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THE LOVE OF GOD FOR MAN 
by Lester J. Start 

Undated 

Some have come to the conclusion that either God is not a God of love, or else He has little 
power to make His love realized in the world and either alternative results in a loss of faith in 
God. It seems to me that those who thus lose faith in God are suffering from a misconception of 
what the love of God means. Instead of thinking of it as a source of power and strength, with 
whose aid we are enabled to endure in the midst of trials, we look to the love of God as a sort of 
shield which prevents any evil or suffering from touching us. This idea of God’s love works very 
well when everything is going smoothly, but when we do run up against suffering, we must 
either revise our idea of God, or lose faith in His power if He does not do what we expect of him. 
Too many of us have changed our idea of the Fatherhood of God into what might be called the 
Papahood of God. God becomes a sort of Daddy who watches over us with a doting care, instead 
of the understanding Father, whose loving interest guides us in the proper paths of activity. 

The idea of God’s love as a shield to us from the harsher aspects of life is a carryover from our 
childhood training. When we teach little children the meaning of God’s love, we liken it to the 
tender love of a father for his child, the love which watches over the child and keeps him from 
harm. And it is altogether proper and fitting that we do, for this is the only way a child can 
understand the meaning of God’s love. He understands his father’s loving care and can picture 
easily a similar love of God. But as a child grows up the situation changes. His father or mother 
does not keep the same close watch and care that they did. As the child grows and learns, he can 
do more and more things for himself; he is more on his own. There is more opportunity for him 
to bump against some of the less pleasant and agreeable situations in life. But the parent is not 
alarmed, for if he is wise, he will understand that this is all in the process of growing up. In order 
to learn to walk, the child will have to tumble many times first, and suffer many skinned and 
bruised knees. The father can teach him and guide him the best he can, and his love is still 
present, but he understands that it is impossible and unwise to try to shield his child from all the 
hard knocks he will meet. We all know the unfortunate result of shielding a child from all 
unpleasantness; we call such a child spoiled and he is spoiled because he finds it almost 
impossible to adjust himself in a world that does not always suit itself to his particular interests. 

We can understand this in the case of a child growing up. But when we think of God’s love for 
us we too often hang on to the old childlike idea that it will shield us from all experience of 
suffering or unpleasantness, as the doting parent shields his child from the world. Like the 
spoiled child who wails when his playmates won’t let him have his way, we, when suffering 
enters our lives, cry to God and say He does not love us anymore because He doesn’t make our 
path easy as we could would have it. If we have this idea of the love of God, it is easy to lose 
faith in Him, especially today, as we see and experience so much that is evil. 

This idea of the love of God simply does not work if we face the world realistically. Unless we 
are extremely favored we are bound to face up to unpleasant suffering at some times in our life. 
And if our idea of God’s love implies that He protects us from suffering, our faith is due for a 
shock. We can pretend that the evil doesn’t really exist as one prominent Protestant sect does, but 
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this does not seem very satisfactory. We can lose our faith in God, as some do, because He does 
not run the world as we would have Him do it, but this leaves us in despair with no hope. We 
could blame all the evil on some power of darkness such as Satan, and wait for the ultimate 
triumph of good in a fatalistic manner, but this does not solve our problem. Besides, it is more 
honest to put the blame where it belongs, upon ourselves, for most of our suffering is the result 
of our own doing. If this were not so, there would not be so much point in leading better lives. 
We suffer not so much for our sins but by them. The true ruler of the powers of darkness and 
evil, the true ruler of hell is we who raise it. 

We need to get a deeper, more satisfactory idea of the meaning of God’s love for man, one that 
will help us when we meet suffering. If God’s love does not always shield us from suffering, it 
does always furnish a sustaining power that will enable us to endure. It may not always protect, 
but it always sustains us. The consciousness of God’s love for us, gives us a strength and courage 
that enables us to put on the armor of God and overcome the evils we meet. It gives us the power 
which Paul felt when he said, “If God be for us, who can be against us?” It is the power we feel 
when we turn to God for comfort and strength in prayer at those times when our tasks seem too 
great for us to bear, and our sorrows too heavy to carry. We feel somehow at these times when 
we talk to God, that everything will turn out all right, that God’s love will carry us through; even 
though the path is rough and stony, there is a guiding hand that will sustain us and help us over 
the obstacles even if it does not sweep them away. The obstacles are put in our path for a 
purpose; that is why God does not clear them from our path when we ask Him to. 

Let us see how this idea of the love of God works out. If anyone were to feel the power of God’s 
love, it would be His only Son. Let us consider for a minute what God’s love meant in Jesus’ 
life. Did God’s great love make the life Jesus led an easy one? Did it remove the obstacles and 
sufferings He met in life? Jesus’ whole life was a series of trials and hardships. As a child He had 
to be hidden from the wrath of the King; He was persecuted by the Jews for His teachings, and 
finally condemned to die as a criminal, deserted by His followers and betrayed by one of His 
disciples, He died on the cross. If God protects His children from suffering, He could not have 
asked Jesus to do what He did. God’s love was certainly with Jesus - and we can see how it was 
manifested in Him. Through God’s love Jesus was empowered to do what He had to do - through 
the power of God’s love he triumphed over evil and could say, “I have overcome the world.’ 

Think of the life of Paul, the great apostle who was so conscious of the love of God. His life was 
certainly not free from suffering; he tells us of the stonings, beatings he suffered. And yet he 
found in the love of God through the Spirit of Christ the power to travel all over the Roman 
empire spreading the teachings of Christianity. 

When we think of the great Christians of history, we find very, very few who had smooth lives 
unobstructed by evil. These great men found in God’s love the sustaining power to overcome the 
evils about them and to grow in strength of spirit. This is what makes them great; this is what 
makes any man great, this sustaining power, which comes from God and enables him to endure 
in the midst of suffering. [Illustration badly needed here. The church at Rome at the time Mark 
was written?]. 
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The love of God for man is seen in our lives in another way. God sustains us and gives a strength 
to overcome the evils in the world as we meet them. But He does more. His love acts as a 
summons to us, it imposes an obligation on our part to follow His Spirit of Love in our everyday 
actions. As God loves us, so should we love our fellow man, and by our love to Him, help to 
bring about the Kingdom of God. The man who loves God so much that he cannot see the plight 
of his fellow man, and does not share his burden, does not follow the commandment of Jesus. 
God’s love for us is best found as we love others. Dr. Wilfred Grenfell, the man who spent his 
life helping others in Labrador once said, “This is what makes life wonderful - this is what makes 
life worthwhile - to know that you are in a world that needs you, and that with God’s help, you 
can meet that need”. This is truly what makes life worthwhile, for this expresses our function in 
life, to love others as God loves us and to show our love by deeds of service to our fellow man. 
Through love to our neighbor, we will be able to overcome the evils that exist in the world, those 
evils of our own making, that violate the commandments of Jesus. We must not forget this 
obligation that the love of God imposes upon us. As we gain strength and power from His love, 
we should use this to help the lot of our fellow man. “Go thou and do likewise”, we are told. And 
if we but try to live the commandment of love, we will find the surging power of God’s love, 
sustaining us. 

This is the meaning of God’s love that we must recapture, if we are to build the world in which 
the teachings of Christ may rule. We have lulled ourselves too long with a false sense of security 
in our righteousness. We have listened peacefully in our pews to pious sentiments from little 
ecclesiastical janitors, thinking that “God’s in His heaven, all’s right with the world” and 
neglecting our responsibilities to live the life of love and service in the world about us. We have 
been forced to awaken from the spell, rudely forced to understand that God’s love will not keep 
the world running smoothly while individuals and peoples pursue self interest instead of service, 
greed and hate instead of brotherly love. 

But how can we speak of brotherly love in the world at war? we ask. How can we speak of 
Christian service while nations fight each other? We are in the sad position of the Jewish soldier 
who found that certain aspects of Army life conflicted with his religious teachings. This fellow 
became so worried about the situation that he went to his rabbi to talk over his troubles. In the 
first place, he was required to march on the Sabbath, the day of rest and worship. When he told 
this to the rabbi, the rabbi said, “If they give you no alternative, and require you to march, you’ll 
have to march, I guess”. “But that’s not the worst of it”, the soldier went on. “Often after a hard 
day’s training when we come to supper the only meat to be had is ham. I get awfully hungry and 
need the meat, but should I eat it?” The rabbi thought for a long time. ” Is there no alternative 
then? No other meat?” The soldier said “no”. “Then”, said the rabbi, “you must eat the ham but 
remember, don’t lick the bones.” 

Today, we find that the ideals of Christianity are forced in the background from grim necessity. 
It is a terrible situation which we must face. But if we must do, in some instances, that which our 
Christian teachings tell us is wrong, because we have been unable to find an alternative, let us 
not lick the bones, and find enjoyment in what we have to do. If it has been found necessary by 
the army to bomb civilian populations, let us not exult in the destruction and gloat over the 
carnage being inflicted upon a part of suffering humanity, and lick our lips over the bones of the 
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news. But let us keep our hearts free from hate and keep in mind the ideal of Christian love we 
must follow in order to build the world to come; the ideal that Lincoln felt in the midst of the 
Civil War, in his second inaugural address when he said, “With malice toward none, with charity 
for all, with firmness in the right, as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on to finish the 
work we are in; to bind up the nation’s wounds; to care for him who shall have borne the battle, 
and for his widow and his orphan - to do all which may achieve and cherish a just and lasting 
peace among ourselves, and with all nations.” 

This is the ideal we must keep alive today - the spirit of brotherly love and service cannot be 
forgotten, for it is only through this love that we can build the peace for which we pray. Love 
never faileth. God’s love for man is with us at all times. But it must work through our own hearts 
in acts of love and service to our fellow man, if we expect it to destroy the evils and suffering of 
our world. God’s love will not solve our problems automatically, but through His love, although 
we may suffer trials, we can overcome the evils of the world. With God all things are possible; 
His love will empower us, if we follow His summons. 

A poem by Angela Morgan gives us this sense of God’s love as a summons. The poet prays to 
God, asking Him why He does not help His people in their suffering and bring them peace and 
happiness. 

Last night I tossed and could not sleep 

When shattered heavens weep and weep 

As they have wept for many long days. 

I know at last tis God who prays. 

The Lord God whispered and said to me 

“These things shall be, these things shall be, 

Nor help shall come from the scarlet skies, 

Till the people rise! 

Till the people rise, my arm is weak. 

I cannot speak till the people speak; 

When men are dumb, my voice is dumb. 

I cannot come tll my people come.” 

And the Lord God’s presence was white, so white, 
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Like a pillar of stars against the night. 

“Millions on millions pray to me 

Yet hearken not to hear me pray; 

Nor comes there any to set me free. 

Of all who plead from night to day.” 

So God is mute and heaven is still 

While the nations kill. 

Help them to stand O Christ, I prayed. 

Thy people are weak and sore afraid. 

“My people are strong”, God whispered me, 

“Broad as the land, great as the sea. 

They will tower as the tallest skies 

Up to the level of my eyes, 

When they dare to rise, 

If the people rise, if the people rise. 

I will answer them from the swarming skies.” 

 


