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SEEING THE UNSEEN CHRIST 
by Lester J. Start 

Undated 

Text: John 1:26b. “But there standeth one among you whom ye know not.” 

I. Introduction; the problem the text suggests. 

I. John bore witness to the light when nobody else recognized it. 

2. Why did he recognize Him and not the others? What gave John this 

unique insight? [unrecognized at home, friends, church, - yet John Temple] 

3. The same problem faces us today. There is one among us whom we know not. Why do the 
great masses of people fail to recognize him, leaving the task to a few isolated Johns crying in 
the wilderness? 

II. Solution suggested by the context and a general principle deduced. 

I. A similar problem was proposed by Socrates, and his solution. 

a. His “pugnacious proposition”: one cannot seek what he does not know, and it seem equally 
impossible for him to seek what he does know. 

b. He solved this paradox with the 0-reek doctrine of recollection; truth is within man, and 
learning.; is a process of remembering. 

(1) .Socrates teaching methods followed this principle. 

2. A similar solution may fit our problem most adequately 

A. Christ is sought everywhere but where he is. The text implies 

that the spirit of Christ dwells within man. The kingdom of God is within you. [happiness at 
home] 

B. There is a core of the eternal within each man where the spirit of Christ dwells. 

3. The solution explains why John and not the others recognized Christ. 

A. The others failed to find him because they did not know what they were seeking. 

(1) They followed different loyalties, different ideas of Messiahs. 
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B. John saw him because he was free from these false ideas, having prepared his heart by living 
in the wilderness, where he learned to know God. 

(1) John thus found a response to his heart’s yearning; he knew Jesus because he corresponded to 
what he felt God to be. 

A. In the wilderness man can say “Whither shall I flee, etc.” 

4. Today we fail to see Christ because we ignore this existential 

core and seek Him elsewhere. We suffer from confused ideas of God. 

III. How we know this; evidences for the principle, 

1. The existence of this core of the eternal is attested to by: 

a. Universal yearning for God, and nature of response to God. 

b. Response of the primitive to the message of Jesus. 

c. Our attitude of reverence toward consecrated lives and acts of self-less heroism despite our 
ruling cynicism. 

d. Cur devotion to causes. 

(1) War must be given idealistic motivations to be waged well. 

e. Our inner conviction that decency and justice are the law of God. 

(1) Racial prejudice abhorred; story of Gestapo and Sollmann. 

F. Illustration; “the thing inside called Christianity”. 

IV. That shall we do about this? Implications from the principle. 

1. Know thyself; seek within to the core of the eternal, too still small voice of truth. 

a. This is the only basis for world fellowship, a. common attitude. 

2. Imitate the saint crying in the wilderness; seek the truth and preach it abroad. Build a life 
instead of making a living only. Be a witness. 

3. Know thy best self, as interpreted through the spirit of Christ 

within, and by illumining Him in your own life, show Him to others. 
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A. Illustration of a colored glass transmitting its color. 

There is one among you whom ye know not. 

 


