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I want to extend my warmest congratulations to this graduating class of 133 men 

and 104 persons. can't tell you what a pleasure it is for me to be here today 

at this Commencement. It's one of the rare occasions when ever" hear my middle 

name used, it's the college where a favori:te niece of mine goes; you wont know 
but she wi 11 

her, she is far behind and will/catch up, and I 1ike Commencements because it gives 

me a chance to speak in terms that I cannot speak in in the course of reporting the 

daily ~ews. At least I wont have to use for you the kind of language used a 

couple of weeks ago when I addressed the Commencement of the Law School of American 

University in Washington for I felt because honesty is so important I said "Based 

on our recent experience in Washington with lawyers, about one third of you will be 

in jail within the next five years." don't have to say such dire things here. 

I 1 m here today also to receive my first ever honorary degree which is for me a 

singular honor and I am happy that I don't have to say what a friend of mine said 

when he was offered an honorary college degree, that the proper order of things 

required that he first arrange to get zn honorary high school diploma. 

I wish I coul~ have spent two days here. I wasn't here yesterday because I had to 

be in/Washington and I had to be in Washington because Richard Helms was testifying 

before a Senate Committee. Mr. Helm~ called me some unseemly things a while ago 

which required me to present again. I need Richard Helms now that I don't have 

Richard Nixon to kick me around anymore. It is true, as your president Dr. Rainsford 

said, and I was glad that he gave me the introduction that he did. I wasn't aware 

just how he was going to introduce me. It is true that when I came back to this 

country in 1966 after many years of wandering on a foreign strand, that I came back 

with some sense of trying to articulate a long experience abroad and apply it to 

understanding my country. Becoming "re-Americanized" because I had become somewhat 

expatriated looking at my country all anew and while and trying·to understand what 

had been going on, and having a peculiarly detached view point of one who had been 

away for a long time. Unfortunately or fortunately, I became diverted from that; 
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that, now I am busy with what is called the son of Watergate, which is the invest

igation of CIA and intelligence agencies and their abuses of government power. Yet 

somehow feel that all of this is kind of an intermission, all of this is an interruption 

both for me in what cover in my profession, and for this country. It is not what 

." this country is all about, and it is not what my work is about, yes, it's finding a 
I 

large boil that has to be lanced; I think it has now been lanced, and while there are 

still some pains that persist,1 think we are over the hump on all these investigations, 

and I think our government will be left cleaner and our country better for having rid 

ourselves of what was a foreign growth within the body pol itic. 

But then we will- get back to where we were and I think that what our investigative 

attitudes have done partly is to submerge some of our real American social problems. 

In the COUbse of having to investigate President Nixon's criminal behavior, we were 

: not so aware of the philosophy of government Mr. Nixon brought with him and never had 

a full opportunity to articulate, we never debated direction of the coun·try because 

we had to first change who stood at the helm of our country. And let me say in 

passing for one who watched for two years the growing wave of evidence that would 

lead, it seemed to me very early, inevitably to the departure of Mr. Nixon. 

never knew how, whether by impeachment or resignation or how, but I thought for a 

year before it happened that the end inevitably because of the process had taken over, 

inevitably would end with the departure of Nixon. One of the impressive moments 

I
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for an American who has served in the Soviet Union and Germany and Poland, one of 

the impressive moments was that evening in August when the President decided to go 

a government could be overthrown and a new government come into power with no display 

of armed force and no armies marching in the street and no Secret Police surrounding 

buildings waiting for the revolution or counter revolution,the Putsch or the counter-

Putsch. the Junta and the people against the Junta. The resilency of our country, 
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I the resi lcncy of our government and the abil ity to make a painful but still orderly., 
change, was for me an inspiring thing because live been so long in Europe where , 

I 
i 

sometimes were done differently. In 1953 when Stalin died, troops of the KGB marched 

back and forth, troops of the Soviet Army, there was a display of armed force and a 

nervousness as though the departure of the head of the government might mean the 

collapse of the whole country. That didn't happen, didn't happen, Nixon went, Ford 
for 

came. We took it/granted it would be that way but there are many countries where you 

would not be able to take the kind of orderly change at a time of political turmoil 

as being a thing that you take for granted. But now one day we'll be thought with 

investigations and back in the business of governing and looking at what America 

is. And then let me go back to another part of the Nixon administration, not the 

Watergate or the cover-up orall of those things, but the philosophy of government 

and the philosophy of America that President Nixon had brought with him when he was 

elected. He said that let each of us ask not just what government would dofior me 

but what I can do for myself. The Nixon phi losophy, Nixon's social phi losophy, was 

a philosophy that was based mainly on "You make it if you can" as ..he did,.and 

"lf you can't you fall by the wayside.~' He didn't like welfare, he didn't like handouts, 

he didn't like having to worry about people who couldn't make it, he himself was 

fond of telling that in his family a brother died before members of the family would 

try to get help because they didn't believe in getting help. And that may have been 

a philosophy that one could laud in a different time in our history but what I want 

to suggest to you today is that something is changing, and that something that is 

changing is something that I learned about in Europe and have now begun to apply 

to America. I want to talk to you frankly about social conscience in America which 

does not appear to be running, at the moment, at flood tide. The fact of the matter 

is that there is a great deal of"get mine" and a great deal of worry about each for 

his own security and his own family and his own job and social conscience is not 

something today that runs very strong. People say "Get government off our backs II 

and people say "Lets get government on to the backs of those whb disturb us". They 
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'worry about criminals, addicts and until recently, about the unruly young who seem I 
not so unruly anymore, and the rebellious poor of whom we are no! so aware anymore. 

President Nixon used to say less permissiveness, let's have more discipline, and I 

remember that he compared this natIon to a family that needed to be taught responsibi lity 

and I always used to reflect when he used words like that, that if we were a family 

then who was the father? And was that really the proper kind of image and symbolism 

to use in a libertarian and democratic country? But the fact is, and you have to be 

objective. about it, that in these things President Nixon did accurately reflect a 

current that was running through American life which is why he got a landslide in 

1972. It was a current of anxiety,iJt.::was anxiety of our ethnic!?,the minority of 

our last generation, fearing the threat of the minority'of this generatioc. -Those 

who had made it worried about those climbing up and trying to make it. The anxiety 

of all those on an economic treadmi 11 with mortgages and bi lIs, property taxes and 

tuition,fees, yes, to pay and the anxiety of those who want to feel safe in their 

homes and on the streets, and along with our anxieties a current of anger that sub
less 

merged compassion and made us/incl ined to help and more incl ined to coerce. It 

made us want to repeal the anti-poverty program and re-enact the death penalty. That 

age of anxiety, I believe,is a temporary stage in our history becaus~,having 

seen 
worked abroad ..;I've/other countries come through it and where they have finally come. 

What we are going through is not unique among Western industrialist societies. We're 
this 

a very young civilization and I think once !i~ agony of our changes-over w~'ll settle 

do\"m' into something like equilibrium, that more mature European societJes have 

reached. The European societies have long since learned,some of them 500 years ago, 
I 

that there is nothing in unlimited supply, not air, not water, not land, not energy, 

and not opportunity and when they learned that they learned that they must regulate 

and share what they have with others. That's what children have to learn. When they 

grow up then its what nations learn, when nations begin to become mature. But we in 

America have long had this great open frontier. Well, we've lost the open frontier 

but we've not lost the frontier mystique that goes with it. That takes longer. We 
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i', still like to think that we can cut down a forest and it doesn't matter because we work 
~ 

.... i ' the virgin forest a little further westward. Or create an urban blight because we can 

move to some other place. We like to bel ieve that anybody with true grit can rise 

from rags to riches. Nostalgically we would like to see our country as still a 

Horatio Alger country, a golden opportunity where no one needs to be poor and only 

idleness is a sin. Well, none of that is true anymore and it hasn't'been true for 

a long time but the frontier mystique in this country dies a very hard and lingering 

death. ·We have tended to act as though good health and a basic education and a 

decent home were everyone's right, to be won in equal competition on equal terms. 

If only the government didn't put its cotton pickin' hands on things! It isn't 

true anymore about equal opportunity, it isn't there, but it is part of a spiritual 

and cultural heritage and when a heritage coIl ides with a new reality,painful things' 

happen. For then if a nation is to survive it must move from ideas of rugged 

individualism to some sense of community. 

Over in West Europe they have long since adjusted to the idea of limited resources; 
system 

and limited opportunities. Most of them have a national health insurance! most of 

them have a welfare system and they have national public housing and comparatively 

few slums and not much illiteracy and fewer guns in the hands of private citizens. 

They have come to accept that what we call rugged individualism and individual 

freedom has its limits and that limit is the need of all of us. It doesn't look 
is headed 

as though we are headed as Europe/Gut I profoundly bel ieve that in the long run 

we are. You are headed towards a sharing of what we have and a greater regard and 

a greater concern for the others around us. Whatever the race, whatever the ethnic 

background, because we will learn to share; one of the things I think is important 

in that which cannot perceived yet, is simple population trends. We're not having 

a population explosion. Our population is leveling off and maybe going down. And 

maybe when we have fewer people being born, maybe that will help us to appreciate 

each other just a little bit more. think we've gotten over our animosity about 
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so-cal led welfare cheaters, that we will have/national welfare system, call it 

negative income tax or call it whatever; it is, we will not let people at the lower 

end of the scale starve. think weill live with environmental controls, once we 

get out of our current recession because we have to have them to share our air and 

share our water. I think eventually we will keep cars out of the center of our cities 
us 

if we have to and maybe more of/will ride buses and trains. I think that what is 

happening in this country is something which may sound unpopular because youth is 

such a great vision in this country. I think that this country is going to become 

midclle-aged. I think this rough and ready country is getting ready to grow up, 

and when it does weill see a re-birth of social conscience, more concern for each 

other, less passion, less prejudice. We may not be running the world anymore as 

don't think we will but I do think weill do a better job of running ourselves. 
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