
Subsequently, Foster, Robertson, and Bushra6 obtailled eVidence 
that the product of the Gattermann reactIOn applIed to 6-hydroxy
benzofuran was the 2-formyl denvatlve (VI) rather than the 5-for
myI compound, and attempts to synthesize psoralene by this route 
were abandoned 

That the substance III questIon was not 6-hydroxy-5-formyl
benzofuran (III) IS uneqUivocally establIshed III the course of the 
present work by the total synthesIs of 6-hydroxy-5-formylbenzo
furan, a substance dlffenng Widely III physical and chemical proper
ties from the matenal reported by Karrer and his co-workers 

In view of the versatilIty of 6-hydroxy-5-formylbenzofuran It IS 
surpnslllg that no other attempts to synthesize this substance have 
been publIshed up to this time It has been establIshed, however, 
that 2,3-dlhydro-6-hydroxybenzofuran undergoes the Gattermann 
reaction to yield 5-formyl-6-hydroxycoumaran (XII) 6 

ThiS fact has been utilIzed III prevIous studies IllVOIVlllg the syn
thesIs of psoralene 67 Sillce the present work IS III part concerned 
with a new synthetic route to psoralene, It seems proper to bnefly 
review the recent work by Hormng and Reisner on the synthesIs of 
psoralene uSlllg 6-hydroxy-5-formylcoumaran (XII) as an Illter
mediate 7 
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7E C Hormng and D B ReIsner, J Am Chern Soc, 72, 1514 (1950) 



The Hoesch condensatIOn of ::::-chloroacetomtnle with resorcmol 
(IX) yIelded 6-hydroxycoumaran-3-one (X), whIch after acetyla
tion and catalytic dehydrogenatIOn gave 6-acetoxycoumaran (XI) 
ConversIOn of 6-acetoxycoumaran (XI) to 6-hydroxy-5-formylcou
maran (XII) was accomphshed by deacetylatlon followed by apph
cation of the Gattermann reactIOn Malomc aCId condensatIOn with 
6-hydroxy-5-formylcoumaran (XII) gave dlhydropsoralene-3-<;ar
boxyhc aCid (XIII), and this matenal when bOiled m dlphenyl ether 
was dehydrogenated and decarboxylated to gIve psoralene 
(I,R=H) 

The Hornmg and Reisner synthesIs furnished psoralene m an 
overall yield of 8% from resorcmol The poor-yleldmg dehydro
genatIOn-decarboxylatIOn step IS the mam dIsadvantage Neverthe
less, thIS method has proven to be the hIghest-yieldIng synthesIs of 
psoralene from a readIly aVailable startmg matenal to thIs date 

A new synthetIc route to psoralene has been recently pubhshed 
by Seshadn and Sood, but the overall yIeld startIng from B-resorcyl
aldehyde IS not only low but also IndetermInable SInce the yIelds of 
certaIn steps are not mentIOned 8 

It IS InterestIng to note that In contrast to the work done on syn
theSIZIng unsubstituted furocoumanns, the synthesIs of an unsub
stltuted benzodifuran has not been reported In the furocoumann 
famIly unsubstltuted nng systems a and b have been synthesIzed, 9 10 

but c, d, e, and f are unknown In the benzodifuran famIly none of 
the possIble Isomers g, h, I, J, and k has been synthesIzed 
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8T R Seshadn and M S Seed, Indian J Chern, 1, 291 (1963)
 
9E Spath, B L ManJunath, M Pader, and H S JOIs, Ber , 69B, 1087 (1936)
 
lOR C Elderfield, VII, pp 29-31
 



o 

e f 

g 

An early work, however, descnbes the synthesIS of symmetncal 
benzotetrahydrodIfuran (XV) by dehydratIOn and slffiultaneous 
cychzatIOn of dl-B-hydroxyethyl-m-phenylene ether (XIV) 11 A 
later mvestIgator attempted the dehydrogenatIon of symmetncal 
benzotetrahydrofuran (XV) usmg vanous catalysts and condItIOns, 
but the deSIred benzo[1,2-b-5,4-b'] dlfuran was not obtamed 12 
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IIR E Rmdfusz, R M Gmmngs, and V L Harnack, J Am Chern Soc, 42, 
157 (I920) 
IlL R Worden, Ph D ThesIs, UmverSlty of Kansas, 1963, PP 48-49 
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The present study mtroduces the first total synthesIs of benzo 
[1,2-b-5,4-b'] dlfuran usmg 6-hydroxy-5-formylbenzofuran (III) 
as an mtennedlate 

DISCUSSION 

Two mam routes are available for the synthesIs of furocoumanns 
the addition of the furan system to an o-hydroxyaldehydocoumann 
and the addition of the ~-pyrone system to an o-hydroxyaldehydo
benzofuran 13 The difficulty m syntheslZlng a linear furocoumann 
(a psoralene when denved from resorcmol) resides m the fact that 
7-hydroxycoumanns or umbelliferones are most readily substituted 
at the 8-posltIon and benzofurans at the 2-posltIon 14 

For example, applicatIOn of the Duff reactIOn to umbelliferone 
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(XVI) yields 8-formylumbelliferone (XVII) m 10% yield 15 In 
analogous manner, the Fnes rearrangement of 7-acyloxycoumanns 
gives 7-hydroxy-8-acylcoumanns along With small amounts of 6
acylcoumanns 16 Moreover, 4-methyl-7-allyloxycoumann (XVIII) 
undergoes the Clalsen rearrangement to gIVe 4-methyl-8-allylum
belhferone (XIX) 17 

With regard to the Clalsen rearrangement of 4-methyl-7-allyloxy
coumann (XVIII) Kaufman, Russey, and Wordenl8 report the suc

13R C Elderfield, VII, p 13 
14Dean, Naturally Occurnng Oxygen Rmg Compounds, London, Butter
worths, 1963, p 199 
15R C Elderfield, II, p 194 
16Ibld ,p 195 
I7Ib1d ,p 193 
18K D Kaufman, W E Russey, and L R Worden, J Org Chern, 27, 875 
(1962) 



cessful synthesIS of a psoralene by use of the ammo group as a re- ' 
movable blockmg group m the reactIve 8-positlOn of XVIII, thereby 
forcmg rearrangement to the desired 6-posltIon 

One explanatIOn of the greater reactivity toward electrophllIc sub
stItutIOn at the 8-posltlOn as agamst the 6 m umbellIferone IS found 
by consldenng the electron resonance structures of the two Isomenc 
mtermedlate states m a mixed aCid nItratIon Recently eVIdence has 
been accumuiatedI9 which mdlcates that the species bemg nItrated m 
concentrated sulfunc aCid IS the pynhum IOn (XX) The 8-substI
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XXla XXIb 

Q) ~ 

HO~O~OH 

H~
qN XXIc 

tuted mtermedlate state can be represented as a resonance hybnd of 
the two resonance structures XXla and XXIb, and the 6-substltuted 
mtermedIate can be vIsualIzed by structure XXIc It IS Important to 
recognIze that resonance forms XXla and XXlb represent aromatIc 
type resonance m the pyrone system which IS not possible m tQe 
6-substItuted Intermediate 

Like benzofuran2o (XXII,R=H) 6-hydroxybenzofuran (XXII, 
R=OH) undergoes electrophlhc substItutIon In the 2-positlOn Ap
plIcatIon of the Hoesch ketone synthesIs with tnfluoroacetonItnle 
and tnchloroacetOnItnle to 6-hydroxybenzofuran (XXII,R=OH) 
and 6-methoxybenzofuran (XXII,R=OCH~) yields the corre

19DaVld C Eaton, B A ThesIs, Kalamazoo College, 1964 
zOR C Elderfield, II, p 18 



spondmg 2-tnhaloacetyl denvatIves, (XXlII,R=OH and OCH" 
R'=COCF3 and COCCIJ 21 SImrlarly, 6-hydroxy-3-methylben
zofman (XXIV) and 4,6-dimethoxy-3-methylbenzofuran (XXVI) 
when subjected to the Gatterman aldehyde synthesIs gIve nse to the 
correspondmg 2-formyl denvatives, (XXV,XXVII) 22.23 
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The apphcation of the Gatterman reactIon to 6-hydroxy- and 6
methoxybenzofurans unsubstituted m the 1- and 2-positIons results 
m resIlllficatIon due to the sensItivIty of the fman mOIety to mmeral 
aCIds 24,25 

It IS possIble to dIrect electrophIhc substitutIOn mto the benzene 
nng If an appropnate blockmg group at the 2-pOsitIon IS employeo 
and If the benzofuran system IS denved from phloroglucmol Attack 
then occurs at the 7-positIOn 2425 

Up to thIS pomt emphasIs has been placed on the synthesIs of 

2lW B Whalley, J Chern Soc, 3479-83 (1953) 
22R T Foster, Alexander Robertson, and Allis Bushra, IbId 
23R C Elderfield, II, p 24 
24Ibld ,p 25 
2sR C Elderfie1d, VII, p 31 



psoralenes and the difficulties associated therewith In bnefiy dlscus
slllg the synthesIs of benzodlfurans It should be apparent that any 
attempt to prepare linear benzodlfurans from 6-hydroxybenzofurans 
will be plagued by much the same difficulties encountered m the 
synthesIs of psoralenes For example, hkely mtermedlates such as 
6-hydroxy-5-formylbenzofurans are not accessible by application of 
the Gattermann reactIOn to 6-hydroxybenzofurans Instead the 2
formyl denvatIves are obtailled 22 23 Moreover, when the 2-posl
tIon IS protected by a carbethoxyl group and the benzofuran IS de
nved from phloroglucmol, formylatlOn occurs III the 7-posltIon25 

and not m the desired 5-posltlon 
In view of the unfavorable directive effects, usmg electrophilic 

substitutiOn reactIOns, It was felt that some alternative method of 
Illtroducmg a substituent on a 6-hydroxybenzofuran system should 
be IllvestIgated 

MetalatlOn of 2-methoxynaphthalene (XXVIII) by butylhthmm 
gives 3-hthiO-2-methoxynaphthalene (XXIX) which can be con
verted to 3-allyl-2-methoxynaphthalene (XXX) by treatment with 
allylbromlde 26 Also, metalatlOn of 1,7-dlmethoxynaphthalene 
(XXXI) by butylhthmm gives nse to 6-hthiO-l,7-dlmethoxynaph
thalene (XXXII) which when treated with N-methyliormamhde IS 
converted to 6-formyl-l,7-dlmethoxynaphthalene (XXXIII) 27 

~ OCHj OCH3 
~I ~ 

h~ I ~ h Liro ro
XXVIII XXIX 

In both the precedmg examples metalatlOn occurs ortho to a 
methoxyl group ThiS same behavIOr IS observed m a great number 
of metalatlOn reactIOns lllvolvmg aryl ethers and related com
pounds 28 

26Naraslmhan and Paradkar, ChemIstry and Industry, 1529 (1963) 
27R A Barnes and W M Bush, J Am Chern Soc, 81, 4705 (1959) 
28Roger Adams, Orgamc ReactIOns, VIII, New York, John WJ!ey & Sons, Inc, 
1954,p 258 
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This fact IS explaIned as resultIng from a prelImInary coordma_ 
tlOn of the lIthIUm With an electron-donatIng atom lIke oxygen fol
lowed by attack of the alkylhthlUm carbaOlon on an ortho hydro
gen 27 

9H.3 
+0,0 

~ 

It follows that the hydrogen favored for removal IS the relatively 
more aCidiC The actual metalatlOn of XXVIII at the 3-posltIon and 
of XXXI at the 6-posltlon can be accounted for by the resonance 
effect of the methoxyl groups The number of Important resonance 
structures havIng a negative charge at an ortho-posltIon IS mdlcated 
by the (1-) and (2-) figures on XXVIIIa and XXXIa 27 The rela
tIvely more aCidIc protons are those at pOSItions 3 In XXVIIIa and 
6 m XXXIa Hence metalatlon m the observed positions IS ex
plamed 



XXVIIla XXXla 

On the basIs of thIs mformatlon, It appeared hkely that metala
tlon of 6-methoxybenzofuran would occur m posItions 5 or 7 (ortho 
to the methoxyl group) and that treatment wIth N-methylformaml
Ide would lead to 5 (or 7) -formyl-6-methoxybenzofuran From a 
resonance argument It seemed hkely that metalatIOn would occur m 
posItion 5 smce electron resonance structures mdicate a relatively 
hIgher electron densIty at posItIOn 7 



The preparatiOn of 6-methoxybenzofuran (XXXVII) was 
achieved III three steps startlllg from B-resorcylaldehyde (XXXIV) 
Partial methylatiOn of B-resorcylaldehyde (XXXIV) with dImethyl 
sulfate afforded 2-hydroxy-4-methoxybenzaldehyde (XXXV) m 
46% yield ThiS matenal was converted to 5-methoxy-2-formyl
phenoxyacetic aCid (XXXVI) with chloroacetIc aCid m 51 % yield 
CychzatiOn of the aCid (XXXVI) after the procedure of L R Wor
den29 by refluxmg m acetic anhydnde, acetic aCid, and sodIUm ace
tate furlllshed 6-methoxybenzofuran (XXXVII) m 57% yield 

HOOOH CH30~OH 
~ I C-H ~ VC-H,, 

o" o 
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Three attempts were then carned out to convert 6-methoxybenzo
furan (XXXVII) mto 6-methoxy-5-formylbenzofuran (XLVIII) 
by metalatlOn With butylhthlUm30 and subsequent formylatlOn With 
N-methylformalllhde 31,32 None of these attempts was successful In 
one case 5 mg of a sharp-meltmg, unknown substance was Isolated 
and Identified as an aldehyde solely by mfrared spectral analySIS In 
view of these successive failures it was deCided to attempt the syn
theSIS of the carboxyhc aCid denvatIve by treatmg the hthlO-mter
mediate With dry Ice33 mstead of With N-methylformalllhde Thm 
layer chromatographic analySIS of the bicarbonate-soluble matenal 
Isolated from the reactIOn mixture mdlcated the presence of at least 
seven separate components Hence It appeared that metalatlOn was 
takmg place at several POSitions on the benzofuran nng system 

29L R Worden, Ph D TheSIS, Umverslty of Kansas, 1963, pp 65-75 
30Newer Methods of Preparative Orgamc Chemistry, New York, Intersclence 
PUblishers, 1948, p 575 
31Ibld ,p 579 
32Roger Adams, VIII, p 260 
33Ibld ,pp 287-288 



Further attempts to synthesize 6-methoxy-5-formylbenzofuran 
by metalatIon were not made Instead attention was gIVen to the 
metal-halogen mterconverslOn reactlOn34 as a possible route to the 
synthesIs of 6-methoxy-5-formylbenzofuran (XLVIII) 

It has been shown35 that I-bromo-2-methoxydlbenzofuran 
(XXXVIII) can be converted to 2-methoxydlbenzofuran-l-carbox
ylIc aCid (XXXIX) m 73% crude Yield by metal-halogen mtercon
version and treatment with dry Ice In like manner 2-bromobenzo
furan (XL) gives nse to coumanlIc aCid (XLI) m 86% crude 
yield 36 
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It was anticipated that applicatIOn of the metal-halogen mtercon- ' 
version reaction to 6-methoxy-5-bromobenzofuran (XLVII) would 
give nse to the desired 5-lIthlO mtermedlate which upon treatment 
with N-methylformamlIde would afford 6-methoxy-5-formylbenzo
furan (XLVIII) 

Several routes to prepare 6-methoxy-5-bromobenzofuran 
(XLVII) were mvestigated It was found that B-resorcylaldehyde 
(XXXIV) underwent nuclear brommatlOn to give 5-bromo-2,4
dlhydroxybenzaldehyde37 (XLII) m only 20% yield Furthermore, 
partial methylation of 5-bromo-2,4-dlhydroxybenzaldehyde (XLII) 
resulted m a 19% yield of 5-bromo-4-methoxy-2-hydroxybenzalde
hyde (XLIII) 37 On the other hand a near-quantitative yield of 

34Roger Adams, VI, pp 339-366 
35H Gilman, J SWIslowsky, and G E Brown, J Am Chern Soc, 62, 348
 
(1940)
 
36H GIlman and D S Melstrom, J Am Chern Soc, 70, 1655 (1948)
 
37T R Seshadn and S VaradazaJan, J SCI Ind Research (India), 11B, 39

49 (1952) 
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5-bromo-4-hydroxy-2-methoxybenzaldehyde38 (XLIII) was ob
tamed by brommatlOn of 4-methoxy-2-hydroxybenzaldehyde 
(XXXV) However, under conditions of the Williamson ether syn
thesis 5-bromo-4-hydroxy-2-methoxybenzaldehyde (XLIII) gave 
nse to ethyl 5-methoxy-4-bromo-2-formylphenoxyacetate (XLIV) 
m only 26% yield In contrast, nuclear brommation converted ethyl 
5-methoxy-2-formylphenoxyacetate (XLV) to ethyl 5-methoxy-4
bromo-2-formylphenoxyacetate (XLIV) m near-quantitative yield 
Upon treatment With sodiUm ethoxide22 thiS ester (XLIV) was 
found to yield 6-methoxy-5-bromo-2-carbethoxybenzQfuran 
(XLIX) Sapolllfication of the ester (XLIV) afforded a high yield 
(95 %) of 5-methoxy-4-bromo-2-formylphenoxyacetlc aCid 
(XLVI), WhiCh was cyclized after the procedure of L R Worden29 

to give a 68% yield of 6-methoxy-5-bromobenzofuran (XLVII) 
and a small amount of 6-methoxy-5-bromobenzofuran-2-carboxylic 
aCid (L) 
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ApplicatiOn of the metal-halogen mterconverSlOn reaction to 6
methoxy-5-bromobenzofuran (XLVII) afforded 6-methoxy-5-for
mylbenzofuran (XLVIII) as tabulated below 

Mmoles Mmoles Rxn Mmoles
 
XLVII Butyl LI Time (min) Temp' NMFA" Yield
 

2 20 2 40 2 a 222 60 
4 41 5 51 2 b 551 49 
441 551 2 a 551 59
 

441 880 2 a 925 46
 
125 125 1/2 a 156 58
 
132 132 2 a 165 64
 

,	 a=room temperature, b=lce-salt bath temperature
 

N-methylformamhde
 

38M G S Rao, C SnkantIa, and M S Iyengar, J Chern Soc, 1578 (1929) 
Bed 8,274 (1948) , 



Treatment of the 5-hthIO IntermedIate wIth solId carbon dIOxIde 
gave nse to 6-methoxybenzofuran-5-carboxyhc aCId (LI) 

Attempted demethylatIOn of 6-methoxy-5-formylbenzofuran 
(XLVIII) USIng alumInum chlonde In anhydrous ether39 resulted 
only In recovery of unchanged startIng matenal However, when 
demethylatIOn was carned out In ethylene chlonde4U wIth two eqUIv
alents of alummum chlonde, a 72% yIeld of 6-hydroxy-5-formyl
benzofuran (III) was obtaIned 

Under condItIons of the PerkIn synthesIs 6-hydroxy-5-formyl
benzofuran (III) gave nse to psoralene (I,R=H) In 61 % crude 
yIeld ApplIcatIon of the WIllIamson ether synthesIs to 6-hydroxy
5-formylbenzofuran (III) afforded a 50% crude yIeld of ethyl 2
formyl [5,4-b] furophenoxyacetate (LII) SapomficatIOn of the ester 
(LII) gave 2-formyl [5,4-b] furophenoxyacetIc aCId (LIII) m 85% 
crude yIeld CychzatIon of the aCId (LIII) after the method of L R 
Worden29 furnIshed benzo [1,2-b-5,4-b'] dIfuran (IV,R=H) In 
31 % yIeld 

oo 0 'C-CH"'OCU.;C -CHz"O ~ u ~ , l I 0 I 
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39T R Seshadn and M S Sood, IndIan J Chern, 1, 291 (1963)
 
40Van Allen, J Org Chern, 23, 1679 (1958)
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THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF BEIRUT ONE VIEW
 

By Allan Flsher* 

The Amencan Umverslty of Beirut was for nme months my wm
dow on the Arab world At probably no other place m that world 
could I get a more cushIOned, Westermzed view of It, but at no other 
place m the Middle East could I have better spent a year studymg 
the liberal arts AUB's most umque charactenstic, more so than Its 
Arabic flavor, IS ItS mternatlOnal character, and Beirut Itself IS the 
most mternatlOnal, cosmopolitan center of the Arab Middle East 
Incidentally, the companson does not end here Beirut m general 
and AUB III particular constitutes the pnnclpal focal pomt from 
which Western Ideas penetrate the Arab world, and as AUB IS the 
most Important smgle educational mstitution Lebanon's edu(,atlOnal 
system far surpasses that of any other Arab country Besides the 
many Arab students at AUB, a considerable number come from 
Iran, Afghamstan, Pakistan, India, and pomts as far east as For
mosa A tremendous bloc of Afncan students come to study agn
culture, medlcme, public health, and some social sCiences The 
homes of the remammg students are scattered through Europe and 
the Umted States Thus AUB's pnnclpal challenge IS to create from 
a group With such tremendously vaned national concerns and mter
ests a true umverslty commumty m which umquely vaned Ideas flow 
freely m an academiC atmosphere 

Tragically, AUB IS falling the challenge Those students comlllg 
to the Umverslty With fnends stick With them, and those who do 
not, become acquaillted With fellow natIOnals and seldom leave that 
Circle Everyone speaks his native language unless forced to speak 
English, effectively Stifllllg most spontaneous discussIOns between 
different nationalities And no orgamzatlOn on campus alms at 
bnnglllg students together on the mtellectuallevel where diSCUSSIOns 
and provocatIve speakers would be m order The only group that 
tnes to cross the national lines, Fnendshlp InternatIOnal, succeeds 
only on the social level ThiS IS good, but not good enough The 
pnnclpal responsibility here probably falls on the students as much 
as the admllllstratlOn, for the ASians, Arabs, and Afncans at AUB 
seldom look at college as a place of mtellectual mcubatlon and de
velopment, as a time to really search for the deepest truths and 
meamngs of life no matter what consequences that search may have 
for former beliefs They are qUite contented With the beliefs they 
bnng to the Umverslty, religIOUS, social, political, even beliefs about 

*Allan FIsher, from Goshen, Indiana, is a senIOr maJonng III religIOn 
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people of other natiOnalities What IS there left to make a commun
Ity out of such a group? Most of them recogmze only the necessity 
of gnndmg out the assignments, memonzmg wherever It might help, 
gettmg Just the grades their family and fnends expect of them, and 
recelvmg the diploma And this does more for fragmentatiOn than 
for umty 

Another charactenstic of the ASian, Arab and Afncan student, a 
charactenstic felt by all Amencan students there, IS his Inability to 
analyze, to thmk creatively and mductively He can master a tre
mendous bulk of matenal, learnmg m great detail what It says, but 
when he must thInk cntically, he Just cannot do It Especially on the 
pohtical level does this become apparent Few students get beyond 
a party lme (Baathlst, or Nassente, or what have you), and even 
fewer of the Arab students, for example, can look at Israel and see 
anythmg but the day when the ZiOmsts can be dumped mto the sea 
Most of the Arab students accept as truth the generally unreliable 
Arabic newspapers Afncan students, after bemg harangued by 
Malcolm X, came away convInced that everythmg he said IS true, 
and refused to be told differently Tragically agam, AUB has not 
been able to mstlll m them the ablhty of objective, cntical analysIs 
Instead, feanng the way the Afncans, for mstance, might react to a 
fiery, Amencan clvll-nghts speaker, the admmlstratiOn tnes to keep 
such speakers off campus Anybody who comes on campus gets 
finely screened, and no controversial speakers hold chapel lectures 
to which all students may come The admmlstratIon probably Judges 
nghtly that too many of ItS students react emotionally and with the 
crowd rather than on an mtellectual level 

Partially m consequence of thiS, all above-board pohtical activ
Ity - discussiOns, assemblies, political clubs - has long smce been 
banned from the campus But most of the natiOnalities on campus 
orgamze, and m these groups plenty of political discussiOn on na
tional problems survives Now and then thiS activity shows ItS head 
above ground when the admmlstratIon allows a certam leaflet to be 
dlstnbuted on campus The Palestimans passed out a sheet remmd
mg everyone of the 16th anmversary of the partition of Palestme, 
which It declared unjust, Immoral, Illegal, undemocratic, unrepre
sentative and mvalid reasons were given for each charge The ad
mlmstration even refuses permission for a Student Council, Simply 
because elections become based not on campus Issues but on na
tional and mternational ones Students follow the lines of natiOnal 
Arab parties, obtam offiCial support from party leaders, and run m 
umverslty elections that mtensely concern these parties What With 
party money and support, the slgmficance of the electiOns to the 



party and to the campus IS blown up out of all proportIOn 

In the lIght of these remarks, the hIStOry of AUB's short-hved 
student government can better be understood OrganIzation of stu
dent government first took root dunng 1948-49, a time of extreme 
pohtIcal unrest, popular disappoIntment and outrage In the Arab 
world over the PalestIne Issue Arab NatIOnahsts were findIng new 
lIfe, with Israel as the common enemy, whIle CommunIsts were 
steppIng up activIties to exploit sweepIng Arab discontent But In 
the begInnIng the Student ASSOCiatIOn was not a polItical forum 
Even at this time official AUB pohcy prohibIted outnght pohtIcal 
activIty, though the exact forms allowed were constantly In ques
tion, especially so due to a number of students beIng expelled for 
actIvIties as CommunIst Party members The field of Arab polItics 
was left to a society called Urwa, frankly Arab and usually qUIte 
natIOnahstIc By 1951 Urwa had faded Into the background, the 
Student CouncIl becomIng the center of controversy The CounCil, 
through 1950, stuck to campus affairs, to such thIngs as negotiatIng 
With movie theaters for reduced pnces for stUdents, and fightIng ex
orbitant boardIng costs Always hampenng progress were a number 
of unInterested representatives habitually absent from meetIngs and 
Vital diSCUSSions The Student Council's 30 members were elected 
by the entire student body, VIZ the Student AssOCIation, and then 
elected CabInet members and nomInated Presidential possibIlities 
from whom the entire student body would agaIn choose ThiS was 
the big electIOn CIrculars by the hundreds were dlstnbuted, ener
getic campaigns canvassed students, and finally on election nIght, 
awaIting final tallIes, several hundred students congregated In West 
Hall and passed the time WIth SIngIng Cheers went up as election 
results were finally announced and the WInnIng candidate stepped 
forward for an acceptance address 

But for all hIS prestIge, the preSIdent retaIned httle power He 
'was chaIrman of CounCil meetIngs and could neIther enter dISCUS
SIons nor vote unless a tie developed Before the spnng term ended 
In 1951, some students won acceptance for a new constitution See
Ing the lack of preSIdential power under the old form, thIS move
ment set up a new constitution SImilar to one of a mIlllature govern
ment The electIOn of Council and preSIdent remaIned the same, but 
now the preSIdent held a veto power over the CouncIl's "legIsla
tion " The preSident's appoIntment of the cabInet depended on the 
CounCIl's vote of confidence, a vote that could be WIthdrawn at any 
time So stood preSIdent and CounCil agaInst each other In an at
tempted balance of power In May, 1951, the transItion to the new 
constitution was smoothly made The student newspaper editor 



wrote at thIS time "Perhaps the success (or farlure) of the Student 
CouncIl III the near future wIll reflect the degree of success, III the 
more dLstant future, of the democratic Ideals III the Arab countnes 
and the extent to whIch they WIll penetrate the present blanket of 
emotIOnal superficIalIty [as recently was wItnessed III a student dem
onstratron WhICh destroyed a local French monument and threat
ened the French embassy] " 

By the start of school III October, 1951, more unrest dl~turbed 

the MIddle East mIlItary actrvlty III the Suez Some students wanted 
a protest stnke, but the CouncIl narrowly voted down such an Idea 
DespIte warnlllgs of suppressIOn from the Lebanese government, a 
mmonty of students undertook to demonstrate anyway ThIs was 
hardly the first student stnke m AUB hIstory, demonstratrons had 
supported mdependence m 1943, protested Palestme III 1947, sym
pathIzed wIth Morocco m 1951 But thIs was more senous than all 
the earlIer ones Some 200 attempted "to parade through the nelgh
bonng streets," but were bottled up on campus by the polIce Sev
eral suffered IllJunes And all of thIs after the UnIVerSIty forbade 
any demonstratrons 

PolItrcs got Irrevocably mIxed mto student government when Fall 
CounCIl electrons followed the demonstratIOn A maJonty of Arab 
NatronalIsts won control of the CounCIl, but for presIdent a "self
styled Neutral" outran hIs NatIOnalIst Oppositron The splIt over 
polItrcs WIdened wIth the refusal of the CounCIl to gIve a vote of 
confidence to the PresIdent's first-appomted cabmet And for almost 
two months, every proposed cabmet met the same adamant reac
tIOn The campus splIt WIde open Arab NatIOnalIsts and Commun
IStS, on the one hand, and Neutrals and the P P S on the other 

The PresIdent could, by December, find accord on only one Issue 
WIth hIs CouncIl, that of a stnke m support of the demand from 
TnpolI students for unIversal mIlItary trammg for Lebanese under
graduates To aVOId CounCIl-admInIstratIon conflIct, the UnIVerSIty 
called off classes for the day 

Contention among the students was strll nfe by the end of Janu
ary ThIs trme a clamp-down by the Synan government on all po
lItrcal freedom of UnIVerSIty students brought down calls for that 
semester's thIrd stnke Agam the Lebanese Pnme MInIster, fearful 
for Lebanon's mternal secunty, absolutely forbade It, the CouncIl 
voted for It Students gathered on campus to proceed to the polIce
guarded gate (a stone wall encompasses the campus) A partIal 
break-through, flymg stones, student-soldIer scuffles, a polIce arrest 
of some 50 students (some clearly mnocent), and the demonstra
tion was over Dunng the stnke, some student groups attempted to 



halt all classes, to the pomt of carrymg some professors out of theIr 
lecture rooms 

UnIversIty PresIdent Penrose reacted, deCIsIvely All students 
were reqUIred to re-reglster, repledgmg to do nothmg to mterfere 
wIth the academIc program StrIkes at any tIme would be Illegal 
After two months, the deCISIon came down to abolIsh the Student 
CouncIl, at least for that semester It never agam saw lIght The 
challenge of creatmg some kmd of student government was and IS 
the students' challenge, and at AUB It IS made most formIdable by 
the WIde varIatIons m student mterests and allegIances Common 
concerns must be found m the unIversIty communIty - Its mtel
lectual lIfe as well as more prosaIc, technIcal campus affaIrs But 
whIle there are many mtellectual lIves bemg lIved at AUB, there IS 
no communIty mtellectual lIfe, and the student government eIther 
faIled to see the need or sImply faIled to work toward rectIfymg It 
ThIS faIlure rests squarely on the students' shoulders And the more 
proSaIC dutIes of student government became bUrIed under an ava
lanche of MIddle Eastern polItIcal concerns Unfortunately these 
concerns found expressIOn only m demonstratIOns, never m con
structIve dISCUSSIon IronIcally, WIth the tremendous number of 
AUB graduates who return to theIr country to take responsIble po
lItIcal pOSItIons, dUrIng only three of the UnIversIty's 100 years have 
students been able to mamtam a student government, and then It 
was dIssolved IgnommlOus]y 
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IS mvolved m the fate of five-year old chIldren who have to be m an 
mstItutIon because no establIshed mIddle class couple wants to pro
vIde a foster home for them It IS surpnsmg to find what kmd of 
child IS m demand, unfortunately, New York socIal agencIes don't 
have an oversupply of cute, healthy, blonde, pretty, three-year old 
girls I thmk that this IS an apathy which comes from satiety These 
children reach out and need love, these children who have been 
beaten and brutalized, some with scars which they will forever carry, 
both physical and emotIonal Yet who wants a Negro child, five 
years old, who wakes up crymg from mghtmares and who can't con
trol hIS play? It appears, from my own personal expenence, that 
not many do 

Apathy IS reflected m educatIOn The St Barnabas children, be
cause they were predommantly Negro, were transferred from an all
white school near Washmgton Square VIllage to one eight blocks 
away, on the edge of Chma Town and the Italian slums I took my 
children to school because there was no supervision dunng the lunch 
penod The children played ball m the streets because they had no 
playground Every day, I saw children nearly hit by heavy com
mercial traffic When I asked a mother why nothmg had been done 
about thIS, she replied that they had done as much as they could, 
but the school stIll hadn't acted The school authontIes had asked 
for polIce help m blockmg off part of the street, without any results 
Then, one day I saw a child hit by a car on this street, one block 
from the Central Headquarters of the New York PolIce Depart
ment Fmally, a part of the street was blocked off It struck me how 
unfortunate It was to have a child mJured before somethlllg was 
done The school bUIldlllg IS old, crumblmg, and overcrowded, yet 
I was told I should see the ones m Harlem 

It seemed to me that the professIOnals workmg m these areas 
had spent so much of themselves I could see thIS m the lack of lIfe 
m some of the social workers Their case loads were so heavy that 
they couldn't possibly give proper attentIon to each child I saw 
resignatIOn also at Bellevue Hospital, a public mstItutlOn where St 
Barnabas children were taken for clImcs I thmk that I've never been 
qUIte as depressed and angry as when I left there We sat waltlllg 
and waItmg for three hours before the doctor got to my child In the 
hall were many more people who had been waItmg longer than we 
The whole place exuded hopelessness I'll always remember the old 
man, covered by a dillgy hospital blanket, crymg as he waited for 
hIS X-rays, and the blank, emotIonless look of the orderly who 
pushed the beds around 

And yet, each of these mdlVlduals who reaches the public wel



fare stage presents a staggermg problem Each case history has 
somethmg m common with all the others enormity and hopeless
ness I felt pity for the adults, but the tragedy of the children af
fected me the most For many of them there was no hope beyond a 
permanent mstltutlOn For those discharged, the slum was waltmg 
I remember one of my httle girlS who was discharged and who re
turned with her mother for an mterVieW Already the dirty dress and 
the uncombed halr, the unsmihng, sad httle face testified to the 
quahty of her hfe 

The personahty damage to a child raised to matunty m an msti
tutlOn is tremendous Even at St Barnabas, which was one of the 
better ones, the child has no personal property The clothes he 
wears, the larger part of the toys he plays with, the room he sleeps 
m, hiS meals, are always common property Each child, I beheve, 
is entitled to the nght of havmg a chance to be an mdlVidual, of 
havmg a world of imagmatlOn all hiS own, of somethmg that is hiS 
very own Yet it is almost impossible, With fifteen children, to give 
everyone the mdividual attentlOn needed I found out that I had to 
be very careful not to give too much attentlOn to one child because 
of the tremendous Jealousy which was present There had to be a 
set routme and the child had to follow it 

My work as counselor mvolved also the role of mUSiC teacher 
Through our mUSiC and art programs we tned to give the child some
thmg of these imagmative worlds They enjoyed it tremendously 
because it opened entirely new worlds It took me about 21/2 months 
to finally break through the children's barners and reach them as 
human bemgs Even when they were naughty or disobedient, I knew 
and felt the closeness of understandmg Fmally I had penetrated to 
the child's affection I could look at my children Without thmkmg 
of one as a Negro, one as white They were all the same, and the 
hair no longer felt unusual It was only here that I could be truly 
effective m my work Unfortunately, my Job expenence had but 
three weeks remammg Yet, I felt that I had accomphshed the most 
Important thmg I must admit that I had never felt more useful, 
more needed There was never a bonng moment, never a moment 
that somethmg new wasn't happenmg that challenged me I felt that 
I could give and gIve and gIve I felt that for once there was a reason 
for my eXistmg I thmk all of us have some quahties whIch are 
ulllque to ourselves, and I beheve these can best be utihzed for some 
specific purpose The face of one child smilmg at you, putting hiS 
arms around you, and saymg qmetly, as if m secret, "MiSS Butners, 
I love you" is worth all the hours of work, all the thousands of 
words of repnmand, all the tantrums Each child is as complex as 



any adult, and he feels wIth some mstmctIve sense whether you 
really care or only say you do 

What I gamed from my work expenence IS a reaffirmation of my 
vocatIonal plans I know that I can never be the same person I've 
gamed more m personal matunty I'm not as naIve, but neIther am 
I diSillUSioned I still reahze that I can do only a small part to help 
Yet, the fact that Just a few mdlVlduals are gIven a chance for hfe 
IS enough I truly beheve m the nght of each mdlVldual, espeCIally 
each chIld, to have a chance for a Me WhICh gIves hIm the basIc es
sentials and satisfies hIS pnmary emotional and developmental 
needs New York Itself gave me a perspective on the degrees of van
atIon m the human condItion I saw the glamorous mIdtown section, 
the qUlet clean reSIdentIal sectlOns of Queens Yet, wherever I went, 
I could never erase the faces of my chl1dren or the slums on Hous
ton Street 

There IS here a responslblhty that every person m New York must 
undertake The waste of human potential, the waste of human be
mgs cannot be explamed by any ratlOnale I know myself that I can 
never have a satisfied, satIated hfe, knowmg that there are thousands 
of chIldren hke my own I thmk that I've never reahzed before the 
responSlblhtIes I have as a college student and future profeSSional 
lowe It to my[own conscIence and to the chl1dren to try to achIeve 
the greatest educatlOnal level, In order to help 

I 





WASHINGTON 

By Robert W lonta" 

Part One The CIty 
Stew Spaghetti, macarom, goulash, chop suey Pack 'em m' 

Chicken, turkey, dark meat, light meat, yellow meat - ground up, 
squeezed mto this Iron-gut casmg and steamed till done In the front, 
gnnd em up, out the back No, No' The back D C Sausage, Can't 
you read the SIgn? Move to the Rear and depart by the rear door 
Ouch' Excuse me roar dmg Dmg DING 

Wherever you go m the CIty, you can see It Lighted at mght, 
whIte and shmmg dunng the day, sometimes obscured by low clouds 
or high fog, always there stabbmg skyward It serves as a beacon, a 
gigantic "home tree" VISIble from the hot dusty streets of South,East 
to the cool greenness of the cobblestone SIdewalks of Georgetown 
It leads you back from wherever you are lost If you can see It, you 
can reach It If you can get to the monument, you can find your way 
home Even Lmcoln's memonal m ItS austere beauty and the CapI
tol Itself, With ItS wmdmg corndors, herds of tOUrIsts, plush lounges 
fitted With overstuffed senators and other furnIture, cannot rIval the 
Impressiveness of that stone needle slttmg comfortably on ItS small 
rIse of ground It IS the most smgular monument m the city 

You walk - to save money If for no other reason There IS a 
better reason The only way to see the CIty IS to walk around It' 
Three and one-half miles each way, every day, from home to work 
and back It's not that bad - there IS a great deal to be observed 
Your way leads up past the expenSIve shops of Connecticut Avenue 
(Anythmg you could want, everythmg you could need can be found 
on Connecticut or m the mght clubs of Georgetown) 

There are people 
"Say, buddy, can y' help me out?" 

"Would one of you gentlemen be mterested m a fine mOVie 
camera?" 

"Paper' Buy a paper, mlstuh?" 

"Fme candid photo of you m front of the White House, buy one?" 

"Issa cerream, POPslckles, ESK-I-MO PahEE'"
 
A club-foot beggar crawls toward you holdmg a tm cup m hIS
 

'Robert Ionta, a JunIOr mathematIcs major from Skaneateles, New York, IS 
presently studymg m Munster, Germany 



hand A woman m a san strolls by A drunk falls face down m the 
street m front of you, a crowd of screammg tounsts floods across the 
street People 

Then, suddenly, you're off Connecticut and headmg up 19th - a 
qUiet resIdential street wIth chIldren playlllg, and fence-enclosed 
front yards overflowmg wIth greenery Not a wealthy area, but a 
good mIddle-class neIghborhood 

They're puttmg up a new HIlton hotel facmg Flonda A gIant, 
many-plush-room constructlOn that IS far from fimshed Its st111
damp walls and cellars hold the cooler alr, and on a hot day a re
freshmg breeze blows across 19th Street at Flonda You can see It 
now 

You reach the Orange and Grapefrmt State's avenue No cars, go 
ahead Cross the street At once the atmosphere changes! A dank 
wllld IS expelled from the lower llltestmal tract of the Hotel and 
whistles across the street and around the back of your neck, an m
voluntary shIver follows You look up, the crumblmg shell of the 
old Chmese embassy stares sIghtlessly down at you through shat
tered wmdows You look around faces-none whIte, none fnendly 
You look down almost covered by dIrty newspapers and broken 
bottles, almost lost among the other mscnptIons on the surface of 
the SIdewalk, appears an epItaph scrawled m chIldish hand "I 
HATE" You turn the corner onto Vernon Street and climb the 
steep steps to a nondescnpt door III a block of nondescnpt doors 
Great Lakes College House and Sanctuary, Public not mVlted 

You're the mterloper here, here IS not your home watch your 
step' 

Washmgton IS an easy CIty m whIch to walk If you 1magme an 
open book, the Mall IS the center between the pages The CapItol IS 
at the very bottom of the Mall, the Lmcoln Memonal at the top 
You may 1magme that the nght-hand page IS North West and the 
left page South West The rows of type are the numbered streets 
startmg from the bottom of the page and gomg up towards the 
Memonal, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, etc Parallel to the Mall are the alphabet
Ical streets, C, D, E, These start from the second streets beyond 
the Mall and count out towards the outsIdes of the pages The two 
streets on eIther SIde of the Mall are Independence and ConstItutlOn 
FmaIly, If you were to Imagme cob-webs cnss-crossmg the open 
pages, they would be the large streets wIth the names of states, Penn
sylvama, New York, Connecticut, etc But remember, there are four 
sets of numbered and four sets of lettered streets, one for each dIVI
sion of D C It IS necessary to keep them straIght m order to aVOid 
much, much pam 



Georgetown, where the cheapest haircuts may be found, the best 
mght clubs are located, and most of the college students from G W 
and Amencan Umverslty may be found, extends from 7th N W to 
35th and from M N W to R N W Food and beverages may be pur
chased at many local markets and drug stores, etc The only rules 
whIch you must obey are the rules that say you have to be to work 
at 9 a m Monday through Fnday So watch the partles on week 
mghts Don't count on dnvmg around, It IS usually as fast to walk 
and parkmg IS always a problem 

By all means bnng some money Those who choose to rent apart
ments wIll need about $150 to get started, those who hve at the 
college house WIll reqmre at least $50 Most hkely you wIll be paid 
at the END of the first month of work, at the earhest after two 
weeks So plan for It Watch yourself at mght D C cnme rate IS 
hIgh If you plan to cook for yourself, food should run about $15 
per week There are reasonable government cafetenas where lunch 
may be purchased 

Above all, go slght-seemg dunng your first weeks you are here 
Soon It WIll all become famlhar to you and you and your fnends WIll 
be able to stand on the street corner, watch the hIgh-school tours, 
church groups, and other tounsts, and say just loud enough for ev
eryone to hear "Have you ever seen so many damn tounsts m your 
hiel" It gIves one a supenor feelmg 

Part Two The Job 
Here we are, ChIldren, Health Educatlon and Welfare Depart

ment, Pubhc Health SerVIce, Department of Chromc DIseases, Can
cer Control Program, Operatlonal StudIes Sectlon, Statlstlcal Meth
ods, Student Tramee If you stretch your Importance a bIt, perhaps 
you could be called an assIstant statlstlclan after a few weeks on the 
job But your pnmary purpose IS to learn Mr Geller, SectlOn Chief, 
and Mr De La Puente beheve m mtroducmg students to the field of 
statlstlcs TheIr behef IS the cause of your job Fme, so you're here, 
what do you do? 

The Pubhc Health SerVIce gIves financIal grants to vanous hos
pItals and medIcal schools across the country to mstlgate or aid theIr 
local programs m popular educatlOn concermng dlagnostlc tests and 
treatment for certam types of cancer In partIcular the types of can
cer WIth whIch you are concerned are cervIcal cancer m women and 
oral cancer The local agencies estabhsh cytology chmcs to whIch 
patlents are encouraged to come and be tested Some projects do 
thIS through the local physlClans (GP's) and Just act as a coordmat
mg agency for theIr mchvldual efforts It IS assumed by the PHS that 



these programs will someday become self sufficient and at that time 
aid will cease The overall goal IS, then, to reduce the mortality of 
cancer through educatmg the public to have regular tests 

In return for these goodies, the PHS reqUires that the projects 
submit a cumulative casefindIng report every SIX months, listIng all 
patients examIned and treated Along With thiS they must submit a 
narrative report on the progress which they mayor may not have 
made In the precedIng SIX months and Individual patient reports on 
each patient treated 

Your Job, In part, and a large part of the responsibility of the 
Section IS to evaluate these reports, compute analyses, and check 
them for errors Normally thiS would be an easy Job, however, It IS 
a law of nature and probably one of the commandments that doctors 
can't add Nor can they fill out the forms correctly Statistical Meth
ods IS responsible for straightenIng out these reports and findmg out 
why the hospItal may list more patIents treated than had cancer, etc 

The SectIOn also does the mIscellaneous statistIcal work for the 
Program - correlations, ChI-squares, graphs, tables, and most any
thIng else that comes along OperatIOnal StudIes SectIOn IS a "serv
Ice" group, and It does everyone's dirty work That means the math
ematical calculatIons that must be done, the actual work of puttmg 
tables and charts together - one of the most Important Jobs In the 
Program 

To return to the mdividual projects there are two sets of files, one 
file for each project One set IS m thiS office and contaInS only those 
Items relatIng to the statIstICS of each project The other IS found In 
Mr DeSJarlais' office These are filled WIth copIes of the applica
tion, commumcatIons, expendIture reports, etc Probably your first 
Job IS WIth these files The large casefindmg reports must be checked 
for errors How? You must add them over agam add up, add down, 
add across, add backwards, and add any other way you can thInk of 
What's on the front must agree WIth what's on the back But you 
soon learn most of the mtncaCieS of the form 

Each of the patIents exammed or "screened" by a project appears 
In at least one place on the form She may be (I say she because 
these comments relate to cerVIcal cancer projects and not oral The 
author had little to do WIth the oral forms - they dIffer somewhat) 
listed In the totals column only In that case the patIent would appear 
under "Unsatisfactory," meamng the test was not conclUSIve because 
the slide was not readable She may appear In any of the other cate
gones In the top group (totals) If thIS happens, then the same per
son should be accounted for In one of the dIVISions of part 5 If her 
test result IS negative, that IS to say no abnormal cells were discov



ered, she will appear somewhere m the "Negative" group If some 
Irregulanty was noticed but It dId not necessanly mdicate cancer, ' 
she would appear under "AtypIcal" If the results of the test show 
that she may have cancer, the patient wIll be found m the "SUSpI
CIOUS" category The "PosItive" category IS reserved for people 
whom the shde mdlcates have cancer Fmally, the patient may ap
pear, If she was treated or should have been treated, on the back of 
the sheet 

The categones mentIOned above are related to the method of de
tectIon, the Papamcolaou test or "Pap smear" A small amount of 
tissue IS removed from the patient - scraped off wIth a small tool 
- and placed on a glass shde ThIs shde IS then sent to a cytotech
mCIan who reads the shde and places It m ItS proper category After 
the Pap smear results are receIved the hospItal may order a bIOpSy 
to determIne exactly what ailment the patient has or the degree of 
the cancer Insitu cancer IS a well-behaved cancer growmg qUIetly 
wIthIn a certam tissue whIch may be removed rather easIly In
vaSIve cancer IS a mahgnancy whIch has spread to other tissues of 
the body and IS usually treated wIth radIatIOn because It IS almost 
ImpossIble to get all of It out by surgery How far It has spread IS 
shown by the degree hsted on the IndIVIdual patient treatment 
sheets Grade 0 IS InSItU, all above that are InVaSIVe to vanous ex
tents DysplasIa IS a claSSIficatIOn Into whIch IS dumped all the ab
normahtIes whIch no one can exactly claSSIfy but whIch may some
day turn Into InSItU cancer However, thIS IS not mcluded as cervIcal 
cancer "Under Cytology SupervISIon" Includes those people who, 
for some reason, are not otherWIse claSSIfied and who wIll have an
other smear wIthIn a short time 

These casefindIng reports must be checked agaInst the patient 
treatment sheets and the resultIng dIscrepancIes corrected After thIS 
IS done the StatistIcal Summary and AnalysIs must be computed and 
filled out Essentially they hst the same InformatIon as the Casefind
Ing report, but they have spaces for vanous rates and percents whIch 
are used by the SectIOn III evaluatIng the project 

As was Said, these projects are the maIn concern of the office, 
however SIllce other matters are taken up by the same staff and SInce 
you are a student and are here to learn about the program, you WIll 
normally find yourself dOIng many odd Jobs You run errands to the 
North BUIldIllg, sort IBM cards on the card sorters downstalfs (It IS 
hoped that soon most projects will have theIf IndIVIdual patIent re
ports coded on these cards), proofread pages for copyIng or pub
hcation, code IBM cards, punch IBM cards, look up matenal III the 
lIbrary on the thIrd floor, draw graphs and make up charts, fill cof



fee pots, answer telephones, hunt for mformatIon m the large files 
III Mr Deprlals' office, desIgn summary forms, calculate correla
tIons, and do ChI-squares (A ChI-square IS a method of determm
mg If the dIfference between the mformatIon reported m a table and 
the theoretIcal value of thIS mformatIon IS due to chance vanatIOn 
or whether It IS bIased III some way - that IS, whether the person 
domg a table has fudged hiS statIstIcs) ThIs IS about as close as you 
get to theoretIcal statIstIc work 

Most of the work which you do IS routme - of neceSSIty, for, as 
students, you are not expected to have any speCIal skills or knowl
edge However, It IS Important work, because It IS the baSIS for all 
the major deCISIOns made by the AdvIsory CommIttee and for the 
reports and publIcatIons WhICh leave the Program WhIle you are 
here you learn the operatIon of a desk calculator Hour after hour 
you SIt at that damn machme and lIsten to ItS mcessant clackmg But 
the calculator IS a necessary tool and very handy when you need It 

Actually, what you need for thIS Job IS a lIttle mtellIgence, the 
abIlIty to wnte legIbly, and the abIlIty to add and subtract Smce I 
had neIther of the last two I suffered greatly As most of the employ
ees of CCP WIll say, thIS office IS the best m the program, the fnend
lIest, the most coordmated, and the eaSIest m WhIch to work The 
pressure IS not m excess, although It mcreases as the AdVIsory Com
mittee meetmgs draw near You have a chance to make almost as 
many mIstakes as you are able before Mrs Namey's patIence wears 
thm, you have tIme to learn about the office and what's gomg on 
Overall, I should say thIS office IS a good place to work 



ISLANDS 

By Sally Mendelsohni' 

For the past two weeks, the break between straIght work and 
school work, the word "mce" has been used volummously m my 
small, descnptIve vocabulary On my way back to school, slttmg m 
an open motel room, after an afternoon on Lake MIchIgan, the sun IS 
settmg warmly m a rosy, golden haze between the trees The early 
evemng aIr IS pleasant and outsIde our front door there IS Just a dnft 
of cars at an undlsturbmg dIstance The atmosphere IS one of peace 
and calm Thus the word that shapes Itself IS "mce," a word that 
descnbes so mdefimtely yet fully the unexpressIble peace 

I've felt thIS way smce my tIme m New York CIty calm It has 
been a vacatIon, a release from duty I'm tempted to descnbe the 
beautIful moments (motonng on the OhIO RIver, churnmg up ItS 
mky blackness, touchmg ItS watery surface, whIch meets the sharp 
mght aIr, or, dnvmg OhIO countrysIde at 5 m the mornmg - heavy 
fog and mIst nsmg from our RIver - the mcomparable wIld beauty 
of It and the sun turmng whole spots and bends mto spun gold wIth 
every green leaf standmg out etched starkly m color and mornmg 
dew) to express my mood smce New York and probably largely 
a result of my expenence there 

It's dIfficult to summanze that tIme, because my JOY m these two 
weeks has been calm and mute SometImes It breaks about 
frolIckIng, coltIsh to an unthInkmg crescendo, but more often It IS 
Just there - InsIde, far below the surface - beyond the talkmg 
pomt, but defimtely a part of me 

New York was a dIfferent tIme, a dIfferent pace I place It as the 
Island we all know It to be vIbrant wIth mIllIons of people and 
hundreds of actIvItIes, and yet In thIS same sense of movement, there 
IS often a hornble hundred-fold vacant stanng and ultImately pur
poseless rush due to the CIty'S accepted functIOnalIsm that has neI
ther created nor left much beauty It IS an Island of contrasts and 
explosIveness, partIcularly full thIS year of Amenca's dIsturbed, "out 
of Jomt" qualIty And of course the World's FaIr adds ItS dIscordant 
number to the SImmer 

I lIved, wIth Lucmda Nelson and Astnda Butners, m an Insular 
commumty, one of many the larger Island affords I lIved at St 
Barnabas House, a long, squat bUlldmg, off of Bleecker Street, be
tween the Bowery (two blocks East) and the VIllage (about four 
blocks West) St Barnabas IS a temporary shelter housmg seventy 

*Sally Mendelsohn, a Jumor English major from CmcmnatJ, OhIO IS presently 
studymg m Caen, France 
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chIldren, staff (some lIve m, most do not), offices for staff members, 
as well as the offices for the New York Protestant EpIscopal MIssIOn 
SocIety (where I worked) Our smaller Island provIded hours of 
mterest - treks to the VIllage and exploratIOns of the Bowery We 
were slummmg and wornedly well aware of It when lllght had long 
before dropped ItS curtaIn of explosIve darkness 

LIvmg there was Indeed meanmgful The three of us became close 
fnends, hvmg m two adJoIlllng rooms at the end of one of the staff 
halls on the second floor We came to know almost all the staff 
the ExecutIve DIrector of St Barnabas House, and hIS wIfe, nurses, 
psychIatnsts, socIal workers, counselors, and Lucmda and I got to 
know the thIrty school-age chIldren who lIved on the second floor, 
due to our Wednesday lllght volunteer seSSIOns from five tIl eIght or 
nme The last was parucularly meanmgful for me I dIscovered In 
thIS first tIme ever workmg WIth chIldren that I do lIke them, that I 
want to see and help them grow 

LIfe m these two Islands was full - full enough for whole days 
Sohtary or Jomt exploratIOns of neighborhoods, plays, mOVies, mu
seums, chIldren to work WIth, people to get to know, etc, etc, etc 

But I haven't gotten to that thIrd Island yet, my field work With 
the New York Protestant Episcopal MISSion SOCIety, WhIch I men
tIoned above It was decided that I should work here The Society 
IS a sOCial serVIce agency The meat of thIS report IS my daily JOur
nal of reports made for my three superVIsors, Father Snyder, Mrs 
Marshall and MISS Bennett These people prOVIded me WIth the 
most pleasant, yet profitable, non-Job one could hope to be blessed 
With Particularly the older of the three, Mrs Marshall and Father 
Snyder, tned to treat me to as much talk, expenence and work as 
It was pOSSible for me to digest and grow on ' 

I thmk they succeeded well, because I enjoyed every day there, 
and as much as I loved week-ends, I also looked forward to the 
next surpnsmg day of work, or as I term It, "non-Job" There was 
time to see, to do, to thmk, to learn, to record and to evaluate 
(through the Journal I have mentIOned and will enclose) 

Mrs Marshall was an mdefatIgable, ageless woman Sohd and a 
fine person, due m a large part I suspect to her personal goals and 
behefs Her aim for me was growth, as much as pOSSible, open 
mmdedness and an eXaIllmatIon and plannmg before action 

Father Snyder IS the head of Family Service and co-ordmator of 
the other services Frequently m the Journal you Will find references 
to talks WIth hIm He IS that kmd of man - always there, wlllmg to 
listen and help whenever pOSSIble We spent much tIme gomg over 
my work or talkIng senously or remIlllscently or humorously 



MISS Bennet, who was my other supervisor, IS a young woman m 
her twenties Capable and a hard, effiCIent worker She qUit a httle 
after I dId, to contmue her master's work 

Often I did secretarIal type work, so Carmen, Mrs Green and 
Mrs Harned, the three secretarIes, and I became Jokmg or serIOUS 
frIends They too, very much, contrIbuted to the sense of hkmg 
work and lookmg forward to It There was discord m the office, but 
It surfaced very httle and the participants contamed It m themselves 
In fact, It was really only dUrIng the last week that I was aware of 
these tensIOns 

I realized dUrIng these days what a vastness New York IS It IS 
almost an Island "entire to Itself," one could work there all his hfe 
constantly glVlng of himself, his education, his talents and his human 
warmth, to try to ameliorate the human situatIOn I questIOned often, 
though, how much a social service person can do or rather how much 
one man can do for another The experIence remforced my Ideas 
that each man must hve his own hfe, servmg and bemg served One 
must be developed, develop himself, be aware wIth a perspective 
and give as much as he possibly can 

I don't know yet what I will "major" m - I mean this m regard 
to school and to vocatIOn I do know that I "can do," "can get 
along" I hke the beautiful moments and want to create more of 
them! 

I'm all for ExpenentIal Quarter' Even better would be two My 
expenence was particularly educatIOnal - m the sense of person 
and hfe Islands all related' 

7564 
PS 

The time between quarters IS a period of hesitation Unless 
one must be working from 9 'til 5 or keeping regular hours, time 
IS shifting sands and bright spots - mirage thoughts or genuine 




