
s p r i n g  2 0 0 9

T
H

E
 M

A
G

A
Z

IN
E

 O
F

 K
A

L
A

M
A

Z
O

O
 C

O
L

L
E

G
E



Fr
om

 th
e P

re
si

de
nt

L ike big companies, small businesses, and families everywhere, Kalamazoo College feels the effects of the global 

recession. As I am sure you are doing, we are proactively managing our revenue streams and costs to be the best 

fiscal stewards possible. 

The good news is that “K” is in fine shape for the current fiscal year, which ends June 30. We know that we will 

face some real challenges in the future. To plan for these issues, the senior leadership team and I, with input from the 

Finance Committee of the Board of Trustees, are monitoring and evaluating our major revenue sources: tuition, the 

interest we earn on our endowment, and the financial gifts we receive from you—alumni, parents, employees, and 

other friends of the College. Our applications are down compared to 2008 but are relatively close to the previous year. 

Through Dec. 31, the first six months of our fiscal year, our endowment dropped by 25 percent. However, giving from 

friends like you was only slightly below the same period in 2007. Thank you for continuing to make “K” a priority! We 

are developing strategic responses to address these potential revenue shortfalls.

There is much more I could share about our response to the economic downturn, but I would rather spend time 

sharing our achievements with you. For more detail about “K” and the global economic downturn, please read my 

letter in the recent issue of BeLight, our e-magazine (www.kzoo.edu/belight). 

As important as financial matters are to all of us who have a stake in the College, it’s our people and the 

educational experience we provide that define us. Let me share a few of the accomplishments of those who make “K” 

such a special place. 

Chemistry professor Jeff Bartz, Guilds director Joan Hawxhurst, “K” senior Aidis Tuxhari, and online community-

building expert Emily Inlow-Hood ’99 gave a presentation on the Kalamazoo College Guilds that drew rave reviews 

from a national audience at the recent meeting of the American Association of Colleges and Universities. Learn more 

about Guilds at www.kzoo.edu/guilds.

Chemistry professor Laura Furge received a grant of nearly $200,000 from the National Institutes of Health to 

conduct research into adverse reactions between medicines in people who must take multiple medications. Student 

research assistants (including Brendan Butler ’07 and Cathy Mocny ’10) have been working with Dr. Furge on this 

project since 2006 and helped generate the preliminary data used to secure the grant. 

Art professor Sarah Lindley’s original ceramic works have been juried into highly competitive and selective art 

shows in Arizona and South Korea.

Seniors Mithil Pandhi, Allyson Chun, Tom Nudell, and Lauren Kroll recently earned a $1,000 Good Neighbor 

Grant from State Farm Insurance to fund their literacy and tutoring outreach into the Kalamazoo community.

The list goes on. I urge you to regularly visit the “K” News & Events page at www.kzoo.edu/pr for more. 

With accomplishments and experiences like these it’s no wonder that Kiplinger’s Personal Finance magazine has 

cited Kalamazoo College as one of the best values in private liberal arts colleges nationwide. The College ranked 48th 

in the country (and tops in Michigan) for combining “outstanding economic value with exceptional education.” Most 

of the schools ranked above us have endowments much larger than ours. In my opinion, if we had the endowment of 

many of those institutions, then our affordability would combine with our quality to make us number one!

With the best efforts of all of us we will not only weather the current challenges but also position the College to 

flourish as economic conditions inevitably rebound. Thank you for all you do in support of our mission.

Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran, President

Dear Alumni, Families of Students, 
and Friends of Kalamazoo College:
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Features
18 The “K” Effect
Rick Halpert ’69 has been or is a “K” student, alumnus, 
and parent. Now add “professor.” That multiplicity of roles 
makes him an expert on the “‘K’ Effect.” 

28 Frontier Man  
Meet a “mitochondriac” with a mean NMR! The research of 
Blake Hill ’84 is uncovering the secrets of cell signaling and 
potential applications for new medical treatments.

30 Action Figure
Don’t expect ex-Hornet hoops star Charles Tucker ’56 to head 
to the sidelines anytime soon. He thrives on sports action all 
over the world.

Plus, great letters from readers (page 4); education professor Olga 
Bonfiglio’s report on senior Nick Leonard’s SIP in Detroit’s urban 
gardens (page 8); Associate Professor of Music and Bach Festival 
Director Jim Turner (page 2), this issue’s “Uncommon Common;” 
lots of Homecoming news and photos (page 37), including three 
distinguished award winners (Harold Decker ’67, Amy Courter 
’83, and Marigene Arnold) (page 11); how math missionary 
John Fink uses his endowed professorship to spread math joy in 
Ecuador (page 48); the Knoechel generational butterfly story (the 
swim stroke, not the insect); lots of class notes, and more.  

Corrections
Evelyn (Lyon) Brownlee wrote a lovely reminiscence (“Present 
at the Creation”) about her foreign study experience in Nairobi, 
Kenya, in the Fall 2008 LuxEsto. Evelyn is a member of the Class 
of 1969. The laboratory pictured on the February 2009 175th 
Anniversary Calendar (Fall 2008 LuxEsto) was in the Olds Science 
Building.

Note to Readers:
To help ensure its undergraduate experience remains affordable to 
students and their families, Kalamazoo College will discontinue 
the summer edition of LuxEsto. LuxEsto will publish in the spring 
and fall. The e-magazine BeLight (www.kzoo.edu/belight/) comes 

out in January, May, and September.

Endowed Leaps (cover story)

Alison Trump used a Beeler Fellowship to pursue 
her passion to study international development, live 

a sustainable lifestyle, and help others do the same. 
Her class work, second language, and study abroad 

(Ecuador) harmonized in perfect pitch for her pursuit. 
Thanks to a Beeler Fellowship during her rising senior 

summer, she worked for CARE in Guatemala, an experience 
that will be the foundation of her Senior Individualized Project. 

Endowed gifts like the Beeler make possible the great leaps of 
students like Alison and her classmate Ross Fletcher (pictured 

on the cover). See page 21 for the story.
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Jim Turner is a man of many talents; the most 

obvious of which are his ability to convey his 

deep knowledge of music to Kalamazoo College 

students and his skills in the kitchen.

     Turner is Associate Professor of Voice and Director of 

Choral Activities and since 1996 has also been director 

of the Bach Festival, now in its 62nd season. The South 

Carolina native made a number of stops before arriving on 

the Kalamazoo College campus in a part-time capacity in 

1994. He taught briefly at Lake Michigan College in Benton 

Harbor and spent a dozen years at Detroit’s Marygrove College, 

where he was voted Outstanding Teacher.  He also taught at 

schools in Minnesota, Mississippi, and Tennessee. 

Before settling here, Turner was dubious about the quality of 

choral groups with which he would work.

“Most of the ensembles I had [at Marygrove] were composed 

of music majors and minors,” he said.  “Ninety-five percent of 

my ‘K’ students are science majors and English majors, so I just 

assumed that I wouldn’t have the quality of program. I had taken 

the Marygrove choir on three international tours, and we had 

competed in Ireland and Wales.”

Turner was in for a surprise. 

“What I’ve found about the students here,” Turner continued, 

“is that while they may not have a strong music background, it’s 

amazing what one can do with really bright students. The students 

learn very quickly. Since I’ve been teaching here, I’ve had probably 

a dozen first place winners in different categories in the National 

Association of Teachers of Singing competitions, and many others 

have placed in those competitions.  These are frequently not music 

majors. That’s been a great lesson in teaching for me.

“‘K’ students seek out music. I’m not recruiting them, but the 

students feel that music is part of having a well-rounded liberal 

arts education,” said Turner. “One of my best students is an English 

major who is going to give a full senior recital, which is usually a 

requirement for a voice major. She’s doing it because she can—

there’s no requirement—and because it is so important to her.”

Turner’s position as director of the Bach Festival has also led 

him to undertake musical performances that he wasn’t able to 

accomplish before.

“Now I have this group of committed singers with the 

Bach Festival, and I’m able to do stuff that I could never do at 

Marygrove,” he said. “I’ve done collaborations with the Kalamazoo 

Symphony Orchestra, I prepare the chorus for Raymond Harvey 

[KSO music director], and with the Bach choir I’ve done perfor-

mances of the Mozart Requiem and other major works, so I’m 

doing much larger works with the orchestra and a really fine choir.  

[Before coming to ‘K’] I never thought I’d be doing that kind of 

large orchestral choral work.”

Kalamazoo’s second oldest musical organization 

and one of the nation’s premier Bach organizations, the Bach 

Festival Society was founded in 1947 by Henry Overley, professor 

of music at the College at that time, who wanted to bring together 

people from both the College and the community to experience 

the joy of making music, in particular to recreate the choral and 

instrumental music of J.S. Bach and his contemporaries. With 

active involvement of the community, the festival has grown over 

the years and is now year-long and includes educational programs, 

lectures, an organ crawl, young artist competitions, performances 

with the Kalamazoo Symphony, as well as the traditional 

Christmas and grand finale concerts.

Turner has also taken the organization beyond Bach, a move 

similar to that done by the Bach festival in Carmel, Calif. During 

the 2008–2009 season, for example, music from a variety of conti-

nents was performed by the Bach Festival Chorus and the Western 

Brass Quintet at the annual Bach Fest Christmas concert. This 

concert featured traditional European Baroque and classical works 

as well as a newly commissioned carol by local composer and Bach 

chorus member Victor Garcia, Class of 1997.

Turner became director in the festival’s 50th anniversary 

year at a time when the organization was in turmoil over some 

personnel issues. In fact, the chorus was down to just five singers, 

according to Turner. “Having only been here a couple of years, I 

was really struggling trying to recruit singers,” he said.  “It has 

taken a long time to build it back up.  Good friends, people in 

the music department, and friends of friends have really helped 

me recruit good singers.” The chorus now has between 60 and 70 

singers, Turner said. 

When he entered the rather unsettled Bach organization as 

director, Turner was not unaccustomed to bumps in his career. 

Two years earlier, he and about 150 others had applied for a music 

faculty position at a small Midwestern college, which had an 

excellent music department. Turner made the final group of three 

applicants and taught on the campus for two days as part of the 

hiring process. He said that on a Friday he was contacted by the 

music department chair and offered the job, which he accepted. 

Turner spent the weekend in high spirits. However, bad news    

was imminent.

“I got a phone call on Monday afternoon from the chair of 

the search committee saying that the president of the college had 

vetoed the appointment because of my being gay, and the provost 

had upheld the veto,” Turner said. The school’s music faculty 

protested the decision, but the administration did not back down.

This devastating turn of events forced Turner into therapy, 

and he considered suing the school, but decided against a law suit 

for a number of reasons. 

But that wasn’t the end of Turner’s experiences on that 
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particular campus.

“The college’s repertory theater department, 

which uses facilities at the college but is actually 

separate from the academic curriculum, asked me 

to be the vocal coach that very summer for Forty 

Second Street,” he said. “So I came on campus, which 

was pretty difficult for me to do. I did that for three 

summers, and it was in many ways the best therapy.”

Turner was admittedly gun-shy when a call came 

from a colleague telling him about a part-time opening 

in Kalamazoo College’s music department, but Turner 

was encouraged to take the position from people here 

that knew him through his musical activities.

“I did have to go through a national search for 

a full-time position at ‘K’ [which included the Bach 

directorship] a couple of years later,” said Turner, 

“and by that time I had strong support from the music 

faculty and [other faculty members who] knew me 

and would come to concerts. I had the support of 

the president at that time, so it turned out that I’m 

definitely at the right place. This institution supports 

anybody on staff regardless of their sexual orientation. 

The College is known for being incredibly fair in its 

hiring practices. I think about all this now, and I’ve 

been really lucky.”

Cooking is also an important part of Turner’s life.

“I do love to cook,” he said. “I waited tables in 

New Orleans when I did graduate work at LSU, and I 

got into that world. Paul Prudhomme was the chef at Commander’s Palace; 

that’s where I started waiting tables, and that’s where I got started cooking. 

I’ve never done it professionally, but I do a lot of cooking for friends and 

students when I have time.

“I do a lot of Southern cooking that I watched my mama do. I really 

love French and Creole cooking. I started reading cook books, Julia Child 

and Jacques Pepin and Alice Waters—she’s a great hero of mine.  I’m begin-

ning to do a lot more Italian cooking, but it started with the New Orleans 

and the Southern influence.” Turner also watches Paula Deen on the Food 

Channel on occasion because her food is cooked in the style of his mother’s, but he says that he 

finds Deen’s use of lump crab meat in her hush-puppy recipe “outrageous.”

It turns out that for Turner, there are many similarities between his musical endeavors and 

his cooking.

 “If I’m doing a special birthday dinner, it does become like a musical performance, especially when I 

do something like my mom’s 70th birthday, and I’m cooking for 50 people and doing six courses. When I’m 

preparing a musical score, I do a lot of research.  I do a lot of reading and listening, of course. In cooking, I 

read a lot of recipes and really plan out a menu, and then when the time comes to make it all happen, it is like a 

performance. It is certainly related to music in that way.” End

Jim Turner at 
work with music 
students. They may 
not be music majors, 
but music is an 
indispensable part 
of their liberal arts 
experience.



Amazing Teacher
I spent two years tracking down a valued and very popular 

college prof: Dr. John B. Moore, associate professor of 

philosophy at Kalamazoo College from 1964 to 1969. 

I was finally successful in 2003 with the help of Dr. 

David Scarrow. More recently, Dr. Moore’s name came up 

repeatedly during the Class of 1968’s reunion weekend last October, and I 

promised to share his contact information and what I had learned.

Dr. Moore was bigger than life and dedicated to and very popular with students. Everyone 

still knows him. The urban legend on campus back then was that he came to “K” recom-

mended as the best faculty candidate that Harvard College had produced in 15 years. Once 

here he refused all course assignments except introductory classes, but he never taught an 

intro class the same way twice. The introductory philosophy course I happened to take 

started with week-old articles on the philosophy of computers. It was exciting and cutting 

edge stuff (“K” had purchased its first computer just the year before), and I was shocked 

to find that boring things like angels dancing on pin heads related to the philosophy 

of computers! In his class you included a blank cassette when you turned in papers, 

which he used to provide audio comments on your work. Those comments often 

took the shape of a 30-minute stream of consciousness discussion. Dr. Moore had a 

frumpy pear-shaped build [or so it seemed back then] that belied the Junior Davis 

Cup Tennis player that he was. As he became completely engrossed in lecturing, 

he’d unconsciously pull down on his cheeks with his fingers, like gouging clay 

from a hill side. Everyone remembers that.

My classmate Vern Davis is a department chair today because Dr. Moore 

sought Vernie out in Welles Hall and told him he should be a college professor. 

It blew Vernie away and changed his career goal from working for the YMCA to 

a professorship.

Dr. Moore left “K” to go to Harvard Law School, specifically to 

explore the philosophical underpinnings of contemporary social issues 

from a foundation in the state of the law. He earned his J.D. in 1971 

and then accepted an appointment 

in the philosophy department at 

Northwestern University, where he 

developed the concept of getting 

philosophers into specialized law 

school courses to serve as the basis 

for doctoral level philosophical 

thought in that area. A major 

interest of his was first amendment issues as they 

applied to radio and television law and licensing. 

After Northwestern he practiced law in Dallas. 

His wife, Elizabeth, was a major partner in a 

large national firm. In 1993 they moved back 

to Dr. Moore’s hometown of Gladewater, 
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John Moore in 
his office and 
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Texas. Dr. Moore and Elizabeth have a son, Douglas, a Harvard 

graduate (history and literature) and renowned Ultimate Frisbee 

player. He works in New York developing educational software for 

hand-held computers.

Dr. Moore still wrestles with the larger issues that face 

society: Why is it that life has such a high value? Does it? Should 

it? What are the implications of the answers to these questions 

on issues such as capital punishment, abortion rights, and 

euthanasia?

It was gratifying for me to reconnect with this professor 

who was so important to my education. In the event that others 

may want to reconnect with Dr. Moore, here is the contact info: 

491 Gay Avenue, Gladewater, TX 75647-4407 / 903.845.5355 / 

903.845.4410 (home).

Ed Thompson ’68

I’m a Michigander
In your article about the new provost (“New provost weathers early 

storms,” Fall 2008) Mr. McDonald said that he feels “like a true 

Michigander.” Good for him! Unfortunately, you mis-corrected him 

by asserting that he is now a “Michiganian.”

It may be true that sometime in the 1970s—I forget the 

exact year—the Michigan Legislature passed a measure making 

“Michiganian” its preferred designation. But when did we start 

allowing politicians to determine what is appropriate for our 

language? After all, even the Michigan Historical Center, a unit 

of state government, says that “... people who call Michigan their 

home use the word they like best.

“There is no ‘official’ term.”

Bryan A. Garner, author of the indispensible language refer-

ence “Garner’s Modern American Usage” says that “Someone 

from Michigan is, by statute, called a Michiganian—but many 

Michiganians prefer to be called Michiganders.” (See the entry 

on “Denizen Labels.”)

In matters of language, I am a moderate prescriptivist, 

believing that we should use style guides, but that over time 

popular usage prevails. And by that score, there’s no contest: 

“Michigander” prevails by far. A Google search returns 156,000 

results for “Michigander,” but only 14,700 for “Michiganian.”

John LaPlante ’85

 

Memory
After having spent a delightful hour reading the Fall 2008 LuxEsto 

and many accounts of study abroad experiences, I came to the 

last page of the issue and read with sadness of the passing of Jean 

Collin, longtime professor in Caen.  As if it were yesterday, the 

memory of our first meeting flooded my consciousness—he intro-

duced himself with a French pun—“Je m’appelle Monsieur Collin, 

avec deux “l” (ailes) pour bien voler.”  Wow, memory is a crazy 

thing!  Thanks for the memories.

Kayla Bodzin Vodnoy ’80

Light!
The Baccalaureate Service ( June 2008) was wonderful—such 

creativity and good words! Even though I had four years of 

Latin, I’m still not clear on lux esto: “be light” or “let there be 

light?” Commencement too was well done and moving. Please, 

please print Professor Waldemar Schmeichel’s observations on 

“This Little Light of Mine” in LuxEsto, if he’s willing. It was a  

lovely and memorable reflection—outstanding among the many 

good ones.

Ellen Gartrell McGeorge, mother of Julia Gartrell ’08 

LuxEsTo REspoNds:

The translation of lux esto depends on whom you talk to. Some 

say “be light,” others, “let there be light.” We prefer the former. It 

suggests the value of learning (becoming light) and that one end 

of learning is social service (by becoming light, one shares or gives 

light). At the same time our preferred translation suggests the 

importance of a sense of humor, of not taking oneself too seriously.

Professor Schmeichel graciously consented to our sharing his 

meditation on light.

This LiTTLE LighT oF MiNE

From years ago you might remember the Sunday School song, 

“This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine, let it shine, let it 

shine, let it shine.” Were I less considerate of you I might sing it 

and make the requisite hand movements.

We have a declarative statement. There is a light, it is little, 

and it is mine. We are not told the origin of this light, why it 

should be there, or who might have introduced it. It is just there, 

unapologetically attached to us, ours as much as, say, our bushy 

hair or crooked smile. But then comes the adjective “little.” If the 

noun gives, the adjective takes away, at least cuts down to size. 
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But before an argument ensues between parts of speech, our song 

makes them “mine.” Therefore, not just a light or a little one, but 

my little light. This is what I have, it is not much, but it is mine. 

So what follows? Much could. If I am impressed by the adjective, I 

could start complaining. If light does what light can, I could go in 

many directions. If “mine,” the personal pronoun, takes 

over, I can join the possessive strain of my culture and 

wrap my arms around it and never let go.

The song’s wisdom lies in the resolve “I’m gonna let it 

shine.” I am going to give that light its inherent freedom to act 

out what it can, to be itself, to achieve a benefit suitable to itself. I 

will step aside and let the light be light. But because it is small and 

it is mine, I need to give myself courage for this act. And thus the 

song expresses the resolve four times. “I’m gonna let it shine, let it 

shine, let it shine, let it shine.” Five words to make a declaration, 14 

to convince myself what to do with it. One phrase to make a claim, 

one sentence asserted four times how to make the claim effective.

One can argue that the small requires convincing. One can 

point to the possessive strength of the personal pronoun. Or one 

can stay with the light and recognize its incomparable quality. 

When it appears, wherever it does, in whatever size, it asserts 

itself, and the fourfold “I’m gonna let it shine” becomes less a 

resolve and more a celebration.

Waldemar Schmeichel

June 14, 2008

Delayed Experience
I enjoy reading the magazine, every issue.  Occasionally I even see 

reference to someone I knew.

In the latest issue, Fall 2008, in the February calendar, the 

1940’s lecturer has to be Lemuel Fish Smith, professor of chem-

istry, and the room has to be in Olds Science Hall, which opened 

in 1928, according to the March calendar on the next page.

I read every word about the study abroad reminiscences 

and recalled my somewhat delayed experience.  I spent nearly 

two years (1966-68) in Cameroun, in charge of construction and 

maintenance at Le College Evangelique de Libamba, a secondary 

boarding school for about 300 students, about half way between 

the port of Douala and the capital, Yaounde. I first brushed up my 

French at L’Ecole Fraternel, Le Chambon-sur-Lignon, in Haute 

Loire, France.  I was surprised how much I remembered after 33 

years!  Not long after arriving, I started doing the shopping in 

Yaounde for all things mechanical for the school—I carried my 

French-English dictionary and improvised a lot.  A mail order 

catalog, similar to the old Sears ones, helped enormously.  The 

director of L’Ecole Fraternel was surprised at my vocabulary, when 

I visited afterward.  I still think in French occasionally.

On leaving I traveled nine months in 33 countries in Africa, 

the Middle East, Europe, and even Iceland, where I stayed at a 

convent for about five days.  There were numerous adventures, of 

course, and some of those countries would be too dangerous to 

visit today.

William H. Weber ’39

“K” Touch 
by Catherine Cutcher ’96 

The motto, “The world is our campus,” attracted me to Kalamazoo 

College in 1992, and it still shapes my life.  Most recently, as a U.S. 

Fulbright Student in Kenya last year, I again realized that educa-

tion has no borders and no end.  

At Kalamazoo College I majored in sociology and anthro-

pology with a concentration in international and African studies.  

During my four years I spent more time off-campus than on.  

My first “venture out” was the Philadelphia Urban Studies 

program, where I studied economics and interned at the Women’s 

International League for Peace and Freedom.  In 1994, I left 

North America (for the first time) for Africa and the College’s 

study abroad program in Kenya.  For six months I lived with 

local families, studied Kiswahili, traveled around the country, 

and engaged in independent research.  I returned to Kenya for my 

Senior Individualized Project and wrote about young people living 

on Nairobi’s streets, their struggle for survival and identity.  These 

were amazing journeys, made more meaningful by the rigorous 

coursework in social sciences and the liberal arts. Each amplified 

the other.

And this well-rounded education from Kalamazoo College 

continues to serve me well.  Fourteen years after my maiden voyage 

to Kenya, I returned with a Fulbright Fellowship for my disserta-

tion research on popular and informal education among women’s 

organizations in the Coast Province.  For most of this year, I 

have observed and participated in women’s groups, adult educa-

tion classes, microfinance organizations, farmers’ cooperatives, 

religious groups, and schools.  I have witnessed contrasts between 

urban and rural communities, Muslims and Christians, males and 

females, and people of multiple ethnic groups.  I have explored the 

relationships between environment, economy, development, and 

education.  I have learned about the barriers to formal education 

for women and girls in Kenya and the possibilities for informal 

education led by a very grassroots, indigenous women’s movement. 

The foundations for my success in this project were laid by 



Kalamazoo College.  My education there staked new boundaries far beyond my conception of what a 

typical undergraduate experience would be.  And I acquired skills and attitudes that remain invaluable.  

One such attitude is an inquisitiveness (and appreciation) of other cultures and peoples throughout 

the world.  I was lucky to travel to Kenya when I was just 19 years old (beginning a love affair with that 

country that has endured half my life), and I was fortunate to have classmates studying in countries 

as diverse as China, Italy, Ecuador, Nepal, Spain, Swaziland, France, Sierra Leone, Mexico, Thailand, 

Senegal, Japan, the UK, Germany, and Venezuela.  We shared our experiences upon our return to 

campus.  I have come to realize that this was a unique experience, and it sowed a desire and aptitude 

for global understanding that is an asset in today’s diverse, dynamic, and interconnected world.

I learned to sharpen my ability for keen observation through participation and to deepen my 

reflection through writing and learning a new language.  I learned that traveling and doing ethno-

graphic fieldwork is a holistic experience.  The College nurtured my commitment to social justice and 

my passion for service learning.  I learned skills for participatory action research, and the importance 

of doing research in partnership with local people that will lead to positive action for change. I also 

learned the value of emotional intelligence, that vital ability to connect with others through empathy 

and compassion.  I am particularly grateful to Professors Kiran Cunningham, Kim Cummings, 

Marigene Arnold, Bob Stauffer, and Sandra Kryst for helping me develop these skills.

The study abroad program provided a network that endures today.  Dr. Tom Wolf, the former 

director of the “K” program in Kenya, continues to be a friend and valued academic advisor for my 

research there.  I have returned to visit the family that hosted me in Taita when I was a student in 

1994, and we have joyfully reconnected after many years.  Their children were 12, 10, and 5 years of 

age at the time, and now they are all young adults!  I have learned the importance of sustaining 

these relationships, and have enjoyed having long-term connections with my 

Kenyan family and friends.

“K” also taught me the value of taking risks and living 

with integrity.  Cross-cultural research and development 

work require seriousness, sincerity, and commitment.  My 

commitment was tested this year, as the post-election violence 

in Kenya spiraled out of control, claiming the lives of more than 

1,000 people and displacing an estimated 600,000 people from 

their homes.  Kenya, which has always been known as an “island 

of peace” in the volatile region of East Africa, suddenly became 

depicted as a “conflict zone” in the international media.  I decided 

to remain and to continue my research in spite of the concerns of 

my family and friends.  I realized that I was not taking any risks that 

others around me were not also facing, and I had faith in Kenyans’ 

ability to resolve their conflicts.  I also found solace in building commu-

nity and solidarity with the people around me.  I have learned the value 

of hands-on, direct diplomacy and peacemaking and am relieved that things have improved a 

great deal since the initial crisis.

I am deeply grateful to Kalamazoo College for laying these foundations and training me to 

be a sensitive anthropologist, researcher, and scholar-activist.  I have discovered an interesting 

and stimulating career. It allows me to touch the lives of people halfway around the world. It 

allows my life to be touched and changed by them. I look forward to sharing these lessons 

soon with my own students.

Catherine “Cat” Cutcher is a Ph.D. candidate in Cultural Studies in Education and Women’s 

Studies at Ohio University. End
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For senior Nick Leonard the letters S-I-P mean more than the 

acronym of the K-Plan’s Senior Individualized Project. His 

SIP became a gateway to a new way of living and thinking 

about the world. Like many SIPs, his started with struggle. The 

pre-law English major was concerned about environmental issues, 

but he wrestled with ways he could approach this complex and 

multifaceted subject.

His SIP journey started last winter when he took Professor of 

Sociology Kim Cummings’ course, “How to Change the World,” a 

class oriented toward students who want to convert their concern 

regarding sustainability into effective action. During the spring 

quarter, he took Associate Professor of Political Science Dan 

Lipson’s seminar on “Environmental Policy and Politics.”  Through 

this class Nick was able to combine his concern for the environ-

ment and his interest in law.

Meanwhile, his girlfriend and fellow senior, Erin Mette, 

a proponent of the local food movement, told Nick about her 

summer internships with the urban gardens in Kalamazoo.  “That 

sounds cool,” he thought, and decided he would do the same, only in 

Detroit.  After all, he had always liked gardening, often helping his 

mother with her backyard garden in Grosse Pointe.  And why not 

shape this urban farming internship into a key part of his SIP?

Nick’s SIP includes a review of Americans’ relationship 

to nature through literary works that include the Bible, Henry 

David Thoreau’s Walden, and various Earth First publica-

tions.  In addition to that review, he explores the way urban 

gardens could serve as a means of building a friendly, 

non-destructive relationship with nature.  To help support 

his work, Nick received a $1,500 grant from the Field 

Internship Experience Grant, a program of the Center for 

Career Development that funds internships, particularly 

Nick weeds around the 
apple trees at the Hope 
Take Root Garden near 
downtown Detroit.

A toast to eating healthy 

and growing what you eat 

(l-r): Erin Mette ’09, Jason 

Wyman ’08, Nick Leonard 

’09, and Andy Poorman dine 

on chicken fettucine alfredo 

and steamed kale with onions, 

apple cider vinegar and olive oil 

topped off with Pinot Grigio 

and Bell’s stout beer.

Nick and Erin usually 

cook dinner because it is 

cheaper and they can eat 

more vegetables.  They 

are frequent visitors to 

the Bank Street Farmers 

Market on Saturdays. “Nick 

is the better cook,” said 

Erin.  “He’s more willing to 

experiment.”

Nick and Erin find a fine head of kale at the Bank Street Farmers Market in Kalamazoo.

8
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for research SIPs. 

Through his reading, Nick discovered that people’s 

definitions of nature provide clues about their relationship 

with nature.  The “rugged frontier” myth of the early colonial 

settlers has had a deep influence on the idea that nature 

is deemed separate from civilization.  In the 20th century, 

when the government created the national parks system as a 

means of preserving the natural beauty of an area, physical 

boundaries were literally placed around “nature.”  People 

then visited the parks in order to “get back to nature.”  

“I love the national parks,” said Nick, “but if you only see 

nature as Old Faithful and wild bears in a wilderness refuge, you 

ignore too much of our ecosystem.” An impermeable dichotomy 

between nature and civilization can “separate you from having a 

relationship with nature” and make it easy to “‘live’ an environ-

mentally unfriendly life.

“Humans need nature,” said Nick, “but nature doesn’t need 

humans.”  His summer on the Detroit urban farms showed him 

how to connect with nature in a new way: through food.

The Land
Nick’s two-and-a-half-month internship was “simple but intense.”  

He worked 40- to 45-hour weeks from Tuesday through Saturday, 

mostly tending the gardens at the Catherine Ferguson Academy 

(CFA) a few blocks from the downtown’s majestic Masonic Temple 

and the MGM Grand Casino.  

CFA is a Detroit public high school for unwed teen mothers.  

Paul Weertz, the science teacher at the academy, had converted 

the school’s old running track into a garden and then built a barn 

and a barnyard for chickens, ducks, rabbits, and Glory, the horse.  

Weertz teaches the girls science through gardening, but in addition 

to their lab work and tests, the students take care of the animals 

and plants on the farm.  

“I enjoy getting my hands dirty and I like the outdoors,” 

said Nick, who spent his previous summers earning money on 

landscaping jobs. “Physical labor is especially gratifying in farming 

because someone benefits from your work by eating the food  

you’ve produced.”

Nick also helped with the Earthworks gardens and green-

house, a 1,300-square-foot facility that produces more than 

100,000 vegetable seedlings for family, community, and school 

gardens across the city at no cost.  The gardens supply fresh, 

organic produce for the Capuchin Soup Kitchen and the Gleaners 

Community Food Bank on Detroit’s Eastside.

The Capuchin (Catholic) Monastery founded the Soup 

Kitchen in 1929 to help feed the poor of the city.  Today it prepares 

2,000 meals per day.  Gleaners, the nation’s third organized food 

bank, was started in 1977.  Today, it distributes 25 million pounds 

of food a year, equivalent to 65,000 meals per day. 

As a result of his work Nick discovered how poverty and the 

environment are tied together, and he discovered that sustain-

ability issues—as well as people’s sense of self-sufficiency—can be 

addressed through the growing of food.  

Because there are no major grocery chains in Detroit, the 

poor must buy their food at gas stations and corner stores.  Many 

kids consider Coke and chips a meal.  The urban gardens provide 

people with an alternative to this “food desert,” and they also bring 

neighborhood residents, young and old, together as a neighborhood 

community to produce the fruits and vegetables they can eat. 

“Michigan’s environment can grow just about anything.  It 

can feed so many people,” said Nick.  In fact, the state grows more 

than 150 crops because of its geographical location and the favor-

able climatic influences of the lakes.

The PeoPLe
Nick never identified with environmentalists, most of whom 

he considered “tree huggers” and “hippies.”  The urban farmers 

he met in Detroit were different.

“These people work 50 hours a week, and they not 

only care about the environment and sustainability, they 

do this work to help others,” said Nick. His mentor, Kido 

(KE-doh) Pielack, 28, is an Americorps volunteer who works 

for Greening of Detroit, one of several nonprofit organiza-

tions involved in coordinating the city’s gardens.  

Kido supervised Nick every day for the first few weeks 

and then gradually left him on his own.  While they worked, 

they found lots of time to talk, and often, after a long day, they 

would share a beer at a local tavern in the neighborhood. Megan 

Kohn, 25, a Central Michigan University graduate and an urban 

agriculture apprentice for Greening of Detroit, was another person 

Nick came to know.  Her charge was the Romanowski Park 

garden, a huge expanse of land on the city’s southwestern side in 

“Mexicantown,” where Hispanics, Arabs, and Muslims live.  The 

park includes 20 raised beds of vegetables, a fruit orchard and 

compost pile, as well as soccer fields, basketball courts, and an 

elementary school.  Megan also hosts a garden club for kids and 

Nick helped her a few times.  

“It was an interesting adventure working with the kids,” said 

Nick, who felt particularly challenged because “they were pretty 

rambunctious.” Working the gardens, however, gave Nick and 

Megan a calmer opportunity to talk.  They discussed the joys and 

difficulties of gardening as well as the politics of local food, the 

spiritual and philosophical principles of nature and the environ-

ment, and ways the word about home-grown produce could be 

spread in the neighborhoods.

The young leaders he met were dedicated to their work, and 
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they lived environmentally friendly lifestyles, quite often in the same neighborhoods as 

the people they served.  They never treated Nick as “just an intern” and instead gave 

him responsibility and trust, like any member on staff.  

Nick’s contact with the neighborhood residents was equally engaging.  He found 

particularly inspiring one older woman who tended a huge backyard garden.  Sometimes 

she just stopped her work and sat under a tree with her Bible. “She seemed feeble 

and I wondered how she could do so much work in such an enormous garden,” 

he said.  “People like her were kind and talkative, and thankful for their gardens.  

It made me feel happy that I was doing this work.”

He met another woman from southwest Detroit who had been featured in 

the Detroit Free Press for her relationships with the neighborhood kids.  She and Nick 

sold vegetables together a couple times at the 167-year-old Eastern Market.  Afterwards       

she distributed the money to “her kids” in proportion to the time they spent working     

in the garden.

Food MaTTers
An unexpected outcome of Nick’s summer internship was his own relationship with 

food.  He was used to eating a lot of fast food; it was cheap and tasted good.  But after 

his time in various vegetable gardens in the city—and eating the fruits of his labor—

Nick changed.  He no longer chooses to eat fast food and instead opts for fresh produce.
“My summer internship made me a cook,” said Nick, who consulted his mother on 

recipes for the fresh-grown local produce. His favorite meal was pesto, which came from 
the very basil plants he grew and harvested. “I’ve become a pesto addict,” he added.

Kale became another favorite dish.  It’s a hearty and tough vegetable that most 
people overlook.  But it’s one of the healthiest and most inexpensive vegetables around.  
It also has powerful antioxidant properties and is rich in beta carotene, vitamin K, 
vitamin C, and calcium. 

“The internship definitely got me eating kale, which I wouldn’t have otherwise 
touched,” said Nick.  “Now I love it and have learned how to cook it by steaming it.”  
This wasn’t an easy process at first and it took much trial and error until he got his    
timing right.

When Nick returned to campus this past fall, he decided to share his new take 
on food with his housemates.  He taught them which vegetables were in season, which 
ones were Michigan-grown, and, of course, how to enjoy pesto and kale.  One night he 
made his housemates a salmon dish with a side of cucumbers and dill.

Nick looks forward to planting a garden at his house this spring.  It will include 

basil and curly kale, green peppers, collards, peas, green beans, beets, some type of 

lettuce, broccoli, okra, and tomatoes.  He intends to enlist the help of his housemates  

to help him tend the garden, too. “When you grow the food, it tastes a little better,”         

he said.

For Nick gardening has become a way to live a more sustainable lifestyle. 

“Everyone can have a backyard garden,” he said, “or they can go to the farmer’s market.  

These approaches are good for the environment.”

After graduation, Nick plans to attend law school. Eventually he may become a 

public defender or practice environmental law. In a sense, the latter may be a species 

of the former, especially nowadays—or perhaps it always was. In the meantime Nick 

may take on another stint in urban gardening either in Detroit or Chicago.  Whatever he 

ends up choosing to do, Nick knows he’ll “definitely have a garden.” End

sIP InsPIrer

Erin Mette ’09 is quite a gardener. 

Her work for the last two years in 

urban gardens in Kalamazoo helped 

sow the seed of an idea that her 

boyfriend Nick Leonard cultivated 

into a pretty impressive SIP (see 

story). Erin does her summer work 

through a program co-sponsored 

by Fair Food Matters, a local food 

advocacy group, and the Mary Jane 

Underwood Stryker Institute for 

Service-Learning.  The gardens 

are located at the Woodward 

School and in another Northside 

neighborhood.  

Erin had never gardened before 

and decided it would be a unique 

way to spend the summer.  She 

assisted educators in gardening 

classes for youth and supervised 

weekly garden nights for people in 

the neighborhood.  

“Kids seemed to enjoy being 

outside, and they like the hands-

on experience of growing their 

own food,” said Erin. The gardens 

consisted of tomatoes, potatoes, 

pumpkins, kale, collards, peppers, 

onions, different kinds of lettuce, 

peas, and herbs including basil, 

rosemary, thyme, mint, and 

spearmint.

Pulling weeds, watering, and 

harvesting sounds like a lot of work, 

and it is. But the tasks also allowed 

Erin the luxury of letting her mind 

wander during meditative evenings 

in the outdoors.  She also loves 

cooking and eating what she grows!

Erin will graduate in June with 

a degree in a political science and 

a concentration in environmental 

studies. She plans to pursue a career 

in environmental law.  
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deTroIT 
PerennIaL 

Grace Lee Boggs, 93, who 

received an honorary degree 

from Kalamazoo College in 

2007, was in the forefront 

of Detroit’s urban gardens 

movement.  In 1992 she 

and her husband, the late 

Jimmy Boggs, a 30-year 

Chrysler autoworker, and a 

host of their friends began 

articulating a response to 

the continued decline of 

the automotive industry 

and the city’s economy.  

Eventually they planted the 

seeds for “Detroit Summer,” 

a program for the young 

and old to help re-generate 

their neighborhoods by 

developing community 

gardens and producing 

public works of art.  

“We are at a stage in 

human history that is as 

monumental as changing 

from a hunter/gatherer 

society to an agricultural 

society and from an 

agricultural society to an 

industrial society,” said 

Boggs.  Our future must 

emphasize relationships 

and communities more 

than material accumulation 

and profits disassociated 

from human wellbeing.  

evenTs

Leaders Launched and Lauded

K alamazoo College helped launch the careers of three outstanding 

leaders of its community, and during Homecoming 2008 activi-

ties, the College lauded their accomplishments. Harold Decker ’67 

received the Distinguished Achievement Award; Amy Courter ’83, 

the Distinguished Service Award; and Professor Emerita of Sociology 

Marigene Arnold, the Weimer K. Hicks Award.

In 1963 harold decker came to Kalamazoo College because “the 

K-Plan ignited my imagination; no other school I visited provided 

the opportunity to explore career service, study abroad, and devote 

a quarter to the pursuit of a passion that had emerged during the 

first three years of study.”

The political science major made sure his K-Plan did all he 

dreamed it would do. He studied abroad in Germany and focused his Senior 

Individualized Project on consequences of a countywide economic and 

social stimulus program. He completed two career service internships in the 

City’s Municipal Research Bureau and Office of Urban Renewal. And he did 

much more, earning seven athletic letters in three sports (football was his 

best, and he was drafted for the NFL by the Houston Oilers). The College’s 

most important effect on his life? “I met my wife, Rosemary [Tucker ’68], 

whose uncommon good sense, support, and affection have exceeded all other 

influences on my life.”

Decker is a decorated Vietnam veteran, and after his service in the Army 

he earned his law degree (Southwestern University). For 21 years he worked in 

various capacities in the legal department of the pharmaceutical giant Upjohn 

Company and its successor corporations. He also taught food and drug law as 

an adjunct professor at the Thomas M. Cooley Law School (Lansing, Mich.). 

After his retirement from the pharmaceutical industry he became deputy 

general counsel (and was soon promoted to general counsel) of the American 

National Red Cross in Washington, D.C. His response to a leadership crisis in 

that organization brought him national prominence. Shortly after the terrorist 

attacks of September 11, 2001, the president of the Red Cross resigned amidst 

controversy regarding the use of funds collected for victims of the attack. Decker 

stepped in as interim president and CEO, restored public trust in the organiza-

tion, and rebuilt the morale of employees and volunteers. His leadership helped 

the Red Cross execute its mission during a particularly trying time and facilitated 

smooth transition when the organization hired a permanent president and CEO.

In 2003 Decker resumed legal work when he joined the Kalamazoo office 

of Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone, P.L.C. In 2005 he became a principal 

in the firm, representing pharmaceutical, biotechnology, and medical device 

manufacturers.

His career achievements have earned him countless honors, to which is now 

L u m i n a r i e s

Grace Lee Boggs
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added the College’s Distinguished Achievement Award. He and 

Rosemary have three grown daughters and one granddaughter.

“Distinguished service” is an apt name for Amy Courter’s 

award—and life! She has served her alma mater since graduation 

(1983) as a member of the Alumni Career Network, promoting 

internships, working with students on their interviewing 

skills, and recruiting graduates for positions at Valassis, 

Inc., the Fortune 500 company where, during her 20-year 

career, Courter rose to the position of vice president of 

management information systems.

Her tenure on the College’s Alumni Association Executive 

Board included the positions of secretary, vice president, and 

president. She was named a trustee of the College in 2000. 

While performing those duties during the last eight years she has 

remained a strong supporter of Center for Career Development 

programs, an enthusiastic fan of Hornet athletics, and a member of 

the 1833 Society and the Stetson Society.

Her service is hardly confined to her alma mater. She has been 

a member of the Civil Air Patrol (the noncombatant auxiliary of the 

U.S. Air Force) since the age of 18. She has led and trained cadets 

in search and rescue, and she became Michigan’s first female wing 

commander. In 2006 Courter was elected vice commander of 

CAP, the first woman to hold that position. She is currently CAP’s 

national commander and was recently promoted to the rank of   

Major General.

The seeds of this distinctive service 

record she attributes, in part, to her K-Plan. 

She majored in psychology and earned a 

teaching certification in computer science. For 

her career development internship she worked 

as a software specialist in the Genesee (Mich.) 

Intermediate School District, and she studied 

abroad in France. She taught psychology and 

computer science at Traverse City High School 

for her SIP. 

She was an excellent collegiate athlete 

and played basketball and field hockey for 

the Hornets. Over the course of her career in 

information technology Courter won many 

awards for leadership. She resigned from 

Valassis in 2005 to start her own computer 

consulting firm and—no surprise here—to 

devote more time to volunteer activities.

Marigene Arnold was hired by Kalamazoo 

College in 1973 for a one-year assignment to teach 

sociology and anthropology. One year turned to 35 

(the College recognized a valuable asset when it found 

one!) and the entire community benefitted in areas in 

addition to pedagogy, particularly athletics and diversity.

Weimer K. Hicks would be proud of the 2008 recipient of his 

eponymous award, which honors faculty and staff members who 

have provided significant long-term contribution to the College 

above and beyond the call of duty. Arnold fits that description. She 

attends so many Hornet athletic contests (especially football) that 

an award was named in her honor: the Marigene Arnold Unsung 

Hero Award.

She was the first recipient (2004) of the College’s Outstanding 

Advisor Award. She also earned the Trumpet Award (bestowed 

by the Office of Multicultural Affairs) for her support of African-

American students. Arnold is devoted to improving diversity on 

campus. After retiring from teaching (2005) she stayed on to serve 

for two years as the Special Assistant to the President for Inclusion 

and Diversity.

No one should forget the degree to which she excelled at what 

she was hired to do: teach undergraduates. During her career she 

taught more than 19 different courses in sociology and anthro-

pology. And she did that so well that students honored her with 

Diebold Award in 1984, and the College bestowed the Lucasse/

Sears-Roebuck Lectureship in 1991.

In her acceptance speech for the Lucasse award, the highest 

honor for pedagogy given to a faculty 

Homecoming 2008 was occasion for the College to honor three of its outstanding 

leaders. Flanked by Vice President of the Alumni Association Executive Board Gail 

Raiman ’73 (left) and President Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran (right) are (l-r): Marigene 

Arnold, Weimer K. Hicks Award; Harold Decker ’67, Distinguished Achievement Award; 

and Amy Courter ’83, Distinguished Service Award.
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member, Arnold said, “We often, in our culture and in this hard 

driving academic atmosphere, believe that, because we work hard, 

we deserve the rewards that come our way, failing to appreciate 

the number of people in the world who work exceedingly hard for 

minimal awards. The lesson Kalamazoo College students most 

need is to understand that every person at ‘K’ College, no matter 

how extensive his or her aid package, is, by definition, a person of 

privilege. I don’t want students to feel guilty about this, but I do 

attempt to help them understand that, as people of privilege, it is 

important that they strive to create a more just world…

“We often do not know for years what impact a particular course 

or teacher has had on a student—which is why we have to be as dedi-

cated and authentic as we can in all of our teaching endeavors.”

And who are the teachers at Kalamazoo College? For Arnold, 

the list includes “students, faculty, administrators, support staff, 

and physical plant workers.…[A]ll of you have been my teachers at 

one time or another, and I want to thank you for that.”

Healing
The 2008 Thompson Memorial Lecture featured pumla gobodo-

Madikizela, associate professor of psychology at the University of 

Cape Town, South Africa. The title of her talk was “Reconciliation 

and Forgiveness: A Call to Hope and Healing the Past.” Gobodo-

Madikizela served on the Human Rights Violations Committee 

of the South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission, and 

in that role she facilitated private encounters between victims 

and perpetrators. From this experience she became interested in 

the phenomenon of forgiveness as part of victims’ and survivors’ 

responses to gross human rights violations. She has written, 

co-authored, and co-edited several books on the subject and 

continues her research on the relationship of trauma and forgive-

ness, guilt and remorse, and the dynamics of narratives of apology 

and forgiveness in the aftermath of societal trauma. The Paul 

Lamont Memorial Lecture was established by a gift from the sons 

and daughters-in-law of Paul Lamont and Ruth Peel Thompson. 

Paul Lamont Thompson was president of Kalamazoo College from  

1938 to 1949.

Strapped
Tamara draut, author of Strapped: Why America’s 20- and 

30-Somethings Can’t Get Ahead, delivered the 2008 William Weber 

Lectures in Government and Society last fall. Her lectures were 

titled “Falling Behind: The Economic Challenges Confronting a 

New Generation” and “Strapped: Why It’s Harder Than Ever to Get 

Ahead, and What You Can Do About It.” Draut is director of the 

Economic Opportunity Program at Demos, a non-partisan public 

policy research and advocacy organization headquartered in New 

York City. Her research focuses on the growing debt burdens facing 

low- and middle-income households and, more broadly, the chal-

lenges confronting households trying to work or educate their way 

into the middle class. The William Weber Lectures in Government 

and Society were founded by William Weber, a 1939 graduate of 

Kalamazoo College. Past lecturers in this series have included 

David Broder, Frances Moore Lappe, E.J. Dionne, Ernesto Cortes, 

Jr., Benjamin Ginsberg, Frances Fox Piven, and Spencer Overton. 

Weber has founded the Weber Chair in Political Science at the 

College. As he does each year, Bill Weber, 91, returned to campus 

from his home in Tacoma, Washington, to attend the lectures 

and meet with students and faculty.

LEED On
The Kalamazoo College panel discussion, “To LEED or not to 

LEED,” was the perfect lead-in to the 12th Annual Sustainable 

Business Conference of Michigan. The latter took place at Western 

Michigan University’s Fetzer Center. It was titled “Energizing 

Michigan’s Green Future” and featured experts on how energy 

issues impact business and communities in the state. The former 

was a panel discussion that occurred the day before the “Green 

Future” conference at Kalamazoo College’s Dalton Theatre. “K” 

was a fitting location for such a discussion because it is the site of 

Kalamazoo’s first LEED-certified new construction project—the 

Weimer K. Hicks Student Center. The College’s dedication to 

Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) is a 

component of its overall commitment to achieve climate neutrality. 

The panel discussion was hosted by two of the College’s charter 

guilds: the Business Guild and the Sustainability Guild. Panelists 

included paul Manstrom, Kalamazoo College’s director of facili-

ties management. The Leadership in Energy and Environmental 

Design (LEED) Green Building Rating System is the nationally 

accepted benchmark for the design, construction, and operation of 

high performance green buildings. For more on the Hicks Center, 

see page 26.

 

L u m i n a r i e s
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Leading 
Lights
The October 2008 board of trustees meeting was the first for five 

new members. The College is fortunate to have such distinguished 

individuals holding its future in trust. Pictured are (l-r): front 

row—helen Etkin ’76 and Jeff hsi ’83; back row—Alexander 

Lipsey ’72, Robert Kramer, and Richard Yehle ’68. 

Death and the King’s 
Horseman
Wole soyinka, Ph.D., 1986 Nobel Laureate for Literature, visited 

the Kalamazoo College campus to meet with students, address the 

public, and attend a performance of his acclaimed play Death and 

the King’s Horseman in the Nelda K. Balch Playhouse. 

      Dr. Soyinka, a Nigerian writer and longtime 

crusader for justice and human rights, joined 

three other celebrated Nigerian artists to prepare 

“Horseman” for the stage: director Femi Euba, ph.d., 

choreographer omofolablo Ajayi-soyinka, ph.d., and 

master drummer Adebisi Adeleke, who provided the 

musical score.  All three interacted with students from “K,” 

Western Michigan University, and local K-12 schools. 

      Professional actor and WMU Professor of Theatre 

Von Washington, ph.d., played the lead role of Elesin in 

“Horseman.” Students and faculty from the “K” Theatre Arts 

Department performed on stage and worked behind the scenes  

as crew. 

     Soyinka, 74, has written numerous plays, poetry collections, 

novels, and essays. In 1986, he became the first African to win the 

Nobel Prize for Literature. He is professor of comparative literature 

at Obafemi Awolowo University in Ife, 

Nigeria, and visiting professor at the universi-

ties of Cambridge, Sheffield, and Yale. 

      Throughout his career, Soyinka’s written 

and spoken words have often placed him at 

odds with political leaders. In 1967, he was 

arrested by Nigerian officials as a political pris-

oner and jailed for nearly two years. During his 

Nobel Prize acceptance speech, he highlighted 

the plight of fellow activist Nelson Mandela, then 

imprisoned in South Africa. 

      In the past year, he has been linked to diplo-

matic efforts aimed at convincing Zimbabwe’s 

dictator, Robert Mugabe, to relinquish his 30-year, 

one-man control of that impoverished southern 

African nation. 

      Soyinka visited Kalamazoo College in 2006 

during President Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran’s inauguration as 

Kalamazoo’s 17th president. His literary works have long been a 

part of Kalamazoo’s African Studies program, but Death and the 

King’s Horseman is his first theatrical piece to be presented here. 

     Dramaturg olasope oyelaran, Ph.D., wrote “The playwright 

uses a historical incident grounded in the tradition of the Yoruba 

people to dramatize the moral responsibility for safeguarding the 

common good and for upholding societal and human dignity.

“To sustain the communal order guaranteed by the Yoruba 

world view, which accepts as real and tangible an 

interconnectedness of the realms of the 

ancestors, the living, and the 

Nobel Laureate Wole Soyinka, Professor of Theatre Arts Ed 

Menta, and Dramaturg Olasope Oyelaran discuss  Death and 

the King’s Horseman during a book signing event.



unborn, tradition calls upon Elesin Oba, the King’s horseman, to 

undertake self-immolation, as part of the ritual  to repose the soul 

of the deceased king.” At the appointed moment his will fails, a 

failure that is only partly the result of a blundering and ignorant 

intervention in the ritual by the colonial district officer.  When 

Elesin fails to go through with the act, writes Oyelaran, tradition, 

and the future, are left in chaos.

Though the play was written in the early 1970s, how timely 

today its theme of responsibility to a common good that helps 

ensure a future for the unborn. How timely its exposure of the 

human tendency to lay elsewhere the blame for a failure of indi-

vidual will, to conflate our human desires with a divine hand. 

Top 50
One of Kalamazoo College’s study abroad partners—ESC 

Clermont, the Graduate School of Management—was ranked 

by the Financial Times as one of the top 50 worldwide pre-

experience management programs. The program is part of the 

College’s upper-level French partnership at Clermont-Ferrand and 

enrolls “K” students in human resources management, marketing, 

and French literature. The College has sent about a dozen students 

there annually since 1993. 

aLuMnI

“A Little Bigger”
They’ve been friends since freshman fall (1990), and three years 

ago that friendship morphed into a beautiful answer to the ques-

tion: How do I make the world a better place? Class of 1994 

classmates (l-r) Bevin dunn, Leah Berger, and Regan Murray 

helped fund Temwani Children’s Foundation, which improves 

the lives of Zambian children affected by HIV/AIDS and poverty 

by enhancing their health and education. Berger and Murray 

serve as Co-Presidents of the Foundation; Dunn is its Technology 

Coordinator. All three sit on the organization’s board of direc-

tors. The group raises funds for existing service organizations in 

Zambia—organizations administered locally by Zambians, and 

organizations with documented records of effectively helping 

people in need. Current projects include teacher training, art 

therapy, grief counseling, Braille HIV educational materials, and 

help for a school for children with disabilities. Their biggest project 

is helping to build a primary school (grades 1-7) for orphans in 

Lusaka. It all began when the three friends read together the book 

The End of Poverty, by Jeffrey Sachs, and then asked themselves if it 

was time for them to 

do something “a little bigger.” (All three women 

are volunteers—Dunn owns a graphic design business in San 

Diego; Murray is a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency water 

quality researcher based in Cincinnati; and Berger is an expres-

sive arts therapist in an acute care psychiatric unit in Tucson.) 

Dunn had a connection to Zambia through an acquaintance of 

her husband. So Zambia became the focus of the trio’s initial 

project, which was to collect holiday gifts for 90 school children 

who used the services of a Zambian preschool for orphans (most 

of whom had lost their parents to HIV infection). When Murray 

and Berger along with two other women delivered the gifts (more 

than 800 pounds worth) in person, the preschool’s headmistress 

asked if the gesture would be a one-time event or something more 

enduring. The women opted for the latter, and Temwani was born. 

Persons interested in learning how they can help may e-mail info@

kondwa.org. 

FacuLTy

péter Érdi, Physics and the Center for Complex Systems Studies, 

became a member of the Federation of European Neuroscience 

Societies Committee. During the summer he gave an invited talk, 

“The Schizophrenic Brain: A Broken Hermeneutic Circle,” at the 

International Conference on Artificial Neural Networks in Prague. 

He also gave an invited lecture at the Institute für Neuroinformatik 

in Zurich. He also published a paper, “Impaired associative 

learning in schizophrenia: Behavioral and computational studies,” 

in Cognitive Neurodynamics. The paper describes work done in 

collaboration with Dr. Vaibhav Diwadkar (Wayne State University). 

L u m i n a r i e s

Nobel Laureate Wole Soyinka, Professor of Theatre Arts Ed 

Menta, and Dramaturg Olasope Oyelaran discuss  Death and 

the King’s Horseman during a book signing event.
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Kalamazoo College juniors Brad Flaugher and Trevor Jones were 

coauthors, along with Érdi’s Hungarian students and co-workers. 

During his sabbatical (Fall 2008) Érdi presented lectures in Texas, 

Washington, D.C., and Japan. Subjects included the complex 

systems perspective of institutional decision making mecha-

nisms; computational psychiatry; the complex systems 

approach to social systems; and how concepts of evolution 

fertilized complex systems theory.

Associate Professor of Chemistry Laura Furge has received a grant 

of nearly $200,000 from the National Institutes of Health to do 

research that may one day contribute to medical understanding 

(and prevention) of adverse reactions between medicines in people 

who must take multiple medicines. Adverse drug-drug interactions 

are common among individuals who take more than one medi-

cine (both over-the-counter and prescribed), particularly among 

older persons. Often, these interactions are caused when one 

drug inactivates an enzyme (a chemical in the body) responsible 

for the processing (or metabolism) of a co-administered drug. 

Her research will involve use of modern liquid chromatography 

coupled to mass spectrometry, computer-aided modeling of drug-

enzyme interactions, and basic drug metabolism studies. Student 

research assistants (including Brendan Butler ’07 and Cathy 

Mocny ’10) have been working with Dr. Furge on this project since 

2006 and generated preliminary data used to secure the grant. 

The grant money will create more opportunities for students as 

well as allow for purchase of material and equipment. Dr. Furge 

and her team will study the interaction of a drug (Schering 66712) 

and an enzyme it “kills” called cytochrome P450 2D6. The drug is 

part of a group known to interfere with the activity of drug clearing 

enzymes. Knowing as much as we can about the mechanism of 

interaction is vital for two reasons. Interference is a problem if the 

enzyme is needed to clear another medicine the person is taking. 

But in other situations, some modulation of enzyme activity is 

desired. For example, people are occasionally exposed to cancer 

causing compounds that are activated by cytochrome P450 enzymes. 

 

Professor of Anthropology Kiran Cunningham ’83 was selected 

by the Michigan Campus Compact (MCC) to receive its 2008 

Faculty/Staff Community Service-Learning Award. MCC is a 

coalition of 41 Michigan college and university presidents who 

are committed to building civic engagement into campus and 

academic life. The Faculty/Staff Community Service-Learning 

Award is given to one person from each MCC member campus 

who engages or influences students to be involved in commu-

nity service or service-learning through modeling, influence, 

or instruction.  It’s the highest annual award MCC bestows on 

faculty and staff in the state of Michigan. Cunningham teaches 

courses in anthropology and sociology, human development and 

social relations, and women’s studies. She was instrumental in 

the establishment of the College’s Mary Jane Underwood Stryker 

Institute for Service-Learning in 2001. Over the last dozen years, 

she and her students have worked in Kalamazoo on projects with 

mental health agencies, neighborhood groups, and other orga-

nizations. She has designed and facilitated technical assistance 

roundtables for city hall officials and community leaders across 

the country, helping them create action plans to address issues 

of equity and poverty in their cities. Past MCC award recipients 

from “K” College include Thomas Breznau, Kim Cummings, 

Teresa denton, Joan Esson, Alison geist, Robert grossman, 

Bruce Mills, Regina stevens-Truss, and siu-Lan Tan. 

Chris deis, Political Science, published an article, “‘Mad Men’ of 

the GOP” in the October 23 issue of The Root, a daily online maga-

zine that provides thought-provoking commentary on today’s news 

from a variety of black perspectives. Deis is a doctoral candidate 

in the Department of Political Science at the University of Chicago. 

His research focuses on race, American politics, hip-hop music, 

and the politics of popular culture. 

 

siu-Lan Tan, Psychology, Matthew Spackman (Brigham Young 

University) and senior psychology major John Baxa coauthored 

a research poster that Baxa presented at the Meaningful Play 

2008 conference at Michigan State University. The poster shared 

findings of a study on how video game audio (sound and music) 

affects game performance and quality of gaming experience, 

following a procedure that took more than 100 hours to run. 

Kalamazoo College students who contributed to this study include 

Matthew Vazquez, Katie Keegan, Allison Jacobs, Jessica 

Messerschmidt, Emily Adelstein, Kristie McAlpine, Carolyn 

Fenwick, and many participants who volunteered their time. 

david E. Barclay, Margaret and Roger Scholten Professor of 

International Studies, presented the first annual Gerald R. 

Kleinfeld Lecture in German History at Wartburg College (Waverly, 

Iowa) on September 30. He spoke on “The Berlin Airlift After 60 

Years: Myth, Meaning, and the German-American Relationship.” 

The annual lecture honors Gerald R. Kleinfeld, founding executive 

director of the German Studies Association. He recently funded 

a Kleinfeld professorship in German Studies at Wartburg, a small 

liberal arts college with historic links to Germany. Barclay succeeded 

Kleinfeld as executive director of GSA at the end of 2005. 

Jim Langeland, Biology, and three former students (Rod 

Rahimi, Jared Allmond, and hilary Wagner) wrote 

an article, “Lamprey snail highlights conserved and 
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novel patterning roles in vertebrate embryos,” that has 

been published in Development Genes and Evolution. 

hannah McKinney, Economics and Business, and Kiran 

Cunningham, Anthropology and Sociology, produced a great 

deal of work during their sabbatical. They published an article, 

“Building Equitable Communities: A New Role for City Hall,” in 

the July 2008 issue of Upjohn Institute Employment Research Bulletin. 

They also published a policy brief and associated policy report in 

Michigan State University’s Center for Community and Economic 

Development’s Urban Policy Research Series. The brief and report 

are titled “Creating a Policy Environment to Lift Working Families 

Out of Poverty.” Cunningham and McKinney also designed and 

facilitated three 3-day technical assistance roundtables for city 

hall officials and community leaders to help them create action 

plans to address issues of equity and poverty. They have worked 

with a total of 10 city teams from across the country and have 

been invited to conduct follow-up one- and two-day technical 

assistance workshops with two of the cities. McKinney was asked 

by Kalamazoo’s city planners to do a presentation for a Michigan 

Planning Association meeting on the community development 

planning and partnerships on Kalamazoo’s Northside. Her presen-

tation occurred during a session titled: “A Renaissance Story: 

Beyond Downtown” and focused on the revitalization of core 

neighborhoods surrounding downtowns. 

sTaFF

Megan hass, Athletics, and Jen daoust, Admission, completed 

the United States Air Force Marathon in September. The two 

trained together. Megan finished with a time of 4 hours and 20 

minutes; Jen completed her run in 4 hours and 35 minutes. 

Kalamazoo College Library Director stacy Nowicki has a 

large amount of CACHE that she’d like to share—the “College 

ACademic and Historical Experience” type of CACHE, that is. 

“CACHE is the digital archive of the College’s historical and intel-

lectual output,” she said. “We’re gathering as much as possible 

in a searchable online collection that will be preserved for years 

to come.” Nowicki has been joined in the CACHE project by 

Kalamazoo College Archivist heidi Butler and Graphics/Media 

Designer Kathryn Lightcap. Through CACHE, researchers, 

genealogists, and members of the Kalamazoo College community 

worldwide are now able to access materials from the College’s 

archive, which contains valuable collections related to the history 

and culture of the College and Michigan. CACHE includes all 

seven published College histories, as well as faculty publications, 

student SIPs, student newspapers, alumni magazines, catalogs, 

yearbooks, and other documents of historical significance, 

including materials relating to the 175th anniversary of the College 

and 50th anniversary of Study Abroad. Researchers can search 

within each document for a single word or phrase. Soon to be 

added are letters and journals by T.Z.R. Jones and E.J. Fish, two 

19th-century Baptist ministers and early supporters of Kalamazoo 

College, which describe pioneer life in pre-statehood Michigan. 

CACHE includes more than printed documents. Audio of the 

Kalamazoo College fight song, alma mater, and Stetson Chapel 

bells are available in the digital archive, as well as photographs. 

Some collections in CACHE are open to the public, while others 

are accessible only to current students, faculty, and staff due to 

copyright restrictions. Student theses, for example, are only 

available to current Kalamazoo College students, faculty, 

and staff, while researchers around the globe can access 

photographs from the College Archives and other historical 

documents. Authors retain copyright for works added to 

CACHE, and only give Kalamazoo 

College the ability to make the 

work available on the site. CACHE 

is made possible by DSpace, a 

software developed jointly by 

MIT and Hewlett-Packard, 

and NITLE (National 

Institute for Technology 

and Liberal Education), a 

nonprofit organization 

that advances learning 

through digital 

technologies. 

CACHE can be 

accessed through 

http://reason.

kzoo.edu/

dspace.  End

L u m i n a r i e s
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The Kalamazoo College influence has made an appearance at nearly every 

pivotal moment in alumnus Rick Halpert’s life. Now it has brought him back 

to campus in a new role. What he is finding is a generation of students more in 

touch with the world and whose reach is beyond measure.

The “K” Effect
 

All it takes is a few minutes with Rick Halpert ’69 to discover that he’s 

the epitome of happy. Not the exuberant, in-your-face kind of happy, but 

more like a calm infusion of contentment. 

Spend a little more time with him and you’ll find out why.

“It’s very simple,” he explains. “I would not be nearly as happy in my 

life if I had gone to school someplace other than Kalamazoo College.”

His enthusiasm and appreciation for Kalamazoo College recently 

brought Halpert  full circle; last spring, he returned to campus as an adjunct 

professor to teach a class titled “The American Jury Trial.” A successful 

personal injury lawyer, Halpert offered to teach the class without compensation 

to give back to the institution that so wholly and positively impacted his life.

Academically speaking, he wanted to teach students how to try a legal        

case, in particular how to make a persuasive oral argument of their ideas. 

But beyond that, he hoped to teach them something he considers more 

important: how to expand the way they view themselves and the world.

“One of the many things ‘K’ taught me was to look more broadly at what 

I was going to do with my life as a lawyer,” Halpert said. “Because I learned to 

think beyond a traditional role, I could create for my clients what was possible, not 

just what was being done. What our firm does is very different than what most law 

firms do.”

Although Halpert’s Kalamazoo-based practice has won some of the largest 

verdicts and settlements in Michigan history, litigation is not its highest priority. 

What’s more important is helping clients recover emotionally, physically, and 

psychologically from their catastrophic injuries. Settlements or judgments may help 

clients feel vindicated and protected financially, Halpert said, but what his clients   

really benefit from is compassion and advocacy. That might involve 

driving a brain-injured patient to a distant medical appointment, 

dressing as Santa and delivering Christmas gifts to a client’s family, or 

advocating for a severely burned child who lacks health care benefits.

“What we do is take care of people, not just cases,” Halpert 

explained. “Probably two-thirds of what I do is really social work.”

 It was that ability to venture beyond conventional boundaries 

to do what feels right that landed Halpert in a classroom last 

spring. He and his wife, Mary, had been ardent donors to the 

College for many years when Halpert told Director of Individual 

and Planned Giving Molly Ball that what he really wanted to 

donate was a term’s worth of teaching.

Halpert had lectured to lawyers many times before, but 

he had never taught undergraduates.
Halpert in 
his law office 
in downtown 
Kalamazoo

Rick Halpert 
(left) enjoys 
a beer with 
Heinrich, a bar 
owner who gave Halpert a 150-

year old mug.
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“If I had not gone to ‘K,’ I doubt I would have felt comfortable 

offering to do it,” he said, “but ‘K’ inspires you to believe that you can   

do anything.”

So nearly 40 years after graduating, Halpert returned to his alma 

mater as an adjunct professor —and found some striking changes in 

Kalamazoo College and its students.

“I was shocked the first week,” he said. “I would ask my students 

a simple, straightforward question, and they would come back with an 

answer significantly beyond where the question was intended to go. They 

were so bright and so creative and so anxious to learn.”

To teach about negotiation before trial, for example, Halpert 

instructed small groups of students to negotiate against each other. He 

expected them to argue the merits of their cases and settlement values. 

But on their own, without prompting or instruction, they devised creative 

settlements that involved strategies such as deferring payments and 

buying annuities, “the kinds of solutions that lawyers use,” Halpert said. 

“They weren’t taught about it, and I didn’t expect them to create it on the 

spot, but they did. It was exciting, it was just exciting.”

Embarrassing as it may be to admit, he quipped, today’s Kalamazoo 

College students are brighter and more worldly than he and his class-

mates were. They’re also more politically and socially aware.

Said Halpert: “As much as Vietnam meant to us, for example, I knew 

hardly anything about Laos or Cambodia. The students today are far 

more educated and interested in everything that’s going on in the coun-

tries around Iraq, not just simply whether it’s a good war or a bad war.”

Halpert remembers Kalamazoo College as an insular campus, where 

students seemed to exist apart from the rest of society. Even venturing 

into downtown Kalamazoo was unusual. “You could spend four years at 

Kalamazoo College and never leave campus,” he said.

 Today’s students not only venture into the local community, they 

actively volunteer at public schools, hospitals, soup kitchens, commu-

nity centers, and other government and social services agencies. Some 

students make a difference in distant communities. Halpert was particu-

larly struck by the work of Arianna Schindle ’08 (one of his students), 

Stephanie Willette ’08 and Julianna Weaver ’08. After witnessing the 

devastating effects of malaria in Southeast Asia during their study abroad 

experiences, these women organized a project to provide mosquito 

netting, medicines, and education to fight malaria in Burma (now 

Myanmar), where the infection rate approaches 40 percent. 

“That kind of devoting yourself—and in their case at some risk—to 

social activism without regard to politics, just to help people, shows 

there’s a much higher awareness and concern about what’s happening 

elsewhere in the world than right on campus,” Halpert said.

He credits Kalamazoo’s increased emphasis on foreign study, service 

learning, and a global curriculum for getting students to actively engage 

in the world and to recognize their own power to make positive change. 

Also making a difference, he believes, is the College’s trend away from 

treating students like children, as was the case in Halpert’s day, to 

viewing them as colleagues in the teaching 

process and as responsible adults. 

One of the most exciting changes Halpert 

has observed is the College’s leadership in 

preparing the next generation of workers to 

adapt to new and changing jobs. 

“Students who go to ‘K’ will be ready to 

handle work that doesn’t even exist today,” 

he explained. Graduates headed for medical 

school, for example, will be able to adapt to ways 

in which technology will alter the doctor-patient 

relationships. 

When Halpert offered to teach at Kalamazoo, 

it was agreed that he would teach for one term. If it 

proved to be a good fit—if he made the grade, so to 

speak, and if he found the experience fulfilling—he 

would do it again. By term’s end, the verdicts were in: 

Students’ evaluations were across-the-board positive, 

and the teaching experience, Halpert said, 

was “spectacular.” 

When some students wrote in their course evalu-

ations that, in addition to teaching them about law, the 

course changed the way they viewed themselves and their 

abilities, Halpert felt overwhelmed to think that he may 

have made a difference in someone’s life.

He remembers when he first realized that ‘K’ 

had profoundly influenced his own life. It was during 

the Vietnam War, shortly after the My Lai massacre, 

and he had just received his draft notice. Although 

he had seen news photos of children killed in My Lai, 

he refused to believe charges that U.S. soldiers were 

responsible for the mass killing of innocent civilians. 

“I couldn’t believe our government would do that,” Halpert 

said, “and I reasoned that if it had, there must have been some 

explanation, like that the children were armed and shooting at our 

soldiers.” Then he remembered what he had learned as a Kalamazoo 

College student studying in Germany: that many Germans had had 

similar reasons for not opposing Hitler—blind faith that their govern-

ment wasn’t doing horrible things, and belief that, if it were, there had 

to be a just reason. 

“I concluded that war was wrong and that if I participated in it I 

would be doing something I considered immoral,” Halpert said. “So I 

decided to refuse induction, knowing I would probably go to federal 

prison and give up my chance to be a lawyer.” 

Four years later came another indica-

tion that Kalamazoo College 

had changed him 



fundamentally. He had been hired right out of law school by a 

prestigious Chicago law practice at a “ridiculously high salary.” 

But as soon as Halpert discovered that the firm’s values and 

morals were not in sync with his own, he quit.

“I realized that I would rather make significantly less money 

at a job that had significantly less prestige but was consistent with 

my own values—values that I developed at ‘K,’” he said. “When I 

started at ‘K,’ I thought money and power brought happiness. My 

foreign study was a critical factor in my rethinking that.” 

Foreign study took Halpert to Munster, Germany, where he 

lived with a lower-income family unable to afford the luxury of a car 

or even some necessities. He remembers walking with his German 

brother to the supermarket to collect discarded cartons and wooden 

crates to bring home for firewood. And yet, Halpert recognized, this 

family was more content and more cohesive than any American family 

he had known.

The sense of contentment and calm that surrounds Halpert these 

days comes not only from a long string of joys and successes, but also 

from a belief that he can always find his way, no matter what life may 

bring. If that sounds arrogant, it’s because Halpert has had too many 

chances to test that belief, including two major heart surgeries and a 

political attack on the American tort system that allows him to seek legal 

redress for his clients. 

The ability to not lose equilibrium during those kinds of challenges 

goes back to the way he was educated, Halpert said. “‘K’ gives you 

problems that are daunting and expects you to solve them. You become 

confident that you can think through problems and find reasonable 

solutions and to change paradigms when it’s appropriate.”

That confidence also gives him courage. Courage to look at his life and ask 

himself if it’s fulfilling and, if it isn’t in some way, to reconstruct what he’s doing.

He knows that when he stumbles and falls, the Kalamazoo College influ-

ence will get him 

moving again.

“When you’ve 

failed at some-

thing, when you’ve 

been turned down 

or rejected, that’s 

probably when it’s 

most important to 

have the tools and 

self-confidence 

that ‘K’ instills in 

you to regroup and 

replan and start 

over.” End
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One family, two 
generations, five 
degrees from “K”
If Kalamazoo College were a dominant 

genetic trait, the Halpert family would 

look like a small colony of Hornets. The 

family boasts five ‘K’ alumni across just 

two generations.

Rick Halpert and his two children, 

David and Michael, attended Kalamazoo 

College, as did both of their wives, Elise 

and Mara.

“Very few places change lives like ‘K’ 

does, and that’s why I was so excited when 

our boys decided to go there,” Rick said. 

Rick attended Kalamazoo College 

from 1965 to 1969, graduated with a 

degree in economics, then went on to 

law school at Indiana University where 

he met Mary Sydlaske. They married and 

raised two sons in Kalamazoo.

David, their elder son, and Elise 

Dent met during their freshman year. 

Both graduated in 2001 and went on 

to earn Master’s degrees—Dave’s in 

education and Elise’s in occupational 

therapy. Dave is currently an account 

executive with ICLOPS, and Elise 

works as an occupational therapist 

with children with developmental 

disabilities. They live in Chicago with 

their 1-year-old daughter, Grace.

Following what was becoming 

a family tradition, Michael started at 

Kalamazoo the year David graduated. 

There he met Mara Faust, then his 

dormitory counselor and now his wife. 

Mara graduated from Kalamazoo in 

2004 and is pursuing a Ph.D. in clinical 

psychology. Michael graduated the 

following year and is currently a public 

defender with the Legal Aid Society. They 

reside in New York City.

The Halpert family, which includes five Kalamazoo College alumni, enjoys 
a recent visit to campus. From left: Rick ’69, Mara ’04, Michael ’05, 
Mary, Grace, David ’01, and Elise ’01.



Endowed Leaps 
K alamazoo College journeys depend on the philanthropy of its community members—great grants; great leaps! 

Ross Fletcher ’09 and Alison Trump ’09 are just two recipients of the Beeler and Collins endowments to 

Kalamazoo College. Ross was awarded the Beeler Fellowship and the Collins Fellowship. Alison was awarded the Beeler 

Fellowship. Other recipients in the 2007-2008 academic year include: Aaron Coleman ’09 (South Africa), Koren Corbett 

’09 (France), Dayna Doman ’09 (Germany), Claire Eder ’11 (Germany), Matt Gumbleton ’09 (France), Erin Kilburn ’09 

(Taiwan), Dylan Seuss-Brakeman ’09 (Botswana), Rachel Tepfer ’10 (Cambodia), and Julia Toro ’09 (Greece).

The Beeler Fellowship and the Beeler Project Grant were established in August 1994 by an endowed gift from 

Isabel Beeler. Beeler Fellows spend a minimum of six weeks abroad. Recipients of the Beeler Project Grant spend one 

to six weeks abroad. 

The Collins Fellowship honors the late Paul Collins, a former dean of students at the College. This fellowship is 

available to students who will complete a project in the developing world. 

Since 2003, Angela (Fuchs) Gross ’93, Center for International Programs, has headed the committee of 

randomly chosen faculty members that decide the recipients of the grant and fellowships. “They 

are awarded to students in hard sciences as well as in the arts, enabling them to 

study abroad, usually for a second time, to work on their senior 

individualized projects.”

(continued on 
page 22)
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Only a week into her stay in Guatemala, Alison Trump 

climbed the largest mountain in Central America, an apt 

symbol of her undergraduate journey.



Great Leaps—
Once is Never Enough

R oss Fletcher ’09 will tell you right at 

the beginning: not all endings are perfect and happy 

ones. Does that mean you should avoid the journey? Not 

according to Ross. To  avoid such journeys would mean 

spending a life at home as a couch potato, accomplishing little. 

It’s the very reason he decided to take the journey, take it again, 

and now plans to return once more. 

A younger Ross may have had ideas about a perfect blending of 

cultures, of people meeting across borders and 

embracing their differences, but study abroad 

disproved that for him. In part, at least. 

“Xenophobia,” he says, and it rolls off 

his tongue like the dirty word it is. He saw 

plenty of it when he traveled to Botswana 

on a combination of a Beeler scholarship 

and a Collins fellowship. He even felt some 

of it in himself: a fear of all things foreign. 

There was a sense of it during his studies 

in Germany, too, years ago, and some of 

it reflected in the mirror. It is something of 

human nature, after all, to fear the unknown … 

at least until it becomes more familiar. 

Ross first went on study abroad as a high 

school student (he is a native of East Lansing, 

Mich.). Like many teens, he was rebellious. 

Living with a host 

family for about a 

year in Billerbeck, 

Germany, Ross 

held himself apart 

from his foreign surroundings. He 

rebelled against his host mom, Maritta, 

and her well-meaning and maternal 

advice: Take your education seriously, 

Ross. Value your work. Don’t take 

opportunities for granted. But today, 

the older and more mature Ross 

admits, the words and values 

of his host mother have shaped 

his life. 

“I remember having many 

conversations with my host 

mother. We talked about the strug-

gles of instilling a love for other 

cultures and languages,” 

says Ross. For part of his 

study abroad experience, 

Ross taught English to 3rd 

and 4th grade children in 

Billerbeck. He took them on 

field trips and taught them 

sports. To children, all experiences are new, and in working with 

them, Ross found himself gaining a higher comfort level with all 

things foreign. He also realized he loved working with youth. 

“When I returned from that first study abroad experience,” 

he says, “I worked with the American Institute for Foreign Study, 

and I saw the joy and excitement in the German and American 

students beginning their student exchange programs.” 

Ross found himself committed to two ideas: the necessity of 

cross-cultural education and the joy of youth mentoring. These 

two newly established guiding principles led Ross to enroll at 

Kalamazoo College. His studies here are in the areas of anthro-

pology, sociology, and psychology. His study abroad was 

in Botswana. 

“It was the newest study abroad program at Kalamazoo,” Ross 

says. “Two students were chosen to come to Kalamazoo College 

from the University of Botswana, and two were chosen to go to 

Botswana from here. I was one of those two.” 

A class in African studies and another on politics had piqued 

Ross’s interest in Africa. His strong German language skills would 

be of little use in Africa, but there was no language requirement 

for the Botswana program, and Ross anticipated learning what it 

was like to be, so to speak, on the other side of the fence: one of a 

minority. He would live on campus of the University of Botswana. 

“When I arrived in Botswana, I soon realized my misconcep-

tion,” Ross recalls. “I may have been a minority by the color of my 

skin, but not a minority in status. I was still treated a certain way 

for the simple reason that I was white. Whites hold higher status in 

many places across the world, apparently. I did learn about what it 

means to be taken out of my comfort zone, but I will never really 

know what it means to be a minority.”

Ross learned that for all the value of cross-cultural educa-

tion—and he values it greatly—there is never a true crossing over. 

He speaks of it as a wall, an invisible line, an unspoken distance 

that one senses even in friendly encounters. 

“I was warmly welcomed. Tourists are welcome. And yet there is 

still some trepidation,” he says, “and a fear of those who are different.” 

All the more reason to chip away at the wall, Ross feels. All the more 

reason for programs such as those at Kalamazoo College, bringing 

people to the wall, up onto the wall, reaching over the wall toward a 

goal of unity and mutual respect as global citizens. 

In Botswana, too, Ross worked with children. In the 
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community of Old Naledi, at an organization called Tlamelo Trust. 

Ross says, “I saw children who had no real knowledge of anything 

outside of their community and were held back by barriers such 

as poverty, abuse, and neglect. The program coordinator, Mathata, 

another incredible inspiration in my life, was passionate about 

providing the children in this program with psychosocial support 

and education, often in the form of informal discussions, playing 

games, and helping with reading and writing skills, something I 

had never appreciated before. Working side-by-side with Mathata 

gave me a chance to show the children in the community that even 

outsiders like me want them to succeed.”  

With two study abroad experiences under his belt, Ross 

wanted more. “I wanted to increase the value of cross-cultural 

education, global awareness, and fluency in languages other than 

one’s own. I wanted others to learn about the values of being 

American—we have not always been seen favorably in these last 

years abroad—and what we all share,” he says. “We can find 

common ground. We need more internationally focused leaders. 

We need to foster a culture that supports study abroad.”

When he heard about the Beeler Fellowship and the Collins 

Fellowship, he considered his options. He wanted to go back. 

He’d only begun to scale some of those walls. So Ross submitted 

applications and won both fellowships, allowing him to return to 

Botswana once again. 

“Going back to Botswana the second time,” Ross says, “I was 

returning more as a researcher. The first time, I was a volunteer.” 

He felt a subtle but important shift in what he could accom-

plish. Ross rolled up his sleeves and began working on a meal 

program for the children of Tlamelo Trust. The children ranged in 

ages from two to 18 years old. All were vulnerable. Some had lost 

their parents; others came from families too poor to support them. 

Sometimes they had been abused or neglected. Gathering here, 

however, all could have a good, nutritious meal—the first building 

block toward a better life. Along with nutritious food, the children 

were also provided with daytime activities, tutoring in various 

subjects, Bible studies, and the ability to play on sports teams. 

“The meals were a central point of the program,” 

Ross says. “It gave me a consistent place from 

which to observe the children. They arrived from 

their schools to the compound where the meal 

was already prepared for them. They would sit 

together and eat while perhaps listening to a Bible 

story. The organization is Christian-based, so the 

stories were chosen to teach Christian life skills and 

morality. After their meal, everyone was required to 

wash their hands and their plate.”

Ross realized on his return trip—not to Botswana, 

but to Kalamazoo—that he could make an impact in 

surprising ways. 

“The twist,” Ross laughs. “My 

brother works in health care in 

Kalamazoo. When I told him about 

the meal program in Botswana, how 

well it worked, how important it was to 

provide a hot meal to a child, it got him 

thinking. He has started a similar meal 

program for children here in Kalamazoo 

who come from backgrounds of poverty 

and neglect.

“One of the greatest things about Kalamazoo,” he says, “is the 

relationships I have had here with our professors and administra-

tors. Siu-Lan Tan, my professor in developmental psychology, 

has been a guiding force since my freshman 

year. Back then, she urged me not to restrict 

myself, but to reach for the farthest horizons. 

Later, I looked forward to the pages of 

comments she wrote with such care on 

my exams, and none more than when she 

wrote in a margin: ‘You’ve come so far!’” 

Ross considers the small Georgian-

style campus only one of his homes. 

Director of Health Studies Diane Kiino 

and a group of other Kalamazoo 

College faculty and advisors helped 

him write his application for a

(continued on page 24)

Accustomed to “great leaps” like 
study abroad and the SIP, Ross 
takes one more just for fun, from the 
Victoria Falls Bridge spanning the 
Zambezi River between Zambia and 
Zimbabwe.
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Fulbright scholarship. Should he be selected, he’ll return to 

another place he calls home—Germany. He longs to go back and tell 

Maritta how much he has learned since he was that rebellious teen. 

“And I want to work with German students. I want to foster 

in them—and myself—how international understanding and 

the ability to communicate globally are goals to which we 

should all aspire. It will be the next step in my personal 

and professional development.”

Alison “Appleseed”: Growing 
Abroad to Change the 
Environment

A lison Trump ’09 was intrigued with Kalamazoo College when 

she read Lauren Pope’s Colleges That Change Lives. A native 

of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Alison looked at a dozen colleges and 

universities, but this particular Midwest college caught her imagi-

nation with its promise of changing her life by taking her abroad. 

“And Kalamazoo College did just that,” Alison says. “But 

it wasn’t love at first sight. Of all the schools my parents and I 

visited, Kalamazoo was the farthest from home, and, in the middle 

of the summer, it seemed too empty, too quiet.”

Sometimes love requires time. When Alison eventually agreed 

to follow her parents’ advice (they did love Kalamazoo at first 

sight), she arrived with an open mind. And soon realized they were 

right. With the academic year unfolding, the campus came to life. 

Alison was ready to pursue her dreams, some of which included 

study abroad, and, unlike most freshmen, she knew just where she 

wanted to go and what she wanted to do with her life. 

“My parents have always stressed the importance of travel,” 

Alison says. “Going abroad was not new to me. The purpose of 

this kind of travel, however, was.”

Confirmed in her decision to immerse herself in 

international studies with a focus in international devel-

opment, Alison looked for a place where she could study    

the effects of climate change—and then do something 

about it. 

“Living a sustainable lifestyle was how I grew up,” 

Alison says. “I came to Kalamazoo to get involved. I went 

to Ecuador for six months in my junior year and then to 

Guatemala as a senior. I wouldn’t have been able to do the 

latter without the Beeler Fellowship.” Alison smiles as she 

recalls her transformation. “I went into Guatemala with a little 

knowledge and came out with a notebook that was bursting.”

Alison was part of an effort called CARE International, 

an opportunity that arose because of a connection with “K” 

alum and CARE employee Stephanie Maurissen ’04 (Ah, the 

power of the “K” network!). “I went to do a case study on 

the impact of a forest project on two communities,” says 

Alison. “My Senior Individualized Project is on the impact 

of natural resources management projects on developing 

countries and the world 

community.”

Non-political and non-

sectarian, CARE is a leading 
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humanitarian organization fighting global poverty in 65 countries, 

reaching more than 50 million people. “The purpose of CARE is to 

help these impoverished areas become self-sufficient,” Alison says. 

“We work with people locally, helping them to rebuild after natural 

disasters and war, or simply helping them improve their lives 

through the resources already available to them.” 

Just 21 years old, Alison arrived in Guatemala alone and ready 

to tackle climate-related disasters. Her host family and local CARE 

staff weren’t sure about taking this young woman seriously. They 

soon changed their minds. Whatever obstacles faced the young 

woman from Kalamazoo, she found ways to overcome them—

beginning with a climb of Tajamulco, Central America’s highest 

volcano, the first weekend she arrived in Guatemala.

“I speak Spanish proficiently,” Alison says, “but there are 24 

dialects of indigenous languages in Guatemala. Challenging, to 

say the least. But my host family helped me, as did others working 

in the CARE office. In the communities where I did interviews, 

the majority of people do not speak Spanish as a first language, so 

understanding one another was a bit of an issue at times.”

Alison set to work. One day little resembled the next, but she 

interviewed people living in the affected areas, visited project sites, 

planted trees in forestation projects, worked with local women 

(women completed about 30 percent of every CARE project), 

participated in workshops, and taught children in schools about 

climate change and how the actions of people can affect the 

environment. All CARE projects help empower nationals to create 

change within their own communities.

“I saw a great deal of poverty,” she says. “Sometimes there was 

no indoor plumbing, many families did not have enough to eat, but 

our work could give people hope for a better future.”

All around her Alison saw the effects of landslides, floods, 

and earthquakes. Many of these disasters could be traced to 

environmental devastation by human misuse of natural resources, 

others to volcanic activity. Guatemala’s poorest citizens own less 

than 20 percent of the land, much of it along the steep hillsides 

the wealthier classes don’t want. With erosion, soil degradation 

and the subsequent climate change, agricultural productivity has 

steadily decreased. 

“Our work was to help people learn natural resource manage-

ment skills,” Alison says. One of the CARE projects in which 

Alison participated was called Mi Bosque, or My Forest. Another 

project is named Mi Cuenca, My Watershed. Both projects aim 

to teach how to regain what has been lost over the years, raising 

awareness that deforestation has harmful consequences and, at the 

same time, organizing reforestation efforts. 

By planting saplings along contour lines to reduce erosion on 

the steep hillsides, by promoting the cultivation of fruit trees as 

another income and food source, and by demonstrating the use 

of “living fences” created from 

strategically planted trees and 

shrubs to contain livestock and 

mark borders, CARE turned 

disaster into new opportunity. 

“All of these projects have 

been very successful,” Alison says. “Agricultural 

productivity has gone up again, so that families don’t have to leave 

their homes to find new places to live, but can work on improving 

their lives where they are. The families are also learning to work 

together on these projects, creating a stronger sense of together-

ness within the communities.”

Like a female Johnny Appleseed, Alison has left in her wake 

rows of tiny, thriving fruit trees: peaches, avocados, plums. 

Project group members are now able to support livestock 

on their land—hens, pigs, goats, and 

cows. Water, soil, and forest resources are 

showing new life, and soil erosion has 

decreased. 

“And this has been accomplished 

by working hand-in-hand with the 

communities and local governmental 

authorities,” Alison says. “Making 

people aware of the problem and 

educating them on why it is such a big 

problem for the larger population can 

have a really big impact.”

As for doing her work so far 

away from home, Alison remarks 

on what her parents perhaps 

understood at first glance. “Study 

abroad gets you to think in new 

and different ways about solving 

problems we all face together. 

People have different experiences 

and form different perspectives 

on what we can and cannot do, 

and sometimes seeing things 

from someone else’s perspec-

tive shows you that there are 

a variety of solutions to any 

given problem. I learned 

more about what it means 

to be a woman in a society 

where women hold much 

less status yet great power 

to make a difference.” 

End

Nursery projects sponsored by CARE
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Hicks, Hicks, Hooray!

T he Weimer K. Hicks Center and its general contractor, Miller-Davis Company, have won a 2009 

Aon Build America Award from the Associated General Contractors of America (AGC). Hicks 

won the award in the Construction Management Renovation category (the 2008 winner was the 

historic renovation and expansion of the Virginia State Capitol in Richmond, Virginia). “This is an 

extremely prestigious national award vied for by some of the most impressive building projects across 

the U.S.,” said Paul Manstrom, Kalamazoo College director of facilities management. The 2009 award 

was presented in a ceremony at the AGC 90th Annual Convention on March 6 in San Diego. And 

that’s not all! The U.S. Green Building Council recently informed the College that the Hicks Center 

officially earned enough credits to qualify for the silver level of certification in Leadership in Energy and 

Environmental Design (LEED), making it the first LEED-certified new construction project in south-

west Michigan. Good timing! Recent market research showed that prospective students do consider 

Kalamazoo College a tightly knit campus—a place where students, faculty, and staff come together 

frequently in formal and informal ways. Moreover, this aspect of “K” is very important to them. 

Strengthening this quality of the College’s character would increase the number of students who apply 

and who choose to attend the College. The new Hicks will help us do that. End



A sk Blake Hill ’84 to define his scientific specialty, and 

the pioneering biochemistry researcher will reply with a 

cheerful grin: “I’m a mitochondriac and also a card-carrying 

NMR spectroscopist!” Ask him to explain what in the world that 

means, and the former Kalamazoo College chemistry major will 

surprise you by jumping to his feet and offering to take you 

on “a quick tour of the basement.”

Five minutes later, he’ll really surprise you by climbing 

up a steep wooden ramp that leads to the top of what appears 

to be a gleaming, 15-foot-high soup kettle.

“Pretty cool, huh?” barks 

the nationally recognized 

expert on membrane physiology 

from his perch high atop the 

enormous metal cylinder. “What 

you’re looking at right now is an 

800-megahertz nuclear magnetic 

resonance [NMR] spectrometer—one 

of the largest instruments of its kind 

in the world.

“Basically, this is just a giant 

magnet that we use to take ‘pictures’ 

of protein molecules found inside living 

cells, from which we can learn all sorts of interesting things 

about how proteins may control what goes on in cells from 

moment to moment.”

Among the “interesting things” that Professor Hill and 

his Johns Hopkins University colleagues often watch are 

“mitochondria”—tiny organelles in which most of the energy 

used by human cells is manufactured. 

“We’ve known for some time that the mitochondria play an 

important role in regulating how cells respond to the presence 

of diseases such as cancer and HIV/AIDS,” says Hill. “In cancer, 

for example, we now understand that the mitochondria help to 

activate key 

‘signaling’ 

proteins 

that tell 

cells to die 

spontaneously [through a process known as “apoptosis”], in an 

attempt to drive out the invading cancer.

“But when healthy cells are overwhelmed by cancer 

cells, their mitochondria somehow lose that vitally important 

‘signaling’ ability. If we can learn more about these reactions at 

the molecular level, we will identify new targets for [pharmaceu-

tical] compounds that will prevent the ‘signaling’ breakdown 

from taking place.

“By creating a powerful magnetic field with this device and 

then watching how that field interacts with the molecules, we can 

analyze changes in proteins by tracking changes in the magnetic 

field. And that gives us the ability to open up a new window on 

cellular biology at the molecular level—so that we can study the 

chemistry of living systems in a way scientists of earlier genera-

tions could only dream about.”

He smiles and, giving the gleaming metal skin of his “Varian 

800” spectrometer an affectionate pat, says, “We’re going to be 

unraveling some fascinating secrets in the years up ahead, and 

using them to make life better for all. Not only in the treatment of 

human diseases, but also in engineering and creation of an entire 

new generation of useful gadgets. Imagine a world where all the 

electronic devices we use today are replaced by biologically based 

devices that are hundreds of times smaller.

“We’re now learning how Mother Nature has made such 

‘nanomachines’ and increasingly using this knowledge for the 

betterment of humankind.”

Learning About “Scientific Rigor”—The Hard Way 

Born and raised mostly in the Detroit-Ann Arbor area, where his 

father worked as a mid-level pharmaceutical company executive, 

Blake Hill moved to Kalamazoo with his family just before his 

senior year of high school. After arriving at Kalamazoo College 

in the fall of 1980, he soon found himself drawn to the study of 

chemistry and to “an extraordinary teacher and mentor” named 

Ralph Deal. 

“Professor Deal taught us physical chemistry and he abso-

lutely pushed us to the limit,” Hill recalls with a smile. “His labs 

were brutal, but if you managed to survive them, you learned a 

great deal about the importance of scientific rigor. 

“I can’t tell you how many times [lab-mate] Tom 

Cady and I worked all night in Dewing Hall, struggling to 

finish our lab reports. Professor Deal changed the way I 

thought about science. You know, as a college undergrad, 

you’d do a little bit of chemistry, and you’d think you’d 

worked your ass off. But then you would talk to Ralph and 

you’d realize that you hadn’t even begun to scratch the 

surface! Thanks to him, physical chemistry at Kalamazoo 

was a thrilling challenge—and the perfect preparation for 
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a career in science.”

But struggling through chemistry labs wasn’t the only chal-

lenge Blake Hill faced. He took part in some classic football battles 

against such formidable foes like Hope College and Ferris State.

“I remember one game [1983] against Ferris, where we 

expected to get our rear ends handed to us,” he says. “They had 

this All-American nose-guard lining up over our center, Al Pillar. 

Al only weighed 185 pounds, but he was scrappy. Don’t ask me 

how, but Al plowed right over him, which opened up our offense, 

and instead of getting creamed, we actually won the game 

[37-25]. That victory against Ferris was the kind of highlight you 

don’t forget!”

After mastering the rigorous discipline required for both 

Ralph Deal’s chemistry labs and varsity football, Blake Hill worked 

for the Upjohn Company. From there, he earned a fellowship to 

study biophysics in the chemistry department at Yale University. 

After obtaining his doctorate in 1995 (his specialty was developing 

new NMR methods for studying cell-regulating proteins) and then 

completing a five-year “postdoc” fellowship at the University of 

Pennsylvania, he signed on as an assistant professor of biology at 

Johns Hopkins in 2000. Since then, he’s been gaining a national 

reputation in biochemistry circles for his groundbreaking work in 

NMR spectroscopy.

“Blake Hill is a terrific scientist who has established himself 

as a major figure in the world of NMR spectroscopy, and his 

research in increasingly important areas such as mitochondrial 

protein regulation looks very promising,” says William F. DeGrado, 

Ph.D. ’77, a nationally renowned biophysicist (and member of 

the National Academy of Sciences) who directs a leading protein 

design and engineering lab at the University of Pennsylvania. “As 

a scientist, Blake has always had the courage to attack the really 

big problems in biology. He’s been able to integrate his knowledge 

of chemistry and his skill at NMR spectroscopy into the science of 

biology. That requires intellectual adaptability and flexibility—and I 

think those are the kinds of mental attributes that both of us were able 

to take away from our liberal arts education at Kalamazoo College.”

“Team Protein” T-Shirts

On a typical Saturday morning, you’re likely to find Hill in the 

Intracellular Communications Networks Laboratory working 

with several eager graduate students on such thorny problems 

as figuring out how the “anti-apoptotic Bcl-2 family proteins” go 

about the remarkably complicated business of “regulating mito-

chondrial shape, size, and distribution.” 

Although the biochemical processes Hill studies in the lab 

seem forbiddingly complex, he’s got a well-earned reputation at 

Hopkins for his rollicking sense of humor—and for refusing to 

take himself too seriously. “We work very hard, and we’re usually 

up until all hours of the night chasing molecules,” says the balding, 

cheerful 45-year-old. “But we also know how to enjoy ourselves.”

To illustrate, he points out the bright blue t-shirt worn by 

one of his top biochemistry graduate students, Frederick Tan. 

The shirt bears a legend in giant letters, TEAM PROTEIN, which 

nicely complements the art work on Hill’s own T-shirt: a shapeless, 

well-worn garment that features the slogan: “The Usual Suspects: 

Under Investigation By The Biology Department!” Beneath the 

words are a series of colorfully drawn cartoons of the creatures 

(a C. elegans worm, a Drosophilia fruit fly, a grinning rat, and an 

impish-looking yeast particle) that laboratory biologists typically 

use in conducting their research.

“Dr. Hill knows how to laugh, that’s for sure,” says Lora 

Picton, another graduate student who works in his 

Hopkins lab. “He’s also very generous, in terms of letting 

us work on projects that we’re especially interested in. He’s 

enthusiastic and supportive—and that’s very important in a 

really demanding intellectual environment like this one at Johns 

Hopkins.”

Adds Picton, “When you work at the graduate level in 

biochemistry, you soon discover that most of your experiments 

are going to fail. That’s standard in scientific research when you 

are pushing the frontiers, but it can be rather painful at times, and 

that’s why it’s important to have the boss’ support!”

As the father of two young children (“I’m a late bloomer!”), 

Blake Hill says he feels a special affection and empathy for 

students, and that he spends “as much time as humanly possible” 

helping wife Kathleen (a Baltimore-area educational consultant) 

shepherd them around the family manse in a leafy city neighbor-

hood near campus. During the school year, he also teaches basic 

biochemistry to more than 400 Hopkins undergraduates—a 

challenge that “can be exhausting at times, but that also keeps me 

nicely wired to the younger generation, and to all of their hopes 

and concerns about the world they will soon inherit. 

“I really love teaching,” explains Hill, “because of the way it 

helps me find the right balance between doing pure research and 

serving the community in which I happen to live.”

Then, with a thoughtful smile: “You know, I kid around a lot, 

and that’s fine. But I’m also very serious about our research here in 

the lab. I do think one owes something to the society we live in. I 

think it’s an obligation for all of us who were fortunate enough to 

have had parents that provided a solid foundation and stressed a 

good education to find ways to give something back.  Deep down, I 

think everybody in this lab is hoping that the knowledge we might 

gain from our experiments will pay off one day—in useful clinical 

breakthroughs that can help the entire world in the struggle 

against disease.”  End
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it’s ten o’clock on a recent Saturday 

morning in suburban Philadelphia, and 

Mickey Charles is having himself a great 

deal of fun.

“You want to see the network 

in action?” asks Mickey.  “No 

problem.  Come on over here and 

let me show you how the New 

York Times is using our stuff!”

With that, the 73-year-old 

“Mickey Charles”—Charles 

Tucker ’56 in real life—props 

his Golf Pride sand wedge 

against the side of his enormous 

desk and then leads the way across the royal-blue 

carpet to his flickering video display terminal.

A moment later, the brightly illuminated screen is winking . . . 

flashing . . . and then morphing into the familiar front-page format 

of the NY Times:  All the News That’s Fit to Print.  Crouched on his 

swivel-chair, Mickey hits a few more buttons, then chortles with 

delight as the Times’ electronic system zooms him onto the cyber-

page for The Sports Network (TSN).

Charles Tucker, the former Kalamazoo College liberal arts major 

and mid-1950s captain of the Fighting Hornets basketball team, is the 

founder of TSN—the world’s largest independently owned supplier 

of sports scores and information, with more than 2,000 outlets that 

stretch from India and China to Algeria and Dubai, and then to 

London and New York City and everyplace in between.

Make no mistake: After spending the past 25 years working 

10 and 12 hours a day to build his far-flung sports-reporting 

empire, the astonishingly indefatigable Tucker is fiercely proud of 

every high-tech bell and whistle in the entire TSN package.

“You see those scores from all around the world?” he asks, as 

the Times’ “Other Sports” page scrolls down his computer screen.  

“We’ve got rugby from England, auto racing from Monte Carlo, 

soccer from China and Indonesia.  We’ve got it all, hello!  Nobody 

can match our speed and accuracy, or the amount of sports content 

we provide.

“I supply the Times with scores from all around the world, 

and the Times pays me a regular monthly fee for it.  Let’s say they 

pay me $5,000 a month, okay?  And then they sell all these ads 

that they run around my content.  And let’s say they sell those ads 

for $10,000.  So now they basically have me for free, and they just 

made $5,000 a month.

“Hello!”

He’s grinning again now, and his huge, snow-white eyebrows 

are flaring dangerously, and he’s booming with joyful laughter—

“Hello!”—as he leads a visiting reporter on a quick cyber-tour of the 

far-flung network he built from scratch, starting way back in 1983.

“We launched the network in my kitchen,” 

says the Internet mogul, as his fingers fly over the 

computer buttons, “and in those early days, it was 

just me and my wife Roz and a couple of employees 

who worked out in the reconfigured garage.  And 

now we’re in India, and we’re in Thailand.We 

just signed a deal to provide news, scores and 

updates—coupled with a host of statistics to cell 

phone users all across Asia!”

Then, pointing again at the screen: “There you 

go, that’s the Philadelphia Inquirer.  Same format, 

different template; you see our TSN logo?  We’re 

feeding them sports information they couldn’t get 

anywhere else, and we’re doing it in real time.

“Here’s WFAN out of New York, the biggest sports radio 

outlet in the USA—and there’s my service.  MLB, NFL, NHL, 

NBA, Formula One, soccer, tennis, golf, NASCAR, Olympics: we’re 

reporting 20 different sports to Europe from three continents, 

while we’re looking at this update.  Right now, we’re feeding scores 

and information to 2,000 media outlets around the world, and 

we’re doing it 24/7, and that’s just on websites. 

“But what’s coming is going to be even better.  What’s coming 

is the mobile phone—what I call the ‘weapon of the future’—and 

it’s already here.  We’re already going into China, India, Malaysia, 

Thailand, Algeria, all of Africa. We’ve also begun delivering sports 

info to several of those countries via mobile phones, and the rest 

will come on line soon.”

Now he’s spinning out of the swivel-chair; he’s back on his 

feet.  And a moment later, he’s got the Golf Pride sand wedge back 

in his hands, and he’s lining up his next imaginary shot.  Above 

his head, a jumbo-sized flat-screen TV blares the latest coverage of 

the international Ryder Golf Cup: “What a shot! Can you believe 

how he hit that ball?” 

Ask the former Fighting Hornet what keeps driving him 

to expand the Network, and to add more and more services 

(and even, in recent months, to write a Broadway musical, of all 

things—“We’re looking for a theater right now!”), and Tucker will 

tell you that “it’s all about the joy of creating things, and building 

organizations and operations from scratch. 

“Hello!” sings Tucker, once again firing off his favorite excla-

mation, as he begins to line up that next sand wedge shot.  “Trust 

me: I am not in this for the money.  As a matter of fact, I couldn’t 

care less about the money.  My wife Roz handles all the money, 

and she does a fabulous job at it.  I don’t have a bank account, 

or a checking account, and I have no idea, even, how much our 

mortgage was. 

“I’m in this for the action—for the satisfaction of achieve-

ment, creation, and success.”           

For once-upon-a-time 

Kalamazoo College 

basketball star Charles 

Tucker, the high-tech 

and high-energy entre-

preneur who runs the 

world’s largest indepen-

dently owned sports 

reporting network, what 

matters most is enjoying 

the action.

acTIon FIgure
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QuoTaBLe QuoTes

As a frequent “motivational speaker” at corporate meetings and 

company seminars all around the United States, Mickey Charles 

(a.k.a Charles Tucker ’56) carries a personal notebook full of one-line 

“zingers” that he’s been collecting for the past 50 years.  Here are a 

few samples from the notebook.

On the importance of self-education: “Some 

people drink from the fountain of knowledge;                     

others just gargle.”

On being successful in life: “Success is how high you bounce when 

you hit bottom.”

On coming up with creative ideas: “The best way to have one good 

idea is to have lots of them.”

        On the real meaning of wealth: “There’s only one thing 

money can’t buy: poverty.”

 

On the importance of being able to find creative 

solutions to everyday problems: “We have to 

continually be jumping off cliffs and developing 

our wings on the way down.”

On the possibility of life after death: “As my 

mother used to say: ‘If it’s so good up there, 

how come nobody has written back and said, 

hurry up and get here as soon as you can!’” 

On the true definition of success: “It’s 

better to be a failure at something you 

love than to be a success at something 

you hate.”
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At 73, Charles Tucker can 
still light up a room (with 
his smile) or the basketball 
court (with his jumpshot).
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“K” Welcomes ‘A Kid from The Bronx’ 

Born and raised in The Bronx—“exactly 17 blocks from Yankee 

Stadium”—Tucker was the son of a Russian-Jewish-immigrant 

tailor who taught him, he says, to love both his family and the 

fabled Yankee baseball team with a fierce and limitless 

passion.  

“My father was in the schmata [Yiddish for “rags”] 

business,” recalls the feisty septuagenarian, “and the world 

I grew up in was the world of the tenements.  We lived in a 

second-floor walkup, at 1985 Creston Avenue, and we didn’t have 

a lot of material wealth.  A block of ice in the window on a hot 

summer night with an oscillating fan behind it—that was our air 

conditioning.  We often struggled to make ends meet, but when we 

weren’t working, everyone in the neighborhood played sports with 

a vengeance—mostly stick ball and street touch football, or basket-

ball in the schoolyard.  There were no golf courses or tennis courts 

in the Bronx.  And, before everything else, we were Yankee fans. 

“When you’re born in the Bronx, they don’t slap you on the 

butt—they paint [Yankee] pinstripes on your ass!” 

At six-foot-four and 200 pounds, the youthful Tucker was an 

outstanding athlete.  And he needed every bit of that size, he says, 

in order to compete in “schoolyard basketball games where the 

rule was kill or be killed.

“I learned the game of basketball while playing on those 

asphalt courts,” he says with a chuckle of nostalgia, “and we 

played a ‘take no prisoners’ version of the game.  It wasn’t just 

intense, it was brutal out there, and our basic rule on a play where 

contact occurred was that if you didn’t have to call for an ambu-

lance at the end of the play, there was no foul!  The participants 

on those weekend mornings and afternoons were some of the best 

college and high school basketball talent in the borough, with 

occasional visits from buddies from Harlem.”  

It was the same attitude and approach to the game that he 

brought to “K.” 

Because his parents and two older sisters, also born in Russia, 

emphasized education heavily, Tucker became a good student, 

along with learning how to flatten opposing centers under the 

basket.  After graduating from DeWitt Clinton High School, he 

took the rather unusual step—for a kid from the rough-and-

tumble streets of the Big Apple—of applying to some large schools 

around the country. One of the coaches (Lou Rossini of Columbia 

University) who visited those weekend games to scout for talent 

encouraged Tucker to go there.  He did.  But after a couple of years, 

he decided that he wanted to attend a liberal arts college with 

much smaller classes—and he did just that. 

Accepted at Kalamazoo College in the fall of 1952, after 

two unproductive years at Columbia, Tucker climbed aboard the 

“Wolverine Express” at Grand Central Station and headed for the 

wilds of far-off Michigan.  “I sat on that train crying at times,” he 

remembers, “and wondering, as we pulled out of New York City: 

‘What the hell have I done?’  Everyone else on that train ride was 

from the University of Michigan. 

“When the train finally reached Kalamazoo the next day, I got 

off wearing a double-breasted suit and a cashmere overcoat.  I was 

a hotshot from New York City—all I needed was a violin case and 

a machine gun to make the picture complete!” 

Within the space of two days, recalls Tucker, the world of The 

Bronx had been replaced by the bucolic and easygoing world of 

1950s Kalamazoo. 

Amazingly enough, the big man from New “Yawk” soon 

discovered that he loved his new environment.  “I woke up and 

realized that I had landed among all these nice Midwestern guys 

who probably thought I was from the dark side of the moon.  Here 

I was, this great big Jewish kid from the Bronx. I’m sure they didn’t 

know what to think.  But they were actually quite friendly, as it 

turned out, and they took me in without a second thought.” 

What followed were “two terrific years” of study and sports as 

the big man from the Bronx led the Hornets from one basketball 

triumph to the next.  Named team captain for 1955-56, Tucker 

that year piloted the team to a chest-thumping 14-9 record and a 

second-place finish in the MIAA conference.  

“We had a very good team,” he says today, “and I learned 

some important lessons about life from my two coaches, Rolla 

Anderson and then Ray Steffen.  Ray became a really inspira-

tional mentor, and he helped me grow up a lot.  He had a way of 

correcting you that was wonderfully effective. 

“He’d put an arm around you during a break in practice     

and he’d say: ‘You know I love you, Charles—what the hell are  

you doing?’” 

After receiving his B.A. in the spring of 1956, Tucker earned 

his law degree (at Brooklyn Law School) and then began a remark-

able career as a sports columnist for several newspapers and maga-

zines (including the Philadelphia Inquirer), as a television sports 

talk-show host (for CBS and later ESPN), as a college English 

professor (at St. Joseph’s in Philadelphia), and then, starting in 

1983, as the founder of a sports scores telephone service that 

would soon evolve into the world’s largest privately owned and 

operated supplier of global sports info. 

For the laughter-loving Tucker, who has a powerful gift for 

stand-up comedy, a career-deciding moment occurred during the 

early 1960s when he walked onstage at the famed Hungry Eye 

nightclub in San Francisco and wowed the audience with his biting 

one-liners.  The stunned onlookers (including the renowned comic 

Mort Sahl, who was present that night) roared with laughter, and 

the owner of the club was so impressed that he offered Tucker a 



33

12-week contract as an opening act for legendary jazz singer Vikki 

Carr.  But when he broke the news to his wife Rosalind, she put 

her foot down. 

“Roz told me she didn’t want me out on the road for weeks at 

a time, living the life of an entertainer,” Tucker recalls.  “She said:  

‘Here’s the deal—you can have 12 weeks with Vikki Carr, or you 

can have a lifetime with me!’” 

Tucker says it took him only a split second to make the right 

choice.  Roz is a tireless and “extremely skillful” business exec-

utive—to the point that Mickey gives her much of the credit for 

helping to build the flourishing network that made their fortune. 

And the couple, who recently celebrated their 48th anniversary, 

have raised three children. Son Wayne, a Kalamazoo College 

graduate, is now a successful family practice physician. And 

daughters Stacy and Lisa have also made their parents proud, with 

one designing and manufacturing clothing while the other, who 

holds a double master’s degree, was selected teacher of the year in 

Philadelphia in her first term. 

A passionate father and grandfather, Tucker says “there’s 

nothing on earth as important as family,” and his eyes brim with 

tears when he describes how he loves to hear his granddaughter 

Sydney say: “I love you, Pop! 

“Whenever she—or any of the other grandkids (Marissa, Sami 

or Gabi)—tells me that, I realize all over again that I would climb 

Mt. Everest naked for my family,” he adds, dabbing at his eyes.  “I 

learned that from my wonderful father, who always told me: ‘First 

comes your wife and children, and second comes your wife and 

children.  And after that comes your wife and your children!’

“Make no mistake about it, everything I am today, and whatever 

I have achieved, I owe to my mother, sisters and, of course, Roz.”         

  

Working Harder Than Ever                        
Take a leisurely stroll through the sleek, glass-and-steel headquar-

ters complex that houses The Sports Network in the Philadelphia 

suburb of Hatboro and you’ll find yourself gazing upon an 

immense array of chattering computers, flickering Internet servers, 

and glowing flat-panel TV screens, all of which are busily feeding 

an immense swarm of sports data into twisting wires and cables 

that appear to cover every square inch of the TSN nerve center. 

At first glance, you might think you’ve wandered into a 

NASA command post during a Mars landing. A dozen technicians 

dart about the high-tech premises, intent on calibrating enough 

computerized communications gear to wire up every TV station 

and Internet website east of the Rockies.  

“Whenever I take visitors around our facility, I’m amazed by 

the fact that all of this started in my kitchen,” says Tucker, remem-

bering how he decided 25 years ago to expand the telephone 

sports scores service 

he was operating (50 

cents per caller for 

60 seconds of sports 

scores gathered by 

stringers all around 

the country).  “It’s 

been a very long 

and very exciting 

journey.  And it’s 

hardly over. 

“I think the key to our success was that we took the time and 

the trouble to master the Internet technology we needed at every 

step of the way.  We also developed a crackerjack team of sports 

writers and reporters, and we built a reporting system that 

has become so fast, it’s literally instantaneous. 

“These days, if a guy hits a homerun at a major league 

baseball game, we will often have it out to more than 500 of 

our outlets in the U.S. before he touches home plate!  We’re 

very, very fast, but we’re also very accurate.  Add to that the fact 

that we’ve got far more content than anybody else—and I’m 

including outfits like CNN and CBS and USA Today—and you can 

see why TSN has been able to land its share of the sports informa-

tion market.” 

Like Tucker, TSN Operations Director Philip Sokol has been 

part of the evolution of the network since the earliest days in the 

founder’s kitchen.  “I think one of the biggest keys to our success 

has been Mickey’s temperament,” he says.  “He’s an easygoing guy, 

very affable, and he knows how to talk to people.  He’s a terrific 

salesman, obviously, but he’s also determined to make sure that 

we’re on top of the technology we need to make our service the 

best in the world.” 

Ask Tucker why he’s still working so hard—at the tender age 

of 73—to expand his wire-service empire, and he’ll tell you that it’s 

all very simple.  “For me, all of this isn’t really a job!” he says with 

a laugh.  “Working on the network, that’s a way of keeping up with 

the action.  If I didn’t really love doing this and coming in here every 

day to make it all bigger and better, I wouldn’t be doing it. 

“It’s just like that musical I’ve been working on, The Day There 

Was No More Music.  I sat down one day and I said to myself: I love 

music and I love going to musicals on Broadway.  Why can’t I write 

one of my own?  

“And that’s exactly what I did. Interestingly enough, I’ve also 

begun two more. Hello!  Instead of asking, ‘Will I be able to do 

this?’ I just sat down and went to work on it.  And I’m having an 

absolute blast—I can hardly wait to attend opening night with 

family and friends!”  End



34 For Katy Knoechel ’10, the “‘K’ Experience” repeats 

itself every morning at breakfast at the Hicks Center 

cafeteria.

“Our whole team goes,” says the math and business 

major, who also swims on the Hornet swim team.  

“We line up the entire side of the dining room, like ‘Harry 

Potter’ banquet-style.  Everyone is like, ‘Hey, you guys are really 

intimidating when you all come in and sit at your huge table.’”

The stares subside rather quickly, though.

After all, this is Kalamazoo College—a 

place where football players can also be 

baseball players and where the teams support 

each other whenever possible.  Case in point: 

the time Katy recalls when, after a home swim 

meet, some of the male swimmers rushed over 

to the Anderson Athletic Center to cheer for the 

basketball team—wearing their Speedos.

“That was pretty funny,” she says.  “I’ve 

had this group since I was a freshman.  You 

always try to branch out and meet new people, 

but you still have that core, and it’s nice.”

It’s that balance between big and small, 

sports and school that attracted Katy to “K,” 

which continues to strive for an inclusive, 

student-focused environment.  It’s a setting 

where the athletes aren’t unapproachable, 

but rather provide much of the orange and 

black blood that helps keep the tightly-knit 

campus pumping.

And Katy’s days fire up early.

She’s usually in the gym with her team at 

5:30 a.m. for weight lifting and other out-of-

the-pool training.  Then it’s off to dining-room-dominating break-

fast, followed by class, practice, studying, and, of course, hanging 

with teammates in between.

It’s an experience she cherishes every day.

It’s an experience to which her father can relate.

Don Knoechel is one of the most decorated Kalamazoo 

College swimmers ever.  The 1980 graduate was an 18-time 

NCAA All-American and, four times, was named the Michigan 

Intercollegiate Athletic Association’s most valuable swimmer.

Now, at 50, Don travels the globe as a chemical                   

engineer for Pfizer.  

Although he’s not on the road all the time, he has visited the 

company’s international sites over the years and says the 

time he spent studying abroad while at “K” paid off.

“When I was coming out (of college), industry wasn’t 

as international as it is right now,” Don says.  “There’s been this 

20-year transition to this global economy now.  When I came here 

to Upjohn and now Pfizer, over that period of time I’ve done some 

traveling and we have more international colleagues in places like 

Sweden and Italy, and having been in those places before through 

my studies at ‘K,’ it helped a lot.  

“I wasn’t scared of a train station.  I knew a little bit about   

the culture.”

Don, his wife Teresa, and 12-year-old son Sam still live in 

Kalamazoo and support “K” however they can, including what has 

become a yearly tradition of inviting all the national qualifiers from 

the swim team over to their 

house for lasagna before they 

leave for competition.

“I’m glad I did it the way I 

did it,” Don says of his decision to attend “K” for four years before 

earning master’s and doctoral degrees from Purdue University.  

“‘K’ prepared me very well for Purdue.  I was glad for the 

small classroom size at ‘K.’  You get to have that at graduate school, 

even at a big place, but I’m sort of glad I didn’t do undergrad at a 

bigger school, especially with wanting to be part of athletics.”

It’s easy to look at Don’s career and assume Katy was a 

natural to follow in his wake.

Ho
rn

et
 H

ot
w

ire

Butterfly in the genes…father Don 
Knoechel, Class of 1980 and …



36

Greetings to the Kalamazoo College Community…
…from the Alumni Association Executive Board (AAEB)

One of the great benefits of the Kalamazoo College experience is the friendships developed with classmates.  

Perpetuate those friendships and stay connected though KAlumNet, the College’s online alumni directory.  It is 

not only a great resource to connect with classmates, but also a way to identify other alumni in your region or 

occupation.  Moving?  KAlumNet can connect you with alumni in your new city.  Starting graduate school?  Search 

for other alumni attending or who have graduated from the same institution.  Traveling?  Search for alumni living 

throughout the world.  

KAlumNet is free and easy to use.  Here are some tips to get you started:

To register, go to http://www.kzoo.edu/aluminfo/alumnet/ and click on “Register Now.”  Enter your last name 

and select “Find My Record.”  KAlumNet will search the database and find your name.  Click on your name to 

continue.  In Registration Step 3, you’ll be asked to enter your ID number for verification.  Your ID number is either 

your student ID number or the last 4-digits of your Social Security number.  Press the “Validate” button.  You will 

then be prompted to select your own User ID and password.  

Once registered, take a moment to review your profile and update the information you would like to share.

Already registered, but have forgotten your User ID and password?  Click on the link for retrieval of log-in informa-

tion or contact your Office of Alumni Relations at aluminfo@kzoo.edu or 269-337-7300 for additional assistance. 

Once you have registered, you may perform simple or advanced searches for alumni in the system.

Use a simple search when searching for a classmate by name or class year.

Use an advanced search to identify alumni through a variety of categories including city 

or state of residence, occupation, “K” major, “K” athletic involvement, or foreign study 

site.  When performing an advanced search, keep your search criteria wide to allow for 

the most search results.  Too narrow a search may provide no results.  

Friendships developed at “K” can last for a lifetime and KAlumNet makes main-

taining those relationships so much easier.  Please consider registering 

and enjoy the benefit of Kalamazoo College’s online alumni directory.

Sincerely,

Chris Bussert ’78, President

Alumni Association Executive Board
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HOMECOMING 2008 was particularly festive. It was, after all, the College’s 175th birthday, and study abroad turned 

50! That latter milestone merited a special celebration. (Note: Class Reunion photos were published in the January 2009 BeLight,            

www.kzoo.edu/belight/.)

aThLeTIc haLL oF FaMe

Great Individuals
Four alumni were inducted into the Hornet Athletic Hall of Fame.  

Pictured right with Alumni Association Executive Board Vice 

President Gail Raiman ’73 (front row, left) and President Eileen 

B. Wilson-Oyelaran (front row, right) are (l-r):  Andy Bradford 

’90, Baseball;  david Curren ’78, Soccer; sean Mullendore ’93, 

Football; and Karen Carney ’93, Soccer.  
37

The 1956 Men’s Tennis Team went undefeated and posted the 

most successful southern tour of Coach “Doc” Stowe’s illustrious 

history at the College.  The team was MIAA Champion for the 

1956 season.  In attendance and pictured with Alumni Association 

Executive Board Vice President Gail Raiman ’73 (front row, left) 

and President Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran (front row, right) are 

(l-r): Coach Rolla Anderson, Jim Fowler ’56,  Don Stowe ’56,     

Les Dodson ’58, and Coach George Acker. 

The 1990 Women’s soccer team went 6-0 in the MIAA and 

dominated its season with 17 wins and only two losses.  The team 

won the MIAA championship for the 1990 season.  In attendance 

and pictured with Alumni Association Executive Board Vice 

President Gail Raiman ’73 (front row, left) and President Eileen 

B. Wilson-Oyelaran (front row, right) are (l-r): front row—Coach 

Peter Kowall, Amy Harris ’91, Mia (McGinty) Stewart ’94, Carrie 

(Glibbery) Stefl ’92; back row—Leigh Clancy ’91, Candice Jones 

Mullendore ’93, Karen Carney ’93, and Team Manager Brian Stefl.

Great Teams
The Hornet Athletic Hall of Fame inducted two teams in 2008: the 1956 Men’s Tennis Team and the 1990 Women’s Soccer Team.

Homecoming



evenTs   
Happy Birthday, Study Abroad!
Faculty, staff, students, and alumni gathered in Stetson Chapel for 

a morning convocation on October 24 to celebrate the College’s 

50th Anniversary of Study Abroad.  The event featured guest 

speaker Dr. Jody Olsen (left photo), Deputy Director of the Peace 

Corps. Alumni Marti and Arnie Campbell (right photo), both 

members of the Class of 1972, spoke about the impact of study 

abroad on their lives after “K.”  Marti and Arnie have enjoyed long 

careers in various countries as Foreign Service professionals in 

the U.S. State Department. So strong is their belief in the value of 

undergraduate study abroad that they later announced a $150,000 

gift that will be used by the Center for International Programs to 

help ensure the financial availability of the opportunity to all “K” 

students.  Philanthropy like theirs launched the program and has 

sustained it for its half century of life.

“Gotta Get a Guild!” and More 
Director of Guilds Joan Hawxhurst (left) talks with Jon Becker 

’73 and his wife, Ruth, about the College’s Guild Initiative. 

Hundreds of alumni are active members of the four charter 

guilds: Sustainability, Peace & Justice, Business, and Health. The 

Guilds event was one of many “fellowship in learning”  

programs featured during 

homecoming. Other events 

included a “Farms to K” social 

and panel discussion, and 

presentations on Muslim soci-

eties (by Dr. Gary Gregg) and 

the global financial crisis (by the 

economics department faculty).

Special Birthday Guests

The Foreign Study Program rests on the shoulders of many 

pioneers, including Kalamazoo College directors of the program 

and numerous country program directors. Some of these pioneers 

were able to attend the 50th birthday celebration. Pictured are 

(l-r): Joe Brockington, director of the Center for International 

Programs; Maurice Faure, Clermont-Ferrand, France; Franz 

Rexhausen, Bonn, Germany; André Heintz, Caen, France; Joe 

Fugate, professor emeritus of German and foreign study director 

emeritus; Dick Stavig, professor emeritus of English and foreign 

study director emeritus; Ian Fairnie, Perth, Australia; Sheila 

Klaiber-Mendoza, Madrid, Spain; Alison Kreuzer, Münster, 

Germany; Anne vonThaden-Schmidt, Hannover, Germany; and 

Wenda Focke, Erlangen, Germany.  

The Race
More than 250 alumni, students, faculty, staff, and friends 

participated in the 4th annual Homecoming 5K Run/Walk.  A 

chilly morning had many runners and walkers warming up 

inside Hoben Hall before the race, which 

wound through campus and 

the surrounding 

neighborhood.  

Pictured (l-r) are 

first-year students 

Melanie Witz, 

Jamie Dougherty, 

Jamie Schaub, and 

Kelsey Bragg.  
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Hicks on Parade
The newly renovated Weimer K. Hicks Center welcomed 

Homecoming guests for a variety of events throughout the 

weekend.  Reunion classes enjoyed a luncheon in the Center’s 

banquet and dining halls; alumni gathered with favorite faculty 

and staff members for a department coffee in the Arcus Atrium; 

and nine different study abroad reunions took place throughout 

the building’s many lounges and gathering spaces.  

The Games!
Homecoming means athletics!  The women’s soccer team (photo 

below) defeated Saint Mary’s 1-0 in overtime, the men’s soccer 

team lost 2-1 at Calvin, and the volleyball team defeated Albion 

3-1.  The football game was a white-knuckle nail-biter with the 

Hornets losing by one point in the final seconds to an undefeated 

Trine University. Wait ’til next year!   End       

More Than a charTer

Thank you, 1833 Society members, for making a differ-

ence in the lives of Kalamazoo College students. Perhaps 

a more apt name for The 1833 Society would be The 1836 

Society. For it takes more than a charter (1833) to make 

a college. It takes faith (expressed through philanthropy) 

that fulfillment of the college’s mission will improve the 

lives of its students and enhance the public good. After 

three years of philanthropy, Kalamazoo College held its 

first classes in 1836. 

Even though the year 1833 is more strongly associ-

ated with the College’s founding, it is the philanthropy 

that bridged the three-year gap between charter 

and classes that truly founded  the institution. 

Today, nearly two centuries later, each gift helps 

“re-found” the College’s mission. All gifts are 

important. We are fortunate to have a dedicated 

group of alumni, parents, and friends who for many years 

have ensured the College’s future and the excellence of 

its educational experience for its students. That group is 

every bit as important as the College’s original founders, 

so it is fitting they be called The 1833 Society.

Please consider joining this group of founders whose 

gifts are the foundation for our students’ opportunities. 

Giving a gift of $1,000 or more to the Kalamazoo College 

Fund during this fiscal year (which ends June 30, 2009) 

makes you a member of The 1833 Society.

If you work for a company or organization that will 

match your charitable gifts, then you can double your 

contribution to the Kalamazoo College Fund. In such a 

case, your gift of $500 becomes a gift of $1,000. 

Please join The 1833 Society today and 

make a difference in the education 

of a Kalamazoo College 

student.
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Not so much.

“My dad was excited when I chose to go to ‘K,’ but I think he 

would’ve been happy, anyway, just knowing I was going to do what 

I wanted to do,” Katy says.

In fact, Katy chose “K” for the same reason many students do 

small class sizes, close relationships with professors, and a variety 

of liberal arts offerings.

“It just seemed like the right fit,” she says.

Katy’s decision was helped along when she was chosen for 

the Heyl Scholarship, the same ride Don received, and it’s easy to 

tell her father is delighted that his little girl—who, at 5-9, is not so 

little anymore—is swimming the butterfly 

in the same pool he 

dominated on his way to a neck-full of medals.

The “K” natatorium actually goes back to Don’s days             

as a child.

At the age of 7, he would barely dip a foot in his cousins’ 

Wisconsin pool.  By 10, though, he was submerged in the sport—and 

in the natatorium, which hasn’t changed much since then.  

“We could use a new pool, definitely,” Katy says, laughing.  

“It’s the same pool my dad swam in.  It’s getting to the point that 

it’s harder to recruit.  On a D-III level, a lot of the schools are on 

the level we are, but some are now building bigger facilities.  A lot 

of high schools have better pools than we do.  

“It’s hard to train 

because we can’t fit 

our whole team in 

the pool.  Our 

divers have to 

practice at a 

different time 

because they 

can’t dive while 

we’re in there, so 

it’s tough.”

Both Knoechels wouldn’t trade 

their “K” memories.  They do, however, have a dream that 

one day a new pool might be part of a larger student recreation 

center, which Don sees as a staple of 

modern-day campuses.

“These days, kids 

are coming into school and 

they want wellness,” says Don, 

whose oldest son, Drew, swam at the 

University of Minnesota.  “They want 

to be able to exercise, and I think that’s 

entering into their decision on where 

to go.”

In addition to helping students and 

student-athletes, Don says a new recre-

ation center and pool might benefit the 

entire Kalamazoo community.

“Not only could you host Division III 

nationals,” Don says, “but you could host 

the conference meet, high school state meets.  

That’s a lot of people coming to town; that’s a 

lot of hotel rooms, a lot of people eating in the 

restaurants.

“We’ve definitely demonstrated that we 

know how to host the national tennis tourna-

ment every year.  We know how to do this.”

For now, though, Don is perfectly happy to drop by the place 

where he met his wife and the place where his daughter is enjoying 

some of the best times of her life.  It might be busy from breakfast 

to bedtime for Katy, but she wouldn’t have it any other way.

“I love being an athlete on campus,” she says.  “I really like 

our team.  If you ask anyone on campus, they call us ‘The Cult’ 

because we hang out with each other all the time.  I just like       

the presence we have on campus and, in general, the athletic         

community.” End

daughter Katy Knoechel, 
Class of 2010
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E ndowed professorships do great things. They confer a prestige that 
helps attract and retain the best faculty. The gifts that are their financial 
foundation free operational funds that an institution can use for other educational 

opportunities. And endowed professorships can make a vital difference in the lives of Ecuadoran 

adolescents.
The latter is certainly the case with John Fink, the Rosemary K. Brown Professor of 

Mathematics and Computer Science. That professorship, endowed by a gift from trustee   

emeriti Rosemary and John Brown of Kalamazoo, includes discretionary monies for use 

related to the professorship.  Last summer Fink used those funds to travel to Ecuador 

in order to help establish high school math outreach opportunities that became the 
Intercultural Research Projects (ICRPs) of several Kalamazoo College students on study 

abroad. Talk about a service-learning connection! This one stretches across continents, 

cultures, generations, and time.
Some back story. Fink served as a Fulbright Lecturer at the Universidad San 

Francisco de Quito five years ago. During that time he engaged in some service-

John Fink during a 
visit to the mountain 
village of Lumbisí.

Math Missionary

The math outreach program in Lumbisí will 

be located in this children’s center.
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learning opportunities with middle school and high school mathematics teachers. He marvels at their dedication: “Full-time 

public school teachers in Ecuador do not earn enough to make a living,” explains Fink, “so they take on two jobs, usually 

one teaching in the public schools and a second in a private school.” As a result, they often work extraordinarily long work 

weeks, so committing to a workshop to improve their teaching is a significant sacrifice and measure of their dedication to 

their students and their craft.

But that commitment is exactly what they made, not only in 2003, during Fink’s Fulbright Lectureship, but also in 

2007, when he returned as a Fulbright Senior Specialist to do a calculus teaching workshop that drew 36 participants!

In between these times Fink had been busy with a middle school math outreach program in the United States. 

“Math is a door that opens many other doors,” says Fink. Some of these doors are academic—disciplines like 

computer science, engineering, physics, biology, health sciences, chemistry, and economics and business. Other 

doors include trades such as plumbing and electrical work. 

Close the math door and in effect you close all these other portals. And the math door is exquisitely 

incremental and time sensitive. The critical time for keeping it open is middle school. Close it then and it 

often locks forever.

The aptly named “Keeping the Doors Open” math outreach program helps middle schoolers 

with high aptitude in the subject. The stakes are serious for the students and the community. Fink 

notes that long term longitudinal studies show that students who make it through Algebra II have 

a much higher chance of getting in and graduating from college, and they earn significantly more 

lifetime income.

Four Kalamazoo College students who participated as tutors in the program expressed their 

desire to do something similar during study abroad and use this service-learning outreach work as the 

basis of their ICRPs. That’s when Fink packed his bags for his third trip to Ecuador, courtesy of the Rosemary 

K. Brown Endowed Professorship’s discretionary stipend.

Once there he met with university colleagues and former workshop participants. He visited Escuela Manuela 

Cañizeres, a public high school in central Quito, and Colégio Paulo Freire, a private school in the northern part of the city. He 

took a short trip to Lumbisí, an Indian rural mountain village that had requested a mathematics outreach program.

And the reception to the idea of using “K” students in afterschool math outreach programs?

“Remarkable!” says Fink. “The fewest crumbs of possibility inspire a feast of dreams. The Ecuadoran people are remark-

ably adept at making full use of new and unanticipated opportunities that arise.”

So even though the details of the outreach programs and ICRPs were not fully set by the time Fink returned north, the 

foundations had been laid. At the time of his departure, Travis Smith was planning to work at Colégio Paulo Freire; Klissa 

Jarret was planning for her ICRP in Lumbisí; Lisa Phillips was considering ICRP work at Manuela Cañizeres; and although 

Derek Walton was contemplating an ICRP in biology rather than math outreach, he was hoping to keep himself available to 

help the others if needed. All were ably assisted by the College’s extraordinary onsite program director, Tania Ledergerber, 

who works tirelessly to organize and oversee the ICRPs.

“Each student will develop their own project,” said Fink. “I simply helped with the ground work.” The service work 

helps students immerse in a new culture to a point of inconspicuousness, at which great leaps of learning take place. “You 

become part of the furniture, so to speak. You are able to participate in the local culture in a deep and authentic way, without 

interfering.” In some ways, it’s the apotheosis of study abroad.

With his mission accomplished—or at least started—Fink could return home. But not before stepping in as a substi-

tute math instructor for an ill teacher at Paulo Freire (the lesson that day was polynomial division), and not before leading 

an impromptu workshop for teachers at Manuela Cañizeres, and not before delivering the keynote speech at the dedication 

of Universidad San Francisco de Quito’s new mathematics education certificate, a two-semester program that provides an 

advanced degree in math education. 

The father of that program, according to university officials: Juan Fink! Such are the possibilities of an 

endowed professorship. End

John Fink with 

Ecuadoran 

school children. 

Interlocking arms 

is a custom 

in the country 

that John finds 

beautiful.



Our Fellowship

A few copies of the College’s 175th 

anniversary history, A Fellowship in 

Learning: Kalamazoo College, 1833-2008, 

remain for sale. The 430-page book was 

written by alumna, trustee emerita, 

and college historian Marlene Crandell 

Francis ’58 and tells the story of the 

institution by highlighting the many 

forces that have shaped it: the Baptist 

heritage, the local community, and the 

goal of excellence. Francis also places the 

“K” story within the context of American 

higher education in general and Michigan 

in particular. Above all, she tells the story 

of Kalamazoo through the words and 

deeds of its students, faculty, and staff; 

not to mention about 200 photos and 

illustrations. “The result,” says Francis in 

the book’s preface, “will be that readers 

will...experience a sense of fellowship 

and community with these people, who 

are, after all, the makers of the College’s 

history.” A Fellowship in Learning can be 

ordered from the Kalamazoo College 

Bookstore (http://kcollegebookstore.

com/)  for the historically low price of 

$18.33, shipping and handling included!




