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Preface 

I grew up in Kalamazoo, and remember how I used to dream of living on 

Grand Avenue in one of those fancy Queen Anne houses. My family live~ in a 

ranch-style house on the far northwest side of town, but I had friends who lived 

on West Main Hill, and I could often be found there after school. We would do 

our homework in a funny, narrow little room just off the kitchen; or play tag 

with the other kids, tearing in and out between the houses or the passages 

between house and garage. On colder days, we would climb the stairs to the 

attic, spending hours discovering what someone else had earlier tucked away 

under a dormer. 

In 1983, I realized my dream. I bought a house in the neighborhood and 

started a business. The place had remained virtually unchanged. The same 

friendly kinds of family-oriented folks still lived in those gracious old homes. We 

got to know our neighbors and we stayed for almost nine years before we sold 

the business, so that I could return to school. 

While we were there, I served on the board of the neighborhood 

association, including a year as president. That was the year I suggested that this 

neighborhood was too good a place not to be photographed, talked about, 

researched and documented. I moved that we look at the possibility of 

nominating it for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. 

That was 1988. During our initial investigation, it became clear that a 

project of that size was beyond our means. The idea was tabled and not 

discussed further by the board. 

Three years later, I applied to fill an opening on Kalamazoo·s Commission 

for Historic Preservation and was accepted. During my first interview with 

them, I mentioned my frustration at not having been able to get that project 

underway. The chair commented that it could be done, and with her assistance, 

state funds were granted specifically for that purpose this past spring. It was out 

of that project and grant that part of this SIP project was born. 
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The second part of my SIP came from the realization of another dream: to 

further explore the world of art conservation. It came in the form of the 

sculpture conservation work-study at Chesterwood, a National Trust house 

museum, and former summer home of American sculptor, Daniel Chester 

French. 
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Introduction 

This SIP comes in two parts: the historic district research, and the account 

of the Chesterwood work-study. 

Because I interrupted the research to participate in the work-study project, 

I have placed my account of the work-study experience within the context of the 

larger SIP Journal, and added a second appendix section that contains additional 

materials accumulated and reviewed during the work-study period. 

It was quite a summer: not long enough, but thoroughly enlightening. 
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SIP Journal 

Wednesday, 23 Tune: I met with Lynn Houghton today at 1:30 PM, to go 

over the general format for my SIP project. Good news and bad. Bids for a 

consultant to complete the National Register nomination have not been sent out, 

that's bad. The West Main Hill nomination project should be complete by June, 

1994 if the commission is to be reimbursed with the grant money that was 

awarded. Chances are good that when a consultant is hired, it will be late 

summer or even fall, 1993. The good news is that instead of reporting to a 

consultant, I will report directly to Lynn, who is more familiar with local 

properties. Lynn is experienced in this process, but could not bid for this job 

herself because she acts as chair for the Commission for Historic Preservation. 

We have decided that it is not important to have the consultant here to start the 

research, in fact, it may save us time in the end, because the consultant can 

validate the research already complete, which leaves more time for the balance 

of the research. 

Part 1 of the project will be to do an inventory of the proposed district by 

address. I expect to come up with between 180 and 200 total properties. Because 

the SIP will not be a long enough period to complete research on all properties 

proposed for the district, Lynn has suggested that after I have completed the 

inventory, I focus on a specific segment and complete the research there, then, if 

time allows, begin another, and so on. 

We also discussed the format for my formal paper. Lynn suggested an 

outline that began with the history of the National Register and the nomination 

process, a description of the process and what a granted listing offers both 

private citizens and commercial property owners. 

After the meeting, I visited the City Assessor's office for plat maps of the 
neighborhood. 
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Thursday, 24 Tune: I borrowed the membership list from the West Main 

HilI Association to use as the basis for a property inventory. By cross

referencing this document with the plat maps, I will determine the total number 

of properties to be included in the nomination, based on the boundaries that 

Lynn and I discussed yesterday. This may take a day or two. 

Friday, 25 Tune: Plat maps are assembled, taped to my study wall for 

quick reference, and I have begun cross-referencing of maps and property list. 

Monday, 28 Tune: I have mostly completed the cross-referencing of plat 

maps and property list, with the exception of a few structures on the boundaries

-I'll work at better defining these the next time I make a field trip to the 

neighborhood. In the meantime, I wiII now begin editing the computer 

properties list to match the hand-done cross-reference. I have requested several 

items from the State Bureau of History, (one of which is a manual detailing the 

nomination process) which will help guide the research. Hopefully, by the time I 

finish with the computer work, the manual will arrive in the mail. 

I also completed an application for the National Trust Chesterwood 

Work-Study project today. Four pages! If accepted, I will participate during the 

third week of August in one of two programs there: historic paint analysis and 

methods, or exterior sculpture conservation. I have requested the sculpture 

project as my first choice, but they will only pick four people--so I'll keep my 

fingers crossed. They should advise participants in about 3 weeks. Chesterwood 

is Daniel Chester French's summer horne. One among French's many public 

sculptures is the seated Lincoln in the Memorial in Washington D.C. 

Tuesday, 29 Tuly: The bulk of the day today was spent in the Local 

History Room at the Kalamazoo Public Library, cross-checking both the plat 

map information and the computer list with the city directories. There were 

discrepancies on about 15-20% of the addresses, so a return to the neighborhood 

was in order to physically check which properties were actually there. All 
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properties were reconciled with the exception of three, one of which the city 

directory says is there, and I could not find. I'll double-check it against the plat 

map tomorrow. 

Wednesday & Thursday, 30 Tune & 1 July: Questions still exist on 2 or 3 

properties which I am attempting to reconcile. It has to do with the Grand

Academy-Henderson area: there appears to be one house that has a Henderson 

Drive address which actually sits between where Grand ends on it's west side 

and where Academy ends on it's east! The Local History Room Librarian and I 

are guessing that it may have been assigned if those lots ever actually faced 

north on to Henderson Court, rather than south, as they do now. We'll have to 

see what answer we get! 

The balance of Thursday was spent inputting new information into the 

computer. Next week, I'll decide on which area to focus, take photos for 

reference, and begin the actual research. Friday is a holiday for my husband, 

Terry, and we have a day trip planned. Monday is also a holiday! 

Tuesday, 6 July: The morning was spent reading other research done on 

West Main Hill; a National Trust book on delineating edges for historic districts 

and taking photos of structures on Thompson & Bulkley streets. Part of the 

information gathered about each structure in the area of study has to do 

specifically with architectural identification, and the photos will assist me in this 

process. I have decided to focus on these streets because they lay at the border 

of the northeast section of the area we have designated to study. 

After a lunch break, I began the city directory searches in the Local 

History Room at the public library. The first phase involves a look at who lived, 

(or in some cases, worked) in each of the structures. 

Wednesday, 7 July: By taking city directories as far back as there are 

addresses listed for the streets I've chosen, I now have a picture taking shape as 

to who lived there and for how long. I expect to finish this identification process 
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by the end of the week. There are about 25 structures involved. I begin with the 

first year I see an address on the street, and then do a check of occupants about 

every 5 years. If changes are noted (which in about half the cases there are), I do 

a more intense, annual search to see exactly when the occupancy chang~ took 

place. I hope to finish with this part by the end of the week, and then can begin a 

second phase. 

Thursday, 8 July: Now, with a more detailed search of the individual 

properties underway, I find the deeper I go, the more frustrating it gets. The 

major problem? Either a total lack of records, or inaccurate ones. At this rate, 

the biographical research on occupants is a way off yet. 

Friday, 9 July: A few glitches. There will be no accurate city tax records 

for these properties, (an important resource, especially for determining building 

date). It seems that University Addition, (the name of the plat in which 

Thompson and Bulkley are located) as well as most of Henderson Park, was not 

annexed by the city until the 1950's. The township was unhappy about the 

annexation, and dumped all of the records in the Cork Street landfill, instead of 

transferring them to the City. 

In addition, I have glitches 2 & 3, which involve changing of street 

numbers several times prior to and again in 1925. So, I am forced to review a 

structure by street number backward by year until it no longer appears, and 

then backward from there by resident to see if that resident appears at another 

address that could be the same structure. 

Monday, 12 July: This part is really frustrating. Yet another day spent 

with my head in city directories trying to determine approximately when these 

houses were built. I can't believe I'm still doing this part! And I have a feeling 

that it will go on like this for a while. 
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Tuesday, 13 July: I met with Janeen Emrich (a WMU student) this 

morning. She has done in-depth research on 8 of the homes in the West Main 

Hill area in the past with a fair amount of success. We spent almost all of our 

time in two places, the basement of the County Building and the basem~nt of 

City Hall in the archives. I have taken the city directory search for Thompson 

and Bulkley about as far as I can for now. It's time to search what tax rolls can be 

found. The key is to find a significant jump in the value of a property: this 

usually coincides with the building year, especially when corroborated with the 

city directory information. 

Wednesday, 14 July: Getting somewhere? Slowly. I am beginning to 

understand why so many National Trust district nominations are submitted with 

"circa" dates instead of the actual ones. 

I did have some luck today, although I'm not sure yet how much. I spoke 

with Tom Ponto about the residences that the college owns on Thompson and 

Bulkley, and he tells me that there are abstracts available on at least some of 

them, and will be glad to let me look. In addition, I contacted one of the other 

residents on Bulkley, and she has original architect's plans and other records for 

her house. 

I also found out today, much to my relief, that the earlier information I 

had received about tax rolls being "dumped" by the township was false--at least 

those for this area. So this information will be available for me when I'm ready. 

Thursday, 15 July: I made a decision today, it was time to place some 

parameters on the extent of the search, given that the end of the quarter is 

already in sight. I will attempt to cover the following streets in the search: 

Thompson, Bulkley, Academy, Monroe, Henderson, W. Lovell, W. South, 

Sprague and Burrows, Woodside and a couple other houses on the fringe. These 

buildings will comprise 40-50% of the total. This should give the consultant a 

good start when he or she gets to Kalamazoo, and give me an area to research 
that has not been done before. 



8
 

My new computer printer arrived this afternoon, and I can't wait to get it 

hooked up! I spent most of the day in the basement at city hall looking at tax 

rolls, comparing assessments to help determine building dates. It is a very slow 

process, but having the city directory information helps to know where to ~ook. 

Friday, 16 Iuly: The entire day was spent in the archives at city hall, 

reading assessment rolls. I think I have building dates now on about half of the 

houses on Bulkley. Bad news: city tax roU records are non-existent for 1899-1906. 

(A significant period for this project.) Building permits were not issued on a 

regular basis until the late 1920's or 30's. The WMU Archives may have tax rolls, 

but it's a long shot. 

Monday, 19 July: My new computer printer fails to perform. After I 

spent over an hour on the telephone, attempting to de-bug it with an Apple User 

Support person, I was told to haul it in to a authorized dealer for repair! I didn't 

get to work until almost 11 AM, after all that was handled. The balance of the 

day was spent doing a couple of things. I did more tax roll research at city hall, 

and looked at about 4 abstracts for property now owned by K-College on 

Thompson, Bulkley and Academy. There are several more which I will look at 

later in the week. 

Tuesday, 20 Iuly: I spent a half-day at city hall. Then, another half-day 

taking more photographs and starting the Academy street census. This is the 

same city directory search I did for other streets earlier. 

Wednesday, 21 July: Once again, almost the entire day spent in the 

archives at city hall. I also consulted with Lynn. She indicated that an exact 

building date for each house is not required for the district nomination, so that 

lets me off the hook a bit, especially given the 1899-1906 missing records 

problem, but I still intend to get as close as possible. I have finished the 

Academy Street census, and have begun Monroe St. 
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Thursday, 22 July: I took photos today, and have now finished shooting 

all the homes on Monroe, and most on Academy St. Then I ran out of film! 

Dropped it off and picked up more so I could finish tomorrow. The compl;lter is 

still out in the repair shop, along with my new printer! They told me when I 

took it in that it would be a 2-3 day turn-around. Not true! They promised this 

afternoon that it would be ready by Monday, latest. 

I spoke with National Trust this afternoon. I have been "unofficially" 

accepted to participate at Chesterwood, but they cautioned me that paperwork 

has not yet been signed, so don't make any hard and fast travel plans yet. I 

discussed the possibility of taking Terry along with me. Aric, (the program 

coordinator) gave me a rundown of the schedule, and it's a very busy one, 

covering most evenings as well. So I guess Terry will have to either stay at 

horne or plan to spend most of his time there alone! I'm sure he'll opt for the 

horne front that week, it doesn't sound like the trip would be very interesting for 

him, under the circumstances! 

Friday, 23 July: I finished the Monroe street census at the WMU archives 

this morning, and then took the rest of the photos for Academy. I quit at about 

2:30 PM to drive up to the Traverse City area with Terry to spend the weekend 

with friends. Will return Monday afternoon! 

Tuesday, 27 July: After speaking with the computer repair people 

yesterday afternoon after we returned horne, I found that they still hadn't 

looked at my stuff. I raised hell. The repairman promised me he'd look before 

he went horne. He called me at 6:30 PM and said he thought that it was not the 

computer, but the printer. Parts must be ordered! It's new! I can't believe this, 

but at least I can input stuff now. I picked up the computer this morning. The 

rest of the day was spent at the archives at WMU, finishing the Monroe census, 

and I also managed to complete W. South St. Making progress, but it's slow 
going! 
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Wednesday, 28 Iuly: Got some inputting and organizing of information 

into the computer. No word on the printer yet. I worked into the evening. 

, 

Thursday. 29 Iuly: When I started out this morning, I expected to work 

the morning at the WMU Archives, finishing up street census's for the last ones 

that I've selected to complete. Little did I know! I arrived at 8:30 AM and did not 

leave until 4:15 PM, allowing a short break for lunch. This part always takes 

longer than I expect. I did have more than the usual share of not only street 

number changes, but street name changes as well. I felt like an accomplished 

detective when I left, but also was not finished with the job because of the un

tangling and back-tracking I had to do. I was even so bold as to think that I'd 

have some time in the "K" archives this afternoon to check out some house 

histories on properties that the college now owns, but that will have to be 

delayed until I finish these others. Why is this part so important? Without 

building permits or access to records that current property owners might have, 

this is the only way to determine not only an approximate building date, but the 

names of the residents. The residents are a big part of the key to the historic 

nature of a district, especially if they were an especially civic-minded group, or 

became well-known for other reasons. Perhaps we have an inventor 

somewhere in the neighborhood's history! 

Back to the computer this evening - will I ever get all this stuff in? If only I 

had a lap-top! 

Friday, 30 July: Today, I have something to celebrate--the street censuses 

are complete (mostly). There are still a few unexplained changes that I've not 

been able to follow, but I'm going to have to let them go for now, hoping that 

further exploration in the other areas may also help to shed additional light on 

these. 

In addition, part of the morning was spent in the archives at "K". The 

summer archives person, Heidi, and I spent several hours pulling folders, 
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looking for hints on residential properties that the college has either built, like 

the Grove houses, or has acquired, like Humphrey House. There was good 

information on the Grove Houses and the Stryker Center, but nothing on 

Humphrey House or Blair House (now the French Language house). N?thing 

on Harold Blair--who was this guy? Or Herbert S. Humphrey--that name I 

recognized as possibly being related to the Humphrey brothers of Humphrey 

Products. I found a little bit of information later in the day in the Local History 

Room at the Public Library, but not enough. I know that the current "residents" 

of Humphrey House are very attached to it, so I'd like to see if I can get the 

information for them, as much as for myself. I'll be up at the WMU archives 

tomorrow--maybe they'll have more. 

Saturday, 31 Tuly: This is the most fun I've had in weeks doing this 

research. The morning was spent going through the Russ Coller Collection, 

assembling biographical information on the residents of the homes I'm 

researching. Russ Coller was a reporter for the Kalamazoo Gazette for many 

years, and kept an extensive index of tidbits about local people and 

organizations. So, when you have a name of an individual, company or 

organization, you simply pull the card for it, and read a bit about why they were 

noteworthy! In some cases, the date references are included, so I'll go the 

Gazette and look up a few for more details. There was a comment on Herbert 

Humphrey's card regarding an announcement of a new home--we'll see. 

As for the rest of the neighborhood, what a hoot! It's becoming clearly 

evident that this was a neighborhood of "movers and shakers" within the 

community during the 1920's and 30's and even 40's. Almost all of the early 

residents had cards detailing their birth, death, weddings, children, companies or 

organizations with which they were associated. Although I regret that my time 

will not allow me to further explore most of these, this information will be 

valuable when the Commission's project consultant comes in, because it helps 

create a profile of the neighborhood development, an important part of the 
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narrative portion of the nomination. I'll have to return to finish this part, I've 

only covered about 40 percent of the properties so far. 

Sunday, 1 August: Today is computer day. Although I still don't ha~e my 

printer, I'll continue to input information I've gathered so far. 

Monday, 2 August: I didn't finish computer input on Sunday, so I thought 

I'd finish this morning before I headed for city hall. I got a fresh start at about 

7:15 AM, so that I could be ready and downtown at about 10 am. I went to the 

kitchen at eight o'clock to refill my coffee cup and realized that this was 

REGISTRATION DAY FOR SENIORS! Talk about fly! I was in line at 8:46, and 

was registered by 9 AM with no problem. Well, I didn't get my shower, but I 

got an early start at city hall! 

I began again with looking at assessment rolls to help determine building 

dates, and was able to nail about another 5 of them definitely. More tomorrow. 

Tonight, I hope I can catch up on the computer input! I've decided I'm going to 

save the biographical work for Fridays and Saturdays. It will be my reward for 

spending the rest of my week in the city hall basement. 

No printer yet, but other good news--I got "officially" accepted for the 

Chesterwood Project. 

Wednesday, 4 August: Today is a home day. I finished entering the city 

directory information on each property into the computer Monday evening. 

Tuesday was an archives day at city haU, checking tax assessor's. In about 

another week I'll have most of them covered. I estimate I now have between 70 

and 80 properties on the list, and have determined building dates for between 30 

and 40 percent. With practice, that part gets easier. You learn in about what 

year to begin checking on a property's value, depending on the year a person's 

name first appears in the city directory. Some of the properties will be sticklers, 

because the residents listed are not owners, but renters (I think), and I've not 

discovered the secret for that yet. 
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I also gave Lynn Houghton a report on my progress last evening at the 

monthly meeting of the Kalamazoo Commission for Historic Preservation. 

Thursday, 5 August: Another full day in the city archives. I now, have 

evidence to corroborate about 50% of the building dates for my properties. I 

also pulled assessor's property cards for almost all the properties I'm 

researching. Those built by the College have no cards because they are tax 

exempt. Infonnation will be pulled from each card I have for the property data 

sheet. The National Register wants to know what materials were used in 

construction of each property. I will have to do a sight assessment for those 

properties that do not have cards: the Stryker Center and the Grove Houses. 

Friday, 6 August: I delivered fresh cinnamon rolls to the staff in the city 

archives today. They've been very helpful and have answered lots of questions 

for me. 

I was able to get another 10% of the properties dated. The rest are going 

to be sticky. I also spoke with both Gail Griffin and Dorothy Ashley, (former 

English Department secretary) today. I've set up an appointment on Monday 

with Dorothy to tour Humphrey House and have her tell me what she knows. 

In addition, I had a conversation with Dick Baker, who heads the city's 

Housing and Buildings division. He advised me to check microfilmed property 

cards by address for building permits. I didn't know these things even existed. 

It only took me an hour, and I found actual permits for ten or so properties. 

Most of the properties I'm looking at went up between 1900 and 1930, before 

building permits were issued, but I'm grateful for Dick's advice for those 

properties; it will save a one-to-two hour search of the assessment rolls for each 

address. 

After I got home at about 2 PM, I worked the rest of the day on 

architectural identification (the most interesting part of the study). I've got about 

30% of the homes identified now, and am surprised to find that there don't seem 
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used their abstracts to make a chronological list of the deed-holders, (also noting 

the mortgage holders, as they sometimes paid the taxes), and then followed 

them from year-to-year until that assessment jump took place. 

It's a very dirty place, and I was absolutely filthy when I emerge?, but 

much better-informed. The Mais' had guessed the original house was built about 

1865, and the abstracts led me to believe the same. I think they were right. The 

assessed value almost doubled then, shortly after the property changed hands, 

from $250 to $425! 

Thursday, 12 Au&ust: A computer day. My laser printer is finally 

repaired, and it even worked on my first attempt. 

I forgot to mention on Monday that I had a tour with Dorothy Ashley at 

Humphrey House which netted a few pieces of information, like a daughter that 

apparently lived here in Kalamazoo. A quick trip to the WMU archives in the 

afternoon confirmed this. I will try to look more closely later if time permits. 

Friday. 13 Au&Ust: Depressing news. My husband, Terry was "ETA'd" at 

Upjohn yesterday. In other words, his department was eliminated, and 

everyone is now without a job. He was notified just before the end of the day 

that he'd be on the payroll for ninety days while he job-hunts, and will receive 

separation pay commensurate to his experience and years of service with the 

company. Needless to say, it was impossible to concentrate on my SIP, so I 
didn't try. 

Monday, 16 August: Terry is working with an out-placement firm in 

Grand Rapids, where they will prepare him for the job hunt to come. So many 

questions: about how he'll focus his search and where, and a battery of tests, 

including one for me. His morale seems up, and I'm doing my best to support 

him. I have an appointment with his counselor Wednesday to help me get 

through this too. 



16
 

( 

Although it's difficult to concentrate, I have much inputting to do on the 

computer. So I think I'll lay low for a couple days and work at getting the data 

sheets formatted and the information entered for each property studied. 

The guidebook and other information that I requested from the Nat,ional 

Register over six weeks ago has finally arrived, and will guide me in formatting 

the research I've completed, so that the consultant, (who is not yet hired, by the 

way) will be able to use it easily. 

Tuesday, 17 August: Terry says he still wants me to participate in the 

Chesterwood project, so for the first time today, I've paid attention to that. My 

driving route has been mapped, and I contacted the Red Lion Inn in Stockbridge, 

(the participants are staying there) for information on how to find them once I 

reach the area. 

The balance of the day was spent formatting data sheets. 

Wednesday, 18 August: I visited Terry's out-placement counselor in the 

morning, and it was a good meeting. 

In the afternoon, I went to the neighborhood to sight-check building 

materials on a number of the properties. I was sure that in some cases, the 

original materials for roof and exterior walls indicated on the assessor's cards 

were not the same as the materials now visually evident. Indeed, I discovered 

that in a number of cases, wood shingles have been replaced with asphalt, and 

wood siding with aluminum and vinyl. It's important to know what's there 

now, so that any changes from the original any can be noted. 

Friday, August 20: Both Thursday and Friday were computer days. 

Now, most physical and records research is complete, and I spent those two days 

getting the rest of the information into the computer and formatting. (Boring, 

but necessary!) In addition, I got my hair cut, visited the library for Books on 

Tape to listen to in the car on the trip, and packed my bags for Chesterwood. 

leave tomorrow morning! I am packing my mini-cassette recorder to I can keep 

I 
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a journal of the work-study project, which will be added to my SIP in some 

fashion when I return. 

Sunday, 22 August: I arrived in Stockbridge about 2 PM this afterno?n. It 

was a long trip, but the final two hours in the mountains were well worth it. I've 

not been here for over 20 years, and now I remember why the idea of coming 

back was so attractive to me! 
After checking into the Red Lion Inn, I got back into the car to familiarize 

myself with the area, including checking the route to Chesterwood and back. By 

the time I got there, it was closing time. I returned to the hotel, but only after a 

look at the new Norman Rockwell Museum, which was designed by Robert 

A.M. Stern. I was surprised to see how small the building looked as I 

approached, and was then amazed by how large it really was after having a 

chance to walk around it. (They were closed too, but the grounds were open.) 

The building is primarily wood, and is has a subdued post-modern look to it. It 

also has this great large stone foundation, and is set partially into the side of a 

small hill. In the back, there is a large terrace of several hundred square feet 

which faces south and can be accessed either from the grounds outside, or the 

main gallery or gift shop from inside the building. The setting is exquisite, with a 

breath-taking view to the east, toward a large mansion across the valley. 

When I returned to the hotel, I had a note from the project coordinator, 

Aric Johnson, with instructions to meet he and the other participants in the lobby 

at 6 PM for dinner and introductions. 

My accommodations are modest and lacking a few creature comforts to 

which I am rather sensitive as a former innkeeper. No radio or T.V. I would 

have no preference, just one or the other, please! And, you guessed it--the 

bathroom is down the hall. Not convenient, but I'll work it out. 

Before dinner, I finished reading the abstracts and papers that the 

Chesterwood people sent to me to prepare, several of which deal specifically 

with restoration of stone and bronze sculpture. At 6 PM, I met the group. There 

were only five of us. Apparently the other seven of the original twelve accepted 
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for the project had been accepted as a group, and then had canceled out as a 

group. This is lovely for us, of course, but leaves the Chesterwood people a bit 

short-handed. They assured us that they had no expectations about the quantity 

of work to be accomplished, but were far more concerned with the quality ?f the 

work and education. 

The group is entirely female and corne from all points: upstate New York; 

Portland, Oregon; St Louis; and New York City. We seem to be united by a 

common interest in art, history and preservation. My conservation partner, 

Sabina, is a member of a family that owns a small business that produces slides 

for art history courses, and she has traveled all over the world with her father, 

the primary photographer for the business. She really knows her stuff, 

especially provenance! I'm looking forward to spending the week with her. 

We left the Inn and went directly to Chesterwood, where we had cocktails 

on the patio. The setting is spectacular, similar to that at the Rockwell Museum, 

except that the house faces south. Chesterwood is made up of five major parts: 

the house; the studio; the barn gallery; the garage, (now gift shop and rest 

rooms) and the grounds. There are also extensive hiking trails, structured for 

both the casual walker and the avid climber. It's a wonderful place. 

Monday, 23 Au&ust: Guess who was late for breakfast? The crows 

outside the 1nn woke me up at 5 AM, so I put my earplugs in so I could go back 

to sleep. The alarm clock provided in the room is so quiet that I couldn't hear it 

when it went off at 6:301 

We started off the morning with a quick overview of the property and its 

development into a museum, as well as the issues that would be addressed 

throughout the week as we worked and were lectured to and made our field 

trips. 

What about Chesterwood? Daniel Chester French was born in 1850, and 

produced most of his sculpture between the end of the Civil War and 1920. 

During that time he collaborated with a number of other artists in the "City 
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Beautiful" movement, providing sculptural elements for the Beaux Arts style 

public buildings that were being built at the time. 

French was not a child prodigy, but was sculpting at nineteen years old 

and sold his first piece about that same time. His Minuteman was comrnis~ioned 

in 1875, when he was 23. He was paid $1000. 

French reached his height of popularity in the twenty or so years before 

his death, and his best-known work was created then: the earlier mentioned 

seated Abraham Lincoln. 

Like many artists, French too had made the trip to Italy to study, and his 

resulting sculpture shows a neoclassical influence. After his return to the U.s., 
French worked on a number of public commissions for the next twenty to thirty 

years, including The Four Continents, which still reside in front of the u.s. 
Customs House in New York City. Another body of works for which he is well 

known are his memorials, often in the form of bas relief or steles with bas relief. 

French was a great iconographist, and included traditional symbols in his works: 

peacocks, cornucopias, winged globes and the like. 

Chesterwood became French's summer horne and was named after 

another family property where he had spent much of his childhood. Each June, 

with his wife and daughter, he would move from New York for a summer of 

creative work in what he called "Paradise." He summered there until his death at 

Chesterwood in 1931. After his wife's death, the property was inherited by his 

daughter, who deeded it over to the National Trust more than twenty years ago. 

(I have included in the Section #2 appendices an article from the 1993 

Marchi April issue of Historic Preservation, which further discusses French, his 

life, his work, and Chesterwood itself.) 

What else happened on Monday? (As if that wasn't enough!) We also 

covered safety issues with regard to our work there. Ladders, paints and 

chemicals, and their handling and care were all discussed. Barbara Roberts 

Weeks, the Collections Care Specialist, assured us that we'd be working only 

with very mild detergents in our sculpture conservation work. 
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We were also introduced to the Contemporary Sculpture Exhibit at 

Chesterwood. Every summer for the past 13 years, they have named guest 

curators, who have invited sculptors of contemporary works to exhibit there. 

The show this year has twenty-six pieces, and we were encouraged to tak~ time 

throughout the week to see them all. We were also told about the many issues 

which face a museum when mounting an exhibit, especially one that is out-of

doors, like transportation, diplomacy with the artist, siting, security, 

maintenance, and viewing conditions. 

Still another issue we covered was the incredibly long-range planning that 

must take place with a property such as this. We heard the term "Ready, Aim, 

Fire" several times, and were told that the emphasis was always very heavily 

placed on the "Aim" part of the term. Every decision at Chesterwood requires it; 

be it climate control of the archives, or how to strip the old paint from the 

chauffeur'S cottage. They must aim well, because they must be as sure as 

possible that when they fire, they don't "shoot" the museum or something in its 

collection, The question is always asked: will this accomplish our goal without 

shortening the life of the object unnaturally? How can we counter-act that 

shortening, or perhaps increase the object's life? Chesterwood is a seasonal 

museum. The buildings, except the barn storage, are not climate-controlled, and 

so the Chesterwood folks are constantly aiming at containing damage by 

something as simple as exposure to our atmosphere. Outdoors, their pieces are 

subject to both acid rain and acid snow. Regular maintenance and cleaning has 

proven to lengthen the life of almost everything out-of-doors at Chesterwood, 
while doing minimal or no damage. 

Some sculpture here has been reproduced in several copies, because the 

original was failing fast, and they did not want to risk leaving it exposed any 

further. In that case, the piece on display is marked as such, and it is noted that 

the original can be viewed by special arrangement. 

We were then introduced to the pieces that we would work on. There are 

a pair or large marble vases, (4.5 feet tall) that were a gift to French by Henry 

Bacon and the two Italian brothers in New York who executed much of the 
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marble carving for French's work. The vases rest upon marble bases, which are 

in tum set on concrete piers sunk three feet into the earth. When French found 

that the men planned to present him with the vases, he was very concerned with 

their placement, wanting it to be just right. He produced mock-ups, and ~alked 

them around the grounds for several weeks before he decided on just the right 

place: either side of the front door. That is where they remain, weighing in at 

about a ton apiece. 
Then, there is the Sleepinl; Infant Faun, sometimes referred to as "the 

baby" or "the faun." This is a concrete reproduction of the marble original, which 

is now in bam storage. 

We started working on first vase today. They look like giant champagne 

buckets, ornate and beautifully proportioned. Weare using a very mild 

detergent, originally created for textile conservation, called Orvis Paste. One 

tablespoon is dissolved in a gallon of distilled water, and contains a base 

component which helps to neutralize the effects of acid rain and snow. It has 

been just one year since these vases were last cleaned and the difference at the 

end of the day was amazing. We completed about one half of the first vase 

today, using small natural bristle wood brushes, toothpicks, toothbrushes and Q

Tips. The work is very slow and painstaking: (we brush, rinse, and blot each 

area with clean, soft cloths), but the results are wonderful. It·s great that we had 

something on which to work that would show the effects of our efforts almost 

immediately. We worked until 5 PM, with a couple of coffee breaks and lunch at 

12:30. 

We found out when Arthur Dutil, (our Chesterwood supervisor for the 

project) took us back to the Inn, that we had a full week ahead. Our schedule 

will be augmented by trips to the Rockwell Museum, Naurnkeag, an evening at 

Tanglewood, (summer home of the Boston Symphony) a trip to Peebles Island, 

the state historic conservation laboratory, and lectures. 

Tuesday, 24 AUl;ust: We had a lecture on paint analysis this morning. 

Morgan Phillips, an independent analyst with extensive experience, told us more 
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than we could ever remember. In fact, Phillips himself referred to the field as a 

"quagmire." 
He laid out the principal types of historic paint and their chemical 

analyses, and then explained how analysis works, what equipment is use~, and 

how he is striving to reproduce the look of old paint, while using longer-lasting, 

less sensitive ingredients in his restorations. 
In the afternoon, Sabina and I nearly finished the first vase. Tomorrow 

we will finish it and decide where to go next: either to the other vase or to the 

Sleeping Infant Faun. 
I'm also beginning to ask myself why I didn't spend my entire summer 

here, rather than in the basement of city hall in Kalamazoo. 

Wednesday, 25 August: It's about 7 PM Wednesday evening, and we 

have just returned to the Inn after a very full day. We spent almost all day 

working on our sculpture, finished the first vase, and began work on the 

Sleeping Infant Faun. This is not a French sculpture, but was a gift from a family 

friend to French's daughter Margaret. It is about two and a half feet long, and 

lies on a pedestal, while a little rabbit nibbles at his ear. The poor little fellow was 

in miserable condition, covered with the same green stuff that grows in every 

woods where it's dark and moist. We were again immediately rewarded as he 

began to come clean and his sweet facial details were revealed. This piece, as I 

believed I may have mentioned before, is a reproduction of the original, which is 

in bam storage. 

We broke up the afternoon by taking a docent's tour of Chesterwood, 

which Arthur, our supervisor, and Paul Ivory, Chesterwood's Director had 

encouraged us to fit in sometime during the week. 

We finished work at 3 PM, and had a tour of the barn storage area. 

Barbara Roberts Weeks conducted the tour, and we were able to enjoy an 

experience usually afforded only to a few. Because French's daughter had kept 

the property in the family, and because she worked diligently at recovering 

many of her father's works after his death, we saw original sculpture, maquettes 
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and plaster molds for a large part of French's work. We signed in, put on our 

gloves and looked to our heart's desire. As I mentioned before, this is the only 

area of the museum that is climate-controlled on a year-round basis. The rest of 

the property is completely closed for the winter, with the exception of the r:art of 

the resid ence that is used for administrative offices. 

Barn storage also houses all of French's collection of works by other 

artists, including what I immediately identified as a 13th or 14th century Italian 

altarpiece, which in fact, had just been returned from the Fogg Museum, where it 

was restored. Barbara is a former professor of art history at Harvard, and has 

consulted with the Fogg on many of the pieces in her care at Chesterwood. 

Wait, there's still more. After leaving Chesterwood about 4:15, we paid a 

visit to Naumkeag, a so-called "Berkshire Cottage." Naumkeag was the summer 

home of New York attorney Joseph Choate, who represented a very wealthy 

clientele; people such as Andrew Carnegie. 

Naumkeag was built in the 1880's and was one of the first homes in the 

area with indoor plumbing. The architecture is called English Cottage, but I can 

assure you that this is no cottage. The building has about 6,500 square feet; the 

dining room alone is 30 x 30. It is solid brick on the main floor, stucco on frame 

on the second story, and wood shingle on the third. The roof has hooded 

dormers, and there were of course, turrets. 

We also toured the grounds at Naumkeag. A Linden walk, a rose garden, 

a Japanese tea garden, a four-tiered fountain that covered almost two acres by 

itself, a maze, and much more. 

Arthur knows everyone in town, and of course knows the director at 

Naumkeag. We decided to go out on a limb and ask permission to return for a 

picnic Thursday evening. Not only was permission granted, the director told us 

how to sneak in the back way! We are all really looking forward to it. 

Thursday, 26 August: This afternoon, we went to Peebles Island, but 

before that, we worked for two hours and finished the Sleeping Infant Faun, and 
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then had a late-morning lecture from the Massachusetts representative from 

S.O.S.--Save Outdoor Sculpture. 
Valerie, our lecturer, happens to be a former summer intern at 

Chesterwood, and is now working for New York state, administerinl] this 

interesting new inventory. It is a cooperative venture between The Smithsonian 

and state governments, and its purpose is not only to inventory all significant 

outdoor sculpture, but also to identify those pieces most in need of conservation, 

and to make the responsible parties aware of that need. 

Valerie travels the entire state, setting up and training local committees 

for the inventory process. Where to find it, what does and does not meet the 

criteria, how to identify it, measure and describe it, and then how to complete 

the eight-page form required for each piece. The inventory is to be completed 

before the end of 1994, and the information will be entered into a database at the 

Smithsonian, so that someone can locate a piece by artist, location or name. She 

really got us fired up on the project, and we all vowed to go straight horne and 

volunteer. 

After a quick shower and change of clothes, we left at about noon for 

Peebles Island, eating our lunch along the way. Peebles is located outside 

Albany, (about an hour's drive from Stockbridge) on an actual island in the 

Hudson River, and was the former site of a shirt manufacturing company. The 

area preservationists saved the buildings from the wrecking baH, and the 

buildings and grounds are now owned by the State of New York, and all of the 

preservation and conservation laboratories, the staff historians, scientists, 

interpreters, technicians and archeologists are housed here together. 

We toured, among other things, a textile lab, a paper lab, a furniture lab, 

and decorative and fine arts labs. Almost all labs had people working as we 

toured, and it was fantastic to see this work in progress. We also visited the 

restoration center. They gave us an in-depth explanation of the current project: 

determining the frieze decoration on a house-museum that was acquired by the 

state some years ago. The technician pulled out sheaths of paper, old photos, 

original drawings (from the original owner of the horne who was an artist 
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himself), and paint analysis and x-rays, all of which she was using to document 

and reproduce the design. 
We visited the interpreter's office. Now there's a busy crew. They are 

constantly searching for new and better ideas to use when interpreting a very 

wide range of properties, ranging from Native American sites, to military 

barracks, to the house-museums of the type earlier described. 

Our last stop was in the archeological offices. One of the issues of the day 

there was how to leave undisturbed remains undisturbed. Why? Because in 

many cases, that is the very best form of preservation. They remain buried, 

unexposed to most of the things that can destroy them, like air pollution and acid 

rain. The archeologists were discussing a property that will be opened to the 

public next year, which includes a nature walk. The property staff was sure there 

were underground resources present, and so called in the archeologists to 

confirm this and help them plan their route around those spots. The security 

issue was raised as well. These types of digs are kept "top-secret" for the same 

reasons that many others are: vandalism and theft. 

Back in the room with a precious two hours to myself before the picnic at 

Naumkeag this evening. I find that one of the threads running through the local 

preservation community here is their willingness to cooperate with one another, 

and especially the professionals--the people at Chesterwood, The Rockwell, and 

Naumkeag. For example, Arthur tells us that if there is an emergency at one 

property, everyone available at the other properties drop their work and run to 

help. There is a tremendous spirit of cooperation. In that same vein, many of 

the docents at Chesterwood also work at the other properties. This gives them 

an opportunity to broaden their knowledge of the area and keep their 

presentations fresh. 

Arthur told us of the large-equipment cooperative formed by the local 

museums. Together, they own one front-end loader, one large set of 

scaffolding, and one tractor for all--they schedule use of the equipment ahead 

and it moves from one location to the next as required. They also share 
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expertise and manpower when a major project is taken on, and there are no 

invoices for labor ever exchanged, 
All properties have formulated cooperative disaster plans as well, and 

they are in radio contact with one another at all times. Arthur, (who is ~y the 

way, not only a peach of a fellow, but has us all convinced that he's an absolute 

wizard) has done extensive disaster planning for Chesterwood, and spends a 

significant amount of time lecturing to other, similar properties nationwide 

about preparing their own plans. 

Each department at Chesterwood had been required to prioritize their 

resources with colored, glow-in-the-dark labels. If, in the event of a disaster, 

there is time to save anything, the stuff with red dots comes out first, then the 

green dots, and so on. It's certainly not rocket-science, but there is every 

evidence that it's a workable plan, and has proven itself to be reliable in other 

situations. 

This evening, we had our picnic at Naumkeag, and I'll remember it 

forever. It has been a very busy week so far, and we were all looking forward 

to it. We bought a couple roasted chickens, a couple bottles of wine, some bread, 

cheese, pate and fruit. Teresa had visited her Dad nearby the evening before and 

brought us fresh tomatoes. We hiked the 10 or so blocks and entered the back 

way, through the village cemetery! Up the hill, and we were there. We turned 

around to spread our blanket, and a beautiful Berkshire village and its 

surrounding valley opened up in front of us. We looked, talked, ate and drank 

until well after dark, which forced us to use our flashlights to clean up. (We had 

teased Arthur earlier about those flashlights, They were on our list of things to 

pack and bring along, and we all commented that we felt like we were going to 

summer camp.) We returned to the Inn under a very bright moon: full, a little 

tipsy, and still amazed by all the beauty we saw around us. 

Friday. 27 August: This morning, Sabina and I got started on vase 

number two. It's proving to be a bit more difficult than number one, probably 

because it's in a slightly more damp location and tends to hold water longer. I 
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always knew marble was porous, but never understood to what extent! The 

grass had grown so far up the pedestal and that it really acted to keep the 

moisture from evaporating, so it was very green. In addihon, the vases are on 

the north side of the house and as so, get no more than a bit of very> early 

morning sunshine. 

We worked again with our usual tools. We stopped at about 10 AM for a 

private "conservator's tour" of the museum. Just Sabina, myself and Barbara. 

We began in the bam gallery and looked at French's daughter's sculpture. 

She was apparently a sculptor of some success and a number of her busts, both 

bronze and marble are on display in the loft of the barn. The main floor holds 

copies, maquettes and a few original works by French. As we toured, Barbara 

took care to discuss each piece with us and to specifically call out problems if they 

existed, as well as any mitigation measures taken. For example, the original 

maquettes for the Four Continents are on display there, and while they are 

covered with Plexiglas, the staff noticed that they were "walking" underneath 

their covers, and bumping into the Plexiglas around the base. This problem was 

solved by placing non-slip pads underneath. But before that could be done, they 

had to have an analysis of the pads to be sure that it would not act negatively on 

the material of the maquette. And this is the kind of thing she deals with on a 

daily basis! 

Also located on the main floor in a small side gallery is a wonderful 

display which describes the design process and implementation of one of 

French's sculptures. The different phases are clearly explained: maquette, 

working model and use of a "pointer" to execute both larger models and the final 

pIece. 

We made our way from the bam gallery to the studio, and as we walked, 

we discussed the display of reproductions versus original. Reprod uctions are 

used in many cases at Chesterwood, primarily because of the lack of climate 

control and therefore potential damage to the original. Barbara is a zealot when 

it comes to this. (Sabina and I both got the feeling that she'd reproduce 



28
 

everything on the grounds and tuck it away for safekeeping if she had the 

means.) She's very protective of her collection at Chesterwood. 

At the studio, Barbara talked to us about how they protect the resources 

there in the "off" season: which pieces are merely covered, and which are ';loved 

to barn storage. Andromeda is on display in the studio, (and can be seen in the 

Chesterwood article in the appendices). Andromeda only gets a blanket in the 

winter, as she's too big to move. In the spring, Arthur and his crew spend more 

than a month "opening" this building, so that Andromeda and her friends, 

including a large working model of the seated Lincoln, are not damaged. Arthur 

had joined us by now, looking to gather us all up for lunch, but he did spend a 

few minutes telling us about the springtime perma-frost on the sculpture, and 

how careful they must be not to expose it to too much warm air too quickly. 

Barbara continued for just a bit before lunch so she could tell us 

specifically about the pieces in the studio: which were in need of conservation 

and why; which were on the docket, and which had had work done, including 

how it was performed. The morning felt like a college course in itself! 

After lunch, we worked again on vase number two. I took a short break 

at 2:30 and took a half-hour climb to the top of our little mountain. I'd picked the 

wrong day. It was very warm and the humidity was up, but the view from the 

top over toward Monument Mountain was worth the effort. 

We worked diligently until 4 PM and finished three-quarters of the vase. 

On the way back to the Inn, we stopped at the Norman Rockwell Museum for a 

tour. Opened only this year, this facility cost 4.4 million dollars and also enjoys a 

gorgeous view. 

There are probably twenty full-time staff there, and their functions were 

well-designed into the building too, from the circular information desk to the 

ticket booth to the well-hidden, but easily accessed freight doors at the rear of 

the lower level. This building is clearly a Stern creation. It makes a great effort 

to fit in to its surroundings, and yet says to the observer: "Look at me, I'm part 

of the greater whole, but I'm newer--a bit different." 
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Included in the museum's holdings are not only many originals, but lots 

of well-displayed preparatory studies. This museum also appears to have done 

its homework when it comes to interpretation. I came out with a clear 

understanding of how Rockwell worked and the many stages each ,piece 

followed from beginning to end. Rockwell's original studio was also moved to 

this location from its original site in downtown Stockbridge. 

We returned to the Inn for a one-hour break, and then Arthur picked us 

up for our Tanglewood evening. Tanglewood is the summer home of the 

Boston Symphony, and during the Prelude, (a.k.a. the dinner hour) thousands of 

people have supper on the lawn outside "The Shed" as it is fondly called by the 

regulars. 

I'm running out of descriptors here. We saw everything from the 

simplest picnic dinner to couples with tables, chairs, and full dinner service 

including candelabra and wait staff. I understand there is even a complete 

cookbook dedicated to Tanglewood picnic dinners and diners. 

Afterward, we moved into the Shed and listened to a Tchaikovsky and 

Strauss program. Sabina was delighted, because she lived in Germany with her 

parents for eight years as a child, and had been raised on these composers. After 

the concert, we returned to our blanket, lit our citronella candles and waited out 

the rush of cars leaving the place. We were finally asked to leave by the security 

people at about 10:45 PM! 

Saturday, 28 Au&Usl: It's the end of the day, our last day of work, and 

we're all looking forward to our graduation dinner later this evening. Sabina 

and I were able to finish cleaning our second vase, and left with a sense of 

satisfaction. 

Before we left the museum at the end of the day, we had a unique 

opportunity to see Arthur Dutil's Chesterwood disaster plan in action. At 1:30, 

Arthur stopped by our worksite to inform us that he'd been on the radio with 

one of the other properties who had reported severe thunderstorms coming our 

way. He warned us that they come on very quickly, and that we should 
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formulate our own little disaster plan, should we find ourselves in an instant 

thunderstorm. Well-trained by now, Sabina and I did a fast needs analysis and 

retreat plan. The storm came and it worked. The sun was shining one moment, 

and we were soaked the next. 

It lasted over an hour and we observed most of it from the kitchen porch 

on the east side of the house, after we had stashed our work materials in a dry 

place. It was severe. Lightning was striking close and frequently. There was 

damage to the museum property during the first half-hour when a tree was 

struck by lightning and landed on an out-building. Arthur, (who could be seen 

frequently running between buildings and keeping the driveway drainage 

ditches open) was on top of the situation immediately. 

Coincidentally, the museum had scheduled a contemporary sculpture tour 

and lecture for that afternoon. All of the twenty-or-so participants had barely 

arrived when the storm hit. They were immediately shepherded into the side 

gallery at the barn gallery, already deemed to be the safest location for a group 

under those circumstances. The guest curators began their lecture there, and the 

tour was resumed after the storm was over. We were amazed as how orderly 

the entire disaster-management process was, given the violent circumstances. 

After the storm, returned to our vase and finished by 4 PM. After that, 

Arthur, who had already crossed the street to his house and showered, picked all 

five of us up in a little golf cart and took us for our own, private tour of the 

contemporary sculpture exhibit. He talked a bit more about the details of 

mounting such an exhibit, but mostly we talked about what we liked and didn't 

like, and why. While we were there, two couples approached a piece that we 

were "critiquing" and in conversation, told us that they had just bought it. It was 

very whimsical and I had liked it a lot, which I told them. After having spent 

several thousand dollars, I think they were pleased to hear this. A fun end to still 

another packed day. 

The graduation dinner was fun. Paul Ivory and Arthur both applauded 

our efforts. The paint crew had finished three sides of the chauffeur's house. 

This was an incredible accomplishment for them, especially given the limited 
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amount of time we all actually worked, and with a smaller crew than originally 

anticipated. We presented Paul with a six-pack of Samuel Adams, his favorite 

beer; and for Arthur and his wife, Chris, we had a gift certificate for a restaurant 

in the next village that we had heard good things about. We were all tired 

and very pleased with ourselves. We ate and drank again together for the last 

time, and then said goodnight. I was a bit sad to have it end, the experience has 

so enriched me. Tomorrow morning I hit the road at 7 AM. 

Tuesday, 31 August: I'm home. The work-study was fantastic, the 

Berkshires were fantastic, and the fourteen hour drive back was too long. I 

spent Monday getting laundry done and catching up on mail and reading that 

had accumulated in my absence. Today, it's back to work. The property data 

sheets are now complete with the exception of entering the architectural style of 

each structure and any additional comments. I'll finish identification today. 

Comments will have to wait until I've finished accumulating brief biographical 

information on residents. Then I'll start the paper which will accompany all of 

this. I also have what seems like hours of taped notes to transcribe from the 

Chesterwood project. It seems I'll be extremely busy until school starts! 

One other thing. John Steele, former Kalamazoo College graduate is 

currently employed at the DIA. Billie gave me his SIP to read earlier this 

summer. It turns out that he is a family friend of our neighbors, Barbara and 

John Rank. John Steele's name came up in conversation, and the result was that 

the Ranks were able to give me his telephone numbers for both home and work. 

After the week at Chesterwood, I'm tempted to give him a call and see if he'd be 

willing to spend an hour or two with me if I made the drive over to Detroit. I'll 

wait a bit to make my decision--l want to see how much I get accomplished in 

this next week. 

Wednesday, Thursday & Friday,!. 2 & 3 September: All day, each of 

three days, I read obituaries for brief biographical information on residents of 

homes in my study. Found some pretty interesting stuff! 
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Monday, 6 September: I spent most of the day today completing first half 

of the property data sheets. 

Tuesday, 7 September: I finished second half of property data sheets, 

they'll next need editing. Tomorrow, I have a meeting scheduled with Lynn 

Houghton. I'll be off Thursday, the 9th through Sunday, the thirteenth. We 

have visitors coming and a trip to Chicago to make! 

When I return, the Chesterwood part of this journal still needs to be 

transcribed and the paper written, copies of photos made, and then everything 

needs to be ASSEMBLED! 

Wednesday, 8 September: I spent the morning locating a map that was 

made approximately the same time as the neighborhood was developed for 

inclusion in my SIP. I finally decided on a 1928 plat map. However, copies had 

to be made in sections, so once again, it took a bit longer than I had planned. 

After lunch, I met with Lynn. She helped me identify the architectural styles for 

three houses that I had been stumped by, and we discussed the proposals that 

had finally come in from the consultants who will finish the research I've begun 

this summer and write the narrative for the nomination to the National Register. 

Tuesday, 14 September: Well, now I write, starting today! 

Wednesday, 15 September: Write, write, write, and trip to the library. 

Thursday, 17 September: I needed a change of pace, so I spent most of 

the day editing and printing the city directory information sheets for each 

property. Then I made a trip to Kinko's to drop off photographs for 

reproduction, and to the "K" bookstore for my SIP folder and labels (before 

orientation starts next week and things get crazy in there.) 
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Friday, 17 September: This morning I write. This afternoon an 

appointment with Terry's out placement firm in Grand Rapids. Tomorrow I 

write. 

Saturday, 18 September: It's 3:30 and I've been writing most of the day. 

Another two or three pages to go tomorrow. Then, transcribe the Chesterwood 

part of the journal, assembly and finally editing. 

Sunday, 19 September: Writing is done. Transcribing next. 

Monday, 20 September: Transcribing almost done. Editing and assembly 

next. Can I get this done in time to still call John Steele before the end of the 

week? 

Thursday, 21 September: Today I begin editing and assembly. This is the 

last entry. Whew! 
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The Study. 

What should the district be named? 
There were always two ideas that surfaced when I tried to decide what I 

would propose for this new district. The first is 'The Henderson Park-College 

Historic District." The words "Henderson Park" are historically important 

because a large part of this new proposed district is Henderson Park. The 

hyphen and word College were added to further describe the larger district and 

to reflect the influence that K-College has had on the shaping of the 

neighborhood. I believe this is a historically accurate name, but it may not be as 

easily recognized as the second proposal, "The West Main Hill Historic District." 

This is simpler and is the name by which the area is popularly known today, but 

it may lack the historic accuracy of the first proposal. Both meet the suggestions 

made in the National Register guidelines for naming districts. 

Descri ption of the proposed district. 

Beginning at Thompson and Grand Avenues, proceed west along W. Main 

to Prairie St., then southerly to Prairie Place and easterly, including the two 

homes on Prairie Place), back at Prairie, continue southerly from Prairie Place to 

Grove St. and then westerly again to 1626 Grove, at the city limits. Cross Grove 

to the south and begin again at 1623 Grove and continue easterly to intersection 

of Grove, Prairie and Grand, Turn the corner, and proceed south-westerly to 

1630 Grand, on the right. Proceed southerly to Woodside (south of intersection 

at Academy and Woodside), and begin again at 308 Woodside. Proceed 

southerly, and include properties at 1709 Greenlawn and 315 Woodside. Proceed 

then easterly from intersection of Woodside and Peake to 1625 W. South. From 

that point, proceeding east, include property at 1604 W. South. Proceed 

southerly at the intersection at W. South and Burrows, and include 305, 315 and 

320 Burrows. Returning to intersection at W. South and Burrows, proceed east 

to Sprague St., turn south, and include 304 and 315 Sprague. Return to 
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intersection at W. South and Sprague and proceed east to Monroe, turn south 

and proceed to W. Lovell. Proceed east on W. Lovell and include properties at 

1338, 1328, 1316 and 1308 W. Lovell. Return to intersection of Monroe and W. 

Lovell, and now proceed north to Academy. Turn and proceed eas,terly, 

including properties at 1327, 1324, 1224, 1220 Academy, and Humphrey House at 

corner of Academy and Acker Lane. Continue east to Catherine, and include 

properties at 116 and 114 Catherine. Proceed north to W. Main, turn west and 

proceed to Thompson Street. The proposed district would encompass all 

residential buildings and other landscaped sites and structures except those used 

fDr KalamazoD College classrooms and offices, unless otherwise specifically 

called out in this descriptiDn. 

Some of the properties within this proposed district are currently included 

in another, earlier named district: the Stuart Area-HendersDn Park District. The 

forthcoming nomination will attempt to create a new district that bDth 

incorpDrates the Henderson Park properties of the earlier-named district and the 

Dthers within the boundaries specified above, 175 in all. 

What was studied for this SIP? 

Residential properties on the following streets, which comprise about 50% 

of the total in the proposed nomination, including all or part of the following 

streets: Academy, Bulkley, Burrows, Catherine, Greenlawn, W. Lovell, Monroe, 

W. South, Sprague and Woodside. In this review, not all properties on specific 

streets were covered because earlier researchers have already assembled 

information on them, hence, the omission of several properties on ThDmpson 
and Monroe. 

Henderson Park area was Kalamazoo's first "landscaped" development. 

Streets were cut to follow the contour of land, rather than strictly north-south 

and east-west. In addition tD the homes, Henderson Park also had planned 

parks or recreation areas. The areas immediately surrounding the Driginal 

development seem to have followed this ideal as well. There are only one Dr 

two points within the proposed boundaries Df the larger project from which one 
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must walk more than three blocks to come across one of these parks. This fact 

makes it unique even today--there are no other neighborhoods in the city that 

were developed utilizing this ideal before Henderson Park. More important, all 

appears to remain as it was originally laid out. The parks in this are.a will 

therefore be an important component in the final nomination, and are described 

as follows: 
Grand Park is a triangle-shaped piece of land, and is bordered on the 

north side by West Main, on the south by Grand Avenue and on the west by 

Monroe. This park has always been thought of as the formal entrance to the 

Henderson Park area, and may have even had a gate that stood at the east end, 

where West Main Street and Grand Avenue intersect. 

Henderson Park is another pie-shaped piece of land, bordered by 

Prospect St. on the north, Grand Avenue on the south, and a cut-through that 

runs north and south between these on the west. It sits below, to the southwest 

of the original Henderson Castle property. This park is has been the long-time 

site of the annual Neighborhood-USTA Championship Picnic, a potluck of giant 

proportions. The neighborhood, with financial support from Kalamazoo 

College, hosts tennis players and their families during the annual National Boys 

and Juniors USTA Tennis Championship each August. This tournament has been 

held in Kalamazoo for over 60 years at Stowe Tennis Stadium at Kalamazoo 

College. 

The Henderson Tot Lot was noted on a 1928 plat map as a recreation 

court, and is nestled in-between houses which face Grand Avenue to the north, 

and Henderson and Academy to the south. It is accessed by Henderson Ct., 

which bisects the backyards of these properties, running in a south-easterly to 

north-westerly fashion. This park continues to be used daily by neighborhood 

children, and is the scene of several annual neighborhood events. 

Jones Park is bordered on the north by Academy, the east by Valley St., 

the south by Peake, (formerly Glenn Rd.) and the west by Woodside. It was 

undoubtedly named after William Jones, whose house overlooked it from the 

south (now 315 Woodside). The properties on Valley, 1625 W. South, and 308 
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Woodside also have beautiful views of this partially wooded park. Jones Park 

also hops across Peake at the SE corner and forms another small triangle near 

what has now become the back entrance to Angel Field. 

To prove the earlier thesis that the surrounding areas were dev~loped 

using the combined residential I recreational ideal, it should be noted that just 

west of Jones park, lies another park. Rectangular in shape, it is about two 

blocks in length and one block wide. In addition, if you proceed east on Lovell 

Street just behind the campus at Kalamazoo College, you find still another park, 

on the right, just before the intersection at Michigan Avenue. 

Why study this area? 

The reasons are threefold. 

First, this area was primarily developed between 1900 and 1930, and is 

both unique in its design and remains virtually untouched in terms of landscape 

changes. 

Second, the residences here are well-preserved and clearly demonstrate 

middle and upper-middle class choices and the popularity of specific architectural 

designs in the Middle West. 

Third, this area has remained economically stable throughout its ninety

year life. Unlike many historic districts, local, state and federal, it has not "died" 

or suffered from urban blight, only to be restored to life again through the 

monumental efforts of property owners, governments and developers. 

How was the study conducted? 

Boundaries were determined. Looking at the boundaries that are used 

presently by the neighborhood association, it was clear that not all the resources 

in this large area could be studied. Not all properties were within city 

boundaries, and the commission's responsibility reaches only that far. In 

addition, there are properties that are both within the neighborhood and city 

boundaries that are not reviewed here, including those remaining on Greenlawn 

and several blocks directly south of Lovell, roughly from Burrows Road and east 
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to Michigan Avenue. Inclusion of these properties would have increased the size 

of the project by roughly forty percent, which was too large for our limited 

financial resources. In proposing the boundaries for the nomination, I tried to 

assemble the oldest buildings and sites at the core, and then squeez.ed in 

properties on the perimeter which I felt were significant enough to be 

recognized now. 

An inventory was prepared. Once the boundaries were set, it was 

necessary to do a complete survey of the resources that exist within, of which 

there are five types. For my purposes, they could be limited to two: buildings 

and sites. Under "Building" in National Register Bulletin 16A, (p. 15) fall the sub

categories of houses, barns, churches, hotels and other constructions that are 

"created principally to shelter any form of human activity." Sites included in the 

survey are the parks mentioned earlier, and are determined to be significant 

because the locations possess "historic, cultural or archeological value" (National 

Register Bulletin 16A, p. 15.) 

This inventory was completed by walking the streets and avenues of the 

proposed district, and preparing a list, along with simple diagrams of where each 

building and site were located. This list was entered into the computer and a 

printout created, and then was sight-checked once again for accuracy. 

Once the inventory for the proposed district was complete, I matched it 

up with a neighborhood membership list that I had retained in a computer 

database from my time there as a resident and member of the board of the 

neighborhood association. The membership list was trimmed to match the 

inventory I'd completed, and I ended up with an accurate list of addresses. 

Then, a decision had to be made about how many properties and sites 

would be attempted in this review. I had initially decided on those which had 

not been studied before, but they alone comprised over 80% of the total 175. 

originally settled on three streets: Thompson, Bulkley and Academy, and later 

added Henderson, Monroe, and several other shorter streets, and came up with 

a final total of 87 buildings. 

I 
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The street/address census was completed. After determining a total 

number of buildings for my review, I began several week's worth of research 

with city directories to begin to determine who lived in each house and when. 

This is crucial information for any nomination because it will eventually e.xpose 

the names of important residents of the neighborhood, as well as provide the 

preliminary information about when a house was built. It gives the researcher a 

starting place on which to base more in-depth research. Beginning with the 

most recent edition of the city directory, I checked back every five-to-ten years 

for the past twenty or thirty years, and then looked more frequently, the further 

back I went for each address, until the address no longer appeared. This method 

is not without its faults, including mis-printing of street numbers, but there are 

methods of double-checking if you must make an educated guess to fill that kind 

of a gap; like checking the directory by name instead. 

It is important to note that there were several different occasions on 

which street names and numbers were changed, and what each change 

specifically involved. 1. Prior to 1920, what is now Henderson St. was known as 

Grand Avenue South. 2. In 1925, many street numbers were changed when the 

city adopted the Philadelphia street numbering system. From a central point in 

the city, streets that ran N-S were numbered even on the east side and odd on 

the west. Streets that ran E-W were numbered even on the north side and odd 

on the south. 3. In some cases, street numbers on existing houses were changed 

as the number of houses on that street increased. 4. I believe that what is now 

known as Burrows Road was earlier an extension of Prospect St. This change 

also appears to have taken place in the middle 1920's. 

I took several photographs of each property that was to be incl uded. The 

National Register has strict rules about what type of film to be used and the 

angle of each photograph, the paper it is printed on, and so on. I did not attempt 

to adhere to these standards for my review, it would have been extremely 

expensive. In addition, Michigan summers are not the best time to photograph 

homes: the trees and shrubbery are in full bloom. However, it was necessary to 

have photographs, so I did the best job possible with those limitations. 
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Construction information was gathered. After the photographing was 

completed, I began assembling construction information on each property. The 

nomination must include this information for each building within the 

boundaries, and it can be found in two places: the City Assessor's Office, ~nd at 

the site itself. I opted for a combination of the two. Property cards were pulled 

for each house from the assessor's files, and then a sight-check was done if I had 

any doubts about the materials. For example, if the information card indicated 

the building had a slate roof, but my photograph did not confirm that, or raised 

a question, I visited the site with a pair of binoculars and drew my own 

conclusions. I discovered discrepancies on about 10-15% of the property cards, 

primarily because they cannot be updated annually. 

A second and extremely important piece of information was extracted for 

each building from the assessor's information card: the building's estimated 

construction date. This was one of four pieces of evidence that will eventually 

help to assist in establishing an actual estimated building date, (the other three 

pieces being the city directory information, the architectural style itself and the 

tax assessment information). 

Tax assessment rolls were reviewed. Given the information already 

found in the city directory and the assessor's information cards, tax assessment 

rolls were then reviewed for each property that did not have a building permit 

on file with an established building date. Permits were not issued in Kalamazoo 

for residential buildings until the late 1930's, and I was only able to locate permits 

for eight or ten buildings, but locating even those few saved a substantial 

amount of time. The tax assessment rolls for the period I was searching are on 

microfilm in the archives at City Hall. On the basis of the earlier information, I 

began searching by property owner two years before I guessed the property 

was built; then, each successive year was checked until a significant rise in the 

property value is seen. With luck, that year is the same as what earlier research 

indicates. The biggest pitfall in this phase of the research is the possibility that 

you will not have the correct property owner named. But there is medication for 

this malady in the form of deed copies that City Hall also keeps on file. They do 
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not have all deeds for every property, but they do have a fairly complete 

collection. In many cases, I was able to do a deed search to determine the 

correct property owner at a specific time if I could not find tax assessment 

information for the name with which I had begun the search. . 

There was a certain amount of luck involved in all of this. The biggest 

favorable factor was that almost all homes included in my review had been 

owner-occupied since they were built. I found it to be a real luxury that many 

researchers do not have, and felt fortunate, especially when doing research for a 

district. Many districts have a "jaded" past as rental property. 

If a property description was in question, (in a number of cases, one 

owner owned several lots) an old plat map was called into use to be sure I was 

following the correct parcel's history. 

Architectural styles were identified. While this entire process was 

educational, this part, though lengthy in itself, was the one I would have 

preferred to have spent even further time on. Using several books on 

architectural styles as my guides, I eventually pinned down a fairly accurate style 

for each building using the following criteria: building date, (if known) building 

materials, roof style and pitch, window style, dormer and porch placement and 

other, decorative features such as trim and brackets. Geography is also of a 

more general concern when doing a simple identification without benefit of 

location, but that was not a problem in this review. 

Brief biographical information was gathered. To write the narrative for 

the nomination, which is a large part of the process, it is necessary to know who 

these residents are and what they did with their lives. This information was 

garllered from two different sources: The Russ Coller Collection at the WMU 

Regional History Collection Archives, and Kalamazoo Gazette obituaries. 

When all the research noted above is complete and assembled for each 

property individually, and then into a larger, single document, the reader is 

provided with a simple history of the development of not only of a 

neighborhood, but of a significant sector of the greater community. 
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The Results. 

Who lived here? 

Early Bulkley Street male residents were clearly working-class people like 

bakers and machinists and pressmen. Later developments on Academy, 

Henderson, Monroe and other streets show an interesting mix of occupational 

backgrounds. In the twenties and early thirties, these streets provided many 

addresses for business founders and owners. 

Given what we know about white American cultural history, it is safe to 

assume that most of the wives were homemakers, although there are several 

woman ed ucators who are afforded their own listing in the city directory as 

something other than "widow of." Katherine Baxter, on Bulkley Street was 

Supervisor of Music for the Kalamazoo Public Schools. Esca Rogers, at 121 

Arbor was both a teacher and principal in the school system. 

This area clearly had many wealthy, professional people. For example, 

Floyd Johnson on Bulkley was a principal with Johnson & Howard Lumber 

Company. William Custer Hammond founded Hammond Machinery 

Company. Arthur Mulholland on Monroe Street was Kalamazoo's first big-time 

sign man. Herbert Humphrey, along with his father and brothers, founded 

several successful companies. And there are other, perhaps more familiar names 

scattered amongst the earliest residents like Upjohn, Eckrich, Penniman, Buckley 

and so on. Most of the companies founded by these family members still live 

today, although in some cases under another name. 

Although primarily a neighborhood of white people, many of who were 

professionals, the current neighborhood shows the same diversity that it had 

when it was new. Both then and now, the proposed district is a mix of 

professions and jobs, each with their corresponding economic levels. 

Some of the earliest company presidents or officers in the neighborhood 

were Louis Sutherland, of Sutherland Paper, and William Howard, of Howard & 
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Howard. Now there are Richard Klein, of First of America Bank and Francis 

Wazeter III, of International Research and Development. 

The area was then home to Kalamazoo's retailers and still is. Charles 

Mould had a successful automobile dealership; now Rodger Parczyk ~as the 

Heritage Company, and sells architectural salvage; while Patti and Herb Mais 

own and operate the Wild Goose Chase, selling decorating items and gifts. 

There were men of medicine and Rush McNair was one of several. Now 

there are men and women M.D.'s, like William Purdy, John Juozevicius and Lia 

Gaggino. The local clergy from both time periods is represented as well. 

Reverend Torrance Phelps lived on Burrows Road in 1929; Gary Dorrien 

currently resides as 121 Arbor. Educators have also lived here for many years, 

and that profession will be addressed in more detail later in this paper. 

Laborers are represented here too. Earnest Tuttle, who was one of the 

first homeowners on Bulkley Street, was a machinist at the Henderson-Ames 

Company. Andrew Lehman, who bought a house on Grand Avenue several 

years ago, is a house painter of considerable skill. 

As before, this area continues as home to a number of people who are 

involved in the local arts community. Earlier it was the Burdick twins, both of 

who played violin with the Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra. Now there is 

Stuart Dybeck, our resident author; David Posther and ZoIten Cohen, who are 

both photographers, and Jim Bridenstine, Director of the Kalamazoo Institute of 

Art. 

Were these people active and known in their community? 

It was not a surprise to see that there were civic-minded and active people 

living here when the neighborhood first developed--this seems to be another 

thread that connects its past to the present. Within the last twenty years, this 

neighborhood has been home to three city commissioners, a mayor, a vice

mayor and a host of others who serve on public committees and commissions in 

their free time. But more impressive is the extent to which this precedent was set 

by the early residents--it's a fairly extensive record. Here are a few examples: 



44
 

Arthur Mulholland served on the county board of supervisors and as road 

commissioner. He also served on the board at Borgess Hospital. Lorence 

Burdick served two terms as a city commissioner, two terms as board chair at 

The Red Cross and a stint as vice president of the Kalamazoo Civic Players., Cleo 

Fox served on the board of the Symphony; James Murray was the founder of 

the Kalamazoo Farm Club and Frederick Hodge was one of several trustees at 

Kalamazoo College who lived in the neighborhood, just off campus. 

Exciting things also happened in the neighborhood. Constance 

Humphrey shot part of her foot off, (what was she doing with the gun, 

anyway?). 

And there was scandal. In the 1920's, Ralph Garrison, a Bulkley SI. 

resident who had been separated from his wife, traveled to Chicago, (where his 

wife was living with another man) to win her back. Mr. Garrison apparently 

persuaded his wife to return to Kalamazoo with him. The "other man" offered to 

pour them all a farewell drink, but Mr. Garrison refused and waited while the 

other two had theirs. Both Mrs. Garrison and the "other man" immediately 

dropped dead. The poison was prussic acid. 

Why did they choose this location? 

Peter Scmitt, in his book Kalamazoo. Nineteenth Century Homes in a 

Midwestern Village refers to it as "natural site planning" (207.) It has also been 

called "the rural ideal." Henderson Park is Kalamazoo's first landscaped 

suburban development, and it makes up a substantial portion of the total 

properties included in this proposed nomination. This "rural ideal" is clearly one 

of the factors that made it attractive to potential homeowners. 

\ Frederick Law Olmsted's "Riverside" outside Chicago was designed using 

Ithis ideal in the 1860's and was one of the first of these types of developments 

,completed. Llewellyn Park, outside New York City, is another. 

I The basic design principle that characterized these suburban 

revelopments, including Henderson Park, was that the streets and avenues were 

cut following the contour of the land, rather than using the conventional grid 
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system. Another important feature was the inclusion of public places, or parks 

within the development. In at least one example outside Kalamazoo, homes 

were all built fronting a shared park area, while back yards were for the private 

enjoyment of the homeowner. . 

Henderson Park was developed with one man's money, but many other 

developments of this type were cooperative ventures between property owners 

who, as a group, purchased land and developed it for themselves. This was the 

case in Llewelyn Park, New York, (Handlin, 184). There were also a number 

created by religious groups, sometimes as summer residences only. Bay View, 

in Petoskey, Michigan, is a good example of these. 

Certainly, these odd-shaped lots could bring a higher price to the seller. 

But the philosophy behind Henderson Park and similar developments was 

simple and important. In his book The American Family Home. Clifford Clark 

Jr. discusses the idea and its explanation by an architect, Henry Hudson Holly. 

Holly, like many architects of his time, created plan books. Holly's Modern 

Dwellings refers to this ideal, ..... these planned neighborhood settings could be 

designed to uplift and inspire the homeowner by reaffirming the romantic ideals 

of the beautiful, the sublime, and the picturesque" (Clark, 74.) Holly goes on to 

say that in the past, developers have ignored the topography of the land, 

"subdividing the ground into rectangles" and as a result, they "lose the 

opportunity to create the sublime." By paying attention to the shape of the land, 

developers can take better advantage of "significant vistas and distant 

advantages" (Clark, 74.) 

These landscaped communities were places that even middle-class people 

could afford, because if the house was well sited, it need not be large and 

expensive to invoke this "sense of the sublime." This relationship of house to 

site, along with some trees and gardens, would create a suburban harmony in 

the lives and minds of the families who lived there. 

Mr. Holly was writing in the middle of the 19th century, and ideas such as 

his did not take long to arrive in Kalamazoo, where Frank Henderson decided 

that this was the way to use the old Taylor farm land. 
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Another, unmistakably important factor in the development and life of 

this neighborhood is the existence and growth of Kalamazoo College and 

Western Michigan University. It is located, almost as if by plan, between the 

main bodies of the two schools, and continues to be "home" to many educators 

and administrators from both institutions. Harold Blair, who lived at 1220 

Academy was a professor of math at WMU; Mr. Pennels on Burrows Road was 

also on the faculty there. Comad Hilberry lives on Grand Avenue and has just 

recently retired from the English department at Kalamazoo College. Walter 

Waring retired from "K" quite a few years ago and still lives on Momoe. Terry 
Williams, in the Theater department at WMU for a number of years, lives on 

Academy. The "academic" residents of this area have always lived an ideal that 

most of contemporary American society only dreams of: a wonderful place to 

live that is only blocks from their work. 

In addition, the existence of the physical campuses of both schools provide 

"buffer zones." Roughly, Western Michigan borders on the south, Kalamazoo 

College on the east. West Main Street and Mt. Horne Cemetery then complete 

the triangle-shaped boundary on the north. 

How long; did they stay. and what factors helped to determine that decision? 
This neighborhood has staying power. In several cases, people who grew 

up there are still there, and still in their family homes. George MacLeod lives in a 

horne that his family has occupied since the 1940's. It appears that Donald 

OToole's father built the house at 1521 Academy, and Donald OToole still lives 

there. Dan Ryan, former Kalamazoo Gazette editor who, until recently lived on 

Academy Street, must have spent lots of time in the neighborhood as a youth-

his mother's family had a home on Bulkley Street. 

It was also noted that in a number of cases, residents built a house, and 

later as their income or professional position changed with the passing years, 

they built or moved to other homes nearby, sometimes even in the same block! 

William Chamberlain built the apartment house at 1427-29 Henderson about 

1911, and he later moves down to the end of the street and up to 142 Monroe. 
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Marvin Schaberg resides at 121 Monroe for a period, then moves to 204 Monroe. 

Charles Bush first lives at 124 Bulkley, then builds a new house next door at 136. 

Kalamazoo College faculty have stayed too, either within the boundaries 

of the proposed nomination or very nearby. Many of them started their l!ves in 

Kalamazoo and in the neighborhood after a term in one of the college "Grove 

Houses" located on the northeast corner of Monroe and West Lovell Streets. 

Again, there are numerous examples: Philip Thomas; Gary Dorrien, Franklin 

Presler, Billie Fischer and Bob Stauffer. 

What were the popular architectural styles here during that period and in what 

variety were they implemented? 

One of the reasons I had always wanted to implement an architectural 

study of this neighborhood was this: I had been told for years that this area 

offered the largest variety of architectural styles anywhere in the city. \Vhile I 

believe there is substance for this argument when one looks at the larger area 

proposed, it did not prove true within the confines of my specific area of study. 

The Colonial Revival won the hearts of most when they chose a style for 

their house in this neighborhood. This style's most obvious characteristic is the 

importance it gives 10 its front door. It is most often placed centrally, and is 

usually crowned with a pediment, sometimes flush, but usually projecting, that is 

supported by columns. This entry is often further accentuated with a fanlight 

and sidelights. 

The other most obvious characteristic of this style is its sense of balance. 

All facades have it. Double-hung sash windows on the front are usually 

symmetrically placed and have multi-pane glazing in upper, or both upper and 

lower sashes. The roofs on these houses usually take one of three principal 

shapes, side-gabled, hipped or pyramidal. Hodge House, which belongs to 

Kalamazoo College and is located at 136 Thompson, is currently used as the 

president's home and is a text-book example of this style, with its wings that 

were later added to both north and south sides. 
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The Dutch Colonial Revival, a variant of the Colonial Revival, is the next 

most popular choice. The emphasis on the front door and the sense of balance 

remain. But only one roof line belongs to this cousin: the gambrel. This roof has 

two pitches to each side, instead of one. The first pitch falls to an end near,er the 

roof's ridge, the second drops from that point at a steeper rate, sometimes 

flaring slightly at its lower edge. This is the roof style that is most often seen on 

older farm buildings in the Middle West, especially the barns. 

This neighborhood has several excellent examples of this style. The best is 

the Harvey-MacLeod House at 204 Monroe. Its "eyebrow" dormer is a little seen 

addition to this style. 

An interesting example of how some elements of these two styles could 

be combined is located at 1526 Henderson. This home would usually be typified 

as a simple Colonial Revival, but stylized overhangs have been added, 

something akin to the style of the gambrel roof, which heightens the visual 

interest significantly. 

The next most popular choice here seems to be what is often referred to 

as the American Foursquare. It too is probably a variant of the Colonial Revival, 

but tends to be more common on the older homes in the neighborhood, 

whereas the Colonial Revival in the form presented here was used slightly later. 

The Foursquare gave more attention to the front porch. It quite often 

stretched almost completely across the front facade. And the Foursquare got its 

name from its footprint: four squares, set together in a larger one. On the main 

floor of the Foursquare would be the living room, kitchen, dining room and 

study or bedroom, each in its own square. Above, the bedrooms and bath. The 

house at 1409 Academy is a good example. 

Next in popularity, although less so, was the Tudor. One of its primary 

characteristics is a steeply pitched roof, usually with side gables. The front is 

usually perforated with one or more cross-gables, and decorative half-timbering 

appears on many examples, including the house at 1521 Academy. 

My personal favorite is the Bungalow, "Craftsman" styIe or not, it strikes 

me a house for everyone. The Craftsman appears with some frequency in the 
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larger proposed area. There is a delightful row of them on the south side of 

West Main, between Prospect and Prairie. 
The Craftsman has a low-pitched roof which is supported by prominent 

brackets under the gables. They often have a full or partial front porch ~hat is 

supported by square columns. One of the purest examples of this style is located 

at 1709 Greenlawn. 

Because there were homes in the neighborhood prior to 1900, we also 

have some exceptional examples of the older, fancier Queen Anne. The house at 

304 Sprague has all the important components. It has a side-gabled roof that has 

been punched through in several places by bays and towers. With a full-width 

front porch which appears to wrap to either side, and several other features that 

serve to punctuate its facade, it gives itself away immediately. 

Are there resources that are possibly endan~ered? 

The residents of this neighborhood are fortunate. For the most part, 

these resources are well maintained and preserved. Although it is unfortunate 

that a number of homeowners have chosen to replace their original wood lap 

siding with aluminum or vinyl, their overall appearance has not suffered. 

However, some properties may be in danger. 

Collectively, the properties owned by Kalamazoo College are most in 

need. Some have had recent work completed, and although it is not completely 

historically accurate, this work shows greater sensitivity to the original detail of a 

building than that which was done five years earlier. 

The Grove Houses need work. Repointing and foundation repairs would 

top the list of needs. In addition, the trees and shrubbery are overgrown. 

Humphrey House needs the most immediate and serious attention. Its 

care and stewardship have been lacking for some time, and this is too valuable a 

resource for anything but the best long-term care. There are extensive notes 

made on this property on its data sheet, so 1will not go into detail here. 
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The National Register 

nomination process. 

The National Register of Historic Places falls under the auspices of The 

National Park Service, which in turn is under the Department of Interior. It is 

our country's official list of districts, sites, buildings, structures and objects 

significant in our history or architecture, archeology, engineering and culture. 

In additional to honorific listing, which seeks to raise national 

consciousness about our historic resources, there are several other benefits 

which result. Substantial federal tax credits, (20 percent) are available when 

certain income-producing properties are rehabilitated using the federal 

guidelines and receive certification. As we1l, Section 106 of the National 

Preservation Act of 1966 requires Federal agencies to allow the Advisory Council 

of Historic Preservation to comment on a1l projects affecting districts, properties, 

etc., which are either already listed and determined eligible for listing. (This 

Section 106 review is the same one that has come into play with the upcoming 

re-building of M-43, which is the north boundary to the neighborhood discussed 

in this study. A large portion of the funding for this re-building will come from 

the Federal Government, and both the north and south sides of this street are 

bounded by districts already named to the National Register.) One of the other 

benefits of listing is qualification for Federal grants for preservation. 

To qualify for listing on the National Register of Historic Places, a number 

of criteria must be evaluated. Genera1ly, properties must be fifty years or older 

to qualify, although those younger than that may be accepted if they have 

achieved acceptable Significance. 

These properties must also meet other criteria set forth by the National 

Register. The following is an excerpt from page two of a May, 1992 National 
Register Document called "Information"; 
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"The criteria are designed to guide State and local 
governments, Federal agencies, and others in evaluating potential 
entries in the National Register. The quality of significance in 
American history, architecture, archeology, engineering, and 
culture is present in district, sites, building, structures, and objects 
that possess integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, . 
feeling and association, and: 

a. they are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or: 

b. that are associated with the lives of person significant in our past; 
or: 

c. that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or 
method of construction, or that represent the work of a master, or 
that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant and 
distinguishable entity those components may lack individual 
distinction; or 

d. that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history. 

There are a number of types of properties which do not normally qualify 

for nomination: these include gravesites of historic figures, properties owned by 

religious institutions or used for religious purposes and structures which have 
been moved or taken apart and re-built in another location. 

There are also exceptions to these rules. For example, if the property in 

question happens to be a church, but also happens to be the first of its 

architectural style ever built, or it's the first work of someone who went on to 

become a master, it has a flood chance. A flravesite miflht also qualify if it the 
only site connected with the life of a person significant in our history. 

The paper process is long and a bit complex. There are three "concepts" 

used by the National Register to help them determine if or not a property 

qualifies for listing, and there are many questions based on them: historic 
significance, historic integrity and historic context. 
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Historic significance is the importance placed on a property to the history, 

architecture, archeology, engineering or culture of the country, state or local 

community. It can be associated with important events or persons, it may have 

unique physical properties, or it may have the potential to yield imp?rtant 

information. 

Historic context questions connect the property with historic trends by 

answering questions about it regarding theme, place and time. For example, it 

has been established that the Henderson Park portion of this proposed 

nomination was the first (time); landscaped development (theme); to be built in 

Kalamazoo (place); and that this practice followed a national trend which began 

late in the 19th century. 

Historic integrity equals authenticity. The National Register uses the 

seven following qualities to determine integrity: location, design, setting, 

materials, workmanship, feeling and association. 

By the time a researcher has completed the same types of research that I 

completed for this SIP on a property that they feel may be significant, a picture 

begins to emerge as to whether or not it will qualify. 

Using this information, the following parts of the nomination must be 

completed. 

Properties must be classified as to ownership (our district is private, 

although some ownership is institutional); type (this is a district); and number of 

resources (175 buildings and 4 sites). Then, the function must be determined, 

both past and current. In most cases, the properties within this district were 

historically residential and remain so, with the exception of several buildings 

owned by Kalamazoo College. 

Architectural classifications must be assigned to each building, the building 

materials must be documented and an actual or approximate date of 

construction must be determined. 

The next part is the "Statement of Significance", otherwise known as the 

narrative. This is where the applicant "makes the case" for the nomination. The 

property must meet one or more of the four criteria mentioned earlier, (the 
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more the better) and the applicant writes extensively as to why and how the 

criteria are met. Bibliographical references are identified. The final portion is the 

geographical data, and the nomination is assigned a series of numbers which 

identify it as to state, county, city and boundaries. 

In Michigan, all of this infonnation is submitted to the State Historic 

Preservation Officer, or "SHPO" for review. The SHPO then passes the 

nomination on to a state board comprised of professionals in American history, 

architectural history, archeology and so on for their recommendation. If, in the 

board's opinion, the nomination meets the criteria, they will return it to the 

SHPO with a recommendation for approval and forwarding to the National Park 

Service. 

During this same time, community officials and property owners are 

being notified of an intent to nominate and are given the opportunity to either 

concur or object. Because this particular nomination is for a district with multiple 

property owners, a majority must object to revoke the nomination process. If 

revoked, the nomination will be processed for "eligibility" only. In other words, 

would the nomination have qualified for listing if the property owners had not 

objected? The advantage to haVing eligibility determined, even when the 

nomination itself is revoked, is in the "eligibility" protection in the Section 106 

review process. (Remember the M-43 rebuilding mentioned earlier?) 

This process takes a minimum of ninety days to complete, and can take 

significantly longer if a number of properties are nominated at once. The 

National Park Service is required to act within 45 days upon receipt of the 

SHPO's recommendation. 
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Conclusion 

Can the "criteria" be met in order to make the proposed nomin~tion a 

successful one? I believe the answer to that question is yes, based on the 

information accumulated in this preliminary study. 

This research show that parts of the area are significant within the larger 

realm of the landscaped suburban development movement, and that there are a 

large number of past residents in the life of this neighborhood who were 

important to both the local community as well as the state. In addition, the 

architecture is clearly demonstrative of the popular choices being made in the 

Middle West at that time, and shows integrity in both materials and 

craftsmanship. 
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Notes on reading the appendices. 

Appendix Section #1 

Map of the area: 

The area bounded in red hatch marks is the entire area which is proposed 

herein. The streets marked in blue are those covered in this review. 

Photoj;raphs, City Directory information and Property Data Sheets: 

This information is arranged alphabetically by street name, and then 

numerically by ascending street number. The photographs are laid out two to a 

page. Immediately following each photo page is the City Directory information 

page, the Property Data Sheets and other pertinent information for those specific 

addresses. 

The lettered and numbered reference following the value listed under the 

column titled 'Tax Roll Information" refers to the indexed microfilm box number 

on which that specific information can be found at the Archives in Kalamazoo 

City Hall. 

Individual sources as to biographical information are noted completely on 

each page. 

When reading the "Architectural Style & Comments" sections on the 

Property Data Sheets, the following abbreviations for reference books apply: 

"HSAAG" refers to House Styles at A Glance. "AFGTAH" refers to A Field Guide 

to American Houses. 
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Assist area institutions and individuals with history
related projects includil~ house and family research, 
archives mal~gement, ~ care of persol~l ~ 

institutiol~l collections. 
Present programs on historical topics to commW1ity 

groups. 

Producer. "Images and Ideas", 1988-1992. 
Worked With spunsoring agency, Arts COW1cil of Greater 
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I Address Most recent known owner or occup~nt Phone Notes 

:::::::::- ~~::~;;;:i'~"'''' ...........- .� 
1327 Academy Street K-Colle~e Stryker Center 

1409 Academy Street Mary & Kevin Thompson 

~.4.1g.~:~.~.".':"y...s.t.'::.".t B.~'.b.~.~.~.9.:.".!.aE~ 3.~.2.:?9.~.6. , . 
1416 Academy Street Philip & Carol Thomas 344-8251 

1417 Academy Street James Westin 343-9804 

1420 Academy Street Dean & Linda Macvicar 345-0335 

1427 Academy Street D. Terry & Sharon Williams 349-5898 

.1.~?3..:'\c.a.~"..rIl?: .s..~:e.! ~.':.~~.~.~..&.:.<=..a.s...l..<:;"..~':~~.n. 3..4.9..1. ~2.1 . 
1504 Academy Street Rod Lenderink 342-2681 

~?).9..~:~.~".':"y. ..S.t.':"..".t .f:1a..ry.'?'!n............................ ......•............3.~.I.~.S.3.9.9... ..••............................ 
1510 Academy Street David Flagler 388-4531 

1515 Academy Street James &Janet Holtl(feive 344-8144 

1521 Academy Street Donald O'Toole 345-7873 

1525 Academy Street Daniel & Annie Ryan 

1.S.3.1 J\:c.a.~"r.n.y..s..t:.:e.t. . ~.o.t:'.I,:..'.~.n............ . 3..4.3..~s.6..s..3. . 
1550 Academy Street Bruce &Donna Martin 388-3965 

1552 Academy Street Lori Hooksema 

1554 Academy Street D::.:a.:.v"id::.&=Ka=thJ:.::::ee;:;n=Sp!:.r::.:a:!::~:.:u:::e +::.34::.9:..-4.:6::.1:.:0'-+__-------1 
1616 Academy Street Steve & Lynn Tarranella 

.1.6.~~.:.2.6..:".c.a.~".rIll..s..~""! .1................................................................................. .. . 

.1.~S..13.':'!I::1..LS..rr. ".t ~.5.~.II.e.~: ..~".n.."'I.......................................•................................................................................ 
118 Bulkley Street Bill & Linda Leonard 343-8629 

:.c.::...:'--:-.......,..---F..:.:::c+------~ 
121 Bulkley Street Rod~er Parczyk & Lia Ga~gino 385-4701 

124 Bulkley Street Herbert & Patricia Mais 349-7903 

129 Bulkley Street K-College rental 

.1.3.3...B..~k.l"..y..s.t.':"."..t .l<:S.~I.I".~ '.".'.'~L.................. . 
136 Bulkley Street Carl Gluck 383-3771 

139 Bulkley Street K-Colle~e rental 

]42 Bulkley Street INancy Cutbirth 345-9653.....-.:-::-"::=c.-:.-:.;.:.. +:"'==~::.==:- .__--+..::.:::c.:.::.'-"--j .._ 
143 Bulkley Street K-Colle~e rental 

}.~.~.~~.I.~~y..~.~.:~~ ~~.~~!.~0.!9.~..Q.~~ ..~~.~) " . 
149 Bulkley Street K-College rental 

.1.S.~.B..~.k.l:.y..S.t.r"..e.t l~~'.'~.P.~i'.'...!~.~~"..~i.c.i~s 3.~.9.:S.~.I? . 
157 Bulkley Street K-College rental
F-:..:=:!..::..=~:......_-+:.:...::="-"'--'-=::....._·_-_·_-+---+-----------
~~kley Street Paul & Gunella Farber 

1209 Grand Avenue Tom & KathJeen Schwab 373-4077 Listed Nat'l. Register I 

.~.~.~.~.~:.~~~..~:'::~~~.~ ~~~!~.~.I.~~.:~ ..~~~,~ ~.~~::?~?~ ~!.~!:.?~~.!:~: ..~~B.~~~~~ . 
12] 9 Grand Avenue William & Patricia Tower 382-0581 Listed Nat'l. Re~ister 

1223 Grand Avenue (1,2,3) I-Katie Jackson. 2-,3- Listed Nat'!. RegIster 

http:n.."'I.......................................�


Address Most recent known owner or occupant Phone Notes 

1227 Grand Avenue John & Martha Lomsdorfer 381-7626 Listed Nat'l. Re~ister 

1301 Grand Avenue Joseph & Louise Fugate 344-0964 Listed Nan. Rel";ister.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................� 
1309 Grand Avenue Pat Harsh National ReI';. listed? 

1315 Grand Avenue Andrew & Joanne Lehman 342-7302 Listed Nat'l. Register 

1319 Grand Avenue Thomas & Mary Berhardt 344-8033 Listed Nat'!. Register 

1325 Grand Avenue Jan DeLeeuw 343-5198 Listed Nat'\. Register 

.~.~~~..~~~.'29..~.~~.~~~ ? ~~~~~~..~.~~.'.~:.~~f.~~~:!. . 
1341/43 Grand Avenue IX & J. Sarkozy; 2-L F1emin~ 381-9424 Listed Nat'!. Re~ister 

1403 Grand Avenue Lester & Clarice Start 349-3695 Listed Nat'l. Register 

1411 Grand Avenue ? Listed Nan. Register 

.1.~S.5~r.?'.'cJ..":~e.'.'~e..... J.?~e.~ ..&.:.J::!?~?~.~~JS.i!1:""y. ?4.9..~.S.?~ _._ . 
1505 Grand Avenue Mark Clark 344-4424 

1519 Grand Avenue Robert McKenna 345-0559 ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 
1525 Grand Avenue Dennis & Myra Johnson 

1532 Grand Avenue Francis ill & leanne Wazeter 381-{'499 

1535 Grand Avenue John &Jo Miller 
r-:-'--'------"----'--'--'----t'--'-~'--'--'--"--._----._---+---_.+--------_1 
1539 Grand Avenue Parham (last name) 

.~~~.~.~~~9..~~~~~.~ ~9..~ ..~~.~.~~.~.~~.?::::~~ , ~.~~.~?~~~ . 
1546 Grand Avenue Richard & Marian Klein 344-1122 

1553 Grand Avenue Ralph & Mary Chandler 38HJ141 

1601 Grand Avenue Comad & Marian Hilberry 345-5951'-. ..:..:::..:-'--'-'---!--_._-----I 
1602 Grand Avenue Nelson Gouterrnan & Doreen Brinson 344-6708 

.1.???~:.~.~~;.\.~.:'.'.~" 1?".n.r.u.~.~}e.?'.'p.?rli-':'i!.......... ~~.9.::4.~9.s. .� 
1610 Grand Avenue Amy Schipper 382-2159 

}~.I.S.5~:.?'.'cJ..":.~e.'.'~e. _ .<?le.~}".?'.'.~~,,~~ ~S.~J539 . 
1616 Grand Avenue David & Vera Collins 381-3166 ..-._----
1623 Grand Avenue I Ed & Linda Mamon 344-{,550 

1624 Grand Avenue Donald & Mary Brown 344-3738 

1630 Grand Avenue Robert & Dianna Monovitch 344-9606 

16.~.I..~:.~.~9..;.\.~.e.'.'~" ~.:.Sr.~.i.~ .3.~.4.P?O' . 
1635 Grand Avenue Martin & Debra Quayle 383-0059 

1637 Grand Avenue Richard & Karen Phillips 388-3797 

-----::----:-:c---:----:::--,-------I------------+--+-------------j
1403 Henderson Drive ? 

1409 Henderson Drive David Posther / Liz Henderson 

]410 Henderson Drive Anne Lauver 342·2832 -_.._-+---+--------1 
.~.~~.~.~.~.~.~.:~~.~~.!?Ei.~.~ ~~E~.~..~E.~~:~9.~ ..!.~9.~P..~.?~ ~~.?:.~.9.~.~ .. 
1421 Henderson Drive Lenore Brown 345-1859 

.. ..'-'--:..::.:.:.c':+---- -----..
] 427-29 Henderson Drive Jean Hawley /Barbara Garland 345-5967 

1505 Henderson Drive Irene Thompson/ Mary Budesky 342-9004 

~1_5_1_8_H_e_n_d_ec:r:..so:..nC-D_n_·v_e_--+--'G:..e:..ra:..lc:d--'&:::..:.Mc:a",ry Boyack 345-5047 

1526 Henderson Drive Ruth Collins 342-9105 ..........................................................................., .. 
1530 Henderson Drive James & Amy Welch 381 ..1039 

1532 Henderson Drive Thomas DeGroot 349-0921 



Address Most recent known o\'o'ner or occupant Phone Notes 

( 1548 Henderson Drive Jackie & Dick Dalke 

1636 Henderson Drive 34H574 ......................................................... ,!~~.?~.~~~!:............................................................... ...................... ...................................,.................� 

10 Monroe Street Frederick Royce ill� 343-9243 Listed Nat'l. Re~ster 

,107-109 Monroe Street Listed Nat'l. Register 

115 Monroe Street Walter Graham 345-9435 Listed Nat'l. Register 

116 Monroe Street Donald Voorhees ......................................................-.- ..............-......................................................................... ...................... .~~.~.~:9..~.~~'.~:.~:.~~.~~~E.........� 
119 Monroe Street Chris Schlei';el 345-2981 Listed Nan. Register� 

121 Monroe Street Tom & Ruth Lawson 342-9939� 

143 Monroe Street� 

127 Monroe Street Mark McCormick 342-9184� 

142 Monroe Street Richard & Virginia Passero 381-7976� 

......................................................... .~:<=.".ll.e.~.eur.en..~I.................................... u.u.... ...................... ..................................................... 
144 Monroe Street Peter & Diane Suess-Brakeman 

155 Monroe Street� ...................... .....................................................�........................................................ J.~.~~y..~..~~.~!.~ ..s.~~.::~~ ..........................................� 344-2369� 

156 Monroe Street Walter & Mary Waring� 

204 Monroe Street George & Linda MacLeod 349-3988� 

217 Monroe Street K-College Alumni House� 

223 Monroe Street� 

218 Monroe Street James & Sheila Bridenstine 349-9699� 

......................................................... .~.~9}~:.g:..~~:~~ry..~.'?~.~.~~g ................................... ...................... .................. ..................................� 
307 Monroe Street K-Collei';e faculty housini';� 

308 Monroe Street James & Lynne Cowart 344-D489� 

314 Monroe Street Doug Squires 342-4842� 

320 Monroe Street Stuart & Caren Dybek 345-4420� 

......................................................... .................................................................. ...................... .................... .....................................................� 
1441 Prospect Hill Bert & Terri Cooper� 349-5441� 

.1.~.4.~..r.'.~.s.p..e.7.t.J:i.i 1.1.................... .Y..e.~.e.lly.'.'.<;;'..ey.................u..............u.................... ............. ........ .....................................................� 342-1435� 
,} 450 Prospect Hill 

135 Prospect Street Geor~e & Louise Robeck 381-3330� 

141 Prospect Street Philip & Carol Carra 381-1425� 

~.~?~~~.~.P.:.~.~.§.~~:.~.................. ~.?~~.~.~p..p.:.~ ........................................................... ...................... ............................................... .....� 
151 Prospect Street Robert & Elizabeth Hosick 342-9198� 

169 Prospect Street Mark & Melissa Wrench� 

344-4116� 

161 Prospect Street Hugh & Constance Mehaffie 349-3859� 

-
172 Prospect Street Tim & Sharon Dykstra 349-7312� 

......................................................... ....................................................................................................................................................................�175 PfClspect Street Peter & Ann Dieleman 349-D757� 

1] 3 South Prairie Avenue� 381-8579........................................................ .~:.Y...~.~E~~.~.?y.~.~~E.~~.~~~ ............................... ...................... .....................................................� 
1]8 South Prairie Avenue Herbert Bogart 345-4502� 

124 South Prairie Avenue William & Ruth Klomparens 382-<i379� 

] 30 South Prairie Avenue 343-<i254� 

] 19 South Prairie Avenue Joseph & Nancy Ellin 345-4919� 

]25 South Prairie Avenue Charlotte Cooper 342-9783� 

......................................................... .!:1.::.~.~..~~.:.Y..~.?~~.~.~ ................ ................... ...... ...........................................................................� 
]31 South Prairie Avenue Robert & Sandy Zellers 383-3762� 

133 South Prairie Avenue Barbara Tatum� 



•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Address Most recent known owner or occupant Phone Notes 

136 South Prairie Avenue Robert Brink 385-3104 

141 South Prairie Avenue Steve Johnson ....................................................................................................................................................................... . . 

142 South Prairie Avenue Virgil & Gladys Thorne 342-9934 

145 South Prairie Avenue Mark Cassino 344-1099 

146 South Prairie Avenue BruceJohnson 343-2343 

152 South Prairie Avenue Lorain Finley 344-9492 

153 South Prairie Avenue Hans Ta~e/JerryVincent ................................................................................., 343-1711 . 
159 South Prairie Avenue appears vacant 

160 South Prairie Avenue appears vacant 

1615 Prairie Place Ronald & Cheryl5tEth 

.1.~.2.~.~'.~i.'.~~.P.I.a.:~.............. ~".lt.o.~.:l';.~~'.Y..<=.o..h.=~......................................... .~.4.9.:~':x.l.9. .� 

Mise. Addresses 

121 Arbor5treet Gary Dorrien & Brenda Biggs 

305 Burrows Road Howard Kerney 381-5881 

310 Burrows Road Dominic & Nadia Leonardelli 382-1539 ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 
320 Burrows Road Timothy & Michelle Reineck 382-4189 

114 Catherine K-Colleg€ Language House 

116 Catherine K-College Language House 

1709 Greenlawn Mary Joyce Birdsall 

1606 Grove Street ? 

1614 Grove Street Donna Grath 382-1468 

1618 Grove Street Philip & Connie MickJin 345-6541 

1619 Grove Street Nelson Nave 342-9304 

~.?~.2.C:;:.".~.e..s.tr..::t !".~.e..p.h..~l.te.:.... . 3.~.s.:?9.~.0.. .. . 
1623 Grove Street Edith Everson 349-1316 

1626 Grove Street Nancy & Janis Jeffers 349-4401 

Humphrey House K-College faculty offices Academy & Acker Lane 

3D4 Sprague Street Maurice Bonemego 345-9022 

106 Thompson Street 

116 Thompson Street 

136 Thornpson Street K-College President's Residence 

··················.·..····················· 1 · H H 

213 Valley Street iHalson & Dorothy Castor 344-0060 

I 



--

Address Most recent known owner or occupant Phone Notes 

1308 Wesl Lovell Street K-College faculty housing

1316 West Lovell Street ......................................................... .~.:<='!'.llc.~c..f~c.'CI.ty..~!'.".s.i~.~ .................................. ...................... ..................................................... 
1328 West Lovell Street K-Colleg-e faculty housing 

1338 West Lovell Street K-College faculty housing

1475 West Main Street Mark & Cheri Bawdy 382-1792 

1479 West Main Street 389-4740 ......................................................... .~~E~.~.l:.~.~.~!.~.~:.~.~.".."......."...................... ...................... .....................................................� 
1503 West Main Street John DeVault 381-5325 

1505 West Main Street Harold & Patricia McIntosh 345-3637 

1509 West Main Street Theodore & Mary J. Kistler 381-3328 

1513 West Main Street ? 

......................................................'" ................................................." ...................................... ...................... ..................................................... 
1423 West South Street Harold & Billie Fischer 349-1449 

1428 West South Street 342-6364...........,............................................ .'.Y.i.lli.~'.".~..l::I~.ry.~?llI)r.~r.~Y............. ..... ...................... ..................................................... 
1604 West South Street Lawrence & Cynthia Newmeyer 343-0760 

1625 West South Street Kim & Mimi Cummings 

30B Woodside Avenue ? new owners in 1992 

315 Woodside Avenue T. Jefferson & Brenda Murphy 342-6607 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 

Current Address: 1220 Academy Current owner is 
Former Address none found Kalamazoo College 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1899 no structure w/ this address� 
1909 nostructurew/thisaddress� 
1910 H.H. Halley $1,500 (AS-109)� 
1911 Gilbert H. Van Cleve� 
1915 vacant� 
1916 "� 
1917 Harold Blair M. Blair / $3400 (AS-119)� 
1964 "� 
1965 vacant� 
1967 no listing in directory� 
1969 vacant� 
1970 "student house"� 
1974 "Blair House"� 
1992 "� 
1993 "French House"� 

Abstract Notes: Mabel Baldwin Blair gets deed on 22 March 1917. 

Other Notes: Title search dated 1965 indicates purchase by Kalamazoo College, 
they still own property. H.H. Halley shows lots of deeds recorded in Kalamazoo 
county in 1908-likely date he bought this one. Property described as Univ. 
Add./Davis Sub-Div.lot 1, e 1/2 of lot #2 in 1910 assessment rolls. 



Property Data Sheet� 

Current street address: 1220 Academy Street 

Old tax number: 47482 
New (SBC) tax number: 300500 

Proposed historic name: Harold Blair House 

Construction date� tax rolls indicate: 1910 
assessor's card: 1905 
city directory: 1910 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingles 
exterior walls: lap siding, now aluminum 
foundation: concrete 

Original use:� Single-family residence 

Current use:� Education-related housing 

Architectural style/ comments: American Foursquare, (HSAAG, p. 108.) 
Contributing structure. House retains its original porch. Believe porch columns 
are also original. 

Biographical references: Harold Blair was professor of Department of 
Mathematics at WMU. Originally carne to WMU as principal of the campus high 
school in 1915. (WMU Footnotes' 7 June 1965, Volume 15, No. 63.) 

General Comments: Mr. Blair resided at this address for apprOXimately 45 years. 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information� 

Current Address: 1224 Academy Current owner is 
Former Address: none found Kalamazoo College 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1899 no structure w I this address 
1909 no structure wI this address 
1910 " 
1924 ~avid Shilling no Shilling listed 
1925 $4500 (AS-133) 
1939 Carl D. Shilling 
1957 Mrs. Zoa D. Shilling 
1975 vacant K-College buys. 
1981 Kathy Barrett 
1982 David E. Hill 
1983 vacant 
1984 Laura A. Raquin 
1985 no return 
1986 Wm. A. Sprunk 
1990 no return 
1993 "Student Housing" 

Abstract Notes: Appears that Mrs. Shilling, or her estate, sells property to 
Kalamazoo College in 1975. Mr. Shilling died in 1856. 

Other Notes: RH. Halley mentioned in abstract as grantee in #121, liber 147, 
page 6 dated March 24, 1917. Grantor was Delton State Bank. 



Property Data Sheet� 

Current street address: 1224 Academy Street 

Old tax number: 47484 
New (SBC) tax number: 300520 

Proposed historic name: David Shilling House 

Construction date� tax rolls indicate: 1925 
assessor's card: 1922 
city directory: 1924 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingles 
exterior walls: lap siding, now aluminum 
foundation: concrete block 

Original use:� Single Family Residence 

Current use:� Education-related housing 

Architectural style/ comments: Temple Front, (HSAAG, p. 94.) 
Contributing structure. Porch rebuilt in 1980's. 

Biographical references: None found. 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 

Current Address: 1324 Academy Current owner is 
Former Address: 143 Thompson Kalamazoo College 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1910 no structure listed with either address 
1921 " 
1927 :eorge J. Putt (143 Thompson) Putt/nothing (AS-141) 
1931 
1935 Norman Carver 
1945 Ed. C. Wilbur 
1955 
1964 vacant 
1965 Berne 1. Jacobs Jr. 
1970 "Faculty House" K-College 
1975 Donald T. Little 
1980 no return 
1985 Ceo. H. Steele 
1990 :ary D. Kuta 
1992 

Abstract Notes: Last entry on abstract is power of attorney. Marg. Hazeltine to 
Natl. Bank of Kalamazoo, liber 214, pg. 137, dated 5 October 1921. Quitclaim 
deed from Lee H. Cahill to Elma 1. Cahill-Avery (sp?) liber 178, page 129 dated 
February 27, 1915. 

Other Notes: Deed search not successful. Assessor's information card indicated 
that this house was moved to its present location in 1963. 

I 



Property Data Sheet 
( 

Current street address:� 1324 Academy Street 

Old tax number: 47532 
New (SBC) tax number: 300940 

Proposed historic name:� George Putt Horne 

Construction date� actual: 
estimated: 1930 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingles 
exterior walls: wood lap siding 
foundation: concrete block 

Original use:� Single-family residence 

Current use:� Single-family residence 

Architectural style I conunents:� Dutch Colonial Revival--AFGTAH (p.336) 
Appears that no major re-models have taken place. 

Biographical references: Not investigated. 

General Comments: Now owned by Kalamazoo College and was once located 
at 143 Thompson Street. (1963 note on assessor's card.) Time did not permit 
further investigation. 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information� 

Current Address: 1327 Academy Current owner is 
Former Address: none found Kalamazoo College 

(now Stryker Center) 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1924 no listing with this address 
1926 Allan Hoben 
1934 " 
1937 Stewart G. Cole 
1939 ~auIL.Thompson 
1945 
1950 John S. Everton 
1955 Weimer K. Hicks 
1970 " 
1975 "President's Horne" 
1980 "L. Lee Stryker Center" 
1992 " 

Notes: K-College archives have photo of this house dated 1925, which 
corroborates city directory evidence. 



Property Data Sheet 
( 

Current street address:� 1327 Academy Street 

Old tax number: none-tax-exempt property 
New (SBC) tax number: " 

Proposed historic name: Allan Hoben House 

Construction date� actual: 1925 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: brick 
foundation: concrete 

Original use:� Education-related housing 

Current use:� Education: non-traditional 
and professional 

Architectural style/ comments: Colonial Revival, (AFGTAH p. 333.) 
Contributing structure. Several major remodels and large addition made. 
Building date confirmed by K-College archives records. 

Biographical references: Originally built by K-College and originally used to 
house the college president. Allan Hoben was first resident president. 

General Comments: Now houses the L. Lee Stryker Center for Professional 
Development. 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 

Current Address: 1409 Academy 
Former Address: none found 

Year Occupant Tax Rolllnfonnation 

1899 no structure with this address 
1909 
1910 " 
1911 " Faught/$200 (AS-110) 
1912 John B. Faught $2500 (AS-1ll) 
1914 John O. Parker 
1915 Edward V. Brigham 
1924 " 
1925 " 
1927 Newman Hershfield 
1931 Robt. E. Staebler 
1934 Mrs. Martha C. Staebler 
1935 ~olla A. McKinney 
1939 
1952 " 
1953 Joseph Ingersol 
1955 vacant 
1956 Elwyn F. Carter 
1981 " 
1982 " 
1983 
1984 " 
1985 " 
1986 
1990 Kevin T. Thompson 
1993 " 



Property Data Sheet
( 

Current street address:� 1409 Academy Street 

Old tax number: 23816 
New (SBC) tax number: 175460 

Proposed historic name: Brigham-McKinney House 

Construction date� actual: 1912 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingles 
exterior walls: wood lap siding 
foundation: concrete block 

Original use:� Single-family residence 

Current use:� Single-family residence 

Architectural style/ comments: Colonial Revival--AFGTAH (p. 328) 
Contributing structure. Building date confirmed by both tax rolls and city 
directory. 

Biographical references: None found on Mr. Parker. Mr. McKinney was part
owner and General Manager of Horne Furnishing Company, and member of 
Kalamazoo Chamber of Commerce. (Obituary, Kalamazoo Gazette 1 April, 
1977, D-4.) 

77 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 

Current Address; 1410 Academy 
Former Address; none found 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1899 no structure with this address 
1909 
1910 " 
1923 " Mould/$1700 (AS-128) 
1924 " Mould / $9000 (AS-131) 
1925 Chas. E. Mould 
1939 
1957 
1981 
1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 
1990 
1993 

Other Notes: Mr. Mould owned a well-known car dealership. 



Property Data Sheet� 

Current street address: 1410 Academy Street 

Old tax number: 24192 
New (SBC) tax number: 177400 

Proposed historic name: Charles Mould House 

Construction date� actual: 1923 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingles 
exterior walls: stucco on frame 
foundation: concrete block 

Original use:� Single-family residence� 

Current use:� Single-family residence� 

Architectural style/ comments: Tudor--AFGTAH (po 360)� 
Contributing structure. Front dining room windows replaced. Building date� 
confirmed by all 3 resources.� 

Biographical references: Charles Mould was automobile dealer in Kalamazoo.� 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 

Current Address: 1416 Academy 
Former Address: 1426 Academy 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1899 no structure at this address 
1909 " 
1910 " 
1917 Luther A. Parker (1426) ParkerI nothing 
1918 " $8000 (AS-121) 
1924 
1925 " 
1927 Frederick Sutherland 
1937 Chas L. Dibble 
1939 " 
1942 Mrs. Louise G. Dibble 
1943 " & Phineas Rosenbaum 
1948 " & Peter DeMeester 
1952 " 
1955 Peter DeMeester 
1956 vacant 
1957 Dr. James W. McMannus 
1962 " 
1963 Mrs. Mary L. McMannus 
1965 Philip S. Thomas 
1981 " 
1982 " 
1983 " 
1984 " 
1985 " 
1986 " 
1990 " 

li' 



Property Data Sheet� 

Current street address: 1416 Academy Street 

Old tax number: 24194 
New (SBC) tax number: 177420 

Proposed historic name: Luther Parker House 

Construction date� actual: 1917 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: lap siding, now aluminum 
foundation: concrete / concrete block 

Original use:� Single-family residence 

Current use:� Single-family residence 

Architectural style/ comments: American Foursquare--HSAAG (p.108) 
Contributing structure. Building date confirmed by all 3 sources. 

Biographical references: Mr. Parker was first resident. Second resident, 
Frederick Sutherland, was Executive V.P. and secretary of Sutherland Paper. 
Third resident, Charles L. Dibble, was Kalamazoo attorney. (WMU, Regional 
History Collections. Russ Coller Collection. A-1911) 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 

Current Address: 1417 Academy 
Former Address: none found 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1899 no structure with this address 
1909 " 
1910 " 
1922 DeWitt/nothing (AS-127) 
1923 " DeWitt/$15,000 (AS-128) 
1924 " 
1925 Leslie H.S. DeWitt 
1939 " 
1950 Mrs. Margaret J. DeWitt 
1952 " 
1957 " 
1963 Norman 1. DeWitt 
1964 vacant 
1966 Paul C. Eckrich 
1979 " 
1980 Peter M. Lyon 
1981 " 
1982 " 
1983 James c. Westin 
1984 " 
1985 " 
1986 " 
1990 " 
1993 " 



Property Data Sheet� 

Current street address: 1417 Academy Street 

Old tax number: 23820 
New (SBC) tax number: 175480 

Proposed historic name: Leslie DeWitt House 

Construction date� tax rolls indicate: 1923 
assessor's card: 1920 
city directory: 1925 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingles 
exterior walls: wood lap siding 
foundation: concrete block 

Original use:� Single-family residence 

Current use:� Single-family residence 

Architectural style/ comments: Colonial Revival--AFGTAH (p. 332) 
Contributing structure. Re-model at east end added bay garden window. Well
preserved, covered front porch entry with supporting columns. 

Biographical references: Mr. DeWitt was licensed in Kalamazoo County to 
practice medicine. He also served on board of Bryant Paper Co. and later 
Sutherland Paper Co. Formerly served on faculty at University of Michigan. 
(WMU. Regional History Collections. Russ Coller Collection. A-1911.) 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 1420 Academy 
Former Address: none found 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1899 no structure with this address 
1909 " 
1910 
1924 " 
1925 " 
1926 Simon / $1700 (AS-134) 
1927 Louis P. Simon $17,000 (AS-141) 
1939 " 
1952 " 
1957 " 
1958 vacant 
1959 Fred C. VanStreain 
1962 " 
1970 Armond T. Travis 
1973 Michl. ON. Barron 
1980 Gerald L. Watson 
1985 " 
1986 " 
1990 Timothy Light 
1993 Dean/ Linda MacViccar 

Notes: Timothy Light was Provost of Kalamazoo College during late 1980's. 



Property Data Sheet� 

Current street address: 1420 Academy Street 

Old tax number: 24196 
New (SBC) tax number: 177440 

Proposed historic name: Louis Simon House 

Construction date� actual: 1927 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: face brick veneer 
foundation: concrete 

Original use:� single-family residence 

Current use:� single family residence 

Architectural style/ comments: Colonial Revival--AFGTAH (p.331) 
Contributing structure. Unusual tile-surrounded, arched front entry. Tile may 
be Pewabic pottery tile from Detroit. 

Biographical references: Mr. Simon served as Director of Kalamazoo 
Foundation, also as secretary of Bermingham-Prosser. (WMU. Regional History 
Collections. Russ Coller Collection. A-1911.) 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 

Current Address: 1427 Academy 
Former Address: 1507 Academy 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1899 no structure with this address 
1909 " 
1910 " 
1921 Zinni nothing (AS-127) 
1922 ~hiIIip Zinn (1507) $7500 (AS-128) 
1924 
1925 Mrs. Anna P. Zinn (1427) 
1935 Claude G. Wirick 
1937 WalterB. Hadley 
1939 " 
1942 vacant 
1943 Ennis 1. Schaefer 
1945 Thos. Backus 
1952 " 
1962 Phillip Winchell 
1970 " 
1975 T. Jefferson Murphy 
1980 James c. Westin 
1981 " 
1982 " 
1983 vacant 
1985 Taylor 
1990 D. Terry Williams 
1993 D. Terry /Sharon Williams 



Property Data Sheet� 

Current street address: 1427 Academy Street 

Old tax number: 23826 
New (SBC) tax number: 175520 

Proposed historic name: Philip Zinn House 

Construction date� actual: 1922 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingles 
exterior walls: wood lap siding 
foundation: concrete/ concrete block 

Original use:� Single-family residence 

Current use:� Single-family residence 

Architectural style/ comments: Colonial Revival--AFGTAH (p. 327) 
Contributing structure. West wing is possibly later addition. 

Biographical references: Mrs. Anna Zinn was elected V.P. of Altrusa Club in 
1933. (WMU. Regional History Collections. Russ Coller Collection. A-1911.) 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 

Current Address: 1503 Academy 
Former Address: none found 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1899 no structure with this address 
1909 " 
1910 " 
1921 Greene/nothing (AS-126) 
1922 Charles R. Greene no record 
1923 Greene / $7500 (AS-128) 
1924 " 
1925 " 
1939 " 
1952 " 
1956 vacant 
1957 Mrs. Chas. R. Greene 
1958 Mrs. Neva R. Greene 
1959 Edw. R Garrett 
1962 vacant 
1963 Edwin J. Hartman 
1980 " 
1990 vacant 
1993 Richard/Casey Gershon 



Property Data Sheet� 

Current street address: 1503 Academy Street 

Old tax number: 23828 
New (SBC) tax number: 175545-01 

Proposed historic name: Charles Greene House 

Construction date actual: 1922 

Construction materials roof: asphalt shingles 
exterior walls: 1st floor: face brick veneer 

2nd floor: stucco on frame 
foundation: concrete 

Original use: Single-family residence 

Current use: Single-family residence 

Architectural style! comments: Colonial Revival--AFGTAH (p. 326) 
Contributing structure. Siding joining two dormers on north roof were most 
likely later addition. City directory and tax assessment rolls confirm building 
date. 

Biographical references: Mr. Greene owned and operated three drug stores in 
Kalamazoo: one in Burdick Hotel, one at 5, Westnedge and Vine, and the third at 
Walnut and Davis. (WMU. Regional History Collections. Russ Coller Collection. 
A-1911.) 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 

Current Address: 1504 Academy 
Former Address: none found 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1899 no structure with this address 
1909 " 
1910 " 
1919 Chas. Johnson/$1200 

(AS-123) 
1920 Chas. Johnson/$4000 

(AS-125) 
1922 ~m. T. Lory 
1924 
1925 " 
1935 Cleo G. Fox 
1939 .. 
1942 Harold A Machin 
1943 Clyde Simson 
1945 " & Rich C. Ruffer 
1948 David S. Willis 
1952 vacant 
1953 G.M. Getman 
1956 Chas. AL. Ruhl 
1957 Harvey F. Bullard 
1958 Richard E. Fair 
1960 Helen F. Boylan 
1964 A Rodney Lenderink 



Property Data Sheet� 

Current street address: 1504 Academy Street 

Old tax number: 24200 
New (SBC) tax number: 177460 

Proposed historic name: Lory-Lenderink House 

Construction date actual: 1921 

Construction materials roof: Spanish mission tile 
exterior walls: face brick veneer 
foundation: concrete 

Original use: Single-family residence 

Current use: Single-family residence 

Architectural style1comments: Colonial Revival wi Italian Renaissance 
influence--AFGTAH (pp. 320/396.) 
Contributing structure. Unusual, hooded and tiled dormers. All 3 resources 
confirm building date. 

Biographical references: Second resident, Cleo Fox, served on board of 
Kalamazoo Symphony in 1932. (WMU. Regional History Collections. Russ 
Coller Collection. A-1911.) 

General Comments: Current owners, the Lenderinks, have resided here for 
almost 30 years. 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 

Current Address: 
Former Address: 

1509 Academy 
none found 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1899 
1924 
1925 
1935 
1939 
1945 
1957 
1962 
1966 
1967 
1993 

no structure at this address 

Frank B. Orcutt 
Mrs. Jesse R. Orcutt 

Robt. E. Krudner 
" 

vacant 
!:'irs. Mary A. Cain 

Orcutt/ nothing (AS-131) 
$7500 (AS-133) 



Property Data Sheet 
( 

Current street address: 1509 Academy Street 

Old tax number: 24190 
New (SBC) tax number: 177380 

Proposed historic name: Orcutt House 

Construction date tax rolls indicate: 1925 
assessor's card: 1923 
city directory: 1925 

Construction materials roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: wood shingle 
foundation: concrete block 

Original use: Single-family residence 

Current use: Single-family residence 

Architectural style/ comments: Colonial Revival (AFGTAH, p. 333.) 
Contributing structure. Original windows replaced. Unusual chimney (later 
addition7) placed on front facade. 

Biographical references: Mr. Orcutt's father, Colonel Benjamin F. Orcutt was 
one-time sheriff of Kalamazoo. Frank Orcutt was Assistant Postmaster (retired 
in 1932) and Vice President of Home Savings Bank. (WMU, Regional History 
Collections. Russ Coller Collection. A-191l.) 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 

Current Address: 1510 Academy� 
Former Address: none found� 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information� 

1899 no structure with this address� 
1925 "� 
1927 Frost/$2000 (AS-135)� 
1930 Frost/ $10,000 (AS-136)� 
1931 Alf F. Frost� 
1939 "� 
1942 John H. Penniman� 
1952� 
1958 Mrs. Ethel E. Penniman� 
1964 Robt. C. Kettunen 
1969 vacant 
1970 James Hammensway 
1972 vacant 
1973 !?avid G. Flagler 
1993 



Property Data Sheet� 

Current street address: 1510 Academy Street 

Old tax number: 24204 
New (SBC) tax number: 177500 

Proposed historic name: Frost-Penniman House 

Construction date� actual: 1930 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: face brick veneer 
foundation: concrete 

Original use:� Single-family residence 

Current use:� Single-family residence 

Architectural style/ comments: Colonial Revival (AFGTAH, p. 333.) 
Contributing structure. Original attic windows at west end replaced. All sources 
confirm building date. 

Biographical references: Mr. Frost died in 1940 as the city's oldest attorney. Was 
trained as a teacher, and then attended law school at U of M. He later specialized 
in criminal law, and was originally a partner in Jaw firm of Irish, Knappen and 
Frost. Served two terms as Kalamazoo County prosecuting attorney. (WMU, 
Regional History Collections. Russ Coller Collection. A-1911) 

General Comments: Did not search for information pertaining to Mr. Penniman, 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 

Current address: 1515 Academy 
Former Address: none found 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1899 no structure with this address 
1922 S. Rosenbaurn/$1000 

(AS-127) 
1923 S. Rosenbaurn/$8000 

(AS-129) 
1925 Samuel J. Rosenbaum 
1939 " 
1952 " 
1960 no return 
1962 Samuel J. Rosenbaum 
1971 WilJisSpaman 
1975 " 
1980 James F. Holtgrieve 
1993 " 



Property Data Sheet� 

Current street address: 1515 Academy Street 

Old tax number: 24188 
New (SBC) tax number: 177360 

Proposed historic name: Samuel Rosenbaum House 

Construction date� actual: 1923 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: face brick veneer 
foundation: concrete 

Original use:� Single-family residence 

Current use:� Single-family residence 

Architectural style/ comments: Colonial Revival (AFGTAH, p. 323.) 
Contributing structure. Nice fanlight details maintained over front entry. All 
sources confirm building date. 

Biographical references: Samuel Rosenbaum, (believed died in 1903, leaving four 
sons) founder of company now known as Kazoo, Inc. may be father of this 
Samuel Rosembaum. (WMU, Regional History Collections. Russ Coller 
Collection. A-1911) Time did not permit further investigation. 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 

Current Address: 
Former Address: 

1521 Academy 
none found 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1899 
1922 
1923 
1925 
1962 
1970 
1990 
1993 

no structure with this address 

Ligouri A. O'Toole 
" 

~s. Mary F. O'Toole 

Donald OToole 

O'Too!e!$lOOO (AS-127) 
O'Toole!$6500 (AS-129) 



Property Data Sheet� 

Current street address: 1521 Academy Street 

Old tax number: 24186 
New (SBC) tax number: 177340 

Proposed historic name: OToole House 

Construction date� actual: 1922 

Construction materials� roof: asbestos shingle 
exterior walls: face brick veneer 
foundation: concrete / concrete block 

Original use:� Single-family residence� 

Current use:� Single-family residence� 

Architectural style / comments: Tudor (AFGTAH, p. 355.)� 
Contributing structure. Appears all original elements have been retained. All� 
sources confirm building date.� 

Biographical references: Mr. O'Toole was owner, and later Director of� 
Kalamazoo Rendering Corp. (Obituary, Kalamazoo Gazette 29 November 1969,� 
13.) 

General Comments: This home has been continuously occupied by members of 
the OToole family since it was built. 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 

Current Address: 1525 Academy 
Former Address: none found 

Ycar Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1899 no structure with tltis address 
1919 Kate Wheeler / $800 

(A5-123) 
1929 Norbert & Mary Wheeler / 

$1500 (AS-136) 
1929 " 
1931 vacant 
1939 .. 
1947 
1948 :renry Albert 
1950 
1952 John W. Porter 
1962 " 
1966 Daniel M. Ryan 
1993 

Notes: Deed search in City Assessor's office determined Wheeler family held 
deed at time house was built. Daniel Ryan was long-time editor of Kalamazoo 
Gazette 



Property Data Sheet� 

Current street address: 1525 Academy Street 

Old tax number: 24184 
New (SBC) tax number: 177320 

Proposed historic name: Daniel & Annie Ryan House 

Construction date� tax rolls indicate: not determined 
assessor's card: 1929 
city directory: 1931 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: face brick veneer 
foundation: concrete 

Original use:� Single-family residence 

Current use:� Single-family residence 

Architectural style/ comments: Colonial Revival, (AFGTAH, p. 327.) 
Contributing structure. North-facing, main-floor windows replaced. Bays may 
have been re-model also. (Assessor's card indicates re-model done in 1949.) 
Nice detail remains on north-facing dormers. Building date unclear, neighbors 
indicate that house was built by professional builder, who mayor may not have 
"finished it." It is not known at this time if he actually lived there or not. 

Biographical references: Because house showed in city directory as "Vacant" 
between 1931 and 1947, there were no names with which to mount a 
biographical search. Mr. Ryan probably spent lots of time in this neighborhood 
as a child, his mother's family had a home on Bulkley St. (His mother's name 
was Blanche Harrigan Ryan.) Dan Ryan was long-time editor of Kalamazoo 
Gazette, and served as Trustee at Kalamazoo College. He retired in the 1980's. 

rJ? I 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 

Current Address: 1531 Academy 
Former Address: none found 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1899 no structure with this address 
1929 Jas. T. Murray 
1962 " 
1968 Mrs. Florence C. Murray 
1970 " 

1980 Steph. 1. Fisher 
1985 Scott D. Larson 

Notes: Prior research done on this horne for 1986 homes tour indicates 
construction date of 1926. Tax assessment search not done on this property. 



Property Data Sheet 
( 

Current street address:� 1531 Academy Street 

Old tax number: 24182 
New (SBC) tax number: 177300 

Proposed historic name: James Murray House 

Construction date� actual: 1926 

Construction materials� roof: wood shingle 
exterior wal1s: common brick veneer 
foundation: concrete 

Original use:� Single-family residence� 

Current use:� Single-family residence� 

Architectural style/ comments: Tudor or Tudor Revival.� 
Contributing structure. Earlier research confirms building date. Recent re�
roofing duplicated original materials: wood shingles and copper gutters and� 
flashing.� 

Biographical references: Mr. Murray was owner and Chairman of the Board of� 
Kalamazoo Label Company. Also founder of Kalamazoo Farm Club. (Obituary,� 
Kalamazoo Gazette 28 March 1968, pp. 41, 48.)� 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 1550 Academy 
Former Address: none found 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1899 no structure with this address 
1926 Adams/ nothing (AS-l34) 
1927 Adams/$10,000 (A5-135) 
1931 Dr. Ross U. Adams 
1945 Mrs. Grace D. Adams 
1947 Edwin G. Gernrich 
1962 " 
1964 no return 
1965 Francis Hamilton 
1979 " 
1980 no return 
1985 Bruce W. Martin 
1993 " 

Notes: E. Gemrich long-time Kalamazoo attorney; F. Hamilton former Mayor; 
Bruce Martin former city commissioner. 



Property Data Sheet 
( 

Current street address: 1550 Academy Street 

Old tax number: 24252 
New (SBC) tax number: 177940 

Proposed historic name: Ross Adams House 

Construction date tax rolls indicate: 1927 
assessor's card: states "39" 
city directory: 1931 

Construction materials roof: asphalt shingles 
exterior walls: face brick veneer 
foundation: concrete 

Original use: Single-family residence 

Current use: Single-family residence 

Architectural style/comments: Colonial Revival (AFGTAH. p. 331.) 
Contributing structure. Wings on both east and west ends appear to be original, 
as do windows and shutters. Nice detail at front entry with latticed cover and 
both fan and Side-lights. This home backs up in to planned recreation area, now 
known as the Henderson Tot Lot. 

Biographical references: Dr. Ross Adams served for a period of time as County 
Physician. (WMU, Regional History Collections. Russ Coller Collection. A-19ll) 
Later occupant, Mr. Gcmrich, was K-College Alumnus and founding partner of 
Gemrich-Moser law firm. (Obituary, Kalamazoo Gazette 10 April 1987, B-1.) 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 1552 Academy
 
Former Address: none found
 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1899 no structure with this address 
1956 1. Nichols/ $1400 (AS-174) 
1957 1. Nichols/$4600 (AS-175) 
1972 Mrs. Esther G. Nichols 
1980 ..
 
1985 Edw. Wilbur
 
1990 vacant
 
1993 Lori Hoeksema
 

Notes: Deed search in City Assessor·s office indicated Leon Nichols was deed 
holder of this property. 



Property Data Sheet ( 

Current street address:	 1552 Academy Street 

Old tax number: 24250 
New (SBC) tax number: 177920 

Proposed historic name:	 Leon & Esther Nichols House 

Construction date	 actual: 1956 

Construction materials	 roof: asphalt shingles 
exterior walls: face brick veneer 
foundation: concrete block 

Original use:	 Single-family residence
 

Current use:	 Single-family residence
 

Architectural style / comments: Modern.
 
"lon-contributing structure. All sources confirm building date. This home backs
 
up in to planned recreation area, now known as the Henderson Tot Lot.
 

Biographical references: Not investigated.
 

, .\ 
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Murray House 
1531 Academy 

(Tudor 10 26) 

0-,L'11ers: Mr. ann l....1rs. Stepcl1 Fisher 

James and :-'Iary ~1urray built this Tudor style house in 1926 
using the local architectua! finn of Billingham and Cobb. Later a 
carriage house was added on the back of the :-'1urray's property 
facing South Street. This was used for servant's quarters. The 
beautifully landscaped lot included a large rock garden, a summer 
pool and grape arbor which was maintained by a fuJI-time gar
Je~er. James :-'1urray, a native 01 Kalamazoo, was president of 

r-' Kala~azoo Label Company. 

.-\iter the death of :-'1rs. \lurray in 1°70 the property was 
dj'.-ided and sold at auction. \1r. and \lrs. Sle\'en Fisher purchased 
,he h,-use and another buyer obtained the carriage house. The 
original furniture Isas sold at the auction, Jnd the Fishers have 
:urnished the house with furni~ure rrom their families. Typical of 
~hl' Tudor style are the leaJed glass "'lndows and the stone fire
pbce. 

ll
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 1554 Academy� 
Former Address: none found� 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1899 no structure with this address 
1925 Gerow / nothing (AS-132) 
1926 Gerow / $7800 (AS-134) 
1931 ~ynn C. Gerow 
1943 
1947 Fred Beeler 
1950 Thos. A. McKinley 
1980 " 
1985 David G. Sprague 
1990 " 
1993 " 

·7 



Property Data Sheet ( 

Current street address: 1554 Academy Street 

Old tax number: 24248 
New (SBC) tax number: 177900-01 

Proposed historic name: Wynn Gerow House 

Construction date tax rolls indicate: 1926 
assessor's card: 1923 
city directory: 1931 

Construction materials roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: wood lap, now aluminum 
foundation: concrete 

Original use: Single-family residence 

Current use: Single-family residence 

Architectural style/ comments: Colonial Revival, (AFGTAH, p. 320.) 
Contributing structure. Original fan and side-lights retained. This home backs 
up in to planned recreation area, now known as the Henderson Tot Lot. 

Biographical references: None found. 



( 
City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 

Current Address: 1616 Academy 
Former Address: none found 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1899 
1929 

1930 

1931 
1962 
1970 
1980 
1985 
1993 

no structure with this address 

W. Custer Hammond 
" 

Mrs. Florence A. Hammond 
~teve & Lynn Tarranella 

Hammond/$1200 
(AS-l35) 
Hammond/$1200 
(AS-137) 
$9500 (AS-l38) 

, .� 



Property Data Sheet
( 

Current street address: 1616 Academy Street 

Old tax number: 24244 
New (SBC) tax number: 177880 

Proposed historic name: W. Custer Hammond House 

Construction date actual: 1930 

Construction materials roof: asphalt shingles 
exterior walls: common brick veneer 

stucco on frame 
foundation: concrete/ concrete block 

Original use: Single-family residence� 

Current use: Single-family residence� 

Architectural style/ comments: Tudor, (AFGTAH, p. 357.)� 
Contributing structure. Front facade has decorative brick work and nice bay� 
window treatment. All sources confirm building date. This home backs up in to� 
planned recreation area, now known as the Henderson Tot Lot.� 

Biographical references: W.e. Hammond bought William E. Hill Company and� 
changed name to Hammond Machinery, apprOXimately 1926. (WMU, Regional� 
History Collections. Russ Coller Collection. A-1911)� 
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City Directory SearchITax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 1624-26 Academy 
Former Address: none found 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1899 no structure withthis address 
1947 " 
1950 Hargie/$1400 (A5-166) 
1951 Westlake/$8200 (AS-167) 
1952 Mrs. Flora Westlake 
1959 vacant 
1961 Mrs. Flora Westlake & Carl Paul 
1962 " 
1964 Mrs. Flora Westlake 
1965 MaxB.Dodds 
1972 Cynthia Addison & Richard VanderWeyden 
1973 Cynthia Addison 
1975 " & Thomas Kilbourn 
1980 vacant 
1990 no return 
1993 nolverified 

Notes: Deed search in City Assessor's office indicated that property was owned 
by Mr. Hargie. 



( 

Current street address:� 

Old tax number:� 
New (SBC) tax number:� 

Proposed historic name:� 

Construction date� 

Construction materials� 

Original use: 

Current use: 

Property Data Sheet� 

actual:� 

roof:� 
exterior walls:� 
foundation:� 

1624-26 Academy Street 

24240 
177840 

Flora Westlake House 

1950 

tar & gravel 
stucco 
concrete slab 

Double-family residence 

Double-family residence 

Architectural style/ comments: Modern duplex. 
Non-contributing structure. This home backs up in to planned recreation area, 
now known as the Henderson Tot Lot. 

Biographical references: Not investigated. 

13 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 121 Arbor 
Former Address: none found 

Year Occupant 

1909 no structure at this address 
1910 
1911 Clarence Winn 
1915 Mrs. Francis B. Rogers 
1934 
1937 Esca. B. Rogers 
1945 Robt. B. Rogers 
1970 " 

1975 Mrs. Leona 1. Helling 
1980 
1985 vacant 
1990 no return 
1992 Scott Koggle 

Tax Roll Information 

C. Winn/$300 (AS-HJ8) 
C. Winn/$1300 (AS-lIO) 



Property Data Sheet 
( 

Current street address:� 121 Arbor Street 

Old tax number: 24150 
New (SBC) tax number: 177060 

Proposed historic name: Rogers House 

Construction date� actual: 1910 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingles 
exterior walls: wood lap siding 
foundation: stone 

Original use;� Single-family residence 

Current use:� Single-family residence 

Architectural style / comments: Queen Anne, (AFGTAH, p. 275-6.) 
Contributing structure. All sources confirm building date. 

Biographical references: Esca Rogers, second Rogers family member to own 
home (after her mother and father), was teacher and principal in Kalamazoo 
Public Schools. She taught at Lincoln School, and was principal at West Main 
School. (Obituary, Kalamazoo Gazette 27 March 1967, Sect. 2, p. 25.) 

General Comments: This property appears to have been occupied by at least 
two, and possibly three generations of the Rogers family. 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information ( 
Current Address: 115 Bulkley (a.k.a. "Buckley") Current owner is 
Former Address: 119 Buckley Kalamazoo College 

Yea r Occupant --"T.!!cax~R~ol'Ll_"Inf~o~rm~at"'io"'n"__ 

1899 no structure with this address 
1912 " Johnson/nothing (AS-112) 
1919 Floyd B. Johnson (119) Johnson/ nothing (AS-123) 
1920 Johnson/ $5500 (AS-124) 
1922 " 
1924 ~arper C. Maybee (115)� 
1943� 
1945 Harlan P. Christy� 
1950 "� 
1952 Otto Yntema� 
1971 "� 
1972 Nelson Morris� 
1973 T. Jefferson Srni th� 
1990� 
1992 Karl Fugate� 



Property Data Sheet
( 

Current street address: 115 Bulkley Street 

Old tax number: 47522 
New (SBC) tax number: 300840 

Proposed historic name: Harper Maybee House 

Construction date actual: 1920 

Construction materials roof: asphalt shingles 
exterior walls: face brick veneer 

wood shingle 
foundation: concrete 

Original use: Single-family residence 

Current use: Single-family residence 

Architectural style! comments: Dutch Colonial Revival, (AFGTAH, p. 336.) 
Contributing structure. All sources confirm building date. 

Biographical references: Harper Maybee headed music department at WMU for 
33 years. Maybee Hall (built c. 1940, demolished 1988) was named after him. He 
was also active in the Kalamazoo Symphony. (Western Michigan College NEWS 
Magazine for May. Spring Quarter, 1949. Volume 7, No.3.) 

r?'"' 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 118 Bulkley (a.k.a. "Buckley") 
Former Address: none found 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1899 no structure with this address 
1908 " Otis / $500 (AS-107) 
1909 " Otis/$2400 (AS-108) 
1910 Walter L. Otis 
1912 " 
1924 " 
1925 " 
1939 " 
1950 Millard S. Roberts 
1975 " 
1976 Clair F. Meyers 
1982 " 
1983 Wm. L. Leonard 
1990 " 



Property Data Sheet ( 

Current street address:� 118 Bulkley Street 

Old tax number: 24134 
New (SBC) tax number: 176880 

Proposed historic name: Walter Otis House 

Construction date� actual: 1908 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: stucco on frame 
foundation: concrete 

Original use:� Single-family residence 

Current use:� Single-family residence 

Architectural style! comments: Prairie, (AFGTAH, p. 445; HSAAG, p. 78.) 
Contributing structure. All sources confirm building date. 

Biographical references: Mr. Otis is listed in the 1947 City Directory as V.P. of 
Industrial State Bank. He served on a number of boards, including Sutherland 
Paper Co. and Citizen's Mutual Fire Insurance Co. (WMU. Regional History 
Collections. Ross Coller Collection. A-1911.) 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 121 Bulkley (a.k.a. "Buckley") 
Former Address: none found 

Year Occupant 

1899 Geo. Lemon 
1908 " 
1912 
1909 " 
1914 " 
1915 Ellsworth Lemon 
1917 no entry 
1922 Floyd B. Johnson 
1923 
1934 
1937 Dorrance L. Goodrich 
1950 " 
1952 Mrs. Nora L. Goodrich 
1965 " 
1966 ~eroy DeNooyer 
1968 
1969 James W. Smith 
1971 
1972 Robt. D. Dewey 
1984 " 
1985 " 
1986 Rodger Parczyk 
1990 " 

Tax Roll Information 

Lemon/ nothing (AS-1 06) 
" 

$2000 (AS-127)� 
Johnson/ $10,000 (AS-129)� 



Property Data Sheet ( 

Current street address:� 121 Bulkley Street 

Old tax number: 47498 
New (SBC) tax number: 300660 

Proposed historic name: Johnson-Goodrich House 

Construction date� actual: 1923 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: face brick veneer 
foundation: concrete 

Original use:� Single-family residence 

Current use:� Single-family residence 

Architectural style/ comments: Colonial Revival, (AFGTAH, p. 333.) 
Contributing structure. All sources confirm building date. Front entry has 
recently had columns installed (or re-installed, perhaps after originals were 
removed?) to support entry hood. 

Biographical references: Mr. Johnson is listed in 1923 City Directory as President 
of Johnson-Howard Lumber Co. Did not attempt biographical search on 
Goodrich. 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 124 Bulkley (a.k.a. "Buckley") 
Former Address: 126 Buckley 
Former Address: 12 Buckley 
Former Address: 8 Buckley 

Year 

1864 
1865 
1866 
1867 
1869 
1870 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1894 

1896 
1897 
1901 
1904 
1905 
1907 
1910 
1912 
1913 
1915 
1916 
1922 
1926 
1937 
1942 
1947 
1950 
1986 
1987 
1989 

Occupant 

Randall Drake (8 Buckley) 
Randall Drake (12 Buckley) 

Randall Drake (12 Buckley) 

not found 

Chas. W. King (126) 

EdgarT. Marsh (l26)� 
Wm. L. LaCrone (126)� 
!:'1rs. Nellie Thompson (126)� 

Peter D. Robinson (126)� 
"� 
"� 
Charles M. Bush (126)� 

Ios. E. Brown (126)� 
" (124)� 

Mrs. Grace G. Upjohn� 
Richd. U. Light, M.D.� 
las. F. Buckley� 
~lara H. Buckley� 

Herbert W. Mais� 

Tax Rolllnformation'-'__ 

Southard/ $250 (He)' 
Southard / $250 (He) 
Drake/$425 (He) 

$450 (He) 
Drake/$650 
$650 
Drake/$650 

" $850� 
" $400� 

$400� 
" $400� 
" $800� 
" $750� 
" $800� 
" $800� 
" $800� 

Emily Rice/ $700 
(HC-Ward 2 Book) 

King/nothing (AS-l01-03) 

$1000 (AS-lOS) 

$1400 (AS-112) 
$3200 (As-l13) 
$7000 (AS-116) 
$9000 (AS-l17) 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information (continued)
( 

Current Address: 124 Bulkley (a.k.a. "Buckley")� 
Former Address: 126 Buckley� 
Former Address: 12 Buckley� 
Former Address: 8 Buckley� 

Abstract Notes:� 
Warranty Deed: from Amos Brownson (by attorney Sheldon) to James A.B.� 
Stone� 
dated 15 December 1851� 
Plat entry: James Taylor, Wm. 1. Eaton, J.A.B. Stone, Sarnl. W. Dunning,� 
Proprietors� 
dated 11 December 1852� 
Warranty Deed: from James A.B. Stone to Calvin Benedict� 
dated 6 April 1858� 
Warranty Deed: from Calvin Benedict to Mary 1. Southard� 
dated 7 April 1865� 
Warranty Deed; from Mary 1. Southard to Randall Drake� 
dated 1 January 1868� 
(entries continue from this point, although not noted here)� 

Other Notes: 1908 tax assessment shows property from Thompson to Robinson� 
Univ. Add., lot 31 & N22 ft, of lot 30, Exc. N 44 ft. of W8R of Lot 31 (l000.) (Box� 
AS-10?).� 
1909 shows Thompson with S22 ft. of W8R of 31 & N22 ft. of W8R of 30 (200.)� 
(Box AS-108) Also shows Robertson with property same description as� 
Thompson to Robinson in 1908 (1000.) (Box AS-108).� 
1910 shows Thompson with same property as 1909 (now 1200.) (Box AS-109).� 
Robertson with same property as in Thompson to Robertson in 1908 (now 1200.)� 
Box AS-109).� 
1912 shows nothing for Thompson. Robertson with same property as in� 
Thompson to Robertson in 1908 (now 1400.) (Box AS-ll2)� 

'HC = hard copy 



Property Data Sheet
( 

Current street address: 124 Bulkley Street 

Old tax number: 47554 
New (SBC) tax number: 301120 

Proposed historic name: Randall Drake House 

Construction date tax rolls indicate: 1866 
assessor's card: 1895 
city directory: 1867 (first year published) 

Construction materials roof: asphalt shingles 
exterior walls: wood lap siding/l /2" stucco 
foundation: concrete / stone 

Original use: single-family residence 

Current use: single-family residence 

Architectural style/ comments: Combination: Gabled Front & Wing,� 
(AFGTAH, p. 88), Folk-National and Colonial Revival, (depending on your angle� 
of view.)� 
Contributing structure.� 

Biographical references: This property has had quite a history. Land originally� 
owned by Mr. & Mrs. James Taylor (as was much in this area.) Randall Drake� 
appears to be first homeowner here.� 
Mr. King is listed in 1897 City Directory at a stenographer.� 
No research done on Marsh, LaCrone or Thompson.� 
p.o. Robertson was principle in Kalamazoo Corset Co. 
Charles Bush was head of Michigan Central RR office in Kalamazoo and then 
worked for his father-in-law, D.O. Streeter, who was a RR contractor. (Note 
indicated that he built home on Bulkley SI., but more likely he made extensive 
renovations, as house has indications of being re-modeled and added to over 
years.) 



Joseph Brown was industrialist, president of several firms, including Reed 
Foundry and Machine and Kalamazoo Trading Company. He also served as 
V.P. Kalamazoo Railway Supply, Bryant Paper Co. and the Park-American Hotel� 
Co. He was also nephew of Georgia Governor Joseph Emerson Brown. He and� 
his wife, Constance Reed Brown, were supporters of the Kalamazoo Symphony,� 
and had traveled to almost every country in the world.� 
Other later owners, Upjohn, Light and Buckley were also well-known names in� 
the city.� 

General Comments: There is evidence in the city tax assessment rolls indicating 
a devaluation of this property, (perhaps to due fire?) in 1876 and for several 
years afterward. However, it does not fall to original value of pre-1865 and 
assume that it required only partial rebuilding. Fire logs were not checked. A 
structure on this site is first seen in the Illustrated Atlas of 1873-90. 





City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information
( 

Current Address: 129 Bulkley (a.k.a. "Buckley") Current owner is 
Former Address: none found Kalamazoo College 

Year Occupant� Tax Roll Information 

1899 no structure with this address� no assessment rolls 
available 1899-1906 

1907 Beimer/ $800 (AS-l 05) 
1908 Beimer/$900 (AS-I06) 
1909 
1910 Yetsie Beimer Beimer/$900 (AS-I07) 
1912 Beimer/ $900 (AS-Ill) 
1966 Mrs. Orra C. Beimer 
1967 vacant 
1968 Steph. C. Hankins 
1970 no entry 
1972 Mrs. Constance Strong 
1973 Warren L. Board 
1975 Henry D. Cohen 
1977 Rob!. W. Ripley 
1983 Mrs. Jane 1. Ripley 
1984 vacant 
1985 Mark Rosenbaum 
1990 " 
1993 Rob!. R. & Jennifer Townsend 

Abstract Notes: Deed: E.E. Davis to Beimers 1112, liber 128, pg. 85 dated 25 March 
1905. 

Other Notes: Assessment description reads: Univ. Add./Davis Sub. Lot 118. 
Believe K-College bought this property in 1966-67. 



Property Data Sheet ( 

Current street address:� 129 Bulkley Street 

47496 
New (SBC) tax number: 300640 
Old tax number: 

Proposed historic name:� Yetsie Beimer House 

Construction date� actual: 
estimated: 1905 

Construction materials roof: asphalt shingles 
exterior walls: lap siding, now aluminum 

common brick veneer 
foundation: concrete block 

Original use:� Single-family residence� 

Current use:� Single-family residence/ rental� 

Architectural style / comments: Dutch Colonial Revival w / cross gambrel,� 
(AFGTAH, p. 337.)� 
Contributing structure. Sources are incomplete: Assessor's card indicates 1905;� 
City Directory indicates 1910, 1906 tax assessment roll indicates value of $800, but� 
there is earlier gap, between 1899 & 1905, which makes it difficult to corroborate� 
evidence.� 

Biographical references: 1947 City Directory lists Mr. Beimer as President of� 
Beimer Printing Co.� 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 133 Bulkley (a.k.a. '"Buckley'"} Current owner is� 
Former Address: 137 Buckley Kalamazoo College� 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information� 

1899 no structure with this address� 
1909 "� 
1911 Dygert!$250 (AS-lIO)� 
1912 Geo. D. Dygert (137) $1300 (AS-Ill)� 
1913 Wm. L. Fitzgerald (137)� 
1915 Geo. G. Dygert (137)� 
1916 "� 
1917 Matthew E. Gipp (137)� 
1922 Nicholas M. Brisbois (137)� 
1924 John L. Carey (137)� 
1926 Geo. Dygert (133)� 
1927 Wm. A. Anderson� 
1929 Mrs. Helen Dygert� 
1931 vacant� 
1934 WilfridT. Webb� 
1937 Wm. J. Howard� 
1939 Hazen Dimo� 
1942 Rolfe J. Power� 
1948 "� 
1950 Jas. H. Fritz� 
1963� 
1964 Wen-Chao Chen� 
1980 "� 
1981 Dan Heekin� 
1983 Wayne Little� 
1984 Michl, D. Johnson� 
1990 "� 
1992 no return� 
1993 not verified� 

Notes: Chen was long-time professor and administrator at K-College, and was� 
involved in many civic affairs.� 
Property described in tax assessment rolls as: Univ. Add! Davis Sub-Div, lot #7.� 



Property Data Sheet� 

Current street address: 133 Bulkley Street 

Old tax number: 47494 
New (SBC) tax number: 300620 

Proposed historic name: George Dygert House 

Construction date� tax assessment: 1912 
assessor's card: 1933 
city directory: 1926 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: face brick veneer 
foundation: concrete 

Original use:� Single-family residence� 

Current use:� Single-family residence/ rental� 

Architectural style/ comments: Colonial Revival & Tudor. The basic shape of� 
the house is Colonial Revival (rectangle, with dormered roof), but a peak and� 
bay window are added to front facade.� 
Contributing structure.� 

Biographical references: Nothing found.� 

";: 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 136 Bulkley (a.k.a. "Buckley")� 
Former Address: none found� 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1912 Bush! nothing (AS-11 1) 
1923 Bush!$3500 (AS-128) 
1924 no structure with this address 
1925 Bush! $3500 (AS-132) 
1926 Chas. Bush $10,500 (AS-l34) 
1934 Fredk. C. Fischer 
1937 Mrs. Maude Beebe 
1945 " 
1947 Rev. Gordon A. Fowkes 
1950 " 
1953 Rev. Chas. E. Bennison 
1959 " 
1960 Rev. Jas. C. Holt 
1989 " 
1990 Louis Gluck 
1992 Carol Y. Gluck 
1993 Carl Y. Gluck 

Notes: This lot is separated from other lot & house where Bush lives earlier, (124 
Buckley) then he builds a house here. Description is: "Univ. Add. 515 ft of EI0R 
of (lot) 30, EI0R of (lot) 29, N 6 ft of EI0R of (lol) 28." 



( 

Current street address:� 

Old tax number:� 
New (SBC) tax number:� 

Proposed historic name:� 

Construction date� 

Construction materials� 

Original use: 

Current use: 

Property Data Sheet� 

tax rolls indicate: 
assessor's card: 
city directory: 

roof: 
exterior walls: 
foundation: 

136 Bulkley Street 

47550 
301100 

Bush-Holt House 

1926 
1920 
1926 

asphalt shingle 
wood shingle 
concrete / brick 

Single-family residence 

Single-family residence 

Architectural style/ comments: Colonial Revival, (AFGTAH, p. 331.) 
Contributing structure. 

Biographical references: Mr. Bush had earlier lived at 121 Bulkley. This house 
was owned by a local church for a period and used as a parsonage. 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 139 Bulkley (a.k.a. "Buckley") Current owner is 
Former Address: 141 Buckley Kalamazoo College 

y ear Occupl""'an"'t'-- ~ __..T_"a"'x_'R"'o"'lI'_'I...nf...o"'_'r'""m"'a"_'t"_'io-..n'--__ 

1910 no structure with this address 
1913 Tuttle/ (800.) (AS-114) 
1914 Tuttle/ (3200.) (AS-115) 
1915 E.M. Tuttle 
1925 " 
1939 " 
1950 Susie Tuttle 
1952 Lynn E. Tuckey 
1953 Geo. Krum 
1955 Chas. H. Krause 
1957 
1965 
1966 vacant 
1967 James Mandrell 
1975 
1976 Michael J. Kelley 
1979 James D. Warren 
1981 
1982 no return 
1983 !.ames B. Morrissey 
1984 
1985 Michael E. Low 
1993 " 

No~es: James Mandrell is former Admissions Director at Kalamazoo College. 
Beheve the college purchased the property in 1966. 



Property Data Sheet 
( 

Current street address:� 139 Bulkley Street 

Old tax number: 47492 
New (SBC) tax number: 300600 

Proposed historic name: Ernest Tuttle House 

Construction date� actual: 1913 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: lap siding, now aluminum 
foundation: concrete/ concrete block 

Original use:� Single-family residence� 

Current use:� Single-family residence/ rental� 

Architectural style/ comments: Foursquare Colonial Revival, (AFGTAH, p.� 
328.)� 
Contributing structure. All sources confirm building date.� 

Biographical references: Mr. Tuttle is listed in the City Directory as a machinist at� 
the Henderson-Ames Company.� 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 142 Bulkley (a.k.a. "Buckley") 
Former Address: none found 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1922 no structure at this address Thomas/$1500 (AS-128) 
1923 Thomas/ $5500 (AS-129) 
1924 Frank W. Thomas 
1926 ., 
1927 Clayton C. Palmer 
1929 ~athryn H. Baxter 
1964 
1965 vacant 
1966 H.D. Rowe 
1968 " 
1969 ~ert R. HYbels 
1983 
1984 Donald L. Cain 
1985 Nancy Cutbirth 
1993 " 

Notes: Kathryn Baxter was Supervisor of Music for Kalamazoo Public Schools. 



Property Data Sheet 
( 

Current street address:� 142 Bulkley Street 

Old tax number: 47542 
New (SBC) tax number: 301040 

Proposed historic name: Kathryn Baxter House 

Construction date� actual: 1923 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: wood lap siding 
foundation: concrete block 

Original use:� Single-family residence� 

Current use:� Single-family residence� 

Architectural stylet comments: Cross-gabled Craftsman Cottage or Bungalow,� 
(AFGTAH, p. 457.)� 
Contributing structure. All sources confirm building date. This Craftsman is� 
one of only about 5 or 6 examples in the entire neighborhood, and the only one� 
in this part of the neighborhood. South facade earlier altered to add kitchen bay� 
window.� 

Biographical references: Baxter was listed in 1930s City Directories as Supervisor� 
of Music for Kalamazoo Public Schools.� 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 143 Bulkley (a.k.a. "Buckley") 
Former Address: 145 Buckley 

Year 

1896 
1898 

1902 
1904 
1905 
1907 
1908 
1914 
1912 
1919 
1922 
1924 
1926 
1927 
1937 
1939 
1942 
1943 
1960 
1961 
1963 
1964 
1969 
1970 
1972 
1974 
1976 
1978 
1979 
1980 
1983 
1986 
1990 
1993 

Occupant 

Fred Hannon (145) 

" 
James S. Griffith 
Dudley M. Francisco 
" 

" 
" 
Wayne E. Dunston 
" 
Wayne E. Dunston (143) 
Dr. Rush McNair 
Chas. W. Richards 
Roy a Lampman 
Hoke Martin 
Harold Bills 
" 
Donald Prange 
" 
Conrad Hilberry 
" 
David Evans 
Rob!. Mason 
Clair F. Myers 
Myrna G. Sproul 
vacant 
Douglas Walterhouse 
Rob!. Roscheme 
David R. Norman 
Smith 
Elizabeth Smith 
" & Donna M. Williams 

Current owner is 
Kalamazoo College 

Tax Roll Information 

nothing-pages blurred 
1899-1906 no ci ty record s 

Francisco/$1000 (AS-106) 
Francisco/$2500 (AS-114) 

Notes: 1905 City Directory lists Mr. Francisco as a carpenter. 



Property Data Sheet 
( 

Current street address: 143 Bulkley Street 

Old tax number: 47490 
New (SBC) tax number: 300580 

Proposed historic name: Francisco-McNair House 

Construction date tax rolls indicate: gap in records prior to 
1906 

assessor's card: unclear entry 
city directory: 1896 

Construction materials roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: lap siding, now aluminum 
foundation: concrete / concrete block/ brick 

Original use: Single-family residence 

Current use: Single-family residence/ rental 

Architectural style / comments: Queen Anne (w / front-gabled ell), (AFGTAH,� 
p.274.)� 
Contributing structure. Difficult to determine building date, but Queen Anne fits� 
general time period.� 

Biographical references: Dudley Franciso is listed in early City Directories as a� 
carpenter. Later resident, Dr, Rush McNair, was first M.D. in SW Michigan to� 
perform an appendectomy, and also helped found both Bronson and Borgess� 
Hospitals. (Obituary, Kalamazoo Gazette 14 October 1944, Sect. 1, p. 1.) 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 148 Bulkley (a.k.a. "Buckley") 
Former Address: none found 

Year Occupant 

1924 no structure with this address 
1927 Dr. Francis J. Welsh 
1931 Mrs. Minnie Welsh 
1937 Lou. L. Sanders 
1942 Verne W. Williams 
1943 Rev. Paul S. Heath 
1945 Arthur A. McNaab 
1948 Wallace H. Davis 
1957 " 
1958 Douglas W. Peterson 
1968 " 
1969 Ceo. Baley 
1970 vacant 
1971 Paul J. Finchem 
1984 
1985 vacant 
1986 " 
1987 ~ouglas Hornnick 
1990 
1992 vacant 
1993 Harrington 

Tax Roll Information 

$12,000 (AS-141) 
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Property Data Sheet� 

Current street address: 148 Bulkley Street 

Old tax number: 47540 
New (SBC) tax number: 301020 

Proposed historic name: Francis Welsh House 

Construction date� actual: 1926 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: face brick veneer 
foundation: concrete block 

Original use:� Single-family residence� 

Current use:� Single-family residence� 

Architectural stylet comments: Tudor, (AFGTAH, p. 371.)� 
Contributing structure. Well-maintained resource. Home is sited well above� 
street on terraced lot. All sources confirm building date.� 

Biographical references: Dr. Welsh received degrees in both medicine and law� 
from University of Michigan, and was at one time either courted for or actually� 
served as Regent for that school. He practiced medicine in Kalamazoo for may� 
years. (WMU. Regional History Collections. Ross Coller Collection. A-1911.)� 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 

Current Address: 149 Bulkley (a.k.a. "Buckley") Current owner is 
Former Address: none found Kalamazoo College 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1910 no structure at this address 
1912 Herrick/ $250 (AS-l12) 
1914 Herrick/ $400 (AS-114) 
1915 ~enry A. Herrick $3300 (AS-116) 
1947 
1948 Mrs. Alta Robinson 
1950 Harold Beery 
1952 Geo. E. Kohrman 
1963 " 
1964 Wayne M. Wright 
1965 vacant 
1966 Stillman Bradfield 
1975 " 
1976 Rene Ballard 
1977 no return 
1978 James R. Prihoda 
1985 " 
1986 Senkows 

Notes: Property Description: Univ. Add./Davis Sub-Diy, Lot 4. Kalamazoo 
College probably bought in 1963 or 64. 



Property Data Sheet 

Current street address:� 149 Bulkley Street 

Old tax number:� 47488 
New (SBC) tax number:� 300560 

Proposed historic name:� Henry Herrick House 

Construction date� actual: 1914 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: stucco on frame 
foundation: concrete / concrete block 

Original use:� Single-family residence� 

Current use:� Single-family residence/ rental� 

Architectural style/ comments: Colonial Revival, foursquare, (AFGTAH, p.� 
328.)� 
Contributing structure. All sources confirm building date.� 

Biographical references: Mr. Herrick is listed in 1915 City Directory as Clerk for� 
Railway Mail Service.� 





City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 154 Bulkley (a.k.a. "Buckley") 
Former Address: none found 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1924 no structure with this address 
1926 " 
1927 Leo B. Harrigan 
1931 " 
1934 Alice J. Harrigan 
1943 ~mily Harrigan 
1950 
1953 Dell Herman 
1955 Chas. H. Herman 
1974 " 
1975 Steven Stone 
1978 " 
1979 Toni 1. Herrick 
1981 vacant 
1982 JohnJ. Miller 
1988 
1989 John 1. Juozevicius 
1990 " 
1993 " 

Notes: Construction date is 1927; confirmed by owner who has records. No tax 
assessment roll search done. 
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Property Data Sheet� 

Current street address: 154 Bulkley Street 

Old tax number: 47538 
New (SBC) tax number: 301000 

Proposed historic name: Leo and Alice Harrigan 
House 

Construction date� actual: 1927 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: face brick veneer 
foundation: concrete 

Original use:� Single-family residence 

Current use:� Single-family residence 

Architectural style I comments: Colonial Revival. 
Contributing structure. Building date confirmed by present owner who has 
building records. 

Biographical references: Mr. Harrigan was manager of Harrigan Coal Co. Mrs. 
Harrigan attended Kalamazoo College. (WMU. Regional History Collections. 
Ross Coller Collection. A-1911.) 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 157 Bulkley (a.k.a. "Buckley") Current owner is 
Former Address: 155 Buckley Kalamazoo College 

Year Occupant� Tax Roll Information 

1919 no structure at this address 
1922 Albert C. Wildermuth� $500 (AS-127) 
1923� Wildermuth/ $5500 

(AS-129) 
1924 Ralph R. Garrison 
1931 " 
1934 Thos.]. Manglos 
1937 Arthur E. Wollam 
1943 Syd.]. Isaac 
1948 Mabel Shimmel 
1970 " 
1971 Mabel Shimmel & Ethel Shimmel 
1980 " 
1981 Mabel Shimmel 
1985 
1986 no return 
1990 " 
1991 vacant 
1993 

Noles: Kalamazoo College probably purchased in early 1980's. Described in tax 
assessment rolls as: Univ. Add/Davis Sub-Div. Lot #3 
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Property Data Sheet 
( 

Current street address: 157 Bulkley Street 

Old tax number: 47486 
New (SBC) tax number: 300540 

Proposed historic name: Garrison-Shimmel House 

Construction date actual: 1923 

Construction materials roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: face brick veneer 

wood lap siding 
foundation: concrete 

Original use: Single-family residence 

Current use: Single-family residence / rental 

Architectural style/ comments: Dutch Colonial Revival, (HSAAG, p. 18.) 
Contributing structure. All sources confirm building date. Porch on south 
facade may be later addition. 

Biographical references: Mr. Garrison owned local news agency. Synopsis of a 
newspaper article written about him indicates that his estranged wife and her 
lover fell dead after having a "farewell" drink, just after Mr. Garrison had 
convinced Mrs. Garrison to return with him from Chicago to Kalamazoo. The 
poison was prussic acid. (WMU. Regional History Collections. Ross Coller 
Collection. A-1911.) 
The Shimmel family inhabited this house continuously from about 1948 until the 
mid-1980's. 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 158 Bulkley (a.k.a. "Buckley")� 
Former Address: none found� 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1937 no structure with this address� 
1939 Wm.]. Howard� 
1971� 
1972 vacant� 
1973 Gene E. Webb� 
1976� 
1977 Tom Buchanan� 
1979 David Strauss� 
1988 "� 
1989 vacant� 
1990 Peggy Michael (?)� 
1991 Paul & Gunilla Farber (?)� 
1993 "� 

Notes: Building permit on file lists construction date as 1938. Tax assessment roll 
search not conducted. 

Architect: Stone & Wagner� 
Builders: DeHaan & Sons� 



Property Data Sheet 
( 

Current street address: 158 Bulkley Street 

Old tax number: 47536 
New (SBC) tax number: 300980 

Proposed historic name: William Howard House 

Construction date actual: 1938 

Construction materials roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: wood lap siding 
foundation: concrete 

Original use: Single-family residence 

Current use: Single-family residence 

Architectural style! comments: Colonial Revival, (AFGTAH, p. 320.) 
Contributing structure. Unique and large connecting room which stretches 
between west main-house facade and garage--probably a later addition. Sited 
well above street level. Building pennit confirms building date. 

Biographical references: Mr. Howard was local attorney and founding partner of 
Howard & Howard law firm. (Obituary, Kalamazoo Gazette 24 March, 1993, B
7.) Also served on local draft board. (WMU. Regional History Collections. Ross 
Coller Collection. A-1911.) 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 

Current Address: 305 Burrows 
Former Address: 1515 W. South 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1924 
1926 
1929 
1931 
1934 
1937 
1957 
1060 
1965 
1992 

no listing for this structure 
Torance T. Phelps (1515 W. South) 
Rev. Torrance T. Phelps (305 Burrows) 

vacant 
Stirling H. Miller 
" 
" 
Howard R. Kerney 
" 

Phelps/ nothing (AS"131) 
$6500 (AS-133) 



Property Data Sheet ( 

Current street address: 305 Burrows Road 

Old tax number: 42618 
New (SBC) tax number: 278000 

Proposed historic name: Phelps-Kerney House 

Construction date tax rolls indicate: 1925 
assessor's card: 1923 
city directory: 1926 

Construction materials roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: wood lap siding 
foundation: concrete block 

Original use: Single-family residence 

Current use: Single-family residence 

Architectural style/ comments: Colonial Revival, (AFGTAH, p. 339.) 
Contributing structure. 

Biographical references: 1929 City Directory lists Rev. Phelps as Pastor, First 
Congregational Church. The Kemeys have resided here for approximately 30 
years. 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 310 Burrows 
Former Address: none found 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1937 no structure with this address 
1939 ~alph M. Ralston 
1950 
1955 John P. Bainbridge 
1960 Thos. J. Nealon 
1965 Sherrill Cleland 
1970 D. B. Leonardelli 
1992 " 

Notes: Building permit dated August, 1938 on file at City Hall. Did not conduct 
tax assessment roll search. Sherrill Cleland formerly at Kalamazoo College in 
either faculty or administrative position. 

Architect: C. Davis 
Builder: John DeKizer 



Property Data Sheet
( 

Current street address:� 310 Burrows Road 

Old tax number: 5282 
New (SBC) tax number: 037380 

Proposed historic name:� Ralston-Leonardelli House 

Construction date� actual: 1938 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: wood lap siding 
foundation: concrete block 

Original use:� Single-family residence 

Current use:� Single-family residence 

Architectural style! comments: Undetermined. Could not get close enough to 
structure to determine important architectural design elements. 

Biographical references: Mr. Ralston was city commissioner, county supervisor, 
K-College alumnus and trustee, V.P. Rex Paper, President of Board of Goodwill 
Industries, and owner Ralph M. Ralston Co. (Obituary, Kalamazoo Gazette 28 
February 1966.) The Leonardelli's have resided in this home for over 20 years. 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 320 Burrows
 
Former Address: Prospect (?)'
 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1917 no structure with this address 
1921 
1924 Eugene Pennell/$650o 

(AS-131) 
1926 Emmell Pennell (172 Prospect) 
1929 Emmell D. Pennell (320 Burrows) 
1931 ~ug. D. Pennell 
1934 
1942 Mrs. Ruth S. Pennell 
1945 Donald B. Doubleday 

& Mrs. Ruth S. Pennell
 
1950 Donald B. Doubleday
 
1960 "
 
1965 Donald C. Prange
 
1975 "
 
1980 Timothy F. Reineck
 
1992
 

Notes: The Pennell family apparently owned different properties within the 
neighborhood, either at the same or different times; this was not clear. This 
situation was further confused by the fact that: 'Burrows Road was earlier an 
extension of Prospect St., which now only runs N-S in the NW quadrant of the 
neighborhood. The 1924 assessment information above is however, correct, as 
the property description is the same as that on the assessor's card. (Henderson 
Park Revised & Environs, lots 209 & 210.) 



Property Data Sheet 
( 

Current street address:	 320 Burrows Road 

Old tax number: 5284 
New (SBC) tax number: 037400 

Proposed historic name:	 Pennell-Doubleday House 

Construction date	 actual: 1923 

Construction materials	 roof: asbestos shingle 
exterior walls: wood lap siding 
foundation: concrete 

Original use:	 Single-family residence
 

Current use:	 Single-family residence
 

Architectural style/ comments: Tudor.
 
Contributing structure. Although difficult to see through trees, the garage
 
helped resolve the same dilemma experienced at 310 Burrows.
 

Biographical references: Eugene Pennell began at WMU as Registrar, and
 
became head of Commercial Department in 1911. (Obituary, KalamazoQ
 
Gazette 5 June 1940, p. 1.)
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 114 Catherine Current owner is 
Former Address: 116 Catherine Kalamazoo College 

Year O."cc",u"lP~an~t _ Tax Roll Information 

1921 
1922 
1923 

Philip Bates 
Harry VVeimer 
" 

Bates/nothing (AS-125) 
no records 
$5500 (AS-127) 

1924 
1927 (now 114) 
1931 " 
1935 Rev. Thos.T. VViley 
1937 Ernest VV. Robinson 
1945 
1950 alto A.H. Meux 
1955 " 
1%0 Kenneth J. Matecki 
1975 " 
1985 vacant 
1990 ~elly Ducap 
1992 

Notes: Currently language house (dormitory for language students) for 
Kalamazoo College. Assessor's information card indicates "'46" under the 
construction date box. This is of no help, because is does not indicate when the 
card was completed. There were no deeds on file at City Hall for holders earlier 
than Mr. VVeimer. This house appears to be early 20th century in design. 



Property Data Sheet
( 

Current street address:	 114 Catherine Street 

Old tax number: 12736 
New (SBC) tax number: 089100 

Proposed historic name:	 Harry Weimer House 

Construction date	 actual: 
estimated: 1918 

Construction materials	 roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: stucco on frame 
foundation: concrete block 

Original use:	 Single-family residence 

Current use:	 Education-related housing 

Architectural style/ comments: Prairie, (AFGTAH, p. 443.) 
Contributing. Extensive re-modeling has been done on both interior and 
exterior, but essential elements remain. See "Notes" on City Directory 
Search/Tax Rolllnfonnation sheet for this property. 

Biographical references: Nothing found on Weimer. 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 116 Catherine Current owner is
 
Former Address: 118 Catherine Kalamazoo College
 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information
 

1899 no listing for this number (118)
 
1918 North/$4000 (AS-12l)
 
1921 H.L. North
 
1922 " /Obs C. Clark
 
1924 Julia Davis
 
1927 Lebel M. Wheeler (now 116)
 
1935 "
 
1939 John E. Kreilick
 
1945 "
 
1950 Harry P. Biljum
 
1955 Hubert F. Seaver Jr.
 
1960 Frank Ehlers & Sturgis Wolterink
 
1965 "student residence"
 
1980 ::2 apartments" (w/names)
 
1985
 
1990 "student housing"
 
1992 vacant
 

Notes: Currently language house (dormitory for language students) for 
Kalamazoo College. Like 114 Catherine street, the Assessor's information card 
merely stated '''46'' under the construction date box, but I believe that again, due 
to design, that an early 1900's date is fairly accurate. There were no deeds on file 
at City Hall for holders earlier than Mr. North. 



Property Data Sheet 
( 

Current street address:	 116 Catherine Street 

Old tax number: 12738 
New (SBC) tax number: 089120 

Proposed historic name:	 Hubert North House 

Construction date	 actual: 
estimated: 1915 

Construction materials	 roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: stucco on frame 
foundation: concrete I stone 

Original use:	 Single-family residence 

Current use:	 Education-related housing 

Architectural style I comments: Prairie, (AFGTAH, p. 443.)
 
Contributing structure. Major re-models have been done, but original design
 
elements remain. See "Notes" on City Directory Searchl Tax Roll Information
 
shee t for this property.
 

Biographical references: Nothing found on Mr. North. 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 1709 Greenlawn 
Former Address: 1625 Greenlawn 

Year Occupant _____~Tax Roll Information 

1925 no structure with this address Scotti nothing (AS·133) 
1929 " Roe/nothing (AS-136) 
1931 Allan B. Roe (1625) 
1950 " 
1955 Allan B. Roe (1709) 
1965 Mrs. Eliz. M. Roe 
1980 
1985 no return 
1990 " 
1992 " 

Notes: Deed search at City Hall indicated that a May Scott held the deed to this 
property for a number of years after it is to believed to have been built (by Mr. 
Roe), but the city directory does not show May Scott as an occupant. Tax 
assessment roll search did not corroborate her name as the tax-payer. Deed was 
transferred to the Roe family later. Assessor's information card indicates a 
building date of 1923. Now occupied by Mary Joyce Birdsall, daughter of Allan 
& Eliz. Roe. 



Property Data Sheet 
( 

1709 Greenlawn Avenue Current street address: 

none found 
New (SBC) tax number: 352600 
Old tax number: 

Proposed historic name:	 Allan Roe House 

Construction date	 actual: 
estimated: 1925 

Construction materials	 roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: wood lap siding 
foundation: concrete / stone 

Original use:	 Single-family residence 

Current use:	 Single-family residence 

Architectural style/ comments: Craftsman Bungalow, (AFGTAH, p. 455,) 
Contributing structure. Home in excellent condition. Dormered roof on east 
side may have been addition to original which probably appeared similar to 
roof's west flank. Sources differ widely as to actual building date, and deed 
search did not reveal original property owner. 

Biographical references: Mr, Roe is listed in the 1939 City Directory as a tile 
contractor. Current resident is M.J. Birdsall, daughter of Allan Roe. Reasonable 
assumption would be that the house has most likely been continuously occupied 
by members of same family since it's building. City directory lists no other 
names at this address from the lime Mr. Roe's first appears in 1931. 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 1403 Henderson 
Former Address: 1403 Grand Avenue South 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1907 Otto Schreager 
1909 Hall/nothing (AS-107) 
1910 Hall/$1800 (AS-109) 
1911 Dr. Norman B. Hall 
1929 
1937 Loy Norrix 
1939 vacant 
1942 vacant 
1945 Geo. B. Hamilton 
1950 Ralph M. Babbitt 
1965 Ralph M. Deal 
1975 Mrs. Jean M. Deal 
1980 Gail Lauzzana 
1992 no return 

Notes: Found no deeds at City Hall prior to Dr. Hall's. 



Property Data Sheet 
( 

Current street address:	 1403 Henderson Drive 

Old tax number: 24164 
New (SBC) tax number: 177160 

Proposed historic name:	 Norman Hall House 

Construction date	 actual: 
estimated: pre-1906 

Construction materials	 roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: wood lap siding 
foundation: concrete block 

Original use:	 Single-family residence 

Current use:	 Single-family residence 

Architectural style/ comments: Queen Anne, (AFGTAH. p. 277.) 
Contributing structure. Excellent condition. Building date not confirmed by 
sources. City directory shows nothing before 1907; Tax rolls showed earliest 
entry for Hall in 1910; Assessor's card indicated 1900. 

Biographical references: Time did not permit a biographical search on Dr. Hall. 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 

Current Address: 1409 Henderson
 
Former Address: 1411 Henderson (Grand Avenue South)
 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information
 

1902 (es) Bentley E. Pierce no city records
 

1904 Bentley E. Pierce (now 1411)
 ..1906 .. (now 1409)
 
1907 Pierce/ (1600.) (AS-l 05)
 
1911 Pierce/ (1600.) (AS-Ill)

1929 ..
 
1937 Howard H. Pore
 
1939 Horace R. Taggart
 
1942 Jas. A. Buckley
 
1950 Jas. O. Lawrence
 
1965 ..
 
1970 Michl. G. Burnett (Brunett?)
 
1975 Dason V. Slack Jr.
 
1980 Ronald A. Glancy
 
1990 no return
 
1993 ..
 

Notes: Property Description: Hen. Pk. Rev. Exc. S3R of Lot 57
 



Property Data Sheet 
( 

1409 Henderson Drive 

Old tax number: 24158 
New (SBC) tax number: 177100 

Proposed historic name: Bentley Pierce House 

Current street address: 

Construction date actual: 1900 

Construction materials roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: lap siding, brick & wood 

shingle 
foundation: stone 

Original use: Single-family residence 

Current use: Single-family residence 

Architectural style/ comments: Queen Anne, (AFGTAH, p. 264.) 
Contributing structure. All sources confirm building date. Current brick front 
entry was later addition, possibly after original front porch removed. 

Biographical references: Mr. Pierce was Secretary /Treasurer of Kalamazoo Cold 
Storage. (Obituary, Kalamazoo Gazette 12 February 1962, p. 19.) 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 1410 Henderson
 
Former Address: none found
 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information
 

1911 no structure with this address Worden/nothing (AS-111)
 
1915 Gilbert G. Worden $3500 (AS-117)
 
1965 "
 
1975 Mrs. Anne Lauver
 
1980 Albert Siska
 
1992 Mrs. Anne Lauver
 



( 

Current street address:
 

Old tax number:
 
New (SBC) tax number:
 

Proposed historic name:
 

Construction date
 

Construction materials
 

Original use: 

Current use: 

Property Data Sheet
 

actual:
 

roof:
 
exterior walls:
 
foundation:
 

1410 Henderson Drive 

24144 
177000 

Gilbert Worden House 

1915 

asphalt shingles 
lap siding, now aluminum 
concrete 

Single-family residence 

Single-family residence 

Architectural style/ comments: Queen Anne, (AFGTAH, p. 275-6.) 
Contributing structure. All sources confirm building date. 

Biographical references: Gilbert Worden listed in 1939 City Directory as a civil 
engmeer. 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 1415 Henderson
 
Former Address: none found
 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information __~ 

1917 E. Collins! $1200 (AS"1l9)
 
1919 no structure with this listing .. (AS-l2l)
 
1921 Dr. Ward E. Collins E. Collins! $6500 (AS-l2S)
 
1942 Mrs. Ethel 1. Collins
 
1950 Bernard J. Dowd
 
1965 "
 
1970 Ceo. S, Missias
 
1975 John M. Thompson
 
1980 J. Mark Thompson
 
1992 "
 



Property Data Sheet 
( 

Current street address:	 1415 Henderson Drive 

Old tax number: 23810 
New (SBC) tax number: 175400 

Proposed historic name: Collins-Thompson House 

Construction date	 actual: 1920 

Construction materials	 roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: wood lap siding 
foundation: concrete 

Original use:	 Single-family residence
 

Current use:	 Single-family residence
 

Architectural style/ comments: Unusual Colonial Revival with Craftsman
 
influence, (AFGTAH, p. 335.)
 
Contributing structure. All sources confirm building date. Unique east and west
 
winged dormers that give front facade a striking appearance.
 

Biographical references: Dr. Collins was a physician specializing in pediatric
 
medicine. Dr. Thompson (K-College faculty member) and his family have
 
resided here for approximately 20 years.
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 1421 Henderson
 
Former Address: 1423 Henderson (formerly Grand Avenue South)
 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information
 

1914 Maybee/nothing (AS-112)
 
1915 Harper C. Maybee (1423) $3500 (AS-116) 
1924 Jas. T. Murray 
1926 .. (now 1421) 
1929 Ray W. Harrington 
1937 vacant 
1939 Otto J. Kihrn 
1941 .. 
1955 Geo. 1. Brown 
1985 Lenore P. Brown 
1992 .. 

".I , 



Property Data Sheet 
( 

Current street address: 1421 Henderson Drive 

Old tax number: 23812 
New (SBC) tax number: 175420 

Proposed historic name: Kihm-Brown House 

Construction date tax rolls indicate: 1915 
assessor's card: 1910 
city directory: 1915 

Construction materials roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: wood shingle, now 

lap siding 
foundation: concrete 

Original use: Single-family residence 

Current use: Single-family residence 

Architectural style/ comments: Foursquare, (HSAAG, p. 108.) 
Non-contributing structure, Front facade too severely altered. 

Biographical references: Otto Kihm founded and owned Otto Kihm Tire 
Company. Members of the Brown family have resided in this home since the 
mid-1950's. 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 1427-29 Henderson� 
Former Address: 1503 Henderson (formerly Grand Avenue South)� 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information� 

1899 no structure with this address� 
1909 Chamberlin/ $300 (AS-I07)� 
1911 Wm. O. Chamberlin/Rudolf S. Light $3000 (AS-lIO)� 
1915 " /John O. Parker� 
1921 Sarnl. L. Graff/ Herman J. Friedman� 
1926 /Floyd O. Miller� 
1929 Mrs. Annette Graff/David L. VanDusen� 
1934 Mrs. Ruth V. Schumacher/ Elwin A. Mumford/� 

Earl Sterns/ Peter F. Schuur 
1939 Lucy Little / Pauline Raymond/ Peter Schuur / 

Hans P. Andersen 
1945 Lucy Little/Peter Schuur 
1950" /Mrs. Mary Shafer 
1960 Margt. E. Grieg/ Schwendener/ Lucile S. VanHorn 
1970 Barb. Garland/ A.D. Goedhart 
1980 Mrs. Naomi Dugan/Mark Dobbins 
1990 vacant 
1992 Jean L. Hawley 



( Property Data Sheet� 

Current street address; 
1427-29 Henderson Drive 

Old tax number: 24152
New (SBC) tax number; 177080 

Proposed historic name: William Chamberlin Apartments 

Construction date actual: 1911 

Construction materials roof: asphalt shingles 
exterior walls: stucco on frame 
foundation: concrete 

Original use: Duplex 

Current use: Multiple Dwelling - four units 

Architectural style/ comments: Italian Renaissance, (AFGTAH, p. 403.)� 
Architect: F.D. Van Volkenburg� 
Contributing structure. This building was originally built as two apartments,� 
with one on either side, each haVing main and second floors. It now has four� 
apartments, two on each floor. All sources confirm building date.� 

Biographical references: Nothing found.� 

,./.., 



(� 

..t: 
u 

~ 

0 
0.. 
<ll 

E 
<ll-<ll 

~ 

-.. 
t: 
<ll

...� 
.0 

f 
<ll 

..t: 
U 

0 

~ ..� 
::E :.., 

..... 
0 

:..,<J� 
U� '

./;: ...� 
:/. 

...�'" 
0:: 

-'-" 

./ 



(� 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current address: 1505 Henderson� 
Former Address: none found� 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1960 no listing 
1963 James 1. Niemi 
1975 Mrs. Irene Thompson 
1992 " /Mary Budesky (?) 

Notes: Building permit on file dated August 1961. 
Contractor: Harlan Neiderwininur 

2!r 



Property Data Sheet( 

Current street address:� 1505 Henderson Drive 

Old tax number: 24202 
New (SBC) tax number: 177480 

Proposed historic name: none proposed 

Construction date� actual: 1961 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: synthetic siding 
foundation: concrete 

Original use:� Single-family residence 

Current use:� Single-family residence 

Architectural styIe / comments: Modern Ranch. 
Non-contributing. Building Permit is dated August, 1961. 

Biographical references: No investigation done. 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 1518 Henderson 
Former Address: none found 

Year Occupant 

1921 no structure with this listing 
1923 
1924 Harry D. Firth 
1926 " 

1929 Benj. I. Rose 
1937 Albert J. Shirley 
1939 Dr. Albert B. Hodgeman 
1942 " 
1945 Francis I. Stites 
1965 gerald A. Boyack 
1992 

Tax Roll Information� 

Firth/$8000 (AS-129)� 



Property Data Sheet 
( 

Current street address:� 1518 Henderson Drive 

Old tax number: 24094 
New (SBC) tax number: 176500 

Proposed historic name: Rose-Hodgeman House 

Construction date� actual: 1922 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: wood lap siding 
foundation: concrete / brick 

Original use:� Single-family residence 

Current use:� Single-family residence 

Architectural style/ comments: Colonial Revival, (AFGTAH, P. 323.) 
Contributing structure. All sources confirm building date. 

Biographical references: Nothing found on Mr. Rose. Dr. Hodgeman was 
Kalamazoo physician that specialized in pediatric medicine. 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 1526 Henderson� 
Former Address: none found� 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1909 no structure with this address 
1911 Harry Edmands $1,100 (AS-111) 
1913 Edmands/$3500 (AS-112) 
1915 Luther A. Parker 
1917 no structure with this address 
1919 Elfred W. Johnson 
1921 Jerry R. Evans 
1924 David B. Williams 
1929 Clement P. Eckrich 
1942 " 
1950 J.e. "Neil" Coleman 
1955 Harry V. Berry 
1960 no return 
1970 Paul E. Collins 
1975 Mrs. Ruth M. Collins 
1992 " 

Notes: Mr. Eckrich is most likely member of Eckrich family, who owned meat 
company in Kalamazoo for many years. 



Property Data Sheet 
( 

Current street address: 1526 Henderson Drive 

Old tax number: 24096 
New (SBC) tax number: 176520 

Proposed historic name: Clement Eckrich House 

Construction date tax rolls indicate: 1913 
assessor's card: 1915 
city directory: 1911 

Construction materials roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: lap siding, now aluminum 
foundation: concrete/ concrete block 

Original use: Single-family residence 

Current use: Single-family residence 

Architectural style/ comments: Dutch Colonial Revival \"ith cross-gambrel 
roof, AFGTAH, p. 337.) Even though this home had been sided with aluminum, 
it appears to have retained its original distinctive details, including its hooded 
eves. 

Biographical references: Nothing found on Mr. Eckrich in time permitted, but 
believe he is related to Eckrich family that operated a successful meat-packing 
company in Kalamazoo for many years. 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 1530 Henderson� 
Former Address: none found� 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1921 no structure with this listing 
1924 Clare F. Stranahan $5000 (AS-l3l) 
1926 " 
1929 Elbert F. Meisterhelm 
1931 Fredk. Fisher 
1934 Louis Brown 
1965 " 
1975 Wm. W. Smother 
1980 Moo J. Cho 
1990 James Welch 
1992 " 

Notes: Mr. Stranahan owned other property in neighborhood before he built 
this home. This property description is: Lots 1 & 2, Exc. SEly wedge-shaped piece 
2 1/2 ft. on street, Ely wedge-shaped piece of 3 ftg. 20.8 ft. on Recreation Ct., Exc. 
Wly 66 ft. measured on street. 
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Property Data Sheet( 

Current street address: 1530 Henderson Drive 

Old tax number: 24262 
New (SBC) tax number: 178020 

Proposed historic name: Stranahan-Brown House 

Construction date tax rolls indicate: 1924 
assessor's card: 1910 
city directory: 1924 

Construction materials roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: 
foundation: 

lap siding, now aluminum 
concrete I stone 

Original use: Single-family residence 

Current use: Single-family residence 

Architectural stylel comments: Colonial Revival, (AFGTAH, p,322.) 
Contributing structure. This home is the first on Henderson which backs up to 
one of the planned parks in the Henderson Park area, now known as the 
"Henderson Tot Lot." 

Biographical references: No information found on Mr. Stranahan. Mr. Brown 
was owner of the City News Agency. (Obituary, Kalamazoo Gazette 27 January 
1991, H-18.) 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 

Current Address: 1532 Henderson 
Former Address: none. found 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1921 
1923 
1924 
1965 
1985 
1990 
1992 

no structure with this address 

Fred J. Stanley 
Mrs. Edna H. Stanley 
Mark A. Clipper 
Tom DeGroot 
" 

Stanley / nothing (AS-129) 
$6000 (AS-131) 
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Property Data Sheet 
( 

Current street address:� 1532 Henderson Drive 

Old tax number: 24260 
New (SBC) tax number: 178000 

Proposed historic name: Fred Stanley House 

Construction date� actual: 1923 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: wood lap siding 
foundation: concrete block/ brick 

Original use:� Single-family residence 

Current use:� Single-family residence 

Architectural stylet comments: Dutch Colonial Revival, (AFGTAH, p. 336.) 
Contributing structure. This home backs up to planned recreation area, now 
known as the Henderson Tot Lot. All sources confirm building date. 

Biographical references: Nothing found in time permitted. 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 1548 Henderson� 
Former Address: 1538 Henderson (formerly Grand Avenue South)� 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information� 

1912 Babbitt/nothing (AS J 111)� 
1914 Babbitt/ $3000 (AS-114)� 
1915 Ralph M. Babbitt� 
1942 "� 
1950 Evertt Hames� 
1960 GlennJ. Schau� 
1965 "� 
1970 Merle C. Hokenstad� 
1975 Thos. V. Vassil� 
1980 James V. Shannon� 
1985 Richd. A. Dalke� 
1992 "� 



Property Data Sheet ( 

1548 Henderson Drive 

Old tax number: 24256 
New (SBC) tax number: 177960 

Proposed historic name: Ralph Babbitt House 

Current street address: 

Construction date� actual: 1913 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: stucco on frame 
foundation: concrete 

Original use:� Single-family residence 

Current use:� Single-family residence 

Architectural style / comments: Prairie, (AFGTAH, p. 443.) 
Contributing structure. All sources confirm building date. It appears that the 
entry for this building was originally in the front, through the now enclosed 
front porch. Windows on front porch are of new design. Current entry is at the 
side. This home backs up to the planned recreation area now known as the 
Henderson Tot Lot. All sources confirm building date. 

Biographical references: Mr. Babbitt was founder and President of Babbitt 
Pattern Company. He was the founder and President of The Kalamazoo County 
Conservation Club and was publisher of Michigan out of Doors magazine. 
(Obituary, Kalamazoo Gazette 8 May 1972, B-9.) 



Property Data Sheet 
( 

Current street address: 1636 Henderson Drive 

Old tax number: 24232 
New (SBC) tax number: 177800 

Proposed historic name: Pyle-Sinclair House 

Construction date actual: 1923 

Construction materials roof: asphalt shingles 
exterior walls: wood lap siding 
foundation: concrete / brick 

Original use: Single-family residence 

Current use: Single-family residence 

Architectural style/ comments: Colonial Revival, (AFGTAH, p. 320.) 
Contributing structure. This horne backs up to planned recreation area now 
known as the Henderson Tot Lot. All sources confirm building date. 

Biographical references: Time did not permit investigation into either the Pyle or 
Sinclair families. However, it appears that two generations of Sinclairs have lived 
in this house, beginning in the early 1940's and continuing until the present. 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: Humphrey House (1200 Academy) Current owner is� 
Former Address: 140 Carmel (now Acker Lane) Kalamazoo College� 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information� 

1896 Herbert S. Humphrey� 
1909 "� 
1910 "� 
1913 C. Humphrey / $5000� 

(AS-113) 
1917 C. Humphrey/$4500 

(A5-119) 
1924 " $25,000 (AS-130) 
1945 Mrs. Constance M. Humphrey 
1955 " 
1960 "Boy's Dormitory, K-College" 
1970 " 
1975 no longer appears under this address 

Notes: Current house is believed to have been built in 1916-17, according to 
narrative done by local resident with Mr. Humphrey's daughter, Janet 
Humphrey Gauss. (Copy included here.) Land & house were left to Mrs. 
Humphrey by her father. Mr. & Mrs. Humphrey apparently tore down the old 
house and built the new one. City Assessor's information card indicates a 
building date of the current house is 1915. This is a case where the tax assessor's 
records do not jump in accordance with the new construction. Note that 
assessed value does not jump until 8-10 years after construction. 



Property Data Sheet ( 

Current street address:� Kalamazoo College 
(1200 Academy Street) 

Old tax number: 47426 
New (SBC) tax number: 300220 

Proposed historic name:� Humphrey House 

Construction date actual:� 1915-16 

Construction materials� roof: slate 
exterior walls: common solid brick 
foundation: concrete 

Original use:� Single-family residence� 

Current use:� Education-faculty offices� 

Architectural style/ comments: Tudor.� 
Contributing structure. Extensive remodelings for academic use have not� 
compromised exterior design details of this house� 

Biographical references: Mr. Humphrey announced in 1915 that "handsome new� 
home is nearly completed." (WMU. Regional History Collections. Ross Coller� 
Collection. A-1911.) Herbert Humphrey was wealthy local industrialist.� 
Founder of Humphrey Water Heater Company of Kalamazoo, which later� 
merged with Ruud Manufacturing. He was also officer and director of many� 
other Kalamazoo businesses, including Kalamazoo Loose Leaf Binder,� 
Kalamazoo RR Supply, Standard Paper and First National Bank. (Obituary,� 
Kalamazoo Gazette 11 November 1939, p. 1.)� 

General Comments: This property was deeded to Kalamazoo College by Mrs.� 
Humphrey, and has acted as both a dormitory and faculty offices. It is believed� 
to be the first steel-reinforced residence built in the city. Its present condition is� 
sad. The eves troughs are entirely missing on several sides, and multiple leaks in� 
the original slate roof are evidenced by peeling paint on second floor interior� 
ceilings. This is a valuable architectural resource, both to the college and to the� 
community, and its decline should be halted by immediate and extensive� 
conservation work. It is too fine an example to further threaten it with neglect.� 
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Property Data Sheet( 

1308 West Lovell Street Current street address: 

none issued / tax exempt Old tax number: 
"New (SBC) tax number:� 

Proposed historic name: Praeger Grove House� 

Construction date actual: 1927 

Construction materials roof: slate 
exterior walls: common brick 
foundation: concrete 

Original use: Education-faculty housing 

Current use: Education-student housing 

Architectural style/ comments: Colonial Revival, (AFGTAH, p. 331.) 
Contributing structure. This house, along with six others built surrounding 'The 
Grove" at Kalamazoo College, were constructed specifically for housing faculty 
and still serve that function to this day, with one exception. En mass, they have a 
unique design: each has two front entries. One is designed to face the street, and 
one faces the grove and the college. In addition, all four W. Lovell 51. residences 
are connected by pathways, some of which are partially covered. In one case, a 
small gazebo serves two functions: it is a gathering place for residents certainly, 
but it also provides a pleasing visual continuity between the homes. BUilding 
date is confirmed by documents in the Kalamazoo College Archives. 

Biographical references: Wm. Praeger was head of the Biology Department at 
Kalamazoo College. (Obituary Kalamazoo Gazette 14 March, 1975, D-S.) 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 1316 W. Lovell Property built & owned 
Former Address: 4 College Grove by Kalamazoo College 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1929 Chester S. Bernard (4 College Grove)� 
1931 Chas. T. Goodsell� 
1942 "� 
1945 Edw. B. Hinkley� 
1950 Evertt R. Shoon (1316 W. Lovell)� 
1955 Allen Buskirk� 
1970 Robt. D. Dewey� 
1975 Robt. E. Stauffer� 
1980 Gary Newton� 
1985 Joshua Muvurnba� 
1990 Gary S. Dorrien� 

Notes: No tax assessment information done on this property, it is tax-exempt. 



Property Data Sheet( 

1316 West Lovell Street Current street address: 

Old tax number:� none issued-tax exempt 
"New (SBC) tax number: 

Proposed historic name:� Goodsell-Dunbar Grove 
House 

Construction date actual:� 1927 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: common brick 
foundation: concrete 

Original use:� Education-faculty housing 

Current use:� Education-faculty housing 

Architectural style! comments: Colonial Revival, (AFGTAH, p. 331.) 
Contributing structure. This house, along with six others built surrounding 'The 
Grove" at Kalamazoo College, were constructed specifically for housing faculty and 
still serve that function to this day, with one exception. En mass, they have a unique 
design: each has two front entries. One is designed to face the street, and one faces 
the grove and the college. In addition, aU four W. Lovell SI. residences are 
connected by pathways, some of which are partially covered. In one case, a small 
gazebo serves two functions: it is a gathering place for residents, certainly, but it also 
provides a pleasing visual continuity between the homes. Building date is confirmed 
by photos and documents in the Kalamazoo College Archives. 

Biographical references: Charles Goodsell was head of History Department at� 
Kalamazoo College. He died of a heart attack in the Chapel, immediately after� 
delivering a Friday morning Chapel talk. (Obituary, Kalamazoo Gazette 25� 
November 1942, p. 1.) Willis Dunbar was not investigated, but believe he was� 
faculty member at both Kalamazoo College and WMU. Became well-known area� 
historian, publishing several books on Kalamazoo.� 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information ( 
Current Address: 1328 W. Lovell Property built & owned 
Former Address: 6 College Grove by Kalamazoo College 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1929 Ernest B. Harper (6 College Grove) 
1934 Robt F. Cornell 
1950 " (now 1328 W. Lovell) 
1955 Mrs. Louisa Cassidy 
1960 Richard Stavig 
1970 T. Jefferson Smith 
1975 Charles K. Cummings 
1980 Russell V. Kohr 
1985 Arnold C. Craig 
1990 Arthur S. Howard 

Notes: No tax assessment information done on this property, it is tax-exempt. 



Property Data Sheet( 

Current street address: 1328 West Lovell Street 

Old tax number: none issued-tax exempt 
New (5BC) tax number: " 

Proposed historic name: Cornell Grove House 

Construction date actual: 1927 

Construction materials roof: slate 
exterior walls: common brick 
foundation: concrete 

Original use: Education-faculty housing 

Current use: Education-faculty housing 

Architectural style! comments: Colonial Revival, (AFGTAH, p. 331.) 
Contributing structure. This house, along with six others built surrounding 'The 
Grove" at Kalamazoo College, were constructed specifically for housing faculty 
and still serve that function to this day, with one exception. En mass, they have a 
unique design: each has two front entries. One is designed to face the street, and 
one faces the grove and the college. In addition, all four W. Lovell 51. residences 
are connected by pathways, some of which are partially covered. In one case, a 
small gazebo serves two functions: it is a gathering place for residents, certainly, 
but it also provides a pleasing visual continuity between the homes. Building 
date is confirmed by photos and documents in the Kalamazoo College Archives. 

Biographical references: Robert Cornell was Head of Political Science 
Department at Kalamazoo College. He was also the Director of the Kalamazoo 
Bureau of Municipal Research, and chaired the local Civil Service board. 
(Obituary, Kalamazoo Gazette 31 March 1950, p. 1.) 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 

Current Address: 1338 W. Lovell Property built & owned 
Former Address: 8 College Grove by Kalamazoo College 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1929 John Hornbeck (8 College Grove)� 
1955 Lloyd Averill (8 College Grove)� 
1960 " (now 1338 W. Lovell)� 
1965 "� 
1970 Donald C. Flesche� 
1975 Ron N. Wallace� 
1980 David Small� 
1985 Thos. M. Taylor� 
1990 John C. TownsendlJan T. Solberg� 
1992 "� 

Notes: No tax assessment information done on this property, it is tax-exempt. 



Property Data Sheet ( 

Current street address: 1338 West Lovell Street 

Old tax number: none issued-tax exe"1pt 
"New (SBC) tax number:� 

Proposed historic name: Hornbeck Grove House� 

Construction date� actual: 1927 

Construction materials� roof: slate 
exterior walls: common brick 
foundation: concrete 

Original use:� Education-faculty housing 

Current use:� Education-faculty housing 

Architectural style/ comments: Colonial Revival, (AFGTAH, p. 331.) 
Contributing structure. This house, along with six others built surrounding 'The 
Grove" at Kalamazoo College, were constructed specifically for housing faculty 
and still serve that function to this day, with one exception. En mass, they have a 
unique design: each has two front entries. One is designed to face the street, and 
one faces the grove and the college. Although this house has a W. Lovell 
address, it actually faces Monroe SI. All four residences which face Monroe are 
connected by pathways and / or walls which connect the houses and their 
garages. This provides a pleasing visual continuity between the homes. Building 
date is confirmed by photos and documents in the Kalamazoo College Archives. 

Biographical references: John Hornbeck was Chair of Physics Department at 
Kalamazoo College, and 15th recipient of the Oersted Medal, the highest award 
given to Professors of Physics. (Obituary, Kalamazoo Gazette 28 February 
1951.) 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 

Current Address: 121 Monroe 
Former Address: none found 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

IS99 no structure with this address 
1909 Thompson/$200 (AS-lOS) 
1910 Mrs. Nellie Thompson $1200 (AS-109) 
1911 Fred W. Cummins 
1912 MarvinJ.Schaberg 
1914 Schaberg/ $3000 (AS-115) 
1924 " 
1926 vacant 
1929 Gerald H. Allen 
1939 not listed 
1942 Merle E. Drake 
1945 John Hamner 
1979 David M. Winch 
1984 Thomas E. Lawson 
1993 " 



Property Data Sheet ( 

Current street address: 121 Monroe Street 

Old tax number: 47548 
New (SBC) tax number: 301080 

Proposed historic name: Schaberg-Allen House 

Construction date� tax rolls indicate: 1910 
assessor's card: 1900 
city directory" 1910 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingles 
exterior walls: wood lap siding/batten board 
foundation: concrete block 

Original use:� Single-family residence 

Current use:� Single-family residence 

Architectural style/ comments: Undetermined, probably remodeled from 
Colonial Revival/ Foursquare. Non-contributing structure. This home has 
apparently had several major remodelings, one of which likely saw the removal 
of the original front porch and the installation of new, modem windows on the 
original front facade. 

Biographical references: Time did not permit biographical research on either Mr. 
Schaberg or Mr. Allen. 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 127 Monroe� 
Former Address: none found� 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1942 no structure with this address� 
1952 Chas. A. Mott & DanI. W. Beshgetoor� 
1974 DanI. W. Beshgetoor� 
1979 Howard H. Olson� 
1989 Mark McCormick� 
1990 "� 
1993 "� 

Notes: Building permit on file is dated May 4,1951. No assessment roll search 
conducted. Messrs. Beshgetoor and Mott may have been partners in the former 
Be-Mo potato chip company. 



Property Data Sheet( 

Current street address: 127 Monroe Street 

Old tax number: 47544 
New (SBC) tax number: 301060 

Proposed historic name: Beshgetoor House 

Construction date actual: 1951 

Construction materials roof: tar! gravel 
exterior walls: face brick veneer 

wood siding 
foundation: concrete block 

Original use: Single-family residence 

Current use: Single-family residence 

Architectural style! comments: Modern split-level, (AFGTAH, p. 481.) 
Non-contributing structure. Building permit dated May, 1951. 

Biographical references: Believe Mr. Beshgetoor was founding partner in Be-Mo 
Potato Chip Company. 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 142 Monroe� 
Former Address: 138 Monroe� 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information� 

1910 no structure with this address� 
1911 B. Siddall/$150 (A5-111)� 
1912 Charles J. Siddall (138) B. Siddall/$1250 (A5-112)� 
1926 " (143)� 
1929 Mrs. Bessie Siddall� 
1939 Wrn. O. Chamberlin� 
1942 "� 
1943 Sarnl. N. Eliet� 
1964 ..� 
1969 R. N. Passero� 
1993 ..� 

II 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 143 Monroe Current owner is 
Former Address: none found Kalamazoo College 

Year Occupant Tax RolI Information 

1957 no structure at this address� 
1964 Sarnl. F. Townsend� 
1974 Nelson T. Dinerstine� 
1979 vacant� 
1984 Mary S. Keenan� 
1989 no return� 
1992 Chris Latiolais� 

Abstract Notes: Abstract indicated that this house was moved to this property in 
1960's. 

Other Notes: City Assessor's card confirmed abstract notes, but did not indicate 
from where the house was moved. No tax assessment rolI search conducted. 



Property Data Sheet� 

Current street address: 143 Monroe Street 

Old tax number: 47526 
New (SBC) tax number: 300880 

Proposed historic name: none proposed 

Construction date� actual: 
estimated: 1925 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: wood lap siding 
foundation: concrete block 

Original use:� Single-family residence 

Current use:� Single-family residence / rental 

Architectural style/ comments: Early Colonial Revival, (AFGTAH, p. 32].) 
Non-contributing structure. 

General Comments: House was moved to this lot in ]962, according to City 
Assessor's record card. Do not know previous location. 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 

Current Address: 144 Monroe 
Former Address: none found 

Year Occupant 

1906 no structure with this address 
1907 John J. Whetham 
1910 James A. Starkweather 
1911 

1912 Ellis R. Lewis 
1915 Byron E. LaFollette 
1919 ArthurD. Williams 
1922 Geo. W. Parker 
1924 " 
1929 " 
1934 vacant 
1937 Paul A. deGuehery 
1942 Wm. R. Kenly 
1943 Bernice C. Bowen 
1944 Bernice C. Rowan 
1950 Robt. G. Parker 
1959 Lawrence E. Barr 
1964 " 
1989 Peter Seuss-Brakeman 
1993 " 

Tax Roll Information 

nothing (AS-I07) 

Starkweather $1000 
(AS-Ill) 

Notes: This is believed to be the old Wanikin Golf Oub House, which had 
previously set at the corner of Henderson and Monroe. It last appears as the 
club house in 1906, and first appears at this address tin 1907. Lawrence Barr-
may have been long-time music teacher at Kalamazoo Central High School. 



Property Data Sheet( 

Current street address:� 144 Monroe Street 

Old tax number: 24160 
New (SBC) tax number: 177120 

Proposed historic name:� Wanikin Golf Club House 

Construction date� actual: 
estimated: 1907 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: asbestos siding 
foundation: concrete I stone 

Original use:� Wanikin Golf Club House 

Current use:� Single-family residence 

Architectural style I comments: Hipped Bungalow, (HSAAG, p. 106.) 
Contributing structure. Believed to have been original clubhouse for golf course, 
and to have been moved to this location around 1910 from comer 1 & 1/2 blocks 
north, at Grand Avenue. 

Biographical references: Time did not permit biographical investigation. 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 155 Monroe 
Fonner Address: none found 

Tax Roll Infonnation 

Weimer/$2000 (AS-135) 
Weimer/$12,000 (AS-137) 

Year 

1929 
1930 
1931 
1942 
1950 
1974 
1979 
1984 
1992 
1993 

Occupant 

no structure with this address 

Hon. George V. Weimer 
" 
Louis W. Sutherland 
Mrs. Agnes M. Sutherland 
H. Frank Tiedemann 
Peter Horst
!.effery Colvin 



Property Data Sheet( 

Current street address:� 155 Monroe Street 

Old tax number: 47530 
New (SBC) tax number: 300920 

Proposed historic name: Weimer-Sutherland House 

Construction date� actual: 1930 

Construction materials� roof: slate 
exterior walls: face brick veneer 
foundation: concrete 

Original use:� Single-family residence 

Current use:� Single-family residence 

Architectural style/ comments: French Eclectic, (AFGTAH, p. 392.) 
Contributing structure. The original house remains essentially unaltered on the 
outside, although it is known the inside (kitchen) was remodeled about 1980. All 
sources confirm building date. 

Biographical references: Louis Sutherland is listed in the 1935 City Directory as 
President of The Sutherland Paper Co. 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 

Current Address: 156 Monroe 
Former Address: none found 

Tax Roll Information Year Occupant 

Parker/ nothing (AS'116) 1915 no structure wi th this address 
1. Parker / $6500 (AS-118) 1916 Luther A. Parker 

1917 Mrs. Laura A. Parker 
1921 Edmond H. Chase 
1942 " 
1950 Matthew Peelen 
1959 Waller W. Waring 
1993 " 



Property Data Sheet ( 

Current street address:� 156 Monroe Street 

Old tax number: 24166 
New (SBC) tax number: 177180 

Proposed historic name: Chase-Waring House 

Construction date� actual: 1916 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: stucco on frame 
foundation: concrete 

Original use:� Single-family residence 

Current use:� Single-family residence 

Architectural style! comments: Colonial Revival, (AFGTAH, p. 323.) 
Contributing structure. Although essentially a Colonial Revival, this well
preserved house has an added special element: a second-story porch on the NE 
corner, probably off one of the bedrooms. All sources confirm building date. 

Biographical references: Time did not permit biographical investigation on Mr. 
Chase. Walter Waring is former English Professor at Kalamazoo College and 
has lived in this home since the 1950·s. 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 204 Monroe� 
Former Address: none found� 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1909 no structure with this address� 
1910 "� 
1912 LeRoy H. Harvey� 
1924 "� 
1925 Marvin J. Schaberg� 
1942 "� 
1943 Garrard A. MacLeod� 
1964 "� 
1974 Mrs. Margaret L. MacLeod� 
1984 George MacLeod� 
1985 "� 
1986 "� 
1990 "� 
1993 "� 

Notes: Previous research done for 1986 Homes tour indicates that house was 
built in 1911. Tax assessment roll search confirmed, not documented. Schaberg 
previously at 121 Monroe. 



Property Data Sheet ( 

Current street address: 204 Monroe Street 

Old tax number: 23814 
New (SBC) tax number: 175440 

Proposed historic name: Harvey-MacLeod House 

Construction date actual: 1911 

Construction materials roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: stucco on frame 

wood shingle 
foundation: concrete 

Original use: Single-family residence 

Current use: Single-family residence 

Architectural stylet comments: Dutch Colonial Revival, (AFGTAH, p. 336.) 
Architect: ED. Van Volkenburg 
Contributing structure. This home is exceptionally well-preserved, with 
wonderful stucco piers supporting the front entry cover. Also distinctive is the 
"eyebrow" dormer window facing east, over the entry. 

Biographical references: The 1986 HomesTour booklet explains that Dr. Harvey 
was Chair of the Biology Department at WMU. This house has been continually 
occupied by the MacLeod family since the mid-1940's. 



HOLlS E:"S nUN ~Ot  1 .r o~  

~  Hlslory r\., 

Nol For I 

•� 

j 

~ 

) 

,,-, 
\..~, 

Orl~in(ll  Jrmcin,{:" /J.....' Midw.d Drum 

3 HARVEY/MACLEOD HOUSE 
204 Monroe 

Iqll 
Dutch Colonial Reviv;JI� 

OWfll'n: Gl'OfJ:"C Ilnd Linda Madcod� 

Dr. Ll'T(ly Harvey caml' to Ki.llumtlZt)() in llJOH to chair the Biulogy 
Dl'p,ITllHl'IH at Wl'~ICrll  Stat\..' Normal School, now Wl'S(l'TlI MIl:hlgal1 

lJlllver'>lry. T!lrn.' years later hi" IlL'W IHlU ....C, dl'!'iglH~J hy hlLal (\n.hltc~~ 

1:(lrrl\." VanVolkcnhl.'rg, was complcteJ. tvbny Wl'~ll'rn  professors llvnl 
ill till ... ,lfca whiL"h was nor far from the \:<lmpu~.  

In 1926, M;lfVIIl S(hahl'r~,  ;l lawyer anJ one-timc Lily anorm'y, moved 
IllI() till' J1l1U~l·.  He sold the home III !lJ45 Tn Dr. A. G;lrrard rvb.... ll'oJ. 
who workeJ ;'It Upjnhn fur twcnty·five years as a senior swff physician. 
Dr. MaclcuJ «lOll' ro UpJohn in p·nl.J, l'venru<ll[y becoming {he edl(or of 
lll-how,e puhliL;Hions (llld Sloper <l jourrwl f~lr  physic(<ln~  {hm cont<lincJ 
arTlcll's on topics of intere~t  wriaCll hy rhe meJic<l1 expert!' of the Jay. 
He (Ibn JiJ Ulher work re];ltillg to <lJverrising anJ marketing Ji~rlay:'  

for cOllfcrellLl.'S anJ fairs, anJ c"'cn rhl' Upjohn PhClrmacy in DI~nl'yl<lnJ.  

Ht' died III 1(.)72 'ilnd his wife, MClrg;\rct. conrinul.'J to live in the hnusc 
llillil her death in !lJH'. Their ~tln,  (in)rge, Hlld his family ntlW H.·side her(>. 

F/nll'l'r dITl.mgc111erlrs I)"y SChllfer5 FloH'l'D 

,., , , JI Q 01 I, " 



(� 

'. 



(� 

..c 
u 

o 
o 
"� 
E'" 
'" 
'"� ::.:: 

u '"� 
C 

"0 "� 
tJ "' 

P:: 
'-' 

E ..... 
o 
o 

p:: !:L 

:: 

,..; 



(� 

2ti rY\ ON RoE 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 217 Monroe Property built & owned 
Former Address: none found (Grove House) by Kalamazoo College 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1929 no listing-but believed to be under construction 
1931 Wm. H. Belden 
1937 Arnold Mulder 
1942 " 
1952 Walter W. Waring 
1959 Fredk. M. Phelps 
1964 "Student Residence" 
1969 vacant 
1974 Fredk. Chichocki 
1979 vacant 
1984 Richard Carpenter 
1989 "Alumni House" 
1993 " 

Notes: No tax assessment information ever completed on this property, it is tax
exempt. Waring later bought house at 156 Monroe. 



Property Data Sheet ( 

Current street address: 217 Momoe Street 

Old tax number: none issued-tax exen:tpt 
"New (SBC) tax number:� 

Proposed historic name: Mulder Grove House� 

Construction date� actual: 1930 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: common brick 
foundation: concrete 

Original use:� Education-faculty housing 

Current use:� Education-Alumni Office 

Architectural style/ comments:� Colonial Revival, (AFGTAH, p. 331.) 

Architect: Howard F. Young 
Builder: Charles V. Simon 
Contributing structure. This house, along with six others built surrounding 'The 
Grove" at Kalamazoo College, were constructed specifically for housing faculty 
and still serve that function to this day, with one exception. En mass, they have a 
unique design: each has two front entries. One is designed to face the street, and 
one faces the grove and the college. All four residences which face Momoe are 
connected by pathways andl or walls which connect the houses and their 
garages. This provides a pleasing visual continuity between the homes. Building 
date is confirmed by photos and documents in the Kalamazoo College Archives. 
Information in the archives at "K" also indicated that three homes at 217, 223 and 
307 Momoe cost a total of $33,600 to build. 

Biographical references: Time did not permit biographical investigation. 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address; 218 Monroe� 
Fonner Address; none found� 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Infonnation 

1929 no structure with this address Mulholland/$1800 
(A5-136) 

1931 Arthur J. Mulholland $16,500 (AS-137) 
1964 Mrs. Mary Mulholland 
1992 Jas. Bridenstine 
1993 " 

Notes: Mr. Mulholland connected with Mulholland Sign Company. Mr. 
Bridenstine currently director of Kalamazoo Institute of Art. 



Property Data Sheet ( 

Current street address:� 218 Monroe Street 

Old tax number: 24168 
New (SBC) tax number: 177200 

Proposed historic name: Arthur & Mary Mulholland House 

Construction date� actual: 1930 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walIs: common brick veneer 
foundation: concrete I brick 

Original use:� Single-family residence 

Current use:� Single-family residence 

Architectural styleI comments: Colonial Revival, (AFGTAH, p. 323.) 
Contributing structure. WeII-maintained resource. This house has a nice 2nd 
story porch on back (west) side. It appears that at least part of the original 
garage has been finished for living use and a carport has been added. Two 
sources confirm building date. 

Biographical references: Mr. Mulholland was founder I owner of MulholIand 
Outdoor Advertising and Mulholland Signs. He served four terms as city 
commissioner, was a member of the county board of supervisors, served as 
County Road Commission head and was a member of the Board of Directors for 
Borgess Hospital. (Obituary, Kalamazoo Gazelle 3 February 1971, A-1.) 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 

IJ� 

Current Address: 2.23 Monroe Property built & owned� 
Former Address: none found (Grove House) by Kalamazoo College� 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1929 shows no listi ng, but believed to be under construction 
1931 Lueke J. Hemmes 
1939 " 
1957 " 
1959 Paul E. Collins 
1964 " 
1069 David M. Winch 
1979 Pieter Strauss 
1984 Kathy McKay 
1989 Paul Sotherland 
1992 Wm. Calhoun 

Notes: No tax assessment information completed for this property, it is tax 
exempt. 
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Property Data Sheet 

Current street addres':� 223 Monroe Street 

Old tax number:� none issued-tax exeI11pt 
"New (SBC) tax number: 

Proposed historic name:� Hemmes Grove House 

Construction date� actual: 1930 

Construction materiills� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: commo n brick 
foundation: concrete 

Original use:� Education-faculty housing 

Current use:� Education-faculty housing 

Architectural style/ comments: Colonial Revival, C"'.FGTAH, p. 331.) 
Architect: Howard F. Young 
Builder: Charles V. Simon 
Contributing structure. This house, along with six others built surrounding 'The 
Grove" at Kalamazoo College, were constructed specifically for housing faculty 
and still serve that fu nction to this day, with one exception. En mass, they have a 
unique design: each has two front entries. One is designed to face the street, and 
one faces the grove and the college. Although this house has a W. Lovell 
address, it actually filces Monroe SI. All four residences which face Monroe are 
connected by pathways and/or walls which connecllhe houses and their 
garages. This provides a pleasing visual continuity bC'iween the homes. Building 
date is confirmed by photos and documents in the Killamazoo College Archives. 
Information in the archives at "K" also indicated thilt three homes at 217, 223 and 
307 Monroe cost a tota J of $33,600 to build. 

Biographical references: Lueke Hemmes was Head of German Department at 
Kalamazoo College. (Scrapbook, Kalamazoo Public Library, Local History 
Room, Kalamazoo College II, p.19.) 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 

Current Address: 3L17 Monroe Property built & owned 
Former Address: none found (Grove House) by Kalamazoo College 

Year 

1929 
1931 
1937 
1937 
1942 
1950 
1952 
1955 
1957 
1959 
1964 
1969 
1974 
1979 
1984 
1989 
1992 

Occupant Tax Roll Information 

no listing-but believed to be under construction 
Elliott L. Moses 
Albert B. Hodgeman (listed in CD as 305) 
Everett Hames 
" 
Llovd Pobst 
W. VanDonald (?)-believe this is incorrect 
Donald VanLIere (likely this is proper name for 1952 listing) 
vacant 
Wen-Chao Chen 
John W. Peterson 
Ralph Taylor-Smith 
Bernard Palch ick 
Jorge Sorensen 
Juliette M. Vogel 
Geo. Renfrey 
" 

Notes: No tax assessment roll information ever completed on this property, it is 
tax exempt. Kalamilzoo College archives contract tor all three "Grove Houses" 
on Monroe Street were to be completed for $33,600. 
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Property Data Sheet 
( 

307 Monroe StreetCurrent street address: 

Old tax number: none issued-tax exempt 
New (SBC) tax number: " 

Proposed historic name: 

Construction date� actual: 1930 

Construction materiills� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: common brick 
foundation: concrete 

Original use:� Education-faculty housing 

Current use:� Education-faculty housing 

Architectural style/ comments: Colonial Revival, (AFGTAH, p. 331.) 
Architect: Howard F. Young 
Builder: Charles V. Simon 
Contributing structure. This house, along with six others built surrounding 'The 
Grove" at Kalamazoo College, were constructed specifically for housing faculty 
and still serve that function to this day, with one eHeption. En mass, they have a 
unique design: each has two front entries. One is designed to face the street, and 
one faces the grove 'lnd the college. Although this house has a W. Lovell 
address, it actually filces Monroe SI. All four residences which face Monroe are 
connected by pathwilvs and/ or walls which connect the houses and their 
garages. This provid es a pleasing visual continuity between the homes. Building 
date is confirmed b\ photos and documents in the h:alamazoo College Archives. 
Information in the ilrchives at "K" also indicated that three homes at 217,223 and 
307 Monroe cost a total of $33,600 to build. 

Biographical references: Elliot Moses not investigated. Believe Albert 
Hodgeman was at least later connected to the tennis program at Kalamazoo 
College, or perhaps the USTA Juniors &Boys championships. 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 

( 
Current Address: 308 Monroe 
Former Address: none found 

Year 

1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1919 
1921 
1922 
1942 
1952 
1957 
1964 
1974 
1992 

Occupant 

no listing for this address 
Albert F. Burdick 

Joseph D. Reider 
Geo. Houseknecht 
vacant 
Mrs. Kate DeWitt 
Jacob Brondyke 
Melbourne C. Stinson 
Roy E. Sloyer 
August M. WidJand 
" 

Mrs. Maude \\'ickland 
;:\ug. E. Wickland Jr. 

James D. Cowart 

•� 

Tax Roll Information� 

$900 (AS-HI)� 
Burdick/ $1800 (AS-113)� 

Notes: Mr. Burdick's relatives lived right around the corner on W. South Street 
in the 1920's (Willis B. and Lorrance B.) 

IJ� 
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Property Data Sheet 
( 

Current street address: 308 Monroe Street 

Old tax number: 42536 
New (SBC) tax number: 277260 

Proposed historic n~ me: Burdick-Wickland House 

Construction date tax rolls indicate: 1913 
assessor's card: 1910 
city directory: 1911 

Construction materi~]s roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: stucco on frame 
foundation: concrete 

Original use: Single-family residence 

Current use: Single-family residence 

Architectural stylel comments: Queen Anne, (AFCTAH, p. 275.) 
Contributing structure. Front and side facades are frequently broken by bays 
and different level roof-lines. 

Biographical references: Did not quickly find any blographical information on 
Albert Burdick, but believe he is one of several Burdick brothers, whose father 
was founder of a bank in Kalamazoo, and who was involved in a great many 
civic affairs. 
Mr. Wickland's obitll~ry (Kalamazoo Gazette 12 Al'ri11950, pg. 2.) lists him as a 
photoengraver and ~ veteran of the Spanish-American War. 
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City Directory Se2rch/Tax Roll Information { 
Current Address: 31~ Monroe� 
Former Address: nc,ne found� 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1908 no structure With this address 
1910 Harry H. Davidson 

Davisson/ $600 (AS-ll1) 
1913 ~arry H. Da"isson $1600 (AS-113) 
1917 
1919 Marion W. Longman 
1921 Wm. J. Crocker 
1924 " 
1926 Clayton A. Read 
1929 
1934 Mrs. Mabel A. r'::ead 
1937 ~ary E. Read 
1942 
1950 ~erriIl D. Squires 
1959 
1964 Mrs. ClelIa E. Squires 
1992 Merrill Squires 
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Property Data Sheet ( 

314 Momoe Street 

Old tax number: 42534 
New (SBC) tax number: 177240 

Proposed historic nill1le: Harry Davisson House 

Current street address: 

Construction date tax rolls indicate: 1913 
assessor's card: 1910 
city directory: 1910 

Construction materiills roof: asphalt shingles 
exterior walls: lap siding, now aluminum 
foundation: concrete 

Original use: Single-family residence 

Current use: Single-family residence 

Architectural style/ comments: Bungalow.� 
Non-contributing structure. This house has had m'-'Jor remodels, making it� 
extremely difficult to identify. The skylight, the front porch and front enclosed� 
area with chimney Me all a result of these remodelings.� 

Biographical references: Mr. Davisson was owner of the Round Oak Heating� 
Company. (Obituary Kalamazoo Gazette 29 December 1963, Sect. 2, p. 33.)� 
The Squires family hils occupied the home since the 1950's.� 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 320 Monroe 
Former Address: l10ne found 

Year Occupant 

1907 
1908 John K. Baker 
1910 Fred O. Lemon 
1911 
1912 John K. Baker 
1913 John K. Baker 
1916 " 
1917 Wm. K. Boardman 
1921 " 
1922 Millard O. Jolmson 
1929 " 
1931 Roy M. Lampman 
1934 vacant 
1937 " 
1939 Clark J. Dye 
1942 Theo. H. Ulmer 
1947 Jean Ulmer 
1950 John R Jenkins 
1957 Robt. P. Harrison 
1974 John J. Fietscher (sp?) 
1979 ~tuartJ. Dybeck 
1992 

Tax Roll Information� 

Baker/$700 (AS-106)� 

$800 (AS-111) 
$1700 (AS-112) 



Property Data Sheet( 

Current street address: 320 Monroe Street 

Old tax number: 42532 
New (SBC) tax number: 277220 

Proposed historic name: John Baker House 

Construction date� tax rolls indicate: not found 
assessor's card: 1890 
city directory: 1908 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: wood lap siding 
foundation: stone 

Original use:� Single-family residence� 

Current use:� Single-family residence� 

Architectural stylet comments: Gabled Ell, (HSAAG, p. 92..)� 
Contributing structure. This house is in very good condition. It appears to have� 
had one addition on the back (west) side, which might be a mud or laundry� 
room.� 

Biographical references: Nothing found on Mr. Baker.� 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 

Current Address: 1423 W. South 
Former Address: none found 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1924 no structure with this address 
1926 W. Burdick/$500 (AS-134) 
1928 W. Burdick/$7800 

(A5-141) 
1929 Willis B. Burdick 
1955 " 
1957 Llewellyn D. Nicholson 
1964 " 
1969 vacant 
1974 John A. Robinson 
1979 Raoul B. Yochim 
1984 Harold E. Fischer Jr. 
1992 

Notes: 1903 City Directory shows W.B. Burdick@ 1403 Grand, where 1. B. 
Burdick was a boarder. 



Property Data Sheet� 

Current street address: 1423 West South Street 

Old tax number: 42540 
New (SBC) tax number: 277300 

Proposed historic name: Willis Burdick House 

Construction date actual: 1928 

Construction materials roof: house-asphalt shingle 
garage-wood shingle 

exterior walls: concrete block 
foundation: concrete block 

Original use: Single-family residence 

Current use: Single-family residence 

Architectural style! comments: Tudor, (AFGTAH, p. 357.) 
Contributing structure. Notes on the assessor's card indicate: "English Colonial 
appearing house was built using unorthodox building techniques to achieve an 
unusual exterior..." No doubt Mr. Burdick had a hand in designing this house 
himself. All sources confirm building date. 

Biographical references: Willis B. Burdick was President of Fidelity Federal 
Savings & Loan, and son of founder W.J. Burdick. Mr. Burdick attended 
Kalamazoo College, graduated from University of Michigan Architecture School, 
and played violin in the Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra. (Obituary, 
Kalamazoo Gazette 27 March 1985, B-2.) His twin brother, Lorence B., built a 
house almost directly across the street at 1428 W. South SI. 

~711 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information (
, 

Current Address: 1428 W. South� 
Former Address: 1430 W. South� 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1921 no structure with this address 
1923 L. Burdick/$700 (AS-128) 
1924 Lorence B. Burdick (1430 W. South) $6500 (AS-130) 
1926 " (1428W. South) 
1952 " 
1955 Louis A. Gluek, Jr. 
1964 " 
1969 John L. Schwendener 
1979 " 
1984 Wm. K. Purdy 
1992 " 

Notes: In 1921 City Directory, L. B. Burdick was a boarder at 1403 N. Grand, 
owned by brother, W. B. Burdick. 



Property Data Sheet ( 

Current street address:� 1428 West South Street 

Old tax number: 23822 
New (SBC) tax number: 175500 

Proposed historic name: Lorence Burdick House 

Construction date� actual: 1923 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: wood shingle 
foundation: concrete block 

Original use:� Single-family residence 

Current use:� Single-family residence 

Architectural style/ comments: Dutch Colonial Revival, (AFGTAH, p. 336.) 
Contributing structure. Original house appears to have had one addition, to the 
west between house and what is now garage. All sources confirm building date. 

Biographical references: Twin brother of Willis B. Burdick, who lived across the 
street at 1423 W. South, Lorence served as Chairman of the Board for the family 
bank, Fidelity Federal; served two terms as city commissioner and two terms as 
Chairman of the Board for the Red Cross. He was V.P. of the Kalamazoo Civic 
Players and also apparently played violin for the Kalamazoo Symphony. 
(Obituary, Kalamazoo Gazette 11 October 1983.) 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 1604 W. South 
Former Address: *see below 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1921 no structure with this address 
1950 " 
1952 Mrs. Tillie Waterkamp 
1955 " 
1957 vacant 
1959 Mrs. Ann Mates 
1964 no return 
1969 vacant 
1981 no listing 
1982 Lawrence W. Newmeyer 
1992 " 

Notes: *1986 Homes tour research indicates that this is former carriage house 
for property located at 1531 Academy. Built approximately 1930. Remodeled by 
the Newmeyers in 1981. No tax assessment roll search conducted. 



Property Data Sheet� 

Current street address: 1604 West South Street 

Old tax number: 24174 
New (SBC) tax number: 177260 

Proposed historic name: Newmeyer House 

Construction date� actual: 
estimated: 1930 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: wood lap siding 
foundation: concrete block 

Original use:� carriage house for 
James F. Murray estate 
@ 1531 Academy St. 

Current use:� Single-family residence� 

Architectural style/ comments: Remodeled by present owners to Salt-Box� 
style, (AFGTAH, p. 145.)� 
Contributing structure. Excellent example of carriage house re-use.� 

Biographical references: No search conducted.� 
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NEWMEYER HOUSE 
1604 W. South 
c. 1930 

This unusual home was originally a carriaRe house built 
sonlPtimc h('(w(,(~11  gl26 llnd 1~)32  [or lS:U Academy, owned by 
Jamcs and M.lry Murray. It had enough room for one car and 
living Quarters, which were upstairs. Over the years, both 
er"ployees and family members lived here. In 1979. the main 
house and carriage house were auctioned off separately. The 
Newmeyers, the pn:-sent owners, bouRht the carriage house in 
1982 and have done extensive remodeling and additions. 

Owners: Cindy and Larry Newmeyer 
Flou)('y Arranj{l'1nrnls: Schafer's Flowers 
4504 W. Main St .. Kalamazoo 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 1625 W. South 
Former Address: 303 Valley 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1921 no listing for structure at either address 
1922 Edwin O. Ashley (303 Valley) 
1924 Title Bond & Co./$4000 

(AS-l3l) 
1925 Harold Barron 
1935 vacant 
1937 gerald H. Rigterink " 
1939 
1942 Francis L. Lewis 
1945 " 
1947 Chas. R. Reeves " 
1964 Rev. Donn Taylor " 
1969 vacant 
1974 Wayne A. Wiens 
1979 Charles K. Cummings " 
1984 not listed 
1992 (now 1625 W. South St.) 

Other Notes: Deed search in City Assessor's office indicated that Title Bond & 
Co. was deed holder in 1924. Current owners confirm address was changed 
after 1979 when they moved in. 



Property Data Sheet� 

Current street address: 1625 West South Street 

Old tax number: 5280 
New (SBC) tax number: 037360 

Proposed historic name: Harold Barron House 

Construction date� actual: 
estimated: 1923 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingles 
exterior walls: wood lap siding 
foundation: concrete/ concrete block 

Original use:� Single-family residence� 

Current use:� Single-family residence� 

Architectural stylet comments: Remodeled to Minimal Traditional Modern,� 
probably from bungalow, (AFGTAH, p. 476.)� 
Non-contributing structure. Difficult to tell what original might have been.� 
Enclosed porch added and many windows both replaced and added.� 

Biographical references: Harold Barron was purchasing agent at Shakespeare� 
Company. (Obituary, Kalamazoo Gazette 18 July 1973, £-5.)� 





City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 304 Sprague� 
Former Address: 316 Sprague� 
Former Address: 306 Sprague� 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1897 Albert Kramer (ws) 
1899 " 
1901 vacant 
1902 John Adams (316) 
1904 Chandler J. Bullard 
1907 James T. Henderson 
1909 John Boylan 
1911 Angus O. Carmichael 
1912 Buell/$1000 (AS-Ill) 
1915 Rev. Geo. A. Buell 
1924 " 
1926 Rev. Geo. A. Buell (306) 
1929 Mrs. Permilia A. Buell (304) 
1934 
1937 Mrs. Alice E. Renwick 
1942 " 
1945 Mrs. Clemmie S. Covell 
1950 " & Arth. E. Covell 
1955 Mrs. Clemmie S. Covell 
1960 " & Lydia E. Siedschlag 
1970 David Diget 
1980 David Diget & Diana Diget 
1985 M. Lopez-Benemengo & Niel Swords 
1990 M. Lopez-Bonemego & David Dean 
1992 " " 

Notes: I was not able to locate tax assessment roll information on any of the 
earlier occupants by name before Buell. 1890 lllustrated Atlases of Kalamazoo 
County do not show this street or structure. 1985 City Directory lists street only, 
not addresses. City Assessor's information card indicates bUilding date of 1890. 
which would be appropriate for this style bUilding. 



Property Data Sheet( 

Current street address:� 304 Sprague Street 

Old tax number: 42614 
New (SBC) tax number: 277980 

Proposed historic name:� George Buell House 

Construction date� actual: 
estimated: 1900 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: wood lap siding 
foundation: concrete block 

Original use:� Single-family residence 

Current use:� Apartments-three units 

Architectural style/ comments: Queen Anne, (AFGTAH, p. 265.) 
Contributing structure. This house is in moderately good condition. There 
appears to have been an addition to the original made on NW comer of house, 
perhaps a back porch that was later closed in? The house now has three 
apartments, one down, two up. The front porch probably originally had one 
central front entry, instead of the two that now exist. 

Biographical references: Did check only on Mr. Buell and found nothing. The 
1907 City Directory lists James T. Henderson as a resident here, and neighbors 
have spoken of Mr. Henderson's daughter having lived in this house. 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information ( 
Current Address: 318 Sprague 
Former Address: none found 

Year Occupant 

1925 no listing for this structure 
1927 
1928 

1929 ~wart McQuigg 
1939 
1942 no entry 
1945 ~wartMcQuigg 
1950 
1955 " 
1960 no entry 
1965 Ewart}. McQuigg 
1970 SusanE. Boyd 
1975 not listed 
1980 " 
1985 no return 
1990 V. Groppi 

Tax Roll Information 

J. McQuigg/$300 (A5-132) 
J. McQuigg/$300 (AS-141) 
J. McQuigg/$4000 
(A5-142) 



Property Data Sheet ( 

Current street address:� 318 Sprague Street 

Old tax number: 42608 
New (SBC) tax number: 277960 

Proposed historic name: McQuigg House 

Construction date� actual: 1928 

Construction materials� roof: slate 
exterior walls: face brick veneer / slate & brick 
foundation: concrete / concrete block 

Original use:� Single-family residence 

Current use:� Single-family residence 

Architectural style/ comments: Tudor, (AFGTAH, p. 362.)� 
Contributing structure. This home has been maintained very well, and has had� 
at least one re-model to the NW comer, but is not visible to the street. A unique� 
feature is underground parking, (in the basement., SW comer) for the family car.� 
All sources confirm building date.� 

Biographical references: Mr. McQuigg was owner or J.E. McQuigg Construction� 
Company, Chairman of the Board of Kalamazoo Savings & Loan, and sat on the� 
Boards of Directors for Johnson-Howard Lumber Co. (Obituary, Kalamazoo� 
Gazette 21 October 1968, p. 16.)� 





City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information ( 
Current Address: 116 Thompson 
Former Address: none found 

Year 

1911 
1912 
1913 
1916 
1917 
1922 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 
1981 
1982 
1985 
1987 
1989 
1990 
1992 

Occupant 

no structure with this address 

Walter Ramsey 
" 
Ray W. Harrington 
~r. Edgar A. Honey 

vacant 
" 
Wm. Schmidt 
"Kalamazoo College Health Center" 
Theo. F. Maruin 
Robt. Cunningham 
" 
Rodney Carpenter 
Mrs. Rosemarie Mitchell 
" 

Current owner is 
Kalamazoo College 

Tax Roll Information 

Ramsey / $330 (AS-112) 
$5500 (AS-1l3) 

Abstract Notes: K-College bought property in 1976. 
Dr. Honey died in 1947. 

Other Notes: 1912 Property Described as : S4R of lots 22 & 23, S4R of £1/2 of 24, 
exc. S12.48 ft. of 22 & 23. 



Property Data Sheet� 

Current street address: 116 Thompson Street 

Old tax number: 47510 
New (SBC) tax number: 300720 

Proposed historic name: Edgar Honey House 

Construction date� actual: 1912-13 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: stucco on frame 
foundation: concrete 

Original use:� Single-family residence 

Current use:� Single-family residence / rental 

Architectural style/ comments: Queen Anne (half-timbered.) 
Contributing structure. Two sources confirm building dates. 

Biographical references: Dr. Honey was well-known dentist and long-time (45 
years) resident of the neighborhood. 

General Comments: This property is currently used as a rental by Kalamazoo 
College. 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 

Current Address: 136 Thompson Current owner is 
Former Address: none found Kalamazoo College 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1922 Frederick M. Hodge 
1927 " 
1934 Mrs. Edith A. Hodge 
1947 " 
1948 Ott C. Nuss 
1962 " 
1963 Mrs. Alice Nuss 
1964 " 
1965 ~o entry for this address 
1967 
1968 "Nuss House" 
1982 " 
1983 David W. & Judith Brenneman 
1990 " 
1992 no return 
1993 Lawrence D. & Majorie N. Bryan 

Other Notes: Early city directory and tax records shown a house at this address 
earlier than 1927, but other evidence (K-College archives, file 71/10) show 
present house built in 1927. The Hodges are listed in the City Directory at this 
address in 1922; perhaps they lived in the earlier house before the new one was 
built. Archives file notes that Kalamazoo College purchased house from Mrs. 
Nuss in 1964. Fredk. Hodge was Pres. of Kalamazoo Paper Company, a Director 
at Kalamazoo National Bank and a Trustee at "K". Tax Assessment roll search 
not conducted for this property. 



Property Data Sheet� 

Current street address: 136 Thompson Street 

Old tax number: 47500 
New (SBC) tax number: 300680 

Proposed historic name: Hodge House 

Construction date� actual: 1927 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: solid face brick 
foundation: concrete 

Original use:� Single-family residence 

Current use:� Education-President's house 

Architectural style/ comments: Colonial Revival. (AFGTAH, p. 333.) 
Contributing Structure. Excellent condition. North & South wings were likely 
later additions. Prior to its use as the current President's residence at Kalamazoo 
College, the building was used as an Honor Student's dormitory, among other 
uses. Building date confirmed by documents in Kalamazoo College Archives. 

Biographical references: Frederick Hodge was listed in the 1922 City Directory 
as President of Kalamazoo Paper. 
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HODGE HOUSE 
136 Thompson 
Georgian-Colonial Revival 
1927 

Completed in In?, this stately home was build by Frederick 
and Edith Hodge, Hodge received a bachelors degree from 
Kalamazoo College in 1880, taught Latin there for one year. and 
later served as a trustee for thirty-six years. He entered the 
world of business in the 18805, eventually becoming president of 
the Kalamazoo Paper Company. After Mrs. Hodge's death in 
the late 19405, the home was owned by Otto and Mabel Nuss. 
Mrs. Nuss sold it to Kalamazoo College in 1964 who used it as 
an honors house for seniors, a German language house and for 
other special groups. It was extensively remodeled in 1983 to 
serve as the new official residence for the presidents of 
Kalamazoo College. 

Residenls: David and Judith Breneman 
Flower A rran;:emenls , Vander Salm's Flower Shop I q sr go 
1120 South Burdick, Kalamazoo 
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City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information 
( 

Current Address: 308 Woodside 
Former Address: 1638 Woodside 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Information 

1924 no structure with this address 
1929 !,1arper E. Brady (1638) 
1939 
1941 Ralph M. Atherton 
1950 Harper E. Brady 
1955 Ralph M. Atherton 
1960 Ralph M. Atherton (308) 
1965 .. 
1970 Rollin G. Douma 

Notes: Was told by former owners that this house was built 1923. Was not able 
to corroborate by search tax assessment rolls, as there were no listings under 
either Brady or Harper between (AS-l30 through AS-137.) Deed search turned 
up no deeds on file until Mr. Atherton. City Assessor's information card 
indicates building date of 1924. 



Property Data Sheet ( 

Current street address:� 308 Woodside 

Old tax number: n/a 
New (SBC) tax number: 352760 

Proposed historic name:� Harper Brady House 

Construction date� actual: 
estimated: 1924 

Construction materials� roof: asphalt shingle 
exterior walls: common brick veneer / cedar 
foundation: concrete / brick 

Original use:� Single-family residence 

Current use:� Single-family residence 

Architectural style/ comments: Prairie, (AFGTAH, p. 443.) 
Contributing structure. Well-sighted building, overlooking Jones Park. This 
house has had two unique additions made in the 1970's, designed by a Danish 
architect. One is on the SW corner, and one on the NW. They both stretch the 
interior spaces into interesting and unusual shapes. 

Biographical references: Harper Brady owned and operated Brady Tile Co. 
(Obituary, Kalamazoo Gazette 21 March 1972, C-9.) 



City Directory Search/Tax Roll Information ( 
Current Address: 315 Woodside� 
Fonner Address: 1635 Glen Rd. (a.k.a. Glenn Rd.)� 

Year Occupant Tax Roll Infonnation 

1913 no structure with this address Jones/$2200 (AS-113) . 
1915 " Jones/$2200 (AS-116) 
1916 Wm. O. Jones (1635 Glen Rd.) 
1929 " $11,000 (AS-119) 
1931 Wm. O. Jones & Chas. H. Little 
1934 Wm. O. Jones 
1937 Mrs. Eliz. Jones 
1939 John S. Miller 
1942 " 
1945 Maurice H. Stetson 
1950 John S. Miller 
1960 John S. Miller (315 Woodside) 
1965 " 
1970 Peter R. Ellis 
1975 Jacob Luimee 
1980 T. Jefferson Murphy 
1993 " 

Notes: Wm. Jones was Pres. J.R. Jones Sons & Co. Jones Park, north across 
street, (formerly Glenn Rd., now Peake) from this horne may have been named 
for this family. 
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Appendix Section #2 
Chesterwood Work-Study Materials 

• Letter from Arthur Dutil and Barbara� 
Roberts Weeks with Example of� 
Preparatory Reading Material� 

• Chesterwood Weekly Schedule for� 
August 22, 1993� 

• Cover, MarchI April 1993 Preservation 
Magazine (Studio at Chesterwood) 

• Chesterwood Article from MarchI April 
1993 Preservation Magazine 

• September 8 Letter from Chesterwood 
Director Paul Ivory and Collections 
Care Specialist, Barbara Roberts Weeks 
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(� National Trust for Historic Preservation 
Chesterwood 

August 17, 1993 

Ms. Pamela Hall O'Connor 
4758 Carver Drive 
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 

Dear Pamela: 

We're delighted that you'll be joining us at Chesterwood as a National Trust Work Study 
participant. This program is "work study" in the truest sense; the week is a combination 
of work on the property, special tours, lectures and social activities. 

We're enclosing some reading material to help prepare you for the work study. Please 
feel free to call us if you have any questions. 

We'll see you on Sunday. 

Sincerely, 

~~'/D 
~~~.~ u:£/' 
Arthur Dutil� 
Buildings and Grounds Superintendent� 

Barbara Roberts Weeks� 
Collections Care Specialist� 

Enclosures 
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National Trust for Historic Preservation( 
Chesterwood 

September 8, 1993 

Ms. Pamela Hall O'Connor 
4758 Carver Drive 
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 

Dear Pamela: 

On behalf of the National Trust and the Chesterwood staff and Council, we want to express our 
sincerest appreciation for your wonderful contributions to the site during our work study 
program. As you're well aware, the proper care of works of art is a rigorous and meticulous 
task. What the public views in an object is the result of dozens, sometimes hundreds, of hours 
of research, testing, and treatment. The process has to be reversible, documented and sensitive. 
Your work on the marble vases and SleejJing Infant Faun was clearly accomplished within these 
professional guidelines. Congratulations on enhancing both the appearance and condition of 
these three works. 

You combined great spirit, a sense of public service and lots of hard work to make a very 
successful project. 

Thank you for a great job. 

Sincerely, 

Paul W. Ivory� 
Director� 

I~ .

! CjA !LtV( c1-. 
Barbara Roberts Weeks� 
Collections Care Specialist� 

cc: Aric Johnson 

Po.Box~27 
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