


Pictured with Tom and Nancy behind a model of the
library renovation and expansion project are (I-r) : James F.
Jones, Jr., president; Lisa Palchick, dean of libraries and
information services; Bernard Palchick, vice president for
advancement; and Lynn Jackson, director of development.

AUue Ilbecal ,rt,
champion, Tom Woodworth

loves learning and

athletics equally, and two

significant gifts from Tom

and his wife Nancy

demonstrate that fact.

One of the gifts paid for

improvements to

Woodworth Field, home of

the baseball Hornets, and

continued a family tradi

tion of supporting

Kalamazoo College base

ball. Tom's father, Thomas

B. Woodworth, Sr., gave

the baseball field to the

College, in part to honor

his friend Rolla Anderson,

who happened to be his

son's high school basket

ball coach at State High

School.

Son Tom and Nancy's

second gift will support

the expansion and renova

tion of Upjohn Library.

That expansion will

include the latest in infor

mation services technology,

an area dear to Tom and

Nancy. All of their grand

children are deeply

involved with computers,

and one is a Kalamazoo

College sophomore major

ing in computer science.

Tom and Nancy are

lifelong Kalamazoo resi

dents and former high

school sweethearts. Tom

was a fine baseball player

and perhaps the only

Kalamazoo resident to

have caught legendary

Cleveland Indians pitcher

Bob Feller. Tom was just a

kid, and the Feller

Woodworth battery was

arranged to be part of an

instructional movie for the

American Legion baseball

program. But to this day

Tom remembers the sting

in his hand from catching

pitches that were likely

quite a few miles-per-hour

south of Feller's serious

"heat." A few years later,

Tom enjoyed a distin

guished prep career (an all 

city selection who batted

.465 his senior year). He

went on to catch for the

Northwestern University

baseball team (three

years) and served as team

captain his senior season . ...
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One of the strengths of
Kalamazoo College is the
excellence of its advising
program. In fact, relation-
ships between academic
advisors and their advisees
often continue after gradua-
tion, as the following letter
demonstrates. It was written
to Jeanne Hess, associate
professor of physical educa-
tion and associate
chaplain, and academic
advisor to Kate Jenks ’02. In
particular, we LuxEsto
editors liked the sound of
the word "langur," and we
loved the notion of two
people who came of age
worlds apart nevertheless
able to communicate
through the naming of birds.

Dear Jeanne:

I realized it has been a year since gradu-
ation! I thought you might be interested
in a little update.

At the moment, graduate school
is on hold, and I'm busy in Thailand
tracking monkeys and wielding a
machete. I took a field assistant
position working for two professors
from State University of New York-Stony
Brook on a primate behavior project.
I have been living in Thailand at the Phu
Khieo Wildlife Sanctuary since February
23, 2003, and will stay until March
2004.

On first impression, the forest was
not what I expected. It is extremely dry
with crunchy leaves that litter the
ground; not the lush wetness I imag-
ined. Of course I arrived near the end of
the cool winter season, but the plants
are indicative of dry areas. The forest is
quiet, not like wet rain forest. If you
didn't know better, a quick glance looks
like Wisconsin because of the pine trees
on the outer edge of the forest. One
would tend to think of our study site as
"forest" not "jungle," if that makes sense.

find a group of langurs. One group of 22
(named PA) is already habituated, which
means that our walking around and
staring at them through binoculars
doesn’t cause them to freak out and
flee. When we spend a day with PA we
record their location every half hour
based on a grid system of marked trees,
and we note down all of the individuals
present. I am still learning how to
identify individuals by their muzzle
shape, hair crest, or white eye rings.
The infants are bright orange, and their
gender is difficult to determine. Non-
habituated groups are a different story.

We practically have to sneak up on
them, and then slowly follow until they
(invariably) decide they've had enough
and flee. Think: slow steps, no noise,
much stealth.

We usually leave the forest
between 2 P.M. and 6 P.M., depending
on how long we can follow the langurs.
The schedule usually allows just enough
time to catch a shower and maybe a
quick snack of a Nutella sandwich and
hot Tang. Dinner is at 7 P.M., cooked by
a local woman whose name is Ba-tong.
We always have tons of rice of course,
and then a spicy side dish of vegetables
and meat/tofu. Our routine after dinner
is to sit on the porch, watch the Sambar
deer attempt to eat our garbage, and
drink beer (well, hot Tang for me).

Unfortunately, I haven't gotten to
practice Thai much at all because I'm
out in the forest all day and we try to be
quiet. But I am working on it. I bring my
flashcards everywhere. And, when I
work with the rangers, Lek or Wichian,
I do try to learn new words. But so far
we have only gone through a couple
words related to the forest. They both
speak a little English, though it took me
time to grow accustomed to their pro-
nunciation. A field guide to birds helped
me "break the ice" with them. Lek loves

to learn English bird names. So, I pro-
nounce a name for him and he writes it
in his language book. Then, he writes
the bird’s name in my book in Thai and
repeats it so that I can spell it phoneti-
cally. We also get into an involved
discussion on the diversity of animal
noises. For example, I insist that
American pigs "oink," but Lek contends
a Thai pig says "uut-uut-eeee." A U.S.
frog goes "ribbit-ribbit," but the language
of Thai frogs, says Lek, is "gop-gop."
My favorite difference, which sounds
more accurate than the others, is the
Thai gecko, which says "tok gay" rather
than "gec-ko." The conversations are
simple and tedious, but friendly and fun.
I go everywhere in flip-flops or hiking
boots. And of course, there are tons of
ticks, leeches and critters to deal with.

Kate Jenks ’02

The academic year opened
with the orientation of more
than 380 first-year students.
The week featured the
common reading (and lively
discussion) of Ann
Patchett’s novel Bel Canto.
On campus for two and a
half days, Patchett partici-
pated in two panel discus-
sions, met with many small
groups of students, and gave
a public reading. Orientation
also included the convoca-
tion. This year, students
recessed through a double
line of faculty who gave
them hearty welcoming
applause. The students then
signed a matriculation book,
the first year for what will
be a new tradition at
Kalamazoo College. Finally,
the convocation included the
President’s speech, which
drew rave reviews.
Two follow.

Dear Dr. Jones:

My daughter Meghan is now in her first
days of study at Kalamazoo College.
I think she is adapting well to her new
surrounds. Her mother and I could not
be happier with her selection of
Kalamazoo College. Meghan struggled
over her decision between Smith
College and Kalamazoo. The postmark
on her enrollment letter is proof that she
required all the time she could get to
come to a conclusion. I am sure that
when my wife stops crying she will

Our living quarters are about a 45
minute drive on a motorbike from the
sanctuary entrance. The wood buildings
are raised three feet on stilts and look
like summer camp cabins for kids (they
are even numbered!). Black and white
posts on the side of the road remind me
of markers for a campsite. I have quite
a nice green mosquito net (it is rectan-
gular to easily form and hang around the
bed). I can see though the planks on
the walls and my floor has rather large
holes.

The bathroom took the most
getting used to. It is an Asian-style
toilet, just enough room for your feet on
each side of a porcelain basin. You
"flush" the waste with water you scoop
out of a large holding tank. A second
holding tank supplies water for washing
your hands. You shower with a hand-
held nozzle, cold only. All of the water is
discarded onto the floor and there is
little drainage. When we first arrived
the floor was soaking wet and reminded
me of an overflowing toilet in a bus
station restroom. We take off our shoes
before we step onto the porch, and

because I had no flip-flops to wear I had
to walk bare foot into the water. Now I
have gotten myself a pair of sandals to
wear in the bathroom, but I still have
trouble with the concept of no sink and
constantly wet floors.

Typically I work seven or eight
days and then have two days off (one to
go into Chum Phae, the nearest town
for supplies—about an hour distant by
car; and one day to rest). I start those
days that I am scheduled to look for a
monkey group (we are studying
monkeys called langurs) with a dawn
(4 A.M.) breakfast by candlelight (we
only have electricity from six to ten in
the evening), usually a peanut butter
and jelly sandwich with instant coffee.
Then it’s off on the motorbike to pick up
the ranger assigned to me for the day.
It’s a 20-minute drive to the study site
trail entrance. The majority of the day
we spend slowly hiking trails until we

Kate Jenks ’02 (right) helps a university class study
compass use and transect plotting.

A langur, subject of Kate Jenks’ postgraduate work in
Thailand.

LL e t t e r s
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agree that having Meghan in Kalamazoo
is a good thing.

Due to a very unfortunate issue in
timing, Meghan's mother could not be
with us for the President's convocation.
Both the new college student and I were
very impressed with the day as a whole.
It is clear to me that Kalamazoo College
leadership has a very clear vision of
what makes a quality educational expe-
rience, and they
are living the
vision. Those
elements over
which your staff
has no control
were perfect,
mainly the
weather. But
more importantly,
the elements over which your staff has
control or influence were executed
beautifully. The carefully worded advice
to let the students be students, allowing
them—or, in my case, Meghan—to
grow and experience her 'apprenticeship
adulthood' was well received by at least
one parent.

I have tried to recap your address
at the convocation to my family. I can
tell by the confused looks that I am not
doing a very good job. Following my
attempt at summation, I overheard our
youngest child saying that you gave a
speech about the Omelette King at a
smoky ball giving a plate of food to
someone named Anna. Not quite the
idea you were trying to get across.
I thoroughly enjoyed your address; the
focus on civility and responsibility is
very appropriate. And the invocation by
Jeanne Hess was lovely.

Thom Timmons

Dear President Jones:

As I sat listening to your convocation
speech last week, I was extremely glad
that my wife and I decided to enroll our
daughter at Kalamazoo College. As I
listened to the speech, I was reminded
of the many reasons why I became a
teacher thirty-three years ago. In these
times, when educators are under fire
from many different sources, it was
uplifting to hear that the values and
goals set forth in your speech are still
viable in some educational arenas. The
speech was a masterpiece! Thank you
for your time and please continue your
good work in the educational field. You
have our support and admiration.

Robert Barbantini and Sally Gale

To the Editor:

I played football at Kalamazoo College
when Bob Kent served as an assistant
football coach. I was the starting center
at the time for a pretty mediocre team.
We had been roughed up pretty good
early in the game, and I had walked to
the sideline after another disappointing
series. During the halftime talk, Coach
Kent publicly "undressed" me for walking
(rather than hustling) off the field. To
add insult to injury, I was benched in the
second half by the head coach. After
the game, Coach Kent came to me and
apologized for what had happened. He
couldn’t say for sure if the butt-chewing
led to the benching, but he told me that
that outcome had not been his intent.
He was just trying to ignite a spark.
That simple decent act speaks volumes
about the man’s character. This was one
of the pearls I took from Kalamazoo.

Ed Potterack ’82

We received a letter from Dr.
Lou Ellen Crawford ’53 in
which she describes the
value of the liberal arts.

To the Editor:

During a recent dinner with Fred
Jackson of the College’s major gift
office, the conversation moved within
that body of topics related to a liberal
arts education. I reflected on my own
liberal arts education at Kalamazoo
College and how it had not only opened
doors of opportunity but also had freed
me from narrow-mindedness and
restricted world-view. Reflection brought
to mind a person in my life who
exemplifies this freedom.

Rosa was one of my students in
Regis University classes at the Colorado
State Prison in Canon City. A "lifer" with
little chance of parole, Rosa sensed that
earning a B.A. degree that represented a
cross-disciplinary education might give
her a chance of parole. She based her
thinking partly on the observation that
most women in prison were "stuck"
there because of the absence of a wide
world-view generated by the prison
culture, a culture which does not foster
future-thinking.

Rosa earned her degree and soon
after graduating gained her parole. She
told me a liberal arts education had
broadened her perspective. It also gave
her the incentive to pursue more educa-
tion. She is now seeking an engineering
degree.

Another example of the impor-
tance of the liberal arts showed up at
Colorado Technical University in
Colorado Springs, where I taught for
several years. In order for CTU to remain
accredited as a private degree-granting
institution, North Central Accreditation
Association required several liberal arts
courses be added to the curriculum.
Pre-engineers/managers/technology
types were required to take courses
such as "The Wit of Shakespeare,"
"Business Ethics," "History and Culture,"
and "Art and Music History." At the
master’s level, I taught "The
Organizational Frontier."

Working through what some
students saw as a minefield of "soft"
courses, students were challenged to
broaden their educational horizons and
to gain a broader perspective of the
world. Some were dragged kicking and
screaming to that perspective but
eventually expressed appreciation for
the challenge to broaden the mind.

Lou Ellen Crawford ‘53

Greetings Dr. Jones,

As a graduate of the Kalamazoo College
class of 2002, it is my pleasure to send
this note of appreciation. I must honestly
say that I had not heard of Kalamazoo
College until my senior year at Saginaw
(Mich.) High School. One of the reasons
I chose "K" was to have an educational
experience different from that of other
classmates who were attending larger
public institutions. I now look back on
my four years at "K" with delight and
gratitude. The quality of education at
Kalamazoo College enriches, expands,
and equips students for intellectual,
social, and intercultural success. While
I was not as academically serious as I
should have been while at "K", the
training and exposure I obtained have
served me well.

I am commencing my second
year of graduate study in history and
museum studies at the University of
Missouri-St. Louis with a 3.9 grade
point average. Kalamazoo College
prepared me well for the academic
rigors of graduate school.

I applaud the professors and
faculty of Kalamazoo College who are
genuinely reaching out to all students
and helping them develop their gifts.
Staff members such as Dr. Gail Griffin,
Dean Danny Sledge, Ms. Narda
McClendon, Dr. Joyce Kannan, and Ms.
Barb Vogelsang were tremendous

mentors during my time at "K".
I support the quality of experience

Kalamazoo College students receive. It
was during a chapel service during my
first year at "K" that I learned what the
Latin phrase "Lux esto" means. Certainly,
all of us who are a part of the
Kalamazoo College family shall continue
to "bear the light" as visionary leaders,
distinguished scholars, and dedicated
servants.

La Nesha McCoy ’02

La Nesha McCoy at the American Association of
Museums Conference in Portland, Ore., and at the St.
Louis Science Center, where she interns with the Youth
Exploring Science program.

Ann Patchett

Corrections
Alan Hutchroft ‘63 (page 41, Fall 2003)
received Rockford College’s Emeritus
Recognition during that college’s com-
mencement weekend activities.
LuxEsto misspelled the surname of
Kelly Karakashian ‘04 in the table of
contents (page 1, Fall 2003). There
should be no comma following “after”
in the caption of the photo of coach
Paul Anderson ‘81 and his state
champion high school girl’s track and
field team (page 42, Fall 2003).
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K-Plan
Polymath

Is There a Doctor in the House?
How About an Attorney? Public
Health Expert? Industrial Hygienist?
Statistician? Expert Witness? Author?
Yes. There’s Ernest Chiodo ‘80, M.D.,
J.D., M.P.H. and more...

earning is part of Ernie
Chiodo’s cell structure.

When he’s not brushing up on
the practice of medicine, he’s
learning Chinese, solving a cal-
culus problem, boning up on
tort law, and otherwise digging
into the universe of knowledge
the way the rest of us dig into
Thanksgiving dinner.

L

In 2002, Ernie Chiodo ‘80
published Toxic Tort: A Guide to

Toxic Substances Litigation
in Michigan. Meant for lawyers,
the book includes sections on

epidemiology, toxicology,
descriptions of specific toxins,
and the importance of math in

toxic tort litigation. Chiodo
plans to publish a second

volume this year that gives
the topic a national scope.
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“When we travel, my wife
drives and I read a book,” he
said. “I can’t read and watch
television, but I can work on
calculus problems. I know it
sounds nerdy, but if you want
to be the guy who solves the
special problems, which is
what I’ve become, you’ve got
to have special knowledge
and skills.”
When it comes to special

knowledge and skills,
Chiodo’s résumé runneth
over. He holds a medical
degree from Wayne State
University in Detroit and is
board certified in three
medical specialties plus indus-
trial hygiene, a certification
more often held by engineers
than physicians.
In case he needs another

medical specialty to fall back
on, Chiodo has a two-year
residency in diagnostic radiol-
ogy under his belt. Under that
same belt is a law degree, also
from Wayne, and a master’s
degree in public health from
Harvard.
He’s an expert medical

witness called to testify in
court cases involving expo-
sure to toxins. He’s also fluent
in German, publishes papers
on statistics and, inexplicably,
holds a license from the State
of Michigan as a residential
builder.
“I’m a poster boy for the

multidisciplinary approach to
learning that Kalamazoo
College and a liberal arts edu-
cation espouse,” said Chiodo.
“Why study literature, lan-
guage, the arts, and foreign
cultures if you want to be a
doctor or engineer?” he asked
rhetorically. “For the same
reason you should study
biology and math if you want
to become a lawyer or English
teacher. These disciplines will
eventually be useful to you.
“They help me in countless

ways to recognize and inte-
grate important information
that I might otherwise miss.
And they help me connect
with people in ways that have
made a huge difference to me
personally and professionally.”

Medical Matters
Now living in Harrison
Township northwest of Detroit,
Chiodo grew up in Grosse
Pointe “always with the idea
that I wanted to be physician.”
He enrolled at Kalamazoo
College largely because of its
reputation for placing students
in medical school.
“I considered college simply

as a place to prepare me for
med school and a career as a
doctor. A liberal arts education
wasn’t important to me or my
parents. But that changed
when I started to take classes
in religion, history, literature,
statistics, and German lan-
guage. These really instilled in
me a mindset to know as
much as I could about a
number of disciplines.”
In high school and at the

College, Chiodo ran on the

cross country and track teams,
his fastest mile a still-
respectable 4:24. He ran
swiftly through his academics,
too, completing nearly all of
his undergraduate degree
requirements in three years.
In the fall of his junior year,

before heading off to
Muenster for study abroad,
Chiodo applied to Wayne
State University School of
Medicine. “I thought I might
get an interview or two, take
the exam, and end up with a
good learning experience
before applying the next year.
But it backfired and I got in.”
Chiodo completed his area

of study requirements at
Kalamazoo by the end of his
junior year and with the
College’s blessing headed off
to medical school. After a suc-
cessful first year during which
all of his Wayne State credits
transferred back to the
College, he returned to
Kalamazoo to participate in his
June 1980 Commencement.
Chiodo’s medical degree

was followed by one residency
in diagnostic radiology and a
second in internal medicine.
Spurred by his desire to chal-
lenge himself intellectually and
to make himself valuable
across a range of disciplines,

he went on to pass medical
boards in internal medicine,
preventive and occupational
medicine, public health and
general preventive medicine,
as well as industrial hygiene.
Through the years, Chiodo

has served as a hospital staff
member and as a medical
director for several businesses
and nonprofit groups. He has
presented his medical
research findings at physician
conferences and addressed
medical and lay audiences on
a range of medical and legal
topics.
He is an assistant clinical

professor of internal medicine
at Wayne State where he fre-
quently lectures on topics
dealing with law and medi-
cine, especially ones concern-
ing physician practices. One
quarterly lecture is titled “Law
and Medicine: What They
Didn’t Teach You in Medical
School.” He said he’s contem-
plating a similar lecture for law
students.
Chiodo’s interest in the law

began before he had finished
up his medical studies at
Wayne State. In 1983, during
his fourth and final year there,
he served a one-month rota-
tion in the City of Detroit
Medical Examiner’s office
under Werner Spitz, M.D., the
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legendary forensic pathologist
who has performed autopsies
and given expert medical testi-
mony in high profile cases,
including those for JonBenet
Ramsey, Nicole Brown-
Simpson, and Mary Jo
Kopechne. Spitz also served
on a Congressional commis-
sion that reviewed the autopsy
of President John F. Kennedy.
One day during pathology

rounds in the Detroit morgue,
Chiodo and his fellow medical
students gathered with Dr.
Spitz around a cadaver that
Chiodo had been assigned to
autopsy.
“I went into a long spiel of

what I thought was the cause
of death,” said Chiodo. “At the
end of it, Dr. Spitz, in his very
impressive German accent,
responded: ‘I absolutely dis-
agree with everything you
said. But I really liked the way
you said it.’”
Chiodo applied to law

school the next day. “Dr. Spitz’s
response sealed my decision.
He’s the model of a person
who combines law and medi-
cine in his career, and I aspired
to that.”

Legal Affairs
Two weeks after his graduation

from medical school, Chiodo
started classes at Wayne State
University School of Law. For
the next two years, he attend-
ed law school classes at night
while performing his radiology
residency at Detroit Medical
Center during the day.
Even before he earned his

law degree in 1986, Chiodo
entered the business world,
serving as medical director for

a home health care service
caring for seriously disabled
patients. But before long, he
answered the call of academia
once again by enrolling in the
Harvard University School of
Public Health. His goal this
time was a master’s degree in
public health.
With his M.P.H. degree in

hand, he returned to Michigan
in 1989 for a three-year resi-
dency in internal medicine at
Providence Hospital in
Southfield. As he was complet-
ing that task, the City of Detroit
was looking for a medical
director for its health depart-
ment. Applicants needed to
possess M.D. and M.P.H.
degrees and be board eligible,
if not board certified in internal
medicine.
Intrigued by the possibility

of putting two of his three

advanced degrees to work,
Chiodo applied for the post
and quickly became a leading
candidate. But it was his law
degree that landed him the
job.
“The health department also

needed a general law counsel,”
Chiodo said. “Coleman Young,
then the mayor of Detroit, said
I could have the medical
director post if I agreed to
perform the department’s legal
work, too.”
Chiodo served in the Young

administration until 1995, when
he chose to establish an inde-
pendent law practice that
would leverage his medical
knowledge and his growing
interest in environmental
medicine and toxins.
Most of his legal work

involves toxic torts, the law-
suits filed by people who claim

to have been exposed to toxic
substances. (Think of the film
Erin Brockovich or the
book/film A Civil Action.)
Chiodo usually serves as part
of a legal team, helping to
identify expert witnesses and
cross-examining the other
side’s expert witnesses. He’s
even hired his mentor, Dr.
Spitz, to appear as an expert
witness.
“It’s difficult to cross-

examine an expert witness
unless you have the same
technical expertise as the
witness. That’s where I come
in handy.”
He was recently lead attor-

ney in a case involving a group
of Detroit-area residents whose
basements had been filling up
with sewage for several years.
“When the residents first
approached me, I told them I

didn’t think they needed my
particular expertise in the area
of toxins. Then they told me
that the sewage was black,
oily, and had a chemical smell.
That didn’t sound like regular
sewage to me.”
Chiodo put on his industrial

hygienist hat and went to the
neighborhood to collect
samples. He noticed that the
area was dotted by metal
reclaiming and recycling busi-
nesses. The sewage samples
he obtained were so heavily
laden with PCBs, a known car-
cinogen, the testing lab had to
dispose of the samples as haz-
ardous waste. The toxic tort
case that he filed was settled in
favor of the residents.
“As a freshman pre-med

major at Kalamazoo College, I
never imagined I would
become a lawyer and do this
kind of work. But there are so
many places where disciplines
intersect. If you keep your
mind open to learning and
new opportunities, you never
know where you might inter-
sect with them.”

Statistics and Language
Although he doesn’t practice
family law, Chiodo’s interest in
statistical research has led him
to some involvement in this
legal field. His published
research demonstrating that
statistical assumptions made
during paternity testing can
cause the results of such
testing to be misleading and
unreliable has generated inter-
est among both lawyers and
statisticians. It also led to a
request for him to serve on the
legal team of a nationally
known sports figure named in
a paternity suit.
According to Chiodo, this

type of work traces directly
back to his math and statistics
instruction at Kalamazoo. “My
advice to students sitting in a
math or statistics class in order
to fulfill a course requirement
is not to wonder whether they
will ever again use math. They
will.”
With a laugh, he added: “It

also vindicates my penchant
for working on probability
problems in my spare time.”

Fluent in German, Ernie Chiodo continues to hone his language skills. Now, he’s
studying Chinese with the help of tutor John Qiu (left), who comes to his house
most Friday evenings. They also study math and statistics together. “You never
know when these might be useful,” Chiodo said.

“As a freshman
pre-med major at
Kalamazoo College,
I never imagined I
would become a
lawyer and do this
kind of work.”
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Chiodo also makes a direct
connection from his under-
graduate German language
studies and his study abroad
experience in Muenster to sig-
nificant personal and profes-
sional events in his life.
Although he admits that he
wasn’t strong in the language
when he first traveled abroad,
he was much stronger in it by
the time he returned and has
“looked for opportunities to
keep it up through the years.”
Toward the end of his

internal medicine residency in
Southfield, one of his instruc-
tors, a German national, helped
him arrange a one-month mini-
residency in Germany conduct-
ing disability evaluations for
German workers. Later, as
medical director for the Detroit
health department, he
befriended the German
counsel in Detroit, who asked
him to conduct disability evalu-
ations for the German govern-
ment in the Detroit area. The
forms and correspondence
had to be in German.
“I figured, ‘How many forms

could there be?’” Quite a few,
as he learned. Chiodo
explained that the Detroit area
is home to many World War II
concentration camp survivors
who are eligible to receive
pensions from the German
government for disabilities
they can trace to their camp
experience.
“The stories I heard were

moving,” he said, “and gave
me a unique vantage point on
history. If I hadn’t had the lan-
guage skills and foreign study
experience from Kalamazoo, I
would not have been able to
help these people.”
Chiodo continues to hone

his foreign language skills. He’s

studying Chinese with the help
of a tutor who comes to his
house most Friday evenings.
They also discuss math and
statistics. “I have about a 500-
to-600-character knowledge
now. My wife and son have
learned some, too. It’s our
secret language around the
house. You never know when
it might be useful.”

Expert Witness
Due to his broad knowledge
and various certifications,
Chiodo is sometimes contacted
by insurance companies to
provide advice and guidance in
management of difficult cases
and claims. More and more,
however, he’s being asked to
serve as a forensic expert in
court cases, not unlike Dr.
Spitz.
Chiodo’s area of expertise is

toxic exposure. He is called to
give testimony or advice as to
whether a person’s disease
was or wasn’t caused by
exposure to the chemicals in
question. Usually, a number of
medical experts are brought in
to testify about toxicology, epi-
demiology or other specific
aspects of the case. Chiodo is
often the lead expert witness
who integrates this testimony
into a comprehensive under-
standing of what happened.
Currently, he is the lead

expert in a large toxic tort case
involving inhabitants of
Vieques Island, situated off the
coast of Puerto Rico. Vieques
has been used by the U.S.
Navy for war games and as a
testing ground for depleted
uranium shells and other ordi-
nance for more than 60 years.
As a result, the island has
inherited a legacy of toxic pol-
lution on which many islanders

blame their high cancer rates.
Chiodo has also served as

an expert witness in cases tried
by Gerry Spence, the flamboy-
ant attorney in cowboy hat and
fringed suede jacket whose
powerful courtroom victories
include the estate of Karen
Silkwood against Kerr-McGee
and the defense of Randy
Weaver at Ruby Ridge.
One day in the late ‘90’s,

Chiodo invited his mentor, Dr.
Spitz to lunch “to talk shop and
autograph my copy of his
famous book on forensic
pathology.” During lunch, Spitz
encouraged Chiodo to write a
book of his own. “He told me
his book gave him a lot of
credibility and helped his
career immensely.”
In 2002, Chiodo published

Toxic Tort: A Guide to Toxic
Substances Litigation in
Michigan. Meant for lawyers,
the book focuses on legal and
medical issues related to civil
lawsuits “in a way that lawyers
can understand,” said Chiodo.
“It takes a multidisciplinary
approach to the topic, with
sections on epidemiology, toxi-
cology, descriptions of specific
toxins, and a section on the
importance of math in toxic
tort litigation.” He plans to
publish a second volume in

2004 that updates the book for
a national scope.
Chiodo said his book is an

example of how he likes to tie
together legal, medical, mathe-
matical, and other elements to
gain a unique insight into a
problem. And while he readily
admits there are “many
attorneys who are far better
schooled in the law and physi-
cians who have dedicated their
lives to knowing all there is to
know about internal medicine,”
he believes there is “a rather
small group of people” with his
skill set and knowledge base.
“I didn’t set out to do what

I’m doing today. I simply have
an interest in many disciplines
and a desire to make a differ-
ence to people and society.
I know it sounds corny, but
there’s a neighborhood of
people in Detroit who don’t
have PCBs in their basements
anymore because of me. That
feels good.”
Ernie Chiodo said he “can

only imagine where this path
will lead, but I will always
credit Kalamazoo College for
helping start me down it. And
I’ll always be grateful to my
family for not noticing my
eccentricities and for accepting
that ‘Dad’s just a little strange.’”

Despite his many academic and
professional accomplishments,
Ernie Chiodo admits he is “clue-

less in the kitchen.” His wife
Karen agrees.
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lison Geist directs the Mary
Jane Underwood Stryker

Institute for Service-Learning at
Kalamazoo College, and she always
uses Benjamin Barber’s words in the
institute’s promotional materials
because those words, better than
any others she’s encountered, accu-
rately describe the mission of service
learning. Neither classic volun-
teerism nor typical internship,
service-learning involves work in the
community combined with academic
study. The goal is to promote social
justice and prepare students for a
lifetime of meaningful and effective
participation in public life.
Service-learning experiences may

take place within the larger frame-
work of a class or they may be sepa-
rate co-curricular programs. Last
year, the College offered more than
25 service-learning courses in disci-
plines as diverse as music, anthro-
pology, and chemistry. Students

worked with and learned from a
variety of community partners.
Service learning came to

Kalamazoo College in the mid-1990’s
via the efforts of several pioneering
professors who incorporated com-
munity involvement into their course-
work. The concept fit well with the
College’s commitment to experiential
learning and has grown in popularity.
In 2001, Ronda Stryker, vice chair

of the Kalamazoo College Board of
Trustees, made a significant gift to
endow the institute, which is named
for Stryker’s grandmother.
Kalamazoo College’s is one of only
70 endowed service-learning
programs in the country. "We’re
fortunate to benefit from Ronda’s
passion and vision for the concept,"
says Geist.
Students and faculty are embrac-

ing the program. "More than 400
students were involved in service-
learning this past year," says Geist.
"Twenty professors, representing 11
areas of study, created a service-
learning component in their courses."
Connections between classroom

and service-learning components
may seem more apparent in some
academic areas—for example,
Spanish courses may include trans-
lation or tutoring opportunities, and
chemistry classes may weave a
science-mentoring program into its
course work. But Kalamazoo College
professors have proven themselves
equally adept at incorporating
service learning into academic areas
in which classroom-service connec-
tions are initially less obvious.
Associate Professor of English

and Chair of the English Department
Bruce Mills is a terrific example. For
the past several years, Mills has
taught a writing-focused first-year
seminar using the theme of autism.
His students gain service-learning
experience through a series of inter-
actions with families who have chil-
dren with autism. During a number
of in-home family visits, students
talk with parents and siblings about
the realities of living in a family with
a member who is autistic, and the
students watch and interact with
that family member. Finally, if appro-
priate, students may provide respite
services to the family, perhaps
taking the siblings to a movie at the
mall or, in one case, staying
overnight with the children so the
parents could enjoy a night at a Bed
& Breakfast.

The benefits of this type of inter-
action? Mills says service-learning
moves students out of the classroom
and into the community to discover
that learning happens in many places
and through many people. Such
discovery is critical to a student’s
capability for lifelong learning and his
or her ability to adapt and thrive in
the work world. Nevertheless, the
hallmark of service-learning is
reciprocal benefit. Mills’ class, for
example, gives families an opportuni-
ty to share their stories and knowl-
edge and take a break from what is
often a demanding daily routine.
"Service-learning is about giving the
on-campus community and the com-
munity-at-large opportunities for
‘crossings’," Mills says. "If you’re
not learning how to engage across
borders in college it’s going to be
much harder once you’ve left the
institution."
Geist and her staff help faculty,

students, and service-learning com-
munity partners achieve optimal
benefit from service-learning experi-
ences. She helps "seasoned"
service-learning faculty organize
workshops that introduce the
concept to other faculty members
and offer models for incorporating
service learning into courses.
Likewise, Geist works with an array
of students who have been active in
service learning, helping them recruit
peers for the co-curricular opportuni-
ties and build additional structure
into those programs.
She also assists faculty and

students in processing their experi-
ences once a course or co-curricular
assignment is completed. Too often
given short shrift, the processing
exercise is, Geist says, one of the
most crucial components of service
learning. "To really make the most of
these experiences, people need to
take the time to share and reflect,"
Geist says. To that end, the
Underwood Stryker Institute holds
meetings throughout the year—both
for students and faculty—so they
can talk about their experiences with
others and do careful post-program
examination.
What exactly do students do in

service-learning? The hands-on
interaction might involve tutoring
elementary school students in
science or math skills, acting as
translators for both the doctors and
the Spanish-speaking clients at a

Rebecca Joyce ‘94 supports
service learning at Kalamazoo

College. Joyce is pictured
during a third grade

hands-on forensic
science lesson titled

"Felix’s Crime."

“Service to the neigh-
borhood and to the
nation [is] not the gift of
altruists but a duty of
free men and women
whose freedom is itself
dependent on the
assumption of political
responsibilities.”

– Benjamin Barber, Professor of
Political Science, University of
Maryland

Service Learning
Strengthens the K-Plan

by Kristin Armstrong

A
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hospital, or collecting, compiling, and
analyzing data for a social service
agency.
Geist hopes a philosophical expe-

rience runs parallel to the practical
one. "Besides honing skills, service-
learning experiences develop social
responsibility. This, ultimately, helps
students become able citizens,"
Geist says, adding, "service-learning
is a way to bring civic passion into
students’ lives." Jeff Brand ’02
served as the Institute’s post-gradu-
ate fellow this past year. "Service
learning is a natural extension of
experiential education into the class-
room, and in many ways, one of the
greatest outlets for student empow-
erment," he says.
Rebecca Joyce ’94 remembers

her first exposure to that power.
"I grew up in Kalamazoo but service-
learning at ‘K’ involved me with
members of the community with
whom I had never had experience,"
she says. Joyce completed a
service-learning program with
Kalamazoo YWCA's Domestic
Assault Shelter. She played with the
children residing there one evening
a week.
That co-curricular experience

prompted her to sign up for Professor
of Sociology Kim Cumming's
"Introduction to Sociology" course,
which included a service-learning
component. That class involved
Joyce and her peers in community

public health issues, and Joyce met
and worked with persons living with
HIV. "I always enjoyed classes that
used service learning to make ‘real
world’ connections," she says. "By
the time I was a senior I knew that I
wanted a career in which I was
giving back to the community."
According to Geist, Cummings

remains one of the College’s most
committed service-learning practi-
tioners. He offers a Neighborhood
Organizing Practicum each spring
that provides students the opportuni-
ty to grapple directly with urban
issues by working with residents
throughout the city of Kalamazoo.
As a means for students to give

back to the community, service-
learning requires dedicated commu-
nity members. Geist estimates that
more than 40 professionals, from
teachers to doctors to social
workers, are involved with the
College’s service-learning programs.
Among this number, a core of dedi-
cated Kalamazoo College graduates
are working with (or have even
created) service-learning ventures.
Rebecca Joyce is one. The 1994

graduate today is the math and
science curriculum coordinator at the
Woodward School of Technology and
Research, a local elementary school
several blocks from the Kalamazoo
College campus. Woodward is one
of the College’s most significant
service-learning partners. During the
last five years, faculty members
have incorporated service-learning
components involving Woodward
School in courses such as film,
video, environmental education, and
poetry. Co-curricular projects involve
more than 100 Kalamazoo College
students and hundreds of Woodward
students. Joyce has facilitated a
number of these projects. For
example, last year she worked with
30 Kalamazoo College students,

including a group from chemistry
professor Joan Esson’s class that
planned and shared demonstrations
during Woodward students’
chemistry unit.
In other projects, Kalamazoo

College science majors mentor
Woodward students and work with
them on science research projects.
Joyce says, "I think Kalamazoo
College students develop their under-
standing of the scientific process by
guiding the students. It is a lot
harder than they expect to take a
project from start to finish—
especially if the elementary student
starts with a vague goal like ‘I want
to see something blow up.’ The
mentors have to be patient and
dedicated."
Mary McFarlane ’73, who

teaches in a Spanish immersion
classroom at the Lincoln
International Studies School in
Kalamazoo, works with students

from her alma mater in a co-
curricular service-learning program.
The "K" students pair up with
McFarlane’s first graders and offer
one-on-one assistance with reading,
math, or any other subject. "The
work the Kalamazoo College stu-
dents have done has really made a
difference," McFarlane says. She
adds that her first graders gain confi-
dence as well as learn important
basic skills from working in their
native language with college stu-
dents.
Ryan LaBudda ’97, a teacher at

Kalamazoo Central High School,
initiated a co-curricular service-
learning program called AMIGOS.
The program pairs bilingual high
school students from widely diverse
Spanish-language cultural back-
grounds with Kalamazoo College
students who are fluent in Spanish.
The "K" students improve their
second language skills in preparation
for study abroad or hone those skills
if they have just returned from a
Spanish-speaking area. In return, the
high school students receive assis-
tance with core curriculum classes
and social adaptation.
Last spring, the AMIGOS program

completed its second year, and
LaBudda says that everyone involved
—from the students to the school
administrators—is delighted with
the outcomes. "The success of the
program can only be attributed to
the dedicated and involved students
from Kalamazoo College who have
molded it into its present form," he
says. "As an alumnus, I am encour-
aged to see so many students
feeling as I did: that it’s important to
have meaningful community involve-
ment during your academic years."
Not all service-learning projects

involve public education. Len
Mattano ’81, M.D., director of
Michigan State University/Kalamazoo
Center for Medical Studies Pediatric
Hematology/Oncology, and Frank
Powers ’02 created a program in
which Kalamazoo College Spanish-
speaking students serve as inter-
preters for physicians and their
Spanish-speaking oncology patients
and their families. About a half dozen
"K" students are "on call" for that
program. "It’s a fabulous opportunity
for our health sciences and pre-med
students," says Geist.

Len Mattano ’81 and Laura
Mullins use Kalamazoo College
Spanish speaking students as
interpreters for medical staff and
patient families at a Kalamazoo
pediatric oncology and hematol-
ogy clinic.

Senior Michelle Buisito (top photo)
works with three young students in
the elementary classroom of Mary
McFarlane ’73, shown standing in
front of the class (bottom photo).
The students, whose first language
is Spanish, spend half their day in
Mary’s classroom, where only
Spanish is spoken. The other half of
the day is spent in English-only
classrooms.
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ike a Peter Parker alter-ego,
Manager of Advancement

Research Tim Baker navigates a web.
His mission: help maintain and increase
the philanthropy revenue stream indis-
pensable to the health of the K-Plan. By
night, he writes romance short stories.
This “liberal arts superhero” also volun-
teers as an advocate for the National
Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP), leads writing
workshops, and spends lots of time with
his family. In addition, he serves as direc-
tor of communications for the
Association of Professional Researchers
for Advancement-Michigan (APRA-MI).

Because of Baker’s broad and busy
schedule, one might think he’d be more
well known, but few people are even
aware that his job at Kalamazoo College
exists, much less its vital importance.
“I use the Internet,” he says, “to learn
public information about prospective
donors to the college.”

By researching stock reports, busi-
ness databases, and other public infor-
mation, he can discover people that may
be inclined—and have the wherewithal—
to make important gifts to the College.

Baker forwards his preliminary discov-
eries to colleagues in the College’s Major
Gift Office (MGO) for follow-up review
and, in some cases, an initial contact.

“The Kalamazoo College learning expe-
rience depends on philanthropy as well
as tuition,” says Tim. “That’s a fact many
people have never realized. My
work helps the College find and cultivate

philanthropists; indirectly it helps make
the College’s educational experience
excellent.”

Last March the College reached the
$65 million overall goal of its campaign,
Enlightened Leadership: Kalamazoo
College in the 21st Century. The cam-
paign continues until December 2004 so
that specific campaign objectives—like
the renovation and expansion of Upjohn
Library—can be met. Baker’s work is
vital to these outcomes.

Baker’s skills as an Internet researcher
derive in part from two characteristics
that are best described as—well—
liberal-arts-ish. One is his restless
curiosity, and the other his desire to
explore widely. Both traits are evident in
Baker’s own liberal arts journey, which
he began at Morehouse College (Atlanta,
Georgia) with the intent to pursue a
degree in engineering. After his first year
at Morehouse, he transferred to Western
Michigan University. There he became
interested in computer science and
switched to that major. He soon learned
that for him computer programming
lacked the degree of human connection
he desired, so he changed his major to
elementary education.

Then he discovered an interest he
hadn’t really explored yet: writing.
Though he had always enjoyed the
English classes he’d taken in college, he
had never thought of his talent for writing
as a possible career. One of his friends
had read several of Baker’s pieces and
urged him to try and get them published.
Because of that encouragement, Tim
sent off a piece to Jive magazine. It came
back covered with editorial suggestions.
After three more back-and-forths with the
editor, the magazine bought and pub-
lished his story.

Tim began sending his work to many
different magazines, including Jive,
Woman’s World, Black Romance, Black
Confessions, Bronze Thrill, Black Secrets,
and Fiction Feast.

“I wrote many stories in a short period
of time,” he says. “But my writing phi-
losophy is to never write the same story
twice, so I kept each new story fresh.”

Tim has since published more than
100 short stories. Most he calls
“romance” stories that deal with dysfunc-
tional relationships.

“Now I would like to move in a new
direction,” says Tim. “I’m working on a
science-fiction short story and writing a
science fiction novel.” The working titles
are, respectively, The Color of Death
and Infected.

He uses his experience in writing for
publication to help fledgling writers. He
conducts a workshop in Battle Creek
where writers read and critique each
other’s work.

“The workshop not only brings to life
everyone’s writing, it keeps me energized
and motivates me to work on my craft,”
Tim says.

He also finds time to be an advocate
for the NAACP. In that role, he helps
people with job discrimination com-
plaints, acting as a mediator between the

employee and the company. “We try to
remedy the situation and get both parties
to talk,” says Baker.

Baker’s duties as the APRA-MI com-
munication director include disseminating
information about the chapter and its
activities, creating and maintaining the
organization’s web site, and publishing its
newsletter.

Baker’s day job, his writing, and his
volunteer activities collectively finish a
distant second place to his family. He and
his wife Wyonda have a three-year-old
daughter, Nyla Isoke Baker.
“Nyla was the name of an Egyptian
princess,” says Baker. “Isoke is from the
Benin in West Africa and means ‘a satis-
fying gift from God.’” The family resides
in nearby Battle Creek, Mich.

“More than any other element of my
life, Wyonda and Nyla are the deepest
source of my happiness,” says Tim.

Successful, happy, and vital to the
financial health of the K-Plan, Tim Baker
proves that a “regular guy”
can be a liberal arts
superhero.

Wyonda (pregnant with Nyla)
and Tim (in his longer hair days).

by Jean LaViolette ‘03
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Liberal Arts Superhero

L

Tim Baker and an “avenue” of
magazines in which he has
published short stories.
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Prospective students (and the
admission counselors who help
them come to Kalamazoo
College) are about to step
through a portal for a stream-
lined ride! Portal—as in web-
based electronic portal direct to
Kalamazoo College’s office of
admission.

The new portal will allow
for customized and detailed
electronic responses to
inquiries from prospective stu-
dents. More and more, web-
based communication is the
way prospective students do
business.

The new system will launch
in March 2004, and with it will
come a requirement that all
applications, beginning with
the class that will matriculate
in 2005, be submitted electron-
ically. For more information on
the paperless future, check out
http://www.kzoo.edu/admiss/
paperless.html.

Not to fear, though: the
digital world only augments
Admission’s human touch. The
office will continue to build

relationships with prospective
students through the use of
other personalized methods of
contact.

And here’s YOUR part: if
you know of a student who
might be right for Kalamazoo
College, help initiate that per-
sonal contact by completing
and mailing the attached
referral card.

Through
the Portal

The real (rather than virtual) Senior Associate Director of Admission David
Anderson stands behind first-year student Will Walkington of Woodstock, Illinois.
Thanks to the College’s new web portal admission project, future prospective
students will be able to connect with either the real or virtual Anderson. The
human connection of the admission process will be enhanced—never replaced—
by the new project, which Anderson oversees.

...help
initiate
that personal
contact by
completing and
mailing the
attached
referral
card.

Name_________________________________________________________________________

Street_________________________________________________________________________

City____________________________________________State______Zip___________________

Phone______________________________________________ Female � Male �

High School_____________________________________________________________________

City____________________________________________State______Zip___________________

Year of Granduation_________________________________Gd. Pt. Avg.______________________

Academic Interests_______________________________________________________________

Extracurricular Interests____________________________________________________________

STUDENT INFORMATION

Name_________________________________________________________________________

Street_________________________________________________________________________

City____________________________________________State______Zip___________________

Phone______________________________________________ Female � Male �

High School_____________________________________________________________________

City____________________________________________State______Zip___________________

Year of Graduation_________________________________Gd. Pt. Avg.______________________

Academic Interests_______________________________________________________________

Extracurricular Interests____________________________________________________________

STUDENT INFORMATION

Name_________________________________________________________________________

Street_________________________________________________________________________

City____________________________________________State______Zip___________________

Day Phone______________________________________________________________________

Year of Graduation________________________________________________________________

Relationship to Student(s)__________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Date__________________________________________________________________________

ALUMNUS/A INFORMATION

Kalamazoo College
Alumni Referrals

Mail to: David Anderson, Admission
Kalamazoo College
1200 Academy Street
Kalamazoo, MI 49006
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ome college students know
their major before they matricu-

late. Most decide during their first and
second years of college. And a few,
like English professor Andy Mozina,
experience their Paul-on-the-road-to-
Damascus moment in their senior year.
“I was majoring in economics at

Northwestern University, but in my
final year I became very interested in
writing,” says Andy.
He had only taken a few writing and

literature courses, but he could feel his
interest in economics ebb with the
waning of his undergraduate days.
Nevertheless, he graduated with dis-
tinction from Northwestern with a
bachelor’s degree in economics. Then
he decided to explore the depth of his
new found interest.
In 1988, Andy enrolled in the cre-

ative writing program at Boston
University. He completed his master’s
degree in creative writing but was
haunted by the feeling that he lacked a

literature background strong enough to
make him a good writer. But for the
time being, he repressed that ghostly
voice and enrolled in Harvard’s law
school.
As if his life were a novel, Andy

soon learned that repressing desire
may be ineffective. He took a tempo-
rary leave from Harvard and returned
to Chicago, still struggling to give freer
rein to his passion for creative writing.

Meeting Lorri Alberts may have
helped him come to a decision. A pro-
fessional harpist, Lorri was performing
at Chicago-area weddings and con-
certs. She and Andy met through
mutual acquaintances employed by a
bank where both previously had
worked, though at different times.
They fell in love, and Andy decided to
wholeheartedly pursue his passion for
writing. Perhaps the sudden clarity of
what he felt he had to do was related
to the fact that Lorri was an artist. Or
maybe it was a matter of true love, or
some combination of both. Whatever
the complex cause of his decision may
have been, Andy returned to Boston—
with Lorri, now—and quit law school.
He recalled that during the time he

was working on his master’s degree in
creative writing, he had discovered
and cultivated an interest in modernist
literature. He admired William Faulkner,
Gertrude Stein, Joseph Conrad, Virginia
Wolff, and others who wrote during

the first half of the 20th century.
“Their novels deal with the role of

language in identity, the problem of
morality in a godless time, and the
value of art and history,” says Andy.
His curiosity about these issues and

their literary treatment prompted Andy
to return to graduate school soon after
he withdrew from law school. He
chose the English language and litera-
ture program at Washington University
in St. Louis and six years later com-
pleted his second master’s degree and
his Ph.D. in that subject.
By this time, Andy knew that he

wanted to spend the rest of his life
inspiring college students with his love
for the English language and literature.
The only question was where?
After a nationwide search, he came

upon a hillside campus in southwest-
ern Michigan with an interesting name
and an innovative approach to higher
education.

by Jean LaViolette ‘03
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The
Economist
of
English

S

Andy Mozina outside his
Humphrey House office.

Andy Mozina helps a student
with writing, in this case,

Jean LaViolette ‘03,
author of the article.

Andy and his wife Lorri Alberts. Lorri is a
professional harpist and an inspiration

of Andy’s first novel (currently in
progress), The Harpist.
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“The uniqueness and possibilities of
the K-Plan attracted me to Kalamazoo
College,” says Andy. “Going abroad
dramatically transforms many stu-
dents, both as persons and as writers.”
In 1999, Andy and his family moved

to Kalamazoo. Andy and Lorri, who
were married in 1990, now had a baby
girl named Madeleine.
Andy has taught a variety of English

courses since coming to Kalamazoo
College, including Introduction to
Creative Writing, Intermediate Fiction,
Advanced Fiction, Advanced Literary
Studies, and several first-year semi-
nars. Last fall during a sabbatical, he
developed a new course for all English
majors.
“The English Department wanted a

gateway course, an introduction to lit-
erary study that also provides an
overview of the centuries-long history
of English literature,” says Andy.
The new course, called the sopho-

more seminar, will occur during winter
quarter and cover every major period in
400 years of literary studies and criti-
cal theories.
“The course will help students

understand and make connections
between literary periods,” says Andy.
When he’s not preparing for class or

spending time with Lorri and
Madeleine, Andy writes.

Lorri’s profession is the basis for a
novel on which Mozina has been spo-
radically working for more than a year.
The stop-and-start nature of that project
is explained by the rest of his writing
life. Since 1991, sixteen of his short
stories have appeared in literary maga-
zines. He also published a book of
literary criticism titled Joseph Conrad
and the Art of Sacrifice (2001).
Kalamazoo College has recognized

Andy’s gifts as both writer and
teacher. In 2002, he was appointed
the Marlene Crandell Francis Professor
of Humanities, a position endowed by
gifts from Marlene (Crandell) Francis
‘58 (a former English major at “K”) and
her father, the late Richard Crandell ‘32.
Andy has found his vocational love.

Last June, he said farewell to the
students of the class of 2003. He and
those students shared the same “first
year” at Kalamazoo College, and for
that reason he felt a special affinity
with them. He had helped many of
them develop as writers and as people.

Doorways
Maybe you’re not an English major.

But perhaps you know one and wonder
about the attraction of the discipline.
What motivates a person to major in
English? Wonder no more. The answer
can be found in books like the following,
according to Andy Mozina. The trio
below is Andy Mozina’s recommenda-
tion for non-English majors who feel an
urge to explore literature.

Collected Stories by Franz Kafka
Kafka has a wonderful sense of

humor, and the stories are funny and
sad simultaneously. For example, the
overseer character in the story “In the
Penal Colony” shows to a curious
visitor a horrible device that literally
writes a criminal’s sentence on his
body. The overseer climbs into the
device and it malfunctions. Another
story, “The Burrow”, is told from the
point of view of a paranoid ground hog.

One Hundred Years of Solitude
by Gabriel Garcia Marquez
“One of the best novels of the

twentieth century,” says Andy. Garcia
Marquez’s magical realist style com-
bines a more-or-less realistic civil war
in a Latin American setting with fantas-
tical elements such as insomnia
plagues and a character rising into the
air like the flying nun. The novel deals
with reality, fantasy, storytelling, love,
war, loneliness, jealousy, small town
life, epic history, political dishonesty,
and integrity. “Almost everything,” says
Andy, “and it’s written in beautiful
prose that is moving, funny, and
surprising.”

Lord Jim by Joseph Conrad
“A great novel on a lot of levels,”

says Andy. Conrad puts his characters
in difficult, if not impossible, moral situ-
ations. Jim, the first mate on an appar-
ently sinking ship, decides to abandon
the ship and its hundreds of passen-
gers and then has to somehow live
down or overcome the experience for
the rest of his life. “Conrad explores
how we make, question, and enforce
moral codes,” says Andy. “How we
live up to them, or fail to live up to
them.” The novel also includes tradi-
tional romance plot elements: danger
on the high seas, various gun battles
at a distant trading post, a romantic
relationship, and a dramatic final
showdown.

“Their novels deal
with the role of
language in identity,
the problem of
morality in a godless
time, and the value
of art and history.”
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Birthday Bash for Bells and Band
by Jean LaViolette ‘03 Barry Ross can recog-

nize a small miracle.
Here’s one: the 65-
member Kalamazoo
College and Community
Orchestra (KCCO), which
the Kalamazoo College
professor of music
founded in 1992, was born
from something as seem-
ingly inconsequential as a
scheduling conflict.
Because a variety of
organizations scheduled
many daytime events in
Dalton Theatre, Ross
changed the rehearsals of
his then student-only
orchestra from afternoons
to evenings. Suddenly,
many community
members were calling
Ross and asking to join
the orchestra. It quickly
grew and that growth
brought the possibility of
performing a much
broader range of sym-
phonic repertoire.

Ten years later, the
KCCO has become an
important tradition on the
campus and in the city of
Kalamazoo. It was time for
a birthday party!

And what better way
to celebrate than to recog-
nize two other miracles:
the Kalamazoo College
Stetson Chapel bells, cele-
brating a 20th anniversary
of their own, and the visit
to Kalamazoo College of
talented conductor Gustav
Meier, Ross’s conducting

teacher at the Yale School
of Music.

The first event of the
anniversary celebration
was a November concert
that featured a musical
composition commis-
sioned specifically for the
occasion. Lux Esto: Ring
in the Light, composed by
Western Michigan
University music professor
Curtis Curtis-Smith, pays
tribute to the Stetson
Chapel bells (see sidebar)
and honors the life and
achievements of a long-
time orchestra member,
the late Eric Brown.

Eric was a local attor-
ney and amateur violinist.
"He loved music and he
shared that love with the
community by playing
with KCCO," says Ross.
"He rehearsed with us
right up until two weeks
before his death."

The November concert
also featured guest
conductor Gustav Meier.
Meier has been a great
influence on Ross.

"His encouragement
and coaching gave me the
skills and confidence to
establish our orchestra
and lead it through the
first ten years," says Ross.

During the November
concert, Kalamazoo
College recognized Meier
with an honorary degree.
He then took the stage
and conducted
Beethoven’s Egmont
Overture op. 84.

Barry Ross at rehearsal on
Lux Esto: Ring in the Light
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"He is an inspiring con-
ductor and Beethoven is
his specialty," says Ross.

The KCCO anniversary
celebration will continue
with a March performance
titled "Bravo Brahms!"
That concert will show-
case the talent of German
violinist Elisabeth
Kufferath. And in June
2004, the anniversary cele-
bration will conclude
when world-renowned
pianist Orli Shaman
performs with the KCCO.

Ross’ reputation in the
world of music has
enabled the KCCO to bring
in many talented and
famous musicians.
Besides conducting, Ross
is also an active violinist.
He has spent the last 30
years as concertmaster
(another name for the first
chair violinist) of the
Kalamazoo Symphony
Orchestra (KSO). He also
serves as the KSO’s assis-
tant conductor. He has
been a professor at
Kalamazoo College since
1972 and earned the
college’s Lucasse Award in
1994 for excellence in
creative achievement.

Today, the bells of
Stetson Chapel and the
KCCO have become cher-
ished "citizens" of the
Kalamazoo College
campus. And with the
help of visionaries like
Ross, the College contin-
ues to create new small
miracles
everyday.

For more information
about the KCCO, visit their
website at www.kzoo.edu
/kcco/index.html, or call
299.337.7070.

Eight Bells
and

All’s Well

by Jean LaViolette ’03

Standing outside Stetson
Chapel on a brisk winter
morning, one often can hear a
chorus of bells pealing from
the tower. The ringing of the
bells is a distinctive part of
Kalamazoo College’s campus.
But not so long ago the bell
tower stood silent.

This fall the college cele-
brated the 20-year anniversary
of the bells on campus with a
Kalamazoo College
Community Orchestra per-
formance of a musical score
commissioned for the occa-
sion. “Lux Esto: Ring in the
Light” was part of a November
concert that also celebrated
the 10-year birthday of the
KCCO.

The passion of several
people for an ancient English
tradition called "change
ringing" brought the bells to
the Stetson Chapel tower.

One of those people is
Professor Emeritus of
Mathematics Jeff Smith.
Smith learned about change
ringing, the art of ringing bells
in patterns, in the early
1970’s. The elaborate combi-
nations of sounds in specific
succession appealed to his
love of mathematics.

Change ringing dates back
to the Middle Ages when it
was initiated in English
churches. A group of three to
eight people would ring their
bells in complex arrangements.
(continued, next page)
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Eventually, these groups
organized themselves into
"guilds" devoted to improving
their change ringing skill.

During the following cen-
turies, change ringing grew in
popularity and crossed the
ocean to America. Bells were
installed in several cathedrals
on the East coast. However,
change ringing never reached
the high status it had attained
in English churches. Today,
compared with England’s
5,000 change ringing bell
towers, America has about
forty, with only three on
college campuses. Since
1983, one of those three has
been ours.

Stetson tower’s pre-1983
silence didn’t stop Smith
from exercising his interest in
change ringing. He designed
a freshman orientation class
that studied the mathematics
of the art.

Students loved the class,
and demand for an encore
prompted Smith to offer it
every year. Students often sat
on the chapel’s steps ringing
their bells in patterns—an
oddly comic and poignant
image beneath the empty
and silent tower, sort of like
ET phoning home for the
mother ship. Smith began

seeking support for acquir-
ing a set of large change
ringing bells for Stetson
Chapel.

Smith’s dream of change
ringing that would peal
across the campus and
beyond attracted others. Dr.
David Breneman, then presi-
dent of the college, and the
late Maynard Conrad, chair-
man of the development
committee, liked the project.
The trio led an effort that
raised enough money to
bring the bells to Stetson in
celebration of the college’s
150th anniversary.

Any seasoned change
ringer knows that a true
quality bell can only be
made in an English Bell
foundry. Kalamazoo College
commissioned White Chapel
Foundry (London,
England)—which had
founded such famous bells
as Philadelphia’s Liberty Bell
and the bells of Big Ben—to
make for Stetson Chapel
eight bells, ranging in weight
from 334 to 1024 pounds.

They were founded in the
fall of 1983 and shipped the
following spring. "I hope
their sounds remind those
who hear them of the
College’s long history," says

master, Margaret Miller, who
learned to ring at Smith
College.

John Fink and Michelle
Intermont, both professors in
the mathematics department,
Margo Light, a retired profes-
sor of German, and several
community members are
members of the guild as well.

For more information on
the Kalamazoo College Guild
of Change Ringers visit their
website
http://www.albion.edu/math/kcgcr/

Smith. Each bell is named
for a leading light of the
college and inscribed with a
biblical verse.

The largest bell is named
for College co-founder Caleb
Eldred and inscribed with the
verse from Psalms that
reads, "God is our refuge
and strength."

Although Smith has now
retired and there is no longer
a change ringing class
during orientation, first-year
students are offered the
opportunity to join the
Kalamazoo College Guild of
Change Ringers. The guild
meets on Monday and
Wednesday nights and
spends many hours learning
the art of change ringing. "It
takes a certain kind of
student to be able to join
and continue," says Smith.
"Change ringing requires
hours of practice and
patience."

Smith compares its
degree of difficulty to learn-
ing how to play the violin.
Unlike the common church
bells, which can play tunes
and melodies, change
ringing bells swing a full
360-degree rotation and,
because of their weight and
momentum, can take up to
two seconds to fully rotate.

The goal of the change
ringers is to ring a peal,
which produces 40,000 bell
sounds in the course of
three hours. The ringers
follow a complex mathemati-
cal pattern to produce new
sounds.

Several students have
joined the guild. They train
alongside the current ringing

One of eight change ringing
bells in Stetson Chapel, this
one inscribed with the
College motto, Lux esto, and
the name of its first presi-
dent, James A.B. Stone.

Jeff Smith in
the bell tower.
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"Here" refers to the future entryway columns of the renovated and
expanded Upjohn Library Commons (see architectural drawing at left).
Names there will represent one of several ways that the College will thank
persons who provided important gifts (and all gifts are important) in
support of the Upjohn Library Commons project or other unmet campaign
objectives. Construction on the library will begin at the close of this
academic year. Many graduates and friends helped the College surpass
(in May 2003) the $65-million goal for the overall campaign, Enlightened
Leadership: Kalamazoo College in the 21st Century. But the confetti will fly
only when the funds needed for the library project are secured. In October
and November, volunteers from the Kalamazoo community approached
hundreds of friends living in the area. The "Community Campaign"
provided local residents an opportunity to be part of Enlightened Leadership.
Those one-time gifts celebrated Kalamazoo College’s role in making the
greater Kalamazoo community a special place. We have farther to go to
reach the library project goal. For information on what you can do to help
support the Upjohn Library Commons, please review the enclosure in this
magazine or visit www.kzoo.edu/librarycommons/.

Your Name To Go Here?

Kevin Brady ‘84, visiting pro-
fessor of art at Kalamazoo
College, exhibited his latest
work at the Light Fine Arts
Gallery on campus in
October. "I call these works
assembled paintings," he
said. "They are made from
found painted boards sal-
vaged from house and
building renovation sites,
curbsides, and dumpsters.
I select, cut, and combine
parts of the boards I find, but
no additional painting is
involved. Except for cleaning
and occasional sanding, sur-
faces are preserved as I
found them."

The series began for
Brady as an outgrowth of
landscape painting. "That,
too, involved a search and
recovery of pieces from my

environment," he explained.
"Of course those pieces were
optical sensations, translated
as brush marks. These
pieces are physical, concrete
artifacts." The process led to
a widening search and
growing collection of "sou-
venirs"— painted scraps of
wood. These he fits together
in new, often unforeseeable,
combinations. "Collage and
assembly are a kind of build-
ing site for me. Building is a
basic expression of the daily
need to order one’s environ-
ment. The constructive act
counters the deterioration in
these boards." The construc-
tive act also represents, for
Brady, a new approach to the
raw material of landscape.

Brady teaches drawing,
digital art, and visual funda-

mentals at Kalamazoo
College. He has also taught at
the University of Michigan
(Ann Arbor) and Ripon
College (Ripon, Wis.). After
receiving his bachelor’s
degree in art and English
from Kalamazoo College,
Brady earned an M.F.A. in
painting at the University of
Michigan School of Art and
Design and a Michigan sec-
ondary education certification
(art and English) from Hope
College. He is married to
Jennifer Redmann, assistant
professor of German.

The Poetics of
Construction:
Kevin Brady’s
"Assembled
Paintings"

Kevin Brady in his studio,
and portions of his

“assembled paintings.”
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SS p o r t s

Gridiron
Business

ryan Gnyp and Andy
Graham are taking care

of business.
The two senior econom-

ics majors have helped re-
write the Kalamazoo College
football record books. They
and their Hornet teammates
have set single-season
marks for points scored and
total offense. Gnyp holds
nearly every passing record.
Andy Graham ranks second
in career receiving records
behind fellow high school
and college teammate T.J.
Thayer '02.

Gnyp entered the
program as a freshman in
2000, just as the Hornets
were moving from an
option-based running
attack to a wide-open,
multiple set offense. The
transition to a more passing-
oriented offense was a
major attraction for Gnyp.

"I was looking at larger
schools, but the offensive
change at Kalamazoo
opened up another option
for me. The academics were
far more rigorous than any
the Division II schools could
offer, and Kalamazoo
became a better fit for me.”

Gnyp split time at quar-
terback at the start of his
freshman year, but took over
the starting job by the end
of the season.

"It was a tremendous
learning experience to play
as a freshman," Gnyp said.
"Learning the intricacies of
defenses is very important
to our success, and that
knowledge only comes with
experience."

Graham took a different
path to Kalamazoo and
Angell Field. Andy knew in
high school that he wanted
to go into business and
decided to attend
Northwood University, a
Division II school in Midland,
Mich. Graham attended for a
year and was red-shirted.

"T.J. told me about the
great experience he was
having at Kalamazoo, and he
thought I would fit in well in
the system," Graham said.

The next fall Graham was
starting opposite Thayer,
providing a speedy one-two
combination down the field,
and plenty of options for
Gnyp.

The liberal arts and a
smaller school were major
attractions for Graham.

"I see great advantages in
attending a liberal arts
school," Graham said. "Its
environment allows me the
opportunity to see many
subjects from many different
perspectives."

Football is more than a
game for Gnyp and Graham,
as well as many of the
student-athletes at
Kalamazoo. It is an exten-

sion of the classroom. Gnyp
and Graham spend as many
as five hours per week
outside of practice studying
football and looking for ways
to improve.

"We study game film for
hours seeking ways to
exploit defenses," Graham
said. "The coaching staff is
excellent at preparing us for
opponents. We have scout-
ing reports that break down
percentages of plays run
from each formation and
every possible situation."

Football, especially at the
college level, is incredibly
complex. And Kalamazoo's
offense is one of the most
complex systems, one that
depends on the intelligence
of student-athletes that
attend "K."

"The offensive system is
one of the best for a quarter-
back," Gnyp said. "Coach
calls a formation from the
sideline that I relay to the
other players in the huddle.
From that formation we
have 10 different plays that
the quarterback can call
depending on how the
defense sets up. The offen-
sive line and the quarterback

B

Bryan Gnyp ‘04



L u x E s t o W i n t e r 2 0 0 4 19

for a few years after gradua-
tion in sales or in the finan-
cial industry before enrolling
in graduate school. He did
an internship in the sales
and implementation services
divisions at Avaya
Communications, formerly
Lucent Technologies. Gnyp
is completing his Senior
Individualized Project on the
topic of living wage laws,
using nationwide data to
determine if living wage
laws help or hinder commu-
nities.

Graham also plans on
working for a few years
before entering graduate
school. He is completing his
SIP on the economic impact
that professional sports
teams and their stadiums

have on cities and surround-
ing communities. Graham
did not do a formal intern-
ship. Instead, he returned
home each summer to help
manage his father's dairy
farm.

"Our family owns the
farm so we deal with all
aspects of business,"
Graham said. "We negotiate
with salespeople, monitor
feed prices, and handle the
accounting."

Neither student partici-
pated in study abroad but
have benefited vicariously
from the experiences of their
friends and classmates.

"Everyone who has gone
has had a great time," Gnyp
said. "They shared their
stories and experiences so
that we too, at least in a

limited and indirect way,
learned about different
cultures."

Bryan Gnyp and Andy
Graham are taking care of
business. Whether on the
playing field, in the class-
room, or eventually in the
boardroom, the two will
achieve because of the K-Plan
combined with athletics.

have 10 seconds from the
huddle to the line of scrim-
mage to survey the defense
and call the appropriate play
for the situation at hand."

"What our quarterbacks
do is incredible," Graham
said. "They have to know the
situation, what the defense
is doing, who is playing well,
and a host of other factors.
A lot goes through their
mind in 10 seconds. Not
everyone is capable of that."

While Gnyp and Graham
spend a considerable
amount of time in practice
and studying film, they
spend about twice as much
time on their academic
studies.

"We love football," Gnyp
said. "But we realize that
academics come first and
will be the major component
in the quality of life after
college. Academics are our
priority."

Do athletics help in the
classroom? "Absolutely,"
Gnyp and Graham respond.

"Football has helped
sharpen our minds," Gnyp
said. "The ability to think and
react quickly to a variety of
situations is something that
we work on every day under
a lot of pressure."

"Football teaches disci-
pline and accountability,"
Graham added. "On the field
you are expected to do your
part, and in the classroom or
professional setting you are
expected to do your part.
Athletes take pride in
winning and doing well in all
areas of their life."

Gnyp and Graham take
pride in the economics
program just as they do the
football program.

"The economics program
provides a well-rounded
business education," Gnyp
said. "You see all aspects of
business. I feel prepared to
go out into the business
world."

The K-Plan has helped
prepare Gnyp and Graham
for life after college.

Gnyp plans on working

Andy Graham ‘04
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January
24 MT vs. Western Michigan (at West Hills)...........6 p.m.
31 WT vs. Valparaiso.........................................2 p.m.

February
21 MT at Dayton.......................................................9 a.m.
27 WT vs. Wheaton (at Hope)..................................6 p.m.
28 MT vs. Carthage............................................9 a.m.

MT vs. Wayne State......................................6 p.m.
WT vs. Carthage............................................2:30 p.m.

March
6 MT at DePauw.....................................................10 a.m.

MT vs. Evansville..........................................4 p.m.
SB at Ohio Dominican..........................................3 p.m.
BB at Manchester (DH)........................................1 p.m.

9 WT vs. Tri-State............................................4 p.m.
BB at Grace, Ind...................................................4 p.m.

10 BB vs. Concordia.......................................... 3 p.m.
11 SB at Bluffton.......................................................3 p.m.
13 WT vs. Ohio Northern...................................10 a.m.

WT vs. Alma*................................................2:30 p.m.
18-25 SB Spring Trip (Fort Myers, Fla.)
18-25 BB Spring Trip (Fort Myers, Fla.)
20 WT at Washington & Lee.....................................9:30 a.m.
21 WT vs. Mary Washington ...................................10 a.m.

MT at Webber (Babson Park, Fla.).......................1 p.m.
22 MT at Florida Southern (Lakeland).......................2:30 p.m.

MT vs. Palm Beach Atlantic (Orlando).................2:30 p.m.
23 WT vs. UW-Whitewater (at Hilton Head)............8 a.m.
24 WT vs. St. Thomas (at Hilton Head)....................12 p.m.

MT at Rollins (Winter Park, Fla.)..........................2:30 p.m.
26 WT vs. Carleton (at Hilton Head).........................12 p.m.

MT at Emory (Decatur, Ga.).................................2:30 p.m.
27 MT at South (Sewanee, Tenn.)............................10 a.m.
27 SB at Tri-State.....................................................1 p.m.
29 BB vs. Calvin* (DH)......................................2 p.m.
30 WT vs. Calvin*..............................................3 p.m.
31 SB at Calvin*.......................................................3 p.m.

April
1 SB vs. Hillsdale.............................................3 p.m.

WT GLCA Tournament (Location TBD)................TBA
2 BB at Adrian*......................................................3 p.m.

WT GLCA Tournament (Location TBD)................TBA
3 BB at Adrian* (DH)..............................................1 p.m.

MT vs. Toledo...............................................1 p.m.
5 WT at Adrian*.....................................................4 p.m.
6 SB vs. Olivet*...............................................3:30 p.m.

BB at Goshen ......................................................4 p.m.
MT at Calvin*......................................................3 p.m.

7 WT vs. Olivet*..............................................3 p.m.

New inductees into the
Kalamazoo College Athletic Hall
of Fame (pictured with President
James F. Jones, Jr., second from
right) included (l-r): Steven R.
Zuhl ’76, James VanSweden ’73,
and Richard Johnson ’66.
Phil Dillman ‘53 received the
award posthumously. Zuhl was a
four-time All-MIAA selection in
wrestling, as well as league MVP
and NCAA III quarterfinalist in
1975. VanSweden was the MIAA
MVP in men’s basketball in 1972-
73. He holds the school record

for most free throws made in a
season (150) and earned an
NCAA Postgraduate Scholarship.
Johnson was the MIAA men’s
tennis two singles champion in
1963 and one singles champion
in 1964 and 1965. He earned
MIAA MVP honors in ‘65. In
1964, Richard was an NCAA
College division singles quarterfi-
nalist and doubles finalist.
He also earned MVP honors for
the Hornet basketball team in ‘64.
Dillman was an All-MIAA quarter-
back for three seasons and a
four-year varsity letter winner.
He also played basketball for
two seasons.

Four Inducted
Into Hall of Fame

8 SB at Manchester...................................................3:30 p.m.
MT at Aquinas........................................................3 p.m.

9 BB vs. Albion*.................................................4 p.m.
WT at Midwest Regional (Madison, Wis.).............TBA
MT at GLCA Tournament (Oberlin).........................9 a.m.

10 BB vs. Albion* (DH)........................................1 p.m.
WT at Midwest Regional (Madison, Wis.).............TBA
SB at Albion*..........................................................1 p.m.
MT at GLCA Tournament (Oberlin)..........................9 a.m.

12 MT vs. Adrian*................................................3 p.m.
13 WT vs. Hope*..................................................3 p.m.

BB vs. Grace, Ind.............................................4 p.m.
MT at Valparaiso.....................................................3 p.m.

14 SB vs. Hope*...................................................3:30 p.m.
MT at Hope*...........................................................3 p.m.
MT at Tri-State........................................................3 p.m.

15 WT at Saint Mary’s*..............................................3 p.m.
16 BB vs. Hope*...................................................4 p.m.
17 BB vs. Hope* (DH)...........................................1 p.m.

SB at Adrian*..........................................................1 p.m.
18 MT vs. Gustavus Adolphus (Milwaukee, Wis.).......10 a.m.
19 MT vs. Alma*...................................................3 p.m.

BB vs. Calvin*..................................................4 p.m.
MT at Aquinas........................................................3 p.m.

20 SB vs. Alma*...................................................3:30 p.m.
WT at Albion*.........................................................3 p.m.

21 MT vs. Albion*................................................3 p.m.
22 SB vs. Saint Mary’s*.......................................3:30 p.m.
23 MT MIAA Tournament (Kalamazoo)................TBA

BB at Olivet*..........................................................4 p.m.
WT MIAA Tournament (at Albion)..........................TBA

24 MT MIAA Tournament (Kalamazoo)................TBA
SB vs. Goshen.................................................1 p.m.
BB at Olivet* (DH)..................................................1 p.m.
WT MIAA Tournament (at Albion)..........................TBA

27 BB at Spring Arbor .................................................4 p.m.
30 BB vs. Alma* ................................................. 4 p.m.

WT NCAA Regionals (Location TBD)......................TBA
SB MIAA Tournament (Location TBD).....................TBA

May
1 BB vs. Alma*(DH)...........................................1 p.m.

WT NCAA Regionals (Location TBD)......................TBA
MT NCAA Regionals (Location TBD)......................TBA
SB MIAA Tournament (Location TBD)....................TBA

2 MT NCAA Regionals (Location TBD)......................TBA
4 BB vs. Spring Arbor .......................................4 p.m.
7 BB at Tri-State .......................................................4 p.m.
8 BB at Tri-State (DH)................................................1 p.m.
12-17 MT NCAA Championships (Location TBD).............TBA
15-17 WT NCAA Championships (Emory, Ga.).................TBA

* Michigan Intercollegiate Athletic Association contest
Home games in bold Dates and times subject to change
BB - Baseball; SB - Softball; MT - Men’s Tennis; WT - Women’s Tennis

2004 Spring Sports
Composite Schedule
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You had to be there!
You shoulda been there!

More than 600 returning
alumnae and alumni.

Great weather!

OK, OK, we lost the football
game; but it was close, and
the Hornets’ first loss of the
season.

More than anything else, a
chance to renew friendships
and a chance for the young
(at heart) to interact with
the young (in age). One
example: A Stetson Chapel
choir concert combining
singers of classes past with
current members of the
College choir.

Associate Professor of
Music Jim Turner directed a
medley of songs by Henry
Overley and Russell
Hammar. The blending of
those voices in these songs,
said one concertgoer, "was
radiant!"
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quilting
lives
quilt ing
lives

Stephaine Parrish Taylor
Patches Together the Pieces

by Zinta Aistars
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tephaine Parrish Taylor
‘74 has a talent for

patching together pieces
that just don’t seem to fit.
Yet somehow, in her hands,
they do fit, and together all
the varied pieces of fabric
combine into a quilt of bril-
liant hues.
Whenever Stephaine

visited her family during her
years as a philosophy major
at Kalamazoo College, her
father would rustle his
morning newspaper, skim-
ming the classifieds for help
wanted ads for his daughter.
“Once again,” he would sigh,
“no want ads for philoso-
phers!”
Stephaine would laugh

every time her father teased
her with that tongue-in-
cheek remark. She laughs
now, nearly 30 years later.
For all her seemingly
impractical choice of degree,
family support for her con-
tinued education was always
strong. Growing up in
Sewickley, Pennsylvania, just
downriver from Pittsburgh,
young Stephaine (pro-
nounced Stef-uh-knee, and
so named and spelled by
older brother Earl) first came
to Kalamazoo to visit
cousins as a child. Even
then, sightseeing around
the Midwestern city,
she had fallen in love
with the quiet beauty

of the Kalamazoo College
campus. So when Stephaine
had grown and it was time
to choose a college, her
choice was an easy one.
Kalamazoo was that first-and
only-choice. Along with a
beautiful campus, she loved
the idea of study abroad,
and the other elements of
the K-Plan program
appealed as well.
“There may not have

been any help
wanted ads for
philosophers,”
Stephaine
smiles, “but
that train-
ing has
made

good, practical sense all of
my life in both personal and
career choices. I learned to
be a critical thinker at
Kalamazoo.”
Stephaine did her foreign

study in Kenya, where she
met her husband. They
returned to the States, then
moved back to Nairobi
again, where their son, Chris

Kirrinkai, was born. Political
upheaval drove the young
family back across the ocean
to the States, landing them
this time in Bowling Green,
Kentucky.
Both she and her husband

pursued higher degrees. He
went into teaching, and
Stephaine worked for an
insurance firm as an

assistant manager for
Medicare
accounting.

She She

S

Stephaine and daughter Jennifer
draped in a favorite quilt.
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She laughs: “Bit of a joke,
because I couldn’t even
balance my own checkbook.
But success in any endeavor
is all in the philosophy of the
matter, how you approach a
problem, how you process
information and find a solu-
tion.”
The state of Kentucky was

a leader in vocational educa-
tion for kids with disabilities,
and Stephaine felt a call to
help people—in this case,
young people with develop-
mental and learning disabili-
ties and depression—the
“walking wounded,” she
says.
“I got hooked,” she says.

“For the next five years, I
worked in this great job with
great kids who challenged
my skills and my heart, and I
loved it.”

Shortly after her second
child, Jennifer Nicole, was
born, the family moved to
Portland, Oregon where her
husband had secured a
teaching position. In
Portland the marriage came
apart, but the area felt like
home, and Stephaine
continues to live there.
Once again her work helps
people cope with disability.

“Philosophy has helped
me take on the challenges
life offers me,” she says.
“My background at
Kalamazoo had instilled a
confidence in myself that
has become invaluable. I can
take on anything, and I enjoy
work in which I can help
others feel that they, too,
can take on any challenge
that might face them. I’ve

been working for the Office
of Vocational Rehabilitation
Services (OVRS) for almost
16 years. I was first hired as
a deaf blind specialist for the
Oregon Commission for the
Blind, then went to OVRS as
a counselor. Today I am
branch manager at the
OVRS.”
One of Stephaine’s recur-

ring challenges is identifying
the values upon which she
can base her choices for
treatment of the disabled. “If
philosophy is a means to
understanding the values
behind decisions, then I use
philosophy every day.
Budget cuts are the norm
right now, and when choos-
ing where those cuts will be
made, I think in terms of
values. When we are talking
about public policy issues or
when I have to articulate to
various policy makers what
the commission requires in
order to function, I have to
reevaluate the values that
underpin the decisions we
make about the care we
provide. Philosophy and the
entire liberal arts help me
with this work.”
Although Stephaine had

once seen herself joining the
ranks of the academe when
her father was rustling that
newspaper and scanning
help wanted ads, she has no
regrets concerning the posi-
tion she holds today.
“Had I realized sooner

how much I would enjoy

working with the disabled, I
may have started right out of
college,” she shakes her
head. “The ability to change
life for the better for these
people keeps me going. The
strength of human character
never ceases to amaze and
inspire me.”
According to Stephaine,

vocational rehab budget
cuts significantly changed

the care of the disabled. In
earlier years, many of the
disabled lived in institutions
or were cared for in
hospitals. Today, many find
themselves on the streets,
homeless and jobless,
without medical care. Those
suffering the effects of
various physical handicaps,
depression, bipolar disorder,
schizophrenia, mental retar-
dation, or a long list of other
cognitive disorders, often
learn not to trust themselves
or their ability to function as
a part of society, and they
give up trying. Stephaine’s
primary focus is helping
them trust themselves again
(or perhaps for the first
time), and to gain confi-
dence in the abilities they do
have.
“Most of the people that

we help have done what I

Several Kalamazoo College graduates
joined Stephaine at her October show in
the Parish Gallery in Washington, D.C.
Pictured with Stephaine (left) are Gail
Raiman ‘73 (center) and Rhonda
(Mitchell) Rolfes ‘73.
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call ‘serious time’ in psychi-
atric care of one kind or
another. Our focus is to get
them employed. Employment
is crucial to self-esteem.
Most want to work. We help
them find employment, and
we talk to employers and
convince them to give the
disabled a chance. Once
they get that chance, it is
very rare that the employer
isn’t pleased with the work
being done.”
There are individuals,

Stephaine says, who worry
about losing medical cover-
age if they begin to earn a
regular paycheck, and the
agency helps with this
concern, too. Almost all of
the disabled need some kind
of medical coverage, with
monthly expenses ranging
as high as $1,500 for some.

Not losing coverage
becomes crucial. Budgets
are worked out, and employ-
ment is found that fits the
time, abilities, and needs of
each individual.
“What I learned early on in

working with the disabled,”
Stephaine says, “is that their
disability is only a small part
of their identity. I have
learned that almost every-

one can do something and
do it well. When I first
started here, I worked with a
woman who was deaf and
blind. She also suffered from
seizures, cerebral palsy, and
mental retardation. I mistak-
enly thought we would
never be able to find work
for this young woman. I was
wrong. She got a job
working at a copy center,

20 hours a week. She used a
scooter to get around, and
soon was making more
money than her mother, her
primary caregiver. That
experience led to a shift in
the young woman’s perspec-
tive, and in mine. The own-
ership of one’s own world
changes a person.
Employers that we had to

convince to hire the disabled
come back to us frequently
on their own, asking if we
have any more workers
available for them.”
The work is tremendously

satisfying, but also exhaust
ing. And stressful.
Stephaine’s hands reach for
a piece of brightly colored
fabric as she talks about her

work. Often during meetings
at the agency, while dis-
cussing various challenges
and their solutions,
Stephaine’s creative side
surfaces to ease the stress.
It’s common to see her at
the meeting table with a
quilt spread across her
knees, her hands working
the stitches.
“Quilting keeps me sane,”

she laughs. “So much in
social work can feel like it is
out of one’s control. Many
social workers need a cre-
ative outlet, and I find that
quilting is the therapeutic,
controlled, artistic outlet that
helps me deal with my life.”
A nationally recognized

quilter, Stephaine started
sewing, knitting, and embroi-
dering when she was four
years old. Her mother taught

“Quilts are not only
beautiful, but they tell a
story. My quilts are a
combination of patterns
I find and patterns that I
create myself. I find
symbols that have meaning
to me, and I transfer them
into my quilt to tell my story
for me.”
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her, and today needlework
remains a part of Stephaine’s
daily life. Even when watch-
ing television or talking on
the phone at home, her
hands stay busy. Having a
preference for “old tech-
nology,” she keeps a simple
wooden frame in her living
room, stretching the squares
of fabric across the frame
and stitching more squares
to create more elaborate
patterns.
“My great grandmother,

born into slavery, had made
a quilt for her daughter—my
grandmother—and placed it
in her hope chest. The quilt
has been passed on to me,
and as the years go by, I
cherish it more and more.
That quilt has always been
an inspiration to me.”
While living in Kentucky,

Stephaine made a quilt for
her son, then others for her
husband and his mother.
When her daughter was
born, she made a quilt for
her. Special occasions are
marked with her quilts.
When a classmate from
Kalamazoo College was
diagnosed with HIV,
Stephanie created a quilt for
him to show her support
and love.

“It is a way for me to
connect with the important
people in my life. Quilts are
not only beautiful, but they
tell a story. My quilts are a
combination of patterns I
find and patterns that I
create myself. I find symbols
that have meaning to me,
and I transfer them into my
quilt to tell my story for me.”
Stephanie has had great

success in juried shows
nationwide. The first time
she entered a quilt into a
state fair, she won a prize,
and, gathering her courage
to try again, she entered
another quilt into a contest
sponsored by Better Homes
and Gardens to raise funds
for the homeless. The idea
of combining her art and her

cause felt right, and the quilt
looked right to the judges.
She won first prize. Her first
one-person show took place
in Pennsylvania, and she
was invited to be a featured
artist at the Ebony Arts
Festival in Fitzgerald,
Georgia, where she was
offered a post as artist-in-
residence to teach middle
school. Stephaine’s show
“Tribal Coverings” in her
hometown of Portland was
inspired by African textiles,
and that show was critically
and commercially success-
ful. More shows have fol-
lowed, and the most current
show, inspired by a trip
Stephaine recently took to
India, occurred in the Parish
Gallery in Georgetown,
Washington, D.C., in October
2003.

“I’ve never been formally
trained as an artist,”
Stephaine says, “but if you
have a love for the craft, you
can learn. I suppose that’s
the lasting gift of my liberal
arts education at Kalamazoo
College. My philosopher’s
mantra: All pieces fit, and
when we find the right place
for every piece, we create
something of function and
beauty.”

“My great grandmother,
born into slavery, had
made a quilt for her
daughter—my grand-
mother...the quilt has
been passed on
to me...”

Stephaine receiving the
Distinguished Service Award
from Mark Gibson, aid to the
governor’s office in Oregon.
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very spring, Molly
(Niedbalski) Cline ‘76

thinks of Michigan woods.
When the trees in St. Louis,
Missouri, come into bloom,
spring flowers burst with
color, and the soil warms in
readiness to be planted,
Molly remembers her days
as a student at Kalamazoo
College.

“I liked that plant stuff,”
Molly says with a smile. That
sentiment may seem strange
at first, because the
company where Molly has
worked since 1987 is the
creator of the world’s best
selling plant killer—
Roundup® herbicide. But
Monsanto also produces
seed brands, including
DeKalb® and Asgrow®,

and applies biotechnology to
improve crop plants. In fact,
plant biotechnology is a
primary focus of Monsanto’s
future, and Molly is commit-
ted to that future.
“It all began with science

classes my father encouraged
me to take at Kalamazoo
College,” she says. “My
father was a scientist, so he
wanted me to understand
and enjoy science. During
my third quarter at ‘K’, I had
a botany class with Paul
Olexia, and much of that
class we spent wandering
around the woods, collect-
ing, observing, and making
detailed drawings of plants.”
Molly Cline’s family moved

to Kalamazoo when she was
in high school. Molly chose
Kalamazoo College, drawn
by the strength of the
language and study abroad

programs. She majored in
biology and Spanish.
“There was so much

writing!” Molly recalls. “Paul
Olexia always asked tough
questions, he wanted us to
think critically—and at the
same time I was taking lan-
guage classes, learning how
to more precisely and effec-
tively express myself. This
turned out to be a wonderful
combination—language and
science—that I use in my
work today. At Kalamazoo
College we learned to do
research and to explain that
research to the world.”
As a student, Molly also

found time to play violin.
She studied music with
Barry Ross, who, she says,
gave her as much attention
as he did to music majors.
Music became her means of
relaxing her mind and

Queen of the Soybean

E

by Zinta Aistars Molly on the
Monsanto
campus.
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refreshing her spirit. Tennis
was another favorite pastime
for Molly. “Even if I was one
of a very few students who
had to repeat my introductory
tennis P.E. class,” she says.
“I am grateful for that

diversity in my undergradu-
ate experience. Everything I
learned at ‘K’ I am using in
my life today. With my work,
I obviously must know
science. But my undergradu-
ate languages education and
study abroad in Spain taught
me how to conduct business
on an international basis.
And I play the violin with my
daughter to relax.”
Molly earned her master’s

degree and Ph.D. in plant
pathology at the University
of Illinois. A large compo-
nent of her graduate studies
included international study
programs.
“Monsanto is a global

company, and I travel fre-
quently. From my office in
St. Louis, I deal with interna-
tional contacts on a daily
basis. Because of my experi-
ences in study abroad, I
learned to appreciate the
common characteristics
shared by all cultures. But
cultures also differ, and it is
wise to appreciate those dif-
ferences.”
In graduate school, a pro-

fessor had recommended
that Molly take her research
findings directly to farmers
and the general public. Molly
discovered that she loved
this kind of extension work
and that she had a talent for
speaking about science to
nonscientific audiences. She
enjoyed what she calls the
transfer of information. After

completing her graduate
studies, her first job at the
University of Illinois
Cooperative Extension
Service was to give lectures
and workshops to farmers
about how to apply fungi-
cides. She conducted hands-
on clinics regarding corn and
soybeans, speaking to as
many as 400 people at a
time.
“I loved that work,” Molly

says. “I loved to see the user
of the product. I met with
homeowners, groundskeep-
ers of golf courses, horticul-
turists, farmers, professors,
and professional geranium
growers. I gave many talks
on horticulture, discussed
research studies on various
plant diseases, and authored
many articles for trade jour-
nals. Eventually Monsanto
recruited me.”
Monsanto sought Molly to

work with their herbicides,
including a product that has
become a household name
for any gardener and anyone
who enjoys keeping a neat
lawn, patio or sidewalk:
Roundup® herbicide.
“I was good at connecting

the implications of a scientif-
ic concept to a person with
specific needs,” says Molly.
“And then connecting that

person with other persons.
That process continues to be
the best part of my work. I
love connecting plant
science to people, and each
step of my career has taken
me further from the lab and
closer to people.”
Working as a liaison

between Monsanto and the
public, Molly became the

spokesperson for lawn and
garden uses of Roundup®

herbicide. She had a hand in
decisions on labeling,
product safety and environ-
mental issues, marketing
campaigns, and consumer
information hotlines for the
lawn and garden market.
“Scientists shouldn’t just

be talking to themselves,”

Molly has become
Monsanto’s liaison
with clients as well
as the general public.
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Molly insists. “Science must
be available and accessible to
the public. Education is a vital
part of marketing a product.”
In the 1990s, the biotech

industry began to emerge
with research on plant
biotechnology. Molly was
given her greatest challenge
yet—to build public accept-
ance of agricultural biotech-
nology. Her work has focused
on glyphosate-tolerant
soybeans, the most widely
grown biotech crop in the
world.
“Few technologies have

developed as quickly as
biotechnology, few have
been so needed or so quickly
absorbed,” says Molly. “This
rapid introduction has raised
questions and concerns.”
As the world’s population

grows, she explains, so does

the need for food. Biotech-
nology can improve how
food, feed, and fiber are
grown and provide a more
abundant food supply. Food
plants can be bioengineered
to reduce the need for pesti-
cide sprayings, thereby
making modern agriculture
more environmentally sus-
tainable. Biotechnology also
allows farmers to produce
foods with better nutrition
and improved taste.
Many people have con-

cerns about the limits of our
knowledge regarding the
long-term effects of biotech.
Whenever a change is made
in plant genetics, concerns
rise about environmental
issues and safety. This is
where Molly steps in.
“People are concerned

when they hear that food is

being genetically modified.
People come to me with
concerns and questions, and I
provide answers. The focus of
my efforts has always been
world population growth and
environmental protection.”
Plant biotechnology, Molly

says, is not so much a change
in the genetic code of a plant
or a seed, as it is a speeding
up of the natural process of
selection towards achieving a
better seed. These seeds are
more resistant to insects and
plant diseases. Some geneti-
cally modified seeds can be
planted in weedy soil and
require less tilling, which
reduces soil erosion.
“An interest in preserving

our environment is universal,”
Molly says. “Everyone wants
to raise food crops with
minimal impact to the envi-
ronment. If we can produce a
seed that requires less pesti-
cide application, we have
less impact on the environ-
ment. Consumers can relate
to that.”
In the short span of time

since biotechnology has
entered the food and pharma-
ceutical market, about 80
percent of today’s soybean
acres in the United States,
according to Molly, are
planted as a biotech crop.
About 70 percent of the
canned, boxed, and frozen
foods in the modern grocery
store have some biotech
component.
Another benefit of plant

biotechnology are plant-made
pharmaceuticals. Advances in
biotechnology have made it
possible to genetically modify
plants, such as corn, to
produce therapeutic proteins

such as monoclonal antibod-
ies, enzymes, and blood
proteins essential for the
production of a wide range of
medicines. The modified
plants are grown under highly
regulated conditions to
produce these proteins. After
the plants are harvested, they
go through a series of pro-
cessing steps that separate
and purify the proteins, which
are then delivered to pharma-
ceutical companies.
Corn is the most common

plant chosen to produce
proteins. Field service
providers who grow such
genetically modified corn are
carefully chosen and trained,
and each step of the growing
process is closely regulated.
Plant biotechnology has

had and will continue to have
an effect on food production,
world hunger, nutrition, and
the environment. And health
care and medicine are the
new frontiers of this kind of
technology, Molly says. “My
goal is to be a part of this
exciting area of research.
Being a student at Kalamazoo
College gave me the tools to
excel in science and science
communication. It also
instilled in me the sense of
possibility.”



L u x E s t o W i n t e r 2 0 0 432

ow do you weigh a
whale? How can you lift

your best friend off the
ground with a straw? How
can you measure the earth?
How do you make a dropped
quarter defy gravity and fall
sideways? Inquiring young
minds across the country
want to know—and it’s the
job of Richard Hudson ‘69 to
help them discover the
answers.
Richard Hudson is the

executive producer of
DragonflyTV, a Public
Broadcasting Service (PBS)
science series for children
ages 9-12, and the only
program on American televi-
sion devoted entirely to
science. The show, based in
St. Paul, Minnesota—features
kids doing science experi-
ments. The kids bring an

enthusiasm and natural
curiosity to the show that
professional actors or adult
hosts would be hard put to
duplicate. Launched in early
2001 on PBS stations nation-
wide, the show has become
a valuable resource in many
science classrooms across
the country. Free publications
for students and teachers are
provided with each show.
“To paraphrase Carl

Sagan, we live in a world
that is exquisitely dependent
on science and technology,”
Richard says, “but, ironically,
almost no one knows much
about science and technolo-
gy. DragonflyTV teaches kids
how to use the scientific
method to answer questions
about the world around
them. If the show gets kids to
think of science in a user-

friendly way, we have
accomplished something
important.”
Kids do well in science up

until about the 4th grade,
Richard says, and then a
sharp decline begins in their
level of interest. By 12th
grade, science has lost all its
appeal for many young
people. DragonflyTV works
to maintain and increase that

interest. Participants include
an equal number of girls and
boys, and represent diverse
ethnic groups.
“When I was a student at

Kalamazoo College, I was
one of the many who
thought I might go in one
direction when I started but
ended up going in a com-
pletely different direction by
the time I ended,” Richard
says. “I began with music,
but finished with a physics
degree. That’s the beauty of
a liberal arts education. It’s
rather absurd for an under-
graduate to be specializing in
anything. Those are the
years for exploration and for
making connections that will
endure the rest of your life.”
Originally attracted to

Kalamazoo College because
of its K-Plan, Richard went to
Germany for his study
abroad experience. For both
his internship and senior
individualized project (SIP),
he worked in a physics lab
for a company in Cleveland
that later hired him after he
graduated from Kalamazoo.
“Networking is one of the
primary advantages of doing
a SIP,” he says. “I still tap into
some of those connections
today when putting together
ideas for new science
shows.”
Much of Richard’s work

today involves fundraising. A
PBS show depends on grants
and donations from various
public sources, and when
those run out, the show
ends.

“Newton’s Apple was the
predecessor for DragonflyTV,”
Richard recalls. “That, too,
was a science show for kids.

by Zinta Aistars

The liberal arts background fits the
science mission of Richard Hudson

H
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I spent 15 years as a member
of the Newton’s Apple pro-
duction team, creating nearly
50 major segments for the
program in all areas of
science.”
In 1989, the work of

Richard and his team paid
off. Newton’s Apple won an
Emmy Award for outstanding
children’s series. In 1992 the
show earned a second nomi-
nation.
For lack of funding, the

award winning science show
was forced to close down,
but Richard’s ever-inquisitive
mind and watchful eye did
not.
“Waiting for a business

meeting, I picked up a chil-
dren’s science magazine
called Dragonfly and
skimmed its pages. I thought,
‘What a good idea this would
be for a science show! Real
kids with real questions.’ It
took five years from that
moment to the premier of
the show, and much of that
time was spent fundraising.
Our major support today
comes from the Children’s
Foundation of Best Buy, Inc.,
and from the National
Science Foundation.”
Like Newton’s Apple,

DragonflyTV has also won

several awards—the CINE
Golden Eagle Award, the
World Silver Award from the
New York Festivals, and the
Chris Award from the
Columbus International Film
and Video Festival. The
DragonflyTV web site
(www.dragonflytv.org) has
won the Broadcast Design
Association Bronze Award.
To keep the show lively

and fresh, Richard credits his
“mix of experience,” a well-
spring for a constant flow of
new ideas.
“I was actually hired here

at Twin Cities Public
Television because I had
variety in my background,”
he says. “My education
during and after Kalamazoo
College embraced science,
music, theater, and televi-
sion. After ‘K,’ I worked in
commercial research
physics. After that I joined
the military, and that, in turn,
prompted another career
change. I went back to
school to earn a master’s
degree in drama at the
Catholic University School of
Drama. I earned a second
master’s and a doctor of
musical arts in performance
and production at the
Eastman School of Music.”

Richard and his
DragonflyTV staff of 15 often
discover new ideas from the
stars of the show: kids.
“Once we get an idea that

sounds workable, we discuss
its science aspects. We brain-
storm, make a plan, and then
begin shooting. Usually the
shoot requires about two
days, but the editing might
require two weeks. The seg-
ments are then packaged
into half-hour programs.
Parts of the show are trans-
ferred to the web site and
incorporated into publica-
tions sent out to schools
nationwide. We do 13
episodes a year, but each
show is replayed many times
for an estimated 25 million
viewings.”
So how can you lift your

best friend off the ground
with a straw?
“Tape together some

plastic garbage bags to
create one big bag, poke a
hole in one corner, and insert
a straw. Put a big, thin board
on the bag, and tell your
friend to have a seat on top
of the board. Blow in the
straw and watch your friend
be lifted by the power of air
pressure!”
How do you measure the

circumference of the Earth?
“That’s simple. Go outside

at noon and measure your
shadow made by the sun.
We have a link on our web
site where you can post your
zip code and how many
inches your shadow was at
noon, and, using measure-
ments from other kids else-
where in the country, you
figure out the size of the
Earth.”
And that quarter that

defies gravity and falls side-
ways?
“Slide a quarter to the

edge of a table. Lay a ruler
so it lines up diagonally to
the table edge, one end
hanging over, the other end
touching the quarter. Put a
second quarter on the end of
the ruler hanging over the
edge of the table, put your
thumb on the ruler, then use
a second ruler to give the

first a good whack along the
edge that hangs over the
table, and watch those
quarters go!” [see science
journal page below]
Why do they fall differently?

And will they hit the ground
at the same time?
Ah, questions! Richard

Hudson laughs, for a
moment the mischief of a
boy in his eye. “You’ll have
to watch the show,” he says.
Or better yet, do the experi-
ment with a kid.

The golden glow coming
from Richard’s office is the

Emmy Award won in 1987 for
the children’s science show,

Newton’s Apple.
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hen undergraduate
physics major Marian

Heller ‘84 was working on a
second bachelor’s degree in
jazz flute performance, her
music professor urged her to
explore widely among many
musical styles. Only after
such exploration would it be
wise to limit her singing and
playing to a particular genre.

Wide exploration is an apt
mantra for this mechanical
engineer and cabaret singer.
Physics? Music? Cabaret?

Engineering? Add “teacher”
and “author” to this liberal
arts mix and you have the
elements of a unique farther
journey.
Marian Heller and Kalamazoo

College go back a long way.

She grew up in a house for-
merly located on the present-
day site of the College’s Dow
Science Center. Heller is the
oldest of five children and the
self-described “family wan-
derer,” a trait she likely inher-
ited from her mother, a New
Zealand native who loves
to travel.
Marian attended Kalamazoo

Loy Norrix High School and
matriculated to Kalamazoo
College as a Heyl scholar in
1980. At “K” she majored in
physics and German. She
studied abroad in Bonn,
Germany, and completed her
senior individualized project
(SIP) in Atlanta with Larry
Banta ‘73, who was at that
time a professor at Georgia

Yet all experience is an arch wherethro’
Gleams that untravell’d world, whose margin fades
For ever and for ever when I move.
How dull it is to pause, to make an end,
To rust unburnish’d, not to shine in use!
As tho’ to breathe were life.

Tennyson, “Ulysses”

From Heyl to

“Girl With a Curl ”:

The Quintessentially
“K” Journey of
Marian Heller

W

“Girl With a Curl ”:



Tech. Heller’s SIP work
involved engineering and
solar energy.
After graduating from

Kalamazoo College in 1984,
Marian returned (assisted by
a Kalamazoo College post-
graduate stipend) to the
University of Bonn for addi-
tional courses in German
language, history, and
politics, as well as French,
Spanish, and Polish. During
this time she took on some
translation work, sang in
several cabaret clubs, and
traveled extensively. Her
sojourns included a two-week
hitchhike through Poland,
which years later would
inspire a book.
She returned to the United

States to earn a master’s
degree in mechanical engi-
neering (with an emphasis on
solar energy) from New
Mexico State University
(NMSU). She accepted a posi-
tion with Lockheed at NASA’s
White Sands Test Facility in
Las Cruces, New Mexico,
where her work focused on
space debris impact testing.
She also did some work at
NMSU in the engineering
fields of solar and alternative
energy.
And then, even though she

liked the field of engineering,
she opted for a career
change. Like Tennyson’s rest-
less Ulysses, Marian left New
Mexico for Boston and the
Berklee College of Music,
where, during the next three
years, she earned her
bachelor’s degree in jazz
flute performance.
Her desire for a career in

music did not come as a
complete surprise, for music

had always been a part of her
life. In high school she had
played the flute and had sung
in the choir. She had been
principal flutist in the
Kalamazoo Junior Symphony.
In College, she continued her
involvement in orchestra and
choir, took performance
lessons, and participated in
the Bach Festival Orchestra.

In Boston she supported
herself with a variety of teach-
ing jobs, including math tutor-
ing and assisting students
prepare for college and grad-
uate school entrance exams.
On this latter subject she
wrote a number of teaching
manuals. During the course of
these various assignments,
she discovered an aptitude
and passion for teaching,

which she would have to put
on hold for a while.
In 1998 she moved from

Boston to New York City,
ready for full-time work as a
musician. “I wanted to be a
full-time working jazz per-
former,” she says. “I thought I
could perhaps consult in engi-
neering on a part-time basis
during the lean periods
should I discover that being a

full-time musician turned out
to be a feast-or-famine
proposition.
“Turns out I was naíve,” she

adds, “about both the avail-
ability of consultant work and
the realities of becoming a
professional musician.
“Few people know the

harsh business realities faced
by a working musician,”
Marian adds. “I learned the
hard way.”
Gigs seemed few and far

between. Through her net-
working in the engineering
community, Marian heard of a
New Jersey Klezmer band
seeking a flutist and vocalist.
“Klezmer is like East
European Jewish jazz,”
Marian explains. She sent
them a demo tape. Could she
sing in Hebrew, they asked.
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Marian’s pose during her Julliard
show (“There Once Was a Man”) is

reminiscent of her singing as a little girl.

“Few people know the harsh
business realities faced by a
working musician...I learned
the hard way.”
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You bet. “I figured that
somehow I’d do it,” laughs
Marian, and she did.
“I sang the Hebrew phonet-

ically,” she says. “It was fun
work, and I learned a lot. But
then my car was stolen,
which put an end to the New
Jersey commute.”
Marian became a vocal

classical soloist for a church,
a job that has lasted four and
a half years but doesn’t pay
all the bills.
“So I took a position in the

provost’s office of Barnard
College and became an
adjunct instructor at Baruch
College,” she says.
Eventually she went to work
full time for the National
Action Council for Minorities
in Engineering, where she
helped develop scholarship
programs and recruit minority
candidates into the field.
She didn’t give up on her

dream of music, but she
began to feel a tug on the
part of her that loved teach-
ing. She took on volunteer
work in professional develop-
ment and education for the
American Society of
Mechanical Engineers. She
did her work so well that
ASME offered her a full-time
position as its coordinator of
educational activities.
She took that job. She also

took a course in musical
theatre at Julliard, which cul-
minated in a singing and
dancing performance. She
enrolled in an acting course,
and her one audition landed
her a part in a hit show. She’s
put acting on hold (for now),
but the experience influenced
her musical explorations.
She created “Girl With A

Curl,” a cabaret performance
of 14 related songs. “Cabaret
was pretty much a new
musical journey for me,”
Marian says, recalling the
admonition of her Boston
music professor. “Jazz
focuses on the music—
melodic and harmonic
improvisation—but cabaret is
all about the lyrics. It draws
on the art of acting and
expresses a greater vulnera-
bility.”

Accompanied by Rick
Jensen on piano, Marian
sings the show’s fourteen
songs, all of which she select-
ed and two of which she
wrote. The show ran on three
occasions in September and
October at the club “Don’t Tell
Mama” on West 46th Street.
According to Marian, the

show’s song cycle, which
begins with a ditty she sang

in the second grade, cele-
brates rediscovery of innate
childhood playfulness.
“Thematically the songs
combine to say: ‘It’s taken
me 35 years to get back to
what I knew in kindergarten,
embrace a sense of mischief,
and toss out the rule book.’”
The name of the show
derives from a Mae West line
(with one Heller alteration) in

the movie I’m No Angel:
“There once was a girl with a
curl in the middle of her fore-
head. When she was good,
she was very very good, but
when she was bad, she was
better.”
Marian plans to submit one

of the songs (a piece she
wrote titled “I Have Moved
On”) to an ASCAP
singer/songwriter showcase.

If it is selected (at LuxEsto’s
press time, the outcome was
not yet known) she will
perform it at a major New
York City concert.
In the meantime, Marian

has made peace with the
combination of day job and
artistic dream. “In fact, I’ve
discovered that my work
experience brings a great
deal to my music,” she says.

“Both are immensely satisfy-
ing in different ways.”
She loves her work at

ASME. “Mechanical engineer-
ing is called the ‘liberal arts of
engineering’ because of its
flexibility and breadth,” says
Marian. “But all engineering
fields require a liberal arts
foundation in subjects such
as communication, ethics,
and project management.”
Marian’s background well

equips her to help with a new
educational focus in engi-
neering: study abroad. An
increasing number of engi-
neering institutions and pro-
fessional organizations
consider study abroad indis-
pensable to the discipline’s
practice. “International collab-
oration is becoming custom-
ary in engineering projects,”
Marian explains. “And engi-
neers are trained differently in
different parts of the world.
Study abroad makes students
aware of these differences
and develops skills that will
help make differences an
advantage rather than an
impediment to an engineer-
ing project.”
Study abroad plays a role

in Marian’s next artistic explo-
ration, a book of creative
nonfiction based on her hitch-
hiking trip in Poland.
“Fortunately my parents

saved all the letters I wrote
home during that time,”
she says.
The Poland trip connects

directly to her postgraduate
studies at the University of
Bonn, which are linked to her
junior-year study abroad
experience, a single compo-
nent of her Kalamazoo
College liberal arts experi-
ence, the jump-off point for
so many farther journeys.
According to Marian,
Kalamazoo College is a good
place for adventurers, the
restless, and the curious.
“It’s probably the only school
Tennyson’s Ulysses would
have chosen. I know it
certainly worked for me,”
she says.

Marian
with the

director of
her cabaret show.
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You don’t have to be rich to
make a legacy gift. You just
have to want to leave
Kalamazoo College a better
place.

Anyone can leave a legacy.
Even small bequests can make
a big difference to a nonprofit
organization like Kalamazoo
College.

Leaving a legacy is about
you and your decision to
remain in control of your
wealth and assets. It’s about
setting an example for others to
follow. It’s about bringing your
family together, exploring the
values, ideals, and life experi-
ences you cherish most and
considering your legacy.

You can make a lasting
difference in the lives that will
experience the College’s farther
journey.

For more information,
contact Director of Gift
Planning Sherie Veramay
at 269.337.7238 /
sveramay@kzoo.edu.

Leave a Legacy®
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Kalamazoo
College
Young Author

argaret Xu, 12-year-old
daughter of Guoqi Xu, history,
and Ann You, business office,
wrote a book of poems about
Kalamazoo College. Titled
Kalamazoo College in Pictures and
Poems, 2003 Edition, the book
includes original artwork to
complement the author’s pho-
tographs and poems. The
inside cover features a dedica-
tion: "To Kalamazoo College,
for its great students, excellent
teachers, (sic) and has the best
cafeteria I’ve ever been to! Go
Hornets." And the back cover
includes three "rave reviews"—

one by Robert Frost (who calls
the author "One of the top
young poets of our time"); a
second from Booklist ("Poems of
such rare excellence that poets
would be inspired everywhere");
and this editor’s personal
favorite, by Edgar Allan Poe: "A
wonderful book, but it’s too
optimistic." Poem titles include
"A Historic Site," "Squirrel,"
"Spring," "Science," "Red
Square,” "Behind the Bench,"
and "Oh, Lamp Post." We
reprint the latter (with the
author’s permission) on the
opposite page.

M

Beneath the lamp post that inspired her
muse, Margaret Xu (left) and her little
sister Julia read from Margaret’s book
of poems about Kalamazoo College.
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