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Dear Alumni, Families of Students,
and Friends of Kalamazoo College:
This year marks both the 175th anniversary of the College and the 50th anniversary of its

study abroad program. In honor of these milestones, we’ve planned a year-long celebration,

and you are invited!

On-campus festivities begin April 24 with the annual Founders Convocation in Stetson Chapel.

The choir will sing, distinguished faculty and alumni will speak, and College pioneers will be

honored in a very special program.

In keeping with our goal of engaging the campus and community in ways that foster

collaborative learning and civic participation, current students, faculty, staff, and interested alumni

will fan out through the Kalamazoo community on May 17 for a “Day of Gracious GIVING” in

which we perform gifts of service to our “home town.”

Commencement weekend (June 14-15) will feature numerous anniversary touches, including

the publication of A Fellowship in Learning: Kalamazoo College, 1833-2008, a history book by our

very own Marlene Crandell Francis ’58. Fall celebration events will focus on the 50th anniversary of

study abroad. Homecoming (Oct. 24-26) will include a panel discussion on the importance of

internationalism in a liberal arts education, program reunions, and memorabilia displays.

You will learn more about these and other events at www.kzoo.edu/time-travel. When launched,

this website will include a timeline of the College’s history and a library of digital images and theme

pages on athletics, faculty, curriculum, student life, study abroad, and more. You’ll be able to share

your own memories and images with the entire College community through this website, which is

expected to grow and delight everyone for years to come.

I hope you’ll visit the campus in person. When you do, be sure to stop by the College’s new

“family room,” the renovated Hicks Student Center. In April, you’ll be able to enter through the

Arcus Atrium, the striking new entryway on the Quad. Buy a T-shirt in the terrific new bookstore.

Have lunch in the new student cafeteria that combines the latest in sustainable construction

elements with the rich history of the Philip Evergood mural. The entire (barrier-free!) facility will

greet Commencement-goers in June.

Anniversaries make us think about where we’ve been, what we’ve accomplished, and the people

we’ve met along the way. The LuxEsto you are holding does this, too. In its pages you’ll find stories

and images that epitomize the Kalamazoo experience, go straight to the heart of the Kalamazoo Plan,

and spotlight some of the brightest students, best professors, and most engaged alumni at home in

the world. You’ll also note the calendar pages that denote significant dates in the College’s history.

Future LuxEsto issues will have more of these.

Anniversaries also prompt us to look ahead and ask “Are we are on the right path, headed in the

right direction?” We don’t have a crystal ball, but we do have a plan: enhance what the College has

already done very well—study abroad, rigorous academics, experiential education, more—and

embrace what will make a Kalamazoo education better and more distinctive in the future. But first

things first: This will be a special year at a special place. Please join us and celebrate.

Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran, President

FROM THE PRESIDENT
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KALAMAZOO COLLEGE
celebrating 175 years: 1833-2008
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5 - SPRING 2008
Correction:

In the Donor Honor

Roll, Fall 2007

LuxEsto, we omitted

the name of Dorothy

Simpson Ledesma as a

donor to the Stuart H.

and Dorothy F.

Simpson Scholarship

Fund. We apologize

for the error.

Carl Roose ’00 and

Julia Slocum ’02 on

the coast of South

Africa. These two

world travelers

often recall the

places they go by

taste. Like that of

yerba maté (cover

photo), made from

the dried and

chopped leaves of

the shrub ilex

paraguariensis. The

metal bombilla

(straw) has a filter

on the end so just

the liquid gets

sipped and not the

leaves. For more on

the taste of study

abroad, see

page 28.
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10 Action Research by Jeff Palmer ’76
Professor of Economics Hannah McKinney and
Professor of Anthropology Kiran Cunningham teamed
together on a research project that promises benefits
for the Kalamazoo community as well as communities
throughout the country. 

22 Heart Holds by Zinta Aistars
Internships at a New Mexico heart hospital launched
the careers of several Kalamazoo College physicians,
and they have not forgotten. 

26 Curiosity Teacher by Antonie Boessenkool ’99
Gretchen Mollers ’99 helps dropouts reconnect with
school via the pathway of their own curiosity. How do
you prep for that? 

32 Everybody’s a Food Critic...  
...thanks to the “new media,” and in author David
Hammond’s case, foreign study in France and an
English major.

38 Confessions of a Middle-Aged Snowboarder
by John LaPlante ’85
What does foreign study have to do with breaking
stereotypes and adventures in middle age? Everything!

Plus, Fair flocks, or, why the lines are three deep for
Kalamazoo College at CTCL Fairs, fun at
Homecoming, All-American swimmer Katie Stefl ’09
(profiled by Jessica Maas ’10), sophomore Ajka
Sulevic’s insights into the meaning of citizenship,
and more.  
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Letters — Winter 2008
Marilyn Hinkle

To the editor:

I was saddened to read of the
death of Marilyn Hinkle
(Summer 2007 LuxEsto).  She
was a very special person and,
in fact, the reason I attended
Kalamazoo College!  In 1953
College representatives visited
Mendota High School in
Mendota, Illinois.  Marilyn was
among them to talk up
Kalamazoo College.  My father
was a Baptist minister in
Mendota at the time.  He
accepted a call to the First
Baptist Church in Midland,
Michigan, a few weeks later.
After our move to Midland new
friend Margaret Youngs and I
decided to visit the Kalamazoo
campus.  This was months after
my talk with Marilyn in Illinois,
and she did not know we were
coming to check out “K.”  As
we walked across the Quad,
along came Marilyn Hinkle who
greeted me with, “Why hello,
Ruth!”  Her friendly and
unexpected remembrance of me
clinched it.  I immediately
decided, “This is the school for
me!”  I join countless others in
gratitude for having known
Marilyn.

Ruth Sollitt Williamson ’58    

To the editor:

My decision to come to the College as a faculty member was
significantly affected by my interview with Marilyn Hinkle. She
represented the College so positively and genuinely. She also
treated me personally, with graciousness and warmth. I came away
from the interview thinking that Kalamazoo College was a good
small college with much opportunity for me to grow
professionally and personally.  Marilyn’s creativity, dogged
determination, attention to detail and accuracy, and amazing drive
for deadlines never ceased to amaze me. She burned much
“midnight oil” on behalf of the alma mater she so loved.

Tish Loveless, Professor Emerita of Physical Education

Eleonore and Walter Kunze

To the editor:

I read Kurt Roscow’s memories of Eleonore and Walter Kunze in
the notice of Eleonore’s death (Summer 2007 LuxEsto). I imagine
that every one of their Kalamazoo College students could share
similar experiences. My brother, Alfred Wilke ’73, enjoyed his
foreign exchange in their home. Almost nine years later, I was
then invited into their home as the first female student they’d ever
taken. Over the years, my parents visited them in Hannover and
they visited us in Grosse Pointe. Most recently I visited five years
ago with my son. I treasure all of these memories.

Lisa (Wilke) Fildes ’82

Happy Birthday!

To the editor:

Happy 175th anniversary to Kalamazoo College! Twenty-five
years ago I was part of the 150th anniversary and I loved it. I was
one of the foreign students from Münster University and lived and
studied at Kalamazoo College during the 1982-83 academic year. I
still receive the LuxEsto magazine, so I wanted to share my
memories of the great times I had in Kalamazoo. I continue to
exchange Christmas cards with Dr. George Nielsen, who served as
tutor for foreign students when I was at “K.”

What is so special about Kalamazoo College? The experience
of living and learning with so many different nationalities in one

Marilyn
Hinkle

6
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7
The Importance of
Service-Learning

Lauren Waltersdorf ’07 was a
Civic Engagement Scholar for two
(non-consecutive) years, working
first in the AMIGOS program and
then leading a Spanish medical
interpreter program at Family
Health Center.  According to
Lauren, she chose Georgetown
Medical School because of its
emphasis on service-learning, and
her background in civic
engagement, especially health
care for the underserved, was an
asset for admission to the
program.

Dear Alison [Geist, director of
the Mary Jane Underwood
Stryker Institute of Service-
Learning]:

I have been in D.C. for two
months now, and so far I
absolutely love it here.
Classes are going well, I enjoy
them, and we just had our first

small place. We got to know the American way of learning, living,
partying, and working. We made many friends, and remain close
to some to this day. I was able to travel throughout the U.S. with
four other Germans, all of us with little money but many wishes
and great expectations, which were fulfilled. Foreign study offers
new and joyful experiences and the opportunity to share different
viewpoints and opinions with hosts. It makes us more tolerant
and shows the world and life to be complex and nuanced
(nothing is only black and white). It provides a better
understanding of the world. Foreign study dispels illusions, and
that is good for the future we’ll share.

Most of all, I loved the wonderful people at campus and their
families who hosted the foreign students with so much warmth. I
wish I was able to return this year for the 175th anniversary. I’ve
got a piece of my heart in Kalamazoo.

Uwe Burghardt

After Uwe returned to Germany he earned an M.A. (his thesis focused
on German-American political images in the early 1980s) and has
enjoyed a distinguished career as an information specialist and public
relations manager. He has worked for Amerika Haus Köln, formerly
part of the United States Information Agency; Bayer; the State
Government of North-Rhine Westphalia; and currently for Future
Energies. He is married to Anne Burghardt, M.D., and they have two
daughters. Uwe is a Lieutenant Colonel in the Army Reserves.

The
Burghardt
family (l-r):
Uwe, Sina,
Lea, and
Anne

LETTERS



Letters (continued)
round of examinations. 

Service-learning is big at
Georgetown. However, this
summer I decided that I
would only do the required
number of service hours to
begin with, so I could focus on
my studies. That lasted about
one day, because during
orientation they described a
number of opportunities and
even a class that you can take
that allows you to be an
“advocacy scholar.” I got so
excited I almost fell jumping
over chairs in order to talk
to people after the presentation.
For now, I have started working
at a local Spanish Catholic
Mission that needs translators
in various areas. We also have a
required service-learning site
that we will start work at in a
couple of weeks. 

I am thrilled to be here, but
I miss Kalamazoo and the
College so much, mostly just for
the people. I am so appreciative
that I went to “K.”

Lauren Waltersdorf ’07

…and from Katie Wildfong ’07,
another former Civic Engagement
Scholar … 

Hi Alison: 

I wanted to write and say
“thank you” to you and the rest
of the service-learning staff for
four years of support and
guidance. My time at Woodward
[Elementary School] profoundly
enriched my time at Kalamazoo
College, and the ideas and goals
of the Institute of Service-
Learning have forever affected
my way of thinking and my

commitment to social justice and education issues.
I will be spending the next year teaching art, music, and

drama on the Rosebud Reservation in South Dakota. Needless to
say, my experience at “K” with service-learning influenced my
decision to commit more time to learning and thinking about
these issues in a setting where social and economic “depression”
(for lack of a better word) is achingly apparent. I know it’s going
to be very tough, but I feel that I’m prepared for the challenge
(and more likely to find hope in the situation) thanks, in large
part, to the Mary Jane Underwood Stryker Institute for Service-
Learning. Thanks again for all that you do.

Katie Wildfong ’07 

Connection Power

To the editor:

In August 2007, after our commencement and our wedding,
Caleb Kent ’07 and I moved to Carrboro, N.C., just outside of
Chapel Hill. Caleb is in his first year of graduate school working
on his Ph.D. in inorganic chemistry at the University of North
Carolina. I am currently employed in two positions, and how I
discovered and secured those jobs is a true testament to the power
of networking through career development and the undergraduate
opportunities at Kalamazoo College. I thought I would share that
story, which proves there is nothing quite like a “K” connection.

Last March, during my senior year spring break, I
volunteered to work on the Kalamazoo College Fund phone-a-
thon, and during the course of that work I made a connection
with Kathleen Shapley-Quinn ’83, who lives in Chapel Hill. We
talked about life in North Carolina and discovered we’d both
minored in religion.

I told her a little bit about my SIP, “Exploring the Role of
Faith in a Faith-Based Nonprofit Organization.” It was based on
my externship through the Center for Career Development in the
summer before my senior year, when I lived and worked with
Shelley Weiler ’83 at Opportunity International’s U.S.
headquarters in Oak Brook, Ill. That work helped me secure an
outreach and fundraising position with Bethany Christian Service
in Kalamazoo.

After our initial connection, I spoke with Kathleen about
her work in starting the nonprofit organization Our Children’s
Place (OCP), which allows incarcerated mothers and their young
children to live together in a residential facility while the women
serve sentences for non-violent offenses. I did some research and
discovered that several churches had shown tremendous support
for OCP, so I proposed to Kathleen and OCP’s executive director a

8
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Guilds Call

The Kalamazoo College
Guilds will bring together
alumni, friends, current
students, faculty, and staff
around interdisciplinary
issues that affect today’s
world. The first four
guilds will focus on justice
and peace, business,
environmental sustainability,
and health. Members
will have electronic and
face-to-face opportunities
for conversation and
connection. Guilds may
host speakers, conferences,
and gatherings on campus
and elsewhere. They may
undertake projects in their
areas of interest. These
voluntary membership
organizations will help
students integrate their
Kalamazoo Plan
experiences and provide
them networking
opportunities to help
bridge their liberal arts
education and the world
they will encounter after
graduation. If you’re
interested in becoming a
part of one of the four
“charter” guilds, contact
Guilds Coordinator
Joan Hawxhurst at
269.337.7384 or
joan.hawxhurst@kzoo.edu. 

end

9
position similar to the one I had held at Bethany Christian Service
doing outreach and fundraising work with faith community
groups. A few days after Caleb and I moved to North Carolina,
I was offered a part-time position as the Faith Community Liaison
at OCP, where I have been working ever since.

Seeking additional part-time work, I visited the website of
the Emily Krzyzewski Family Life Center and blindly sent my
cover letter and résumé. The Center offers programs to inspire
economically disadvantaged children to dream big, excel in
school, build strong character, and reach their highest potential as
citizens and leaders. I met with Amy Cummings, who I later
found out was the daughter-in-law of sociology professor Kim
Cummings.  A short time after being told that there were no
current openings, I received a call from Amy who had just
returned from visiting the Cummings family.  She had mentioned
my name and Dr. Cummings spoke highly of my work
administering the Hightower Symposium.  Her call included a job
offer, which I then accepted. I am the Hispanic Liaison and
Volunteer Coordinator at the Center.

Kalamazoo College has offered me not only an incredible
undergraduate education, but also a wide range of experiences
that have made me who I am.  The lifelong connections that have
emerged through classes, study abroad, externships/
internships, the SIP, and the Hightower Symposium have offered
me some amazing opportunities.  The geographical breadth of
those connections has been both impressive and essential in
helping me find success. I am extremely grateful to Kalamazoo
College and all of the incredible people who helped make the
journey the best four years of my life.

Karman (Hamlin) Kent ’07



...Bridge the Miles, Break Down Silos, and Build Up Equity

K
alamazoo College faculty
members Hannah McKinney
and Kiran Cunningham
were unlikely partners when
they teamed up for a
research project in 1999.

McKinney, a self-described
“typical economist,” focused on
urban issues. Cunningham, a
self-described “typical
anthropologist,” focused largely
on rural development.

Their disciplines and
research interests “were miles
apart,” said McKinney.

But the professors found
common ground in the field of
“action research,” in which they
simultaneously collect
information and engage people
around it.

Together they’ve forged a
nearly decade-long alliance that
has helped the College build
stronger connections with the
local community, helped local
leaders discover ways to build
more equitable communities,
and helped Kalamazoo College
students link their classroom
work to real world experience. 

Now with a book and other
projects in hand, their work is
attracting national attention. 

“By bridging the miles
between our own academic
pursuits we’ve been able to help
others bridge their own
ideological gaps and form
strong relationships,” said
Cunningham. 

“Once you do that,”
McKinney added, “you can
leverage so many resources to
solve important problems.”

An Activist Agenda
Kiran Cunningham, who earned a Ph.D. from University of
Kentucky, has been a professor of anthropology at Kalamazoo
since 1992. Hannah McKinney, who earned a Ph.D. from
University of Pennsylvania, has been a professor of economics and
business here since 1989. McKinney has also served as
Kalamazoo’s mayor or vice-mayor (her current title) since 1997. 

During her first term as vicemayor, noted urbanist and former
Albuquerque Mayor David Rusk began an analysis of the
Kalamazoo community. Rusk, who had been brought to
Kalamazoo at the urging of then Kalamazoo College President
Jimmy Jones, called on area leaders to merge some areawide
public services, and to consider merging (gasp) some
municipalities and tax bases. 

Rusk’s proposals alienated many people, especially in the
townships surrounding Kalamazoo. Others, including McKinney,
became motivated to find communitywide solutions to
communitywide problems.

“Rusk took me aside and personally challenged me to act, not
just watch,” said McKinney. “Out of that challenge, Kiran and I
started talking.”

The role of an activist didn’t come naturally to McKinney. “I
had always looked upon activism as a personal choice,” she said.
“Kiran really introduced me to the whole concept of action
research, which combines scholarship, field research and
community outreach.” 

The two soon discovered that they possessed complementary
strengths. As a specialist in urban economic affairs—and an
elected city official—McKinney knew the ways of city government
and had the ear of city leaders. Cunningham, with expertise in
rural issues and grassroots organizing, could reach out to
residents.

“It was this juxtaposition that brought us together,” said
Cunningham. “Now, after nearly ten years, it’s hard to distinguish
those differences.” 

Convening a Community
Following Rusk’s admonition to get involved, the two set in
motion “Convening Our Community: Building the Political Will
for Creative Change,” a major countywide action research project
designed to learn what the citizens of Kalamazoo County thought
would move the county toward being a more livable, sustainable,
and economically viable community. 

Financed with nearly $200,000 in grants from more than a
dozen foundations and other organizations (including Kalamazoo
College), and assisted by Alison Geist, director of the Mary Jane
Underwood Stryker Institute for Service-Learning at the College,
the two professors “set out to get people talking to each other and
to give them something to talk about,” said Cunningham.

By bridging the distance between their two academic disciplines, and turning their
contrasting research interests into assets, these two Kalamazoo College professors
have helped others…

10

FACULTY OUTCOMESLuxEsto



11
Convening for Action
Phase two of their Convening
project took place throughout
2001-2002, with an additional
$90,000 in funding from a
variety of sources, including
Western Michigan University.
“Convening for Action” focused
on creating a countywide
voluntary land use planning
procedure to address issues
such as urban sprawl, green
space and farmland
preservation, and brownfield
redevelopment. 

Outcomes included land
use advocacy and planners
groups, and a guidebook to
citizen participation in land use
planning that includes web-
based maps showing sites
throughout the county that
residents had indicated are
important and worthy of

Through 1999 and 2000, they brought elected and appointed
officials from throughout the county together with leaders from
the public, private, and nonprofit sectors in a series of monthly
meetings. They also took these leaders on trips to Portland, Ore.,
and Madison, Wis., to meet with officials in those cities who had
devised innovative solutions to perplexing land use issues.

Meanwhile, more than 3,400 households responded to a
random survey that Mckinney and Cunningham wrote, and 200
people met in focus groups. These people included historic
preservationists, home builders, farmers, environmentalists, city
and township officials, youth, retirees, even a village VFW
chapter. 

Next, they invited the community to help them make sense
of the information. More than 100 people with diverse interests
formed “Resource Teams” that sifted through the collected data,
added their own expertise, and wrote “Declarations” concerning
land use, economic development, inter-governmental cooperation,
downtown revitalization, race relations, civic and cultural life,
and more.

Finally, community leaders and the general public gathered at
a countywide convention to formulate strategies for moving the
county in the direction citizens said they wanted it to go: toward
countywide collaboration on common issues such as quality
schools, economic development, and land use. 

Professors
Hannah McKinney
(left) and Kiran
Cunningham
convened the
Kalamazoo
community to
address local
issues together.

FACULTY OUTCOMES



preservation. (Find details of
both “Convening” projects at
www.kzoo.edu/convene.)

Diversity was important to
this process, according to
Cunningham. “The land use
resource team, for example,
included environmentalists,
builders, and realtors, all of
whom had to work together to
reach consensus.”

Cunningham describes her
work with McKinney as using
research to plan an intervention.
Out of the intervention comes
new learning, which can be a
catalyst for a new intervention.

“It generates its own
energy,” she said. 

“For me it’s about breaking
down institutional silos,” 
added McKinney, “fostering
relationships between
community leaders and
engaging them around
information collected.”

Action Writing 
Separately and in tandem,
Cunningham and McKinney
have engaged in many
community-based research
projects and contributed
frequently to workshops and
conferences nationwide on a
wide range of issues. 

They’ve also written dozens
of reports, articles, monographs,
web pages, and book chapters
for lay and academic audiences. 

Cunningham’s research and
writing topics have included
mental illness, needs of at-risk

youth, and women’s issues. 
McKinney’s have focused on urban planning, finance, and

politics. In recent years, she’s teamed with George Erickcek,
senior economist at the W. E. Upjohn Institute for Employment
Research in Kalamazoo, on a research project called “Small City
Blues,” which examines the future role of small metropolitan areas
and what local people can do to change economic outcomes in
these areas. The two are working on a new project concerning
regions in the United States.

During the original Convening project, the duo wrote Smart
Growth for Kalamazoo County, a pamphlet for county leaders that
addressed ways to build equity in the area such as increasing the
supply of affordable housing and linking transportation planning
to land use planning. 

Smart Growth, which is still used by leaders locally and
throughout Michigan, and the Convening process caught the
attention of the National League of Cities (NLC). Both became the
genesis of Tapping the Power of City Hall to Build Equitable
Communities: 10 City Profiles, a book that Cunningham and
McKinney co-authored with Phyllis Furdell from the NLC (see
photo, next page). 

Published in 2007 by the NLC through a grant from the
Kellogg Foundation, City Hall looks at ten cities and the actions
their leaders took to increase employment, reduce blight, improve
living standards, and create more equitable allocation of city
resources in low-income neighborhoods. The cities range from
Burien, Wash., with a population under 32,000, to San José,
Calif., with nearly 900,000 people. Other cities include Baltimore,
Indianapolis, and Kalamazoo. 

The authors interviewed about ten people in each city,
including mayors, city council members and staff, neighborhood
and other civic leaders. Clear patterns emerged from the data: the
importance of leadership and the involvement of residents,
neighborhood groups, nonprofits, and business groups to combat
poverty, for example.

“The purpose of the book is to inspire and encourage city
leaders to learn from the experiences of other cities, and to
increase the public’s understanding of the importance of assisting
local leaders to sustain effective poverty-reduction strategies,”
said Cunningham.

Available through the NLC (and the Kalamazoo College
bookstore), City Hall has attracted a readership among city leaders
nationwide and led to numerous writing and speaking spinoffs for

Leaders and
citizens collaborate
on shared matters
such as land use,

economic
development, 

inter-government
cooperation,
downtown

revitalization, race
relations, civic and

cultural life, 
and more.
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real people in real communities,”
said Cunningham.

McKinney agreed. “The
most significant thing for me,
whether as a public official or
teacher and active researcher, is
the disconnect between what
the best academic minds know
and the way things happen on
the ground. 

“The research itself starts
the conversation. Helping
students, academics,
community leaders and citizens
to this understanding is very
rewarding.”

McKinney and Cunningham.
“It’s not enough to write a book,” said McKinney. “Kiran and I

are ultimately activists. We want to help community leaders
change their communities for the better.”

Community as Classroom
Seeing the positive effect their work has on a neighborhood or
community “is very cool, very rewarding,” said Cunningham. “So
is seeing the effect it has on our students.”

Cunningham’s students were involved in the original
Convening project, collecting and collating data. Students in her
Qualitative Methods class get involved in many local projects.
One recent class carried out an asset inventory project for the
largely low-income Eastside Neighborhood in Kalamazoo. 

“My students clearly see the value of developing analytical
research skills and gaining practical hands-on experience, in
addition to the purely academic and altruistic benefits.”

McKinney’s students also get involved in the community. In
2006, one of her classes conducted
nearly 200 interviews with Kalamazoo
citizens about the impact the Kalamazoo
Promise free college tuition program has
had on the community. Last year, another
class helped a predominantly African-
American church congregation move to a
new location, a project they chose
themselves.

“The College has a long history of
being engaged in the community,” she
said. “But community research and
activism has not always been part of the
identity we convey, the metric we use.” 

The growth of the service-learning
component to the Kalamazoo Plan, said
Cunningham, “feeds this and gives
students, faculty, and the College in
general an enhanced presence” in the
community. She said the work that
faculty, staff, and students do is now
measured by more than the conventional
instruments of scholarship. “Now, we
celebrate our community connection
College-wide.”

Moving forward, Cunningham and
McKinney see more collaboration built
around their action research model. “We
will continue to write for academic
audiences, but we are committed to
having the research make a difference for end

FACULTY OUTCOMES



Citizen O
ne of sophomore Ajka Sulevic’s most vivid memories of the two
years her family lived in a refugee camp in Turkey was her
gentle coaxing of her little brother to give up his Red Cross toy
so that it could be sent to family left behind in Bosnia.
Ajka (EYE-ka) was six, her brother almost two years younger.

They and their parents had few possessions other than their lives
and prospects more hopeful, relatively speaking, than those of
persons who had not escaped their war-torn homeland.

Her brother really wanted to keep that toy. But his sister
somehow convinced him of the toy’s potential to bring greater
happiness to a child back home. “Someday soon,” she recalls
telling him, something better would come for them. And so 
he let it go.

More than a decade later this memory surfaces during a
conversation with Ajka about what it means to be a citizen. Last
spring, during her freshman year at Kalamazoo College, she took
an anthropology/sociology course called Neighborhood
Organizing Practicum (a.k.a. “Building Blocks”), during which,
under neighborhood association supervision, students undertake
block-level organizing in Kalamazoo’s low-income neighborhoods.
Coincidentally, the course closely followed Ajka and her family
becoming citizens of the United States. 

She wrote a class paper (titled “Citizenship”) that describes
an epiphany at the confluence of the class experiences and her
family’s naturalization. Her professor, Kim Cummings, said her
paper, and her story, helps define the notion of “responsible global
citizen,” a promised outcome of the Kalamazoo College learning
experience.

“I am now a citizen of this country,” wrote Ajka in her paper.
“It is my duty to make this country a better place for me and
every other citizen. Before this class and newfound citizenship,
my way of thinking was different. I was rather detached from
society and didn’t really see how I could be of much help.”

We become citizens, says Ajka, when our sense of self, family,
and home expand into greater inclusiveness. Explicit in such
expansion are responsibilities beyond voting and other acts of
participation in a government that, only through the vigilant
engagement of its citizens, will continually re-assert the
opportunity for liberty, justice, and the pursuit of happiness.

Some back story. The war in Bosnia scattered Ajka’s extended
family—from Luxembourg to Australia; from Turkey to,
eventually, the U.S. Some members remained in Bosnia. 

In 1995 Ajka and her immediate family, with financial help
from relatives who had fled to Europe, left the refugee camp and
immigrated to Wyoming, Mich.  Ajka knew no English. Though
of second-grade age, she started her new school as a first-grader,
quickly caught up as her adopted language skills improved, and,
the following year, started third grade.

EDUCATION &
SERVICE

Education, wrote
Kalamazoo College

President Allan
Hoben, will enable

an individual to
identify his or her

charter of service to
humankind.

Kalamazoo College
“Building Blocks”
students in 2007
(top photo) and

Kalamazoo College
students in 1926
(top photo facing

page) demonstrate
the “sweat and

calluses” aspect of
such an education.
Sophomore Ajka

Sulevic (in orange)
was a team leader
for the Edgewood

Neighborhood
“Building Blocks”

project. Her heritage
and a confluence of
events last spring

provided insight into
the meaning of

citizenship.
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A young Ajka Sulevic
pictured at a refugee
camp in Turkey for
Bosnians displaced by
the war in their country.
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Bosnia (she’s been back to her
home country for one visit, in
1998). She wants to apply her
double major (economics and
sociology) to analyze the
country’s post-war environment
in order to determine the
viability of microfinance
programs. Such programs offer
small loans to poor people
without access to a formal
banking system. The people,
overwhelmingly women, use
the credit to capitalize their
micro-enterprises. For millions
around the world, the increased
income from such programs
help them discover their own
power to sustain families,
educate children, and acquire
health care.

The Balkan region is
perhaps an ultimate test for the
notion of global citizenship as
Ajka defines it. She’s the right
person for the exploration—
home in Bosnia, home in the
U.S., home in the world.

Later, her family moved to Grand Haven. Her father, a teacher
in Bosnia, and her mother, whose college studies had been
interrupted by the war, worked in a factory in Newaygo. Ajka
attended Grand Haven High School, certain she would attend the
University of Michigan. But in her junior year she heard about
Kalamazoo College, visited the campus, and implored her 
parents to send her there. Scholarships and financial aid opened
the opportunity.

Most first-year students find freshman fall and winter
quarters quite daunting enough. But Ajka had some extra work.
Her family had begun the process of naturalization. Each member
completed a 20-page application. And each began to prepare for
the required test. That prep included the study of U.S. history (ten
of 100 questions in the study guide would be part of the exam).
The family traveled to Detroit for INS interviews and the
examination. According to Ajka, the most difficult part of the 
test was the three-hour wait for it to start. Completing it took only
15 minutes.

“My mother was very nervous about writing a sentence in
English, but we all passed,” says Ajka. The swearing-in ceremony
occurred in Grand Rapids, where they registered to vote and
received their U.S. passports. 

Shortly thereafter she enrolled in “Building Blocks.” And her
idea of citizenship began to expand from the concept of limited
participation to the act of giving oneself to others. “As a listener
and facilitator,” she says, “not a ‘Ms. Fix-it.’ That’s sometimes a
difficult lesson to learn.”

History is rife with examples of how power corrupts, Ajka
wrote in her Building Blocks paper. Fewer of us understand that
powerlessness corrupts as well. “[People]start to feel as though
they are helpless and say so,” she wrote. “When it came time to
divvy up tasks, most of our residents at first proclaimed that they
wouldn’t be able to help. But most participated in something that
made them feel the power of giving to a community as part of the
community. By building relationships with each other and with
us, they saw the power they have to mobilize and act.”

For Ajka, last spring helped her discover not only her citizen’s
obligation but also her love of being a part of change for the
betterment for others. This year she is part of “Model Blocks,” a
yearlong follow-up program to “Building Blocks” that puts her
back in the Kalamazoo’s Edgewood Neighborhood where she
worked last spring. 

After this year she plans to study abroad in China, adding
another language to her fluency in Bosnian and English, and
perhaps further expanding her definition of citizenship—who and
what is “family” and “home.”

She’s already excited about her SIP, which she hopes to do in

U.S. citizenship! Pictured
in front of the judge at the
swearing-in ceremony are
(l-r): Ajka’s brother,
Armin; her mother,
Fatima; Ajka, and her
brother, Fikret.

Ajka and a new young friend
during a neighborhood
“Building Blocks” project.

end
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Faculty
DEDICATED LIVES

Combined, Bernard Palchick
and Lisa Palchick have given
“K” nearly 60 years of dedicated
service. The College community
turned out in force in October
to thank them for their many
contributions. Lisa started her
career in the College’s media
center and rose to dean of
libraries and information
services. She was the leader of
one of the College’s most
important projects in recent
years: renovation and expansion
of Upjohn Library Commons.
Bernard began his career as a
professor in the art department.
He also served in the provost’s
office, as vice president of
advancement (during which he
led the College’s most successful
fundraising campaign), as
acting president, and, most
recently, as leadership gift
officer. 

NSF IMMERSES STUDENTS IN NOS 

The National Science Foundation has awarded chemistry
professor Regina Stevens-Truss a grant to support research
designed to help explain how a crucial enzyme in the human
body does its work. But most importantly, says Stevens-Truss, the
grant provides Kalamazoo College students with an avenue to
develop their critical thinking about research while doing
something they feel is state-of-the-art and meaningful. “It’s an
incredible opportunity to get undergraduate students, especially
those from groups underrepresented in scientific research,
immersed into hands-on laboratory work as early as the first
year,” she says. Stevens-Truss and her students will map
interactions between the enzyme nitric oxide synthase (NOS) and
a chemical called calmodulin. NOS is found in many different
kinds of human cells. Its main product, nitric oxide, plays a role
in important body functions, such as the regulation of blood
vessels and the signaling that goes on between nerve cells.
Diseases such as cancer and Alzheimer’s may be linked to the
improper regulation of nitric oxide levels. “What we don’t know is
how regulation is achieved and what parts of the molecule need to
be regulated,” says Stevens-Truss. How do cells in one instance
use it efficiently, while others have a hard time? Stevens-Truss and
her students will examine NOS closely by taking it apart, studying
the pieces, and then reassembling it.

Bernard
Palchick and
Lisa Palchick

have given
Kalamazoo

College nearly
60 years of
dedicated
service.
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ENSURING DEMOCRACY 

Each fall for the past 20 years,
William “Bill” Weber ’39
(center) has traveled from his
home in Tacoma, Wash., to “K”
for the William Weber Lectures
in Government and Society that
he established in 1987. Bill has
now taken steps to establish the
William Weber Chair in Social
Science as part of his estate
plans. George Washington
University Professor of Law
Spencer Overton (right) an
expert on electoral and voting
rights law, delivered the 2007
Weber Lectures. Said political
science professor John Dugas
(left): “Because of Bill Weber’s
generosity, Kalamazoo is able to
host experts such as Spencer
Overton. Both men possess the
type of critical vision that
enriches our College and
advances our democracy.”

OPEN DOORS FOR “KEEPING THE DOORS OPEN”

A grant from TG Public Benefit will help Kalamazoo College keep
the doors open to “Keeping the Doors Open,” a math program
that pairs College mentors/tutors with 40 students from
Kalamazoo Public Schools’ three middle schools. The focus is on
math, a door that opens many career paths, says John Fink, the
Rosemary K. Brown Professor in Mathematics and Computer
Science. “More so than many disciplines, math requires an
uninterrupted commitment over all the pre-college years of
schooling. Closing the door on math in middle school in effect
limits a far greater number of opportunities.” In “Keeping the
Doors Open” selected middle schoolers, who are good at math
and members of groups traditionally underrepresented in math
and science, meet with their Kalamazoo College mentors twice a
week for two and a half hours. Parents of program participants are
actively engaged in the program, meeting with a parent liaison to
learn how to best advocate for their children. TG’s grant funds a
third of this year’s program cost. Other supporters include the
Harold and Grace Upjohn Foundation, Kalamazoo Public Schools,
the Howard Hughes Medical Institute, and the Mary Jane
Underwood Stryker Institute for Service-Learning LaPlante
Endowment. The program is administered by the Stryker Institute
for Service-Learning.

Events
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Events
CONVOCATION FOR THE
CLASS OF 2011

One has circumnavigated the
globe on a ship (a journey
during which he met and spent
time with South African cleric
and activist Desmond Tutu).
Another loves languages as
much as engineering and, by the
way, founded her high school’s
swim team. One lives in Flint
and participates in rallies his
mother holds to provide food,
clothing, school supplies, and
health screening for
impoverished families. And
another organized his high
school jazz band to perform a
concert to raise funds for
mosquito netting for areas of
Africa where malaria is endemic
and on the rise. ALL are
members of the Kalamazoo
College Class of 2011, and they
celebrated their convocation on
Tuesday, September 18, on the
Kalamazoo College campus
quadrangle. The event featured
a ceremony celebrating the
national and international
composition of this class (see
photo at left), remarks by
President Wilson-Oyelaran, the
College’s Ritual of Recognition
(a tradition since 1927), and an
address about the bridge
between justice and love by
Reverend Jevon Caldwell-Gross,
Class of 2004. Circumnavigation
is an apt image for this group.
They’re explorers and come
from all over the planet.
Twenty-one are visiting
international students; seven are
degree-seeking international
students (China, Japan, France,
Pakistan, Canada, and Israel).
Ninety-two (of 367), 25 percent

of the class, have been high school foreign exchange students or
lived and studied abroad through some other program. Ninety-
two percent have served in some kind of volunteer capacity. One
hundred and three members of the class have participated in one
sport, 120 in two sports, and 94 served as captains of their teams.
One hundred and fifty-five were members of their high school
choirs or band, and 192 are members of the National Honor
Society. Thirteen were presidents of their class. And 12 are
children of alumni. A lot more (185) have relatives or friends that
attended or currently attend the College. Eighty percent come
from public high schools. The class is very academically talented
(mean ACT is 27.8), with 46 percent having graduated in the top
10 percent of their classes. The class includes 26 Asian Americans,
17 African Americans, 14 Latinos, and 16 multiracial students.
One hundred and twenty of the 365 come from states other than
Michigan. 

CAMPUS CLIMATE COMMITMENT 

Kalamazoo College recently joined more than 350 other colleges
and universities as a charter signatory to the American College &
University Presidents Climate Commitment, a pledge by the
institutions’ leaders to sharply reduce and eventually eliminate
(through offsets) their emissions that contribute to climate
change. Kalamazoo College was the second college in the State of
Michigan to sign the document. President Wilson-Oyelaran has
established a campus wide committee, chaired by Director of
Facilities Management Paul Manstrom, which will create a
comprehensive institutional action plan to move toward climate
neutrality. In addition, in the short term, the College will require
ENERGY STAR certification for products purchased by the
university, continue its participation in the Recyclemania Waste
Minimization competition, and launch a campaign to reduce
campus waste currently going into landfills. These efforts build on
ongoing commitments to sustainability, including the College’s
nationally recognized recycling program (see “Trash Talk,” next
page), the anticipated silver level LEED (Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design) certification for the renovation of the
Hicks Student Center, and “Farms to ‘K’,”a program administered
through the College’s Mary Jane Underwood Stryker Institute of
Service-Learning. The program promotes local sustainable
agriculture and the use of locally grown food in the College’s food
services operation, one beneficial effect of which is reduction in
transportation emissions. For her work on this program,
Kalamazoo College junior Holly Anderson was one of five
students in the United States to receive the 2007 Howard R.
Swearer Student Humanitarian Award.
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undergraduate experiences on
students’ development of critical
thinking, reasoning, problem
solving, and writing—the skills
one seeks from the college
experience. The test accounts
for the quality of the students
(based on their college entrance
exam scores) thereby isolating
the effect of particular
undergraduate curriculums.
Our students’ performance on
that first test showed that the
Kalamazoo College learning
experience adds value well
above expected to the
development of the higher order
thinking skills college should
develop. In fact, in the initial
CLA, a direct measure of
educational outcomes,
Kalamazoo College placed in
the top 2.6 percent of the 113
institutions that participated.
Fast forward a year: in August,
2007, the College learned the
results of its second CLA test
(members of the Class of 2007).
According to Paul Sotherland,
Biology, the results of this
second test confirm the first.
“Our seniors this year
performed essentially the same
as our seniors last year, scoring
in the 10th decile, better than
90 percent of seniors at other
institutions,” said Sotherland.
“This year’s data show that last
year’s were not a ‘fluke’ of
having a bunch of particularly
good students, from a
particularly good class, take and
blow the top off the CLA.” 

TRASH TALK

To be green, think about trash—as in how to minimize it by
generating less and recycling more. Kalamazoo College is pretty
good at this and was feted at the National Recycling Coalition
Annual Congress and Exposition for its excellent results in
Recyclemania, the national competition among U.S. college and
university recycling programs. During a 10-week period last
spring, 175 colleges and universities participated in several
different contests to see which institution collected the largest
amount of recyclables per capita and the largest amount of total
recyclables, generated the least amount of trash per capita, and
achieved the highest recycling rate. Kalamazoo College was the
only school in the top 10 in five of the eight contests. Those
include: Per Capita, collecting the largest amount of acceptable
recyclables per person; targeted categories, including Paper,
Cardboard, Bottles and Cans, and Food Service Organic; Waste
Minimization, the school that produces the least amount of solid
waste (both recyclables and trash) per person; Gorilla, the highest
gross tonnage of recyclables regardless of population; and Grand
Champion, the pool of institutions competing in both the Per
Capita and Waste Minimization categories, and thereby
demonstrating the greatest achievement in both source reduction
and recycling. Kalamazoo College’s results? Number one (of 112
schools) in Bottles and Cans (24.64 pounds per person); number
five (out of 104) in Cardboard (27.82 pounds per person);
number 10 (out of 111) in Paper (22.6 pounds per person);
number three (out of 175) in Per Capita (75.03 pounds per
person); number four in Grand Champion (with a 54.5 percent
cumulative recycling rate); number 57 (out of 66) in Waste
Minimization (with 137.66 pounds of waste and recyclables
generated per person—like golf, a low score is best in this
category); and number 84 (out of 178) in Gorilla (with a total 10-
week tally of 47.7 tons of recyclables). The College did not
participate in the Food Service Organic category. And the College
aims to do better next year. Says Recycling Program Manager Rob
Townsend: “Improvement in waste minimization will be our
prime focus this upcoming contest.”

EUREKA’S CONFIRMATION

Many know the exclamation: “I wouldn’t have believed it if I
hadn’t seen it!” But careful researchers guard against the reverse—
“I wouldn’t have seen it if I hadn’t believed it”—with confirmatory
studies. Such studies are particularly important when the results
of an initial study are compelling enough to provoke a EUREKA!
response. Such was the case when Kalamazoo College students
(members of the Class of 2006) first took the Collegiate Learning
Assessment, a direct measure of the effect of specific four-year
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THE WINNERS 

A USTA Nationals Unveiling
Ceremony at Stowe Stadium
near “The Winner” sculpture
honored David Markin,
Kalamazoo College trustee
emeritus, (above left), for his 32
years of service as the official
referee of the United States
Tennis Association Boys 18 &16
National Tennis Championships,
and Timon Corwin ’86,
tournament director for 14
years. The event also unveiled
the “Walk of Fame,” a walkway
leading to the sculpture. Bricks
in the walkway are inscribed
with the names of recipients of
the Green Jacket, the highest
award given by the tournament.

NEW STUDENT
ACTIVITIES HEAD

Brian Dietz is the College’s new
Director of Student Activities
and Director of Hicks Student
Center. He comes to us from
Ball State University where he
was Associate Director of the
L.A. Pittenger Student Center.
Prior to that, Brian was in the,
Office of Wellness Education at
Lynchburg (Va.) College, and
Assistant Director, Office of
Residence Life and Housing, at
Heidelberg College, in Tiffin,
Ohio. Brian earned his BA
degree from Mount Union
College, in Alliance, Ohio, and
his MA degree from Bowling
Green (Ohio) State University. 

COLLEGE NAMES NEW FOOTBALL COACH

Jamie Zorbo ’00 became the 25th head football coach in
Kalamazoo College history last December. He replaces Terrance
Brooks, who resigned in November. Zorbo first came to
Kalamazoo College in 1996 from Battle Creek Lakeview High
School. He was a four-year letter winner for the Hornets as a
defensive end, earning All-MIAA second team honors in 1999. He
earned his bachelor’s degree in chemistry. After graduation he
served as an assistant coach for the football Hornets while he
earned his MBA from Western Michigan University. As an
assistant he worked at various times as defensive line coach,
defensive coordinator, recruiting coordinator, and defensive backs
coach. He became assistant coach at DePauw University in 2006.
There he served as linebackers coach, assistant defensive
coordinator, special teams coordinator, and strength and
conditioning coach. DePauw’s teams finished 6-4 and 8-2 in the
two seasons Zorbo served as an assistant.

Students
SERVICE LEARNING STAR

Travis Smith ’10 was named the Michigan Americorps Member of
the Month for last August. He coordinates the Community
Advocates for Parents and Students (CAPS), a grassroots all-
volunteer organization that provides tutoring opportunities for
Kalamazoo Public Schools students. “I believe that all students
should be empowered and independent,” says Travis, and he
“walks the walk.” CAPS meets at Interfaith Homes on Kalamazoo’s
north side and offers structure, fun, relationship-based homework
help, literacy and math support, and information about getting
into colleges. The program is administered by the Mary Jane
Underwood Stryker Institute for Service-Learning. In addition to
managing CAPS, Travis also tutors four children six hours each
week. And that’s not the extent of his service-learning work. Last
spring he organized a campus book drive to secure donated books
that children could read at home. 
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Lowell—Collected Writings on
Japan and Asia Including Letters
to Amy Lowell and Lafcadio
Hearn, published in five
volumes by Editions Synapse in
2006.  The volumes are part of
an English-language series titled
“Collected Writings of
Japanologists.”

Gail Griffin married Bob Maust
on December 31, 2007. They
have been together for 18 years,
and their wedding ceremony
occurred in Stetson Chapel,
with Chaplain Mary Ellen
Ashcroft presiding. Gail is the
Ann V. and Donald R. Parfet
Distinguished Professor of
English. Bob was the vice
president for student affairs at
Kalamazoo from 1981 to 1984.

Anna Williams ’10 spent eight
weeks last summer working at
the Robert College Summer
Camp in Istanbul. It was sort of
a homecoming for her. Robert
College used to have a study
abroad program with
Kalamazoo College. Her dad,
Bill Williams ’71, studied
abroad at Robert College, and it
was there that he met his wife
and Anna’s mom, Donna
Williams, who was in Istanbul
through Beloit College’s study
abroad program. Bill is a trustee
at Robert. The summer camp is
an English-speaking day camp
that helps Turkish kids improve
their English skills.

THE FUTURE OF LIFE

A group of Kalamazoo College biologists traveled to Goshen
College to attend a lecture by E.O. Wilson, professor of biology at
Harvard University. He spoke on biodiversity, the irreversible
harm done to the planet and to the human race when species are
lost, and the actions we can take to prevent mass extinctions. In a
recent article (“Manifest Ecology”) he wrote for Atlantic
(November 2007), Wilson declared the central issue for America
is sustainable development. “Long term thinking is for the most
part alien to the American mind,” he wrote. “We have to change
that.” Pictured at the event are (above, l-r): Visiting Assistant
Professor of Biology Matt Benoit, Ryan Gardner ’08, Margaux
Forsch ’10, Assistant Professor of Biology Ann Fraser, E.O.
Wilson, Amber Cussen ’09, James Mickley ’08, and Ashley
Boehmke ’08. 

FULBRIGHT FIVE (AND MORE)

Five Kalamazoo College graduates received Fulbright U.S.
Student Scholarships. Each is studying abroad for the 2007-2008
academic year. With five scholarships, Kalamazoo College ranked
among the top 20 bachelor degree institutions nationally. The five
are: Nathaniel Krefman ’06, studying biology in Spain; Megan
Martin ’00, studying communications in Mexico; Rachael
Rehberg ’07 and Kyle Hartwell ’07, in Germany teaching English
as a foreign language; and Emily Cornwell ’07, studying biology in
Australia. Fulbright scholars are selected on the basis of academic
or professional achievement and demonstrated leadership potential
in their fields. The program is sponsored by the U.S. Department
of State. Two other members of the Class of 2007 are studying
abroad this academic year, supported by German University
Fellowships. Kim Carsok is a student at the Friedrich-Alexander-
Universität-Erlangen-Nürnberg, and Peter Schneider is enrolled at
the University of Bonn.

Now You Know
Percival Lowell, the intrepid explorer of Japan and intelligent life
on Mars, lives on not only in Percival Lowell: The Culture and
Science of a Boston Brahmin (Cambridge: Harvard University Press,
2001) by Professor Emeritus of History David Strauss, but also in
a Japanese language edition of the biography just published by
Sairyusha Company.  For those who wish to know even more
about Lowell, Strauss has also edited and introduced Percival end



Heart Holds

Paul Levy
’82 (right)
performs

heart
surgery.

22

AT HOME IN THE WORLDLuxEsto



23
Dr. John Wilson headed up the
program at NMHI, which had
been inspired by a meeting with
then Stetson Chapel chaplain,
Robert Dewey ’42.  Dewey and
Wilson had met and befriended
when both men were teaching
in India. Bob Dewey was
teaching the children of
English-speaking families
working overseas; “Bud” Wilson
was teaching at a medical
college. When the two returned
to the States, Dewey called the
doctor to ask if he might send a
Kalamazoo College student his
way for a bit of hands-on
experience to help him decide
on a career in medicine. A
career development program
was born. Paul Levy was the
second student the College sent
to Dr. Wilson. 

“I’d never been to the
Southwest before,” Paul says.
But when he arrived, he was
warmly welcomed into the
home of Dr. Wilson and his
wife, whom everyone called
Barbie, and he was given chores
and errands and made to feel
right at home. “It was great.
Barbie had me watering the
plants when I was at home, and

P
aul Levy ’82 widened his eyes as Dr. John “Bud” Wilson
casually placed a beating human heart in his hands. “Here.
Hold this,” Dr. Wilson told Paul. Not what Paul expected. A
living heart? Did Kalamazoo College students do such a thing
as hold a beating heart during a bypass operation? This one

did. And quite a few other Kalamazoo College students interested
in pre-med have had the same experience under the tutelage of
Dr. Wilson at New Mexico Heart Institute (NMHI) in
Albuquerque. Standing there in the operating room beside the
esteemed cardiac surgeon, young Paul realized he had just
found his calling. His own heart was beating hard inside his
chest; no doubt remained: Paul Levy was going to become a
cardiac surgeon. 

“It was quite a moment,” Paul says more than two decades
later, sitting in a break room at the very same New Mexico Heart
Institute between a busy schedule of surgeries, patient
consultations, meetings, and appointments. “Unfortunately,
students today aren’t allowed to have such hands-on moments.
Liability issues, you know. But I’m not sure my future would have
turned out the same had that moment not happened for me. I was
just a kid from Detroit who, up until enrolling at Kalamazoo
College, had led a very sheltered life.”

In high school Paul had applied to two colleges. One was a
big nationally known university in Ann Arbor, Michigan, the
other, a much smaller campus in Kalamazoo. It was the latter that
felt right to him. He wasn’t ready to declare a major at that time,
although he knew he had an interest in hard sciences, and the
idea of study abroad was very appealing to someone who had
spent little time outside of Detroit. 

“I liked the feeling at Kalamazoo,” Paul recalls. “I think I
would have felt lost at a bigger institution. At Kalamazoo, the
professors knew me by name. They knew my strengths and my
weaknesses. I liked science, but I also enjoyed art history, so my
study abroad took me to Madrid, where I studied art history for
six months at the Prado. My background was Jewish, and my life
to that point had been considerably sheltered, so I knew nothing
about Catholicism or Christianity. When I saw a painting of the
Virgin Mary holding a baby, I just didn’t get it. ‘Whose baby is
that?’ I asked my classmates, and of course, they all burst into
laughter. Immaculate Conception? What’s that?”

Wide and varied explorations characterized his education at
Kalamazoo College. For his career service internship, he worked
in a genetics lab at Wayne State University in Detroit, doing
research and getting a feel for the world of medicine. He began to
think he might be more interested in medicine than art history.
Then, a new program that brought students with an interest in
medicine to the New Mexico Heart Institute confirmed Paul’s
inclination toward that field. 

Paul Karr ’84 and
Bobby Dekker
after a C-section
that Paul assisted
and Bobby
observed. The
Kalamazoo College
Externship
Program provides
some amazing
learning
experiences.

The New Mexico Heart Institute in
Albuquerque, N.M., origin of some
extraordinary career development
experiences, the effect of which
continue today.



Dr. Wilson taught me about
‘taking vein’ or ‘harvesting vein,’
as it is referred to in a bypass.
He brought me to work with
him every day, and I went along
with him on his rounds and into
the operating room. Where he
went, I went.”

A top cardiac surgeon today,
Paul still keeps in touch with
his mentor. Dr. Wilson is
retired, but often visits the
Institute to spend time with his
once-upon-a-time student
intern. NMHI is a doctor-owned
hospital with 28 partners,
including Paul, who now
performs bypasses and mitral
valve repairs on a near 
daily basis.  

Jane Goodrich, the same
office assistant who worked for
Dr. Wilson in those internship
days, works for Paul today, and
she remembers that the students
from Kalamazoo College were
fondly referred to as “The
Kalamazoo Kids.” There were
about 30 or so who came
through the hospital, she says,
sometimes just one at a time,

sometimes two, and they would often stay with Dr. Wilson. All
but two went on to medical careers after completing their student
internships at NMHI. She recalls a young man named David who
accompanied Dr. Wilson in surgery that, unbeknownst to him,
was an amputation. Instead of a beating heart, he was handed a
limb, she says, chuckling at the memory of the pale-faced student
emerging from the operating room. It could be just as important
to know what career not to choose.  

“The value of these kinds of internships is that we have the
student engaged in real world experiences,” says Dr. Wilson. “You
can’t just expect a young person to drift into a career. You must
provide them exciting experiences, bring them out of the
classroom, and expose them to the possibilities.”

Another physician recalls his moment of real-world
experience with Dr. Wilson. Paul Karr ’84 today practices
medicine as a community-based family physician in Grand Blanc,
Mich., but he, too, found himself standing in an operating room
beside Dr. Wilson, holding a beating human heart in his
outstretched hands. 

“That experience was instrumental to my decision to enter
medicine,” Karr says. “I had started at Kalamazoo College
thinking I wanted to go to medical school, but then became
interested in chemistry. I majored in chemistry, with a three-
month career development program on campus with Dr. Rhoda
Craig. Another three months I spent in Albuquerque at NMHI
with Dr. Wilson. Based on the things I saw, what I was allowed to
do, and the opportunity to observe doctor-patient interactions, I
became convinced that I wanted to be a physician. In addition to
working with the heart team, I also spent time with a general
surgeon and an obstetrician. I learned how to scrub for surgery
and assisted on both general and heart cases. I did rounds with
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Paul Karr ’84 
“pays forward” the
important influence

of his career
development

experience at NMHI
by hosting externs
at his practice in

Grand Blanc, Mich.
He and Kalamazoo

College student
Bobby Dekker 
inject a knee.

Heart Holds - continued
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stretched before, in ways I didn’t
let it stretch.”

Resistance aside, Paul’s
mind stretched to encompass
much wider horizons, and he is
grateful for that. Some years ago
he took his family, his two
daughters and his wife, Andrea,
back to Michigan to show them
the college that had expanded
his horizons. Walking across the
campus, Professor Emeritus of
Mathematics T.J. Smith glanced
over at Paul, smiled, and called
out: “Hi, Paul!”

“My wife’s jaw dropped.
That one of my professors
would still remember my name
all these years later blew her
away. But that’s what I
remember most about
Kalamazoo College – the
relationships. The professors,
the students – we were all just
‘one of the guys.’”

When asked about advice
to pre-med students at
Kalamazoo College, Paul Levy
has it ready: “You’re at the right
place. Do the ‘K’ stuff! Immerse
yourself, do it all, and go into it
with trust, believe in the
possibilities that will open to
you, and when the four years
are up, you’ll be ready to take
on anything!”

the doctors in the hospital, and I saw patients in their offices.”
While admitting that such hands-on involvement would no

longer be possible in modern medicine, Paul Karr has not
forgotten the value of mentoring and real world experiences. He
recently became involved with the Kalamazoo College Summer
Externship Program. Three students – Bobby Dekker, Caitlyn
Calhoun, and Mike Benson – have lived with the Karr family in
Grand Blanc for a couple weeks at a time, accompanying Paul to
his office and working with him. 

“All three students were outstanding people and have become
a part of our family,” Karr says. “I’m not sure if any will end up in
medicine, although Mike is now a senior and applying to medical
schools, but I know that all three had an opportunity to
experience family medicine firsthand. I feel very strongly that
hands-on learning is crucial to students when they are deciding
on a career.”

The College’s Summer Externship Program is administered by
the Center for Career Development. Each year it places more than
70 students, who work and live with alumni sponsors. “One of
the main reasons I host ‘K’ students is because of my experience
with Dr. Wilson,” says Karr. “I would love to see some of the
others that had this opportunity allow current students to join
them in their homes and offices through the Summer Externship
Program.”

Back in New Mexico, Paul Levy adds: “In career development
programs such as the one I enjoyed, you typically learn the things
they don’t tell you in medical school. But those things are so
important in career decision-making. You learn how vital it is to
choose a specialty in medicine, for instance. You learn what the
lifestyle of a surgeon is like, his or her typical day. Getting a broad
education like the liberal arts program is gold! That’s what I want
for my two daughters (Ilyse and Emily are now 7 and 12
respectively), and I would love to send them to Kalamazoo
College someday. Adult life tends to narrow down your choices
pretty quickly, so a broad education helps you choose your path
wisely. Study abroad stretched my mind in ways it hadn’t been

Paul Levy is
flanked by his
two daughters,
Ilyse (left) and
Emily. 
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Curiosity Teacher

(Above) Gretchen
Mollers (front row,

right) and her
alternative education

class

(Below) Gretchen in
Bethlehem, where she

taught music and
English

rains to the Bill of Rights. She’s
discovered Kalamazoo College
was a good way to develop this
characteristic. 

“Kalamazoo College is a
great breeding ground for
teachers,” Gretchen says. “The
liberal arts background and
foreign study teaches us to
constantly question.” 

Foreign study is what
attracted the eventual music
major to Kalamazoo College in
the first place. In her junior
year, Gretchen studied in Kenya
and loved it so much that she
jumped at a post-undergraduate
opportunity to go abroad again,
as a music and English teacher
in Palestine.

After returning to the
United States, she started down
the path of a career in arts
administration, but something
was missing. “I realized I
wanted to make a more tangible
difference in the world than
bringing lunch to the musical

G
retchen Mollers ’99 is not your ordinary high school teacher.
Her students are kids who have dropped out of traditional
high schools for various reasons: drug addiction, an
unplanned pregnancy, run-ins with police, chronic
school-skipping. 
But to get them interested in school again, Gretchen follows

a principle she learned early on and developed at Kalamazoo
College – that following one’s curiosity can lead to the
greatest reward. 

“Some haven’t attended school at all in the past year,” says
Gretchen, “so when they have academic success for the first time
in my program, it’s huge. It’s why I teach.” 

In the alternative education program at Merlo Station High
School (near Portland, Ore.), Gretchen encourages her students to
pursue their own curiosity. She needs to cover the basic principles
of how to solve an algebra equation or write a research paper, and
stay within state guidelines, but, “I tell students that what I teach
is negotiable,” she says. “I ask them what they want to know
about a certain subject, which starts to put them in charge of their
own education.” 

Then she asks them to teach their classmates through
presentations, putting together a publication, or leading a group
of students in an activity. “Students retain far more information if
they have to explain it to someone else.” 

Of course, allowing students to determine, in part, the subject
matter of the class means that Gretchen’s own curiosity must be
quite protean. She has to shift from subjects as diverse as why it
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(Top)
Study abroad in
Kenya: Gretchen with
her host brothers and
sisters

(Below)
Gretchen ready to
accompany the
University of Nairobi
choir for the
graduation ceremony

director of the Minnesota
Orchestra,” she says. 

In her alternative education
program Gretchen has found
that meaningful purpose.  

“One of my students is not
interested in anything academic,
but he loves skateboarding and
hip hop culture and art. He
really wants to go to art school.”
Gretchen got in touch with
sportswear maker Nike to see if
the company would consider
her student for an internship.
She was undaunted when told
that Nike’s internships are
reserved for college students.
She’s now working to see if Nike
will allow the student to
“shadow” an employee at work.  

“An experience at Nike
could change his life,” Gretchen
says. “When we discuss the
possibility I see his eyes light up
and that grudging attitude about
school is gone. He’s taking
charge, which is very
empowering for him.”

A teacher in an alternative
education program is much
more than a content teacher,
Gretchen points out. “These
kids are going through so much
– relationship issues, family
issues and substance abuse
problems. I find myself in the
position of a counselor, 
being an ear.” 

On one occasion she helped
a student learn to which jail her
brother had been sent after an
arrest. The girl’s family members
were not proficient English
speakers and had been
unsuccessful in their efforts to
learn his location. Gretchen
spent a lunch hour calling area
jails and prisons. Hardly a
typical day for a schoolteacher,

but despite the challenges, Gretchen finds her job deeply
rewarding. Her students have dropped out of school once but are
now returning – because they want to.

“They’ve dropped out of their home high school for various
reasons. They kind of have this realization that, ‘Hey, this isn’t
working, and I have to make a change.’ And that’s a very big step
for a high school student because it’s very comfortable to keep
going to regular high school with all your friends.” 

Gretchen’s students do make the occasional misstep. Some,
for example, fall back into addiction, but her approach calls for
patience. 

“We allow them to fail and to mess up. They’ll realize that
change will come slowly,” says Gretchen. “There are a lot of
second chances here, because they won’t get those second chances
the next time, such as at a job.” 

Compared to the “regular” high school programs from which
Kalamazoo College students matriculate, alternative education
may seem a foreign country about which few may care to think. If
we think about “alternative ed” students at all, it’s likely with a
mixture of disappointment, loss, or fear. Gretchen thinks
otherwise. 

“At the beginning of this year, almost all of my former
students came back to talk to me and see how I was, and I saw
that we’re making this lasting relationship,” she says. “With these
kids other schools might consider ‘throw-aways’ I’m making a
difference.” 



One for the Road: A Beverage Travelogue28

Carl Roose ’00
demonstrates and
explains maté to a

curious crowd of South
African high school

students.
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the difficulty wasn’t in
developing the taste for it, but
in getting enough of it.  An
expertly prepared cappuccino, I

eventually concluded, was not
simply perfect; it was a fitting
symbol of Italian attention to
detail, high regard for
gastronomy, and the notion that

C
arl Roose ’00 and Julia Slocum ’02 first lived abroad during high
school, and have continued the pattern every several years since.
Writing from Durban, South Africa, Carl reflects on the journeys
and one thing he remembers most.

“An acquired taste” would have probably been the nice way to put
it.  Frankly, I’d never tasted anything that reminded me so much
of mowing a lawn.  My new host sister was introducing me to
maté (pronounced MAH-tay), a traditional South American tea.
Although I had burned my tongue as I sipped from the decorative
steel straw, the taste came through well enough: it was green and
bitter and very strong — a sommelier might have said it had
“notes of hay and smoke.”  I think I muttered something in my
broken Spanish to the effect of “Muy interesante,” taking another
taste out of courtesy and an odd curiosity.  A few dozen sips later,
and I was just starting to grasp why someone might voluntarily
prepare and drink the stuff.  By the year’s end it would practically
be running through my veins.

I was 17, having just been plucked from my sheltered Ohio roots
and transplanted to Argentina to spend a semester as an exchange
student.  That was the first in a series of memorable places I’ve
called home in the years since.  And each time, for whatever
reason, I find that there’s a beverage that seems to define the
period for me.  Nothing reminds me more of my time in
Argentina, for example, than a circle of friends passing around a
hot maté, chattering loudly and good-naturedly over one another
with an utter disregard for the passing afternoon.  It was one of the
most stimulating, formative periods of my life, and I can still taste
the excitement, a little, in every sip I take of that pungent brew.

Later, during college, I went to Italy to study.  It was there that I
tentatively tried my first espresso (So small!  So strong!), and I
quickly came to appreciate their mastery of coffee.  In this case,

Maté as it’s best
enjoyed: among
friends.
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ingredients and recipes are paramount in Italian cooking, this
meant we almost always drank Lambrusco, a sparkling red wine
that doesn’t need years on a shelf or a fancy occasion to be
properly enjoyed.  Whether because of the folk wisdom they
constantly repeated or simply because I believed what my mouth
was telling me, I remain convinced: there’s no better
accompaniment to the local tagliatelle than a glass of that red and
bubbly stuff.  Try as I might, I’ve never found an exported version
that comes close.  Apparently globalization has left at least one
niche romantically untouched, for now. 

And so it’s continued, a series of locations and phases, with a
growing drink menu to represent them.  Sometimes it’s something
highbrow, but usually it’s just whatever’s around.  My college days
in Kalamazoo?  Any beer from Bell’s brewery downtown.  My first
job?  Stewart’s root beer.  Most recently, my drink of choice has
been rooibos, a popular red herbal tea that’s cultivated from a
bush unique to South Africa.  I’m sure its earthy flavor will carry
the same sort of fond association long after we leave, if only
because of the sheer quantity I’ve downed over the last few
months. 

a little of a very good thing is
better than a bottomless cup of
mediocrity.  Rarely have I felt
more content than the mornings
I’d walk down a cobblestone
street past cafés on every other
corner, the roasted aroma of the
early coffee hour lingering
block after block.  I credit that
period not only for my eclectic
collection of stovetop coffee
makers, but also for the deep
comfort I still get when I pour
perfectly frothed milk into a
warm cup of freshly made
espresso back home. 

As in most Italian households,
when they weren’t sipping caffé,
my host family also drank
plenty of vino.  Since local
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Julia Slocum ’02
drinks rooibos
(ROY-boss,
Afrikaans for “red
bush”) tea in
Durban, South
Africa.

“Why is it,” I’ve sometimes wondered, “that of all things, drinks
are what stick with me?”  One simple explanation might be that
taste and smell are such specific sensory experiences.  Whether it’s
a whiff of dad’s aftershave or a long-forgotten flavor of fruit punch,
even a hint of a familiar substance can be laden with memory.
Another, more intriguing, answer is that drinks are often social,
and best when shared and enjoyed with people.  The memory of
whiling away the afternoon with friends turns scalding green
water into something to look forward to.  Likewise, it’s my
interactions with people and the hard-won friendships over time
that make each place amount to more than just a name and a
landscape.

It’s heartening to see that more U.S. college students than ever are
spending a term or two in another country. Most “K” alumni
would probably agree that studying abroad was a highlight of their
undergraduate careers, and a very influential period in their lives.
Whether acquiring a taste, learning a language, or getting oriented
to a new city, the most rewarding travel experiences — and the
most effective learning — are a matter of participation and
persistence.  The results, however gradual, are well worth the
effort. Tasting a new dish leads to asking for the recipe and
cooking it yourself.  Taking a language course and chatting with
strangers eventually turns into fluency.  Wrong turns become less
and less frequent until you’re the one giving directions to
wayward tourists. 

Once I’ve opened myself up willingly enough and long enough, I
feel the place has become a part of me beyond the photos I’ve
taken or the postcards I’ve sent. When it does happen, it’s a
precious prize, and, unlike a case of Lambrusco, it’s easy to take
with you when you leave.

As I often do when we travel, I brought some Argentine maté with
me to South Africa.  Sometimes I simply drink it alone or share it
with Julia, a convert.  Other times, if friends are around, they
notice my vaguely illicit-looking herbal concoction and ask me
what it is.  I explain it’s a sort of looseleaf South American tea, and
invite them to try.  When they do, the reaction is fairly
predictable: wrinkled noses to the bitter grassy taste they report.
At that point, I usually laugh and assure them it’s an acquired
taste.  Usually they hand it right back to me, with a look of
disgusted relief.  Once in a while, though, one of them will keep
it, studying it for a moment.  “Maybe one more sip.”
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television, and newspapers.  These critic-princes had the power to
nurture or negate careers by conferring or withholding a star. That
was then.

Old media is now challenged by “new media,” internet-based
special interest social networks that exponentially increase in
value through the collective and shared experiences of millions of
homegrown critics. These virtual communities – such as
Chowhound.com, Yelp!, and LTHForum.com, which I co-founded
– have put great fear in the hearts of restaurateurs and many in
the old media.  An outgrowth of usergroups that sprang up in the
early days of the Internet, these electronic “water-cooler”
conversations are reshaping how people consume both “hard
news” like politics and “soft news” like arts and entertainment.

Our family gets most of our news from radio and television,
and we still have a paper delivered (which feels increasingly
quaint with every passing morning). I script and produce food-
related radio segments for Chicago Public Radio, have done a
little television, and write regularly for the Chicago Reader and
Time Out Chicago.  Because I consume and develop content for
both old and new media, I have some experience with their
respective strengths and weaknesses.

EVERYONE EATS — MORE AND MORE ARE
TALKING ABOUT IT

In 2002, I read a short article by Calvin Trillin in The New Yorker
about Chowhound.com, a national discussion board of food
enthusiasts who spend hours every day talking about tamales in
Chicago, dim sum in San Francisco and farmstead artisanal cheese
in Madison. I soon started reading and posting to the Chicago
branch of Chowhound. I had found my tribe.

In 2004, fellow food fanatics and I formed LTHForum.com.
The LTH stands for Little Three Happiness, a small restaurant in
Chicago’s Chinatown, largely anonymous but emblematic of the
little known places that have personal resonance and bring each
of us great gustatory joy.  

LTHForum.com – the Chicago-based culinary chat site – now
has about 5,000 registered members, and we receive about
11,000,000 hits a month.  Every day, people post about food. Here
are some typical posts:

—“If you’re on Devon, get the chicken boti at Khan’s B.B.Q. Best
kabob on the street and probably the place that feels most like a
dhaba somewhere in the Indian or Pakistani heartland. Leave
the buffets behind and experience roasted meats like tandoori
champ, frontier chicken or goat chaap fresh off live charcoal,
sizzling one way with char and another with mind-expandingly
pungent spices.” 

F
oreign study was my first
boots-on-ground
introduction to French
cuisine, the pinnacle of
culinary accomplishment
circa 1971. Taste memory

still conjures my first tentative
bite of paté de foie gras, big as a
ham steak, truffle-studded, laid
out at L’Ancienne Douane in
Strasbourg.  I recall the head-
echoing crunch of fried potatoes
served at La Victoire, done up
the traditional way in beef
tallow, yielding caramel-like
flavors lamentably unachievable
with now de rigueur synthetic
trans-fat frying solutions. Many
of us took a cooking class
through L’Université de
Strasbourg, and that’s where my
enthusiasm for cooking and
eating came to a boil.  

When I returned stateside,
my friend John Reichert ’73 and
I co-wrote a column in the Index
entitled “Ask Adele,” wherein
we channeled the persona of
health food guru Adele Davis to
field questions about brewer’s
yeast and vitamins A, E, and, of
course, K. As an English major,
I wrote lit crit; it was probably
just a matter of time before my
passion for literature became a
passion for linguine, and I
applied the critic’s eye to food. 

IN YOUR FACE, OLD
MEDIA

Food reviews, like book
reviews, have traditionally been
the exclusive domain of
professionals churning out
regular contributions for “old
media” outlets like radio,

Everybody’s a Food Critic
by David Hammond ’73
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—“I think it unwise to go to a place like Osteria Via Stato and expect
the fine details of execution one would find in serious restaurants
in Italy or, for that matter, in traditionally oriented Italian home
kitchens. I almost never order pasta of any sort out (unless I have
specific knowledge of the quality to be expected) because, in my
estimation, it is almost always a tragedy in a bowl.”

—“The sea urchin (uni) sashimi was fantastic. When the chef got the
sense that I took my pleasure very seriously, he strongly
encouraged me to order it. Now I will not pretend that a spiny sea
creature’s gonads are to everyone’s taste, but if you have ever tried
the goods, you may understand the delirious obsession that some
people have with it. All I can say is that Bob San’s took me nearly
to heaven, but you are on your own.”

THE OLD MEDIA WORLD IS WATCHING

Social networks like LTHForum have not escaped the ever-
watchful national media.  Early last summer, I was reading a
discussion on Yelp! about 17-year cicadas that were scheduled to
emerge in Illinois; I posted a one-line response, “Some friends and
I have discussed cooking and eating cicadas.”  Within 48 hours, I
got a call from an AP reporter who’d read my one line; the next
day, a story featuring quotes from me regarding bug eating (yeah,
I’m mighty proud) appeared in dozens of regional papers. Days
later, some friends and I appeared on “Good Morning America,”
followed by appearances on “Chicago Tonight,” Nippon
Television, and several European stations, all because of one post
on a social network.

Old media is clearly paying attention to new media.  In a
recent filing with the Federal Communications Commission, the
Tribune Company claims that the Internet – with blogs and chat
sites like LTHForum.com – has so changed the media landscape
that rules barring common ownership of local newspapers and
other broadcast properties were no longer “in the public interest.”
The Tribune was saying, for whatever self-interested reasons, that
the new media was seriously hobbling the old media – and that
old media needed help. I agree; it does.

NOW FOR TWO THINGS COMPLETELY DIFFERENT

Internet-based social networks offer consumers something
different than what they’ll find in traditional news vehicles,
though each brings something to the table.

• Breadth. There’s no way traditional radio, television, or print
publications can provide the breadth of coverage made possible by
a social network’s vast cadre of contributors who are constantly on

the look out for worthy places
to eat and talk about.
Traditional media, however,
might validly argue that their
expert-based reviews make it
easier to locate valid viewpoints
amidst a welter of commentary.

• Depth. Drawing on insights
from a huge number of food
enthusiasts, online social
networks deliver consistently
detailed information about
experiences at individual
restaurants that no single
reviewer could possibly provide.
Traditional media, however,
might validly argue that it takes
more time to get the complete
story in an online forum
without wading through
multiple posts.

• Updateability. A major
publication may review a big
restaurant once every few years;
because a social network like
LTHForum is built on the
insights of people eating at
hundreds of places every week,
we’re in a good position to spot
negative trends and issue
“downhill alerts” about
restaurants that may have lost a
chef or their way.  When a new
restaurant appears, it’s covered
sometimes within hours of
opening. Traditional media,
however, might validly argue
that the time-honored process
of editorial review and
information vetting makes old
media more reliable, if a little
slower.

• Demographic self-targeting.
The ability of chat sites and
blogs to attract a well-defined,
self-selecting demographic is
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Reformation. Similarly, old media will have to change and reform
in response to new media; they can’t keep doing the same thing;
they have to provide better coverage and writing, or they’ll
become obsolete.  With international news, old media has a lock
on coverage because no blogger has the financing to join the
troops in Iraq. With restaurant reviews, however, the playing field,
or perhaps the dining table, is much more level. 

Though newspapers initially resented the invasion of their
terrain by Internet interlopers, they’ve taken the standard route of
those who can’t beat ’em. They’ve joined ’em. In the past year or
so, both the mainstream Chicago Tribune and alternative Chicago
Reader have established food blogs, and major newspapers in
places like New York and Los Angeles have established similar
online outlets.

Restaurateurs, who once had to please only professional
critics and guidebook writers, are not terribly happy about the rise
of Internet discussion groups, bloggers, and other harder-to-
control amateur food critics. Marketing a restaurant is much more
challenging; chefs and restaurant owners are understandably
nervous.

Celebrity chef Mario Batali has recently remarked that “Many
of the anonymous authors who vent on blogs rant their snarky
vituperatives from behind the smoky curtain of the web.”  Batali
cannot control upstart legions of Internet-powered critics, so he
attempts to marginalize them, but such rants are unlikely to have
much effect. 

What Batali and others have yet to recognize is that social
networks like LTHForum are communities that have within their
ranks recognized thought leaders, specialists with road-proven
expertise. Posters who assert fact-based claims and establish their
credibility are respected and their recommendations are followed;
vituperative snarks peddling dreck are disregarded on the Internet
just as they would be in carbon-based non-virtual reality (i.e.,
everyday life).

Newspapers, magazines, and other traditional vehicles for
consumer-directed criticism are not likely to disappear; in fact,
because many of these publications tend to find – and pay for —
the best available writers, they have a lot to offer.  Nonetheless,
growing numbers of amateur food critics – who are probably
closer to a consumer perspective than most paid critics – will
continue to post on Internet discussion boards, exulting in the
freedom to put their ideas out there, test them against community
perceptions, and affect where dollars get spent.  In the
marketplace of ideas and dollars, new media is gaining an
influence that old media has been naturally loathe to relinquish.
At this point in time, however, they may not have much choice
but to do so.

just beginning to be understood
by public relations firms,
marketing departments, and
others whose job it is to win
consumer mind-share. A radio
spot or newspaper ad has a
broad audience, but only a small
fraction of those people are food
enthusiasts; on a food-related
forum, 100 percent of readers
are food enthusiasts.
Traditional media, however,
might validly argue that,
because its audience is so much
wider, the number of foodies in
their audience is still greater,
pound for pound, than those
who access online food forums.

• Interactivity. This is perhaps
the critical differentiator
between old and new media.
New media is made for those
who want to give back
information and contribute to a
community of interest. It also
enables growing numbers of
home workers to float ideas, test
them against a community of
friends, and refine their
thinking.  Traditional media has
nothing to compare to new
media’s interactivity.

THE IRRESISTIBLE RISE
OF NEW MEDIA CRITICS

I remember from John
Wickstrom’s “Renaissance and
Reformation History” class how
the 16th-century Church
resisted the rise of alternative
information sources, like
Luther, whose revolutionary
theology was broadcast via
Gutenberg’s new media.  Luther
forced reforms upon the Church
that lead to the Counter-
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(Top) The “oldest
media” of all: face-
to-face gatherings.
This one happened
to be Thanksgiving
2007, enjoyed by a
group of
Kalamazoo College
graduates (l-r):
Lisa Barense ’74,
Abigail Berg-
Hammond ’04,
Carolyn Berg ’72,
Sally Noble ’75,
Steve Gevinson
’73, and the
author, David
Hammond ’73.

(Left) David
Hammond at work
in some “old
media.”

David Hammond ’73, a
writer living in Oak
Park, has been a
moderator of
LTHForum since its
inception and is a
regular contributor of
restaurant reviews and
food-related articles to
Time Out Chicago and
Chicago Reader, for
which he wrote a
seven-part series on the
traditional foods of
Mexican regions such
as Jalisco, Oaxaca, and
Michoacan. A returning
guest on WLS radio
and Chicago Public
Radio, David has also
appeared in a number
of web-based, print,
and television
productions (including
acting as host for
“Gorilla Gourmet:
Maxwell Street
Mexican,” which aired
on Chicagoland cable),
David is a “mobile
correspondent” for
80108.com, sending
out weekly text
messages regarding
Chicagoland food
events.  David is
married to Carolyn
Berg ’72, and father 
to Josanna, Lydia and
Abigail ’04.  Samples 
of his work are
available at
www.dchammond.com.
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Hillary Teague talks to
prospective students at

the CTCL Fair in
Chicago.

published in 2006 and provides a guide for an education that goes
beyond the norm. Pope’s education choices are based on his years
of research as a journalist, making “stealth” visits to campuses,
and interviewing students at hundreds of schools nationwide.
Rather than basing his choices on the more traditional rankings
from test scores and alumni recommendations, Pope seeks the
exemplary school where “admission is holistic, and the focus
campus-wide is on the transformation between orientation and
graduation.” He looks for a sense of community and connection
that transcends the years of study and endures a lifetime. He
chooses the school where learning is collaborative, not
competitive, and the student is there to learn, not just to receive a
degree. In all three editions (1996, 2000, 2006) of Pope’s highly
respected book, Kalamazoo College has been one of those
exemplary 40.

“The CTCL fair is one of the most productive fairs we work,”
Hillary says. “Our philosophy is that we talk to the prospective
students – and we listen – to find the right fit for their needs. That
fit may or may not be Kalamazoo College. We’re not there for
numbers. We are there to find the right match. For Kalamazoo
College and for each individual student.”

Yes, it’s love.
Pope writes: “Kalamazoo is more than a distinctive college; it

is unique. Other colleges offer some of its features, but none
provide the same combination of a career development internship
term, two foreign-study terms, and a senior individualized project,
which they call the K Plan… At no Ivy institution are the students
so deeply engaged, so broadly prepared, or so heavily invested in a
sense of community as at Kalamazoo.” 

One of the differences between CTCL and other college fairs
is that prospective students do not fill out individual application
cards for each school that interests them. At CTCL, students carry
a list of schools with them, marking off the ones with whom they
wish further contact. CTCL organizers gather these lists after the
fair has ended, sort and process the data, and only then send the
information to schools for follow-up.

“Without a doubt,” Hillary says, “we get more prospects from
CTCL fairs than from any other college fair.” Numbers vary, she
explains, with every region, but the Chicago fair is one of the
largest.

Who reads Pope’s book? It varies, according to Hillary and
David. Often the parents read it, and their influence trickles down
to their children. High school guidance counselors also read it,
afterward making recommendations based on what they read.
But students read it, searching on their own for the perfect match.
They might read on page 254 a quote from another student, now a
senior at Kalamazoo College, speaking about her study abroad
experience: “One of those college experiences that changed my
life. It was a very liberating and independent experience. After six

A
t the CTCL fair – that
stands for “Colleges That
Change Lives” – in
Chicago, applicants stood
three deep at the
Kalamazoo College table.

David Anderson and Hillary
Teague had their hands full, and
when their hands were not full
of brochures and College
catalogs and pamphlets, they
were heartily shaking the
outstretched hands of eager
prospective students.

David and Hillary are
matchmakers. They create love
matches – the kind between
student and school, the kind
that parents applaud. These are
the relationships Kalamazoo
College calls “4 and Forever,”
forming bonds that last not only
the four years of a college
education, but for a lifetime.
David and Hillary work in the
Kalamazoo College admission
office, but they are rarely found
at their desks. More often than
not they are on the road,
visiting schools, talking to
school counselors, or working
the Kalamazoo College table at
another college fair.

“The CTCL is one of the
biggest and one of the best,”
David says. “We consistently
have prospects standing three
deep, waiting to talk to us,
brimming with questions.”

The CTCL fair is born from
the pages of a book by Loren
Pope, former New York Times
education editor. The third
edition of his work, Colleges
That Change Lives: 40 Schools
That Will Change the Way You
Think About Colleges, was

Three-Deep for Kalamazoo College

LuxEsto AT HOME IN THE WORLD



David Anderson
answers questions
from parents whose
students have an
interest in attending
Kalamazoo College.

months in a foreign place I came back to Kalamazoo with a new
view on life and my existence in it. What is amazing is that 150
other students returned to campus with stories different than my
own. It was enlightening and I felt enriched by those around me;
to be able to have experiences so different but to have a common
ground on which to share those experiences allowed me to grow
even more.”

“Another factor that differentiates CTCL college fairs from
the rest,” says David, “is the panel at the opening of the fair.”

The panel to which David refers is a presentation by school
deans and directors, free to the public, of the latest research on
campus characteristics and learning components that lead to an
excellent college experience. The audience is challenged to look
beyond popular rankings as just one measure of quality, and to
expand their knowledge in their search for a more individualized
fit. After a question and answer period, students and parents are
released for the hunt. And a hunt it is. A ballroom filled with
tables, each representing a school of excellence, is instantly 

packed with crowds of people.
In addition to Kalamazoo
College, one finds Ohio
Wesleyan,  Earlham, Cornell,
Beloit, Wheaton, and 34 others.
The fair lasts exactly two 
hours, and the lines at
Kalamazoo’s table fall back to
two-deep only in the last
quarter hour. Matches are made.
If not in heaven, then often at a
CTCL fair. 

For more information about
Colleges That Change Lives and
profiles for each of Loren Pope’s
40 exemplary schools, visit
www.ctcl.com. 
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comfort zone, especially in sports. It made me integrate mind and
body. Nevertheless, after I finished the requirement, I returned to
a life of inactivity.

Fast forward to 2000. My in-laws, longtime skiers, invited my
wife and me to join them on a trip to Aspen. Figuring that it was
finally time to join the family in this interest of theirs, I gave it a
try. As a result of hard work, excellent teachers, and perseverance,
at the end of three days I could handle a 2,000-foot descent. When I
got an invitation to repeat the trip in 2001 and 2002, I eagerly
accepted it, and eventually became an intermediate-level skier.

Skiing remained a once-a-year activity until we moved to
Minnesota in the fall of 2002. Our house was a short drive to a
Midwestern ski hill. Life was going to be good; I could ski all the
time. I bought a pass, skis, and boots, and got into a good routine
of hitting the slopes. 

But a Midwestern ski hill is not the same as the Rockies.  The 
ride up the lift is 4 minutes; the trip down, if you stretch it out, 
is 45 seconds.

All this time I was aware of snowboarding. But the group we skied
with in Colorado had been, at best, skeptical of the “sport,” and I
had adopted that attitude. Snowboarding, in my mind, was the
province of pampered middle-class teenagers pretending to be
rebels. It was too self-consciously cool. Further, it seemed like
Americans, having failed to do well in the Winter Olympics for so
long, had to invent it in order to compensate.

And yet, the idea of trying out snowboarding was attractive, even
if it seemed far-fetched. Perhaps, I thought, snowboarding would

CONFESSIONS OF
A MIDDLE-AGED
SNOWBOARDER

I
n many ways, I fit the
stereotype of the suburbanite
that I am: I have an advanced
degree, drive a Honda, do
white collar work, and play
golf. But on most winter

weekend afternoons, chances
are I’ll be riding a snowboard—
perhaps even in a halfpipe.

How did this happen? And
what’s it got to do with my
liberal arts education at “K”?

My snowboarding life didn’t
start until well into my 30s.
When most folks’ athletic lives
are ending, mine was just
getting started. Maybe that’s the
legacy of “K” and the liberal
arts: a lifetime of unexpected
beginnings. 

Some background.  Before
arriving at Kalamazoo College, 
I lived near Muskegon, Mich.,
which gets plenty of snow. But 
I was never much of an athlete,
and with its hefty cost, skiing
was out of the question. My
high school career was all
academics.

The College’s physical education
activities requirement was a
shock to me. But I was happy to
be the first person in my family
to enter a four-year college, so I
endured the requirement as best
I could. One sport I tried was
fencing. Today I can’t tell the
difference between an epee and
a foil, but fencing did one thing
for me: it took me out of my

LuxEsto AT HOME IN THE WORLD

CONFESSIONS OF
A MIDDLE-AGED
SNOWBOARDER



John LaPlante in
Vail (facing page)
and (above) on
the summit of a
snowboard run in
Minnesota. Lake
Superior is in the
background.

help me become better at skiing. It certainly would make the long
winters go by quicker. And the better snowboard riders looked so
graceful, sometimes carving steep turns into the snow, sometimes
descending in a straight line and barely moving the board from
side to side.

Could I try that?

Here’s a Kalamazoo College memory that helped me answer that.
During my foreign study in Caen, France, I took a weekend
holiday trip to Paris with my two housemates. We arrived in the
City of Lights during rush hour on a Friday evening. We parked
our car and ran, dodging the traffic on the Place de l’Etoile, on our
way to the Arc de Triomphe. (Only after we arrived at the arch did
we find that we could have used tunnels!) From there we
wandered through the city into the late evening, equipped with
only our map, our shaky command of French, and our wits. 

That first night became a metaphor for me years later: If I can
navigate a large, unknown city in those conditions, I can handle
snowboarding.

So I went to my local ski hill and signed up for lessons. At the
rental shop, the young attendant got my gear. I asked her if she
was a snowboarder. “No, I’m a ski racer,” she said.
“Snowboarding’s too difficult.”

I soon learned how right she was. Though snowboarding boots
were much more comfortable than ski boots, everything else was
more difficult. There were no poles to help with balance, and
simply dealing with the bindings was fatiguing. 

Once I arrived at the staging area, I faced the first of many
challenges. It was clear that I was the oldest member of the class.
In fact, I was probably old enough to be the father of almost
everyone present, possibly even the instructor.

Being the oldest student meant that I was also most likely the least
fit and the least able to pick up a new physical skill. Sure enough,
I lagged behind everyone in the lessons. Whatever task we tried, it
seemed to come easy to everyone else, and difficult for me.
Knowing how to ski helped, but just barely. 

The challenges of learning a new sport involve both the body and
the will. After we had done some exercises on nearly flat
ground—tiring enough—we went over to the towrope. Now 
I had used a towrope during the first hour of ski classes, but 
with difficulty. For the novice snowboarder, a rope is even 
more difficult.

One boot remains in the
binding; the other is out—a
recipe for instability. The
hundreds of people who use the
tow during the day dig a small
trench into the snow. It’s easy
for the snowboard to slip out of
that trench, which only leads to
more instability, expended
energy, and lots of falls.

The most difficult part of the
towrope was simply getting
started: stand in the trench
while the rope rolls by; squeeze
rope; travel unsteadily for three
feet before the board slips out;
get thrown to the ground;
repeat.

The teenagers and 9-year olds
used the rope without trouble. I
kept getting thrown onto the
hard packed snow. 

I gave up on the rope, and
walked up the hill to where the
rest of the class was waiting.
Though it is much easier to
walk in snowboard boots than
ski boots, it’s tiring to carry a
board uphill. Just as I arrived
halfway up the hill, the
instructor, in her high-pitched,
difficult-to-hear teenaged voice,
said that the class was over. So
much for my first lesson. 

It got even more interesting in
the rental shop. I was sitting on
a bench, taking off my boots
near the next-oldest student,
perhaps 15 years my junior. He
said “That’s pretty cool.”

“I don’t understand,” I replied.

“You know, someone your age
taking lessons.”

Thanks, pal.
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According to 

John LaPlante, a lot
of Kalamazoo

College went into
his snowboarding

adventure.

sustained a sprained wrist, which is the most common ailment of
new snowboarders. A family emergency kept me away from my
third lesson, though my 8-year old cousins were impressed when I
explained why I was wearing a brace on one hand.

When the next season came around, I took some lessons at a
different ski area. The conditions were better, as were the
instructors. There were also three other men in the class, and one
of the instructors was a man in his 50s. I hate to say that merely
being around them (rather than around kids) had an effect, but it’s
probably true. With each lesson, I was able to do more and more.
Despite the prolonged awkwardness—the stiffening up in a failed
attempt to not fall—I was soon connecting turns, moving from
one side of the slope to the other, and making giant figure-8s
down the hill. 

I became not just a student of snowboarding, but a snowboarder. I
bought my own board, boots, and bindings at a ski swap. With
the new equipment, a few more lessons, and more experience, I
progressed from flailing around at a mini-hill to riding in the back
bowls of Vail. And when the weather is right, I’ll even connect
some turns in the halfpipe.

GRAYS ON TRAYS

Early on in my snowboarding adventure, I found that talking
about snowboarding was almost as interesting as doing it. In my
first season, I tried to find some books on the subject, but so
much of what I found was geared towards children. So I created a
web site (www.graysontrays.com), in order to rephrase, in adult
terms, the juvenile material I found in the library and online. And
in a move that pre-dated blogging, I used my site as an online
diary, documenting my progress.

In time I added a discussion forum, where adult riders gather to
swap stories and share ideas. The site is both a community of
older riders and a resource for the curious, telling them, “Yes,
maybe you can do this after all.” It has gotten some significant
publicity, including the Detroit Free Press and San Jose Mercury
News. A fitness magazine recently asked me to write a story about
adults snowboarding. 

In Aspen in the winter of 2004, I took a lesson from a woman
who was in her early 50s. She had learned how to ride in her late
40s. When she discovered that I wasn’t yet 41, she said, “So there’s
hope for you.” I gave her a puzzled look. “There’s still time for
you to be an instructor.” Given my abilities at the time, I thought
she was joking. But within a year I was invited to teach.

A few days later I returned to
see if I could master the rope
before the next lesson. I
repeated the pattern: stand,
grab, ride, fall. Then: abandon
the rope, walk up the hill, and
try a few exercises. 

I sat on the ground after one
particularly stressful failed
attempt, and seriously thought
of quitting. 

A ski patroller came by. 

“How’s it going?”

“Really tough. This towrope, I
just can’t do it.”

“Don’t give up. Once you’ve got
it figured it out, you won’t want
to come back to these.” With
that, he pointed to his skis.
Since he was wearing skis, the
remark didn’t strike me as the
boast of a snowboarder, but a
simple opinion based on his
experience with both. 

I also met a teenaged boy at the
base of the hill. He offered some
words of encouragement about
using the rope, and riding the
board. With his insight, I made
a breakthrough: I could use the
rope. More importantly, my
confidence soared.

That day before my second
lesson was useful and it turned
out to be the highlight of my
first snowboard season. Because
a few days later, my second
lesson ended badly, with a
spectacular fall near the end of
an otherwise successful run. I 
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And from teaching I have learned so much, not only about
snowboarding, but also about helping people set and reach goals.
The instructors take clinics together, and between lessons, ride
with each other. The staff develops a camaraderie that defies
generation gaps, and that’s satisfying. The highlight of that season
was riding in Vail. A close second was teaching a woman in her
50s how to ride. At the end of our 90-minute lesson, her
enthusiasm was overflowing, and infectious. It carried me for a
day. Maybe two.

So what’s the attraction of snowboarding? Here’s a list, by no
means exhaustive.

THE THRILL OF SPEED. Snowboarding offers the rush of
swooping down the mountain, not out of control, but literally on
the edge of it. 

THE JOYS OF COMPANIONSHIP. I’ve met some great people
through the web site, and through teaching, and we have all
overcome our initial obstacles. 

BREAKING STEREOTYPES. “Adults don’t snowboard!”
“Snowboard riders have multiple body piercings and talk funny.”
There’s something about breaking stereotypes that especially
delights the middle-aged, middle-class conventional person. 

GROWTH. Not only in physical skill but in spirit. It’s satisfying to
break through from a beginner to an intermediate level, and then
to an expert one, overcoming fear at each step. There’s no room
for impatience; learning how to ride may require savoring the
moment, enjoying each hard-fought gain. It’s an expansion of
one’s self-definition: Yeah, I can do that. The journey is difficult. 
I recall several times I had to ask an instructor to tie my boots for
me. I was so tired that such humiliation held little power.
Learning how to ride requires learning how to abandon pride in
small ways in order to realize the pride of reaching larger goals.

EXERCISE. You can be a couch potato and still snowboard, but the
more fit you are, the easier it will be to ride. I have a family
history of diabetes, so getting exercise is a good thing. But
“exercise because it’s good for you” is a much less powerful
motivator than “do this and you can ride longer, better, and with
less effort.”

Finally there is a spiritual aspect to riding, one that cuts across a
wide range of religious beliefs. The mountain is powerful (think
of an avalanche), bigger than you, and beautiful. In the faith with
which I am most familiar, the Christian religion, people are
commended for enjoying, with a thankful heart, what God has

created and what God enables
us to do. It’s easy to enjoy and
appreciate the work of God
while on a board, looking over
Lake Superior in Minnesota or
at the Rocky Mountains in
Colorado.

GETTING SCHOOLED

Even though I never took a
snowboarding class in college,
my snowboard journey began at
“K.” A liberal arts education
invites curiosity, exploration,
rigorous thinking, and the effort
to integrate learning and life.
The liberal arts is broad enough
to make you aware of how
much you do not know, or, put
another way, aware of the vast
possibility of new opportunities
to know. In soil prepared so, any
seed—say snowboarding, for
instance—is sure to germinate
and grow.

John R. LaPlante ’85 earned an
M.A. degree in political science
from The Ohio State University.
He lives in Minnesota, and works
in public policy as a consultant.
You may reach him at
graysontrays01@yahoo.com.
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Swimming Lessons
Katie Stefl ’09 came to
Kalamazoo College to swim
competitively and study abroad.
She’s already done both
successfully, and somewhat
unconventionally. 

Stefl differs from most
student-athletes on campus
because she no longer sets
targets for herself. 

“I try not to swim with big
goals,” she said. 

You might not guess this
based on a cursory glance of the
record book. After all, as a
freshman, the then big-goal-
driven Stefl was named to the
All-MIAA team. 

That’s pretty impressive, but
in her sophomore season she
did much better. She repeated
her All-MIAA honors and
became the MIAA record-holder
in both the 400 individual
medley and 200 butterfly. She
also qualified to go to the
NCAA III Championships. 

The difference?
“My attitude,” she said.

“I’m more laid back. I’m not a
one-track mind about a time or
hundredths of a second.”

Stefl’s coach, Kathy
Milliken, agrees that the mental
change has had a positive
influence on her swimming and
said that she believes it’s a
decision for the best. 

“Almost all swimmers that I
have coached perform best
when they prepare themselves
by setting small goals. When
they get to the big meets they
forget about the times, and their
races are automatic,” she said.  

Stefl had three weeks to
prepare for nationals following
the MIAA Championships. She
was the only Hornet female

swimmer to qualify for the meet and, according to Milliken,
handled that well. 

“Coming off such a high at the conference meet and then
having to get started again with hard practices the following
Monday morning is a very difficult thing to do, especially by
yourself. Katie handled it as well as anyone I’ve ever coached in
terms of being mentally and physically present at every practice.
This focus paid off,” she said. 

The NCAA III Championships were held in Houston, during
the Winter Quarter 10th week, just before finals. Stefl was able to
take one exam the day before she left and another the morning
before she boarded the plane.  

She and Milliken arrived on Tuesday and had that day and
Wednesday to practice.  

Stefl qualified for finals in the preliminary races, and finished
5th in the 400 individual medley, earning All-American honors.
She also finished 17th in both the 500 freestyle and 200 butterfly.

Her return to Kalamazoo was quickly followed by her launch
into study abroad. 

The political science major had chosen the short-term
program in Bonn, Germany, and she loved the experience. 

Because of Germany’s central location, she had the
opportunity to travel to many other countries, and was able to
swim in Bonn. “Learning to swim in another language was really
fun,” said Stefl. 

Milliken keeps to herself the goals she has for Stefl’s 
junior season. 

“I don’t add the extra pressure,” she said. “After all, these are
Kalamazoo College students. They place enough pressure on
themselves with everything they choose to pursue. My role is to
get them to relax and take situations day-by-day. The biggest
challenge is getting athletes to see in themselves the potential that
I see in them without being scared of failure. They need to enjoy
racing and ask the positive ‘what ifs?’ This is something that Katie
has learned to do over the last two seasons.”

Stefl’s “goals,” if that’s even the right word: “Have fun. Swim
fast. And if I’m lucky, I’ll go to Nationals.”

(Top)
Stefl swims the

freestyle

(Below) 
Stefl (left) and

teammate Maegan
Connochie ’09

enjoy themselves
in Spain
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KCF CHALLENGE

GIFTS
In fiscal year 2006-07,
members of the
Homecoming 2007 reunion
classes (1962, 1967, 1972,
1977, 1982, 1987, 1992,
1997, and 2002) were very
generous. Their Kalamazoo
College Fund (KCF) gifts
totaled $164,685. But what
if that combined total
increased to $200,000 in
fiscal year 2007-08? If that
happens, then Jon Stryker
’82 will give an additional
gift of $100,000 to KCF. 
He also will give another
$10,000 to KCF if the
pledge participation of this
year’s seniors (Class of
2008) meets or exceeds 
48 percent. 

Members of the
Homecoming 2007 reunion
classes, please consider
increasing your gifts to
reach the combined
$200,000 total. And
members of the Class of
2008, please consider a
pledge to KCF. The
Kalamazoo College Fund
supports the greatest needs
of the College, including
student scholarships,
teaching technology, and
operations maintenance.
Please make a gift to KCF
today, and don’t forget to
check with your employer
to see if it will match your
gift! To make a gift online
or to check your class’s
progress, please visit
www.kzoo.edu/afgiving.

CINDERELLA TWICE

Last June Shirley (Hill) Hasty ’50 changed forever the life of a
young woman she had never met.

Brieanna Thrall, 2007 graduate from Hunter High School
(West Valley, Utah), had to decide where to spend the next four
years of her life.  She was drawn to the study abroad program at
Kalamazoo College and wanted to study sculpture and writing at a
liberal arts college. But cost was an issue.  She had secured a
financial aid package from the College, but it wasn’t enough.
Brieanna was beginning to look at state schools in Utah when she
received a call last June and learned she’d been awarded a
scholarship, one made from a gift to help a young woman who
excelled academically but needed financial assistance. The donor
was Shirley Hasty.

“I was in shock, speechless,” says Brieanna. “I was so
thankful. I started to tell my Mom, and I started crying, and then
she started crying.”

Kalamazoo College was suddenly possible. Brieanna describes
the feeling as a “Cinderella” moment.

Just what Shirley Hasty had hoped for. She remembered a
Cinderella moment of her own.

Shirley had graduated from Davison (Mich.) High School in
1945, class salutatorian with big dreams of college.  But her family
couldn’t afford it.  In fact, during her senior year in high school,
Shirley worked part time to help support her family. After
graduation she worked full time, hoping to save enough money
for college. She enrolled at Flint Junior College and completed its
two-year program.

And that looked to be the end for her higher education. But
that summer, working at the American Baptist Assembly at Green
Lake, Wis., she met a benefactor who  “made me feel like
Cinderella,” she says. That gentleman was a member of the Board
of Trustees at Kalamazoo College, and he secured for Shirley a full
scholarship to “K.”

Shirley was overwhelmed by the generosity of the College,
and she never forgot that her education here was made possible by
the altruism of others.  Last spring Shirley and her husband, Jack,
decided that it was time to “pay it back” by “paying it forward,”
time to give another young woman the same “Cinderella” feeling
that she had experienced.  

“If I saw Shirley,” says Brieanna, “I would tell her that I owe
all of my education, experiences, friends, and future to her.  I
want her to know that she gave her gift to someone who really
appreciates it.”

(Top)
Shirley Hill in 1950
at Trowbridge Hall

(Below)
Shirley (Hill) Hasty
today

Light a Journey – The Kalamazoo College Fund
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Greetings to all Kalamazoo College alumni from your Alumni Association
Executive Board (AAEB). As president of the AAEB I’m pleased to share news of
our activities and encourage your involvement with us.

You are a member of the Alumni Association if you graduated from Kalamazoo
College or attended for at least six quarters. Your AAEB meets on campus three
times a year.  Our goal is to work with you and with the College’s Alumni Relations
Office in order to maximize your interest and participation in the life of the College
in a broad range of activities.  We want to increase your connection to Kalamazoo
College and your participation in the life of the College by encouraging you to
contribute your talents and resources in support of its distinctive educational
experience.  We also work with you to increase your regional connections with
other Kalamazoo College alumni.

If you are unfamiliar with the Alumni Association or the work of the Alumni
Relations Office, visit the Alumni Relations web page at www.kzoo.edu/aluminfo.
There you will find information about regional alumni events, alumni volunteer
opportunities, alumni home pages, how to keep in touch using AlumNet, and
much more. 

Two Alumni Association activities deserve special mention.

—“4 and Forever,” a program inaugurated in 2003, introduces first-year
students to the Alumni Association and emphasizes the lifelong
connection between the College and its graduates.  Each class has had its
own distinctive “4 and Forever” T-shirt. AAEB helped support the costs
of the shirts for the Classes of 2007 and 2011.

—The College celebrates the 175th anniversary of its charter and the 50th
anniversary of study abroad this year.  We are working with the Alumni
Relations Office to maximize our participation in these celebrations. 

With publications changes now in place (LuxEsto or the online newsletter, BeLight,
will reach alumni every other month), alumni and the AAEB will be in frequent
contact. Contact we want to be two-way. Please let us hear from you. Our success is
directly related to your involvement in our work.  You can reach us easily by e-mail
from the Alumni Relations web site.  We encourage you to share with us your ideas
for the work of the Alumni Association.  We encourage you to volunteer or
nominate another alumni for membership on the AAEB.  We look forward to
conversations with you regarding Kalamazoo College.

Sincerely,

David L. Easterbrook
dleaster@northwestern.edu   

Letter from David Easterbrook ’69
President, Alumni Association Executive Board

LuxEsto ALUMNI ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE BOARD
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The 1940 men’s tennis team
won the MIAA and posted
victories against University of
Michigan, Michigan State,
Loyola University, University of
Georgia, Ohio State, and
Marquette University. Pictured
is team member Eric Pratt ’42
and his wife, Patricia (Miller)
Pratt ’47.

Awards
(Above) The 2007 Alumni Award winners, flanked by President
Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran and Alumni Association Executive
Board President David Easterbrook ’69, include (l-r): Jack
Lundeen ’69, Distinguished Service Award; Sally Olexia and Paul
Olexia, Weimer K. Hicks Award; and Julie Mehretu ’92,
Distinguished Service Award.

Four alumni were inducted into the Hornet Athletic Hall of Fame.
Not pictured is Kory Kramer ’99, Cross-Country. Pictured with
President Wilson-Oyelaran (left) and AAEB President Easterbrook
’69 (right) are (l-r): MaryJane Valade ’01, Basketball; Nicholas
Duda ’02, Swimming; and Linda (Topolsky) Simpson ’86, Tennis.

HALL OF FAME TEAMS
The Hornet Hall of Fame grew in 2007 by four entire teams.
Inducted were the 1940 Men’s Tennis Team; the 1949 Men’s
Tennis Team; the 1962 Football Team; and the 1969 Women’s
Tennis Team. 

The 1962 football team, MIAA champs, undefeated and untied.

Letter from David Easterbrook ’69
President, Alumni Association Executive Board Homecoming 2007

AT HOME IN THE WORLD
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Awards

In 1969, Kalamazoo College
women’s tennis went 7-0 in dual
meets and won all nine flights
of the league tournament. It
was considered the most
dominant women’s tennis team
in Hornet sports history.

The 1949 men’s tennis team
won 18 matches and lost only
five. They were MIAA
champions and beat a number
of Division I and II teams.
Attending the Hall of Fame
induction ceremony were
Gordon Dolbee ’50 (left) and
Jack Sunderland ’50 (second
from right).

Events

CELEBRATING THE VICTOR LANGE COLLECTION
The College hosted a Homecoming lecture and reception to
celebrate receiving an important collection of German books
and papers. Thomas Lange ’71 (pictured above, flanked by
German professors Michael Sosulski and Jennifer Redmann)
and his family gave to the College the library of Thomas’ late
father, Victor Lange, a renowned scholar of German literature.
The collection contains more than 10,000 volumes, including
rare first editions of German literary works and an original letter
written by the great German poet Johann Wolfgang von Goethe.
The lecture focused on Goethe’s best known work, the drama
Faust. It was titled “Faust Across the Ages and the Arts,”
and delivered by James van der Laan, a professor at Illinois
State University. 

LIFELONG LEARNING SEMINARS
The lecture on Faust (see above) was just one of five “Lifelong
Learning” seminars available to alumni during Homecoming.
Professor Emeritus of Art Bernard
Palchick (left) discussed the
iconography of his recent paintings
during one of those seminars. 

TENNIS ANYONE?
Ask that question at Kalamazoo
College, and you think of Tish
Loveless and George Acker. The
College celebrated its blessing of the
many years of service by these two
great teachers and coaches with a
special plaque dedication ceremony
at Stowe Stadium.

HOMECOMINGLuxEsto
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end

HOMECOMING 2007

THE GAMES!
Homecoming means athletics!
The football team lost to Hope
in front of a robust and loyal
home crowd. Volleyball
dropped a good match to Hope.
Men’s soccer lost to Calvin, and
women’s soccer played Hope to
a 2-2, double overtime tie. 

THE RACE
Talk about domination! The top 10 finishers of the Homecoming 
5-K were all affiliated with Kalamazoo College. In fact, all the
finishers were. Lots of smiles at the start, at least for these five
participants (l-r, and all members of the Class of 2002): Merrill
Shattuck, Dennis Foldenauer, Anne Anderson, Joe Wicklander, 
and Carla Kupe-Arion. 

CATCHING UP
Homecoming provides the chance to visit our professors. Above,
Marigene Arnold (center), professor emerita of sociology, enjoys 
a reunion with Marilyn Shelley Leasia ’77 and Nancy Southard 
Young ’67.



70 Home by Far Away
Get out. And go far away.

So suggest the recent
sabbaticals of David Barclay,
History, and Ahmed Hussen,
Economics. At stake: the
future of liberal arts
education.

Kalamazoo College is
dedicated to an
undergraduate experience
that includes meaningful
international and
intercultural components.
Most of its students live and
study abroad for periods
ranging from three to nine
months. Some participate in
special programs focused on
urban studies or U.S. and
Mexico border issues. Some
do Intercultural Research
Projects that require deep
immersion into a different
culture or cultures. All of this
activity is fitting for a college
that would strengthen its
international focus (as
Kalamazoo College’s new
strategic plan calls for it to
do). Fitting, and not enough.

Professors, also, should
get out and go far away,
engage in the world in order
to be “at home in the world.”

“The greatest single
danger to the liberal arts,”
says Barclay, “is the risk of
introversion and
complacency.”

Risk reduction isn’t easy.
Hussen was apart from his
family for long periods of
time during an entire
academic year. Nevertheless,
his advice for any sabbatical:
“Go as far away as possible
and teach in a place very
different from what you are
used to.”

LuxEsto

FULBRIGHT SCHOLAR

Professor of Economics Ahmed Hussen taught at the University of
Botswana during the 2006-2007 academic year. His upper level
courses studied environmental economics and natural resource
economics, with the latter focused on minerals and water, two
vital resources for Botswana. These two classes were intended to
comprise his entire course load, but when a new professor failed
to show up, the university asked Hussen to increase his teaching
load with an introductory microeconomics course—of 108
students! The large class initially posed quite an acoustical
challenge for the soft-spoken Hussen, but, after awhile, teaching
that class became one of his most treasured experiences.

“The value of teaching abroad begins on a very personal
level,” says Hussen. “For a year I had, in a sense, no permanent
connection to an institution and therefore the freedom to focus
entirely on writing and reading (see sidebar), teaching, and
personal reflection. The result was a restoration of energy and
reawakening of enthusiasm for teaching.” 
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Hussen believes the measure of that energy and renewal
depends on distance—geographical from home, and psychological
from the known.

Of course he learned a great deal about Africa, particularly
the economic and environmental tension its peoples face. And
this learning will certainly find its way into his teaching at
Kalamazoo College. 

“Africa is too often ignored or too narrowly stereotyped. But
it has much to offer the world, particularly the West,” says
Hussen. He cites a positive outlook that doesn’t depend on
material wealth. This characteristic doesn’t minimize the serious
problems with which Africans must contend, but it may be a
critical prerequisite for the sustainability required to save 
the planet.

“Our view of Africa is myopic, confined to problems such as
drought, war, starvation, disease, corruption, and humankind’s
seemingly fathomless capacity for inhumane treatment of one
another,” Hussen says. “Africa is much more than that. It’s a
culturally dynamic place, and the people share a remarkable 
sense of joy.”

At University of Botswana, the economics department
numbered 21 members; half came from other countries, including
Uganda, Ghana, Nigeria, U.S., India, Tanzania, Kenya, 
and Zambia.

In recognition of Hussen’s contributions as a Fulbright
Scholar in Botswana, the Center for International Exchange
Scholars (CIES) named him a member of its Peer Review
Committee for Fulbright Scholar Applications of Southern Africa. 

“I’m honored and excited,” says Hussen. “The committee
work assures my continued affiliation with Africa and with CIES.”

In addition to teaching
three courses at the
University of Botswana,
Ahmed Hussen completed
three major papers
(delivered as invited
lectures) and read a number
of books on Africa. A
sampling follows.

PAPERS
“A Balancing Act:

Harnessing Science and
Technology for Economic
Development While Caring
for the Poor, Posterity, and
the Environment,” the
keynote address for the
Sixth Annual Symposium of
the Botswana Trust for
Harnessing Science and
Technology for Economic
Development.

“Ecological Economics
and its Implications on the
Standard Methods of
Economic Analyses and
Environmental Valuations,”
invited seminar at the Harry
Oppenheimer Okavango
Research Center.

“The Economics of
Global Warming: Not to Act
at All, to Act Now or Later,”
inaugural address of
Fulbright Scholar Ahmed
Hussen at the University of
Botswana.

BOOKS
The State of Africa: A History
of 50 Years of Independence,
Martin Meredith
Long Walk to Freedom,
Nelson Mandela
King Leopold’s Ghost: A
Story of Greed, Terror, and
Heroism in Colonial Africa,
Adam Hochschild
When a Crocodile Eats the
Sun, Peter Godwin

Ahmed Hussen in
the Okavango
Delta.

(continued on page 72)

AT HOME IN THE WORLD



ACADEMY FELLOW

In the spring of 2007, David
Barclay, the Margaret and Roger
Scholten Professor of History and
International Studies, became the
George H.W. Bush/Axel Springer
Fellow of the American Academy
in Berlin.

At the Academy he
interacted with a dozen other
Fellows selected, like him, for
six-month tenures and with 12
shorter-term distinguished
visitors (see sidebar page 73).

“The experience was the
single best thing that’s happened
in my professional life,” says
Barclay. “It combined my
scholarly focus and daily contact
with some of the brightest people
I’ve ever met.”

The scholarly focus is
research for his book-in-progress,
a history of West Berlin from
1948 to 1994, the year the last of

U.S. troops (stationed in Berlin since the end of World War II)
withdrew from the city. Interestingly, that year also marked the
founding (by Richard Holbrooke and Henry Kissinger) of the
American Academy in Berlin. The Academy was created to maintain
and create transatlantic bonds in the arts, humanities, and public
affairs.

Barclay’s research kept him poring through archival material and
interviewing former West Berliners, including all but one of the
living former mayors of the city. In similar fashion, the other 12
Fellows delved into their scholarly or artistic pursuits. But the group
complemented their solitary work by sharing at least 10 meals
together each week. They also attended en masse numerous
functions, which often featured the work of fellow Fellows. 

Barclay presented a number of papers and lectures—two at the
Technical University of Berlin, one at the Free University of Berlin,
one at a conference in Munich, and the keynote address at a meeting
in Edinburgh of the International Association for the Study of
German Politics. 

He co-directed the Berlin Program in Advanced German and
European Studies, a seminar for graduate students and post-docs. He
served on the Fulbright selection committee, helping to choose the
German scholars who would study in the U.S. And he attended
meetings of two boards of which he is a member: the Berlin-
Brandenburg Academy of Sciences and the Allied Museum, a branch
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David Barclay
(right) converses
with Richard von
Weizsäcker at the

American
Academy in

Berlin. Richard
von Weizsäcker
was Governing
Mayor of Berlin
(1981-1984) and
President of the
Federal Republic

of Germany
(1984-1994). 

Photo by Hans Glave

HOME BY FAR AWAYLuxEsto
David Barclay on the evening

of his public lecture at the
American Academy in Berlin. He
is flanked by his presenter and
commentator, John Kornblum

(left) and Klaus Schütz. 
Photo by Sven Strakeljahn
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of the German Historical Museum.

Each American Academy Fellow gives a public
presentation. Barclay delivered a lecture (in German)
on the subject of Ernst Reuter as a Cold War symbol.
More than 150 dignitaries attended—people like Klaus
Schütz (former Mayor of Berlin, former German
Ambassador to Israel, and former President of the
German Red Cross) and John Kornblum, former U.S.
Ambassador to Germany.

Benefits from Barclay’s experience will accrue to
Kalamazoo College immediately and directly as well as
indirectly over time. An example of the former was
Barclay’s acquaintance with Distinguished Visitor Neil
Shubin, a professor in the department of organismal
biology and anatomy at the University of Chicago and
one of the foremost paleontologists in the world.
Barclay helped Shubin connect with Kalamazoo College
Professor of Biology Paul Sotherland, and Shubin will
deliver this year’s Diebold Lecture on campus.

The most important indirect benefit of getting out
and going far away is the preservation of liberal arts
education. Barclay and Hussen believe that an
understanding of the concept “at home in the world”
requires professors to periodically live and teach in
distant lands. What better way to champion wide
exploration than by exploring widely? Walking the
talk, so to speak.

Not long after Barclay and Hussen returned
“home,” another widely ranging liberal arts explorer
lectured on campus. David Campbell, Kalamazoo
College Class of 1971, and currently a biology
professor at Grinnell College, spoke to biology majors
on the importance of liberal arts education. (The very
title of that delightful talk, “Teaching the Beatles to
Snorkel: Astronauts, War, Octopi, and Crocodiles at
‘K’,” suggests the importance of delving into a variety of
disciplines to discover their interconnections.)

Like Barclay and Hussen, Campbell mixes
classroom work with scholarship and teaching in far
places—Belize, the Amazon River basin, the Antarctic,
to name a few. Liberal arts, he said, is an education that
does not snuff out possibility prematurely. It’s practiced
rarely, he added, mostly at a few small institutions
congregated in the Midwest. And it’s worth preserving.

Get out. Go far away. Such opportunities allow
professors to build important connections with other
artists, teachers, and scholars, and to look at their work
and at Kalamazoo College in new ways so that
possibility is preserved for us all.

The American Academy in Berlin Class
of Spring 2007 is a “Who’s Who” of
distinction, with a surprising number of
Kalamazoo College connections. In
addition to David Barclay, other
Fellows included:

Omer Bartov, a professor of
European history at Brown University
and “a leading expert on World War II
and the Holocaust,” says Barclay.

Katharine Boo, staff writer for
New Yorker magazine.

Susanna Elm, professor of history
at University of California-Berkeley.

Novelist Nicole Krauss, who
happens to be married to another Spring
2007 Fellow, novelist Jonathan Safran
Foer, who happened to be Kalamazoo
College’s summer common reading
author (Everything Is Illuminated) in
fall 2006.

Laurence Lessig, law professor at
Stanford University and “a visionary in
the area of intellectual exchange in the
cyberworld,” says Barclay.

Wai-Yee Li, professor of Chinese
literature at Harvard and expert on late
Ming poetry.

Julie Mehretu, New York City-
based artist, recent recipient of a
MacArthur Fellows Program Grant, and
Kalamazoo College graduate (1992).

Laura Owens, an artist from
Los Angeles.

Thomas Powers, a writer and
Pulitzer Prize winning journalist.

Michael Taussig, an anthropology
professor at Columbia University whom
Barclay considers one of the most
innovative social scientists today.

Geoffrey Wolff, novelist, essayist,
and retired director of the fiction M.F.A.
program at University of
California-Irvine.

The Distinguished Visitors
included: Stephen Biddle, Council on
Foreign Relations; Max Boot, Council on
Foreign Relations; Glen Bowersock,
Princeton University; Richard Cohen,
Washington Post; Philippe de Montebello,
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York
City; Robert Kagan, Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace;
Amory Lovins, Rocky Mountain
Institute (and recipient in 1983 of a
Kalamazoo College honorary degree);
Vali Nasr, Council on Foreign Relations;
Neil Shubin, University of Chicago; Cass
Sunstein, University of Chicago; Scott
Wheeler, Emerson College; and James
Wolffensohn, World BankGroup.

AT HOME IN THE WORLD
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A fellowship in learning,
at home in the world

Kalamazoo College Celebrates 175th Anniversary
If you needed someone to sing
Happy Birthday on the
occasion of your 175th
birthday, this group could do
it. These Kalamazoo College
students are members of the
Gaynor Club, pictured (circa
1920) at the Kalamazoo train
station. The Gaynor Club and
its male counterpart, the Glee
Club, traveled extensively
during winter and spring to
perform concerts in high
schools and churches across
the region. Readers can catch
a ride through the College’s
history this June. The ticket?
A new College history,
A Fellowship in Learning:
Kalamazoo College, 1833-2008,
written by Marlene Crandell
Francis ’58. The history
book is part of the 175th
Anniversary Celebration
and will be available at
Commencement 2008.




