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As the summer winds down, my thoughts inevitably turn to the crisp fall weather, the changing 
leaves, the excitement of a new school year at Kalamazoo College and, of course, 
Homecoming. This year's Homecoming, October 24-26, is going to be particularly significant for 
a number of reasons. 

Whether it's baseball or theatre, for Theatre Department Director Ed Menta... ...the play's the 
thing / wherein we catch ... If Ed Menta had been able to hit a curve ball, someone else would 
be teaching in the Kalamazoo College Theatre Arts effort today. 

All alumni should be mindful of the College's performance on the Collegiate Learning 
Assessment (CLA). Many experts consider that assessment instrument to be the best direct 
measure of students' development of critical thinking... 

How green is our Hicks? Let me count the ways. By Homecoming, when the College dedicates 
it, the Weimer K. Hicks Student Center is expected to have received certification at the silver 
level in the "New Construction" category of Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 
(LEED)... 

When Jim Heath '78 addresses the next Kalamazoo College Guilds Summit (Saturday, 
September 27; and you're all invited!) he will weave together history (his major at "K"), athletics 
(he coached here), education (he taught here, too), and business... 

In keeping with its goal to create a diverse campus community, Kalamazoo College has 
announced that 50 students from Los Angeles public schools will enroll in the College through 
a partnership with the Posse Foundation. These "Posse Scholars" are public high school 
students... 

Kalamazoo College coaches teach and mentor "K" student athletes, a 
group that includes 25 percent of the entire student population. Ideally, each coach would be a 
full-time employee, a significant factor not only on the coach-athlete relationship, but also on a 
team's success. 

For a Luddite like me, the word "foundation" connotes the concrete walls of the basement of my 
house. And if that foundation became cracked and outdated, I'd need to undertake its 
renovation or replacement so that my house could continue to stand. That sounds like a major 
project... 
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COME HOME  
Chris Bussert '78  
 
Hello, Everyone! 
 
As the summer winds down, my thoughts inevitably turn to the crisp fall weather, the changing leaves, the 
excitement of a new school year at Kalamazoo College and, of course, Homecoming. 
 
This year's Homecoming, October 24-26, is going to be particularly significant for a number of reasons. First, 
in connection with the College's celebration of the 50th anniversary of its foreign study program, 
Homecoming weekend activities will include a series of study abroad reunions and seminars on Saturday 
afternoon. Other special events include a "department coffee" with current and retired faculty and staff, a 5K 
run, a session hosted by the Center for Experiential Education to discuss the new Guilds initiative, alumni 
athletic get-togethers, and a number of intercollegiate sports events, In short, there is something for 
everyone to enjoy. 
 
There has also been a remarkable amount of recent renovation to the campus that you really need to see in 
person to believe. In recent years major renovations have been undertaken to the Light Fine Arts Building, 
the Upjohn Library Commons and, most recently, the Hicks Student Center. The campus in its current state 
is something that we, as alumni, should be proud of. During Homecoming weekend, there will be a number 
of guided tours of these new facilities led by current students.  
 
If you are looking for an excuse to come back and check out Kalamazoo College, this is definitely the year to 
do it! Please mark your calendar for Homecoming weekend --- October 24-26. Consider making 
Homecoming at "K" part of your fall plans. You will not be disappointed.
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The campus in its 
current state is 
something that we, as 
alumni, should be 
proud of.

 
 
Looking forward to seeing you on campus this fall. 
 
Chris Bussert '78, President 
Alumni Association Executive Board 
 
Find out more about Homecoming 2008 at the Homecoming Website  

 
To register for Homecoming 2008, visit the online registration form or call 269-337-7300 Monday-
Friday from 8:00 am-5:00 pm EDT.  
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THE PLAY'S THE THING  
Jeff Palmer '76  
 
Whether it's baseball or theatre, for Theatre Department Director Ed Menta... 
...the play's the thing / wherein we catch ... 
 
If Ed Menta had been able to hit a curve ball, someone else would be teaching in the Kalamazoo College 
Theatre Arts effort today.  
 
And even though he still dreams of knocking one out of Yankee Stadium, Menta wouldn't have it any other 
way. Especially when he looks at the All-Star lineup the Festival Playhouse team taking the field for the 2008-
2009 season ("From International to Interplanetary: Memories, Places, and Learning"). 
-Death and the King's Horseman, written by Nobel Laureate Wole Soyinka who (if all goes as planned) will 
be in the audience this November; 
-"Learning: The Third Student Playwriting Festival," featuring staged readings and performances of original 
plays by "K" students; 
-Return to the Forbidden Planet, "Shakespeare's Forgotten Rock 'n' Roll Masterpiece" and winner of an 
Olivier Award for Best Musical; and  
-"The Senior Performance Series in the Dungeon Theatre," featuring the work of the department's "best and 
brightest" in the following student-directed plays: in the fall, The Gloaming, Oh My Darling (written by Megan 
Terry and directed by Mouse Courtois); in the winter, Sister Mary Ignatius Explains it All for You (written by 
Christopher Durang and directed by Sarah Ludwinski) and The Duck Variations (written by David Mamet and 
directed by Terry Cangelosi); and in the spring, Aria da Capo (Edna St. Vincent Millay and directed by Cait 
Sherman).
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"Theatre art is an 
essential part of the 
liberal arts experience"

 
 
"Theatre art is an essential part of the liberal arts experience," said Menta, 
Professor and Director of Theatre Arts, "and the theatre art tradition at Kalamazoo 
College is alive and well." 

 
BeLight caught up with Menta recently and put him through a Q&A session, ala "Inside the Actor's Studio." 
 
Q: What is the "Theatre Arts tradition" at Kalamazoo? 
A: Theatre that's provocative, thoughtful, and integrates the various components of the liberal arts, so that 
students in the play and students watching the play find out more about history, politics, economics, other 
disciplines-and themselves-through the experience of the play.  
 
I'm sure we succeed in this with some productions more than others. Nevertheless, it's a guiding principle in 
the program. And it all springs from [Professor Emerita] Nelda Balch. That spirit of doing a new play, or an 
established play in a new way, or a classical play that people need to see even if it's not light entertainment. 
Nelda had the theatre figured out at the liberal arts and at Kalamazoo. That's what we try to do. 
 
Many people have carried on that tradition, that mission: Brant Pope, Lowry Marshall, Larry Jaquith, Mike 
McPherson, Claire Myers and others. I certainly would say that of my current colleagues Karen Berthel, 
Lanny Potts and Jon Reeves. 
 
Q: The tradition endures, but what's changed over the years? 
A: In the 1950s and 60s, Nelda and her actors performed in a makeshift third-floor theatre in Bowen Hall, 
which was long ago torn down. [Retired Professor of English] Conrad Hilberry wrote about a play in that 
space in the early 1960s. He said "The chairs and floorboards creaked, but not the play."  
 
Now we have the Nelda K. Balch Playhouse, the first thrust stage in the state and modeled after the Guthrie 
Theatre in Minneapolis. We also have the Dungeon Theatre, our black-box experimental arena. Both have 
good lighting and sound systems.  
 
I can confidently say that nothing is creaky about our operation except perhaps me.  
 
Q: Why is theatre important to the liberal arts experience? 
A: Just as with English, history, other disciplines, even the sciences, there is a lot of cross-pollination that 
goes on. Students pull in and transfer learning from one discipline to another. They certainly take what they 
learn from the theatre into those classes.  
 
The next question people usually ask is "Sure, but will it help anyone get a job?" I believe we can teach 
students as well or better than other academic disciplines about how to work together, collaborate, and get 
along in a pressure cooker environment; how to get the project ready by a certain date; how to be disciplined 
and punctual; how to sacrifice your time and energy for the job at hand. In short, how to be a "team player" 
in the best sense of the term. These are skills you need in any field.  
 
We are not a conservatory school where we train people to a professional level. But I'd love to show people 
the long list of alumni who are earning good livings in theatre, film, television and allied fields. That doesn't 
even count the number of alumni who are active in theatre arts simply because they love it. 
 
Q: How many students participate in the College's Theatre Arts program each year?  
A: We average six to eight majors and up to eight minors each year. Many others take our classes and 
seminars. I teach a first-year seminar called "Visions of America on Stage," in which we study issues of race, 
gender and social class by reading plays. A lot of non-majors take it and I believe it helps them not only 
make a good transition to college life. It opens their eyes to the possibilities of theatre as an academic and 
extracurricular option.  
 
We also have scores of students who volunteer for our productions each year as actors, stage managers, 
lighting and wardrobe crews, scene shop workers and more.  
 
Q: Is it a big time commitment for students? 
A: They put in substantial amounts of hours. Whether or not I'm directing a play, I always go to the first 
rehearsal to tell them about their responsibility to keep up their grades, to put in the hours on the play and 
the hours on their classroom work. Neither can be allowed to suffer. 
 
I also deliver a pep talk telling them that theatre people are among the smartest, most organized and 
capable people I know. They are creative, disciplined and insightful. It's a message my colleagues and I 
deliver consistently throughout the year. We're proud of it. It helps that we also believe it. 
 
Q: Do they listen to you? 
A: The respect our students have for the art form and for their academics never fails to impress me. But just 
to be sure, we track their grades.  
 
Over the past five years, we've found that students who participate in the theatre program have higher GPAs 
than the student body overall. It's true for freshman, sophomores, juniors, seniors. In 2006-07, 33 students 
who participated in plays had GPAs of 4.0. We are really proud of that.  
 
As long as I'm on my soapbox, I'll also say that students who participate in theatre excel in many other ways. 
A student who runs a light board also has an incredible study abroad experience. A costume shop worker 
also has in an amazing SIP. An actor who plays a leading role also writes a fantastic research paper.  
 
Every great experience that students have informs every other great experience they have. 
 
Q: Can you sum up the academic program? 
A: Our academic program encourages students to understand the breadth of dramatic literature from the 
classical to the most contemporary. We closely link experiential components with classroom studies and 
offer involvement with the Festival Playhouse Company, which is the production arm of our program. We 
also encourage drama study in England, student projects in the experimental Dungeon Theatre, placement 
with regional and professional theatres, and the opportunity to participate in the New York Arts Program.  
 
Q: What makes a good play-going experience? 
A: Whether it's a play, film or television, you have to want to know what's going to happen next. As soon as 
you don't care about that, you're lost. You have to be entertained in a way that is fun, that stirs up your 
emotions and intellect, maybe even makes you uncomfortable.  
 
Q: When you see a play off campus, can you enjoy it without fixating on the lights, sound, set, 
direction? 
A: We talk about this in classes. I don't believe that knowing more about something somehow spoils the 
experience for you. If those things are a distraction to you, then perhaps they weren't used well. Again, you 
must be engaged in the characters and the story. Hopefully you get caught up in those, and then later say 
"Wow, they really used the staging or lighting or whatever, to make that moment work." 
 
Q: When you are not writing about theatre, you often write about baseball. Why? 
A: When you grow up not being very good at playing the game you love, you fill your head with its stories 
and characters to make up for it. I grew up in New Haven, Conn., midway between New York City and 
Boston. When I wasn't playing baseball, I followed it through the Yankees vs. the Red Sox.  
 
I lived in Boston for a while in the 70s and would go to Fenway Park wearing my Yankees hat. The kidding 
was not good-natured. Even today, when I travel to New York during the baseball season, I make it a point 
to see a Yankees game before a Broadway play. 
 
I recently finished writing what I call "my family play." Labor Day is part of a trilogy and a five-year labor of 
love. Now that it's behind me, I want to research and write about early ballplayers being on the stage. Ty 
Cobb, Babe Ruth and others used to travel the vaudeville circuit along with playing baseball. It was their 
equivalent of being on the media scene. It's a scholarly pursuit that might have some artistic value. 
 
Q: What is K-TAN? 
A: Kalamazoo Theatre Alumni Network. We have a tight network of alumni who help out students and each 
other. Lisa Kron helped out a senior this year on her SIP, for example. Others provide internships and all 
kinds of assistance to students and each other. We're not the only department doing this, of course. It's 
definitely one advantage of a small school, and it's what we're supposed to do! 
 
Be sure to mention that we send out a K-TAN newsletter each summer. People send me tidbits about their 
careers all throughout the year. I compile them into a newsletter. Anybody can get on my mail list.  
 
Q: If Heaven exists, what would you like to hear God say when you arrive at the Pearly Gates? 
A: The Yankees host the Red Sox in a doubleheader at noon. Your play starts at 8:00.  
 
The Ed Menta File 
Ed Menta earned his B.A. degree in theatre from Southern Connecticut State University, his M.F.A. in 
directing from the University of Connecticut, and Ph.D. in Theatre from Michigan State University.  
 
He has directed over 50 productions in educational, professional, and community theatre. His world 
premiere production of Bryan Zocher's Joe Hill, about the famed labor leader and song writer, was one of 
only six productions from the Midwest to be invited to the 1997 American College Theatre Festival.  
 
His professional work has included serving as dramaturge/director in the New Playfest Series at the 
BoarsHead Theatre in Lansing, Mich.  
 
Menta's articles and reviews have been published in Theatre Journal, Theatre Studies and The Baseball 
Research Journal (see his 2005 piece, "World Series What Might've Beens."). His book, "The Magic World 
Behind the Curtain: Andrei Serban in the American Theatre," was selected as an Outstanding Academic 
Book by Choice magazine.  
 
His Kalamazoo career began in 1986. In 2007, after 10 years as Chair of Theatre Arts Department, Ed 
became Director of Theatre. Professor Karen Berthel assumed the Chair and now handles academic duties 
such as class schedules, registration and admissions issues. As Director, Menta oversees production 
budgets and guest artist. And, of course, he teaches numerous courses. 
 
Ed Menta loves baseball and plays a decent blues guitar.  
 
Getting Well, Seeking Death, Expecting Angels 
Ever wonder how a play is chosen to be performed as part of the College's annual Festival Playhouse 
season? According to Theatre Arts Director Ed Menta, a play selection committee composed of students-
with him as chair-meets throughout the academic year to research, discuss and ultimately recommend a 
shortlist of plays for the following year. The combined theatre Department faculty selects the final playbill.  
 
The system works to perfection. 
 
Last year's 44th Festival Playhouse season- "Just as Well: Seeking Wellness through the Ties That Bind 
Us," included some of the greatest plays ever written, all combining themes of wellness and social justice.  
 
Fall 2007 produced an all female version of Shakespeare's Hamlet; Eric Bogosian's contemporary American 
drama, Suburbia; the 50-year anniversary staging of Waiting for Godot, complete with a reading by three of 
the original 1958 cast members; and New Orleans performance artist José Torres Tama's staging his one-
man story of abandonment and survival, Cone of Uncertainty: New Orleans after Katrina.  
 
The centerpiece of the winter 2008 playbill was Well, the Tony-nominated play by Broadway playwright, 
actress, and Kalamazoo College alumna, Lisa Kron '83 Staged in collaboration with the Whole Art Theatre of 
Kalamazoo, Well featured guest artist, professional actress Sharon Williams. Kalamazoo is the first college 
or university campus to stage Well. Lisa Kron came to Kalamazoo for the performance and to speak to 
students at Kalamazoo and Western Michigan University. It was also the first production from an American 
university invited to perform at the Muestra Internacional de Teatro Universitario 2008 (International 
University Theatre Festival) in Cáceres, Spain. 
 
Angels in America, Part One: Millennium Approaches, playwright Tony Kushner's landmark drama of the 
AIDS crisis, played during the spring 2008 term and received standing ovations every single night. The 
Pulitzer prize and Tony Award winning play WAS directed by guest artist Rebecca Patterson, co-founder 
(along with Karen Berthel) and artistic director of The Queen's Company in New York City. A benefit 
performance raised more than $900 for kalamazoo pride 2008.  
 
The 45th Festival Playhouse season will kick off in fall 2008 with Nobel Laureate Wole Soyinka's Death and 
King's Horseman. Menta has been working with Soyinka, actor Von Washington, Nigerian director Femi 
Euba, and Nigerian choreographer Omofolabo Ajayi-Dokina for nearly two years to prepare for the 
November performances. Soyinka was on campus in 2006 and it's hoped he'll return for this play.  
 
Reach Ed Menta at menta@kzoo.edu. Learn more about Theatre Arts at Kalamazoo College-and buy a 

ticket to a College production-at www.kzoo.edu/theatre. 
 
Caption: 
Ed Menta counsels a student in the "Directing" class. The College's Theatre Arts program averages six to 
eight majors and about the same number of minor each year.  
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KAIZEN AND KALAMAZOO  
Jim Van Sweden '73  
 
All alumni should be mindful of the College's performance on the Collegiate Learning Assessment (CLA). 
Many experts consider that assessment instrument to be the best direct measure of students' development 
of critical thinking, reasoning, problem solving, and writing-capacities one seeks from higher education. "K" 
students' CLA results show that the College's curriculum adds value well above expected to the 
development of these higher order skills. 
 
But what curricular elements are especially effective in this development? Can they be augmented with 
curricular innovations? By looking at the variability of CLA performance among "K" students, a group of 
professors have sought to learn the curricular attributes that account for our overall outstanding CLA 
performance. 
 
Now the Teagle Foundation and the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation have awarded two unrelated grants that 

the College will use to continue to elucidate the factors that make its learning experience so effective and to 
create (and assess) curricular improvements that engage all students more fully with these factors. The 
Teagle Foundation has provided a four-year $150,000 grant. The Mellon Foundation grant provides 

$350,000 over three years. The curricular improvements will be incremental and continual-think "kaizen" - 

and guided by what the College has learned about its remarkable CLA performance.
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Some time ago a group of researchers (Paul Sotherland, Biology; Robert 
Grossman, Psychology; Kiran Cunningham, Sociology and Anthropology; and 
Anne Dueweke, Institutional Research) began to examine the features of the "K" 
curriculum most germane to CLA performance. The examination was guided by 
two questions, wrote the quartet in "Multiple Drafts of a College's Narrative:" What 

attributes of a Kalamazoo College education might account for the overall performance? What variations in 
students' educational pathways might account for differences in their CLA performance? Their preliminary 
conclusions suggest the importance of several factors: the academic division in which one majors; level of 
academic challenge; foreign language proficiency; interdisciplinary exploration, and experiences of high-
intensity dissonance as well as the opportunity to formally reflect upon, process, and share such 
experiences.  
 
With these two grants, faculty will make (and assess) curricular improvements that enhance these factors 
and thus the development of critical and analytical thinking and problem solving skills. The improvements will 
likely include such options as an interdisciplinary minor, a global studies minor, bridge programs, 
pedagogical training opportunities for new faculty, and closer integration of coursework and the guilds 
program. In particular, faculty will apply these grants to develop globally focused core seminars. Such 
seminars will help students synthesize their explorations in and out of class, many of which-in particular 
study abroad and classes in disciplines other than the major-involve the high-intensity dissonance 
responsible for progress in critical reasoning and analytical thinking, problem solving and writing.  
 
So, alumni, take note. Your alma mater provides an experience distinctive and excellent in terms of its effect 
on the skills of mind higher education should develop. And it's the kind of place where professors always ask 
more questions-such as, what parts of our experience are most important to the development of those skills? 
Kaizen! Progress, incremental but continual. Should we feel proud of our College's CLA results?  
 
"Pride" is the right word for an education that, if it has worked, inspires the humility that derives from the 
awareness of all we don't know. Aleksandr Hemon, who received an honorary degree and delivered the 
address at the 2008 Commencement, sounded very much like a "K" grad when he said to the graduates, "I 
would like you to understand that the ideal outcome of any learning process is not a hefty bulk of useful 
information but amplified curiosity. I want to encourage you to think that what you have accrued here at 
Kalamazoo College is not information nor knowledge, but a thirst for knowledge; a willingness, hopefully 
uncompromising, to pursue it forever and, perhaps, beyond; an eagerness to ask questions for which there 
may not be answers. All the books you have read here in the past few years are part of that great human 
pursuit. They belong to you and to all of us. They contain what we know, because they know what we don't 
know." 
 
An amplified curiosity is great. Even better when it's in tandem with the ability to think critically. Kalamazoo 
College provides both. It stands for authentic liberal arts and thoughtful leadership on the combination of 
classroom and outside-the-classroom experience. So, after four years, its graduates can think critically, write 
well, solve problems, provide leadership, and act as citizens. Of course, we need to get better...ask more 
questions...seek more answers...and then use what we learn to improve on what we already do well. Kaizen! 
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GREEN MANSION  
Jim Van Sweden '73  
 
How green is our Hicks? Let me count the ways. 
 
By Homecoming, when the College dedicates it, the Weimer K. Hicks Student Center is expected to have 
received certification at the silver level in the "New Construction" category of Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED)--a thorough, painstaking, and ongoing measure of "greenness," expressed in 
credits. 
 
"It requires significant effort and investment in the design and construction phases to achieve enough credits 
for silver certification," says Paul Manstrom, Director of Facilities Management. A LEED-certified Hicks is just 
one example of the College's sundry sustainability efforts. 
 
How green is our Hicks? Let's count the credits. 
 
First, the building has optimal energy efficiency. "It's insulated to the hilt," says Manstrom. "All the windows 
were changed out with more energy efficient replacements. And the duct and air handling was designed to 
minimize energy use." 
 
Because the building is now disconnected from the College's central steam plant, the loss of steam heat 
piped beneath the Quad has been eliminated. And special technology allows the building's water to be 
heated on a strictly as-needed basis. 
 
According to Manstrom, Michigan's buildings energy code was set to a 1999 standard. LEED certification 
mandates compliance with a much stricter 2004 update of that code. "And this building's energy use will be 
17 percent more efficient than that second standard," says Manstrom.
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Forty percent of what little electrical energy the building does use will be "green" 
power. "For this portion of our energy needs we will pay a premium to subsidize 
our supplier's purchase of energy derived from wind power and other sources 
besides coal and oil," says Manstrom.  

 
Second is the building's water efficiency. "Thirty-eight percent more efficient than code requirements," says 
Manstrom, a result due primarily to water saving devices. 
"Faucets and toilets are motion activated, and the urinals are all waterless," he adds. 
 
Many green credits accrued from construction processes. More than 90 percent (by weight) of all the 
building's demolition and construction waste (which totaled more than 2,500 tons) was diverted from landfills! 
"In other words, we built in a way that recycled more than 2,200 tons of waste," says Manstrom. 
 
And much of the construction materials derives from recycled materials. The new roof, for example, may 
look like slate, but it's actually made from recycled tires. The flooring material in the entryway--Arcus Atrium--
consists of recycled glass, as beautiful as it is "green."  
 
LEED credits also were awarded for the use of materials--paint, carpet glue, and more--that emit low 
quantities of volatile organic compounds. The building's greenness is reflected in its use of rapidly renewable 
resources. Cork flooring, for example, comes from tree bark that regenerates within 10 years--a LEED credit. 
The vinyl-like floor in the Health Center is actually a wood-based product, and its source also regenerates 
within 10 years.  
 
Lyptus wood is the source for the building's trim, wall panels, and columns, and its regenerative window is 
15 years, too long for LEED silver credit, but a short renewable time span nonetheless. 
 
The building is free of ozone-depleting hydrochloroflorocarbons (HCFCs) and CFCs. Drinking fountains are 
not refrigerated, which saves energy costs as well. According to Manstrom, all drinking fountains on campus 
will eventually make this conversion, an example of the green momentum that will radiate from the Hicks 
Center. 
 
Hicks also is smoke free, which keeps the air inside cleaner and reduces ventilation energy costs.  
 
The building is green in subtle ways as well. To encourage green transit, the parking lots provide prime 
space for alternative-fuel vehicles. Bicycle parking, changing rooms, showers, and two bus stops are close 
enough to the space to garner LEED credits. 
 
"Those factors we are fortunate to enjoy because of the building's location," says Manstrom. "We also 
earned credits because we re-used 75 percent of the building's exterior structure rather than tearing it down 
to start new." 
 
Because LEED credits the close proximity of an open space that is equal in size to the footprint of the new 
construction, the Quadrangle just outside the front door contributed to the greenness of the building. As does 
the Center's site in an urban area, a LEED requirement designed to reduce ex-urban sprawl. 
 
OK, OK, examples of the luck of location. But the real-time and comprehensive metering throughout the 
building is a definite "walk the talk." 
 
"We're able to monitor our air quality and test to ensure that our energy and water efficiencies are real and 
lasting," says Manstrom. 
 
And sufficient building space has been allocated for--what else?--recycling collection and storage. Manstrom 
is a monitor himself. He's undertaken the training and passed the certification test to become and an 
accredited LEED professional. Call him the "Green Lantern." Lux esto! He's another reason that the 
momentum generated by the reconstruction of Hicks Center will continue to shine across the entire campus. 
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A WEB OF BRIDGES  
Jim Van Sweden '73  
 
When Jim Heath '78 addresses the next Kalamazoo College Guilds Summit (Saturday, September 27; and 

you're all invited!) he will weave together history (his major at "K"), athletics (he coached here), education 
(he taught here, too), and business (he earned an MBA from Notre Dame and for some 20 years has 
directed marketing for Stryker Corporation's medical device division). The topic of his talk: teamwork. 
 
Wait a minute! Teamwork? There is no Teamwork Guild. There's Sustainability, Health, Business, and 

Justice & Peace. Teamwork, says Guilds director Joan Hawxhurst, is the theme of the fall summit because 

it's a gift vital to addressing 21st-century issues and a skill that all Guilds help develop. 
 
"This I believe," says Hawxhurst, "we are capable of building bridges across vast divides." Teamwork is one 
kind of bridge. 
 
The Guilds Initiative has entered its second year of a three-year grant from the McGregor Fund. And the first 
year was a dandy. Some 270 students, alumni, and friends are officially enrolled members of one or more of 
the Guilds. Even more exciting is the anticipation--of alumni in particular--for Year Two. 
 
"So many are eager and awaiting to discover and define their roles in this year's program," says Hawxhurst. 
"The energy is remarkable and comes from everyone's enthusiasm for the program's goals."
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"If ever Guilds could 
root and grow, it would 
be in an environment 
founded on the liberal 
arts."

 
 
Those are four: integration and innovation, professional preparation and 
networking--a warp and weft of a distinctively liberal arts fabric. 
 
Integration--"Guilds are gatherings, some real and some virtual, that integrate 
people across the planet with interesting ideas about a topic that engages them," 

says Hawxhurst. "The individuals learn from each other and gain strength as a 
community to address the issue they care about." 
 
Innovation--Guilds encourage the having of new ideas. Maybe, at first glance, they are startling ideas! But 
real change, according to economist Milton Friedman, requires ideas lying around that, though once deemed 
impossible, suddenly seem inevitable. 
 
Professional Preparation--Students often write to Hawxhurst about the professional development benefits 
they reap from their Guilds involvement. "They tell how what they learned or accomplished in the Guilds 
helped them land a job, nail an interview, or build skills vital for work or graduate school," says Hawxhurst. 
 
Networking--"The networks are incredible," she adds, "student to student, alumni to student, and alumni to 
alumni." One example: Jacob Corvidae '92 in Detroit, Sarna Salzman '96 in Traverse City, and Rob Connor 
'07 in Germany--all members of the Sustainability Guild, and all sharing ideas relative to their environmental 

educational work. In other words, more bridges--across generations and distances. 
 
Looking ahead five years, Hawxhurst has three goals for the Guilds. The first is to make them indigenous to 
the Kalamazoo College culture, connected to courses and disciplinary departments, organizations, and 
programs like the Center for Career Development and the Center for International Programs. 
 
"If ever Guilds could root and grow, it would be in an environment founded on the liberal arts," says 
Hawxhurst. "Every day Kalamazoo College asks students to look at a question from different perspectives. 
Every year we ask them to immerse themselves in fields other than their majors. And every four years we 
invite them to spend a considerable time living and learning in a country or culture other than their own. We 
do this because we know it's vital for growth and development. 
 
"In a similar way the Guilds Initiative is founded on the idea of bringing people together around issues that 
cut across disciplines, generations, cultures and countries so that a chemist on the west coast, a history 
major working as a policy analyst in Washington, a fine arts student on campus, and an English major alum 
who writes for a popular science magazine wrestle together with questions related to something important to 
them. It's so liberal arts-ish! So 'K'! And the 21st century demands Guilds-like attention to the matters that 
matter." 
 
Five-year goal number two is the program's own sustainability. The clock ticks on the McGregor grant. "In 
five years I envision the program fully funded with thousands of members. We must work together to make 
that happen." 
 
Goal three--now and always--is adding value to the Kalamazoo College liberal arts learning experience. 
"Guilds are a great meeting place of outstanding ideas, even (or especially) when "outstanding" isn't evident 
because the idea's before its time," says Hawxhurst. Some ideas bear immediate fruit--white papers, action 
networks, organizational and leadership skills, and opportunities to learn how to act on the job or in 
important meetings. And the impossible ideas bide their time, ready to serve when a crisis (or human 
understanding) sharpens. 
 
Ultimately, the bridge image fails to fully capture the promise of the Guilds. "There's a Harry Potter scene 
where staircases crisscross an enormous room in the castle, but they continually move and shift," says 
Hawxhurst. "It's an apt metaphor for both the challenges of the 21st century and the Guilds Initiative, which 
is meant to address them. 
 
"Guilds are bridges, and they're alive and moving. Like a web of bridges they stretch to multiple places at 
once: between departments on campus, between students, between alumni, between a fine liberal arts 
undergraduate education and the life that follows." 
 
And, there's an exciting new bridge: from Guild to Guild. According to Hawxhurst, some of the most 
important and fascinating questions arise from the intersection of Guilds, from the overlap, for example, of 
business and sustainability, of health and justice.  
 
"Right now members of at least two Guilds are grappling with the question: What does environmental justice 
mean?" says Hawxhurst.  
 
With so many nuances and possibilities, the Guilds Initiative is the next great innovation in liberal arts 
learning, and Kalamazoo College, not surprisingly (as it did with international education) has taken the lead. 
Guilds gather people with ideas about the matters that matter to individuals and to humankind: meaningful 
work and graduate education; preserving the planet while providing new jobs; honing interviewing and 
networking skills; and working for justice and peace for all.  
 
Kalamazoo College's mission is to prepare students to understand, to live well, and to lead. Those are the 
mission statement's verbs. 
 
A life well-lived is a liberal arts life--one fluent in multiple disciplines and "Guilded" in Kalamazoo College's 
new sense of that word. Such fluency is demanded by the 21st century if one, and all, are to live well. 
 

Back to Front Page 

●     Update your info
●     Send a classnote

●     Give a gift
●     Tell us what you think

http://guilds.kzoo.edu/
http://guilds.kzoo.edu/course/view.php?id=5
http://guilds.kzoo.edu/course/view.php?id=3
http://guilds.kzoo.edu/course/view.php?id=2
http://guilds.kzoo.edu/course/view.php?id=4
http://guilds.kzoo.edu/course/view.php?id=5
http://www.kzoo.edu/belight/?id=25
http://www.kzoo.edu/
http://www.kzoo.edu/beLight/?id=25
https://www.alumniconnections.com/olc/membersonly/KZO/old/old.cgi
http://www.kzoo.edu/belight/classnotes/form.php
https://www.kzoo.edu/develop/KCFgiving.html
mailto:jvsweden@kzoo.edu


POSSE RIDES TO KALAMAZOO  
Jeff Palmer '76  
 
In keeping with its goal to create a diverse campus community, Kalamazoo College has announced that 50 
students from Los Angeles public schools will enroll in the College through a partnership with the Posse 
Foundation.  
 
These "Posse Scholars" are public high school students with extraordinary academic and leadership 
potential, but come from groups that are underrepresented in American higher education and are often 
overlooked by traditional college selection processes.  
 
Kalamazoo will enroll 10 Posse Scholars in five consecutive academic classes, from the class of 2013's 
matriculation in 2009 to class of 2017's graduation. 
 
All Posse Scholars enrolling in Kalamazoo College will come from Los Angeles Unified School District 
(LAUSD), the public school system that serves the city of Los Angeles and many other cities and 
unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County. During the last school year, more than 72 percent of the 
700,000 students in LAUSD were Hispanic, 11.2 percent black, and 3.7 percent Asian.  
 
"This is exciting news for the entire Kalamazoo College community," said President Eileen B. Wilson-
Oyelaran. "A key goal of our strategic plan is to attract and retain more students from diverse geographic, 
ethnic, and socio-economic backgrounds. The Posse program jumpstarts that process and makes a great 
undergraduate experience more accessible for these students." 
 
The inclusion of 50 Posse Scholars into the Kalamazoo community is expected to increase matriculation of 
students of diverse backgrounds who are not involved in the program, she added. That trend has been 
evident at other colleges involved in the program. 
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Founded in 1989, the Posse Foundation partners with more than 30 colleges in 

which more than 1,000 Posse Scholars are enrolled. Headquartered in New York 
City, Posse administers programs in public schools systems of Atlanta, Boston, 
Chicago, Los Angeles, New York City, and Washington, D.C. 

 
Kalamazoo College is the first Posse Foundation partner college in Michigan.  
 
"We are very pleased to partner with Kalamazoo College," said Posse Foundation president and founder 
Deborah Bial. "Its innovative 'K-Plan' and pioneering study abroad program are proven models of excellence 
that will serve our Posse Scholars well." 
 
According to Bial, the name "Posse" underscores the importance to the collegiate success of these highly 
qualified students of experiencing college in a group, or posse. The college graduation rate of Posse 
Scholars is 90 percent. 
 
Kalamazoo joins Dickinson College, Grinnell College, Tulane University, and University of Wisconsin-
Madison in the LA Posse program.  
 
With the assistance of LAUSD teachers and officials, LA Posse Program staff will screen hundreds of 
students beginning this fall during an intensive interview process and provide Kalamazoo with a finalist pool 
of 20-25 candidates. In January 2009, Kalamazoo will select ten students to form a Posse which will 
participate in an eight-month series of pre-collegiate workshops designed to help students prepare for 
matriculation. 
 
The Posse/Kalamazoo collaboration is made possible by a grant from the Arcus Foundation, which was 
founded by Jon Stryker '82, Kalamazoo College trustee and alumnus. The total amount of the grant to the 
College will exceed $5 million over the nine-year period of the program and provides full scholarships for 
each Posse Scholar, as well as on-campus academic support. 
 
"I benefited from a Kalamazoo College experience and am eager to see underrepresented students have the 
same opportunity," said Stryker. "The Posse program will help the campus more closely reflect our country's 
diversity, will foster an environment of educational equity, and will promote social justice." 
 
Headquartered in Kalamazoo, the Arcus Foundation mission is to achieve social justice that is inclusive of 

sexual orientation, gender identity and race, and to ensure conservation and respect of the great apes. 
Since it was established in 2000, the Arcus Foundation has awarded more than $116 million in grants. 
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ENDOWMENT POWER SERVES AN ACE  
Steve Wideen  
 
Kalamazoo College coaches teach and mentor "K" student athletes, a group that includes 25 percent of the 
entire student population. Ideally, each coach would be a full-time employee, a significant factor not only on 
the coach-athlete relationship, but also on a team's success. Unfortunately, budget constraints have limited 
full-time coaches to seven of the16 teams the College fields.  
 
Slowly, that situation is beginning to change because of the philanthropy of graduates and friends. Today, 
eight teams have full-time coaches, in part because of a generous donation. 
 
The Tish Loveless Women's Athletics Endowment was established during the spring of 2008, and though it 

is not yet fully funded, it has helped make possible a full-time position for a women's tennis coach. The 
interest earned from the endowment helps fund the new position and releases operating dollars for other 
College expenses. As a result, Sarah Johnston, the team's part-time coach in 2007, becomes full-time this 
month. In addition to her coaching duties, she will teach physical education classes for all students and take 
on administrative duties.  
 
"The Tish Loveless Endowment provides wonderful opportunities for current and future women athletes at 
Kalamazoo College," Johnston said. "It will help me provide continuity for a tennis program that has had four 
different coaches in the last four years. Accessibility to the team and the ability to recruit prospective 
students all year are significantly improved with full-time coaching positions."
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"The Loveless 
Endowment is an 
investment in excellent 
educational 
experiences."

 
 
Student athletes wholeheartedly agree! 
 
"In the past it has been much more difficult in the off-season for the team to stay 
in touch with the coach and to benefit from that mentoring relationship," said 
senior Lindsay Zuhlke, a member of the tennis team. "During the season, most of 

the part-time coaches have other jobs that make a close connection more difficult. 
Also, we have had trouble retaining coaches because a low-paying, part-time job isn't very appealing. 
 
"Having Coach Johnston around full time will be incredibly helpful for our team," Zuhlke added. "It allows her 
to spend more time meeting with recruits and make an even stronger connection with the students on 
campus." 
 
The addition of a full-time coach for women's tennis is a positive step but there's much to be done. Coaching 
positions remain part-time for eight teams--more work for the power of endowment, which depends on the 
gifts of alumni and friends. 
 
"Students' experiences in intercollegiate athletics should mirror their experiences in academics, study 
abroad, and service learning," said Kristen Smith, director of athletics. "The dynamic interaction, free flow of 
ideas, and mentoring that mark students' interactions with faculty should also characterize the relationship 
between a coach and student athlete. After all, athletics is an extension of the classroom. In that sense, the 
Loveless Endowment is an investment in excellent educational experiences. Those experiences will be 
maximized with the presence of more full-time coaches on staff." 
 
Persons interested in making a gift to the Tish Loveless Women's Athletics Endowment can click here.  
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PARDON OUR VIRTUAL DUST  
Jim Van Sweden '73  
 
For a Luddite like me, the word "foundation" connotes the concrete walls of the basement of my house. And 
if that foundation became cracked and outdated, I'd need to undertake its renovation or replacement so that 
my house could continue to stand. That sounds like a major project, so I'd better prepare for some 
inconvenience and dust. And though it's doubtful that a piece of my kitchen chandelier will fall during the 
process, I'll be ready just the same. 
 
It turns out (most non-Luddites already know) there is an informational "foundation" to an institution like 
Kalamazoo College. This virtual "foundation" is called its administrative database, and ours must change. 
The administrative database is an infrastructure most of us don't see, and Kalamazoo College's is getting a 
needed update and upgrade. As a result, the interactions between the College and all members of its 
community will improve. But in the transition--moving mountains of information from one database to a better 
one--there's bound to be some "virtual dust." Pardon us for it. This dust might express itself in information 
disruptions, or changes in personal mailing preferences, or other inconveniences as yet unforeseen. For 
example, perhaps you have been receiving your College mailings addressed to Dr. Jane Doe, a preference 
(over Ms. Jane Doe) you expressed long ago. If, as a result of the database change, your mailings revert to 
Ms. Jane Doe, we apologize, and ask that you inform us by contacting virtualdust@kzoo.edu. Feel free to do 

this for any "dust" you experience, and it's possible you will experience no dust.
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Our "virtual foundation" is outdated and needs to be replaced. But the new 
construction is more than a necessity, according to Greg Diment, Associate 
Provost for Information Services. "It's an opportunity for the College to look at all 

of its practices and for us to work more effectively as a campus," he added. "And, ultimately, that will mean a 
better learning experience for students." 
 
So, during this transition, pardon our virtual dust, and let us know about any glitches by contacting 
virtualdust@kzoo.edu. 
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September 2008
IN PRINT

Our Fellowship  
 
by Marlene Crandell Francis '58 Who better to write a history of Kalamazoo College than Marlene Crandell 
Francis--a third-generation alumna, trustee emerita (1980-98), American Baptist, retired college English teacher 
and administrator (albeit from another college), and someone who bleeds Hornet orange? Her 430-page work, A 
Fellowship in Learning: Kalamazoo College, 1833-2008, was five years in the research and writing and was 
published by the College just in time for June commencement and its 175th anniversary. Francis tells the story of 
the institution by highlighting the many forces that have shaped it: the Baptist heritage, the local community, and 
the goal of excellence. She also places the "K" story within the context of American higher education in general and 
Michigan in particular. Above all, she tells the story of Kalamazoo through the words and deeds of its students, 
faculty, and staff; not to mention about 200 photos and illustrations. "The result," says Francis in the book's 
preface, "will be that readers will...experience a sense of fellowship and community with these people, who are, 
after all, the makers of the College's history. A Fellowship in Learning can be ordered from the Kalamazoo College 

Bookstore for the historically low price of $18.33, shipping and handling included! 

Égalité!  
 

by Jeffrey Haus Historians have typically characterized 19th-century French Jewry as largely eager 
to assimilate, or, at the very least, passively accommodating to assimilation, with only the most 
traditional Jews rejecting the trappings of French culture. In Challenges of Equality: Judaism, State, 
and Education in Nineteenth-Century France, (Wayne State University Press, 2009), Jeffrey 
Haus demonstrates that even integrated French Jews sought to set limits on assimilation and struggled 
to preserve a sense of Jewish distinctiveness in France. Challenges of Equality explores the 
relationship between Judaism, state, and education in France from the establishment of the 
Jewish Consistory in 1808 until the separation of church and state in 1905. Utilizing a variety of 
sources--including school curricula, rabbinical ordination examinations, government documents 
and correspondence, state jurisprudential decisions, and the French Jewish press--Haus paints a picture 
of a resilient and persistent French Judaism that adapted and integrated, but nevertheless survived. 

Ready, AIM, Teach  
 
by Amanda Leigh Lichtenstein '98 and Cynthia Weiss Need a book that addresses contemporary issues in the arts education 
field? That offers first-person essays from teachers, artists, and community arts administrators on best practices in integrated 
arts learning, school/community partnerships and collaboration? That also offers a clear theory of practice for teachers and 
artists interested in changing the shape of learning? AIMprint: New Relationships in the Arts and Learning (Columbia 
College Chicago, 2008) tells the story of Project AIM, the arts integration mentorship project of the Center for Community 
Arts Partnerships at Columbia College Chicago. Through the voices of artists, teachers, principals, college faculty, 
program administrators, and public school students, AIMprint gives concrete examples of how to create a community of learners 
at every level of an arts partnership, access higher order thinking strategies that link arts and literacy learning, utilize 
engaging templates for the development of high-quality arts-integrated curriculum and instruction, and teach artists and public 
schools to improve the quality and texture of education in the lives of school children. 

Reading Teens  
 
by Heather Booth '00 Getting teens to read for fun is the ultimate challenge, yet research shows that it improves 
skills in grammar and spelling while expanding vocabularies. Reading advisors for teens now have a ready-to-use 
resource in Serving Teens Through Readers' Advisory (American Library Association, 2007), by Heather Booth 
'00. Accessible and encouraging for beginners and an informative refresher for those more experienced, this hands-
on guide addresses teens' unique needs with practical tools that help reading advisors. Here's what one 
enthusiastic librarian said about her book: "I often skim rather than read library science texts, but Heather writes to 
entertain as well as inform and persuade, so I read it all. I readily identified with her sample cases of offering books 
to reluctant readers, parents with vague ideas about class assignments, and teens who want more books like the 
ones that they already read." Booth is teen librarian at Thomas Ford Memorial Library in Western Springs, Ill., 15 
miles west of Chicago. 

Taking the Falls  
 

by Ginger Strand Americans consider Niagara Falls a natural wonder, but the Falls aren't very 
natural anymore. Water diverted, riverbed reshaped, landscape redesigned, stabilized and flanked 
with cheap thrills, the Falls are more a monument to man's meddling than to nature's strength. 
Seamlessly weaving together science, history, aesthetics, and personal narrative, Inventing 
Niagara: Beauty, Power, Lies (Simon & Schuster, 2008) by Ginger Strand '87 traces the path of 
America's best-loved natural wonder from sublime icon to engineering marvel to camp spectacle. Along 
the way, we discover a hidden history: the Mohawk chief who wrested the Falls from his adopted tribe, 
the revered town father who secretly assisted Niagara slave catchers, the wartime workers 
who unknowingly helped build the Bomb, and the missing pharaoh who spent a century incognito at 
the Falls. With an uncanny ability to zero in on the buried truth, Ginger Strand introduces us to 
underwater dams, freaks of nature, grave robbers, mythical maidens, and 280,000 radioactive mice. 

A history of more than just the Falls, Inventing Niagara traces the course of natural wonder in 
America, illuminating what the Falls have to tell us about our history, our environment, and ourselves. 

101 Relations  
 
by Douglas Brown...with inspiration and perspiration from Anne (Schwartz) Brown '89 Married couples have 
intercourse about 66 times a year, according to "American Sexual Behavior," a 2004 study by the University of 
Chicago's National Opinion Research Center. In 2006, Anne and Doug Brown tried to raise that national average 
all on their own. Just Do It: How One Couple Turned Off the TV and Turned On Their Sex Lives for 101 Days 
(No Excuses!) (Crown Publishing Group, 2008) chronicles their attempts to have sex for 101 consecutive days--no 
excuses (not even the flu, late-night child wanderings, or flat-out exhaustion). By turns hilarious, tender, and 
seductive, Just Do It follows their sexual romps in hotels (both cheap and classy), at an ashram, in a basement, 
atop boulders and unstable easy chairs, but most often in their own bedroom, which they dubbed the "sex den." 
But besides the awe in their ability to get it on day after day--and actually enjoy it--they were more surprised and 
touched by how much closer they became, and firming up a relationship that already seemed as good as it could 
get. Just Do It proves that even when it feels like there's never enough time or energy, trust Annie and Doug...
There is. 

Just Peachy  
 

by David Kyvig '66 Once a little understood tool of last resort, impeachment has become a 
political weapon of choice in recent decades, and one that is leading to an increasingly toxic culture 
in American politics. So says Northern Illinois University's prize-winning historian David Kyvig '66. His 
new book, The Age of Impeachment: American Constitutional Culture Since 1960 (University 
of Kansas Press), chronicles the rise of a culture of impeachment that extends well beyond the 
infamous scandals surrounding Presidents Nixon and Clinton. Kyvig, a Distinguished Research Professor 
at NIU, spent more than four years researching and writing the book, including a year in residence as 
a fellow of the prestigious Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars in Washington, D.C., 
and another year at the Library of Congress. The author also snagged some high profile interview 
subjects for the book. They included Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Bob Woodward; John Dean, 
former counsel to President Nixon and the star witness in the Watergate proceedings; U.S. Rep. 

Alcee Hastings, once a federal judge who was removed from office via impeachment; Sen. Daniel Inouye and former Rep. 
Lee Hamilton, the co-chairs of the committee to investigate the Iran-Contra scandal; and Illinois Congressman Ray LaHood, 
who presided over the House impeachment proceedings of Clinton. 

Rhythms of South India  
 
by David P. Nelson '72 In 1970, Kalamazoo College student David Nelson traveled to Madurai, India, to study 
the mrdangam, South Indian music's principal percussion instrument. In his first lesson under legendary court 
musician and teacher C.S. Sankarasivam, Nelson was introduced to one of the world's great drumming 
traditions that he has played and taught for years. And now, he has written about it in Solkattu Manual: An 
Introduction to the Rhythmic Language of South Indian Music (Wesleyan University Press, 2008). Nelson is 
a member of the music faculty of Wesleyan University. His manual provides a step-by-step introduction to 
Solkattu intended for college classroom use, but one that "anyone--novice, student, trained musician, 
ethnomusicologist--can work through," says one reviewer. The manual includes instructions for designing 
performable pieces, accompanied by graphic notations, as well as video demonstrations on two DVDs. 

Heart Track  
 

by Mary Ellen Geist Mary Ellen Geist '78 decided to leave her job as a CBS Radio anchor in New 
York City to return home to Michigan when her father's Alzheimer's got to be too much for her mother 
to shoulder alone. She chose to live her life by a different set of priorities: to be guided by her heart, 
not by outside accomplishment and recognition. Measure of the Heart: A Father's Alzheimer's, 
A Daughter's Return is the book that came out of the experience. Through her own story and 
through interviews with doctors and other women who've followed the "Daughter Track"--leaving a job 
to care for an aging parent--Geist offers emotional insights on how to encourage interaction with 
the loved one you're caring for; how to determine daily tasks that are achievable and rewarding; how 
the personality of the patient affects the care giving and the progression of the diseases; as well 
as invaluable advice about how caregivers can take care of themselves while accomplishing 
the Herculean task of constantly caring for others. Geist's years in journalism allow her to report on 
Baby Boomers' caretaking dilemmas with professional objectivity, and her warm voice 
brings compassion and insight to one of the most difficult situations a son or daughter may face 

during his or her life. 

Transformation  
 
by Ray Comeau '63 There Must Be Another Way: Reflections of a Mind Illuminated Through a Course in Miracles 
(Author House, 2008). This collection of twenty essays is based on Ray's deeply-felt, personal experiences of 
reading Helen Schucman's A Course In Miracles. The essays describe the transformation from the limited, 
conceptual, egoic self-identity to the limitless Self created by God, seeing with the vision of Christ. Throughout the 
book, the transformation is expressed in reference to poetry, paintings, passages from the New Testament, 
movies, essays on psychology, the classic comedians, relationships with family and friends, Lindbergh's historic 
flight, and more. Several of these essays started out as blogposts. To read current posts, please check here. 
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LIGHTEN UP

Great Barbeque  
 
Andy Mozina, Associate Professor of English, was born and raised in Milwaukee. You might not 
know that he majored in economics and was a law school student before a Paul-on-the-road-to-
Damascus moment prompted his peregrination into English literature. He's been at Kalamazoo 
College for nine years. This fall he will teach a first year seminar called "Co-authoring Your Life" and 
an advanced literary studies course called "Modernism and Sacrifice." The latter focuses on early 
20th-century writers, of whom Joseph Conrad is Andy's favorite. Every human being should put a toe 
(at least) into literature because "it processes and comments on life in a useful way--plus the 
aesthetic pleasure!" Andy's answers to some burning questions follow. 
 
What's the best song ever recorded? 
"Jimi Hendrix's version of Dylan's 'All Along the Watchtower.'" 
 
What's your favorite childhood fairy tale or story? 
"Lord of the Rings " 
 
If Heaven exists, what would you like to hear God say when you arrive at the pearly gates? 
"'Here's your barbeque sauce.' I imagine there's great barbeque up there." 
 
What's your favorite word? 
"Deodorize"  
 
What's your least favorite word? 
"Irrespective" 
 
What turns you on? 
"Half a grapefruit" 
 
What turns you off? 
"Asphalt" 
 
What sound do you love? 
"Wind in trees" 
 
What sound do you hate? 
"Metal getting filed or other grating machine noises" 
 
What profession other than yours would you like to attempt? 
"I would like to be a writer!" 
 
What profession would you not like to participate in? 
"I wouldn't want to be a surgeon." 
 
What's been a GREAT MOMENT in your liberal arts learning? 
"I learn incrementally, so I couldn't really single out a moment. If I had to, I'd say trying to teach here at Kalamazoo College. It 
requires trying to figure out so many things and you'll never really get it all, but I like that." 
 
Who's the person (living or dead) with whom you'd most like to spend a lunch hour? 
"Abraham Lincoln" 
 
What memory from childhood still surprises you? 
"It's not a light memory." 
 
What is your favorite curse word? 
"Are you really asking me this? 'Dabgummit!' It does a lot of heavy lifting." 
 
What is your favorite hobby? 
"Going to the beach, swimming. It would be reading if reading wasn't my job." 
 
What is your favorite comedy movie? 
"That's easy. 'This is Spinal Tap.'" 
 
What local, regional, national, or world event has affected you most? 
"Al Gore's loss to G.W. Bush" 
 
If a cow laughed, would milk come out of her nose? 
"No" 
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