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Following April's Founders Day Convocation, Commencement and Emeritus Club Weekend 
2008 will mark the second great event in Kalamazoo College's celebration of its 175th 
Anniversary. 

"...each human being has a unique contribution to make toward our understanding of life.... His 
physical and mental make up is unique, and his circumstances are unique. So he must be able 
to tell us something which would not be learned from any other source." -Rebecca West 

Last October, Kalamazoo seniors Arianna Schindle and Rachel Udow took the stage at an 
education conference in Denver. In the audience were several hundred college faculty and 
administrators. 

For David Easterbrook '69, current President of the Kalamazoo College Alumni Association and 
10-year member of the Alumni Association Executive Board, "coming home" to "K" is a regular 
occurrence. 

Matt Wise calls it tradition. Geneva Garcia says it's the legacy. Both know that Kalamazoo 
College Tennis is something special. The two economics majors both came to Kalamazoo to 
play tennis. For Wise, the choice came down to Kalamazoo and Albion. 

Which statement is accurate? - Kalamazoo College students are well prepared for careers in 
business. - Kalamazoo College students are poorly prepared for getting their first job. "Both," 
says Jeff Fink '79. 

Professor of Psychology Gary Gregg received the 2008 Florence J. Lucasse Fellowship for 
Excellence in Scholarship during a well-attended award ceremony on April 30. Interim Provost 
Jan Tobochnik called Gregg the "epitome of a teacher and scholar at Kalamazoo College." 
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MAY THE QUAD BE WITH YOU  
Madolene Stap  
 
Following April's Founders Day Convocation, Commencement and Emeritus Club Weekend 2008 will mark 
the second great event in Kalamazoo College's celebration of its 175th Anniversary. On Sunday, June 15, 
more than 260 seniors will process down our Fair Arcadian Hill in the time-honored tradition that is "K's" 
Commencement. Some 1,500 friends, family members, schoolmates, alumni, faculty and staff will join them 
on the sun-soaked (we hope!) quadrangle for an afternoon of reflection, celebration, and looking ahead to 
bright futures.  
 
Kicking off the weekend for seniors and their guests are the Senior Awards Program, Departmental 
Receptions, and Senior Music Recital on Saturday afternoon, followed by the evening's Baccalaureate 
Service at 8 pm in Stetson Chapel. Sunday's Commencement Ceremony (1 pm) will include speeches from 
a faculty member and a senior selected by his or her classmates. An honorary degree will be awarded to 
Aleksander Hemon, a MacArthur Fellow and author of Nowhere Man, four years ago the Summer Common 
Reading book for this year's graduating class. Dr. David Breneman, Kalamazoo College's 14th president 
(1983-1989), will receive an honorary degree.  
 
Emeritus Club alumni from the Class of 1958 and beyond will share this landmark weekend with the Class of 
2008, celebrating their 50th through 65th class reunions on campus Saturday evening. They will join fellow 
Emeritus Club member Dr. Marlene Crandell Francis '58 in the launch of her new book A Fellowship in 
Learning: Kalamazoo College, 1833-2008. 
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More than 260 seniors 
will process down our 
Fair Arcadian Hill.

 
 
Dr. Francis will host a book signing at the Emeritus Club Tea in Yehle Reading 
Room of the Upjohn Library Commons (4 pm) on Saturday afternoon, and 
Emeritus Club alumni who return for the weekend will receive a complimentary 

copy of her book. Following the Emeritus Club Brunch and Annual Meeting on Sunday morning, Emeritus 
Club alumni will enjoy reserved seating at the Commencement ceremony and will lead the graduating 
seniors in their recessional, welcoming a new generation of alumni into their ranks. 
 
For more information on these and other upcoming events, please visit the Alumni Relations Website. 
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HOME GROWS  
Jim Van Sweden '73  
 
"...each human being has a unique contribution to make toward our understanding of life.... His physical and 
mental make up is unique, and his circumstances are unique. So he must be able to tell us something which 
would not be learned from any other source." -Rebecca West 
 
Each member of the Class of 2008 carries a unique "backpack," if you will, of everything he or she did during 
the undergraduate years at Kalamazoo College. This combination (unlike any other person's) includes all 
that was read, written, thought, and discussed for classes and academic work; off-campus internship, study 
abroad, and service learning experiences; residential living; and extracurricular activities. To reduce 
something so complex and personal to two words--home grows--is both difficult and revealing. 
 
"When I left Dexter (Mich.) home was Dexter," says senior Rachel Udow. "Now home is deeper and broader. 
I keep a journal that describes what I learn from all the people I meet. Home is in myself, but there are many 
people living in me. They cook different foods, and sometimes the smells clash and disagree wonderfully." 
 
Her friend and fellow senior, Marlene Ramos, came to "K" from a home much further away, in miles and 
culture: Mercedes, Texas, just 10 minutes from the Mexico border. The two became close friends and 
shared many experiences. Both will earn bachelor's degrees in anthropology and sociology. Both studied 
abroad in Ecuador, and both ran on the women's cross-country team. They collaborated on their senior 
individualized project, making a documentary film, "Las Manos," based on interviews they conducted with 
Mexican-American single mothers living in the Rio Grande valley. They are completing an internship with 
Farmworker Legal Services (Bangor, Mich.). Their work--making educational programs that help migrant 
farm workers report and limit their exposure to pesticides--combines their interests in the environment and in 
human rights. Both women serve as spring quarter project coordinators in a course titled "Culture of Health 
and Disease in the Hispanic Community."
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...one need not travel 
far for interesting 
experiences.

 
 
Of course, their academic paths were never in lockstep. Marlene's introduction to 
documentary filmmaking (and the course's inspirational teacher, Dhera Strauss) 
preceded Rachel's. They planned their SIP in a hotel in the Galapagos Islands, 

and Rachel enrolled in the course upon her return from study abroad. Their shared values-particularly a 
keenly felt responsibility to express civic engagement with concrete action-were often inspired by different 
texts and classes. 
 
Rachel cites the book Habits of the Heart. "I learned that talking is not enough, and that one need not travel 
far for interesting experiences," she says. "Personal commitment manifests itself in action, sometimes simply 
showing up where you must, whatever the inconvenience, because you've discovered a sense of self worth 
in something beyond the self." 
 
Marlene's most influential books were Amish Grace--"a book about forgiveness," she says--and 
Encountering Development. The former she read for a course called "Introduction to Peacemaking." The 
latter, a study of the effects of development in Latin America, was a text for two classes: "Latin America in 
the Context of Globalization" and "Women in International Development." 
 
The way the two friends experienced life at "K" differed. Rachel never considered transferring to another 
school. Marlene thought about it on more than one occasion. "The culture shock and academic pressures 
were jolting," she explains. And perhaps a rite of passage for many. So why, then, do some students leave 
and others stay? 
 
"In my case," says Marlene, "I stayed because of the relationships I built." She and Rachel are very close to 
a group of seniors that have lived together often throughout their four years. The group includes Stephanie 
Willette, Arianna Schindle, and Caitlin Paul. In addition to these fellow students, Marlene grew particularly 
close to three professors: Espelencia Baptiste and Victor Torres-Valez (Anthropology and Sociology) and 
Dhera Strauss (Art). In a sense, Marlene overcame the impulse to return home by expanding her sense of 
home. (She recently "grew" her family in a more literal sense when she married Javier Plua Chavez, an 
Ecuadorian student she met during study abroad who is currently working on his visa in order to join his wife 
in the U.S.) 
 
A person's home grows at Kalamazoo College in part because its size is more conducive for such 
expansion. However, Marlene says, it's more complex than that. "Sometimes the small size seems intrusive, 
as if everyone knows you and your business. 
 
"The relationships with my friends and teachers are the most important value I'll take from Kalamazoo 
College," she adds. "Yes, the size of the place provides an intimacy important for building friendships. But 
equally important is the combination of academics on campus with experiences off campus and the 
opportunity to reflect upon and connect those elements. Those opportunities often occur in conversations 
with friends and teachers." 
 
Although their post-undergraduate plans diverge, their friendship will endure. Marlene hopes to stay in 
Kalamazoo and find a job working with the Latino community. Rachel wants to "find a mentor, a person 
committed to peacemaking and social justice." She's not sure where, geographically, that search will take 
her. And that may not really matter. In four years their home grew to include Ecuador, the Rio Grande valley, 
Kalamazoo College and many people who live in those places. Those people live in Rachel and Marlene. 
Home goes--and grows--with them. 
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AT HOME IN THE WORLD, IN FRONT OF AN AUDIENCE  
Jeff Palmer '76  
 
Last October, Kalamazoo seniors Arianna Schindle and Rachel Udow took the stage at an education 
conference in Denver. In the audience were several hundred college faculty and administrators.  
 
Each described her journey at "K," beginning with "Commitments," a first-year service-learning seminar that 
focused on commitment to place and to projects related to supporting local food systems.  
 
Arianna then talked about her experience in "Building Blocks," the College's award-winning program for 
students developed to regenerate social capital in Kalamazoo's low income neighborhoods.  
 
Rachel told about working in the College's AMIGOS bilingual mentoring program that pairs middle school 
students with "K" students to work on the younger students' homework, practice their English, and go on 
field trips. 
 
Arianna explained how, as a sophomore, she helped create and lead a new co-curricular service-learning 
program for "K" students who mentor teens at the Kalamazoo County Juvenile Home.  
 
Rachel discussed her experience as a sophomore in the Qualitative Methods course in which she conducted 
and analyzed student interviews intended to complement the comprehensive Collegiate Learning 
Assessment, a test that evaluates how well Kalamazoo students learn to think, reason, solve problems, and 
write, and to what extent improvements or added value in these critical skills result from their particular 
undergraduate learning experience. 
 
Both related tales from challenging internships and externships. In addition to working at Seafarers' House in 
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., where mariners receive emergency help and connect with family members across the 
globe, Rachel worked on a campaign to help migrant workers in Southwest Michigan understand and report 
their pesticide exposure. 
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Now I really see what 
you do at "K."

 
 
Arianna facilitated camp programs for youth from international conflict regions, 
worked in a congressional office in Washington, D.C., and served at a community-

based organization that provides health care, housing, vocational training, and education to women and 
children fleeing from Burma to Thailand.  
 
Both spoke passionately about their deeply immersive study abroad experiences-Rachel in Ecuador, 
Arianna in Thailand. 
 
And both described the capstones of their undergraduate careers: their Senior Independent Projects or 
SIPs. Arianna's is based on her work on the Thai-Burma border examining transnational activism. Rachel 
produced a film about Latina single moms living on the Texas-Mexico border. Each talked about how she 
partnered with another student to complete her SIP. 
 
"Kalamazoo provided me with pathways to learning, but not a map," explained Rachel. 
 
"The College gave me scaffolding that allowed me to 'succeed at failing,'" said Arianna. 
 
"Kalamazoo demands that we acquire critical thinking skills and then gives us the tools to do so," she added. 
 
"We've always been encouraged to be the co-creators of our curriculum," explained Rachel.  
 
Finally, the two elaborated on the need to find "home" within oneself as a precondition for being "at home in 
the world;" how important the wider world is in finding one's self; and how important it then becomes to 
change the world and oneself.  
 
By all accounts, Rachel and Arianna were relaxed, articulate, incisive, and collaborated artfully during their 
30-minute presentation.  
 
When they finished, the packed room erupted with applause and cheers.  
 
During the Q&A session that followed, the first questioner, a silver-haired luminary, asked whether there is 
an upper age limit for enrolling at Kalamazoo College. Another asked them to join a consortium that's 
studying pathways to cognitive development.  
 
And another simply stated "Now I really see what you do at 'K.'"  
 
Rachel Udow is an anthropology and sociology major from Dexter, Mich., who also sings in two campus a 
cappella groups. She had an internship with the Mary Jane Underwood Stryker Institute for Service-
Learning. After graduation, she intends to seek work with a mentor in the area of peacemaking and social 
justice. 
 
Arianna Schindle is a psychology major from Macomb, Ill. She received a LaPlante Scholarship through the 
Underwood Stryker Institute, and with classmates Julianna Weaver and Stephanie Willette received a 2008 
Davis Projects for Peace Award. The $10,000 Davis award will allow the three to return to Thailand this 
summer where they will provide mosquito nets and malaria-prevention education to displaced people living 
along the Thai-Burma border. 
 
Both Rachel and Arianna acknowledge their "socially active and feisty group of fellow seniors-Marlene, 
Stephanie, and Caitlin-as well as the professors and administrators who have pushed and believed in us. 
They are the essential components to our success and the real meaning of 'home.'" 
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AWAY BECOMES A WAY  
Madolene Stap  
 
For David Easterbrook '69, current President of the Kalamazoo College Alumni Association and 10-year 
member of the Alumni Association Executive Board, "coming home" to "K" is a regular occurrence. His 
multiple trips to Kalamazoo each year for board meetings-not to mention frequent interaction with faculty, 
staff, and students and attendance at regional alumni events-mean that Kalamazoo College remains a fairly 
large part of his everyday life.  
 
Pretty surprising for someone whose many decisions as a student were guided by a deep desire to go 
somewhere, anywhere "away:" away from his native Upstate New York to a town called Kalamazoo; away 
from Kalamazoo to live and work in New York City, away again to study abroad in Nairobi; away, after 
graduation, to serve in Kenya with the Peace Corps, away to work in London as a Fulbright Scholar; and 
away, many times, to visit Africa.  
 
More than 40 years ago, when he was a high school student, David didn't know that his simple need-that 
feeling that he must go somewhere "away"-would spin out in such a surprising journey. He did know that he 
was attracted to Kalamazoo College because of the Kalamazoo Plan and its opportunities for off-campus 
work and study.  
 
In his first quarter as a history major he discovered a passion for Africa during the course "Western 
Civilization, which was taught by Professor John Peterson '54, an African history scholar and pioneer of the 
College's study abroad programs in Sierra Leone and Kenya. Peterson regaled his students with stories of 
his time spent in Africa as a graduate student, and he also invited his students to his home to enjoy African 
food and music. David was hooked.
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He spent his sophomore spring Career Service quarter in New York City working 
for the Episcopal Mission Society in lower Manhattan. That time, he says, was "full 
of important memories, of being 'really' on my own." His interest in Africa further 

developed in New York when he discovered a "store-front university" offering evening classes in African 
history. As the only white student in the class, David had the opportunity to learn about Africa from a new 
perspective and read the works of black scholars, such as W.E.B. Du Bois' The World and Africa.  
 
In the fall of 1967, he traveled to Nairobi, Kenya, for his study abroad. There, he says, "we experienced total 
immersion into a culture very different from everything I was used to.We experienced a period of freedom of 
expression and dialogue, of hope and excitement, that embraced Africa immediately following independence 
from colonial rule." After a visit to South Africa, where he witnessed the devastating injustice of Apartheid, he 
concluded his time abroad in Nairobi and returned to campus in 1968.  
 
David continued his studies under the guidance of the College's then-new African history professor, Bill 
Pruitt, who became both a friend and mentor. Following graduation in 1969, David joined the Peace Corps 
and returned to Kenya for two years of service.  
 
He remembers, "When I was a Peace Corps Volunteer, I wrote to Bill about a career choice for me. I had 
worked in the library all four years at 'K' and thought I would go to library school. I shared this idea with Bill 
as well as my plan to get a graduate degree in African history and then find a job as a librarian specializing 
in African studies. His said that if I wanted to do that, I should aim to become the head of the largest African 
studies library in existence, at Northwestern University."  
 
After he returned to the states, David completed graduate studies in African history (Syracuse University) 
and in library science (State University of New York at Albany), and he subsequently worked in a number of 
university libraries. He has been the George and Mary LeCron Foster Curator of the Melville J. Herskovits 
Library of African Studies at Northwestern University since 1991. He still has the letter from Bill Pruitt.  
 
Looking back, David says, "I often wonder what I would be doing if I had not been an undergraduate at 'K' 
and 'discovered' Africa. How would my life be different? My 'K' experiences shaped my life in an 
extraordinary way. I am forever grateful to my parents for supporting my decision to go to 'K' and fully 
participate in the 'K-Plan,' and I have come to appreciate more fully the lifelong impact of my four years 
there. For me it has been important to keep a connection and give something back to 'K' in the process."  
 
As soon as he was able, David began donating to the Kalamazoo College Fund, and he has not missed a 
year. Now a member of the 1833 Society and an active leader of the Alumni Association, David has helped 
organize local alumni events, represented Kalamazoo College at college presidential inaugurations, phoned 
prospective students and their parents, and given advice to current students interested in African studies.  
 
Though his term as President of the Alumni Association will come to a close in June, David will remain on 
the Alumni Association Executive Board for two more years, after which he hopes to stay active with alumni 
activities in the Chicago area. He also hopes to continue his frequent visits to campus, where he is reminded 
of the many ways in which going "away" have led him back to the place where "away" began.  
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TENNIS, EVERYONE?  
Jessica Maas '10  
 
Matt Wise calls it tradition. Geneva Garcia says it's the legacy. Both know that Kalamazoo College Tennis is 
something special.  
 
The two economics majors both came to Kalamazoo to play tennis. For Wise, the choice came down to 
Kalamazoo and Albion. A native of Kalamazoo, he knew a lot about the history of Hornet tennis before he 
even began looking at colleges. 
 
"You walk in there and you see all the banners and the championship trophies and you're just like 'Wow!'" 
Wise said. "People come here just because they're going to get to play Kalamazoo College tennis. You just 
know that you're getting into something special."  
 
Garcia, a native of Indiana, looked at multiple schools where she could play tennis. She finally settled on 
Kalamazoo, a place she calls "a tennis city." 
 
"The College has a huge legacy of pride in winning on our tennis teams," she said.  
 
It definitely is an enduring legacy. The men's team has won 69 consecutive MIAA championships (1936-
2007), the longest streak by any team at any level. They also have seven NCAA Division III national 
championships and 25 consecutive NCAA Division III championship appearances, the longest streak in 
Division III and third-longest of any division.  
 
On the women's side, Kalamazoo has won 40 of 66 MIAA tennis championships and shared the title in 2007. 
The College is also home to the annual United States Tennis Association (USTA) Boys' 18 & 16 National 
Championships in the summer and has been the site of several NCAA Division III National Championships. 
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"Everyone knows us," Wise said. "It sounds a little arrogant, but it's not meant to 
be." 
 
Garcia says that there are high expectations on the teams, and not only on the 

court.  
 
"It's not easy," she said of the balance between the academic and athletic realms. "You've got to put things 
into perspective and focus on what's important now." 
 
Wise agreed, and said that the coaches are great for that. Both teams have new coaches this year: Mark 
Riley '82 is the new men's coach, and Sarah Johnston is the new women's coach.  
 
Both Riley and Wise's previous coach, Timon Corwin '86, attended Kalamazoo College, a fact that Wise has 
found helpful. 
 
"The Kalamazoo background is really nice," he said. "They went here, they know how it is."  
 
Johnston is Garcia's third coach at Kalamazoo, and she really loves that Coach Johnston wants to stay and 
make it her program.  
 
"It's really nice to see some solidarity," she said. 
 
In June, both seniors will leave having completed successful careers at Kalamazoo College.  
 
"It's been a great experience for me," said Wise of his involvement in tennis. Garcia agrees. "It was very 
worth it," she said. "I feel like I want to stay in college for a long time now. Graduating is bittersweet."  
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BOOT CAMP KICKS STUDENTS INTO BUSINESS MODE  
Jeff Palmer '76  
 
Which statement is accurate? 
- Kalamazoo College students are well prepared for careers in business.  
- Kalamazoo College students are poorly prepared for getting their first job. 
"Both," says Jeff Fink '79. "For whatever reason, Kalamazoo does very well at preparing students to succeed 
on the job, but not to go through the tunnel to get that important first job.  
 
Tim Moffit, Kalamazoo professor of economics and business, agrees. "But," he adds, "things are changing 
for the better." 
 
In January, Fink, who spent 25 years on Wall Street as an investment banker before recently retiring, joined 
Moffit and others in an inaugural "Kalamazoo College Business Boot Camp." Spread over parts of two days, 
ten alumni "drill sergeants" helped students better understand the harsh realities of the business world they 
will soon face and helped them sharpen the skills they'll need to break into it. 
 
About 40 students attended an evening panel discussion by alumni who told their own tales of tribulation 
(sleeping on friends' couches while awaiting an all important first interview, and starting at minimum wage 
while waiting for a big break) and triumph (rising to top positions in prestigious companies, and selling their 
own companies for tens of millions of dollars). 
 
None of the panelists cited shortcuts as being among the pathways to success.  
 
"Start early, stay focused and be persistent," instructed Gary Lewis '00 who spent several years in a private 
equity firm and is now pursuing an M.B.A. at University of Chicago. 
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"Networking is the single most important thing you can do," said Mike Soenen '92, 
chairman, CEO, and president of FTD, Inc.  
 

"Absolutely," agreed Samir Gokhale '03, formerly with Deloitte and now pursuing 
an M.B.A. at Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern University. "I submitted a resume to Deloitte 
and heard nothing until I asked an alum for help. Within days, I got a call saying they were really interested 
in me." 
 
Brad O'Neill, currently CEO and founder of TechValidate and an advisor to technology companies in both 
the consumer and enterprise markets, cautioned students not to over predict the specifics of their career 
trajectory. "You will change jobs many times, so you must be able to tolerate the ambiguity of today's 
business environment." 
 
"Go to every mock interview night," said Alana Shaw '04, a product manager in international management 
for Stryker Corp. in Kalamazoo. "You need the experience."  
 
Students gained some of this experience during a series of one-on-one mock job interviews with alumni on 
the second day of "Camp."  
 
"These interviews were very helpful," said Josh Curry, a senior economics major. "I want as much interview 
time as I can get because I know it will help me during my upcoming job hunt." 
 
Curry said he was grateful for the opportunity to sit elbow-to-elbow with successful alumni and hear them 
talk about how they went from "K" to where they are today. "Especially how they took their first steps and 
used their Kalamazoo experiences to advance their careers." 
 
Panelists, such as Shaw and Gokhale encouraged students to leverage their multifaceted "K-Plan" 
experiences.  
 
"I was hired in part because I had traveled extensively during study abroad," said Shaw. "He knew I was not 
starry eyed about travel." 
 
"Every ten weeks, you are learning knew things," said Gokhale. "That's good experience for business. My 
clients were blown away that I could converse with them in French." 
 
Although many Boot Camp instructors say the College can improve the way it prepares students to enter the 
work world, all agree that a "K" education is just the ticket to succeed in any career. 
 
"You have the ability to form good judgment," Fred Fischer '85 told Boot Camp students. "Your counterparts 
with more technical training don't have that." Fischer is a securities analyst for investment house William 
Blair & Co.  
 
"I know a lot of Harvard, Yale and Wharton guys who couldn't pull it together when they needed to like 'K' 
people," said FTD's Soenen. 
 
Professor Moffit said he and his colleagues in the Department of Economics, as well as professionals in the 
College's Career Development Office, look forward to hosting future Boot Camps.  
 
"Clearly, we need to prepare students for the real world business environment," he said. "This Boot Camp 
was a successful Beta test. We hope other alumni will help us with future events and help our students when 
they call for an interview or a reference." 
 
College to Offer B.A. Degree in Business 
Kalamazoo College students who want to pursue business careers will soon be able to do so with a B.A. 
degree in Business. College faculty recently voted unanimously to add a business major to the College 
curriculum. Department of Economics and business faculty, who have been teaching several business 
classes for many years, will add a business major to the Department's curriculum beginning with the 2008-
2009 academic year.  
 
"Students and alumni have really looked forward to this," said Professor of Economics and Business Tim 
Moffit. "Now we can take some of the things we've been doing in an ad hoc fashion and bring them into the 
classroom. This is a good fit with our liberal arts mandate." 
 

Back to Front Page 

 

●     Update your info
●     Send a classnote

●     Give a gift
●     Tell us what you think

http://www.kzoo.edu/belight/?id=24
http://www.kzoo.edu/
file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/lightcap/Desktop/beLight/20080707171235/old.html
file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/lightcap/Desktop/beLight/20080707171235/form.html
file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/lightcap/Desktop/beLight/20080707171235/kcfgiving.html
mailto:jvsweden@kzoo.edu


THE EPITOME OF A TEACHER AND A SCHOLAR  
Jim Van Sweden '73  
 
Professor of Psychology Gary Gregg received the 2008 Florence J. Lucasse Fellowship for Excellence in 
Scholarship during a well-attended award ceremony on April 30. 
 
Interim Provost Jan Tobochnik called Gregg the "epitome of a teacher and scholar at Kalamazoo College." 
His scholarly work is both cross disciplinary (psychology and anthropology) and intercultural, and it is infused 
with Gregg's "passionate critical spirit," according to faculty colleague Chris Latiolais, Philosophy, who read 
the award citation. 
 
Gregg has published numerous book chapters and articles on the subjects of cultural and social psychology. 
Most noted is the scholarly work that serves as the basis for his two recent books: The Middle East: A 
Cultural Psychology and Culture and Identity in a Muslim Society. 
 
His research for those works-in true Kalamazoo College fashion-was, in large measure, hands-on and in 
country. Gregg lived in Morocco and Egypt for periods of time totaling five years in order to conduct the 
research.  
 
With him was his wife and colleague, Alison Geist, director of the College's Mary Jane Underwood Stryker 
Institute for Service-Learning. In fact, Gregg's acceptance speech cited her important work in Morocco. 
There she created a dairy goat project in order to improve women's nutrition, health, and empowerment over 
their own lives. It worked so effectively that it is today supported by the Near East Foundation and has a 
significant presence throughout southern Morocco. "As proud as I am of these two books," said Gregg, 
"they're pretty minor in comparison to Alison's accomplishments."
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We should stop talking 
about "culture and self" 
and investigate culture 
and life-span 
development.

 
 
Gregg described those books, in part, as "an attempt to point cultural psychology 
in two directions." Cultural psychology, the study of how culture shapes psyches 
and personalities, "saw a revitalization in the '80's and '90's and quickly converged 
around the idea that the world's cultures can be ranked on a dimension of 
individualism versus collectivism that correspondingly produces egocentric versus 

sociocentric selves." 
 
Gregg disputes the simplicity of that construct. He broke new ground in his first book, The Middle East, by 
relying heavily on Arab researchers and Arab language publications. "One of the things I'm proudest of is 
that I think I've covered about two-thirds of the relevant writings in Arabic-which aren't even indexed 
anywhere," he said.  
 
The book also rejects the common definition of culture as shared values and meanings and adopts 
viewpoints called dialogic (culture "consists of contrary values and meanings that often engender dispute") 
and distributed (cultural heritage tends to be apportioned "in pieces to individuals and groups, with some 
people only dimly aware of what others live their lives by").  
 
Gregg eschewed writing The Middle East as a "Westerner who's gotten hold of the truth." Instead he 
concludes each chapter with a focus on a conflict of findings. He also pursued a developmental approach. 
"Rather than talking about 'culture and self,' I described cultural influences on the development of six 
'lifespan' periods." And that, he said, is the first direction in which he hopes to nudge the discipline of cultural 
psychology. In the aftermath of the overly simplistic theory of individualism versus collectivism, "we should 
stop talking about 'culture and self' and investigate culture and life-span development. 
 
"I now believe that [George Herbert] Mead's 'social self'--actually 'social selves'--coalesce in late childhood 
and early adolescence, and this then triggers the identity formation process [Erik] Erikson describes: to live 
up to what the Generalized Other-the social system-expects one to become, or somehow to define oneself 
differently." 
 
Gregg's second book, Culture and Identity, a "labor of love" based on life history interviews he completed 
with a dozen young Moroccans, serves as a signpost for a second path along which Gregg hopes cultural 
psychology will proceed: a study of culture and identity.  
 
"'Self' has too many definitions and has become almost useless as a term," he explained. "'Identity' has 
much more substance, at least when anchored in narrative theories and studied as a system of 
representations embedded in a larger structure of personality. Identity takes shape as a person's belief 
system, their worldview, their theology, their social ideology, and their personal mythology. It defines what 
sort of world one lives in, what kind of person one is, what one seeks to live for. Yes, people construct 
scores of self-concepts as they navigate changing situations and relationships in the course of a day, or 
even in the course of a conversation. But people also carry identities around with them from dawn to dusk 
and from situation to situation. 
 
"This does not mean that they have a single, stable identity. The life narratives I've elicited from both 
Americans and Moroccans show that they shift among identities, often dramatically between seemingly 
contradictory ones." 
 
Many of the Moroccans he interviewed shift between two identities: the one casts "the narrator as fleeing the 
backward, superstitious, and constraining world of rural tradition for the rational, free, and civilized world of 
Westernized urban modernity;" the second rejects the corrupt, alienating, and insecure world of Westernized 
urban modernity in favor of the authentic, simple, and secure rural world of family and religion." Gregg noted 
that the political conflict of Westernist and indigenist ways of life help forge this duality of seemingly 
contradictory identity in Arab-Muslim societies, and Islamist doctrine responds to the need to resolve the 
inner tension that derives from these often conflicting indentities.  
 
"In the New World Order of ethnic and religious nationalisms," he concluded, "cultural psychology needs to 
investigate this politics of identity. It especially needs to take up the question of what facilitates the synthesis 
of 'holistic' identities that embrace dualities and tolerate difference and what provokes the formation of 
'totalistic' or 'monologic' identities that commit to a single right way of life and seek to destroy the wrong 
ways and the people who live them." 
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LIGHTEN UP

Baker's Dozen  
 
As the manager of the advancement services department, Tim Baker helps maintain the electronic 
records of the entire College-a daunting job in normal circumstances. It's even more so now that the 
College is in the process of changing the database, which the entire campus uses to conduct its 
business. Good thing the 34-year old Baker has the body of an 18 year old. Seriously! Baker 
participates in the College's Wellness program, part of which is the Polar Body Age Screen, an 
assessment of lifestyle, habits, strength, and cardiovascular fitness expressed as one's true body 
age. Eighteen years is the lowest it goes, so Baker's score was quite surprising. But that's not the 
only surprising thing about him. He writes short stories for romance and mystery magazines and has 
published more than 100 in the U.S. and England (the photo shows him with a few magazines that 
include his stories). He's also a full-time student, completing a bachelor's degree in business (with a 
concentration in information systems) from the University of Phoenix. He's training to run marathons 
and plans to participate in at least two in 2008. He's a martial artist with yellow belt rank in Karate 
and blue belt in Akido. He also practices Tai Chi and yoga at the College. 

Do you know these people?  
 

Calling all alumni! In preparation for the College's celebration of the 50th Anniversary 
of Study Abroad, the Archives Department is looking for your help identifying people 
and places in various Study Abroad photos online. A Flickr account has been set up 
with photos whose location, date, participants, and photographer are unknown. 
Visit Flickr to view the photos, and please leave a comment with any photo for which 

you know more information. Alumni with existing Flickr accounts may log in and 
leave comments with photos, and those without accounts may set one up for free at 
the Flickr website. 
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IN PRINT

Tapping the Power  
 
by Kiran Cunningham & Hannah McKinney Published through a grant from the Kellogg Foundation, Tapping 
the Power of City Hall to Build Equitable Communities: 10 City Profiles (National League of Cities, 2007) 
looks at ten cities across the country and the actions their leaders took to increase employment, reduce blight, 
improve living standards, and create more equitable allocation of city resources in low-income neighborhoods. 
Kalamazoo College professors Kiran Cunningham (anthropology) and Hannah McKinney (economics and 
business) teamed with Phyllis Furdell of the NLC to research and write about cities ranging from Burien, Wash., 
population 32,000, to San Jose, Calif., with nearly 900,000 people. Others include Baltimore, Indianapolis, and 
Kalamazoo. The authors interviewed mayors, city council members and staff, neighborhood leaders, and other 
civic leaders in each city. Many extolled the importance of leadership and the involvement of residents, 
neighborhood groups, nonprofits, and business groups to combat poverty. Available through the NLC, Tapping 
the Power has attracted a readership among city leaders nationwide. McKinney (who has served as Kalamazoo 
mayor or vice mayor since 1997) and Cunningham hope they will be inspired and encouraged to increase public 
understanding of effective poverty-reduction strategies. 

Women Were Leaving  
 

by Andy Mozina Associate Professor of English Andy Mozina's first book of short fiction, The 
Women Were Leaving the Men (Wayne State University Press, 2007), has attracted a lot of 
attention. The title story received special mention in The Pushcart Prize (2006) and was named 
a distinguished story in The Best American Short Stories 2005. The entire collection was a finalist 
for the Mary McCarthy Prize in Short Fiction, and won the Great Lakes College Association's 
2008 New Writers Award for fiction. Many stories in Women appeared in literary magazines such 
as Tin House, The Massachusetts Review, Alaska Quarterly Review, Fence, West Branch, 
Beloit Fiction Journal, and the Florida Review. "The Women Were Leaving the Men heralds a new 
and deeply original voice," wrote Ann Patchett, author of Bel Canto, in a back-cover note for the 
book. "Andy Mozina brings great innovation and energy to the short story." Added Peter Ho 
Davies, author of The Welsh Girl and Equal Love: "Andy Mozina is able to transport us from hilarity 

to pathos in a breathtaking heart-breaking moment." Women is part of the "Made in Michigan 
Writers Series" that includes poetry, creative nonfiction, short fiction, and essays by Michigan writers. 

Sexual Equality  
 
by Amy Elman Professor of Political Science R. Amy Elman's third book, Sexual Equality in an Integrated 
Europe (Palgrave Macmillan, 2008) had its genesis in a series of lectures in her Kalamazoo College course, "The 
European Union: Institutions, Actors, Aliens, and Outcomes," and it has generated considerable praise. "Elman 
offers a much needed critical appraisal of the European Union's gender equality initiatives," wrote Myra Max 
Ferree, professor of sociology and director of the Center for German and European Studies at the University of 
Wisconsin. "With a sharp eye for the gap between rhetoric and reality, she exposes how the language and politics 
of integration increase expectations of equality, but actually allow member states...to avoid responsibility for 
implementation In Sexual Inequality, Elman investigates the origins, institutions, and policies associated with the 
European Union, and its recent efforts to stem violence against women, sex trafficking, racism and heterosexism. 
She also examines Europe's role in defining, maintaining, constructing, and remedying sex discrimination. "Elman 
reveals how women of color, lesbians, and immigrants fall through the cracks of 'gender' policy-making in Europe," 
said Ferree. "[It's] a failure that has implications for all women who place their hopes for equality in the modernization of 
gender regimes that the EU exemplifies." 

Complexity Explained  
 

by Peter Erdi Finally! For those of us who know that chaos, catastrophes, cooperation and competition 
are facts, not just empty theory; Professor Peter Erdi has written Complexity Explained (Springer-
Verlag, 2008). Erdi is Henry R. Luce Professor of Complex System Studies at Kalamazoo. Complexity is 
his fifth book, and it cuts across numerous disciplines including physics, chemistry, life sciences, 
math, economics, sociology and more, even fine art. The book explains why complex systems research 
is important in understanding the structure, function and dynamics of complex natural and 
social phenomena. He presents models of love and war, (turns out that they are not very different), 
studies the dynamics of urban segregation, opinion formations and drug propagation. According to 
Erdi, seemingly complex and disparate phenomena such as earthquakes, stock market crashes 
and epileptic seizures, have similar architecture and are predictive...or at least the limits of 
their predictability can be understood and widened. Still sound too complex? Relax, says Professor 

Erdi. Complexity Explained is accessible to both science majors and lay audiences. 

Convergence of Civilizations  
 
by Guoqi Xu Convergence of the Civilizations: Chinese Laborers in France during the First World War 
(Inter-Continental Press, 2007), was recently published in both Chinese and French editions. It is the third book 
by Professor Guoqi Xu, Wen Chao Chen chair of history and East Asian affairs at Kalamazoo College. With help 
from members of the Chinese elite and the Chinese government, about 140,000 Chinese laborers were 
recruited by the British and French governments to support their fighting against the Germans in "The Great 
War" from 1914 through 1918. Convergence focuses on this rarely studied group of Chinese who became 
directly involved with the war and Western civilization, addressing questions such as why China wanted to send 
its laborers to help the British and French governments; who those laborers were; what happened to them when 
they arrived in Europe; what kind of treatment they received in the West, what role they played in the Chinese 
search for a new national identity and internationalization, and what contributions these largely illiterate Chinese 
made in the fusion of Chinese and Western civilizations. Both editions include about 200 rare photos. Professor 
Xu plans to publish an English-language edition with an expanded focus and additional research, in 2009. 

Olympic Dreams  
 

by Guoqi Xu Professor of History Guoqi Xu's fourth book is Olympic Dreams: China and Sports, 
1895-2008 (Harvard University Press, 2008). Because of increasing interest in the 2008 
summer Olympics in Beijing, the book has made Professor Xu a sought-after expert by 
journalists worldwide. Expect to see him quoted often in the popular press over the coming 
months. Drawing on newly available archival sources, Olympic Dreams explores why China 
became obsessed with Western sports at the turn of the 20th century, how it relates to 
China's continuing search for a national and international identity, and how sports, especially 
Olympic Games, as a focus of popular interest, has the capacity to bring about major social 
changes. Through case studies of China's involvements in the previous Olympic Games, the book 
offers unexpected insight into China's interactions with the rest of the world, such as why the 
newly established Communist regime wanted so badly to take part in the 1952 Helsinki Games, how 
the two-China issue nearly stopped the 1976 Montreal Olympic Games, and why the 2008 
Olympics present Beijing with unprecedented dangers and opportunities. A Chinese version will 

be published in 2008 by Dong Fang Chubanshe in Beijing. 

Man of Mars  
 
by David Strauss David Strauss, professor emeritus of history, has published a Japanese language edition of his biography, 
Percival Lowell: The Culture and Science of a Boston Brahmin (Harvard University Press, 2001). Strauss also edited 
and introduced Percival Lowell-Collected Writings on Japan and Asia, Including Letters to Amy Lowell and Lafcadio Hearn 
(Editions Synapse, 2006). Strauss first encountered the writings of Lowell in 1983, when he taught a course on U.S.-
Japanese relations at Waseda University (Tokyo). Lowell had traveled to Japan in the 19th century and was fascinated by the 
country. Strauss found Lowell's "liberal arts" character a subject worthy of further investigation. Lowell was a popular travel writer 
and public speaker, a skilled photographer, successful financier, and leading disciple of the English philosopher Herbert Spencer. 
He also was a controversial astronomer (he founded the Lowell Observatory in Arizona) who claimed that intelligent beings living 
on Mars had built the planet's famous network of canals. "I admired his adventurous spirit and his willingness to take on new 
projects and to cut across disciplinary lines," said Strauss. "I wondered how he did it all." 

Color and Money  
 
by Peter Schmidt Who should get into highly selective colleges and universities? Who actually does? Peter 
Schmidt '86 explores these and other politically charged questions in Color and Money: How Rich White Kids 
Are Winning the War Over College Affirmative Action (Palgrave Macmillan, 2007). Schmidt, a veteran 
journalist who has covered education for two decades, is a senior writer at The Chronicle of Higher Education, 
where he covers affirmative action, state and federal higher-education policy, education research, historically 
black colleges and universities, and connections between schools and colleges. In Color and Money, he touches 
on a host of subjects that include race, class, immigration, free speech, economic opportunity, equal rights, the 
purpose of public education, and how our economic and political leaders should rise to their positions of power. 
Peter is a frequent speaker on college and university campuses, and a nationally recognized source for 
journalists covering affirmative action. His work has won numerous awards including a 2007 Education Writers 
Association award for an essay published in The Boston Globe based on his book. A native of Birmingham, 
Mich., Peter earned B.A. degrees in English and political science from Kalamazoo. He lives in Washington D.C. 

Federal Standards of Review  
 

by Harry T. Edwards and Linda A. Elliott Federal Standards of Review (Thomson-West 
2007) offers a sophisticated, but easy to understand exposition of the review standards 
controlling how the U.S. Courts of Appeals review district court decisions and actions by 
federal agencies. When they undertook this project, the goal of co-authors Harry T. Edwards, 
Chief Judge Emeritus of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, and 
Linda Elliott ('81), a former staff attorney with the Public Defender Service for the District 
of Columbia, was to write an informative text that would make accessible even the most 
complex doctrines of review. The positive responses of leading academics and 
prominent practitioners attest to their success. Typical is the reaction of former Solicitor General 
Seth Waxman: "This thoughtful, informative book . . . brings clarity to a topic that is 
often misunderstood. Among the first questions any appellate lawyer or judge should ask is: 
'What standard of review applies?' A proper appreciation of the correct standard can make all 
the difference. This volume provides invaluable assistance in addressing a paramount 

appellate issue." Linda Elliott, Class of 1981, is presently Special Counsel to Judge Edwards and an adjunct professor at NYU 
School of Law, where she has taught since 2001. Before being appointed to the bench in 1980, Judge Edwards, who is a 
visiting professor of law at NYU, practiced in Chicago and was a tenured professor at the University of Michigan and Harvard 
law schools. 
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Calendar of Events  
 
April / May / June 

April

2 Wed. 2 P.M. Baseball v. Olivet (DH), Woodworth Field

2 Wed. 3 P.M. Men's Tennis v. Albion, Stowe Stadium

3 Thu. 8 P.M. "Bridging the Gap Between Environmental Values and Ecological 
Practice," the Thompson Lecture by Anna Peterson, Ph.D., University of Florida, 
Mandelle Hall Olmsted Room, LAC

4 Fri. 10:30 A.M. Refreshments and Music; 11 A.M. Jama: "Finding Peace," concert 
featuring Charlie King, and a report from Peace House regarding the School of 
Americas protest, Stetson Chapel

4 Fri. 7 P.M. "Alternative Visions of a New Global Order: What Should 
Cosmopolitans Hope For?" lecture about the political legitimization of global economic 
practices among nation states by Cristina Lafont, Northwestern University, Mandelle 
Hall Olmsted Room, LAC

7 Mon. Noon. Baseball v. Finlandia (DH), Woodworth Field

7 Mon. 7 P.M. "Tragedy in the Commons," Paul Toala Gualinga shares his 
experiences defending from oil companies his indigenous territory in the Ecuadorian 
Amazon, Mandelle Hall Olmsted Room, LAC

8 Tue. 3 P.M. Women's Tennis v. Alma, Stowe Stadium

8 Tue. 3:30 P.M. Softball v. Alma (DH), Softball Field

8 Tue. 4 P.M. Men's Tennis v. Calvin, Stowe Stadium

8 Tue. 8 P.M. Death Penalty Panel, speakers from the Roosevelt Institution and the 
Philadelphia Prison System monitor a debate on the death penalty, focusing on 
restorative versus punitive methods of incarceration, Dewing Hall Room 103, LAC

9 Wed. 8 P.M. "Remembering War," Professor Takashi Yoshida, Western Michigan 
University, examines pacifist movements and war/peace museums in China, Japan, 
South Korea, and Taiwan, Dewing Hall Room 103, LAC

10 Thu. 7 P.M. "Hammers and Horns," recital by Paul Austin on horn (alphorn and 
natural horn), and Les Tung on fortepiano, featuring music by Beethoven and Gassman, 
Connable Recital Hall

10 Thu. 8 P.M. "Searching for Angela Shelton," documentary filmmaker Angela 
Shelton discusses researching her film on the experiences of sexual abuse, rape, or 
domestic violence that happened to women who share her name, Mandelle Hall 
Olmsted Room, LAC

11 Fri. 10:30 A.M. Refreshments and Music; 11 A.M. Jama: "SIPs That Change the 
World," seniors talk about the community impact of SIPs focused on social justice, 
Stetson Chapel

11 Fri. 4 P.M. Friday Forum Guild Gathering, informal networking opportunity open to 
all current and prospective Guild members, Stryker Center

11 Fri. 6 P.M. "From Idea to Reality," Business Guild panel discussion featuring 
Kalamazoo-area entrepreneurs, Olmsted Room

12 Sat. 4 P.M. The Business Guild presents a Lecture by Barry Smith '70, Great 
Lakes Aviation, Dewing Hall Room 103

12 Sat. 1 P.M. Softball v. Olivet (DH), Softball Field

12 Sat. 1 P.M. Baseball v. Albion, Woodworth Field

12 Sat. 4 P.M. "Entrepreneurship: From Idea to Reality," Barry Smith '70 talks about 
starting his business, Great Lakes Aero, Dewing Hall Room 103, LAC

14 Mon. 7 P.M. "Chinese Perceptions of the United States," lecture by Wang Lixin, 
Yale University and Peking University, Connable Recital Hall, LAC

15 Tue. 1 P.M. Women's Tennis v. Calvin, Stowe Stadium

15 Tue. 7:30 P.M. "An Isolated Community on an Isolated Island," Kalamazoo 
College alumnus Rabbi Michael Ungar discusses his experiences leading a mission to 
Jews of Cuba, Connable Recital Hall, LAC

16 Wed. 2 P.M. Baseball v. Great Lakes Christian (DH), Woodworth Field

17 Thu. 3:30 P.M. Softball v. Rochester (DH), Softball Field

18 Fri. 10:30 A.M. Refreshments and Music; 11 A.M. Jama: "Explaining the 
Inexplicable: Talking About our Study Abroad Experiences, students, faculty, and 
alumni reflect on their lives and studies overseas, Stetson Chapel

18 Fri. 2 P.M. Baseball v. Alma (DH), Woodworth Field

19 Sat. 1 P.M. Softball v. Hope (DH), Softball Field

21 Mon. 3 P.M. Women's Tennis v. Hope, Stowe Stadium

21 Mon. 7 P.M. "Surviving the Pain: Reflections on a Survivor's Journey Through 
an Eating Disorder," Kalamazoo College alumna Leah Cole reflects on her 
experiences with an eating disorder, Mandelle Hall Olmsted Room, LAC

23 Wed. 3:30 P.M. Softball v. Saint Mary's (DH), Softball Field

24 Thu. 2 P.M. Baseball v. Hope (DH), Woodworth Field

24 Thu. 4 P.M. The 175th Anniversary Founders Day Celebration, all alumni and 
students are invited, Stetson Chapel, LAC

24 Thu. 8 P.M. Frelon Dance Concert, Dalton Theatre, LAC

25 Fri. 10:30 A.M. Refreshments and Music; 11 A.M. Jama: "Celebrating Our Earth," 
student organizations talk about environmental justice, Stetson Chapel

25-27 Fri. through Sun. Men's Tennis MIAA Championships, Stowe Stadium

25 Fri. 4:15 P.M. "A Common Language of Sustainability", the Sustainability Guild 
presents a panel (including Christa Clapp '97 of the EPA, and Jan Hessler '64 of 
Argonne National Lab) that will discuss sustainability in the U.S. and abroad, Dewing 
Hall Room 103, LAC

25 Fri. 8 P.M. Frelon Dance Concert, Dalton Theatre, LAC

26 Sat. 8 P.M. Frelon Dance Concert, Dalton Theatre, LAC

28 Mon. 8 P.M. "Education, Democracy, and the Sasana: Misunderstanding 
Buddhist Movements in Burma," the Marion Dunsmore Lecture featuring Dr. Alicia 
Turner, Mandelle Hall Olmsted Room, LAC

29 Tue. 4 P.M. NOTE: THE RETIREMENT EVENT FOR KIM CUMMINGS IS MAY 29 
(see below); WE APOLOGIZE FOR THE ERROR

29 Tue. 7 P.M. Hunger Forum: Linking Local and Global Food Disparities, the 
Justice and Peace Guild presents a panel discussion (featuring Robert Barnhart '70 of 
Church World Service) on local and internationlal hunger issues and what can be done 
to eradicate hunger, Stetson Chapel, LAC

30 Wed. 4 P.M. Lucasse Tribute honoring Dr. Gary Gregg, Psychology, the 2007-2008 
recipient of the Florence J. Lucasse Fellowship Award for Excellence in Scholarship, 
Mandelle Hall Olmsted Room

30 Wed. 8 P.M. "Asparagus! A Stalkumentary," documentary filmmaker Kirsten Kelly 
presents her film on the obscure policy (part of the U.S. War on Drugs) that threatens to 
destroy the Asparagus Capital of the World, Oceana County, Michigan, Dewing Hall 
Room 103, LAC

May

1 Thu. 8 P.M. "Does Your House Have Lions? Citizenship and Faith in Today's 
World," the Homer J. Armstrong Lecture by Emilie M. Townes, Ph.D., Yale Univeristy 
Divinity School, Mandelle Hall Olmsted Room, LAC

2 Fri. 10:30 A.M. Refreshments and Music; 11 A.M. Jama: "Yom Hashoah: Holocaust 
Remembrance," led by the Jewish Student Organization, Stetson Chapel

2 Fri. 8 P.M. "Cultural Awareness Troupe's 'Black is ...'", annual Black Student 
Organization performance including dance, song, poetry, and skits, Dalton Theatre, LAC

3 Sat. 8 P.M. "Cultural Awareness Troupe's 'Black is ...'", annual Black Student 
Organization performance including dance, song, poetry, and skits, Dalton Theatre, LAC

4 Sun. 1 P.M. Baseball v. Tri-State (DH), Woodworth Field

6 Tue. 4 P.M. "Detecting the Driving Forces Behind Species Diversity Patterns," 
Dr. Binney Girdler delivers the 2008 Roger F. and Harriet G. Varney Lecture, Mandelle 
Hall Olmsted Room

6 Tue. 8 P.M. "A Broken System...Crying Out For Justice," Darby Tillis, who was the 
first of the thirteen men exonerated from Illinois' death row, will speak of his own 
personal experiences as a wrongfully convicted man on death row. He will also highlight 
some of the many injustices of the criminal justice system that led to a moratorium on all 
executions in Illinois. Julien Ball, an organizer for the grassroots organization, The 
Campaign to End the Death Penalty, will also speak about how they have played a key 
role in working toward positive change of the United States criminal justice system. 
Dewing Hall Room 103, LAC

7 Wed. 7 P.M. "Beijing 2008 Olympic Games: Significance and Implications," the 
Moritz Lecture by Guoqi Xu, the Wen Chao Chen Associate Professor of History and 
East Asian Studies, Mandelle Hall Olmsted Room, LAC

7 Wed. 8 P.M. "How to Live in the World Without Oil," local advocates encourage 
sustainable development and smart growth as a solution to the inevitable decline of 
fossil fuels, Dewing Hall Room 103, LAC

8 Thu. 6 P.M. Consortium on the Immigrant Experiences in the United States, 
panel discussion on issues that affect the lives of immigrants in the U.S., including 
bilingual education, health care, legal and labor matters, immigration policy, culture, and 
economics, Mandelle Hall Olmsted Room, LAC

8 Thu. 8 P.M. "Mathematical Magic," the Kitchen Lecture featuring Arthur Benjamin, 
Harvey Mudd College, combining his loves of math and magic, Dalton Theatre, LAC

9 Fri. 10:30 A.M. Refreshments and Music; 11 A.M. Jama: "A New Way to Talk About 
Religion," Interfaith Youth Corps discusses how people from different traditions can 
work together for social justice, Stetson Chapel

13 Tue. 8 P.M. "Early Christian Books in Egypt," the Phi Beta Kappa Lecture by 
Roger Bagnall, New York University, Mandelle Hall Olmsted Room, LAC

14 Wed. 8 P.M. "Move This Earth," spoken word preformance by Kelly Zen-Yie Tsai, 
featuring poetry and music on the issues of growin up Asian-American, cultural pride, 
political activism, immigration, sexual assault, and violence against women, Dewing Hall 
Room 103, LAC

15 Thu. 8 P.M. Talk on Sexual Assault, Megan Chuhran, PorchLight Counseling 
Services, provides information on sexual assault and its effects, Mandelle Hall Olmsted 
Room, LAC

15 Thu. 8 P.M. "Angels in America Part One: Millennium Approaches," playwright 
Tony Kushner's drama set in the AIDS epidemic during Ronald Reagan's presidency, 
Nelda K. Balch Playhouse, LAC

16 Fri. 4 P.M. Plagues and Pests: Insect Borne Diseases and Related Issues, the 
Health Guild presents a symposium featuring student presentations and keynote 
speaker Bruce Benton '64, who will discuss his work at the World Bank on the treatment 
and prevention of onchocerciasis, a parasitic disease spread by black flies, Dewing Hall 
Room 103, LAC

16 Fri. 10:30 A.M. Refreshments and Music; 11 A.M. Jama: "A Day for Gracious 
Giving," students in "Cool Cities" and "Building Blocks" classes talk about buiding and 
engaged community, Stetson Chapel

16 Fri. 6:30 P.M. World Night, street dances and music from throughout the world, 
Dalton Theatre, LAC

16 Fri. 8 P.M. "Angels in America Part One: Millennium Approaches," playwright 
Tony Kushner's drama set in the AIDS epidemic during Ronald Reagan's presidency, 
Nelda K. Balch Playhouse, LAC

17 Sat. 8 P.M. "Angels in America Part One: Millennium Approaches," playwright 
Tony Kushner's drama set in the AIDS epidemic during Ronald Reagan's presidency, 
Nelda K. Balch Playhouse, LAC

18 Sun. 2 P.M. "Angels in America Part One: Millennium Approaches," playwright 
Tony Kushner's drama set in the AIDS epidemic during Ronald Reagan's presidency, 
Nelda K. Balch Playhouse, LAC

21 Wed. 8 P.M. Kalamazoo College Singers and Chamber Choir Concert, an 
eclectic mix of choral music including classical, show tunes, world music, African-
American spirituals, and contemporary, Stetson Chapel, LAC 

23 Fri. 10:30 A.M. Refreshments and Music; 11 A.M. Jama: "Into the Doorway," the 
annual unveiling of Cauldron, the student literary magazine, Stetson Chapel

28 Wed. 8 P.M. "Reflections on 1968, 2008 and Beyond," lecture by Tom Hayden on 
the importance of ending the Iraq war to the protection of civil liberties in the United 
States, tickets are $10 and can be purchased here, Dalton Theatre

29 Thu. 4 P.M. Retirement Reception for Professor of Anthropology and Sociology 
Kim Cummings, who has served the College for 36 years, Mandelle Hall Olmsted Room

29 Thu. 7 P.M. "The Wedding: Marriage, Equality, Love, and Justice in the 21st 
Century," music, performance, and discussion of the traditional ritual of a wedding 
ceremony will be used to explore the complex nature of love and marriage within the 
context of the debal surrounding same-sex marriage rights in the U.S., Stetson Chapel, 
LAC

30 Fri. 10:30 A.M. Refreshments and Music; 11 A.M. Jama: "Student Commission 
Awards," awards for students, faculty, and staff, presented on behalf of the student 
body, Stetson Chapel

31 Sat. 3 P.M. Spring Guilds Summit, the Guilds community convenes to evaluate first-
step projects, mission statements, and leadership structures. Open to current and 
prospective Guild members; includes lunch. RSVP by May 23 to Guilds Office 
(269.337.7384)

31 Sat. 8 P.M. "Borderland," Kalamazoo College and Community Orchestra concert 
featuring two works on the Ukraine: Janacek's "Taras Bulba," and Tchaikovsky's 
"Symphony No. 2 'Ukranian,'" Dalton Theatre, LAC

June

6 Fri. 10:30 A.M. Refreshments and Music; 11 A.M. Jama: "Why we Play: Musicians," 
a music recital and more--what inspires, motivates, and frustrates Kalamazoo College 
student musicians, Stetson Chapel

15 Sun. 1:00 P.M. Commencement, Campus Quadrangle
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**Events (other than some 
athletic events) are free 
unless otherwise noted  
Liberal Arts Colloquim Credit: 
LAC lectures, performances, 
concerts, and panels focus on 
the general education of 
students. Participation in at 
least 25 Forum/LAC events 
during the four undergraduate 
years is a graduation 
requirement 

For more information, contact 
Kalamazoo College, Office of 
College Communication (269) 
337-7291. 

Kalamazoo College athletic 
information appears online at 
www.kzoo.edu/sports/  
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LIGHT FINE ARTS 
BUILDING  
GALLERY AND DISPLAY 
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Kalamazoo College 
1200 Academy Street | Kalamazoo, MI 49006 

269-337-7000  
Copyright | Disclaimer | "K" home 

Last Revised: May 23, 2008 

http://www.kzoo.edu/pr/calevent/
http://www.kzoo.edu/pr/insidek/deanslist.htm
http://www.kzoo.edu/pr/insidek/grants.html
http://www.kzoo.edu/pr/press/
http://www.kzoo.edu/pr/experts/index.html
http://www.kzoo.edu/pr/calevent/#April
http://www.kzoo.edu/pr/calevent/#May
http://www.kzoo.edu/pr/calevent/#June
http://www.kzoo.edu/sports/bb/
http://www.kzoo.edu/sports/mt/
http://www.kzoo.edu/sports/bb/
http://www.kzoo.edu/sports/wt/
http://www.kzoo.edu/sports/sb/
http://www.kzoo.edu/sports/mt/
http://www.kzoo.edu/guilds/
http://guilds.kzoo.edu/course/view.php?id=2
http://guilds.kzoo.edu/course/view.php?id=2
http://www.kzoo.edu/sports/sb/
http://www.kzoo.edu/sports/bb/
http://www.kzoo.edu/sports/wt/
http://www.kzoo.edu/sports/bb/
http://www.kzoo.edu/sports/sb/
http://www.kzoo.edu/sports/bb/
http://www.kzoo.edu/sports/sb/
http://www.kzoo.edu/sports/wt/
http://www.kzoo.edu/sports/sb/
http://www.kzoo.edu/sports/bb/
http://www.kzoo.edu/sports/mt/
http://guilds.kzoo.edu/course/view.php?id=5
http://guilds.kzoo.edu/course/view.php?id=4
http://www.kzoo.edu/sports/bb/
http://guilds.kzoo.edu/course/view.php?id=3
http://aclumi.convio.net/site/Calendar?view=Detail&id=101541&JServSessionIdr007=7w48ji2rg1.app7a
http://www.kzoo.edu/guilds/
http://www.kzoo.edu/aluminfo/commencement.html
http://www.kzoo.edu/sports/
http://www.kzoo.edu/copyright.htm
http://www.kzoo.edu/disclaimer.html
http://www.kzoo.edu/


 
Men's Sports 

Baseball  
Basketball  
Cross Country  

Football  
Golf 
Soccer  

Swimming/Diving  

Tennis  
 
Women's Sports 

Basketball 
Cross Country 

Golf 
Soccer 

Softball 
Swimming/Diving 

Tennis 

Volleyball 
 
Information  

About "K" 
Athletic Fund 
Athletic Training 
Building Hours 

Camps  
Directory  

Facilities 
Give a Gift 
Golf Outing 

Hall of Fame  

Hornet E-Mail 
Intramurals 

Media Links  

Student-Athlete 
Handbook  
Wallpaper  

Weight Room 

 

109 Student-Athletes named to MIAA 
Academic Honor Roll  
One hundred and nine Kalamazoo College student-
athletes were named to the 2007-08 MIAA Academic 
Honor Roll. A student needed to be a letter winner in a 
varsity sport and maintain at least a 3.5 grade point 
average for the entire school year to make the list.

Five Kalamazoo College students received the honor 
all four years: Kari Anderson (softball), Michael Benson 
(football), Mariah Frye (volleyball), Ryan Ouillette 
(football) and Laura Winkler (volleyball). Complete List 

Six Hornet teams earn MIAA Team GPA Award  
Six Kalamazoo College athletic teams received the 
MIAA Team GPA Award for the 2007-08 academic 
year. The award, administered by the faculty athletic 
representatives of the MIAA member colleges, is 
presented to conference teams that achieve a 3.300 or 
better grade point average for the entire academic 
year. Kalamazoo's MIAA Team GPA Award winners: 
Softball (3.542), Volleyball (3.510), Women's Cross 
Country (3.493), Women's Swimming & Diving (3.487), 
Women's Soccer (3.473) and Women's Golf (3.418). 

Women's Tennis Coach to become full-time 
position 

 
Sarah Johnston 

Kalamazoo College is pleased 
to announce that the women's 
tennis coaching position will 
soon be a full-time position. 
Current coach, Sarah Johnston, 
joins the full-time staff in 
September, and will teach 
activity/fitness classes as well 
as taking on administrative 
duties in addition to her current 
coaching responsibilities.

Director of Athletics Kristen Smith said, "Sarah did a 
great job during her first year at the helm of the 
program. I am confident that she will continue to raise 
the expectations and competitiveness of the program 
while becoming an integral member of the Physical 
Education department and greater Kalamazoo College 
community."

The new full-time position was created in large part 
from the recent development of the Tish Loveless 
Women's Athletics Endowment. In addition, Kalamazoo 
College is committed to creating an inclusive, student-
focused environment, in part by improving the quality of 
our playing fields and converting more coaching 
positions from part time to full time.

Touchdown Club Golf Outing set for August 10  
The 2008 Jim Zorbo Memorial Golf Outing is scheduled 
for Sunday, Aug. 10 at The Prairies Golf Club in 
Kalamazoo. The outing helps provide needed funds to 
support the Hornet football program, and the outing is a 
great way to celebrate the start of a new season! A 
shotgun start takes place at noon. Dinner is scheduled 
for 5 p.m. Register as an individual golfer, or save by 
registering a foursome. Not a golfer? Then plan to join 
us for dinner only! Sponsorships are also available. For 
more information or to register, please contact Steve 
Bizzis at 269-323-8648.

Sobomehin Resigns as Women's Basketball 
Coach  
Tes Sobomehin resigned as Kalamazoo College's 
head women’s basketball coach and was introduced as 
the new head women’s basketball coach at Augusta 
State (Ga.) University on Tuesday, June 24.

Augusta State is an NCAA Division II school that 
competes in the Peach Belt Conference. The Lady 
Jaguars shared the conference championship this past 
season with a 13-7 record (20-10 overall) while 
advancing to the second round of the NCAA II 
Tournament.

"It has been a rewarding three years at Kalamazoo 
College,” Sobomehin said. “I have made many friends 
and touched many lives.

“I want to thank all of my coworkers and players for 
their support,” Sobomehin added. “There is a 
tremendous group of coaches, staff and administrators 
at Kalamazoo College who are dedicated to making the 
student-athlete experience balanced, excellent and 
successful.

"I know that my time and experiences at Kalamazoo 
College have prepared my very well to take on this new 
professional challenge in my life."

Kristen Smith, Director of Athletics, said, “I am happy 
for Tes and for the personal and professional 
opportunity that lies ahead. We will miss her spirit and 
enthusiasm, but wish her all the best in her new 
position.”

Sobomehin was named head coach at Kalamazoo 
College on April 27, 2005 and led the Hornets for three 
seasons. A search for a new head coach will begin 
immediately. Augusta State Announcement 

Senior-Athlete Award Winners Announced 
Congratulations to each of the senior-athlete award 
winners announced at the Senior Awards Ceremony on 
Saturday, June 14: Mike Benson, Laura Winkler, Mat 
Kellogg, Monisha Berkowski, Kelsea Howell, Emily 
Collins and Alex Leonowicz. Award Descriptions 

Golf Outing a huge success 
A capacity crowd took advantage of beautiful weather 
and a beautiful golf course in support of Kalamazoo 
College Athletics on Monday, June 16. Thank you to all 
who took part in this great event! Congratulations to the 
following winning teams and individuals: MIXED TEAM: 
Dean Marks, Henry Williams, Bridget Nolan, Kristyn 
Buhl. MEN'S TEAM: Mark Jackson, David Remick, 
David Makowski, Mark Kemple. WOMEN'S TEAM: 
Jeanne Hess, Mary Helen Diegel, Mary Harper, Karyn 
Boatwright. MONEY BALL: Bob Kent, Lyn Maurer, 
Mike Maurer, Ed Baker. LONGEST PUTT: James 
Burkett. WOMEN'S LONGEST DRIVE: Kristyn Buhl. 
MEN'S LONGEST DRIVE: Andrew Hess. WOMEN'S 
CLOSEST TO PIN: Debbie Roberts. MEN'S CLOSEST 
TO PIN: Doug Gordon.

Luczak, Briski earn Academic All-District 
honors 
Brandon Luczak and Larry Briski have been selected to 
the 2008 ESPN The Magazine Academic All-District IV 
baseball second team. Luczak, a sophomore from 
Rochester Hills (Rochester HS), split time among first 
base, shortstop, pitcher and designated hitter and was 
selected as an infielder. He had a .369 average with 31 
hits in 84 at-bats this season with four doubles, one 
home run and 18 RBIs. As a pitcher, Luczak was 3-5 
with two saves in 11 appearances with a 4.39 earned 
run average. Luczak maintains a 3.74 grade point 
average as a chemistry major. Briski split time among 
designated hitter and first base and was selected to the 
team as a designated hitter. The sophomore from 
Grosse Pointe Woods (Grosse Pointe North) hit .306 
with 22 hits in 72 at-bats with five doubles, one triple, 
two home runs and 15 RBIs. Briski carries a 4.0 grade 
point average as a chemistry major. To be nominated 
for Academic All-District/All-American honors, a player 
must be of at least sophomore status and have a 
minimum 3.20 cumulative GPA. Nominations are voted 
upon by CoSIDA (College Sports Information Directors 
of America) members in each district. Academic All-
District Baseball Teams (PDF)

Benjamin, Luczak earn All-MIAA baseball 
honors 
Two Kalamazoo College baseball players earned All-
MIAA honors for the 2008 season. Ryan Benjamin, a 
junior from Lisle, Ill. (Benet Academy), was selected as 
the All-MIAA First Team catcher. Benjamin hit .337 in 
league play with 30 hits in 89 at-bats. He had five 
doubles, two triples and three home runs while tying for 
fourth in the league with 26 RBIs. Behind the plate, 
Benjamin threw out a league-best 36 percent (16-44) of 
runners attempting to steal. Sophomore Brandon 
Luczak (Rochester Hills/Rochester) was selected as 
the All-MIAA Second Team Designated Hitter/Utility 
Player. Luczak split time as a starting pitcher, first 
baseman, shortstop and designated hitter. At the plate, 
Luczak hit .324 in league play with 24 hits in 74 at-bats 
with two doubles, one home run, 12 RBIs and 14 runs 
scored. Luczak made 10 appearances on the mound 
with four complete games in seven starts. He compiled 
a 2-5 record with two saves and a 4.74 ERA in league 
play. He ranked second in the league in innings pitched 
(49 1/3) and was sixth with 29 strikeouts (5.3/game). 

Baseball season ends with doubleheader loss 
to Calvin 
The baseball season came to an end with a pair of 
losses to league-champion Calvin on Friday, May 9. 
Calvin won the opener 9-2, helped by five Kalamazoo 
errors that led to six unearned runs. Jeff Leone and 
Ryan Benjamin each had two hits. Calvin won the final 
game 2-0 as the Hornets were limited to just five 
singles. Game One - Game Two

Baseball falls at Calvin 
The baseball team lost a pair of games at Calvin, 5-1 
and 9-3, on Thursday, May 8. Kalamazoo was held to 
just two hits while committing five errors in the 5-1 loss. 
Kalamazoo held a 3-2 lead in the fourth inning before 
Calvin took the lead for good. Eddie Barclay and Kyle 
Kilpatrick each had a double. The two teams wrap up 
regular season play with a doubleheader in Kalamazoo 
beginning at 2 p.m. on Friday. Game One - Game Two

Baseball drops doubleheader to Tri-State 
The baseball team lost a pair of games to Tri-State on 
Sunday, May 4. Tri-State won the opener 8-2 as the 
Hornets had six singles in the game. Brandon Luczak 
and Larry Briski were each 2-for-3. Tri-State won the 
second game, 7-0. Jeff Leone had the only two hits for 
the Hornets. Kalamazoo returns to action at home on 
Wednesday against Calvin. Game One - Game Two

Men's Tennis falls in second round of NCAA 
Tournament  
The men's tennis team lost 5-2 to Carnegie Mellon 
University in the second round of the NCAA III 
Tournament on Saturday, May 3. Carnegie Mellon, 
ranked 14th in the nation and the two-seed in the 
regional), led 2-1 after wins at one and three doubles 
before sealing the victory with wins and two, three and 
four singles. Pat Boyd and Matt Wise won 8-0 at two 
doubles for Kalamazoo (#27 nationally, #3 in regional). 
Jason Brown won 6-4, 2-6, 6-2 at one singles. Results 

Offense struggles in baseball losses at Tri-
State 
The Hornet bats were quiet in a doubleheader loss at 
Tri-State on Friday, May 2. The first game saw three 
rain delays, including one after just the first out was 
recorded, and finished in just under 3 1/2 hours with a 
2-0 victory by Tri-State. Kalamazoo had just two hits in 
the game, including a double by Brian Barkley. The 
second game went extra innings with Tri-State pulling 
out a 3-2 win in nine innings. Kalamazoo took a 2-1 
lead in the top of the ninth when Dan Barkley doubled 
home brother Brian, but Tri-State capitalized in the 
bottom half with a leadoff home run to tie the game. 
The winning run scored on a wild pitch with bases 
loaded. Kalamazoo made four errors in the game 
resulting in two unearned runs, including the winning 
run in the ninth. Kalamazoo had seven hits, but left 
three runners in scoring position. Brian Barkley, Dan 
Barkley and Kyle Kilpatrick each had two hits. Dan 
Barkley had two RBIs. The two teams resume the 
series with a doubleheader in Kalamazoo on Sunday at 
1 p.m. Game One - Game Two

Men's Tennis wins NCAA III Regional opener 
over Wilkes 
The men's tennis team defeated Wilkes University 5-0 
in the opening round of the NCAA III Regional on 
Friday, May 2. Kalamazoo (#27) will face Carnegie 
Mellon (#14) in the second round on Saturday at 11 a.
m. Kalamazoo swept the doubles points against Wilkes 
and sealed the win with wins at four (Tim Hubbard) and 
six (Josh Rinaldi) singles. Results

Men's Tennis to 
face Wilkes 
University in 

NCAA III Regionals at Kenyon 
The bracket is set for the 2008 NCAA III Men's Tennis 
Tournament and Kalamazoo will travel to Kenyon 
College for the May 2-4 Regional. The top two seeds in 
the region (Kenyon, Carnegie Mellon) were awarded 
first-round byes, so third-seeded Kalamazoo (13-8) will 
face sixth-seeded Wilkes University (Pa.) in the 
opening round on May 2. Wilkes (16-2) advanced to 
the NCAA III Tournament with its first-ever Freedom 
Conference championship in a 5-3 upset win over FDU-
Florham. The winner of the Kalamazoo/Wilkes match 
will face #2 Carnegie Mellon (18-7) on May 3, with the 
regional championship to be held on May 4. 
Transylvania (16-5) earned the #4 seed in the region 
while Ohio Northern (17-4) is #5. Kalamazoo is ranked 
27th in the nation. Carnegie Mellon is #16 and Kenyon 
is #11. NCAA Release - Tournament Bracket (PDF)

Millar homers in Softball loss at Aquinas 
The softball team lost a pair of games at Aquinas on 
Monday, April 28, 6-0 and 11-3. Kalamazoo was outhit 
7-3 in the opener. Kalamazoo had six hits in the 
second game, led by Lauren Millar's home run and Kari 
Anderson's double. Game One - Game Two

Four men's tennis players earn All-MIAA 
honors 
Four members of the Kalamazoo College men's tennis 
team earned All-MIAA honors for the 2008 season. 
Jason Brown and Cyrus Jadun were selected to the 
first team. Tim Hubbard and Matt Wise were selected 
to the second team. Brown, a sophomore from Portage 
(Portage Northern), was selected to the first team for 
the second straight year. He owned and 8-9 record 
overall at one singles and was 2-1 in league play. He 
was 4-5 against regionally-ranked opponents. Brown 
had a combined 6-12 record at one doubles and was 2-
1 in league play. Jadun (Soph., East Lansing), a 
second-team selection last year, had an 8-6 record at 
two singles this season and was 3-0 in league play. He 
was 4-7 at one doubles and 4-1 at three doubles. Matt 
Wise, a senior from Portage (Portage Northern) earned 
second-team honors for the first time in his career. 
Playing primarily three singles, Wise had an overall 
record of 7-11 and was 3-0 in league play. Wise 
teamed up with Patrick Boyd for a 14-6 record in 
doubles (12-6 at two doubles). The pair was 4-1 in 
league play. Tim Hubbard, a senior from Ann Arbor 
(Huron), was selected to the second team for the third 
consecutive year. Hubbard was also co-recipient of the 
Stowe Sportsmanship Award. Hubbard had a 12-5 
record overall in singles (12-2 at four singles) and was 
3-0 in league play. Hubbard had a combined record of 
9-10 at one and two doubles. He finished the year at 
one doubles and was 4-0 in league play. Kalamazoo is 
13-8 overall and won its 70th consecutive MIAA 
championship. 

Two women's tennis players earn All-MIAA 
honors 
Two members of the Kalamazoo College women's 
tennis team earned All-MIAA honors for the 2008 
season. Beau Wangtrakuldee earned All-MIAA First 
Team honors for the second consecutive season. The 
sophomore from Phitsanulok, Thailand, played one 
singles and one doubles for the Hornets. She owned 
an 8-6 record overall in singles and was 3-0 in the 
MIAA until an injury ended her season early. Beau had 
a 10-4 record this season at one doubles. Lindsay 
Zuhlke was selected to the All-MIAA Second Team. A 
junior from Salt Lake City, Utah (Rochester Adams 
HS), Zuhlke had a 17-3 record overall in singles and 
was 7-1 in MIAA play. Zuhlke was 7-1 at two singles 
and 8-2 at three singles. Lindsay had a 15-6 record at 
one doubles, teaming up with Beau for a 10-3 record, 
and with Mary Atallah for a 5-3 record. Kalamazoo was 
11-11 overall with a 4-4 record in the MIAA. The 
Hornets finished the season tied for fourth place. 

Mat Kellogg named to Michigan Academic-
Athletic Honor Team 
Mat Kellogg was one of five college basketball players 
in the state of Michigan to be named to the 2007-08 
Basketball Coaches Association of Michigan's College 
Academic-Athletic Honor Team. Each BCAM Honor 
Team pays tribute to five outstanding scholar-athletes 
from Michigan colleges and universities at all levels. To 
be eligible, players have to be either a starter or an 
important reserve and have at least a 3.2 grade point 
average. Kellogg is joined on the team by Drew 
Naymick (Michigan State), Caleb Veldhouse (Calvin), 
Jeff Wierzbicki (Aquinas) and Tyler Wolfe (Hope). 
Kellogg, a senior forward from DeWitt, has a 3.31 GPA 
as a computer science major. Kellogg started every 
game for the Hornets this season and was selected to 
the All-MIAA Second Team for the second consecutive 
year. He ranked fifth in the MIAA in scoring with 15.6 
points per league game and sixth in rebounding with 
6.8 per game. He ranked second with 21 blocked 
shots, third in shooting percentage (.572) and 10th in 
free throw percentage (.732). In all games this season, 
Kellogg averaged 14.3 points and 6.4 rebounds per 
game. He shot 53.3 percent from the field and blocked 
33 shots.

Men's Tennis wins MIAA Tournament, earns 
automatic bid to NCAA Tournament 
The men's tennis team won the MIAA Tournament with 
a 6-3 win over Calvin on Saturday, April 26. The win 
clinched the MIAA championship outright, the Hornets' 
70th consecutive league title. With the tournament 
championship win, Kalamazoo earns the league's 
automatic bid to the NCAA III Tournament next 
weekend. Kalamazoo took a 2-1 lead over Calvin with 
wins at two and three doubles. Jason Brown won at 
one singles, Tim Hubbard at four singles, and Patrick 
Boyd clinched the win for the second day in a row with 
a win at five singles. Matt Wise earned the Hornets' 
sixth point with a three-set win at three singles. 
Information about the NCAA III Tournament will be 
posted as soon as it is announced. Results

Women's Golf fifth after spring qualifying 
rounds.  
The women's golf team finished fifth after the three 
spring qualifying rounds. Kalamazoo finished with 1168 
strokes over 54 holes, just five ahead of Albion (1173). 
The Hornets were 68 strokes behind fourth-place 
Hope. Kalamazoo was fifth on Saturday, April 26, with 
a team score of 403, just one stroke ahead of Albion. 
Kristi McAlpine led Kalamazoo with a 96. Hanna 
Masuga and Dana Hennessey each shot a 99. Meagan 
Gilbert shot a 109 and Amber Peden finished with 132.

Baseball splits pair of one-run games at Hope 
The baseball team split a pair of one-run games at 
Hope on Saturday, April 26, earning a split in a series 
in which all four games were decided by one run. On 
Saturday, Kalamazoo won the opener, 3-2, behind a 
six-hitter by Brandon Luczak. The sophomore, who 
earned a win, loss and a save in the four-game series, 
allowed six hits and no earned runs while striking out 
four. Kalamazoo trailed 2-1 entering the sixth when 
Larry Briski's two-run blast put the Hornets on top. 
Briski was 3-for-3 with a double and the home run. 
Ryan Benjamin was 3-for-4 and drove in the other run. 
In the second game, Kalamazoo held a 3-1 lead, but a 
run scored on an error followed by a two-run home run 
put Hope up 4-3 as the Flying Dutchmen held on for 
the win. Each team had six hits, and Kalamazoo was 
led by Taylor Fodor's 2-for-3 effort with a double and 
two RBIs. Game One - Game Two

Softball suffers losses at Adrian 
The softball team lost a pair of games 9-0 and 9-1 at 
Adrian on Saturday, April 26. Kalamazoo had just one 
hit in each game. Bethany Gross singled in the first 
game and Emily Collins had a hit in the second. Game 
One - Game Two

Women's Tennis falls to Hope, finishes fourth 
at MIAA Tournament 
The women's tennis team lost 5-1 to Hope on 
Saturday, April 26, and finished fourth at the MIAA 
Tournament. Lindsay Zuhlke earned the Hornets' only 
point with a 6-0, 6-1 win at two singles. Results 

Women's Golf sixth after day one at MIAA 
Tournament 
The women's golf team is in sixth place after the first 
day of competition at the MIAA Spring Tournament 
hosted by Olivet. Kalamazoo's 388 team strokes are 
just four behind fifth-place Albion, and 18 ahead of 
Adrian. Hannah Masuga led Kalamazoo with a 91. 
Kristie McAlpine shot a 95, Dana Hennessey 96, 
Meagan Gilbert 106 and Amber Peden 122. Play wraps 
up on Saturday beginning at 9 a.m.

Men's Tennis defeats Hope, clinches 70th 
consecutive league championship 
The men's tennis team defeated Hope on Friday, April 
25, to clinch at least a share of the MIAA 
championship. The league title is the 70th in a row for 
the Hornets. Kalamazoo swept the doubles points and 
clinched the win with wins at four singles and five 
singles. The Hornets wrapped up the 8-1 victory with 
wins at two and three singles. Kalamazoo now faces 
Calvin in the tournament championship match at noon 
on Saturday. The winner of the MIAA Tournament 
receives an automatic bid into the NCAA III 
Tournament. Results

Women's Tennis suffers 5-2 loss to Albion in 
MIAA Semifinal 
The women's tennis team lost 5-2 to Albion in the 
MIAA Tournament Semifinal on Friday, April 25. Albion 
took a 2-1 lead after wins at one and three doubles, 
then sealed the win with wins at one, three and five 
singles. Geneva Garcia and Kari Larson won at two 
doubles. Lindsay Zuhlke won at two singles. 
Kalamazoo will face Hope in a third-place match on 
Saturday at 11 a.m. at Spring Arbor. Results

Women's Tennis defeats Saint Mary's, 
advances in MIAA Tournament  
The women's tennis team upset Saint Mary's, 5-1, in 
the opening round of the MIAA Tournament on Friday, 
April 25. The Hornets, seeded fifth in the tournament, 
just last week suffered a 6-3 loss to the fourth-seeded 
Belles. With the win, Kalamazoo advances to face top-
seeded Albion in a match scheduled for 1 p.m. at 
Albion College. Kalamazoo swept the doubles points 
against Saint Mary's before clinching the win with 
straight-set victories at four and six singles. Results 

Men's Tennis hosts MIAA Tournament, seeks 
70th consecutive league title 
Kalamazoo College hosts the 2008 MIAA Men's Tennis 
Tournament this Friday and Saturday, April 25-26. 
Kalamazoo, which enters as the top seed and has a 
first-round bye, will attempt to capture its 70th 
consecutive MIAA championship. The Hornets are 
scheduled to play at 3 p.m. on Friday against the 
winner of the #4 Hope/#5 Alma match. In case of 
inclement weather, please check the Tournament 
Schedule and Results page for updated and estimated 
match start times and locations.

Baseball wins game one over Hope 
The baseball team won the opening game of the series 
with Hope, 6-5, on Thursday, April 24. Josh Wahlstrom 
was 2-for-3 with a double and Ryan Benjamin drove in 
two runs. Ben Schroeder earned the win in six innings 
of work. Brandon Luczak closed out the seventh to 
earn the save. Hope turned the tables with a 6-5 win in 
the second game. Kalamazoo held a 5-2 lead entering 
the seventh, but Hope took advantage of a leadoff walk 
followed by a Kalamazoo error as the beginning of four 
runs to take the lead and eventual win. Brian Barkley 
had a pair of hits with a double for Kalamazoo. Larry 
Briski was 2-for-3 with two RBIs. Taylor Fodor had two 
hits. Ryan Benjamin hit a solo home run in the first 
inning. Kalamazoo and Hope play the final two games 
of the series in Holland on Saturday. Game One - 
Game Two

Women's Athletic Endowment Established  
A generous gift of $560,000 has established the Tish 
Loveless Women's Athletic Endowment. The gift from 
Elaine Hutchcroft '63 supports and enhances the 
current varsity women's teams and impacts women 
athletes of future generations. Read More >>

Softball falls to Saint Mary's on Senior Day 
The softball team celebrated the final home games for 
three players, but suffered a pair of losses to Saint 
Mary's College on Wednesday, April 23. Kalamazoo 
had seven hits in an 8-2 loss in the opener, but the 
Hornets left eight runners on base. Kelsey Smith had 
two hits including a double. Michelle Brittain also had a 
double. Kalamazoo lost 9-1 in the second game. 
Lauren Millar had two of the Hornets' four hits, 
including a home run. Kelsey Smith had a double. 
Kalamazoo returns to action this Saturday with a 
doubleheader at Adrian. Game One - Game Two

Men's Tennis wins 8-1 at Hope, earns first 
round bye 
The men's tennis team won 8-1 at Hope on Tuesday, 
April 22, finishing the regular season undefeated in the 
MIAA (6-0). The Hornets have earned a first round bye 
at this weekend's (April 25-26) MIAA Tournament in 
Kalamazoo. Kalamazoo will face the winner of Friday's 
#4/#5 match at approximately 3 p.m. on Friday. 
Kalamazoo won all flights against Hope except for one 
singles. Hope's John Pelton (#7 in region) defeated 
Jason Brown (#18 in region) 7-6(5), 6-4. Kalamazoo's 
Jason Brown and Tim Hubbard won 8-1 at one doubles 
over Pelton and John Gardner (#6 in region). Results
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Student Awarded URGE

Sarah Arnosky ’09 received a $3,000 grant to conduct 
research at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute, a biological field 
station located south of Hastings, Mich. The senior biology 
major was one of 10 people who received an 
Undergraduate Research Grant for the Environment 
(URGE program). In collaboration with her faculty mentor, 
Associate Professor of Biology Ann Fraser, Arnosky will 
use a variety of methods to collect the various bee species 
at the Institute. She also will create a reference collection 

of the bee species, which are estimated to exceed 100. 
Arnosky is a 2005 graduate of H.H. Dow High School. Her parents are Steve and 
Carol Arnosky of Midland, Mich. The URGE program is in its fourth year of providing 
students (more than 60 to date) research opportunities at an independently operated 
biological field station.  
 

Trustee Honored With Service Award

Kalamazoo College board of trustee member 
Ronda Stryker recently received the Russell G. 
Mawby Award for Philanthropy from Gov. Jennifer 
Granholm at the 2008 Governor’s Service Awards 
event held in Detroit. She shares the award with her 
husband, William Johnston, president and chair of 
Greenleaf Companies, and a member of the 
Western Michigan University board of trustees. 
Stryker and Johnston, from Portage, Mich., were 
recognized for “demonstrating a lifelong 
commitment to encouraging private action for public 
good,” according to the award criteria. Sponsored by 
the Council of Michigan Foundations and the 
Michigan Nonprofit Association, the Mawby award 
was established in 1995 upon the retirement of the former chair and CEO of the W.
K. Kellogg Foundation. “With a legacy that spans 30 years, this special couple 
remains committed advocates to making southwest Michigan a region where each 
citizen’s dreams can be achieved. Their visionary leadership is vital in helping foster 
hope and promise impacting Michiganders now and for generations to come,” read 
the award. 
 

Alumnus Named White House Fellow

Brian Alexander ’99 is one of 14 members of the 2008-2009 class of White House 
Fellows announced last week by the President's Commission on White House 
Fellowships. The White House Fellows Program offers exceptional men and women 
first-hand experience working at the highest levels of the Federal government. 
Selection is highly competitive and based on a record of remarkable professional 
achievement, evidence of leadership skills, and a strong commitment to public 
service. Alexander is a physician resident at the Harvard Radiation Oncology 
Program. He also works as a policy analyst and consultant for the Massachusetts 
Division of Healthcare Finance and Policy. His cancer research work has been 
published in peer-reviewed journals. Alexander earned his B.A. in health sciences at 
Kalamazoo College, his M.D. from University of Michigan, and a Master’s in Public 
Health from Harvard School of Public Health. He played quarterback and wide 
receiver for the Hornet football team. Fellows participate in an education program 
consisting of roundtable discussions with leaders from the private and public 
sectors. They also engage in study trips to examine U.S. policy in action. Following 
the Fellowship year, the Fellows repay the privilege by contributing to the country as 
better national leaders and public servants.  
 

Duel in Dallas

 
Kalamazoo College sent six students to the Health Occupations Students of 
America (HOSA) National Leadership Conference in Dallas, Texas. 2008 marked 
the fourth year of participation for Hornet HOSA. The conference included some of 
the most challenging competition to date. First-years Alyson Rich and Amanda 
Zukkoor represented the College for the first time in the Career Health Display, a 
judged research and visual presentation on a healthcare profession. Rich and 
Zukkoor presented their display on neonatology and took fifth place! The two-time 
national champion Hornet HOSA quiz bowl team made its fourth consecutive finals 
appearance, and narrowly lost in overtime to Francis Tuttle, an Oklahoma-based 
technical and nursing academy. This was the final match for Hornet HOSA captain 
(and two-time national champ) Jimmy Kelly ’08. The future nevertheless looks 
bright for Hornet HOSA. Caesy Buell, a two-time Hornet HOSA bowler and member 
of the 2007 championship team, will captain the 2009 team in Nashville. Hornet 
HOSA is made possible, in part, by support from the Bronson Health Foundation. 
Members of the 2008 team at the grand awards ceremony in Dallas include (l-r): 
standing—Amanda Zukkoor ’11, Jaideep Karamchandani ’09, Rachael 
Wilsmann ’10, Alyson Rich ’11, Jimmy Kelly ’08, and Michigan HOSA State 
Director Mark Burley. Kneeling is team member Joey Stempky, Western Michigan 
University Class of 2011. 
 

Commencement 2008

Umbrellas weren’t needed. Barely! Storms 
bracketed a beautiful, sunlit three-and-a-half hour 
period on Sunday, June 15, during which 262 
members of the Class of 2008 received their 
diplomas. The ceremony featured honorary degree 
presentations to Dr. David W. Breneman, the 14th 
president of Kalamazoo College, and Mr. 
Aleksandar Hemon, author of the book, Nowhere 
Man, which was the summer common reading 
selection for this graduating class during orientation 
2004. Commencement also featured the first “Lux 
Esto Award for Excellence” presented to Vice 
President for Business and Finance Tom Ponto. “In 
2004 we sat on this Quad for the first time,” said 
Rachel Brainerd, the Class’s selected student 

speaker. Her speech focused on the concept of authenticity and defined it as a 
diversity of self evident when the actions of that self are expressed in an expansive 
well-roundedness that is, well, liberal arts-ish. “[Authenticity] happens when we stay 
after class to talk to our professors about something we find interesting. It happens 
when we choose to spend the afternoon playing Frisbee, simply because it is warm 
out. It happens when we get excited about an article we read for class. It happens 
when we go without showering for four days because we have been too busy 
traveling through villages and cities where we don’t speak the language.” Brainerd 
closed by saying, “Even as ‘K’ changes, and as we walk away from here, I hope that 
you will cary these moments with you. That we will continue to think critically, ask 
questions, and push for change, but that more importantly we, the Class of 2008, will 
carry our authenticity out into our “home in the world.” For more pictures of the 
event, click here. 
 

Alumna Publishes Second Book

Ginger Strand ’87 has published her second 
book to rave reviews. Inventing Niagara: Beauty, 
Power, and Lies is part memoir and part 
nonfiction, and Strand will visit Kalamazoo to 
give a reading and to sign books on Thursday, 
July 17, at Kazoo Books, located at 2413 
Parkview in Kalamazoo's Oakwood 
neighborhood. Wrote one reviewer about 
Inventing Niagara, “It’s a wonder that a book this 
fun can be so thoughtful, so deeply felt at times.” 
Wrote Strand, “This book documents an 
obsession with the things Niagara has been 
made to mean throughout the relatively short 
time it has lived with people — nature, America, 
power, beauty, death. An obsession with the 
ways in which the history of Niagara Falls is a 
history of falsification, prevarication and 
omission.” Strand’s first book, the novel Flight, 

also was lauded by critics. It centers on a commercial pilot trying to hold himself and 
his family together in the aftermath of 9/11 and the lead-up to his retirement. Strand 
majored in English at “K” and did a 10-week foreign study in Hanover, Germany. 
The short-term study abroad allowed her to spend two quarters in the Great Lakes 
Colleges Association New York Arts Program her junior year. There she worked as 
an intern at The Paris Review and gained insight into the literary world and how it 
worked. “Kalamazoo College was a great place to be in love with books,” Strand 
said. “Writers always visited, and we went to their readings, because at ‘K’ the world 
of books was important. Most importantly, Kalamazoo College taught me a level of 
independence I think is critical to writing and to other pursuits too. Often I hear news 
of classmates who are doing self-motivated, creative, inspiration-driven things, 
whether it’s writing, or bell-ringer, or starting an independent press. All of these 
things require you to dive into a project, follow an obsession with both seriousness 
and wonder, and put it all together in a coherent way at the end. Some people might 
be born with that ability, but I learned it at Kalamazoo College.” 
 

Kalamazoo Posse

When the Class of 2013 matriculates in the fall of 2009, ten of the students will be a 
posse, and they and every other member of the Kalamazoo College community 
stand to benefit. Today Kalamazoo College announced its partnership with the 
Posse Foundation, and over five academic years the College will enroll 50 “Posse 
Scholars”—public high school students with extraordinary academic and leadership 
potential from groups that are underrepresented in American higher education and 
often overlooked by traditional college selection processes. All Posse Scholars 
enrolling in Kalamazoo College will come from the Los Angeles Unified School 
District (LAUSD), the public school system that serves the city of Los Angeles and 
many other cities and unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County. More than 72 
percent of LAUSD’s nearly 700,000 students are Hispanic, 11.2 percent are black, 
and 3.7 percent are Asian. “This partnership is exciting news for our entire 
community,” said President Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran. “A key goal of our 
strategic plan is to attract and retain more students from diverse geographic, ethnic, 
and socio-economic backgrounds. The Posse program jumpstarts that process and 
makes a great undergraduate experience more accessible for these students,” she 
added. “When students gathered for an excellent undergraduate education come 
from a variety of backgrounds, then the fellowship in learning has the potential to 
become more open, dynamic, and reflective of the world.” Kalamazoo joins 
Dickinson College, Grinnell College, Tulane University, and University of Wisconsin-
Madison in the LA Posse Program. The Posse Foundation administers programs in 
five other cities. The Posse/Kalamazoo collaboration is made possible by a grant 
from the Arcus Foundation. For more information, click here. 
 

Inaugural Award Winner

The College is celebrating its 175th birthday in many 
ways. One is with a new award: the Lux Esto Award 
of Excellence. The award honors a long-standing 
employee who possesses and promotes good will, 
exhibits selfless dedication, and exemplifies the 
spirit of Kalamazoo College. The inaugural recipient, 
announced during Commencement ceremonies, is 
Vice President for Business and Finance Tom 
Ponto. He has served the College for 30 years, 
most recently as the institution’s chief business 
officer. He has helped guide the College through 
difficult financial times and has overseen the rebuilding of a significant number of 
campus buildings, most recently Upjohn Library Commons and the Hicks Center. He 
works countless hours and contributes wherever help is needed, from stuffing 
envelopes to shoveling snow. “His real leadership contribution is not only about 
rebuilding the physical fiber of the place,” said Vice President of Enrollment Joellen 
Silberman. “His greatest contribution has been to push us to examine the community 
fiber of the place. [He] has challenged us to examine trust issues because he knows 
that the resolution of those issues is the key to our long-term success. 
 

Kaizen and Kalamazoo

The Teagle Foundation has awarded Kalamazoo College a four-year, $150,000 
grant. The College will use the money to continue to elucidate the factors that make 
its learning experience so effective and to create curricular improvements 
(incremental and continual; think “kaizen”) that engage all its students more fully with 
these factors. The improvements will be assessed by direct measures of students’ 
abilities; think “Collegiate Learning Assessment.” The CLA is a direct measure of a 
"single" variable—the effect of a specific four-year undergraduate experience—on 
students’ development of critical thinking, reasoning, problem solving, and writing. 
For two consecutive years, “K” students’ performance on the CLA showed that the 
“K” learning experience adds value well above expected to the development of 
higher order thinking skills. A group of researchers (Paul Sotherland, Biology; Bob 
Grossman, Psychology; Kiran Cunningham, Sociology and Anthropology; and 
Anne Dueweke, Institutional Research) began to examine the features of “K” 
curriculum most germane to that development. Their examination of “K” students’ 
CLA results was guided by two questions, the quartet wrote in “Multiple Drafts of a 
College’s Narrative:” What attributes of a Kalamazoo education might account for 
the overall performance? What variations in students’ educational pathways might 
account for differences in CLA performance at Kalamazoo College? They used 
adjusted CLA scores to account for variation by academic ability (measured by SAT 
scores) and thus suggest or identify “K”-specific factors that influence CLA 
performance. These factors may include the academic division in which the student 
majors, the level of academic challenge, foreign language proficiency, the 
opportunity for interdisciplinary exploration, personal initiative, experiences of high-
intensity dissonance, and, more importantly, the opportunity to formally reflect upon, 
process, and share such experiences. With the grant the College will improve its 
curriculum in a way that more fully engages all students with these factors critical to 
CLA performance. Curricular improvements may include core seminars, an 
interdisciplinary minor, the Guilds, and new ways to connect and reflect upon K-Plan 
signature experiences like study abroad, service-learning, and the senior 
individualized project. 
 

Commission Awards Leaders

The Kalamazoo College Student Commission bestowed its annual awards to a 
special faculty member, student, and staff member. Deb Pattison, administrative 
assistant for the English, religion, and classical studies departments, was awarded 
the William Crockett Staff Award for outstanding contributions to the community. The 
Frances Diebold Award, given to a faculty member to recognize outstanding interest 
and participation in student life, went to Tim Moffit, assistant professor of 
economics and business. Samantha Weaver ’08 received the Amy Trenkle Campus 
Leadership Award as the student who best exemplifies involvement and leadership 
in the campus community. Weaver is active in the Sustainability Guild and many 
other student environmental organizations. The awards were conferred during the 
Student Commission Jama “Passing the Torch,” during which President Keyontay 
Humphries ’08 made her farewell remarks and President-elect Patrick Tanis ’09 
delivered his inaugural address. Pictured below are (l-r): Samantha Weaver ’08, Tim 
Moffit, Deb Pattison, Keyontay Humphries, and Patrick Tanis.  

 

 
"Heart and Hearth" Opens

 
 
“Beautiful, warm, fun, accessible, bright, terrific…” These are among the words 
people are using to describe the newly renovated Weimer K. Hicks Center on the 
Kalamazoo College campus. Now add “open” to the list. On Tuesday June 3, a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony marked the re-opening of the student center, closed for 
nearly two years during extensive renovations. Cutting the ribbon in the Arcus 
Atrium, the Center’s new entryway onto the Quad are (from left) Leeor Schweitzer 
‘11, President Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran, Facilities Management Director Paul 
Manstrom, and Student Development Administrative Secretary Sally Arent. The 
Arcus Atrium is the building’s new entrance onto the campus quadrangle. It takes its 
name from the Arcus Foundation that provided funding for its completion. One of the 
main quad-side doors in the Atrium will be the single point of entry to the Atrium and 
will be open from 8:30 to 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday until further notice. Entry 
to Arcus Atrium will enable you to see the new Mail Center, WJMD radio station, The 
Richardson Room café, the Bissell Movie Room, the game room, and the new 
Health and Counseling Centers. These areas will open throughout the summer and 
all will be open in the fall. Currently, however, the Bookstore is the only area 
connected to the Atrium that is operational. Old Welles and the Stone Room will still 
use the door across from the Chapel as their point of entrance.

Bishop Terry Brown '66 to Retire This Summer

Terry Brown ’66, Bishop of Malaita (in the Solomon 
Islands), will retire on August 18 from the office in 
which he has served for 12 years. But he will be plenty 
busy before his retirement. In May he completed his 
fifth and last synod, a gathering of all the clergy and lay 
representatives (about 145) of parishes and diocesan 
institutions, held for one week every three years. “It 
was a moving event,” he said, “and included the official 
diocesan farewell.” During his tenure as Bishop the 
Diocese grew from 32 to 45 parishes (415 
congregations). It includes a lay training center for 
catechists and those pushed out of secondary school 

(with courses in carpentry, mechanics, life skills and home economics, and 
agriculture), a clinic, a secondary school, four religious communities, and extensive 
diocesan programs. There are some 35,000 Anglicans (Episcopalians) in the 
Diocese. In July Brown will attend the Lambeth Conference in England. Lambeth is 
a meeting that occurs every 10 years at the invitation of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. It includes leaders of those churches who find their common parentage 
in the Church of England, and it provides the opportunity to discuss common 
concerns and reaffirm bonds of affection. Brown has been involved in the lead-up to 
Lambeth as a member and convener of the Anglican Primates’ Taskforce on 
Theological Education (TEAC) and as one of the authors of the “Listening Process” 
study guide on the controversial area of homosexuality. This work has taken him to 
London, Johannesburg, Singapore, and other locations, and both groups will present 
their work at Lambeth. During the conference Terry will preach at the Melanesian 
Mission Festival at St. Martin-in-the-Fields. He also will preach at two other London 
parishes and at one in Cambridge. After Lambeth he returns to the Solomon Islands 
for a flurry of pre-retirement ordinations, confirmations, and consecrations of church 
buildings. Only then will it be time for a well-deserved two-month North American 
holiday. “I am planning to return to the Solomons in my retirement to work on the 
church archives and help with theological education and the founding of a new 
Church of Melanesia University,” said Brown. “The difference will be not having a 
diocese to look after, which will be a welcome relief.”  
 

The Slipperiness of Persona

Poet in residence Diane Seuss ’78 has had four poems accepted by the online 
magazine Poemelion. The four are part of a larger series based on an oral history 
project Diane did with her mom. “It came as a result of listening to my mother’s oral 
history of her upbringing in rural Michigan,” said Diane. “These characters aren’t 
reprehensible, but they’re complicated. Their mystery can’t be solved. I wanted to 
get at the weirdness of small town life rather than the nostalgia. I’ve always believed 
poems can be a potent link with the dead. What can be better—especially at midlife
—than to abandon your own storyline and to let the dead speak through you? 
Persona allows me to abandon my narrow shell and take up residence in a coffee 
can.” You can read the poems here.  
 

Alumna Leads Journalist Delegation to Venezuela 

 
 
Charlotte (Hauch) Hall ’66 (right), the recently elected president of the American 
Society of Newspaper Editors (ASNE), led a delegation of 20 ASNE members to 
Venezuela, where they met government and opposition leaders, business people, 
and members of the mainstream and opposition media. They also visited a barrio 
and saw some of President Hugo Chavez’s social programs. The trip included a 
briefing and reception at the U.S. ambassador’s house. According to Charlotte, an 
ASNE delegation seeks to travel annually or every two years to a newsworthy area 
of the world. “We asked for an interview with Chavez as we prepared for the trip, but 
were told he would not meet with us,” she said. “On the last day of our visit, 
unexpectedly the government told us we could attend a press conference of the 
international media—but no questions. At the end of the press conference Chavez 
walked over and invited us to have coffee with him. As head of the delegation, I 
ended up sitting next to him.” Charlotte is pictured with Chavez and his translator. 
 

Heyl Journeys Begin

Eight 
students from Kalamazoo public high schools (Loy Norrix and Central) received Heyl 
Scholarships and will begin their undergraduate journeys next fall at Kalamazoo 
College (science and math) or Western Michigan University (nursing). The 
scholarship comes from a gift made by Dr. Frederick W. Heyl, the Upjohn 
Company’s first director of research and development, and his wife, Elsie L. Heyl. It 
covers tuition, book costs, and room charges. Heyl scholars who continue math or 
science graduate studies at Yale University may be considered for a full scholarship 
there. Winners of the 2008 Heyl Scholarships are pictured above (l-r): front row—
Kelsey Hassevoort, Kalamazoo College; Erin Campbell, Kalamazoo College; 
Mimansa Patel, Kalamazoo College; back row—Masroor Hossain, Kalamazoo 
College; Obineche Nnebedum, Kalamazoo College; Cesar Alvarez-Mares, 
Kalamazoo College; Marielle Robyn, Western Michigan University; and Zachary 
Button, Kalamazoo College. Hassevoort, Campbell, Patel, and Button attended Loy 
Norrix. Hossain, Nnebedum, Alvarez-Mares, and Robyn are graduates of 
Kalamazoo Central. Campbell, Hassevoort, and Nnebedum also attended 
Kalamazoo Area Mathematics and Science Center. 
 

Putting on the D.O.G.G. 

Christine Sholty ’11 (left) and her sister Kathleen 
Sholty ’08 spread gravel in the driveway of a Fairmont 
Neighborhood home Saturday during Day of Gracious 
Giving activities. The Grosse Pointe, Mich., siblings 
were among more than 300 Kalamazoo College 
students, faculty, staff and alumni who toiled at locations 
throughout Kalamazoo in a day of community service for 
the city that the College has called home of 175 years. 
Other projects included painting homes and rebuilding a 
porch in the Oakwood Neighborhood, preparing and 
serving a meal of shepherds pie and strawberry 

shortcake for the homeless at Ministry with Community, clearing brush and weeds to 
make way for a playground at Peace House in the Eastwood Neighborhood, 
cleaning trash and undergrowth from the bank of Arcadia Creek in College Park 
near campus, and more. “I had heard from other students who have volunteered in 
the community how fun and rewarding it is,” said Kristine. “Now I know.” Her older 
sister agreed. “Day of Gracious Living is cool. Day of Gracious Giving is better!” 
 

Charlotte Hall '66 Elected President of ASNE

Orlando Sentinel Editor Charlotte Hall '66 has been elected 
president of the American Society of Newspaper Editors, the 
nation's largest association of daily newspaper editors. Hall 
was elected Wednesday, April 16, at the association's annual 
meeting in Washington, D.C., and immediately began her 
term. She will also chair the association's board. Hall spoke at 
the Capital Conference, which included ASNE and the 
Newspaper Association of America publishers group. She said 
a key theme of her tenure would be editors leading change 
within the industry. She also said the organization should 
promote "news literacy for young people, helping them to become smart media 
consumers." Hall was hired as editor and vice president of the Sentinel in 2004, 
joining the newspaper from Newsday on Long Island, N.Y., where she had held 
several top management positions. 
 

Diversity Summit Team

 
 
A Kalamazoo College team focused on racial and ethnic diversity attended the 
GLCA Presidents’ Diversity Summit in Toledo in April. Team members included (l-r): 
Amelia Katanski, English; Zaide Pixley, First-year Experience; President Eileen B. 
Wilson-Oyelaran; Margaret Wiedenhoeft, Center for International Programs; 
Joellen Silberman, Enrollment; Karen Joshua-Wathel, Student Development; 
Sarah Westfall, Student Development; Interim Provost Jan Tobochnik, Physics; 
Emilia Tse, Class of 2011; and Ahmed Hussen, Economics (not pictured are team 
members Erik Aiken, Class of 2010, and Laura Andersen, Human Resources). A 
year in the planning, the two-day summit featured a first day of interaction with fellow 
GLCA teams and with speakers, thought leaders, and researchers in the area of 
racial and ethnic diversity. The second day provided each team the opportunity to 
reflect on what was learned and how it might apply to next steps on individual 
campuses. The second day’s work complemented the Kalamazoo team’s pre-
summit preparation, during which members identified “K”-specific issues, programs, 
questions, challenges, and solutions in the area of racial and ethnic diversity. The 
team will meet in late May to create a plan that will lead to improvements in diversity 
and, in turn, an educational experience excellent for the 21st century. 
 

Undergraduates Present Research

A number of Kalamazoo College students 
recently have presented research at major 
conferences. Elizabeth Wakefield ’08, Katie 
Reimink ’09, and Associate Professor of 
Psychology Robert Batsell attended the 30th 
Brown Symposium and the annual meeting of 
the Southwestern Comparative Psychology 
Association at Southwestern University 
(Georgetown, Texas). Wakefield was awarded 
the H. Wayne Ludvigson Outstanding 
Undergraduate Research Presentation for the work “Effects of inflation on taste-
potentiated taste aversion.” A number of students, accompanied by Batsell, 
participated in the 21st annual Michigan Undergraduate Research Conference 
(MUPRC), held in Albion. Rose Grose ’08 and Micah Smith ’10 presented the 
paper “Cognitive Dissonance in Practice: Two Attempts to Increase Recycling on a 
College Campus.” Other co-authors of that paper were Hallie Hinkhouse ’11, 
Nicole Pitcairn ’08, and Alyssa Templer ’10. Rachel Brainerd ’08 presented a 
paper titled “The Interrelation Between Language, Social Referencing Skills, and 
Infants’ Goal Understanding at 9.5 Months of Age.” Allison Iott ’09 and Alex 
Gardner ’09 presented a poster titled “Gender Specific Differences in Happiness in 
Relation to Sexual Experiences Among College Students.” Dennis Guiser ’09 was 
a co-author on that project. Chemistry majors Zach Denkins ’09 and Nicholas 
Kelly ’09 (Nick is pictured above, at right) attended the American Chemical 
Society’s National Meeting in New Orleans. Denkins and Kelly conducted research 
last summer in the lab of Sherine O’Bare at Western Michigan University. O’Bare 
has moved to the University of North Carolina-Charlotte. Kelly and Denkins will work 
on their SIPs this summer in her lab at UNCC. 
 

"Ain't Got Time To Die"

Exactly halfway through the 
College’s 175th 
Anniversary Convocation 
(Thursday, April 24, 
Stetson Chapel), the 
College Singers and Bach 
Festival Chorus animated 
the moment with their 
rendition of the spiritual 
“Ain’t Got Time to Die.” To 
animate a moment is a 
miracle, and this moment, because it was made alive by that song, became 
equipoise of the College’s past and future. The song celebrates the immortality of 
what is greater than the self and thus seemed fitting to praise an idea of education 
(the liberal arts, with its word history rooted in learning and freedom) that has lived 
for 175 years. That idea includes the call to service, as speaker Thomas Brown ’67 
noted when he described one outcome of Allan Hoben’s "Fellowship in Learning:" 
the evolution of a student’s “best self, and therefore his charter for service to 
mankind.” Allan Hoben was Tom’s grandfather. Gail Griffin’s talk, “Reading the 
Stones,” reminded the audience that the educational ideals embodied by the 
College’s founding spirits, Lucinda and James Stone, are never guaranteed. Those 
ideals—inclusiveness, the questioning of orthodoxy, intimate and passionate 
teaching infused with the experience of multiple languages and cultures—are 
nurtured or threatened by the decisions made by those who stand in the 175-year 
tradition that is Kalamazoo College. “Those” include you and me. Griffin is the Ann 
V. and Donald R. Parfet Distinguished Professor of English. Marlene Crandell 
Francis ’58 recalled the importance of Herbert Lee Stetson’s “Christian spirit and 
values” central to his vision of the College. In the stones of the chapel built by Hoben 
and named for Stetson are chiseled the Greek words for “fellowship of spirit.” Like 
the spiritual the choir sang, the ceremony sought and celebrated what is immortal in 
Kalamazoo College. Tennis legend Vic Braden ’51 (pictured above) received an 
honorary degree, and in his acceptance shared the spirit of service and humor. He 
spoke of his work on behalf of the light that burns in every individual and which 
should be augmented with access to educational opportunity for everyone. Humor 
helps remind us of our human limits, and the audience enjoyed Vic’s recollection of 
a doubles match he and his partner played against Bobby Riggs and an elephant. 
The pachyderm seemed to enjoy the game immensely. Braden lost the match. 
President Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran called us to the hard work of ensuring that 
the best of the College's past inspires its future. She also announced the College’s 
175th anniversary web site and timeline. The immortality of an idea, an ideal, a 
spirit, is purchased through struggle. Kalamazoo College ain’t got time to die. 
 

“Imagine the 21st century college…” 

So begins the article, “Joining the Guilds” (Elizabeth Redden, Inside Higher Ed, 
4/22), and the words are apt for an institution with a 175-year tradition of being a 
leader in higher educational innovation. Guilds will take their place in the legacy that 
includes a fellowship in learning and the Kalamazoo Plan. Guilds coordinator Joan 
Hawxhurst is quoted throughout the story. The Guilds allow students to engage 
deeply with an interdisciplinary issue about which they’re passionate. This process 
occurs in three ways: by building networks with professionals (mostly Kalamazoo 
College alumni) who share the students’ passion for that issue; by creating a 
pathway of varied "educational experiences," both academic and non-academic; and 
by joining “with a group of people across generations, across disciplines, who are 
excited about thinking about sustainability or about business or about justice and 
peace.” Some 170 individuals have signed up for the four Guilds—Health, Peace 
and Justice, Sustainability, and Business—but Hawxhurst says that many more are 
involved than have actually registered. Not bad considering the initial Guild summit 
occurred just three and a half months ago.  
 

Alzheimer's Research Draws Interest

In early April senior Biology major Leanne Lawwell 
(shown in photo, at left) presented a poster at the 
American Undergraduate Poster Competition in San 
Diego, Calif. The competition is sponsored by the 
American Societies of Biochemists and Molecular 
Biologists (ASBMB). Leanne’s presentation was one 
of 151 selected from undergraduate students across 
the country. She was also one of just 17 recipients 
of an ASBMB Competitive Undergraduate Student 
Travel Award ($400) based on excellence of her 

submitted abstract. Her presentation at this international meeting was based on her 
SIP research work during the summer of 2007 in the lab of Dr. Regina Stevens-
Truss, Chemistry. The lab’s major focus is in understanding the role of the enzyme 
nitric oxide synthase in diseases such as Alzheimer’s. Specifically, Leanne worked 
on understanding the role of protein kinase c and cellular signaling molecules in the 
expression of nitric oxide synthase in microglial cells. Microglial cells are involved in 
the progression of Alzheimer’s disease, and for several years Dr. Stevens-Truss has 
been interested in understanding the precise nature of that involvement. Leanne’s 
presentation was well received and drew interest from many scientists. “She 
performed beautifully,” said Stevens-Truss, who attended the meeting and served as 
a judge during the student poster presentation. “Leanne explained the work cogently 
and represented Kalamazoo College well.” Dr. Stevens-Truss will encourage “K” 
students to attend this meeting every spring. The 2009 meeting will be held in New 
Orleans, Louisiana next April. 
 

Trash Champ

Recyclemania results are in! Kalamazoo College participated in seven contests and 
finished in the top 10 in five of those. And those finishes included two firsts and two 
seconds against a greater number of competitors compared to last year. When it 
comes to recycling, “K”’s a CHAMP. The 10-week friendly competition is divided into 
two broad divisions called “Whole Campus” and “Partial Campus.” Kalamazoo 
College participates in the former, in which the entire college community takes part. 
Within that division “K” competed in the following categories. Per Capita—collecting 
the largest amount of acceptable recyclables per person: Kalamazoo College, 
FIRST of 180 contestants at 75.22 pounds per person. Targeted Materials 
(Cardboard): Kalamazoo College, SECOND of 160 contestants at 32.29 pounds per 
person. Targeted Materials (Bottles and Cans): Kalamazoo College, SECOND of 
161 contestants at 20.96 pound per person. Targeted Materials (Paper): 
Kalamazoo College, EIGHTH of 163 contestants at 21.97 pound per person. Grand 
Champion—the pool of institutions competing in both the per capita and waste 
minimization (see below) categories and thereby demonstrating the greatest 
achievement in both recycling and source reduction: Kalamazoo College, FIRST of 
88 contestants. The Grand Champion category is expressed as the percentage of 
total waste generated that is recycled. A high percentage is achieved two ways—
minimizing waste and increasing the recycling of the waste you generate. “K” had a 
whopping 58.93 percent (a greater than 4 percent improvement over last year). The 
Waste Minimization score expresses in pounds the amount of waste generated per 
person and, like golf, a low score is better, showing that we are living more lightly on 
the planet. The College finished 77th of 95 contestants in this category, but its 2008 
score of 127.65 pounds per person was a significant improvement over last year’s 
137.66 pounds. The Gorilla contest measures in tons the total 10-week tally of 
recyclables (for obvious reasons more populous institutions usually do better in this 
category). The College finished 94th of 200 contestants, recycling 48.6 tons of 
material (almost a ton more than last year). Those 48.6 tons are the equivalent of 
826 trees saved. Way to go, “K!” Way to go Recycling Department, whose members 
give a hearty thanks to everybody in the College community. 
 

Business Major Will Help Students With Careers 

Kalamazoo College students pursuing business careers will be able to do so with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in business. Faculty recently voted unanimously to add a 
business major to the catalog for the 2008-09 academic year. Previously, only a 
single major in Economics and Business was available. The College will continue to 
offer a major in Economics, a minor in Economics, and a minor in Business. 
Students also may earn a minor in International Economics and Business. The 
department also will replace the traditional two-course introductory sequence in 
microeconomics and macroeconomics with a single Principles of Economics course 
and wider array of intermediate level microeconomic and macroeconomic electives. 
The business major combines with other campus initiatives intended to connect the 
liberal arts educational experience and the world that students will encounter after 
graduation. These initiatives include career exploration, preparation, and placement 
assistance from the Center of Career Development; networking opportunities with 
alumni through the recently-launched Business Guild; and a series of “Business 
Boot Camps” in which alumni share with students tips for sharpening job search 
skills.  

Grant Supports Service-Learning in Hispanic Health 

The Aetna Foundation contributed $20,000 that the Mary Jane Underwood Stryker 
Institute for Service-Learning will use to help Kalamazoo College students work to 
improve the health of area Hispanics. Students work directly with health care 
providers, social and legal services workers, and hundreds of Hispanic individuals 
and families in Kalamazoo and southwest Michigan. Often these students have 
studied abroad in Latin American and Spain and apply their language and cultural 
skills to address local issues. Programs include a new service-learning course, 
“Culture of Health and Disease in the Hispanic Community,” in which teams of 
students provide health information, education, and interpreter services to 
individuals and families. Students also work as interpreters for new and expectant 
mothers at Kalamazoo’s Family Health Center Maternal and Infant Health Program. 
Through Farmworker Legal Services, “K” students develop and deliver educational 
programs for area migrant farm workers to help them report and limit their exposure 
to pesticides. And during summer 2008, three students will serve in community-
based internships with local agencies to provide health education to the Hispanic 
community.  

Olympics Weiji

He doesn’t consider himself much of an athlete, but Guoqi Xu, History, is in the 
worldwide news a lot these days for his opinion on sports. Xu wrote the book 
Olympic Dreams: China and Sports, 1895-2008, recently published by Harvard 
University Press. He also will deliver the College's annual Moritz Lecture in History, 
"Beijing 2008 Olympic Games: Dangers and Opportunities," on Wednesday, May 7, 
at 7 PM in the Olmsted Room. The book is about the political uses of sport, 
particularly China’s century-long dream of hosting an Olympics and excelling in 
“Western” Olympic games as a means of internationalization or engaging with the 
outside ideas, forces, and trends that would ensure national survival and enhance 
international position. The long dream of hosting an Olympics has arrived, and it is a 
“weiji”—or “crisis”—in the Chinese sense of the word, combining “wei,” or danger, 
with “ji,” opportunity. With the Beijing Games right around the corner, Xu has been 
interviewed by many wire services and publications, including The Associated Press 
(several times), Reuters, Washington Post, Information (an influential Danish 
newspaper), and others, for his perspective on the Olympic Games and international 
politics. He’s been invited by institutions throughout the United States and the world 
to give talks about his book. He’s also published a number of journal articles. An 
article on a China's European military expedition plan during the First World War 
appeared in the January 2008 edition of the Journal of Military History. Next month 
two of his articles will be published. A piece about the People's Republic of China's 
first participation in the 1952 Olympic Games in Helsinki will appear in an 
international journal from a French research center. And his article on the Nationalist 
Regime's participation in three Olympics (1932, 1936, and 1948) will be published by 
Chinese Historical Review. In June the Journal of Michigan International Lawyers 
will publish his article "How to understand China: A Historical Perspective." 
 

Seniors' Anti-Malaria Project Wins Funding

A proposal submitted by three Kalamazoo College seniors, Arianna Schindle, 
Julianna Weaver and Stephanie Willette, was among the 100 projects funded for 
$10,000 by the Davis United World College (UWC) Scholar Program. The three 
women will travel to Thailand to work with local agencies in providing mosquito nets 
and malaria-prevention education to internally displaced people along the Thai-
Burma border. Malaria has been cited in almost half the deaths among this 
population, and children are the most vulnerable. The three students, along with 
other students on campus have been raising additional funds for nets. Davis 
Projects for Peace invited students from schools participating in the UWC Scholars 
Program to submit plans for grassroots projects for peace, to be implemented during 
the summer of 2008. The program, in its second year, honors philanthropist Kathryn 
Wasserman Davis, who launched the initiative on the occasion of her 100th birthday 
in 2007. It encourages and supports motivated youth to create and implement their 
ideas for building peace throughout the world in the 21st century. A competition for 
the funding took place on 81 of the 88 campuses in the UWC Scholars Program. 
“We are grateful to the many students, faculty and staff who participated in this 
year’s competition,” said Executive Director of the Davis UWC Scholars Program 
Philip O. Geier. “Kathryn Davis is a leader, and what she has set in motion with this 
important challenge is a growing number of young people committed to putting into 
place the building blocks for peace.” The winning projects propose specific plans of 
action that will have lasting effects — from post conflict community building to youth 
empowerment and education programs to improved community water supplies 
worldwide to a multitude of agrarian enterprises in countries where famine is 
pervasive. Students will travel to more than 54 countries over the summer to work 
on their projects and report on their experiences once they return. A complete list of 
the participating schools and projects, as well as a summary of the 2007 projects 
and a video interview with Davis from 2006, is available here. 
 

An Inaugural Reunion

The inaugural address of the Donald C. Flesche 
Visiting Scholar Lectureship reunites one of the most 
inspirational teachers in College history with, arguably, 
the foremost political analyst and journalist of our time. 
And that’s fitting, given that one of Professor Flesche’s 
career highlights here (he taught at Kalamazoo College 
from 1962-1998) was the quarter during which he and 
David Broder (Washington Post) team-taught a class on 
the Congress and the President. Broder will lead an 
informal discussion for students at 4 PM on Thursday, 
March 6, in the Olmsted Room. At 8 PM in Dalton 
Theatre he will deliver the first “Flesche Lecture.” The 
event is free and open to the public. The subject of his 
talk will be an analysis of the U.S. political scene as the 
country approaches the 2008 presidential elections. Flesche is professor emeritus of 
political science, longtime “Voice of the Hornets” at countless athletic events, and a 
beloved teacher. The lectureship endowment was started by Professor Flesche’s 
former students as a way to honor his inspirational teaching, and it will ensure that 
the conversations among learners on campus include the very best scholars in the 
world. Flesche praised this art of “liberal arts conversation” as one of the most 
memorable highlights in his teaching career in his address accepting the 1991 
Florence J. Lucasse Lectureship for Excellence in Teaching. “I enjoy the 
environment of a liberal arts college by sitting in on impromptu bull sessions of 
faculty members who are discussing the latest news stories,” he said. “I still find it 
exciting to hear the views of our philosophers or our biologists or our economists or 
whomever as the faculty discusses today’s news.”  
 

College Names New Provost

Michael A. "Mickey" McDonald, Ph.D., will 
become the new Provost at Kalamazoo College on 
July 1, 2008. In that position he will serve as the 
College's chief academic officer with oversight of all 
educational affairs and activities, including academic 
personnel. "On behalf of the entire campus 
community, I want to welcome Mickey to Kalamazoo 
College," said President Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran. 
"He brings a wealth of experience and an 
enthusiasm for teaching and learning." McDonald 
earned his B.S. degree and Ph.D. in mathematics at 
Davidson College and Duke University, respectively. 
Since 1993 he has served in a variety of faculty and 
administrative posts at Occidental College in Los 
Angeles. He is currently the associate dean for 

curriculum and academic affairs at Occidental. McDonald replaces Gregory Mahler, 
Ph.D., who left the provost office in June 2007 to take the position of academic dean 
and vice president for academic affairs at Earlham College (Richmond, Ind.). 
Kalamazoo College Interim Provost Jan Tobochnik will continue to serve in the 
position until McDonald takes over in July, at which time Tobochnik will return to the 
physics department and his post as editor of American Journal of Physics. 
 

Guilds Gear Up

The four charter Guilds have wasted no 
time launching their “first-step” projects. 
The first Guilds Summit occurred January 
12 and included breakout sessions (see 
photo) for each charter—Sustainability, 
Business, Health, and Peace and Justice. 
The focus of each breakout was a Spring 
quarter first-step project. On April 11 and 
12, the Business Guild plans a lecture 
and panel discussion on 
entrepreneurship. Each event will feature 

successful alumni entrepreneurs, including Barry Smith ’70, owner of Great Lakes 
Aviation. The Health Guild will host a symposium on insect-borne diseases on May 
16. The event will combine students’ work in the areas of eye health (several 
students plan to attend an international symposium, Unite For Sight, on public 
health, eye care, and international development in April) and malaria prevention (K 
students are involved in the Nothing But Nets effort to provide mosquito bed nets to 
families in sub-Saharan Africa where malaria is endemic). It will also feature 
students’ work in Dr. Ann Fraser’s entomology course and Alison Geist’s public 
health course. The Justice and Peace Guild will sponsor a Hunger Forum on April 
29 that will include experts on nutrition and disease. Participants will discuss local 
and internatonal hunger issues and enourage the campus community to seek ways 
to contribute to local hunger efforts and larger policy initiatives. The Forum is the 
brainchild of senior Jennie Smith, who did a social justice internship at the Alliance 
to End Hunger. The Justice and Peace Guild plans to work with campus food 
service provider Sodexho and the campus Farms to K organization to possibly 
develop a Campus Kitchens Program at Kalamazoo College. The Sustainability 
Guild’s first-step project includes a panel discussion (April 25) featuring alumni 
experts on environmental issue. On the following day (April 26) student 
organizations will showcase sustainability projects at an outdoor event that also 
features networking opportunities and an educational mini-fair for children on the 
science of sustainability.  
 

Senior Leaders

Nineteen students were 
honored with the Kalamazoo 
College 2008 Senior 
Leadership Recognition Award. 
Each was nominated by a 
professor or staff member on 
the basis of exemplary 
leadership in academic or 
extracurricular endeavors or 
both. Some are athletes, others 
are active in student 
organizations, many are 

involved in service learning and work diligently to improve the lives of others. They 
were feted at a recognition awards dinner (Febrary 1) that featured remarks by 
President Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran, Vice President for Student Development and 
Dean of Students Sarah Westfall, Associate Dean of Students Karen Joshua-
Wathel, and Associate Dean of Students Dana Jansma. The 19 senior leaders are 
(photo above, l-r): front row—Nora Seilheimer, Elizabeth Lamphier, Sarah 
Nicholus, Stephanie Willette, Elena Brooks, Arianna Schindle, second row—
Leanne Lawwell, Emma Perry, Laura Winkler, Alexandra McCubbrey, Brady 
Donaldson, Elizabeth Wakefield, back row—Rachel Udow, Marcquel Pickett, 
Britnei Clark, Jessica Bard, Jeffrey Crapko, Eric Beers, and Zachary Ebling.  
 

Guilds Gathering 
 

Some 70 persons attended the College’s first 
Guilds Summit on January 12. “Guilds are 
voluntary organizations of people from a 
variety of different disciplines who share a 
concern or a passion and a desire to make a 
difference,” said Guilds Coordinator Joan 
Hawxhurst, “and so they come together in 
order to learn and act effectively on behalf of 
the particular issue that unites them.” The 

College will launch its program with four charter guilds focusing on the issues of 
sustainability, business, justice and peace, and health. Hawxhurst noted the urgency 
of such issues for all humankind. The summit meeting also featured presentations 
by President Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran, Professor of Chemistry Jeff Bartz, Senior 
Samantha Weaver, and Alumnus Suprotik Stotz-Ghosh ’95 (shown above). The 
Guilds will connect current students, faculty, staff, and alumni and friends of the 
College. In addition to innovative work on important issues, the guilds provide 
students opportunities to connect various elements of their K-Plan and to network 
with alumni throughout the world. Working with fellow guild members who are in 
various stages of a career or avocation provides a bridge between college 
experiences and the world of work and demonstrates the value of a liberal arts 
background in that world. After the Summit’s presentations, attendees divided into 
four breakout sessions, each focused on one of the charter guild issues. The summit 
re-convened and each guild group reported on first steps for the launch of the 
particular guild. Said one alumnus who attended, “I will personally invite alums I 
know to join a guild, and I’ll help plan the sustainability guild kick-off events.” A 
second Guilds Summit will occur at the beginning of Spring Quarter. But don’t wait! If 
you’re interested in becoming a part of one of the four “charter” guilds, contact 
Hawxhurst at 269.337.7384 or joan.hawxhurst@kzoo.edu. 

175 Years Young 

Happy Birthday, Kalamazoo College! On 
April 22, 1833, the College was chartered 
by the state of Michigan. But it’ll take 
more than one day to celebrate all that’s 
transpired from that historic moment. 
Besides, 2008 marks another significant 
anniversary: 50 years of study abroad. So 
mark your calendars for a number of 
events (starting with a very special 
Founders Convocation on April 24, 2008, 
at 4 PM, in Stetson Chapel) and get 
ready for some fun with a serious purpose: to connect students, faculty, staff (past 
and present); friends; and townspeople more deeply to the history and values of 
Kalamazoo College. At the Founders Convocation students will make music, 
distinguished faculty and alumni will speak, and College pioneers will be honored. 
On Saturday, May 17, students, faculty, staff, and interested alumni will help mark 
our birthday with gifts of service to the community our campus has called home for 
nearly two centuries. Commencement weekend (June 14-15) will feature the 
publication of the College’s first comprehensive history, A Fellowship in Learning: 
Kalamazoo College, 1833-2008, written by our very own Marlene Crandell Francis 
’58. Homecoming events will focus on the 50th anniversary of study abroad and 
include panel discussions, various country program reunions, and memorabilia 
displays. All of us can participate, even if some of us cannot attend, through a 
history website that will launch later this year and grow throughout the year and 
beyond. It will contain a timeline of the College’s history, a library of digital images 
and theme pages (athletics, faculty, student life, and more), and a place for alumni 
to share their memories and pictures with the entire College community. It’s a 
special year at a special place. The celebrations won’t be complete without you. 
 

McKinney Named to Top NLC Policy Leadership Post

Hannah McKinney, professor of economics (and vice-mayor of Kalamazoo), has 
been appointed to chair the National League of Cities’ (NLC) CityFutures Panel on 
Equity and Opportunity in 2008. The panel identifies emerging challenges resulting 
from inequalities based on race, economics, and demographics, and it shares 
strategies to reduce municipal poverty, increase affordable housing, and address 
diversity and racial justice. “The year ahead will be critical for the future of this 
country – and for our cities and towns,” said NLC President Cynthia McCollum, who 
announced McKinney’s appointment. “I will look to Hannah’s leadership on this 
important panel to define our expectations and sharpen our message on behalf of 
cities and towns.” McKinney is a co-author of Tapping the Power of City Hall to Build 
Equitable Communities: 10 City Profiles (along with Kalamazoo College colleague 
Kiran Cunningham, Anthropology and Sociology, Phyllis Furdell from the NLC). 
The book looks at ten cities and the actions their leaders took to increase 
employment, reduce blight, improve living standards, and create more equitable 
allocation of city resources in low-income neighborhoods. The cities range from 
Burien, Wash., with a population of under 32,000 to San José, Calif., with nearly 
900,000 people. Other cities include Baltimore, Indianapolis, and Kalamazoo.  
 

Open Doors for Keeping the Doors Open

A grant from TG Public Benefit will help Kalamazoo College keep the doors open of 
“Keeping the Doors Open,” a math program that pairs Kalamazoo College mentors 
with 40 students from Kalamazoo Public Schools’ three middle schools. The focus is 
on math, a door, says Professor of Mathematics John Fink, which opens to many 
career paths. “And more so than many disciplines, math requires an uninterrupted 
commitment over all the pre-college years of schooling. So closing the door on math 
in middle school in effect limits a far greater number of opportunities.” Middle school 
is the critical time to keep open math, and math-related, opportunities, and “Keeping 
the Doors Open” is not a remedial program. Twice a week, for two and a half hours, 
the selected middle schoolers, who are good at math and members of groups 
traditionally underrepresented in math and science, meet with and learn from their 
Kalamazoo College mentors. Parents of program participants are actively engaged 
in the program, meeting with a parent liaison to learn how to best advocate for their 
children. TG’s grant funds a third of this year’s program’s cost. Other supporters 
include the Moses Kimball Foundation, the Harold and Grace Upjohn Foundation, 
Kalamazoo Public Schools, the Howard Hughes Medical Institute, and the Mary 
Jane Underwood Stryker Institute for Service-Learning LaPlante Endowment. The 
program is administered by the Institute for Service-Learning. 
 

College Commits to Climate Neutral Campus

Kalamazoo College recently joined 347 other colleges and universities as a 
signatory to the American College & University Presidents Climate Commitment, a 
pledge by the institutions’ leaders to sharply reduce and eventually eliminate their 
emissions that contribute to climate change. Kalamazoo College is the second 
college in the State of Michigan to sign the document. President Wilson-Oyelaran 
has established a campus wide committee, chaired by Director of Facilities 
Management Paul Manstrom, which will create a comprehensive institutional action 
plan to move towards climate neutrality. In addition, in the short term, the College 
will require ENERGY STAR certification for products purchased by the university, 
continue its participation in the Recyclemania Waste Minimization competition, and 
launch a campaign to reduce campus waste currently going into landfills. These 
efforts build on ongoing commitments to sustainability, including the College’s 
nationally recognized recycling program, the anticipated silver level LEED 
(Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) certification for the renovation of 
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the College’s student center, and the “Farms to ‘K’,” a program administered through 
the College’s Mary Jane Underwood Stryker Institute of Service-Learning. The 
program promotes local sustainable agriculture and the use of locally grown food in 
the College’s food services operation, one beneficial effect of which is reduction in 
transportation emissions. For her work on this program, Kalamazoo College student 
Holly Anderson was one of five students in the United States to receive the 2007 
Howard R. Swearer Student Humanitarian Award. 
 

Eureka! And Confirmation 

Many know the exclamation: “I wouldn’t have believed it if I hadn’t seen it.” But 
careful researchers guard against the reverse—“I wouldn’t have seen it if I hadn’t 
believed it”—with confirmatory studies. Such studies are particularly important when 
the results of an initial study are compelling enough to provoke a EUREKA! 
response. Such was the case when Kalamazoo College students (members of the 
Class of 2006) first took the Collegiate Learning Assessment, a direct measure of 
the effect of specific four-year undergraduate experiences on students’ development 
of critical thinking, reasoning, problem solving, and writing—the skills one seeks 
from the college experience. The test accounts for the quality of the students (based 
on their college entrance exam scores) thereby isolating the effect of particular 
undergraduate curriculums. Our students' performance on that first test showed that 
the Kalamazoo College learning experience adds value well above expected to the 
development of the higher order thinking skills college should develop. In fact, in the 
initial CLA, a direct measure of educational outcomes, Kalamazoo College placed in 
the top 2.6 percent of the 113 institutions that participated. Fast forward a year: on 
August 10, 2007, the College learned the results of its second CLA test (members of 
the Class of 2007). According to Paul Sotherland, Biology, the results of this second 
test confirm the first. “Our seniors this year performed essentially the same as our 
seniors last year, scoring in the 10th decile, better than 90 percent of seniors at 
other institutions,” said Sotherland. “This year’s data show that last year’s were not a 
“fluke” of having a bunch of particularly good students, from a particularly good 
class, take and blow the top off the CLA. I’ve always believed—and seen—that 
Kalamazoo College is doing something very effective for the development of higher 
order thinking skills. Now I know my seeing is not a matter of my believing, and 
that’s exciting!” 
 

Fulbright Five (and More)

Five Kalamazoo College graduates have received Fulbright U.S. Student 
Scholarships. Each will travel abroad for the 2007-2008 academic year and be one 
of more than 1,300 U.S. citizens using a Fulbright to study abroad this year. 
Nathaniel Krefman ’06 will study biology in Spain; Megan Martin ’00 will travel to 
Mexico to study communications. Rachael Rehberg ’07 and Kyle Hartwell ’07 will 
focus their year of postgraduate study abroad on the subject of teaching English as 
a foreign language, and they will do this work in Germany. Emily Cornwell '07 will 
study biology in Australia. Cornwell and Krefman earned their bachelor’s degrees in 
biology; Rehberg and Hartwell in German studies. Martin earned her bachelor’s 
degree in English. Fulbright scholars are selected on the basis of academic or 
professional achievement and demonstrated leadership potential in their fields. The 
program is sponsored by the U.S. Department of State. Two other members of the 
Class of 2007 will study abroad during the upcoming academic year, supported by 
German University Fellowships. Kim Carsok will study at the Friedrich-Alexander-
Universität-Erlangen-Nürnberg, and Peter Schneider will study at the University of 
Bonn. 
 

Assessment Leaders

Assessing the effect of a college education on the development of the skills and 
habits of mind for which people attend college has been identified as a top priority by 
the U.S. Commission on the Future of Higher Education. Among other factors, 
globalization is expanding competition in a knowledge-based economy and the cost 
of college is too high not to know what works best for developing critical thinking, 
analytical reasoning, and effective writing. Through a grant from the Teagle 
Foundation, Kalamazoo College is taking a leadership role in assessment, and this 
leadership is evident in a paper, “Multiple Drafts of a College’s Narrative,” published 
in Peer Review (Spring 2007, Vol. 9, No. 2). Authors Paul Sotherland, biology; Anne 
Dueweke, institutional research; Kiran Cunningham, anthropology; and Bob 
Grossman, psychology; present results of an ongoing analysis of factors influencing 
the performance of Kalamazoo College students on the Collegiate Learning 
Assessment (CLA). Kalamazoo College seniors performed very well on the CLA. 
Their performance, when compared with that of first-year students, showed an 
exceptionally high value added by a Kalamazoo College education to the 
development of critical thinking, analytical reasoning, and writing. In fact, the value 
added was in the “well above expected” range, along with two other institutions of 
the 113 that administered the CLA in 2005-2006. The ongoing analysis described in 
this paper suggests some of the Kalamazoo College undergraduate experiences 
responsible for the “value-added” effect and prompts tantalizing questions about 
what the College can do to maximize and broaden this effect to all students. 
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People in the News  
 
Olga Bonfiglio, Education, published an article in CommonDreams.org on a recent Kalamazoo visit by longtime 
political activist Tom Hayden. You can read the article here. 

In May, Siu-Lan Tan, Psychology, will give three presentations at the 20th convention for the Association for 
Psychological Science. The titles are "Source of Diegetic or Non-Diegetic Film Music Affects Viewers' Interpretations of 
Film" (Siu-Lan Tan, Matthew Spackman, and Elizabeth Wakefield); "Teaching Innovation: Preparation of a 
Supplementary Text by a Class for Future Courses" (Siu-Lan Tan and Clay Garnett); and "Where do We Go From 
Here?: Problem-Finding and the Psychology Curriculum" (Paul Jeffries and Siu-Lan Tan). Wakefield and Garnett are 
seniors who will graduate in June. In August, Tan will give an invited research paper at the 10th International 
Conference for Music Perception and Cognition at Hokkaido University (Sapporo, Japan). Her topic is the effects of 
music in multimedia, and she will be joined by colleagues with whom she is writing a book on that subject.

Amy Elman, Political Science, was invited by the Miami European Union Center for Excellence at Florida International 
University to present her work, "Intersectionality, Inequality, and European Union (EU) Law." Elman discussed the 
EU's expanded definition of illegal discrimination and asked if it confronts the manifold dimensions of inequality that 
women experience. The assertion that women are not a monolithic group may now be common, but what (if any) are 
the material implications of this insight? In addition to presenting her own work, Professor Elman also served as a 
discussant for an international conference panel on "Third Country Migrants in the EU."

Di Seuss, English, had four new poems taken by Poemeleon: A Journal of Poetry, which is doing a special issue on 
the persona poem. The titles of the four poems are: "hey pauly," "what Marge would say if she'd lived to say it," "the 
Lee girls had it bad," and "nothing lasts for long here." The four poems are part of a series of 30 poems Di wrote last 
summer after taking her mother's oral history about her upbringing in a small village south of Kalamazoo. In older 
news, Di had works published in four magazines. The North American Review accepted her poem "I dreamed I was a 
Madame." The Alaska Quarterly Review accepted her poem "The Way a Dog Meets the Day." Taiga will feature her 
poem "my boyfriends." And Brevity will publish her creative nonfiction piece titled "you like it, don't you, you like it hard 
and cold."

Laura Furge, Chemistry, was recently named to the Editorial Board of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology Education, 
a journal of the International Union of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology that is "devoted to the publication of news, 
reviews and original papers with the object of improving the teaching of biochemistry and molecular biology to students 
at all levels of education." The journal editors are Donald and Judith Voet, authors of one of the most popular 
undergraduate textbooks in biochemistry and leaders in biochemical education.

Hannah McKinney, Economics, was as a panelist in a discussion titled "Civility in the Political Arena" in March. Panel 
members will explored the erosion of civility in the media and in people's personal lives and suggestedt ways to 
encourage civility. McKinney was an invited speaker at the 3rd annual National Summit on Equitable Development, 
Social Justice, and Smart Growth. The conference occured in New Orleans and included some 1,500 governmental 
leaders, policy makers, activists, and academics. McKinney took part in a conversation of elected officials that focused 
on the special challenges faced by smaller cities. She then attended the National League of Cities' (NLC) 
Congressional Cities Conference. There she moderated a discussion between Ken Wade, CEO of NeighborWorks, 
Inc., a national community development organization, and other elected officials who serve as leaders of various NLC 
committees. She also presided over a meeting of the Equity and Opportunity Panel, during which she facilitated a 
discussion between city officials on how they can best cope with the waves of foreclosures facing Americans Cities.

Professor Emeritus (English) Hal Harris and his former student Katie (Francher) Enggass ’78, who lives in New 
Mexico, have not allowed distance to diminish their enduring literary-learning relationship. For some dozen years 
Enggass has sent Professor Harris her short stories for his review comment. “She’s a first-rate writer practicing a 
difficult genre,” said Harris. Recently, the two switched roles when Harris sent Enggass his one-act play, “Deena and 
Jimmy”—which recently enjoyed a public reading at the Kalamazoo Public Library. “I sent it to Katie so that she could 
critique it and she did a great job,” said Harris. “By incorporating practically all of her suggested changes I feel that I 
have strengthened considerably what I hoped was already an excellent play. I wonder just how common is this kind of 
reciprocity between a retired professor and his one-time student.” 

The Corporation for National and Community Service named Kalamazoo College to the President’s Higher 
Education Community Service Honor Roll with Distinction for exemplary service efforts and service to 
disadvantaged youth. The Community Service Honor Roll is the highest federal recognition a school can achieve for its 
commitment to service-learning and civic engagement. Said Alison Geist, Director of the Mary Jane Underwood 
Stryker Institute for Service-Learning, “I'm particularly proud of the quality, scope and breadth of our work, including 
the complex and various ways faculty and students both have embraced civic engagement. Half of our student body 
and a quarter of our faculty are involved in learning with the community. I'm pleased with the extent to which our 
community work is embedded in academic learning and makes use of structured reflection,” she added. “This allows 
students to test theory in practice. And our efforts go far beyond what I call ‘thin volunteerism.’ Instead we incorporate 
a social justice orientation that is the product of real, ongoing relationships combined with critical thinking. That 
orientation reflects our commitment to global citizenship.” 

Donut Day, a documentary by Dhera Strauss, Art and Information Services, was accepted into the East Lansing 
(Mich.) Film Festival, Lake Michigan Film Competition. The documentary premiered in April 2007, and continues to be 
shown in the area. For more information check out the website, donutdaydoc.com. 

Two February exhibitions featured the work of Sarah Lindley, Art. Her solo exhibition, "Abandon," based on the 
Plainwell Paper Mill, was displayed in the Arts Council Gallery at the Epic Center in downtown Kalamazoo. The second 
exhibition, "Shifting Scale," was a joint exhibition with her husband, sculptor Norwood Viviano. The show featured two 
bodies of work based on Dutch Cabinet Houses and Italian Immigrant heirlooms and was on display at the University 
Art Gallery on Grand Valley State University's Allendale campus in February and March.

Regina Stevens-Truss, Chemistry, published a paper, "Instilling Civic Engagement as Early as in Introductory 
Chemistry While Teaching Experimental Design," in the newsletter for biochemists, Enzymatic: The Newsletter of the 
Undergraduate Affiliate Network of ASBMB (2007, 4 (3): 11-13). The paper describes the service-learning character of 
her Introductory Chemistry II course, in which students design and implement an experiment that gets them thinking 
about various course conceptsand how they relate to everyday phenomena. The experiment must be designed using 
reagents commonly available in a grocery store. The work often represents the first time students have been asked to 
think about chemical concepts in an integrated way. Moreover, the students must take their design, or some portion of 
it, and teach the concept and do the experiment with students at a local elementary school. Her paper notes the high 
degree to which the service-learning project has involved Kalamazoo College students in the local community.

Richard Koenig, Art, has a current one-person exhibit at the South Bend Regional Museum of Art. The show began 
March 15 and runs through May 18. Richard is part of "Focus: Three One-Person Exhibitions" at the Gwen Frostic 
School of Art, Albertine Monroe-Brown Gallery, College of Fine Arts, Western Michigan University. The exhibit runs 
from April 24 through August 1 at the Richmond Center for Visual Arts. Richard was one of six nationally and 
internationally known artists in the exhibition In and Out of Place, which showed early this year at the Indiana State 
University Art Gallery (Terra Haute). 

Jan Tobochnik, Dow Distinguished Professor of Natural Science and Interim Provost, has been chosen by the editors 
of American Physical Society journals as one of the inaugural group of 534 Outstanding Referees. These journals 
have about 42,000 referees in all. Tobochnik's reports and advice have helped to advance and diffuse the knowledge 
of physics while creating a resources that is invaluable to authors, researchers, students, and readers. Although most 
scientists understand that participation as a referee is necessary for maintaining the integrity of the scientific 
enterprise, not all have given of their time and wisdom as generously as Tobochnik. .

David Barclay, History, was elected to the executive committee and nomination committee of the American Council of 
Learned Societies. ACLS is the umbrella organization for 66 academic associations (American Historical Association, 
American Economic Association, American Sociological Association, German Studies Association, Association of 
American Law Schools, etc.) with a combined total membership of about 300,000 individuals. 

Joe Brockington, Center for International Programs, is one of ten members of a Task Force on Institutional 
Management of Study Abroad. The task force has been organized by NAFSA: Asssociation of International Educators. 
It will recommend principles, values, and behaviors for senior campus administrators to consider as they develop 
policies and practices to guide the management of study abroad.
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