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Call and Promise:
Our New President,
Dr. Eileen Wilson-Oyelaran,
With Her Husband, Olasope

SUMMER 2005



SCIENTIST AND TEACHER
NAMED TO ENDOWED PROFESSORSHIP

D. BLAINE MOORE, PH.D. IS THE COLLEGE’S NEW HERBERT H. AND
GRACE A. DOW ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF BIOLOGY, A THREE-YEAR
APPOINTMENT.

To mark the honor, Dr. Moore gave a lecture titled "Molecular Scissors and the Etiology of
Alzheimer’s Disease" to the College community in early March. The address reflected Dr.
Moore’s research interest in the progression of diseases (such as Alzheimer’s disease) that
slowly destroy or incapacitate human brain cells. Dr. Moore involves many of his Kalamazoo
College students in the hands-on operation of his research. In his talk, Dr. Moore described the
association of Alzheimer’s disease with plaque and tangle lesions that affect brain cells (see
photo at left of amyloid plaques in the brain tissue of a person with Alzheimer’s disease). The

plaques result from an altered ratio of the cleavage products of a protein (amyloid-ß
precursor protein, or APP) for which two enzymes compete to be the "molecular
scissors." Understanding how this competition is regulated is an important goal of
Alzheimer’s disease research. That research may one day identify the molecules
that influence this competition (and thus the ratio of the cleavage products), and
then potential medicines might be designed to interact with those molecules in

order to shift the ratio and prevent the formation of plaques.



most important things about Kalamazoo College. Here I am far away from what was
once so familiar, and yet I can still read a magazine and feel inspired by the doings and
words of the people with whom I used to associate.

Here in Korea I have been fortunate that some of my Kalamazoo College connec-
tions are far more direct than through a magazine. I have met with my classmate Nora
Hauk several times. She is a Fulbright fellow working in Korea. Our meetings have been
so wonderful because we share a particular undergraduate history, one that sends so
many of us on journeys throughout the world that the chances we shall meet in far-flung
places after graduation are simply greater. The newness of this country is exciting, but
having an old friend with whom to share that excitement is refreshing. In fact that
sharing helps enable our deeper and more meaningful explorations of the culture. I have
also met with Max Cherem (another Fulbright fellow currently living in Nepal) and Liza
Bilby (currently living in China). During my Christmas break I saw Mike Glista and
several other Kalamazoo College students on their study abroad experience in Thailand.
Through e-mail I have remained in contact with several other Kalamazoo College connec-
tions too.

Perhaps I have thought about my school since commencement more often than I
have realized. The truth is that my experience there has brought me many lasting
benefits that continue to enhance my present life. I have made connections likely to last
a lifetime, and I hope throughout
life I will occasionally take the
time to appreciate the origin of
those connections, Kalamazoo
College.

Kalamazoo College is a
place of potential, a breeding
ground for ideas that inspire
discussion and action. I think of
Kalamazoo College as a verb
more than a noun. I think of all
my classmates who are out there
trying new challenging things because they were prepared for that by their Kalamazoo
College experiences, each one unique. Now that I am an alumna I realize that my
Kalamazoo College education is more than ever a resource. I am looking for a job for the
fall, and the first place I turned was the Kalamazoo College alumni Web site, which
already has provided several promising options.

For me Kalamazoo College is, first and foremost, an experience that provides skills
and tools needed for a lifetime of growth and, secondly, a resource that will always give
to me connections and ideas.

’m on a crowded subway in
Seoul, South Korea, a journey I

make twice a week to meet a busi-
nessman to teach him English.
The trip is about 40 minutes, but
this time I have remembered to
bring the LuxEsto my mother
thoughtfully mailed to me.
I open up the magazine with an
anticipation that surprises me. I
haven't thought much about my
school since I graduated in June

2004, but suddenly I really miss it and I am hoping
that reading the magazine will give me a sense of
home. Because of that hope I decide to read the
magazine straight through, and thus one of the first
things I read is a call for essays. I pretty much ignore
that, and move on to the next article.

But the questions in the essay entreaty linger in
my mind and suddenly it comes to me that I want to
answer them. Why is Kalamazoo College important?
What does it mean? At first these questions seem too
large and vague for concrete consideration. But then
I simply reword them—Why does Kalamazoo College
matter to me? Has it continued to affect my post-
graduate life? How will it influence my decisions in
the future?—and the answers are clear.

After I graduated I found a job in Seoul teaching
English to kindergarteners and elementary school
students. The work has been both incredibly chal-
lenging and rewarding, and I have grown to truly love
this unique country.

I think about these past eight months as I read
some more articles, particularly the letter from
Bernard Palchick and the story on Mario Anton.
Reading about them does connect me to my school
because I know these people! I talked with them and
can see them in my mind. It is this sense of a con-
nection with people that endures long beyond the
physical presence we once shared that is one of the
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THE FIRST SUBMISSION TO THE KALAMAZOO COLLEGE
ESSAY CONTEST. WE HOPE MANY MORE WILL FOLLOW.

Michelle Harburg (middle) sits with some of her students and her
supervising teacher.
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Place and Story:

Kalamazoo College’s new president, Dr. Eileen Wilson-Oyelaran, moved into
Hodge House last month. The power of her leadership is a matter of place and
story, and she shares insights on that triumvirate (leadership, place, and story)
in the article on page 6. Nor is she the only remarkable person in her extraordi-
nary family. The summer issue also offers a glimpse into the character of her
husband, Dr. Olasope Oyelaran.

Features
15 Sea la Luz
This issue’s "College history" piece tells the story of 1918 graduate Dora DeMoulin, whose work as a missionary
teacher in Nicaragua is evident today.

18 Good Judgement
Judge Gerald E. Rosen ’73 was nominated by President George H.W. Bush to the U.S. District Court for the Eastern
District of Michigan in 1988 and invested in 1990 to become one of the youngest federal judges in the country.
During his years on the federal bench he has addressed some of the most controversial and significant issues before
the federal courts—never more so than now.

22 Camel Hump and Vapor Trail
Institutional researcher Anne Dueweke ’84 considers the ups-and-downs (mostly ups) of the number of Kalamazoo
College graduates that earn doctorate degrees and uncovers the role of the Kalamazoo Plan in this phenomenon.

26 Star Writing
The current work-in-progress of amateur playwright Chris Magnuson Frederickson ’68 focuses on two 17th-century
European astronomers.

28 Doctors in Training, Here and There
Michael Howe and Jessica Foley, graduates of the Class of 2003, are in medical school studying to be physicians.
Based on their undergraduate experiences, they have diagnosed the learning potential of study abroad and applied
that prescription to their medical education.

Plus distinguished faculty; the Lucasse teaching award winner; readers’ letters on various subjects; Lisa Kron’s
Well, some cool alumni events, lots of class notes; the very first submission to the College’s essay contest,
and more.

Departments
12 Notables
33 Alumni Pages
37 Class Notes

CORRECTIONS
We misspelled the name of Bob Urschalitz in the Winter issue of LuxEsto.
Andy Dominianni '94 and Erin (Miller) Dominianni '95 have a daughter. Her name is Riley.
We failed to correct a typo/misspelling of France in a caption on page 9 of the Spring issue.

Opinions expressed herein to not necessarily represent the views of Kalamazoo College or the editors. LuxEsto (ISSN 1526-7997) is published
quarterly by Kalamazoo College, 1200 Academy Street, Kalamazoo, MI 49006-3295 USA.
Printed in the United States of America. Periodicals postage paid at Kalamazoo, Michigan, and at additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Please send address changes to LuxEsto, Kalamazoo College, 1200 Academy Street, Kalamazoo, MI 49006.

WHAT'S HAPPENING ON CAMPUS?
Planning a visit to Kalamazoo College? Check the Kalamazoo College news web site for the latest information about campus events. Calendar
listings are regularly updated at http://www.kzoo.edu/pr/calevent/index.html

Summer ’05
LuxEsto is based on the College's official motto, Lux esto, "be light," or "let there be light."
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Kalamazoo College
graduates are often
the most credible

references on
the College for

prospective
students. A colleague
in Admission shared
with LuxEsto a letter
that Carrie (Graveel)
Diegel ’96 wrote to a
high school student

considering
Kalamazoo College

for its science
education and

athletics. We reprint
the letter with

Carrie’s permission.

am very proud to be an alumna and former athlete from Kalamazoo College.
I heard from Jeanne Hess (a friend and former coach) that you are a recruit for

the Kalamazoo College volleyball team and may have some questions about the
team, the science programs, and life at "K" in general. Just so you know who I am, I
grew up in Climax-Scotts and went to Kalamazoo College as a chemistry major. Even
though I majored in chemistry, I also took quite a few courses of upper-level biology
because I knew I would take that career path in graduate school. Two years ago I
completed my Ph.D. in cellular and molecular biology at the University of Wisconsin,
and I am currently doing my postdoctoral research in oncology at the Van Andel
Research Institute in Grand Rapids.

While I was at Kalamazoo College, I played basketball for four years and still
had time to do three internships (including my Senior Individualized Project) as well
as study abroad in Germany. I can’t say enough good things about my college experi-
ence, and my best friends today remain my teammates from Kalamazoo College—in
fact, I married one teammate’s brother just a year ago.

From our basketball team (which included four volleyball players) we can claim
two Ph.D. researchers; a physician; a veterinarian; two epidemiologists; a lawyer;
three teachers (one of whom works in Japan); a physical therapist; a clinical psychol-
ogist; and an optometrist.*

I would love to answer any questions you have about life at Kalamazoo College
(social, academic, and athletic) and it may be easier to talk on the phone. So, if you
would like to, please contact me. And let your parents know that they are welcome to
get in touch we me as well. Good luck on your decision. I know it’s difficult.

Carrie (Graveel) Diegel ’96, Ph.D.

*The names of the basketball teammates Carrie mentioned in her letter follow.
Counting Carrie, Allison (Waldenstrom) Ortigosa is the second Ph.D. researcher; she
works at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Sara (Musser) Kreckman M.D. is
a physician in Wisconsin. DVM Rachel (Greenwald) Starr practices veterinary
medicine in Michigan. The epidemiologists are Amy Latham and Robin Fullman. Amy
works in Battle Creek, Mich.; Robin in San Francisco, Calif. Jennifer (Stefanski)
O’Guinn practices law in Ohio. Mary Helen Diegel, Beth (Burgess) Imbuzeiro, and
Kathy (Quinney) Walker are the teachers. Mary Helen has taught in South Africa and
currently teaches and coaches in Michigan. Beth teaches in Japan. Kathy teaches in
California. Amber (Wujek) Yampolsky is a physical therapist in Florida. Carrie Sheets
is completing her Ph.D. in clinical psychology at the University of Pittsburgh. And
Lesley (Beebe) Longsworth is an optometrist in Michigan.

I
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Dear Editor:

As a Kalamazoo College alumna, and a fellow provider
of treatment services to sexual offenders, I applaud
LuxEsto for bringing attention to the field of sexual
offender treatment. I myself supervise a residential
program for sexually offending males, ages 16-20. I
agree wholeheartedly with many of the article's main
points regarding the treatment of sexual offenders, such
as the use of relapse prevention strategies, caring con-
frontation, and community supervision. However, I feel I
must comment on the article's description of Mr. Iovino's
practice of allowing clients to contact him by phone
"24/7". Although President Hicks' "open door policy"
was doubtless valuable to many Kalamazoo College
students, a policy of allowing sexual offenders unlimited
phone access to their therapist is not by any means
standard practice in our field. In fact, the Association
for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers, in its ethical
standards, specifically counsels against initiating
"multiple relationships" with clients. Although making
oneself available to clients "24/7" as the article states
does not specifically constitute such a multiple relation-
ship, it blurs the boundaries between counselor and
client, and may lead to a perception of such a multiple
relationship by a client. As many sexual offenders have
significant difficulty perceiving the boundaries of others,
it is especially important to their treatment to avoid
such possible confusion. Sharing personal information,
such as a phone number, may also put a counselor in
danger from clients predisposed to stalking behaviors.

I agree wholeheartedly with Mr. Iovino's statement
that the treatment of sexual offenders has come a long
way from the days when sexual offender treatment
tended to be highly confrontational in nature. We find
that positive regard for clients, mixed with firm bound-
aries around behaviors, as well as psychoeducational
and cognitive behavioral techniques, can be highly
effective in the treament of sexual abusers. Once again,
I thank LuxEsto for sharing information with its readers
on an area of counseling that I feel is extremely
important to community safety.

Jamie Kozma ’94, MSEd, LCPC, LPHA

Dear Editor:

In the winter edition of LuxEsto, Connie (Peck) Reps wrote that it was disappointing that
nobody from her class wrote. Okay, here is a letter from a graduate of that ancient age.
The foreign study programs, which today are a feature of Kalamazoo College, did not exist
in our time, so learning and adventure travel has been an "as, if-and-when" affair, not
possible for me until after retirement.

I took my first trip outside the U.S. at the age of 67. Following easy trips to Costa
Rica, Scotland, and England, I hiked and camped for three weeks in the Himalayas. I
camped in the Royal Bardia Preserve in the Terai, where with a ranger I hiked through the
jungle, rode an elephant across the savanna, and rafted down the Karnali and Trisuli
Rivers. I’ve stayed in lodges in the Amazon and Pantanal, hiked several hundred miles
along the coastal cliffs of Dorset and Cornwall, walked Offa’s Dyke and a small section of
the trail along Hadrian’s Wall, and bicycled through East Anglia. In Ireland I hiked around
the Beara peninsula; in France across Provence; and in Switzerland and Austria through
the mountains. I hiked as best I could in the "nature island" of Dominique, but it is so
little changed from the time Columbus sailed past that hiking pretty much amounts to
bushwhacking. Once, with a letter in my pocket from an obscure newspaper claiming I
was on assignment as a journalist, I spent two weeks in Cuba. And I did write some
articles. Except for a few occasions (the Himalayas, Peru, the Amazon, and Kenya), I
travel and hike alone or with a friend, from B&B to B&B or campsite to campsite. I have
carefully avoided London, Paris, Rome, and other large cities.

About nine years ago I went on a "home stay" program with ElderHostel. I lived with
a Mexican family in Chiapas. We "clicked" and I am now "family." We exchange semi-
annual visits and I am included in all family events; the most recent was a quinceanos. I
have had the wonderful opportunity to see southern Mexico as a tourist rarely does. I
traveled the Routa Maya (Chichen Itza, Palenque, and Uxmal) of course, but also visited
Bonampak (of the fabulous murals) and the remote and beautiful Yaxchilan, both nearly
tourist-free because of their difficult access. I also visited a dozen less well-known
Mayan locations. Tuxtla has its own festival of the Black Virgin of Guadalupe; nearby
Chapa de Corzo holds festivities for Saint Sebastian. My family inherited a statue of San
Miquel to which Chiapanecans pilgrim once a year to pray, some from as far away as
several hundred miles. I was in San Cristobal during part of the Zapatista activity. I drove
around trees felled by the Zapatistas to block the roads and endured gunpoint searches
of the truck for contraband. I’ve been a guest in several Mayan homes. In addition to
public museums in Mexico City, Villahermosa, and Oaxaca, I’ve enjoyed access to a few
semi-restricted ones, including Na-Bolom.

I’m 83. In the past three years I have tramped around Machu Picchu and climbed to
the 10,000-foot level of the mountains near Angangueo in order to see the 60 million
Eastern Monarch butterflies that winter there in the Oyamel fir trees. I have camped in
the dunes along Sant Magdelana Bay, spending the days in a small boat among the
hundreds of California gray whales, which calve and breed there each winter. From a hut
in the Lacandon rain forest, a Mayan resident led me to a tiny ruin that he said had been
discovered no more than a few weeks earlier. I have gone on a photographic safari in
Kenya, traveled throughout Spain, and continued visits with my Mexican family in
Chiapas. One of my "brothers" and I toured Guatemala together. Closer to home, I have
hiked in Quebec and Vermont and backpacked in the High Sierras.

Birthday 84 will be spent in Morocco, with Patagonia on hold for now. Gee, I wish
Kalamazoo College had had foreign study when I was a student there.

Charles Haner ’43
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Professor of Psychology Robert Grossman received the
Florence J. Lucasse Lectureship for Excellence in Teaching
for the 2004-2005 academic year. He was feted for this honor
at a dinner and lecture that occurred on February 9. Robert
Batsell, the Kurt D. Kaufman Associate Professor of
Psychology and the current department head, gave the
recognition remarks, which are reprinted below.

"Sometimes a specific class can provide the identity for an entire
department. During the past 25 years, ‘Abnormal Psychology’ has been one
such class. Current students use it as a standard by which to compare their
other psychology classes; alumni recount how lessons learned in that class
help them in their current jobs. The impact of this class is partially attribut-
able to the fascinating subject material, but its enduring power derives
primarily from the gifted teaching of Robert Grossman. Recent student comments include the following:
‘I’ve never worked so hard in my life, but I gained so much from it;’ and ‘That course really opened my
eyes to understanding myself and certain behaviors I have; Dr. Grossman has rubbed off on me and I find
myself becoming really detailed and thorough.’

"Although such comments provide evidence of Bob’s immediate success in the classroom, a better
measure of his influence on his students is found in the comments provided by graduates who have a
number of years to reflect on their academic experiences. In the department’s recent survey of its alumni
Bob Grossman was praised for his teaching more than any other professor who has passed through this
department during the past 20 years. ‘I want to state in no qualified terms that proximity to Dr. Grossman
through classes and teaching assistantships changed my life,’ reported one graduate. ‘In several years of
further graduate education I have yet to find a class that was as rigorous or as compelling as his
Abnormal Psychology class. Currently I receive high marks in the courses I teach, and I realize every time I
get student feedback that I owe any skill at teaching that I have to the sponsorship of Dr. Grossman.’

"Bob’s commitment to teaching both inside and outside of the classroom has had a tremendous
influence on students. Their comments identify the core components of his classroom effectiveness. First,
he provides a model of intellectual curiosity that students respect and embrace. Second, he teaches
lessons that transcend the Kalamazoo College classroom and help graduates throughout their lives. Third,
because of Bob’s clinical psychology training he treats students with a particular respect. When he helps
them with an academic setback, such as a failed assignment, he teaches them how to overcome similar
problems in the future. Fourth, he inspires students to set new standards in their academic endeavors. A
close look at Bob’s methods reveals a deeper plan to achieve personal growth along with an intellectual
transformation.

"Bob’s intellectual passion is improving his pedagogy. He is innovative in his approach and generous
in sharing this information with colleagues. In recent years Bob has been a featured speaker at both the
Lilly Teaching Conference and the Chautauqua program, where he has delivered workshops on a variety of
topics including unintentional racism, hidden transformations in the classroom, and the case study
approach. He has published his work on these topics in a number of teaching publications and Web sites.

"Professor Grossman is a consummate teacher. His commitment to teaching is expressed through
his interactions with students and his work in the pedagogy of teaching. Never content to do variations on
an old theme, he is always trying new things, exploring, questioning, and expanding his array of teaching
techniques. He is always eager to learn from all of his colleagues. And he reminds us all—students and
colleagues alike—that good teachers never stop learning, adapting, and growing."

Bob Grossman (standing)
and former psychology
department colleagues
Berne Jacobs (left) and
Lonnie Supnik.

ON THE QUAD
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ON THE QUAD

THE POWER OF
PLACE AND STORYPLACE AND STORY

"We 
must 
tell 
our 

story 
of 

transforming
lives." 

he red brick buildings, the grand white colonnades, the front steps leading down to a cobblestone
road called Academy Street—these are uncannily similar at Kalamazoo College and Salem College. Dr.

Wilson-Oyelaran won't even have to change addresses. Her office was and is on Academy Street.
There is this difference: on the door of her office at Salem College (Winston-Salem, North Carolina), the
plaque reads: Vice President and Dean of the College; on the door of her office in Mandelle Hall at
Kalamazoo College, the plaque reads: President.

On December 11, 2004, the Board of Trustees of Kalamazoo College unanimously elected Dr. Wilson-
Oyelaran the 17th president, the first woman president, and the first African-American president, of
Kalamazoo College. She moved to the Academy Street office at Kalamazoo College last month.

"From one great place to another great place," President Wilson-Oyelaran says. "The power of place,"
she muses…and her thoughts veer towards making connections and crossing borders, and to the manner
in which education allows us to transcend our personal boundaries.

It may be that the similarities of these two places—Kalamazoo College and Salem College—in the
life and career of Dr. Wilson-Oyelaran far outweigh the differences. Like Kalamazoo, Salem College is a
small, residential liberal arts college, founded when the country itself was a nascent experiment. Like the
Kalamazoo Plan, which integrates rigorous academics, career development programs, study abroad, and a
senior individualized project, Salem College has its “Salem Signature Program,” a four-year leadership
program that incorporates service learning, internships, and critical examination of self and society. Both
schools give top priority to teaching their students to become critical thinkers and lifelong learners, and
both encourage them never to be limited by the border of any one place.

Our new President sees the similarities: "Kalamazoo College and Salem share a deep commitment to
students that begins in the classroom and goes beyond it. What students learn is grounded in the
academic world, but valuable and practical in larger society. There is a significant focus on values, on
developing a global perspective, and on being a responsible citizen of an interconnected world
community."

Dr. Wilson-Oyelaran knows there comes a time to leave one's accustomed place and move forward, to
embrace change, and to seek new challenges. Kalamazoo College was that place and that challenge. "I
am drawn to Kalamazoo College for many reasons," she says, "but I am most intrigued by the College’s
desire to develop a culture and climate in which internationalism, multiculturalism, and diversity flourish.
I am also drawn to the commitment of Kalamazoo College to community and to the highest ethical
standards, respect for all persons, and leadership with integrity. These are the values that resonate
deeply with me. They are what I hope others would say my life has been about." Trustees, alumni, faculty,
staff, and students, individually and in groups, have met with the new president, and they agree: the fit
is right. 

Education has always been Dr. Wilson-Oyelaran’s passport to move from one good place to another.
"I grew up in a family that placed great importance on education," she says of her childhood in southern

T
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California, where her parents, Welford and Juanita Wilson, raised her and
her sister Carol and brother Welford III. "We were privileged to go to
primary schools where our teachers demanded that we meet their highest
expectations. These educators remained in contact with us through our
college years, like members of our family, guiding our way." 

Born in Los Angeles, Dr. Wilson-Oyelaran earned her B.A. in sociology
from Pomona College, and an M.A. and Ph.D. in education from the
Claremont Graduate University.  After completing her doctoral work in
childhood development and early childhood education, she accepted her
first academic position at the University of Ife (now Obafemi Awolowo
University) in Nigeria where she began teaching in the department of
education. The University of Ife would be her home for the next 14 years.
By 1982, she was chairperson of the newly created department of psy-
chology, a position she held for five years. While in Nigeria Dr. Wilson-
Oyelaran also served as consultant for UNICEF (Nigeria) in the area of
early childhood development.  Returning to the United States in 1988, she
was appointed visiting scholar in education at North Carolina Wesleyan
College.  She left Wesleyan to serve as associate professor and chair of
the department of education at Winston-Salem State University. In 1995,
she became Dean of the College at Salem College, and rose to the

position of Vice President and Dean of the College for Salem Academy and
College. She served as acting president of the institution from November
2003 to March 2004, during the sabbatical of Salem's president Julianne
Still Thrift. Her dedication to excellence in education has led her to
Kalamazoo College, her new home.

Our President’s appreciation for the power of cross-cultural study
and her commitment to foster a more international focus on college
campuses and within the curriculum are a direct consequence of her
experience studying abroad and working as a faculty member in Nigeria.
Her initial study abroad experience, she smiles, was only a partial stretch
of her comfort zone. She chose England "because I spoke the language."
But the experience was a critical one. Dr. Wilson-Oyelaran’s work in
London, which focused on the education of immigrant children from West
Africa, South Africa, and the Caribbean, determined her lifelong scholarly
interest in child development and multicultural education.

"The experience was transformative," she says. "I left England
committed to understanding a wider world, fascinated with the notion of
the African diaspora, and determined to travel and study abroad more
extensively."

Dr. Wilson-Oyelaran decided that her next trip would be to Africa,
and that she would not allow language to be a barrier. Upon graduating
from Pomona College, she received a Thomas J. Watson Traveling

Fellowship that allowed her to spend 16 months
traveling and studying in Ghana, Nigeria, and
Tanzania, developing curriculum materials for
students in the United States. No less important
than this independent curriculum project were the
adventures she had coming to know the landscape
and the people. She took time to climb Mount
Kilimanjaro in Kenya and to explore the Dogon
villages in Mali, West Africa.

For President Wilson-Oyelaran international
education and study abroad are a critical
component of educational excellence. "The world is
much more connected than it was 30 years ago,
when I first studied abroad," she observes. "It is

Main Hall on Academy
Street at Salem College
echoes Mandelle Hall on

Academy Street at
Kalamazoo College.

The Wilson Family, 1954. Left to right: Carol (older sister), Welford (father), Juanita (mother),
holding Welford III (brother, deceased), and Eileen. 
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important to send our students abroad and it is equally
important to build a diverse community on our campus. One
of my priorities for Kalamazoo College is to integrate more
consciously and deeply the experiences of students who
return from study abroad into the ethos on campus. An
equally compelling priority is to build a more inclusive
community here at Kalamazoo College.

"Our students will be called to lead in a world that has
grown smaller. We must prepare them to see the world from
multiple perspectives including their own and those of others
whose cultures and life experiences will be vastly different."
As a child, our president recalls hearing Dr. Martin Luther
King speak. His words took root in her. "You can’t live the
dream if you don’t know it," she says. “Education should be
the means of knowing the dreams of others, a bridge that
helps build a more understanding and tolerant society.”
According to a recent article in the Winston-Salem Journal, Dr.
Wilson-Oyelaran has achieved a reputation as "a gentle
bridge builder," bringing individuals from diverse cultures
together to achieve a common goal. This is the legacy she
leaves in Winston-Salem and hopes to bring to Kalamazoo.

Dr. Wilson-Oyelaran’s awards and honors are legion. They
include the Kent Fellowship and the Ford Foundation National
Fellowship for graduate study; the Ada Mae Fitts Woman of
the Year, awarded to the most outstanding senior woman by
the Pomona College faculty; the Thomas J. Watson Traveling
Fellowship; the Claremont College’s Black Studies Center
Visionary Leadership Award; and the American Council on
Education Fellowship, one of the most prestigious leadership
training programs in higher education. She spent that fellowship year
working with the president and provost of Wake Forest University. In 1999
she was awarded the Gender Equity Architect Award by the American
Association of Colleges of Teacher Education in recognition of her work in
leadership development and mentoring young women and girls. In 2002
the Salvation Army honored her with the Strong, Smart, Bold Award in
recognition of her service to women and girls in Forsyth County, North

Carolina.  Last month she received the
Woman of Vision Award from the YWCA of
Forsyth County.

Dr. Wilson-Oyelaran looks forward to
providing leadership for Kalamazoo College
as it refines its vision of an outstanding
liberal arts education. Part of meeting this
challenge, she explains, means growing our
endowment. "If we are to be an inclusive
community we have to find ways to finance
any student who qualifies to come to
Kalamazoo College," she says. "If we are to
sustain an educational environment of out-
standing quality we must better compen-
sate the faculty and staff who work with our
students on a daily basis. Ten years from
now, I would like to see the resources and
the scholarships in place to ensure that we
can recruit the best faculty possible and we
can offer the privilege of a Kalamazoo
College education to any student who is
qualified."

Campus climate is one of several
issues about which Dr. Wilson-Oyelaran
hears a great deal from the Kalamazoo
College community as she walks the
campus and meets with students, faculty,
staff, and alumni. She is listening closely.
The strength of the College, she believes, is

determined not only by the excellence of its academic programs.
"Excellence emerges from our human resources," she says, "from those
who do the work each day that makes Kalamazoo College such a special
place. Our excellence also is reflected in our physical environment."

Feeling welcome is a function of place and community. "We must
ensure that the quality of life on campus, our sense of community, and
our physical space match the excellence of our academic heart. At

You can’t live the dream if you don’t know it...Education should be the 
means of knowing the dreams of others.

Dr. Wilson-Oyelaran travels by land (cattle truck) in
Mali during her Watson Fellowship, 1970.

(Below) Dr. Wilson-Oyelaran in formal Yoruba attire,
1980. 



LuxEsto Summer ’05 9

Kalamazoo College the authentic and vital engagement between a great
teacher and student is central to who we are. But Kalamazoo College also
needs a social heart that is achieved, in part, by providing inviting
campus spaces for students to gather and interact with each other. This,
too, is an important part of their educational experience."

Dr. Wilson-Oyelaran is concerned about the challenges that face
small, liberal arts colleges. "Colleges like Kalamazoo are losing their
share of the educational market. In 1953, 29 percent of all undergraduate
students attended small residential colleges. By 1993, that figure dropped
to only 9 percent. At a time when Division I sports and large universities
seem to be everything, we do not have the visibility or the immediate
appeal of these institutions. We lack the large numbers of alumni. Parents
and students are stunned by our costs. Today, more than 75 percent of all
full-time undergraduates attend a college or university that has tuition
costs less than $8,000 per academic year. Prospective students and their
parents want to know precisely what value will be added for the additional
dollars needed to attend a college like Kalamazoo.

"The entire Kalamazoo College community must do a better job
explaining the added value of a liberal arts education," adds our new
president. "In an era of rapid change, we must explain the crucial differ-
ence that a small residential liberal arts college offers: the preparation for
leadership and lifelong learning; the focus on the entire student—mind,
body and spirit; access to faculty who care deeply about teaching and
student learning; small classes; and individualized attention. Students
who attend colleges like Kalamazoo are more likely to graduate within four
years, and they are more likely to go on to complete advanced degrees. We
have the capability to transform lives." 

One of her roles as Kalamazoo College president is to be this story-
teller, but she plans to involve the entire College community. "Who better
to tell our story than those who have lived it? Our own students, especially
as they return from their study abroad, our recent graduates, and our
alumni can tell this story. Larger institutions are often 'branded' by their
sports teams, but it is up to us to 'brand' our college for its excellent edu-
cational value. Each time Kalamazoo students are in the community, we
must use the opportunity to tell our story. We particularly need to target
students in elementary and middle schools, so that when it is time for
them to consider college, they will think of Kalamazoo."

A proven leader,
President Wilson-
Oyelaran explains, "I
begin to know a place
and its people by
listening. Before deter-
mining a course of
action, I consult broadly,
listen carefully, review
all reliable data, and
consider alternative
possibilities. One of my
strengths is the
capacity to build
consensus among indi-
viduals who hold
differing perspectives
without closing off the
necessary, sometimes
difficult, conversations.
I am a strong proponent
of shared governance,
and I work always
towards a vision that is
jointly crafted. But when
difficult decisions must
be made, I can make
them." And President Wilson-Oyelaran looks forward to all that her new
position encompasses: leading, listening, visioning, fund raising, and
decision-making. "It makes for good work and interesting days," she says.

At the end of the day, Dr. Wilson-Oyelaran knows the value of rejuve-
nation. Her hands are full, she says, and there is much to do as she
makes this new good place her own. Her family is her joy and support—
husband Dr. Olasope Oyelaran, whom she fondly calls Sope (pronounced
Soh-pay), and their four adult children: Doyin, Oyinda, Salewa, Yinka.
Raising their family is one of their proudest achievements, but now the
home nest is empty—"but for the occasional returning child," she laughs.

The Oyelaran family in 1985. Top row, Doyin (eldest son) with
Sope; bottom row l-r, Salewa (youngest daughter), Eileen,
Oyinda (oldest daughter), and Yinka (youngest son). 

Who better to tell our story than those who have lived it?

(continued on page 10)
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In spite of a busy schedule, she makes time for yoga ("That time of day
is not to be touched"), reading ("Usually several books at once"), and,
however rarely, a television show or two ("I love British comedy"). Her
smile widens when she admits, "My favorite place in the universe is the
ocean—I love to body surf." 

But the workday holds great promise, and Monday is a day she
greets with enthusiasm at Kalamazoo College. When entering her new
office on Academy Street, this time in Michigan, she says simply, "I am
excited." She gazes out the window to the campus. "I am excited by all
that we can accomplish here together. Kalamazoo College is a great
institution with tremendous potential. I am here to open doors and build
bridges. Let us move forward together to realize the Kalamazoo College
we all imagine."

Dr. Wilson-Oyelaran does not hesitate a minute when you ask her
about success. "I am an old Girl Scout. I always try to leave a place
better than I found it."

I 
am 
an old
Girl
Scout.
I
always
try to
leave
a
place
better
than 
I 
found
it.

Dr. Wilson-Oyelaran and her 
husband Sope at the wedding of 
a niece in 1998.

Dr. Wilson-Oyelaran and Sope visit Sope’s younger brother, Adesoji Oyelaran with his
wife Mary, 2002.

NameName



LuxEsto Summer ’05 11

TalkTalk
December 2004

What’s in a name? For some of us, a
different sense of home.

Like the rest of the Kalamazoo College
community, I am filled with excitement at the
prospect of meeting our new "first family," Dr.
Eileen Wilson-Oyelaran and her husband,
Olasope Oyelaran, wishing to welcome them to
their new home. The announcement has gone out
to the College community: we have a new
president. Introductions have been made. A first
presidential speech has been given, and the
buzz is electric across the campus.

Taking a moment away from the many
introductions, Eileen and Olasope Oyelaran sit
down to lunch with a group of Kalamazoo College
employees. An open seat beside him, Olasope
nods to me to take it. "Call me Sope," he says.
“Soh-pay”, I repeat, trying out the pronunciation.

I extend my hand. "And mine is Zinta," and
our talk turns to our names—Sope and Zinta.
Along with nuances of speech and dialect,
unusual names are among the first clue that one
is far from home. Sope’s home is a Nigerian
village called Ajaawa, in Southwest Africa. My
home? –well, I am still looking. My ethnic roots
and one of my dual citizenships branch back to
Latvia, a small country on the Baltic Sea, but I
was born in the United States, daughter of two
World War II refugees escaping the Soviet Army.
My upbringing was firmly rooted in the Latvian
culture, and I attended private Latvian school on
weekends, and public school, where I learned
English, on weekdays. When I was fifteen, I made
my first trip overseas to feel the soil of my
ancestors’ home beneath my feet. The immediate
sense of coming home was powerful.

"And yet," I said to Sope, "I was simultane-
ously homesick for this country, too. Wherever I
am, I long for the place I am not."

Sope nodded and smiled warmly with
understanding. He and Eileen return to Nigeria
whenever the opportunity arises—about every
other year—and when it does not, "my family in
the village is well connected with cell phones,"
Sope chuckles.

His family, Sope tells me, is a tightly knit
and supportive network. "So close you can’t see
between them," he says. "I was born into a large
family, but not the kind of nuclear family as we
define it here in the United States. We were
many children raised by many mothers, fathers,
aunts, uncles, and cousins."

Sope’s family embraced education, even if
it meant leaving home. The "westernized" school
in Ajaawa was run by the Baptist church.
Children moved from grammar school in the
village to a "secondary school" in a larger
community. If exams were passed satisfactorily,
children moved on up to advanced schools
called "Sixth Form" or university. Sope passed
his exams, and he competed for scholarships
that could open for him the road to the United
States for further study.

"It was a very competitive program, and
only 23 students out of a pool of some 3,000
persons won the scholarships. I was among
them. I was the first from my family to study
overseas. But with my family’s support, nothing
could intimidate me. My grandfather’s sister
was a powerful force in my family, and she con-
sidered education to be ‘an intellectual
adventure.’ She encouraged me to go, learn,
return, and bring what I had learned back to
Ajaawa."

A short distance from Salem College and
Academy, where Eileen Wilson-Oyelaran was
Dean and Vice President, Olasope Oyelaran was
Director of International Programs and
associate professor of English at Winston-Salem
State University. He speaks four languages,
holds a Ph.D. in linguistics from Stanford
University, and, like his wife, is dedicated to
cross-cultural education.

"I was invited to return to Nigeria in 1970
to build an authentically African institution of
higher education," he says. After years of study
in the United States and in France, Sope
returned to Nigeria to establish a department of
African languages and literature, "thinking I
was home safe," as in unmarried, he chuckles.
"So many who had studied abroad came home

with wives from America or from Europe. I came
home alone."

Eileen, in Nigeria on the Thomas J. Watson
Traveling Fellowship, met Sope on his own
territory. They became close friends, and Eileen
visited his village and quickly befriended Sope’s
extended family there as well. "Everyone in the
village was talking about Eileen, Eileen, Eileen.
They all had fallen in love with Eileen," Sope
says, and soon he, too, came to see this
energetic and personable woman as far more
than a friend. The two were married in 1980,
and their intention was to build a life in Nigeria,
pursuing careers in education. But new opportu-
nities and the needs of Eileen’s aging parents
brought the couple and their four children to
North Carolina in 1988. 

March 2005
I again meet with Eileen and Sope, this

time in Winston-Salem. Sope brings me to his
office at Winston-Salem State University. The
Office of International Programs is small but
bustling with activity; photos are displayed from
many of the 43 countries where Winston-Salem
students study abroad. Sope has been a driving
force in establishing the university’s interna-
tional programs.

We are standing in the atrium of the
Winston-Salem State University’s C.G. O’Kelly
Library. Sope has brought me here to show me
two immense murals on the wall, painted by
John and James Biggers in the early 1990s (see
back cover). The murals represent an integra-
tion of knowledge from many academic disci-
plines: African mythology and folklore, mathe-
matics, science, literature, American history,
sociology, and religion. The murals are
stunning, and Sope is visibly moved by them.
Watching him observe them and listening to
him speak about them becomes, for me, a
window into Sope’s heart.

He opens international doors to his
students, and his own travels and studies fre-
quently take him across the globe. So I ask
Sope, "Where is home?" He smiles, then says:
"Nigeria will always be home. Someday, we hope
to return. But we go where there are new chal-
lenges to meet, where we can make a differ-
ence. We have done our work here in North
Carolina, and now it is time to meet a new
challenge. Eileen and I are very excited to be at
Kalamazoo College, and we are both eager to
make Kalamazoo our new home."

by Zinta Aistars
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ON THE QUAD NOTABLES
uring its March meeting, the Kalamazoo
College Board of Trustees granted tenure and

promoted to the rank of associate professor four
faculty members: Laura Lowe Furge, Chemistry;
Andrew Mozina, English; Regina Stevens-Truss,
Chemistry; and Guoqi Xu, History.

Laura (BA, biochemistry, Oberlin College;
PhD, biochemistry, Vanderbilt University) and
Regina (BA, biology, Rutgers University; PhD,
medicinal chemistry, University of Toledo) are
widely published and have received many scien-
tific honors. Laura focuses her research in
cancer and carcinogenesis. Regina seeks to
elucidate mechanisms of neurodegenerative
diseases. Both professors involve their under-
graduate students in their research projects.

Andy (BA, economics, Northwestern
University; MA, creative writing, Boston
University; MA and PhD, English language and
literature, Washington University) is an expert on
the writer Joseph Conrad and author of Joseph
Conrad and the Art of Sacrifice: The Evolution of
the Scapegoat Theme in Joseph Conrad's Fiction.
He has published numerous short stories, essays
and reviews. He is currently at work on a short
story collection (My Way of Crying) and a novel
(Contrary Motion). 

Guoqi (BA, history, Anhui Normal University;
MA, history, Nankai University; PhD, history,
Harvard University) is a widely published expert
on modern Chinese history. He is the author of
the book China and The Great War: China’s
Pursuit of a New
National 
Identity and
Internationalization
and co-author of
History of American
Foreign Policy,
1775-1989. He is
currently at work on
a book titled Sports
and China's
Internationalization:
1895-2001.

The board also approved tenure as College
Professor of Public Policy for William
Richardson. William (BA, history, Trinity College;
MBA and PhD, University of Chicago) is the
former president of Johns Hopkins University and
the former president and chief executive officer
of the W.K. Kellogg Foundation. He is nationally
known as an expert in U.S. health policy and
management, and he has written extensively on
that subject.

Ed Menta is more than just a great professor of
theatre arts; he also is a passionate fan of the
national pastime. As the latter, he published an
article titled "World Series 'What Might've
Beens'" in The Baseball Research Journal (#33,
2004). In the article, Menta uncovers the four
seven-game World Series (1975, 1982, 1985,
and 1987) that might have had different
outcomes had it not been for a key injury to one
player (Jim Rice, Boston Red Sox; Rollie Fingers,
Milwaukee Brewers; Vince Coleman, St. Louis
Cardinals; and Jack Clark, St. Louis Cardinals)
who had made significant contributions over a
full season but was forced to miss the entire fall
classic. Examples of Ed's theatre arts research
include the following: "Mushrooming," Healthy
Primates and Other Plays, Vanderbilt University
Press: July 2004; "Setting Up Family Tables: A
Journal of Participating in the La MaMa
International Directors Symposium," New
England Theatre Journal (Vol. 14, 2003); and
"Serban's Shakespeare Cycle: Spiritual Journeys
in Cymbeline, Taming of the Shrew, and
Merchant of Venice," Shakespeare Bulletin 21.2
(Spring/Summer 2003).

Wanda Viento, Student Development, published
two articles: the first was a research article on
the recruitment of lesbian, bisexual, gay, and
transgendered (LBGT) students at public
colleges published in the College and University
Journal; the second was a professional practice
article on engaging heterosexual privilege in
human rights work published in The Journal of
Intergroup Relations. Wanda also has had a

book chapter accepted for publication. The
chapter focuses on incorporating LBGT issues
into student affairs training programs. Wanda
presented a program at the national convention
of the American College Personnel Association in
Nashville on student affairs practices in New
Zealand.

Alison Geist, Mary Jane Underwood Stryker
Institute for Service-Learning, received the
Michigan Campus Compact (MCC) Faculty/Staff
Community Service-Learning Award, the highest
honor MCC bestows on faculty and staff in the
State of Michigan.The award recognizes Alison's
work with students, which results in student
engagement with community service and service
learning projects. Alison received her award
during a ceremony that was part of the Ninth
Annual Institute on Service-Learning.

College videographer Dhera Strauss, Art,
produced the very fine documentary Neighbors in
the Square, which was accepted into the presti-
gious East Lansing Film Festival. Dhera excels as
a teacher as well as videographer. The evidence?
The work of two of her students also was
accepted into the juried festival: senior Meghan
Kraley's Slam and junior Dan Blustein's Hands
of Glass.

Richard Koenig, Art, was one of 14 artists
featured in a new art exhibition at the Hellenic
Museum and Cultural Center in Chicago: "The Art
of Artist Statement." The opening reception
included a performance by the artist Pamela Z.
Artist statements are documents, usually
composed by the artist, that present the
intention or subject matter of the artists’ works
to the audience using the written word. Within
the arts community, the use of artist statements
is a contemporary debate. The art works in this
exhibit were focused on the subject of the artist
statement.

Dennis McCornac, Economics and Business, was
the feature interview of "Inner Sanctum," a

D
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component of Viet Nam News: The National
English Language Daily (December 5, 2004).
Dennis has been lecturing and teaching in Viet
Nam for 10 years. He lived in that country from
1998 to 2002. The interview focuses on past,
current, and future improvement of higher
education in economics and business in the
country. 

Karyn Boatwright, Psychology, co-authored two
chapters in a book recently published by the
American Psychological Association. With Ada
Sinacore she wrote "Student responses to
feminist psychology," which appears in Teaching
and Social Justice: Integrating Multicultural and
Feminist Theories in the Classroom. In the same
book appears "Integrating Multicultural and
Feminist Pedagogies: Personal Perspectives on
Positionality," which Karyn co-wrote with seven
other authors.

For the second consecutive year, Vaughn
Maatman, Student Development, chaired the
Senior Student Affairs Officers track at the
Association for Student Judicial Affairs (ASJA)
international conference. ASJA is the interna-
tional professional association for student
affairs deans with oversight of student conduct
and legal issues.

Les Tung, Music, was featured in solo recitals on
the Artist Series of two leading centers for early
music: The Harpsichord Center in Los Angeles;
and MusicSources (The Center for Historically
Informed Performances) in Berkeley. His concert
program of sonatas by Haydn, Mozart, and
Beethoven was performed on replicas of pianos
from 1774 and 1803. Prior to these recitals, Les
was artist-in-residence at the University of
Memphis School of Music and at the Hong Kong
Academy for Performing Arts. At the Academy he
joined guest artist Trevor Pinnock for "Project
Week," presenting two master classes, two
lectures, and individual lessons to the 34
student pianists in the Academy's senior
division.

Di Seuss, English, was a semi-finalist for the
Brittingham Prize from the University of
Wisconsin Press. And she was a finalist for
North American Review's James Hearst Poetry
Prize, judged by Billy Collins, for her poem "In
Search of the Molecular Structure of Benzene."

Alyce Brady, Computer Science, will be the
plenary speaker at the 4th Annual Computer
Science Conference for High School Educators.
The conference will occur mid-November at
Chapman University (Orange, Calif.) and
provides a forum for high school educators, uni-
versity faculty, and industry representatives to
share ideas and best practices for the teaching
of computer science in high school classrooms.
The title of Alyce's talk is "The Grid Package:
Easy-Bake GUIs for 2D Array Assignments."

Gail Griffin, English, published three pieces last
year. "White Girl Watching," an essay on race,
reading, and pedagogy, appeared in the journal
Feminist Teacher (Brown University). "The
Falling," a short nonfiction piece, was published
in the journal Fourth Genre; and "Rainbow," a
short piece combining nonfiction and mythology,
appeared in Western Michigan University's
journal Third Coast.

Péter Érdi, Physics, was a co-chair of the IEEE
International Joint Conference on Neural
Networks, which was held in Budapest, Hungary.
He's been busy elsewhere as well. He gave a talk
at the Society for Chaos Theory in Psychology
and Life Sciences in Milwaukee (Wis.), organized
the workshop "Nonlinear Spatio-temporal Neural
Dynamics: Experiments and Theoretical Models"
at the Computational Neuroscience Conference
(Baltimore, Md.), spoke at the Computational
Brain Forum (Ribeirao Preto, Brazil), and gave a
talk at the Conference of the Brazilian Neural
Network Society (Sao Luiz). Four papers Péter co-
authored appeared last summer: "Learning envi-
ronmental clues in the KIV model of the cortico-
hippocampal formation" (Neurocomputing 58-
60, 2004, 721-772); "Effect of dendritic location

and different components of LTP expression on
the bursting activity of hippocampal CA1
pyramidal cells" (Neurocomputing 58-60, 2004,
691-697); "Theta modulated feed-forward
network generates rate and phase coded firing
in the entorhino-hippocampal system" (IEEE
Transactions on Neural Networks 15, 2004,
1092-1099); and "Modulation of septo-hip-
pocampal theta activity by GABAA receptors:
Experimental and computational approach"
(Neuroscience 126/3, 2004, 599-610). Péter
gave three invited lectures in the spring:
"Dynamical Perspective to Language Evolution
and to Mirror Neuron Hypothesis" (Center for
Neural Engineering of the University of Southern
California); "Computational Neuropharmacology:
Why and How?" (Department of
Neuropharmacology, The Scripps Research
Institute, LaJolla, Calif.); and "John von
Neumann and 'The Computer and the Brain'"
(Joint Science Department of Claremont
Colleges). Péter also visited The Neurosicence
Institute (LaJolla), the Source Signal Imaging,
Inc. (San Diego), and the Anatomy and
Neurobiology Department of the University of
California at Irvine. 

Patrik Hultberg, Economics and Business, was
co-author (with Edward B. Barbier) on a paper
titled "Cross-Country Policy Harmonization with
Rent-Seeking." The paper was published in
Contributions to Economic Analysis and Policy,
Volume 3, Number 2, Article 4. Of that paper,
Patrik wrote, "It is well known that countries
around the world differ in their choice of envi-
ronmental policies, labor policies, and other
domestic policies. This is to be expected since
sovereign nations have different climates, pref-
erences, political systems, and levels of devel-
opment. Given this fact, we explore the implica-
tions of one country imposing its environmental
policy on another country (so-called harmoniza-
tion) as part of a regional trade agreement. This
is highly relevant today as many activists, often
on college and university campuses, argue for
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harmonization, and these feelings are increasing-
ly reflected in trade agreements that go beyond
tariff reductions to also include domestic policy
coordination. An example is the North American
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). One of our results
is that harmonization makes the receiving country
(say Mexico) worse off, while the imposing country
(say America) benefits. For example, American
companies and citizens benefit at the expense of
Mexico's firms and population. However, the
receiving country may still voluntarily agree to it
since the benefits from foreign market access
may outweigh the costs of adopting the wrong
environmental policy. In addition, we also show
that if the receiving country is corrupt, then har-
monization may actually be beneficial to it, as
long as harmonization reduces the amount of cor-
ruption."

Richard Means, professor emeritus of Sociology,
noted that Gregg Easterbrook's October 2004
Atlantic Monthly article "Who Needs Harvard"
contained a reference to Kalamazoo College. It
reads, "The elites still lead in producing under-
graduates who go on for doctorates (Caltech had
the highest percentage during the 1990s), but
Earlham, Grinnell, Kalamazoo, Kenyon, Knox,
Lawrence, Macalaster, Oberlin, and Wooster do
better on this scale than many higher-status
schools." In news somewhat related, Kalamazoo
College jumped 13 spots to number 53 in the
popular U.S. News and World Report Best Liberal
Arts Colleges (of the nation's 217 such institu-
tions). The same survey cited Kalamazoo College
as having one of the best study abroad programs
and one of the best first-year experience
programs in the country.

Amy Elman, Political Science, received a 2004
National Endowment for the Humanities
Fellowship. In the fall she developed public
lectures and gave seminars pertaining to sexual
and racial equality in the European Union. Amy
also continues her writing and teaching in
Holocaust studies. 

Last spring a CBS Chicago Early Show Web site
story on bullying accompanied a broadcast on the
same subject. And the Web site story included a
link to a "Stop Bullying" Web page created and
maintained by Kalamazoo College students in
psychology professor Siu-Lan Tan 's Social
Development course. 

Sarah Lindley and Tom Rice (both professors in
the Art department) and Sarah's husband,
Norward Viviano, were selected to be included in
the Fort Wayne Museum of Art's 2004 Biennial
exhibition. This exhibition showcases the work of
43 artists living within a 150-mile radius of Fort
Wayne, Indiana.

The National Science Foundation has awarded a
$222,000 grant to a collaboration of chemists
from five schools (Kalamazoo College, Hope
College, Calvin College, University of Wisconsin-
Eau Claire, and Purdue University) to apply
advanced laser technology to the research of fun-
damental aspects of the chemistry of gases and
atmospheric chemistry. Jeff Bartz, Chemistry, and
his students will use the laser system, which will
reside at Kalamazoo College for a period of three
to nine months, as co-investigators in various
scientific projects.

Jim Turner, associate professor of Music, and his
Kalamazoo College students did well at the
Michigan Chapter of the National Association of
Teachers of Singing Regional Competition, held in
early April at Grand Valley State University. Liz
Wakefield placed third in the Freshman Women
category; Katherine Adams took first place in the
Sophomore Women category; and Timothy Krause
earned second-place honors in the Sophomore
Men division.

Olga Bonfiglio, Education, is writing a book on
the Kalamazoo Peace Movement. Its first chapter
was published in the Kalamazoo Voice, an inde-
pendent Web-based newspaper
(www.kalamazoovoice.com). 
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n 1918 Dora DeMoulin graduated from Kalamazoo College; today, hundreds of
children in Nicaragua go to school each day wearing a badge very similar to the

Kalamazoo College seal. As a missionary teacher in Nicaragua, DeMoulin organized
Baptist schools in several cities and designed the school badge worn by students in
those schools. She borrowed from her alma mater. Her design includes the torch
bearing the Lux esto motto in Spanish, Sea la Luz.

As a young woman, DeMoulin felt called to become a missionary. After high
school, she taught school in Illinois, then attended the Baptist Missionary Training
School in Chicago, graduating in 1914. Feeling a need for more preparation,
DeMoulin came to Kalamazoo College. She graduated magna cum laude in 1918
with a degree in French.

That fall she went to Nicaragua as a missionary teacher appointed by the
Women’s American Baptist Home Mission Society. There she found herself responsi-
ble for a fledgling school of 25 students in Managua. Under her leadership the
school grew, eventually accommodating 300 students and providing boarding oppor-
tunities for both boys and girls. Although its origins were solely in primary education,
the school developed into one of the best high schools in Nicaragua. DeMoulin also
helped organize Baptist schools in several smaller towns and villages.

She stayed in touch with Kalamazoo College. Several months after her arrival in
Managua, she wrote President Stetson a letter that describes the country’s beauty
and poverty. About her own work she wrote:

You would certainly smile if you could see me here trying to
supervise the work of the native teachers in a little school destitute
of all equipment save a few rickety desks that have to be placed
against the wall to keep them from falling, one small blackboard for
each teacher, ...The children have no books excepting a reader and
many haven’t even a slate and can’t afford to buy one....But the
dear little tots do remarkably well considering the old-time
methods used in teaching and the irregularity with which they
attend. It takes a great deal more tact to supervise than to do the
actual teaching. The educational ideal here seems to be to
memorize a lot of uninteresting rules and facts. Imagine teaching
geometrical definitions in the first grade.

by Marlene Crandall Francis ’58

“NO TIME FOR

Dora DeMoulin (above) 
and Elsie Randall (below) 
in the 1918 yearbook, 
known then as “The Ka-Col”. 

HOMESICKNESS”

I
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“Carpe diem,” Mr. Keating (played by Robin Williams) whispers to his
students as they gaze into the photographed faces of some long dead
alumni of their prep school. The scene is from Peter Weir’s movie Dead
Poets Society, and I’m not fully certain why Marlene Francis’ story on
Dora DeMoulin recalled that scene to my mind. 

Perhaps it was DeMoulin’s yearbook photo, or the inscription she
chose to be published with it, a line from the English poet William
Mason: “As every thread of gold is valuable,/So is every moment of time.”
That and the fact that her life seems so short by today’s long life spans
(at least for most U.S citizens); DeMoulin died just 10 years after gradu-
ating. “Seize (or pluck) the day,” indeed.

The College’s Seal in 1918 bears a strong resemblance to the seal Dora DeMoulin
designed for the school in Managua she helped develop. That seal is featured on
the wall of the school and incorporated into a patch worn by students.

In December 1919 DeMoulin wrote to the Index expressing appre-
ciation for a copy sent to her. She described her work and her
struggles with Spanish:

Our little mission school has increased from 20 to 80
this year. We have opened a boarding department with
11 girls ranging from six to 16 years of age. I have no
time for homesickness trying to act as matron,
principal, and teacher. Through sheer necessity, not
through study, I am using the language with a certain
degree of facility, but still make awkward mistakes. One
day I impatiently try to tell the children that the bell was
the signal for all to keep still—callarse, but I use
caerse instead. The children did not “fall down” or even
crack a smile. That is Spanish etiquette. If in conversa-
tion a foreigner mispronounces or misuses a word, a
Spanish gentleman will continue the misuse rather than
call one’s attention to the error.

In 1921 Elsie Randall, who also graduated from Kalamazoo
College in 1918, joined DeMoulin as a teacher in Nicaragua. Over the
years Baptist work has continued in the country, as has the Kalamazoo
College connection. Most recently Dr. George Pixley (Class of 1958)
served until his recent retirement as a professor in the Baptist
seminary in Managua. Pixley was born in Nicaragua, the son of Baptist
medical missionaries there. Baptist efforts continue in Nicaragua and
now include a hospital (considered the best in the country), a 
university, medical outreach programs for rural communities, and
many schools, including the high school developed by Dora DeMoulin.
She died in Nicaragua in 1929, after only 10 years of missionary
service. Her legacy lives on. 

Pluck Some History, And Send it Our WayPluck Some History, And Send it Our Way
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One day in a popular quarter of Kharkov,
(O that southern Russia where all the women
With white-shawled heads look so like Madonnas!)
I saw a young woman returning from the fountain,
Bearing, Russian-style, as Roman women did in the time of Ovid,
Two pails suspended from the ends of a wooden
Yoke balanced on neck and shoulders.
And I saw a child in rags approach and speak to her.
Then, bending her body lovingly to the right,
She moved so the pail of pure water touched the cobblestone
Level with the lips of the child who had kneeled to drink.

One morning, in Rotterdam, on Boompjes quai
(It was September 18, 1900, around eight o’clock),
I observed two young ladies on their way to work;
Opposite one of the great iron bridges, they said farewell,
Their paths diverging.
Tenderly they embraced; their trembling hands
Wanted, but did not want, to part; their mouths
Withdrew sadly and came together again soon again
While they gazed fixedly into each other’s eyes ...
They stood thus for a long moment side by side,
Straight and still amid the busy throng,
While the tugboats rumbled by on the river,
And the whistling trains maneuvered on the iron bridges.

Between Cordova and Seville
Is a little station where the South Express,
For no apparent reason, always stops.
In vain the traveler looks for a village
Beyond the station asleep under the eucalyptus:
He sees but the Andalusian countryside: green and golden.
But across the way, on the other side of the track,
Is a hut made of black boughs and clay,
From which, at the sound of the train, ragged children swarm forth,
The eldest sister, leading them, comes forward on the platform
And, smiling, without uttering a word,
Dances for pennies.
Her feet in the heavy dust look black;
Her dark, filthy face is devoid of beauty;
She dances, and through the large holes of her ash-gray skirt,
One can see the agitation of her thin, naked thighs,
And the roll of her little yellow belly;
At the sight of which a few gentlemen,
Amid the aroma of cigars, chuckle obscenely in the dining car.

O Lord, will it never be possible for me
To know the sweet woman, there in Southern Russia,
And those two young friends in Rotterdam,
And the young Andalusian beggar
And join with them
In an indissoluble friendship?
(Alas, they will not read these poems,
They will know neither my name, nor the feeling in my heart;
And yet they exist; they live now).
Will it never be possible for me to experience the great joy
Of knowing them?
For some strange reason, Lord, I feel that with those four
I should conquer a whole world!

ImagesImages
by Valery Larbaud

2

3

Post-Scriptum

1

I do know that I’m glad Marlene decided to write and submit the
story, and invite you to send to LuxEsto any historical anecdotes you
discover or find interesting. In 2008 the College will celebrate its
175th birthday. That same year will mark the 50-year anniversary of
study abroad, a program often conflated with Kalamazoo College. So it
seems fitting to collect from the people who make up Kalamazoo
College the stories they feel provide insight into its spirit.  

When I was in elementary school I recall a set of books called the
“We Were There” series because those three words helped form the
title of every book in the series: “We Were There at the Normandy
Invasion,” or “We Were There at the Constitutional Convention.”
Presumably, the idea was to make these historical events seem more
immediate and compelling to young readers.  So what “we-were-there”
moments of Kalamazoo College do you know (and can share) that
didn’t make the history books? Or else, muse upon those events (that
may or may not have made the histories* and at which you may or
may not have been present), which you feel reveal the character of this
institution. Allow me to stress that, should you choose this latter
option, you need not have “been there.” Dora DeMoulin died more than
10 years before Marlene Francis was born. That didn’t stop Marlene
from doing a little digging (and then writing) in pursuit of something
that sparked a connection and curiosity.

I’ve lately felt that study abroad was not revolutionary at
Kalamazoo College. By that I mean some zeitgeist existed here long
before the late 1950s (perhaps stretching to the College’s founding)
and that the foreign study experience here, with its distinctively high
participation rate and depth of immersion, was an expected and
natural development.  DeMoulin’s experience, some 30 to 40 years
before the College sent its first group of students abroad, is part of
that zeitgeist.

I’m always looking for words and phrases that articulate the
power and meaning of study abroad. I found some recently by the late
Polish poet Czeslaw Milosz, in his anthology of poetry titled A Book of
Luminous Things. I’ll share those words on some future occasion. They
were used to introduce a section titled “Travel,” and for that section
Milosz chooses a poem by French poet Valery Larbaud, who was quite a
traveler himself. The poem was written in 1900, and it made me
ponder the luminous power of foreign study and for some reason made
me think of DeMoulin. I like to think she maybe knew the poem. And if
she did, it’s likely she could have read it in its original language. The
version on the right, taken from the Milosz anthology, is translated
from the French by William Jay Smith.

*There are several histories of Kalamazoo College. Among the best are Centennial

History of Kalamazoo College: 1833-1933 (Goodsell and Dunbar); The Kalamazoo College

Story (Mulder), which covers the quarter century from 1933 to 1958); On Such a Full Sea

(Hinkle); Emancipated Spirits: Portraits of Kalamazoo College Women (Griffin, Csete,

Moerdyk, and Limer); and Kalamazoo College: A Sesquicentennial Portrait (Dewey,

Hilberry, Barrett, and Griffin).
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hen Jerry Rosen ’73 tells people what he does for a living,
they often reply, “That must be a hard job.”
“I never know quite what to say,” said Rosen, a judge on

the United States District Court for the Eastern District of
Michigan. “On the one hand, it’s indoor work with no heavy
lifting, pretty good job security, and the lawyers usually laugh at
my jokes. On the other hand, I often have to confront my own
fears, predispositions, inadequacies, and even personal
ambitions.”

From his courtroom in the looming Art Deco style court-
house in downtown Detroit, Rosen has presided over cases
involving some of the most controversial and politically charged
issues of American society, including terrorism, abortion, and
physician-assisted suicide. Some of his decisions have reverber-
ated throughout legal proceedings nationwide, including the
U.S. Senate impeachment trial of President Clinton.

His decisions have appealed to powerful partisan groups
on both ends of the political spectrum and raised the possibility
of his elevation to a higher court. Other decisions have made
him the scourge of those same groups and, perhaps, dashed any
notion of switching jobs.

In 2003, Judge Gerald E. Rosen presided over the country’s
first post-9/11 terrorism trial. Before it was over (and as 
LuxEsto goes to press, certain aspects of the case are not
complete), he issued the first public reprimand of a sitting U.S.
Attorney General by a federal judge, traveled to CIA headquar-
ters to inspect classified documents, and reversed two terrorism
verdicts based on prosecutorial misconduct.

“There are some challenging aspects of the job, no doubt,”
Rosen said. “But everyone can say that about their jobs. In my
case, the good parts far outweigh the hard.”

Partisan Days
Jerry Rosen became The Honorable Gerald E. Rosen in March
1990, following his nomination by President George H.W. Bush
and his confirmation by the U.S. Senate. When he began his
lifetime appointment, the 38-year-old Rosen was the youngest
federal judge in Michigan and the second youngest in 
the country.

Prior to joining the bench, he was a senior partner in the
law firm of Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone, the oldest law
firm in Michigan and one of the largest. As a trial lawyer, he
specialized in commercial, labor, and constitutional litigation.

He was also heavily involved in Republican Party politics.
In 1982, he ran unsuccessfully for a seat in what is now
Michigan’s 12th Congressional District in suburban Detroit,
losing to Democrat Sander Levin, who still holds the seat. The
best man at his wedding was Spencer Abraham, who became a
U.S. Senator from Michigan and served as Secretary of Energy
under the current President George Bush.

Rosen’s political activism traces to his sophomore term at
Kalamazoo College when he began a career internship for
Michigan’s new Republican governor, William Milliken. While
there, he met people working for another Michigan Republican,
U.S. Senator Robert Griffin. Following graduation, he went to
work for Griffin in Washington, D.C.

“I’m one of those people who can directly trace my career
lineage to Kalamazoo College and my career internship,” said
Rosen. “I came to Kalamazoo thinking I might want to teach, but
my internship in Lansing ultimately got me started down my
road to law and public service.”

Rosen came to Kalamazoo to play tennis and take full
advantage of the Kalamazoo Plan. His younger brother James

U.S. District Judge Gerald E. “Jerry” Rosen

The Honorable Gerald E. “Jerry”
Rosen ’73, of the U.S. District for
the Eastern District of Michigan

W

by Jeff Palmer ’76

SHOWING GOOD 
JUDGEMENT:
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Rosen, now a reporter in Washington, D.C., spent two years at the College. His cousin Arthur Rosen ’84 followed.
Jerry spent his entire junior year at the University of Stockholm as Kalamazoo’s first study-abroad student in Sweden.
He went back there to complete his Senior Individualized Project, a study of the Swedish news media’s handling of
the Watergate scandal and Vietnam War.

Kalamazoo is also where he picked up his passion for all things World War II and Winston Churchill. “I call it a
hobby; my wife says it’s an obsession.” Rosen admits to obsessively reading about Churchill since he took a class on
World War II taught by the late professor Edward Moritz, long-time head of the College’s history department. This
fall, he’ll take a long-awaited “Churchill tour” of England to visit sites such as Blenheim Palace where the British
leader was born and buried, and Chartwell where he lived for 40 years.

“Churchill even helped me get my job in Griffin’s office,” said Rosen. “I noticed a row of books on Churchill on
the bookshelf of the fellow who interviewed me. When I commented on it the interview improved dramatically.”

With a B.A. degree in political science Rosen headed to Washington where he thought he might stay for a year
before returning to Michigan and law school. He stayed for five, working for Senator Griffin by day and attending
George Washington University Law School at night. “With the Vietnam War and Watergate, it was a fascinating place
to be,” he said. “Then Gerald Ford became president and Griffin was the Senate Whip, so I decided to stay.”

On the Bench
During the 1980s, Rosen assembled a solid career in both law and politics. Then came his appointment to the
federal court. “When I first joined the bench, one of my more curmudgeonly colleagues told me I’d spend the first
year wondering how I ever got here and the rest of my career wondering how everyone else got here. I’ve had few
doubts about my colleagues, but I still sometimes wonder whether President Bush got the wrong name when he
nominated me.”

In his years on the federal bench, Rosen has addressed some of the most controversial and significant issues
to come before the federal courts.

In a 1996 case involving Michigan’s notorious “suicide doctor,” Jack Kevorkian, Rosen held that there was no
right to physician-assisted suicide inherent in the Due Process or Equal Protection Clauses of the Constitution; an
opinion later cited by the Supreme Court in its landmark decision ruling the same way. Less than a year later, Rosen
struck down Michigan’s partial birth abortion statute, finding it unconstitutionally vague and an undue burden on a
woman’s right of reproductive choice under existing Supreme Court precedent.

TENNIS, ANYONE?

Tennis has always been a big
part of Jerry Rosen’s life. He played
on his Oak Park, Mich., high school
team, then three years on Hornet
teams, and he continues to play
today.

“Anyone who’s avid about
tennis is always looking for
someone to play with,” Rosen said.
“For one thing, it’s a great way to
get to know people in an informal
setting.” He’s played several times
with U.S. Supreme Court Judge
Antonin Scalia, for example.

Many of Rosen’s Kalamazoo
College interns are current or
former Kalamazoo College tennis
players. In 1995, he teamed with
former Hornet tennis player Ven
Johnson ’83, now a partner with
famed Michigan attorney Jeffrey
Feiger, to host what has become an
annual match between Kalamazoo
College alumni and current tennis
team players. “We have a great
time and raise money for the team’s
southern tour,” Rosen said.

In 2001, Rosen received the
Intercollegiate Tennis Association
Achievement Award, which pays
tribute to past participants in the
world of collegiate tennis who have
achieved excellence in their chosen
careers. ITA award winners are
honored for both their professional
successes and their contributions to
society. Past winners include then
U.S. Senator John Breaux from
Louisiana and Pedro Rossello, then
governor of Puerto Rico.

“Tennis is one of many
examples of how my Kalamazoo
College experience continues to
have relevance in my life,” 
Rosen said.
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Rosen stops for a hallway conversation with a defense attorney.
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That’s one of those hard things about being a judge; you’ll never win a pop-
ularity contest. But if you follow the law and the evidence to its proper con-
clusion, whatever your own personal views and interests, then you’ll be true
to your oath of upholding the public trust.”

Federal district judges, explained Rosen, are often asked to sit tem-
porarily, or “by designation,” on the federal court of appeals. Each year
since taking the bench, Rosen has been invited to sit with the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, which serves Michigan, Ohio, Kentucky, and
Tennessee. He has issued upwards of 70 published appellate decisions
through the years.

While sitting by designation in 1998, he drew a case involving allega-
tions of perjury by a high-ranking public official. The case raised questions
about the definition of perjury similar to those being raised at the time in
the impeachment investigation of President Clinton. Coincidentally, not long
before Rosen became involved in the case, he had been invited to the White
House to be interviewed for a possible nomination to the same Sixth Circuit
Court of Appeals.

Rosen wrote an opinion that came out just before Congressional
impeachment proceedings against President Clinton commenced. His
opinion was referred to a number of times by Republican inquisitors of the
President in both the U.S. House of Representatives and the Senate. A New
York Times op-ed piece also drew clear corollaries between Rosen’s decision
and the President’s situation.

“I was rather hoping the White House wouldn’t notice my opinion,”
said Rosen with a laugh. “But I guess they did, because I didn’t get the
nomination to the appeals court. But I can’t say for sure that was 
the reason.”

Trial and Terror
In September 2001, Rosen caught the biggest—or at least the highest
profile—case of his judicial career thus far.

Six days after the 9/11 terrorist attacks on New York City and
Washington, D.C., FBI agents raided an apartment in Detroit looking for a
man with suspected ties to al-Qaeda. Instead, they found three Moroccan
immigrants with fake IDs and sketches said to be of terror targets,
including a U.S. military base in Turkey.

Their arrest made headlines worldwide. A fourth man was later
arrested. Their trial, the first terrorism case to be prosecuted and tried post-
9/11, landed in Rosen’s courtroom. Security for the trial was unprecedented.
Federal, state, and local law enforcement officers descended on the court-
house with metal detectors and bomb-sniffing dogs. Following a death

threat, Rosen and his family were assigned a security detail.
News media coverage was equally as intense. One of Rosen’s first

decisions was to issue a gag order on all parties associated with the case: No
one was to talk to reporters. Shortly thereafter, however, then Attorney General
John Ashcroft announced to the news media that the defendants were a
terrorist sleeper cell suspected of having knowledge of the Sept. 11 attacks.
After Rosen confronted Justice Department officials, Ashcroft retracted his
statement and apologized. But after two more similar incidents, Rosen had to
call him on the carpet.

“The defense requested that the attorney general be held in contempt,”
said Rosen. “But that was not the appropriate punishment. Instead, I issued
a formal, public admonishment.” It was the first such rebuke ever issued to a
sitting attorney general. Ashcroft apologized to the court.

In June 2003, following a seven-week trial, a Detroit jury found two of
the defendants guilty of supporting terrorists. Three of the four were convicted
of document fraud. A few weeks before Rosen was to sentence the men,
however, newly appointed federal prosecutors informed him that the trial
prosecutors had failed to turn over two exculpatory documents to the defense.

Concerned that other key documents might have been withheld, Rosen
took the unusual step of ordering a complete review of the entire case, during
which he personally traveled to CIA headquarters in Langley, Virginia, where
documents concerning the case were housed.

“I thought perhaps I’d find a few items that were in a gray area and on
which I’d have to rule,” he said. “But stuff just started pouring in.” He also
interviewed a retired CIA analyst who disputed whether a sketch found at the
Detroit apartment was evidence of any terror plot.

Jerry Rosen enjoys coffee 
from his favorite mug.

“Within a matter of months, I went
from being lauded by the right-to-life
movement to being vilified by them.



LuxEsto Summer ’05 21

It became clear to Rosen that the terror convictions would have to be reversed. “Fortunately, the government
itself asked that the charges be dropped, so I simply granted its motion.” Independent investigations are now
looking into whether U.S. Attorneys handling the case purposefully withheld information.

Rosen is often asked to speak about this trial and the larger topic of how to deal with terrorism in the courts
and in society. In a talk to students and faculty at Thomas M. Cooley Law School in Lansing last summer, he said,
“It has become an axiom that September 11 has changed our lives. Emotions from that day can still well up and
surprise us in their intensity. But emotional intensity is not itself an effective response to terrorism.

“A unilateral decision by a prosecutor not to disclose relevant and exculpatory documents to the court or the
defense simply cannot be justified by an appeal to some perceived, overarching mission or greater national
interest. The war on terrorism is neither a justification for rubber-stamping the actions of the Executive and
Legislative branches nor is it an invitation to turn a blind eye to our basic civil liberties.”

In March of this year, Rosen sentenced one of the Detroit terrorism defendants on his guilty plea to a lesser
and unrelated charge. During the sentencing he said: “I would be remiss if I did not say that some procedures
that are normally followed in criminal cases were not followed in this case. For that, you have the apology of the
United States government.”

Off the Bench
Rosen lives with wife Laurie and their young son in suburban Detroit. Beyond his courtroom work, he writes and
edits articles for professional journals and the popular press on a range of issues, including civil procedure,
evidence, due process, labor law, and legal advertising. He is co-author of Federal Civil Trials and Evidence and
Michigan Civil Trials and Evidence, and senior editor of West Publishing Company’s Michigan Practice 
Guide series.

Rosen is heavily involved with several judicial and community organizations, including serving as a long-
time board member of Focus: Hope, which provides food to women and infants as well as machinist and
advanced technology training and job placement for its 500 yearly graduates.

For nearly 15 years, he has been an adjunct professor of law, teaching Evidence, at the University of Detroit
Law School and Wayne State University Law School. Beginning this year, he’ll also teach at Thomas M. Cooley.
Frequently, he lectures at continuing legal education seminars and law related conferences throughout the 
United States.

His interest in international law, fostered by his study abroad experience in Sweden, continues today.
Through the U.S. State Department “Rule of Law” program, he has consulted with legal scholars and judges from
countries formerly part of the Soviet Union on drafts of their constitutions and organization of their legal systems.
Most recently, he lectured to high-ranking Chinese judges at the Supreme People’s Court in Beijing and to
Egyptian judges in Cairo. He has a similar trip coming up to The Hague.

Due to seniority rules, Rosen is next in line to become Chief Judge of his district. Any chance he’ll be asked to
serve on the Supreme Court? “I think it’s highly unlikely for many reasons,” he said, “including the fact that a
number of my decisions have been strongly opposed by partisan groups on both ends of the political spectrum.

“Fortunately, I love the job here. I’ll be happy to serve out my life sentence in it.”

YOUR HONOR

Jerry Rosen likes to begin each
new Evidence class he teaches at
Wayne St. University Law School by
asking students to identify the
person responsible for one of his
favorite sayings. Recently, he asked
students to identify the person
behind “The road to success is
always under construction.”

One voice replied: “Your
college tennis coach.”

Rosen didn’t know Amy
Kullenberg ’85 was a fellow Hornet,
but he was pleased that someone
recognized a favorite saying from
his favorite coach, George Acker,
former Kalamazoo College men’s
tennis coach.

Kullenberg is an intern in
Rosen’s chambers while she
completes her law school studies.
More than a dozen Kalamazoo
College students have completed
internships for Rosen during his
years on the federal bench. Some
fulfill a Career Internship term with
him; others work while attending law
school; several have done both.

“I strongly believe that the
College needs to help students
network with alumni and that alumni
need to help both students and the
College in this regard,” Rosen said.
“I love having the Kalamazoo
students here. Needless to say, they
are bright and capable. I’m happy to
say that many are now in the midst
of successful law careers and they
often stay in close touch with me.”

Past Kalamazoo interns in
Rosen’s employ include Randy Blau
’93, James C. Burns ’05, Sara
Church ’02, brothers Kyle ’02 and
Matt ’05 Harding, Renee Krieg ’00,
Lewis Miller ’93, Adam Norlander
’97, Ryan Perry ’93, Gary
Springstead ’95, and Harry 
Gaggos ’04. Kara Hoorn ’04, David
Atallah ’06, and Cole Hardy ’06
begin internships this summer. 
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Jerry Rosen with interns Harry Gaggos ’04 and Amy Kullenberg ’85.
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MUSINGS ON DOCTORATES AND THE
KALAMAZOO PLAN 

ince 1924 the trend line of Kalamazoo College students
who earn PhDs looks like a camel’s hump, then flat

land, and then the vapor trail of a rocket launch.
Interestingly, the launch point for the vapor trail occurs
about the time the Kalamazoo Plan was hitting its 
full stride.

My article considers two questions: Why the rise and
fall of the camel’s hump? And in what ways, if at all, did
the advent of the Kalamazoo Plan contribute to the vapor
trail?  First, though, why is the measure of PhDs important;
or, put another way, what does the fact that a high per-
centage of Kalamazoo College undergraduates go on to
earn doctorate degrees suggest about the nature of
Kalamazoo College?

The short answer to the last question is: great
teachers, great tools, and great students. Let’s consider
the last first. For years many Kalamazoo College students
have entered "K" with the intent to learn much more after
"K". An adventurous spirit underlies this what’s-beyond-
the-horizon character. So also does the recognition that the
horizon is not an end. Put together students with such a
character in small classes and they will inspire each other
to unexpected accomplishments. 

They will, that is, if they’re blessed with great
teachers and excellent tools.

The Origins of American Scientists
A study published in 1952, Origins of American Scientists
(R.H. Knapp and H.B. Goodrich), details the baccalaureate
origins of PhDs in the sciences for undergraduates of the
years 1924 through 1934. The study was the first to explore
this subject. Based on the percentage of its graduates in
those years who went on to earn a PhD in the sciences,
Kalamazoo College ranked third in the country, behind West

BY ANNE DUEWEKE ’84, ASSISTANT PROVOST FOR INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT AND RESEARCH

S

CAMEL HUMP 
AND VAPOR TRAIL:
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Coast schools Reed College (Portland, Ore.) and the California Institute of
Technology (Pasadena). The authors attributed Kalamazoo’s high ranking to
an unusually talented and dedicated faculty (undergraduate teaching must
be superior if students are to be well prepared for graduate school; the
Origins authors in particular cited the excellence of Thomas Walton, mathe-
matics; John Hornbeck, physics; Lemuel Smith and Allan Stowe, chemistry;
and Frances Diebold, biology). The authors also cited the benefit of the
College’s relationship with local paper and pharmaceutical companies
(which provided "excellent tools," such as scholarships, laboratory
equipment, and access to scientific journal holdings). Finally, Knapp and
Goodrich attribute the high ranking to great students. "We conclude," they
wrote, "that this body of students has constituted a particularly earnest
and highly motivated group of superior ability."

But sometime after 1934, the College dropped in this measurement.
That drop has been something of a mystery. What caused the change from
third (in sciences) in the nation during the decade from 1924 to 1934 to
47th (in all disciplines) in the late 40s and early 50s? Was it a second
study’s consideration of all disciplines (an apples-to-oranges comparison)?

Partly. The 1953 study, The Younger American Scholar (R.H. Knapp and
J.J. Greenbaum), looked at undergraduate origins of PhDs in all fields for
students graduating in the years 1946 to 1951. In this study, with results
expressed in percentage of graduates, the College placed 47th overall and
failed to make the top 20 in science, suggesting the decline after 1934
affected science as well as other fields. 

Struck by this finding—in part because it reflected a similar trend at
other Midwestern colleges—Knapp and Greenbaum offered various expla-
nations for it. Their sampling methods may have disadvantaged Midwestern
colleges of lower cost, though not to an extent that alone could account for
the decline in rank. The GI bill may have played a role, allowing superior
students with fewer resources to attend more expensive and prestigious
schools in the east. The authors also suggest that a post-war increase of
the prestige and compensation associated with science professions
inspired wealthier students attending eastern colleges to pursue scientific
careers rather than post-graduate schooling in areas that had been more
traditional for such students, including law, medicine, and business.
Another factor may have been a steep drop in Kalamazoo College’s enroll-
ment beginning in the 1940s when the Great Depression-induced baby bust
cohorts reached college age. With fewer students, even a slight fluctuation
in the raw number deciding to pursue a doctorate degree could significantly
affect total percentage and consequently the College’s ranking. 

Nadir and Vapor Trail
Whatever the causes for the decline, the percentage of Kalamazoo College
students earning a PhD probably reached a nadir at some point during the
1950s or 60s.  Other less detailed studies suggest that the College’s
ranking remained low during those decades, though just how low is difficult
to interpret.  We do know from data provided by the Higher Education Data
Sharing Consortium (HEDS) that by the early 1970s the College ranked 58th
in percentage of graduates earning PhDs in all disciplines, a further drop
from the Knapp and Greenbaum study. 

However, the early 1970s also mark the beginning of the meteoric rise
of Kalamazoo students earning PhDs. The vapor trail from that beginning to
today’s apogee is very steep. Current HEDS data on baccalaureate origins of

doctorates shows Kalamazoo College to be 17th for all disciplines and in
the top 20 for the following areas: chemistry (11), economics (17), foreign
languages (5), life sciences (5), physical sciences (13), and psychology
(10). Kalamazoo College rebounded. But most Midwestern schools that
ranked high in the 1952 study (Hope, DePauw, Iowa Wesleyan, Marietta, and
Colorado, for example) did not rebound. Earlham is an exception, ranking
fourth in the 1952 study, dropping even more precipitously than Kalamazoo
College in the 1953 study in which it did not make the top 50, but today
placing 26th for all disciplines. Other than Earlham, no other college has
recovered so much ground in this particular measure of excellence than has
Kalamazoo College. Did the Kalamazoo Plan power this recovery? Alumni
earning doctorates when "flat land" first became "vapor trail" would have
been among the first pioneers of the Kalamazoo Plan.  Was the senior indi-
vidualized project instrumental to decisions to earn a PhD? Did study
abroad encourage or discourage postgraduate work?

Alumni Answer
We designed (and mailed to 826 alumni with doctorate degrees) a survey 
to elucidate the influence of elements of the Kalamazoo Plan on the
achievement of earning a PhD.  Response to the survey was 53 percent. 
We presented the findings at a March 2004 meeting of the Association of
American Colleges and Universities. The title and topic of the meeting was
General Education Assessment, and slides from the presentation may be
viewed at www.kzoo.edu/irgrants. 

Most "doctorate alumni" (DA) chose Kalamazoo College because of its
academic reputation and because of the Kalamazoo Plan, particularly its
foreign study element. DA came to campus moderately to very certain about
their intended major. The most common majors for this group were biology,
chemistry, English, health sciences, math, and physics. Four years later,
they graduated with Bachelor’s degrees in these disciplines, although by
then a significant number had pursued and earned an undergraduate
degree in psychology.

The DA may have known or strongly suspected the discipline in which
they would major, but only a quarter of them entered Kalamazoo College
with the long-term goal of earning a PhD. The vast majority made that
decision during or shortly after their years at Kalamazoo College. 

What factors at Kalamazoo College contributed to that decision and its
successful achievement? The DA cite three above all others: relationships
with faculty (an inspiring teacher recognized a special aptitude in the
student and/or served as a powerful role model); the rigor (more than the
content) of coursework; and the Senior Individualized Project (SIP). The SIP
figured prominently in a number of survey categories including "learning to
conduct research effectively," "developing self confidence," "developing a
commitment to further study," "instilling or enhancing a love of the disci-
pline," and "enhancing on-campus learning." 

According to the DA, they entered graduate school with outstanding
academic skills—reading, writing, and research.  They felt less well-
prepared in content, and that feeling perhaps is attributable to study
abroad, which took approximately 80 percent of this cohort off campus
during a significant portion of their junior years, during which time they
might have otherwise been taking more rigorous courses in their major.
Nevertheless, 65 percent of those surveyed asserted that study abroad in no
way detracted from their preparation for graduate school. Eighty three



percent of the 35 percent who claimed it did detract in some way went on
to state that the trade-off was "definitely worth it."

The survey asked DA to rate the importance of various undergraduate
outcomes to their success in graduate school and to indicate the degree to
which elements of the Kalamazoo Plan (coursework, career development,
study abroad, and SIP) developed the outcomes. More than 90 percent of
the DA rated academic skills (effective writing, critical and analytical
thinking, and the ability to conduct research effectively) as indispensable
to success in graduate school (Group 1). Coursework and the SIP were the
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most important elements of the Kalamazoo Plan for the development of
these outcomes.

Life-skill outcomes (Group 2) also were highly rated (more than 90
percent surveyed deemed them valuable). The DA cite the importance of
coursework and the SIP in developing these outcomes. However, study
abroad and career development play significant roles as well.

Ninety percent of the DA considered the ability to adapt to new situa-
tions critical for a person seeking a PhD. Study abroad was the most
effective experience to the development of this outcome (Group 3), followed

by career development and the SIP. The DA (85 percent)
strongly correlate success in graduate school and a
capacity to consider issues and problems from various
points of view. They also credit study abroad and course-
work for strengthening this capacity.

Survey findings suggest that elements of the
Kalamazoo Plan work in concert to develop a complement
of skills and completeness of character vital for postgradu-
ate education and life. Different elements play key roles in
different areas. For example, the DA noted that their on-
campus learning was enhanced by career development,
study abroad, and the SIP (Group 4).

Doctors and Lawyers
We compared the DA findings with a survey of 100 alumni
with professional degrees, primarily physicians and
lawyers. This cohort (PJ, for physician and jurist) responded
similarly to the DA, with some exceptions.

The PJ chose Kalamazoo College because of its reputa-
tion for excellent preparation for graduate education, which
makes sense considering that 60 percent of the PJ
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(compared to 25 percent of the DA) entered Kalamazoo College
intending to continue their formal education after earning their
Bachelor’s degrees.

More PJ (60 percent) than DA (38 percent) said "relation-
ships with fellow students" were vital to success in postgradu-
ate study. More DA (72 percent) than PJ (57 percent) cited the
indispensable importance of "relationships with faculty."

Both groups felt that coursework and academic success
were important contributors to "a commitment to further
study." They differ on other contributors. The DA cite the critical
role of faculty and the SIP. But the PJ found career develop-
ment and relationships with fellow students more important.
The two cohorts differ most on the SIP. The DA rate that
element very highly. The PJ said it had less relevance to their
postgraduate experiences.

Findings from both cohorts show that the Kalamazoo Plan
develops outcomes important to the successful pursuit of
doctorate or professional degrees. That three quarters of
alumni with PhDs decided to pursue that goal in the midst of
their engagement with the Kalamazoo Plan suggests its
relevance to the College’s recovery in the measurement of bac-
calaureate origins of doctorates, which is only one marker of
educational excellence.

What’s Unique?
Because so many colleges claim their educational experiences
to be "unique," the word loses its force, perhaps even its
meaning. College X calls its program "unique." So College Y
one-ups to a claim of "truly unique," which is trumped by
University Z’s program, self-described as "truly and uniquely
unique." All three are likely quite similar.

In contrast, our survey suggests something—well—
unique. Because of the Kalamazoo Plan, students interested in
science can develop the qualities required to achieve a PhD
and can engage in a meaningful study abroad experience and
can graduate in four years. 

Seems simple. Hardly special to those who have experi-
enced the Kalamazoo Plan or who have worked at the College
for a long time. But last fall several colleagues attended a
national conference on internationalizing undergraduate
science education. The attendees universally greeted with utter
amazement the high participation rates of Kalamazoo College
science majors in the College’s study abroad program. No other
school has achieved that participation rate. 
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s a Kalamazoo undergraduate, Chris had planned to study abroad her
junior year in Spain. But that year she didn’t travel any farther east

than Down East. In order to be closer to her close-knit New England family,
she transferred to the University of New Hampshire, where she completed
her Bachelor’s degree in philosophy. For her senior project there she wrote a
paper on German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s book Ethik and drafted an
attempt at a play (with Bonhoeffer as the main character) set in World War
II Germany. 

Since that time, playwriting has served as the keys to a time machine
transporting Chris to a variety of “wheres” and “whens” (H.G. Wells would
be proud!). For example, in the 1980s, about the time Chris was enrolled in
a playwriting course at Harvard College, she began writing—but eventually
set aside—a play set in Roman Italy and North Africa, circa 300 A.D. 

The roots of her current celestial voyage began with a relocation seven
years ago to Pasadena, California, Planet Earth [her husband was a
scientist for the Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) located there]. Chris, a
recent empty nester, became intrigued with the region’s past. “Southern
California’s history was new and exotic to me,” she said. “The chain of 21
Franciscan Missions is a big part of California’s story and some of the
oldest structures in the state, which was part of Spain, then Mexico, until
1850. Most of the missions have a museum and much more, including
gardens, tannery vats, a church, and old kitchens. Two of the missions are
state parks with considerable land. And each mission is different with
unique folk-art stenciling and other individual characteristics.” Chris
became a docent at the San Gabriel Mission and soon began to imagine her
next “play-cum-time-machine.”

“The exhibits at San Gabriel cover the late 18th century,” said Chris.
“That period became the catalyst for my play Doña Victoria—First Lady of
San Gabriel.” That show became her first produced play and was staged at
the Southwest Museum in Los Angeles in 1999 and 2000 as part of a cele-
bration of Women’s History Month.

Chris had always loved the works of Eugene O’Neill, August Strindberg,
and Henrik Ibsen. The success Doña Victoria provided her an opportunity to
further explore her playwriting muse and to build her own oeuvre. 

“I became active in the Caltech Women’s Club and Caltech
Playreaders,” said Chris. “I became a member of the Association of L.A.
Playwrights, and an associate member of the Dramatists Guild.” Doña
Victoria was intended as part of a longer play about the Missions, and Chris
may eventually get to that project. But before that, the plot of her next 
theatrical endeavor would take her worlds away from California. 
“A colleague of my husband’s saw my first play and suggested that I write
about 17th-century European astronomers Christiaan Huygens and Gian
Domenico [later, Jean-Dominique] Cassini.”

In 2001 Chris accompanied her husband on a JPL-business trip to
Europe. On that journey she first began to imagine telling in a play the story
of those two scientists and their discoveries. “Huygens observed Titan, the
largest moon of Saturn; discovered stars in the Orion nebula; and deter-
mined that the material surrounding Saturn was a ring,” said Chris. “Later
astronomers showed the ring to be several rings, but before Huygens, the
material around Saturn was seen by Galileo, among others, as handles—a
glob on each side attached to the planet,” added Chris. “Cassini was the
first director of l’Observatoire de Paris. He observed comets, planetary

by Elizabeth Haas ’98
STAR WRITING

Though she attended Kalamazoo College for less than four years,

Chris Magnuson Frederickson ’68 credits “K” for awakening a

wanderlust that has expressed itself in trips to places as far away

as—well—the planet Saturn. OK, OK…she didn’t study abroad on

Saturn (the College doesn’t have a program there—yet), but her

liberal arts background helped develop her Jupiter-sized curiosity,

which she’s turned star-ward for her latest playwriting project.

A
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STAR WRITING
surfaces, and a dark division in Saturn’s rings. He also constructed tables
of Jovian satellites and discovered four of Saturn’s moons.” Though
science played its part, the inspiration for Chris’s play derived as much
from literature. “The poetry of Huygens’ father, [Dutch diplomat and writer]
Constantijn [Huygens], deeply affected me and has influenced the play
tremendously. I created a translation of Constantijn’s poem about his son’s
invention of the pendulum clock based on three different Dutch transla-
tions, and the poem is in the play.”

When she returned to the states, Chris began the intense research
that would help breathe life into her nascent play’s characters. “I took
first- and second-level French and Italian courses at Pasadena City
College to enrich the overseas travel and reading,” Chris said. During the
next five years she made several trips to Europe, and the JPL connection
helped open the doors to a key scientific library. She gave her play a
working title, A Sparkle in the Night Sky or Celestial Words Discover’d—a
take on Huygens 1698 tome Celestial Worlds Discovered. 

“In Paris I visited l’Observatoire de Paris, Le Marais, and the
Bibliotheque Royale,” Chris said. “I went to Versailles and Clermont-Oise,
Cassini’s wife’s hometown. In Holland, I went to the Huygens country home
in Voorburg and visited various Huygens sites in The Hague; in Leiden, I
viewed the Huygens section of the Boerhaeve Museum and read Huygens in
English at the University library.”

From Holland she ventured to Italy, stopping at Cassini’s hometown,
the tiny hilltop village of Perinaldo. In Bologna she explored the university,
where Cassini served as a professor, and the San Petronio Basilica, where
he worked on the Meridiana, an early solar observatory. In Rome, Chris took
in locales relevant to Cassini’s life including the Palazzo Riario-Corsini
and a solar observatory in Santa Maria degli Angeli. 

The extensive examination led her to probe Huygens’s and Cassini’s
contemporaries and the social issues of their time. “Working on the play
immersed me in 17th-century Europe,” said Chris. “Descartes and
Rembrandt were family friends of the Huygens. Queen Christina of Sweden
was a friend of Cassini and of Descartes, and she is a character in my
play. The religious policies which restricted intellectual freedom enter into

the play as well,” she added. “Because of his Catholicism, Cassini could
never accept the Copernican system [the sun-centered theory of the solar
system postulated by Nicolaus Copernicus and superceding the Ptolemaic
system in which the sun is supposed to move round the earth]. Huygens
and fellow Protestant scientist Olaus Romer left the Paris observatory after
Louis XIV revoked in 1685 the Edict of Nantes, which had given rights of
worship to Protestant Huguenots.” 

Chris has worked hard to depict in her play this complex historical
period, but she has experienced some difficult setbacks. She lost her
husband to cancer last spring, and the play remains a work-in-progress.
“It’s still in the development stage,” said Chris. That may be true, but the
play-in-progress has reached a maturity sufficient to spawn offspring. “I
wrote a short play from this material about Descartes and Queen
Christina, and I have ideas for other plays as well,” Chris says. “The
religious issues particularly fascinate me. Descartes, a devout Catholic,
was nevertheless compelled to leave France and interrogated in Holland.
[Baruch] Spinoza, a contemporary of Descartes, was excommunicated from
the synagogue.” All fertile soil for new drama that will serve as “tickets”
for Chris for multiple trips to the 17th century.

In the 21st century Chris continues to travel for research purposes.
“In November I participated in a fascinating two-week UCLA extension trip
to Italy that focused on history and astronomy,” she said. “I also plan to
take my third class in Italian and then study in Rome at the American
Academy and Swedish Institute.”

About her cosmic adventure—part star journey, part time travel—
Chris added, “I started learning about two scientists, but discovered a
great deal of information about two families, which opened up a complex
and fascinating century”—in other words, a liberal arts voyage in true
Kalamazoo College tradition. “I came from a very New England-centric
family, and attending Kalamazoo College opened up new ideas and
cultures, even though I didn’t study abroad then,” Chris said. “Kalamazoo
College helped me to know that I wanted to, and one day would, explore
the world.” Other worlds too. 

L’Observatoire de Paris (left), where the scientists Christiaan Huygens and Jean-Dominique Cassini worked together. Louis XIV had the observatory built in the 17th century.
Christine in Paris, April 2001, her first research trip on Cassini and Huygens, during which she visited the sites where they lived and worked.
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After commencement, the Class of 2003 dispersed like marbles on
pavement—starting graduate school, working, or traveling the world.  I
remember getting e-mails from friends in Japan and Italy teaching English,
and hearing stories of others who’d gone to graduate school in England or
had joined the Peace Corps in South America.  And although some of my
friends had decided to get their first “real-world” jobs on American soil, I
sensed a yearning in many of my classmates to go abroad again and re-
enter worlds we first encountered through our foreign study or explore
worlds new to us—this time on our own.

For classmates Michael Howe and Jessica Foley post-commencement life was a bit of both
the domestic and international.  Their decision to attend medical school at Michigan State
University didn’t mean staying in Michigan for four years.  It meant gaining the tools and the
knowledge to become caring medical professionals, so that they might use their skills to
improve the quality of life for people in other countries—people who inhabit a world different
from Michael’s and Jessica’s in many ways, not least of which is the starkly limited access to
modern medicine and medical treatment.  So even though it’s typical for Mike and Jess to pore
over giant medical textbooks and run to meetings with patients on MSU’s campus, these
Kalamazoo College graduates have also drawn upon the value they remember from their under-
graduate study abroad and made sure they consider medicine from a more diverse perspective.

Mike Howe, a magna cum laude biology major, chose medical school because themes of
healing and helping others were an influential part of his upbringing.  Through his father, Jeff
Howe, a research scientist at Pfizer Inc., Mike was able to watch someone work within the field
of hard sciences to achieve outcomes that were applicable to the discovery and development of
new medicines for human diseases.  His mother Sandy worked for Kalamazoo Public Schools in
the Early Childhood Program, helping pre-school aged children from at-risk families gain better
access to education.  Mike helped his mom work with her kids and developed his own interest in
giving people a better quality of life—possibly through the field of medicine.  

by Nania Lee ’03

MEDICAL
PERSPECTIVES

Classmates (twice!): Mike Howe and Jess Foley
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During his undergraduate days, Mike volunteered at the Borgess
Hospital cardiovascular health unit, observing procedures and asking
questions about how to provide the best health care to people with serious
heart conditions.  After spending almost eight months in Wollongong,
Australia, on study abroad, Mike returned to Kalamazoo to complete his
Senior Individualized Project (SIP) about pediatric cardiology and the tech-
niques of diagnosing heart conditions while a baby is still in the womb so
that any necessary surgery could take place quickly after an infant is born.

Mike chose the MSU College of Human Medicine for the same reasons he
picked Kalamazoo College. “I benefit from the same kind of intense faculty
contact and interaction that I received at ‘K,’ and the feeling among the
students is highly cooperative, not rigidly competitive.  Those are the best
learning environments for me.”  And Mike brought to MSU his peripatetic “K”
spirit. The summer after his first year he spent exploring the practice of
medicine from an “off-campus” perspective.  Way off campus! 

Mike and some fellow classmates spent three weeks in Peru.  In the
capital city of Lima, he worked with an ear, nose, and throat specialist who
later took the group of medical students on a trip to Camana, a more rural
area of Peru, to assist at a free clinic treating patients with cleft palate.
Cleft palate is a serious orofacial anomaly that exposes the nasal cavity to
the oral cavity and affects functions such as speech, respiration, and eating.
In the U.S. the condition is almost always surgically treated in infants.  But
in Peru, Mike says, “Due to the nature of the procedure many physicians
outside of Lima couldn’t perform this operation, so there were numerous
children with the condition left untreated.”  The surgery involves chiseling
bone from a patient’s hip and placing it in the palate.  Mike noted the
bravery of both the patients and the surgeons during a procedure performed
under conditions and in a facility far less optimal than one would find in the
U.S.  “The lights went out twice during one of the procedures,” he says, “and
it took a lot of ingenuity and fortitude from everyone involved to get through
each day at the clinic.”  

Courage isn’t the only thing that Mike observed about medicine in Peru.
He also noticed that health care is evolving in very people-centered ways.  

“A lot of American medical students and American physicians come to places
like Peru, treat patients, and then must depart soon after treatment without
being able to provide any long-term rehabilitative care.  The cleft palate
team of which I was a part was organized by Peruvian doctors who wanted to
gain the skills needed to treat their patients and to help them re-adjust to
their new lives after surgery.  They wanted to be trained not only by surgeons,
but also by speech and language pathologists so that important long-term
and post-procedure rehabilitation could be provided.  They want to treat the
whole person to provide a better quality of life for their patients.”

Along with Mike Howe, Michigan State University’s College of Human
Medicine adopted another star from Kalamazoo College—Jessica Foley.  Jess
first became interested in medicine as a sophomore in Shubik DeBurman’s
cellular biology class.  “I learned that you can actually engineer medicine to
prevent diseases—you can change the course of a disease, and thus a
person’s life, through knowledge of the smallest elements of the human body.
It was fascinating.”  Enthralled by the science, problem solving, and the
creative thinking that it takes to be a doctor, Jess nevertheless discovered
that, for her, the most significant attraction of medicine was being with
people.  “You’re working with humans at very vulnerable moments in their
lives, so doctors have to be deeply compassionate and people-oriented,” she
says.  “Medicine combines my love of science and people.”

Jess returned from her foreign study in Madrid, Spain, and immediately
began a breast cancer research SIP (studying the characteristics of
mammary stem cells) at University of Michigan Hospital.  She remembers
important lessons she learned from her oncologist-mentor about the value of
interacting with patients and their families.  “You have to make sure to treat
the family as well as the disease,” Jess says.  

This humanistic approach to medicine helped the undergraduate biology
major select the medical school at MSU.  She was impressed by the profes-
sors, who stressed the need in the practice of medicine for empathy, good
listening skills, and sensitivity.  And like Kalamazoo College, the MSU College
of Human Medicine wanted to do more than develop first-rate academic
minds. Both institutions, Jess says, are interested in shaping students who

The academic rigor of medical school (left) and Mike Howe in Peru, where he worked at a clinic for patients with cleft palate.
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were well-rounded, good-hearted, and able to relate to a diverse array 
of people.

Becoming an excellent physician wasn’t the only thing on Jess’ mind as
she forged through her first year of medical school.  “I always thought about
how study abroad at Kalamazoo changed my perspective and my view of the
world,” she says.  “It was the first time I realized that my community didn’t
have to be limited to people in Michigan or people who were just like me.  As
students, we have the chance to reach out and make our communities inter-
national—and maybe even change the world.”   

During the summer of 2004, Jess traveled to Ecuador as part of an
organization called Child and Family Health International to learn about rural
medicine and women’s medicine in that country.  She spent two weeks in the
city of Chone, a rural town in the coastal region, where she worked with a
pediatrician.  

“In Ecuador, young women are often made pregnant and then
abandoned by their boyfriends,” Jess says. “They find themselves with no
support, very little education, and limited resources.  The pediatrician I
worked with wasn’t just providing care for the child—she was a vital part of
the mother’s support system as well.”  Jess admires the South American
doctors that she was able to observe.  Resources were limited and diagnoses
made without lab tests and CT scans—testing methods on which American
doctors rely.  “I was impressed by the Ecuadorian physicians’ keen diagnos-
tic skills.  They don’t have the same access to technology, but they help
people and make their lives better.”  

Jess also volunteered at an Ecuadorian maternity hospital and at a
clinic for sex workers, where women were given counseling, contraceptives,
and screening for sexually transmitted diseases.  Among other duties, she
provided emotional support to women during childbirth, many of whom
would have otherwise been alone during their labor.  “The patients were
often uninformed about the delivery and about post-partum care for them-
selves and their babies,” says Jess.  “The need was overwhelming, and 
I tried to muster up as much Spanish as I could to answer their questions.  
I always made sure to ask them about themselves and their lives.  I hope I
eased some of their fright.”

Mike, Jess, and the rest of MSU’s Class of 2007 approach their third
year of medical school, when they will disperse all over the state of Michigan
to begin their hospital rotations.  This fall Mike will return to Kalamazoo to
start experiencing real-life medicine at Borgess and Bronson Hospitals, as
well as the Kalamazoo Center for Medical Studies. He’ll also have the oppor-
tunity to pursue more far-flung rotations, and he is interested in returning to
Australia to do a two- or three-month rotation in Sydney.  “I don’t know
what’s in the future for me exactly.  Maybe pediatrics or surgery, but there’s
no way to be sure what I’ll like or where I’ll thrive until I get out there and
start experiencing all kinds of medicine from many different perspectives.”

This month Jess will go to Grand Rapids where she will begin her
rotations at Spectrum Health Facilities, St. Mary’s Hospital, and Butterworth
Hospital.  She hopes that her deep interest in women’s health will lead her
into a fulfilling career, possibly as an oncologist or as a primary care
physician for women.  She also wants to go abroad to another Spanish-
speaking country, or learn more about women’s health in the migrant com-
munities of Haiti or the Dominican Republic.  
Their futures may not be precisely set as yet, but it seems
certain that Mike and Jess will become excellent physicians,
in part because of their academic dedication, the powerful
life experiences they encountered as undergraduates and
medical students, and their ability to connect to people of
their own culture and other cultures. Mike says as he
reflects on his foreign study experiences at Kalamazoo
College and at MSU, “No two people come from the same
place.  Our experiences shape us and make us unique, and
doctors need to be prepared for this kind of diversity in the
world.  If there’s one thing I learned at Kalamazoo College,
it’s that the world is a big place, and understanding other
cultures benefits us all.”

Jess Foley (left photo, third from right) during a joyous moment at an Ecuadorian maternity hospital and with a young Ecuadorian patient (right photo).
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All’s 
Well
For 
Lisa 
Kron

by 
Elizabeth 
Haas ’98

Jammed with eclectic struc-
tures, bohemian cafés and
upscale boutiques, lower
Manhattan’s Lafayette Street
is a microcosm of the city’s
staggering diversity, continu-
ally thrumming with the
varied energies of students,
artists, and professionals.
Here on this Soho street—
miles from the dazzle and
polish of Broadway—is the
Joseph Papp Public Theater,
a performance space with an
address that matches the
daring and inventive nature
of the artistry within. It’s no
surprise that “The Public,”
as it is referred to in theater
circles, can be linked to
another establishment
founded on the principles of
diversity: Kalamazoo College.
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That link is Lisa Kron ’83, actor, playwright and recipient of the
College’s Distinguished Alumni Award. Kron’s most recent play, Well, a
structurally complex, autobiographical piece, wrapped up an Obie Award-
winning run at the Joseph Papp Public Theatre in the spring. It also was
named to the top-ten list of New York theatrical offerings of 2004. The play
tells the story of Kron’s mother’s “extraordinary ability to heal a changing
neighborhood, despite her inability to heal herself.” The production proved a
challenge to acclaimed monologist Kron who worked with five other cast
mates (Kron plays, well, Lisa Kron) while trying to formulate a cohesive plot
within the context of the play’s metatheatrics. In metatheatrics actors will
step out of character momentarily, suspending the action of the play.

“About two years into the writing process [the play took almost four
years to write] I nearly decided it wasn’t going to work,” says Kron. “The
intertwined stories—my family’s history of chronic illness, my time in an
environmental ecology clinic, and my mother’s work toward creating a
racially integrated neighborhood on Lansing’s West Side in the late ’60s—
were thematically related. But I wasn’t sure I could find a compelling
narrative link between sick and well people and sick and well 
communities.” 

Kron was also unable to secure regional bookings of Well, which
consists of numerous moments when the actors acknowledge the presence
of the audience and/or address the audience directly (such moments are
known as “breaking the fourth wall”). This set-back made the play’s
success at The Public that much sweeter. “I am interested in the energy
that is released when a performance seemingly falls apart or stops. You
can’t do this on film or television. It is a singular moment that has never
happened before and will never happen again. It is live theater felt in the
audience’s bones.”

Despite the play’s metatheatrical moments, Kron’s Well garnered notice
from several mainstream media outlets including The New Yorker, The New
York Times, and Elle and Variety hinted at a possible Broadway run. The
play’s appeal is undoubtedly far reaching, concurs retired Kalamazoo
College political science professor Don Flesche, who attended opening night
in March 2004. “I travel to New York a few times a year to see plays, but I
usually stick to Broadway. Lisa’s show really opened my eyes to the off-
Broadway experience.” Well also brought a slice of the Midwest to the New
York stage, says Big Apple-based alumna Mara Bragg ’97 who took in a

sold-out April show along with 18 other Kalamazoo College graduates. “Lisa
came on stage and before long the actress playing her mother launched
into a convincing Michigan accent. Then came the references to Vernor’s
‘pop,’ the College’s quarter system, and Lansing’s Frandor Mall.” 

Kron may have peppered her work with Midwestern kitsch but the over-
reaching theme of Well is one of civic responsibility rather than geographic
specifics. In fact, the last lines come directly from a speech Kron’s mother
once gave defining integration: “This is what integration means. It means
weaving into the whole even the parts that are uncomfortable or don’t seem
to fit. Even the parts that are complicated and painful. What is more worthy
of our time and love than this?” 

Indeed community healing, personal wellness, and healthy family
remain at the heart of this astonishing play—and the playwright’s current
state of mind, as she notes at the end of our chat. After Kron stepped in for
Joanna Gleason in the off-Broadway production of Larry Kramer’s The
Normal Heart immediately following “Well ’s” final curtain call, she took a
breather to “return to Lansing and visit family.” This, of course, begs the
question: What did Kron’s mother think of the play? “She saw it six times,
and she loved it, I think. She has a great relationship with Jayne Houdyshell,
who played her. They talk on the phone frequently and Jayne is planning a
trip to Lansing. My mom sent Jayne flowers on Mother’s Day. She is as
remarkable and generous in real life as the character in this play.” 

Still, don’t expect Kron to stay put in the Great Lakes state. (“I will
reside in New York City forever, probably.”) She’ll continue to add to her
already impressive body of work upon her return to Manhattan, collaborat-
ing with the theater company The Five Lesbian Brothers, of which she is a
founding member. The group is currently writing a new play. And while Kron
would “love” to bring Well to Kalamazoo College as she has past perform-
ances, the logistics of taking Well on the road could prove tricky. “It’s a big
production with a cast of six and unfortunately it won’t travel as easily or
widely as my previous shows have.” Until then, Kron fans will just have to
take Dr. Flesche’s word for it: “From the moment I met her I could tell that
she was one of the most talented and original actors we’ve ever had here.” 

I am interested in the energy that is released 
when a performance seemingly falls apart or stops.
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ALUMNI PAGES

With more than 14,000 located around the world,
you are bound to bump into one sometime,
somewhere.  You may be thinking I am referring to a
Starbucks café, but I am actually talking about
Kalamazoo College Alumni Association members.
(Actually, there are only about 8,300 Starbucks
worldwide at last count, in case you were
wondering.)

Such an encounter recently happened to me.  I
was walking down a street in Florence, Italy, while
on vacation and I ran into a fellow Kalamazoo
College graduate.  What are the chances? Pretty
good when you stop to think that about 80 percent
of fellow grads went on study abroad at some point

during their four years on campus.  Many of those students decide to move abroad at some point after 
graduation.  I’m one, now living and working in London, England.

What does a serendipitous meeting have to do with you?  You may be surprised to discover that
you are automatically a member of the Kalamazoo College Alumni Association the moment you throw
your graduation mortarboard skyward.  Before that tassel-toggled Frisbee reaches earth, you’ve
become part of a vast, global network of people that share the Kalamazoo College experience.
There are no fees; Alumni Association membership is free.  Anytime you meet with a Kalamazoo
College alum for lunch or attend a Kalamazoo College related function such as a reunion, a Hornet
football game, or a regional Alumni event, you are attending an Alumni Association meeting.

THE PERKS OF MEMBERSHIP?  HERE ARE JUST A FEW:
• An international network of fellow alumni with a common shared experience
• Friendly faces and helping hands to welcome you to a new city/country
• Both College-sponsored and informal regional alumni gatherings
• AlumNet – an on-line searchable alumni directory
• On-campus reunions every five years

by Matt Bunkowski ’00,
Alumni Association
Executive Board
Member

Alumni
Association
Membership 

has its 
benefits 

(and 
responsibilities).

(continued on page 34)



34  LuxEsto Summer ’05

MEMBERSHIP COMES WITH ONE MAIN RESPONSIBILITY:
TO SUPPORT AND STAY CONNECTED TO THE KALAMAZOO
COLLEGE COMMUNITY THROUGH WHATEVER MEANS ARE
AVAILABLE TO YOU.  HERE ARE SOME OF THE WAYS YOU CAN
DO THAT:

• Contribute annually to the Kalamazoo College Fund
• Advertise Kalamazoo College by wearing a Kalamazoo College shirt or
cap, placing a Kalamazoo College decal on your car, or using
a Kalamazoo College coffee mug at work

• Assist admissions by meeting with or calling prospective students in 
your area or just by recommending Kalamazoo College to a high
school student

• Sponsor a discovery externship program for a week or two
• Host a student in your home during their internship or externship
• Return to campus and meet with current students within your major or
those interested in your field of work

One other way to stay involved is to let your Alumni Association
Executive Board members know if you have any thoughts or suggestions
with regard to the College or the Alumni Association.  We are here to
represent you before the Association, the Board of Trustees and the
College faculty and administration.  We want to hear from you and our
contact information can be found at
http://www.kzoo.edu/aluminfo/board.html.

So remember, when you are walking down a street anywhere in the
world, be on the lookout for the Orange and Black of Kalamazoo College.
And if you are ever in London, look me up!

To learn more about Alumni Association member privileges, and about upcoming
Association events in your area, go to: http://www.kzoo.edu/aluminfo/. 

BOARD SEEKS MEMBERS
The Alumni Association Executive Board (AAEB), the governing body of
the Alumni Association, seeks dedicated, committed alumni to serve as
members at large. AAEB works with College staff to monitor, improve,
and create programs that involve alumni. The Board also acts as the
alumni voice in decisions affecting the College. AAEB business is con-
ducted primarily through standing committees. The Board meets three
times annually, usually in March, June, and October. As leaders of the
Alumni Association, Executive Board members are expected to attend
alumni programs in their regions and to support the Kalamazoo College
Fund. If you would like to be considered for nomination, or if you would
like to nominate a deserving alumnus or alumna, please contact the
office of alumni relations, 269-337-7302, by September 15, 2005.

ALUMNI PAGES

SAVE THESE DATES
Saturday, August 13, 2005
USTA Alumni & Friends
Kalamazoo, Mich.
Tennis begins at 11 A.M.
Box lunch will be served in the stands at 12:30 P.M.

Wednesday, September 7, 2005, 7 P.M.
US Open, Men’s / Women’s Quarterfinal Matches
Arthur Ashe Stadium, Flushing Meadows, New York
Tickets available through Alumni Office

Watch the Alumni Relations Web site for gatherings at which you can
meet Kalamazoo College President Eileen Wilson-Oyelaran.

Questions about Alumni Relations events? Contact Sass Havilar at:
shavilar@kzoo.edu or telephone 269.337.7283. 

REGIONAL EVENTS
Washington, D.C.
Campaign finance reform and legislation was the topic at a gathering of
some 60 alumni and friends at the Cosmos Club in Washington, D.C. in
February. Brad Smith ’80, chairman of the Federal Election Committee,
delivered a talk titled "Thank God McCain-Feingold has cleaned up the
system, and other unhelpful reflections on dealing with political corrup-
tion."  In the photo below are (l-r): Gail Raiman ’73, Brad Smith ’80, and
Bob Belair ’69.

(continued from page 33)
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Florida Gatherings
Lauren Puretz ’05 (pictured below with Florence Brownell, mother of 
Fort Myers host Roger Brownell ’68) shared her Kalamazoo Plan with
alumni and friends gathered in Fort Myers and in Sarasota in January.
Lauren completed a discovery externship with Dancing Star Birth 
Services in Vancouver, British Columbia, and her study abroad in Chaing
Mai, Thailand. She wrote her Senior Individualized Project on pre-
eclampsia. She plans to enter the Michigan State University Medical
School in the fall. 

AGENT GENERATIONS
Mother/Daughter Class Agents Mary Jo Smits ’61 and Heather 
Morrison ’95

Q. How did each of you come to take on the class agent role for your
class?

Mary Jo: When Mary McClean retired from active duty as our class agent,
she suggested me as a "runner up."  I was able to start working with my
class in time to organize our 30th reunion in 1991.  

Heather: I experienced a similar situation.  In 1997 or 1998 one of my
classmates had stepped down as class agent and a member of the
Alumni Relations office asked if I was interested.  The staff person
specifically referenced my mom and praised her efforts. The timing was
also good in that I was looking forward to our five-year reunion and I was
really looking forward to being in contact with my classmates.

Q. What do you enjoy most about your role as a class agent?

Mary Jo: I enjoy hearing from classmates and seeing them at reunions.
Our class members live all over the world. Some of them are great
scholars who I am sure were spurred on to bigger and greater things
because of their wonderful professors and summer study abroad.  Lately,
the Class Agent Weekend on campus has become a great inspiration.  

Heather: Hearing about the pursuits of my classmates is the best thing
about the job. I am constantly amazed at the things they do. 

Q.  What do you remember most about your years at Kalamazoo College? 

Mary Jo: I remember studying to the clang of heat pipes in Trowbridge,
touring with the College Choir and Dr. Overly, and being a member of the
Women’s Dorm Council.  I remember cramming for Dr. Batts' famous
biology final by studying in the bathtub with pillow and blanket all night.
I helped paint the names of the then 22 phyla on the wall, which certainly
upset Ms. Mabel Mordhorst, the resident supervisor of Trowbridge.  And
how could I forget those mornings of trying to look alive for Dr. Barrett's
8 A.M. English class—I am not a morning person.

Heather:  I remember trying to look alive for Dr. Fuchs’ 8 A.M. German
class (I am not a morning person either).  I remember when my mom
showed me her old room in Trowbridge when I moved in down the hall as
a sophomore.  Then I remember my parents’ shock when I told them I was
moving into Harmon Hall (the boys’ dorm during their years at Kalamazoo
College).  Other memories?  Freezing on the first question of my senior
comprehensive oral exam and Dr. Barclay giving me a thread to cling to;
standing in line (or finding a person to trust as my proxy) for housing
every quarter; living in the Spanish house and making some great
friends; and, of course, the Quad–traying in the winter and studying in
the sun in the summer. 

Andris Smits ’60 shares his 40th reunion with the class agent ladies in his life—wife Mary Jo ’61
(right) and daughter Heather Morrison ’95. 
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"Why I Give"
Sadaf Khattak ’97

What made you choose Kalamazoo College?

A first-generation immigrant, I was clueless about what I had
to do to get into college.  My parents were very supportive when
it came to my education, but we didn't really know how the
system worked in the US.  My high school guidance counselor
recommended Kalamazoo College to us.  I realize now that if I
had attended a larger university, I would have been lost in the
crowd and would most likely not have taken advantage of all
the opportunities that became part of my Kalamazoo Plan.  It
was the Kalamazoo Plan and the variety of options it provided
that led me to Kalamazoo College.

What are some of your most memorable Kalamazoo College
experiences?

Before going away to college I had led a pretty sheltered life, so
a lot of "firsts" for me happened at Kalamazoo.  I’d never had
espresso, never been to a dance, never had a roommate other
than my sister, never done my own laundry, or paid my own
bills.  I had never really spent an extended period of time away
from home. The best memories I have of my college years are
the people that I met and the experiences we shared, like that
first cup of espresso and the first all-nighter, and getting
written up for the noise violation freshman year.

How have your experiences at Kalamazoo College influenced your life?

The most important lesson I learned at Kalamazoo College was to embrace change.  Things changed every
quarter.  New people came on campus; some of your friends went away, only to return again in a few weeks or
months.  My four years at Kalamazoo College showed me how to make the most of my time wherever I was.
Even though things change and are never quite the same again, you can choose to make the best of the
situation.  My first big move was to move away from home to go to college, and I’ve never stopped moving
since.  It wasn’t long after graduation that I was off working in Germany and traveling around Europe.  I have
moved twice in the last three years with my current employer, from Michigan to Ohio and then to Connecticut,
and I foresee another move sometime this year to parts unknown.

Why do you give to the Kalamazoo College Fund every year?

I learned to be me at Kalamazoo College: me the physics major, the residence advisor, the girl who went to
Russia for four months.  I learned to be part of a student organization, and then to run one.  I gained self-
confidence through exposure to various situations and people.  Part of my success in my current career
[project engineer in the construction industry] is attributable to the lessons I learned at Kalamazoo College.  
I was able to learn to be me because of financial assistance that included both scholarships and loans. I
couldn't have done it any other way.  I want others to have a chance to discover themselves at Kalamazoo
College. That’s why I give.

ALUMNI PAGES

Sadaf Khattak, an engineer
for Hunt Construction Group,
on the Connecticut
Convention Center jobsite in
Hartford, Conn.
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alamazoo native and recent Boston transplant Michael Gouin-Hart ’03
held the cell phone against his ear while paging through the Boston

Globe. On the other end was Richard Berman, director of Career Development
and dean of experiential education at Kalamazoo College, who provided
advice and encouragement.

An ad had captured Michael's attention. Administrator needed. Michael
read it to Richard. The Association of Literary Scholars and Critics. A position
at its ALSC Newsletter. Could this be the job for Michael?

He could hear Richard's voice in his ear telling him: Go for it, Michael.
You can do this. 

And maybe he could. Michael had been a non-traditional student at
Kalamazoo College. He had been 33 years old when he graduated in 2003
with a degree in English. As a student, his appearance hadn't given his age
away. The ponytail he wore the last year of his studies was a reminder of the
days he had played in a rock band, back when he was a high school dropout,
a bright kid unsure of his destination but bursting with dreams.

By commencement, ponytail shorn, a new image was taking shape, and
the changes were far more than cosmetic. Neither of Michael's parents had
graduated from high school. Baby Michael had come along unexpectedly and
both parents left school to work and raise their child. Growing up, Michael
didn’t dare dream too big. After he dropped out of high school he took a desk
job to bolster the income he made as a local rock band singer. His boss
encouraged him to seek more when he saw the diligence and quality of
Michael's work. Michael completed his high school coursework and enrolled
in a community college. A professor there one day pulled him aside and
suggested Kalamazoo College.

Four years later, Michael had his degree. Those four years had been the
best of his life. But what now?

You have to be aggressive, Richard advised. Stay on top of this without
being pushy.

Michael listened. He had been listening to Richard for some time. After
graduation Michael had followed his fiancé (and now wife) Traci Hart to
Boston, where she had a terrific job offer. Soon after he set about finding a
good job for himself. Career Development had coached Michael in his job-
seeking skills. He had done mock interviews over and over again, studying

by Zinta Aistars

Against 
the 
Odds:

From Rock Singer 
to Executive Director
From Rock Singer 
to Executive Director

K videotape of his performances. Richard had played "good cop-bad cop" in
these interviews, always offering advice and motivation. Remember that four
years at Kalamazoo have already tested your comfort zone and expanded it
far beyond anything you might have believed possible, counseled Richard. He
was right, thought Michael. For example, hadn’t study abroad in France
opened new worlds to him and helped him realize his capability for taking
risks and dealing with new situations. Maybe he could do anything. Maybe he
could manage an international association of literary scholars. He would go
for it!

He sent his resume to ALSC Vice President Rosanna Warren, daughter of
novelist and poet Robert Penn Warren (whose works Michael knew thanks to
Kalamazoo College). And she called! She had received hundreds of resumes,
she said, and was reviewing a pretty strong pool of candidates, many of
whom had PhDs. She was almost out the door to a meeting, she added, when
Michael’s resume caught her eye. It was, to say the least, out of the ordinary.
She had five minutes before she had to leave. So he had that much time to
convince her he was right for the position.  

"I told her Kalamazoo College had instilled in me the ability to learn
quickly in new situations and had taught me much about overcoming long
odds,” said Michael. “I told her I would work harder than anyone in that
stack of resumes." Everything he had learned and practiced with Richard
came into play. He was calm and confident under pressure. He expressed his
confidence and enthusiasm. 

And he got the job.
Within a year Michael was promoted from administrator to executive

director of ALSC. He continues to manage the ALSC’s operations, organize its
annual conferences, and edit the ALSC Newsletter.

"At times, I feel a little star struck," he said. "Our review just published
a poem from John Updike. I met Robert Pinsky. Norman Mailer will be the
guest speaker at a conference I am organizing. Ha Jin, Kalamazoo College’s
Summer Common Reading author during my senior year, and winner of the
2004 PEN/Faulkner Award, just signed up as a member at ALSC. There are
days I can’t believe I’m here. But it’s true. I am. And Kalamazoo College made
it possible."

Michael Gouin at his Boston office



You never can be sure
where a Kalamazoo College
class will meet. For
example, one classroom is
the Tarutao National Marine
Park on Rawi Island in
Thailand, (bottom photo,
courtesy of Josh
Vandeburgh ’05) one of the
snorkel sites for the
(“Southeast Asian Island
Ecology and Cultures”)
course that Kalamazoo
College students take
during their study abroad
in Thailand. And speaking
of study abroad, the Class
of 2005 published in May
its issue of Passage:
Images and Reflections of
Study Abroad. Sarah Clancy
edited this year’s
magazine. A few copies
remain. If you’d like to
have one, contact the
Office of College
Communication at
jvsweden@kzoo.edu.CLASSROOM

KALAMAZOO
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the farther journey

And international, cross-cultural education bridges different worlds, creating a tapestry of
understanding, tolerance, and celebration. International, cross-cultural education also is the passion of Kalamazoo College’s 17th president, Dr. Eileen
Wilson-Oyelaran, and her husband, Dr. Olasope Oyelaran. For more on these two remarkable individuals, why they find so deeply moving the two murals
above (Origins, left, and Ascension), and why they are excited about Kalamazoo College, see stories on pages 6 and 11.

A Mural Contains a Thousand Worlds …

Photography by Jackson Smith, courtesy of Winston-Salem Delta Fine Arts, Inc. The murals are located in the Winston-Salem State University’s C.G. O’Kelly Library.




