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T
he National Science
Foundation has
awarded a 
research grant 
to Ann Fraser,

Biology ($175,849), and
John Hofferberth, 
formerly with the
College’s chemistry
department and
today a professor
at Kenyon College
($61,525). The two (and 
their students) will collaborate on a 
three-year evolutionary biology project titled
“Chemosensory basis of host selection by ant-
associated butterflies.” The work will probe
the question of how new species arise, a subject
Charles Darwin called that “mystery of mysteries.” 

Fraser and Hofferberth will study an
Australian butterfly that selects a specific ant
species among which to lay its eggs. The butterfly
larvae secrete a substance the ants use as food. In return the ants protect the larvae from predators and
parasitoids. It’s vital that the butterfly pick the right ant species; the “wrong” ants would eat the butterfly’s
young. When the ants are not visible to the butterfly, it must rely on olfactory clues to make the correct
decision. The joint research project aims to elucidate the olfactory cues used by the butterflies to locate
and identify proper ant partners and to characterize the degree to which butterfly populations exhibit local
adaptation with respect to host ant selection. “To elucidate the olfactory cues, butterfly antennae will be
screened for electrophysiological responses to volatile components emitted by ants,” said Fraser.
“Electrophysiologically-active compounds will be chemically synthesized to verify identifications and
tested for behavioral activity in butterflies using attraction and egg-laying bioassays.” 

The electrophysiological and behavioral studies will be conducted in Fraser’s laboratory at
Kalamazoo College and Australia. Chemical syntheses and identifications will be carried out in
Hofferberth’s laboratory at Kenyon College. The results will broaden understanding of how host
recognition mechanisms and host selection behavior influence the speciation process. “The project will
provide undergraduate students an opportunity to participate in research that integrates biology and
chemistry,” says Fraser, “and to gain skills that will be useful for addressing fundamental questions in basic
or applied research.”

Professors
Will Use Grant
to Probe
“Mystery of
Mysteries”

74154 Cover  10/3/05  11:48 AM  Page 2



1

the farther journey

Fall 2005
Volume 67, No. 1

EDITORS

Jim VanSweden ’73
Zinta Aistars

CREATIVE DIRECTOR

Lisa Darling

SPORTS INFORMATION DIRECTOR

Steve Wideen

PUBLICATIONS ASSISTANT

Lynnette Gollnick

WRITERS

Jeff Palmer ’76
Zinta Aistars
Nania Lee ’03
Mike Galbreath
Robin Lake ’90
Jessica Miles ’05
Jessica English ’94
Ruth Sollitt Williamson ’58

PHOTOGRAPHY

Keith Mumma (including cover)
Susan Andress
Elizabeth Smith ’73
Daina Bowman 

DESIGN

Watson DeZin

PRINTER

Performance Communications
Lake County Press_______________________

DIRECT CORRESPONDENCE TO:
The Editor, LuxEsto
Kalamazoo College
1200 Academy Street
Kalamazoo, MI 49006
269.337.7291
jvsweden@kzoo.edu
Opinions expressed herein do not
necessarily represent the views of
Kalamazoo College or the editors.
LuxEsto (ISSN 1526-7997) is
published quarterly by Kalamazoo
College, 1200 Academy Street,
Kalamazoo, MI 49006 USA.

Printed in the United States of
America.  Periodicals postage paid at
Kalamazoo, Michigan, and at
additional mailing offices.

POSTMASTER: Please send address
changes to LuxEsto, Kalamazoo
College, 1200 Academy Street,
Kalamazoo, MI 49006

© October 2005

Features

11 Great Flight 
Ginger Strand ’87 talks about her new
novel, the process of becoming a writer,
and the role of Kalamazoo College. 

14 Two for the Ages 
Aaron Podolner ’00 and Megan Faurot ’00
took different paths to the high school
science classroom. But the seeds of their
excellence as teachers were sown at
Kalamazoo College. 

17 The Power of Music
This issue’s “College history” piece
provides a glimpse of campus life in the
mid- to late-50s and documents the power
of music education.

20 A Messy Business
Physics professor Jan Tobochnik on chaos
and teaching, and some pretty good books
for the non-physics major.

Plus: in touch with Walter
Waring, some exciting
community outreach
programs, a strong
recycling contest finish,
the entwined history of
Kalamazoo College and the
Kurtz family, photos from
Commencement 2005,
some reunion photos, a
conversation with the new
president, lots of class
notes, and more … 

Corrections: Mary Ellen
Ashcroft, the new chaplain
at Kalamazoo College,
formerly taught at Bethel
University.

The classroom setting
of the study abroad photo
that appeared in “Betting
the Store,” Spring 2005,
page 13, was in Ghana.
Kalamazoo College
students pictured are
Kathryn Devanny and Mary
Huber.

Tenured Reflections:

Four excellent teachers

recently granted tenure

ponder their pasts and

futures at Kalamazoo

College. From left: Guoqi

Xu, Regina Stevens-Truss,

Andy Mozina, and Laura

Furge. Story on page 8.

What’s Happening on Campus?
Planning a visit to Kalamazoo
College?  Check the Kalamazoo
College news Web site for the latest
information about campus events.
Calendar listings are regularly
updated at http://www.kzoo.edu/
pr/calevent/index.html

The name LuxEsto is based
on the College’s official
motto, Lux esto, “be light.”
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M
ath professor John Fink is keeping
the math (and more) door open for
Black and Hispanic middle school
students in Kalamazoo. Using a

four-year grant from the Howard Hughes
Medical Institute, John coordinates a
summer-fall math enrichment program
designed to encourage participants’
successful study of science and math in 
high school.

“Math is a door that opens to many career
paths,” says John. “And more so than many
disciplines, math requires a commitment that is
uninterrupted over all the pre-college years of
schooling. Because math is a foundation for
many other areas of study—science and business
come immediately to mind—closing the door on
math in middle school in effect limits a far
greater number of opportunities,” John adds. “In
contrast, students may choose to close the doors
on other subjects without losing the chance to
reopen those doors later in life. But math’s not
like that, and for many students middle school is
the last chance to keep the math door open.”

For that reason, John’s math camp project is
most appropriately named: “Keeping the Doors
Open.” And math is not his only motive.

“There is a desperate need for more and
improved educational opportunities for the City
of Kalamazoo’s Black and Hispanic school
children,” John says. This year’s “Keeping the
Doors Open” participants included (by self
report) 18 Blacks, three Hispanics, two whites,
and one multiracial student. 

According to John, it is in the College’s best
interest to create and administer programs that
help public school children attain the academic
standards associated with Kalamazoo College,
and the first step in that process is to define high
expectations.

“This program seeks to open the door of

higher education (and of Kalamazoo College
specifically) to students who may not routinely
imagine a future that includes college and
success there,” John says. “The program nurtures
the hope and skills to imagine that future.”

According to John, the future of Kalamazoo
College will depend in part on programs like
“Keeping the Doors Open,” the National Youth

Sports Program (which has occurred the
past two summers at Kalamazoo College),
the Native American Writer’s Conference
that occurred the summer of 2004, and 
the various community outreach service-
learning programs administered by the
College’s Mary Jane Underwood Stryker
Institute for Service-Learning.

The Reverend Jerry McNeely, pastor 
of the AME Church and president of the
Kalamazoo Chapter of the NAACP, is the
instructor for the summer math program.
He earned an engineering degree from the
University of Alabama-Birmingham and served as
a dean at the Illinois Institute of Technology.
Before coming to Kalamazoo, he developed
“Urban Pioneers,” a mathematics enrichment
program in Chicago.

Assisting McNeely is a team of math
counselors that includes Kalamazoo College
students Robert McNabb ’08, Lauren Williams ’08,
D’Angelo Bailey ’05, Nathan Bagley ’08, and
Marquel Pickett ’08. Surapon Vatanavigkit,
professor of mathematics at Bangkok University
in Thailand, gives the camp’s math counselor
corps an international character. 

“His participation is one of the many
serendipitous events that have blessed this
program since its inception,” says John. In
Kalamazoo this summer to work with a research
collaborator at Western Michigan University,
Surapon had read about “Keeping the Doors
Open” in a newsletter published by the
Kalamazoo Public Schools. He wrote to John
asking if he could visit the program because he
was interested in implementing something
similar for middle school students in Bangkok.

LUXESTO2

On the Quad
& Into the
Community

A foursome of
middle school
math friends
worked this
summer to

keep open a
math door and
a gateway to a

future that
includes
college.

Project
coordinator
John Fink (left
photo, at right)
and course
instructor Jerry
McNeeley (right
photo, at left)
provide some
math help to
middle school
students.

OPEN DOORS
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John invited him not only to visit, but to
participate as fully as his schedule would permit.

Activities begin with breakfast followed by
two intensive math sessions punctuated by
recreational activities and lunch. Door-to-door
transportation for the 24 students to and from
the math camp is provided by the College’s vans,
and attendance was 100 percent, notes John.

Follow-
up to the
two-week
summer
session
occurs in
the fall,
when the
Kalamazoo
College
math
counselors
pay weekly
visits to each
of the
students in
their
schools.

“Keeping
the Doors
Open” is not
a remedial

program,” says John. “The participants have
significant aptitude for math but, for various
reasons, were in the process of closing the door
on the subject. We’ve been delighted to discover
they have yet to reach a math saturation point. I
overheard one student remark that he was tired
of playing foozball during a recreation break and
was eager for more math.”

And the lessons are much deeper than math.
“One morning a camper came to me in tears,”
says John. “She wanted to quit because she’d
been unable to solve the previous evening’s
problems. I suggested that we look over her
work, and we discovered that, in fact, she had
done the bulk of it correctly with only a few
slight oversights, which we identified, and then
she reworked the problems. At the end of the day
she proudly showed me three pages of work she
had done correctly and told me that this had
been the best day of camp.

“Now her learning that particular math
concept is wonderful, but far more important was
her discovery of a strategy for achieving success
after supposed failure, of going back to identify
mistakes and then trying a slightly different
approach,” adds John. “She learned that failure,
even multiple failures, is simply an element of a
process of success. That lesson is a gateway to a
future of unlimited potential, whether in math or
anything else.”

3

Combine Kalamazoo College, local youth, and supporters such as
New York Yankee Shortstop (and Kalamazoo native) Derek Jeter’s Turn
2 Foundation, and you get the National Youth Sports Program (NYSP)
at Kalamazoo College.  Pictured (top photo, below) are just a few of

this summer’s
participants along with
Associate Professor of
Physical Education Joe
Haklin (back row, left),
Dr. S. Charles Jeter of the
Turn 2 Foundation (and
Derek’s father, back row,
third from right), Nancy
Brundage (back row,
second from right) of the
Jeter’s Leaders Program
(a signature program of
the Turn 2 Foundation)
and Vice President for

Advancement Bernard
Palchick (back row, right).  

Targeted to the community’s
at-risk youth, NYSP
(pronounced “NISS-pea”)
uses sports and education to
help develop wellness
behaviors and life skills. A
national model, NYSP was
established in 1968 and has
continued to grow since its
inception.  The summer of
2004 marked the first time
that the program had been
provided in Kalamazoo.
Based on the success of
Kalamazoo College’s pilot
year, the program was again
offered this summer with
the help of supporters such
as the Turn 2 Foundation,

the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, and the Kalamazoo Community
Foundation.  

Why run this program at Kalamazoo College?  It is a matter of civic
responsibility and being a good steward and neighbor, according to
Angela Graham, director of corporate and foundation relations.  “Call
it a commitment to developing the potential of youth,” says Angela.
“In truth, it is an extension of what we already do—engage and
educate.  The world is our classroom, whether that world is abroad or
here in our own backyard.  Through programs such as the award-
winning Mary Jane Underwood Stryker Institute, Professor John Fink’s
‘Keeping the Doors Open’ mathematics program [see facing page] and
now the National Youth Sports Program, Kalamazoo College is making
manifest its commitment to our community.  We look forward to the
day when one or more of these young people, perhaps one of the
youth pictured, will enter Kalamazoo College as the next generation to
benefit from the Kalamazoo College experience.”  

NYSP Flourishes at Kalamazoo College
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Writing Place
by Nania Lee ’03 

LUXESTO4

On the Quad
& Into the
Community

Aaron Jim reads his work during the College’s first Native American
Writer’s Workshop. Aaron was one of three former students of Chad
Rucker ’92 at the Tohatchie High School on the Navajo Reservation in
New Mexico.

Workshop participants, teachers, and teacher
assistants pause for a photo.

just a willingness to be open and respond bravely
to the challenging task of writing poetry and
prose on topics ranging from one’s heritage and
family to trauma, love, and tragedy.

English department professors Diane Seuss
and Andy Mozina led daily classes on poetry
writing and prose writing, respectively. In those
sessions students had the chance to read and
discuss work from a wide range of sources and
write their own work in class, after which they
went off with daily assignments.

“The workshops were very lively with lots of
laughter and, as time went on, open emotion,”
says Diane. Teaching assistants Dan Menzo ’04,
Julie Faust ’05, Cate Corbett ’05, and Nick Benca
’06 offered support and creative writing ideas
throughout the week. Amy Smith ’00, who is
Lakota, served as peer counselor for the students.
“The high-school participants were definitely not
the only people learning that week,” says Amelia.
“The professors and teaching assistants learned
much from the young writers as well.”

Everyone had the opportunity to meet with
and hear readings by two award-winning
American Indian writers: Mark Turcotte, a Turtle
Mountain Chippewa poet; and Susan Power, a
Standing Rock Sioux novelist. Turcotte is the
recipient of awards from the National Writer’s
Voice, the Lannan Foundation, the Wisconsin 

F
or a week during the summer of 2004,
Kalamazoo College was the writing place
for 16 Native American students, four
College professors, four Kalamazoo College
student teaching assistants, and two award-

winning Native American writers.
“Writing Place,” the College’s first Native

American writer’s workshop, involved the
College with the American Indian community
locally and nationwide and increased the
College’s visibility to Native-American high
school students considering higher education,
according to Assistant Professor of English
Amelia Katanski ’92, who coordinated the event
with Cari Carpenter, a post-doctoral teaching
fellow at the College.

The workshop was advertised through
American Indian Studies organizations and
supported by a Kellogg Foundation Grant that
covered all costs and fees for the students and by
a Kalamazoo College grant which aided in the
planning process.

Sixteen individuals traveled to Harmon Hall
from Michigan, Oregon, Minnesota, Wisconsin,
California, Arizona, and New Mexico. Three
participants were former students of Chad
Rucker ’92, who currently teaches high school on
the Navajo Reservation in New Mexico.
Extensive writing experience was not required, 
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Arts Board, and the Wordcraft Circle of Native
Writers and Storytellers. Power was honored
with the PEN/Hemingway Award in 1995 for her
first book, The Grass Dancer.

When the students were not working with
Diane and Andy or engaged in discussions and
readings with Turcotte and Power, they watched
films, enjoyed free time on the College campus,
and made a trip to Lake Michigan for some
writing in a natural setting.

“Some students had rarely left very rural,
culturally traditional reservations,” says Diane.
“Others came from more diverse urban centers.
But I saw an important movement during the
week from separation and polarization to
connection—a recognition of something
unnameable shared. I was moved by what each
participant was willing to risk. I learned a great
deal from these students, who quickly gave
themselves over to the courage required to take
on the task of creative writing.”

Many of the students, assistants, and
professors remain in touch with each other, even
though their time together was so brief. “The
workshop was an intense and significant
experience for all of us,” says Amelia. 

Because of the pilot program’s success, the
English Department is working on funding for a
second workshop for the summer of 2006.

“Eventually we hope to provide the
workshop every other year,” says Amelia, “and
we would welcome any support that the alumni
community might offer.”

5

I AM
by Paula Gachupin (Jemez Pueblo, NM)

I am from a village

Where there were battles

Men, women, children being killed

Blood running down my face, water dripping down dark red rocks

I am from the mountains

Where the river flows gently

Trees dying from thirst with the look of old age

I am from rain

Where the water runs down my body like sweat

Where the ditches fill with water like family pours into a wedding

I am from traditions

Dancing to the beat of the drum

Like my heart jumping up and down

I am from terror

Black nights never shine

Screams of girl who never learns to cry

I am from a feast

of Enchiladas soaked in chili

Sitting at the table with sunburned people from

Far away like a road that never ends

I am from legends

Passed generation to generation

Voices that soar like eagles

Amelia Katanski, assistant professor of English and the coordinator of the writing
workshop, with participant Kisha Calabaza, from Jemez Pueblo, New Mexico.
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L
ast spring, five Kalamazoo College students
stood before a U.S. District Court judge and
hundreds of spectators, not to defend

themselves but to argue questions of freedom and
civil liberties.

The students were part of the Bill of Rights
Program sponsored by the Southwestern
Michigan Branch of the American Civil
Liberties Union. Kalamazoo College sent two
teams of three people to participate in two of
the seven mock appeals, which involved
debate on a host of timely topics.

The College’s pre-law advisor, Assistant
Professor of Political Science Daniel Lipson,
hand-picked the students from the participants
in the constitutional law course he’d taught the
quarter before. He also coached the teams,
which argued for affirmative action and against
same-sex marriage, pitted against peers from
Western Michigan University.

“We had done some oral exercises in my
class, so these students had already learned a

lot of the skills related to making good legal
arguments,” said Lipson, who serves on the local
ACLU’s board of directors. “What they learned
from this exercise is what it’s like to be
performing in a real courtroom before a real
judge and an audience of a couple hundred
people, including lawyers, judges and professors.
That’s the kind of pressure most students don’t
ever experience.”

The Kalamazoo College students held up
admirably, according to local attorney and event
organizer Bruce Stein. He noted that most
lawyers do not even argue appeals until they
have had at least four or five years of experience.

“These are the types of controversial issues
that the Supreme Court usually splits 5-4 on,”
noted Stein. “There was a mammoth amount of

information for them to read and take into
consideration, and to condense that into a
focused argument is certainly not easy. We made
it quite realistic and the students conducted
themselves very well in a difficult situation.”

To prepare for the mock appeal, senior Sam
Sedaei stayed on campus during spring break to
research his affirmative action case. He has
spoken in front of large groups before, but felt
that the ACLU event posed unique challenges
and opportunities.

“In higher education, you don’t often get the
chance to actually defend yourself in oral
format,” said Sedaei, who hails from Chicago.
“We learned what we were good at and what our
weak points were. I knew I would have been able
to write strong arguments in support of
affirmative action, but it was a totally different
situation to be on the spot in a real courtroom.”

Sedaei’s teammate Patrick Castle is an
experienced debater who has become
accustomed to making oral arguments. However,
the junior from Coldwater, Mich., said he still
found the exercise useful in terms of honing his
skills and furthering his understanding of the Bill
of Rights.

Castle, the only student who participated in

Courtroom Drama
Students Participate 

in Bill of Rights Program
by Jessica English ’94 

LUXESTO6

On the Quad
& Into the
Community
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both cases, faced a real-life challenge in arguing
against same-sex marriage, given that he
personally supports such unions. 

“The process reinforced my idea that, when
you become educated about these issues, you can
see that both sides have good reasons for taking
these positions,” reflected Castle, a philosophy
major who plans to attend law school and practice
courtroom law.

“The questions were very good, and they really
put some of the less developed arguments in an
exposed position and forced both sides to reinforce
what they had said or even take a little different
position,” said Castle. “The interaction with the
community was by far the best part. Ultimately the
public is the judge of the legitimacy of these
decisions.”

The judgment of the public and the ACLU
appears to be that the Bill of Rights
Program was a resounding success.
Lipson said that, although this was
the first program since 1994, the
board now plans to hold the event
annually. He hopes that Kalamazoo
students will continue as key
players.

“This was an interesting,
intellectually rigorous event that certainly fits in
very well with the Kalamazoo College vision of
experiential learning and being engaged with the
community,” Lipson said.

Law Interest Leads 
to New Review
by Jessica English ‘94

Inspired by similar publications at Harvard and
Yale, a Kalamazoo College student has launched
the Lux Esto Law Review.

“I absolutely love the law–I can’t live without
it,” said Sam Sedaei ’06. “I wanted to create a
forum for students to talk about the law in an
academic way outside the classroom.”

The review debuted in March as a 35-page
online publication. It included four student papers,
as well as columns on Social Security and venture
capital. The first issue is available only on the Web,
but Sedaei is pursuing funding for a paper version
of future reviews.

Sedaei, the Review’s editor-in-chief, has plans
to publish the journal at least quarterly and
possibly monthly. He and his editorial team are
soliciting student papers but also hope that alumni
will get involved. Alumni submissions could come
in the form of essays or articles, or simply as briefs
previously written for an interesting case.

“Alumni contributions would really enhance
the law review,” said Sedaei. “If they submit a brief
that they already have on file, the only additional
work that would be needed is to perhaps write a
short introduction outlining the case and its main
issues, plus whatever additional details they
wanted to provide.”

The inaugural issue of the
Lux Esto Law Review can be
viewed online at
www.kzoo.edu/prelaw.
Questions or submissions for
subsequent editions should be
sent by e-mail to Sedaei at
k02ss03@kzoo.edu.

7

Kalamazoo College
students Patrick Castle
(left) and Sam Sedaei
confer about the
opponent’s argument at
the American Civil
Liberties Union’s mock
appeal on affirmative
action.

Kalamazoo College participants in
the ACLU Bill of Rights Program (l-r):
Sam Sedaei ’06, Assistant Professor
of Political Science Daniel Lipson,
William Sbach ’07, and Patrick
Castle ’06.
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students, 
programs, and 
traditions. They all 
say that they plan 
to teach at 
Kalamazoo College 
for many years. 
And, outside of 
academics, they 
are rather hobby-less, choosing to spend their
limited amount of free time with their spouses
and children. 

“The thing is, you spend most of your time
teaching when you’re here,” Andy says.
All four taught before coming to Kalamazoo
College. Laura most recently had tutored first-
year medical students and lectured at Vanderbilt.
Regina was a lecturer in the College of Pharmacy
at the University of Michigan. Andy taught at
Boston University and Washington University.
Guoqi was a visiting assistant professor at
Wheaton College, a teaching fellow and senior
tutor at Harvard University, and a lecturer at
Nankai University in China.

Beyond helping to prepare students
for life after their undergraduate

experiences, the professors have
achieved major
accomplishments in their fields
of endeavor.

Laura, a biochemist, focuses her
work on cancer and
carcinogens. Since coming to

Kalamazoo College, she has
published papers with student co-
authors about her research on
oltipraz, a synthetic drug now in

clinical trials in China that may both
protect against particular
carcinogens and also disarm

potential carcinogens. She
has received funding

for her research
from the Dreyfus

Foundation and
the Michigan Life

Sciences Corridor.
She has also presented

a number of invited
lectures on oltipraz and
teaching at national
scientific meetings,

universities, and

DISTINGUISHED
FOURSOME

Tenure Awarded to Professors 
in Chemistry, English, History

LUXESTO8

B
esides the Kalamazoo College’s
graduating class of 2005, there is
another class this year. And the people
in it, unlike the student graduates, plan
to remain on campus for many years.
They comprise the class of newly

minted tenured professors. 
The four, who began their Kalamazoo

College careers in 1999 or 2000, were granted
tenure and promoted to associate professor status
by the Kalamazoo College Board of Trustees in
March. They are:

Laura Furge, PhD, chemistry, (BA,
biochemistry, Oberlin College; PhD,
biochemistry, Vanderbilt University);

Andrew Mozina, PhD, English, (BA,
economics, Northwestern University; MA,
creative writing, Boston University; MA
and PhD, English language and literature,
Washington University);

Regina Stevens-Truss, PhD, chemistry, (BA,
biology, Rutgers University; PhD,
medicinal chemistry, University of Toledo);
and

Guoqi Xu, PhD, history, (BA, history,
Anhui Normal University; MA, history,
Nankai University; PhD, history,
Harvard University).

Their pictures on these pages show
their obvious differences. Their
backgrounds, ethnicities, cultures, genders
and native homes are definitely diverse.

Laura hails from Arkansas, for example,
Andy grew up in Wisconsin, Regina
comes from Panama and Guoqi is a

native of China.
Their similarities, however, are

far more prominent than their
differences. Each, although
still relatively young, has

accomplished a good deal.
All are passionate about

teaching and have high
regard for Kalamazoo

College
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companies. Laura is currently
writing an invited review on drug
metabolism for the Journal of
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
Education. 

Since his arrival at Kalamazoo
College, Andy has published
numerous short stories, essays and
reviews. He is also the author of a
book of literary criticism, Joseph
Conrad and the Art of Sacrifice: The Evolution of the
Scapegoat Theme in Joseph Conrad’s Fiction, published
by Routledge. Andy’s book explores the importance of
sacrifice in Conrad’s major fiction, both as a theme and
in Conrad’s stance as a writer and how Conrad’s life,
politics and literary background shaped his treatment
of the problem. He is currently working on a short
story collection, My Way of Crying, and a novel,
Contrary Motion.

Regina, a biochemist, seeks to elucidate
mechanisms of neurodegenerative diseases. During her
time at Kalamazoo College, she has continued to
publish in research journals and earlier this year had a
paper published in Biochemistry, the premier journal in
her field. As important as both teaching at Kalamazoo

and research are to Regina, she is
also deeply involved with

taking science to
youngsters outside of the

College environs. “I
make sure I get out
into the community

and take the fun of
science to the public

schools,” she says.
During the spring

quarter, for example,
Regina had 50 first-

year Kalamazoo College
students doing hands-on

activities with inner city
children for four weeks, “a

good learning
experience for

both the College students and the
elementary students,” she says.

Guoqi is a leading scholar in the
international history of China. He has
published numerous articles and book
chapters. Earlier this year, the
Cambridge University Press published
Guoqi’s China and the Great War: China’s
Pursuit of a New National Identity and
Internationalization. According to Guoqi,

this is the first full-length study of China’s involvement
in World War I from the perspective of international
history. In writing it, he used largely unknown archival
materials from China, France, Germany, the United
Kingdom, and the United States. He is currently
working on his second book, Sport Matters: the Olympic
Games and China’s Quest for National Identity and
Internationalization, 1894-2008, which is scheduled to
be finished by the end of 2007.

Publishing books with well-respected publishers,
having papers appear in prominent journals, and
lecturing away from Kalamazoo College not only gets
the professors well-earned recognition, but it reflects
well on the College and is quite an accomplishment for
a school its size.

But the main reason, of course, for the four to be at
Kalamazoo College is to help educate students. And
they say that they find willing learners. 

“Students here genuinely want to know–they’re
here for the knowledge they can attain,” Regina says.
“Sure, we have a few that just want to get what they
need for their career. But we have a huge percentage of
students who seek for the sake of knowing.”

“The students are really interesting,” Andy says.
“Especially in fiction writing classes
after they’ve been on study
abroad. The stuff they come up
with is just wonderful.”
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“Kalamazoo College allows me to do
cutting-edge scholarship,” says Guoqi. “But
beyond that, I get the most enjoyment when I
can motivate students. And the students are
very good. They work hard and are generally
excited about learning. The faculty and staff
also work very hard. Kalamazoo College is a
fine place because people here really do care about
teaching and learning.”

“Kalamazoo College inspires you to continue
thinking about effective ways of teaching because the
students are very good,” Laura says, “and they like to
be challenged. They’re willing to try new things, and
they prompt you to continue learning about things you
don’t know enough about.”

“What I like about teaching at Kalamazoo is
interacting with the students,” says Regina. “I love that
light-bulb moment that I get from them when they’re
struggling through something and then reach that
epiphany: ‘Oh, I get it!’”

All four say that the high quality of the liberal arts
education students receive here was a major aspect of

drawing them to Kalamazoo. They have high praise
for the Kalamazoo Plan, with

particular kudos for study abroad
and Senior Individualized

Projects (SIP).
“The study abroad

part of a student’s
education here is
extremely important,”
Guoqi points out. “The
fact that students have
the opportunity to study

in cultures that are very
different than their own is

important for their growth and
development and something
that many schools much larger

than Kalamazoo College cannot
offer their students.”

The four also like working with
students on their SIPs and the fact

that the SIP is a keystone of the
Kalamazoo Plan.

“With study abroad,
internships, and externships,
students are able to explore a lot
and then come back and do
something substantial in a specific
field with a SIP,” says Andy. “That’s
what education ought to be about,

and it seems very well conceived to me.”
“The SIP is a highly valuable experience,” Laura

says. “Students should be doing this anyway. They
should be seeking out opportunities to put into practice
what they’ve been learning.”

Laura, Regina, and Guoqi involve students in their
research. In fact, students are included in the research
papers Laura and Regina have published recently. And
Guoqi has students help with his current study of
sports in China. Andy assists students in other ways. “I
teach three writing classes in a sequence,” he says. “I
can have a student progress through all three, and
sometimes work with them with their SIP too, so I get
to see people really develop though that process. I had a
student write a novel, and it’s very exciting to see that
happen.”

While they find great good at Kalamazoo College,
the professors also know that improvements can be
made. Guoqi would like to see the endowment
increased “in order to make this an even greater place.”
And he and his colleagues say that there needs to be
more emphasis on the social aspects of college life. “We
do need to find ways to create a more relaxing and
social environment for students on campus,” 
Guoqi says.

“The academics are intense, but that’s the way the
students want them,” Andy says. “I just think they
would like to enjoy themselves a bit more. I don’t blame
them. I think we can do both.”

Of course, receiving tenure is a commitment on the
part of the College to the professors. But they state that
they didn’t operate in the past just to achieve tenure.
Perhaps Regina best sums up that point when she says,
“ I don’t think I’m going to change–I’ll still be
exhausted at the end of every quarter. I have the same
commitment that I had before tenure. I really care
about our students, I care about their learning, and
those things won’t change.”

And Andy expands on Regina’s point by expressing
what all the newly tenured associate professors

would like people interested in the
College to understand. “I take my

job seriously,” he says, “and I
work really hard. I think people
who know and love this school
should know that there are
people here now who are trying

to carry on the terrific traditions
that have been built up over the
years by the faculty at Kalamazoo

College.”
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“Y
ou have to be
able to kill
your babies,”

says Ginger Strand ’87.
But the look in this
author’s eyes is
anything but
murderous. Ginger
Strand’s baby, debut
novel Flight, published
by Simon and Schuster
and released last May,
has taken its first steps
into the literary world,
and Ginger is one
proud mama. 

Flight is a story
about family. Real
family. The kind with
dysfunctions in every
closet. Set in a
fictional rural
Michigan town, the
Gruen family gathers
on the family farm to
celebrate the wedding
of youngest daughter
Leanne. 

Will Gruen, the
father, is a pilot who is
feeling his age and the
fast approach of what
may be his last
opportunity as a
commercial airline
pilot. He has received
an offer that would
mean relocating to
Hong Kong, and he
has yet to gather the
courage to broach the
subject with his wife,
Carol. He wonders if
he might accept the
transfer even if Carol
does not agree to go
with him. 

And she might
not. On Carol’s mind
is a Bed and Breakfast,
and as she moves
about the farmhouse,
busy with wedding preparations, her mind is
filled with ideas of transformation for the
farmhouse into a business, and with it the giddy

seduction of independence. 
Eldest daughter Margaret has secrets of her

own. She arrives making excuses for an absentee
husband, but over the span of the three days of

11

KILLING “BABIES” AND TAKING FLIGHT
by Zinta Aistars

Ginger Strand:
“Kalamazoo College

taught me to be a
reader and a thinker.
Good writing is good

thinking.”
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wedding preparation it is
revealed that divorce,
complete with messy
custody battles, is
impending. 

But surely the bride
is happy? No. The bride
is sneaking drinks from
a silver flask, and not
only does she suffer cold
feet the night before the
wedding—she takes
flight. 

Ginger Strand’s first
novel takes on family
drama with openhearted
courage. The reader is
allowed to feel a part of
the wedding hustle and
madness, and to be one
of the family, without
fanfare, so roll up your
sleeves and help shell
the shrimp. 

Strand’s literary style
is straightforward with
just the right spice of
wit. She tells an
everyday story with flair and humor. A subtle
image throughout the drama is a pair of caged
doves being kept for dramatic release at the

wedding ceremony. Throughout the
movement of the story, now and then,
here and there, the characters check
the doves: are they perhaps feeling ill
from being caged too long and kept 
in the garage? Will they take flight 
on cue? 

I met Ginger Strand during her
reading at Athena Book Shop in
Kalamazoo (she returned home to
unveil her Flight, but currently
resides in New York City). A short
time later, I attended a book fair in
Ann Arbor, Michigan, where Strand
discussed her book, the process of
becoming a published author, and
how Kalamazoo College prepared her
to take wing. 

LuxEsto: Give us a background
snapshot of who you are, your roots,
your life today, and what it is that
drives you.

Ginger: I grew up in a lot of places,
but spent most of my high school

years in Allegan, a small town about 30 miles
north of Kalamazoo. Kalamazoo College was the
only college I applied to, because once I visited I
knew it was the right place for me. After

Kalamazoo, on the
advice of some of my
professors, I went on to
Princeton for a PhD in
English. However, it
became apparent to me
that I didn’t want to be a
scholar of literature; I
wanted to write. So I
finished the degree but
left academia and took a
job as a copywriter for a
branding and marketing
firm. I signed up for
night classes in fiction at
the Writers’ Voice in New
York. Now I do freelance
copywriting—you have
to make money, after
all!—teach writing
occasionally, and devote
most of my time to my
own work.

LuxEsto: And your
connection to Kalamazoo
College? Describe your
experience at Kalamazoo?

Ginger: I majored in English and did a ten-week
foreign study in Hanover, Germany, so that I
could spend two quarters on the Great Lakes
Colleges Association (GLCA) New York Arts
Program in my junior year. That program was
fantastic. I worked as an intern at The Paris
Review, which gave me some real insight into the
literary world and how it worked. (Incredibly, I
decided to brave it anyway!) It also made me
realize New York was where I wanted to live. The
city energizes me.

My Senior Individualized Project in the
English department was a comparison of
Chaucer’s and Shakespeare’s version of the
Troilus and Cressida story. I loved immersing
myself in Middle English for a semester. Howard
Roercke was my advisor—a man as courtly and
erudite and refined as a medieval lyric himself.
He died the year I graduated, and was much
missed.

LuxEsto: How did your Kalamazoo College
education lead you to where you are today? Did
your experience there help you as a writer?

Ginger: Kalamazoo was a great place to be in love
with books. Writers always visited, and we went
to their readings, because at Kalamazoo College
the world of books was important. My classes
taught me to be a better reader, as well as shaping
me as a writer. I took poetry with Conrad
Hilberry, a great inspiration, and writer-in-
residence Colette Inez. Both are still friends. I
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Ginger Strand at her Paris
Review desk during her
Kalamazoo College
career development
internship.
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also took a fiction class with Erin McGraw. All my
seminars taught me how to commit to writing and
helped me start building a voice. In addition, there
were inspiring people and writers like Gail Griffin 
who showed me how writing and life could help shape
each other.

Most importantly, Kalamazoo College taught me a
level of independence I think is critical to writing and
to other pursuits too. Often I hear news of classmates
who are doing self-motivated, creative, inspiration-
driven things, whether it’s writing, or bell ringing, or
starting an independent press. All of these things
require you to dive into a project, follow an obsession
with both seriousness and wonder, and put it all
together in a coherent way at the end. Some people
might be born with that ability, but I learned it at
Kalamazoo College, through things like my SIP, doing
an independent study, even just class projects.
Kalamazoo College always held me to high standards,
not just of execution, but of self-direction. That 
served me well in grad school, and it’s served me well
as a writer.

LuxEsto: Tell us something about Flight when it was
still grounded. What was the creative seed to this
story? The story behind the story?

Ginger: Flight centers on a commercial pilot trying to
hold himself and his family together in the aftermath
of 9/11 and the lead-up to his retirement. My father
was a commercial pilot while I was growing up, and at
some point I began to think of his career—from the
heyday of the Sixties through the era of deregulation
and airline bankruptcies—as representative of an era
of sweeping change in American life. The story,
however, is made up and the characters are fictional,
though I did borrow a number of my father’s tales. My
dad never went to Vietnam, as my character Will does,
so I had to do a fair bit of research for that section.

LuxEsto: Perhaps there are budding writers and
creative artists among our readership, and those of us
in the creative arts know pursuing a career in that
direction can be harsh on even the thickest hide. Can
you tell us something about your own path to
publication? How did you fit writing into your
schedule? 

Ginger: I probably shouldn’t admit this, but my first
published story was written entirely on company time.
I used to write a lot on the subway, too, on my way to
and from work. My earliest published stories were
really short, because I wrote at night, on weekends, on
business trips—whenever I could squeeze it in. You
have to love doing it enough to want to do it in your
free time.

I started to take myself seriously as a writer when I
took two weeks off my copywriting job to take a
seminar with Michael Cunningham at the Fine Arts
Work Center in Provincetown. He encouraged me to
start sending things out. I then spent a couple of years
writing and publishing short stories and essays in

obscure but meritorious literary journals. Finally, I had
what I thought was a collection, and sent it to an agent
recommended by a journal editor. The agent took me
on—but asked me to rewrite the book as a novel. Boy
was it hard to hear that! But he was right. I did it and
he sold it.

Telling the story like that, it sounds pretty
straightforward. But of course it’s not. It’s a long, hard
slog full of doubt and rejection. If I didn’t love the
actual process of writing—if I didn’t give a sigh of
pleasure every time I sit down at my keyboard—I
wouldn’t do it. I’d go get a well-paying job that was
easier and offered perks like free office supplies, a 401-
K, and respectability.

LuxEsto: Ever get (God forbid and knock on wood)
writer’s block? 

Ginger: Don’t even speak of it! No, what I get is
“writer’s schlock.” You have to be willing to write what
I call “schlock” before you get to the good stuff. To
stop writing is death. I learned this too at Kalamazoo
College: Con Hilberry taught us that 90 percent of
what we write is practice for the other 10 percent. I
find that to be true for my work too. You have to be
willing to kill your babies. A writer gets deeply
attached to her work, but you must be able to let go of
what does not fall into that 10 percent. 

One of the most valuable lessons I learned at
Kalamazoo as a young writer was not to fear failure.
We were taught to try, fail, try again, fail better. We
weren’t coddled in our creative writing classes at
Kalamazoo. I learned not to be crushed by a “bad”
critique, but that the occasional production of bad
writing is part of the process. Writing is about process.
In our classes it was never about the best grade but
about learning.

LuxEsto: Other published works?

Ginger: In addition to fiction I write essays on topics
that obsess me. Last year it was public aquariums: I
published a long essay on them in the February issue
of The Believer, a very cool magazine put out by the
people who publish McSweeney’s. It has been reprinted
since in Harper’s magazine. Currently I have an essay
in Swink (www.swinkmag.com) called “Against
Connoisseurship.” My website, www.gingerstrand.com,
has links to these and other things.

LuxEsto: What are you working on now? Goals?

Ginger: I have a number of essays and short stories in
the cooker as well as a new novel I started last
summer. They are all competing for my attention right
now, but I can feel that one of them is going to rise to
the top and begin to obsess me very soon. That’s a
great feeling when it happens. Although it means you
run out of underwear because you don’t do laundry for
months.

13
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In 2008, for the first time in more than 100 years,
Kalamazoo College will not graduate a certified
teacher. People may disagree about the College’s
decision to dissolve its education department and
discontinue its secondary education certification
program, but they do agree that over the years the
College’s liberal arts undergraduate learning
experience has produced some of the best teachers in
the world. LuxEsto offers the following two
examples, a tribute to the excellence of the College’s
training of teachers. And the good news is that such
excellence will continue, albeit less directly. Of the
two examples, one certified during the four-year
undergraduate experience, the other certified after
graduation. Kalamazoo College will continue to
provide the undergraduate foundation for excellent
teachers, and, as a result, those parts of the world
where Kalamazoo College graduates teach will 
“be light.”  

Aaron Podolner ’00 — Physics Teacher,
Oak Park-River Forest High School 

Thirty-five squealing children are dragging
their teacher across the
classroom floor. There he is,
feet up, long legs extended,
jeaned bottom skidding
across the tiles, and he’s not
the least bit upset by the
behavior of his students. In
fact, Aaron Podolner is
laughing amiably. He is
teaching, and by the end of
this particular lesson, his
young students have learned
a memorable lesson about
the physics of heat when an
object is subjected to
friction, in this case caused
by dragging Aaron’s rear
across the classroom floor. 

This scene took place
in a Madrid, Spain, primary school, where,
during his Kalamazoo College study abroad
program, Aaron had his first experience teaching.
He was still a student himself, and for him the
lesson of the day was that he loved to teach. 

Fast forward to 2004, after only three years
as a high school physics teacher at Oak Park-
River Forest High School (outside Chicago),
Aaron Podolner was one of
only ten teachers (and the
youngest recipient ever) chosen
to receive the Golden Apple
Award for Excellence in
Teaching. The Golden Apple
Foundation had chosen the ten

from a pool of nearly 700 nominees in the
Chicago area. Each of the winners received a
tuition-free sabbatical at Northwestern
University, a cash award of $2,500, a personal
computer from Apple, and induction into the
Golden Apple Academy.

“He is an exceptional educator,” said a
Golden Apple observer, “with guileless
enthusiasm, energy, youth, and a willingness to
explore new ideas.”

“Whatever it takes to teach a lesson,” is
Aaron’s definition of “willingness.” 

Aaron was a student at Oak Park-River
Forest High School when it was time for him to
select a college. He attended a college fair at his
school and sought out smaller institutions. “I saw
the Ivy Leagues,” he recalls, “but I liked what
Kalamazoo College had to offer. Small enough for
individual attention, yet with a major study
abroad program. When I visited Kalamazoo I
knew it was the place for me. I’ve always been
interested in math and science, and these were
particularly strong departments at Kalamazoo
College. I still brag to colleagues about how I had
dinner at the homes of my professors and chatted
about current events and issues.”

At Kalamazoo College, Aaron didn’t stick
with just science. In high school he had been on
the wrestling team when he had an epiphany.

“Instead of rolling around on the mat with
sweaty guys,” he says, a twinkle of mischief in
his eye, “wouldn’t it be more fun to frolic with
girls in tutus?” 

TWO FOR THE AGES
by Zinta Aistars

LUXESTO14

“My favorite aspect of
teaching physics is that I

have the opportunity to
change the way my

students view the world
around them,” Aaron

explains. Beside him is
the Golden Apple Award.

Aaron (left)
explores the

physics of
mud wrestling

during his
undergraduate

days.
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Aaron did the unthinkable for adolescent
high school boys: he joined the high school
dance troupe. Later, at Kalamazoo College, Aaron
founded the Frelon (French for “hornet”) Dance
Company, a student-run orgainization with
approximately 100 participants. The troupe
explores different dance styles including jazz,
hip-hop, funk, classical ballet, Pointe, lyrical
ballet, Hula, stomp, swing, salsa, and many
others. Every spring quarter, the dance company
puts on a performance, which Aaron often
attends. He dances regularly with a group in
Chicago as a form of exercise and relaxation. 

“I’ve always been comfortable trying
something new, something different,” he says.
“It’s why I enjoy being with my students so
much. Sixteen and seventeen year olds are just
starting to figure out life and think about their
futures. I love being a part of that process. It
keeps me young.”

So young that occasionally Aaron gets asked
to show a hall pass in his own school. He brings
a youthful spirit of playfulness to his classroom
because he believes we learn best when learning
is fun.

“I admit some of what I do to teach a lesson
has entertainment value for me as well,” he says.
“There’s very little I won’t do to get a lesson
across and to get my students engaged. I try to
always come up with something fresh, something
they’ve never seen before.”

Aaron has been seen standing on the end of a
plank that is protruding off a table in his
classroom. “All the kids were begging me not to
do it, but based on the physics, I knew it
wouldn’t tip over.”

Students watch and then discuss action
movies, applying physics to stunts to understand
how they worked. Exams often include long,
elaborate stories, such as one in which the
students are lost in a Dr. Seuss world and must
use physics to escape. 

When asked about the future of education,
however, Aaron gets serious. “It is one of the
most challenging times in history to teach,” he
says. “Expectations are so high, perhaps
unreasonable. Teachers are expected to correct all
the ills of modern society and so many broken
homes. Parents confuse advocating for good
grades with advocating for their kids.”

As challenging as it might be, though, Aaron
can’t envision being anything other than a
teacher. He has found the career that keeps him
enthused, and his enthusiasm for learning is the
most important lesson he teaches his students.

Megan Faurot ’00 — Science Teacher,
Young Women’s Leadership Charter
School (YWLCS) 

As any science teacher knows, breaking a
few rules can be good science. Breaking rules can

sometimes lead to expanded knowledge. 
In 2000, the same year that Megan earned her
degree in biology at Kalamazoo College, Young
Women’s Leadership Charter School (YWLCS)
opened its doors as Chicago’s only public school
for girls. There are only a couple dozen such
schools throughout the country. A little more
than 300 girls entered those doors, and their
backgrounds were as racially diverse as might be
expected in an inner city school: 67 percent
African-American, 17
percent Latina, 15
percent Caucasian,
and 1 percent Asian.
Nearly 300 more are
currently on the
waiting list. The
school has a
curriculum that is
focused on math,
science, technology,
and the humanities.

“Supposedly girls
are not into math and
science,” Megan says,
“and inner city girls
that often come from
disadvantaged
backgrounds have
traditionally not done
as well in academics as
their more affluent
sisters. Here at
YWLCS, we turn that
all on its head.”

YWLCS has
quickly become one of
Chicago’s, if not the
nation’s, educational
success stories, and a
part of that success comes from classrooms
like Megan’s. 

“The mission of YWLCS is to provide urban
girls a rigorous college preparatory education and
to instill in them strong leadership skills. We
strive to build strong relationships with each of
our students to support and motivate them to
reach their personal, social, academic, and career
goals. We teach science and math, but we also
teach responsibility and adherence to a code 
of honor.”

When Megan was a student at Kalamazoo
College, she was unsure of her calling. Options
seemed overwhelming, and Megan learned what
a difference the right kind of guidance and
support can make. She has frequently turned to
Karen Selby, the former education professor at
Kalamazoo College, for advice and support on
teaching techniques.

“Kalamazoo College was a place of firsts for
me,” she says. “I had never been on a plane
before I went to Madrid, Spain, for my study

“Becoming an
educator was the
right choice for me,”
Megan says. “YWLCS
is not a typical school.
Like Kalamazoo
College it is small
enough to build one-
on-one relationships
with my students.
That makes all the
difference.”

15
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abroad. My internship took me to the Mayo
Clinic, but I still wasn’t sure how I
wanted to use my biology degree.
After I earned my degree, I returned
to Mayo Clinic for my first job in a
science lab. One day I was asked to
prepare for a high school student
field trip to our laboratory, and I had
so much fun planning the day and
working with the students that I
realized what it was that I wanted to
do. I wanted to teach high school
science.”

Megan credits Kalamazoo
College with preparing her to teach
in a school with a diverse student
body. “I mean, look at me. I’m white
and I’m blonde. I’m the minority
here. The students and I
acknowledge that we are different,
and we can laugh about it. How can I

possibly understand their backgrounds? But
when I studied abroad, I learned how to work
with people from many different cultural
backgrounds. I learned to be open to how others
learn; we all learn in an individual manner.”

When asked about the pros and
cons of an all-girl school, Megan has
her pros readily available. The girls,
she says, are free of distractions. In a
world that still values a female’s
beauty over her intellect, young
women often suppress their
intelligence to be popular with
young men. At YWLCS, academics
remain their top concern. “We
provide an environment where the
girls feel free to express themselves,
to develop a voice, to pursue their
passions, and to become leaders.” 

The cons? “Can’t think of any,”
she says. 

In her classroom, Megan is
proud to show off “that I love
science. Yes, I admit it, I’m excited
about biology!” And her excitement

spreads. Among school projects she has led was a
recent trip to the Chicago River. 

“Our science department organized Chicago
River trips for each grade level, 7th through 11th,
to study the physical, environmental, chemical,
and biological aspects of the River. Students at
each grade level used the scientific procedure to
investigate a different aspect of the River, from
investigating the growth cycle of
microorganisms, to measuring the turbidity,
depth, width, velocity, and flow rate of the river.
Some studied the ecological impact of native and
invasive plant species, while others measured the
human environmental impact. After we returned
from our trips, we analyzed our data and
designed scientific poster boards to present at a

science fair.”
In June 2005, Megan took seven of her

students to Puerto Rico to study mahogany trees
and tree frogs. The girls learned how to collect
and analyze data, make claims based on scientific
evidence, and then returned home to present
their research and data to colleagues and the
community. 

Like most good teachers, Megan realizes that
not all learning takes place within the confines of
a classroom or a curriculum. Not only has her
enthusiasm for science caught on with her
students, but so has her passion for running. 

“They call me ‘the running health nut,’” she
smiles. At Kalamazoo College, Megan was named
Michigan Intercollegiate Athletic Association
(MIAA) Soccer star, but in Chicago she runs
without the ball. She regularly participates in
marathons and triathlons, running as many as
five in one year. “My girls check on my
progress,” she says, “and so I invited them to run
with me. Together, we started a running club,
and right now I have ten girls who will run down
to the lake with me after school hours, where we
then sit on a bench and have a picnic. With no
chips.”

While her students learn from her, Megan
also learns from her students. “I’ve grown so
much while I have been here,” she says. “When I
first started teaching, I gave a lot of lectures. But
then I had to stop and look at what was working
and what was not working. To learn, we have to
get excited about our subject matter, and so now
my classroom is almost all hands-on learning. We
do experiments and have labs, we do dissections
and talk about medicine, and we build one-on-
one relationships. I’ve learned a great deal about
patience—it pays.

“There’s no doubt in my mind that I made
the right choice when I chose a career in
education. I wanted to be a role model and
motivate students to go into science.”

Recently, the school was visited by Oprah
Winfrey, a high profile supporter of single-gender
education. Winfrey wanted to see why YWLCS
had become such a success story. More than 40
percent of the school’s graduates plan to go on to
higher education to major in science, math, and
technology fields. Winfrey was so impressed on
her tour of the school that she wrote out a six-
figure check on the spot to support its programs,
and then returned again as commencement
speaker to the graduating class. 

“As long as I am teaching,” says Megan, “this
is where I want to teach. To feel like I have a
positive impact on the lives of these young
women is my definition of success.”
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Young Women’s
Leadership
Charter School in
Chicago

Megan on the
finish line of the
2003 Boston
Marathon. Her
students call her a
“running health
nut.”
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T
here have recently been several fine LuxEsto
articles telling of the exotic adventures of
the College’s more recent graduates.  But I
would also like to see more stories relating
to us seasoned old-timers. So here I sit

trying to glean some nuggets of wisdom from my
kaleidoscope of life experiences as a hopeless and
unapologetic music addict.

My only remote claim to fame is that of having
been honored by the New Mexico Music Teachers
Association as their 1990 Music Teacher of the Year.
My acceptance speech focused on the amazing power
of music as I have seen it played out in so many facets
of my musical career. What follows is a glimpse of an
unremarkable but gratifying life as a Kalamazoo
College trained musician and teacher. The stone above
the side door at Mary Trowbridge House proclaims,
“The End of Learning is Gracious Living.” I’m here to
tell you that the end of learning can be a whole lot of
fun as well.

Old codgers like to talk about the “good old
days”—such reminiscences being clearer than the
memory of where I left my glasses. So that is where I
begin. When I was a kid growing up in the little farm
town of Mendota, Illinois, music gave me a sense of
self-worth. That was probably because it was the only
thing I could do better than my talented and much
more popular older sister. My dad was minister of the
Mendota First Baptist Church. My folks couldn’t afford
50-cent private piano lessons for me, but in the third
grade I was allowed to begin 25-cent class lessons.
Music quickly became the center of my life. In
addition to my efforts at the piano, my long-suffering
parents endured the screeches and squawks of a Sears
& Roebuck violin and a 15-dollar clarinet before I
finally settled on a second-hand trumpet as an
instrumental companion.

During my high school years I earned enough
money at after-school jobs to pay for a few organ
lessons in a nearby town. On lesson days a group of
my friends would pile into the car with me, and when

my lesson was over the evening
always ended with 12-cent
hamburgers and 24-cent malts at
the White Castle drive-in. Many a
memorable Sunday afternoon was
spent with friends gathered around

the piano, singing until our voices gave out.
Friendships were made and sustained through the
school band and my various other music activities. I
am grateful to this day for the glorious socializing
power of music.

In the middle of my senior year in high school,
Dad accepted a call to a church in Midland, Michigan.
This was a difficult time for me because I left behind a
steady boyfriend, friends with whom I had gone to
school since second grade, and my position as first
chair trumpet in the high school band. The trumpet
section at Midland High consisted of 13 boys. The
band director placed me at the end of the line, and I
had to compete in performing challenges to move up
one place at a time. I made it to second chair. As a
consolation prize (although I was the wrong gender)
first chair trumpeter Arnold let me play in his swing
band “The Gentlemen of Note.”

As my high school graduation gift my parents
(with the thought of my trying out for a music
scholarship at Kalamazoo College) gave me a few
piano lessons from a woman in the church. The
scholarship must have been granted on financial need
alone. When dear Harry Ray, my piano professor at
Kalamazoo College, took me under his wing, I was a
real piece of work. My beginning piano teacher had
stopped teaching when I was in junior high school. I
had continued to play endlessly, but, without musical
direction, I had developed many bad technical habits.
Also, I did not have the repertoire background of most
college entrants, and I had no idea what a triad was.
Under Dr. Ray’s excellent and patient tutelage, exciting
things began to happen. Bad habits were corrected,
and music became infused with fresh meaning. In
about the second month of my freshman year, I
suddenly realized I could play a scale correctly and
with an easy glide across the keyboard. It was an
emotional high. The progress continued, but my first
college recital experience was a nightmare. After pretty
much demolishing Mozart’s “Fantasy in D minor,” I
left the stage of Stetson Chapel in tears, vowing never
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THE POWER OF MUSIC
by Ruth Sollitt Williamson ’58 

Ruth at the New Horizons New Mexico Head Injury Camp. She helps Mike rehabilitate through piano lessons. Mike’s self-portrait shows his skill in drawing as
well as music. Ruth joins a jovial group of campers and staff (second row, second from right, in white hat and necktie).
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to play the piano again. The expansive emotional
power of music comes in many different sizes and
shapes!

For my College work-grant assignment I served
as secretary to Dr. Henry Overley, chairman of the
music department.  The first two years I worked part
time in his closet-sized office in the basement of Olds
Science Hall, taking dictation for letters in shorthand.
In this way I learned about the nuts-and-bolts of the
Bach Festival and other College music activities. Dr.
Overley also taught me much about life. His kindness,
knowledge, and caring are treasured memories. Mrs.
Overley, from whom I took voice lessons throughout
my college years, was also a source of inspiration. Her
enthusiasm filled the musical lives of her students
with joy and confidence.

In 1956 the College added the class “Piano
Pedagogy” to its curriculum. My friend and classmate
Ruth Knoll and I were the first Kalamazoo College
students to be added to the piano teacher roster at the
Kalamazoo College Institute of Musical Art. It was
located in the old Music House at 813 W. South
Street, to which we trekked everyday to do our own
practicing. Our students were elementary- and
intermediate-level children from the Kalamazoo
community. During our junior and senior years, Ruth
and I presented our piano students in recitals held at
Stetson Chapel. The challenges of my piano-teaching
career began with a bang. My first student was a tall,
lanky 12-year-old by the name of John Richardson.
John had been a student of Dr. Ray, and it was he who
introduced us. I nervously smiled and said, “John, I’m
happy to know you.” His response, said almost as one
word, was “I get to quit when I’m 14 ’cause my sister
got to quit when she was 14.”

As it turned out, John and I hit it off, and he
became one of my prize students. Thus began for me a
career in teaching piano which would span 32 years.
Throughout those years I learned as much from my
students as they learned from me. Music performance
combines both mind and soul. It enhances lives in
many positive ways. Modern science has confirmed
that students who study music increase their
intellectual abilities in math and other areas, proving
the intellectual and educational power of music.

My first job out of college was elementary music
supervisor for a school district in Pennsylvania.
Yearly salary: $3400. My area included 12 schools
tucked away in the beautiful Allegheny Mountains.
Several of these schools were one-, two-, or four-room
buildings with outhouses. As the traveling singing
teacher I visited 40 classes a week. One of my
favorites was a special education class. That group of
children was the source of a joyful revelation for me.
When they were involved in our musical activities, I
felt they knew they were as wonderful, as smart, and
as capable as everyone else. It was my first insight into
the equalizing power of music.

During that year of teaching I became Mrs. Ken
Williamson, and my husband finished his Master’s
degree course work at Penn State.  For the next few
years we lived in Illinois and New York while he

completed his PhD in chemical engineering and took
a position with Union Carbide. In 1961 we moved to
Los Alamos, New Mexico, where he worked for the
Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory. My first endeavor
there, in addition to giving birth to our second of
three children, was to organize a youth choir at the
local Lutheran church. The choir continued to grow,
and for several years we went on tour to the
surrounding states, presenting Christian youth
musicals. I’ll never forget one particular performance.
We were at a children’s hospital in Texas, where most
members of the young audience were in wheelchairs.
We were told that one little girl who spent much of
her time making loud, screeching sounds was both
blind and deaf. But as soon as the music started she
must have sensed the vibrations of piano, guitars,
drums, trumpets, flutes, and voices, for she suddenly
became quiet. I cherish the note from the hospital
director thanking us for our “vibrant” performance; it
provided new meaning of the resonant and energetic
power of music. 

In Los Alamos my piano teaching continued.
Whatever success I had as a piano teacher I owe to the
expertise, wisdom, and friendship of Dr. Ray, with
whom I remain in contact. Often I heard his words
coming out of my mouth as I prodded my students on
to their own musical magic. The talents and
commitments of the students ranged from poor to
outstanding. One student was an especially talented
and lovely 14-year-old girl by the name of Marion, but
she died suddenly from complications of the flu. The
day after her death her younger brother Tommy told
their mother, “Now I’m going to have to learn to play
the piano like Marion did.” But Tommy had neither
the innate talent nor the drive of his sister. His goal
was to learn Scott Joplin’s “The Entertainer.” Week
after week we tackled the project but made little
progress. Many days a good portion of our lesson time
was spent talking about Marion, the special person
she had been and the music she had played. I finally
called Tommy’s mother and said, “I feel guilty taking
your money; I’m not teaching Tommy anything.” She
responded, “My husband and I have discussed it and
have decided that you are a good cheap psychiatrist.”

At Tommy’s church confirmation class retreat, the
members were asked to say something good about
themselves. Tommy said, “I don’t
know anything good about
myself.” But then his
face brightened and he
added, “Oh yes, I can
play the piano!” He
could really play only
one piece, but it was
enough. As I had in my
own childhood, Tommy
had discovered the self-
validating power of
music.

I’ve had many
opportunities to work
with youth and adults
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Ruth on her way to a
College dance in 1956
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who are mentally, visually, or physically challenged. I
spent several years as a volunteer music therapist for
the New Horizons New Mexico Head Injury Camp.

It was a very special young man named Mike
who nudged me into the field of music therapy. Mike
was a college student who had been driving to his job
at Pizza Hut when his car was struck by another
vehicle that had run a red light. Mike sustained
severe head injuries and was in a coma for months.
When he awoke he had to relearn how to talk, walk,
and do all of the things most of us take for granted.
His mother thought piano lessons might reduce some
of the paralysis he was experiencing. At his first
lesson it took three tries before his finger produced a
sound on the piano key. One of the highlights of my
career was the day I arrived at Mike’s house for our
lesson and was told that, because of the strength he
had developed through our piano work, he could
hold a drinking glass in his hand. That’s what I call
the mighty healing power of music! One year later
Mike played in my student piano recital a simplified
version of the piece that had been playing on the car
radio at the time of his accident. Today he plays the
guitar and is working at a job he enjoys.

After a difficult illness my husband Ken (in my
biased view the most wonderful man in the world)
died of cancer in 1989 at the age of 53. Music had
always been such a joyful part of my life. In the
devastation of grief, with joy a faint memory, I found
that playing music was almost impossible. At that
same time, my friend Joyce suffered a case of
encephalitis that left her severely brain damaged. Her
daughter, an occupational therapist, and the
daughter’s friend, a speech therapist, quit their jobs to
work with Joyce for a year. I went to her home one
morning a week and tried to correlate my music
activities with the areas of recovery on which they
were working. By the end of the year Joyce was able
to resume many of the activities she had enjoyed
before her illness, including playing the piano. For
those few hours with Joyce each week my sorrow was
replaced by the promise of the ways that music might
improve my friend’s life. The power of music became
a healing power for me as well.

I have retired from teaching but continue to be
involved in a wide variety of music activities. I serve

as accompanist and substitute director for two choirs;
play two-piano duos and quartets with several
friends; do instrumental accompanying; and lead
weekly music activities at Day Out, an adult day-care
facility. 

The two-piano quartets in which I play have used
their talents to support worthy causes. The Vested
Interests Two Piano Quartet—so named because we
wear matching vests when performing—plays
annually as part of a fundraiser for an organization
that serves the poor of northern New Mexico. The
Hot Flashes Two Piano Quartet (no explanation
needed) recently gave its second benefit concert.
Others benefit performances are in the works.  It has
been a joy to share with my performing partners in
the charitable power of music.

My volunteer work with the Day Out Adult Day
Care Program has been especially rewarding.
Through the years the group has always included a
few participants with Alzheimer’s disease and severe
dementia. But I know they are receiving the music.
The proof is in the brightening of the eyes, a smile, a
rhythmic movement, or a hug. For each participant
particular pieces of music stir memories of past
events and emotions. I call it the reconnecting power
of music, and it just might be the most exciting
power of all.

Now my 70th birthday looms just beyond the
horizon. Arthritis is beginning to make the fingers
less pliant; cataracts start to glaze the printed page;
hearing aids make performance balance with other
musicians less reliable; and the old back complains
bitterly about my current two to seven hours a day at
the piano in rehearsals and home practice. I can
faintly envision a time when making music may no
longer be an option. I’m guessing that, should this
happen, I will find the time to discover that simply
listening to music has its own satisfying and
refreshing kind of power as well.
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Ruth and her late husband Ken relax during the 1977 
Youth Choir Tour in Texas.

Ruth uses music to help her friend Joyce recover from a
severe case of encephalitis.

Ruth in 2003
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I
magine the Internet depicted as a chaotic web
of lines linking points to one another—
something along the lines of an intricate
spider web. The world is looking more like
this spider web every day; people are the
points, and the lines that connect them are

devices such as the computers, cell phones, and
other high-tech gadgets. Can this image of a
sophisticated network be used to describe a
teaching philosophy?  Jan Tobochnik, the Dow
Distinguished Professor of Natural Science,
thinks so.  

Jan’s approach to the world, and especially
teaching, is guided by his understanding of the
theory of complex systems. A complex system,
one that includes simple components but
displays complex overall behaviors, often reveals
a common underlying structure that exists
despite apparent differences.  

After nearly 20 years as a physics professor
at Kalamazoo College, Jan knows the power of
making connections among perceived
disparities—especially when it comes to
enhancing classroom instruction with current
research. “I’ve come to appreciate the necessity of
being involved, doing more than one thing, and
staying connected in this world,” says Jan.

He has learned to balance administrative
roles in both the physics department and the
college with teaching (physics and computer
science), editing the American Journal of Physics,
writing textbooks, and doing research.  

Jan arrived at Kalamazoo College in the fall
of 1985 after a two-year post-doctorate position
at Rutgers and one year at Worcester Polytechnic
Institute.  In Kalamazoo College he found an
institution that valued the connection between
research and teaching.  

“I was interested in the small liberal arts
college environment,” Jan says. “Kalamazoo

College had a reputation for having strong
science programs, and I thought teaching
would be valued here. At a large research
institution teaching is too often secondary.”  

Jan’s education at Amherst College and
Cornell University influenced him both as a
physicist and a teacher. As early as his junior
year in college he considered himself a
physicist, but even earlier he knew he
wanted to be a professor. In fact, he
remembers being drawn to the idea of a
career centered on the idea of learning since
he was a young boy, an avid reader and
attentive student growing up in
Philadelphia.  

Jan worked as a teaching assistant at
Cornell University while earning his PhD.
In the summer months he taught his own
introductory physics classes. Cornell, unlike
many research institutions, was supportive
of teaching. His education at Amherst and
Cornell provided a conceptual framework
focused on understanding rather than

techniques. Both schools, he says, provided a
good foundation for teaching at Kalamazoo
College.  

Jan’s areas of expertise—condensed matter
physics, computer simulations, and complex
systems—allowed him to teach in the computer
science department as well as the physics
department when he first arrived at Kalamazoo
College. One of the most popular courses he
taught, “Introduction to Computer Science for
Non-majors,” explored the theory of
computation by investigating abstract ideas and
universal principles rather than routine computer
programming. Breaking from the norm, Jan
believes, captivated the students.  

Over the years Jan’s teaching style has
evolved.  One important aspect of physics
instruction, he believes, is to move students in
the direction of abstraction rather than toward
concrete answers. “Physicists tend to value
abstractions, and students tend not to be abstract
thinkers at the outset of their college careers,”
says Jan.  

“To shift students’ way of thinking, teachers
need to be willing to lead students out of their
comfort zones,” says Jan. He realizes that
entering a physics classroom can be daunting for
many students.  While he intends to guide
students into the unfamiliar, Jan also works to
reduce the intimidation of physics by carefully
helping students reframe their misconceptions
and errors. This patience encourages students to
move away from a black-and-white approach to
learning and leads them toward a more complex
way of understanding. 

A lecture style of teaching doesn’t move
students towards understanding or abstract
thinking.  Evidence shows that students learn
more from experiential learning. Jan admits that
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A MESSY BUSINESS
by Jennifer Perry ’02

The American Association
of Physics Teachers
engages its members with
the continually evolving
topics of physics education
and culture. The American
Journal of Physics, the
Association’s journal, is a
tool for its current editor
Jan Tobochnik (pictured
above) to use to accomplish
that engagement. Since
1933 AJP has grown into a
significant international
periodical. The editorial
office has been at
Kalamazoo College since
2001, when Jan was
named the journal’s 10th
editor. He relies on a
network of nearly 2,000
physicists to review the 70
(on average) manuscripts
submitted to AJP each
month.
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he often teaches spontaneously. Delivering a
polished lecture, he believes, ignores a multitude
of unexpected possibilities in any present
moment. 

Good teachers, he believes, need to be
flexible and take into account a wholeness that
includes individual students, environment, and
subject. A good teacher recognizes that what
worked in one course may not work in another;
likewise, the same phenomenon may prove true
of different offerings of the same course.  

Jan has witnessed a generational shift among
his students.  He believes that the video game
culture has led students to expect that classroom
instruction be fused with entertainment.  Jan’s
natural excitement for physics, manifest in his
animated presence, engages his students. And
their attention is most rapt when he is learning
from the course as well.

Working as the editor of the American Journal
of Physics, a monthly academic journal focused
on the educational and cultural components of
physics, has affected his teaching by providing
another rich source for his own continual
learning.  He reviews countless manuscripts that
provide the latest information about physics and
physics teaching. 

Revolutionary ideas rarely are the product of
an isolated individual. Because the world is more
connected than ever before and because the
physics community is so vast, most of today’s
research builds upon yesterday’s ideas. And yet
Jan is witness to a new sort of separation—the
polarity between teaching and research.

“There appears to be a growing split between
physicists who conduct research and physicists
who teach,” he says. He contends that the
evolution of research ideas is essential to
teaching, and he works to make the connection
between teaching and research evident to his
students because he believes the schism is
unhealthy for both. As the editor of the AJP, Jan
merges research and teaching. In fact, one of Jan’s
goals for AJP is to publish more manuscripts
focused on current research that are applicable to
classroom instruction.

Jan calls teaching “a messy business” and
often makes sense of its many facets by applying
what he knows about complex systems. “I look
for universality in complexity,” he explains. The
universal principle in teaching is revealed in its
overarching goal. “It is the job of a college and a
professor to ensure that when students graduate
they want to continue to learn on their own and
that they will have the resources and ability to do
just that.”

Doorways
Seeking some good reading
suggestions from a great
physics teacher? Try these
recommendations from Jan
Tobochnik, the Dow
Distinguished Professor of
Natural Science at Kalamazoo
College.

The Making of the Atomic
Bomb (Richard Rhodes)
intertwines the human,
political, and scientific
significance of the atomic bomb
in great detail.  Not only is the
Manhattan Project one of the
most important political events
for physicists, says Jan, it is
also one of the most profound
events in human history.

Chaos: Making a New Science
(James Gleick) describes the
infancy of the field of nonlinear
dynamics, which emerged in
the 1980s.  The writing is
accessible and interesting. And
the scientific concept can be
applied beyond the realm of
physics.  Gleick also wrote an
excellent biography of Sir Isaac
Newton.  

Karel Capek’s Toward the
Radical Center compiles many
of the Czech writer’s stories,
plays, and essays.  “The author
has a scientific way of thinking
that conveys a balance between
emotional and logical thought,”
says Jan.  The first use of the
word “robot” is found in a
Capek play written in the early
1920s, ample evidence of the
author’s prescience and his
ability to blend his mechanical
world view with the social
issues of the day. 

21
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On the Quad

O
ne could make a case for
renaming Kalamazoo College
Kurtz College. After all, more
than 35 Kurtzes have attended
Kalamazoo, and the history of

the family and the institution are long
entwined.

The Kurtz-Kalamazoo connection
begins in 1860, when Isabella Bennett
Cadman attended, and the connection’s
terminal link—at least for the time
being—is Andrew Kurtz (Class of 2005),
who graduated this past June. Some
highlights of this long line follow.

Isabella was the aunt of brothers
Frank (Class of 1892) and Charles (Class
of 1894) Kurtz. Charles went on to earn a
Master’s degree from—where else?—
Kalamazoo College in 1900. He devoted
much of his time to Kalamazoo College
and was active in many alumni events. He
later practiced medicine and taught at
several colleges and universities.

Charles’ first wife was Isabella Bennett
Kurtz (Class of 1896) and they had three
children who attended the College—
Pauline Kurtz Jacobs (Class of 1924),
Margaret Kurtz Fortner (Class of 1924),
and James Franklin Kurtz (Class of 1931). 

Charles’ older brother Frank devoted
his life to missionary work in India. He
managed 50 village primary schools in
that country and later became principal of
the Preston Institute Normal Training
School.

Frank’s wife, Elizabeth Fletcher, was an
1889 graduate. One of their sons, Herman F.
Kurtz (Class of 1918) maintained that
branch of the family’s tie to Kalamazoo College.

Charles and Frank had a cousin, Reuben J. Kurtz, and he
graduated in 1910. He worked at the Buick Motor Company
for several years and then operated a diary farm until his
retirement in 1950. He and his wife, Mildred Powell, Class of 1908,
had five sons, three of whom attended Kalamazoo College—David (Class
of 1939), Gordon (Class of 1948), and Ronald (Class of 1947).

Reuben’s sister Alma (also cousin to Charles and Frank) graduated from
Kalamazoo College in 1911. She later graduated from the Baptist Missionary
Training School in Chicago and served as a home missionary in Michigan, West
Virginia, Connecticut, and Rhode Island.

Reuben’s son David (1939) married Evelyn Glass (1940). Their son is David
Jr., who graduated from Kalamazoo College (see photo across spread) with a
Bachelor’s degree in history in 1975. He followed in the footsteps of his older sister,
Karen Kurtz Spielman, who graduated in 1970. David Jr. is the father of Andrew, who
graduated this past spring and represents the latest “bloom” on a multi-branched
Kalamazoo College-Kurtz family tree.

Andrew Kurtz ’05 and his father David Kurtz, Jr. ’75 are
members of a family with deep roots at Kalamazoo College.

David
Kurtz ’39
and
Evelyn
Glass
Kurtz ’40

Reuben J. Kurtz,
Class of 1910

Alma Kurtz, Class of
1911 (top), and
Mildred Powell Kurtz,
Class of 1908

Kalamazoo and Kurtz
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T
wo hundred and seventy
six members of the Class of
2005
graduated
from

Kalamazoo College on
June 11. During the
commencement
ceremony, the College
presented an honorary
degree to Dr. William
H. Gass, author,
emeritus professor of
philosophy, and
founder of the
International Writers Center at
Washington University in St. Louis.
Two area teachers—Kelly Killen
(Maple Hill Middle School) and Mary
Ellis (Schoolcraft High School)—
received the College’s Pauline Byrd
Johnson Award for Excellence in
Secondary
Education. The day
also featured
reunions for the
Classes of 1955,
1950, and 1945.
And the Emeritus
Club recognized
three of its
members with
Citation of Merit awards.

23

The prestigious
Emeritus Club

Citation of Merit
was awarded to
Gordon Dolbee

’50, Caroline
Richardson

Ham ’48 and
Louise

(Barrows)
Northam ’36.

Pictured at right
are Gordon and

Caroline.

Three generations of Beckers (l-r): Mark ’05, his grandfather
Russell ’44, and his father Jonathan ’73.

Holly Taylor ’05
and her father
James Scott
Taylor ’75

Members of the
Kurtz family, all
alumni of the
College, gather at
the 1975
Commencement of
David Kurtz, Jr.
(center).

COMMENCEMENT
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O
ne of the new President’s first orders of
business: find a good yoga instructor.
To be a strong leader, President Eileen
Wilson-Oyelaran believes, is to keep
mind, body, and spirit finely tuned and

balanced. Paintings still lean against walls, and
the furniture is yet to find its exact place, but the
bookshelves in the President’s office are already
full. Prominently placed on the shelf above her
desk is Daniel Goleman’s Emotional Intelligence:
Why It Can Matter More than IQ, indication of
this president’s approach to life, education, and
leadership. 

“All things intertwine,” she says as she
speaks of her plans for the College. For the body
to function at its best, all of its parts must be
healthy and strong. And the more diverse the
workout, the stronger the body becomes. One
soon senses that President Wilson-Oyelaran is
not only speaking about the human body, but
also about the body of a college community, the
greater metro Kalamazoo community, and the
global community beyond. 

“The College has won many awards and
received great acclaim,” says President Wilson-
Oyelaran, “but we must never rest on our laurels.
The Chinese have a saying that the flip side of
every threat is an opportunity, and that is how we
must approach our future. Fifty years ago, when
Kalamazoo College first began its study abroad
program, we were breaking new ground and
setting the pace for educational institutions
across the country. Since then, many of those
institutions have followed our model. Fifty years
later, how do we stay at the forefront of
international study? How do we keep our
distinctiveness? Because small liberal arts
colleges have been losing their market share, we
must work towards achieving financial
conditions that do not limit our ability to
continue innovating and building on what makes
Kalamazoo College unique and valuable.”

The College has made the world its campus.
Now it’s time to make its campus more reflective
of the world. “We can better capitalize on the
transformational nature of study abroad by
providing more opportunities for seniors to have
sustained interaction with first- and second-year
students and by developing programs for seniors
to share their experiences with the greater
community. Study abroad is a touchstone of the
Kalamazoo Plan, and we can do more to expand
on this experience.”

Enriching student interactions is partly a
matter of campus spaces. “We have nearly

completed the Upjohn Library Commons, a
wonderful academic space,” she says. “And the
College also has created additional gathering
spaces in the Light Fine Arts Building, the
residence halls, and in Hicks. But prospective
students have high expectations. We will need to
take a look at our facilities to ensure that we can
meet the needs of our current and future
students.”

President Wilson-Oyelaran wants to expand
access to the Kalamazoo College learning
experience to as many qualified students who
would choose to have it. 

“You can’t turn on the evening news without
seeing how important it is to educate leaders who
understand and respect the variety of human
existence,” she says. “Enlightened leadership
requires international and intercultural
understanding, so our learning experience must
bring together a broader spectrum of people.

“Marketing is a word many educators do not

like to associate with the art of teaching and
learning,” says President Wilson-Oyelaran. “But
small liberal arts institutions have lost market
share because they have not helped families
understand their value. Prospective students
have many options, and many of them appear
less expensive than Kalamazoo College.”
President Wilson-Oyelaran predicts that only the
very best of the small liberal arts schools will
survive, and she plans to ensure that Kalamazoo
College is one of them. “Kalamazoo must clarify
its mission, make decisions based on the mission,
and effectively market that mission and its value
to the world and to individuals. All of us should
be able to talk definitively and enthusiastically
about the transformative power of the Kalamazoo
Plan.” 

Strong leaders learn from other strong
leaders. The President recalls one who continues
to have an impact on her. She “met” Sojourner
Truth through books she read in elementary
school. “This woman who was called to do
something beyond the ordinary intrigued me.
She believed so strongly that she had a mission

STRONG LEADERSHIP: 
Dr. Wilson-Oyelaran’s 
First Days in Office

by Zinta Aistars
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(Continued on page 25)
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and she acted on that belief. I was struck by her
choice of a name, Sojourner, and how that name
reflected the journey of her life. When I had
children of my own, I read out loud to them a
biography of Sojourner Truth, because I wanted
them to see how a woman of color integrated her
concern for women’s issues and civil right issues
as a part of her mission.”

The President says she has too many other
heroes to name—“I have worked with so many
extraordinary people”—and so she lists instead
the attributes that impress her: strength, integrity,
and courage. She quotes Maya Angelou:
“‘Courage is the virtue without which no other
virtue exists.’ 

“Whether I agree with a principle or not, I
respect those who show courage and exhibit
integrity in standing up for their principles,” she
adds.

President Wilson-Oyelaran learned from her
mother that strength does not have to be loud to
be effective. “My mother was a forceful,
underspoken woman. She never raised her voice,
but she always got what she wanted. When my
sister and brother and I were small, she stayed
home to raise us, but later she served as a
vocational rehabilitation counselor, working with
visually impaired students.”

Juanita Sharpe was born in Tampa, Florida,
but in her teens was sent north to New York to
attend school because there were few educational
opportunities for women of color in the South.
She attended Hunter College and studied history.
“My mother met my father, Welford Wilson, at
the Schomberg Library in Harlem where she
worked as a library assistant. When my father
approached her to check out a book, he says he
knew right away that he had met the woman he
would marry.”

President Wilson-Oyelaran’s father majored
in English at City College in New York, and his
dream was to write. One day, while selling
newspapers on the street, he met the poet
Langston Hughes. The two became friends and
exhanged samples of their poems and prose. 

Welford’s premonition in the Schomberg
library turned out to come true. He and Juanita
married and moved to California, where they
raised their three children.

“When I was in elementary school,”
President Wilson-Oyelaran recalls, “my father
went to law school at night, eventually passed
the Bar, and became an attorney. The late Johnnie
Cochran studied at the same law school my
father had attended. The dean asked my father if
he would employ Mr. Cochran as an intern,
which my father did. They remained in contact
for many years.”

President Wilson-Oyelaran’s father was also
an ordained minister, and when he was not
practicing law during the week, he ministered to
his church on Sunday. 

President Wilson-Oyelaran’s brother, Welford
III, “died about four years ago. He was a Vietnam
veteran, and it was an experience that never left
him. He was an incredible spirit, a very gentle
person, and he was something of a ‘caretaker,’
which,” the President smiles, “seems to run in
the family.

“My sister Carol is a professor of social work
at the University of Pennsylvania. Her specialties
are foster care and child abuse and neglect. She
led the Children’s Bureau during Clinton’s
administration and continues to be deeply
involved in child protection issues.”

Heritage acknowledged, President Wilson-
Oyelaran allows herself to contemplate what
kind of legacy she hopes to leave at Kalamazoo
College in (what one hopes) is the distant future.
“At the end of my time here,” she says, “I would
like Kalamazoo College to be considered the
primary place for an international/intercultural
education. I also recognize
that I am coming to
Kalamazoo College at a time
when a significant number of
our faculty will be retiring,
and my goal is to attract and
retain an outstanding faculty
that supports our global
perspective.”

During the first several
months of President Wilson-
Oyelaran’s presidency, she
plans to tour the campus and
take time to meet and greet
each member of the College
community.  She will also
meet with various leaders of
the Kalamazoo community.
She will be initiating a long-
term travel schedule that will
take her to various alumni
groups across the country. At
these meetings she will share
her hopes and concerns while
listening to those of the
people she meets.  The president is very eager to
strengthen connections with Kalamazoo College
alumni throughout the country. At Hodge House,
the president’s residence, she is planning a series
of gatherings with students she refers to as “pizza
on the floor of the president’s house.” She also
plans for lunches with faculty and staff. Through
these meetings she hopes to share a meal and
learn about each person’s vision for the College.

“I plan to spend a great deal of time speaking
with and listening to everyone who is a part of
Kalamazoo College. Working towards a stronger
and more inclusive College is something we will
all do together. Every one of us is crucial to the
success of Kalamazoo College.”
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On the Quad

L
ong before the World Wide
Web came into existence,
Kalamazoo College had its
own WWW: Walter W.
Waring, a vast accessible

repository of knowledge if ever
there was one, especially on
English and the humanities. At
age 88, Professor Emeritus of

English Waring is still uploading
and downloading to his database. “I

recently finished writing the first draft
of a book on Jane Austen,” he said. 

Waring retired from Kalamazoo in
1982 following 33 years teaching English

and humanities. He spent 25 years as
chair of the English department. Hundreds

of Kalamazoo English majors took his
classes. Thousands of Kalamazoo students

took his Shakespeare class.
“That was my favorite class, despite the fact

that it routinely attracted a hundred or more
students, which is ironic because I actually came to
Kalamazoo because I liked the idea of small classes.”

Waring is a native of Salina, Kansas, where his
father was school superintendent and his mother an
artist. He earned a BA degree in English from Kansas
Wesleyan and a MA degree from University of
Colorado, in Boulder. During World War II, he
served 42 months as an intelligence officer for the
U.S. Army in the South Pacific.

“I spent a lot of time in New Guinea and the
Philippines. I was involved with most of the major
Pacific campaigns. About 22 hours after the bomb
was dropped over Nagasaki, I was in a plane flying
200 feet over the blast zone. I believe I wrote the first

Army report after the bombing.”
For his war efforts, Waring earned the Legion of

Honor. And for his trouble, he contracted malaria,
which, along with polio, plagued him in the late
1940s while he earned a PhD from Cornell
University and conducted post-graduate study at
Harvard University, University of Michigan, and
University of Chicago.

Waring turned down teaching posts at Columbia,
University of Texas, and elsewhere to join the
Kalamazoo College faculty in 1949. He also rebuffed
efforts by the U.S. Army to coax him back to its
intelligence service.

During his years at Kalamazoo, Waring regularly
wrote reviews for academic publications such as The
Library Journal and Choice and authored one book,
Thomas Carlyle (Twayne Publishers, 1978). He also
served as art department chair for one year.

Waring collected a trove of materials on
Shakespeare, including audiotapes, photos and
music, which he used as teaching aids. “He was a
magician with words and I loved to study and teach
his works,” Waring said. (By the way, The Tempest is
Waring’s favorite Shakespeare play.)

Ernest Hemingway was another favorite author
and Waring often traveled to Northern Michigan, to
fish waters near some of the author’s former haunts.
“One of my favorite spots up north is The Big Two-
Hearted River, made famous by Hemingway. But one
day I had the opportunity to speak to a man in charge
of Hemingway’s papers. He told me that Hemingway
never actually fished there; he just liked the name.
Another myth destroyed, but it makes for a good
story.”

An accomplished fine artist, Waring painted
pastoral scenes in watercolor, oil, and acrylic and
created an intricately carved chess set out of a single
block of walnut. “I had no training in art and I
couldn’t afford to purchase it. But I knew I liked
having art around so I created it myself.”

He was also self-taught on the saxophone and
clarinet and eventually played in a community
orchestra. “But I was only a paper man,” he said. “If
you put notes in front of me I could play them.
Otherwise, I was helpless.”

The real musician in the family, he said, was his
wife, Mary Esther, who died in 2002. “She was a
beautiful musician and a beautiful woman,” he said.
“While she played the viola, I painted.”

Hearing loss that he blames on his war years and
post-polio syndrome in his legs keeps Professor
Waring close to home, a house he recently built next
to one of his four daughters near Delton, about 20
miles northeast of Kalamazoo. 

“Sometimes I feel like the Prisoner of Zenda
here,” he says with a laugh. “I have everything I need,
but I can’t leave. My doctor says he’s going to get me
back on my feet, however, and I agree with him.”

Professor Waring said he would love to hear
from former students and colleagues. Best way to do
that is via e-mail at weylerwaring@cs.com.

In touch with... 
Professor Walter Waring
by Jeff Palmer ’76

Dr. Waring
throughout the

years.
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Siu-Lan Tan, Psychology, is the first author on two posters
presented at the 17th convention of the American
Psychological Society in Los Angeles last May. The first was
a research poster titled “Effect of repeated hearings on
listeners’ judgments of structurally altered and intact
compositions.” Co-authoring that study were Kalamazoo
College psychology senior Christy Peaslee and Tan’s
colleague Matthew Spackman at Brigham Young University.
A research team made up of Kalamazoo College and BYU
students were acknowledged for their work on the study.
The second poster described a pedagogical innovation and
was titled “‘Picture a World Without Bullying: A
collaborative project for developmental psychology and art
classes.” Co-authors of this poster were Kalamazoo College
psychology majors Theresa Horn, Katia Jorgensen, and
Natalie Stephenson.

Wanda Viento, Student Development, and Narda
McClendon, Center for International Programs, presented
a program at the Diversity Summit for the Michigan
College Personnel Association on the preparation of white
students for study abroad in Africa.

David Barclay, History, has accepted the position of
executive director of the German Studies Association. The
GSA main office will be transferred to Kalamazoo College
on January 1, 2006. GSA is the national and international
association of scholars in all fields of German studies. Its
interests span the period from early times to the present
Federal Republic of Germany, Austria, and Switzerland.
GSA holds an annual Conference and publishes a scholarly
journal—German Studies Review—as well as a newsletter.
Members are generally professors at universities and
colleges in North America, although there are several
hundred members in Europe and Asia.

Kalamazoo College will administer a $300,000 grant from
the Teagle Foundation to assess how and what their
students learn. The grant proposal, “A Value-Added
Assessment Collaborative—A Catalyst for Cognizance and
Change,” was co-authored by Paul Sotherland, Biology, and
Anne Dueweke, Institutional Support and Research. The
grant will be shared with Colorado College and Earlham
College. According to Paul, “the project will create and
nurture friendly intra- and inter-campus environments for
assessment; demonstrate the value of a liberal arts
education; collect and use stories and data to articulate and
strengthen each institution’s unique approach to the liberal
arts; and in so doing, breathe life into our latent
organizational sagas.”

The Palestinian Academic Society for the Study of
International Affairs, the largest think tank in Palestinian
East Jerusalem, invited Kalamazoo College Provost
Gregory Mahler to do a series of workshops this summer
for community leaders. The four-day program, “Civics,

Government, and Citizenship,” took place in Ramallah in
late July and early August. Mahler led workshops on the
following topics: Types of Government; Constitutional
Democracy, Universal Principles and Problems; Democratic
Institutions, Structures and Processes; Constitutional
Political Culture in the Middle East; and Citizenship and
Citizens’ Roles, Rights, and Responsibilities.

Chuck Stull, Economics and Business, directs the
Kalamazoo College Center for Economic Education
(KCCEE), which works to improve the teaching of
economics at all levels by offering teachers professional
development workshops on a variety of subjects related to
economics, business, and personal finance. KCCEE is part
of a national network of economic education centers
coordinated by the National Council on Economic
Education. Last summer KCCEE offered a four-day
institute for kindergarten through 12th grade teachers
titled “There’s No Such Thing as a Free Lunch.” It focused
on teaching the economic way of thinking and the
fundamental concepts of economics and financial
education. In the fall, KCCEE sponsored a one-day
workshop titled “Learning, Earning, and Investing” for
middle school and high school teachers on the basics of
financial investing, financial markets, and financial
planning. 

The Kalamazoo Arts Council honored Billie Fischer, Art,
with its 2005 Community Medal of Arts, an annual award
that honors people who live or work in Kalamazoo County
and have made significant contributions to the arts. Billie
has taught art history at Kalamazoo College since 1972. She
also has been a longtime volunteer for the Kalamazoo
Institute of Arts and a member of the Kalamazoo County
Public Art Commission. 

Eleven Kalamazoo College students undertook projects
abroad this past summer, supported by a Beeler Fellowship
or Beeler Project Grant (established by an endowment from
Mrs. Isabel Beeler) or a Collins Fellowship (which honors
the late Paul Collins, a former dean of students at the
College).  Beeler Fellows (BF) spend a minimum of six
weeks abroad; recipients of the Beeler Project Grant (BPG)
spend from one to six weeks overseas. The Collins
Fellowship (CF) is available to students who wish to
complete a project in the developing world and thereby
learn firsthand the effects of poverty, famine, and
undernourishment. Kristin Evans (BF) investigated the
effects of government policies on local villagers living in a
national park in northern Thailand. Whitney Justin (BF)
traveled to Kenya to study Kenyan perceptions of the
United States. Nate Krefman (BF) conducted research in
Spain on inhibition of the human immunodeficiency virus.
Hilary Lake (BF) went to Thailand and compared the
spiritual practices of Thai Buddhism with those of
Unitarian Universalism. Patrick Lannen (BPG) interviewed
professionals in various fields of differing practices of
affirmative action in the Bahamas. Laura Lonneman (BF)
traveled to Brazil to study the effect of that country’s
current government on the Landless Rural Workers’
Movement. Jenica Moore (BPG) and  Bridget Scallen
(BPG) assisted in the excavation of late Monteno sites on
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the Ecuadorian coast. Jessica Ott (BF, CF) served as a
volunteer with the Oscar Foundation mobile free legal aid
clinic in Kenya and used that experience to observe and study
various social issues. David Siegel (BF) was a ceramic
apprentice for a master potter in Thailand, and Kate Thomas
(BF) was an intern with the anti-domestic violence
organization SOS Femmes Battues-Auvergne in France.

Poet-in-Residence Diane Seuss’s poem “In Search of the
Molecular Structure of Benzene” appeared in the April issue of
North American Review.  It was a finalist for the James Hearst
Memorial Prize, judged by Billy Collins.  Diane’s book
manuscript Don’t Say Paris was one of 10 finalists for the
Prairie Schooner Book Prize sponsored by the University of
Nebraska Press. 

Executive Director of Development Lynn Jackson left the
College in August to become the vice president for
advancement at Lycoming College in Williamsport,
Pennsylvania.

Péter Érdi gave an invited talk at the Conference on
the Foundations of Information Science in Paris,

France. He also organized a roundtable discussion titled
“Interdisciplinary Teaching and Information Science.” He
served as the guest editor of the special issue “Nonlinear
spatio-temporal neural dynamics: Experiments and
Theoretical Models” of the Biological Cybernetics, the classical
Springer journal on computational and theoretical biology.

Jan Tobochnik, Physics, coauthored a paper titled
“Understanding the temperature and the chemical potential

through computer simulations” with Harvey Gould and
Jonathan Machta. The paper appeared in the August issue of
the American Journal of Physics. Jan is part of a recently-
funded, four-year, $450,000 National Science Foundation
grant titled “OPTIC: Open Physics Technology for Interactive
Curricula.” He will use most of the money from the grant to
hire students to work on the project and to fund attendance at
meetings and to give workshops. And Jan’s text, An
Introduction to Computer Simulation Methods, published by
Addison-Wesley and co-authored with Harvey Gould and
Wolfgang Christian, will come out in its third edition this fall.
The new edition will use the Java programming language and
is a major revision of the previous edition.

Carol Dombrowski, director of alumni relations, left the
College in August to become the associate director of major
gifts at Villa Julie College in Baltimore, Maryland.

Longtime professor and coach Joe Haklin left the College in
October to become the director of athletics at Marian College
(Indianapolis, Ind.). Joe coached men’s basketball at
Kalamazoo College from 1987-2002 and compiled a career
record of 218-166 in his 15 seasons. His 218 wins is the
second-highest total and his .568 winning percentage is the
third highest in school history. Joe led the Hornets to their
only NCAA Division III Tournament appearance (1995-96).
In addition to coaching basketball and teaching in the physical
education department, Joe served as head men’s golf coach,
head softball coach, and assistant football coach during his
tenure at Kalamazoo.
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Class
Agent 
David
Kessler ’70 
Why did you
choose to
become class
agent?

My mistake was
presuming I could
show up for a
reunion (the Class
of 70’s 25th, but my
first!) and emerge
without donning
the mantle.
Seriously, I was so
very grateful to my predecessor, Iris
Mechigian Gruhl, who had
showered me with desperately
welcome love and attention (on
behalf of our class) after Nancy and
I lost our home in the 1991 Oakland
Hills Fire.  Iris was ready to step
down; a new agent was needed.  It
seemed only fair for me to help her
out by stepping up and offering to
replace her. She had given us all a
lesson in how crucial a role a class
agent could play in maintaining our
community and in keeping ourselves
awake to the world of ideas.
Circumstance had given me the
“opportunity” to be leader of the
Student Commission during our invasion
of Cambodia at the tail end of our senior
year.  It somehow felt natural for me to
step into the parallel role of “class agent.”
The reunion crowd, spared the need to
take on the job, loudly seconded the
choice.  I have now played the role for a
decade.

What do you enjoy most about
your role as class agent?

I am a fairly gregarious and verbal fellow.  I enjoy the
opportunity to be in touch with classmates on an
ongoing basis, to write a letter (free postage from
Kalamazoo College!) to the collective body of my
classmates once a year and jot little notes to distant
friends.  

And it has been an unexpected surprise to

actually make NEW friends among OLD classmates,
to take delight in souls one may not have found
especially sympathetic thirty-plus years ago but who

now seem to be jolly good fellows.  Since I find
it hard to avoid controversial political and social
tropes in my messages, unhappy classmates
shower me with criticism from both left and
right.  It is invigorating, and always a challenge
to write messages that are true to my own self
and values but which step on a minimal number
of toes.

I suspect every class agent dislikes soliciting
funds. That is certainly true for me.  Not because
I don’t value the results and heartily hope that
Kalamazoo College achieves all its development
goals; but it is never fun to “rattle the tin cup.”
While I nevertheless put my heart and mind to
work in persuading my classmates to give, I am
always very aware that many worthy hands are
outstretched asking them for donations in this
world where so much needs to be done.  I am

always happy when my classmates
give swiftly (and generously) so we
can move on to the real business we
have together, which is reflecting on
the lives we are leading in the light of
our education at Kalamazoo.  I am
always eager for our reunions where
we can talk together about what
really matters for both our society
and ourselves. And, of course, poke
fun at each other about how ancient
and creaky we have, inexplicably,
come to be.

What do you remember most
about your years at
Kalamazoo College?

Constantly being in trouble.  Beyond
merely belonging to a generation
seriously dedicated to insurrection
and eschatology, I went out of my

way to court trouble, breaking marijuana
laws and College rules with abandon.  I
was all but expelled at one point, perhaps
saved only by the collective expression of
the student body, which rallied behind
me with a “David Kessler Day.” Men wore
ties to show their support.  That I was
able to stay and graduate (with honors)
was something few would have expected
at the end of my sophomore year in 1968.

Nevertheless, that very experience left me
grateful.  With the passage of years, I came to grasp
the tolerance I was afforded, and the protection the
College had given me as I struggled to come to terms
with myself and with life.  The perceived adversarial
relationship I had with President Weimer K. Hicks
and the administration took on a new perspective to
me when I realized, years later, that they were the
very ones who refused to sacrifice their student to the
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“She had given
us all a lesson
in how crucial
a role a class
agent could
play in
maintaining
our community
and in keeping
ourselves
awake to the
world of ideas.”
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editorialized outrage of the
surrounding community.  I regret
that I never had a chance to
discuss my treatment with Dr.
Hicks and thank him for his
confidence in me.

These very unusual memories
of “K,” I am sure, help explain my
sense that the College deserves my
support and work as class agent.  I
know from my own experience
that the term “liberal” applies to
Kalamazoo College in the biggest
and most important meaning of
the word.  My continuing contact
assures me that the essential light
that shines in “Fiat Lux” still
blazes.  I know, deep in my heart,
that I owe Kalamazoo a great debt
for its kindness.  It stood up for
what was best about America on
my behalf.

I look forward to returning for
our reunion this October, ready to
once again walk the pathways that
bear a shifting kaleidoscope of
memories for me, and for all of us
who lavished precious years of our
youth enjoying, enduring, or
bemoaning our days on Academy
Street.  I hope I will have much
company from my classmates to
help me as I negotiate those
narrow concrete arteries etched
into the rolling green paradise of
“our” Quad, with eyes perhaps not
totally devoid of tears. I also look
forward to feeling the pulse of
Kalamazoo College now and to
smile at the uncomprehending and
visible disdain of current
undergraduates, identical to the
dismissive glances I lavished upon
returning alums in my own
heedless youth. 

Who were some memorable
Kalamazoo faculty members?

Rookie professor John Wickstrom
gave me much more than a deep
and challenging exposure to
medieval history; he helped shape
me as a person and as a thinker.  I
regret that other members of the
History Department, especially
John Peterson, Bill Pruitt and the
revered Edward Moritz are no
longer on this earth so I can thank
and enjoy them in person.  It
speaks volumes about Kalamazoo
College that I would have to make

too long a list to include here to
faithfully detail the faculty who
made an imprint on me and in
most cases became friends.  But if I
didn’t mention Professor Herb
Bogart, how could I sleep at night?

I especially recall visiting
Professor Wolf from the Free
University of Berlin, under whose
guidance I had spectacular
adventure with Laurence Sterne’s
Tristram Shandy. He was so very
grateful that American students
were respectful and attentive,
unlike our German counterparts,
he said.  We felt very peculiar in
being held up as models of
decorum, perhaps the only time
that was the case in our four years
at Kalamazoo College. I don’t think
I ever had so much fun mas-
querading at hard work.  

Why I Give:
Bret Orr ’97 
What made you choose
Kalamazoo College?

I remember that I was looking for
something different from the
typical four- to five-year
undergraduate experience and the
Kalamazoo Plan was exactly that.
Other schools required internships
or allowed semester abroad
programs, Kalamazoo’s were an
integrated opportunity to prepare
myself professionally and to
experience life from a different
perspective.  

I entered the College in the fall
of ’93.  This was a time before
Netscape went public or WI-FI
came free with your morning cup
of coffee.  I wasn’t sure how I
would be able to connect physical
chemistry, study abroad, Pablo
Neruda, and tennis, but I thought
it was worth a shot.

What are some of your most
memorable experiences at
Kalamazoo College?

Freshman orientation.  New Year’s
Eve 1995 in Prague with 40 other
Kalamazoo College juniors at the
American Sports Bar off Wenceslas
Square.  Quadstock.  Crossing the
Quad in sub-zero temperatures for
Saturday morning tennis practice.
Spending an entire summer in
Organic III lab in the basement of
Dow (reeking of aldehydes).
Graduation.  

I must also admit that I cannot
see a plastic disc without being
reminded of my four years of
futility on the frisbee golf course.
Incoming freshmen are still
probably finding frisbees that I left
stranded on the roof of Humphrey
House.

How have your Kalamazoo
experiences mattered?  

All of the accepted students used
to receive those T-shirts that stated,
“The World is Our Campus.”  I
think that really summed up the
goal of our four years at
Kalamazoo College.  I came from a
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Bret Orr, center, in front of
the Great Wall of China,
June 2005
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small town in Southwest Michigan
and I was anxious to become a part
of a much more diverse world than
I had known up to that point.  The
study abroad, career development,
and SIP terms introduced me to an
even broader array of people,
places, and things.  

I remember that everything—
classes, relationships, and the
context of what had been chalked
on the sidewalk the night before—
was so important.  We were able to
recite poetry on the Quad but we
also had to prepare for exams and
final papers because we knew the
professors expected us to
demonstrate a true understanding
of the concepts, rather than facts
and figures.  

The most important lesson I
learned was how to think and ask
questions.  This helped me adapt
as I entered the working world and
even more during my current
assignment in Perrigo’s Mexican
pharmaceutical plant near
Monterrey, Mexico.  Here I am the
foreign presence, so I have to
understand the problem from
different perspectives and work
within a different cultural context
in order for our operation to be
successful.  That’s part of the value
of a liberal arts education and a
large part of why I’m proud to be a
Kalamazoo College grad.

Why do you give to the
Kalamazoo College Fund?

I was able to attend Kalamazoo
College because of the
scholarships I was awarded by the
College and the Spanish
department.  During that time I
was able to participate in
intercollegiate athletics, study
abroad, and return to Spain for my
SIP.  Another Kalamazoo graduate,
Dr. Len Mattano, allowed me to
intern in his pediatric
hematology/oncology clinic.  

The sum of my experiences is
a result of other people providing
Kalamazoo College their time and
financial support.  My giving is a
way of saying “Thanks” until I
have a chance to do more.   
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Reunions

Class of 1950 (l-r): front row—Mary Joslin Discher, Yvonne Lindsay Hinchee,
Donald Pollie, JoAnne Dalrymple Nelson, John Overley; second row—Eloise
Quick Mange, Harry L. Brown, Maurice A. Nelson, Florence Waterman Armstrong,
Norman Armstrong; third row—Wendell Discher, Gladys DeGolia Shepherd,
Marilee Thorpe Dam, Barbara Schreiber Hamlow, Elizabeth Osborn Childress;
fourth row—Spencer Burns, Charlie Stanski, James Nawrot, and Gene Childress

Class of 1945 (l-r): front row—Jim Swope, Winona Lotz Swope, Marion
Johnstone Schmiege, Betty Shayman Johnson-Geyer, Barbara Rasmussen
Engelhardt, Melvin Engelhardt; second row—Helen McCartney, Edith Hoven
Strome, Forrest Strome, Bette Brown Barnes, Helen Glaser Reed; third row—
Janice Cooke, Marian Hall Starbuck, Merrill Brink, Victor Soukup, Shirley White
Soukup; fourth row—Bruce Cooke, Cy Dam, Sandy Brink, Russell Becker, and
Armand Geyer

Class of 1955 (l-r): front row—Gladys Lyon Fox, Chuck Seifert, Mary Lou
Smith, Bob Casler, Donald Dayton, Mary Killeen Limmer; second row—Sally
Horn Dobbertien, Mary McDonald Kugler, Chuck Morello, Bruce Van Domelen;
third row—Steve Styers, Don Steinhilber, Rolla Anderson, Tom Smith, Dan
McFadden; fourth row—David Kimball, Jack Bowen, Emerson Campbell, and
Tim Lemon

74154_5C Body  10/3/05  11:44 AM  Page 31



Emeritus Club Board
Welcomes New Members

The Emeritus Club is an alumni organization
for members of classes graduated 50 or more
years ago. A special component of the
Kalamazoo College Alumni Association, the
Emeritus Club promotes activities for older
alumni and collaborates on projects with the
younger associates of the College. The
Emeritus Club hosts its annual meeting at a
breakfast on the morning of Commencement.
The class celebrating its 50th reunion is
inducted into the Emeritus Club and Citations
of Merit are awarded to fellow members of
distinction (see this year’s winners on page 23).
During its April meeting, the board approved
the following slate of officers and board
members for two-year terms: Jacqueline
Mallinson ’48, president; Jim ’46 and Marilyn
’46 Wetherbee, vice presidents; Eleanor
Pinkham ’48, secretary; Marian Starbuck ’45,
past president; Dona ’50 and Chuck ’50 Barnes,
Elizabeth Childress ’50, Eugene Childress ’51,
Joan Hinz ’52, Jean Koopsen ’48, and Richard
Means ’53, board members. 
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Paul Lamont Thompson
Award Winners Named

The Paul Lamont Thompson award recognizes
those classes that achieve the highest
participation within the Kalamazoo College
Fund’s fiscal year of July 1 to June 30. The
2004-2005 award winners within their peer
group are:

For the classes from 1929-1945:
1941, 49 percent participation
Class Agent Dick Walker

1946-1965: 
1951, 46 percent participation
Class Agent Bob Binhammer

1966-1985:
1970, 46 percent participation 
Class Agent David Kessler

1986-2005:
2005, 36 percent participation 
Class Agents Ali Beauvais, Laura Mazzeo and
Brian Weitzel

Congratulations to those classes for their
outstanding commitment to supporting the
College with unrestricted funds.  

Alumni

Study Abroad on the
Road
Mike Glista ’06 shared his
Kalamazoo Plan story with alumni in
San Diego, Los Angeles, and
Chicago. Mike is a Heyl scholar and
biology major who aspires to both an
MD and a PhD. He completed a
discovery externship at the Walter
Reed Medical Center and an
internship in Alaska. He studied
abroad in Thailand and completed
his Senior Individualized Project
research in Toronto this summer.
Pictured with Mike in San Diego is
Gayle Obrecht ’81 (top photo). And
with Mike in the Los Angeles garden
of event host Reg Wilson ’70 are
(bottom photo, l-r): Adam Karell ’02,
Mindy Bradish ’98, and Jeff Daly ’95.

Brooklyn Gathering
Twenty-six alumni gathered at the
Brooklyn home of Chris Reynolds ’83
and Arlene Ford. Alumna Ginger
Strand ’87 read from her recently
published novel Flight. Pictured at
the gathering are (l-r): front row—
Marian Heller ’84, Chris Reynolds
’83, Carol Dombrowski (director of
alumni relations); second row—Lex
Galang, Kathy Bradshaw-Galang ’95,
West Nelson ’81, Mara Bragg ’97,
Greg Todd ’72, third row—Vice
President of Advancement Bernard
Palchick, Arlene Ford, John Carroll
’70, and Carla Dietz Carroll.

Kalamazoo Features
Lucasse Recipient
Professor of Psychology Robert
Grossman, winner of the 2004
Florence J. Lucasse Lectureship for
Excellence in Teaching, spoke with
Kalamazoo area alumni about his
journey of learning how to teach
while teaching. Joining Professor
Grossman (second from right) are
former students (l-r): Douglas
Gordon ’97, Anne Loesch Gordon ’97
and Marin Christensen ’98.

Chicago Good Times
Chicago event attendees included (l-
r): Ron Milnarik ’64, Pauline Milnarik,
Mike Glista ’06, and Lisa and Paul
Berghoff ’88.
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It has been my pleasure to
serve on the Alumni
Association Executive Board
for almost 10 years, during
which I’ve enjoyed meeting
alumni and working with the
staff at Kalamazoo College.
It has been wonderful to stay

so connected to the College.  I’d like
to share with you a little bit about
AAEB.  

What is the Alumni Association
Executive Board (AAEB)?

Our primary purpose is to
represent the alumni and serve as a
liaison between them and the staff,
faculty, and students at the College.
One of our members, Bonnie Swenby,
represented the Alumni Association
on the search committee for the new
president and did an excellent job
conveying alumni interests.    

The Board meets on campus three
times each year, and we hear from the
staff and students about the current
accomplishments, concerns, and
hopes of the College.  We work
closely with the director of alumni
relations, and usually hear from the
president during our meetings.  We
have a diverse group of members who
represent class years from 1948 to
2005, geographic regions from
London to Texas to Minneapolis, and

professions from investment banking
to dentistry to social work. 

What is the Board currently doing?
It is appropriate that the word

“commitment” shares its linguistic
roots with the word “committee.”  The
dedicated members of the Alumni
Board use their personal time and
resources to help with several
important initiatives for the benefit of
the Kalamazoo College community.  

The Career Network committee
works with the staff from the Career
Development Center and helps
connect students with alumni on
subjects of career paths, networking,
and mentoring.  Many of the members
of the Executive Board have hosted
students in the Career Discovery
Externship Program.  The feedback
has been uniformly positive, and I
encourage you to participate in this
exciting opportunity for students and
alumni to share one other’s company,
enthusiasm, and experience.

Our Awards and Nominating
committee works closely with staff
from athletics and alumni relations
and is responsible for nominating
board members and officers, alumni
trustees, and recipients of awards.
The board has eight “at-large” or
regular members, at least one current
Kalamazoo College faculty member
who serves with us, and six alumni
who serve on the Board of Trustees as
well as on the AAEB.  You can view a
current roster of members at
www.kzoo.edu/aluminfo/board.html.
If you would like to serve or know
someone who would be a good
representative, please contact me or
the director of alumni relations. 

The Alumni Association confers
several awards: the athletic hall of
fame, the distinguished alumni service

award, the distinguished alumni
achievement award, and the Weimer
K. Hicks award.  These are presented
during a ceremony at Homecoming. If
you wish to nominate someone for
these awards, please let us know.

The Development committee
works closely with the advancement
staff to support the financial needs of
the College. One of the primary goals
of this committee is to help encourage
alumni to contribute to the
Kalamazoo College Fund.   KCF
supports the operation of the College
and helps bridge the gap between
tuition payments and the actual cost
of a Kalamazoo College education.
Ninety-five percent of Kalamazoo
College students receive some sort of
financial aid and KCF helps make that
possible.  All Board members are
happy to contribute to this fund
annually, and this is an area where
you too can make a difference in the
life of a student.

The Admission committee is
responsible for increasing the
connection between alumni and
prospective students.  We work
closely with the admissions staff to
help their goal of recruiting the best
students to come to Kalamazoo
College.  Many of our members are
admission volunteers who call
prospective students to answer
questions about the Kalamazoo
College experience and also host
receptions where prospective students
can meet alumni and current students
in their hometowns.

How can you get involved?
Kalamazoo College needs you.

We are always looking for more
people willing to increase their
connection and service to the College.
The easiest way to get started is to
contact the Office of Alumni Relations
at 269-337-7300, or Robin Lake at
rlake@austincc.edu. 

The Alumni
Association Executive

Board includes (l-r):
front row—Bonnie

Wachter Swenby ’69,
Robin Lake ’90,

Jonathan
Cunningham ’84, Gail

Raiman ’73, Marian
Starbuck ’45; 

second row—
Amy Courter ’83,

Chris Wells ’78, Bill
Stoeri ’78, Matt
Bunkowski ’00; 

third row—Kevin
Howley ’81, Hans

Morefield ’92, David
Easterbrook ’69, and

Chris Bussert ’78. Not
pictured are board

members West
Nelson ’81, Chris

Gawart ’83, David
Hanna ’99, and

Austin Litvak ’05.

33

What You 
Should Know 
About Your 
Alumni 
Association 
Executive Board
by Robin Lake ’90
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S
tephanie Vibbert ’03 died on January 20, 2003, in an

automobile accident on her way home to Kalamazoo

College from a peace rally in Washington, D.C. Only 22

years old, she nevertheless had touched the lives of many

people. She was the president of the Student Advisory

Board and a volunteer at the Kalamazoo Gospel Mission. She

organized the Poor People’s Economic Human Rights Campaign, a

national effort led by poor and homeless women, men, and

children of all races to raise the issue of poverty as a human rights

violation. She participated in the Philadelphia Urban Studies

Program and in that city worked with the Kensington Welfare Rights Union to build awareness among students of the

plight of the poor and the homeless in America. She co-founded the Women’s Leadership Research Center at Kalamazoo

College to conduct research on women and leadership and encourage women to become leaders. She was an activist and

lived according to her belief that a useful citizen must work for the betterment of humanity.

In memory of their daughter, Rob and Dianne Vibbert established the Stephanie Vibbert Endowed Fund for

Service Learning and the Women’s Leadership Research Center. They are pictured above during a visit last spring to

attend the unveiling of the 2004-2005 issue of the College’s literary magazine Cauldron, which also unveiled the

Stephanie Vibbert Award, conferred upon one selection in the magazine. Stephanie was a gifted poet and writer, and

during a summer internship wrote several feature stories for LuxEsto. For a tribute to Stephanie’s remarkable concern for

others, to her parents’ generous gift in her name, and to her passion for poetry and writing, LuxEsto’s editors asked Rob

and Dianne to select their favorites of Stephanie’s poems. They consented to do this, and below are their thoughts on

their choices.

………………….

The most rewarding pleasures of parenting are watching our children mature into adults who live by a strong code of

ethics and pursue their dreams with determination, surrounded by family and friends who love them. After January 20,

2003, the lost opportunity to share with Stephanie her future intensified my grief. Then I happened upon the words at

left, written in pencil on lined paper in one of her notebooks. I initially thought the words were a quote from an author.

But after rereading them, I realized

they expressed Stephanie’s intended

path for her future, and I felt she had

given me a precious gift. This was not

a composition polished, reworked,

and reworded. It was written in a

moment of private introspection in

my daughter’s voice, and from 

her heart.

Stephanie’s briefly stated

philosophy continues to provide

peace. Because she clearly understood

what is most valuable in life, she had

resolved to use her talents to benefit

others. Also, I know her many friends

“I do not load my arms with the jewelry of life
I do not enough taste the awareness of relationships

the art, the music, my friends

I must take the clay of every moment,
moments shared over cooking
the title that denotes the identity rather than the existence itself
etch and mold it into some over-arching more …

And make the glorious God-tool of language a reality”

by Stephanie Vibbert

LUXESTO48

GiftGift Honors Honors 
RemarkableRemarkable WomanWoman
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and her family will always love her as she loved them. Although I will always wonder

“what might have been,” her eloquent words are a continuing gift of solace. Rob and

I are fortunate to have had 22 years with Stephanie.

Dianne Vibbert

July 11, 2005

………………….

This is my favorite poem by Stephanie.  It was pretty tough to choose because of the

variety of the poetry she composed.  Some could be “heavy” and thought

provoking; some could be “light” and humorous.  Sometimes it’s hard for me to

interpret some of her poetry and I think she left it that way for the reader’s

benefit.  I have found myself re-reading her poetry and finding new morsels of

thought.  There are some poems with themes that jump right out at you, leaving

no doubt about her idea.

To me, “Dream Poem” has a

peaceful, lilting tone to it that reminds me

so much of Stephanie’s spirit.  Her

sentimentality and sense of tradition seem

to shine through; remembering bedtime

stories along with how I always tried to

tuck her in gently as my little princess

seem to come through in the opening

stanzas. 

She had an ability to describe a

situation or scene with a few well-chosen

words that would paint a visual or

emotional picture.  I can sense the summer

night she describes and the “dare” of the

lullaby to keep the brilliance of the moon

from sleepy eyes.

The gentleness comes through again

with the wind whispering to the mind to

go to sleep and spend this quiet time

dreaming.  Stephanie had high

aspirations for all of us for the future

and would think and dream of

making a better world. (I can’t

help but think Martin Luther

King, Jr.’s “I Have a Dream”

speech influenced her.)

She ends the poem

with a very powerful visual perception of the sunrise

splitting the clouds in a spectacular burst of energy and color.  It is her

excitement and energy awakening to the challenges of the dreams and her ever-

present commitment to achieve her highest goals for the betterment of humankind.

On those mornings when the sunrise splits the sky, I look up and say “Good morning, Steph.  I love

you.  Thanks for the reminder that we have a lot to do!”

Rob Vibbert

July 18, 2005

DREAM POEM

Still a longago seems like the years   
never spun in the

language of princesses
bedtimes begun

by a cricket-sung night
in the sweet summer air

when the moon was still waxing
a lullabye’s dare:

go to sleep, said the wind,
spell your time under dreams

and wake to a morning
that splits at the seams

by Stephanie Vibbert
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Office of College Communication
1200 Academy Street
Kalamazoo  Michigan  49006

the farther journey

Bill and Gloria Fry of Richland
(Mich.) established an endowed
scholarship fund through their
estate that will provide support
to Kalamazoo College students
who intend to pursue a career
in medicine. “Our hope is that
the scholarship recipients will
adopt and continually nurture a
strong desire to serve people
through the practice of
medicine,” said Bill.
“Kalamazoo College is a good
place to develop that desire. It is
an outstanding institution—a
credit to its students and to
Kalamazoo—and we are
honored to contribute to the
future success of the College in
our small way.”  

Bill graduated from
Kalamazoo College in 1951,
earned a Master’s degree in

Bacteriology in 1954, and a medical degree in 1957. He practiced Family Medicine in the Kalamazoo area
his entire career and served on the medical staff of Bronson Hospital and Borgess Medical Center. Gloria
helped her husband achieve his goal of practicing medicine. Gloria and Bill have two children and three
grandchildren. They are pictured with Vice President of Advancement Bernard Palchick (second from left)
and Director of Gift Planning Sherie L. Veramay (right), with whom they worked to establish this gift.

GGEENNEERROOUUSS GGIIFFTT HHEELLPPSS EENNSSUURREE TTHHEE FFUUTTUURREE OOFF MMEEDDIICCIINNEE

74154 Cover  10/3/05  11:48 AM  Page 5




