
College Charter

The Michigan and Huron Institute charter 
was granted on April 22, 1833. The school was 
the first to be chartered by the Legislative 
Council of the Territory of Michigan. 
In 1855, with the passage of the General 
College Bill by the 
State of Michigan, 
the school’s name 
officially changed to 
Kalamazoo College.

James and luCinda stone

Vermonters by birth, 
James and Lucinda 
Stone came west in 1836. 
In their three-room 
wooden building, they 
encouraged coeducation, 
a controversial issue of 
the day. They welcomed 
to campus such 
luminaries as Frederick 
Douglass, Ralph Waldo 
Emerson, Elizabeth Cady 

Stanton, William Lloyd Garrison, Wendell Phillips, 
Bronson Alcott, and Sojourner Truth. Above all, the 
Stones embodied an 
ideal of passionate, 
dedicated teaching 
that is still Kalamazoo 
College’s hallmark.

soCial life in the 1880s

Academics were the primary focus of life at Kalamazoo 
College, but students found time for other activities, too. 

The College was home to 
three literary societies, the 
Sherwoods (founded 1851), the 
Philolexians (1855) and the 
female Eurodelphians (1856). 
In February 1889, the three 
societies sponsored the first 
Washington Banquet, an annual 

event for years to come. The first one was held in the parlors 
of the First Baptist Church and featured a multi-course meal, 
music by the College Glee Club, and speeches and orations by 
students.  Students began publishing a newspaper, The Index, 
in 1877. The first college orchestra, with 21 members, was 
formed in 1881 and the first Glee 
Club began performing in 1888. 
Athletic activities were informally 
organized for the most part, 
as Kalamazoo did not join 
the Michigan Intercollegiate 
Athletic Association (MIAA) 
until 1896.

alma mater

Raymond F. Holden ’07 wrote the 
words to the college "Alma Mater" 
song. The music was written by 
Willis F. Dunbar '24, who spent 
many years of his career at "K" as 
band director, history professor 
and dean.

College Colors

For many of the early College years, each incoming class chose its own 
colors. Tradition has it that Kalamazoo College adopted its official 
school colors at the suggestion of math professor Clarke Benedict 
Williams. Williams attended Princeton, whose colors are orange and 
black. The earliest mention of the colors orange and black is in the 
November 1902 student newspaper The Index. The Board of Trustees 
adopted black and orange as the official college colors in 1912.

hornets

The first reference to the Hornets in a college publication was 
in 1925 when it appeared in the college newspaper. The Hornet 

was first used in the yearbook in 1926. These 
references provided no explanation of the 
Hornet’s origin. Before then, athletic teams were 
simply referred to as Kalamazoo College, or the 
Orange and Black, or even the Kazooks.

According 
to a 1974 article in The Index, 
Jerry Hagan, a Kalamazoo 
Gazette reporter, first gave 
the nickname “Hornets” to 
the school’s football team. 

Said Hagan, “It was my first 
year at the Gazette... K-College 
had some great players and a fine team. Everyone seemed to be buzzing 
around enthusiastically and stinging the opponents, so the Hornet tag 
seemed natural.”

Pauline Byrd Johnson

Pauline Byrd Johnson was the college's first female black 
student to graduate. She went on to teach 
at Kalamazoo's Lincoln School before 
she accepted a fellowship at New York 
University. As a student, she was invited 
to employ her writing talents on behalf 
of many student organizations, but she 
could not serve as leader or board member, 
despite Kalamazoo's progressive standing 
at the time. At the Lincoln School, she 
was the first black person to teach in 
Kalamazoo Public Schools.

stetson ChaPel

Stetson Chapel is the spiritual 
and architectural center 
of the Kalamazoo College 
campus. The Chapel was 
dedicated in April 1932 in 
honor of Dr. Herbert Lee 
Stetson, President of the 
College (1912-22). Designed 
by New York architect Aymar 
Embury and built through 
gifts of many students and 

alumni, it is home to countless church services, 
lectures, concerts, weddings and other campus 
and community gatherings each year. The Chapel’s 
gold-domed bell tower, at 104 feet, 3 inches, is a 
landmark on the Kalamazoo horizon.   

men's tennis dynasty Begins

The Kalamazoo College men’s tennis team has a history of 
success in the Michigan Intercollegiate Athletic Association that is 
unrivaled by any team in any sport 
in the world. As of 2008, Kalamazoo 
has won 70 consecutive MIAA tennis 
championships and has lost just two 
dual matches in the MIAA since 1935. 
The last time Kalamazoo College 
did not win the MIAA title in men’s 
tennis, President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt had yet to complete his 
first term in office!

WWii era

BaCh festival

A leading characteristic of the "K" Music Department has always been 
its interaction with the Kalamazoo community. In 1946, Dr. Henry 
Overley founded the Kalamazoo Bach Festival Chorus with students 
and local vocalists, and produced the first Bach Festival involving the 
chorus, local and visiting soloists, and an orchestra. A performance of 
Bach’s St. Matthew Passion inaugurated the Festival in March 1947.

Now an annual program, the Festival 
includes “Bach-to-School” educational 
programs, Bach Legacy Lectures, a “Bach-
Around-the-Block” organ crawl, a Young 
Artist Competition and Concert, a High 
School Choral Festival, master classes for 

young singers, and performances with the Kalamazoo Symphony, as 
well as the traditional Christmas concert and gala finale concert.

K-Plan and study aBroad

During the administration of President Weimer Hicks (1954–71) 
the “Kalamazoo Plan” was born, 
combining rigorous academics with 
career internships, senior independent 
study, and a pioneering study abroad 
program begun in 1958. The first 
Study Abroad group of 25 students 
departed for Europe on the S.S. Arosa 
Star on June 17 of that year. Students 
studied at centers in Madrid, Spain; 
Bonn, Germany; and Caen, France. Although ship travel isn’t 
a part of Study Abroad any longer, a majority of junior-level 
students participate in the program every year.

a groWing CamPus

Kalamazoo’s landscape took on a new 
shape in the 1960s, after more than 
100 years of existence confined to the 
quadrangle between Lovell and Academy 
Streets. With the 1964 dedication of the 
Light Fine Arts Building, the campus 
officially expanded across Academy Street. 
The next decade saw the completion of 
new student residences DeWaters (1964), 
Severn (1965) and Crissey (1967) Halls, 
also to the north. 

The new Upjohn library 
opened in 1967, just west 
of the Fine Arts 
building, allowing 
Mandelle Hall 
to be extensively 
remodeled 
for College 
administrative 
offices.

In that era, Bowen Hall was demolished, and Dewing 
Hall (classrooms) and the campus natatorium (pool and 
classroom space) were also built.

heyl sCienCe sCholarshiP

The Frederick W. and 
Elsie L. Heyl Science 
Scholarship Fund was 
announced in 1971. 
Dr. Heyl, a former 
vice-president and 
director of research at 
The Upjohn Company, 
died in 1968. His will 
established a trust 
for young science 
scholars graduating 

from either Central or Loy Norrix High 
Schools in Kalamazoo wishing to study 
the exact sciences at Kalamazoo College or 
nursing at Western Michigan University 
Bronson School of Nursing. Further, the trust 
supplied scholarship assistance to graduating 
Kalamazoo College science majors wishing to 
pursue further study related to chemistry or 
physics at Yale University.

english ChaPel Bells

The Stetson Chapel bells were installed in the 
year following the College’s Sesquicentennial. 
The bells, each weighing between a 
quarter- and half-ton, were made at the 
Whitechapel Bell Foundry in East London. 
The foundry also cast the Liberty Bell, the 
bells of Westminster Abbey, and those of the 
Washington National Cathedral. At the time 
of their installation, Kalamazoo College was 
only the 16th institution in the U.S. to feature 
English tower bells. Each of the eight bells is 
inscribed with the Kalamazoo College motto 
“Lux Esto,” the name of an important figure in 
the school’s first century, and a Bible passage 
selected to represent each individual.

fifty years of usta Boys’ ChamPionshiPs

The USTA Boys’ 18 and 16 National Championships were brought to Kalamazoo College 
in 1943, largely through the efforts of the late 
Dr. Allen B. Stowe. During the past 65 years, 
most of the great names in U.S. mens’ tennis 
have played in Kalamazoo: Rod Laver, Stan 
Smith, Arthur Ashe, Jimmy Connors, John 
McEnroe, Aaron Krickstein, Michael Chang, 
Andre Agassi, Jim Courier, Pete Sampras, 
James Blake, Andy Roddick, Bob and Mike 
Bryan and many more.

AnniversAry yeAr

Kalamazoo College celebrates its 175th 
Anniversary, as well as the 50th Anniversary 

of the Study Abroad program, in 2008.

Today Kalamazoo operates as an independent 
college while acknowledging its strong link with 
the American Baptist Churches, USA. 

Some 1,350 students from across the 
United States and more than a dozen 
countries study here. Kalamazoo’s 
Center for International Programs now 
sends more than 85 percent of students 
to some 50 programs in 25 countries, 
and serves as a model for colleges 
nationwide.

The “K” community works to sustain 
its legacy through a continued 
emphasis on academic excellence, 
expanded opportunities for service 
learning, a “Guilds” program that 
links students with alumni, and the 
creation of a modern sustainable 
campus that is a true center of living 
and learning.

Light Fine Arts Building

Crissey Residence Hall

Men’s Tennis, 1930s
Dr. Stowe, second from left

above: 2008 Commencement on the Quadrangle

1967 ~ Study Abroad to Germany

Beginning in August 1943, the “K” men’s 
dormitory became barracks for 225 cadets in 
the Army Specialized Training Program. The 
College put together three 12-week terms of 
classes on basic engineering, and added nine 
full-time faculty to its ranks. Cadets marched in 
formation to and from classes six days a week, 
and conducted military drills and training 
regularly. The program ended less than a year 
later when the battalion was called to active 

duty. By September of 1944, campus had 
returned to normal. Nationally, “K” got 
noticed in wartime with “I’ve Got a Gal 
in Kalamazoo,” the song made popular by 
the Glenn Miller Orchestra. Sara Woolley 
Knight ‘44 was elected by students as 
the Gal from Kalamazoo, making public 
appearances to sell war bonds and promote 
the city and college during the war years.
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Sara Woolley Knight, Class of 1944

The Old Branch, an early Kalamazoo College 
building, which was located in the northeast corner 
of what is now Bronson Park

first honorary degree aWarded

In 1868, “K” awarded its first honorary 
degrees to Rev. Samuel Cornelius, a 
member of the Board of Trustees, and 
Philip Hoedemaker and A.G. Pierce, both 
alumni from the class of 1860. The first 
female recipient, Jeanette Fisher, Principal 
of the Michigan Female Seminary, was 
awarded her degree in 1875. Artists, civil 
rights leaders and educators including 
Margaret Mead (1957), William Sloane 
Coffin, Jr. (1970), Daniel Schorr (1975), 
Joseph Papp (1977), Ralph David Abernathy 

(1978), and Yehudi Menuhin (1990) are 
among the many honored by the College.

1868 Kalamazoo College 
Commencement Program

J
O, Kalamazoo, our faithful friend, 

We offer thee a song, 

To prai se the home where friendships blend 

and weld so true and strong. 

O, sacred refuge and most hallowed place, 

Where hope and joy renew, 

With tight’ning grip and bright’ning face 

That speak thy love, Kazoo.

Dewing Hall

right to grant 
degrees

The State of Michigan passed 
the general college bill in 1855. 
Kalamazoo College received the 
right to grant recognized academic 
degrees and 
honors one 
day after the 
bill became a 
law, the first 
college in the 
state to do so.

  2nd Bell

James
a.B. stone

First president of 
Kalamazoo College

360 lbs

   3rd Bell

madelon
stoCKWell

First woman graduate of 
University of Michigan, who 
began her college education 

at Kalamazoo College

392 lbs

   4th Bell

thomas W.
merrill

Baptist minister and 
co-founder of 

Kalamazoo College

 414 lbs

   5th Bell

Jeremiah hall
As a pastor of the First Baptist 
Church of Kalamazoo, he gave 
invaluable support to fledgling 

Kalamazoo College.

512 lbs

   6th Bell

titus Bronson
First permanent settler 
in the Kalamazoo Area  
(The City of Kalamazoo was 

originally known as the 
Village of Bronson.)

556 lbs

   7th Bell

arthur 
gaylord sloCum

Sixth President of 
Kalamazoo College 

(1892-1912)

768 lbs

 Tenor Bell

CaleB eldred
Co-founder of 

Kalamazoo College and 
secured the first charter 

for the institution

1024 lbs

  Treble Bell

luCinda 
hinsdale stone
First principal of the 

“Female Department” 
at Kalamazoo College

334 lbs

THE BELLS OF 
KALAMAzOO 

COLLEGE


