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B
e courageous.  Be bold,” advised Chad Goodwill ’92 to an audience of more
than 80 students, faculty and staff, alumni and community members in the
Olmsted Room on April 11.

This advice came as part of the Business Guild’s first-step event, “Entrepreneurship:
From Idea to Reality.”  Featuring five successful Kalamazoo College alumni entrepreneurs,
the two-day event gave Guild members and guests a chance to network and gain insights
from alumni experience. 

“To be a successful entrepreneur,” said Bruce Johnson ’76, co-owner of Gazelle Sports,
“the most important thing is to be passionate about what you do.”

Johnson and Mike McFall ’94, President of Global Orange Development (the franchiser for BIGGBY Coffee), were featured speakers on a
panel that occurred the first day of the event. 

Goodwill, who founded a nonprofit company in Colorado before returning to Kalamazoo to
launch a banking career, and Harry Gaggos ’04, former owner of The Daily Grind (a coffeehouse
in the basement of the old Hicks building), also contributed to the discussion.

The alumni warned about the many challenges of starting a business.   “Be prepared to be
humbled,” Gaggos told the audience. “Learn to manage your expectations.”

Goodwill compared starting a business to having a baby: “You don’t eat, you don’t sleep,
and you have no social life.”

Through both days of the event, strong appreciation for the College’s rigorous liberal arts
education was voiced by all, including Barry Smith ’70, co-owner of Great Lakes Aviation Holdings, Inc. His talk on April 12 focused on his 

“

Mike McFall talks with the College’s Fred Jackson after
the April 11 panel discussion.

Chad Goodwill, first-year student Evan Bontrager, and
Harry Gaggos enjoy Friday Forum Networking before
the Business Guild’s event on April 11.

Continued on page 7



Notes FROM THE 
COORDINATOR

A
journey of a thousand miles begins with a
single step.”  The words of Chinese
philosopher Lao-tzu inspired participants in
the Guilds’ first Summit in January to plan

their early work, which we called “first-step projects.”
The original Chinese can also be translated as, “even
the longest journey must begin where you stand.”

Both of these translations ring true for the first six months’ of Guild
work.  Beginning where we stand, here on a storied campus that celebrates
its 175th anniversary this year, we have envisioned a new journey forward
into the 21st century.  Members of each charter Guild began by standing
still, looking carefully at the landscape of ideas and initiatives that enliven
the College before choosing where to plant their first step forward.

Each Guild welcomes membership from a wide range of professional
and academic disciplines, yet each Guild chose a first step that was rooted
in a specific challenge.  From entrepreneurship to climate change, from
hunger to insect-borne diseases, the early Guild events viewed these
challenges through an interdisciplinary lens and built new connections and
relationships on campus and online.

The amazing thing about these first-step projects is how clearly they
pointed toward possible second and third steps.  Not content to simply study
an issue, Guild members synthesized their learning and prepared to move
toward action.  The Business Guild imagined a fair-trade enterprise within
the College bookstore.  The Justice & Peace Guild mapped out a plan for
salvaging extra food in the dining hall through a partnership with the
national Campus Kitchen Project. 

William Drayton, social entrepreneur and founder of Ashoka:
Innovators for the Public, has said that “Change starts when someone sees
the next step.”  After a successful first quarter, the Guilds are poised to take
their next steps.  We hope you’ll join us in finding sure footing and building
new connections together.
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“What I got out of the Unite for Sight
conference was a better idea of the
main problem in global health care.
It is not money. It is not technology. 
It is getting that technology to the
people who need it.  Time and again
presenters talked about how they
delivered basic interventions to the
people who needed them.  This has
gotten me thinking about the health
problems of the world, and how to
solve them, in a whole new way.”

David Konopka ’08
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LINKING LOCAL AND GLOBAL

FOOD DISPARITIES

BByy  AAmmbbeerr  GGuueerrrreerroo  ’’0088

C
onvinced that the campus needed to focus its attention on the
issue of hunger, the Justice & Peace Guild organized a Hunger
Forum on April 29.   Scheduled to follow an alumni dinner hosted
by the Pre-Law Society (with support from the Guild), the Forum

drew about 60 students, staff, and alumni to Stetson Chapel.  Dynamic and
diverse speakers talked about nutrition for HIV patients, the work of local
and international anti-hunger programs, and the proposed launch of a
Campus Kitchens Project (CKP) at Kalamazoo College.  

The speakers included two alumni, Judge Alexander Lipsey ’72 (moderator
of the panel and keynote speaker at the Pre-Law dinner) and Robert
Barnhart ’70 (associate director of the Michigan regional Church World Service/CROP
Walk), as well as local experts Anne Wend Lipsey (executive director of Kalamazoo
Loaves & Fishes) and Carol Salisbury (a nurse practitioner with expertise in nutrition and
disease).  Rounding out the panel was Jordan Kough, representing the national CKP.

The forum opened a broad discussion about the underlying causes of hunger such as
poverty, elitism, and social inequity.  “If we are to overcome abject poverty, then we, the
rich—and we are very rich—need to worry less about our own self-security,” said Barnhart.

Students in the audience asked pertinent environmental questions.  Julia Dean ’08 asked
about the use of local foods in the Kalamazoo Loaves and Fishes food pantries.  Director
Anne Wend Lipsey replied that without a local food distributor it is difficult to regularize the use of local food in the quantities needed by her
program.  Dean’s question highlighted a similar struggle faced by Farms to K, a campus group that seeks to bring local food to the
College’s cafeteria by building strong distribution networks.

Kough talked about the success that CKP has had in using the meals it provides as
incentives for participation in other kinds of education and training programs.  For example,
a General Educational Development (GED) program in Washington, D.C., provides CKP
dinners to its students, who would otherwise have to find time and resources to squeeze in
dinner preparations between their workday and their evening classes.

After the Forum, audience members were invited to take part in two follow-up events.  More
than 100 students signed letters to their U.S. senators urging them to support the FEED
(Food Employment, Empowerment, and Development) Act as part of the Farm bill currently
before Congress.  Students also took part in a strategy session aimed at soliciting campus
support for a local affiliate of the Campus Kitchens Project in Kalamazoo.  Check the Justice
& Peace website for current information on the support for this project, and for other
opportunities to get involved in the work of the Justice & Peace Guild.

Justice & Peace

Jordan Kough of Campus Kitchens Project and senior
Jennie Smith share a table at the Pre-Law Society
alumni dinner preceding the Hunger Forum.
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Senior Amber Guerrero discusses local hunger
issues with panelist Anne Wend Lipsey and
moderator Sandy Lipsey.
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AANNDD  AALLUUMMNNII  EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEE
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T
he May 16 Health Guild symposium on insect-borne diseases ended
with a quote from Margaret Mead: "Never doubt that a small group of
thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the
only thing that ever has." The closing message was fitting after

students presented their projects and insights about improving public health
systems on a global scale.  The symposium featured keynote speaker Bruce
Benton ’64 as well as student presentations on topics ranging from malaria
prevention in Burma to the health effects of insect repellents.

Benton discussed the lessons he learned from the twenty years he dedicated to
working with the World Bank's African and West African Program for Onchocerciasis Control. One of those lessons was the need for
community-directed treatment programs.  When a community “decides how and when
to distribute medication,” Benton suggested, aid reaches 75 percent or more of a
population, and treatment programs are more sustainable and see long-term success.
Due to these community-based treatment programs and Merck's large donation of the
drug ivermectin in 1987, Onchocerciasis (riverblindness) was virtually eradicated in
West Africa by 2002.

Seniors Dave Konopka and David Hyman discussed malaria prevention in Africa and
Southeast Asia.  The two formed a fundraising team this year in support of “Nothing
but Nets,” an organization dedicated to the prevention of malaria and the distribution
of insecticide-treated mosquito nets.   According to the World Health Organization, the
disease burden of malaria will be reduced by up to 85% in the next five years if
Nothing but Nets continues.

Arianna Schindle and Stephanie Willette, also seniors who have received a prestigious Davis Peace Project Fellowship, discussed their
plans to work with various NGOs in Southeast Asia to deliver malaria nets and other aid to refugees on the Thai-Burma border.  Their
project, "Nets for Prevention and Peace: Insecticide-Treated Mosquito Nets for the Prevention of Malaria along the Thai-Burma Border," will

begin this July (see sidebar for more information).  The project will help bring
important services to hundreds of thousands of at-risk Burmese people.  Schindle
stated, "This population is one that is most in need, and nets are easy to carry."

Student presenters outlined their experiences at the Unite for Sight national public
health conference at Yale University in  April (the Guild supported a bus trip by 20
students to this event).  Caitlin Paul highlighted one case study on the eradication of
Guinea worm.  Guinea worm cases are down 99 percent since 1986, she said,
making it poised to be the next disease, after smallpox, to be eradicated entirely.
According to senior Katie Krezoski, even though the conference featured speakers
from different countries, with different attitudes and experiences, three key ideas
seemed to prevail about improving global public health systems. These include the
need for more research on the best way to implement and deliver health services in

Keynote speaker Bruce Benton voices his enthusiasm for the
concept of the Guilds.
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Lively discussion surrounded the dozen posters presented by
students from spring classes and the Unite for Sight conference.



DAVIS PEACE PROJECT FELLOWS SPEAK

AT SYMPOSIUM

Kalamazoo College seniors Arianna Schindle and Stephanie Willette

will travel to the Thai-Burma border this summer to begin a year-

long malaria relief project.  As the leading cause of death in Burma,

malaria is a public health crisis that has long been ignored by the

military government.  In light of the disastrous Cyclone Nargis, it is

crucial that Burmese refugees have access to reliable resources for

malaria prevention. Utilizing a $10,000 grant provided by Davis 100

Projects for Peace, Arianna and Stephanie will work closely with

Kalamazoo College alumna Catherine Lee ’02 and grassroots NGOs

along the border to collect and distribute insecticide-treated malaria

nets to Eastern Burmese Internally Displaced Peoples (IDPs) fleeing

the military government.  Kalamazoo College students have

launched the Burmese Empowerment Action Team (BEAT) to extend

the scope and length of the malaria relief project. Under the leadership of Davis grant recipient Anna Weaver, BEAT aims to support

the project objectives of establishing a sustainable program of malaria prevention and empowerment of Burmese IDPs by providing a

fundraising network that will secure access to more than 50,000 insecticide-treated nets and important educational materials. BEAT

connects students and alumni in their efforts to eradicate a deadly disease and empower the people of Burma.  This connection

provides current and future Kalamazoo students with the opportunity to raise awareness and resources in the US and to work in the

future with alumni on the border. BEAT is calling upon alumni who work in international development, health care fields, fundraising,

business administration, or other related fields to offer guidance and/or financial support on the creation and development of the

BEAT project.  Please contact Anna Weaver at burma_sa@yahoo.com to support the work of Kalamazoo College students promoting

health and social justice work on the Thai-Burma border.
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varying cultures or societies, the need to bridge communication gaps between organizations, and the
need to work toward long-term solutions that empower local groups.  

The Guild event ended with a reception and student poster presentations by Unite for Sight
conference attendees and students from three spring-quarter courses: Entomology, Contemporary
Issues in Public Health, and Culture of Health and Disease in the Hispanic Community.  Benton, who
currently teaches courses in International Health at Georgetown University, had this to say about the
Guilds: "What you are doing is enthusiastic.  It's very, very encouraging – there is a lot to be done in
the area of public health.

Davis Peace Project fellows discuss their plan to deliver malaria nets along
the Thai-Burma border this summer.

Student organizer Caitlin Paul describes the
outcomes of a bus trip to the Unite for Sight
conference at Yale in April.



CCLLIIMMAATTEE  CCHHAANNGGEE::  WWHHAATT  WWOORRKKSS??

O
n April 25, the Sustainability Guild kicked off a two-day celebration of Earth
Day with a panel discussion on effective climate change policy. The panel
featured two alumni experts.  Christa Clapp ’97, an economist in the Climate
Change Division of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, analyzes the

economic and environmental impacts of climate change legislative proposals for
Congress and leads the economic analysis for EPA regulation governing the geologic
storage of carbon dioxide, a key technology for climate mitigation strategies. She was a
contributing author to the Nobel Peace Prize-winning Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) Fourth Assessment Report on Mitigation. 

She described the intricacies of the various pieces of environmental legislation
currently being considered by Congress and suggested that “it’s not so important

which bill we pass, we just need to do something.” The United States must take a
leadership role, she added, because it is “far and away the single largest historic
contributor to carbon dioxide emissions.”  She went on to say that “the U.S. can’t do it
alone; we need a lot of international collaboration and a massive effort” to reduce global
carbon emissions.

The second expert, Jan Hessler ’65, is currently a research professor in the Department
of Biological, Chemical, and Physical Sciences in the College of Science and Letters at
Illinois Institute of Technology. He served as a research physicist at Argonne National
Laboratory for 32 years. Hessler has more than 20 years of experience in the field of
hydrocarbon combustion and recently extended the technique of small-angle x-ray
scattering to study the fundamental chemical and physical properties of soot formation.  

His presentation focused on the intersection of science and policy, and on the need to clearly communicate
scientific findings to policymakers.  He compared long-standing international cooperation and communication
among scientists to the emerging collaborative networks being created by the Guilds.  He told the audience
that “you’ve got to raise your voice with your legislator; we’re up against the voices of the car lobbyists and
the oil lobbyists.”  Hessler asserted that the technology is available and the financing possible to change our
energy production and usage, if we become innovative and overcome current market barriers and political
obstacles.  He encouraged individual audience members to commit to changing their consumption habits,
especially their driving.

Audience members commented afterwards that they appreciated the panelists’ sense of optimism about what
is typically conveyed as a dire situation.   This optimism carried over to the following sunny afternoon, when

the Sustainability Guild and the student organization EnvOrg joined forces for an Earth Day Extravaganza on the Quad.  Student groups
from the Bike Club to the ECOalition staffed tables alongside community organizations like the People’s Food Co-op and Wild Ones.  Bands
played, frisbees flew, and participants enjoyed opportunities to sample local foods, plant seeds, and get their bikes tuned up.

Over several days, the alumni visitors also had the opportunity to speak to Dr. Ahmed Hussen’s senior economics seminar on climate
change and to share dinner with a dozen students and faculty members. Informal networking opportunities like these have already led to
the posting of internships and the sharing of local community sustainability plans on the Sustainability Guild’s website, where Guild
members can also access Clapp’s presentation.

Environmentalist and community member Tom Small talks
with Christa Clapp at the reception after the climate change
discussion.

Jan Hessler answers a student
question about individual
responsibility for carbon
emission reduction.
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Chad Goodwill and
Bruce Johnson share
common advice on
the April 11 alumni
entrepreneur panel.

A “WILD SUCCESS” Continued from page 1

recent career switch from attorney to business
owner.  “The nature of the K-Plan and the quarter
calendar made me comfortable with change,” said
Smith.   “So much at ‘K’ was the relationships and
people you meet outside the classroom,” he
continued. “The diversity forced me to become more
open to new things.”

“Don’t underestimate your education at ‘K’,” said
Gaggos.   “You’re smarter than you think you are,”
McFall added. “You’ll see that when you get out
into the world.  I wish someone had told me that
when I was where you are now.” 

Alumni in attendance also voiced enthusiasm for the Guilds initiative.  “I’m very excited about working
with the Guilds,” said Smith. “I think it’s a great idea to bring people with diverse majors together around a shared interest, and it’s also
great to reconnect with the College.” 

The event combined expert advice, a presentation of a student plan for a fair-trade retail business as a case study (see sidebar below), and
opportunities for informal professional networking. It will be a strong model for future Guild activities.  “This event set the bar pretty high,”
stated Guild coordinator Joan Hawxhurst.  “I had asked the members of the Business Guild what wild success would look like,” said
Hawxhurst, “and it looks like this!”

DON’T SWEAT IT: A CASE STUDY IN ENTREPRENEURSHIP

At the Business Guild event on April 11, a group of Kalamazoo students presented their new project as a case study. “Don't Sweat

It” works with students on study abroad to build relationships with small, community-based human rights organizations. Students

purchase hand-made goods, which are then re-sold at the College bookstore, each complete with a card describing the story of the

artisan who made the product. Profits are returned to the sponsoring organization, which thus becomes more self-sustaining, and

students create lasting ties with the people they’ve met during study abroad.  Back on campus, the College community learns

about the people and issues encountered by students while on study abroad, creating further connections between campus and

the world. “Don’t Sweat It” is a new organization, and members hope to improve its business, humanitarian, and local practices.

Please contact Tricia Garay at k07pg01@kzoo.edu with advice, support or questions.

Barry Smith included jet engine
physics, balance sheets, and new
business start-up in his talk on April 12.

Business
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HHOOWW  CCAANN  II  GGEETT

IINNVVOOLLVVEEDD??

Contact the Guilds coordinator, 
Joan Hawxhurst, at 269-337-7384 
or joan.hawxhurst@kzoo.edu.

Anyone with a connection to Kalamazoo
College is invited to join a Guild.

You can create a member account and
join the online discussions of the charter
Guilds at http://guilds.kzoo.edu. 
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WWEE  WWAANNTT  YYOOUURR  IINNPPUUTT

The Guilds are grateful to College alumni and friends across the
country and around the world who have joined this new initiative.
We value your experience and creativity, and we'd like your input.
What's your vision for the Guilds? How can you see yourself being
involved? What skills, knowledge, and/or contacts could you
contribute?

Need some examples to get your creative juices flowing? You might
host a regional Guild gathering of alumni and student members.
You might involve yourself in a particular Guild's leadership. You
might work through the College's Center for Career Development to
mentor a student Guild member or oversee a SIP project in your
field of expertise. You might contribute your skills to community-
building technology development or professional networking. You
might upload to the Guilds website documents or weblinks that
inform the discussions generated by this year's first-step projects.

We're looking to you for insight, guidance, and vision as the Guilds
grow. Our goal is to spark lively conversations about what these
innovative new organizations can become, and how the Guilds can
benefit from the wealth of wisdom and experience of Kalamazoo
College alumni and friends. Whether you call, email, or post to the
Guilds website, we look forward to hearing from you.


