
HHOOWW  CCAANN  II  GGEETT

IINNVVOOLLVVEEDD??

Contact the Guilds coordinator, 
Joan Hawxhurst, at 269-337-7384 
or joan.hawxhurst@kzoo.edu.

You can create a member account and
join the online discussions of the charter
Guilds at http://guilds.kzoo.edu. 
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UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG  

GGUUIILLDD  EEVVEENNTTSS::

FFrriiddaayy  FFoorruumm  GGuuiilldd  GGaatthheerriinngg::    
AAnn  IInnffoorrmmaall  NNeettwwoorrkkiinngg  OOppppoorrttuunniittyy

Friday, April 11, 2008
BBuussiinneessss  GGuuiilldd::

Entrepreneurship:  From Idea to Reality
Friday and Saturday, April 11-12, 2008

SSuussttaaiinnaabbiilliittyy  GGuuiilldd::  
Earth Day Festivities
Friday and Saturday, April 25-26, 2008

JJuussttiiccee  aanndd  PPeeaaccee  GGuuiilldd::
Hunger Forum
Tuesday, April 29, 2008

HHeeaalltthh  GGuuiilldd::  
Insect-borne Diseases and Related Issues – A Symposium 
Friday, May 16, 2008

SSpprriinngg  GGuuiilldd  SSuummmmiitt
Saturday, May 31, 2008

See inside for articles on each of the Guilds’ spring projects.
For additional information about any of these upcoming events,
please visit http://guilds.kzoo.edu or call the Guilds office at
(269) 337-7384.



PROMISING NEW INITIATIVE 

BUILDS COLLEGE CONNECTIONS

A
fter years of thinking and planning, the Guilds initiative has launched, and
hundreds of Guild members and supporters are gearing up for a busy season of
activities and discussions.  Through face-to-face conversations on campus, and
virtual discussions on their new website, http://guilds.kzoo.edu, the Guilds are

bringing together the College community, especially alumni and current students, around
interdisciplinary issues that affect today’s world. These voluntary membership organizations
integrate experiences and classroom learning and provide professional development and
networking opportunities in order to bridge students’ liberal arts education with the world
they will encounter upon graduation. Guilds connect students to mentors and professional
opportunities, foster leadership among students, and allow participants of all generations to
realize their potential to positively impact the world through their work.

Students are taking the lead in launching four charter Guilds in 2008:  Business, Health,
Justice and Peace, and Sustainability.  Based on the “communities of practice” model, in
which groups of people share a concern or a passion for something they do and learn how
to do it better as they interact regularly, the Guilds offer students the dual opportunities to
put their passion into practice and to prepare for professional life after “K.”

For alumni, the Guilds provide a chance to contribute real-world expertise and to tap into an
extensive network of passionate professionals.  “The guilds are an excellent way to share
one’s talents and learn from the talents of others,” says Hans Parker Juntunen ’07, who 
attended the kick-off Guilds Summit in January (see article on page 3).

HOW DO GUILDS WORK?

The initiative is overseen by a Guilds Council whose membership includes students, alumni,
faculty, and staff of the College.  In this first year of the initiative, the Council, in conjunction
with the Guilds Coordinator, is guiding the development of structures and policies for all
Guilds and endorsing the “first-step” projects of each of the four charter Guilds (you’ll learn
more about these first steps inside this newsletter). As the first four Guilds mature over the
coming years, groups will coalesce around additional interdisciplinary issues to form more
Guilds.  The first three years of the program are supported by a grant from the McGregor
Fund of Detroit, Michigan, which recognizes the potential of the Guilds to enhance the 
rigorous liberal arts and experiential education embodied in the K-Plan. 

President Wilson-Oyelaran describes the origin of the
Guilds during the kick-off Summit on January 12.
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“As part of our effort to
enhance community at
Kalamazoo College, we
are eager to strengthen
our connections with
alumni, families, and
friends. The Guilds
initiative provides a
perfect opportunity for
this engagement.”

– Eileen Wilson-Oyelaran,
President of Kalamazoo College

GUILDNews
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WWIINNTTEERR  22000088
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Notes FROM THE 
COORDINATOR

W
elcome to the

inaugural issue of

GGUUIILLDDNNeewwss!  We are

glad to have the

opportunity to share with you some details

of the launch of this exciting new initiative.

In each quarterly issue of GGUUIILLDDNNeewwss,

we’ll bring you updates on the work of each

Guild, profiles of Guild members, information on people and organizations

connected to the Guilds, and opportunities to get involved.

In this first issue, I thought I’d tell you a little about myself and my

path to “K.”  After graduating with a BA (Virginia Tech) and a MA (Yale

University) in international relations, I spent eighteen months in Argentina

interning for the human rights group founded by Nobel laureate Adolfo Pérez

Esquivel. After that experience, I worked on Capitol Hill with the public policy

group Washington Office on Latin America.  I then spent a decade starting a

family as well as a national organization for interfaith families, whose

flagship newsletter, DDoovveettaaiill, still addresses the questions raised when

people of different faith traditions marry.  

My partner’s job at Western Michigan University brought us to

Kalamazoo in 1994, and it didn’t take us long to realize that this was a

place we could easily call home.  From 2002 till last October, I coordinated

Reading Together, the community reading program for Kalamazoo County,

led by the award-winning Kalamazoo Public Library.  It was the excitement I

could feel from Kalamazoo College’s faculty and staff about the new Guilds

initiative, along with the College’s mission and unique dedication to meeting

the needs of each student through the K-Plan, that attracted me to “K,”

where I began as Guilds Coordinator on November 1, 2007.  Since then, it

has been an honor to work alongside outstanding students, faculty, staff,

alumni, and friends in the community to begin to make real the vision of the

Guilds that had been laid out during the College’s strategic planning process.

As we build innovative connections between people who are

passionate about using their professional lives to build bridges and tackle

interdisciplinary issues, I’d love to hear from you.
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“I’m a strong believer in the value of
a liberal arts education and my
education at ‘K’ was second to none.
I’d love to participate in the Guilds
program and give back some of what
the ‘K’ experience has given me.”

Joshua Voltz ’00
U.S. Department of State

Guilds Coordinator Joan Hawxhurst
shares her story with participants in
the Guilds Summit on January 12.
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BUSINESS GUILD NEWS

EEnnttrreepprreenneeuurrsshhiipp::    FFrroomm  IIddeeaa  ttoo  RReeaalliittyy
FFrriiddaayy  aanndd  SSaattuurrddaayy,,  AApprriill  1111--1122,,  22000088

T
he Business Guild is planning a lecture and panel discussion on entrepreneurship
early in spring quarter.  Since several current students have potentially mar-
ketable business ideas, the main focus of the two Guild events will be advice
from successful alumni entrepreneurs on how to turn a good idea into an actual

business.   Both events are free and open to the public; visit the Business Guild page of the
Guilds website (http://guilds.kzoo.edu) for more information.

FFrriiddaayy,,  AApprriill  1111tthh
Entrepreneurship: From Idea to Reality
A panel discussion featuring Kalamazoo College alumni
with a variety of businesses, followed by breakout sessions
with individual alumni and a possible off-site visit to a
successful alumni-owned business.

SSaattuurrddaayy,,  AApprriill  1122tthh
Entrepreneurship: From Idea to Reality
Lecture by Barry Smith ’70, owner of Great Lakes Aviation
Hors d’oeuvres following the lecture.

FIRST GUILDS

SUMMIT 

ENERGIZES 

PARTICIPANTS 

On the first Saturday of winter quarter, a
group of seventy people—students, faculty
and staff, and alumni—gathered in
Dewing Hall to give birth to a new initiative
on campus. The first Guilds Summit began
with presentations by President Eileen B.
Wilson-Oyelaran, Professor of Chemistry
Jeff Bartz, Senior Samantha Weaver, and
Alumnus Suprotik Stotz-Ghosh ’95. 

Dr. Wilson-Oyelaran discussed the
history of the strategic planning that led to
the creation of the Guilds.  She spoke of
strengthening connections—between “K”
alumni and their alma mater, between a
rigorous liberal arts education and the
world of work, and between the various
elements of the K-Plan—as the
“innovative, unique and wonderful” work of
the College.  

Stotz-Ghosh recognized the “second
chance” for involvement that Guilds offer
to alumni, and challenged the entire
College community to “get connected
through making a difference.” (Read more
about his ideas on page 7.)

After the initial presentations,
summit attendees divided into four
breakout sessions, each focused on one of
the charter Guild issues.   Each group was
charged with assessing what’s already
happening on campus and fashioning a
“first-step” project that would involve
students and alumni on campus, would
weave together several existing elements
of life at “K,” and could be completed by
the end of Spring quarter.

The summit re-convened and each
group reported on first steps for the launch
of their Guild.  The first-step projects are
outlined in this newsletter, and are open to
anyone interested in joining a Guild.  Said
one alumnus who attended, “I will
personally invite alums I know to join a
Guild, and I’ll help plan the Sustainability
Guild kick-off events.” 

A second Guilds Summit will occur
during Spring Quarter. But don’t wait! If
you’re interested in becoming a part of
one of the four charter Guilds, visit
http://guilds.kzoo.edu and join the online
discussions and networking of a Guild today.

First-year student Evan Bontrager
and senior Jessica Bard consider an
idea at the Business Guild breakout
session of the Summit.
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HHEEAALLTTHH  GGUUIILLDD  NNEEWWSS

IInnsseecctt--bboorrnnee  DDiisseeaasseess  aanndd  RReellaatteedd  IIssssuueess  ——    
AA  SSyymmppoossiiuumm
FFrriiddaayy,,  MMaayy  1166,,  22000088

A
fter attending the Unite for Sight
conference at Yale University in April,
members of the Health Guild will host a
symposium focusing on insect-borne

disease with three objectives:  to share what
students have learned about international public
health at the conference; to showcase alumni
expertise in the field; and to connect the issue to
current coursework.  The campus-wide event will
open with an alumni speaker, drawing upon his
experience in the field of public health and
knowledge of insect-borne disease.  The event will
incorporate the work of students in several academic
courses through presentations, including Dr. Ann
Fraser’s Entomology course, Alison Geist’s course in
Public Health, and others. For more information, see
the Health Guild’s page on the Guilds website
(http://guilds.kzoo.edu).

OF RELATED 

INTEREST

NNootthhiinngg  BBuutt  NNeettss

(www.nothingbutnets.net) is a

grassroots campaign to save lives

by preventing malaria, a leading

killer of children in Africa. While the

UN Foundation has been working

with the UN to fight malaria for

years, it was a 2006 column that

Rick Reilly wrote about malaria in

Sports Illustrated, challenging each

of his readers to donate at least $10

for the purchase of anti-malaria bed

nets — and the incredible response

from thousands of Americans across

the country — that led to the

creation of the Nothing But Nets

campaign. “K” senior David Hyman

brought the campaign to campus

after he and biochemistry classmate

Dave Konopka viewed a short

excerpt of a documentary in class

about malaria’s enormous burden

on sub-Saharan Africa.  After

discussing possible fundraisers with

their professor, David found a

volunteer opportunity with Nothing

But Nets through the Center for

Career Development’s weekly e-

mail, worked with them, and learned

how easy they make it to form a

fundraising team.  

Alison Geist, director of the Mary
Jane Underwood Stryker Institute
for Service-Learning, listens to
Wellness Advisor Ken Wood in the
Health Guild breakout session of the
Summit.
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JJUUSSTTIICCEE  &&  PPEEAACCEE  GGUUIILLDD  NNEEWWSS

TThhee  HHuunnggeerr  FFoorruumm
TTuueessddaayy,,  AApprriill  2299,,  22000088

T
he Hunger Forum is the brainchild of senior
Jennie Smith, who did a social justice internship
at the Alliance to End Hunger.  The forum will
feature speakers on the connection between

nutrition and disease, hunger in the Kalamazoo community,
and hunger issues internationally.  Before and after the
event, the Guild hopes to build on a relationship with
campus food-service provider Sodexho, which has worked
cooperatively with the Farms 2 K program on campus, by
proposing the start of a Campus Kitchens Project
(www.campuskitchens.org) at Kalamazoo College.  The
Guild is also partnering with the College Democrats for a
joint day of lobbying state legislators in Lansing on hunger-
related issues, and with the student chapter of Amnesty
International on a letter-writing campaign. For more
information about the Hunger Forum, see the Justice &
Peace Guild’s page on the Guilds website
(http://guilds.kzoo.edu).

Senior Jennie Smith explains her
idea for educating and mobilizing
the “K” community through a
Hunger Forum on campus.
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UUnniittee  FFoorr  SSiigghhtt®®

(www.uniteforsight.org) is a non-

profit organization that empowers

communities worldwide to improve

eye health and eliminate

preventable blindness. Local and

visiting volunteers work with partner

eye clinics to provide eye care in

communities without previous

access, with the goal of creating

eye disease-free communities.

Additionally, vision screening and

education programs are

implemented worldwide by

volunteers working in ninety

chapters established at universities

in North America, Africa, Asia, and

Latin America. The organization

hosts a weekend conference of

ideas and exchange of best

practices to improve public health

and international development.  In

mid-April, 10 “K” students will join

2,000 others interested in public

health, medicine, social

entrepreneurship, nonprofits,

philanthropy, anthropology, eye

care, and international development

in New Haven, Connecticut.  

Justice & Peace



SSUUSSTTAAIINNAABBIILLIITTYY  GGUUIILLDD

EEaarrtthh  DDaayy  FFeessttiivviittiieess::  
CCrreeaattiinngg  aa  CCoommmmoonn  LLaanngguuaaggee  ooff  SSuussttaaiinnaabbiilliittyy
FFrriiddaayy  &&  SSaattuurrddaayy,,  AApprriill  2255--2266,,  22000088

I
n the spirit of Earth Day, which falls mid-week this year on April
22, the Sustainability Guild will work together with several
student organizations to convene the College community and to
create a common language of sustainability. Earth Day Festivities

will involve two key components:
On Friday, April 25, the Guild will host a panel discussion

featuring alumni with expertise in environmental issues.  The Guild
will also invite professors to conduct teach-ins on this day.

On Saturday afternoon, April 26, student organizations will
facilitate communication between students, faculty, staff, and alumni
in a relaxed manner through an outdoor event with bands, free food,
and games.  Student organizations will set up display tables to
showcase their current projects. Students will have the opportunity to
network informally with invited alumni, as well as benefit from the
knowledge that alumni have to offer.  The event will feature an
educational mini-fair about science and sustainability for children of
alumni and friends.

Both events are free and open to the public; guests in
attendance at the Founder’s Day Convocation on Thursday, April 24,
are invited to consider staying for the Earth Day Festivities.  For more information, please
visit the Sustainability Guild page of the Guilds website (http://guilds.kzoo.edu).

SSaammaanntthhaa  WWeeaavveerr’’ss passion for
sustainability stems from a series of
experiences and influences during
her time at “K.”  “It started with

study abroad
where my real
passion became
sustainability, and
particularly global
warming. I looked
for opportunities
for internships
while I was
abroad, and my
interests ended up
turning into my SIP,
which ended up

turning into something related to the
President’s climate commitment.”

This evolution shows why
Weaver understands “the potential
for Guilds to help us connect the
dots of all aspects of our K-Plan.”
She also appreciates the possibility
for professional relationship-building:

Students Jenna
Hertz, Leeor
Schwartz, and Nina
Maghsoodi consider
the possible first-
step projects for the
Sustainability Guild.

Samantha Weaver ’08, shares her
path to sustainability work with
Summit participants.
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SSttuuddeenntt  GGuuiilldd  MMeemmbbeerr
SSAAMMAANNTTHHAA

WWEEAAVVEERR

Sustainability



SSuupprroottiikk  SSttoottzz--GGhhoosshh graduated from Kalamazoo College in 1995 and has spent his
entire professional career in the non-profit community development sector in
Kalamazoo.  In 2007 he moved from the Greater Kalamazoo United Way, where he had
served as a community investment officer, to the W.E. Upjohn Institute for Employment
Research/Michigan Works, where his title is Business and Community Development
Coordinator.

Stotz-Ghosh is passionate about Kalamazoo, both the College and the larger
local community.  In his remarks to student participants in the Guilds Summit in
January, he spoke of his hope that the Guilds would create lasting bonds between
Guild members and the Kalamazoo community, vesting graduates in the region’s
success. “The Kalamazoo community is a great place to be doing work that brings
about positive change. We have a health and human service sector that is one of the
best in the country,” he said, citing the county’s high level of United Way giving.  “We
need people like you and the faculty and all the alumni to get together and make those
connections so that we can address the really complex problems that we have in the
world.”  An active member of the Guilds Council oversight body, Stotz-Ghosh envisions
the Guilds as “an opportunity to enhance lifelong learning and professional
development for people of all ages.”

When he reflects on his time as a student at “K,” Stotz-Ghosh appreciates the
potential of the Guilds to reconnect him with his alma mater.  “I did sports, I went on
my foreign study, and I had a wonderful experience here, but I feel like I have another
chance now to get involved with campus, with students, and make a difference. And
that second chance is quite special.”

“I really hope to be able to work on
small projects with professors and
with alumni and get their input and
advice about things that I might do
now but also later on.”

A political science major with
a concentration in environmental
studies, Weaver helped convince
the College to sign the American
College & University Presidents
Climate Commitment
(www.presidentsclimatecommitment
.org), a high-visibility effort to
address global warming by
garnering institutional commitments
to neutralize greenhouse gas
emissions and by accelerating the
research and educational efforts of
higher education to equip society to
re-stabilize the earth’s climate.
When Dr. Wilson-Oyelaran signed on
in 2007, “K” was only the second
college in Michigan to make this
commitment, and the new
Sustainability Guild will be an
important partner in the College’s
efforts to reduce its carbon footprint.

Weaver is one of two student
employees of the Guilds, and she
serves as the student liaison to both
the Sustainability and the Health
Guilds.  In this role, she has had
opportunities to connect with alumni
with professional interests in
environmental sustainability.  
She will graduate in June with a
professional network already 
in place.

“My hope is that these Guilds
can provide students with ways to
discover and build upon their
interests and connect them to the
broader world while they’re here,
and also after they move on to life
after ‘K.’”

Suprotik Stotz-Ghosh ’95, speaks to the Summit
participants during the opening plenary session.
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AAlluummnnii  GGuuiillddss  CCoouunncciill  MMeemmbbeerr
SSUUPPRROOTTIIKK  SSTTOOTTZZ--GGHHOOSSHH

Guild members develop 
and strengthen vocational
networks and undertake
collaborative projects that
build upon members’
interests and professional
expertise to seek new
perspectives and insights
into challenging social
issues.


