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EXPLORING NEW WORLDS: 
The Literature of Travel and Exploration 

From earliest times, people of courage and vision have been 
eager to explore the world around them. Motivated by a desire 
for conquest, trade, and scientific discovery, they ventured into 
areas previously uncharted and returned to publish detailed 
accounts of their journeys which were read with interest by the 
general public as well as by the scientific and scholarly 
communities. The journals and records of these adventurers 
not only expanded available knowledge of the peoples and places 
described but also influenced attitudes about them. The body of 
literature thus formed is still valued today for the evocation of 
the romance of early travel as well as for its contributions 
to history. 

The A. M. Todd Rare Book Room collection contains a number 
of significant works in this genre, either in their original forms or 
in handsomely produced reproductions. The expeditions and 
travels recorded in these volumes range in time from the late 
thirteenth century voyages of Marco Polo to the exploration in 
1911-1915 of the previously undiscovered Inca city, Machu Piccu, 
and cover most of the major continents. The writings exhibited 
here include such diverse chronicles as Mungo Park's Travels 
in the Interior Districts of Africa (1799), Commander Perry's 
expedition to the China Seas and Japan (1856), and 
John Fremont's report on explorations in the Rocky Mountains 
(1845). Especially notable are the maps found in the Original 
Journals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, 1804-1806, as well 
as the engravings in the Description de l'Egypte (1809-1828) 
commissioned by Napoleon, and in the atlas volume of Captain 

James Cook's journals. The collection also contains a number of 
journals written by those who traveled for their own purposes, 
among them Fanny Kemble Butler, a British actress who toured 
the United States from 1832 to 1834, and Winston Churchill who 
visited Africa in 1907. These accounts provide rich descriptive 
detail of people and places as seen through the eyes of 
their authors. 

The literature ofexploration and travel forms an important part 
of the rare book collection, providing primary source material for 
historical study. Readers are also afforded the opportunity to 
experience the works in their original forms and to discover a 
sense of continuity with past generations of readers. It is the 
preservation of these links with the past which gives particular 
value to the works displayed here. 
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