
 The Kalamazoo Institute of Arts’ 
latest exhibition is proof that the 

art world is resisting our country’s overall 
economic downturn.
 KIA’s “Legacy for Kalamazoo: Works 
Acquired Through the Elisabeth Claire Lahti 
Fund, 1998-2012” will showcase the Fund’s 
60-piece collection by prominent American 
and European artists in one exhibition. It 
includes both familiar and lesser-known 
paintings, sculptures, ceramics, prints, 
drawings and photographs.
 Special labels will designate items 
purchased through the Fund already on 
display in other galleries, such as Andy 
Warhol’s painting of Gerald Ford and Tiffany 
glass vases. Museum visitors can expect to 
see works by Donald Sultan, Mary Cassatt, 
Christo, Jasper Johns, Walker Evans, Helen 
Frankenthaler and Jim Dine.
 “The existence of this fund has been 
critical for the KIA, in that it enables the 
museum to purchase works in a timely 
fashion, either at auction or from a dealer, 
without engaging in the time-consuming 
process of securing a private funder for each 
individual work,” said Director of Collections 
and Exhibitions Vicki Wright in an email.
 Because of market volatility in recent 
years, explained Wright, the Fund has not 
always been able to support the purchase of 
new pieces. But the art market has remained 
active despite fluctuations in the economy. 

Still, it has not been without struggles; art 
owners looking to liquidate their assets 
continue to take their works to auction, and 
some of these works do not sell for their 
maximum value.
 The current trend in the nation’s art 
market suggests, however, that prices for 
famed artworks are soaring and breaking 
record prices despite the economic downturn 
at large. The KIA is one of many committed 
players in the art world staying active and 
expanding its collection.
 The Fund was established in 1998 by 
an individual donor in honor of long-time  
Kalamazoo resident Elisabeth Claire Lahti. It 
is the only KIA fund devoted specifically to 
the acquisition of art and it is used exclusively 
for that purpose.
 The Executive Director and collections 
staff members, in conjunction with an 
advisory committee, determine what works 
the Fund will support based on a variety of 
criteria including condition, quality and how 
a piece enhances the collection in relation to 
existing holdings, said Wright.
 The exhibition runs from Sept. 29 
through Jan. 20. It is free and open to the 
general public.
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ANDY WARHOL, GERALD FORD 1975, 
SYNTHETIC POLYMER AND SILKSCREEN INKS 
ON CANVAS 

CHRISTO, RUNNING FENCE, PROJECT FOR 
SONOMA COUNTY AND MARIN COUNTY, STATE 
OF CALIFORNIA 1975, PENCIL, CHARCOAL, 
PROPERTY MAP. 

JAN SAUDEK, LIFE, GELATIN SILVER PRINT. 
COLLECTION OF THE KALAMAZOO INSTITUE 
OF ARTS, ELISABETH CLAIRE LAHTI FUND 
PURCHASE 2008.6
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 Guillermo Gómez-Peña’s 
performance last Saturday set out 

to break boundaries. When the lights dimmed 
and a conch shell sounded at the end, it 
seemed like he was gearing up for Act II. 
Instead, campus members of the Movimiento 
Estudiantil Chicano de Aztlán took over the 
stage and stepped forward one by one to 
make their demands for Kalamazoo College.
 For the most part the students of 
MEChA wanted to be heard and supported. 
Their demands (which can be found on the 
Index’s website) centered on the creation of 
a Chicano studies department, investment 
in Latina and Latino professors like Shanna 
Salinas and Adriana Garriga-Lopez, and more 

support from the school’s administration.
 “I feel that our bodies as students 
of color are often exploited; you can see it 
through the website where they always put 
up a brown face,” said Aldo Macias K’13, 
founder of K’s MEChA chapter. “In reality 
that’s not seen in the education that we get 
here.”
 According to Macias, much of the 
concern from MEChA students stems from 
Salinas’ short, two-year contract. They worry 
that the Latino(a) representation among 
professors will wane along with the support 
for those students on campus.
 Macias said that MEChA has 
previously talked to the administration about 
creating a multicultural center on campus, 
but the administration was “really resistant 
about it” and worried that it would “segregate 
the school.”
 “I don’t think it’s about segregation. 
I think it’s about gathering resources that 
will support everyone: not just Latinos but 
everyone—other minorities on campus,” 
Macias said. “It’s not just about Chicanos; this 
history is also American. If students would 
engage in this kind of education it would 
bring so much understanding about the way 
the world functions.”
 

 Gomez-Peña’s performance, 
titled “Return of Border Brujo,” provided 
a backdrop for MEChA’s demands. He 
contrasted words like north/south and white/
other, and concluded that no matter how we 
try, these language borders fail to grasp the 
truth. He read his open letter to the governor 
of Arizona asking her and others to try to 
follow their anti-Hispanic actions through by 
removing all Spanish influences in the U.S. — 
he suggested, for example, renaming Florida, 
“Flowery.” But mostly he provoked the 
audience to start discussing and questioning 
the roles these borders play in society.
 MEChA kindled this discussion at K. 
Though the audience clapped and cheered 
for the group on Saturday, reactions to their 
demands have been mixed. “A lot of students 
take it differently. Some are really opposed 
for some reason and believe that everything 
is fine. That’s just not our experience,” Macias 
said. “Our main goal in MECHA is to obtain 
resources for Latinos and Latinas on campus, 
to empower them academically and socially 
so they can come back to their communities.”
 But for Macias and the members of 
MEChA, the administration can do better.
 “It doesn’t matter how many resources 
you have if you don’t know how to use them,” 
he said.
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