
The Sun Never Sets on Asia 
Hamza Suria 

Among all the heritages of the world, the Asian culture has been 
very pronounced in its migrations to other sectors of the world. Along 
with other continental identites, Asians have spread all over the world, 
and invested their futures in a diverse set of interests. The reasons and 
challenges encountered over the numerous generations have had signifi
cant effect on the expatriated Asians. 

It is no longer surprising to hear of and see Asian populations all 
over the world. From the southern shores of San Diego to the Gold Coast 
of Australia, from the icy waters of New England to the business centers of 
London and sometimes even the dense tropical forest of South America: 
Asians are everywhere. Anyone who travels much further than Kalamazoo 
is likely to hear of 'Flips' (Filipinos), 'Desis' (Indians), 'Rug Heads' (Arabs) 
and numerous other slang' variations of Asian cultures. This represents 
the recognizable presence of the Asian, in both appearance and personal
ity, as a common theme through all the burgeoning centers of the world. 

And perhaps the opportunity for advance and prosperity offered by 
these centers has been the key to attracting the attention of numerous 
Asian cultures. When things have gotten uncomfortable at home, many 
Asian cultures have encouraged emigration to a more promising area. The 
financial, political and educational benefits of this transformation have 
been realized, and often optimized by Asians willing to adventure into 
foreign territory. 

For similar reasons, Asians have not limited themselves into a re
stricted field of employment. As early as the seventies, the number of 



Asian doctors, lawyers and engineers could not have been contained to an 
insignificant subset of the population. As is commonly seen even in 
today's 'Generation X', the overwhelming majority of Asian students des
tine themselves into a professional career once they have been educated. 
The result of this is a wide-spread representation of educated, Asian pro
fessionals in local and mainstream sections of many populations. Since 
the financial attractions have been concentrated within large, urban 
populations, most Asian families are concentrated in such cities and have 
rarely ventured out into other less developed areas. 

Despite their diversification, Asians generally have seeked to pre
serve their cultural identities. The traditional emphasis of life within Asia 
has carried along with these emigrants to their respective destinations. 
Many Asians still hold dear their committment to family well-being, to
getherness and education. Although new environments do resist the intro
duction of such values, Asians have persevered in their identity. 

Undoubtedly, there have been many lessons, scars and other effects 
on the Asians after their passage to a foreign culture. The acceptance of 
Asians into foreign environment has been of mixed levels, and many in
stances have seen significant problems. However, it is the continued tur
moil of the Asian population in achieving their goals that has resulted in 
the wide-spread presence of Asians all over the world. 
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Fresh Perspectives of Kalamazoo College 

Falgun Patel, Sachin Patel Nik Pandhi 
As we near the end of our freshman year with approximately two 

weeks left in the Spring Quarter, we had a!I!ple time to stop, think, and 
look back upon our first year experience at Kalamazoo College. Overall, 
most of our expectations-have been met. Even though the classes at 
Kalamazoo Co1lege have been very challenging, there was still enough time 
to enjo_y all of the numerous activities that this campus and city have to 
off~r. This _may be true, yet, it still took a quarter's worth of time to get 
adJusted. -

As Asian-American students attending a small private institution, we 
were unsure of what the social atmos:r.here would be like. Like every other 
student here, we thought the first week was exhausting with all of tne 
seminars we had to atfend. Yet this experience helped us to adjust to this 
college's busy atmosphere. As the quarter ,Brogressed1 we became more 
adjusted to the courseload, social life, and fooa" (were still working on 
the last one). We did, however, notice some issues that need to be aU
dressed. 

We noticed that there is a wide variety of LACC' s, yet few of them are 
oriented toward Asian-American students or life. There should be more 
programs that educate us as K students about Asian culture. There could 
be _prog_rams on Asian music, theatre, and art. The curriculum could also 
reflect 1he expanding need for diversity. Out of the 42 history classes, there 
are only 4 that deal with Asian history. We feel Asian literature and reli
gion classes would be interesting to a11 students, and it would foster diver
si~ on our campus. If we were able to incorporate even a few of these 
ideas, it would not only expand the minds of the students already here, but 
i! would also make K College a more attractive home to a diverse popula
tion of students. 

I All in all it has been a great year. Looking back upon this year we 
have made many new friends and have accomplished our academic goals. 
However, this is not to say that the summer will not be a welcomed cbange. 
Kalamazoo College has had its positive and negative side, but what college 
doesn't. 

Hannah Sea 

Kalamazoo College has been a wonderful and challenging experience 
in many ways. I have met many people throughout my freshman year who 
have taught me about life, culture and other ways that people can be 
unique. My friends have broadened my knowledge about their cultures, as 
well as mine. They, along with ASA, gave me an opportunity to express my 
feelings and emotions over the length of this year. The professors have 
created environments that have been educational and guiding. Best of all, 
my experience at "K" has given me no choice but to grow, develop and 
strengthen myself. 



Asian American Studies 
(C'mon, just one class) 

17 students at Northwestern University have been on a hunger strike since April17, 1995. 
Students at Princeton hold a sit in. 

Harvard students demand change through rallies and petitions. 

Who are these students? Surprisingly 

these are Asian American students ex-

pressing their desires for the creation of 

Asian American studies at their institu.:. 

tions of higher learning. So if they are 

willing to go to these extremes can, we 

Asian American come to light. 

If we, as a campus, ever hope to 

claim to be multicultural in curriculum 

and diversity we must begin to take 

actions to achieve this goal. By actions I 

mean, the creation of a domestic ethnic 

peacefully ask for at least an Asian Ameri- studies program, consisting of Asian 

can literature course. American studies, African American 

Kalamazoo College already offers studies, and Latin American studies. The 

both Chinese and Japanese literature, but domestic ethnic studies program how

Asian American literature has not found ever, is in the long run, in the short run 

its way into being an entire course. With lets at least create an Asian American 

the recent creation of Quest and the gen- literature course and their counterparts. 

eral feeling on campus that 

multiculturalism does not exist, the ere-

ation of this course could help to move 

"K" in the right direction. 

Asian American literature is poten-

tially one the most culturally reflective 

literature types. It reflects the feelings of a 

completely misunderstood minority in 

America. The notions of the model minor-

ity, asexual male, and submissive woman 

are dispelled, and the realities of being 
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Reflections On ASA 
John Kim 

As we conducted our quarterly solicitation for articles, and with it being senior 
spring, I found myself volunteering to write a little reflective piece. Truth be known, I 
felt a little compelled to do so due to the fact that I am the only four-year member of a 
four year old group. When I and my fellow seniors walk with our class another chapter 
of 'K' s history will come to a close and so too in a way for ASA. 

I considered for a long time what I wanted to write and I decided on a short 
chronicle as well as a word or two to those we seniors leave behind. Freshman year, I 
was approached by a friend to come and participate in the newly formed Asian Ameri
can Students Association which had only come into being after a long and protracted 
struggle. What I found in this fledgling organization was a warm circle of dear friends 
who treated me like family. After that initial year, the group experienced growing pains 
as the leadership dissolved due to graduation and transfers. The group almost faded 
away, but the organization rebounded and has slowly gained strength. 

Now, I see an energetic and dynamic ASA poised to make an impact in both the 
campus and larger community. I look upon the group with a kind of hidden pride as I 
see a new group of 'K' students pick up the torch and take on the challenge of working 
to make their visions and ideas for the group and the campus reality. It is this new 
generation which gives me the hope that ASA will continue to be a strong and vibrant 
organization long after I and the other seniors are just a couple more faces in old yellow 
pictures. 

My final words are addressed to all those people of color, and especially Asian 
students who have remained content to stay on the outskirts, the fringes and the side
lines. It'll probably sound like some shameless promotion, and I guess it is one in a 
way. The one salient, unassailable, and immutable fact of life for all us is that no one 
among us can escape our heritage because it is written on our faces. You can deny, 
ignore it, but inevitably it comes to light. It might be brought up by an event as inno
cent as a child wondering aloud why your skin is a different color or why your eyes 
aren 't round like theirs, or it might be as brutal and sudden as having someone in a 
passing car spit on you and say "Goddamn chink! Go back to your own fuckin' country! 
II 

Whatever the case, the questions such an event raise aren't easy for anyone, but 
in a group the experience can be shared. Joys can be richer and pains made easier to 
bear because they are shared. That is what ASA has meant to me most of all. It has 
been a place where I have been free to explore my ethnicity without fear which has 
allowed me to turn a my heritage into a badge that I wear with pride. 



Some Fond Memories 
Kevin Sievert 

As I prepare to leave this haven we call Kalamazoo College, I look 
back at my time here with fond memories. I can honestly say that my 
work towards multiculturalism and participation in the Asian/ American 
Students Association has helped me grow and has given me a new found 
strength to go out and face the real world. 

When I first came to Kalamazoo College, after a year at Hillsdale 
College, I was surprised at the liberal views that were prevalent here. Lib
eral in the sense that students freely explored what it is that defines their 
personal selves. My first step towards this, which I term enlightenment, 
came with my joining the Asian/ American Students Association, from that 
moment on I was freed. I was given the right to express my views and 
feelings in a group of peers that understood my background and accepted 
me as Asian, as I define myself. That moment also gave me the strength 
to voice my opinions as to the state of multicultural affairs here at "K". 

Multiculturalism here at Kalamazoo College some would say is dead. 
It is non-existent in a curriculum and college that promotes a dying 
eurocentric view towards education and the world. I am however, a little 
more optimistic. I have seen the students of under represented racial 
groups and the majority come together in trying times. I have seen spe
cifically, the Asian American students of Kalamazoo College come together 
and unanimously confront the racist actions taken by some individuals in 
our community. Aside from that, multiculturalism isn't about the color 
diversity of the campus, but rather the respect of different cultures and 
people. That is what true diversity and multiculturalism is about and we 
all posses the ability to respect. 

Because I strongly believe that Kalamazoo College can and will be
come a truly multicultural campus as I define it, I can look back at my 
experience here and be proud of my soon to be Alma Mater and its future. 
I would especially like to thank those students involved with A.S.A. for 
making it what it is , has been, and will continue to be. That is, a place for 
Asian and Asian American students to voice their opinions and feelings in 
an environment that is non-threatening and comfortable. With this also 
comes many thanks from myself to Dr. Love, Dr. Chu, and all of the other 
professors and faculty that have worked to promote Asian and Asian 
American Awareness. Without them this organization and school would 
be at a great loss. 

Well, with my thank you's in place I prepare to leave this campus 
and face the real world. I will always look back at the A.S.A. with fond 
memories and hope that they remember. 

"Asians are a minority in America, 
but a majority in the rest of the world." 

~vin Sievert '95 




