The Origin of Scientists
Where do top scientists come from? Of course, the
United States government’s National Science
Foundation (NSF) would be interested in that question.
And one of the ways NSF approaches an answer is to
determine which undergraduate institutions produce

the most students who go on to earn a doctorate in the
sciences or engineering (S&E). In the new NSF rankings
Kalamazoo College is in the top 50 baccalaureate origin
institutions of S&E doctorate recipients (1997-2006).
We’re number 21 to be exact, nestled between Johns
Hopkins University and Cornell. “I’ve encountered a
few skeptics until I show them the table,” said Professor
of Physics Tom Askew (shown in photo, with students).
“The non-believers include a high fraction of graduates
from large research universities.” And it’s true that, of
the top 21 institutions on the list, 10 are “research
universities,” defined as “doctorate-granting institutions

with very high research activity.” But that fact makes
Kalamazoo College’s achievement more distinctive: it is
one of the top 11 S&E Ph.D. producers classified as
“baccalaureate institutions” (Carnegie Classification
2005). And of the top 21 schools on the list, “K” is the
only one in Michigan. The report notes that even
though baccalaureate colleges produce just 13 percent
of S&E bachelor’s degrees, they are important
contributors to producing future S&E PhDs.”

STUDENTS
Heyl Journeys Begin
Eight students from Kalamazoo public high schools
(Loy Norrix and Central) received Heyl Scholarships and
began their undergraduate journeys this fall at
Kalamazoo College (science and math) or Western
Michigan University (nursing). The scholarship comes
from a gift made by Dr. Frederick W. Heyl, the Upjohn
Company’s first director of research and development,
and his wife, Elsie L. Heyl. It covers tuition, book costs,
and room charges. Heyl scholars who continue math or
science graduate studies at Yale University may be
considered for a full scholarship there. Winners of the
2008 Heyl Scholarships are (l-r): front row—Kelsey
Hassevoort, Kalamazoo College; Erin Campbell,
Kalamazoo College; Mimansa Patel, Kalamazoo
College; back row—Masroor Hossain, Kalamazoo
College; Obineche Nnebedum, Kalamazoo College;
Cesar Alvarez-Mares, Kalamazoo College; Marielle
Robyn, Western Michigan University; and Zachary
Button, Kalamazoo College. Hassevoort, Campbell,
Patel, and Button attended Loy Norrix. Hossain,
Nnebedum, Alvarez-Mares, and Robyn are graduates of
Kalamazoo Central. Campbell, Hassevoort, and
Nnebedum also attended Kalamazoo Area Mathematics
and Science
Center.
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of the former chair and CEO of the W.K. Kellogg
Foundation. “With a legacy that spans 30 years, this
special couple remains committed advocates to making
southwest Michigan a region where each citizen’s
dreams can be achieved. Their visionary leadership is
vital in helping foster hope and promise impacting
Michiganders now and for generations to come,”
read the award.

Now is the time
for all good men
to come to the
aid of their
country.

