
UP NEXT
Ever wonder about the immediate plans of Kalamazoo
College graduating seniors? Since 2002, the Center
for Career Development has asked them using its
Outcome Information Survey instrument. The
participation rate in the survey over the years has
varied from 81 percent to 90 percent. This year 268 of
298 (90 percent) answered the question: “What are
your immediate plans after graduation or those
planned for the fall?” Three categories—
Graduate/Professional School, Full-time Employment,
and Interesting Other—combine students who have
secured an opportunity and those who are actively
seeking an opportunity. The category “No Plans”
includes students who have not yet begun to consider
what they will do next. “Interesting Other” includes
transitional programs such as AmeriCorps, VISTA,
Peace Corps, and internships. Some seniors identify in
more than one category, which explains percentage
totals that sometimes exceed 100. Results of the last
four years (2007, 2006, 2005, and 2004) follow, by
category: Graduate/Professional School—34 percent,
27 percent, 25 percent, and 26 percent; Full-time
Employment—54 percent, 34 percent, 36 percent, 19
percent; Interesting Other—15 percent; 23 percent; 18
percent, 22 percent; No Plans—7 percent, 16 percent,
24 percent, 25 percent.

HAIL THE HEYLS
With the support of Heyl Scholarships, 11 students
from Kalamazoo Central and Loy Norrix high schools
are embarked on their undergraduate journeys in
science and math or nursing at Kalamazoo College or
Western Michigan University this fall. The scholarship
covers tuition, book costs, and room charges. Heyl
graduates who continue math or science studies at
Yale University may be considered for a full

scholarship there. The scholarship comes from a gift
made by Dr. Frederick W. Heyl and his wife, Elsie L.
Heyl. Dr. Heyl was the Upjohn Company’s first
director of research and development. The latest
scholarship winners are (l-r): front row—Sara Metzler,
Breann Jolliffe, Heenashree Patel, Brittany Drummer,
Krisann Langbehn, back row—Jessica Camp,
Georgina Sket, Qi Zhang, Eric Meisheri, Sessie Burns,
and Jordan Balduf. Metzler, Sket, Joliffe, Zhang,
Meisheri, Burns, and Balduf will attend Kalamazoo
College. Camp, Patel, Drummer, and Langbehn will
attend Western Michigan University.

TO BE OR NOT TO BE …
Involved, that is. Conventional wisdom has long held
that extracurricular involvements enhance rather than
hinder academic performance. The Kalamazoo
College Theatre Arts Department has the numbers to
prove it. For four years the department has tracked
GPAs of students involved in its productions—actors,
stage managers, student designers, production crews,
wardrobe running crews. In Spring 2007 (Senior
Performance Series and The Madwoman of Chaillot)
the average GPA of students involved with theatre arts
exceeded the average GPA of their classes. The
average GPA of all students involved in theatre arts
exceeded that of all students (3.5 to 3.4). That was the
spring (50 students). Even more impressive is this: for
the entire 2006-2007 Festival Playhouse season,
students involved in theatre arts (184 students) did
better academically (3.4 average GPA) than
Kalamazoo College students overall (3.3 GPA). By
class, they did better or as well (freshman—3.3 to 3.2,
66 students; sophomores—3.3 to 3.2, 76 students;
juniors—3.6 to 3.3, 13 students; and seniors—3.5 to
3.5, 29 students). Thirty-three students of the 184
who participated in theatre arts in 2006-2007 earned a
4.0 GPA. “Some think that participating in theatre at
Kalamazoo College puts a student at risk
academically,” says Professor of Theatre Arts Ed
Menta. “We’ve found the opposite to be the case, from
freshmen to seniors. Spread the word!”

NEW MEN’S TENNIS COACH “COMES HOME”
Alumnus Mark Riley (Class of 1982) is Kalamazoo
College’s new head men’s tennis coach and director of
the USTA Boys’ 18 & 16 National Championships
(held annually at Kalamazoo College and Western
Michigan University). Riley returned to Kalamazoo
College from the University of Pennsylvania where he
served as head men’s tennis coach for the past seven
seasons. He led the Quakers to Ivy League
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