
To the Administration and Board of Trustees of Kalamazoo College— 
 
Millions of college students are facing financial hardship following the effects of 
COVID-19. In response, Congress passed the CARES Act which included $14.25 billion 
for public and private institutions of higher education. Of that amount,  $6.28 billion is 
required to be distributed directly to students as emergency aid. Emergency aid 
means it is a free grant, not a loan that ever needs to be repaid. 
  
The Department of Education directed each institution of higher education to direct the 
funds to students to be used to cover expenses related to the disruption of campus 
operations due to coronavirus. Funds can be used on expenses related to the cost of 
attendance such as food, housing, course materials, technology, health care, and child 
care. 
 
Kalamazoo College has received a total of $1,178,454 from the CARES Act, $589,227 
of which has to be used to directly support its students. The college has not been 
transparent about how they plan to allocate this money, or if they have even received it. 
Students are struggling now, we cannot wait around for the college to decide on how to 
use this money. 
 
We, the Kalamazoo College CARES Act Coalition, are demanding that you, the 
administration:  
 

1. Appoint a group of 7 students, representative of the entire student body, that has 
equal voting power to the administration in deciding how the CARES Act money 
should be distributed. This will ensure the process is transparent, efficient, and 
equitable. This will create clear lines of communication, making admin aware of 
the reality that students face. This communication is mutually beneficial for both 
students and admin. 

a. Our Coalition has selected a group that we feel is representative and willing to 
perform these duties. Those students are: Milagros Robelo, Vivian Enriquez, 
Angel Banuelos, Leslie Garcia, Trevor Loduem-Jackson, Gi Salvatierra, and Blue 
Truong 

b. Ensure the process is transparent, efficient, and equitable, and that students’ 
voices are included and given power every step of the way. 

2. Establish an Emergency Aid Fund for Faculty and Students 
a. Prioritizes undocumented students, international students, laid-off campus 

employees 
b. There must be a simple application process that doesn't require proof of struggle.  
c. Money should come from the reported endowment emergency fund. If that does 

not exist, reallocate funds from unused funds (e.g. student activities fee). There 

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/caresheerfcertificationandagreementfinalombapprovedforissuance.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/caresheerfcertificationandagreementfinalombapprovedforissuance.pdf


should be communication on what other funding sources are possible if that 
doesn't exist (e.g. fundraise from Board of Trustees and/or alumni). 

d. Extend the deadline for International Students Special Circumstances form. 
Currently, it is due May 1st, and we demand it be extended until one month 
after the public town hall (described below). 

3. Host a public town hall with the administration to allow for students to voice 
concerns and ask questions  

a. This Town Hall should be: 
i. Held no later than 6th Week Wednesday 
ii. Recorded for future reference 
iii. Hosted by student mediators, outside of the CARES Act student council, 

and approved by both the student council and admin. 
b. Possible platforms: Zoom, Instagram Live, Facebook Live 

4. Student worker pay and transparency 
a. Transparency from school and contractors it uses to hire workers about the 

employment status of all campus workers 
b. Transparency about the status of laid off campus workers. 
c. Students should be paid as much as they would have been paid on campus in a 

normal term, based on the average of their last three paychecks. Including back 
pay for the entire quarter.  

5. Tuition Freeze for next year 
a. Do not execute the $2,364 tuition increase for the 2020-2021 academic school 

year. 
b. Financial Aid is unable to be decreased in adjustment to the tuition freeze 
c. Reduce tuition for the 2020-2021 academic school year, especially if we are 

online for the Fall 2020 term. 
d. Make sure communication about tuition is timely and transparent  
e. Regardless of what choice is made by the administration, the school must 

provide transparency about the decisions made including an accessible report on 
the state of the school’s finances. 

 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kalamazoo College Cares Act Coalition 
Kalamazoo College Young Democratic Socialists of America  
Students for Justice in Palestine 
M.E.Ch.A 
Latinx Student Organization  
Just Food Collective 
Students for Reproductive Freedom 
Asian Pacific Islander Student Association 


