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Kalamazoo College presents itself as a high-quality, small liberal arts 
institution which prepares its graduates to "better understand, function 
successfully within, and provide enlightened leadership to a richly diverse and 
increasingly complex world." Is this possible out here in middle America? To 
find a graduate who fits this profile, one need look no further than to our own 
faculty and Kathie Rajnak. 

A 1959 chemistry graduate whose search for adventure and challenge took her 
to the University of California at Berkeley, Kathie has established solid research 
credentials. In addition, she's a rigorous teacher, a sensitive counselor, an 
open-minded student of other cultures, and an enthusiast for the arts. She 
demonstrates sincere concern for students and strangers, and an openness to 
new ideas (and foods). 

Kathie returned to Kalamazoo from California when husband Stan joined our 
math department. She has taught at both "K" and Western, with a regular 
part-time position here since 1975. Initially she was busy as a consultant and 
author of scientific publications with Argonne and Lawrence-Livermore 
National Labs. When reduced government funding caused this involvement to 
taper off, she seized the opportunity to indulge her interest in the fme arts. The 
Rajnak home is a showplace for art, both oriental works and those by local 
artists. It even contains a pottery studio, which unfortunately has been quiet 
as new opportunities have arisen, including a term as executive director of the 
Heyl Science Scholarship Fund, mentor for high school physics and astronomy 
teachers, host for foreign students and visiting faculty, and travel. 

Kathie can be found regularly sharing lunch and campus gossip in the snack 
bar, or attending campus cultural events. She serves on committees associated 
with Asia, and she participates in the general chores, discussions and decision
making of the physics department. Her bulletin board keeps us up on current 
research, and the outstanding astronomers she brings to campus enlighten 
students, faculty, and townspeople. Lately she's demonstrated a new talent, 
writing computer-based instructional games. 

As a member of a poorly represented group within our discipline, Kathie has 
served as mentor to numerous female physics majors. Her attitude was put 
forth in a 1986 letter in which she suggested that the lack of women scientists 
active in "women's issues" results from a lack of time (they're busy doing 
science, not talking about it) and a disinclination to generalize and write or 
speak publicly on a subject without solid data. 

Kathie, we thank you for your many contributions to the strengthening of 
Kalamazoo College. You've brought good judgment, energy, and integrity to 
many tasks. You obviously belong at a college that claims the world for its 
campus. We look forward to sharing your insight, talents, common sense, and 
enthusiasm for many more years. 
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