
Nathan Church: Kalamazoo College student,
Civil War officer, and College trustee.

Foreign Study:
Generation Next

When he was a junior at Kalamazoo College,
Clinton David ’77 (left) studied in Aix-en-Provence,
France, during the 1975-76 fall and winter quarters.
He lived with a wonderful family headed by his
“French Mother,” Marie-Jeanne (Miam) Parmentier
(center), who “helped make my experience in Aix
the wonderful time that it was.” In 1992 Clinton
and his wife, Suzanne, visited Miam, and they have
corresponded regularly ever since.

Fast forward to the present, when Clinton’s
daughter, Drew (right), a junior and French minor
at Vanderbilt University, decides to study abroad at
Vandy’s one and only foreign study location:
Aix-en-Provence! A coincidence, Clinton thought,
demanding bold action. During Drew’s study
abroad, Clinton and his wife rented a home for
several weeks in Cotignac, a gorgeous little village
about 45 minutes from Aix. “We explored the coun-
tryside and had the time of our lives. Each weekend
we would stay in Aix to visit Drew and, of course,
Miam. Drew and Miam had enjoyed several lunches
together prior to our arrival and had become
wonderful friends. During Thanksgiving week, Miam
invited our family over for a wonderful lunch, with
plenty of Cote de Provence wine. I had brushed up
on my French for about two months prior to arrival
and was able to carry on discussions with Miam, just
like we did 31 years ago. I thank Kalamazoo College
for my foreign study experience—one I’ll never
forget—which continues to pay off to this very day.
I could relate to the experience my daughter was
gaining by living in the French culture and the
impact it was having on her life.”



Wondering about the weight of a pig can be a way to “run
home,” if only “for an hour or two.” And it may have been
such a portal for Kalamazoo College student Nathan
Church, alone in his dorm room on a winter’s Saturday
evening, writing a letter (see sidebar on next page) to his
family. The year was 1858.

One hundred years later, in 1958, Marlene Crandall
Francis graduated from Kalamazoo College. More recently
she “met” Nathan Church while searching the College
archives. Marlene is writing a comprehensive history of
Kalamazoo College, in part to help celebrate its 175th
birthday in April of 2008. That birthday will mark the
release of Marlene’s book, A Fellowship in Learning:
Kalamazoo College 1833-2008, a narrative with unexpected
tendrils. Of course the book will focus on key events and
important persons in the story of Kalamazoo College. But it
will also feature people like Nathan Church.

The teenager walked most of the way (a journey of
some 120 miles) from his family’s farm in Ithaca (Mich.) to
attend Kalamazoo College. His letter shows how much
college life has changed and stayed the same. Homesickness,
what to do on a Saturday night, roommate difficulties, how
to make ends meet. 1858 or 2008?

In her book, Marlene writes: “Nathan lived in the
Upper College Building (occupied in 1850) and paid $1.50
per ten-week quarter for his room. He had to furnish his

own food, heat, light, and furniture (Nathan paid his
roommate $1 for use of his bed, table, and chair. There
were several options for board: Nathan could board with
a family in town for about $1.50 per week; he could
find a room with a cookstove and cook for himself for
about a $1 a week; or he could try to live on cold food
in his room.”

Nathan Church attended Kalamazoo College for one
year. Perhaps expenses precluded his immediate return
(he may not have earned the $30 he alludes to in his
letter), and before he could come back his life would
become engulfed in the Civil War. After his first year of
college he returned to the farm in Ithaca, and he taught
in the local school. In 1861 he enlisted in the Union
Army, in which he served with distinction.

He rose to the rank of Lt. Colonel on the staff of
General Nelson A. Miles, whom history later credits
with the capture of the famed Apache leader, Goyathlay,
whom the Mexicans and Americans called Geronimo.
But that was 20 years after Miles served as custodian for
Jefferson Davis, the captured former president of the
Confederacy, during his imprisonment at Fort Monroe,
Va.

Miles assigned Nathan Church the search of the
prisoner Davis and his belongings. And here’s one of
those details—a seemingly insignificant particular—that
makes history come alive. Church discovered—or
perhaps Davis shared it with him—a verse Davis had
underscored in his Bible: Luke 20, verse 43: “Until I
make your enemies a footstool for your feet.”

According to his niece, Church felt that Davis con-
sidered the image in that verse an apt metaphor for his
condition in 1866. However, in context, the verse (Jesus
quoting a portion of Psalm 110, verse 1, to a gathering
of Sadducees) may have meant something quite different
to Davis. Who knows?

We do know that Church went on to serve
Kalamazoo College as a member of its Board of Trustees
from 1891 to 1895. He had reached the rank of General
by that time.

“How Much Did the
Old Sow Weigh?”

Kalamazoo College’s Upper Hall. The
street is South Street, and Upper Hall is
situated near the present-day location of
Hoben Hall.
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Kalamazoo College
Feb. 20 / 1858
Saturday Evening

Dear Folks

I am alone this evening. My chum has gone out into the country a few miles to stay with some
acquaintance of his over the Sabbath. I would like it pretty well if I could just run home for an hour
or two. I think of you all very often, and especially do I miss the cupboard. I have been boarding
myself since I have been here, have lived pretty slim…cold graham bread with a little butter and short
allowance at that. I can get boarded in a family for about $1.50 per week. I shall try it next week for I
am growing poor too fast on my present diet. It will cost some more than it would if I boarded myself,
but I can’t stand this cold weather without anything warm. I want you to put away at least 10 pounds
of lard and one of the "Old Sow" hams till I come home, which will be about the last days of June if
nothing prevents. If William Nelson comes here we can go into a room that has got a cookstove in it
and board ourselves for about $1.00 per week tolerably well. I wish he would come for I don’t like my
roommate any too well. He is a cross looking fellow. (Looks as near like William Davis of Wheatland
as anything can). I won’t say anything more about him for I may be mistaken, but I would not stay
with him if I had any furniture or bedding. I pay him $1.00 for the use of his bed and table chairs, etc.
etc. I don’t have much to say to him. I don’t think I ever talked as little in four months before, since I
can remember. I heard one say "that if it was not for Dell’s (my chum) religion he would be an awful
mean man." I can get along with him, but he is not much company to suit me. I have got acquainted
with some that I like firstrate. Two of the students were baptized last Sabbath. I like the school well.
I don’t study any kind of mathematics. I wanted to have studied algebra but they thought that I had
better let that alone now, for I could learn that at some other time. I am pitching into grammar and
geography with all my might, the class that I am in started _____ quarter, before I did, but I have
caught up with them and expect to understand it pretty well by next vacation. I guess I will try and go
to school next winter if I can get about thirty dollars __ a month. You must have plenty of work for
me to do when I come home so that I can make up for what I am now spending. I suppose A____ has
got to be a good boy, now there is no one to plague him. Julia will forget all about me "I reckon."
Mother must be careful and not get sick for I could not bear to stay away if I thought any of you was
dangerous. Last Friday night the Lunatic Asylum was burned. It was the largest building in Michigan,
cost $200,000. The ______ part only was burned. The _________, which reaches off about two rods
was separated and saved. It was set on fire by someone unknown as yet.

I got your letters of the ____ _____ last Saturday but as I had just written I did not answer them.
I was glad to hear from home and shall always be. I want you to write as often as you can,
write all about everything. Is Roger Blinn at work for you yet? How much did the Old Sow
weigh? And anything else that you can think of will be interesting.

My room rent and tuition will amount to $12.00. My board will depend upon circumstances. If
you are getting along and have any money to spare I shall not starve myself. If you are not I shall be as
sparing as possible. I can get a chance to saw wood now and then. But while I live on Graham bread
or such food I don’t feel much like work. I think I would like some maple molasses about as much as
anything I can think of. I think of it every time I eat. I shall have to buy me a few clothes before long.
You need not send me any more money very soon unless you can spare it as well as not.

I don’t think of any thing more to write now. I thought when I commenced that I could fill this
sheet but I have written it so close that it lacks some of it. I don’t make it look very well. My pen is
none the best. Have you sold the oats yet or made any kind of trade, write all about what you are
doing, etc. Good bye,

for this time, Nathan Church




