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• To the editors: 
In September I learned that because 
a Kalamazoo College minority 
student expressed his viewpoint on 
race and character during an orien
tation-week poetry readin& both he 
and the poem (explicitly) and the 
act of expressing one's voice (im
plicitly) were threatened in a vile 
and anonymous hate letter. 

My heart 
goes out to this 

Quarterly appreciates and welcomes individual. And 
I add my voice 
to the many 
others that have 
rightly con
demned the 
hatred and 
intolerance the 
hate letter 
represents. But I 
also can identify 
with a potential 
consequence of 
these inci
dents-a reluc
tance on the part 
of individuals 
who fear their 
points of view 
may differ from 
a perceived 
accepted norm 
to voice those 
viewpoints. 
Inhibition of 
discourse that is 
open and free to 
reflect the differ-

your letters, including comments, 
concerns, respor ses, and suggestions 

for fu e sues. The editors will try to 
re~pond to all letters received. However, 

sending a letter to the editors does not 
arantee its publication. Letters that 

are published are subject to editing. 
Letters based on articles in a particular 

issue of Quarterly are published only in 
the subsequent issue of Quarterly. Our 
copy deadline for the Summer 1ssue is 

May 24. 
1ess all correspondence to The 

ditor, Kalamazoo College Quarterly, 
1200 Academy Street, Kalamazoo, Ml 

9006-3295. Information also may be 
submitted by fax to {616) 337-7305 or 
by e· mail to jvsweden@kzoo.edu. 

Opi uons expressed herein do not 

necc ily represent the views of 
lam zoo College or the editors of 

Quarterly. ences among 
individuals 
inhibits learning. 

I wonder if, given the chance, 
this student would read his poem 
again on campus or, instead, con
sider that it best remain unspoken. I 
wonder about this because I am a 
person of color and an immigrant, 
and while I was a student at 
Kalamazoo College I sometimes 
lacked the courage to express my 
thoughts about my ethnicity and 
multicultural issues. 

Every person carries stories of 
potential educational value. Get
ting students to share them de
pends, in part, upon multicultural 
competence. 

Multicultural competence is 
the effort to ensure that individu
als, regardless of their differences, 
feel free and comfortable to add 
their voices to the dialog that is 
learning. An element of this compe
tence is multicultural awareness, 
the willingness to learn about other 
peoples' cultures and histories. 

The support this student re
ceived and the swift and forceful 
condemnation of the attack are 
commendable. These responses, 
which stem from and protect a 
dedication to learning and truth, 
will be complemented and strength
ened by enhancing multicultural 
competence. I am concerned about 
hidden and long-term effects of the 
incident on the expression of diverse 
viewpoints regarding difficult and 
important subjects. A multicultural 
competence addresses this concern. 

Frequently, I found myself the 
only person of color in my classes, 
and I was afraid that my words 
would be scrutinized and perceived 
as the "minority viewpoint." I did 
not know if I would be labeled "too 
sensitive" if I spoke out regarding 
multicultural and immigration 
issues and affirmative action. So I 
carefully chose my words when I 
spoke about such issues. The value 
of a more diverse representation of 
students in a classroom and on a 
campus is that it is likely to foster a 
greater comfort with and meaning
ful discussion of multicultural 
issues. In such an environment, 
diverse voices are more likely to be 
heard, and the potential for broader 
learning is enhanced. 

But diverse representation is 
only one aspect of multicultural 
competence. Once, near the end of 
a social science class discussion on 
the status of minority students, I 
was asked to provide the "minority 
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opinion." I did not say what I 
should have said-that no one 
person of color can articulate a 
"minority opinion," that, in fact, 
there is no "minority opinion" any 
more than there is a "white opin
ion." Instead, there are multiple 
individual viewpoints. The influ
ence of the culture and history of 
specific ethnic groups on an 
individual's viewpoint is an impor
tant area for exploration and an 
element of multicultural compe
tence every bit as important as 
diverse representation. 

Exploring and discussing 
multicultural issues can be both 
enlightening and uncomfortable. 
Uncomfortable because the explo
ration, in many cases, will involve 
the study and acknowledgement of 
oppression and discrimination. 
And enlightening because the 
exploration will shed light upon 
that which enables a community to 
endure, struggle against and over
come oppression. 

I believe that when those 
explorations and discussions are 
part of the curricula of schools, 
included in teacher training, and 
granted the time they deserve, then 
incidents such as what occurred at 
Kalamazoo College last September 
are less likely to have a negative 
effect (either overt or hidden, 
immediate or persistent) upon the 
free and comfortable expression of 
diverse voices and viewpoints. 

What do we gain if we enhance 
our multicultural competence and 
consciousness? The College be
comes a more effective and broader 
place of learning. Individual learn
ers gain opportunities to learn from 
people different from themselves. 
And we gain a sense of our own 
identity. For identity is created, in 
large part, by how we are willing to 
share our stories and embrace 
others' stories. 

1; Kristin Meekoff '97 



• To the editors: 
I was astonished by the apparent 
difference between the college 
community's noble sentiments 
regarding racism and the cold 
reality provided by the pictures 
published in the alumni section of 
the Winter 1999 Quarterly. By my 
count, there were only two people 
of African descent pictured in 
that entire section, and those two 
individuals were part of the 297 
alumni portrayed in class reunion 
pictures. 

Anyone who is serious about 
eliminating racism recognizes that 
this pernicious evil takes many 
guises. Combating racism entails 
living with "different" peoples and 
coming to grant "their" cultures the 
same esteem we accord our own. 
The "K" community [must] pro
mote an effective integration on 
campus which would allow "K" 
students to experience diversity 
rather than just hearing about it in 
a "breakout session." 

1:; Tony Woods '79 

• To the editors: 
I am quite amazed at the outpour
ing of politically-correct sentiment 
generated by a threatening note 
planted on a student's dorm-room 
door and a possibly-unrelated fire. 

To the seemingly-threatened 
student and the rest of the Lux Esto 
Community, I say get over it. It is 
unfortunate that somebody was 
twisted enough to pen some gar
bage and put it on his door, but 
nobody was denied a job, attacked 
by fire hoses or police dogs, told to 
change their major, or kept from 
going on foreign study. 

While I was a student at "K" in 
1972, I was a victim of an assault on 
campus grounds, attacked by a 
group of young black men. I kept 
my dignity and my wallet and 
when I reported it to city police, I 
was told that other similar inci
dents had taken place on campus. 
My attackers were never identified 
or arrested. 

I never considered turning that 
attack into a racial issue. Instead I 

just became a little more careful 
and aware of my surroundings, 
whether at "K", Western, or other 
parts of town. 

Nor do I accept the premise 
advanced by some that the college 
be trapped into hiring more minor
ity educators to appease those who 
think that racial quotas make any 
sort of sense at all. 

It is time to get real. The note 
and fire should be treated as unfor
tunate and isolated incidents, not 
an indictment of attitudes or poli
cies in general. A knee-jerk reaction 
is both unwise and inappropriate. 

~ Steve Unger '76 

• To the editors: 
I was shocked by the events 
described in the Winter Quarterly 
("Hatred and Racism Will Not Be 
Tolerated"). I spent my years at 
Kalamazoo College during the 
tumultuous 60s, when civil rights 
and the Vietnam War were the 
focus of attention, demonstration, 
and heated discussion. I found it 
hard to believe that, 30 years 
later, there could be such crude 
acts of racial intolerance at my old 
alma mater. 

The campus community re
sponded with a strong condemna
tion of hatred and intolerance, 
articulated both in the Quarterly 
and a letter from the President. 
However I still questioned why this 
type of act would occur at "K" 
when nothing even close to it had 
ever happened on the campus in 
the last 40 years. Why now? Why at 
"K" College? 

On a recent business trip I read 
the 2/4/99 edition of the Chicago 
Tribune, which stated, in part, 
"During their investigation 
(Kalamazoo) police did not rule out 
the possibility of self-involvement 
(by the victim). The fact that police 
never had the opportunity to 
question (the victim), whose attor
ney would not allow it, hampered 
(police) efforts." As a federal crimi
nal investigator with 27 years of 
experience, I know that a failure to 
cooperate with police is often 

associated with some kind of 
involvement in a crime. 

My concerns about this new 
information are two-fold. First, 
why do I have to stumble upon it 
by sheer chance? No one in author
ity at the College has seen fit to 
share it with alumni. 

Secondly, where were the 
"cooler heads" that used to make 
up the faculty and administration 
when I was a student? In the 60s 
they would have been the voices of 
reason telling everyone to stay 
calm, step back, and examine the 
facts before taking action. 

1:; Michael H. Boyle '65 

• Quarterly responds: 
The official police statement regarding 
closure of the investigation into last 
September's hate letter and fire states 
that investigators had been unable to 
develop any suspects in connection 
with those events. The College made a 
copy of this statement available to 
alumni on its web site. 

Two newspaper reports quoted 
individual detectives speculating about 
possible self-involvement in this case. 
The official police statement makes no 
such speculation. The College will 
share and discuss any new information 
that comes to light regarding these 
incidents. 

Quarterly believes that the way 
individuals responded to the events of 
last September was guided by indi
viduals' assessments of the incidents, 
their consciences, and their free will to 
act (or not) as they felt appropriate. 
The College community's response 
was driven by two motives: to support 
its students and advance its mission 
of providing a valuable learning 
experience. 

To achieve that mission, the 
College seeks a community of individu
als who are different from one another 
and share a passion for learning. And 
the College works to establish an 
environment that encourages free 
inquiry and expression so that indi
vidual learners, because of their differ
ences, may learn from each other. 
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'Walking the Walk: Confronting Our Past' 

Sophomore Rosie Onwuneme won the Kalamazoo College 

annual Martin Luther King, Jr. essay contest Excerpts from 
her winning essay, 'Walking the Walk: Confronting Our 

Past." appear here. A Kalamazoo Loy Norrix High School 
graduate, Onwuneme is an English major who plans to 

pursue a career in teaching or law. 
She loves writing and has kept a journal since she was 

eight years old, when she was inspired by a "Today Show" 
segment on libraries. At that young age and with the 

encouragement of her mother, she wrote her first essay. 
She hasn't stopped since. 

In high school, she won the Rosa Parks Essay Contest 
Scholarship and wrote for the Kalamazoo Gazette. 

She worked on 'Walking the Walk" through fwe rewrites 
during winter break, sharing each with her good friend 

Lynn Riptoe, assistant director of the Upward Bound 
Program at Western Michigan University. Still she had her 

doubts whether it was worthy of submission and called 
her mother for advice. 

"SUbmit it." her mother said. And added later, after Rosie 
informed her of the contest's outcome, •1 told you so: 

Excerpts from 

'Walking the Walk: 
Confronting Our 

Past. • by Rosie 

Onwuneme '01. 

... Dr. King not 
only desired the 
freedom and 
equality of his 
fellow black 
Americans, he 
also repre
sented the 
world and 
people of all 
cultures. Advo
cating non
violence, peace 
and brother
hood, Dr. King 
extended a 
voice of reason 
to persuade 
others of this 
truth. The 
Kalamazoo 
College com
munity needs to 
understand this 
truth. 

In his Nobel Peace Prize acceptance speech King 
said: "Civilization and violence are antithetical 
concepts. Negroes of the United States and the 
people of India have demonstrated that non-violence 
is not a sterile passivity, but a powerful moral force, 
which makes for social transformation. Sooner or 
later all the people of the world will have to discover 
the way to live together in peace, and thereby trans
form this pending cosmic elegy into a creative plan 
of brotherhood." 
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To commemorate and celebrate the birthday of 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., I suggest three 
concrete ways whereby individuals and the campus 
community might "walk the walk" toward real 
diversity. Throughout my life, I have learned that 
knowledge can do wonders. When I reflect upon the 
philosophy and the teachings of Dr. King, I can 
envision our campus community walking the walk 
toward real diversity. 

First, I envision the long-term establishment of a 
black history course for all students. Black history is 
a vital part of American history, without which 
America is incomplete. As a campus community we 
must understand that coming face to face with our 
complete American history is important because it 
shapes our present circumstances. In his book, The 
Negro Mood, Lerone Bennett writes, "we are what we 
are today because of what happened yesterday, and 
our todays will remain horrible for precisely as long 
as we avoid the necessary confrontation with yester
day." Perhaps a brighter vision of our future on this 
campus can be inspired by a better understanding of 
our recent past. 

Second, I believe that a Healing Racism course 
and a three-question workshop would strengthen 
our College community. Racism is a sensitive word 
that is not easy to discuss in racially-mixed groups. 
Many people avoid mentioning it. Too many 
thoughts of reprehension and resentment are re
lated with it. According to essayist Clarence Page, it 
usually takes a racial eruption to get people to 
acknowledge their differences in public and talk 
about them. Only then does it become impossible to 
ignore racism. I believe that we need to become 
familiar with and talk about racism. A Healing 
Racism workshop and three-question exercise 
would help with that. 

Our neighboring college, Western Michigan 
University, sponsors a free Healing Racism course, 
which is open to the local community and meets 
once weekly for 12 weeks. Interactive and participa
tory, the course is an open forum to discuss racism 



and what participants wish to know or should know 
about people of other ethnic backgrounds. 

The three-question workshop works somewhat 
differently. It is an interactive exercise that involves 
students of different races, ethnicities, and back
grounds. At Kalamazoo College, it could become an 
element of specific courses, the first year seminars, 
or LACCs. It could take place within the residence 
halls. During the exercise, moderators are present to 
ensure an atmosphere of peace and respect. Students 
write down three questions that they wish to ask 
about people of a different race. The moderators 
read the anonymous questions aloud. Students 
discuss them and share their thoughts openly in 
order to find ways to resolve differences. If the 
Healing Racism and three-question workshops are 
established within the curriculum of our college, we 
could begin to understand our own motives, pas
sions and prejudices. 

Finally, I believe that a Multi-Cultural Day would 
help us "walk the walk" toward real diversity. On 
this day the College could celebrate diversity with 
different events designed by people of different ethnic 
backgrounds. These events could include presenta-

tions, food preparation and sampling, and hands-on 
learning opportunities. The day would allow our 
campus community to express and practice nurturing 
and honoring other cultures and orientations; to 
respect the rights and integrity of individuals and 
groups traditionally excluded or devalued; and to 
show the presence of a multicultural population and 
curriculum at this College. 

My favorite poem is "We Wear the Mask" by 
Paul Laurence Dunbar. In that poem Dunbar de
scribes how and why people choose to hide their 
feelings. A racial incident will sometimes show us 
who we are when we take off our masks. I believe 
that it is the duty of an institution of higher learn
ing-and that includes its students-to re-teach the 
philosophies and ideals of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
We must embrace togetherness and the teaching of 
other cultures. But first, as a nation and as individu
als, we need to confront our past and present circum
stances. Based on what Dr. King has taught me, an 
authentic College community is based on reciproca
tion among individuals who share a common goal to 
achieve a more diverse campus. I truly hope that we 
can learn to be a real community. • 

Quarterly's report on the Lillian Anderson 
Arboretum (Winter) included a misspelling 
of Lillian Anderson's name. Quarterly apolo
gizes for this mistake. 

Lillian's gift of a 100-acre tract of farm
land is benefiting Kalamazoo College stu-
dents today, and 
the future educa
tional benefits are 
unlimited. The 
College's biology 
department and 
students use the 
Arboretum to 
observe living 

organisms in their natural environment in all seasons. 
Trails have been marked throughout the Arboretum, 
allowing members of the College cross-country teams 
to use the site as a practice facility. Lillian is a 1926 
graduate of Kalamazoo College. • 
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• • • "I'll not be here long," echoes a singer's bass voice in the stillness 
: of Stetson Chapel during an a cappella rendition of the traditional 
: Negro spiritual"Steal Away." 
• The words, the voice, and the hush of more • 
• than 100 people gathered for the Martin Luther 
• • King, Jr. convocation are profoundly deep. A 
: photographer recording the event stops shooting; 
: the click of his shutter out of place, out of time. 
: For the song and singer have somehow sum-
: maned the past and made it a physical presence. 
• And this presence standing in the singer's voice-
• • tall and ramrod-straight-articulates a shared 
: history of pain, endurance, self-determination, 
: and distances yet to travel. 
: The song complements the message that has preceded it, the 
: words of Reverend Addis Moore, and before him, quoted by him, 
• the words of Martin Luther King in his final speech delivered in 
• • Memphis, Tennessee. An individual life may seem as short as the 
: intake of air to sing a note, in this chapel, on this day, at this very 
: moment. "I'll not be here long." But the song and dream of love, 
: justice, and freedom will endure. Others will sing the song; others 
: will carry the dream. 
• • • • • • • • • • A deep voice sings an old song; and a gathering of diverse 

people in a shared moment hushes. This hush of remembrance, 
hush of celebration, hush of awe is a wonder and no wonder. 

The Stetson Chapel convocation opened Kalamazoo College's 
observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. The celebration, titled 
"Walking the Walk," spanned several weeks and included a candle
light vigil, lectures, workshops, two theatrical productions, films, a 
community march, an evening of comedy, and 15 academic "teach
ins," more than double the number of the previous year. 

In addition, more than 100 Kalamazoo College students signed 
on to the Michigan State Senate's "Living the Dream" pledge. 
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••••••••••• • 

The Stetson Chapel 

convocation featured 

the liturgical dance 

"Order My Steps,n 

choreographed in 1995 

by members of the 

Black Student 

Organization and 

performed many times 

during the ensuing 

years throughout 

Kalamazoo. Pictured 

above are students 

O-r) Tammy Pryor '99, 

Ashleigh Braggs '01, 

and Angela West

Singleton '99, who 

performed a variation 

of the dance at the 

convocation. 



• •••• 

Soloist Frederick 
Bland sings his 

a cappella 
arrangement of 

"Steal Away" 
during the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 
Convocation in 
Stetson Chapel. 

No birthday celebration is complete without a cake. 

Following the Chapel convocation the entire campus was invited 
to enjoy birthday cake. Had he lived, Dr. Martin Luther King 

would have been 70 years old this year. 

"Walking the Walk" included two theatrical 
productions. The firs~ The Meeting, is based 
on a fictional meeting between Martin 

Luther King, Jr. and Malcolm X. The second 
was the Cultural Awareness Troupe's ·slack 

Butterfly." The performance included poetry, 

•1 truly love doing 

comedy because 
laughter brings 
people together, 

and we need a lot 
drama, music, and 

dance, and focused 
on African
American culture 
and history. 
Pictured above are 
students (1-r) 
Kapula Stewart '99, 
Leslie Knox '01, and 

Tammy Pryor '99 in 
a drama focusing 

more laughter in this world and a lot less of 
the crap that divides us," says San Francisco 
comedienne Rene Hicks. Her show, ·she's 

So Funny," was part of the College's 
celebration of Martin Luther King, "Walking 
the Walk." 

on African storytelling and a particular story 
about a mother owl and her two babies. 

According to several scholars, the imprisoning of Martin Luther Kin' 
Jr. and the responses of John F. Kennedy and Richard M. Nixon 
decided the outcome of the 1960 election, the closest presidential 

~-

• • 
• 

• • • • 

race of the century. Jeremy Mayer, Assistant Professor of 
Political Science, discussed these circumstances and their 
implications in his "Walking the Walk" talk. "MLK and the 

Presidential Election of 1960: Kennedy's Phone Call, 
Nixon's Silence, and What It Meant." 

.... ,~_-,1 '!--
'\: / .... . ) 

.'_ 
li 

·Fear cannot disturb the good of people who 

have moved to a meeting where the pulse 
pounds out freedom and justice for the 
universe," read Mignon O'Neal '01 from 
Sonia Sanchets 1983 poem, "A Letter to 
Dr. Martin Luther King," during a candlelight 

vigil. The poem begins, •Great God, 

what a morning, Martin! The sun is 
rolling in from faraway places. I watch it 

reaching ou~ circling these bare trees 
like some reverent lover. I have been 

standing still listening to the morning, 
and I hear your voice crouched near 

hills, rising from the mountain tops, 

breaking the circle of dawn." 
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Joe Brockington, Center for Experien
tial Education, was elected national 
chairperson of the Section on US Stu
dents Abroad (SECUSSA). SECUSSA is 
part of the NAFSA Association of 
International Educators, an organiza
tion that promotes the exchange of 
students and scholars to and from the 
US. Brockington recently attended the 
NAFSA leadership meeting in Wash
ington, DC, where he met with Michi
gan 4th district representative Fred 
Upton and staffers from the offices of 
Michigan senators Carl Levin and 
Spencer Abraham. 

David Barclay, History, presented a 
lecture at the German Historical Insti
tute (GHI) in Washington, DC. Based on 
his current book project, his talk was 
titled "Ernst Reuter and the Problem of 
Cold War Hagiography." About 75 
people attended the event, which was 
part of the GHI's fall lecture series on 
"History and Biography." Carter 
Dougherty '92 was one of the attendees. 

Karyn Boatwright, Psychology, was a 
coauthor of the paper "The Relation
ships Among Counselor-Trainees' 
Gender, Cognitive Development, and 
White Racial Identity: Implications for 
Counselor Training." The work was 
recently published in Journal of 
Multicultural Counseling & Development, 
26, 254-272. She presented a paper, 
"The Connectedness Scale: Testing for 
Gender Differences and Convergent 
Validity," at the American Psychologi
cal Association meeting in Boston. And 
she presented "Student Responses to 
Feminist Pedagogical Strategies" at a 
meeting of the Association of Women 
in Psychology. 

Timon Corwin '86, men's tennis coach 
and director of the UST A Boys' 18 & 16 
National Tennis Tournament, was one 
of 10 persons who won the United 
States Tennis Association Collegiate 
Community Service Award. He was 
honored during an International Tennis 
Association Convention in December. 

Shubhik DebBurman, Biology, pre
sented a poster at the 38th American 
Society for Cell Biology (ASCB) annual 
meeting in San Francisco. His poster, 
"Chaperone-promoted Solubilization 
of PrP-res., the infectious element in 
transmissible spongiforrn encephalopa
thies," was one of only 10 selected 
biomedical abstracts that were written 
as lay language summaries and fea
tured in the ASCB press book. ASCB 
has highlighted the entire press book 
on the Internet at www.faseb.org/ 
ascb I meetings I pressbk98. pdf. 

Deb Burman received a neurologi
cal disease research grant from the 
Campbell Foundation (Grand Rapids, 
Michigan) to study the biological 
mechanisms underlying central ner
vous system diseases. He will use the 
two-year, $61,000 grant to buy new 
equipment, engage a limited number of 
students in investigative laboratory 
research, and fund research-associated 
travel. The grant is titled "Role of 
Chaperones in Aggregate Formation of 
Proteins Relevant in Human Disease." 

DebBurrnan is coauthor of two 
recent/ upcoming publications. The 
first is a chapter in a book on 
Alzheimer's Disease, "Formation of 
protease-resistant prion protein: Stimu
lation and Inhibition in Alzheimer's 
Disease and Related Disorders," which 
is still in press. The second is a review 
article on prion diseases in Biochemical 
Society Transactions titled "Amyloid 
fibers of Sup35 support a prion-like 
mechanism of inheritance in yeast." 

Deb Burman recently presented 
several talks: "Combating Neuro
degenerative Diseases with Molecular 
Chaperones" at the Department of 
Biology at Hope College and "Prions: 
novel agents of genetic inheritance and 
infectious disease" at Pharrnacia & 
Upjohn. 

Amy Elman, Political Science, is con
ducting a follow-up national survey on 
violence against women in Sweden and 
is a Guest Researcher with the Depart-
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rnent of Sociology at Uppsala Univer
sity. In December she gave a seminar 
titled "Typologies of Denial." The 
seminar considered the methodology 
used by those intent on denying atroci
ties, including, but not limited to, 
genocide, sexualized violence, and 
other hate crimes. 

In January she represented the 
Center for Western European Studies 
at the international Paris conference 
celebrating 50 Years of Simone De 
Beauvoir's "The Second Sex." She 
served on the international committee 
that helped organize the event, which 
captured favorable coverage in both 
The New York Times and Le Monde. 

Most recently, she attended private 
meetings in Stockholm with EU Corn
missioner Anita Gradin and other EU 
politicians interested in increasing the 
effectiveness of Swedish women's orga
nizations in lobbying EU institutions. 

At the end of February she gave a 
public lecture at Stockholm University 
concerning the EU and family policies. 

Tom Evans, Music, performed several 
works on trombone during a recital 
with members of the Kalamazoo Sym
phony Orchestra and the US Coast 
Guard Band. The recital was a benefit 
for a local adoption agency. Evans also 
attended the 52nd annual Midwest 
Clinic in Chicago. An international 
conference for band and orchestra 
directors, the clinic attracted more than 
10,000 music educators. Highlights 
included a workshop I demonstration 
by renowned jazz musician Wynton 
Marsalis, a performance by the Wash
ington, DC, Marine Band, and a perfor
mance by the Chicago Civic Orchestra. 

Evans presented a talk on 20th
century abstract artist Vasili Kandinsky 
during the Kalamazoo College Sym
phonic Band's presentation "Sonic 
Images: Music Inspired by Paintings." 
The concert was the first large en
semble performance in the Kalamazoo 
Institute of Arts' new auditorium. The 
multimedia program featured slides 



during the performance of musical 
selections that included Norman Delio 
Joio's "Scenes from the Louvre" and 
Modest Mussorgsky's "Pictures at an 
Exhibition." 

Thanks to a grant from the Irving S. 
Gilmore Foundation, "Broadway 
Revisited," the weekly public radio 
hour, is now heard on stations across 
the country via the Public Radio Satel
lite. Producer Art Hilgart is an instruc
tor in jazz history and musical theatre 
history in the College's nontraditional 
program. 

Val James, African Studies, is the 
editor of two new books-Capacity 
Building in Developing Countries: Human 
and Environmental Dimensions, which 
published in 1998; and Sustainable 
Development in Africa: Prospects for the 
Twenty-First Century, which published 
February 1999. He is coeditor of The 
Feminization of Development Processes in 
Africa: Current and Future Perspectives, 
which published in January 1999. 
James also presented a paper at the 
41st Annual African Studies Meeting in 
Chicago last fall. The title of his paper 
was "A Systematic Analysis and Re
view of Old and New Directions of 
Africa's Transformation." 

Vaughn Maatman, Student Develop
ment, Zaide Pixley, First-Year Experi
ence, and Danny Sledge, Student 
Development, presented at the national 
conference of the First-Year Experience 
in Columbia, SC. The presentation is 
called: "Can We Talk? Breaking the 
Culture of Silence on Race and Diversity 
in First-Year Experience Programs." 

Greg Mahler, Provost, attended and 
presented at the conference "Parlia
mentary Democracy: Is There A Perfect 
Model?" in Great Britain. The confer
ence agenda included speakers who 
are politicians, elected officials, and 
government administrators from 
England, Germany, Poland, China, 
Switzerland, Belgium, Australia, 

Canada, Uganda, India, and New 
Guinea. Mahler's talk was titled "The 
American System: A Paradise for the 
People or the Professions?" 

Jeremy Mayer's, Political Science, 
lecture, "Martin Luther King and the 
Presidential Election of 1960: Kennedy's 
Phone Call, Nixon's Silence, and What It 
Meant," was broadcast on WMUK as 
part of Black History Month. Mayer's 
talk was delivered during the College's 
Martin Luther King, Jr. "Walking the 
Walk" program. 

Titilola S. Oguntunji, African Studies, 
was awarded a 1998-99 Fulbright 
Scholar grant. The Fulbright Program 
is sponsored and funded by the US 
Information Agency and by participat
ing governments and host institutions 
in the US and abroad. Its goal of inter
national educational exchange reflects 
the increasing interdependency of 
nations around the world. 

Ken Reinert, Economics, published an 
article, "Rural Non-Farm Development: 
A Trade Theoretic View," in the Decem
ber 1998 issue of The Journal of Interna
tional Trade and Economic Development. 

Carl Shook, head of the small business 
development center at the Stryker 
Center, was interviewed by WWMT-TV 
Channel 3 for a focus story on small 
business in Michigan. 

Kathy Smith, Romance Languages, 
presented a lecture titled "The 'Birth' 
of the Postcolonial: Modernization 
and Its Discontents in the Fiction of 
J.M.G. LeClezio" at the conference 
"Cold War Culture: Film, Fact, and 
Fiction" at Indiana University, 
Bloomington. She presented another 
talk," Annie Ernaux: Passe/Passion 
Simple," at the Twentieth-Century 
Literature Conference held in Febru
ary at the University of Louisville. 

Dhera Strauss, Curricular Support, 
received a grant from the Kalamazoo 
Foundation to support her next docu-

mentary, which explores the world of 
the bingo hall. Strauss will use the 
grant to teach members of the Boys and 
Girls Club the art of documentary film 
making. The Community Access Cen
ter of Kalamazoo will provide the 
equipment. 

Kalamazoo College Professor Emeritus 
Philip S. Thomas is in Lilongwe, Malawi 
(southeast Africa), working as an econo
mist with the Government of Malawi. 
The project is under the joint auspices of 
Harvard University and USAID, and it 
focuses in part on increasing private 
investment and productivity through 
changes in government policies to 
improve the business environment. Phil 
writes: "The people here are wonderful, 
gracious, and welcoming, but Malawi is 
a very poor country, ranking 161st out 
of the 174 countries included in the 
most recent UN study of Human Wel
fare conditions: annual per capita 
income under $200, adult illiteracy over 
40 percent, life expectancy of 43 years, 
infant mortality the third highest in the 
world, and population growth about 
3 percent. As is true of most other 
developing countries, Malawi is moving 
away from unsuccessful government
sponsored and regulated programs to a 
more liberalized economy, relying 
extensively on the private sector. 
USAID is playing a very important 
supporting role in the structural adjust
ment, which is the reason it sponsors 
projects similar to the one on which I 
am working. 

"We would appreciate hearing 
from alumni and other members of the 
'K' family at pcthomas®eo.wn.apc.org 
or Dr. Philip S. Thomas, Malawi 
Project, HIID, 14 Story Street, Cam
bridge, MA 02138." • 
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Senior student-athlete Jennifer Stefanski knows The Jennifer Stefanski K-Pian 

The athletics section of Quarterly 

will profile student-athletes of 

Kalamazoo College. The editors 

begin this series with seniors 

Jennifer Stefanski and Joe Grant. 

The editors choose athletes 

randomly and will focus on 

individuals in various sports. 

that the value of participation in 
Kalamazoo College athletics 
eclipses the value of athletic partici
pation at other schools. 

She also knows the reason: the 
K-Plan combined with four years of 
volleyball and basketball. From 
these combined experiences and 
with the assistance of teachers 

whom she knows well, she has built an extraordi
nary liberal arts education and learned the value of 
time management, personal responsibility, and 
teamwork. She defines the latter as knowing when to 
listen and when to step up; when to lead and when 
to accept leadership from others. From her career 
internship she knows that potential employers 
greatly value (and pay for) what she has learned 
about these concepts. 

Stefanski has played sports since sixth grade. 
She graduated from Crestwood High School in 
Dearborn Heights (Mich.), where she lettered in 
basketball, volleyball, and soccer. 

Her choice of colleges came down to Kalamazoo 
and Michigan State. She chose Kalamazoo because of 
the K-Plan and the implications of its size relative to 
better learning and the chance to play sports. "It was 
a combination of factors only available here," said 
Stefanski. • 
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Major: Economics. Concentration: 
International Area Studies, Western 
Europe. Study Abroad: Caen, France. 
Career Internship: The Office of Gen
eral Counsel, Ford Motor Company. 
Senior Individualized Project (executed 
in conjunction with the career intern
ship): A research paper titled "The Role 
of Dispute Resolution and International 
Arbitration Institutes in International 
Business." languages: English, French, 
Spanish. 

College Athletic Career 
Four years: Basketball. Two years: 
Junior varsity volleyball. Two years: 
Varsity volleyball. 

"The greatest difference between 
high school and college sports is the 
intensity and time demands," said 
Stefanski. "I drew lessons from both. 
And the coaches here are extraordinary 
teachers." 

Hidden Value of 
Kalamazoo Athletics 
''The College provides a widely diverse 
array of activities and strongly encour
ages your engagement in them," said 
Stefanski. "It may sound counter
intuitive, but when I felt buried under 
the demands of studies and athletics, 
attending a required lecture-or a 
dance, for that matter-helped me 
keep perspective." 

Post-Graduation Plans 
Attend law school at Boston University 



Joe Grant '99 feels he chose wisely when he included Kalamazoo 
College basketball as part of his K-Plan. As a result of 
other elements of the K-Plan, he knows employers 
value teamwork, communication skills, and the ability 
to interact with other people to reach common goals. 

"Hornet basketball teaches you to work together 
to achieve a common goal," Grant said. ''I'm confi
dent in interviews because I can say that I have 
experience and 
the ability to 

contribute to a team effort." 
A graduate of University 

Liggett in Detroit (Mich.), where 
he lettered in football and basket
ball, Joe Grant was attracted to 
Kalamazoo College because of the 
tremendous opportunities in the 
K-Plan. The opportunity to study 
abroad, study at a nationally
ranked college, and compete 
collegiately in the game he loves 
were major factors in his decision. 

"I knew I wouldn't be able to 
play at the Division I level. The 
combination of athletics and 
academics at Kalamazoo was 
very appealing," Grant said. • 

1999 Hornet Golf Outing 
Kalamazoo College will hold its annual golf outing June 21 at 
Indian Run Golf Course in Vicksburg, just south of Kalamazoo. 

For $75, golfers get a cart, 18 holes of golf, and dinner. 
Participants will also have the opportunity to win various 

prizes and can meet and mingle with friends from the 
Kalamazoo College community. Golf begins at 1 p.m. 

with dinner and a short program following. 

For more information or to 
sign up, contact Kristi 
Ransbottom in the 
athletics office at (616) 
337-7082, or e-mail 
krans@kzoo.edu. • 

The Joe Cirant K-Pion 
Major: Economics. Minor: Spanish. 
Study Abroad: Oaxaca, Mexico. Career 
Internship: Merrill lynch. Senior Indi
vidualized Project (executed in con
junction with the career internship): 
Assisted financial consultants and 
gained a thorough understanding of 
the stock market while learning the 
importance of client relations. Lan
guages: English, Spanish. 

College Athletic Career 
Four years: Basketball. "Basketball is a 
thinking man's sport," Grant said. "At 
Kalamazoo College you learn how to 
reason in the classroom. Having the 
ability to transfer that skill to the 
basketball court is very important." 

Hidden Value of 
Kalamazoo Athletics 
"Competing at the collegiate level 
forces you to manage your time 
wisely," Grant said. "If we have a game 
on Wednesday, and I have a test on 
Thursday, I know I cannot wait until 
Wednesday night to start studying. 
Coach Haklin stresses the importance 
of planning and the need to prepare to 
win basketball games. He also stresses 
the need to prepare to 'win' on tests 
and future employment." 

Post-Graduation Plans 
Secure employment in the field of 
financial services and prepare for 
graduate studies. 
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SPORTS UPDATE 

Women's Basketball 
Despite a season marked by 
injury and illness, the women's 
basketball team won 11 games, 
the best single-season win total in 
five years. The Hornets finished 
sixth in the MIAA with an 11-14 
(7-9 MIAA) mark. 

Kalamazoo opened up the 
season with wins over Ohio 
Northern University and Comer
stone College before dropping a 
pair of games to Siena Heights 
University and Adrian College. 
From that point the season see
sawed as the Hornets alternated 
wins and losses for the next 10 
games. 

Injuries and illnesses plagued 
the Hornets at the end of the 
season. Kalamazoo played with 
seven players or less ten times 
during the season, including a 
stretch of three games with only 
six players. The Hornets were 1-2 
during that stretch, and one of 
those losses was a tight seven
point struggle against eventual 
MIAA champion Calvin College. 

The Hornets closed out the 
regular season with three con
secutive wins followed by four 
losses, including a 66-54 loss at 
Hope College in the first round of 
the MIAA tournament. 

Offensively, MaryJane 
Valade '01led the Hornets with 
13.6 points and 5.8 rebounds per 
game. 

Kelly LaCosse '99 had a 32-
point performance against Ma
donna, launching her past the 
1,000-point mark for her career. 
She finished with 1,123 points and 
ranks fifth on the Hornets' all-time 
leading scorers list. 

Jennifer Stefanski '99, one of 
only four players to play in all25 
games this season, also entered 

the record books. She played in 
100 career games, breaking the 
old mark of 98 set by Sara Musser 
'96. Stefanski averaged 8.3 points 
while leading the team with 6.1 
rebounds per game. 

Men's Basketball 
Whenever the Kalamazoo College 
men's basketball team engaged in 
hardcourt battle, the players 
expended all effort in the contest. 
That effort was a joy to witness, 
and every opponent, win or lose, 
knew they had been in a struggle. 

The season featured two four
game winning streaks, a three
game losing streak, a six-game 
losing streak, and several two
game mini-streaks in between. 

Preseason optimism quickly 
waned in the wake of three 
opening road losses. A return 
home to Anderson Athletic 
Center was just what Kalamazoo 
needed to get back on the win
ning track. The Hornets began 
their first four-game winning 
streak with a thrilling 66-59 win 
over the University of Chicago, 
capped off by a 52-47 win over 
Viterbo College in the champion
ship game of the Microvane 
Holiday Classic. 

Kalamazoo then slipped at the 
College of Wooster before starting 
another four-game winning streak, 
which included two conference 
wins over Alma and Adrian 
College. Two league losses on the 
road dropped the Hornets from 
first place. Kalamazoo quickly 
rebounded and knocked Albion 
College out of first place. 

The Hornets split their next 
four league games before a heart
breaking overtime loss to Hope 
College seemed to chill the re
mainder of the season. The Hor-
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nets lost their final five regular 
season games. 

Kalamazoo entered the 
MIAA tournament as the sixth 
seed and traveled to Albion 
College. A hard-fought battle 
went the way of Albion as the 
Hornets concluded their season 
with a 69-65 loss and an 11-14 
(5-9 MIAA) record. 

Brad Phillips '99 led the 
Hornets with a 17.1 scoring aver
age. Phillips poured in a season
high 37 points against Kenyon 
College. Dave Dobbie '99 had a 
fine senior season averaging 9.6 
points and 5.3 rebounds per game. 
Senior Brian Lindauer also closed 
out his career with 8.6 points and 
5.2 rebounds per game. 

Men's Swimming 
and Diving 
The men's swimming and diving 
team captured their fourth con
secutive MIAA championship 
with a perfect 5-0 MIAA dual 
meet record (7-0 overall). 

Ten Hornet swimmers were 
named to the All-MIAA team. 
Kalamazoo recorded 619.5 points 
at the conference championship 
meet. Hope College finished 
second with 521.5 points. 

Leading the Hornets' was 
four-time league most valuable 

John Latham '99, four-time MIAA most 
valuable swimmer 



swimmer John Latham '99. He 
won MIAA championships in the 
200 individual medley (1:52.89), 
100 backstroke (:51.81) and 200 
backstroke (1:53.09). His 200 
individual medley performance 
set new MIAA and Kalamazoo 
College records. Latham also set 
Kalamazoo College records in the 
200 freestyle (1:42.76) and 100 
backstroke (:51.40). 

Diver Jeff Gorton '00 had 
another outstanding year on the 
board. Gorton won MIAA cham
pionships in both the 1-meter 
(549.15) and 3-meter (600.15) 
diving events. Both scores set 
MIAA and Kalamazoo College 
records and ranked high in the 
nation. Gorton also broke the 
Kalamazoo College record in the 
3-meter (6 dives) event with a 
score of 348.60. 

Other MIAA champions 
included Nick Duda '02, 200 
butterfly (1:55.48); Evan Whitbeck 
'02, 400 individual medley 
(4:06.82); Chris Elston '02, 1650 
freestyle (16:18.87); and Steve 
Domin '02, 50 freestyle (:21.40). 

Rounding out the Hornet's 
All-MIAA class are Markus Boos 
'00 (100-yard breaststroke), Kevin 
Clements '00 (200-yard individual 
medley), Jeff Kamai '00 (1650 
freestyle), and Gary Strickler '02 
(800 free relay). 

As many as 10 Hornet swim
mers entered the national tourna
ment, which was held March 

0 

"' 18-20 in Minneapolis. Results .5 
were unavailable when Quarterly ~ 
went to press, but they can be ~ 
accessed on the Hornet website at -£ 

~ www.kzoo.edu/sports and from © 

www.k-swimming.org. 

Women's Swimming 
and Diving 
The women's swimming and 
diving team finished third in the 
MIAA this season with a 4-2 dual 
meet record. They were 5-3 over
all. The Hornets placed third in 
the championship meet with 385 
points, behind Calvin (410) and 
Hope (533). 

Kelly Raczniak '00 earned 
All-MIAA honors for the third 
time in her career and finished 
second at the MIAA champion
ships in the 1650 freestyle 
(18:29.33) and 500 freestyle 
(5:20.05). Raczniak also finished 
fourth in the 400 individual 
medley (4:51.49). Earlier in the 
season she set a Kalamazoo Col
lege record with a 4:49.98 in the 
400 individual medley. 

Claudia Cap '99 earned her 
second All-MIAA honors. She 
placed third in the 1650 freestyle 
(18:40), fourth in the 500 freestyle 
(5:23.04), and fifth in the 200 
freestyle (2:01.91) at the MIAA 
championships. 

Rebecca Domzal '02 set 
Kalamazoo College records in the 
100 backstroke (1:01.61), 200 

Junior Jennifer Richman prepares to dive. 

backstroke (2:12.36), and 200 
individual medley (2:16.37). 

Junior Jennifer Richman's 
394.20 score and second-place 
finish at the MIAA champion
ships set a Kalamazoo College 
record in the 1-meter (11 dives) 
event and qualified her for na
tional competition. Richman also 
set a school record in the 1-meter 
(6 dives) event with a 256.72 mark 
earlier in the season. 

Tracy Buetow '01 p laced 
fourth at the MIAA championship 
meet in the 3-meter (11 dives) 
event with a score of 411.75. That 
score set a Kalamazoo College 
record and qualified her for 
national competition. Her fifth
place finish (377.55) in the 1-meter 
event also qualified for national 
competition. • 

Thirteenth annual Kalamazoo College triathlon 
Kalamazoo College will host its 13th triathlon on May 15. All Kalamazoo College faculty, 

students, staff, and alumni 18 years of age or older are eligible. The triathlon includes a 
500-meter swim, a 20-kilometer bike ride, and a 5-kilometer run. Contestants may 
enter individually or in teams of three. Entry forms and a $10 (per person) registration 
fee are required by April 25. Entry forms and maps of the course are available at the 

Hicks Center Union Desk. They may also be obtained from Andrew Terranella, Box 812, 
Kalamazoo College, 1200 Academy Street, Kalamazoo, MI 49006-3295; (616) 337-7464. 

Completed entry forms and registration fee (checks payable to Kalamazoo College) should 
be sent to Terranella. • 
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SPORTS UPDATE 

Men's Tennis 
Sixth-year head coach Timon 
Corwin '86 describes the 1999 
men's tennis team as young but 
experienced. 

The Hornets return only one 
senior, but five of the top seven 
players are back from a squad that 
finished 20-7 overall, captured a 
60th consecutive MIAA champion
ship, and finished third in the 
NCAA national tournament. 

The team is poised to capture 
another MIAA championship 
and compete for the national 
championship. A tough non
league schedule should help 
prepare the Hornets for another 
postseason run. 

The Hornets are ranked 
fourth in the preseason IT A 
Division III tennis poll, behind 
the University of California-Santa 
Cruz, Williams College (Mass.), 
and Trinity University (Texas). 

"This year's squad might 
surprise a few people," Corwin 
said of the ranking. "We hope to 
enter the regional tournament as 
the top seed." 

The Hornets lone senior, 
Zach Tann, posted a 17-7 singles 
record a year ago, competing 
primarily at the number three and 
four positions. Tann, an All
MIAA First Team selection, was 
ranked 41st in the nation in the 
ITA preseason poll and is ex
pected to provide consistency and 
leadership this season. 

"I expect Zach to have an 
outstanding senior season and be 
a leader for us on the court," 
Corwin said. 

Other returners expected to 
make major contributions include 
juniors Ryan Shockley, Dan 
Harding, and Ryan Cummings. 

Shockley posted an 11-6 

singles record and earned All
MIAA Second Team honors a 
year ago. 

Cummings recorded a 13-3 
singles record while earning 
second team league honors. 

Harding posted an 11-9 mark 
while competing at the number one 
and two positions. He is expected 
to team up with freshman brother, 
Kyle, as the top doubles team. Dan 
was ranked as the seventh-best 
singles player in the country by the 
IT A preseason poll. 

Joining the squad is a group of 
nine first-year students. Many of 
the younger players will be ex
pected to contribute immediately. 

"We have a very talented 
freshmen group," Corwin said. 
"We may have as many as five 
newcomers in the top twelve." 

Kalamazoo squares off with 
Western Michigan University on 
April 6 and opens MIAA play 
with Hope College on April 7. 

Women's Tennis 
First-year head coach Thomas 
Walker is excited about the pros
pects of the women's tennis 
program at Kalamazoo College. 
Last year's team finished third in 
the MIAA with a 6-2 record, 17-10 
overall. 

"I expect us to have a strong 
finish within the conference this 
year as we prepare to compete on 
the national level the following 
year," Walker said. 

One of the players expected 
to contribute at a higher level this 
season is senior Julia Clay. Coach 
Walker believes Clay will repeat 
her All-MIAA First Team perfor
mance and compete individually 
at the national championships. 

Paige Foley '01 is another 
returner expected to make a 
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significant impact. Emily 
Swendson '01 saw limited action 
a year ago and is expected to see 
more time on the court this sea
son. Jennifer Paul '02 is also 
expected to have a solid year. 

''I'm definitely excited," 
Walker said. "We are deeper and 
stronger than last year, and our 
first-year players are improving 
rapidly." 

"I don't know whether we 
can surprise Hope and win the 
league title this year. But we will 
be competitive, and we are mov
ing rapidly in a positive direction. 
We expect a strong finish within 
the conference." 

Coach Walker is pleased with 
the players in the program and 
their efforts with both tennis and 
academics. 

"This team works hard and 
does well in the classroom," 
Walker said. "To do well on the 
tennis court we need to transfer 
that work ethic and intensity to 
practice every day. My goal is to 
bring that intensity out in the 
players on the court." 

Baseball 
With few seniors expected in the 
starting lineup, the Kalamazoo 
College baseball team can defi
nitely be described as "young." 

Fourth-year head coach 
Randy Jones hopes to quickly 
transform youth to experience-
winning experience. 

"With this team I see a lot of 
potential for a quick transforma
tion," said Jones. 

The Hornets finished last 
year with an overallS-29 record 
and 2-19 MIAA finish. 

"We should be more competi
tive in the conference this year," 
Jones said. "We are much im
proved defensively. Although our 
key offensive players are young, 
they have excellent potential. We 



have a much deeper pitching staff 
than we have had in the past." 

Seniors Joe Davidson and 
John Hach are captains of this 
year's squad. Davidson is a two
year starter in right field. Hach is 
a third-year starter in the pitching 
rotation. 

Another key player is sopho
more centerfielder Todd Wilson, 
winner of last year's team Hustle 
Award. 

Last season's offensive leader, 
Joe Botke '00, is expected to anchor 
the infield at either first or third 
base. Botke hit .329 a year ago and 
is able to mix power with average. 

"I'm excited about our in
field," Jones said. "That should be 
one of the strongest parts of our 
game." 

Look for junior Matt Rix to 
lead the pitching staff. He had 
several good outings last year and 
earned the team's Most Improved 
Player award. Rix led the staff 
with 21 strikeouts. 

The success of this year's club 
will be determined by how 
quickly the young prospects can 
adjust to baseball in the MIAA. 

Softball 
The Kalamazoo College women's 
softball team has two goals: 
improve upon last year's 12-18 
(9-7 MIAA) record and fourth
place MIAA finish, and return to 
the league tournament. 

Brittney Cannavino begins 
her first season as Kalamazoo 
College's head softball coach. She 
hopes her experience can guide 
the Hornets to their goals. 

"I'm really excited about this 
program," Cannavino said. "The 
players are young and dedicated." 

The Hornets top returning 
pitchers include senior Becky 
Hunyady and sophomore Angela 
Lanter. Hunyady was second on 
the staff last year with a 3.09 ERA. 
She pitched 81 innings in 15 

Hornets fly into cyberspace 

appearances. Lanter pitched 13 
innings in three appearances and 
a had a 3.59 ERA as a freshman. 
Lanter was the top pitcher for 
Cannavino's 1997 District Cham
pionship team at Paw Paw 
(Mich.) High School. 

Lanter is also the team's 
leading offensive threat with a 
.311 average. Dawn Todd '01 
returns as a catcher I outfielder. 
Todd hit five doubles last year 
and finished with a .302 slugging 
percentage. 

Kelly LaCosse '99 returns for 
her final campaign. The senior 
outfielder hit .222 while commit
ting only one error in the outfield 
last season. She is expected to be a 
leader on this year's squad. 

"Based on our indoor prac
tices I cannot predict how we will 
compete this season," Cannavino 
said. "It will be interesting and 
exciting to see what the team is 
made of when we move outside 
and compete in Florida." • 

The Kalamazoo College Office of Sports Information 
has vaulted beyond the "Hornet Hotline" and cre
ated a valuable and lively new presence on the 
world wide web. 

picture and profile. Parents can then e-mail that link 
to friends and relatives across the country! Prosp~
tive student-athletes can obtain more information 
about the teams and contact coach~ through the site. 

The Hornet website (www.kzoo.edu/sports) is a 
resource for all supporters of Kalamazoo College 
athletics. Parents, alumni, students, friends, and fans 
can access timely information on all Hornet athletic 
teams-anytime, anywhere. 

The website, under the direction of Sports Infor
mation Director Steve Wideen, contains a vast 
amount of information and improves continually. 

"A website is a critical function of the spoi!,i 
information department," Wideen said, "capable of 
serving in a timely manner a wide audience with 
Internet access." 

Fans can find a score on the front page 
scoreboard. Reporters can access statistical informa
tion on a team or student-athlete. Parents can see their 
child'sownf>erro'nal page, which includes their 

"The Internet is a vital tool for recruiting," 
Wideen adds. "Most high school students look at 
college websites while ma!g;ng their education deci
sion. If athletics is under-represented, they will look 
elsewhere. Havi1)8 a quality w-ebsite adds to the 
value of the institution." 

The Hornet website contains current scores, 
schedules, and rosters, and will contain much more 
infonnation in the future. 

''Our goal is to have pictures and profiles of 
"ery player from every team," Wideen said. "In 
addition, we will be able to present historical infor
mation including records and letter winners." 

Be sure to log on to the Hornet website soon at 
www.kzoo.edu/sports to see all of the changes that 
are taking place. • 
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SPORTS UPDATE 

College welcomes new softball, women's tennis coaches 
Brittney Cannavino will guide the Hornet 
softball team this season. A 1996 graduate 
of Western Michigan University, 
Cannavino earned a bachelor of science 
degree in mathematics while pitching for 
the Bronco softball team from 1991 to 
1995. She earned All-Academic, Academic 
All-Region, and All-Conference honors 
during her collegiate career. 

Cannavino continues to play softball during the sum
mer and was an ASA All-American on a team that finished 
fifth in the nation in last year's Class A tournament. 

Cannavino teaches mathematics at Paw Paw (Mich.) 
High School, where she was the freshman volleyball coach 
for two years and the varsity softball coach for three years. 
Cannavino earned District Coach-of-the-Year honors after 
leading her 1997 squad to a district championship. 

Cannavino has assisted Kellogg Community College 
as their pitching coach for the past two seasons. She has 
also worked at pitching camps for Western Michigan 
University and the University of Notre Dame. 

She is excited about the prospect of being a college 
head coach and feels her ability to demonstrate drills will 
be an effective coaching method. 

13 BB 
15 MT 

SB 
16 BB 

16-17 WT 

17 MT 
BB 
MT 
SB 

18 MT 

20 WT 
SB 

21 BB 
22 MT 

WT 
SB 

23 WT 
BB 

24 BB 
SB 
WT 
MT 

APRIL 

at Tri-State University (9) ..................... 4:00 pm 
Valparaiso Univ ........................................ 3:00 pm 
St. Mary's College * ................................. 4:00 pm 
Alma College (9) * .................................. 4:00 pm 
Midwest Invitational ........................................ TBA 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
Washington University ......................... 1 0:00 am 
Alma College (DH) * .................................... Noon 
at Adrian College * .................................. 1 :00 pm 
at Alma College * .................................... 1 :00 pm 
vs. Gustavus Adolphus ........................ 1 0:00 am 
(at Milwaukee) 
at St. Mary's College* ............................ 3:00 pm 
at Hope College* .................................... 3:30pm 
at Aquinas College .................................. 4:00 pm 
at Bowling Green State ......................... 3:00pm 
at Hope College * .................................... 3:00 pm 
Defiance College * .................................. 3:30 pm 
at Calvin College * .................................. 3:00 pm 
Adrian College (9) * ............................... 4:00 pm 
Adrian College (DH) * ................................. Noon 
Albion College * ....................................... 1 :00 pm 
Albion College * ....................................... 1 :00 pm 
at Calvin College * .................................. 3:00 pm 
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New head coach Thomas Walker brings enthusiasm and 
intensity to the women's tennis program. Walker is a 1992 
graduate of Flagler College (Florida), where he earned a 
degree in business administration/psychology. 

Walker has 15 years of tennis coaching experience. 
Collegiately, he served as an assistant men's tennis coach 
at Florida State University. He 
served as assistant women's tennis 
coach at Flagler during their 1991 
NAIA National Championship 
season. Most recently, Walker 
served as director of junior develop
ment at a local athletic club. 

Walker has coached players at 
all levels. He has junior players 
competing on the national level as well as professional 
players on every major circuit. He has also coached at 
every major Grand Slam event. 

''I'm excited to be back in collegiate coaching," Walker 
said. "I look forward to the challenge of bringing the 
women's program at Kalamazoo College to a higher level. 

"The players are enthusiastic and are prepared to work 
hard and improve. We are ready to take this program to 
the national level." • 

26 MT 
WT 
MT 

28 WT 
29 SB 
30 BB 

WT 
MT 

BB 
WT 
MT 

4 BB 
6 SB 
7 BB 

SB 
8 BB 

8-9 MT 
15-19 MT 

Eastern Michigan University ................ 3:00 pm 
Olivet College* ........................................ 3:00pm 
at Alma College * .................................... 3:00 pm 
at Defiance College * ............................. 3:00 pm 
Hanover College ...................................... 4:00 pm 
at Hope College (9) * ............................ 4:00 pm 
MIAA Tournament (Kalamazoo) ................. TBA 
MIAA Tournament at Albion ......................... TBA 

MAY 

at Hope College (DH) * ......................... 1 :00 pm 
MIAA Tournament (Kalamazoo) ................. TBA 
MIAA Tournament at Albion ......................... TBA 
Elmhurst College (9) .............................. 4:00 pm 
MIAA Tournament ............................................ TBA 
at Olivet College (9) * ........................... 4:00 pm 
MIAA Tournament ............................................ TBA 
at Olivet College (DH) * ........................ 1 :00 pm 
NCAA Ill Regionals ........................................... TBA 
NCAA Ill Championships ............................... TBA 
Claremont, California 

• Michigan Intercollegiate Athletic Association contests 
BB: Baseball SB: Softball 

MT: Men's Tennis WT: Women's Tennis 



ur seniors might 
benefit from your 
advice. As they 
start life after 

graduation, many seek informa
tion about effectively connecting 
the value of their Kalamazoo 
College learning experience to 
the world of work. As alumni, 
you may remember the uncer
tainty and anxiety associated 
with this transition. Perhaps you 
would listen to and answer some 
of these seniors' questions, 
sharing what you have learned 
from your experiences. Or per
haps you are aware of career 
opportunities these talented 
young people could pursue. 
Please consider the powerful 
impact you can have by serving 
as a sounding board to young 
people. Recent graduates often 
tell us that the advice and sup
port of alumni were important 
influences on their early career 
decisions. 

If you would like to contact 
any of the seniors we have 
profiled below, or if you would 
like to learn of other ways to 
become involved in the Kalama
zoo Alumni Career Network, 
contact the Career Development 
office: 

Kalamazoo College 
Career Development 
1200 Academy Street 
Kalamazoo, MI 49006-3295 

(616) 337-7183 
career®kzoo.edu 

KEY 
M/C 

Major field(s) of study /Minor(s)/ 
Concentration(s) 

CD 
Career development intemship(s) 

SA 
Study abroad location(s) 

SIP 
Senior individualized project 

SEEKS 
Type of position sought 
and I or field of interest 

Jason Atkins 
M/C: Computer Science/Math 

CD: Palo Alto, California 
SA: Madrid, Spain 
SIP: Computer Security and 

Incident Response, NASA 
Automated Systems Incident 
Response Capability 

SEEKS: Application-level computer 
science: software 
engineering, programming, 
computer security 

lisa Bares 
M/C: International and Area 

Studies: Western Europe; 
Spanish/French, Secondary 
Teaching 

CD: Smithsonian Institution, 
Center for Folklife Programs 
and Cultural Studies 

SA: Madrid, Spain 
SIP: Student Teaching, Ann Arbor 

Public Schools, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan 

SEEKS: Secondary teaching position 
in Spanish and/ or French; 
cross-cultural communication, 
international relations, 
teaching English abroad 

Heather Conklin 
M/C: International and Area 

Studies: East Asia 
CD: Democratic National 

Headquarters, Washington, 
DC 

SA: Waseda University, Tokyo, 
Japan 

SIP: Political apathy among 
university students in Japan, 
including its causes and 
possible solutions 

SEEKS: Government work in 
executive or legislative 
branches; or work in 
nonprofit organization 

Joseph Charles Davidson 
M/C: Economics/ concentration in 

Business 
CD: The Child Guidance Clinic, 

intern to the controller 
SIP: The Child Guidance Clinic, 

nonprofit organization 
SEEKS: Financial planning, business 

management, accounting 

Christine Dragisic 
M/C: International and Area 

Studies & Spanish/ 
International Commerce 

CD: Atlanta Committee for the 
Olympics, Consulado 
General de Chile 

SA: Caceres, Spain 
SIP: Words and Images: 

Interpreting Spanish Poetry 
Through Photographs 

SEEKS: Entry-level position in 
international organization or 
NGO, preferably related to 
Europe, development, Latin 
America, or human rights 

Jon Paul Eenigenburg 
M/C: Math/Economics 

CD: Merrill Lynch Capital 
Markets, Dallas, Texas 

SA: Madrid, Spain 
SIP: Linear Algebra, the 

Pseudoinverse of a Matrix 
SEEKS: Opportunities in actuarial or 

mathematical analysis 

Diana Fulchiron 
M/C: Human Development & 

Social Relations/Women's 
Studies 

CD: Intern at Attic Youth Group, 
a gay / lesbian/bisexual/ 
transgendered support 
group; volunteer at 
Ecuadorian women's prison; 
and a community education 
intern at the DC Rape Crisis 
Center 

SA: Quito, Ecuador 
SIP: Unity Amid Plurality: 

Towards Inclusive Theories 
on Sexual Violence 

SEEKS: Opportunities in community 
education and/ or advocacy 
work (domestic or 
international) that focuses on 
women's issues, gay I 
lesbian/bisexual/ 
transgendered issues, class 
issues, or peace issues 

(continued on page 18) 
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Thomas J. Gilbert 
M/C: Political Science/History 

CD: Kreis, Enderle, Callander, & 
Hudgins, PC, Kalamazoo, 
Michigan; and House of 
Commons, London 

SA: Caen, France 
SIP: Northern Ireland peace 

process research with Helen 
Jackson, MP, in the British 
House of Commons 

SEEKS: Entry-level positions with 
multinational companies 
with primary interests in 
European markets 

Marjorie Jones 
M/C: Biology I Anthropology 

CD: Student athletic trainer, 
Kalamazoo College 

SA: Bonn, Germany 
SIP: Biology Department, 

Kalamazoo College 
SEEKS: Laboratory, clinical, or field 

research pertaining to 
paleontology, zoology, 
evolutionary biology, or 
biological anthropology 

Erik Karell 
M/C: Physics/Math 

SA: Bonn, Germany 
SIP: Investigating the Feasibility 

of a Composite Under Hood 
Engine Component, 
conducted at Siemens 
Automotive, Auburn Hills, 
Michigan 

SEEKS: Positions in customer 
relations 

Susanne Kill 
M/C: Economics/French/ 

International Commerce 
CD: Michigan Jobs Commission 

International Trade 
Department, Lansing, 
Michigan 

SA: Clermont-Ferrand, France 
SIP: Ford Motor Company, 

Worldwide Direct Market 
Operations, London, England 

SEEKS: Opportunities in economic 
development within a rural 
setting, urban planning, or 
community development 

Peggy Kingsley 
M/C: Health Science/Biopsychology 

CD: Research Assistant at Oregon 
Health Sciences University, 
Biomedical Information 
Communications Center 

SA: Ecuador Environmental 
Studies 

SEEKS: Biomedical/ psychological 
research data management 
position 

Nathan Krohn 
M/C: Biology /Environmental 

Studies 
CD: Ohio Department of 

Agriculture, consumer 
analytical labs, microbiology 
lab 

SA: Strasbourg, France 
SIP: Lab technician at the 

Davis/Dodd Cancer 
Research Hospital, Ohio State 
University 

SEEKS: Opportunities in Kalamazoo 
involving biology 

RachaeiKulick 
M/C: Health Science/ Art 

CD: Educational Aide, English as 
a Second Language; and 
home health aide for an 
au tis tic child 

SA: Ecuador Environmental 
Studies 

SIP: "A Women's Course in 
Backpacking and Self
Discovery in the Wilderness" 

SEEKS: Opportunities in women's 
health, mind/body and 
alternative medicine, nutrition, 
fitness, environmental toxins/ 
pollutants 

Elizabeth P. Leary 
M/C: International and Area 

Studies: East Asia/ 
Economics and Business 

CD: Summer Analyst, US 
convertible bonds, Jefferies & 
Company, New York City; and 
Consultant, Chinese Language 
Teachers Association 

SA: Beijing, China 
SIP: Finance for Liberal Arts Majors 

SEEKS: Opportunities in finance, 
international banking, sales 
and trading 
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Kristy Lockwitz 
M/C: Biology /Psychology 

CD: Environmental enrichment 
for cynomolgus macaques 

SA: Australia 
SIP: Greeting Behavior of 

Savannah Baboons 
SEEKS: Opportunities in 

primatology, veterinary 
medicine 

Cecelia Marsh 
M/C: History /English/Classical 

Studies 
CD: Volunteer at Public Library 

of Union County, Lewisburg, 
Pennsylvania 

SA: Rome, Italy 
SIP: Other Places, Other Times

Retellings of Classic Fairy 
Tales in Poetry and Prose 

SEEKS: Working with books-
publication, librarian, etc. 

Allison Claire McGough 
M/C: English 

SA: Nairobi, Kenya 
SIP: Consumer Protection Section, 

Louisiana Department of 
Justice; studied and analyzed 
a law called the "unfair trade 
practices and consumer 
protection law," and 
conducted a specific case 
study 

SEEKS: Position involving writing, 
editing, or organizing 

Melissa McSwegin 
M/C: Sociology, Anthropology I 

African Studies 
SA: Dakar, Senegal 
SIP: Mission to the World: An 

Examination of Motivations 
and Attitudes in Protestant 
Missionaries in Senegal, West 
Africa 

SEEKS: International social service in 
US or abroad dealing with 
issues relevant to 
development in Africa 



Hadley Moore 
M/C: Psychology /Music/Women's 

Studies 
CD: Musical Theatre Works, New 

York City 
SA: Clermont-Ferrand, France 
SIP: Independent qualitative 

research with middle school
aged girls regarding issues of 
self and identity 

SEEKS: Opportunities within a 
mental health setting, 
especially with women and/ 
or girls; also writing or 
publishing work 

Christina Novinskey 
M/C: Chemistry 

CD: Metabolic rate study, 
Rockefeller University; Home 
Health Aide, Visiting Nurses 
Home Care; Lab Technician, 
Henkel Surface Technology 

SA: Caceres, Spain 
SIP: Molecular Recognition with 

Transition Metal Chemistry 
SEEKS: Pharmaceutical/ chemical lab 

technician position in organic 
or medicinal chemistry 

Ingrid Peterson 
M/C: International and Area 

Studies: Latin America/ 
Spanish 

CD: Detroit Rescue Mission 
SA: Quito, Ecuador 
SIP: Jews in Argentina and Brazil 

duringWWII 
SEEKS: Service-oriented non

governmental organization 

Thomas Pool 
M/C: Biology /Psychology I 

Education 
CD: Scripps Institute of Marine 

Biology and the Dolphin 
Research Center 

SA: Copenhagen, Denmark 
SIP: Oregon Institute of Marine 

Biology, University of 
Oregon 

SEEKS: Naturalist position involving 
environmental education 

Amanda Pritts 
M/C: Human Development and 

Social Relations 
CD: Leasing consultant; 

marketing/ accounting intern 
SA: Nagoya, Japan 
SIP: Persisting Inequalities and 

Mitigating Forces: An 
Exploration of Japanese 
Women and the Women's 
Movement in Japan 

SEEKS: Opportunities in human 
resources, management, 
administration, or labor 
relations 

Amy Shrock 
M/C: Spanish/Economics 

CD: Kalamazoo Recreational 
Programs, summer camp for 
children 

SA: Caceres, Spain 
SIP: Art History Museum 

SEEKS: Teaching English in Spain or 
working through a company 
or business using economics 
skills; Barcelona, Seville, or 
Caceres preferred 

Leah J. Sidell 
M/C: International Relations/ 

Sociology & Anthropology I 
French, Hebrew 

CD: English tutor I counselor for 
Jewish immigrant families in 
Jerusalem, Israel 

SA: Aix-en-Provence, France 
SIP: The Other Jews: A Sephardic 

Journey of Culture, Country 
and Ethnic Identity 

SEEKS: Paralegal position with an 
international law firm; 
positions with nonprofit 
organizations specializing in 
human rights, conflict 
resolution, or Middle Eastern 
issues 

Summer internship opportunities sought 

he career development internship is vital to the value 
of the Kalamazoo College learning experience, and 
we need your help to identify excellent internship 
opportunities. For Kalamazoo College undergradu-

ates, the internship affects career direction and preparation. 
Our interns offer employers the opportunity to teach and 
mentor an enthusiastic learner. 

The academic calendar change requires that we identify 
more internships available during the summer months. If you 
are aware of summer employment programs or opportunities 
within your organization or elsewhere, please contact Career 
Development at (616) 337-7183 or career@kzoo.edu. • 
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AT THE SHORE, IN THE CABIN, OR 
ON THE WATER, PHYSICS PROFESSOR 

AND OUTDOORSMAN DAVE WINCH IS 
AN EXCELLENT LISTENER, LEARNER, 

AND TEACHER. WINCH HELPED LAUNCH 
THE LAND/SEA ORIENTATION PROGRAM 

AT KALAMAZOO COLLEGE. 

• David Winch earned his bachelor's and master's degrees in physics at 
John Carroll University (University Heights, Ohio). He earned his PhD in 
physics at Clarkson University (Potsdam, New York). 

He has taught at John Carroll University, Clarkson College of Technology, 
the US Air Force Academy, and British Open University, as well as at 
Kalamazoo College. He has conducted research for the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration, the Argonne National Laboratory, and the Desert 
Research Institute. 

He has received more than $2.8 million in grants on behalf of science 
education. He has published more than two dozen articles and presenta
tions on physics education for various learning levels. 

One of these publications is quoted below. It is the introduction to the 
on-line publication of hands-on science experiments crafted by a group of 
national, formerly science-shy, elementary school teachers who attended 
the ScienceGrasp program directed by Winch. The audience for this book 
will be elementary teachers nationwide. 

Winch wrote, "An infant reaches for a brightly colored object; tiny 
fingers squeeze the object, exploring its shape and texture. The infant 
shakes the object to see if it rattles and almost certainly puts the object in 
her mouth. She uses all of her senses to experience the sizes, shapes, col
ors, sounds, and textures in her world. A child is naturally curious and 
begins at an early age the lifelong business of learning about this world in 
which we live. This innate curiosity is perhaps most evident during the 
period of human development marked by the question, 'Why?' It can be 
frustrating to deal with a child who constantly wants to know 'why,' yet it 
can also be refreshing to have renewed contact with this childlike curiosity. 

"Science tries to answer the 'why' of the physical world. It is a grand 
journey, guided by a myriad of questions and a few answers. We, as teach
ers, are guides in this journey of exploration." • 
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SOCRATES 

D A V D w N C H P H Y S 

~teacher he was 31 years 

c./ago will occasionally climb 

up to peer from Dave Winch's eyes. 

But that teacher rarely instructs 

any longer. And the Dave Winch 

who today teaches physics to col

legeundergraduates coexists with 

the Dave Winch who prepares sci

ence-shy elementary teachers to 

share hands-on discovery of phys-

ics with children. 

This multiplicity is important. 

It means Winch has the courage to fail for a cause, the cause of excellent and 

effective learning. 

For the past seven years, Winch has opened all his classes the way he opens 

the first day of winter term's "Fundamentals of Physics II," with a quotation from 

Socrates: "Education is the kindling of a flame, not the filling of a vessel." 

This philosophy explains his reputation among students. The sophomore 

sitting next to me whispers to me that she is excited about this course because of 

Winch. She has not had him as an instructor before, but he has earned high praise 

for excellent teaching from her undergraduate colleagues. All of the thirty-some 

students in "Fun Physics II" are pre-med majors. This physics class is the second 

of three my sophomore neighbor will take to fulfill her pre-med requirements. 

Winch's other class this term, "Advanced Electricity and Magnetism," in

cludes five senior physics majors. 

Neither class is lecture based, and Socrates is evident in Winch's classroom 

style. By the end of the period, he's probably walked a quarter of a mile and 

reached each comer of the room at least twice. The most important element of his 

pedagogy is to "ask questions and keep quiet. 

c s 
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"And teachers often find that keeping silent 
long enough is difficult," said Winch. "Studies show 
that teachers perceive the duration of their silence 
following a question to be much longer than it 
actually is. What seems like 60 seconds is closer to 
10. But the duration of that silence is the difference 
between Socrates' flame and vessel." 

Another trademark of Winch's courses is group 
work, both in and outside the classroom. The class 
learns in teams of two or three, laboring throughout 
the term on textbook problems and in laboratories 
collaboratively. Every week each group also sends 
Winch a question about anything dealing with 
physics. The questions carry the potential to raise 
additional questions. And once during the term, 
each group becomes the mentor group for the entire 
class, responsible for a special mastery of a specific 
chapter's problems. 

Group work reflects the world of science be
yond the college, where collaboration is a routine 
and necessary skill. But Winch is far more interested 
in developing its pedagogical potential. "As an 
undergraduate student I was taught through lecture, 
but I learned the most when I studied with other 
people," he said. 

Winch, an athlete who often bikes the 13-mile 
round trip from home to campus, believes physics is 
like any sport or activity. One cannot teach it by 
telling alone; the learner must do it. Winch's imple
mentation of this immersion makes his courses akin 
to foreign language classes. 

Physics has its own vocabulary and rules for 
describing the behavior of the universe. Its language 
is simple but exact. "Practicing the language is a 
prerequisite to appreciating the differences between 
the ordinary usage of certain words and their mean
ing in a science context," Winch said. "For example, 
a person might say that they worked very hard on a 
given day but accomplished nothing. The physicist 
must contend that for the statement to be true, the 
person did no work." 

For sound pedagogical reasons, a language class 
requires students to read, write, and speak the 
language. Speaking physics precisely aids memori
zation of the vocabulary and rules of language. It 
also develops the capacity to think in the language. 

"The next step," said Winch, "is to articulate or 
explain the new language to someone else. The more 
comfortable we become using the language, the more 
familiar becomes the culture associated with it." 

Winch did not always teach in the manner he 
does today. "My generation of physics students 
learned by lecture and worked individually. New 
teachers tend to model how they have been taught, 
and I was no different," said Winch, who lectured a 
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great deal more at the beginning of his career than 
he does now. 

Reflecting upon and modifying one's pedagogi
cal approach is not always easy for teachers. "I like 
challenge and change," said Winch. "But both carry 
an element of fear that derives from the possibility 
of failure." 

In the classroom and laboratory, good teachers 
use what works well. But over time certain variables 
that influence the effectiveness of a particular teach
ing strategy change. A teacher's enthusiasm, for 
example, may wane when a strategy is no longer 
new. "Nevertheless," said Winch, "a comfort zone 
has been established, and it takes an act of will and 
the courage to risk failure to break out of that zone, 
to try something new." 

Currently Winch is experimenting with the use of 
Discus boards to enhance classroom discussions and 
to link physicists and physics students on two conti
nents. He is one of two Kalamazoo College professors 
who have begun to experiment with this computer 
technology, which allows for careful deliberation on 
issues and problems among individuals. 

Winch's Discus board, "The Scientific and Cul
tural Aspects of the Bicycle," is part of a program 
jointly sponsored by the US Department of Education 
and the European Community. A consortium of five 
US colleges and universities and five European uni
versities, the program unites physicists and physics 
students in collaborative investigations involving any 
aspect of the bicycle. The program also includes study 
abroad opportunities and workshops. 

In 31 years of teaching at Kalamazoo College 
(including four sabbaticals), Winch has but one 
regret-there are no mountains in Kalamazoo. His 
love of mountains comes from a restlessness to see 
further. That helps explain a key element of his suc
cess as a teacher-his passion to be widely engaged. 

Winch was a founding board member (his 
tenure continues to hold the record for duration) of 
the Kalamazoo Area Mathematics and Science 
Center (KAMSC), a magnet school for gifted high 
school math and science students. 



"Those early meetings, when we were launch
ing KAMSC, included college teachers, high school 
teachers, research scientists, community members, 
and interested parents," said Winch. "It was benefi
cial for me to explore the educational domain be
yond the College." 

This work eventually led to his involvement 
(first as a teacher and later as teacher and director) 
with ScienceGrasp, a national program that encour
ages elementary school teachers to use hands-on 
science teaching strategies in their classrooms. 

According to Winch, the annual program, which 
occurs at Kalamazoo College, has had an extraordi
nary impact on science teaching. "More than 100 
elementary teachers, initially science-shy, have 
learned to enliven science for students at a stage in 
their lives when attitudes toward science are 
formed, often irreversibly," said Winch. "About a 
half dozen of these teachers have been awarded the 
President's Award for science teaching." 

Teaching elementary school teachers to teach 
science has helped Winch become more effective in 
the college classroom. "It's broadened my view of 
the meaning of teaching and helped me think more 
creatively about the use of the concrete as a gateway 
to learning the abstract." 

Winch's love of mountains and the outdoors 
also explains his co-founding role in the College's 
Land/Sea orientation program. The 17-day chal
lenge occurs in the wilderness area of Killarney 
Provincial Park in Ontario, Canada. 

"The program helps students gain confidence 
and accept their responsibility to push the limits of 
the Kalamazoo College learning experience." 

Although not as actively involved in the 23-year 
program as he once was, Winch still is capable of 
surprising participants. According to one of the 
current Land/Sea faculty leaders, "You just never 
know when David may round a bend or emerge 
from the fog in his canoe." • 

According to Ed Thompson '43, the value of 
Kalamazoo College is the breadth of the learning 
experience. The liberal arts component of the 
K-Plan, manifest in "distribution requirements," 
engages students in diverse disciplines. 

"And many of us still retain the generalist's 
curiosity about subjects outside our chosen ma
jors," said Thompson. 

His suggestion: Ask professors to recommend 
three books in their fields of expertise that would 
appeal to nonspecialists with tender curiosities. 

Thank you, Ed Thompson. Quarterly begins 
its "Doorways" series, based on your suggestion, 
with Dave Winch, Professor of Physics, and 
Lisbeth Cant-Britton, Assistant Professor of 
English (see page 24). "Doorways" will be a regu
lar feature accompanying profiles of the teachers 
of Kalamazoo College. 

"! posed the recommendation question to five US 
colleagues, all physicists and all involved in physics 
education," said Winch. "And no one provided the 

same answer." 
Based on this collaborative list from colleagues and 

his own inclination, Winch suggested the following titles. 

A Brief History of Time by Stephen Hawking. 
According to Winch, Hawking has charmed the public 
with the face of physics. "It's a good book," he said. "But 
it will require some tenacity to complete. I know many 
who start but do not finish it." A physicist thinks and 
writes in a way the general public does neither. "Hawk
ing has made the transition as well as it can be made," 
said Winch. 

The Universe Is a Green Dragon by Brian 
Swimme. Like Hawking, Swimme's subject is cosmic 
creation. But his style, said Winch, is entirely different. 
The book follows a dialogue format, and the prose is 
quite poetic, according to Winch. "The personifications 
help make the subject accessible," he said. "Electrons 
'feel,' and the earth 'takes risks.' It's quite interesting." 

The Fascination of Physics by Jacqueline 
Spears and Dean Zollman. Though no longer in print, 
the book is associated with a story that amuses Winch. 
One day one of the authors received a phone call from a 
person who identified himself as a police officer. The 
caller said he had purchased a copy of the book for $10 
at a local bookstore, taken it home, and, fascinated, read 
it from cover to cover. He loved it so much that he felt 
compelled to call the author and tell him so, which he 
did. "So it made my list of three," said Winch. "What 
praise could be higher than a recommendation by the 
Riley County Police Department of Manhattan, Kansas." 
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ou need an ocean to teach "Song of Myself," 

Walt Whibnan's sprawling 19th-<:entury epic poem. Try 

to conjure it's loud yawp in a silent classroom and the poem 

will not surface. Kalamazoo College English professor Lisbeth 

Gant-Britton '68 knows this. So in addition to her lectures and 

traditional literary explication she spins an ocean from the holy 

vastnesses she has at hand. These include the timbre of her 

students' voices as they read the passages they have carefully 

chosen, those that have touched them most deeply; the music 

of Aaron Copeland's Appalachian Spring; the "Howl" of Allen 

Ginsburg, reborn in the open mouths of her students; and the 

jazz trumpet of Miles Davis. 

And sure enough, "Song of Myself" rises. Its beauty and glimpses of meaning flash like sunlight in the 

scales of some sea creature whose partial breach promises a much vaster bulk below. Another student reads, 

and the poem upheaves somewhere else, seemingly something else in its shifting skin of water and light. 

As they leave the Humphrey House classroom, the "US Lit II" students are energized as they slowly get 

their land legs back. 

Welcome to the classroom of Assistant ProfessorofEnglish Lisbeth Gant-Britton, teacher and experimenter. 

"I love teaching because its challenge demands continual experimentation," said Gant-Britton. Accord

ing to her, the challenge is threefold. 

First there is the sheer amount of information with which students must engage. "Twenty years ago, the 

body of important American literature was 20 years smaller," she said. "Technology has exploded the 

production of books and rapid exchange of information." 

Second, today' s society reinvents itself at a quicker pace. '"New' happens sooner than it did in the past," 

said Gant-Britton. "Both information and the way it is perceived change quickly. The best teaching anticipates 

the suddenness of 'new.' You have to experiment." 

Third, today's students tend to be more widely experienced than previous generations. Often they have 

read more books, attended more plays, and traveled to more countries. "If our parents lived these experiences, 

they often lived them at a much later time in their lives," said Gant-Britton. 
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FROM THE 1968 KALAMAZOO COLLEGE YEARBOOK, 
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LISBETH GANT·BRITTON '68, ENGLISH 

She meets this tripartite teaching challenge with 
a delicate balance between experimentation and the 
need to cover a specified body of material. 

"I use 'Howl', Copeland, and Miles Davis to 
teach Walt Whitman because I want students to see 
the connection of art across time and form," said 
Gant-Britton. "My pedagogy must de-compartmen
talize American literature, make it more holistic, 
and, in the process, release the light and heat of its 
excitement and relevance." 

The rigor of a 10-week survey course requires the 
judicious application of experimentation. "We cover 
all the basics," said Gant-Britton. "But creativity 
begets creativity. I see it in the student responses." 

Her "US Literature II" students work in teams 
of three. "From my experience in the business 
world, I know how much teamwork is valued and 
rewarded by employers." Group work allows for 
very practical lessons-such as blending three busy 
individual schedules-and deepens individuals' 
responses to works of literature. 

In Cant-Britton's class discussions, those re
sponses become an important focus. The text of a 
particular work is printed in the book. The articula
tion of students' engagement with that text Cant
Britton writes on the board, where it becomes the 
gateway to a deeper understanding of the work of 
art. "The meaning of 'Song of Myself,' for example, 

derives from the reaction that occurs between 
Whitman's words and a particular reader's experi
ence. Imagine two test tubes of clear liquids pouring 
into a third test tube where they combine to form a 
blue liquid. The 'blue' is the meaning of a work of 
literature." 

That explains why any work of literature, such 
as "Song of Myself," may mean one thing to a per
son at the age of 16 and something different to the 
same person years later. One element of the equa
tion has remained constant, but the other has 
changed. 

An Advanced Literature Senior Seminar titled 
"Literary Theory and Futuristic Fiction" remains one 
of Cant-Britton's most exciting experiments. 

"Based on their study of the course's corpus of 
literary theory and fiction, four teams of students 
each developed a scenario of US culture in the year 
2200 and defended in oral sessions the rationale 
behind their constructions." 

According to Gant-Britton, her pedagogical 
philosophy, which focuses on enhancing rather than 
shackling the imagination, reflects and extends the 
K-Plan. "My philosophy incorporates innovation so 
that students can perceive the relevance of literature 
to their task of living in and leading society in the 
future. And leadership means learning how to make 
constructive change." • 



• No one told a certain elementary school girl she 
shouldn't be able to write her own stories and produce 
her own plays. As a result, two extraordinary and con
nected events occurred. 

First, at the age of 10, Chicago native Lisbeth Gant
Britton did write her first story and produce her first play. 
And then, years later, she chose the K-Pian (twice). 

"Fortunately in my pre-college learning no one tied 
me down, no one made me narrow my possibilities, no 
one told me to think that the achievements which I call 
the 'wide-eyed reach-and-grasps' must inevitably be 
linked to certain stages of maturity," said Gant-Britton. 
"No one said that writing and producing a play, for 
example, had to wait until junior high or adulthood." 

Kalamazoo College's K-Pian seemed a perfect 
extension of that philosophy. "I chose Kalamazoo Col
lege, first as a student and later as a professor, because 
the K-Pian frees possibility, allowing its expression 
whenever and wherever." 

Four years after coming to Kalamazoo College, 
Gant-Britton graduated with a degree in French and a 
dream of seeing the world, practicing journalism, and 
teaching at the college level. 

11My passions sprang from a single source, a desire to 
communicate what I had learned to other people," she 
said. "Journalism is a form of teaching in which words are 
used to educate a wider audience about a particular issue. 
And if they are the right words, they may inspire people to 
take action and make beneficial change." 

New York City was the first stop of Gant-Britton's 
post-undergraduate journey, one that would eventually 
cover several countries, both US coasts, and many 
places between, before she returned to the journey's 
starting point, the Midwest and Kalamazoo College. 
While earning a master's degree at Columbia Univer
sity, Gant-Britton became a freelance writer for Essence 
magazine. She reached a major crossroads when Es
sence offered her a full-time position after she com
pleted her master's. 
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"I yearned to be a college professor," she said, "but 
the job with Essence allowed me to teach part-time at 
SUNY-Stoneybrook, so I chose that path in order to feed 
both passions." 

Essence promoted her to its West Coast Editor posi
tion, and she moved to Los Angeles. The new position 
included occasional television appearances. This led to 
her recruitment as a television news reporter, writer, and 
producer by Eyewitness News, an affiliate of the Ameri
can Broadcasting Company. 

"The image of a ladder never came to mind as I 
made these career choices," said Gant-Britton. "Rather it 
seemed each move amplified a podium from which more 
people could be reached with information required for 
positive change. Still, my dream of teaching full time at 
the college level never stopped smoldering." 

She nursed that flame with adjunct professorial work 
at the Claremont College's Pitzer College. But her jour
nalism workload precluded the time required to earn her 
doctorate. Then came the commission that eventually 
brought her back to teaching and to the Midwest. 

"I was asked to write a textbook on black history and 
culture targeted for senior high school students and col
lege freshmen," said Gant-Britton. "The editors wanted a 
lively, accessible text written in a journalistic style." 

For two years she researched and wrote African
American History: Heroes in Hardship, and the effort 
confirmed her desire to teach full time. The flame that 
had been smoldering now burned brightly. 

Her work on the book earned her a special com
mendation from the office of Los Angeles mayor, Tom 
Bradley. The philanthropic foundation of Toyota Motors, 
Inc., sponsored a US book signing tour that took Gant
Britton across the country to meetings and conferences of 
African-American organizations as well as US and state 
legislators. 

At the completion of the tour, Gant-Britton learned 
she had received a prestigious Eugene Cota-Robles 
fellowship from UCLA, and, with it, the opportunity to 



FAR LEFT: LISBETH CANT-BRITTON (SECOND FROM 

RIGHT) RECEIVED A CERTIFICATE OF COMMENDA

TION FROM THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES FOR HER 

WORK ON "AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY: HEROES 

IN HARDSHIP." 

LEFT: AT THE NAACP CONVENTION IN NASHVILLE, 

TENNESSEE, CANT-BRITTON (CENTER) PRESENTS AN 

AUTOGRAPHED COPY OF HER BOOK TO MRS. 

BENJAMIN HOOKS (RIGHT) . 

focus full time on earning her PhD. Her dream in full flame, 
Cant-Britton nourished it during her doctoral work by 
teaching at USC. 

Unbeknownst to Cant-Britton , the chairperson of her 
dissertation committee at UCLA received a request from a 
former colleague, Gai l Griffin, for candidates for an English 
professor position at Kalamazoo College. The chairperson 
thought of Cant-Britton, but was unaware of her previous 
Kalamazoo College connection. 

"In fact, that connection didn't surface until I submit
ted my materials for the initial interview," said Cant
Britton. "There were many candidates for the position." 

Likewise, there were many opportunities for Cant
Britton. "UCLA offered a teaching position with classes that 
would have included between 60 to 100 students," she said. 
"In that position I would have been the primary lecturer and 
overseen five teaching assistants. The TAs would conduct the 
small-group discussions and have greater direct interaction 
with the students. That position seemed more like a middle 
manager than a hands-on professor." 

Cant-Britton, however, wanted to return to the K-Pian. 
So when Kalamazoo College offered the position, she took 
it and has never looked back. 

11This College is shaped to allow a professor to be a 
teacher rather than a middle manager," she said. 

Cant-Britton currently teaches "US Literature II" (the 
second part of a survey course) as a hands-on seminar 
with a class size of 12. Her second class, "US Ethnic 
Literature: Chicano and African-American Literature," 
includes 23 students. 

"The beauty of the ethnic literature class is that the 
English department has allowed my colleague, Bruce Mills, 
and me to divide the course into two," said Cant-Britton. 
Bruce teaches the other component, which focuses on 
Asian-American and Native American literature." 

The two sections benefit students by broadening and 
deepening the content and by reducing the class sizes. This 
is typical of the strength of the liberal arts component of the 
K-Pian. • 

L iterature allows individuals to envision change. 
And that, according to Lisbeth Cant-Britton '68, is 
why it is so indispensable. She cited Margaret 

Mead: "Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is 
the only thing that ever has." 

"Whether it's a few people or one individual," said 
Cant-Britton, "voices for change will only be raised 
when a person can envision change, and literature is 
often the source of that vision." 

This notion helps explain Cant-Britton's "Door
ways" choices: the three books she would recommend to 
non-English majors who have a nascent interest in litera
ture. "Doorways" is her answer to this question: What 
three books are mostly likely to nurture a 'pilot light' of 
tender curiosity about an unfamiliar discipline rather 
than extinguish it? 

"My choices reflect my belief that decisions compose 
a river that exists out of time," said Cant-Britton. "Tradi
tionally, we think of ourselves as in the present. If we 
think about the future, it is something detached and 
belonging to others." 

For Cant-Britton the river image eliminates the us
them, present-future division and emphasizes the idea 
that decisions we make and actions we take at our place 
on the river shape the lives of those downriver. There
fore, we have a responsibility to envision "the down
river" as we make our decisions. 

Another influence evident in her choices is her 
scholarly specialization in 19th and 20th century futuris
tic literature. 

"But that is secondary," she said. "I chose these 
books because they will provoke thought. They will not 
let a mind remain complacent. They will sow seeds that 
will eventually catalyze change." 

Her choices follow. 

Beloved by Toni Morrison. "I love its theme of a 
will to power," said Cant-Britton. "Who could seem 
more powerless than a former slave who is nearly recap
tured? But by the end of the story, this character contem
plates change and conceives of herself as the person who 
can make a difference." 

The Things They Carried by Tim O'Brien. " All 
people, but young males in particular, are moved by this 
book's openness about the fear and pain associated with 
coming of age. A large part of that fear is powerlessness, 
and a major theme of this group of related stories is the 
necessity to take a stand in order to grow." 

Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep by 
Philip K. Dick. The movie Blade Runner was based upon 
this novel. "The image of a potentially devastated future 
comes largely from this text. It envisions a future of 
urban decay, a wasted natural environment, and the 
choking grasp of giant corporations," said Cant-Britton. 
"Yet it also poses the important question: Is such a 
future inevitable? Individuals may play a stronger role 
in the answer than we now think." 
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All Kalamazoo College alumni are related by virtue of one shared 
experience. One time in their lives they created a learning experience 
from the educational opportunities at Kalamazoo College. 

Regional alumni events are a chance for people who share this 
experience to come together, continue to learn from one another, and 
have a good time. They are a time to reminisce, to discover the changes 
that have occurred at the College, and to share and enjoy one another's 
company, often at a special event. 

Although regional in name, the gatherings are open to any alumni 
who may happen to be traveling in the area or who wish to make a 
special trip to join the festivities. The photos on these pages feature 
eight regional events that recently occurred in Arizona, California, and 
Texas. Many more are planned. The list on this page includes events 

through June, though event dates are subject to change. 
Invitations are sent through the mail. Or alumni 

f RQh may call the Office of Alumni Relations at 
~ •rt ~ (616) 337-7283, or visit the alumni web 

#~ j/!tt page at www.kzoo.edu/ aluminfo 
6: ~ 
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for updated information on 
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Upcoming regional #~~ 
alumni gatherings ~ O~ 
Many regional alumni events are planned for 1999. 
The following list provides preliminary information 
on events that will take place through June. Event 
dates are subject to change. Alumni will receive 
invitations to events in their area. You can call the 
alumni relations office at (616) 337-7283 or check the 
web page (www.kzoo.edu/aluminfo) for updated 
information on each event. 

APRIL 
16 Atlanta, Georgia 
17 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
18 Washington, DC 

MAY 
4 Denver, Colorado 
5 Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota 
6 St. Louis, Missouri 

20 Ann Arbor /Detroit, Michigan 

JUNE 2 

4 Lansing, Michigan 

In August, regional alumni events will occur in 
New York City and Kalamazoo. The dates are not 
yet determined. • 
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The Sculpture Gardens of the San Diego Museum of Art are the backdrop for a short 
talk regarding the current state of Kalamazoo College by President James F. Jones, Jr. 

(jar right). Alumni and friends include (l-r): Don Ambrose, Susan Ambrose, Lynne Eddy 
'66, David Smith, Helena Bray '71, Aileen Gum, Michael Moynihan '84, and 
Gabriele Prater. Twenty people attended the event, which included a special tour 
of the museum by Holly Witchey '83. A reception followed, hosted by Anne '73 
and Dave '73 Fege. 

The Arizona Inn of Tuscan was the venue for a southern Arizona gather
ing of Kalamazoo graduates. Guests included (l-r): front row---Jerre 

(Locke) James '56, Dorothy (Young) Nasoni '57, Jane Morgan '47, Ruth Anderson 
'36, Allie Gaither-Banchoff, and Kelli Gaither-Banchoff '92; second row-Nancy 
Tomlinson '62, Dean Morgan '49, Charlotte (Mathews) Keating '49, Gayle 
Venner '69, John Evans '69, and Kevin Gaither-Banchoff'91; back row-Donald 
Anderson '33, Donald James, Chrystle Aurand, Erin Byrnes '95, Kenneth Keating, 
and Guy Venner. 

Thirty-six San Francisco area alumni enjoyed the warmth and hospitality 
of Judy '57 and Jim Shoolery. The couple hosted a reception in their Pacific 

coast home at Half Moon Bay. Pictured are (l-r): Paula DeVos '90, Nancy Mennel, 
and David Kessler '70. 
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Denise Merson '95 
gave a special tour of 

the Getty Center as part of the 
Los Angeles area alumni 
event. A reception followed at 
the Bel-Air Bar & Grill. More 
than 50 guests attended the 
event. Pictured on the 
outdoor walkways of the 
Getty are (l-r): Robert Fralick 
'96, Mindy Bradish '98, Jeff 

Daly '95, and M. Rachel Babcock '91. 

Twelve people attended the 
Phoenix-area alumni event held 

at the Scottsdale Plaza and Resort. 
Flanking Keith Baum '80 are Lynn 
Jackson (left), College Advancement, and 
Cathy Todd, Alumni Relations. 

The Melrose Hotel in Dallas was 
the site for an alumni regional 

event attended by 23 Dallas-area 
9 residents. Pictured are (l-r): Emma 

Yovonie, a prospective Kalamazoo 
College student, John Bowen '90, Jere Sinnah-Yovonie '73, and Darlene Yovonie. 

Frederick (Fritz) Wolff '30 and his wife Betty were special guests at the Houston-area 
alumni event. Fritz will celebrate his 70th class reunion during Commencement 

Weekend 2000. A total of 15 guests attended the Houston gathering at the Clubhouse in The 
Park at Vanderbilt. 

Hosts of the Houston alumni event were (l-r ): 
Richard '68, Susan '97, and Mary Yehle. 

Regional alumni events mean that friends get together. Carolyn Dunlap '80 (left) 
catches up with Dianne Wilier-Sly '80 during the Austin-area event. Fifteen attended 

the festivities at the Malaga Wine and Tapas Bar in Austin. 
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stinguished alumni award recipients 
hree Kalamazoo College alumni and a longtime professor and 

coach na\1 e.uned special College awards. They were honored at a March 
~y in~elles Hall. 

P. Ratmld Spann '65 and Renee Askins '81 each received the Distinguished 
~ement Award, given to alumni who have earned national or interna
tional recognition in their professional field. Albert L. Deal '37 received the 
Distinguished Service Award, given for exceptional personal contributions to 
the College. George Acker, whose Kalamazoo career as a professor and coach 
spanned 36 years, received the Weimer K. Hicks Award for support of College 
programs beyond the call of duty. 

P. Ronald Spann '65 graduated from 
Kalamazoo College with a degree in 
Spanish/Linguistics, a pursuit that, 
according to Spann, contributed 
indirectly but helpfully to his decision 
to pursue ordination as an Episcopal 
priest. 

"After my first two years of 
seminary, I took a year [1968-69] to live 
and serve in coastal Guatemala. As a 
volunteer in charge of a mission station 
in a Caribbean seaport, I learned a 
good deal about my pastoral skills 

kept the units affordable for low
income individuals and families. In 
1993 CMHC completed renovation of 
two more apartment buildings. 
Combined, the four buildings provide 
nearly 200 apartments. CMHC has 
helped with the initial development of 
new housing construction (about 
200 new units) for senior citizens and 
lower income families. It has com
pleted construction of two new 
townhouses (about 30 units) and is 

and became convinced I would be 
happy doing pastoral work. Up to 
that point, I wasn't sure that I 
should pursue ordination," said 
Spann. 

"The 'K' Plan's language study 
and time abroad prepared me to 
immerse myself in Guatemala and 
gain value from my time there that 
would have escaped me without 
those undergraduate experiences." 

Spann was ordained and 
earned his master's of divinity in 
theology in 1970 from Episcopal 
Divinity School and later was a 
Fellow at the Center for Faith 
Development at Emory University. 

In 1971 Spann became Rector 
of the Church of the Messiah, a 122-
year-old inner-city church in 
Detroit. Under his leadership, the 
members formed the Church of the 
Messiah Housing Corporation 
(CMHC). It purchased and reno
vated two apartment buildings and 

The Reverend P. Ronald Spann writes of this picture, 
"It was taken of me and my best clergy friend at work 
on a community project back in '92 or '93. It always 
makes us smile-he was rector of the main parish in 
Grosse Pointe, Michigan; I was rector of an inner dty 
Detroit parish, and our clothing styles said it all." 
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developing plans for another 150 units. 
CMHC administers the Neighbor

hood Opportunity Funds (NOF). NOF 
has dispersed more than $2,500,000 for 
various repairs and projects in inner 
city homes. 

Spann served as the first president 
of the Island view Village Development 
Corporation (IVDC), which has 
enlisted four additional churches as 
well as several other nonprofit and for
profit agencies as members. IVDC 

complements the work of CMHC 
to create affordable housing and 
encourage home ownership as well 
as business economic development. 

Spann's work has been widely 
praised. His honors and awards 
include the Malcom Dade Lecture
ship, an honorary canon from St. 
Paul's Cathedral Church, and the 
Community Builder of the Year 
Award given by the Schiffman 
Foundation and the Economic 
Justice Commission of the Diocese 
of Michigan. He has published 
many articles, including pieces in 
Sojourners, Liturgy, and The Witness. 
He was the interview subject of the 
chapter "Urban Theology," which 
appeared in the book Detroit Lives. 

Luel Simmons '42 nominated 
Spann for the Distinguished 
Achievement Award. "Few people 
have been as successful as Ron in 
making genuine urban change that 
has benefited so many families and 
so many lives," said Simmons. 



Renee Askins '81 credits her senior 
individualized project (SIP) and study 
abroad as the undergraduate experi
ences that most affected her career. 

Her SIP involved work with 
captive wolves and became a driving 
force behind her subsequent efforts to 
return wolves to the Yellowstone 
ecosystem, where they had formerly 
thrived but from which they had been 
wiped out in the early 1900s. 

"Many of the values and ap
proaches that influenced my post
graduate work with wolves and 
people were shaped by my experience 
in Africa," said Askins. 

"In Africa I experienced the real 
meaning of democracy," she said. "I 
lived among people who have 
endured the repression and poverty 
of dictatorships, and I witnessed their 
hunger for true representation and 
self-rule. The experience created my 
fierce belief in the underpinnings of 
democracy." 

Africa taught her much more. 
"My time there influenced my belief 
that democratic methods, like listen
ing and consensus building, would, if 
approached with patience, prevail 
and benefit wolves. It took nearly 
twenty years, but in the end those 
methods did prevail." 

She graduated from Kalamazoo 
College with a bachelor's degree in 
biology and earned a master's degree 
in wildlife ecology at Yale University. 

Askins dedicated nearly 20 years 
of her life to returning wolves to 
.Yellowstone National Park. She had 
to work often in the face of deter
mined opposition. She founded The 
Wolf Fund, a nonprofit organization 
solely devoted to the return of wolves 
to Yellowstone. Its charter included a 
unique sunset clause: upon achieve
ment of the goal, The Wolf Fund 
would shut down. 

The Wolf Fund's work included 
lectures, lobbying, program develop
ment, and general public education 
activities. The organization was 
featured in Time, Parade, and The New 
York Times. Askins or other members 

of the Wolf Fund have 
appeared on "NBC 
Nightly News," "The 
Today Show," CBS, CNN, 
and an ABC prime-time 
special. 

The campaign reached 
fruition on March 22, 1995, 
when seventeen wolves 
were released from 
acclimation pens into 
Yellowstone. The Wolf 
Fund closed its doors 
within an hour of the first 
wolf's release. 

Askins became a 
celebrity in environmental 
circles. The US Secretary of 
the Interior, Bruce Babbit, 
calls her the 'den mother' 
of world restoration. 

Askins has served on 
many other wildlife 
projects. She worked on 
several projects for the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
and served as a consultant 
for the Defenders of 
Wildlife and the Greater 
Yellowstone Coalition. She 
has been an Exhibit 
coordinator for 
Yellowstone National Park 
and an outreach coordina
tor for the Teton Science 
School. And she has 
worked as a wildlife 
technician for several 

Renee Askins in 1979 (top) during her SIP at a captive 
animal research facility in Battle Ground, Indiana, and 
(bottom) more recently in Yellowstone National Park. 

organizations, including 
Biota Research and Consulting, the 
Wildlife Research Institute, and 
Bridger-Teton National Forest. 

A skilled practitioner of the 
delicate art of observation in the 
natural world, Askins also possesses a 
powerful and effective ear. "I listen 
very closely to others because it 
creates trust," she said. "When people 
feel heard, they are willing to listen." 

Askins' awards include the 
Sussman Fellowship for natural 
resource writing and the Outdoor 
Writers of America writing scholar
ship, both of which she earned while 

at Yale University. She is currently at 
work on a book about the relationship 
between humans and animals. 

Frances Coover '68 nominated 
Askins for the Distinguished Achieve
ment Award. "Renee follows the 
tradition of "K" alumni involved in 
beneficial world-shaping events. We 
should not underestimate her works 
on behalf of wolves and humans. That 
work represents a major shift in how 
we think about the West and about 
our natural world," said Coover. 
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Albert Deal in his 1937 graduation picture and today. 

Deal was elected to the 
Representative Council of 
the Michigan High School 
Athletic Association and 
served that body as 
member, vice president, 
and president. He has been 
an appointed member of 
various committees of the 
Michigan Association of 
School Administrators. 
Presently, he is treasurer of 
the School Administrators 
Political Action Committee. 

In 1987, Deal was 
presented an honorary 
Doctor of Laws degree 
from Olivet College. The When Albert Deal '37 enrolled at 

Kalamazoo College, its motto was 
'A Fellowship in Learning.' 

"The rapport between students 
and faculty was extraordinary," said 
Deal. "Professors challenged us, but 
they also were understanding." At 
Kalamazoo, Deal played on the 
basketball team, and he was the 
trainer and equipment manager for 
the College's 1936 undefeated football 
team. 

According to Deal, Kalamazoo 
College planted and nurtured the 
seed that flowered into his lifelong 
commitment to learning. 

He graduated from Kalamazoo 
College with a bachelor's degree in 
history and went on to earn his 
master's in educational administra
tion from the University of Michigan. 
He was a commissioned officer in the 
US Naval Armed Guard in World 
War II, during which he saw duty in 
both the Atlantic and Pacific war 
operations. 

His distinguished career in 
Michigan public education spanned 
40 years. He served with four Michi
gan public school districts as superin
tendent. 

For 20 years he was commissioner 
of the Michigan Intercollegiate 
Athletic Association, and during his 
tenure men's and women's athletics 

" programs were placed under a 
common governance structure. 

following year he was inducted into 
the Michigan Education Hall of Fame. 

Deal's recognition of the value of 
learning both to the learner and the 
community drove his career. And 
throughout that career, he always 
gave back to the College from which 
he believed he had received so much. 
He earned the Kalamazoo College 
Emeritus Club's "Citation of Merit" in 
1988. He became a member of the 
Emeritus Club board of directors in 
1991, and in 1993 served as its presi
dent. In 1995, he was voted into the 
College's Athletic Hall of Fame. Deal 
continues to serve as class agent for 
the Class of 1937, and one of his 
stepsons, Donald H. Jones, graduated 
from Kalamazoo College in 1981. 
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George Acker joined the faculty of 
Kalamazoo College in 1959 as a 
physical education instructor and 
tennis coach. Thirty-six years later, he 
retired as Professor of Physical 
Education and tennis coach. During 
that span at various times he coached 
wrestling, football, and cross-country. 

He left a teaching and coaching 
position at Northern Illinois Univer
sity, where he earned his bachelor's 
and master's degrees, to come to 
Kalamazoo College. "I was able to 
teach a greater number of activity 
classes at Kalamazoo College. And I 
loved them because I came to know 
most of the students in the school," 
said Acker. "Kalamazoo College was 
the place where I wanted to be. The 
students were eager to learn and 
possessed great attitudes, and the 
environment was a size conducive to 
excellent teaching." 

Acker estimates he recruited 
more than 800 students to the College. 
"And many who were unable to 
attend for one reason or another later 
indicated to me that Kalamazoo had 
been their first choice." 

Acker is best known for his 
accomplishments as a tennis coach. 
His tennis teams posted a 209-1 MIAA 
dual meet record and an overall534-
231-2 mark. His teams won seven 
NCAA Division III championships 
(including three consecutive, 1991-93) 
since the onset of national competi-

George Acker 
exhibited extraordi
nary rapport with 
the tennis players he 
coached and the 
students he taught. 
He is one of the most 
successful tennis 
coaches in the world. 



tion in 1976. Acker coached 35 All
Americans, 19 MIAA Most Valuable 
Players, and 13 MIAA Stowe Sports
manship Award Winners. 

He was named NCAA Division 
III coach of the year in 1982 and 1991, 
and Division III coach of the decade of 
the 1980s. In 1986 he was named to 
Northern Illinois University's athletic 
hall of fame and received the Lucasse 

lectureship for outstanding teaching 
at Kalamazoo College. A city street 
and a tennis court bear his name; he 
has been the subject of numerous 
articles in major sports publications; 
and his family was named the USTA 
tennis family of the year in 1974. 

With that success came numerous 
opportunities to leave Kalamazoo 
College. He was offered management 

AN OPEN INviTATION 

positions of indoor tennis facilities 
during the sport's 1970s boom. He 
received many entreaties to coach at 
Division I schools. "I appreciated 
these offers because they tested my 
passion for Kalamazoo College," said 
Acker. "I was always very happy to 
decline them." • 

In 1851 at Kalamazoo College the Sherwood Rhetorical Society (Sigma Rho 
Sigma) was founded, the first fraternity west of the Appalachian 
Mountains. Over the decades, six more societies were founded, three for 
men and three for women. The last was a men's society, the Delmega 
Society, founded during the 1960-61 academic year. 

In 1971 all seven societies went out of existence. In the 1990s two of 
them have been reestablished as alumni organizations. Reunions have 
been held. 

We invite members of the other five societies to reestablish themselves, 
as we have done. We have found it rewarding and lots of fun to get 
together again as members of Kalamazoo College societies. 

Sincerely, 

E. Turner Lewis '63 
SHERWOOD RHETORICAL SOCIETY 

Richard DeTar '67 
DELMEGA SOCIETY 

--&?/LJ-
Harry Garland '68 

DELMEGA SOCIETY 
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Alumni Association Executive Board election nominations 
The Kalamazoo College Alumni Association will 
hold an election in the spring of 2000 to fill the 
following Executive Board positions: president, 
secretary, and three at-large members. In addition, 
two alumni will be selected for recommendation to 
the Board of Trustees as alumni trustees. 

The nominating committee of the Executive 
Board seeks to provide appropriate representation of 
the alumni body by selecting candidates who are 
diverse in terms of age, gender, race, regional 
representation, and skills. Candidates should have 

Know your Alumni Association 
Executive Board ... 

Amy Courter '83, President J 
L. West Nelson 11'81, Vice President -----' 

Bonnie Wachter Swenby '69, Secretary ----......1 

Kevin Howley '81, Past President 
(photo not available) 

demonstrated an interest in the College through 
active participation in class reunions, regional 
activities, or volunteer programs of the College such 
as new student recruitment, career development 
assistance, or fund raising. 

To nominate someone for a position on the 
Executive Board, please obtain a nomination form 
from the Office of Alumni Relations, Kalamazoo 
College, 1200 Academy Street, Kalamazoo, MI 49006. 
Or call (616) 337-7282. To receive full consideration, 
nominations should be received by July 1. • 

Reunion Weekends Update 

Commencement/Emeritus 
Weekend '99 
June 11·13 

Class of 1939 · 60th Reunion 
Class of 1944 · 55th Reunion 
Class of 1949 · 50th Reunion 

Homecoming Weekend '99 
October 1 5·1 7 

Class of 1954 
Class of 1959 
Class of 1964 
Class of 1969 
Class of 1 97 4 
Class of 1979 
Class of 1984 
Class of 1989 
Class of 1994 

45th Reunion 
40th Reunion 
35th Reunion 
30th Reunion 
25th Reunion 
20th Reunion 
15th Reunion 
1Oth Reunion 
5th Reunion 

Mark your calendar and plan to join your 
classmates. Hotel space is always at a premium, 
so make your plans and reservations early. 
Watch for details in the mail or visit our web site. 

Alumni awards nominations welcome 
Kalamazoo College alumni may submit nominations for alumni awards throughout the year. 

Nominations are reviewed on the following schedule: 

Weimer K. Hicks, Distinguished Service, and 
Distinguished Achievement Awards: Summer/Fall 

Emeritus Club Citations of Merit: Summer /Fall 

Athletic Hall of Fame: Winter /Spring 

Information regarding criteria for these awards may be obtained from the Office of Alumni Relations. 
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WITH A KALAMAZOO COLLEGE CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY, YOU CAN ... 
•!• Increase and stabilize your income -fixed payments up to 12 percent 
•!• Create an income tax deduction- save taxes 
•!• Reduce capital gains and estate taxes 
•!• Enjoy partially tax-free income -based on full asset value 

DO YOU OWN STOCK IN ONE OR MORE OF THESE COMPANIES? 
The Coca-Cola Company 

The Gillette Company 
Kellogg Company 

McDonald's Corporation 
Microsoft Corporation 

National City Corporation 
PepsiCo, Inc. 

•!• Proctor & Gamble 
•!• Pharmacia & Upjohn, Inc. 
•!• Ralston Purina Company 
•!• Stryker Corporation 
•!• Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. 
•!• Walt Disney Company 
•!• Waste Management, Inc. 

If you own these or other appreciating, low-dividend stocks, you can make their full value 
produce income for you with a CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY from Kalamazoo College. 
You will also have the satisfaction of helping young women and men build a Kalamazoo 
College learning experience that fits their individual talents and dreams. Kalamazoo College 
is the nation's leader in study abroad opportunities and experiential, liberal arts education. 

For a free, creative, and personal illustration, contact : 

John Heerspink 
Kalamazoo College 
1200 Academy Street 
Kalamazoo, MI 49006-3295 

PHONE (616) 337-7300 
FAX (616) 337-7305 

E-MAIL jcheer@kzoo.edu 



Guidelines 
The Kalamazoo College Quarterly 
does not print the following infor
mation in "Class Notes": 

• business addresses and phone 
numbers 

• information about events that 
have not yet taken place or for 
which we do not have the final 
results, such as engagements, 
pregnancies, and political races 

• children's accomplishments, 
unless they are related to 
Kalamazoo College in some 
way; e.g., current or past stu
dents. (We are happy to include 
the names and ages of your 
children who are living at 
home.) 

• weight and length of babies 
• information about pets 

Photographs of alumni that will 
translate well to black-and-white 
are published as space allows. Do 
not send photos that you wish to 
have returned. We will print wed
ding photos, but prefer that they be 
of the bride and groom only. If 
alumni are pictured, please provide 
complete names and class years. 
This information will be included 
in the caption as space permits. We 
cannot print lists of alumni in at
tendance if they are not accompa
nied by a photo. Please note that 
we publish baby photos only if 
space allows. 

When sending marriage an
nouncements, please give the full 
names of both people and the pre
ferred married names. 

Submissions for "Class Notes" 
will be printed according to the 
schedule that appears on page 36. 
Your information must be in writ
ing. You can mail us the form in
cluded in each issue of the 
Quarterly, fax a note to us at (616) 
337-7305, write a few lines on the 
envelope that comes with your 
Annual Fund pledge card, or send 
e-mail to jvsweden@kzoo.edu. 

If you have any questions about 
our "Class Notes" policies, please 
write to Jim VanSweden, Director 
of College Communication, 
Kalamazoo College, 1200 Academy 
Street, Kalamazoo, MI 49006-3295. • 

KEEP US POSTED 
Do you have information you'd like us to include in "Class Notes"? 
Please send the details, printed clearly, to: 

Kalamazoo College 
Director of College Communication 
1200 Academy Street 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49006-3295 
FAX (616) 337-7305 · E-MAIL jvsweden@kzoo.edu 

0 Please update my records and publish in "Class Notes." 
0 Please update my records and publish in "Class Notes," 

but DO NOT publish on the College web site. 
0 Please update my records but DO NOT PUBLISH. 

Death (Please include class year and complete date of death) _________ _ 

News ______________________________________________________ __ 

Your submission may be edited for style, clarity, or length. Photographs will be published 
as space allows. Please do not send photos that you wish to have returned. 

Name Class of 

Home Address ( 0 New) 

City State ZIP+4 

Area Code/ Home Telephone ( 0 New) 

Electronic Mail Address 

0 Please DO NOT publish my home address/phone number/e-mail address in Class Notes. 

0 Please publish my home address/phone number/e-mail address on the World Wide Web. 

Business/Employer 

Occupation /Title 

Business/Work Address ( 0 New) 

City State ZIP+4 

Area Code/ Work Telephone ( 0 New) 
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If an item becomes unavailable, a substitution is 
made only after contacting the person placing 

the order. Please include a phone number 
where you can be reached if we have a 
question regarding your order. Prices are 
subject to change without notice. If for any 

reason you are not satisfied with any item 
ordered, you can return it within 30 days to receive 

a replacement or a refund of your original purchase price. Address 
inquiries or returns to: Director, Kalamazoo College Bookstore, 
1200 Academy Street, Kalamazoo, MI 49006-3295. 

1. Gray tee shirt, black lettering, 90% cotton, Cotton Exchange 
M, L, XL, ................................................................................. M·XL $11.95, XXL $13.50 

2. Black tee shirt, Hornet symbol, 100% cotton, Gear 
M, L, XL, XXL ........................................................................................................ $13.95 

3. Gray sweatshirt, orange & black lettering and seal, 80% cotton, Gear 
M, L, XL, XXL ................................................ M-XL $27.95, XXL $28.95, XXXL $31.95 

4. Gray hooded sweatshirt, zipper, black lettering, 80% cotton, Cotton Exchange 
M, L, XL, XXL ........................................................................ M-XL $ 31 .95, XXL $33.50 

5. Gray sweatpants, black lettering, 80% cotton, Cotton Exchange 
M, L, XL, XXL ........................................................................ M-XL $24.50, XXL $25.50 

6. Gray sweatshirt with alumni logo, 80% cotton, Gear 
L, XL, XXL ............................................................................................................. $3().00 

7. Mesh shorts, in orange, white, or black, 100% nylon, Cotton Exchange 
M, L, XL, XXL ......................................................................... M-XL $17.95, XXL $18.95 

8. Gray tee shirt, black & gray lettering, alumni design, 100% cotton 
M, L, XL, XXL ........................................................................................................ $10.95 

9. Black mesh shorts, white lettering across rear, 100% nylon, Cotton Exchange 
M, L, XL, XXL ......................................................................... M-XL $16.95, XXL $18.95 

10. Baseball hats, one size: 
Corduroy, white or black with Hornets .................................................................. $ 8.95 
Black with orange "K" ............................................................................................ $11.50 
Black with white lettering ...................................................................................... $13.00 
Gray with alumni ................................................................................................... $15.95 

11 . Baby bib, white terry cloth, black & orange lettering ............................................. $4.95 
12. Child's hooded sweatshirt, gray with orange lettering, 50/50 blend 

6m, 12m, 18m, 2T, 4T ........................................................................................... $14.95 
YS, YM, YL ............................................................................................................ $18.95 

13. Orange one-piece playsuit with white collar, 50/50 blend 
6m, 12m, 18m, 2T ................................................................................................. $17.95 

14. Black pennant, black & orange lettering ................................................................ $7.00 
15. Large black or creme tankard, gold lettering & seal ............................................ $11.95 

16. Tall black or creme ceramic coffee mug, gold lettering & seal .............................. $9.95 
17. Short black or creme ceramic coffee mug, gold lettering & seal ........................... $5.95 
18. Gray insulated mug ................................................................................................. $5.95 

19. Frisbees: 
White or black with orange lettering and design .................................................... $5.75 
Night-glow ............................................................................................................... $6.50 
UV (turns purple in sunlight) ................................................................................... $5.95 

20. Spalding Pro-flite golf balls, orange & black College seal, box of 3 ..................... $6.95 
21 . License plate frames, choose alumni or est. 1833 ................................................ $6.95 
22. Black playing cards with gold College seal ............................................................ $5.95 

23. Small stuffed animals wearing orange College !-shirt (moose, giraffe, duck, 
frog, owl, cow, white kitten, black kitten, lion, tiger, elephant, dog, bear) ............ $7.00 

Also Available (not pictured) 

24. Kalamazoo College sports socks: 
Navy or orange women's tennis socks ................................................................... $4.95 
All white or white with polka dots ........................................................................... $4.95 

25. Cross pens and sets with College seal ................................................ $24.00 to $95.00 
26. Kalamazoo College Christmas ornaments 

Standard bulb in silver, orange, or white ................................................................ $6.95 
Pew1er wreath with College seal .......................................................................... $12.95 

27. Kalamazoo College stadium blankets .................................................................. $36.25 

28. Kalamazoo College flags 
2' x 3' Black with orange "K" ................................................................................. $17.95 
4' x 6' Black with orange "K" ................................................................................. $25.95 
4' x 6' Half black, half orange with black "K", orange "K" ..................................... $32.50 

29. Assorted Kalamazoo College decals, magnets, key chains ...................... $.99 to $8.95 

Not all items described at left are pictured. 
Call the bookstore at (676) 337-7317 with any questions. 

Name ----------------------------------------~ 
Address----------------------------------------

City State ZIP Code ____ _, 

Area Code/Phone ( _____ _ 

Item No. Quantity Size Color Unit Price Total 

Subtotal 

Michigan Residents Add Sales Tax (6%) 

Please add $4.50 shipping/handling for 
one item and $1.50 for each additional 
item mailed to the same address. 

Shipping/Handling 

Total 

Mail to: Director, Kalamazoo College Bookstore 
1200 Academy Street 
Kalamazoo, Ml 49006-3295 

E-mail to: kelemen@kzoo.edu 

To charge your purchase ($10 minimum), complete the 
information below. 

Please charge $ _____ ___ to my 

I V/Si I [il 
Card No: ___ _ 

Expiration Date: _____ _ 

Cardholder Signature 








