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In this annual report issue of the Kalamazoo College Quarterly, we also take an

in-depth look at four students from the Class of 1997. Andrew Skulan, Eve
Balderson, Rene "Kip" Adrian, and Elizabeth Lindau (clockwise, from upper
left) decided to tackle double majors during their careers at Kalamazoo
College. Contributing writer Paul N. Samra reports on where they've been
and where they're going!
Photography by Anthony James Dugal © 1997
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to maintain accuracy in the list of donors.
Should an error have occurred in your listing, please accept our apologies
and conlacl us at (616) 337-7292.

A Message from President ]ames F. ]ones, ]r.
Recently, I had cause to celebrate the first anniversary of
the day on which I was given the distinct honor of
becoming the sixteenth president of Kalamazoo College.
During these initial 12 months, Jan and I have had the
pleasure of meeting many of you, the alumni and many
friends of our College. We plan to meet even more of you
in the months ahead.
In our travels across the country, we have been
graciously received by so many of you whose lives have
been touched by this College. We thank you for your
extension of friendship and for the obvious devotion you
display toward this great institution.
In this, the annual report issue of the Quarterly, I am
also afforded an opportunity to express my appreciation
to all of you for your generosity to our College. Thanks to your
financial support, we shall continue to work steadfastly to help
Kalamazoo College realize its full potential as we enter the next
millennium.
Be assured that your investment in this College is a wise one.
Unlike the stock market, we have no Dow Jones to measure our gains,
but there are many other indicators available.
I am a firm believer that an institution's worth can be gauged by
the people it entrusts to carry out its values, and in our case it is
evident that we have many "blue-chip" performers. During the past
year a number of our most valued colleagues have been rewarded for
their outstanding service. Marilyn La Plante, experiential education,
and Tom Ponto, business and finance, were elevated to vice
presidential status, while Joellen Silberman was promoted to dean of
enrollment. Additionally, Lisa Palchick was promoted to the critical
post of director of information services.
Many new faces have joined our ranks as well. In perhaps the
most important appointment I will make during my tenure here,
Gregory S. Mahler began duties as provost of Kalamazoo College this
past July. Professor Mahler joined the College after serving as chair of
the department of political science at the University of Mississippi. We
are indeed fortunate to have Greg with us as our chief academic officer.
The 1996-97 year was made truly historic by the munificent
gestures of several individuals. Since October 1996, our College has
received no fewer than five gifts of one million dollars or more. In this
issue you will read about two of the most recent gifts. One is a
$1.3 million bequest from Theodore and Dorothy Fandrich, to be used
in part to fund library acquisitions.
The other benefaction almost defies description. In an example of
philanthropy at its most profound, the late Margaret Varney willed her
estate-valued at more than $17 million-to more than 20 Kalamazooarea organizations, one of which was Kalamazoo College. Remarkably,
Margaret insisted that these gifts remain anonymous until her recent
death .
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All of these unselfish gestures will help to ensure a bright future
for Kalamazoo College and make it possible for the members of our
community to continue to experience the many successes that occur
here each day.
One example of these triumphs is detailed in this issue. Four
members of the Class of 1997 are among the growing number of
students who have chosen to major in two areas of study. The rewards
for their ambition have already been considerable. One student is th e
recipient of a National Science Foundation predoctoral fellowship,
while another has captured a prestigious Watson Foundation grant to
study woodworking in Poland and Sweden. The potential for these
recent graduates and the entire Class of 1997 is incredible and should
mirror those of you who have benefitted from a Kalamazoo College
education in the past.
The generosity of many individuals has also made it possible for
this College to work very hard in recent months on a number of
important campus projects. The renovation of the Harmon, Severn, and
Crissey residence halls was completed prior to the start of our
academic year, and the extensive renovation of Dewing Hall is well
under way. This revamping of one of our most critical classroom
buildings will be well worth the effort. When completed, the first floor
of Dewing will house offices for career development, our Center for
International Programs, and our distinguished experiential education
program.
The Dewing renovation is being made possible in part by a pair of
$1 million gifts, one from the Kellogg Company and the other from an
anonymous donor who made the gift in honor of trustee emeritus
Dean Richardson. I am indeed gratified by these exceptional acts of
philanthropy.
Another vital undertaking is the wiring project for the campus
computing network. All of the College's residence halls were wired for
the Internet prior to the start of fall quarter, with individual computer
hookups taking place during the fall. Additionally, more than 100 new
PCs have been, or will be soon, installed on campus, and a new
campus-wide network has been put into place. All of these advances
will bring significant improvements to the learning environment here.
I am grateful to Lisa Palchick and her information services team for
tackling these immense tasks.
My thanks go out to all of you for your continued support as we
work to make sure that this College achieves all of its goals as we enter
the twenty-first century. Most assuredly, this will not be possible
without your enduring assistance.
There is no better investment than education, and in my view
there is no better undergraduate education than that offered by
Kalamazoo College.

\~ .. 1-. t~·
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COLLEGE RECEIVES $3.87 MILLION FROM VARNEY TRUST
Margaret H. Varney, a caring
woman responsible for
exceptional philanthropy, has
given more than $17 million to
Kalamazoo area nonprofit
organizations. Varney, who
passed away in Kalamazoo on
June 8 at the age of 94, left a
charitable trust designating
gifts to more than two dozen
beneficiaries.
In 1991, Varney established the charitable trust and
asked Kalamazoo College to serve as the trustee.
President Jones announced the trust at a June 19
news conference.
"Throughout her life, Mrs. Varney displayed her
generosity to the area community in numerous
ways," said President Jones. "Due to the charitable
trust established by Mrs. Varney, this generosity will
live on for many years."
Principal beneficiaries of the trust include the
Bronson Health Foundation, which will receive more
than $4 million; Kalamazoo College, approximately
$3.87 million in unrestricted support; Olivet College,
more than $1.5 million for endowment support; and
the First Congregational Church of Kalamazoo, more
than $1.5 million for endowment support.
The gift to Kalamazoo College is the largest the
College has received from an individual in its 164year history. It will be used toward financing the
Olds-Upton Science Hall renovation.

Born in Custer, Michigan, in 1902, Margaret
Varney graduated from Bronson School of Nursing
and became an operating room nurse at Bronson
Methodist Hospital. She was a member of the First
Congregational Church and a charter member of the
Ladies of the Symphony.
Varney has been a strong supporter of education, establishing scholarship funds for Kalamazoo
College, Olivet College, and Bronson Methodist
Hospital Nurses Alumni. In 1964, Varney and her
second husband, who preceded her in death in 1974,
established the Franklin G. and Margaret H. Varney
Scholarship Fund at Kalamazoo College.
In addition to the scholarship fund, Margaret
Varney had other ties to Kalamazoo College. Her
stepson, Dr. Roger Varney, graduated from
Kalamazoo in 1934, and in 1984 her gift helped the
College install eight tower bells in Stetson Chapel.
Jacob C. Baas, former Kalamazoo College vice
president of development, helped Varney establish
the charitable trust six years ago.
"Margaret wanted to make sure that the gifts
were anonymous, that no one would know of these
gifts until after her death," said Baas. "Her interest
was in making life better for the people of our
community, and she really didn't care about receiving credit for it. Recognition was not something she
sought."
As President Jones noted, "Rarely has one
individual done so much to help his or her neighbors. This unselfish gift to the entire Kalamazoo-area
community is truly remarkable." •

COLLEGE ANNOUNCES FANDRICH GIFT OF $1.3 MILLION
Students and faculty of Kalamazoo College will benefit from increased library holdings
as a result of the generosity of Theodore Fandrich '26 and his widow, Dorothy Fandrich.
A $1.3 bequest from the Fandriches will be used in part to endow a fund for new
library acquisitions. The bequest was announced by President Jones following the death
of Mrs. Fandrich on June 24 at the age of 91.
Theodore Fandrich earned his medical degree from The University of Michigan in
1936 and became a Detroit obstetrician and gynecologist. He died in 1985 after retiring
to Santa Barbara, California, in 1959. His will and that of Mrs. Fandrich, both dated
June 4, 1976, provided that their entire estates were to pass to the College.
"We here at Kalamazoo College are indeed honored by this magnanimous trust,
which will benefit many aspects of our College life," said President Jones. "The
Fandriches have enriched our College in multiple ways."
As part of a $3 million fund-raising project during the College's last capital
campaign, $500,000 of the Fandrich bequest was promised to a library endowment fund. The National
Endowment for the Humanities awarded the College a 4:1 challenge grant of $600,000 in 1989. The College was
challenged to raise $2.4 million to release the NEH dollars. The $3 million project endowed a College chair in
Japanese language and literature in addition to the library acquisition fund. •
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BY PAUL N. SAMRA

A LOOK AT FOUR
DOUBLE MAJORS FROM
THE CLASS OF 1997
PHOTOGRAPHY BY
ANTHONY JAMES DUGAL

Congratulation~

Kalamazoo senior Andrew Skulan
walks through a morass of tubes,
grids, generators, and pumps tracing
a series of wires with his fingers to a
central computer. A quick flick of
the switch and a buzzing terminal
pours its light over student and
ghostly entanglement.
The scene is flanked by
towering bookshelves- their
contents detailing
everything from basic
algebra to less familiar
branches of science:
spectrometer interfacing, binuclear
macrocyclic complexes,
and a host of other
tongue-twisters
unrecognizable to the
average adult.
It's a rainy afternoon in May and
Skulan-as regal
looking as a bear in
winter-settles comfortably into a
nearby chair, casually at home in
the second floor Olds-Upton
laboratory, the site of many an
experiment over the past four
years that have paved the way for
the 22-year-old's current academic
standing.

yuUr uav.
Yocu'retar to
rea P ces
You're o anO away!
-- 1Y I~
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Quotes highlighted throughout this article
are taken from Oh, the Places You'll Go!
by Theodor S. Geisel, better known as
Dr. Seuss (New York: Random House, 1990).

Skulan is one of 55 science
students-both undergraduates and
graduates-selected nationwide
this year for the coveted National
Science Foundation Predoctoral
Fellowship. The award includes full
tuition and a stipend for one year
and is renewable based on the
student's academic performance.
Skulan will commence a fiveand-a-half-year doctoral program in
inorganic chemistry this fall at
Stanford University.
"What you see here is the
alternating current susceptometer I
constructed for my SIP (senior
individualized project)," he says,
moving nonchalantly toward a
cluster of gadgets designed to
measure the spin and alignment of
electrons. "It's hooked up to a
computer program I developed
which can show how electrons
communicate."
Not bad for putting it in
layman's terms, eh?
Normally this kind of stuff
would be painfully over my head,
as it would for just about anyone
else with a major in 19th-century
English literature.
But I'm coaxed in by Skulan's
playful fascination, his paternal
OH, THE PLACES THEY'LL Go!
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doting over said machinery, his
willingness to discuss his work
several intellectual notches below
what he's used to, and finally his wry
sense of humor and love of soccer (he
refers to the sport as "the greatest
expression of human poetry").
All are attributes that bring
spice, intrigue, and likeability to one
of Kalamazoo's great success stories.
Celebrated as he is, though,
Skulan is not alone.
The Stanford-bound chemistry I physics major is part of a
growing trend among undergraduates nationwide to achieve double
majors in various fields for increased marketability-a trend that
finds some of its toughest hurdles at
a place like "K".
"Kalamazoo College is an
anomaly," explained Tom Askew,
professor of physics at the college
and one of Skulan's mentors. "Most
schools only require set major
courses for any given field of study,
and fewer and fewer private
schools require comprehensive
exams at the end of a student's
studies, as 'K' does.
"When you consider this on top
of the SIP, CDs (career development
internships), and study abroad
demands placed on our students, a
double major here becomes a
decisively tough undertaking and an
exceptional accomplishment, if
carried through."
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Given Askew's observations, it
would seem that more and more
students would be opting for the
minor program instituted by the
College two years ago, instead of
tackling the double major.
Numbers of double majors like
Skulan, however, reached an
unprecedented 43 this year out of a
graduating class of 236, indicating
that despite the rigors of multiple
comps, "K" students are rising to
the challenge in an attempt to gain
credentials necessary for choice
grad school enrollment and job
marketability.
Askew attributes much of this
trend to educational, governmental,
and economic changes that have
taken place over the last five years.
"You're seeing the biggest
(changes) in the sciences," he said.
"Big Ten programs in chemistry,
physics, etc. are only admitting the
top ten percent of their applicants.
And many of these are students
from Eastern Europe and the
Pacific rim.
"But other changes are happening across the board," added Askew.
"There have been major cutbacks in
federal funds for research since 1993,
reducing enrollment in graduate
programs in both the sciences and
humanities.
"A succession of budget
compromises in Washington has
also hurt things, along with the
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influx in recent years of lawyers,
which has in turn forced many
students out of law and created an
influx in other fields."
Finally, and most importantly,
Askew stressed the tightness of the
job market in technical fields, which
he said has amplified the importance
of attending top graduate programs
and being well qualified for a given
career field . "More and more
students and their advisers have
begun realizing this earlier and
earlier and have begun tackling the
double major."
The price can be exhausting. A
Kalamazoo College double major
with two classes in physics and one
in chemistry, for instance, can expect
a minimum of 15 class hours and
12lab hours a week. Many, depending on their study threshold, fulfill
electives concurrently with this.
"Exceptional," said Askew.
"That's the only way to describe the
students who stick it out."
Here's a look at Skulan, and
three others who did.
Andrew Skulan was born in
Davenport, Tasmania (Australia),
where his American father and
mother moved to teach high school
before his birth in 1975. It was
there the young scientist-to-be took
his first inspiration from a fifthgrade computer teacher who
stressed self-reliance.
"Well, that's not exactly true,"
joked Skulan. "I have the Lego
Corporation to thank for my first
real induction into science. But I did
find that many of my teachers in
Davenport treated us as students
far beyond our maturity level. It's
something I look back on thankfully-something I found doubly
true of several 'K' instructors."
While medicine seemed an
alluring academic pursuit for
Skulan in late high school, the
"almighty why" soon brought
physics into the forefront of his
interests.
"I became fixated with how
things worked," he explained. "I
wanted to apply new methods to
new situations and find answers
where others hadn't. I realized I

could augment my love of chemistry
with something as practical and
encompassing as physics, and maybe
draw new connections between the
two fields. A double major just
seemed like the logical step."
Intent on being near relatives in
the Michigan/ Wisconsin region
while at the same time dodging the
hype and non-intimacy of a large
university, Skulan opted for
Kalamazoo College in the fall of
1993. He was almost immediately
taken under the wing of chemistry
professor Tom Smith, who assisted
him with his first chemistry CD on
vanadyl complexes in the summer
of '94.
A second CD in the fall of 1995
found Skulan at the Argonne
National Laboratory in Chicago,
serving as a lab assistant in the
organic conductors and superconductors department. Part of his
responsibilities there included
upgrading old equipment, developing new software, and finding uses
for discarded materials in order to
save the lab money.
"They seemed pretty impressed
with my ability to economize,"
remembered Skulan, who credits
much of his success here to the
example of Askew, whom he
affectionately calls the "MacGyver
of 'K' College."
"I consider myself lucky," said
Skulan, referring to the many
professors who broadened his
perspectives and served as role
models. "There were plenty of
tough times. I remember many a
night at 3:00 a.m. asking myself,
'What am I doing here?' -even
during my SIP.
"But the thing that helped
me-more than any support my
profs gave me-was the fact that
they took me seriously from
moment one. People like Dr. Smith
and Dr. Askew always answered
questions, always took time out to
consider my work, and always
expected the best. As a result I think
I've felt like, thought like, and
behaved like a graduate student
most of my years here."
Indeed, it's what Askew
himself sees as the defining

attribute of the Kalamazoo College
student-the normalcy of excellence.
"Many of our top students
probably seem modest or even
casual when discussing their
achievements," he explained. "It's
because our faculty generally
doesn't ever let them think that
their work is that
unusual. We keep
our surprise to a
minimum. With
Andrew we often sat
back quietly to see
what he could do."
WhatSkulan
"could do" manifested itself chiefly in
the sciences-and in
the many awards and
honorary organizations that now grace
his resume: Dow
Chemical Foundation
Scholar, Cooper Prize
in Physics, Smith Prize in Physics,
and National Science Foundation
Scholar being several.
But other aspects of his person
peek out among the science
accolades.
He loves the paintings of
Gauguin, for instance, and treasures
the time he spent in the Louvre
taking in the real thing while on
study abroad in France and
Normandy. He talks about mythology and Greek tragedy, citing a
class with Gina Soter, assistant
professor of classics, and even
waxing philosophical over the
humanities.
"I would have sold myself
short had I taken too many electives,"
he explained. "But the ones I did
take I feel have given me a healthier
view of the world. A balanced
lifestyle requires that you're
sampling all things and thinking,
from time to time, about something
other than convectors."
Skulan was also an RA (resident assistant) in his dorm and even
managed to hone his second lovesoccer-as a member of the
Kalamazoo Rugby Football Club
from 1994 to 1997.
"It was a great stress relief but
definitely not a no-brainer," he said,

listing off the various doctors,
professors, and dentists he came to
be friends with in the club, several
of whom were from England,
Scotland, New Zealand, and
Australia. "I felt very much at home
with these guys, even though we
played by different rules."

You have brains in your
heaa. h f .
.hTuU ave eet 1n your

sl 1es.

You.can .steer vourself
any d1rect1on you cnoose.
Skulan went on to explain the
gray areas between soccer, rugby,
and Australian rules football, even
going so far as to construct a chart,
showing a geographical breakdown
of these different games in his place
of birth. (I couldn't help notice his
pedantic tone-not highly unlike the
one he'd used to draw and explain a
molecular chart only moments
before). Ten minutes later it finally
began to sink in.
Skulan most likely won't have
to be as patient within the walls of
Stanford. The NSF fellowship allows
him to choose between a teaching
assistantship and a research assistantship; and right now the latter
seems like the more definite route.
"I'm sure there will be teaching
work here and there," he said, "but
what I really want to do is get
underway with a research project in
spectroscopy (applied radiation).
This field is beginning to shed light
on how enzymes in the body work,
and how they might be applied in a
breakthrough medical capacity.
"Talk to me in a few months
though," he joked, "and I'll probably
tell you all my plans to become a
research scientist have evaporated,
and I want to teach, or go into
industry. Who knows."
OH, THE PLACES THEY'LL Go!
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While still ambivalent about his
future, Skulan's chosen place of
study is sound. His decision to
attend Stanford over schools like
Cornell and Harvard was arrived at
not only from his correspondence
with other "K" grads now attending
the school, but out of a need for
academic community.
"There's an atmosphere of
sharing there that I like," said
Skulan. "It's important for me to be
able to learn from other people's
experiences and vice versa. I don't
think I'd want to be anywhere that
this cooperation couldn't take place.
"That and it'll be neat discovering what this peculiar Californian
species is all about," he laughed.
"I take this whole NSF honor as
a big pat on the back," Skulan
concluded. "A way of saying 'keep
up the good work.' Maybe I should
be more in awe of it, of Stanford, of
finding myself suddenly gone from
Kalamazoo. But I trust the preparation I've been given. And I've
learned that to truly enjoy what you
do is one of the big keys to success."
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Senior Elizabeth Lindau
has constructed an
unlikely nexus for her
undergraduate
degree-a double
major in art/ art history
and chemistry.
One comment about
how odd such a
pairing seems, however, and you'll regret
you ever doubted her
wisdom in the matter.
"Just take the Sistine
Chapel," said the
22-year-old during an
interview weeks before
graduation-her tone
at once playful but
intent. "Do you think
it's just going to take
artists and art historians to maintain and
preserve something
like that?
"No. It's going to
take scientifically
knowledgeable people
who understand things
about solvents,
pigments, and alchemy. This kind
of thing (art conservation) has been
at the forefront of my career plans
for a long, long time."
It will temporarily hold a back
seat, however, to woodworking, as
Lindau departs for Poland and
Sweden this fall to commence
"Economic Challenges of Woodworking Across the Baltic," a
one-year, post-graduation independent study supported by an $18,000
stipend from the Thomas J. Watson
Foundation.
Established in 1968 by the
children of Thomas J. Watson
(founder of IBM), the Watson
Foundation and its prestigious
fellowship typically supports
projects that are especially creative
or unusual. Of the 1,000 nominated
college seniors from more than
50 participating liberal arts colleges
across the country this year, only
60 were chosen for the stipend.
While traveling and living both
in Poland and Sweden, Lindau will
examine the economic, social, and
religious differences between
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woodworkers in both countries and
how these differences manifest
themselves in their respective
pieces of art.
In addition, Lindau will take
the ultimate hands-on approach,
living and working as a woodworker herself and getting a
firsthand taste for the lifestyle that
has become her "temporary
obsession."
"My fascination with the craft
aspect of art goes back even further
than my interest in art conservation," said Lindau, who also plays
violin and was a member of the
Kalamazoo College Singers. "It hit
me again my junior year when I did
my study abroad in Cambridge
(England). I took woodworking
classes on the side from a very
skilled, elderly man. It really got me
thinking about someone's art
literally being their life.
"I have the chance to live that
kind of life for a year and feel I
need the experience before I can
move on."
A native of Crown Point,
Indiana (near Chicago), Lindau
grew up the only child of a teaching
couple. Her interest as a child in
math and sciences was coupled
with a proclivity for things like
needlepoint and ceramics, which
she undertook regularly for 4-H
projects.
"I had this great teacher in high
school who got me even more
involved," remembered Lindau.
"Each summer she would learn a
new craft and bring it to class the
next year-whether it was origami,
weaving, rug-making ... whatever.
"She'd also integrate art history
into her classes and teach us about
medieval mask-making and frescos.
That's when I got hooked."
With its study abroad/ career
development emphasis, Kalamazoo
College seemed like an appealing
choice for Lindau, who wanted as
much "hands-on" experience as
study time. She found an extra
bonus in the course flexibility
offered by many of her instructors.
"I had great profs like Tom
Smith," said Lindau, "who would
tailor certain classes to my interests.

I had him for organic chemistry my
junior year, and he would take time
out to discuss pigments with mehow to characterize and synthesize
them. This kind of personalized
approach meant a lot."
During her sophomore year,
Lindau left campus on the New
York Program, working as an intern
in the collections department at the
Brooklyn Museum. The following
spring she began a short-lived CD
at the Indianapolis Zoo-a capricious stint spurred on by her love of
animals.
"But I wasn't really learning or
doing much of anything," she
admitted.
Four weeks later, Lindau made
a prodigious switch to the Indianapolis Museum of Art and worked
in registration: logging damaged
items, corresponding with donors,
and assisting the curator. Her
commitment to art was reaffirmed.
The following year she began
classes in early British history while
on study abroad in Cambridge,
finding the time to walk three miles
a day to a woodworking class
taught by an elderly violin maker
just outside London.
"I went in totally blind," she
remembered, "but I came out of the
experience wanting to learn and do
more."
Lindau commenced her SIP the
summer before her senior year, first
serving as an apprentice to a
Chicago-area woodworker, and
later designing and constructing her
own independent work-an
ornately fashioned aspen, walnut,
poplar, and birchwood desk
completed in the summer of 1996.
With this-one of her capstone
artistic achievements behind herLindau's return to art conservation
seemed pending.
Art history professor Billie
Fischer approached her about
applying for the Watson after
hearing Lindau's appalling accounts of museum conditions in
Eastern Europe. Lindau had visited
the Hermitage in St. Petersburg,
Russia-one of the largest and
oldest of Europe's museums. There
she saw direct sunlight shining on
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priceless Rembrandts, windows
open, and sculptures stacked
haphazardly against walls.
A study of what measures
could be taken to better preserve
these great works seemed in order.
But it was not to be. Bogged
down with myriad governmental
regulations, Lindau abandoned the
idea, opting instead for a study of
woodworkers in Sweden and
Poland, two other countries she had
visited periodically while on study
abroad.
"My work with the man in
Cambridge gave me a certain
reverence for the old tradition of
woodworking you find in Europe,"
said Lindau. "There are no power
tools. Yet the craft is so ingrained,
so tempered, that some of these
workers can turn out pieces faster
than someone using electric drills
and saws-and much, much more
refined pieces too.
"The differences I draw
between Sweden and Poland
should be helpful in giving people
an idea of what this art form still
stands for in Europe. In Sweden
you have socialized, governmentsupported art. Atheism seems more
prominent than in other countries,
and the culture seems more
homogenized.
"In Poland the arts are no
longer funded by the government,
Catholicism is the primary religion,
and there's a general sense of
economic struggle.
"Can art be affected by all this?
Do these conditions lessen or
heighten its aesthetic value-its
integrity? These are questions I
hope to answer.
"After that, who knows? I
might just start my own woodworking business here in the States."

The phrase "no rest for the wicked"
blatantly excludes one other group
of people-child prodigies.
At age eight Eve Halderson
should have known she was in for
a world of expectations when she
skipped the third grade due to
unusually high test scores.
Now a mere 20 years old with
a double major in physics and
mathematics from Kalamazoo
College, Balderson looks back on
the auspicious years that saw her
transformation from space book
enthusiast to budding PhD
candidate at the University of
California-Berkeley's Department
of Astronomy.
"All this stuff about pursuing a
PhD makes me sound so old all of a
sudden," said an exhausted
Balderson during a May interview,
shortly after her return from the
NCAA Division III National Tennis
Championships in Claremont,
California. "I've hardly had time to
process the fact that I'm leaving. As
usual, though, I've come back to a
whole new set of responsibilities."
The California trip marked the
end of a prodigious career in
women's tennis for Halderson-a
career that makes her academic
feats all the more compelling.
Aside from retaining a 4.0 grade
point average and gaining
Kalamazoo's prestigious F.W. and
Elsie L. Heyl Scholarship (1994) and
Helen Randall Scholarship (1997),
Balderson remained the top player
in singles and doubles for women's
tennis for the last three years,
winning MIAA titles her freshman,
sophomore, and junior years.
Recently, she was one of 15 scholarathletes in the country named to the
GTE Academic All-America
Women's At-Large First Team.
And although resolved that her
"days of competitive tennis playing
are over," Balderson looks forward
OH, THE PLACES THEY'LL GO!
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to the intensive academic schedule
she'll undertake at Berkeley. Her
first year will be facilitated by a
university fellowship that covers
tuition and living and is renewable
year to year.
"It feels good to be getting
support from a school as prestigious
as Berkeley," she said. "Most of all
though I'm just glad to be going
somewhere that's going to continue
to challenge me like 'K' did."
Halderson-the only daughter
of Western Michigan University
professor of physics Dean Balderson

"All I know is that I've loved
pictures and stories about space
ever since I was little."
Graduating from Loy Norrix
High School at a mere 16 years old,
Balderson felt the need to remain
close to home. Kalamazoo College,
she explained, with its strong
physical sciences program and
reputation for tennis, seemed like
an ideal choice. Determined to be as
self-sufficient as possible, she opted
to live on campus rather than
commute from her home.
"It forced me to be more
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-attended the Kalamazoo public
schools. And although she credits
her father with her induction into
tennis, she attributes her love of
science more to school libraries full
of "space books."
"To this day I'm not sure what
dad's research is about," she teased.

1Q

,

independent," she explained. "To
get a fuller feeling for college life. I
expected it to be a shock. But it
wasn't. I just kind of fell into it."
Halderson-initially a physics
major only-began the first of two
CDs during the spring of her
sophomore year with Lisa Paulius,
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one of her father's fellow WMU
physics professors. Although
admittedly "not too challenging,"
the experience gave Balderson her
first taste of laboratory work,
during which she measured rates of
resistance to electric currents using
a superconductor.
Her work with Paulius would
crystallize her decision to prepare
for graduate school in physics,
whereupon she was advised by
professor Tom Askew to consider a
double major with mathematics.
"Tom said it would augment
my physics degree," remembered
Balderson, "and would help me
stand a better chance of getting into
top grad schools. As it turned out, I
found I could handle the extra class
loads fairly easily."
A second CD in the fall of
Balderson's junior year took the
place of study abroad.
"I wanted to gain as much
research experience as I could," she
explained. "Also, had I gone on
study abroad I would have missed
taking the courses in mechanics,
electricity, and magnetism before
my GREs-so I didn't have much
choice."
The CD took place in the
College's physics department under
the supervision of Jan Tobochnik,
associate professor of physics and
computer science. Balderson was
responsible for writing and testing
computer simulations of phase
transitions (solids to liquids) in
phospholipids.
"It was tedious but the kind of
thing I needed for acceptance into
an astronomy program," she said.
Balderson's SIP brought her a
step closer to that dream, as she
worked with Michigan State
University professor of astronomy
Suzanne Hawley in their astronomy
laboratories, studying a non-solar
flare on a nearby dwarf star
discovered in March 1996.
Analyzing photometric and
spectroscopic data from the star,
Hawley and Balderson have been
trying to determine how high up in
the star's atmosphere the flare's
spectra lines are, and whether or
not they penetrate it.
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"It's a great project," said
Balderson, who completed followup work on the study during the
summer. "The star is classified as an
M dwarf star, which means it's
actually cooler in temperature than
most stars we see and redder in
color. It's been exciting to observe it
these last few months."
No sooner will she have
completed her research, however,
than she'll be packing her bags for
the West Coast.
''I'm glad to be leaving," said
Balderson, "to be going somewhere.
I've been here all my life and there
have been a lot of good times. But
I'm ready for something new.
"I visited Berkeley in March. Of
course there's the downside of
things-like congestion and the high
cost of living. But the tennis-friendly
weather should be nice--even if I'm
not playing to win.
"I hope I can finish my PhD in
about five or six years. That will
give me time to figure out whether I
want to teach or do research. Right
now I'm just coping with the fact
that I'm already in graduate school.
"Looking back it's strangestrange to realize I've made it this
far."
Too often in today's world the
notion of scholar and star athletewith a capital "S" -remain sadly
removed from one another.
Then along comes a fellow like
Rene "Kip" Adrian who fulfills an
unlikely marriage of intellect and
dexterity-making it all look so
easy, so complete, so natural.
A double major in health
science and economics, Adrian has
maintained a 4.0 grade point
average while serving as a pivotal
player on the soccer team.
Aside from academic kudos,
Adrian was named most valuable
player in the MIAA in 1995, earned
All-Mideast Region First and
Second Team Honors, led the
Hornets in an impressive scoring

streak in the fall of 1996 with seven
goals and five assists, and was
named to the GTE Academic AllAmerican At-Large First Team in
1997. The crowning achievement to
his academic and athletic success
came in July, when he was awarded
a $5,000 NCAA Postgraduate
Scholarship. Adrian became the first
Hornet soccer player to win this
prestigious recognition.
One fellow student put it simply
(if not a bit enviously): "Superman."
Adrian-who was
accepted to nine of the
ten top schools to which
he applied- is attending medical school at
Northwestern University this fall, continuing
his double major
emphasis with a joint
program in medicine
and health care business
management.
"''m looking at
about another eight
years of school at least
with my internships,
residencies, and
whatnot," he sighed
during an interview
just prior to comps.
"But I'm eager to get
out there and finally
begin my goal of
becoming a doctor."
Adrian grew up in
Kalamazoo, the oldest
of three brothers born
to his father, an
immigrant from Bolivia
in international sales;
and mother, a
Muskegon native and
geriatric nurse.
"Nobody knows how I got the
nickname 'Kip,"' he joked. (A
"drunk grandmother" is currently
held suspect.) "I scarcely remember
being called anything else, though."
As a child, Adrian dreamed of
becoming a doctor, lawyer, or
architect (in that order) and,

perhaps because of his mother,
showed a natural affinity for the
sciences. His love of soccer-which
he began at age five-was proceeded by visits to the Kalamazoo
Area Math and Science Center, a
magnet school for gifted students
that Adrian attended between
classes at Hackett Catholic Central
High School.
"I was at the Center for about
half of each day toward late high
school," said Adrian. "It was a great
place, and I was fortunate to have
some of the best biology teachers in
the area."
By graduation Adrian had his
heart set on Notre Dame and

applied to Kalamazoo as a kind of
"back-up plan." He was accepted to
both, but soon found that his
priorities had flip-flopped.
"I visited Notre Dame and was
turned off," he explained. "It
seemed like so many of the great
minds down there were closed in,
OH, THE PLACES THEY'LL Go!
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lacking exposure-isolated in their
own world of academia.
Kalamazoo, on the other hand,
provided more experience-based
learning with its study abroad and
career development programs.
"Plus I just seemed like another
number at Notre Dame. Here I was
getting a letter a week from
concerned profs, students, advisers,
and coaches. It gave me a great
sense of importance."
Although determined to start
along the pre-med track from the
beginning, Adrian allotted time for
many electives during his first year,
including philosophy, psychology,
and economics. The latter found
him in one of economics professor
Ken Reinert's classes-a move that
would prove career shaping.
"Dr. Reinert always emphasized the big picture," said Adrian.
"He found connections to things in
his economics class that fascinated
me, and I found myself drawn indrawn to the idea of applying these
connections to the medical field. I
just said to myself, 'I have a knack
for this stuff! I like it. Why not go
for the double major?"'

expose yourself to, the better. My
profs in both disciplines were
always 100 percent supportive.
They even encouraged me to do an
independent study in health care
finance, which I finished last fall."
Despite his immense role on the
soccer team, a seat on the College's
judicial council, and a volunteer job
tutoring grade schoolers at the
Douglas Community Center in
Kalamazoo, Adrian found the time
for intensive study abroad and CDs.
During the spring of his
sophomore year he studied Spanish,
political science, and art history in
Madrid, while visiting the Prado
Museum regularly. "My appreciation for art grew overnight," he
said. "That place is still magical in
my memory."
The following winter he
commenced his first CD at the Fox
Chase Cancer Center in Philadelphia.
There he studied glutathione-stransferance, an enzyme that shields
the body from carcinogens.
Adrian's research team
found that mice with colitis
had depleted levels of this
enzyme, shedding new
light on causes of rectal
cancer.
"Lab life was nerveracking at first,"
remembered Adrian. "I
didn't know what to expect
or what they expected of
me. It was exciting, though,
to be in the midst of a new discovery.
I felt at home in the end."
Adrian's second CD took place
the following summer when he
worked as an assistant outreach
coordinator at a health clinic in
Bangor, Michigan, setting up
vaccination programs and information sessions for communities of
migrant workers.
"I was in the front line, instead
of just shadowing somebody else,"
recalled Adrian, "and it felt good."
Adrian did his SIP last winter
at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer

And will you succeed?
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Part of Adrian's decision was
pragmatic. With the health care
system becoming more and more
business minded in its approach to
individual care and financing, a
background in economics seemed a
logical component to a pre-med
degree. His instructors agreed.
"There's almost a backwards
trend here when it comes to
specificity," said Adrian. "Whereas
many other schools seem to want
you to stick with your field, 'K'
encourages you to expand your
education. The more you can
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Center in New York City-the top
cancer hospital in the world. There
he continued his oncology work by
studying the effects of Vitamin D
on leukemic and breast cancer cell
lines.
"Vitamin Dis toxic in concentrated levels," he explained. "We
were trying to find ways to make it
counter cancer cells at lower levels.
"It was a little intimidating,
initially. I was surrounded by some
of the best minds in cancer research.
But I turned out to be surprisingly
confident and was able to take on a
lot more work."
Confidence aside, though,
Adrian's plans for the future are
less research and more clinic-based.
"I won't keep doing research!"
he asserted. "To be in any sort of
management position, I feel you
need to practice-to get out in the
field with real patients, real people.
I'd like to start out doing inner city
work. It's needed, it's challenging,
and it's somewhere that I think I'd
be the most productive-where the
work is tough.
'T d like to be in the clinics for
a while, but I can't see myself in the
same office for forty years. I want to
take on new challenges- maybe
even get involved in health care
reform and health-related politics.
While his heart weighs heavy
with the closure of "four wonderful
years," Adrian views his departure
from his alma mater as an extension
of the "K" experience.
"I have mixed emotions about
leaving this place," he said quietly.
"The people here make the school,
and despite all the places I've been,
it hasn't changed how exceptional
this academic community is to me.
"On the other hand, what
speaks so highly of Kalamazoo
College is that it exposes you to so
much of what's out there and
shows you that you need to
experience so much more.
"I know it's time to move on.
Time to finish what I've started." •
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Saturday, June 14, dawned cool, crisp,
and bright. An unlikely summer's
day, perhaps, but exactly according to
plan. At 1:30 p.m., the Kalamazoo
Brass Ensemble began its "Fanfare"
and the Class of 1997, led by faculty
and alumni, made the traditional
march across the sunny Quad that
they've called "home" for four years.
As President ]ames F. ]ones, ]r. made
his call to commencement, the
graduating seniors reveled in this
perfect day set aside in their honor.

Michael Hall, a highly distinguished teacher of U.S. and World
History at Mallawan (Michigan) High School, received the
Pauline Byrd Johnson Award for Excellence in Secondary School
Education. The award recognizes and celebrates high school
teachers who have inspired students toward higher education.

Preston S. "Pete" Parish, president of Parish Associates Services, Inc. and
esteemed tmslee of Kalamazoo College, was presented with an honorary
degree during the afternoon ceremony.
FRIENDS, FAMILY, & COMMENCEMENT 1997
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R. Moses Thompson '70 delivered an enthusiastic
Commencement address. In 1968, Thompson
spent his career development quarter as a street
musician in Prague, and he has been exploring the
world ever since. Prior to 1987, Thompson served
as director of Crossroads Africa and was a project manager for the U.S.
Stale Department Agency for Intemational Development. ln 1987,
Thompson founded TEAM Technologies, Inc., an international
management consulting finn for which he also serves as president.
Printed below are excerpts from the Commencement address delivered
by Thompson at Kalamazoo College on June 14, 1997.

INTRODUCTION
Today is another of the many boundary experiences we face in
our lives. Boundary experiences are times of transition .. ..
The subject of concern is a quotation at the base of
Trowbridge Hall with which we all struggled. "The end of
learning is gracious living." What does learning have to do with
grace and how should we understand this relationship in the
context of the radically changed and rapidly changing world we
move in?

THE WORLD IS A DIFFERENT PLACE
The world we live in is changing not just faster but
qualitatively differently than it did before you entered
secondary school. What I like about Kalamazoo students is that
you come here to take bold steps, to prepare for a life of
significance ....
What we are discovering as individuals, we are also
experiencing as social groups and nation states. Twenty years
ago, no one could have expected the world we live in.
In 1968 I was in Prague, living as a street musician on the
Charles Bridge. Suddenly Russian tanks rolled in and changed
the course of Czech history. In 1980 I was crossing Siberia on an
eight-day train and my Soviet cabin mates, both local headmen
of agricultural cooperatives, made expansive invitations for me
to return to undertake an agricultural development project like I
did in other countries, and I remember thinking how
completely out of the realm of the possible this was. In the early
1980s I taught project management at the Berlin Technical
University and lived in a house backed up to the Wall and
never imagined that this wall could crumble. After one visit to
South Africa in the late 1960s when whites took out their Bibles
to justify apartheid, I decided to boycott the country.
All around me modern tensions continued to collide in a
host of conflicts: democracy versus dictatorship, specialization
versus integration, rationalism versus irrationalism. But, in the
face of such turmoil, integration was surfacing; an extraordinary
and surprising consensus was emerging.
How could the world change so much in such a short
period of time? ...
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It is not just the speed with which things change. There is
something profoundly different going on. People are
developing a shared language, values, music, behaviors, and
icons. At a more fundamental level, the changes signal a
different set of conditions.
At the same time that many less developed countries have
fallen further behind the richer nations, other developing
countries have achieved spectacular economic growth. While
soviet-type economies have failed, most nations with market
economies have experienced growth. If history does have a
direction, it seems to be pointing toward the evolution of
humanity in the form of liberal democracies .. .. In fact, there
seems to be an increasing homogenization of all human
societies, regardless of their historical origins or cultural
inheritances.
Permit me to make a strong prediction: All countries
undergoing economic modernizing must increasingly resemble
one another. They must unify nationally on the basis of a
centralized state; urbanize; replace traditional forms of social
organization like tribe, sect, and family with economically
rational ones; and provide for universal education. Such
societies are becoming increasingly linked with one another
through global market and the spread of a universal consumer
culture. However there are some essential institutions we often
take for granted that assure individual and collective rights,
which are required for the market economy and liberal
democracy to thrive. People need to be able to own property
safely; be able to enter into contracts that can be impartially
enforced, with limited legal liability; be able to invent with the
protection of intellectual property and the ability to buy and sell
their ownership through stock markets; and there must be the
conviction that these rights and conditions are secure and stable
over the long haul. Or capital will still flee. Nations are moving
towards these forms of organization as if there were a
consensus about the direction of history.

THE END OF LEARNING IS GRACIOUS LIVING
What has grace got to do with how we thrive in this
radically changing world? ...
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Gracious living is not a great job-with benefits, security,
fat 401K plans, a family, and a membership at the country club.
The more I looked into the origins and use of the term, the more
profound the issue of grace and living graciously became. It is
difficult to define grace within the confines of conventional
science and natural law. Grace will remain miraculous and
amazing. The original Greek usage refers to favor or
undeserved kindness experienced as strength, peace,
awareness, salvation, and gifts for serving.
Grace is sometimes described as the access or door to the
great unconscious world. Perhaps it is the collective
unconscious. Grace is the invitation to all the resources to be
found therein. We experience it as providence, serendipitous
and even miraculous, because it is out of the ordinary and the
routine. (I guess that is how you define a miracle-when the
ordinary does not happen). Since life seems to be evolving and
the universe expanding, grace provides the resource to develop
and grow, to protect in the hostile territory of our conscious
lives. Surely, our conscious awareness hardly grasps what
might be going on out there and in here .... Grace is the
invitation to experience this vast resource of reality. With grace,
we receive everything we need-free of charge, nonstop, just in
time. It is always there ready to be accessed. It protects us from
adversity and harm.
People living under grace are curious, interested in selfawareness, continuous learners, always challenging
assumptions. They take the more difficult path, feel protected,
act courageously, are at peace with themselves and those
around them. They seem unafraid of failing.
Grace is not for everyone. Grace is a challenge. It assigns
with it tasks, and it requires responsibility and discipline. It
draws us towards it, opens itself, provides its resources. Yet, it
can be overwhelming, and most of us back away from it. The
retreat from grace leaves us in fear, cautious about letting old
ideas go and discovering new truths, intellectually and
spiritually lazy, feeling unworthy, undisciplined, and caught up
in purposeless, random activity we call routines ....
The liberal democracies about which we spoke are
beginning to resemble at a social level the characteristics of
gracious living on an individual one: respect for human rights,
the rule of law, open access to information, knowledge
generation, flexible structures. And when a society looks into
the face of grace and finds it overwhelming and threatening, it
may also retreat into dysfunctional behaviors like nostalgia,
fascism, and fundamentalism.
If the human condition moves in the direction of growth
and evolution, then living graciously means living backwards
from the future, letting new discovery and learning help us
revise the past and better understand the present. Living
graciously is learning.

HOW TO TAKE ADVANfAGE OF GRACE
PURPOSE

I do have a little advice about how to live graciously in the
coming century, or at least how to create the conditions for
grace to find you. Purpose is going to be indispensable to you.

Purpose is the way we create meaning, and the question you
need to ask continuously is "Am I living up to the highest
purpose for myself?" Remember the Cheshire cat in Through the
Looking Glass when trying to help Alice find her way, "If you
don't know where you are going, any road will get you there."
In this sense, defining a purpose will change your life. It takes a
special discipline to set boundaries yet be open to the possible.
A life without purpose is a tragic missed opportunity.
COMMITMENT

Commitment is a special arena. Listen to the language of
the commitment person; "I will do what ever it takes, as long as
it takes, I will persist and get there somehow." Let me read a
short passage from Goethe on commitment:

Until one is committed, there is hesitancy, the chance to
draw back, always ineffectiveness. Concerning all acts of
initiation and creation there is one elementary truth, the
ignorance of which kills countless ideas and splendid plans.
That moment one definitely commits oneself, then
providence moves too. All sorts of things occur to help one
that would never otherwise have occurred. A whole stream
of events issues from the decision, raising in one's favor all
manner of unforeseen incidents and meetings and materials
assistance, which no one could have ever dreamed would
come their way.
If grace is moving toward you, then commitment moves
you toward it.
CHALLENGING ASSUMPTIONS

Question the paradigms you use to view the world around
you. The first place to begin the process of questions-the filters
with which we view our experiences-is in our ego and
ethnocentrism ....
Even when we are doing our best science, we may come to
our experiments expecting to see what we have always seen, are
comfortable seeing, hope to see. Challenging our assumptions is
at the heart of gracious living. Grace opens up so many
additional ways to understand reality.
The gracious desire to challenge assumptions and closely
held beliefs (particularly our own) will require flexibility.
Grandma used to say, "The element in the system with the most
flexibility has the most power." It will also require an ability to
ask questions. Gracious living is more about how to create a
process of inquiry than about how to advocate your point of
view. Remember the word education (educare) means to draw
out, not to put in.

CLOSING
The message behind the observations and the suggestions
I've been making is really carpe diem-seize the day. Seize every
day. Your professors and your parents wish you well and have
provided all the support you need. The universe of grace is out
there moving towards you to nurture and protect. Still the
decision will remain yours; whether to seize the day or pass it
by until tomorrow ...
Thank you, carpe diem.
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EMERITUS ClUB INDUCTS NEW CLASS & PRESENTS AWARDS

The Emeritus Club is the
enduring alumni organization
of the College. Members
include all alumni who
graduated from Kalamazoo
College 50 or more years ago. This year marked the
50th anniversary of the Class of 1947, which was
welcomed into the club during a special breakfast
ceremony on June 14.
Each year, the Emeritus Club recognizes
distinguished members with Citation of Merit
awards. The 1997 recipients of this award are (from
left): Louis Kuitert '39, Elinore (Hoven) Basnett '43,
Ellen Froeschner [accepting on behalf of her mother,
Elsie (Herbold) Froeschner '35], and Edward (Ned)
Thomas '29.

1997

60TH REUNION:
CLASS OF 193 7
Class Agent: Albert L. Deal
Front row !from left!: Marian

(Randall) Fullenwider, Sophia
(Zmuda) Bacon, Ruth (Demme)
Hayes, Angela (Patterson)
Richards, Suzanne (Little)
Schweitzer, Joan L. (Sutton) Carne.
Back row: Connie Deal, Al Deal,
Bob Powell, Gerry (TerBeck)
Powell '39, Carl Schweitzer.

----------------------------------,
KALAMAZOO COLLEGE REUNION PHOTO ORDER FORM
If you would like an 8" x 10" black-and-white print of any of the reunion photos in this magazine,

please send a check payable to "John Gilroy Photography" and this completed form to:
Kalamazoo College Reunion Photos, John Gilroy Photography, 2407 West Main Street,
Kalamazoo, MI 49006. Phone: (616) 349-6805 .

.--____;=-__.,

Cost: $12.50 each (includes postage and handling). For orders postmarked after December 31,
1997, the cost for each print will be $17.50. Please indicate quantity below.

Class of 1937

Class of 1942

Class of 1947

Name ________________________________________________________________________________
StreetAddress __________________________________________________________________________
City ----------------------------- State ________________ ZIP Code--------------------Home Area Code/Phone

Total Amount Enclosed---------------------

L---------------------------------------~
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KALAMAZOO COLLEGE QUARTERLY· ANNuAL REPORT 1996·97

55TH REUNION:
CLASS OF 1942
Class Agent: Marian Wilson Simmons

50TH REUNION:
CLASS OF 1947
Class Agent: Patricia Miller Pratt

Front row <from leftl: Ruth Braham, Margaret (Dold)
Pugh, Elsa Clay, Joel Clay, Joan H. Garrett. Second
row: Douglas Braham, Charles E. Garrett Jr. Third
row: Annie (McNeil) Ryan '44, Marian (Wilson)
Simmons, Betty Van Dis, Marjorie VanDyke, Pat
Ekberg, Bernadette (Weber) Hagerty. Fourth row:
Dan Ryan, Luel Simmons, Howard Van Dis, Edward
VanDyke, Gerald Gilman, John Fox.

Front row <from leftl: Warren E. Taylor, Ann Taylor,
M. Jane (Anderson) Barnhart, Pat (Thompson)
Beightler, Evelyn (Nelson) Stateler '49, Jack Stateler.
Second row: Martha (Shoemaker) Strumpfer, Maxine
(Bailey Morris) Bearss '48, Doris Bergan, Ernie
Bergan, Jackie (Buck) Mallinson '48. Third row: Bill
Olvitt, Norma (Harris) Hilker, Eleanore (Lind)
Guthrie, Ralph Kerman, Cynthia (Earl) Kerman '44.
Fourth row: Jane "Buck" (Richardson) Morgan, Dean
Morgan, Wayne R. Stone, Virginia (Johnson) Stone,
Lavon (Woodward) Russell '44, Leonard N. Russell.
Fifth row: Pat (Miller) Pratt, Eric Pratt '42, Don
Goostrey, Fran (Earle) Goostrey, Margery (LePage)
Rabbers, Shirley (Evans) LaSage. Back row: George
Otis, Shirley (Stevens) Otis '45, Barbara (Ensing)
Ludington, Bob Stowe '48, Dorothy (Biro) Kantz,
M. Dean Kantz.

FRIENDS, FAMILY, & COMMENCEMENT 1997

17

e
1996·97 Annual Fund Totals
$1,237,711
1.4'1§

Corporations
& Foundations

$344,350
28%

Alumni

$710,719
58%

Friends

$127,3 87
10%
Parents

$55,255
4%

Alumni Donors
1.4'1§

On the following pages is a class-by-class rosier
of alumni donors to !he 1996-97 Annual Fund,
recognizing !hose who conlribuled lo Kalamazoo College
between July 1, 1996, and ]uneJO, 1997.
THE 1833 SOCIITY

$ 1,000 and above
THE 0LDS SOCIETY

$500-$999
THE DEW ATERS SOCIITY

$250- $499
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't
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Financial Statement
Fiscal Year Ending june 30, 1997

REVENUES

Operating Revenues, Gains, & Other Support

1995-96

1996-97

Tuition and fees
Contributions
Federal and state grants
Investment income
Net realized gain on investments

$20,754,938
3,673,990
314,669
4,418,535
3,171,640

$22,899,504
6,946,643
308,278
4,615,642
9,948,504

Auxiliary enterprises:
Residence fees
Bookstore

4,344,491
714,681

4,436,699
759,639

Subtotal

5,059,172

5,196,338

Other

1,266,204

2,344,854

Total Revenues

$38,659,148

$52,259,763

EXPENDITURES

1995-96

1996-97

Educational and general:
Instruction and research
Public service
Academic support
Student services
Institutional support
Operation and maintenance of plant
Scholarships and fellowships

$9,655,045
1,013,040
1,597,958
2,541,913
2,762,223
1,956,045
8,522,940

9,814,406
1,235,964
1,708,675
2,431,526
2,923,379
1,976,593
9,888,581

Subtotal

28,049,164

29,979,124

Depreciation
Postretirement benefit expense
Debt service interest

1,146,169
648,073
341,172

1,236,240
608,058
320,570

Total educational and general

30,184,578

32,143,992

Auxiliary enterprises:
Residence and dining halls
Bookstore

3,314,800
638,875

3,314,282
674,926

Subtotal

3,953,675

3,989,228

Administrative and other expenditures

1,020,463

1,435 ,563

Total Operating Expenditures

$35,158,716

37,568,783

Change in net assets prior to
cumulative effect of accounting change

3,500,432

14,690,980

Cumulative effect of change in accounting
for postretirement benefits

5,683,053

Cumulative effect of change in accounting
for market value of long-term investments
Change in Net Assets

16,337, 493
($2, 182,621)

$31,028,473

o""e• taxes.
sound too good to be true?
When you give to Kalamazoo College and itemize
your deductions, your tax burden goes down.
Here's how it works ...

Did You Know?
Even though the recently passed
1997 federal tax law reduced the
tax rates on most capital gains,
there is still an advantage in
making your gifts to Kalamazoo
College in the form of
appreciated assets such as
stock or mutual fund shares.
For example, assume you
own $500 of stock that
originally cost you $100 ten
years ago and which you were
thinking of selling anyway.
lnstead of selling, incurring
capital gains tax, and then
making your gift to "K" in cash,
you should give the stock because
you won't pay the Lax on your
$400 capital gain. The new Lax
rate on capital gain in this case
is now 20%. By giving the stock,
you would save $80 in capital
gains tax ($400 gain x 20%). lf
you live in Michigan, your gift
"cost" (in the 28% federal joint
Lax bracket) would be only $80!
Call Kalamazoo College at
(616) 337-7300 for transfer
instructions for your stock gifts.

suppose you join The 1833 society by making a gift of $1,000 to
Kalamazoo College. If you are in the 28% tax bracket, you will
save $280 in taxes when you deduct your $1,000 gift, making the
actual "cost" of the gift just $720.
This chart shows the tax savings and "cost" of a $1,000 gift for
various income tax brackets.
Income Tax
Bracket
15%
28%
31%
36%
39.6%

Tax savings
$150
$280
$310
$360
$396

Gift "Cost"
$850
$720
$690
$640
$604

Additionally, many of us live in states that extend the tax
benefits of making gifts to Kalamazoo College. For example, in
Michigan there is a 50% state income tax credit (UP to $200-joint,
$100-singlel for gifts to qualifying Michigan colleges. A $400 gift
to "K" gives you a double benefit!
Here is a gift "cost" table based on various federal tax brackets.
Federal
Income Tax
Bracket
15%
28%
31%
36%
39.6%

Federal
Tax
savings
$60
$112
$124
$144
$158

Michigan "Cost" of
Tax credit $400 Gift

Michigan "Cost" of
Tax Credit $400 Gift

JOINT

JOINT

SINGLE

SINGLE

$200
$200
$200
$200
$200

$140
$88
$76
$56
$42

$100
$100
$100
$100
$100

$240
$188
$176
$156
$142

You should check your state of residence for state income tax
deductions or credits for gifts to the College. If you have
questions, call your tax adviser. Then call Kalamazoo College at
(616) 337-7284.

Kalamazoo College Advancement Staff
OFFICE OF DEVELOPMENT
Carrie A. Albers, Associate Director of the Annual Fund· (616) 33 7-7288, calbers®kzoo.edu
Kimberly j. Aldrich '80, Director of Development Operations· (616) 337-7294, kaldrich®kzoo.edu
Gianna D. Barnett, Constituent Data Processor· (616) 337-7296, dbarnett®kzoo.edu
Kathleen M. Beach, Annual Fund Assistant· (616) 337 -7289, kbeac h®kzoo.ed u
Priscilla T. Blair, Director of Research· (616) 337-7290, pblair®kzoo.edu
janice A. Block, Director of Capital and Special Projects· (616) 337-7297, block®kzoo.edu
John C. Heerspink, Director of Gift Planning· (616) 337-7300, jcheer®kzoo.edu
Lynn E. jackson, Director of the Annual Fund· (616) 337-7284, ljackson®kzoo.edu
Marilyn Kay, Capital and Planned Gifts Assistant· (616) 337-7293, mkay®kzoo.edu
Patricia M. Sparks, Assistant to the Vice President· (616) 337-7292, psparks®kzoo.edu

OFFICE OF ALUMNI RELATIONS
Marguerite R. Davenport '8 1, Director of Alumni Relations· (616) 337 -7282 , mdaven ®kzoo.edu

OFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS
Geoffrey Brown, Director of Sports Information· (616) 337-7287, gbrown®kzoo.edu
Carol A.S. Derks, Director of Publications · (6 16) 337-7299, cderks®kzoo.edu
john j. Greenhoe, Director of Public & Media Relations· (616) 337-7303, greenhoe®kzoo.edu
Christine A. Russell, Publications Assistant· (616) 337-7302, crussell®kzoo.edu
Judy Scherzer, Secretary· (616) 337-7304, scherzer®kzoo.edu

1997·98 Alumni Association Executive Board
OFFICERS
Kevin R. Howley '81, President
Amelia (Amy) S. Courter '83, Vice President
L. West Nelson II '8 1, Secretary
Robert F. Van Patten, Jr. '76, Past President

ALUMNI TRUSTEES

-

jesse L. Dungy Ill '59
Amy Mantel Hale '66
E. Turner Lewis '63
Christopher P. Reynolds '83
Shaheen Rushd '77
Stephen C. Sylvester '71

AT·LARGE MEMBERS
Caryl VanLonkhuyzen Barton '72
Douglas W. Cole '78
Dana Holton Hendrix '80
Veronica L. Hubbard '82
Robin L. Lake '90
Harley R. Pierce '51
Bonnie Wachter Swenby '69
Samantha Whitney-Uiane '87

CONSTITUENT REPRESENTATIVES
Marguerite R. Davenport '81, Alumni Relations Staff
Andrea j. Goethals '98, Student Representative
Luel P. and Marian Simmons '42,'42, Emeritus Club

