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K Says Farewell to 
Forty-Minute Fridays
Upcoming changes 
to the class schedule

MARYCLARE COLOMBO
staff writer

The Kalamazoo 
College Faculty Executive 
Committee met in fall 
quarter of 2015 to create 
a schedule that granted 
more options for classes. 
These changes include an 
added class section and the 
elimination of forty-minute 
Fridays.

Professor Jan Tobochnik 
is a chair member of the 
FEC, which looked into 
changing the schedule and 
asked faculty for input. They 
then sent their suggestion 
to department chairs and 
the Provost’s department 
to look over. After coming 
up with the final schedule, 
the faculty voted and the 
President’s staff approved it 
to take effect in the 2016-
2017 school year.

According to Tobochnik, 
there will be three class 
sections offered on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays instead of 
two. These classes will start 
at 9:30 A.M., 12:10 P.M., 
and 2:10 P.M. Changes to 
Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday start times include a 
shift from 8:30 A.M. to 8:15 
A.M. and 10 A.M. to 9:40 
A.M.

“You’re not going to have 
the forty-minute Friday 
class,” Tobochnik said. “The 
reason for that is that...you 
couldn’t get much done in 
that time. Also, the other two 

time slots are too long and 
not always that effective.”

Another amendment is 
to common time, which 
is currently on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. The new 
common time will be from 
10:55 A.M. to 11:55 A.M. 
and will have no effect on 
Community Reflections 
held on Friday mornings. 
“It’s now going to be Monday 
and Wednesday,” Tobochnik 
said.

According to Tobochnik, 
this new common time 
can be beneficial to science 
students whohave classes at 
10 o’clock, 11:50 A.M., and 
one o’clock that currently 
have no time to eat lunch.

“I think there will be 
different benefits for 
different people,” Tobochnik 
said. “For a lot of faculty that 
teach outside the sciences, 
that extra seminar slot will 
be good. For students in 
the humanities and social 
sciences, I think it’ll give 
more flexibility in terms of 
course selection.”

Other results of these 
scheduling changes include 
allowing some science 
faculty to have pre-lab times, 
and slots for languages to 
hold class four times a week 
without overlapping with 
other class sections.

“Right now a lot of courses 
overlap with each other,” 
Tobochnik said. “[Common 
time] is a little early. It’s like 
brunch if you’re having a 
meal at that time. I think 
[these changes] will be 
good. Hopefully it’ll give a 
little more flexibility.”

Dr. Jorge Gonzalez will assume his new role at the College on July 1. [Keith Mumba Photography]

serves as the Vice President 
for Academic Affairs at 
Occidental College in 
Los Angeles, California. 
Formally, Dr. Gonzalez 
worked at Trinity University 
in San Antonio, Texas, where 
he won the Most Prestigious 
Teacher Award.

Dr. Gonzalez earned his 
Bachelor’s Degree from 
Monterrey Institute of 
Technology in Monterrey, 
Mexico where he grew up. 
During college, Gonzalez 
studied abroad in Wisconsin 
and described it as a “life 

changing experience.”
Charlotte Hall K’66, who 

led the Search Committee 
and is the Board of Trustees 
Chair, said that the decision 
was “enthusiastically 
unanimous,” and read 
a quote from another 
committee member who 
said, “What impressed me 
most about Jorge Gonzalez is 
that he wants to be President 
of Kalamazoo College, not 
just a college.”

At the announcement, 
which took place in Stetson 
Chapel, current President 

Dr. Jorge G. Gonzalez Named 18th 
President of Kalamazoo College

On Tuesday, January 12 
the Kalamazoo College 
Board of Trustees and 
the Presidential Search 
Committee announced 
Jorge G. Gonzalez, Ph.D., 
as the 18th President of the 
College.

Currently, Dr. Gonzalez 

President Wilson-
Oyelaran welcomes 
the President Elect 

KATIE SCHMITZ
co-editor-in-chief

Eileen Wilson-Oyelaran 
stated that it was “a day for 
rejoicing.”

“I’m so excited to sit in 
North Carolina and watch 
K continue to thrive,” Dr. 
Wilson-Oyelaran said.

Gonzalez, who will begin 
his role as President on July 
1, said the he is “thrilled to 
come to an institution with 
such a strong standing.”

“It’s terrifying to follow 
[Dr. Wilson-Oyelaran],” 
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K Welcomes New Coach Barrett Student Leadership 
Suite Remodeled 

New women’s lacrosse coach, Jessica Smith. [Van Forsman / Index]

Jessica Smith was hired 
as K’s new women’s 

lacrosse coach in 
December 2015

NICHOLAS MARSH
sports editor

Jessica (or Jess) Smith was 
hired as the new women’s 
head lacrosse coach in 
December 2015. Since 
then she has moved herself 

and all her things from 
her hometown of Bel Air, 
Marlyand. to her new home 
in Kalamazoo

“I’m settling in now, I can 
get from work to home and 
home to work without using 
my GPS now; and I can get 
to Dunkin Donuts without 
the GPS as well,” Coach 
Smith said.

Settling herself in her 
new home is just one of the 

many challenges that face 
her this season; a list that is 
not limited to just personal 
achievements.

Following their second 
year as a varsity sport, 
Smith is hoping to continue 
the improvement that has 
already been made from the 
first season to the second.

“I think one of the first 
things I need to do is to 
evaluate where we are 
and where our strengths 
are,” Smith said as she 
prepares for the season. 
She played defense in her 
career, so having a solid 
base defensively is a very 
important strength to her.

While Smith has already 
met many of her players, 
some juniors are still on 
study abroad, and this is 
a particular “K challenge” 
she knows she has to face. 
Historically juniors at K 
study abroad in massive 
percentages, often times 
much greater percentages 
than other schools 
experience. Despite this 
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Students passing through 
the Hicks Center during the 
first week of winter quarter 
may have noticed the 
remodeling activities, which 
took place over the winter 
break.

Remodeling began 
several months ago with 
the initial installment of 
the Intercultural Center 
and completion of the 
Hicks Kitchen and adjacent 
conference room.

Immediately after 
the winter break began, 
Kalamazoo College’s Office 
of Student Involvement 
worked hard to complete 
the remaining projects, 
which included moving 

Functionality 
improvements 

grant students more 
ownership over space

ANDREW PARSONS
staff writer

the OSI offices and further 
modifications to the Barrett 
Living Room, according to 
Brian Dietz, Associate Dean 
of Students and Director of 
Student Involvement and 
the Hicks Student Center.

The storage lockers used 
by Kalamazoo College’s 
Student Organizations 
shifted to replace the 
bulletin boards of the 
Barrett Student Leadership 
Suite hallway, leaving their 
former location against the 
walls of the Barrett Living 
Room. Also added was a 
new round table intended to 
facilitate the need for both 
a homework space as well 
as “small group work area” 
described by Dietz. The new 
table is capable of seating 
six and expands the tabled 
seating capacity of the 
Barrett Living Room to 10.

The remodeling project’s 
goals were aimed at “making 
a better use of the space,” 
the space now being “more 
functional” and a “hub of 

student activities” continued 
Dietz.

The decision to remodel 
the Barrett Student 
Leadership Suite originated 
from “ideas which had 
been brewing over the 
last few years,” stemming 
from the “discussions and 
observations” that core 
users of the space brought 
to the Office of Student 
Involvement’s attention.

“We want students to feel 
a sense of ownership over 
the space, explained Dietz. 
So we looked at how to make 
it the best for students.”

Within the next week, 
the new student staff desk 
opposite the Barrett Living 
Room will have neared 
completion.

Additional changes may 
still take place. The Office 
of Student Involvement 
is currently working with 
The Index to make the 

HICKS on page 2
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.

I
THE INDEX

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Four Kalamazoo College students traveled to San Francisco over Winter Break to particpate in the “K to the Bay” program. [Brandon Siedlaczek K’16]
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Gonzalez said, “Trying to fill 
half of her shoes is going to 
be difficult.”

According to Dr. 
Gonzalez, the four factors 
that are going to change 
the world are technology, 
globalization, diversity, and 
urbanization, and students 
need to be provided with 
education that can help 

PRESIDENT from page 1 them think critically and 
creatively, and work with 
people of many different 
backgrounds, among other 
things.

“It’s not enough to simply 
talk about social justice in 
the classroom,” President 
Elect Jorge Gonzalez said.

At the event, Dr. Gonzalez 
introduced his wife, Suzie 
Gonzalez (née Martin) as 
a 1983 Kalamazoo College 

alumna.
“When I married her, 

I married the values of 
Kalamazoo College,” 
Gonzalez said.

President Wilson-
Oyelaran stated that she 
is eager to work with Dr. 
Gonzalez before her last day.

“This is a really exciting 
time for K,” the President 
concluded, “Welcome, 
welcome, welcome.”

[Keith Mumba Photography]

a lot to offer to its students 
and student athletes,” Smith 
said.

Despite the many 
challenges that face her this 
season and the following 
seasons, Smith feels she has 
found a very good place to 
call her new home. Being 
an outdoorsy person, she 

is really looking forward 
to the summer so she 
can finally experience all 
Kalamazoo has to offer. 
First thing first however, she 
truly cannot wait to get out 
on the field and enjoy doing 
what she loves, teaching 
lacrosse to successful young 
women.

challenge being unique to 
K athletics, Smith says the 
school was still one of the 
big selling points for taking 
the job here.

“I googled and researched 
the school. It has very 
strong academics and had 

COACH from page 1

office space more available 
for student use, and space 
dividers may become 
available within the Barrett 

HICKS from page 1 Living Room.
For any questions, 

comments, or concerns 
regarding the Barrett 
Student Leadership Suite, 

contact Brian Dietz at Brian.
Dietz@kzoo.edu.

Students use the remodeled Barrett Student Leadership Suite. [Andrew Parsons / Index]

LandSea Changes Leadership Application and Training
The LandSea program will see 

changes this upcoming year

AYLA HULL
contributor

Beginning this year, the 
Kalamazoo College LandSea 
Program is changing its 
leadership application 
deadline in order to 
accommodate for a more 
expansive, in-depth outdoors 
training for the program’s 
leaders.

Before this deadline 
change, LandSea leaders 
received less training due to a 
limited amount of time before 
the start of the program in 
August.

Sarah Werner K’16, 
an intern in the LandSea 
Office, a LandSea leader, 
and a previous participant 
in the program, explained, 
“the Director and Assistant 
Director were comparing 
other programs’ amount of 
time on the trail and training 
to K’s [and they found that 
LandSea leaders received less 
time in both areas].” To offer 
its leaders more time to gain 
experience both in training 
and on the trail, LandSea 
has moved its leadership 
application deadline from 
May to January 15.

As a part of their new 
training, LandSea leaders 
will attend workshops 

throughout the winter and 
spring, and will participate 
in an experiential learning 
trip over spring break in Red 
River Gorge, Kentucky. In 
Kentucky, leaders will practice 
important skills having to do 
with backcountry living and 
traveling, maps, compasses, 
bear awareness, and more. 
In June, leaders will attend 
a Wilderness Medical 
Certification Program, and 
in August they will attend 
another preparatory two-
week program, shortly before 
the actual LandSea trip.

The Director of the 
LandSea program, Jory 
Horner, explained that 
the qualities desirable in 
a LandSea leader include 
having an interest in learning 
about outdoor activities, a 
demonstrated leadership 
that is not restricted to 

outdoor leadership, teaching 
experience, and, most 
importantly, a knowledge of 
how to work with people from 
different backgrounds.

“All else can be taught,” 
Horner said.

The program’s new in-
depth training will allow 
LandSea leaders to become 
more familiar with risk 
management and rescue 
measures, as well as other 
preventative measures, to 
make the program an overall 
safer and better experience 
for everyone.

“I think [these changes] 
will allow leaders to be more 
skilled in the areas that they 
need to be,” Werner said.

The process to apply to 
become a LandSea leader 
remains identical to the 
standard application for 
leadership positions at K. 

LandSea Patrol A2 in 2012 was one of the first patrols to camp in the Adirondacks. 
[Photo by Emily Sklar K’15]
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 We see our professors in 
the academic setting and 
sometimes forget about the 
stories that brought them 
here. Thursday afternoon 
I was able to sit down with 
Professor of Economics, Dr. 
Patrik Hultberg, to learn more 
about his experiences.        

Like many students, Dr. 
Hultberg’s plans changed; he 
didn’t have it all figured out 
at the beginning. However, by 

learning from his experiences 
and following his interests he 
was able to continue pursuing 
what he enjoys. 

Dr. Hultberg, who is 
originally from Sweden, 
came to the U.S. as a high 
school exchange student. He 
found himself in Shoshoni, 
Wyoming, a small town of 
under 700 residents. Dr. 
Hutlberg spent a year there 
and soon returned to the U.S. 
for his undergraduate at the 
University of Ohio Wesleyan, 
where he planned to study 
Chemical Engineering. His 
plans quickly changed when 
he took an Economics 101 
course and decided to pursue 

economics instead.  
While studying abroad 

in Strasbourg, France, Dr. 
Hultberg took time to travel 
Europe, which he said was a 
powerful experience. 

“You face all of these 
unscripted problems that you 
have to solve on the spot, and 
there is no parent or teacher 
to help you,” he said. “You 
just have to figure it out, and 
that is when you learn the 
most.” Dr. Hultberg tries to 
incorporate this mentality 
into the classroom and he also 
continues to travel. He mixes 
business with pleasure while 
spending summers teaching 
in South Korea and attending 

conferences around the U.S.  
Dr. Hultberg’s personal 

interests focus on international 
economics, human behavior, 
and concepts around teaching. 
Even when reading in his free 
time, he tends towards these 
subjects.  

“I am lucky enough to like 
what I am doing enough to 
learn about it even when I 
am not working,” he said. 
Dr. Hultberg appreciates 
the emphasis on teaching, 
the type of students, and 
the international aspect of 
Kalamazoo College, and said 
he enjoys his position. “We 
have our priorities straight 
here,” he said.

grady schneider
contributor

Pursuing Passions: Early Graduation Unlocks Opportunities

For some students, 
graduation is the final 
involuntary push into 
adulthood. A big scary world 
lies beyond the four years at 
1200 Academy, a world that 
to some seems so far off. 

But for a select few students, 
graduation actually can’t come 
any sooner.

Having already completed 
or nearing completion of all 
graduation requirements, 
Sarah Werner K’16, Chiara 
Sarter K’16, and Graham 
Key K’16, are three students 
from this select group that 
will soon be taking their last 
leap into the world earlier 
than expected.  

With ten K quarters under 

her belt, Sarah Werner will 
soon be marching off into 
the wilderness to attend to 
her adoration of the outdoors 
one quarter early. 

“It was so empowering to 
realize the things that I was 
capable of,” Werner described 
as she reflected on her first 
LandSea expedition, the one 
on which she uncovered her 
love of the outdoors and 
“proved her [doubtful mother] 
wrong.”

Werner is pursuing a 
career in outdoor education. 
Whether her future will involve 
climbing or rescuing, logistical 
coordination, recreation, or 
teaching is something she’ll 
leave for the trail to decide.  

Is Werner the next Jory 
Horner, Director of Outdoor 
Programs? 

“Honestly that’s my dream,” 
Werner promptly replied, but 
for now it’s just a waiting game. 

Meanwhile, Sarter and Key 

are graduating this spring with 
the class of 2016 after just three 
years in college.  

Sarter realized that she 
could graduate this spring 
with her biology major if she 
didn’t go on study abroad. 
Having already taken a gap 
year before starting college 
to explore parts of the world, 
Sarter didn’t feel as if [she] was 
missing out on an experience. 

“K does a good job at 
introducing students to 
variety but lacks depth,” 
Sarter mentioned as she 
explained her search for 
specialization. Sarter’s Art 
Senior Individualized Project 
has enabled her to more 
seriously pursue a career in 
art, and so an early graduation 
will give her time to develop 
and market herself as an artist.  

“Perhaps I’ ll  follow 
biological illustration, but for 
now I need to be contacting 
art galleries,” she said as she 

spoke of her future plans.  
Key, also forfeiting a study 

abroad program for early 
graduation with a History 
major and Political Science 
minor “wanted a gap year to 
figure out what to do.” Key, 
an avid writer and playwright 
wants “time to write and 
travel.” 

“I want to write the second 
act to a play I wrote,” Key 
explained, “and it would be 
spectacular if my former high 
school could perform it.”

In the years after, Key 
expects to become heavily 
involved with urban planning.

 Key a lready has 
arrangements with a real estate 
agency.  “I’m fascinated as 
to how institutions structure 
and use space,” Key told of 
his interest, and touching on 
Detroit’s future, “I want to be 
part of the solution.”

andrew parsons
staff writer

Alumni Column: Bob Schultz

Want more K news?
Then check us out online!

www.thekzooindex.com

Humans of K: Robert Davis

 Q: Can you talk about how 
you’ve spent your life since 
graduating from K? 

After graduating from 
Kalamazoo I spent the summer 
searching for jobs, golfing, and 
spending time with family and 
friends. It was a bit of a weird 
time, not having homework 
or class to do, so I was able to 
catch up on pleasure reading 
and things. I’m a pretty avid 
home brewer and I put some of 
my free time towards reading 
and experimenting with some 
recipes I had in the works. In 
that same vein, I spent a few 
weeks working at a hop farm 
to understand a different side 
of the industry that I’d never 
seen before. I’m now working 
in a chemistry lab and keeping 
busy throughout the week. 

Q: What do you do for work 
(or school) now?  

At the moment, I’m doing 
contract work at Zoetis in an 
analytical chemistry lab. It’s 

nice to work there because 
I feel like the skills I learned 
from internships and classes 
are being directly applied 
to the work I do. Most of 
the assays are low-tech but 
I get to help identify active 
pharmaceutical ingredients on 
a variety of veterinary drugs 
and make sure that everything 
was manufactured correctly.  

Q: How did you get into 
what you are doing? 

I was pretty fortunate to get 
the job that I have between 
timing and persistence. A 
friend from high school 
worked in the accounting side 
at Zoetis and I ran into him 
over the summer in South 
Haven. We talked about post-
grad life and he let me know 
that there was a position open 
in one of their labs. After a 
couple of weeks I had an 
interview and was signed on 
as a contract worker.  

Q: How applicable has your 
K education been to your post 
grad occupation? 

Kalamazoo’s chemistry 
department was excellent 
in preparing me for this job. 
While the tasks I’m doing 
aren’t terribly difficult, I feel 

extremely comfortable on the 
bench and there seems to be 
a lot of opportunity to grow 
into a role that uses some more 
complex skills that I gained 
through internships. Ideally 
I’d be able to use some of my 
Spanish in the lab, but for 
the time being, it’s wishful 
thinking. 

Q: Do you know what’s next 
for Bob Schultz?  

I’m going to interview to be 
hired into Zoetis rather than 
doing contract work, which 
would be sweet. If that’s the 
case I want to start looking 
ahead to graduate school 
for an MBA or a masters in 
chemistry. I just bought some 
new golf clubs so I’m hoping 
that I can get on the course 
again early this spring. Besides 
that I’m trying to see how 
to use my Spanish language 
skills in the community, maybe 
traveling back to Spain for a 
bit, and looking to start singing 
again after a very extended 
hiatus. Who knows though, 
I’m just enjoying post-grad 
life and trying to keep life light 
for the first time in four years.

Three students share 
their future plans 

Sarah Werner K’16  leads new students through nature on LandSea. [Photo cour-
tesy of Sarah Werner] 

Learning about Dr. 
Hultberg outside of the 

classroom

Dr. Hultberg in his office. [Grady Schneider  / Index]

nicholas marsh
sports editor

A recent graduate of K 
enjoys golf and home 

brewing

Robert Davis K’ 19 loves 
balloons. At least that’ s what 
he loves most about his Party 
City job back in his hometown 
of Colorado Springs, Colorado.  

“Blowing up the balloons is 
so much fun! I also really like 
seeing the excitement on kids’  
faces when they see Candy 
City, the candy department,” 
he says.  

Davis is the second youngest 
of three siblings, and also has 
two Pekinese dogs. A self-
proclaimed “Theater Geek”, he 
does not plan on staying with 
Party City for much longer. 

“I hope to be involved with 
English and Theater in some 
magnitude, whether it’ s on 
the side or my main job.” 

He has a jumpstart on both 
creative outlets through the 
courses he is taking at K this 
term: Stagecrafters, Queer 
Black History, and Beyond 
Realism. Last term, after taking 
his first year seminar, Against 
the Current, Davis grew to 
appreciate the professor, Ed 
Menta. 

“He cares an awful lot and 
you can tell.”

Davis also hopes to become 
more involved with the 
College’ s Theater department. 
However, he has still made 
sure to inject both aspects 
into his life whenever possible.  

When not writing or at the 
theater, one might find him 
jamming out to Owl City or 
Lany in his dorm with a few 
friends. In those moments, 
he remembers what he most 
admires in other people: 

“Genuine happiness. And 
not the dictionary definition... 
Genuinely happy people 
radiate. They spread the happy. 
We need more of that.” 

Later, Davis reflected on 
what he loves about himself.

 “To be honest, I most 
admire my creativity,” Davis 
says. “As a writer and actor, I 
feel safe in the fantasy world. 
I let my imagination run wild, 
and for now, I don’ t want this 
part of myself to change...

As Adam Young of Owl City 
sings, ‘ Reality is a lovely place, 
but I wouldn’ t want to live 
there’ .”

Above his bed hangs 
another quote that Davis loves. 
Spoken by Alan Turing of the 
Imitation Game, this quote 
serves of an everyday reminder 
of motivation and self-care.  

“‘Sometimes it is the people 
no one can imagine anything 
of who do the things no one 
can imagine’... Because I 
sometimes feel inadequate. 
This helps remind me that... 
I am still capable of becoming 
something.”

sarena brown
staff writer

Davis looks to embrace 
his creative side at K

Robert Davis K’19 hopes to explore the theater department at K. [Sarena 
Brown  / Index]

Bob Schultz K’15. [Provided by Josie Cibelli K’16]
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LandSea 2016, It’s Time
olivia gaines
contributor

The Trigger Warning Debate

chris cribbs
contributor

It’s only fair to put you on 
notice. This Friday, Jan. 15, 
closes the 2016 opportunity 
to possibly adopt the LandSea 
leader identity. There’s an 
unmistakable grit and quirky 
aliveness at the core of those 
who decide to go into the wild 
and return to the Zoo. One 
comes back remembering to 
look at the moon, and gains 
lifetime access into a network 
of intimate connections.

Come August, K College 
Outdoor Programs will cycle 
its 41st year of incoming 
freshman, returning students, 
and established alumni 
through landscapes which 
entertain peace, sweat, spice 
kits, and mosquito bites. It’s an 
intense challenge armed with 
social perks and skills to battle 
living without the comforts of 
Netflix, modern plumbing, 
and air-controlled spaces. As 
a leader, you also learn how 
to save someone’s life in a 
variety of ways, including your 
own, as a result of earning a 
Wilderness Advanced First 
Aid certification (WAFA). 

All that is required is the 
decision to reach outside of- “I 
could never do that” to emerge 
and say, “I’m surprised it took 
me this long to do something 
like this.” 

Both years I participated 
I questioned my ability to 
complete the experience based 
on perceived limits including- 
my beliefs surrounding 
outdoor culture, my workout 
habits, and my willingness to 
invest more money on top 
of a thriftless bookstore and 
tuition bill. Looking back, 
the LandSea Leader program 
has paid me back faster with 
more tangible skills, vision 
for my future, and character 
growth than my entire first 
year of college, excluding my 
participation in the inaugural 
TEDxKcollege conference.  

My enrollment as a K 
student paid my entrance fees, 
friends and the gear room 
covered my material expenses 
for items I didn’t have, the 

program gave me a specific 
time-frame to exercise, which 
shaped my body in time for 
DOGL, and I have a rooted 
determination and leadership 
practice that bleeds into all 
spheres of my own human 
endeavor. That’s power. 

And there’s more.
I went from being a first-

year participant completing a 
50-mile loop into a first-time 
LS leader co-responsible for 
bringing eight new Hornets 
home in the span of two 
summers. Each day was like 

a road-trip on feet and at times 
a canoe until our community 
forged an adept culture 
sharing the roles of teacher, 
therapist, mother, brother, 
etc.. Classmates transcended 
the first impression and 
transformed into family. 
Nature tested us all through 
thunderstorms, summits, 
navigation without google 
maps, and food drizzled 
with trail-spice. Together, we 
climbed through realms of 
human performance beyond 
academics and internships, 
and returned perfumed in 

dirt and confidence after 
creating an 18-day artwork 
of survival in the Adirondack 
Peaks. It’s still a core memory 
and conversation topic I find 
myself returning to again and 
again, especially now with the 
view from my hospital bed.

Today, I’m battling AML- a 
form of leukemia. I presented 
with neck pain during the 
final days of the trip. At that 
point, I would’ve had two 
months to live. Using my 
body to climb mountains and 
canoe through rivers pushed 

the symptoms forward so I 
could begin treatment. I am 
so grateful LandSea exists, 
simply if only to walk away for 
a time from a culture of getting 
things done on paper in ten 
weeks to a community prayer 
of physical and emotional 
endurance. For me, LandSea 
and its leaders return to a full 
purpose of an education and is 
an answer to getting the most 
out of your college experience, 
more importantly - your life. 
I hope you apply.

Olivia Gaines as a first-time LandSea leader this past summer. [Provided by 
Olivia Gaines]

Olivia Gaines with her co-leader Shannon Haupt K’16 and the first-years they led. [Provided by Olivia Gaines]

Former LandSea leader 
shares her experiences

In the past year or so, 
college students have gained 
attention for advocating the 
use of trigger warnings in 
classroom settings. 

This development has been 
met quite negatively; an article 
in The Atlantic last September 
that opposes warnings states, 
“the ultimate aim, it seems, is 
to turn campuses into “safe 
spaces”where young adults 
are shielded from words 
and ideas that make some 
uncomfortable.” While these 
concerns are understandable, 
the arguments behind them 
are weak and rely on the idea 
that students that attempt to 
exercise influence over their 
education are needy and 
undeserving.  

Trigger warnings originally 
existed to warn those who have 
had a traumatic life experience 
that some content may evoke 
past trauma, thus giving them 
a choice whether or not to 
engage it. The motive behind 
desiring such a warning is 
clear: it’s hard for anyone 
to focus on understanding 

something when reminds 
them of a life event they’d 
rather forget or, worse, still 
struggle with. It doesn’t seem 
like a significant demand to 
offer such a warning, in fact 
it almost seems polite. 

Of course, all actions are 
open to misinterpretation, and 
trigger warnings have received 
significant criticism from those 
who view warnings as a reason 
for students to simply ignore 
material they disagree with. 
Such fears are understandable- 
a subject cannot be completely 
understood if parts of it are 
ignored, but they also miss 
the original point of the 
warning. Traumatic events 
are involuntary, as a New York 
Times op-ed explains. 

“For someone who has 
experienced major trauma, 
vivid reminders can serve to 
induce states of body and mind 
that are rationally eclipsing 
[...] The thought behind 
trigger warnings isn’t just 
that these states are highly 
unpleasant (although they 
certainly are). It’s that they 
temporarily render people 
unable to focus, regardless of 
their desire or determination 
to do so.”

Such an event is clearly 
counterproductive to 
one’s education. A student 
concerned about their ability 

to engage potentially triggering 
material would then be able to 
work with their professor to 
find a better accommodation.  

Now, the merits of trigger 
warnings remain controversial, 
but the debate only scratches 
the surface of the problem 
and fail to understand that 
the call for trigger warnings 
is only a symptom of deeper 
social problems. 

There would be less need to 
avoid provocative content if 
its substance didn’t continue 
to harm people and damage 
society. 

Opposition to warnings is 
understandable since they 
represent a change in social 
customs; those who were 
satisfied in a world without the 
change likely don’t understand 
the need for one. Despite this, 
it should remain painfully 
obvious why trigger warnings 
serve a purpose, even to those 
who lack past trauma. For 
those people, there are similar 
situations - for example, if I 
told you who dies in the new 
“Star Wars” movie, you’d be 
rather upset at me, and that 
would ruin your impression 
of this article. Thus, clearly, 
if I want this interaction to 
benefit the both of us, I’ll keep 
my knowledge of plot details 
to myself.

Origins and current 
motives of trigger 

warnings

New Preferred-Name Policy 
Still Lacking

When I came to campus 
with a new name to match my 
gender identity, I was beyond 
thrilled to hear that a formal 
preferred-change policy had 
been adopted here. 

Before this policy, it was 
the responsibility of students 
to e-mail their professors 
and let them know about the 
change. This exchange can 
be awkward, uncomfortable, 
and makes the start of the 
year incredibly stressful, as 
occasionally you will not know 
if the professor received, or 
decided to acknowledge your 
e-mail, until the first day of 
class. 

Not to mention the interface 
for a name change—a simple 

form on the Kalamazoo 
College website that takes less 
than a minute to fill out—is all 
you need. Getting your name 
on your ID in security was 
even easier, and Eric Wimbley 
made sure mine was done 
right. 

While I am incredibly 
excited about the potential 
this policy has, I, and several 
other transgender or gender 
non-conforming students, 
are still unhappy with several 
components of the policy.             

One problem is their claim 
that a name change takes two 
business weeks to process is 
far-off. I waited almost two 
months to get mine changed, 
which is a lifetime to someone 
who feels like they are living 
under a false identity. Others 
were not as fortunate, and 
some still had not seen theirs 
by the end of the quarter.             

While I cannot pretend to 
understand what database 

work goes into a name change, 
I do think it is unreasonable for 
the time frame to be so varied. 
At the very least, the school 
should give a more realistic 
time frame to us.             

Another problem is that 
the name change, while 
efficient on rosters and e-mail 
addresses, does not expand to 
the registrar. Every quarter, 
without fail, I get e-mail 
messages using my incorrect 
name. Others have found their 
legal names plastered on the 
school’s website, rather than 
their preferred one.             

These instances are 
incredibly harmful to 
transgender or gender non-
conforming students on this 
campus, and invalidate our 
identity. While the policy 
shows promise, far more needs 
to be done before the college 
can consider themselves trans-
inclusive.

riley pizza
opinions editor

Students still unhappy 
with policy 
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The Theatre Department is 
planning on having five plays 
during this quarter. Starting 
this week, The Mountaintop, 
a co-production of Face Off 
Theatre, part of the Black 
Arts & Cultural Center, and 
Festival Playhouse Diversity 
Guest Artist Series, will be 
performed from January 
14-17. The play will provide 
a reimagination of the night 
before the assassination of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. After 
receiving some surprising 
news, Dr. King is forced to 
confront his legacy to his 
people. There will be a talkback 
after this show on January 15. 

Later in the quarter, from 
February 25-28, the main 

A preview of the 
Theater Department’s 

plans for winter 

mitch herr
contributor

What’s To Come in Theater 
stage play will be Bad Jews, 
directed by Ed Menta. One 
of the main reasons that this 
play was chosen, Menta said, 
is that most of our audience 
at Kalamazoo College is not 
Jewish. That’s absolutely 
why we need to do the play 
here. In order to increase 
awareness about this identity 
as accurately as possible, 
they are also working with 
the Jewish Studies program. 
Overall, the play is about four 
Jewish Americans struggling 
to define themselves in today’s 
world. There will be a talkback 
after this show on February 25. 

On February 11-14,Family 
Crimes, a play written and 
directed by Belinda McCauley 
K’12, will be presented. This 
play is very personal to 
Belinda.  

 (It is) inspired by women 
in my family, and those are 
stories that I think deserve to 
be told, McCauley said.  

Her other main reason for 
wanting to present this play is 
to tell a story about oppression. 

This play will be a one act 
play about three generations 
of Latina women who made 
sacrifices in their pasts, leading 
to long held secrets or crimes. 
There will be a talkback after 
this show on February 12. 

On February 5 - 6,The Test, 
directed by Madalyn Grau 
K’16, will be presented at 
the New Play Festival. This 
will be a 10-minute play and 
focuses on the story of two 
men waiting for the results 
of some unknown test.  

The last show of the 
quarter, Sketch-a-etch, a 
sketch comedy by Katie Lee 
K’16, will be presented from 
March 4-5. This show will be 
a Second City style comedy 
revue show, which means 
that it is made of long and 
short sketches, parodies, and 
songs that Katie Lee and her 
ensemble will write. What 

makes Sketch-a-etch different 
from other comedy revue 
shows is that it will be made 
from improvisation work and 
scenes that they will be doing 
in rehearsal. She learned this 
process for creating a sketch 
show while studying away at 
the Second City.  

“I believe that this sort of 
show is the perfect mix of what 
the Theatre Department and 
Monkapult do here at K,” Lee 
said. “My goal is to highlight 
to audiences how comedy and 
satire are generally good for 
the soul and that comedy is 
more than just entertainment, 
but a means of making serious 
political and social statements 
as well.”

[Photo provided by the Theater Department]

The Hateful Eight is Quentin 
Tarantino’s eighth feature film. 
Taking place in post-American 
Civil War Wyoming, it features 
Kurt Russell as a bounty hunter 
named John The Hangman 
Ruth and Samuel L. Jackson 
playing another bounty 
hunter named Maj Marquis 
Warren. Ruth (Kurt Russell) is 
taking a fugitive named Daisy 
Domergue (Jennifer Jason 
Leigh) to a town called Red 
Rock, where he is to collect a 
reward of $10,000. On his way, 
he encounters Maj. Marquis 
Warren, who is also taking 
three bounties of his own 
to Red Rock. They pick up 
another hitchhiker along the 

way, who claims to be the new 
sheriff of Red Rock. The trip 
to Red Rock, however, is soon 
delayed by a blizzard, forcing 
the party to stop at Minnie’s 
Haberdashery, where they 
encounter four strangers. It is 
soon realized that one of them 
is not who they say they are. 
Someone is an accomplice to 
Domergue, but no one knows 
whom. No one can be trusted 
in this thrilling and engaging 
new film.  

In many ways, The Hateful 
Eight is a very typical Tarantino 
film with snappy dialogue and 
dark humor. The characters of 
the film are all very engaging 
in their own right and keep 
the audience wondering who 
Domergue’s accomplice is.  

Along with the plot and 
characters, this film is 
beautiful aesthetically. The 
cinematography makes the 
viewer almost feel as though 
they are in the Rockies with 

wide, breathtaking shots of 
the mountains.  

The music in the film sets 
the atmosphere up well, too. 
Written by Ennio Marcone, 
the soundtrack harkens back 
to olden times out west with 
songs that sound as though 
they are almost folk songs. 
The soundtrack intensifies 
whenever the plot does, 
creating for the audience a 
greater understanding of what 
is at stake.  

One criticism I have of the 
film is that it runs rather long, 
especially in the third act when 

Louie’s Puts On Two-Night 
Fest 

Last weekend, Louie’s 
Trophy House put on a two-
night festival sponsored by 
WIDR titled ZOOthousand 
16. Organized by Tim Bauer, 
seven to eight acts played each 
night, with a total of seven 
acts hailing from Kalamazoo. 
Performers included Pets, 
ByJr, Bronze Mambas, Boring 
People, Soul Low, The Fiction 
Junkies, True F.O., Brad Miller, 

Katy Needs A Life/Band, THE 
COUNTER ELITES, The Free 
Life, Jes Kramer, The Plurals, 
Ghost Bunnies, and THE 
MUSHMEN.

When asked about his 
motivation for putting on 
the event, Bauer said that 
one of his main goals was 
“to put together two days 
of local and regional bands, 
hopefully introducing Kzoo 
folks to some other bands 
from around the area.”

Julia Koreman K‘ 14, who 
was at ZOOthousand16 
Saturday night, admired 
Louie’s as a venue.

“Overall,” Koreman said, “I 
was impressed by the acoustics 
of the space, and I like that 
they had seating options.”

THE COUNTERELITES 
were one act Koreman agreed 
caught the audience’s attention. 
The band was composed of 
two members, a lead singer/
guitarist and a drummer, and 
used costume to drive their 
personality on stage. The lead 
member wore a leather jacket, 
Elvis style gold metalized 
shades, and an overgrown 
Elvis style wig. The drummer 
also wore glasses along with 
a stars and stripes bandana.

“ I  t h o u g h t  T H E 
COUNTERELITES were 
really dynamic, and it was 
really impressive that it was 
a two man band. However, it 
seemed like they catered to an 
audience who already knew 

their style and what was going 
to happen, and I wasn’ t a huge 
fan of the costumes,” Koreman 
said. “I think it would have 
been more vibrant and exciting 
if both members had shown 
their enthusiasm through 
their costumes. The lead 
guitarist’s / singer’s costume 
was distracting from the other 
member of the band and from 
what they were playing.

Bauer’s band, The Free Life, 
was another act that stood 
out, with lyrics like “I smell 
like a human, you smell like a 
corporation.” Lyrics like these, 
Bauer said, are about“real 
social and political issues, but 
in a somewhat lighthearted or 
satirical way.”

Another major goal Bauer 
had in mind when organizing 
ZOOthousand16 was “the 
hope that people would come 
out and enjoy some tunes in 
January, a month when people 
might be less likely to check 
out some bands.”

Overall, Bauer said that 
he felt ZOOthousand16 was 
successful. Around 230 people 
attended the festival between 
the two nights.  

The True F.O., who played 
on Friday night, will be back 

The 
Hateful Eight 

Review
Quentin Tarantino 

returns with new film

tim decoursey
staff writer

the film reveals its twist.  
By the end, the film becomes 

gratuitously violent, as many 
of Tarantino’s films are.  This 
film is not for the faint of heart 
or those who have trouble 
seeing blood on the screen. 
For fans of Quentin Tarantino’s 
past works, the film will be a 
highly enjoyable experience as 
it features many of the same 
tropes and themes. People 
who dislike Tarantino’s work 
will be disappointed again, 
for the most part. 

elise houcek 
a&e editor 

at Louie’s February 6 along 
with artists Vines, Bermudas, 
and Sister Syren.      

Brad Miller of Kalamazoo. [Photos provided by Tim Bauer]

Jes Kramer of Grand Rapids [Photos provided by Tim Bauer]

Cartoon by Sarena Brown K’ 19
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Sanders and Zerki 
Represent K in Mexico 

Dylan Zerki K’16 and 
Octavius Sanders K’16 were 
both selected to the Tazón 
de Estrellas (Bowl of the 
Stars) after concluding each 
of their stupendous seasons 
in the fall. This season Zerki 
had a conference leading 106 

nicholas marsh
sports editor

tackles and added three sacks 
for the Hornets, while Sanders 
had a conference leading 
five interceptions, including 
three that were returned for 
touchdowns.  

Following both of their stat-
sheet loaded seasons, the pair 
were both selected to the All-
MIAA defensive team, and 
Sanders was also selected as 

All-Region. Neither player 
knew in advance that the 
invitation to play in Mexico 
was coming, until one day 
they were selected and got a 
letter inviting them to play in 
the game.  

The game took place in Baja, 
Mexico on December 19. It 
featured a team of American All 
Stars, selected from Division 

Dylan Zerki represents Kalamazoo College and the United States in the Tazón de Estrellas in Baja, Mexico. [Photo  
provided by Octavius Sanders]  

Octavius Sanders represents Kalamazoo College and the United States in the Tazón de Estrellas in Baja, Mexico. 
[Photo provided by Octavius Sanders]

III schools across the country, 
against a team of Mexican All 
Stars selected from private 
universities across Mexico.  

“We were there for seven 
days total, had about a week of 
practice and then the game,” 
Zerki said. 

Both Zerki and Sanders said 
the practice was fun because 
they got to play with new 
people and make new bonds.  

“It was really cool meeting 
and playing with new people. 
Working hard helped us make 
some bonds,” Sanders said. “I 
met some new brothers down 
there. 

Sanders in particular had a 
unique experience in the Tazón 
de Estrellas as he played as a 
receiver instead of his normal 
defensive back position. The 
decision to play receiver came 
when the team realized they 

could use some more help in 
the position, and Sanders felt 
he was more than equipped 
for the job.  

“I’m an athlete. I can play 
both sides. Plus I always wanted 
to play receiver,” Sanders said. 
The receiver experience was a 
huge success as he led the team 
with eight receptions for 88 
yards. Zerki also experienced 
success; playing in his normal 
linebacker role, he led the team 
with nine tackles, including 
one for a loss. Both of their 
efforts were essential to the 
closest victory in Tazón de 
Estrellas history, a 15-14 victory 
decided by a late fourth quarter 
two point conversion to seal 
the win. 

Following their football 
experience abroad, both Zerki 
and Sanders are focused on 
chilling out now, taking in 

what Kalamazoo College has 
remaining to offer, and of 
course finishing their Senior 
Individualized Projects. Zerki 
is a business major and one 
day may want to work in 
finance, but at the same time 
he’s considering opportunities 
to keep playing football, maybe 
even somewhere overseas. 
Sanders is an anthropology/
sociology major, who is 
strongly considering a graduate 
school program in Mexico 
where he can play football 
and get his MBA in two years. 
Whatever the future holds, both 
players know this experience 
was worth all the hard work 
and two-a-days during their 
lifetime of playing the sport 
they love. 

koji vroom 
staff writer

Many of Kalamazoo 
College’s students return 
home over the six weeks 
of winter break starting 
around Thanksgiving and 
ending around the New 
Year. The men’s basketball 
team, however, remained 
on campus to continue their 
season, and also took trips 
to San Antonio, Texas and 
Cleveland, Ohio.  

Prior to their trips, the 
Hornets notched their first 
win of the season on the 
road over Lawrence Tech. 
The team then travelled to 
San Antonio to participate 
in the Trinity Invitational 
Tournament, and got to 
take in a San Antonio Spurs 

game. 
After returning home 

from Texas and going 
home shortly for Christmas, 
the Hornets hit the road 
again, this time for the Bill 
Sudeck Holiday Tournament 
in Cleveland. While in 
Cleveland, the Hornets 
eclipsed the century mark 
for the first time this 
season in a game against 
Case Western Reserve, but 
it was not enough, as they 
fell 118-100. 

In the non-conference first 
eleven games of their season, 
Junior Chase Baysdell K ’17 
led the Hornets in scoring 
16.3 ppg, to go along with 
8.5 rpg. Adam Dykema K ’17 
also had strong contributions 
throughout the non-
conference schedule, adding 
13.7 ppg, including his team 
leading 27 3-pointers. 

This past week the 
Hornets began the MIAA 
season with games at home 

versus Alma and on the road 
at #23 Trine. In their home 
opener, the Hornets fought 
the Scots into overtime, but 
fell just short, losing 86-85. 
The Hornets then fell to 
nationally ranked Trine on 
Saturday 77-59. 

Through the first two 
games of the MIAA 
season, first-year Demarco 
Dickerson K ’19 exploded 
into the conference season, 
averaging 21 ppg. Dykema 
has stayed consistent with 
his scoring, averaging 13.5 
this past week, and Baysdell 
has continued his strong 
contributions, averaging a 
double-double through the 
first two conference games 
at10 ppg and 12 rpg. 

The Hornets return to 
action today, Wednesday, 
when they travel to take on 
Albion on the road, and then 
return home to face Olivet 
on Saturday January 16.

Two of K’s football stars were selected to play in a Division III All-Star game in Mexico that occurred over winter break. 

First-year Demarco Dickerson has exploded during the first two conference games of the season. [Kimberly Moss / provided by Kalamazoo College 
Athletic Department]

[Beatriz Feijoo / Index]

[Beatriz Feijoo / Index]
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Funding Board Becomes Reality

The newly appointed members of the Student Funding Board. L-R: Shivani Rana K’19, Andrew Parsons K’19, Elyse Tuennerman K’18, Ian McKnight K’19, Karina Duarte K’18, and Dylan Polcyn K’16.  (Not Pictured: Isaac Fadden K’17, Travis Hunziker K’18) 
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DELANEY FORDELL
news editor

On Friday January 15, 
the new Student Funding 
Board held elections for 
the Kalamazoo College 
student body to vote in its 
new members. Through the 
online voting system the 
seven new members of the 
board were voted in.

The Student Funding 
Board will take part in 
distributing the Student 
Activities fee. According to 

New student funding 
board elects members

Elyse Tuennerman K’18, 
who is the Student Funding 
Board Office Coordinator, 
“the ultimate goal of the 
[board] is to allocate our 
portion of the student 
activity fee, which is broken 
into certain chunks, where 
one part will now go to 
student funding.”

There were seven 
members appointed to this 
year’s funding board, three 
Co-Chairs who will run the 
meetings and take notes and 
four class representatives, 
each representing each class. 
The results of  the three Co-

Chairs are Karina Duarte 
K’18, Andrew Parsons K’19, 
and Ian McKnight K’19. The 
First-Year Representative 
is Shivani Rana K’19, the 
Sophomore Representative 
is Travis Hunziker K’18, 
the Junior Representative 
is Isaac Fadden K’17, and 
the Senior Representative 
is Dylan Polcyn K’16. In 
the future, Tuennerman’s 
position will be appointed 
through a voting process 
also, however this year she 
was appointed by Brian 
Dietz, the Associate Dean 
of Students and Director of 

Student Involvement and 
the Hicks Student Center.

The Student Funding 
Board will help Student 
Organizations apply and 
receive funding, staying 
with the proposal through 
all it’s steps.

“[The plan for now] is to 
[mark] days in the fall when 
every [student organization] 
who wants to travel, [for 
example], will meet in 
November and figure out 
how the budget can apply 
to all of them,” Tuennerman 
said.

“[We hope] that this board 

will help alleviate the fear of 
being rejected that student 
organizations have felt in 
the past about receiving 
funding,” Tuennerman 
continued.

The Student Funding 
Board will vote on proposals 
to either approve or reject 
them based on if they are 
“fiscally responsible”, have 
researched the discounts 
that could be applied, and 
if they have planned them 
early enough to receive any 
and all discounts. The Board 
aims to make the student 
activity fee available to 

everyone.
“It’s important that not 

only the funds stay in [the] 
student’s hands but that all 
the money is accounted for 
and ready for use,” Duarte, 
newly appointed Student 
Funding Board Co-Chair, 
said. “I hope that the 
funding board will be able to 
create an efficient process for 
StuOrg funding but that also 
can go beyond the basic tasks 
of funding and plan ways to 
create more representative 
and interactive events and 
activities for the campus 
community.”

K Holds Events for Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Speaker Ora Strokes at the Reverend Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Convocation.
[Ayla Hull /  Index]

From January 15 to 18, in 
honor of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day, Kalamazoo 
College reflected on the 
legacy of Dr. King in a 
Community Reflection, 
Convocation, and 
Commemorative Walk.

At each event, K students, 
faculty, and extended 
community members 
gathered to discuss the 
importance of community 
by reflecting on Dr. King’s 
question: what are you 
doing for others?

On Friday January 15, 
K community members 
gathered in Stetson Chapel 
for the Reverend Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Community Reflection 

where eight students and 
faculty members offered 
reflections on the theme 
of community through 
speeches and music. The last 
speaker, Daria Lewis K’16, 
asked the congregation to 
participate in a moment of 
silent reflection to ponder 
Dr. King’s question through 
an inverted lens—by asking, 
“What are others doing for 
me?”

On Monday January 18, 
Ora Stokes travelled to K 
to speak at the Reverend 
Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Convocation in Stetson 
Chapel, augmented by a 
musical selection from the 
Hawthorne Singers. Stokes 
shared that Dr. King’s 
speeches and rhetoric were 
one of her favorite pastimes 
as a young girl, “What 
captivated me most about 
Dr. King was his faith. He 
had the audacity to think 

and to dream about things 
that we wouldn’t dare 
think about in a room by 
ourselves.”

But Stokes did not end 
there. She clarified that her 
purpose in speaking was not 
to lure the congregation into 
a “false sense of security” 
regarding issues of racial 
injustice; that although 

AYLA HULL
contributor

Celebrating the life and 
legacy of Dr. King
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Gender-Neutral Restrooms 
Unveiled in Hicks

K’s Counseling Center 
sponsors ribbon-cutting 
ceremony for all-gender 

restrooms 

SARENA BROWN
staff writer

In most cases, the descriptor 
of trans with an asterisk, 
“trans*”, is meant to be 
a more inclusive term, 
enveloping identities 
like (but not limited to) 
transgender, genderqueer, 
and gender-fluid folks.

Last Friday, January 
15, Kalamazoo College’s 
counseling department 
sponsored a ribbon-
cutting ceremony for staff 
and students to officially 
recognize the newly 
refinished all-gender 
restrooms in Hicks. These 
updated facilities are located 

next to The Richardson 
Room and across from 
the campus radiostation, 
in the place of bathrooms 
previously labeled for men 
and for women, respectively.

Heather Dannison, 
a psychologist in the 
counseling center, worked 
with many people, including 
Director of Security Eric 
Wimbley, Vice President 
for Student Development 
and Dean of Students 
Sarah Westfall, and 
Associate Vice President for 
Facilities Management Paul 
Manstrom to bring these 
gender-inclusive restrooms 
to K.

On the ribbon-cutting 
ceremony, Dannison said, 
“It is a simple way to say 
thank you to the students 
who asked for it and the staff 
who made it happen.”

Omari Oliver K’16 offers 
a new perspective on the 

additions made to the 
student center.

“To even think about and 
consider that there was a 
ribbon cutting... I mean, 
it’s a bathroom. I think it is 
ridiculous to celebrate how 
‘now our trans* students can 
go to the bathroom’.”

This renovation is 
important to K because 
“We all have a basic need 
for restrooms and for trans* 

HICKS on page 2

Signage of the gender-neutral restrooms 
in Hicks. [Sarena Brown / Index]
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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
KING from page 1

progress has been made 
since Dr. King’s “I Have A 
Dream” speech, his dream 
has yet to be reached. Stokes 
urged everyone to challenge 
racial injustice instead of 
allowing the blame to be 
placed upon others, “It is 
high time to stop looking 
out the window and look in 
the mirror.”

Due to the cold weather, 
the Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Commemorative Walk 
on January 18 became 
a Commemorative Bus 
Ride. But the cold did 
not deter the Kalamazoo 
community. Students from 
K, Western Michigan 
University, and Kalamazoo 
Valley Community College 
gathered in the Dr. Martin 
Luther King Memorial Park 

to hear Mayor Hopewell and 
other community members 
honor the Reverend.

When asked what the 
Commemorative Walk 
means to him, participant 
Garrett Sanders K’19 replied, 
“I think that the momentum 
of the civil rights movement 
lies in the young people ... 
we have the power to cause 
change.”

Martin Luther King, Jr. Statue in Dr. Martin Luther King Memorial Park. [Ayla Hull /  Index]

Planning for Graduation

Next week, the Kalamazoo 
College Baccalaureate 
Committee will hold its first 
meeting. The Baccalaureate 
Committee is dedicated to 
organizing the Baccalaureate 
service for this year’s seniors.

Baccalaureate is a tradition 
that goes back to medieval 
times. Elizabeth Candido, 
the College Chaplain, 
Director of Religious 
Services and the leader of 
the committee, said, “The 
hope [of the service] was 
to imbue graduates with 
wisdom and purpose as 
they headed into the world. 
Here at Kalamazoo College 
we seek no less. As we send 
our graduates into the world 
we hope that the ethics of 
stewardship, responsibility, 
and intellectual rigor that 
they have learned here at K 
will carry them far into the 
future.”

The committee focuses 
mainly on encouraging 
the student body to write 
and submit speeches 
anonymously for the 
Baccalaureate service 
and Commencement 
day. To do this, they form 

a subcommittee that is 
led by the Student Dean, 
Candido, and Kate Yancho, 
the Assistant Director 
of Student Involvement. 
This subcommittee selects 
speeches for both the 
Baccalaureate service and 
the Commencement day.

The committee also 
chooses musical acts or 
other student organizations 
that will be featured in the 
service, which typically is on 
the Saturday evening before 
Sunday morning when the 
graduation ceremony is 
held.

All of the speeches and 
musical acts are built around 
the theme of the college 
motto, Lux Esto, or be light.

Before the Baccalaureate 
Committee formed the 
service, a senior graduate 
committee planned the 
service, which was run 
by Kate Yancho. For the 
last two years, however, 
the committee has been 
disbanded.

“Frankly, I think that’s a 
good thing,” Candido said. 
“The event isn’t like ... other 
senior events and it takes a 
committed core of planners 
who understand how to put 
on a meaningful service for 
the whole class.”

While Yancho still helps 

Baccalaureate Committee 
meets next week

TIM DECOURSEY
staff writer

with the speech selection 
process, she said. “I help 
with the speech selection 
process [but Candido] is the 
mastermind!”

To join the Baccalaureate 
Committee, seniors are 
encouraged to email 
Candido.

“It is not a very selective 
process,” she continued. 
“Students that want to join 
are usually very dedicated to 
the committee.”

The first Baccalaureate 
meeting will take place 
Monday, January 25 at 
4PM. Candido asks that 
students email RSVPs before 
attending the meeting.

Anderson Athletic Center Damaged by Dropped Weights
K looks at repair options

MALAK GHAZAL
staff writer

The damage to the 
Kalamazoo College 
Anderson Athletic Center 
has been becoming more 
noticeable in the recent 
months. A section of the 
rubber floor in the weight 
room, that shows breakage 
to the concrete, is blocked 
off by signs that warn against 
dropping or bouncing 
weights on the floor.

Kevin Ewing K’16 said, 
“It’s a huge inconvenience 
because it forces people to 
use the other racks, making 
it more crowded. There 
really are some lifts that 
should be done in platforms 
to do effectively. For any lift 
besides bench press there 
are now only six spots to 
do them versus eight, and 
those six spots are usually 
being used for lots of other 
exercises.”

The heavy weights that 
have been dropped on the 
floor by K students have 
contributed to the damage. 
Paul Manstrom, the 
Associate Vice President of 
Facilities and Management 
said, “[The floor] is the the 

result of the slow but steady 
pulverizing of the concrete 
floor that has been occurring 
since 2003 when a building 
renovation relocated the 
weight equipment to that 
room.”

The damage wasn’t 
detected until the summer 
of 2015 when students 
and staff began noticing 
soft spots in the floor or 
the ceiling beginning to 
sag. This resulted in an 
inspection from a structural 
engineer.

“It was determined that 
the floor was still able 
to support the weight 
machines in the room and 
the activities associated with 
those machines,” Manstrom 
said. “The engineer’s 
recommendation at that 
time was to prohibit the 
powerlifting routines going 
forward to prevent further 
structural damage.”

Following fall quarter, 
the structural engineer 
discovered tears in the 
metal deck, which could 
only be fixed by a removal 
and replacement of the 
concrete in the weight room 
and metal deck below it. 
That would mean closing 
down the weight room and 

the training room for the 
duration of renovation.

Even after repairs were 
complete, the engineer 
recommended that the 
college prohibit dropping 
weights on the repaired 
floor. Another solution to 
the damaged floor would be 
to relocate the weight room 
to a lower level in Anderson 
to avoid structural damage 
to the building. However, 
the renovation and 
relocation costs are beyond 
K’s resources.

Manstrom explained that 
he is currently working on 
a proposal to reinforce the 
floor to continue the use of 
the weight room without 
compromising structural 
integrity, but work won’t 
begin until the summer of 
2016 when usage is light.

Signs in Anderson Athletic Center 
warn against dropping weights. [Beatriz 
Feijoo / Index]

students, this can be a major 
source of stress. I hope that 
more access to all-gender 
restrooms bring students 
relief and security as well,” 
Dannison said.

Oliver agrees that these 
restrooms are necessary, 
but has concerns with their 
location. “Hicks is a very 
visible location.” Visible in 
that students touring K will 
be shown the new restrooms 
as a key point on their visit.

“I’m a student. I am most 
often in academic buildings. 
There are many instances 

when I’ll go over to the 
FAB from the library, no 
matter how cold or rainy it 
is, just because the FAB has 
a gender-neutral bathroom, 
but that’s inconvenient,” 
Oliver said.

K College aims to place 
more gender-inclusive 
restrooms on campus 
moving forward.

Students questioning 
their gender, or who identif 
as trans* may be interested 
in joining the weekly Trans* 
Support Group. Another 
place is with the Trans* 
Advisory Panel, which is 
a new venture that is co-

facilitated by Dannison and 
Dean Westfall.

“The purpose of the 
advisory panel will be to 
have a direct link between 
students who are gender 
non-conforming and 
student development staff 
so we can best understand 
student needs and to 
keep working on campus 
inclusivity for trans* 
students,” Dannison said.

“I am happy to have 
gender-neutral bathrooms 
in Hicks, but in absolutely 
no way is it enough,” Oliver 
said.

HICKS from page 1
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Recycling from a New Perspective

Environmentalists swear by 
the three R’s: reduce, reuse, 
and recycle. On Kalamazoo 
College’s campus, students 
can participate in all of 
those processes by visiting 
two student-run resources 
located in the basement of 
DeWaters Hall.  

An initiative of the 
recycling program at K, 
the Resource Exchange 
Program (REP room) and 
Helping Understand Bikes 
(the HUB) have free resources 

for students including a bike 
rental service. Both the HUB 
and REP are also staffed by 
students.  

The HUB initiative is geared 
towards making bikes easily 
accessible for students as an 
alternative mode of transport 
that is environmentally 
friendly. 

“85 percent of the parts that 
we use are reused from other 
bikes that we’ve scrapped,”  
said Harrison Parkes K’17, 
an intern at HUB and REP.  

Students can rent bikes for 
three days at a time and even 
bring in their own bikes for 
help in repairing them.  

This is in keeping with their 
recycling mission as parts 
from donated bicycles are 

reused in maintenance and 
repair. 

“This was the brainchild of 
Rob Townsend,”  said Kalyn 
Campbell K’18, who works 
on dismantling old bikes and 
recycling parts for repairs. 
Student workers also learn to 
improvise in fixing the bikes. 
Although training is provided 
for new workers, most of the 
learning takes place on the job. 

Students may be more 
familiar with the REP room 
as the place to get school 
stationery, books, clothes 
and even kitchen supplies 
for free, but they may not 
know that itis also the best 
place for students to deposit 
their old electronic appliances. 
The e-Waste Center accepts 

electronic waste and other 
items that must be disposed 
of beyond landfills.  

The recycling efforts go 
on even during the winter. 
According to Parkes, they 
will be undertaking several 
projects, building things out 
of unused material including a 
compost tumbler and a dome 
out of old bike rims for vines 
and plants to grow around.            

The recycling program at K 
offers a different perspective 
by emphasizing on the 
reutilization and redistribution 
aspect of the process—two 
more R’s that HUB and REP 
look to emphasize on campus.

jasmine khin
contributor

Alumni Q&A

Q: Can you talk about how 
you’ve spent your life since 
graduating K?

A: I have been enjoying 
living in northern Wisconsin. 
I have spent my time pursuing 
a Master’s degree. More 
generally I have spent my 
time pursuing a career doing 
the stuff I love doing. I am 
trying to figure out a way to 
incorporate wilderness trips, 
camping, and environmental 
education into my work. I have 
gone on a lot of adventures, 
and a lot of camping trips for 
work and for pleasure.

Q: What do you do for work 
and school now?

A: I worked for two 
and a half years at a place 
called Conserve School, an 
environmental boarding school 
here in northern Wisconsin. 
I started as residential life 
supervisor and trip leader, 
then I worked my way up to 
become the Assistant Director 
of Outdoor Programs. I was 
also teaching a physical 
education, outdoor-education 
course for high school students 
full-time. This December I got 
a new job at camp Manito-
wish YMCA as the Wilderness 
Programs Director, which is 
a huge new responsibility 
for me, and it is catapulting 
my career into camping and 
outdoor education.

Q: What skills and lessons 
from K have helped you in 
post-grad life?

A: The first one that comes 
to mind is time management. I 
was an incredibly busy student, 

between Ultimate Frisbee, 
classes and social life. It 
really prepared me to manage 
a busy life schedule after 
college. My communication 
skills blossomed at K and I 
believe that they have gotten 
me in the door at some of 
the organizations I have 
worked at. Lastly, I learned 
so much through LandSea. 
It was foundational to the 
things I do now for a living. 
All of my LandSea skills have 
transferred very well for me. 
Now I am running a program 
even larger than LandSea. We 
are still after the same goal of 
teaching life lessons in the 
wilderness that transfer back 
to the “real world”.

Q: Do you have any big 
upcoming plans or ideas?

A: I have been getting into 
carpentry and I am getting a 
dog in February. I am excited 

grady schneider
contributor

Humans of K: Mary Beth Arendash 
and Emma Eisenbeis

Office Hours: Andy Mozina

Paul Lovaas K’13 takes 
his LandSea skills to the 

real world

Paul Lovaas K’13 uses his skills as a former LandSea leader to teach young people 
about the outdoors. [Photo courtesy of Paul Lovaas]

HUB and REP programs 
bring new life to old stuff

Perhaps it was fate that 
brought Mary Beth Arendash 
K‘19 and Emma Eisenbeis 
K‘19 together. Perhaps it 
was just filling in similar 
answers to questions like, 
“How would you rate your 
cleanliness?”on the student 
housing application. 

Not all roommates become 
the best of friends, or platonic 
soul mates, as Arendash 
and Eisenbeis describe 
their relationship, like the 
roommates of Trowbridge 
205.   

Eisenbeis says, “We first 
knew we were gonna get along 
when Mary Beth sent me a 
meme. We were both like, ‘ 
Yeah, this is it.’”

Being able to get along and 
tolerate each other’ s living 
habits may be all there really 
is to a successful roommate 
relationship, but being 

roommates means much more 
for this duo.  “Everyone has 
those friends with a mother/
daughter dynamic. I am the 
distressed mother and Mary 
Beth is my child,” says 
Eisenbeis. Arendash follows 
with, “My mom thinks we 
are the power couple of 
Kalamazoo College.”

As an only child, Mary Beth 
never had to share a room with 
another person, so she didn’t 
know what to expect of the 
roommate situation.  

The pair clicked the first 
time they met when both 
Michigan natives, Eisenbeis 
from Okemos and Arendash 
from Mattawan, decided to 
meet their fellow roommate at 
a coffee shop in Kalamazoo.  

Eisenbeis says, “It wasn’t 
love at first sight when we saw 
each other because we didn’ t 
even recognize each other on 
sight.” Arendash says, “We 
were actually in line together. 
I thought it was her, but I 
wasn’t sure. So I texted her.”

“That’s how you make 
friends. You don’t randomly 
approach people. You check 

first. You text them, ‘Can 
you please text me your GPS 
coordinates?’  Then you can 
know if it’s appropriate to 
make the first move once 
you’ve established that it is 
them,” Eisenbeis jokes.  

Eisenbeis continues, “I 
think that it was indicative 
of our connection that I 
wasn’t annoyed just sitting 
there and being with her the 
whole afternoon.” Arendash 
says, “We didn’ t run out of 
things to talk about. I don’t 
remember there ever being 
a time in our conversation 
where I was like, ‘Well, what 
do I do now?’”

Some of their daily 
adventures together consist 
of heated arguments about 
“Star Wars”and solo dance 
parties to music by Britney 
Spears and Fifth Harmony 
in their room.

 On or off campus, there 
is never a dull moment with 
Arendash and Eisenbeis.  
Eisenbeis says, “Honestly 
just doing anything with Mary 
Beth is an adventure. Hashtag 
quotable.”

Emma Eisenbeis and Mary Beth Arendash enjoy dessert in Hicks after dinner inthe Cafeteria. [Photo courtesy of Emma 
Eisenbeis]

jennie kwon
staff writer

Get the inside scoop 
on a match made in 
roommate heaven

Andy Mozina was almost 
a lawyer.  

After graduating from 
Northwestern University with 
a degree in economics, he 
attended law school for about 
a year before he took a leave. 
He then dropped out of law 
school, and earned a Master’s 
degree in creative writing 
from Boston University. 
Afterwards, he earned his 
Doctorate in English literature 
from Washington University.  

Born in Brooksfield, 
Wisconsin, Mozina says his 

interest in English began 
in creative writing classes 
at Northwestern. Although 
teaching fiction writing wasn’t 
always his plan, Mozina now 
balances his teaching schedule 
with writing fiction of his 
own. He has been teaching at 
K College since 1999.

  “Whenever I hear people 
say ‘Party like it’ s 1999,’  
I always [think] about my 
first year here,” Mozina said. 
“I thought it was fantastic. 
I love study abroad, and I 
love the Senior Individualized 
Project. I love the internship 
program. So I thought this 
was a righteous institution.”

Mozina teaches a First Year 
Seminar called Coauthoring 
Your Life, Introduction to 

Creative Writing, Intermediate 
Fiction Workshop, Advanced 
Fiction Workshop, and an 
advanced Literary course 
called Modernism and 
Sacrifice. 

Mozina has a strong belief 
in writing as an art form. He 
says writing has great meaning 
for him. 

“Writing is a way to process 
experience, a way to make 
it comprehensible, a way 
to make it interesting, even 
to make it beautiful if the 
writing goes very well,” he 
said. “It’s trying to capture 
the complexity of life and in 
doing so, give it meaning.”

He has two published 
collections of short stories. 
The first, “The Women Were 

tim decoursey
staff writer

Mozina balances teaching 
with writing of his own

Professor Andy Mozina teaches in the English department when he’ s not writing 
fiction of his own. [Photo by Mary Whalen, from andymozina.com]

Leaving Their Men”, won 
the Great Lakes Colleges 
Association New Writers 
Award, while his second 
one, “Quality Snacks”, was 
a finalist for The Flannery 
O’Connor Short Fiction 
Award. His work has also 
appeared in various literary 
magazines such as Tin 
House, Ecotone Fence, and 
The Southern Review. He is 
also currently working on his 
first novel, titled “Contrary 
Motion”, about a harpist 
taking a symphony audition. 
It will be published this year.

for that. I don’t know exactly 
what I want to do in a few 
years, but I want to stay in 
education. I really care about 
the environmental crisis and 
I find that important so I 
want to be working towards 
fighting that in collaboration 
with others.

Q: Do you see yourself 
making it back to Kzoo soon, 
and what are you looking 
forward to?

A: Homecoming and 
graduation are the two times 
I like to come back because 
there are so many alumni 
there. On top of seeing friends 
from my time at Kalamazoo, 
I want to go back to the Beer 
Exchange, that and the twenty 
other amazing restaurants that 
are in Kalamazoo. I feel like 
there is good food in a town 
for that size.

Student workers work on recycling parts from an old bike. [Jasmine Khin / Index]

Bikes for rent at Helping Understand Bikes (HUB). [Jasmine Khin / Index]
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Going Veggie: A Yummy Way 
to Save the Environment   

riley pizza
opinions editor

Advice From Your Counseling Center
Some advice for 

surviving the cold 

Q: Why do some people 
feel more down during winter 
quarter and what are some 
tools students have to fight 
this? 

A: The winter quarter can be 
a really tough time for some 
people for a variety of reasons 
and it is quite common. One 
of the main reasons for feeling 
more down during wintertime 
is that there is less exposure 
to sunlight due to the change 
in the season/weather. We 
might not realize it all the 
time, but sunlight has some 
important effects on our brain 
chemicals, such as serotonin 
and melatonin. Serotonin is a 
neurotransmitter that is related 
to mood and social behaviors, 
among other things. Melatonin 
is a hormone that helps to 
control your sleep and wake 

cycle. When both of these 
chemicals are not adequately 
released in our brain, due to 
lack of sunlight exposure, they 
contribute to our feeling down 
and sometimes depressed. 
Some tools to fight this feeling 
is exposure to light through 
light therapy lamps, taking a 
daily walk outside for up to 
an hour, getting eight hours 
of sleep, staying connected 
with friends and family, 
eating a balanced diet, and/
or counseling. There are light 
therapy lamps available for 
student use in the Counseling 
Center, Health Center, and 
you can even rent them out 
from the library. 

Q: Does exercise relieve 
stress? I am having some 
trouble finding ways to 
exercise in the winter. 

A: Yes it can! Research has 
shown that exercising is a 

great way to relieve stress and 
increase your overall sense of 
wellbeing. When you exercise, 
your body releases a chemical 
called endorphins, which is 
the body’s natural “feel good” 
chemical. Exercising can also 
help you shift your focus 
from the daily stressors as 
you pay more attention to the 
exercise task you are doing. 
When beginning to exercise, 
start small. You may start out 
exercising for two days per 
week for just 30 minutes. As 
you get used to it, you may 
want to increase your activity 
time. Some exercises such as 
aerobics, walking, jogging, 
and yoga are helpful. You can 
check out the athletic center’s 
gym on campus or find a cool 
exercise video on YouTube 
and work out at home/in your 
dorm. It may even be fun to 
do exercise with a group of 
friends!

While I had always admired 
vegetarians for their moral 
stance on animal abuse, and 
their dedication to ignore 
a sizzling steak, I strongly 
believed that it just wasn’t 
for me.             

That was, until I came 
home for winter break and 
my sister informed us that 
she was uninterested in our 
Thanksgiving turkey. That’s 
when everything I thought I 
had known about the meat 
industry was flipped on its 
head, and I decided that I 
would give a vegetarian diet 
a try.              

Before I start giving 
you reasons why being a 
vegetarian is great, I want 
to acknowledge that not 
everyone can, or desires 
to, become a vegetarian for 
numerous reasons, which 
should always be respected. 
For those of us, like me, who 
were simply too afraid to take 
the leap, this article is for us.             

The main reason I decided 
to become vegetarian was 
due to animal agriculture’s 
affect on the environment, 
something unknown to me 
until recently.             

For example, an article in 
Ecological Economics showed 
that livestock production is 
responsible for 70 percent of 
deforestation in the Amazon 
region of Latin America, where 
rainforests are being cleared 
to create new pastures. This 
shocked me, as I had always 
assumed it was paper that 
was destroying Amazonian 
species.             

In addition, a 2006 report by 
the United Nations said raising 
animals for food generates 
more greenhouse gases than 
all the cars and trucks in the 
world combined, which is 
troubling considering that 
so much of our initiative to 
preserve the environment 
surrounds the transportation 
industry.              

By transitioning to a 
vegetarian diet, not only are 
you reducing animal cruelty, 
because none of us really 
thought meat production was 
humane, but also preserving 
the environment.             

Now that you have the drive 
to consider a vegetarian diet, 
the next conundrum is how 
do you do it?             

The most important thing is 
to make sure you eat enough 
protein. While tofu is a 
great source, so are beans, 

lentils, nuts, and soymilk. It’s 
important that you substitute 
meat with these options, rather 
than a bag of chips.              

If you live on campus, 
the cafeteria has pretty solid 
vegetarian options 90 percent 
of the time (which tend to be 
better than the meat option 
anyway). For the other ten 
percent, cereal is your best 
friend.             

For those of us—like me—
who live off-campus, not only 
is cooking vegetarian yummy, 
it’s also not too expensive. 
Tofu is less expensive than 
meat, and black beans are 
some of the cheapest protein 
you can find. Google provides 
tons of recipes, many of which 
are healthy and affordable, 
that typically don’t take too 
much time.

The other option is to cook 
in bulk. Over the break I made 
three Tupperware containers 
worth of vegan bolognese 
sauce, which tastes just like 
pasta sauce, but with ground-
up nuts for protein. You keep 
one in the fridge for easy 
access, and the other two can 
be frozen.              

Overall, being a vegetarian 
was not an incredibly difficult 
transition for me, and at the 
very least, you should give 
it a try.

Political Correctness and Safe Spaces
Who makes the rules?

christopher cribbs
contributor

The Kalamazoo College counseling center staff. [Photo provided by the Kalamazoo College counseling center website]

Last week, I discussed the 
merits of trigger warnings 
and how they are respectful 
courtesies to people who have 
been impacted by trauma. 
This week, I’m looking at the 
parallel debate involving safe 
spaces on campus and how 
they are important and the 

least we can do to help people.
In my opinion, safe spaces 

have a fairly self-explanatory 
objective: to create an 
environment where someone 
in a minority group can go 
where the group they’re in 
doesn’t completely define 
them. It’s definitely important 
to note that this is simply my 
view of what such a space 
should be, and there are 
certainly variations to the 
space based on who inhabits 

it. Declaring somewhere a safe 
space is essentially saying that 
an area is a place for certain 
things/discussions and not 
a place for other things/
discussions. This distinction 
is how safe spaces ended up 
caught in a debate about free 
speech (see previous issue’s 
mention of the article from The 
Atlantic), but they’re really 
just actively changing what 
topics are considered socially 
appropriate in an area - and, 

like trigger warnings, any 
change in social norms are 
met with resistance.

In understanding the need 
for designated safe spaces 
it’s important to recognize 
that a lot of spaces are tacitly 
safe for certain people but 
not for others - different 
people have different needs. 
Safe spaces are analogous 
to trigger warnings in the 
sense that trigger warnings 
would only affect a certain 

(and often small) number of 
people, but those people are 
affected greatly by them. If 
you feel like you don’t have 
anywhere to go (or have 
few places), a single space 
can make a large difference. 
Designating a space to have a 
specific social purpose offers 
an opportunity for people to 
have more options when 
finding a place to be. Safe 
spaces, in order to remain safe, 
also have to be maintained, 

and part of maintaining the 
space is affirming its purpose. 
This is especially important 
for the people who don’t need 
the space since they would be 
able to alter its purpose in a 
way that wasn’t intended, 
thus ruining the space. Thus, 
for safe spaces, it’s very 
important to keep yourself 
in consideration with regards 
to how you interact with the 
space, since it’s very easy to 
ruin it for those who need it.
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Women of Color Alliance: I “WOCA” Like This

Amber Sims K’18 performing her 
spoken word about a shift in self-es-
teem. [Rachel Carson / Index] 

  The Women of Color 
Alliance (WOCA) hosted 
their first campus event at the 
Dalton Theatre last Saturday 
to celebrate and share the 
life experiences of their 
members with the Kalamazoo 
community.               

When Daniela Rojas K’18 
and Rumsha Sajid K’18 sat 
down together to talk candidly 
about what it was like to be 

a woman of color on the 
Kalamazoo campus last spring, 
they never imagined that one 
conversation could bring 
together a whole community in 
discourse.  It was from this one 
conversation that the WOCA 
organization was formed and 
Saturday’s show made a reality.  

This show presents a space to 
exalt the woman of color’s voice 
for the first time in campus 
history, said Rojas, a member 
of the WOCA executive 
board, at the opening of the 
performance.                

The show included 
numerous performances from 
Kalamazoo’s women of color. 
The performers captivated the 
crowd with original poetry, 
unique renditions of popular 
songs, and spoken word pieces. 
Many of the performers read 
pieces they had either written 
themselves or directly related 
to their life experiences as a 
woman of color.  

“These are such raw 
performances and there’s 
so much passion within 
what they’re doing. It’s this 
intoxicating beauty that’s 
inside every single one of 
the performers,” said Auyne 
Scott-Anderson K’18, a WOCA 
executive board member.                

WOCA strives to create a 
space on campus for women 
of color to connect with one 
another and tell their own 
narratives. The club meets 
weekly on Monday nights 
and focuses on issues of 
womanhood, sexuality, beauty, 
and self-confidence in a college 
context. 

“People on this campus talk 
a lot about what it means to 

meredith ashton 
staff writer

Kalamazoo’s women of color share poetry, songs, and spoken word

Queens singing their cover of Beyonce’s “Pretty Hurts” at the “I WOCA Like This” event. [Rachel Carson / Index]

Pass the Baton Down 
From the Mountaintop 

A Review of Jiha Moon’s Exhibition 
at the Kalamazoo Institute of Arts 

Faceoff Theatre’s Kenajuan Bentley and Tanisha Pyron, who starred in the production, answer questions during a 
talkback after the play.  [MaryClare Colombo / Index]

The Hosts of the “I WOCA Like This” inaugural event. [Rachel Carson / 
Index]

Most Everyone’s Mad Here, Too 

MLK play leaves audience with a message for continued social change

claire mccarthy
staff writer

A solo exhibition, titled 
“Double Welcome: Most 
Everyone’s Mad Here”, has 
made its way to the Kalamazoo 
Institute of Arts after showing 
at the Taubman Museum in 
Roanoke, VA and the Halsey 
Institute of Contemporary 
Art in Charleston, SC. 
The contemporary artist, 
Jiha Moon, is celebrated 
for exploring the versatile 
nature of global identity 
and playing with different 
c u l tu r a l  b ou n d ar i e s 
worldwide. She obliterates 
the lines between Eastern 
and Western iconography 
by integrating emojis, social 
media logos, and Angry Birds 
alongside traditional Asian 
tigers, dragons, and gods, 
harmoniously melding the 
cultures together.       

The gallery includes more 
than 50 works on paper 
and ceramics. Each artwork 
tells a story of folklore, pop 
culture, technology, and 
ethnicity. Moon leaves room 
for interpretation, however; 
symbiosis among these themes 
is very present in her work 
rather than a dissonance.       

 If you are interested in 
seeing Jiha Moon’s pieces 

be a woman of color but it 
never really comes from our 
own mouths,” said Sajid, the 
WOCA President. Sajid and 
Rojas came together last spring 
to create the WOCA Student 
Organization.                 

Karina Duante K’18, another 
executive board member, 
describes the performances 
as a testimony of a woman 

of color on a college campus 
far outside of the classroom 
environment.                 

After the performance, 
the alliance signed their new 
constitution to celebrate the 
first year of being a student 
organization. The constitution 
is meant to serve as a means of 
structure and sustainability for 
the future, Sajid said.

Jiha Moon’s work at the Kalamazoo Institute of Arts.  [Claire McCarthy 
/ Index]

Cartoon by Rachel Dranoff K’16

The Mountaintop captivated 
its audience through a clever 
balance of humor and 
thought-provoking statements 
from Thurs., Jan. 14 to Sun., 
Jan. 17 at the Nelda K. Balch 
Playhouse of Kalamazoo 
College. Faceoff Theatre’s 
Kenajuan Bentley and Tanisha 
Pyron played Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and Camae, 
respectively, in playwright 
Katori Hall’s fictionalized story 
of MLK’s last night before his 
assassination. 

The play opened with King 
entering room 306 at the 
Lorraine Motel in Memphis, 
Tennessee after giving his 
famous speech titled “I’ve 
Been to the Mountaintop” 
concerning the Memphis 

Sanitation Strike. The play 
only has two characters, King 
and Camae, who is a  maid on 
her first night of work.               

The 90-minute play 
challenged popular knowledge 
of characters such as God, 
angels and heroes by offering 
an unexpected angle – King 
was depicted as having human 
faults despite his role as a 
civil rights hero and other 
characters that are typically 
seen as perfect, like heroes 
such as God and angels, 
were also given downfalls. 
All characters were African 
American, including God, who 
Camae described as “dark as 
midnight.”              

Once King is in his room he 
starts to write his next sermon, 
and though he is tired, he 
decides that with a cup of 
coffee from room service, he 
would keep writing into the 

night. Camae appears with two 
cups and a pot of coffee. King 
flirts with her and convinces 
her to give him a cigarette and 
smoke with him.               

Camae acts as King’s equal, 
as she challenges his methods 
right to his face, accompanied 
by many curse words. A big 
surprise comes to the audience 
when Camae reveals that she 
is an angel sent by God to 
prepare King, who she calls 
Michael, for his assassination.               

From here to the end of the 
play, Hall ingeniously weaves 
the five stages of death into 
King’s actions. Though King’s 
struggles are serious, the 
occasionally mixed-in humor 
gave the audience a brief break 
from morbid themes. The play 
closed with Camae taking King 
to the mountaintop to see how 
the future would play out.              

A talkback between the 
audience and the actor and 
actress followed the play, 
featuring Black Arts and 
Cultural Center Director 
Yolanda Lavendar, K/WMU 
professor Bianca Washington, 
and Kalamazoo NAACP 
Director Charles Warfield.              

The audience complimented 
the performers and brought 
up how King’s baton that 
Camae spoke of had indeed 
been passed on, but civil rights 
is still not yet as advanced as 
it should be. Another person 
noted the amount of young 
people in the room and how it 
is their responsibility to keep 
passing on the baton. 

for yourself, “Double 
Welcome: Most Everyone’s 
Mad Here” will be running 
at the KIA through March 
6. It raises questions that 
undoubtedly appeal to the 
liberal arts K College student, 
and perhaps especially Art 
majors and Anthropology/
Sociology majors. Beyond 
this exquisite exhibition, the 
KIA is recognizing two more 

exhibitions this winter along 
with their permanent galleries.  

Additionally, are you a 
senior, an eligible alcoholic 
beverage consumer, and an 
aspiring artist? The Kalamazoo 
Institute of Arts is putting 
on Kalamadoodle with Bell’s 
Brewing today, January 
20, from 6-8pm. Let the 
combination of quality art 
and beer move you!

maryclare colombo
staff writer

Jiha Moon’s work at the Kalamazoo Institute of Arts.  [Claire 
McCarthy / Index]
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Bremer Shows His Class
Drew Bremer has shown his commitment to soccer his whole life, 

and has now achieved one of the highest honors, playing for the US Paralympic National Team. 

Bremer in training with the US Paralympic National Soccer Team over the 
winter. [Photo courtesy of Drew Bremmer]

Drew Bremer K’17 was 
born and raised in Grand 
Rapids, Mich. where he 
played soccer his whole life 
before coming to Kalamazoo 
College. Since coming to K, 
his life has changed in many 
ways academically, socially and 
athletically.  

Starting in the fall of 2015, 
Bremer began playing forward 
for the US Paralympic National 
Soccer Team. “I really love 
playing soccer, and this 
opportunity was really an 
honor I just appreciated so 
much,” said Bremer.  

Bremer plays midfield on 
the Kalamazoo College varsity 
soccer team. This past season, 
fall 2015, was his first with the 

Men’s & Women’s 
Basketball Weekly Recap

Nicholas Marsh
sports editor

Men’s basketball is still searching for their first MIAA win 
while the women won their second conference game.

The Kalamazoo College 
Men’s Basketball Team are 
still searching for their first 
MIAA win of the season after 
their second pair of conference 
matchups this past week. On 
Wednesday January 13 the 
Hornets travelled to Albion 
where they fell 83-67. This was 
despite a 30 point 7 rebound 
effort from first year Demarco 
Dickerson K’19. It was a new 
career high for Dickerson, who 
continues to show his natural 
athletic abilities as the team 
continues to play more games.  

The Hornets then returned 
home on Saturday January 16 to 
face the Comets of Olivet. After 
trailing by as much as 20 points 
in the first half, the Hornets 
used a momentum swinging 
put-back dunk from Dickerson, 
along with a trio of and-one 

baskets from Mike Oravetz 
K’16 and Josh Miller K’17 to 
fight back to within four points 
with under four minutes to go. 
However, despite the comeback 
effort, they eventually could not 
recover, losing 79-72.  

The Hornets go on the road 
twice in a row now, to face rivals 
Calvin (Wednesday January 
20th) and Hope (Saturday 
January 23rd).  

Through four MIAA 
contests, Dickerson leads the 
team with 23 points per game, 
followed by Chase Baysdell 
K’17 with 13 ppg. Baysdell also 
adds 9.8 rebounds per game. 

The Women’s Basketball 
Team followed up their first 
home MIAA win of the season 
by defeating St. Mary’s 71-60 
Wednesday January 13th. The 
Hornets were led by senior 
point guard Kelsey Adamski K 
’16, who tallied 24 points and 
added 6 assists. Emily Kozal 

K’18 also scored 17 points to 
go along with a team high 7 
rebounds.  

The Hornets played again 
on Saturday January 16 against 
nationally ranked Hope. Kozal 
led the Hornets in scoring on 
Saturday, but the Hornets 
fell on the road 104-64 to #5 
Hope.  The Women’s Basketball 
Team finishes the week with 
an overall record of 3-5 in the 
MIAA.  

Junior Grace Smith K’17 
leads the Hornets in scoring 
this season with 14.4 ppg, 
followed by Emily Kozal at 
12.7 ppg. 

The women return home 
on Wednesday January 20 
to face off against Rochester 
College, before hitting the road 
for Grand Rapids, Mich. to 
resume conference play against 
Calvin on January 23.

varsity team after he walked 
on in the summer. He helped 
the team in a variety of ways, 
inspiring work ethic, boosting 
team morale and contributing 
two shots in three appearances 
this season.  

His eligibility for the US 
Paralympic National Soccer 
Team comes from him being 
born with hemiplegic cerebral 
palsy that affects his right side 

Dickerson continues to show his ridiculous natural athleticism as he leads K in points per game so far this MIAA sea-
son. [Photo taken from Kalamazoo College Athletic Website ]

MIINTERNSHIP.com is the resource to make opportunity become 
reality as a Southwest Michigan intern. Apply to great companies 
located in the region’s cool cities like Kalamazoo, Battle Creek, Benton 
Harbor, Marshall and Sturgis – just to name a few. 

If you know you’ve got talent, launch your future at MIINTERNSHIP.
com and take a step towards making an internship yours!

WHERE STUDENTS AND EMPLOYERS 

FIND THEIR FUTURE

8,614  
jobs are currently open in the region. 
Pure Michigan Talent Connect, December 2015

79% of interns presented 
with a job offer accept the position
for permanent employment.
National Association of Colleges &  
Employers 2014 Internship & Co-Op Survey

79%

61% of students with 
internships have a job offer in hand 
by the winter of their senior year, 
compared with 28% of students 
without an internship.
Undergraduate Business School Ranking,
Bloomberg Businessweek, 2014

61% 28%

WHY DO 
INTERNSHIPS 
MATTER?

HERE ARE 5 EASY STEPS 
TO LAND AN INTERNSHIP:

 

1. Go to www.miinternship.com.

2. Click on “STUDENTS: Find an     
     Internship.”

3. Browse internships by keyword,     
     location or category.

4. Select your favorites and click                      
     “Apply for Job.”

5. Get ready to intern!

in a minor way. Despite being 
born with this adversity already 
attached, he has overcome 
adversity time and time again 
in his life.  

After following the US 
Women’s National Team during 
the most recent World Cup, 
he saw the Paralympic Team’s 
twitter page and decided to 
email the coach. Head Coach 
Stuart Sharp promptly called 
Bremer and invited him to 
the team’s training camp in 
Carson, Calif. This was just 
the beginning of the journey 
for Bremer.  

“When Drew left for Cali, 
we [his friends] were obviously 
hoping for the best, but when 
he came back to K and told 
us he got invited back, that 
was awesome,” said Andrew 
Laverenz K’17. Laverenz is 
one of Bremer’s closest friends.  

Since his initial attendance 
at the US Soccer National 
Training Center in Carson, 
Bremer has also been to two 
separate training sessions at 
the Olympic Training Center 
in Chula Vista, Calif. and at the 
IMG Academy in Bradenton, 
Fla.  

While these training trips 
often come during the school 
year and often last for several 

days, his professors have 
been very understanding and 
supportive. With the support of 
the entire campus community, 
from professors, to his soccer 
coaches, to his teammates 
and his closest friends like 
Laverenz, Bremer is really 
enjoying himself. 

“This whole thing has been 
amazing. I love training with 
the team, I love just playing, 
and I mean all the free US gear 
isn’t too bad itself,” said Bremer.

Next for Bremer is just 
getting through this cruel 

Michigan winter, counting 
down the days until his next 
training session on April 27th 
in Atlanta, Ga. It will be the 
team’s final training session 

before they head to Salou, 
Spain this summer for a 
tournament. These training 
camps and Spanish tournament 
are all in preparation for 
the Rio Paralympics this 
summer, where Bremer will 
again be representing the US 
internationally. 

Bremer in training at the world–renowned IMG Academy in Florida with the US Paralympic National Soccer Team.
 [Photo courtesy of Drew Bremer]

Koji VrooM
staff writer
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Professor Martin Gilens of Princeton University presents his research findings during the annual Weber Lecture. [Van Forsman / Index]

people attended the event 
and a brief discussion 
followed.

Gilens spoke as a guest for 
the annual William Weber 
Lecture in Government 
and Society. President 
Eileen Wilson-Oyelaran 
and Professor Justin Berry 
introduced Gilens and gave 
a short history of the Weber 
Lectures.

“I was delighted to be 
asked to give the Weber 
Lecture at Kalamazoo 
College,” Gilens said. 
“Public interest in my work 
is personally gratifying. But 

more importantly, it reflects 
Americans’ deep concerns 
over a political system that 
is unresponsive to their 
needs and dominated by 
the wealthy and special 
interests.”

Gilens’ research 
concluded that affluent 
individuals have the most 
influence on policy making, 
and corporation and 
business-oriented interest 
groups follow. Lastly, 
ordinary citizens have the 
least amount of influence 
demonstrated by a 30 
percent of policies suggested 

Princeton Professor of Politics Presents 
Research Findings at K

Professor Martin Gilens 
of Princeton University 
discussed his research 
findings in the Olmstead 
Room on Mon, Jan. 25, 
2016. In 2012 Gilens wrote 
a book titled “Affluence 
and Influence: Economic 
Inequality and Political 
Power in America”, which 
was the topic he spoke on 
at K. Approximately 100 

The College holds 
annual Weber Lecture

MARYCLARE COLOMBO
staff writer

by ordinary income citizens 
being adopted.

Gilens based his results on 
1,800 survey questions over 
three decades. He created 
three graphs—average 
citizens, economic elites, 
and interest groups—that 
predicted the likelihood of a 
policy being adopted where 
percent support was on the 
x-axis, and probability that 
a policy is adopted is on the 
y-axis. The average citizen’s 
line had no slope, while the 
economic elites and interest 
groups had different but 

PRINCETON on page 2

Center for Civic 
Engagement Welcomes 
Kururama Sanchez

CCE hires Program 
Associate

ANDREW PARSONS
staff writer

The Kalamazoo College 
Center for Civic Engagement 
(CCE) welcomed its newest 
member last Tuesday during 
an afternoon reception.

Kururama Sanchez has 
taken on the title of Program 
Associate, a multipurpose 
role that involves 
“working with the Civic 
Engagements Scholars and 
our community partners,” 
Sanchez described.

“Much of what we do 
is collaborative, and so 
it is difficult to say what 
her exact duties are,” said 
colleague Kasey Cook. The 
Post-Baccalaureate Fellow 
for the CCE continuing by 
saying, “but [Sanchez] wears 
lots of different hats.”

“I was looking for a 
position where I could work 
within the community,” 
responded Sanchez when 
asked about finding her 
position in the CCE. 

“Working on social justice 
issues and getting involved 
has been something 
I’ve wanted to do,” she 
continued.

Sanchez graduated 
from Western Michigan 
University last year, earning a 
Bachelor of Arts in Criminal 
Justice and Organizational 
Communication. While at 
Western, Kururama actively 
held speeches on issues 
ranging from race relations 
to undocumented student 
experiences, covering topics 
such as stereotypes and 
speaking about how higher 
education institutions can be 
more welcoming to students 
from disadvantaged 
backgrounds. Continuing 
this work, Kururama 
interned last year at the 
Michigan Immigrant Rights 
Center and has volunteered 
with the Catholic Diocese 
of Kalamazoo’s Immigration 
Assistance Program.

The Center for Civic 
Engagement works through 
faculty and students to 
engage communities 
throughout Kalamazoo. 
Kalamazoo College 
students participate in 
CCE programs, which 
are coordinated by Civic 
Engagement Scholars, by 
working or volunteering 
as tutors and community 
support members in 
elementary schools, at 
Goodwill, in juvenile 
detention centers, and 
other locations throughout 
Kalamazoo.

Learn more about 
Kururama Sanchez and the 
CCE at http://reason.kzoo.
edu/servicelearning

Sanchez engages with Civic Engagement 
Scholars during the welcome session. 
[Andrew Parsons / Index]

Arcus Center Features 
“In Football We Trust”

Next film in the 
Independent Lens 

Pop-Up series

MARYCLARE COLOMBO
staff writer

“In Football We Trust” 
was the second film in the 
Independent Lens Pop-Up 
series presented at the Arcus 
Center for Social Justice 
Leadership. The film was 
shown on the evening of Jan. 
21, but the film airs for the 
public on Jan. 25.

The movie chronicled the 
struggles of Fihi Kaufusi, 
Harvey Langi, and Leva 
and Vita Bloomfield. These 
Polynesian football players 
and their families have one 
goal – to play in the National 
Football League.

Salt Lake City is the so-
called “Polynesian Pipeline” 
to the NFL, but first they 
must fight against gang 
influence, family pressures, 

the traditions of Church 
of Latter Day Saints and 
poverty.

Two of the boys get into 
legal trouble, one sustains 
an injury, and the other gets 
a taste of college football. 
Kalamazoo College football 
player Justin Penny K’19 
attended the film with some 
fellow teammates.

“I really liked the movie,” 
Penny said. “I liked how 
it showed the difficulty of 
making it to not just the 
NFL but even college. It 
really showed that one little 
screw up could cost you the 
chance of playing further 
on.”

The Arcus Center 
partnered with The Media 
Arts Academy, the College’s 
Football Program, and 
the College’s Athletic 
Leadership Council to show 
this film.

INDIE LENS on page 2

K Alumni Dominate Ranks of  Teach for America

Nakeya Boyles K’16 will join Teach for America in Georgia this fall. [Photo courtesy 
of Nakeya Boyles]

Alumni speak of their 
experiences with the 

organization

LILY TALMERS
staff writer

For Nakeya Boyles K’16, 
the choice to become 
a campus campaign 
coordinator for Teach for 
America was easy. Since 
1989, TFA has placed 
college graduates into public 
schools for a minimum of 
two years. In addition to 
being full-salaried teachers, 
TFA corps members receive 
a grant through Americorps 
to help them in graduate 
school or other endeavors.

“If you have a passion 
for believing that education 
inequity can be a solvable 
problem, then you should 
apply for TFA,” Boyles says. 
Boyles’ mentor, Heather 
Haines K’03 became a 
teacher after her two years 
with TFA, and now Boyles 
seeks to devote her life 
to fighting educational 
inequity, starting with 
joining the TFA corps this 
fall in Georgia.

As a K student, Boyles is 
certainly in good company. 

In 2014, 10 K graduates 
joined the corps. Kalamazoo 
College was put on the list 
of the top 20 small colleges 
that, on a per capita basis, 
supply the greatest number 
of alumni.

TFA corps members 
say that it’s important to 
understand exactly what 
you’re getting into. Going 
into education is not for the 
faint of heart. Though not 
sure she wanted to go into 
teaching, Samantha Foran, 
K’15, applied to TFA and 
was placed in Connecticut.

“Teaching is emotionally, 
physically, and mentally 
exhausting,” she admitted, “I 
love my kids so much and so 
it has become a labor of love, 
but it’s seriously a challenge.” 
She’s now considering 
staying in education, 
possibly as a guidance or 
college counselor.

60% of TFA alumni go on 
to fight educational inequity 
in some context. While some 
of that 60% stay in teaching, 
there is also a significant 
amount who do government 
and community work.

Sam Voss K’14 decided 
to do TFA largely because 
of her involvement with the 

H.Y.P.E program during her 
senior year at K.In her time 
with TFA in Detroit, her 
mind has been opened.

“Educational inequality 
was no longer a statistic 
within some psychological 
journal, it was a child with 
dreams and a hope for 
their future that was being 
ignored because of the zip 

code they were born into.” 
She advises those seeking 
to apply to, “Be prepared 
to work harder than you 
probably ever have. Make 
sure you’re committed to the 
program.”

For more information, 
contact Nakeya Boyles at 
Nakeya.Boyles12@kzoo.
edu.
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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The William Webber Lecture in Government and Society  was founded by Bill Webber K’39 and is given annually. [Van Forsman / Index] 
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positive slopes, indicating 
that money does indeed 
have an effect on a policy’s 
adoption.

Gilens went on to 
discuss issues such as 
unemployment, welfare, 
minimum wage raises, 
and deficits, and how their 
support varied between 
economic classes. He then 
shifted into discussing 
campaign funding to prove 
that the upper 0.01 percent 
of America controls the 
election funding. He showed 
a graph of Bernie Sanders’ 
campaign breakdown and 
how his funding consisted 
mainly of small donations of 
less than $200. He thought it 
could be possible for Sanders 
to win the democratic 
nomination with his current 

PRINCETON from page 1 funding techniques.
“Will Bernie Sanders 

go on to win the national 
election with small donors?” 
Gilens asked the audience. 
“That strikes me as 
extremely unlikely, but time 
will tell.”

After offering numerous 
pieces of statistical evidence, 
Gilens told the audience 
several types of reform 
that could help–campaign 
finance, lobbying, and 
electoral.

“Change can’t take 
place unless you reform 
the political system to get 
money out of politics,” 
Gilens said. “If enough 
people care enough and 
work hard enough, I believe 
we can break the vicious 
cycle of political and 
economic power reinforcing 
each other.”

INDIE LENS from page 1

“I think it went well,” 
Mia Henry, the Executive 
Director of the Arcus Center, 
said. “It was great to show a 
film about a culture that a lot 
of people don’t know a lot 
about and connect it with a 
culture people know a great 
deal about—football.”

Following the film, 
viewers discussed their 
reactions to the film. Two 
small groups met around the 
fireplace and in a seminar 

room.
After watching “In 

Football We Trust”, Penny 
wanted to know more about 
the film’s characters and 
looked them up to see where 
they are now.

“It was interesting that 
one of them did make it to 
the pros,” Penny said. “Also 
there was a lot of other 
players from this Polynesian 
culture that have made it to 
the NFL.”

Though Henry wishes 

that more Asian and 
Pacific Islander people 
were present, Henry looks 
forward to the next Indie 
Lens Pop-Up movie, “The 
Black Panthers, “where there 
will be more partnerships 
that have bigger community 
ties.

“The whole purpose is 
to have the community 
engaging and having in 
depth conversations on how 
to advance social justice,” 
Henry said.

Reaccessing Divestment
Shannon Haupt makes 
divestment information 

more accessible

DELANEY FORDELL
news editor

Students at Kalamazoo 
College have been working 
through the Socially 
Responsible Investment 
Advisory Committee 
(SRIAC) to relook at 
divestment. Shannon Haupt 
K’16 decided to center 
her Senior Individualized 

Project around this concern 
in order to make the 
information more accessible 
to K students.

“Divestment is the act 
of removing investment 
from something,” Haupt 
explained. In her SIP as 
well as within the SRIAC, 
discussions have been about 
“how to better align our 
investment with the goals of 
the college.”

The college has a fund 
called an endowment, which 
it indirectly manages and is 

invested in different areas, 
including fossil fuels.

Kieran Williams K’16, 
a member of SRIAC, 
commented that they are 
attempting to restructure 
endowment but because 
of certain principles, any 
divestment possibilities have 
so far been blocked. Both 
this committee and Haupt’s 
SIP are working to petition 
divestment from the fossil 
fuel companies that K 
invests in.

Williams described how K 

has been working to increase 
energy efficiency and work 
towards sustainability, “to 
have our money invested 
in fossil fuels is a clear 
contradiction.”

“[My] SIP [will be] 
accessible so as to gain 
a better understanding 
of our endowment and 
how it impacts the greater 
community... [I’m hoping 
it’ll help] overcome the 
lack of accessibility in the 
way this information is 
distributed and presented,” 
Haupt continued. “It’s 
important to think about 
where we invest our money.”

Haupt’s SIP contains two 
main components, “[the 
first involves] reviewing the 
history of divestment on 
campus and the larger fossil 
fuel campaign and [the 
second is about] the overall 
investment policies, [like] 
how we invest in a certain 
thing.”

“The next step before 
any of the [divestment] 
ideas can be carried out is a 
reassessment of the guiding 
principles for [SRIAC],” 
Haupt said. “One of the 
guiding principles prevents 
any petition from affecting 
more than five percent of 
our funds.”

Haupt and SRIAC are 
working towards the same 
goals.

“[My] SIP is helping 
reinforce what SRIAC 
is trying to do,” Haupt 
explained.

“[Shannon Haupt’s] 
SIP helps the fossil fuel 
campaign and allows 
[SRIAC] to put forward a 
proposal for the investment 
committee to look at,” 
Williams said. “Divestment 
takes a while [because] 
it involves restructuring 
where the funds will go [but 
hopefully] by the end of this 
year or before 2018 [we will 
have achieved divestment].”

In addition to being a Sustainability Intern, Haupt has experience working in K’s arboretum. [Photo courtesy of Shannon Haupt]

Changes to Student 
Goverment

A new method to 
increase student 

involvement still in the 
works

TIM DECOURSEY
staff writer

Kalamazoo College’s 
Student Commission, 
which was dissolved during 
the 2014-15 school year, is 
coming back with serious 
reforms. The initiative 
to change the student 
government is being led by 
two students: Chris Cribbs 
K’18 and Karina Duarte 
K’18. Brian Dietz, the 
associate Dean of Students 
at Kalamazoo College, is 
overseeing the reforms.

One of the changes 
already occurred last week 
when the Student Funding 
Board, once a part of the 
student government, split 
off into its own organization.

Cribbs said that he 
hopes to change what the 
student government is 
based around: “The way I’m 
hoping StuComm can be 
designed is around faculty 
committees.”

Faculty committees 
are committees in each 
department that makes 
decisions that affect their 
respective departments. For 
example, a faculty committee 
can decide whether or not to 
allow people to earn a minor 
instead of a major.

In the former Student 
Commission, Cribbs stated, 
“there wasn’t much of a 
defined role. A lot of [what 
happened in government] 

was based on commissioner 
initiative instead of 
commissioner duty. So what 
I’m hoping to do with the 
new one is create a more 
defined role.”

Before it was dissolved, 
Student Commission had 
several functions. These 
included forming the 
funding board, placing 
students on to faculty 
committees, and selecting 
a student representative for 
class president.

“It was a messy system,” 
Cribbs said.

Duarte is also working on 
the student government.

“I want to help change 
StuComm, but I don’t really 
want to be a part of it. I just 
want to shape it [unlike 
Cribbs who] wanted to do 
things [when he was on the 
old student government] 
and I couldn’t do them 
because I was either on the 
wrong spot or somebody 
else didn’t want to give the 
opportunity to me because 
of some reason,” Duarte 
said.

The ultimate goal of 
this student government 
reform is to increase student 
involvement in Student 
Commission and in events 
of the College. Those 
involved in this initiative 
aspire to make the student 
government a more useful 
and functional student 
organization.

Students interested in 
shaping the new student 
government are encouraged 
to contact Cribbs or Duarte.
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Dr. Simona Moti, one 
of three German Studies 
professors at Kalamazoo 
College, lives up to K’s 
reputation as a college with 
a focus on international 
experiences. She lived in 
Romania, Austria, Germany, 
Turkey, the United Kingdom, 
and a variety of locations in 
the US, from Irving, California 
to Kalamazoo. During her 
experiences in these different 
locations she noticed “there 
was this effort and difficulty 
in communicating across 
cultural barriers.” She brings 
questions that address this 
issue to the classroom, posing 
questions like “how do we 
communicate across these 
cultural barriers?”or“what 
food and cities tell us about 
culture?” She finds the ability 
to discuss these questions in 
the classroom a powerful 
learning experience. These 
conversations bring students 
outside of their comfort zones, 
forcing them to think critically, 
and pushing them to learn. 
“If you stay in your comfort 
zone, that is a great place to be, 
but there is not much growth 

there,”she says. “If you want 
to learn you need to push 
the boundaries of that zone. 
Live with uncertainty.”Moti 
has pushed her own comfort 
zone as well. Dr. Moti has 
been changing locations 
since she came to the U.S. 
sixteen years ago, but since 
moving to Kalamazoo in 
2013, she has learned to 
deal with frigid winters by 
embracing the cold while 
cross country skiing. In the 
summers, she and her family 
enjoy the warmth, taking time 
to explore the surrounding 
lakes.  Ironically, after her 
“nomadic” traveling, Dr. Moti 
sees her next big move, that 
will push her comfort zone, as 

settling down. She is looking 
forward to consolidating and 
building the communities she 
is involved in here. What drew 
her to teaching and continues 
to fuel her love for her work is 
seeing students develop and 
grow. Dr. Moti advised her 
first SIP last year. She worked 
with a student who started 
German as a first year and 
graduated as a German major 
with an 80 page German SIP 
that received honors.“I had 
no idea that I would have so 
much fun,” says Moti. “Can 
you imagine how gratifying 
it is to see a student coming 
in as a first-year and leaving 
as a senior?”

grady schneider
staff writer

K Students Engage the Wisdom 

Applying the material 
learned in class to a larger 
social and experiential context 
seems to be a central goal of 
the service-learning courses 
at K and of a social justice-
oriented college.

A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n 
Literature, a class taught by 
Professor Bruce Mills, is not 

on the list of official service-
learning courses but does 
fulfill this goal. 

In 2015, Professor Mills 
partnered with Kalamazoo’s 
Society for History and Racial 
Equity (SHARE) to bring 
the “Engaging the Wisdom” 
oral history project to his 
classroom. Students in the 
class are divided into groups 
of six or seven, delegated 
the roles of group manager, 
interviewer, researchers, and 
transcribers, and are paired 
with one member from the 
Kalamazoo community to 
interview over the course of 

the quarter in two one-hour 
time slots.

The program aims to 
build an archive of oral 
histories, focusing on people’s 
experiences in Kalamazoo 
during the era of Civil Rights. 
Students currently enrolled in 
the class are now beginning 
the interview process. 

Nakeya Boyles K’12, who 
was a researcher on a team 
of five students recommends 
the class to anyone looking 
to extend their coursework 
“beyond the K bubble.”

“One of the most valuable 
things I learned, or rather 

remembered, was the 
importance of simply 
listening,” Boyles said. 
“Often, as busy human beings 
consumed in our own lives 
with our own problems, 
we don’t take the time to 
empathize with others and 
simply listen. You can learn 
so much.”

According to the class 
handout on the project, 
“Engaging The Wisdom” is an 
“intergenerational, interracial 
program that will explore new 
and creative ways for youth 
and elders to connect,” with 
the goals of engendering 

greater respect for elders in 
the community, building 
bridges across generations 
and ethnicities, and increasing 
students’ knowledge of the 
history of the community.

Professor Mills said that the 
program not only “brings the 
material in class into a project 
that is important in and of 
itself, but it also puts the stories 
we read in class alongside the 
stories people tell us.”

In hearing the stories of 
people from the K community 
who had direct experience 
with some of the key issues 
from the stories read in class, 

Professor Mills said, that 
material is brought to life. 
Students gain a richer context 
to be able to understand these 
stories and complicates pre-set 
expectations or generalizations 
about them. Most importantly, 
the project gives space to the 
act of listening.

“The project could be an 
incremental step toward 
crossing some boundaries of 
understanding,”said Professor 
Mills, “and that can be 
transformative.”

elise houcek
a&e editor

Oral history project 
allows students to 
partner with local 

ogranization

Dr. Moti settles in at 
K after international 

experiences

Dr. Moti, Professor of German Studies, in her office. [Grady Schneider/The Index]

The Rewarding Responsibility of Pet Possession

As I entered into the room, 
I noticed an opened rabbit 
cage, an enclosure strewn with 
bedding and small pet toys. 
Scattered around the floor 
were various types of plastic 
huts and play tunnels, surely 
the sign of a long-time pet 
owner.  

But Scott Brent, K’16, has 
just taken the plunge into pet 
possession. 

“I’ve been really busy lately 
and I’ve hardly had the time 
to hang out with people. I 
realized that I was getting 
lonely and I decided to shake 
things up a bit.” 

Lady Antionette, a fluffy 
white Netherland Dwarf 
Rabbit, joined Brent on 
January 19. Selected from 
Pet Supplies Plus, Brent says 
Lady Antionette’s “special 
feature” was an all-too-cute 
“nose twitch which made my 
decision to get her.” 

Despite seeing all of the pet 
materials, I had yet to actually 
see Brent’s new bunny. “She’s 
still getting used to people, 
and still a little skittish” Brent 
told of her adjustment. As he 
coaxed her out of the corner, 
the “skittish” description 
became clear.  

“I sometimes feel bad 
picking her up, and I haven’t 
quite figured out how to 
get her to be affectionate,” 
continued Brent. I understood 
immediately after trying to 

hold the squirming white 
fluff-ball, my palm promptly 
receiving the jab of claw. 
She soon calmed down, and 
gently began to nibble at my 
finger.   

Brent explained that Lady 
Antionette was incredibly 
receptive to his mood. 

“She has this intuitive sense. 
When I’m stressed, she is, and 
when I’m happy or calm, then 
so is she.” 

Further up Academy Street 
lives another pet owner of 
K. Walking into a Harmon 
Hall suite brought the unique 
pets to my attention. On 
each windowsill of the room 
were small pots, sandwiched 
between clamp-mounted 
incandescent lamps. Springing 
out of each tiny pot were a 
dozen tiny mouths, with long 

white teeth protruding into 
the air. 

“I own three Venus Fly Traps 
and a Nepenthes,” described 
Qynce Chumley, K’19. 

“Nepenthes?” I asked. 
“Another kind of carnivorous 
plant, also called a pitcher 
plant,” Chumley explained.  

But are plants really pets? 
“They’re living beings and I 

take care of them,” defended 
Chumley, “and so they fit my 
definition of a pet.” Chumley 
noted that “low maintenance” 
plants fit nicely into her life. 

For both Brent and 
Chumley, pet ownership 
has become a rewarding 
responsibility. 

“I think it’s healthy to take 
care of something,” explained 
Chumley.

andrew parsons
staff writer

Two K students show 
off their pets, explain 

benefits

Scott Brent, K’16, with Lady Antionette. [Andrew Parsons / Index]

Alumni Q&A: Rolf Verhagen Metman

Q: How have you been 
spending your time since 
graduating from K?   

A: Since graduating from K 
I have started working at the 
Navy Nuclear Power Training 
Command in Charleston, 
South Carolina. I signed on 
in June and went to Officer 
Development School in 
October. I got to my command 
in December and have been 
working ever since.  

Q: Can you tell me a little 
about what your position is 
and what it entails?  

A: My job currently entails 

getting qualified to become 
a Nuclear Instructor at the 
Power School on base. The 
process of getting qualified 
essentially consists of taking 
several exams over a variety of 
topics, giving practice lectures, 
and doing a series of boards 
in which I have to explain 
subjects to my superiors in 
order to prove my knowledge.  

Q: What inspired you to join 
the Navy? Did you consider 
any other job opportunities?  

A: I joined the Navy because 
I wanted a job that guaranteed 
me responsibility, challenged 
me in my field of interest, and 
allowed me to serve something 
bigger than myself. I know 
that sounds like a recruitment 
advertisement, but so far I 
have found all of those criteria 
to have been met. I also 

transfer into, or I can choose 
to separate from the Navy 
and find a job or use my G.I. 
bill to further my education. 
I like to think that my options 
will be open and that my time 
in Charleston will have been 
a good first step towards 
whatever path I choose.

katie schmitz 
co-editor-in-chief

2015 Grad Moves to 
Charleston, SC and 

Becomes Naval Officer 

Recent graduate Rolf Verhagen Metman.  [Photo courtesy of Rolf Verhagen Metman]

Humans of K: Mateo Tobar

“My dream was to come to 
the United States to study,” says 
Mateo Tobar, an international 
student from La Universidad 
San Francisco de Quito, 
Ecuador.  

“I told my mom I was going 
to Kalamazoo, and she was 
like, ‘Why are you going to 
Africa?’” says Tobar.  

As an avid member of 
Model United Nations and  
an International Politics major, 
Tobar is determined to make 
a difference and implement 
what he’s learned from K’ s 
environment to the everyday 
lives of Ecuadorians. 

“The situation in Ecuador is 
really hard economically and 
politically,” he says. “What’s 
happening right now is all the 
young people are trying to get 
involved and trying to move 
masses. That’s what I like.”

Tobar admits, “I like Bernie 
Sanders. I don’t believe he is 
a socialist, compared to the 
Ecuadorian president, who 
I see as an actual democratic 
socialist. People tend to 
think that Bernie leans to the 

extreme left, but there’s more 
extreme measures of socialism. 
If he ran for president of 
Ecuador, I’d be like ‘Yeah, 
I’m gonna vote for that guy,’ 
because you haven’t seen the 
president now.” 

“The thing I’ve enjoyed 
the most here is getting to 
know different types of people 
around the world and how 
they think. People here are 
really open,” says Tobar. “There 
are many unique places here 
to be yourself, like Arcus and 
all gender restrooms and the 
Intercultural Center.” He 
would like to replicate these 
safe spaces in some form back 
in his country to promote a 
more open and acceptable 
society. 

His passion for his country 
and the world of politics leads 

him to have one ultimate 
goal: “My dream is to be the 
president of Ecuador. That is 
the dream.”

Tobar is living his American 
Dream and someday hopes to 
make his Ecuadorian Dream 
possible. He says, “In the end 
I want to go back to Ecuador 
to make my country a better 
place. Here in the United States 
you have a lot of opportunities 
and that’s what I want to make 
for my country, a place where 
you can find opportunities 
and where people want to go 
not only to visit family. That 
would be pretty cool.”After his 
year abroad, Tobar plans to 
return to Ecuador to complete 
his bachelor’ s degree and 
hopefully return to attend 
graduate school in the US.

jennie kwon
staff writer

A visiting international 
student hopes to take 
American politics to 

Ecuador

Mateo Tobar at a National Model United Nations conference in New York. [Photo 
courtesy of Mateo Tobar]

considered a job for Teach 
For America in Chicago and 
a job with the Peace Corps in 
Tanzania. Both alternatives 
were good choices, but the 
Navy just seemed like way 
too cool of an opportunity 
to miss out on.  

Q: How have you been 
adjusting to life in Charleston, 
South Carolina? Is it radically 
different than Kalamazoo?  

A: Life in Charleston has 
been great so far. It is a really 
fun city. It is very different 
from K.  

Q: How applicable has your 
K education been to your 
position with the Navy?  

A: I majored in chemistry 
and French at K and, to be 
honest, my job with the 
Navy is more math, physics, 
and engineering oriented. 

That being said, I think the 
education I received in the 
chemistry department at 
K allows me to understand 
certain topics on a different 
level than my engineer 
counterparts. 

Q: How do you spend your 
time when you’re not at work?   

A: I have been trying to stay 
really active and have made an 
effort to explore as much of 
Charleston as possible. That 
being said, I think the most 
valuable thing I gained from 
K was the friends I made, and 
it has really sucked to have 
moved so far away from them. 
The caliber of those people is 
something rare.  

Q: Can you tell me about 
some of your future plans? 
What’s next?   

A: This question is hilarious 

because people just finished 
asking me that when I 
graduated and now they 
are asking it again! I have 
four years of active duty in 
Charleston and after that I 
really don’t know. There are 
several opportunities within 
the Navy I can laterally 
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Gendered Spaces

riley pizza
opinions editor

Respectability Politics
chris cribbs
staff writer

Why I don’t feel 
comfortable in them

Ever since I began to 
identify as someone who fits 
outside the gender binary, that 
is, not male or female, I’ve run 
into countless issues. From 
having my preferred name 
and pronouns disregarded, 
to not having a place to pee 
in the library, things people 
typically take for granted are 
an everyday hassle for me.             

However, not everyone 
understands why that is. Last 
week, when I was talking to a 
friend about the new gender-
neutral bathrooms in Hicks, 
she asked why I didn’t just 
use the gendered bathroom 
I felt most comfortable in. 
Since our campus is pretty 
liberal, she didn’t think others 
would mind.             

While I have had countless 
“Oh’s” in surprise and people 
turning around to check the 

sign after they see me washing 
my hands to prove that people 
don’t think I belong there, that 
is not the only problem with 
that statement. I want to point 
out a common misconception 
about non-binary people: that 
we “feel more comfortable” 
with one binary gender over 
another.             

This is completely false.             
While I do tend to use the 

women’s bathroom and play 
on a women’s ultimate team, 
that doesn’t mean I’m content 
with my choices. Every time I 
am forced to “pick” a binary 
gender, I feel anything but 
comfortable.  

Whether it’s hanging with 
a bunch of male-identified 
people who know I’m not a 
boy, or talking with female-
identified people who assume 
I’m still a girl, I feel trapped 
remembering everything I’m 
not, and everything people 
expect me to be. 

While gendering groups can 
be empowering and successful, 

especially for women’s groups, 
it is not inclusive to people 
who identify outside the 
binary. Some of these spaces 
are so strictly gendered that 
even binary transgender 
people feel uncomfortable. 

To begin to remedy 
this injustice, I think all 
Student Organizations, and 
administration members who 
strongly believe that gendered-
spaces can accommodate 
gender non-conforming 
individuals rethink their logic, 
because I am living proof that 
they do not. 

So the next time you see 
a gendered space, think 
about why it’s gendered 
within the binary. Then, ask 
if the exclusion of trans-
identified people validates 
the importance of those spaces 
being gendered.  

Hopefully, this will make 
campus a more inclusive, and 
less uncomfortable, place for 
non-binary students like me.

Actually just being polite

It often seems as though 
there’s no shortage of existential 
threats to America, and one 
recent favorite is the spread of 
political correctness. The fear 
exists for a wide spectrum of 
reasons, from a fear that it 
will limit free speech, to the 
idea that it is literally killing 
people, according to Ted Cruz 
in a Republican debate.       

This is a bit hyperbolic. 
Political correctness is simply 
the creation of new norms that 
displace old ones, thus being 
a completely natural change 
within society.       

The expansion of political 
correctness, hereon referred 
to as “politeness,” is largely 
caused by a change in who 
makes the rules. Politeness 
was originally defined by a 
certain group of people some 
time long ago, and the norms 
they set became tradition and 
were followed for generations, 
leading us to whatever is 
considered polite today.        

The difference between now 
and, say, fifty years ago is that 
today there are different people 

involved in “making the rules” 
of politeness.        

Historically, racial insults 
were considered acceptable, 
but as demographics changed, 
power diffused, and a different 
set of people started making 
new rules, the use of racial 
insults became increasingly 
impolite.        

Personal views on politeness 
are incredibly dependent 
on perspective. If you have 
never been offended by some 
certain word, it’s unlikely that 
you would understand the 
reason to stop saying it; if 
you say it often, you would 
probably also resist a change 
in politeness since language 
is a social norm, and norms 
are difficult to change.       

But it’s also important to 
realize that, of the two primary 
groups in the politeness 
expansion debate, one of them 
is already strongly represented 
by today’s definitions of 
politeness. Many of those who 
oppose politeness expansion 
and refer to it as a restriction 
on free speech do so while 
there are already similar social 
restrictions that they enjoy and 
would like to remain in place.        

In this sense, negative 
reactions to the changes in 

politeness come from a desire 
to retain power.       

The previous explanation, 
though, only explains why 
changes in politeness are 
natural—it doesn’t explain 
why it’s happening.        

As the people who make the 
rules have changed, the rules 
themselves have changed, and 
the new rules are designed 
to remove negative identity 
ascription from those groups 
that are marginalized.       

“Political correctness” is, 
fundamentally, an attempt 
for people to regain personal 
control over their identity, 
rather than being generalized 
by the rest of society. The 
examples of this are too 
numerous to count, but it’s 
safe to say that some groups 
are harmed by this more than 
others.        

Having a l l  groups 
encompassed by a newer 
norm for politeness is going 
to require more effort by 
everyone when choosing 
their words, but, again, it’s a 
very small amount of effort 
towards allowing people to 
be themselves.

Cartoon by Rachel Dranoff K’16. 

Cartoon by Rachel Dranoff K’16. 



The Senior Individualized 
Project is by far the most 
grueling yet intimate task 
students are asked to complete 
at Kalamazoo College, 
according to many students. 
The reward is that it can be 
almost anything a student 
wants it to be. However, at 
the beginning of any creative 
process, it can be difficult to 
know where or how to begin. 
This past summer, Justin 
Danzy K’16 started with two 
very broad interests: English 
and music.

“I just decided to get in the 
car, drive around, and listen 
to my CDs,” he shares. He 
also expanded upon poems 
he wrote in a creative writing 
workshop and a paper he 
wrote in African American 
Literature during the spring 
quarter of his junior year.       

After months of intense 
critical thinking, researching, 
and writing, he submitted his 
two-unit SIP to the English 
Department last Friday, 
January 15th. The final product 
ended up being around 105 
pages.  

His SIP is divided into three 
distinct, but related, parts. Part 
one is a research paper, part 
two is an autobiographical 
narrative inspired by James 
Baldwin’s writing style, and 
part three is a creative writing 
collection of poems. The 
research paper makes up the 
bulk of his project, in which 
he analyzes the relationship 
between “Sonny’s Blues” by 
James Baldwin and J. Cole’s 
album “2014 Forest Hills 
Drive”.  

“I’m talking about James 
Baldwin; I’m talking about 
rappers; I’m talking about 
identity for black men, really,” 
he explains. “I’m interested 
in the way authenticity has 
been codified and constructed 
through hip hop culture and 
how that applies to culture 
more generally, because hip 
hop culture is black culture, 
especially commercially.”           

During his research, Danzy 

The Latino Student Organization 
holds a screening

meredith ashton
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Justin Danzy completed an English SIP with Professor Bruce Mills. [Photo 
courtesy of Justin Danzy]

relied heavily on the article, 
“Authenticity Within Hip 
Hop and Other Cultures 
Threatened with Assimilation,” 
by Kembrew McLeod.  

“It looks at how authenticity 
is a rigid structure that depends 
on a lot of binaries. Either 
you’re real or you’re not,” he 
says. McLeod gives examples 
of typical binaries that are 
attributed to authenticity, 
such as hard vs. soft, tough 
vs. weak, urban vs. suburban, 
and ultimately black vs. white. 
According to Danzy, black 
culture is constantly being 
threatened by assimilation 
and co-optation, so these 
standards are sort of like 

a defense mechanism. The 
problem is that the framework, 
or criteria of authenticity, 
ends up excluding people, 
particularly black men, whose 
identities don’t fit the mold. 

“It doesn’t really matter what 
you actually are, it just matters 
how convincingly you perform 
yourself,” he explains. “People’s 
acceptance is often tied to 
a specifically black coded 
location or association. For 
example, Drake used to be 
this actor on ‘Degrassi’ and 
his hometown is Toronto, 
Ontario. Neither of those 
are a black coded show or 
space [respectively], so under 
most circumstances, Drake 
wouldn’t have succeeded as 
an authentic, mainstream 
hip-hop artist. In order for 
Drake to be accepted, he had 
to associate himself with Lil 
Wayne’s record label, Young 

Money Entertainment; nobody 
is going to question Lil Wayne’s 
authenticity as a rapper.”         

From Danzy’s perspective, 
James Baldwin and J. Cole are 
two artists whose work does 
not subscribe to but actually 
contradicts these common 
ways that authenticity is 
narrowly “defined” and 
imposed on black men. 
Although their careers are 
separated by decades, they 
employ common themes of 
community and brotherly 
love throughout their 
storytelling. Danzy says, “Both 
of them show the necessity of 
validating those homosocial 
relationships between black 

men that allow us to share 
our experiences and be fully 
immersed in our community.” 
His poetry collection greatly 
reflected these themes as well.  

“[The poems] dealt with 
me, of course. If I’m talking 
about the importance of 
storytelling as a means of 
strengthening community, I 
have to participate.”          

He reminisced about how 
much perspective he gained 
when first wrote about Sonny’s 
Blues last spring in African 
American Literature.  

“In [Baldwin’s] time, in the 
1950s, the only way of finding 
freedom in a society that had 
relegated you to segregated 
institutions and ghettos was 
within your community. He 
emphasizes the need to be 
able to make connections, 
especially across generations, 
because our stories are all 

The SIP story you 
want to know about

claire mccarthy
staff writer

linked. They might exist in 
different ways for different 
people, but the struggles 
that we experience are all 
intertwined. Sometimes the 
intergenerational weight can 
be put on an individual when 
they’re disconnected and 
isolated from the community. 
They can break under the 
weight or feel like they have 
to scream-- let it out in some 
way.”  

Furthermore, Danzy 
noticed Baldwin’s ability to 
decenter the white gaze—the 
lens of white supremacy—in 
his writing.  

“[Sonny’s Blues] is about two 
brothers finding a way to have 
a relationship despite their 
differences; it had nothing 
to do with white people. That 
was important to me, because 
[Baldwin] was able to show a 
vastly more complex depiction 
of the black community.”           

Danzy has deeply analyzed 
and appreciated “2014 Forest 
Hills Drive”, and he believes 
that J. Cole says something 
similar in his album. He 
describes the narrative arc 
throughout the songs, each 
one taking you through 
a story about growing up 
without privilege as opposed 
to growing up with it, going 
to Hollywood and feeling 
lost, and returning to his 
community and learning to, 
literally, Love Yourz.  

“He’s saying it’s important 
to love your family, love your 
brothers and sisters, and love 
your community. His message 
has a lot in common with 
James Baldwin’s. In a way, 
Baldwin validates J. Cole, 
because he is placed in the 
lineage of black writers. J. 
Cole’s album decenters the 
narrative of white supremacy 
just as much as Baldwin’s short 
story. In fact, a lot of rappers are 
able to do it, but “2014 Forest 
Hills Drive” was particularly 
significant because of the time 
period during which it was 
released. J. Cole had just visited 
Ferguson, and he had written 
and released this album in the 
aftermath of Mike Brown’s 
death and in the rise of the 
#BlackLivesMatter movement. 
Moreover, Danzy chose J. 
Cole because he represents a 
multitude of experiences. He 
embodies the lower class and 

the middle class; he knows 
what it is like to live in both the 
trailer parks and the suburbs 
of Fayetteville, NC.  

“He’s always changing the 
narrative, so it’s not a singular 
experience. It’s hard to find 
another rapper who is doing 
that but is also reaching 
such a wide and mainstream 
audience. When we think 
about authenticity, J. Cole 
is still performing himself 
at a certain level that has 
helped him become iconic yet 
relatable to a lot of people, not 
just in the black community. 
He has a certain level of control 
over the culture.”         

Knowing that some students 
conclude their SIPs and never 
want to think about them or 
look at them again, I asked 
Danzy if that was how he felt 
about his project.  

“I can’t just put this away. 
How I came to write this had 
a lot to do with my experience 
at K, how I was challenged 
here, and how I grew. I was 
really just writing about 
myself in a more theoretical 
and analytical way. So much 
of it is tied to me—not just 
the research paper, but the 
autobiographical work and the 
poetry—I don’t think I have a 
choice but to continue working 
on it. It’s like a life work.”  

Part of the reason why 
Danzy views this project as a 
work that is still unfinished 
is because it is still propelling 
him forward.  

“It was a goal of mine when 
I first started college to do well 
enough to get published, and 
I wanted it to be something 
to put on a resume and help 
me in the future. Not only do 
SIPs look great on Grad school 
and job applications, but this 
is also a published conference 
paper that I get to present.”  

May 26 through 28, Danzy 
will be presenting his thesis 
at the International James 
Baldwin Conference in Paris, 
France.  

“It is an opportunity that 
people don’t usually get when 
they are 22 years old. I’m very 
thankful. Actually, the most 
fun part about my SIP was 
writing the acknowledgments. 
It was super long. I mean, 
my SIP is about community, 
so I wanted to give credit to 
everyone.” 

This included his SIP 
advisor Bruce Mills, Professor 
of English. 

“I’m just a culmination of 
everyone else has put into 
me, and I’m very thankful 
for them.”

Nosotros 
Los Nobles 

The Latino Student 
Organization (LSO) presented 
the film Nosotros Los Nobles 
for a campus-wide viewing last 
Tuesday at the Bissell Theater. 
The event was part of the 
Office of Student Involvement’s 
“Tuesdays with...” series and 
was followed by an in-depth 
discussion of the film.  

The movie showcases the 
Nobles, three Latino siblings 
who have been spoiled by a life 
of luxury from their absentee 
father’s fortune. In order to 
teach his children a lesson, 
the father of the Noble family 
pretends to lose his wealth 
to instill the value of hard 
work and familial bonds in 
his children, especially during 
tough times. In the end, the 
Noble family overcomes their 
internal squabbles, with each 
individual learning a valuable 
life lesson. 

“This movie has a sense of 
comedy, but it also portrays 
certain Latino stereotypes that 
we want to discuss after the 
film,” said Alejandro Antonio 
JaramilloK ’18, Co-President 
of LSO.  

The struggles of the Noble 
family illustrate the class 
dichotomy between more 
affluent Latino persons and 
those who have to work from 
the very bottom of the social 
ladder, Jaramillo said. The 

film depicted the great lengths 
that Latino parents go to for 
their children’s future and how 
these children are expected to 
respond to their inheritance. 

The group also discussed 
the challenge of having open 
communication about gender 
and sexuality in the Latino 
culture as well as the film’s 
central theme of family.  

“We pride ourselves on 
the idea of LSO as a family,” 
Jaramillo said. 

In addition to this core 
idea, LSO has three main 
components: recruitment, 
discussions, and celebrations. 
The organization spends 
the beginning of the year 
welcoming back old members 
and seeking out new ones. LSO 
then holds three discussions 
throughout the quarter and 
always ends the year with a 
big cookout for members to 
reflect on the past and look 
ahead to the future, whether 
it be another year at K, study 
abroad, or graduation.

“Communion isn’t just 
sitting at a table together...
It’s the idea that the food isn’t 
cooked for yourself, it’s cooked 
for others,dz said Jaramillo 
about the club’s annual dinner. 

 LSO meets every Tuesday 
night from 6:00 to 7:00pm. 
Anyone interested in attending 
should stop by and check out 
the food and discussion. 

Last week’s installment of 
Zoo Flicks, held by the Office 
of Student Involvement, was 
“Suffragette”. Released last 
September, “Suffragette”, 
written by Abi Morgan and 
directed by Sarah Gavron, 
follows the story of 24-year-
old laundress Maud Watts 
(Carey Mulligan) who 
becomes increasingly involved 
in London’s suffragette 
movement of the early 
twentieth century. 

One day while delivering a 
package, Maud finds herself in 
the midst of a riot. Suffragettes 
are smashing shop windows 
with rocks and proclaiming, 
“Votes for women!”In the 
chaos, she recognizes her 
coworker Violet Miller (Anne-
Marie Duff). 

Through the suffragettes’ 
working class status, the film 
highlights a newfound shift in 
class participation for women’s 
suffrage.  

This class shift, as explained 

by BBC, is categorized into two 
branches of suffrage: suffragists 
and suffragettes. Reflective of 
its title, “Suffragette” focuses 
on the latter movement that 
stemmed from the National 
Union of Women’s Suffrage 
Societies. The NUWSS aimed 
to secure the vote namely 
for middle class women and 
valued lawful protest, believing 
respectability would earn 
women political participation.  

N U W S S  m e m b e r 
Emmeline Pankhurst (Meryl 
Streep) disagreed with the 
organization’s middle class 
exclusiveness and indirect 
methods. In 1903, she left 
the NUWSS to found the 
Women’s Social and Political 
Union, paving the way for the 
suffragette movement. Unlike 
suffragists, suffragettes were 
predominantly working class 
women who utilized illegal, 
violent methods.  

Suffragette Edith New 
conveys this methodology 
in the film: “It’s not words that 
will get us the vote.”

Activist Alice Haughton 

later encourages Maud and 
her coworkers to testify in 
Parliament for women’s right 
to vote. Violet volunteers 
but arrives on the day of her 
testimony bruised by her 
abusive husband, forcing 
Maud to testify instead. 
Maud gets arrested and faces 
prison charges but receives 
an offer from Inspector Steed 
(Brendan Gleeson): her release 
in exchange for information. 
Reflecting the suffragettes’ 
motto “deeds not words”, 
Maud refuses.  

“We break windows, be 
burn things, because war is 
the only thing men listen to,” 
she says.  

Through her activism, Maud 
befriends other suffragettes: 
Edith New (Helena Bonham 
Carter), Edith’s husband 
Benedict (Samuel West), 
Violet Miller, and Emily 
Davidson (Natalie Press). All 
characters are fictitious except 
for New and Davidson, who 
are both renowned for their 
participation in the movement. 

Released from prison, word 

spreads of Maud’s actions. 
Her husband Sonny (Ben 
Whishaw) demands that 
she break away from the 
movement. Defying him, 
Maud attends a secret rally 
to hear Pankhurst speak. 
Sonny throws his wife out 
of the house, prohibiting her 
from seeing her son.  

Maud must decide what is 
more important to her: her 
reputation or her political 
freedom. 

“Suffragette” reenacts 
London’s working class 
effort for women’s suffrage, 
reminding viewers of an 
important piece in the history 
of feminism.  

Check out the Zoo Flicks 
this Friday: “Hunger Games: 
Mockingjay Part 2”.

The History Behind 
“Suffragette”

The Working Class Fight for Women’s Suffrage 

ayla hull 
staff writer 

LSO’s showing of Nosotros Los Nobles in the Bissel Theater. [Rachel 
Carson / The Index]
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Swim & Dive Win Twice in Two Weeks 

The Kalamazoo College 
Men’s and Women’s Swim & 
Dive teams both took first 
place at the Michigan-Illinois 
Invitational quad meet at 
Hope College on Jan. 16. The 
Hornets defeated Wheaton 
College (Illinois), Hope College 
(Michigan) and Lake Forest 
College (Illinois) with a men’s 
team score of 577.5 and a 
women’s score of 632.  

“It was awesome to see all 
of our swimmers perform at 
the peak of their abilities, and 
it showed that the team has 
talent for years to come,” Senior 
Michael Allen K ’16 said. 

Allen also noted that it was 
the first time the men had won 
the invitational since his first 
year on campus. 

“There were years that we 
beat Hope during the season, 
and during MIAAs, but failed 
to beat them in the invitational, 
but this year we finally had 
their number again,” Allen said.             

The victorious performance 
by the women was led by 
Colleen Orwin K’17 who won 

The women’s swim team was led by several first place individual performances in both their victories last week. 
[Beatriz Feijoo / Index]

two events individually (200 
IM and 200 Butterfly) and was 
on the 400 Medley Relay team 
that took first as well. The men’s 
win was spearheaded by Sharif 
Shaker K’19 and Kevin Ewing 
K’16. Shaker won two events 
individually (200 butterfly and 
500 freestyle) and Ewing won 
the 200 IM. Both contributed 
to the victorious 400 Medley 
Relay victory.            

This past weekend, Jan 23, 
the Hornets were in action 

again, hosting Alma for Senior 
Day. The seniors were sent off 
with huge victories of 141-10 
for the men and 139-26 for the 
women. In the meet, Colleen 
Orwin set a pool record in the 
400 Individual Medley and 
Michael Allen, Tejas Vettukattil 
K ’19 and Cameron Beauregard 
K ’18 all won two events each 
for the men. 

“It was nice for all of us 
seniors to finish off our home 
careers with a win,” Allen 

said. “We were also able to 
compete in mixed relays, which 
is something we usually don’t 
get to do, so that was a cool 
bonus.”            

Both Hornets Swim & Dive 
teams have one more meet left 
for the regular season, at rivals 
Calvin this Saturday. They are 
looking to end the regular 
season on a high note before 
the MIAA championships in 
February. 

nicholas marsh
sports editor

Basketball Teams Both 
Suffer Conference Losses 

koji vroom
Staff Writer

Women’s tennis begins their season this weekend, 
hosting Baldwin Wallace on January 30 

Women’s tennis begins this weekend as the #38 ranked Hornets host Baldwin Wallace on Saturday. [Photo courtesy 
Kalamazoo Athletic Department]

Kalamazoo College’s Men’s 
Basketball team fell 86-78 to 
Hope on Saturday, while the 
Women’s Basketball team fell 
76-44 to Calvin. Both games 
were played away from home.  

The men traveled to #9 Hope 
on January 23 where they 
played their sixth conference 
game of the season, this 
contest against their biggest 
rivals. The rivalry brought out 
some of the best in both teams 
and led to a close contest. 
While the Hornets were at one 
point leading by as much as 
12, thanks to some strong first 
half play by Josh Miller K’17, 

the Flying Dutchmen cut the 
Hornets lead to just three at 
the half (46-43).  

Hope started the second half 
with a 7-0 run, but Kalamazoo 
was able to fight back time 
and time again in the second 
half. It was an exciting second 
half that experienced 11 lead 
changes until Hope took a two 
point lead with 3:25 left to 
play and never trailed again 
after that. The final score was 
86-78 in favor of Hope, the 
men’s sixth conference loss of 
the season. It extended their 
conference losing streak to 15 
straight games dating back to 
last season. 

The Hornets were led in 
their pursuit of their first 

conference win by Demarco 
Dickerson K’19, Chase 
Baysdell K’17 and Josh Miller 
K’17. Dickerson put up 19 
points and had 4 steals, but 
suffered an inefficient shooting 
day, going 8 for 25. Baysdell 
added 16 points, 7 rebounds 
and 6 assists while also playing 
the most minutes (35). Miller 
shot a perfect 6 for 6 and 
finished with 14 points, his 
game-high this season.  

The women traveled to 
Grand Rapids on January 
23rd to face conference 
title contenders Calvin. The 
Knights came out of the gates 
strong, scoring 26 in the first 
quarter and leading by 15. 
It was a deficit the Hornets 

nicholas marsh
sports editor

Both men’s and women’s basketball suffered 
conference losses over the weekend.

Chase Baysdell shoots free throws in a previous conference game for the Hornets. 
[Beatriz Feijoo /  Index]

Hornets victorious at Michigan-Illinois Invitational 
and against Alma.  

The women were effective in both swim and dive events, diver Madeline 
Woods K’18 claimed MIAA diver of the week honors. [Beatriz Feijoo / 
Index]

would never recover from. 
By halftime Calvin was up 
44-20, and cruised along in 
the second half to a 76-44 
victory at home.  

The women were led in 
offense by Grace Smith K’17 
who put up 9 points and added 
6 rebounds. Kelsey Adamski 

Women’s Tennis 
Season Preview

Women’s Tennis Team 
hopes to get another successful 
season underway this Saturday, 
Jan 30 as they host Baldwin 
Wallace (Ohio) in their first 
dual match of the season.      

The women enter the season 
ranked #38 in the preseason 
NCAA Division III national 
poll. The Hornets are also 
ranked #8 in the Central 
Region as a team. This will 
surely put a target on their 
backs as teams almost always 
play their best when playing 

Kalamazoo.      
The Hornets will be led 

again this year by star player 
Sarah Woods K’16, who 
enters the season ranked #19 
nationally and #5 regionally as 
an individual player. Woods is 
also a three time MIAA MVP 
and a three time member of 
the All-MIAA First Team. 
She has a career 22-0 record 
in singles in the MIAA.     

Woods and doubles partner 
Maria Franco K’18 enter the 
season ranked #10 in the 
region in doubles. Franco 
went 5-1 last MIAA season 
in doubles matches.      

The team will also boast a 

strong upperclassmen lineup 
including Katie Clark K’16, 
Elizabeth Tyburski K’16, 
Sabrina Dass K’17, Eloise 
Germic K’17 and Siani 
Johnson K’17. Sophomore 
Alexandria Oswalt and first 
years Sonal Bahl and Maya 
Srkalovic round out the roster.      

The Hornets will be trying 

to get back to their conference 
championship level from two 
seasons ago, when they swept 
the regular MIAA season (8-0) 
before falling in the postseason 
conference championship. 
Last season the women went 
7-1 in MIAA play with their 
only loss coming to Hope 
in regular season play. The 

Hornets also fell to Hope 
for a third straight year in 
the postseason conference 
championship.      

This season Coach Murphy 
will be hoping to bring home 
some hardware and he has 
plenty of time to prepare his 
girls for the upcoming season. 
Between now and the start of 

the MIAA season is 49 days. 
These 49 days will allow the 
women to play three out of 
conference dual matches and 
following their first MIAA 
match against Olivet on March 
16 the women will be taking 
a spring break trip to play 
in Texas.

K’16 and Danielle Simon K’18 
both added 8 points each.  

The men and the women 
both return to action tonight, 
Wednesday January 27 as they 
play a home doubleheader. 
The women play first at 6:00 
pm and host Albion while 
the men play at 8:00 pm and 

host Adrian. The games will 
also help support the Flint 
community by raising money 
and encouraging patrons to 
bring bottled water to send 
to Flint.   
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Raising Awareness 
for the Water Crisis

Kalamazoo “Fills the Van” 
for the Flint Water Drive

MEREDITH ASHTON
staff writer

FLINT on page 2

Kalamazoo College 
Athletic Center and the 
Senior Seminar 499 “How 
Do We Solve a Problem Like” 
partnered to raise awareness 
and aid for the water crisis 
devastating the Flint, Mich. 
community this past week. 
The Kalamazoo men and 
women’s basketball games 
last Wednesday publicized 
Seminar 499’s ongoing 
initiative to collect water 
and present information 
about the Flint water crisis 
to K College.

“Everything’s affected 
by water...you think about 
drinking water but you don’t 
think about washing your 
hands or all the everyday 
things that go along with 
water,” said Eric Dougal, 
the men’s Head Basketball 
Coach.

The basketball teams 
hosted the Flint Water 
Benefit for their annual 
campus charity game. 
The athletic department 
accepted water donations 
and also gave the ticket gate 
proceeds to the water fund. 
They succeeded in filling an 
entire K College van with 
water to transport to Flint.

Flint is currently in a 
state of emergency after the 
city switched to using water 
from the polluted Flint 
River. Residents are advised 
to use filters to treat their 
water or have their water 
tested at water resource sites, 
according to the Detroit 
Free Press.

On Friday, Governor 
Snyder signed a bill allowing 
$28 million in aid to deal 
with the infrastructure and 
health problems related to 
the tainted water. At least 
45 children of Flint have 
been tested with high levels 
of lead in their blood, and 
many more have likely been 
similarly affected.

The Athletic Department 
partnered with the “How 
Do We Solve a Problem 
Like” Seminar, who has 
dedicated their curriculum 
to providing aid for the 
Flint water crisis for the 
remainder of the quarter. 
The seminar has established 
numerous drop-off points 
for water, including locations 
at the Arcus Center, the 
Anderson Athletic Center, 
the Humphrey House, and 
the Office of Security.

“As the seminar chose to 
focus on the problem of the 
color line, the Flint crisis 

A Kalamazoo College van being loaded with water for the Flint Water Benefit Drive 
in front of Anderson Athletic Center on Jan. 27. [Rachel Carson / Index]

Arcus Center Hosts 
StoryCorps OutLoud

“Honoring Identity: 
LGBTQ Stories from 

Kalamazoo”

AYLA HULL
staff writer

On the evening of Jan. 28, 
the Arcus Center for Social 
Justice Leadership hosted 
StoryCorps OutLoud in 
an event where members 
of the Kalamazoo LGBTQ 
community shared their 
experiences through 
recorded clips, as well as 
a questions and answers 
panel.

The event, titled 
“Honoring Identity: LGBTQ 
Stories From Kalamazoo,” 
was sponsored by the 
Kalamazoo Community 
Foundation and created in 
partnership between the 
WMUK public radio station, 

the Resource Center, and 
the Arcus Center.

Gordon Bolar, General 
Manager of WMUK, further 
explained the vision behind 
the project.

“Kalamazoo had a lot of 
stories from the LGBTQ 
community that needed to 
be preserved, validated and 
heard.” It is the intention of 
WMUK and partners that 
these stories will help to 
make history.

At “Honoring Identity”, 
the audience listened to 
four clips from a larger 
pool of eighteen interviews 
conducted in November 
of 2015 at WMUK studios 
on Western Michigan 
University’ s campus. In 
the first three clips shared 
on Thursday, interviewees 
Alex, Sandino, and 
Chris documented their 

experiences coming out 
as part of the LGBTQ 
community. In the fourth 
clip, Rick, co-founder of the 
Kalamazoo Gay and Lesbian 
Resource Center, detailed 
the center’ s early history, 
which, at the time, consisted 
of volunteers and a single 
phone line.

The recordings were 
followed by a question and 
answer panel consisting 
of LGQTB community 
members Sandino, River, 
Chris, Rick and Jerry. 
Panelists shared experiences 
ranging from coming out to 
their friends, families, and 
children, to the founding of 
the Resource Center.

When asked by an 
audience member for 
advice on how to encourage 
young adults to recognize 
and accept their sexuality, 

panelist Chris shared, 
“Going through that 
process is painful... but [it 
is also] healing and needs to 
happen. So I think it is not 
only important for us to tell 
our story but for everyone 
in the room to tell their 
stories.”

When asked about the 
importance of “Honoring 
Identity”, Anders Dalbert 
of WMUK commented, 
“I think it’ s important to 
come and be a good ally for 
diversity ‘ cause [diversity] is 
important to the strength of 
the community.”

All eighteen interviews by 
StoryCorps OutLoud will 
be archived at the American 
Folklife Center at the 
Library of Congress.

The “Big School” Experience
K students explore 

opportunities at Western

LILY TALMERS
staff writer

Kalamazoo College 
features small class sizes and 
a uniquely small community: 
about 1,500 students take 
classes here. Western 
Michigan University, whose 
campus borders Kalamazoo 
College, enrolled over 
24,000 students in Fall 
2015, and their large size 
allows academic and 
extracurricular diversity. 
Though opportunities are 
certainly available at K, 
students are able toengage Haley Wentz K’18 skates on WMU’s figure skating team. Wentz has been skating 

since the age of three. [Photo courtesy of Haley Wentz]

in experiences on Western’s 
campus as well. Some 
students at K, however, have 
found ways of involving 
themselves on both 
campuses.

The registrar’s office 
permits K students to enroll 
in classes at both WMU and 
KVCC. Instructions detail 
the process to be relatively 
simple, involving filling out 
a guest application, as well 
as a few additional forms. 
In terms of credit transfer, 
it’s laid out to be as simple as 
sending your official WMU 
or KVCC transcript to K, 
according to information 
from the Registrar.

The simplicity proved true 
for Michelle Sugimoto K’16, 

who enrolled in engineering 
courses during the fall. 
Though having to commute 
from Grand Rapids during 

the four extra weeks of class 
at WMU, she found the 
process relatively simple.

“I think the hardest part 

is signing up at the other 
institution, just because you 
don’t know the process, or 
which office to go to,” she 
advised.

Others, like Jess Fales K’18, 
found frustration with the 
credit transfer. In Fales’ case, 
living in Kalamazoo allowed 
dual enrollment during 
high school. The credits 
she received transferred 
as music electives instead 
of the English classes they 
were.

Other students have 
found athletic means of 
involvement on Western’s 
campus. For Haley Wentz 
K’18, ice skating since 
the age of three made the 
decision to join the WMU’s 

figure skating team an easy 
one. Unlike those taking 
courses at Western, Wentz 
did not have to go through 
the registrar or even get 
permission from K.

“While K didn’t 
necessarily do anything to 
facilitate my being on the 
team, they have made it 
worthwhile and have done 
nothing but encourage my 
achievements.” Though 
the time commitment 
and practice times can be 
difficult, Wentz has found 
the K community, including 
her professors, to be 
incredibly supportive.
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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Students declare an English major at Declaration of Major Day. [Hadley Harrison / Index]
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was brought up because 
certain communities are 
not benefitting from the 
aid,” Joana Garcia K’16, a 
seminar member, said.

“Those who are 
undocumented, homeless, 
or in minority groups 
without transportation 
to get to the water supply 
locations are receiving less 

FLINT from page 1 aid than other groups,” 
Omari Oliver K’16, another 
Seminar member said.

The Seminar is working 
with local organizations and 
churches in Flint to better 
target these underserved 
populations.

“Water is a necessity and 
it is a human right,” Garcia 
added.

“The class launched a 

website Wednesday night 
to stand in solidarity with 
those in Flint and raised 
over $1,000 on the first day 
alone,” Oliver said.

“The class has set a goal 
of $10,000 to go towards not 
only water, but also portable 
washers and showers for 
the Flint residents,” Garcia 
said.

“This is an ongoing 

problem that we’ve been 
privileged to not have to 
focus on here,” Elizabeth 
Arellano K’16 of Seminar 
499 said. “However, after 
the campus wide email 
last Friday the quality of 
water in Kalamazoo is now 
being called into question. 
K College is now being 
affected by tainted water 
and we can no longer afford 

to be uneducated about this 
issue.”

Both Seminar 499’s 
donation website and the 
campus water drive are 
ongoing projects. Anyone 
interested in donating to 
help those in need can visit 
https ://www.youcaring.
c o m / c o m m u n i t i e s -
impacted-by-the-water-
crisis-510068.

Arcus Center Hosts “Neighbor Before the House”
Beau Bothwell explains the 
history and current situation 

of the Syrian Civil War

TIM DECOURSEY
staff writer

On Tuesday, Jan. 26, 
Dr. Beau Bothwell of 
the Kalamazoo College 
Music Department gave a 
presentation at the Arcus 
Center on the history 
and current status of the 
Syrian Refugee Crisis 
called “Neighbor Before the 
House.”

During the talk, Bothwell 
put a very heavy emphasis 
on the fact that the current 
conflict in Syria is not the 
result of thousands of years 
of conflict between Sunni 
and Shia Muslims as many 
politicians have described 
it. Instead, he argues that the 
recent sectarian movement 
is rooted in the nineteenth 
century during the decline 
and eventual break up of the 
Ottoman Empire.

Bothwell explained the 
more recent history of Syria 
from the 50’s onwards. He 
used these events as another 
way to emphasize how 
sectarianism was not the 
status quo in Syria until the 
Assad regime used it as a 
way to break up the protests 
in 2010.

The role the dissolution 
of Iraq played in the 
current conflict was also 
mentioned by Bothwell, 
who said, “During the last 
few years of the 2000’s the 
border between Iraq and 
Syria becomes a highway, 
basically, 2000 Iraqis were 
moving into Syria a day. In 
2010, there were 1.5 million 
Iraqis in Syria.”

Bothwell described 
the Syrian Civil war as 
“incredibly complex.”

“If anyone tells you they 
know what is going on in 
the Syrian Civil War, they’re 
lying to you,” Bothwell said.

The current sectarianism 
that defines the Syrian 

Civil War as “a particularly 
modern phenomenon that is 
pursued consciously in the 
pursuit of power,” described 
Bothwell.

At this point in time, as a 
result of the conflict, “Nearly 
half of the population of 
Syria is either internally 
displaced...or, in many 

cases, they are outside of the 
country as refugees. The UN 
says there are 4.5 million 
Syrian refugees.”

According to Bothwell, 

the United States has only 
taken in 2,600 refugees. 
Bothwell wants to push the 
government to take in more 
refugees and brought up a 
list of organizations that are 
either attempting to lobby 
the government or help the 
refugees currently here.

Kaspar Hudak K’19 
commented on how helpful 
the talk was for him, “The 
presentation [explained] 
what the news doesn’t.”

Students interested in 
learning more about the 
Syrian Civil War and ways to 
help refugees should contact 
Dr. Beau Bothwell.

Dr. Beau Bothwell discusses the Syrian Civil War. [Van Forsman / Index]

S3A Reinstates Cavern Hours
MARYCLARE COLOMBO

staff writer

S3A    2015-2016 
sexual safety & support alliance

http://reason.kzoo.edu/counseling/s3a/f /s3akzoo @S3AKzoo

In the Cavern, under the Chapel. Call any member any time, and/or drop in to cavern hours.
CAVERN HOURS

winter 2016

*schedule subject to change.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

7:00pm 
-

 8:00pm

8:00pm 
-

 9:00pm

Karen Ceballos-Pineda

k14kc01
310/706-7429

Mireya Guzmán-Ortíz

k13mg01
503/269-5791

Sarah Woods

k12sw01
414/248-9545

Isabelle Ciaramitaro

k12ic01
816/803-7437

Bianca Delgado

k13bd01
773/816-6858

Fiona Evans

k12fe01
917/575-1413

Maddie Grau

k12mg04
608/698-5881

Will Gribbin

k12wg01
616/648-6577

Ellie Grossman

k14eg01
616/204-8230

Sexual Safety and Support 
Alliance, commonly known 
as S3A, is the Kalamazoo 
College peer-to-peer 
support alliance that offers 
resources for those affected 
by sexual assault. This 
winter, in an effort to be able 
to reach more people, they 
reinstated Cavern Hours 
where an S3A member 
is available to discuss 
experiences and questions 
surrounding sexual assault.

“We’ve done it in the past 
but now we’ve gone back 
to it because we found it 
to be great for creating a 
space on this campus for 
healing around these issues 
and it fosters a place where 
dialogue can occur about 
this issue in whatever way, 
and also provides a space 
for S3A members to center 

themselves in why we’re 
doing what we’re doing,’’ 
Isabelle Ciaramitaro K’16, a 
member of S3A, said.

S3A took other step to try 
to make themselves more 
approachable. Signs are 
posted throughout campus 
listing each member’s 
phone number and e-mail 
address so students can 
contact them for support 24 
hours a day. On February 
26, S3A will be hosting the 
Community Reflection to 
discuss acquaintance sexual 
assault and harassment at K.

“I think one of the 
priorities of S3A right now 
is to brainstorm and develop 
ideas of how we can reach all 
members of the community 
— men, women, gender 
non-conforming people, 
people from all different 
racial backgrounds 
and ethnicities in a 
conversation,”  Ciaramitaro 

said. “ It makes me excited 
to be a part of a team that’s 
thinking that way and not 
thinking about this issue as 
being just a white woman’s 
issue but something much 
greater than that.”

According to Ciaramitaro, 
sexual assault is connected 
to power structures such as 
white supremacy, patriarchy 
and heteronormative 
society.

“I realized throughout 
my first year of college that 
rape and sexual assault was 
not this event that rarely 
happened, that it’s not just a 
stranger jumping out from 
a bush, that it’s something 
much bigger than that,”  
Ciaramitaro said. “ It made 
me so uncomfortable to 
not be actively fighting it 
and actively trying to foster 
community so I applied for 
the position.”

Ciaramitaro took action 

to fight sexual assault and 
values her experiences from 
S3A.

“It’s made me a better 
listener and [allowed 
me to] understand the 
value of being quiet and 

listening to another person,”  
Ciaramitaro said. “I’ve 
learned that tragedy can 
unite people and trauma is 
something that everyone 
experiences in a variety of 
ways and when we listen 

to each other we’re able to 
allow it to unite us versus 
isolating us.”

[Photo provided by S3A]
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Q:What have you been 
doing since you graduated K?

A: I’ve been working 
a handful of jobs since I 
graduated. So far, it hasn’t 
been all too glamorous. I was 
lucky enough to have a job 
lined up right after school 
as a research assistant for 
Michigan State University. 
The lab I worked in was the 
berry crops entomology lab. 
I worked at an off-campus 
site in Fennville, MI, which 
is mainly a farming town. I 
worked at this position until 
Thanksgiving and I’ve been 
working at a restaurant since 
then. 

Q:Can you tell me 
specifically about the research 
position you held after 
graduation?

A:The research that I 
conducted at the Fennville 
station, Trevor Nichols 
Research Center, was mainly 
on the Spotted wind drosophila 
(nicknamed SWD, full name: 

drosophila Suzukii). The fly 
is an invasive fruit fly, similar 
to the common fruit fly you 
would find on rotting fruit 
in your home...Bottom line: 
consumers are not interested 
in rotten fruit with little things 
squirming around inside. 
Understandable, right?...So 
researchers are interested in 
finding the best solution to 
manage the fly. 

Q: How did your time at 
K affect this position? Did 
you find knowledge from 
certain classes, professors, 
or experiences to be helpful?

A: I certainly used 
knowledge from K. Basic 
knowledge of research 
methods was important, 
because I often worked on my 
own or with peers. There were 
three other recent graduates/
undergrads over the summer. 
We were able to carry out 
most of the work on our own. 

Q: What are your plans for 
the future?

A: I’m actually looking to 
go to law school. It is kind 
of a change, but working at 
MSU really solidified that I 
would like to work within 
the system to change it. The 
use of control pesticides is 

an interesting challenge that 
I would like to look at from 
another angle. 

Q: How have these plans 
been influenced by your time 
at K?

A: There are influences 
from my time at K, but not 
in an obvious way. It took me 
a little bit of time to really be 
open to thinking about taking 
my life in the direction of law. 
I’m glad that I gave myself 
the time and opportunity to 
try something new. 

Q: What do you miss most 
about K? What was your most 
memorable moment there?

A:  I miss having a social 
network and weekends! I 
miss having friends around 
and time to spend with them. 
I’m working in the restaurant 
industry for now, and I really 
miss having Saturday free. 

Q: What do you do in 
your free time? How is this 
different from when you were 
a student?  

A: I’m studying! I have 
spent a lot of time studying 
for the LSAT, because I have 
the time to dedicate to it. I’m 
also tutoring some high school 
students in biology which is 
a lot of fun.

mallika mitra
co-editor-in-chief 

A Family Affair

Sophie Roberts K’16 says 
she was the one who decided 
to come to Kalamazoo College 
first. But somehow, she and 
her brother Billy Roberts K’16 
ended up at the same college.

“I had already applied 
before he even started looking 
into K,” she says. 

For some people it might 
be weird being at the same 
college as their sibling, but 

Sophie says it is just her 
version of normal. 

After attending Plymouth 
High School in Canton, 
Michigan, both Sophie 
and Billy chose to move to 
Kalamazoo College in the fall 
of 2012.  After four years of 
high school together, Sophie 
doesn’t find being at the 
same college as her brother 
very strange. The only real 
difference is that they don’t 
see their sister, Jamie around 
here since she chose to attend 
a different college. 

Just like in high school, 
Sophie says, they don’t 
really change what they do 

because the other is here, and 
they see each other around 
occasionally. 

Since they have different 
interests, they hardly end up 
in the same class. Sophie is 
a Biology major and Billy 
double majors in Math and 
Business. However, there was 
one class, Dr. Cunningham’s 
“The Family”, that they took 
together.

“It was kind of funny 
because we were introducing 
ourselves and talking about 
our family structure and 
siblings.I mentioned I was a 
triplet but I didn’t say he was 
in the class,” says Sophie. 

“͞Everybody figured it out 
though because Billy brought 
it up.”

Thanks to different 
interests, they͛ve never been 
in the same clubs, but they are 
both varsity athletes. Sophie 
runs cross country and Billy 
plays football. 

“The only major thing that 
is different because Billy goes 
here too is people always fill 
me in on the gossip about any 
Billy on campus, but often 
it’s not my Billy,” she says. 
“They’ll be telling me this 
story and I’ll be thinking that 
this isn’t like the Billy I know 
at all.”

mitch herr
staff writer

Index Q&A: Emily Sklar Office Hours: Garriga - Lopez

Sophie Roberts K’16 and Billy Roberts K’16 with their sister, Jamie. Two  thirds of 
the triplets will graduate from K in the  spring. [Photo courtesy of Sophie Roberts]

Sophie Roberts K’16 on 
going to college with her 

sibling

grady schneider
staff writer

Dr. Garriga-López comes 
from an academic family in 
San Juan, Puerto Rico. Her 
mother was a professor of 
Psychology, and her father is a 
professor of Political Science 
at the University of Puerto 
Rico. Garriga-López knew 
that she wanted to pursue a 
career in academics. 

“A love of learning, theory, 
and philosophy was passed 
down to her from her family,” 
she says. “The academy is one 
of the only places left where 
one can do the kind of radical 
work that I wanted to devote 
my life to.”

At sixteen she took a 
big step towards this goal, 
leaving Puerto Rico to attend 
Rutgers University. There 
were many aspects that made 
this transition difficult, but 
one of the hardest was the 
difference between how she 
viewed being Puerto Rican, 
as an islander, and how the 
people around her viewed the 
Puerto Rican identity, being 
mostly from the urban, New 
Jersey context. Feeling that 
she did not fully fit in with 
the Latino community, or with 
the bisexual, gay, and lesbian 
communities she was a part of, 
Dr. Garriga-López decided to 

make her own organization, 
The LGBTQQIA People of 
Color Organization at Rutgers 
(LLEGO!), which brought the 
two communities together. 
Dr. Garriga-López continues 
to be active in these circles 
on our own campus through 
her research, the classes she 
teaches, and her work at the 
Arcus Center. Dr. Garriga-
López uses artistic outlets, 
YouTube videos of goats, 
and activities like Judo to 
support a lively demeanor, 
while working on the difficult 
issues she is passionate about, 
such as AIDS, addiction, 
colonialism, and poverty. 

Art plays a large role in 
her life.  

“Art is what feeds me the 
most,” she tells me. One of 
the aspects she misses most 
about Puerto Rico, outside of 
her family, is the art scene.

“Puerto Rico is very vibrant 
in terms of there being 
music everywhere, murals 
everywhere...and I have a lot 
of friends that are in that [art] 
scene.” Here in Kalamazoo, 
Dr. Garriga-López sings in 
the Bach Festival Community 
Chorus, works on poetry, and 
has even audited a few art 
classes at K, occasionally 
passing as a student.

Garriga-López blends art 
and academia

Dr. Garriga-López says she misses the art scene in Puerto Rico. [Photo courtesy 
of Dr. Garriga-López]

“My parents never send me 
care packages. Maybe because 
I live thirty minutes away,” 
Battle Creek native Emma 
Farrell K’ 19 says.  

Farrell is a first year on a 
pre-med track and hopes to 
be involved with community 
and global health in the future. 
Farrell pursues her passions 
through campus involvement 
by being a member of the cross 
country team, Kalamazoo 
College Democrats, and 
Kalamazoo College Climate 
Action Network (KCCAN).
Farrell says, “I like to get 
involved with clubs that take 
initiative.”

Farrell says she enjoys the 
dynamic of being a part of 
a Division III sports team: 
“It’s not as intense as it was 
in high school, and the team 
is not too cliquey. I’m able 
make new friends outside of 
the team which is nice. It’s a 
way to do something I love 
without being stressed out all 
the time.”

Along with seven other 
K students, Farrell recently 
drove up to Michigan’ s 
capital, Lansing, to protest 
for the Flint water crisis.

“When we got there, there 
were people protesting on the 
stairs of the capitol building 
and also bringing water to 
donate. We [K students] 
started protesting outside 
the windows of the House 
of Representatives.”

She wishes more K students 
would’ve participated in the 

rally, saying, “We have trouble 
getting K people to go, which 
is kind of weird because many 
people will talk about the 
issues but won’t take action.”

Coming to college, Farrell 
has been able to explore a more 
adventurous side of herself.  “I 
have a lot of piercings. I want 
to get another one soon. My 
dad said he would cut me off 
if I got another one after my 
nose, but I got another one 
and haven’ t told him yet. I 
got my nose pierced the first 
week I was here at K, and I 
got an industrial piercing this 
quarter. It was a snap decision. 
I really love it, but I’m just 
waiting for the wrath of my 
dad right now.”

Farrell thinks others would 
describe her as wacky or 
clumsy: “This year I fell 
during every single one of my 
races and twice in one race.”

jennie kwon
staff writer

2015 Biology Major 
now looks to attend law 

school

During her time at K, Emily Sklar K’15 was involved with Student Commission and LandSea, among many other things. 
[Photo courtesy of Emily Sklar]

Humans of K: Emma Farrell
A sporty and 

spontaneous First-Year 
keeps everyone on their 

toes 

Emma Farrell likes exploring the downtown scene and exploring new restaurants 
like Just Good Food, a restaurant in Downtown Kalamazoo.  [Jennie Kwon / Index]

“She always stays with 
her beliefs. She doesn’t back 
down,” says fellow First-Year 
Tyler Harvey. 

Garrett Sanders K’19 
says, “She is open-minded 
and always open to new 
information. I can always 
depend on her to watch 
a documentary with me 
whenever or listen to me 
when I have something to 
vent about.”

Overall, Farrell would 
describe herself as a person 
who likes to have fun and 
is open to new experiences. 
She lives her day to day 
life and approaches every 
situation with an open mind 
and adventurous spirit.  

She says, “I’m not a 
skeptical person. Sometimes 
people think I make stupid 
decisions, but everything turns 
out alright.”

I
Want more K news?

Then check us out online!

www.thekzooindex.com
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Setting the Stage for the Flint 
Water Crisis

william bartz
contributor

I Am Not Telling the Truth

sarena brown
staff writer

Three students share 
their future plans 

On Dec. 29, the Flint 
Water Advisory Task Force, 
appointed by Governor Rick 
Snyder to find a solution for 
and investigate the Flint Water 
Crisis, announced in a public 
statement that the majority 
of blame for the crisis ought 
to be laid on the Michigan 
Department of Environmental 
Quality (MDEQ).  

Citing the MDEQ’s 
“responsibility to ensure safe 
drinking water in Michigan”, 
the Task Force then went on 
to detail the three ways they 
believed the MDEQ failed 
the city of Flint: regulatory 
issues, response issues, and 
interpretation of law issues. 

While they point towards 
the State of Michigan’s culture 
of “technical compliance”  
towards environmental 
regulations, and go as far 
as saying “This minimalist 
approach to regulatory and 
oversight responsibility is 
unacceptable”, they do 
the people of Michigan 
a disservice by failing to 
communicate to them the 
origin of this “culture”. 

In Nov. of 2012, the State 

of Michigan Executive Office 
released “A Special Message 
from Governor Rick Snyder: 
Ensuring our Future: Energy 
and Environment”, and it is 
within these pages that some 
insight as to the nature of this 
culture can be found.  

The MDEQ appears to have 
impeded Governor Snyder’s 
“pro-business” plan for 
Michigan to the point that 
he must have felt obligated 
to release the following 
information about the MDEQ 
under his administration: 
“As anyone who runs a 
business or a farm can tell 
you, environmental issues 
don’t come in neat packages 
called ‘water’ or ‘air’... for 
those who are worried about 
falling into an endless pit of 
red tape, I want to promise 
you that isn’ t the case. Since 
April 2011, a total of 105 
unnecessary DEQ rules have 
been taken off the books, 
including regulations that 
were outdated, had excessive 
reporting requirements, or 
were related to inefficient 
government programs”.  

On top of eliminating 
environmental  report 
requirements in the State 
of Michigan, Snyder’s 
administration also reduced 
the MDEQ’s budget by a 
total of 15% ($3.8 million 

dollars) according to the 2011 
Michigan Environmental 
Report.  

These budget cuts manifest 
themselves in Snyder’s 
“Special Message” as well: 
“DEQ, DNR and MDARD—
have all improved in timeliness 
even while their staff levels 
have gone down”. 

Not surprisingly, the 
MDEQ’s lack of a timely 
response to the Flint Water 
Crisis is also subject of the 
Flint Water Advisory Task 
Force’s December report.  

While the Task Force is 
right in recognizing that the 
MDEQ’s job was to ensure safe 
drinking water for the people 
of Flint, they are wrong in 
placing the blame of the Flint 
Water Crisis squarely upon its 
shoulders. Budget cuts, staff 
reductions, and ineffective 
reporting requirements 
crippled the MDEQ’s ability 
to be an effective government 
agency, and this undoubtedly 
contributed to the Flint Water 
Crisis.  

G o v e r n o r  S n y d e r 
unknowingly provided us with 
a bit of foreshadowing in his 
“Special Message” when he 
told the people of Michigan 
“You can’t go anywhere in 
Michigan without seeing 
communities reconnecting 
with their waters”.

“Governor Snyder issues an apology for the role the state played in the water crisis.”  [Photo from MLive website]

An exploration of self-
worth and being “fine”

We all know the script 
and how to play our parts. 
We learned the scene in 
kindergarten. It starts like 
this: I pass you in the hallway 
and you ask that question.  I 
say, “I’m fine! You?” You 
say you are doing great. And 
so it goes with each person 
who says that opening line, 
all day, every day until we 
leave this earth.             

Just know, I am anything but 
“fine” while you are anything 
but “great”.             

Personally, I am sick 
of lying, I’ve been doing 
that since I first learned to 
speak. From this moment 
forward, I am consciously 

erasing the word “fine” from 
my vocabulary, unless I’m 
using it to do with someone’s 
appearance.             

By saying “I’m fine” I am 
just ignoring my truth and 
keeping people who care about 
my well-being out. I am trying 
to become more aware and 
respectful of my own thoughts 
and feelings, and when asked 
“How are you?” I will say 
how I truly feel.              

This is not to say I will pour 
my heart out to everyone and 
anyone who asks that question. 
However, I am making the 
decision to not lie about or 
discredit my emotions any 
longer.             

I have found that by saying 
“I am fine,” I am belittling my 
self-worth. I have a tendency 
to believe how I feel is not how 
I am supposed to feel, and that 
my emotions are frivolous.  

I once sat in my guidance 
counselor’s office for two 
hours while I talked about 
everyone else. My counselor 
told me over and over again 
that my emotions are valid 
and whatever I feel is how I 
feel and that it is okay.              

She told me that I am 
valid and worthy. Before that 
experience I have said those 
words to others, but never to 
myself.             

So we might cross paths 
soon, and instead of replying 
apathetically to your “how are 
you?” I might say, “Oh, I’m 
not doing so well today,” or 
“Actually, I am feeling really 
good.”

This will be my quiet way 
of telling you my truth, and 
opening up our world to 
yours’.             

I am not just “fine” - I am 
valid, and so are you.

[Graphic / Sarena Brown]
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Writing Stains of War

Soccer-playing Chemistry 
Major Shahir Azhar K’  16 
committed to a Senior 
Individualized Project (SIP) 
in the English Department and 
ended up authoring over one 
hundred pages of his memoir, 
which now serves as the first 
official draft, or manuscript, 
of a book that he hopes to 
complete in the next two to 
five years.  

“One of the reasons why I 
did it was because I knew I was 
going to spend a lot of time on 
my SIP, no matter what, so I 
wanted to be able to invest in 
a project that I could continue 
to work on beyond my college 
career,”   says Azhar.  

But his memoir possesses 
a significance beyond 
Kalamazoo College in many 
ways aside from its promising 
future. The content delivers 
a creative yet historical 
glimpse into his experiences 

in Afghanistan during the war 
and thereafter.       

Many of his stories take 
place during his childhood.  

“I lived there until I was 
twelve years old, so a lot of 
it is written from a child’s 
perspective. Later on, I return 
to each event with a more 
reflective, adult explanation 
of what was happening,”   he 
explains. Azhar also includes 
relevant information about the 
country’  s history to give the 
reader some context as to why 
people have been fighting in 
Afghanistan since the Cold 
War.  

“ In westernized places like 
the United States, people don’ t 
share my perspective, because 
that [crude] level of violence 
doesn’  t really exist here. For 
me, growing up during the 
war, seeing people get shot, 
and seeing places get bombed 
was my normality—and I was 
just a child. One theme that 
I try to convey through my 
writing is that everyone has a 
different definition of normal. 
When I came to the U.S., I 

experienced a completely 
different version of ‘normal,’   
but now I realize that what I 
saw at home shouldn’t even be 
[considered] a norm.”       

In his memoir, he covers 
issues such as depression, 
PTSD, and OCD and how 
that has impacted his family’s 
life. He points out the scarcity 
of books that actually narrate 
the suffering that civilians face 
during and after war. However, 
in his preface he mentions how 
Khaled Hosseini’s popular 
novel, “The Kite Runner”   
inspired him to write his own 
story, because he can relate 
to the voice of the Afghan-
born American novelist and 
physician.      

Although he submitted his 
1-unit SIP just a few weeks into 
September, Azhar has worked 
on his project for much longer 
than the usual three-month 
arrangement.  

“This is something I knew 
I wanted to do from the very 
beginning,”   he explains. In the 
summer of 2012, before most 
of his first-year peers moved 

Shahir Azhar came to K College over 
three years ago from Atlanta, GA.  
[Photo provided by Shahir Azhar]

Senior speaks about his memoir and the experiences in Afghanistan that inspired it  

claire mccarthy 
staff writer 

into their dorms, Azhar and 
his teammates were on campus 
for preseason training. When 
they met with professors 
Marin Heinritz and Diane 
Seuss to discuss their summer 
reading literature, he stayed 
afterward to reach out to Dr. 
Heinritz.  

“I told her about the project 
I had in mind, and she told me 
which classes I needed to take 
in order to have a writing SIP 
in the English Department, 
even though I was planning on 
declaring a Chemistry major.”       

Azhar describes how his 
competence has flourished 
over the years. 

“When I came to K, I 
spoke English pretty well, 
but my writing skills needed 
improvement. [The idea] was 
always on my mind, but I never 
knew how to approach it.”   
After following Dr. Heinritz’  
s advice and taking Intro to 
Creative Writing, Creative 
Nonfiction Workshop, 
and Advanced Nonfiction 
Workshop, he developed skills 
that thoroughly prepared him 
to write his SIP.  

“I think it really shows my 
growth as a student. Freshman 
year, I couldn’t imagine writing 
a memoir, and now I have 
written at least one hundred 

pages of quality material.”       
During the writing process, 

Azhar decided to dedicated 
his work to his mother and 
all of the innocent civilians 
who have been impacted by 
the war(s) in Afghanistan. 
He inserted critical moments 
of his mother’s life into his 
memoir, including how she 
experienced oppression as a 
woman in that society. 

“My mother ran an all-girl 
school in our home during the 
Taliban regime in Afghanistan. 
One of the scenes I wrote about 
was the violence I witnessed 
when our house got busted,”   
he recalls.  “  My SIP is really 
all about my family, why we 
ended up where we did, and 
how we got separated from 
each other.”  

Azhar has two brothers and 
three sisters who are still alive; 
they are all geographically 
isolated from one another. 
He and his siblings left 
Afghanistan as soon as they 
had their chances, and that 
didn’t necessarily mean 
together. Their mother now 
lives with one of Azhar’s 
sisters in Atlanta, another 
sister currently lives in 
London, one brother lives 
in Toronto, and he still has 
a brother and sister who are 

living with their families in 
Afghanistan. “Stains of War, 
to me, represents how the war 
has [tarnished] our lives in 
innumerable ways, including 
isolation and depression, 
and it’s kind of hard to know 
whether or not those stains 
are erasable.”  

Ultimately, the goal of his 
project is to begin gathering 
all of the disconnected pieces 
into one cohesive story. He 
has hope that, once he and his 
family come together again, 
perhaps their lives will no 
longer be “stained.”

Dylan Miner’s talk titled, 
“All space is public. All land 
is indigenous. All ownership 
is violence” took place in front 
of a full audience on Tuesday, 
Jan 26 in the Recital Hall of 
the FAB. Engaging, boldly 
headlined, and educational, 
it was one of those rare affairs 
at K where one leaves with a 
feeling of having been part of 
a larger conversation.  

Dylan Miner is an artist, 
scholar, and activist of 
Wiisaakodewinini (Métis) 
descent who also teaches at 
Michigan State University and 
is MSU’s current Director of 
American Indian Studies.  

Introducing himself in 
his native language before 
introducing himself in English, 
Miner demonstrated his 
overarching philosophy of 
resistance against violence—
that is to say, practices of 

Getting outside capitalist consumption of art 

jasmine khin
staff writer 

Dylan Miner discusses his art at K. [Van Forsman / Index]

violence inherent in our 
capitalist and neo-colonial 
systems.  

The talk introduced us to his 
body of work, which ranges 
from prints to pennants to 
mobile printing presses and 
community based workshops. 
He works with children and 
elderly in many of his projects.  

Miner also collaborates 
with inanimate objects and 
natural surroundings, which 
to him are almost beings in 
themselves. Involving aspects 
of nature such as land and 
water in his work allows him to 
think about humans in relation 
to the environment. 

“You don’t have nature and 
culture that are different. As 
humans we are part of a larger 
ecosystem, Miner said.

Whether the title of his 
talk can be lived in practice 
or embodied through art 
is a question for us all and 
certainly was for those present 
at the talk. Miner had this to 
say about it: 

Visiting with Dylan Miner 

“Art can be one of those 
spaces where you can move in 
that direction. There are things 
happening [in alternative art 
spaces] that exist outside and 
in opposition to what you see 
in New York City galleries and 
mainstream museums, and 
that’s what interesting to me.

To put it differently, art can 
happen in places where most 
of us don’t expect to look; for 
Miner, it is more than the 
end product. Art is found in 
the social relations that form 
between people during the 
process of making art.

His Art Prize project 
A n i s h i n a a b e n s a g 
Biimskowebshkigewag (Native 
Kids Ride Bikes) is itself a 
series of workshops that 
facilitates indigenous youth 
in building bikes.  

As Miner puts it, the bikes 
exist as objects of those 
new social networks of 
those relations but the bikes 
themselves aren’t the art work.

Cartoon by Rachel Dranoff K’ 16

Cartoon by Sarena Brown K’ 19

KIA Winter Calendar

elise houcek
a&e editor 

Get off campus– take advantage of these upcoming events at the 
Kalamazoo Institute Of Arts

ART break
Inventing Art Museums with Patrick 
Norris
Time: 12:00 pm

Common Threads
An evening of performance and art

Time: 6:15 pm

Art Hop
Meet Andy Warhol!

Time: 5:00 - 8:00 pm

Sunday Public Tour
Jiha Moon: Double Welcome, Most 
Everyone’s Mad Here 
Time: 2:00 pm

ART break:
Video: El Anatsui and Yinka Shonibare 
MBE
Time: 12:00 pm

Art League Lecture
J. Fiona Ragheb

Time: 10:00 - 11:00 pm

Thursday Evening Film Series
Another Day and RESET by Domonic 
Smith
Time: 6:30 pm

Sunday Public Tour
For the Love of Art: Happy Valentine’s 
Day!
Time: 2:00 pm

ART break:
Establishing a Second Space: Richard 
Hunt & Michigan with Tami Miller
Time: 12:00 pm

Book Discussion
Strapess

Time: 2:00 pm

Feb. 2
Feb. 4

Feb. 5
Feb. 7

Feb. 9
Feb. 10

Feb. 11
Feb. 14

Feb. 16
Feb. 17

Admission to events at the KIA (with some exceptions) costs $2 with a student ID 
*Admission to Art Hop is free! The KIA is located in downtown Kalamazoo at 

314 S. Park St.– a 15 minute walk from campus
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Losses Continue for Basketball 

Emily Kozal K’18 shoots a basket against Albion on Wednesday January 27th in the Hornets 74-68 loss. [Beatriz 
Feijoo / Index ]

Men’s Tennis Preview
Men’s Tennis looks to keep their conference 
championship streak alive for a 78th straight 

season this year 

Both the men’s and women’s basketball teams went winless last week 

The men’s and women’s 
basketball teams each lost 
two games a piece last week, 
extending the men’s losing 
streak to 14 games and the 
women’s to 5 games.  

The women’s team played 
two home games last week, 
on Wednesday January 27 
against Albion and on Saturday 
January 30 against Trine. They 
lost the first game against 
Albion 74-68 in a close contest 
that saw several lead changes 
throughout. The bright spot for 
the Hornets was Grace Smith 
K’17 who posted a career-
high 27 points, and recorded 
her fifth double-double of the 
season by adding 13 rebounds.  

The women welcomed their 
Alumni back on Saturday as 
they hosted conference foe 

Trine. The game didn’t fall in 
favor of Kalamazoo though, as 
they struggled to a 78-42 loss. 
The Hornets had an extremely 
unsuccessful day on offense, 
exhibited by their lowly 6 point 
total in the first quarter. The 
women struggled both with 
offense and also with turnovers; 
they tallied up 14 turnovers 
compared to Trine’s 2. 

The men’s team had a 
similarly tough week, following 
suit with two losses of their 
own. The men lost to Adrian 
100-63 on Wednesday January 
27 and then to #15 Alma 85-80 
on Saturday January 30th. The 
loss to Adrian at home was 
the men’s worst of the season, 
losing by a total of 37 points. 
Adrian had a great shooting 
day, making 51% of their shots. 
Kalamazoo had a much less 
successful day, shooting only 
40%. Tommy Cerven K’17 led 
the team in points with 15.  

The men had a more 
successful outing against #15 
Alma, but still lost 85-80. The 
Hornets showed signs of life 
early in the game, leading by 
as much as 8. However they 
were unable to keep up the 
momentum throughout the 
entire game, as nationally 
ranked Alma was just too good. 
Adam Dykema K’17 led the 
Hornets in points with 17. 
Chase Baysdell K’17 added a 
double double with 16 points 
and 12 rebounds.  

The women play two games 
this week, tonight at home 
against Olivet at 6:00 pm and 
Saturday at home against 
Adrian. The men also play 
two games at home this week, 
tonight after the women against 
Trine and then Saturday after 
the women against Albion.

nicholas marsh
sports editor

The team poses for a photo during their fall tournament in St. Louis earlier this season. [Photo by Branden Metzler ]

nicholas marsh
sports editor

Following their 77th straight 
MIAA Championship last year 
the men will look to do the 
same this season. The men 
enter the season ranked #8 in 
the Central Region and one 
singles player Branden Metzler 
K’17 is #18 in the nation and 
#5 in the region.  

Metzler is a two time 
MIAA MVP and competed 
in NCAA Division III Singles 

Championships in his first 
season on campus. He has a 
career 11-0 record in MIAA 
matches. Metzler is joined on 
the team by fellow returners 
Robert Hudson K’16, Jeremy 
DePree K’16, Alberto Ayala 
K’17, Eric De Witt K’17, 
Spencer Navarre K’17, Jacob 
Scott K’17, Elan Dantus K’18, 
Guillermo Dominguez K’18, 
Kyle Hahn K’18 and Skyler 
Norgaard K’18.  

Their first and second 
matches of the season will 
come on the same day. The 

Hornets will make a trip to 
Illinois where they will play 
at Wheaton (Ill.) and at Lake 
Forest (Ill.).  

This season will be 
particularly meaningful for 
the men as they try to reach 
the Division III NCAA Tennis 
Championships. Kalamazoo 
College is this year’s host site 
for the tournament, so if the 
men can qualify for the NCAA 
Championships they will have 
a home court advantage.  

Women‘s 
Swimming & Diving 

Beats #18 Calvin 

The Hornets went into 
Saturday’s meet with Calvin 
as strong underdogs, but for the 
second straight year were able 
to upset conference favorites 
#18 Calvin. The final score 
of the meet was 123-120 in 
favor of the Hornets. This 
was Hornets third win over a 
ranked team in the last three 
weeks.  

It was a strong performance 
overall from the women as 
they won nine of the thirteen 

nicholas marsh
sports editor

The women’s swimming & dive team defeated 
Calvin Saturday to win their fourth straight event.

events. The team victory was 
led by outstanding individual 
performances from diver 
Madeline Woods K’18 and 
Colleen Orwin K’17.  

Woods won both diving 
events, the 1-meter and the 
3-meter, and captured a school 
record for the second straight 
week. Her score of 271.57 in the 
1-meter is a new school record. 
She won the 3-meter event 
with a score of 267.52. This 
is all following a week where 
Woods was named MIAA diver 
of the week for the first time 
this season.  

Orwin won two events 

individually and contributed 
in the 200 medley relay victory 
as well. Individually she won 
the 200 IM with a time of 
2:12.73 and the 100 Butterfly 
with a time of 57.82. These 
performances led to Orwin 
being named MIAA swimmer 
of the week for the second time 
this season. 

The women have had a 
very good season this year 
and have amassed five wins 
this season. They return to 
action on February 17, 2016 
when they travel to Calvin for 
the MIAA Championships. 
They finished third last year 
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The exhibit can currently be found outside of the Olmsted Room in Mandelle Hall. 
[Van Forsman / Index]

The Traveling Doors
Kalamazoo College 

brings traveling 
exhibition to campus

DEZIRAY MARTINEZ
staff writer

“Behind Closed Doors” is 
an art installation by local 
artist Justin David Brink 
that will be traveling around 
Kalamazoo College’ s 
campus this winter quarter. 
This exhibition consists of 
two freestanding doors, 
both of which are painted 
white but done so as to give 
them an antiquated look. 
In addition, each of the 
doors contains bullet holes, 
along with a sign to indicate 
whom the doors are meant 
for: “Colored Only” and 
“Whites Only.”

The traveling exhibition 
was brought to K with help 
from Kourtney Johnson 
K’ 17 who is serving as 
primary curator, as well as 
a committee of students, 
with key members Kiavanne 
Williams K’ 18, Erin Butler 

DOORS on page 2

K’ 18, and Julia Plomer K’ 
18.

According to Brink, 
“The sole purpose of the 
“Behind Closed Doors” 
installation is to raise 
awareness about segregation 
and racism in America. Past 
and present. And to incite 
conversations that lead to 
actionable change. Have we 
progressed?” Emily Worline 
K’ 19 commented on this 
topic, “We’ re not segregated 
anymore. We’ ve progressed 
since we’ ve had segregated 
schools, and since those 
doors were ‘ whites only.’” She 
continued, acknowledging 
the difference between 
progression and where 
we need to be, “More of it 
[today] is institutional, and 
there is underlying racism 
in a lot of settings. We have 
a long way to go, but we have 
definitely progressed.”

The first location of the 
“Doors” was the entrance to 
the cafeteria, the second was 

The Mighty Stutter

MARYCLARE COLOMBO
staff writer

Costa Rica study abroad 
student Kylah Simmons 
K’17 was traveling to 
Washington D.C. to visit her 
family on January 21 when 
she was detained in the 
Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta 
International Airport. Staff 
pulled her aside for about 
an hour around noon when, 
in her answer to a question 
of where she was traveling 

Student’s stutter story 
goes viral

from, she stuttered on Costa 
Rica.

Since the incident, her 
story has been featured on 
People.com, The Mighty, 
StutterTalk, and various 
other online blogs. She has 
written her story for SAY: 
The Stuttering Association 
for the Young.

“When I was pulled 
aside in customs, one of 
the first questions asked 
was relating to if there was 
something wrong with me,” 
Simmons said. “I explained 
to the staffer that I had a 
speech impediment and 
that I stuttered. Although 

I explained my disability, I 
continued to be questioned.  
In addition, my phone was 
taken away, restricting any 
contact with my family, I 
missed my connecting flight, 
and I was questioned about 
my stutter and constantly 
called dishonest and a liar.”

After the incident 
Simmons spoke with the 
U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection supervisor in 
Atlanta, wanting only an 
apology from the staff 
member and education 
about stuttering. According 
to Simmons, there will be 
two stuttering conferences 

in Atlanta this year, and 
many stutterers will be 
traveling there from all over 
the world.

“I felt intimidated and 
bullied, as I was bullied 
growing up because of my 
stutter,” Simmons said. “I 
was questioned about my 
stutter because he said that 
I was not stuttering when 
speaking to him. I think 
U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection, as well as other 
institutions, need to be more 
aware about people with 
disabilities. I don’t want this 
to happen again, because 
I believe that we all have a 

voice and that we all have a 
right to speak up when we 
feel like we have not been 
treated fairly.”

Melissa McGlensey, the 
news editor for The Mighty, 
wrote an article about 
Simmons’s experience.

“The Mighty first heard 
about Kylah’s story through 
a news tip from Nina G, 
a comedian with a stutter 
who we’ve worked with in 
the past,” McGlensey said. 
“Nina G sent us a blog post 
she’d written about the 
incident. I then reached out 
to Simmons on Facebook to 
ask her some questions.”

Simmons partnered 
with The Stuttering 
Foundation and created 
a card for stutterers to 
travel with that said “I 
STUTTER with information 
about stuttering.” She 
also created a hashtag, 
#DDDetainedInAt lanta 
to spread awareness and 
education.

“We were glad to raise 
awareness for Simmons 
and others who stutter and 
hopefully ensure incidents 
like this begin to happen less 
and less,” McGlensey said.

Changes to the Campus Engagement Organization

DELANEY FORDELL
news editor

The Kalamazoo 
College Student Activities 
Committee officially became 
the Campus Engagement 
Organization (CEO) this 
past fall quarter. Kate 
Yancho, Assistant Director 
of Student Involvement 
explained that at the end of 
last school year, “[there was] 
no one left in SAC willing to 
take on a leadership role... 
so we needed to take a break 
and start new.”

“With the other changes 
[to campus] it [seemed] 
a good time to change,” 
Yancho said. “[The] SAC 

The preparations for 
Monte Carlo

structure wasn’t serving 
campus anymore.”

The CEO is comprised 
of students from all years, 
allowing for new first-years 
to “[bring] fresh ideas...[and 
a] fresh vision to the CEO,” 
Yancho commented.

This new organization has 
been designed to account 
for changes to campus yet 
still keep the traditional 
events, namely Monte Carlo.

Angela Fong K’16, a 
member of the CEO and 
a part of the PR/Design 
team for this year’s Monte 
Carlo, explained that, 
“A big part of the name 
change from SAC (Student 
Activities Committee) to 
CEO (Campus Engagement 
Organization) was because 
we want our events and 

Bond type theme], it will be 
very suave.”

Alexis Fiebernitz K’16, is 
working on the volunteer 
committee this year for 
the event and is in charge 
of recruiting volunteers, 
commented that there will 
also be an A Cappella group 
performing at this year’s 
Monte Carlo: “All of these 
[additions] should make 
this year’s Monte Carlo the 
best yet!”

As a member of the 
volunteer committee, 
Fiebernitz and her fellow 
crewmates “need to make 
sure we have enough 
volunteers to make sure 
things run smoothly for the 
set up, during the event, and 
for clean up,” Fiebernitz said. 
“We hope to accomplish 

this all while making sure 
everyone has a good time, 
even our volunteers.”

There will be a chance 
to sign up for volunteer 
positions this week, 
Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday during lunch and 
dinner. “It takes a lot of 
people to keep the shifts 
short so that everyone 
can have the chance to 
participate [in the event],” 
Yancho said.

“[I’m] overjoyed with 
what’s happening with 
CEO,” Yancho exclaimed. 
“[It’s] a fun group with a 
tremendous amount of 
creativity and passion.”

Preregister for the 
Februrary 20 Monte 
Carlo event through the 
HornetHive.

The members of the CEO meet to discuss preparations for Monte Carlo.
[Sarena Brown / Index]

group members to reflect the 
interests of the community, 
which goes beyond just 
students, and for us to have 
more dialogue with the 
community in planning our 
events.”

Even with the changes, 
Monte Carlo will still feature 

many of its traditional 
aspects with new additions. 
“[There will be] another 
photo booth, interactive 
food and drink stations, 
and changes to the prize 
committee,” Yancho 
explained. “Diamonds are 
forever [will be a James 
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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Found in the Rare Books Room on the third floor of the Library. [Van Forsman / Index]
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DOORS from page 1

in the entrance of the library, 
and they are now outside 
of the Olmsted Room. 
Katryn Walsh K’ 19 said, “I 
think they are placed very 
strategically in order to give 
the audience a perspective 
of being in a situation back 
in history. They are trying 
to evoke an emotion of 
what people went through 
however many years ago, 
and still go through to this 
day.”

With regards to the 
location of the doors at actual 
entrances to various place, 
Walsh said, “we can’t really 
place ourselves through 
those doors since that’s not 
currently happening to us.”

One of the first thoughts 
that Worline had upon 
seeing the doors was that 
“white people have done a 
lot of harm.” But she still 
has hope for even more 
progression, “As long as we 
keep placing importance 
on things like Black History 
Month, and visuals like 
the “Doors,” we will move 
forward because it makes 
you think about it more.

Feminist Nuns Inspire “Radical” Change for Catholicism in US

MEREDITH ASHTON
staff writer

Sister Simone Campbell, 
Executive Director of 
the NETWORK group, a 
national Catholic social 
justice lobby, is both a 
feminist and a nun. As a 
Catholic woman, Campbell 
has been dealing with the 
ecclesiastical patriarchy her 
entire life.

“It’s the bishop’ s idea of 
control that’ s the problem... 
But you can’t take the church 

Screening of “Radical 
Grace”

Hang K’18 Featured in Documentary 
About Hmong-Americans

out of the essence of who we 
are,” Campbell said.

Campbell hosted a 
discussion with Kalamazoo 
College student, Audra 
Hudson, K’ 16, after the 
Arcus Center’ s showing of 
the documentary “Radical 
Grace” last Wednesday, 
February 3. This film 
followed Catholic sisters 
considered “radical 
feminists” by Catholic 
leadership on their path for 
social justice and political 
advocacy for the less 
fortunate. Campbell was one 
of the sisters who formed the 
“Nuns on the Bus” project to 

draw attention to their work 
with the poor and to protest 
planned federal budget cuts.

According to the film, 
tensions have been high 
between the Vatican and 
the Catholic nuns in the 
United States over the 
sisters’  modern lifestyle 
and “radical feminism.” In 
2009, the Vatican began 
to investigate the feminist 
activities of American nuns.

One clash between the 
nuns and the bishops 
occurred over the 
Affordable Health Care Act 
in 2010. The Catholic sisters 
lobbied publicly to pass the 

act against the Vatican’ s 
more conservative agenda. 
In 2012 the Vatican placed 
a censure on all American 
nuns and charged a bishop 
with reigning in the sisters 
through patriarchal 
oversight.

Simone Campbell sees 
this controversy as an act of 
God.

“The Holy Spirit used 
that attack to stir up people 
to make this moment 
where people stood up and 
said ‘ no’  to the bishops,” 
Campbell said.

The film follows three 
nuns as they confront the 

Vatican’ s accusations by 
doing what they have always 
felt called to do: social 
justice.

One nun works in direct 
service with her community 
through counseling to 
prisoners and teaching 
adult education classes. 
Another continues her work 
empowering women in the 
church and encouraging 
female ordination to the 
priesthood. Campbell, 
the third sister, uses her 
“Nuns on the Bus” project 
to highlight the work of 
Catholic nuns as well as 
advocate politically for 

social justice causes.
In December 2014 the 

Vatican announced their 
investigation had illustrated 
the incredible works that 
the American Catholic 
sisters carried out in their 
ministries and in 2015 the 
censure of American nuns 
was lifted.

Sister Campbell attributes 
the success to her faith, her 
community of sisters, and 
also political engagement.

“If we’ re going to do the 
hard work of democracy-
then let’ s do it. You’ ve got 
the power, be sure to use it,” 
Campbell said.

HADLEY HARRISON
features editor

Justin-Tou Ya C. Hang 
K’18 sits behind a camera 
in Hicks Student Center, 
gazing out the window 
across the quad. He wrings 
his hands, searching for the 
right thing to say.

“My parents set me up so 
well,” he says. “I don’t want 
to fail, but I’m still kind 
of finding out who I am 
and what I want to be.” He 
laughs, looking up from the 
ground. “It’s a lot of pressure, 
for sure.”

Hang is Hmong-
American: his parents and 
grandparents are part of 
an ethnic group that spans 
China, Laos, Thailand, and 
Vietnam. At K, he majors 
in Biology, plays football, 
and is an active member of 
the Asian Pacific Islander 

MSU professor films 
Hang, Asia Fest

Association. But his family, 
and his heritage, is always in 
the back of his mind.

On Saturday, Dr. Safoi 
Babana-Hampton, Associate 
Professor of French and 
Francophone Studies at 
Michigan State University, 
traveled to Kalamazoo 
College to interview Hang 
for a sequel to her first 
documentary film project, 
Growing up Hmong at 
the Crossroads. The film, 
which follows two Hmong 
families as they travel to 
their homelands, also seeks 
to study young people 
who identity as Hmong-
American. She joined 
Hang and his family on a 
trip to Laos and Thailand, 
where his grandparents and 
parents are from, and now 
she seeks to understand his 
life at K.

“I’m interested in how his 
Hmong identity impacts his 
daily life,” says Dr. Babana-
Hampton. “The purpose of 

the film is to show a culture 
that is very different from 
American culture but shares 
many American ideals.”

She, and research assistant 
Jack Weyhrich, followed 
Hang through campus, 
making stops at the weight 
room, Saturday’s Men’s 
Basketball game, a study 
session in Dow, and APISA’s 
annual Asia Fest, in which 
Hang participated in a 

Filipino dance.
During interviews, Hang 

spoke of how his family’s 
trip to Laos and Thailand 
influenced his desire to 
study Public and Global 
Health.

“Seeing kids in an 
orphanage, I really wanted 
to help,” he says. “I’m just a 
helpless college student, like, 
what can you do? I just want 
to excel here so I can give 

back to my community.”
Dr. Babana-Hampton 

says she hopes to bring 
a screening of the film 
to K’s campus when the 
itpremieres in Fall 2016. 
Information on the film, 
which shot on location 
in Laos, France, and sites 
across the Midwest, can 
be found on their official 
website: hmc.cal.msu.edu.

Dr. Safoi Babana-Hampton interviews Justin-Tou Ya C. Hang on Saturday. [Hadley 
Harrison / Index]
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Kalamazoo Art Institute Kicks Off 
Black History Month Celebration  

The Kalamazoo Institute 
of Art held an event called 
“Common Threads” last 
Thursday, Feb. 4, in celebration 
of Black History Month.                

During the show, music was 
played and poetry was spoken 
while visual art was shown in 
the background on a screen. 
The art in the background 
varied from regular painting 
to photograph to lithograph. 

The music played in the 

background also varied. In 
one instance, they were playing 
blues music, and for another 
painting jazz was played, and 
then for the next work, civil 
rights music would be played.  

Denise Miller, a poet and 
professor at Kalamazoo 
Valley Community College, 
performed poetry. At one 
point while she was speaking, 
people from the audience got 
up and spoke some of her 
poetry. 

Dr. Michelle S. Johnson, also 
known as DJ Disobedience, 
provided the music for the 
event. Dr. Johnson also 
presented some of her poetry. 
Along with Dr. Johnson, who 

played recorded music from 
a turn table, vocalist Abbie 
Maikoski sang. The keyboard 
and viola, played by Jonathan 
Boyd, were also used when Dr. 
Johnson was not playing her 
music, as well as the violin that 
was played by Anne Rhode.    

Other poetry was performed 
by Jim Croteau, a poet and 
professor at Western Michigan 
University.  

The themes of the poetry 
and the music often reflected 
the theme of the visual work in 
the background. For example, 
a photo was shown titled 
“Daddy, I want to be free.” It 
was a picture of a man with 
a sign stating “Daddy, I want 

to be free” pushing his child 
in a stroller while four police 
officers in a car drive along 
side. Civil rights music was 
played in the background, 
and then Croteau performed 
a poem about police brutality. 

The three separate art forms 
worked together incredibly 
well, with each one seemingly 
magnifying each other’s 
message. 

“This collaboration brings 
together visual art, music, and 
poetry to give new insight into 
our heritage,” said Belinda 
Tate, the executive director of 
the Kalamazoo Institute of Art. 

“The art and the poetry 
all worked well together,” 

tim decoursey  
staff writer

Dr. Frost in his office. [ Photo by Grady Schneider ]

Office Hours: Dr. Frost 

As an incoming freshman at 
Wittenberg University, History 
Professor Dr. Dennis Frost had 
an interest in political science 
and history.  

“I was thinking I wanted 
to be a lawyer, maybe with 
an international dimension 
to it,” he says. 

However, after receiving 
a college mailer promoting 
language courses, Dr. Frost 
decided to sign up for a 
Japanese language course. He 
had no previous exposure 
to the language, but he was 
curious about it. He soon 

became fascinated by the 
language, and fell in love with 
Japanese history. He recalls 
that “Between the combination 
of Japanese language the very 
first term, and [a Japanese 
Religious Traditions course]
the first term, I got hooked.” He 
discovered “Japanese history 
was so old and different from 
anything [he] had studied” 
before, which excited him. 
Now, at Kalamazoo College, 
Dr. Frost specializes in East 
Asian history.  

He was inspired to study 
abroad in Japan for a year. He 
brought LSAT study books 
with him, but “[he] decided 
about part way through that 
year that [he] was not going 

grady schneider 
staff writer  

Humans of K: 
Prospective 

Students        
Incoming first-years 

give us outsiders’  views 
of Kalamazoo College  

Bombarded with questions 
after only four hours of being 
on campus, Max Maurer and 
Paysen Cole have a pretty clear 
view of Kalamazoo College. 
The two prospective students, 
possible members of K’ s Class 
of 2020, and current second 

semester high school seniors 
attend school in downtown 
Indianapolis, Indiana. Both 
agree that they are excited for 
the next chapter in their lives, 
both being finished with the 
college application process.  

Maurer discovered K College 
in Loren Pope’ s “Colleges That 
Change Lives: 40 Schools 
That Will Change the Way 
You Think About Colleges.” 
He says the description of 
the unique K-Plan and small 
liberal arts atmosphere drew 
his attention when reading the 
book feature. He sensed that 
K College would be an “all-

around strong school.”
He says, “My application 

process was a smattering of 
sorts. I applied to big schools 
like University of Minnesota 
and University of Pennsylvania 
and (University of) Pittsburgh, 
but that was early on in the 
process. As time has passed, 
I’ve come to realize that a small 
liberal arts school is what I 
want. I appreciate the smaller 
community here.”

Maurer applied to a total of 
16 schools.  

Cole had a different approach 
when looking for colleges: “If 
we are being honest, I searched 

jennie kwon
staff writer  

online for the gayest and most 
liberal colleges in the United 
States and Kalamazoo College 
came up for both searches.”

He continues, “I just had 
to make sure that wherever I 
end up going is going to trans-
friendly. It is kind of terrifying 
and I’ m kind of worried for my 
life looking for colleges than 
are accepting of trans people. 
I’ ve narrowed it down to three 
schools where I think I would 
be safe, and Kalamazoo is one 
of them.”

“On a scale of one to ten, I’ m 
a big fan of K,” Cole concludes.  

Members of H.I.V.E, short 

Poetry, music, and 
visual art

said Max Palese K’19. “The 
poetry and visual art made 
each other more powerful 
and meaningful,” he added.                

Much of the visual art 

shown has left the KIA, but can 
be seen in Flint and Muskegon. 
The KIA has several other 
events this month celebrating 
black history.  

to be a lawyer.” Instead, he 
wanted to pursue his interest 
in Japanese history and 
culture.  

At points he has told 
students  “I am a case study for 
the impact that study abroad 
can have on your life,” he says. 
“It took me in a completely 
different direction than I ever 
thought I would be.” This new 
path sent him on his way to 
his PhD.  

He was able to work at K for 
a year as a visiting professor 
while earning his PhD. During 
that time he lived in one of 
the homes in the Grove, 
which is now a living learning 
house, and got to know the 
Kalamazoo community. He 

enjoyed his time and decided 
to come back as a full time 
professor six years ago.  

Dr. Frost has held onto 
the curious attitude that 
introduced him to Japanese 
and East Asian Studies. When 
looking for summer activities 
in Kalamazoo he came across 
a group that plays vintage 
baseball. The teams play by 
1860’s rules, with no baseball 
gloves, wooden bats, and in 
period costumes. 

for Holistic Inclusive Visitor 
Experience, Ian McKnight K‘ 
19 and Georgia “Jo” Babcock 
K‘ 19 hosted Maurer and 
Cole for a night. “Ian and Jo 
have been doing a great job 
at hosting,” Max states as Ian 
and Jo congratulate each other 
with a high five.   

H.I.V.E. gives students on 
campus a chance to work 
with the office of admission 
to show prospective students 
and families what life at K is 
about.  

K College’ s description 
of HIVE is “an organization 
committed to anti-oppression, 

inclusion, and the intentional 
representation of diverse 
experiences of students at K.”

First-Year Ian McKnight 
says, “I applied for HIVE 
because I really love K and 
liberal arts, and I want to share 
that with prospective students, 
not just to drag them to K, but 
to show them that a liberal arts 
school is a viable option, even if 
everyone else is pushing them 
toward a STEM field at a big 
state school. Also, it’s a really 
cool way to make connections 
with people from all over the 
place.”

Black History Month kick-off event.  [ Photo by Tim DeCoursey ]
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The Power of Civil Disobedience

riley pizza
staff writer

Throughout my time here at 
K I have been witness, and a 
participant in, several protests, 
demonstrations, and other acts 
of civil disobedience on and 
off campus.             

Civil disobedience is 
refusing to conform to 
institutional standards, and 
actively fighting to change 
them. Typically, these actions 
involve doing something 
disruptive, like silently 
surrounding the board of 
trustees during brunch to 
demand an intercultural center, 
or marching through the streets 
chanting for divestment from 
fossil fuels. 

While each action is 
done differently, you can 
always count on people who 
completely disagree with the 

action’s methods, no matter 
what route you take. 

This is primarily due to 
the strongly held belief that 
these protests make ripples, 
compared to the tidal waves 
necessary to make real change, 
and are done by people making 
noise just to stir up trouble. 

Aside from Rosa Parks 
refusing to give up her seat on 
the bus, or the many marches 
Dr. King led, there have been 
numerous successes in the last 
few years by people practicing 
civil disobedience.  

For example, when Black 
Lives Matter protesters 
showed up at Bernie Sanders 
rally’s and pushed him to talk 
about police brutality and 
their movement, he brought 
their issues to the democratic 
debate. 

When Rian Brown K’16, 
Angela Peoples, and other 
Get Equal protestors went to 
a Hillary Clinton rally, a few 
days after Trans Liberation 
Tuesday, and demanded that 

she divest from private prisons 
and acknowledge the violence 
against black trans women, 
Clinton agreed. 

Neither of these important 
steps could have been made 
without the important work 
done by these activists.  

It’s also important to note 
that people’s discomfort is the 
reason why civil disobedience 
is so successful. For example, 
it is easy to ignore a poster 
on a wall, or overhearing a 
discussion in the cafeteria, but 
when protestors shut down a 
freeway, you are forced to sit 
in your car and think about 
why these people are risking 
their lives to spread a message.             

Civil disobedience isn’t 
just to make noise and 
complain, it’s a proven way 
to gain support and push for 
system reform. Whether you 
want to participate or not, it’s 
important to acknowledge the 
importance of these actions, 
and support those who are 
fighting to make change.

Protests, demonstrations, 
and other acts of 

disobedience

What Is Love?

“Love varies from the comforting, 
nurturing, caring love I get from 
my parents to the teasing, sharing, 
twisted love I get from my siblings 
and K family.”
     Nana-Yaw Aikins, K’16

“Love is not knowing when they 
start and where you end.”
          Karina Duarte, K’18

“I don’t feel like I can define love. 
I don’t have the right to define 
anyone’s love.”
      Grant Lobert, K’19

“I think to love someone is to 
want to do things in their best 
interest because their wellbeing 
matters to you.”
Kaeli Peach, K’16

“I mean, I’m only 18 years old, so 
what [ ... ] do I know about love?”
   Zach Van Faussien, K’19

“How are we to simply define 
something so layered? Something 
that can mean so many things?”
      Lauren Perlaki, K’17

Interviews by Sarena Brown K’19. [Graphic by Riley Pizza K’16]

Debate Toxicity
When arguments 
become personal 

chris cribbs
staff writer

We are a very politically 
active campus, across a wide 
variety of issues. This is good-
it’s certainly important for 
people to be engaged in 
things that interest them. But, 
sometimes ideas become so 
essential to one’s identity that 
any opposition becomes a 
personal attack. This leads 
to ideological clashes that 
ultimately only upset everyone 
involved and make everyone 
significantly less comfortable 
discussing anything even 
somewhat ideological. This 
is bad. I’d like to offer 
some suggestions towards, 
perhaps, lightening the tone 

of discussion on campus. 
The single most important 

thing in any kind of argument 
is to keep the discussion from 
getting personal. Personal 
attacks divert debates away 
from being explicitly about 
opinions (or, strangely, a lack 
thereof) and become debates 
about personal integrity, waged 
through the original opinion. 
Not only is this upsetting, 
but it’s unproductive. Instead 
of having actual thoughtful 
discussions, we have fights 
waged through words, where 
the combatants dig in their 
heels and progress stops. No 
one can rationally debate when 
part of them is on the line. 

It’s also important to keep 
in mind that there are a lot of 
different people from a lot of 
different backgrounds from 
a lot of different places who 

have likely never been exposed 
to some concepts. From an 
individual perspective, it’s rare 
that someone can be thrown 
into a new environment and 
immediately understand it. 
My high school of roughly 
1,000 students had almost no 
LGBTQ students, for example, 
so going to college was my  
first experience with someone 
of a different gender identity 
or sexual orientation. 

That’s really part of the 
importance of college- 
understanding that everyone 
around us has a different 
way of perceiving the world, 
and has drawn different 
conclusions through their 
personal perspective. It’s 
unfair to blame people for 
not understanding something 
they never knew existed.
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From the Theatre 
Department 

New Play Festival Features K’s The Test

The cast of the Festival Playhouse production of “Family Crimes.” [Photo provided by Emily Salswedel K‘16]

Secrets Beget Secrets Beget Secrets: Festival Playhouse 
presents “Family Crimes”

All families face challenges, 
but some challenges are much 
greater than others. Festival 
Playhouse of Kalamazoo 
College presents “Family 
Crimes” as part of the annual 
Senior Performance Series.

The one-act play centers on 
a family of three generations 
of Latina women who have 
made enormous sacrifices in 
their pasts, resulting in long 
held secrets. “Each must 
decide what she values and 
what family means to her as 
these secrets are revealed to 
the audience and each other,” 
says Playwright and Director 
Belinda McCauley K’16.

Johanna Keller Flores K’18 
(Marta) stresses the important 
aspect of race in the story: 
“The play is a depiction of 
a family battling its demons 
like any other, but recognizes 
the damage racism, machismo 
and prejudice can inflict on 
relationships and actions.”

“I am honored to be 
part of a production that 
recognizes my body and 
my family’s story through 

developed, flawed, and multi-
dimensional characters,” says 
Aliera Morasch K’16 (Estela). 
“At the same time, “Family 
Crimes” challenges me to 
think about identity, family 
dynamics, and family histories 

in a new and complex way. 
This show explores family, 
secrets, race, abandonment, 
love, sexuality, and morality 
through rich and dynamic 
storytelling that makes it 
simultaneously haunting and 

uplifting.”
The show opens in The 

Dungeon Theatre Thursday, 
February 11 at 7:30PM, 
runs Friday and Saturday 
Feb. 12-13 at 8 p.m., with a 
final performance on Sunday, 

Feb. 14, at 2PM. For ticket 
reservations, please call 
269.337.7333. Tickets are 
$5. All students, faculty/staff 
members of K are invited to 
attend the performances at 
no charge. Tickets may also 

be purchased at the door one 
hour prior to performance. 

For more information about 
the 52nd season at Festival 
Playhouse, call 269.337.7333 
or visit www.kzoo.edu/
festivalplayhouse.

Last Friday, Feb. 5, the Sixth 
Annual New Play Festival 
opened with the “Gwen Frostic 
Reading Series” with special 
guest Adam Szymkowicz. 
Szymkowicz has written many 
plays, such as “Deflowering 
Waldo,” “Petty Theft,” “Hearts 
Life Fists,” and many others 
that have been produced in 
the United States, Canada, 
England, The Netherlands, 
Germany, and Lithuania. 
After this initial opening, 
Szymkowicz was present for 
talkbacks.                

Theatre Kalamazoo puts 
on this event every year in 
the Epic Center for the Arts 
in Downtown Kalamazoo. 
The purpose of the event is 
to present new plays written 
by Kalamazoo residents and 
produced by Kalamazoo 
theatres.                

The event also allows 
the playwrights to see their 
work develop and improve. 
In fact, actors go on stage 
with scripts in hand, because 
the writers are told to keep 
editing the script through the 

whole process. In a sense, this 
festival is almost like a large 
workshop for these writers, 
seeing their play performed 
and how the audience reacts 
to it.               

The event started at 9:00PM 
on Friday, including three 10-
minute plays. The first play 
was “Tabby & the Infinite 
Possibilities of Liquid Hand 
Soap,” written by Erin 
Shelton, produced by Center 
Stage Theatre, and directed 
by Fred Western. The second 
was “The Test,” written by 
Darcy Sturges, produced by 
the Festival Playhouse of 
Kalamazoo College, directed 
by Maddie Grau K’15, with 
stage manager Sam Meyers 
K’18. The last play was 
“Lyrical Invasion,” written by 
Von Washington, Sr., produced 
by directed by Nathon Alford-
Tate & Marissa Harrington.  

These three were performed 
again at 7:30PM on Saturday 
with an audience talkback 
afterwards to help writers 
understand how the audience 
felt about the play and what 
could be improved. 

The following day consisted 
of two performances of 
five 10-minute plays, one 
at 2:00PM and the other 

at 4:00PM. The 4:00PM 
performance was followed by 
a talkback. Starting these plays 
off was “͞Fly Berdie,” written 
by Kendra Ann Alournoy, 
produced by The University 
Theatre, and directed by 
Natalie Blain. Next was “Rinse 
Cycle,” written by Mirando 
Lopez, produced by Fancy 
Pants Theater, and directed 
by Brishen Miller.  After 
came “At The Zoo,” written 
by Cara Beth Heath, produced 
by Farmers Alley, and directed 
by Melissa Sparks. Then, 
“The Sound of Roadkill” was 
performed, written by Austin 
Wines, produced by New Vic 
Theatre, and directed by Kim 
Ostrander. Finishing the show 
was “Front Porches & the 
People Who Populate Them,” 
written by Nick Thornton, 
produced by Queer Theatre 
Kalamazoo, and directed by 
Laura K. Henderson. 

A one-act play called 
“Spendthrift Lovers,” written 
by R.D. Rivers, produced 
by The Civic, and directed 
by Carol Zombro ended 
the festival. The play was 
performed after the 7:30PM 
performance of the three 10 
minute plays and was followed 
by an audience talkback.

Sixth Annual New Play 
Festival

mitchel herr
staff writer

[Cartoon by Qynce Chumley K’19]

[Cartoon by Sarena Brown K’19][Cartoon by Sarena Brown K’19]

[Cartoon by Rachel Dranoff K’16]

emily salswedel
contributor
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Exploring the PE SIP 

Ben Bloomfield (left) with golf teammate and good friend Riley Boyd K’17 
(right). [ Photo courtesy of Ben Bloomfield ]

Men’s Tennis 
Starts With 

Success

The Hornets travelled to 
Illinois on Saturday to begin 
their season on the road. They 
played matches against both 
Wheaton (Ill.) and Lake Forest 
College (Ill.) in a doubleheader. 
They beat Wheaton 6-3 and 
then traveled to Lake Forest 
College where they won 9-0.  

In the match against 
Wheaton the men only won 
one doubles match, a 8-3 
victory for Robert Hudson 
K’16 and Eric De Witt K’17. 
However, they were able to win 
five of the six singles match. 
They were led in singles again 
by De Witt who finished his 
singles match first 6-4, 6-2.  
He was later joined as a singles 
victor by Elan Dantus K’18 
and then by one singles player 
Branden Metzler K’17.  

Following an early Saturday 
victory at Wheaton the men hit 
the road for Lake Forest College 
in search of their second victory 
in as many matches. In playing 
the Foresters the Hornets found 

nicholas marsh
sports editor

even greater success. The match 
with Lake Forest College ended 
9-0 in favor of Kalamazoo.  

De Witt and Hudson led 
the way in doubles with a 
second victory in two matches, 
but were this time joined as 
doubles victors by Metzler and 
Dantus and Ricardo DelOlmo-
Parrado K’19 and Spencer 
Navarre K’17. Following their 
dominating performance in 
doubles the men simply ran 
away with the singles, sweeping 
all six matches. This led to a 
comfortable 9-0 victory with 
a performance the men hope 
to repeat regularly throughout 
the upcoming spring season. 

The men’s tennis team 
returns to action with its home 
opener on Saturday, February 
13th against University of 
Wisconsin-Whitewater at 10 
a.m. Their MIAA opener comes 
on April 5th when they travel to 
Alma. Between now and then 
they will play several matches 
and take a team trip to Georgia.

Kalamazoo College men’s tennis won both their 
matches Saturday, starting the season 2-0

Nick Marsh / Index
Sophomore Emily Kozal won MIAA Player of the Week for performance in K’s win on Saturday. [ Photo courtesy of Kalamazoo College Athletic 
Department ]

Women’s Basketball Enjoys Senior Day 

The Kalamazoo College 
women’s basketball team 
defeated Adrian 75-56 
on Saturday, their first 
conference win since January 
13. The win over Adrian 
ended a six game losing 
streak. The win was special 
for all the ladies and Coach 
Miller because it was their 
final home game with their 
three seniors. 

Seniors Claire Slaughter, 
Kelsey Adamski and Kyra 
Walenga were all in the 
starting lineup. This early 
buzz (pun intended) helped 
propel the Hornets to an 
early 5-0 lead. Adamski 
scored four of the quick 
five points. 

Despite the quick start, the 
Hornets found themselves 
trailing 14-13 at the end 
of the first quarter, but the 
ladies were able to claw back 
and take control as the game 
grew longer. Kalamazoo led 
32-26 at halftime, and things 
would only improve from 
there. 

The ladies returned to the 
court after halftime with a 
whole new sorts of energy, 
scoring a massive 24 points 
in the third quarter. This 
gave the girls a 56-41 lead 
heading into the fourth 
quarter. 

Danielle Simon K’18 
contributed well with nine 
points, nine rebounds, five 
assists and four steals. She 
was joined on a loaded stat 
sheet for the Hornets by 
MIAA Player of the Week 

Emily Kozal K’18 who led 
the Hornets offensively with 
23 points, going 4-5 from 
three point land. Adamski 
ended her final home 

afternoon with 16 points.  
The Hornets’ successful 

day came mostly from team 
success in the rebounding 
department, ending the 

Women’s basketball wins their fourth conference game of the season on Senior Day.

nicholas marsh
sports editor

an existing chapter in Battle 
Creek, Mich. so Bloomfield 
worked with them in an 
attempt to extend their 
services to the Kalamazoo 
area. 

When discussing why he 
chose this topic Bloomfield 
said “I chose my topic 
because I am passionate 
about improving youth 
opportunities and for my 
love of golf.”

Because his SIP was more 
experience based rather than 
research, Bloomfield did 
not run into many obstacles 
research-wise, but said that 
he did learn that setting up 
a non-profit organization 
is very difficult. He also 

mentioned that even for 
a non-profit/charity type 
organization, there are many 
financial barriers to starting 
a new organization. 

For many SIPs, seniors 
often present their work, 
findings and final results, 
but often do not always get 
to witness the results make 
an impact in their field of 
work. However, Bloomfield 
will be able to witness the 
results of his work first 
hand. In the spring, The 
First Tee will begin their 
services in Kalamazoo at 
Red Arrow Golf Course, 
working in coordination 
with the Kalamazoo Junior 
Golf Association, and the 

 Many  S e n i or 
Individualized Projects 
(SIPs) are often research 
based in a specific major 
offered on campus, but this 
year senior Ben Bloomfield 
K’16 took a different route. 
Bloomfield decided to use 
his SIP as a way to explore, 
through experience, how 
the game of golf can enrich 
the lives of the youth of the 
Kalamazoo area. 

The end goa l  for 
Bloomfield’s SIP was to 
increase the amount of 
opportunities for the youth 
of Kalamazoo to learn the 
game of golf recreationally, 
as well as improve their skills 
and at the same to use these 
opportunities to enrich their 
lives. 

Bloomfield worked with 
The First Tee organization, 
which is  a  nat ional 
organization that teaches 
golf to the youth of the 
United States. However, 
as Bloomfield’s SIP points 
out, The First Tee also helps 
youth with developing life 
skills that can be taught 
through golf. If you watch 
any Golf Channel, you’ll 
see First Tee commercials 
featuring international 
superstars like Rickie Fowler. 
Currently, The First Tee has 

Ben Bloomfield explores a SIP in the Physical Education department 
and brings youth golf to Kalamazoo at the same time

koji vroom
staff writer

Kalamazoo Municipal Golf 
Association. 

Bloomfield said “it’s very 
exciting for me that I get to 
see the results of my work 
this spring, especially when 
it’s something that I am very 
passionate about.”

Bloomfield has been a 
member of Kalamazoo 
College’s Men’s Golf team 
all four of his years at K. It 
was through his playing on 
the golf team that Bloomfield 
got connected to someone 
who proposed he take on 
The First Tee proposal for his 
SIP. Men’s golf coach Mitch 
Wilson had been thinking 
about this project for some 
time, but was happy to see 
Bloomfield take something 
he was so passionate about 
on for his SIP.  

His passion is often seen 
in his competing on the golf 
course, where Bloomfield 
is nearly always seen with 
a smile on his face. This 
past fall Bloomfield was a 
contributing member and 
senior leader of the team 
qualified for the MIAA 
playoffs in the spring 
(must finish top four in the 
conference). This is the first 
time the team has finished 
in the top four in the MIAA 
since 1993.

day with a 46-39 advantage 
in rebounds. Slaughter 
led the team on her final 
home appearance with 11 
rebounds. 

The women next play on 
the road tonight at Alma. 
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Elliott Fukui and Agustina Vidal, co-facilitors for this weekend’s project and individually a member of the advisory board and Programs Coordinator of the Icarus Project, 
respectively. [Van Forsman / Index]

Icarus Project Returns to Campus

Global Prize Finalist 
working with campus 

community

DELANEY FORDELL
news editor

This past fall quarter, 
“The Icarus Project-Radical 
Mental Health” was a 
finalist in the Global Prize 
for Transformative Social 
Justice Leadership hosted 
by the Kalamazoo College 
Arcus Center. This project 
hosted training workshops 
on February 13-15 and 
are attending classes and 
working with the counseling 
center to bring their work 
to campus. Wendy Rubio ICARUS on page 2

K’16 was a key player in 
bringing this project back 
to K’s campus, “[I] pushed 
for them to visit classes, 
particularly psych classes...
Icarus [is] able to bring 
people with mental health 
issues together.”

According to their mission 
statement, “The Icarus 
Project is a support network 
and education project 
by and for people who 
experience the world in ways 
that are often diagnosed as 
mental illness. We advance 
social justice by fostering 
mutual aid practices that 
reconnect healing and 
collective liberation. We 
transform ourselves through 

transforming the world 
around us.”

Those working with K to 
bring awareness of Mental 
Health from The Icarus 
Project were Agustina Vidal, 
Resource Development 
Coordinator; Elliot Fukui, 
Advisory Board Member; 
Maryse Mitchell-Brody, 
Development Coordinator 
and Ally Liaison.

Vidal explained their 
mission statement for The 
Icarus Project as finding 
“what [it means] to be crazy 
in a crazy world ... we need 
to transform the world and 
once we do that, we can 
transform ourselves.”

Rubio commented on 

what the Icarus Project will 
be doing while on campus, 
“[it’s] important for them to 
go into the counseling center 
[so that we can] incorporate 
these issues [into] the 
counseling department 
so that [everyone] feels 
comfortable.”

Rosemarie Nocita K’18 
attended the workshops 
hosted by The Icarus Project 
over the weekend, “[It’s] 
a really good resource...
that talks through how 
to build a support system 
and is applicableto more 
than mental health. [We] 
can bring it into [things 

On Saturday February 13, 
Kalamazoo College students 
and faculty involved in food 
advocacy and sustainability, 
gathered in the Stone Room 
to begin K’s first Food Justice 
Panel.

The students and faculty 
present represented 
organizations ranging 
from the VINE program 
(Visualizing and 
Integrating Neighborhood 
Engagement), K’s Food 
Recovery Network, recycling 
and composting clubs, and 
even dining services. The 
gathering centered around a 
mutual respect for food and 
a passion for taking steps 
toward a healthier, more 
sustainable environment 
surrounding food at K.

One key player was 

Margot Couraud K’16, who 
is a sustainability intern 
at K. Leading the group 
discussion, she asked others 
to reflect on how they’ve 
seen food go to waste in 
their lives in and out of K. 
Stories were shared that 
attested to the severity of a 
lack of appreciation for food. 
Couraud recounted a story 

she attained from cafeteria 
staff, in which roughly 20 
servings of fried rice had to 
be thrown away. A student 
had decided to use their 
hand to dig for pieces of 
chicken, causing the waste.

According to Kacey 
Cook of the Center for 
Civic Engagement, there 
is endowment money 
specifically for food 
sustainability, and the 
college wants to encourage 
students to get involved. The 
goal going into the panel 
was to connect students who 
are doing just that.

Attendees, coming from 
different initiatives, seemed 
surprised to find others with 
similar ideals surrounding 
food. “I’m excited for the 
possibility of building up 
together, and using pre-
existing organizations,” said 
Kieran Williams K’16, who 
is a sustainability intern at 
K.

“Many hands make light 
work,” reminded Couraud.
For those at the panel, 

the hope is that strength 
will be found in numbers 
going forward. Response 
was so positive that there 
is talk of holding the panel 
monthly. Those interested 
in getting involved can 
contact Couraud at Margot.
Couraud16@kzoo.edu.

Food Advocacy Finds 
Company

Food Justice Panel 
promotes discussion 
among passionate 

students

LILY TALMERS
staff writer

Students and Faculty gather for the first Food Justice Panel. [Lily Talmers / Index]

Loads of Love 
Community Reflection

LOVE on page 2

Last week, The Office 
of Religious and Spiritual 
Life explored a few 
expressions of love with 
a Community Reflection 
called Valentine’s Day: Lots 
of Types of Love. Hosted in 
Stetson Chapel, this event 
showcased a handful of 
different perspectives and 
experiences that were all 
shaped, in some shape or 
form, by love.

A brief recap of last week’s 
exploration of love in the 
wake of Valentine’s Day

SARENA BROWN
staff writer

Audra Hudson, K’16, an 
Interfaith Student Leader 
with the Cavern, introduced 
the first speaker of the 
morning, a local Kalamazoo 
College alum, Jim Van 
Sweden, of the class of 1973. 
Van Sweden shared three 
poems, revolving around 
the intersections of romantic 
love and self-love.

Ian Mcknight K’19, had 
a slightly different take on 
love, and talked about his 
complicated relationship 
with his hometown on 
Holland, Michigan. Two 
other K College students, 

Urban Planning After K

On Wednesday February 
10, Kalamazoo College 
senior and Public Policy 
Departmental Student 
Advisor Reynaldo 
Hernandez K’16 organized 
a panel of interested 
students to meet with K 
alumni who have gone into 
the profession of Urban 
Planning. With the help of 
the Center for Career and 
Professional Development, 
Hernandez was able to bring 
in Justin Dula K’99, Andrea 
Augustine K’00, and Erin 
Thorsen K’02 who gave 
the panel of students a feel 
for how K prepared them 
to enter a career in Urban 
Planning.

Dula, Manager of 
Community and Regional 
Planning at Delaware 
County in Philadelphia, 
spoke on the importance 
of internships, calling it 
“a great way to turn that 
[position] into a job.”

Alumni speak to students 
about possible career path

AYLA HULL
staff writer

DELANEY FORDELL
news editor

Thorsen, currently the 
Transportation planner in 
Atlanta for Gresham, Smith 
and Partners, shared that 
“even without experience, 
if you can show that you’ re 
really passionate” you can 
land a job.

Augustine, previously the 
City Planner for Kalamazoo 
and currently the Real 
Estate Manager for Adams 
Outdoor Advertising 
in Southwest Michigan, 
shared the same viewpoint, 
highlighting the importance 
of forming connections 
through networking. She 
additionally shared the value 
of determination in Urban 
Planning, “you can go here 

and you might be blocked 
but there’ s 50,000 other 
ways to get there, you just 
have to have the tenacity”. 
To quote Augustine on her 
catchphrase, “there’ s always 
a way to get to yes.”

“You carry some 
experience and qualification 
[that makes you an 
individual],” Augustine 
said. “[During an interview] 
share some ideas that [you] 
could bring to the table, 
to your company that will 
make it better or different.”

“A huge part of [Urban 
Planning involves] conflict 
resolution and to be able to 
see all sides and try to find 
ways for other people to 

see those sides too,” Dula 
commented. “The liberal arts 
view of K helps with Urban 
Planning in that you have 
to work interdisciplinary 
with people...[it gives you] 
negotiating skills and the 
ability to think critically.”

Grady Schneider K‘ 16 
offered his opinion of the 
panel, “whether you’ re a 
freshman here or a senior 
here, it really aligns what 
you might want to do.”

Joan Hawxhurst of the 
CCPD encourages other 
DSAs to take the initiative to 
organize similar events for 
their departments.

The alumni speak to a panel of students. [Beatriz Feijoo / Index]
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.

I
THE INDEX

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

A moment captured at the corner of Academy Street and Monroe Street by the Arcus Center. [Van Forsman / Index]
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like] Student Organization 
training and roommate 
agreements.”

“[This program] works 
with things that you have 
labeled as ways of oppression 
and [they] work with what it 
means to be a queer person 
of color,” Rubio continued. 
“It has a focus on people of 
color and mental health...
[we] need a space that Icarus 
[can provide] and [we] 
didn’t have it [before].”

Morgan Mahdavi, the 
Arcus Center Program 
Coordinator explained that, 
“The Icarus Project brought 
to campus a holistic, non-

Mason Higby K’17, and 
Ethel Mogilevsky K’18, 
shared brief poems on 
unrequited loves.

Nearing the end of the 
reflection, Kalkidan Amare 
K’18, explained the spiritual 
importance of her name 
gifted to her by her father. 
In Ethiopian, “It means 
covenant...unconditional 
love, unbreakable love,” 
she said. “ ... Whenever 
people call my name they 
are speaking the promise of 
unconditional love over my 

ICARUS from page 1 clinical discussion of mental 
health, self care, and mutual 
support. Through their 
tools called Mad Maps, 
they supported participants 
in delving deep into their 
own experiences as well as 
equipping them to better 
express their needs for 
support and help to others... 
[they] explored ways to build 
mutually supportive, open, 
and honest communities 
that recognize and support 
each other through crises 
and mental stress.”

To learn more about 
The Icarus Project visit 
their website at http://
theicarusproject.net.

The Icarus Project workshop this past Monday, with students, faculty, and staff of K College. [Van Forsman / Index]

Welcome Reception for the Icarus Project at the Park Trades Center, Kalamazoo Studio. [Van Forsman / Index]

LOVE from page 1 life.”
During Hudson’s time 

at the mic, she shared an 
excerpt of “Our Passion for 
Justice,” a piece by Carter 
Heyward:

“Love is a choice – not 
simply, or necessarily a 
rational choice, but rather a 
willingness to be present to 
others without pretense or 
guile. Love is a conversation 
to humanity – a willingness 
to participate with others in 
the healing.”

A first year in attendance, 
Ana Cortes K’19 remarked, 
“Valentine’s Day is a day for 

love, and not just romantic 
love. Hearing the speaker’s 
thoughts helped me see 
that.”

Community Reflections 
occur every Friday from 11 
– 11:30am in Stetson Chapel 
and are open to the public. 
Be sure to check out this 
week’s reflection brought to 
K by, called Black Religiosity 
and Spirituality, to take 
a closer look at how our 
African origins have been 
altered and weaved into 
contemporary life.

Take the Pledge: Reduce Food Waste

This year, Creative Dining, 
Recycling, and Sustainability 
interns and staff are working 
in collaboration for the 
Clean Plate Club project. 
This club urges students to 
reduce waste by pledging 
to keep their portion size 
to the amount they will 
finish. According to Kiyoto 
Tanemura K’17, “The Clean 
Plate Club is the collective 
commitment of our student 
body to take part in reducing 
food waste.”

The club, as Tanemura 
described it, acts as a  
campaign in order to raise 
awareness of food waste that 
pervades the campus and 
elsewhere. Tanemura said, 
“Although the name of the 
campaign is the same from 
previous years, we wanted to 
reevaluate why food waste 
reduction mattered and how 
we can face the challenges at 
hand.”

“To assess the difference 

Clean Plate Club urges 
students to take smaller 

food portions

DEZIRAY MARTINEZ
staff writer

we could make, we 
measured the food waste 
from the week prior to the 
beginning of Recyclemania, 
the intercollegiate recycling 
competition in which data of 
landfill, food, and recyclable 
waste is collected to compare 
with other institutions. 
Through this information, 
we can better direct 
projects that further the 
sustainability of Kalamazoo 
C o l l e g e ,” T a n e m u r a 
commented.

Due to personal 
experience, the Clean Plate 
Club is especially important 
to Tanemura. He shares, “I 
particularly feel connected 
to the Clean Plate Club 
after experiencing hunger 
last year. I grew up always 
having food, and I did not 
give food much thought. 
When I could not access 
food reliably anymore, food 
was all I could think about 
wherever I was. So when 
I sorted recyclables at the 
recycling department and 
found food mixed in with 
the paper, I felt crushed. 
Beyond not respecting the 
rules that keep campus 
sustainable, this food waste 

was a reminder of how 
insignificant my suffering 
was. The opportunity to 
take part in planning the 
Clean Plate Club was my 
opportunity to make my 
suffering into something 
meaningful.”

Sarena Brown K’19 is also 
excited about this Clean 
Plate Campaign. “I am glad 
K is participating in such 
a simple and important 
mission to cut back on food 
waste. Why not use the 
dining hall as a place for 
positive change?” Brown 
said.
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Psychology professor, Dr. 
Jennifer Perry, balances her 
career at Kalamazoo College 
and her full time job as a 
mother to her son, Finn, and 
her two daughters, Eleanor 
and Lilly.      

Finn: Hi there! I’m almost 
4 months old, so I don’t have 
any teeth yet, but people tell 
me all the time that I have a 

Babies At K
Dr. Perry’s sweet 

cherubs squeeze inan 
interview with The 
Index between nap 

times!  

claire mccarthy 
staff writer

killer smile and an infectious 
giggle! Oh, and not to brag, 
but I am the best hand-chewer 
around! I prefer my own hand, 
of course. I can actually fit 
my entire fist into my mouth, 
but that’s mostly because I 
don’t have the coordination 
to separate my fingers very 
well. It’s a work in progress! So 
far my greatest achievement 
in life has been figuring out 
how to grab a blanket and 
put THAT into my mouth! 
Developing motor skills is so 
exciting! My mom is starting 
to worry about me getting a 
hold of my older sisters’ toys 
and sucking on them, which 
can be hazardous at times. 
She understands that I’m 
going through the oral stage 

of development. She’s so smart! 
Being the third child is pretty 
chill, except my siblings can be 
a bit of a handful. Sometimes 
they play rough, but I still have 
two eyeballs, and that’s really 
all I can hope for!       

Eleanor: Hey, I’m Elie, 
and I’m two years old! I 
think dress-up is super fun, 
especially as Rapunzel or 
Minnie Mouse! This week, I’ve 
been really into tying pretty 
scarves around my ponytail 
and pretending that I have 
long, flowing hair. The only 
issue is when I get my mom’s 
scarves a little dirty when she 
wants to wear them. She’s so 
generous and understanding, 
though! I love my parents. 
My mom and dad think that 
my spirit animal is a Sparkly 
T-Rex, because I’m charming 
and cheesy and sweet a lot of 
the time, but I can also fend 

K Student Stars in Horror Movie 

maryclare colombo 
staff writer 

“Pitchfork” stars Brian 
Raetz K’ 16

Ever wonder who the 
friendly familiar face who 
swipes you into the cafeteria 
every night is? That is 26-year-
old Rochelle Braxton from 
Benton Harbor, Mich.  

“I love working here,” 
says Braxton about her first 
year working at Kalamazoo 
College.

She found out about K 
through her close friend, 
Emily, who works right 
down the stairs from her in 
the Richardson Room. “Her 
mother told me about the 
job, so Emily and I applied 
together and ended up getting 
hired.”

She says, “I like to think 
people would describe me 
as honest, respectful, and 
hardworking.”

Managing the desk at the 
entrance of the cafeteria 
and working in the dish 
room, Braxton works from 
10:30am to 2:30pm and 

4:30pm to 8:30pm on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday and 
from 4:30pm to 8:30pm on 
Tuesdays and Fridays. When 
she isn’t at K, she is working 
at JCPenney as a Customer 
Service Representative.   
“You guys aren’t rude like 
the customers [at JCPenney],” 
says Braxton in comparison 
to the students at K.

Braxton has two main 
priorities in life: work and 
her family. Braxton has been 
living in Kalamazoo since 
graduating high school in 
2008, and every weekend 
she treats her sons, Marcell, 
Maurice, and Latayvion, to 
fun activities at spots like 
Airway Lane, Skyzone, and 
Chuck E. Cheese.  

“They are good brothers 
to each other, and they are 
very smart,” raves Braxton 
about her sons, ages six, eight, 
and nine, all being honor roll 
students in elementary school.  

She proudly talks about the 
recent accomplishment of her 
middle son, Maurice, who 
was nominated by his school 
principal to meet with the 
president of the educational 
board of Kalamazoo and will 

be awarded for his academic 
performance and achievement. 

Braxton enjoys getting to 
know the student workers 
during her hours in the dish 
room, known as the “back 
of the house.” She says, “the 
best part about working here 
is the workers and students. I 
also really like my managers, 
James Chantanasombut 
and James Meands, and 
mysupervisor, Ms. Flo.”

Although swiping nearly 
300 students everyday can 
become a little monotonous, 
Braxton doesn’t mind. 
“Everyone here has different 
personalities, and I’ve 
noticed that there are a lot of 
international students.”

Humans of K: 
Rochelle Braxton 
What’s her name? It’s 

Rochelle! 

jennie kwon 
staff writer

Psych Professor Dr. Perry balances her career at K with her three children: 
Eleanor, 2; Lilly, 4; and Finn, 4 m/o.  [Provided by Dr. Perry]

Rochelle Braxton, 26 years old, has 
been living in Kalamazoo since grad-
uating high school in Benton Harbor, 
Michigan. [ Jennie Kwon / Index]

Alumni Column: Andrew Ertle

Q: Can you talk about how 
you’ve spent your time since 
graduating from K?  

A: Life has been pretty good 
since graduation! In July, I 
moved to Ann Arbor, which 
I’ve come to love in a very 
short period of time. I always 
wanted to travel while in 

college, and living in a central 
location has allowed me that 
opportunity. Ann Arbor is a 
wonderful town and I’ve spent 
a great deal of time over the 
last few months just getting 
to know the area and all it 
has to offer. 

Q: What do you do for work 
now?  

A: Since July, I’ve worked 
for an immigration law firm 
in Ann Arbor that focuses on 
assisting immigrants already 
employed in the United States 
attain their green cards. I’m a 
legal writer for the company, 
which essentially means 

katie schmitz  
co-editor-in-chief 

2015 Grad works in 
law firm 

to prepare for LSAT’s

I construct most of the 
documents that act as evidence 
in these immigration cases.  

Q: How did you get into 
that line of work?  

A: I had no real plan lined 
up after graduation, except I 
knew I did not want to return 
to [my home state of] Arizona. 
Following graduation, I spent 
the next week sending out 
resumes to every law firm that 
had an opening in Michigan. 
Thankfully, this buckshot 
approach worked out and I 
ended up getting hired within 
a couple of weeks. 

Q: How applicable has your 
K education been to your post 
grad occupation?  

A: As a history major, I have 
relied heavily on the skill set 
I developed over the last four 
years. Most of what I do at 
work depends on my ability 
to digest and manipulate large 
sums of information under 
specific time constraints, 
which is exactly what I did 
in four years in K College’s 
trimester system. I’ve always 
appreciated my time at K, but 
I’ve truly come to recognize 
its impact since graduation.  

Q: Do you know what’s next 
for you? Do you have any big 
plans?  

A: In the long run, I hope to 
go to law school, but we will 
see what happens! I’m studying 
for the LSAT, which has been 
a joy. But, after taking some 
time off I’m honestly looking 
forward to returning to the 
classroom. In the mean time, 
I’m hoping to take a few more 
extended road trips and am 
currently saving up to travel 
overseas before I actually have 
to dive back into studying 
full time.  

on a script that I see as being 
very high quality.”

The following morning 
Packard called Raetz. Pack-
ard said he liked Raetz’s sub-
mission and cast him for the 
film. The movie was set to 
be filmed nine days after the 
audition. 

“It was a long process of 
me doing what I like do-
ing, which is acting for film, 
and also putting myself out 
there,” Raetz said. “It’s not 
like [Packard] came to me. 
He would have never known 
who I was had I not been so 
diligent to be on the Back-
stage website and be sending 
out my information. I sent 

Brian Raetz K’ 16 stars in“Pitchfork,” a horror movie that filmed in August 
2015. [ Provided by Brian Raetz ]

out 60 different e-mails to 
folks who never did return 
them. It’s just kind of the na-
ture of casting.”

Raetz and seven other 
actors lived for the month 
of August at Packard Farm, 
the set’ s location in Clare, 
Mich. They played Ping-
Pong and watched horror 
movies together to bond. 
The Pitchfork character, the 
villain, lived in a hotel and 
only had contact with the 
other actors when the movie 
was being shot. 

“I had been living in Chi-
cago, and I was like ‘ this 
is a lot of concrete,’” Raetz 
said. “I’m from Traverse 

City, Michigan. It’ s a lot of 
nature and the water’s right 
there. To come and have an 
entire month in the middle 
of nowhere in the woods in 
Clare, Michigan, it felt like 

summer camp.”
Pitchfork is currently in 

post-production. Film fes-
tival success will determine 
the status of its release.

for myself! They know me so 
well, and I totally agree with 
them. I’m pretty bold.       

Lilly: Hey everyone! I’m the 
oldest, and at four years old, I 
think I have a lot going on for 
myself. I’m the more serious 
and sensitive child. I have 
a passion for accessorizing 
and making my own jewelry! 
Sometimes, when my parents 
go out, I help my mom pick out 
the best necklaces to wear. She 
trusts my taste. When it comes 

to making my own things, I 
like to glue little objects onto 
beads and turn them into 
necklaces or bracelets! But 
I’m learning that not all art is 
permanent, especially when 
the stuff I glued on starts to 
fall off! My teachers say that 
I’m exceptionally good at using 
scissors, too! I guess that’s a 
nifty skill I picked up from my 
dad, because my grandma told 
me that when mom was my 
age, she needed extra help in 

Dr. Shanna Salinas’s office 
is usually stuffed with books. 
Floor to ceiling bookshelves 
dwarf the tiny space in 
Humphrey House. Now, as 
the bookshelves are being 
replaced, books are crammed 
into boxes and overflowing 
onto her desk.   

Salinas says her love of 
books is what pushed her 
to study English—although 
she says that wasn’t always 
the case.  

“ I always loved literature,”    
she says. “I’d look at the course 
catalog and want to take every 
literature course offered. 
Initially I tried to talk myself 
into different majors, the so-
called more ‘practi-cal’ ones; 
however, I soon found that, 
while I liked other disciplines 
and did well in my courses, 

nothing excited me or clicked 
in my brain the way my lit 
courses did.”  

 Salinas says her favorite 
book, “The House on Mango 
Street” by Sandra Cisnernos, 
changed her life.  

“While there have been 
innumerable books that have 
had a great impact on me, both 
professionally and personally, 
none as much as this one,”   
she says. “I first read it as an 
undergrad and it spoke to me 
in a way that no book had 
previously or ever has again. 
Everything about that book 
struck me as magical. It still 
does, actually.”  

 She loved it so much that 
she wrote about it three 
times: in her honors thesis, 
in her dissertation, and in an 
essay entitled “Raced Bodies, 
Corporeal Texts: Narratives 
of Home and Self in Sandra 
Cisneros’ ‘The House on 
Mango Street’”  featured in 
an essay collection about 20th 

Office Hours English 
professor Shanna Salinas  

century women writers.  
Salinas completed her 

undergraduate degree in 
English at UCLA and her M.A. 
and Ph. D. from University of 
California, Santa Barbara. In 
2012, she accepted a position 
at Kalamazoo College, and 
continues to teach American 
Literature,  Chicano/a 
Literature, and U.S. Ethnic 
Literature.  

that department. You could say 
I’m crafty. I’m also interested 
in science! I got the coolest 
presents for Christmas this 
year: a microscope and a real 
fish-fossil! I love playing with 
my microscope, and I also love 
making potions! My mom 
supervises, of course. She lets 
me use vinegar, baking soda, 
and food coloring asmy main 
ingredients. You can probably 
tell that my parents are nerdy 
scientists. That’s where I get it 
from! Just like my sister, Lilly, 
I’ve started to like Dinosaurs a 
lot! It’s probably because our 
favorite show is “Dinosaur 
Train” on PBS. If I were a 
dinosaur, I would probably be 
a Fancy Brontosaurus. Thanks 
for getting to know me and 
my siblings a little better! We 
don’t really understand what 
K College is yet, but we can 
tell that our mom loves her job 
and her students! Good luck 
with your exams, whatever 
those things are! 

hadley harrison 
features editor

English professor Shanna Salinas. 
[Provided by kzoo.edu]

es, films, and a web series 
he co-created with Rachel 
Dranoff K’16. During the 
summer of 2015, Raetz 
kept track of a casting site 
for film and theater called 
Backstage. After he saw an 
opportunity for “Pitchfork,” 
he sent the film’s Facebook 
page a message. 

“I got an e-mail back from 
him saying, ‘ we liked your 
demo reel,’” Raetz said. “‘I’ 
d like to call you and give 
you a character breakdown.’  
I was like, okay, I’ve never 
had a response like this be-
fore. That alone was worth 
the experience, to be able to 
prepare a character and act 

In the upcoming mov-
ie “Pitchfork,” Brian Raetz 
K’16 plays Hunter Killian: 
a dancer from Michigan 
who moves to NYC to pur-
sue his career. Directed by 
Glenn Douglas Packard, 
“Pitchfork” follows Raetz’s 
character as he comes out as 
gay to his parents and brings 
his friends home to see his 
hometown.  

Raetz performs in K’s 
Monkapult improv comedy 
troupe, has acted in sketch-

[Provided by Andrew Ertle]
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Leave (Get Out) 

sarena brown
staff writer

I have been volunteering at 
an animal shelter for the past 
year in Kalamazoo, and I have 
seen some beautiful adoptions, 
but also too many tear-jerking 
relinquishments.              

Too many people come to 
us asking to take their four-
year-old cat, which they got 
as a kitten, since their new 
apartment doesn’t allow pets; 
Or the puppy that’s getting 
returned because he destroyed 
his owner’s new couch.             

Moral of the story: these 
people didn’t think about the 
lifetime commitment that 
comes with keeping a dog 
or cat.             

The American Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals reported that 21 
percent of cats and 29 percent 
of dogs that are relinquished 

to animal shelters are done 
so because their new place of 
residence doesn’t allow pets.            

Not only that, but pets are 
expensive. According to a 
Money Under 30 article, the 
first-year cost of owning a 
dog is $1,270 and of a cat is 
$1,070. That’s a lot of cash 
on top of rent, utilities, books, 
and tuition.             

Your cute furry friend also 
requires time and patience, 
including walking, playing 
with, and training dogs, and 
socializing and cleaning 
your cat’s litter box. While 
seemingly small tasks, they can 
easily get forgotten and make 
your home uncomfortable for 
them.             

Finally, people seem to 
forget that you have the rest 
of your life to get a pet. Wait 
for a few years, when you 
have a stable job and income, 
and you can make the time to 
commit to your furry friend.             

Keeping this all in mind, I 
do think that getting a hamster, 
rabbit, fish, or lizard can be a 
great pet for a busy college 
student. They are small, require 
little-to-no veterinary care, and 
are not disallowed from most 
apartments.              

Another option is, if you 
have the time, to foster animals. 
This involves taking animals 
into your home, feeding them 
(some shelters subsidize this), 
socializing them, and getting 
them adopted. This is still a lot 
of time and energy, and should 
not be taken on unless you can 
commit to that. 

It’s a great way to give 
back to your community, and 
have that furry friend you 
desperately want.             

Remember, college is for 
exploring and having fun, and 
there’s nothing wrong with 
that, but there is something 
wrong with forgetting that 
pets need stability. 

Hold Your Horses  

riley pizza
opinions editor

My ex-best friend is a toxic 
person. She would literally 
call me trash. I would accept 
it because I didn’t know any 
better. Thinking back, she 
was a major reason why high 
school made me sick.     

I was miserable in her 
presence. I blamed those 
feelings on high school, but 
no doubt this was because my 
life source was being sucked 
out with every minute I spent 
with my so-called best friend.  

I soon learned that toxic 
people make me toxic, and 
so with clear eyes I found 
some other people to surround 
myself.  

Encouragement to kick toxic people to the curb  

Toxic people and situations 
are unavoidable, that’s true. 
However, that does not mean 
you need to stay in these spaces 
if you are uncomfortable.  

In hindsight these things 
seem like common sense, 
but I speak from experience 
in that it is harder than you 
might expect.  

You might feel guilty. At 
least I did. Please know that 
it is okay. You are a human 
being with emotions that call 
out to be felt. You need to feel 
them so that you can move on 
and live your life.   

Keep in mind that you are 
a college student. You are 
learning to balance academics 
and social lives with finances 
and family. You are a rock star. 
Many of you have stress up 
to your eyeballs. You do not 
need any more.  

Why you should wait until post-grad to get a furry companion

Sometimes you realize how 
bad someone is for you after 
knowing them for two months, 
and other times, two minutes. 
In my case, it took me four 
long years.  

I let the guilt and anxiety I 
was feeling delay the process, 
and so I was enveloped for 
quite a time in stress that I 
did not want because of a 
flakey friend. 

Moving forward, I am going 
to make sure the people in 
my life are good for me. You 
should make that a goal, too. 
Try spending more time with 
people who make you happy, 
who challenge you, and who 
appreciate you as you are.   

When in doubt, remember 
that the people you bring into 
your life should be honored. 
Because you are great.

Cartoon by Rachel Dranoff K’ 16

Student Government – Applications Now Open

Applications are being accepted for seats on several College commit-
tees.  All students are encouraged to consider this great opportunity to 

get involved on campus.

Information Sessions for Interested Students 

(Encouraged but not required) 
• Wednesday, February 17 @ 4:15 pm, Hicks 111 B 
• Wednesday, February 17 @ 9:00 pm, Hicks 111 B 
• Thursday, February 18 @ 11:30 am, Hicks 111 B

Applications are due 2/21/16 @ 11:59 pm and 
are available in Student Development or www.kzoo.edu/stucomm.  

Contact Brian Dietz with questions.
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Senior writes and 
directs play

mitch herr
staff writer

[Photos provided by Emily Salswedel K’16]

From Thursday, Feb. 11 
to Sunday, Feb. 15, “Family 
Crimes”, a play written 
and directed by Belinda 
McCauley K’16, was shown 
in the Dungeon Theater. For 
McCauley, this took up a 
large amount of time. She 
first wrote a draft for this play 
the summer before she came 
to Kalamazoo College. After 
that, she put it away until a 
year ago.                

At the time of the 
performance, the script was 
in about its seventh and final 
draft, except for some minor 
edits throughout the process 
where McCauley added a line, 
removed another, or made 
some other small change. 
She continued these small 
changes all throughout the 
process, like cutting lines if, as 
McCauley said, “the lines just 
didn’t fit, it felt too contrived, 
or something else felt wrong.” 

The ending had a couple 
of small changes made to 
it shortly before the first 
performance. Firstly, the 
grandfather, Jorge, used to 
have no lines, but a week 
before performing, McCauley 
added his single-word line, 
“Yes,” breaking his long 
silence through the play. She 

also added Estela’s final line 
of “Abuelita?” a couple days 
before performance just to 
see how it worked out, and it 
added a new feeling to the play.               

The main plot of the story is 
interesting, as the play comes 
together as multiple characters’ 
stories and plots intertwine, 
with none necessarily being 

the main story. This comes 
together to make the story 
about the family and keeping 
secrets.                

This really helps with what 
McCauley said is one of her 
biggest intentions, which is “to 
tell this story of oppressions 
and what they do to us—how 
we as people can feel forced 

into things because of our 
oppressions... but also how 
we inadvertently oppress each 
other.” 

When asked whether there 
was a character McCauley 
felt was more central to the 
story, or a personal favorite, 
she mentioned that “Aureilia’s 
plot line is very near and dear 

to my heart. It sets everything 
into motion.”         

After all this work and effort 
in both writing and directing 
“Family Crimes,” McCauley 
said seeing this play come 
to life “was amazing and 
incredible.” She added, ”Every 
designer advisor, actor, and 
crew member has contributed 

to this production, making 
it much richer than I could 
have made it alone.” However, 
when asked about her future 
plans for the play and whether 
she would try to produce it 
elsewhere, she responded, 
“Maybe. I’m going to put it 
away for a little bit first. I’m 
a little sick of it.”

Behind the Scenes of Belinda McCauley’s “Family Crimes”

What Does It Mean To Be A Revolutionary?
Arcus center shows 

Black Panther 
documentary

claire mccarthy
staff writer

Playhouse Presents “Bad Jews”
A show that deals 
with identity in 

contemporary times

tim decoursey
staff writer

Approximately 50 years after 
the movement’ s inception, 
filmmaker Stanley Nelson 
released “The Black Panthers: 
Vanguard of the Revolution,” 
the first feature-length 
documentary to explore the 
Black Panther Party (BPP) 
and its impact on civil rights. 
The third and final film in the 
Independent Lens Pop-Up 
series premiered at the Arcus 
Center for Social Justice 
Leadership on the evening 
of February 11. It aired later 
on PBS channels on February 
16 at 9 pm.       

T h e  d o c u m e n t a r y 
highlighted the role of The 
Black Panthers as major 
catalysts for a cultural, political 
awakening for black people in 
the late ‘60s and early ‘70s and 
the significant influence they 
had in shaping a new, more 
radical, American culture.      

Nelson incorporated footage 
that captured the raw pride 
and excitement of young BPP 
members and supporters who 
genuinely believed they were 
at the cusp of a revolution, 

but nothing was more awe 
inspiring and captivating 
than the movement’ s leaders. 
Archival footage of the late 
(and great) Huey P. Newton, 
Eldridge Cleaver, and Fred 
Hampton was featured 
in addition to personal 
interviews with prominent 
surviving members of the 
original BPP, such as Kathleen 
Cleaver, Jamal Joseph, and 
Ericka Huggins. A diverse 
range of perspectives from 
that time was also covered, 
involving an eclectic group 
of policemen, FBI informants, 
journalists, white supporters, 
and detractors.      

 The interviews with former 
Black Panther members 
provided the most insight 
about their original goal, 
which was a non-violent 
approach to bringing attention 
to the injustice, oppression, 
and brutality that were (and 
still are, very much so) linked 
to capitalism and systemic 
racism.       

After the movie, those in 
attendance gathered into small 
groups with specific questions 
to facilitate conversation. Mia 
Henry, the Executive Director 
of the Arcus Center, said, “The 
purpose [of these events] 
is to have the community 
engaging and having in 
depth conversations on how 

to advance social justice.”     
I participated in a cohort 

that included four women 
who grew up in the pivotal 
era during which the BPP 
was seeking to drastically 
transform the system. Recent 
K graduate, Morgan Kiah K’14, 
acknowledged that it was one 
thing to listen to interviews 
on-screen, but to be able 
to discuss, in person, with 
women whose adolescences 
were defined by the presence 
and power of the BPP, was an 
incredible opportunity.       

Together, we exchanged 
our reactions to the film 
and critiques of how a 
dynamic political and social 
transformation could be so 
violently sabotaged by our 
own government via the FBI.       

We noted that the 
movement’s causes, with 
slogans like “power to the 
people” and “creating a 
better world,” have become 
relevant once again in an era of 
intersectional activism, where, 
in the past two years, we have 
seen the rise of the “Black Lives 
Matter” movement and tense 
relations between African 
American communities and 
the police.       

The question was posed 
to the group, “What gains 
have been made [between 
now and then]?”Among the 

flurry of answers, we agreed 
that activism by women 
and members of the LGBTI 
community is remarkably 
more visible and central to the 
Black Lives Matter movement 
than to the BPP, which is most 

definitely a gain.              
As the event ebbed to its 

conclusion, Sarah Whitney 
K’15 articulately reminded the 
group that the more we study 
our history, the less likely we 
are to repeat past mistakes, 

and this documentary film 
could be an especially useful 
tool to examine the BPP as a 
great model to build from as 
we collectively organize for 
social justice on our campus 
and in our wider community.

First published in 2012, 
“Bad Jews” is a play written 
by Joshua Harmon.  

“Bad Jews” is about the three 
grandchildren of a recently 
deceased family patriarch: 
Liam Haber (Kyle Lampar 
K’17), his younger brother 
Jonah Haber (Aidan Johnson 
K’17), and their cousin 
Daphna Feygenbaum (Lauren 
Landman K’18). 

The four characters are 
trapped in a New York City 
apartment the whole night, 
during which they decide to 

fight over a family heirloom 
of their recently deceased 
grandpa, called a “chai”. 
Meaning “life”    in Hebrew, the 
chai is typically a necklace that 
is worn that represents life.          

Liam, choosing to absolve 
himself of his Jewish family, 
is Jewish in name only, 
and identifies as an atheist. 
Daphna, on the other hand, 
fully embraces her Jewish 
heritage. Liam calls her the 
“uber-jew.” Liam’s younger 
brother, Jonah, along with 
Melody (Kate Kreiss K’19), 
Liam’s non-Jewish girlfriend, 
are torn between the two 
sides. The play uses these 
four characters to explore 
the identity of religion today.          

This production of “Bad 
Jews” is directed by Ed Menta 
in collaboration with Dr. 

Jeffrey Haus, director of the 
Kalamazoo College Jewish 
Studies Program. “Bad Jews”   
is a play that intends to deal 
with questions like “How 
Jewish are you?” and “How 
are you Jewish?” In this, the 
play follows the season theme, 
“Theatre and Belonging: 
Stories of Ethnicity and Racial 
Identity.”

Even though the play deals 
with questions of Judaism, 
Landman, who plays Daphna 
and is Jewish herself, said, “I 
think a lot of people at K will 
relate to what’s happening 
even if they’re not Jewish just 
because...they’re just people. 
They’re just people who are 
our age.”

Kreiss added, “‘Bad Jews’    is 
the story of figuring out who 
you are and where you belong, 

and that’s a story everyone can 
relate to.”           

With a cast of four, Menta 
said, “working on a comedy 
with such a tight cast is a 
delight because I haven’t done 
it in so long.”  He continued 
to laud the cast: “It has really 
been a pleasure working with 
this cast... because it’s such a 

small cast...they have brought 
an incredible professional 
ethic to the rehearsal process.”    
He added, “No one is ever 
a minute late. Everybody’s 
always ready to work no matter 
if they had a bad day or—let’s 
face it—things can pile up on 
you at K. And everyone is able 
to put all that aside and just 

concentrate on the play and 
doing the best they can for 
those three hour rehearsals.”           

The show premieres on 
Thursday, Feb. 25 in the 
Dungeon Theatre at 7:30pm. 

The show will play again at 
8 pm on Friday and Saturday 
and at 2 pm on Sunday.

The event holders introduce a slide from their presentation: ‘What comes to mind when you think of Black 
Panthers?’  [Claire McCarthy / Index]

Participants in a discussion after the movie showing.  [Claire McCarthy  / Index]

Rehearsal for the Festival Playhouse production of “Bad Jews”. [Photo provided by Emily Salswedel K’16]   
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Baseball Preview

The Kalamazoo College 
baseball team finished tied 
for 3rd in the MIAA last 
season, making the conference 
tournament for the second 
season in a row. It was the 
team’s 2nd appearance in three 
seasons under Head Coach 
Mike Ott. 

The Hornets have seen 
improvement in their season 
results each season under coach 
Ott, and this season looks to 
follow suit as the Hornets 
return starters at five of the 
eight positions in the field, 

koji vroom
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as well as their three pitchers 
who worked the most innings 
last season. 

The returners on the pitching 
staff are led by Ryan Orr K’18, 
who finished second in the 
MIAA in ERA last season at 
2.20, innings pitched with 
49 and wins with 5. He also 
tied for the league lead in 
complete games with 5. Over 
the summer Orr was selected 
to the prestigious Northwoods 
League All-Star game while 
pitching for the Kenosha 
Kingfish. Orr finished the 
summer with a miniscule 
ERA of 1.39 over 45 innings 
as a reliever for the Kingfish.  
Aaron Schwark K’17 and 
Nic Janssen K’17 round out 
the starting rotation for the 
Hornets, and will look to be 
one of the strongest starting 

rotations in the MIAA this 
season. Janssen was 8th in the 
conference in ERA last season 
at 3.38. 

The offensive returners are 
led by outfielder Ian Kobernick 
K’17, who improved on an 
impressive first season (batted 
.377), by raising his average 
to .384. This placed him 
6th in the MIAA in batting 
average and his 36 hits were 
4th in the conference during 
his sophomore campaign. 
His sophomore season also 
included a team high 14 
doubles, and Kobernick will 
also carry a 21 game hitting 
streak into the 2016 season. 

Kobernick is joined by third-
baseman Jack Clark K’17 who 
is coming off a First-Team All-
MIAA season. To achieve that 
honor Clark hit .370 (9th in 

the MIAA). Junior Mitchel 
VanKoevering also joins Clark 
on the left side of the infield, 
boasting a .307 batting average 
over his first two seasons as the 
Hornets starting shortstop.

The Hornets were 2nd 
in the MIAA in both team 
batting (.308 batting average) 
and team pitching last year 
(3.90 ERA). This season they 
will look to improve on those 
numbers, as well as compete 
for the conference title with 
frontrunners Adrian. 

The team travels to Earlham 
to begin their 2016 campaign 
on March 5th, and will travel to 
Florida for their annual spring 
trip to play six games over the 
spring break, before returning 
home to host Albion on March 
26th for the first home MIAA 
game of the season.

Hornets Sting the Knights

Senior Mike Oravetz drives to the hoop aggressively, as he led K with his 
great effort in their Senior Day victory over Calvin. [Beatriz Feijoo / Index]

The baseball team looks to 
improve again for a fourth 

straight season under 
Coach Mike Ott

koji vroom
staff writer

Men’s Basketball stun 
Calvin in arguably their 
best team effort of the 
season, claiming their 

second straight conference 
win

The Kalamazoo College 
Men’s basketball team has 
gone through more than their 
fair share of struggles this 
season, winning just one of 
their first twenty-one games. 
This week though, the Hornets 
looked like an entirely new 
team, posting double digit 
victories both, mid-week at 
Olivet, and on Saturday at 
home against rival Calvin. The 
victory over Calvin came on a 
very memorable Senior Day. 

On February 10, 2016 
the Hornets defeated Olivet 

75-63 behind 19 points and 
10 rebounds from center Josh 
Miller K’17. It was Miller’s 
first double-double of the 
season, and the second of his 
career. Fellow Tommy Cerven 
K’17 and Chase Baysdell  
K’17 added 17 and 16 points 
respectively. The victory over 
the Comets marked K’s first 
MIAA victory this season, 
ending their double digit game 
losing streak in MIAA play. 

The Hornets two seniors, 
Mike Oravetz and Cam 
Schwartz completed their 
senior day festivities with 
their first career victory over 
Calvin College on Saturday. 
It was the first Hornets victory 
over the Knights since the 
2010-11 season. Oravetz 
tallied 11 points, including a 
3-pointer to open the scoring 
for the Hornets, and Schwartz 
collected 8 rebounds from 

his point guard position, 
tied for the game-high with 
fellow Hornet Josh Whitney 
K’17. Whitney also added 12 
points to go along with his 
8 rebounds. Chase Baysdell 
K’17 led the Hornets in scoring 
with 16 points. Tommy Cerven 
added 14 points, including 
shooting 8-10 from the free 
throw line. 

Not only did the Hornets see 
four players score in double 
figures, but the team play was 
apparent on the defensive end 
as well. The Hornets defense 
held the Knights to just 28.6% 
shooting from the floor, and 
a dismal 2-24 shooting from 
3 point range. 

Needless to say, the Hornets, 
and especially the seniors were 
ecstatic about the win against 
Calvin, as Oravetz went to 
social media following the 
game, tweeting “Gotta visit 

the dentist, but I’ll take it if 
it means a win over Calvin!”

The Hornets (3-20, 2-10) 
host Hope (21-2, 11-1) tonight, 
looking to build on their two 
game win streak at 8 pm. This 
will be their last home game 
of the season, and it will be 
the second game of a men’s 
and women’s double header 
tonight. 

The Hornets Women’s team 
was also in MIAA action this 
past week, falling at Alma 
67-55 during the mid-week 
play, but defeated St. Mary’s 
on the road on Saturday to 
sweep the season series. 

Emily Kozal K’18 tallied 
22 points in the loss at Alma, 
upping her average scoring for 
the season to 14 ppg. 

Kozal cracked the 20 point 
mark again over the weekend, 
scoring 25 points, including 
a perfect 11-11 from the free 

throw line. Kelsey Adamski 
K’16 also broke the 20 point 
mark herself, adding 22 points, 
and 10-11 from the free throw 
stripe. 

The Hornets will finish their 
season at home on Wednesday 
against Hope at 6 pm.

The baseball team is counting down the days until opening day on their 
Facebook page, yesterday’s player was #18 Joe Giacalone K’18. [Photo 
provided by Kalamazoo College Baseball Team]

Want the Latest K 
Sports Updates?

Then check out 
our website at 
thekzooindex.com
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Morowa Yejidé now lives in Washington D.C. with her family. [Beatriz Feijoo / Index]

K Alum Morowa Yejidé 
Returns to Debut Her Novel

“Time of the Locust”

Kalamazoo College 
graduate Morowa Yejidé 
read from her debut novel, 
“Time of the Locust”, on 
Tuesday, February 16 in the 
Arcus Center.

“Time of the Locust” is 
the story of a silent autistic 
boy named Sephiri, his 
mother Brenda, and his 
father Horus. It tells of the 
struggles of Brenda while 
she raises Sephiri as a single 
mother because Horus 
is currently incarcerated. 
Yejidé disclosed that her 
book is “not for the faint of 
heart.”

Yejidé read parts of the 
book from all three of their 

STUGOV on page 2

Yejidé studied International and Area 
Studies during her time at K. [Beatriz 
Feijoo / Index]
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points of view. First she 
read from Brenda’s, then 
Sephiri’s, and then Horus’s.

“Time of the Locust” was a 
2012 finalist for the national 
PEN/Bellwether Prize. In 
2015, it was longlisted for 
the PEN/Bingham Prize. It 
was also a 2015 nominee for 
the NCAAP Image Award 
for Outstanding Literary 
Work.

Dr. Andy Mozina of the 
K English Department said, 
“It was amazing to me how 
the book kept its poise while 
describing very difficult or 
horrible life situations and 
also managed to end on a 
note of earned hope. The 
scenes in the Black Plains 
prison were particularly 
devastating and well-done.”

Many of the students 
in the audience had read 

the book at one time or 
another for classes here at 
K. Many students read the 
book through their first year 
seminar, Crossing Borders: 
Autism, and this quarter 
through African American 
Literature.

Haley Wentz K’18 said, “I 
thoroughly enjoyed reading 
the book, the usage of 
magical realism...and I also 
liked the idea Yejidé used 
by placing each of her main 
characters in a different sort 
of prison which, in turn, 
made it difficult for them to 
communicate. You always 
read the book a certain 
way and craft the way the 
characters sound to you, but 
hearing Morowa read it I 
immediately had a different 
sense, a better sense of how 
the book was written.”

MaryClare Columbo 
K’19, who has read the 
book twice for both of the 
classes, said, “I did not like 
the book too much the first 
time I read it solely because 
[I did not] understand the 
use of magical realism, but 
meeting the author and 
coming to understand her 
use to magical realism was 
really powerful and made 
me enjoy the book.”

Student Government Undergoes Restructuring

Committees seek student 
insight

In a series of sessions on 
Wednesday February 17 
and Thursday February 18, 
Assistant Dean of Students 
Brian Dietz and Chris 
Cribbs K’ 18 informed 
Kalamazoo College students 
of immediate opportunities 
to participate in the 
restructuring of Student 
Government.

AYLA HULL
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The primary purpose 
for Student Government 
representatives, explained 
Dietz and Cribbs, will be 
to establish a new system 
in which students can 
have a voice in important 
decisions about the college. 
This system will essentially 
replace the old Student 
Commission, which has 
been mainly inactive since 
its indefinite suspension in 
2015.

In this remodeled system, 
student representatives 
will serve on a range 

Assistant Dean of Students Brian Dietz discusses future of student government with students. [Van Forsman / Index]

of committees. These 
committees fall into the 
two categories of Faculty 
& College Committees 
and Board of Trustee 
Committees where students 
can offer committee 
members insight into the 
thoughts of the student 
body regarding the topic 
of discussion. Student 
representatives should not 
worry about being experts 
on the committee’ s topic. 
Dietz assured prospective 
applicants, “You’ll be well 
prepared to fulfill your role...

On the Board of Trustees 
Committees, your expertise 
is to be a student.”

Cribbs, an avid participant 
in the program and its 
remodeling, discussed 
differences between the new 
and old system. He explained 
that the previous system was 
quite broad, which made it 
difficult to implement real 
change. “When people are 
met with a whole range of 
options, there’ s a tendency 
to do nothing,” said Cribbs.

WJMD Shuts Down
The K radio station 

suffers from unexpected 
crisis

The Kalamazoo College 
radio station, WJMD, has 
lost its ability to broadcast 
anywhere outside of the 
studio itself. It used to be 
broadcast online through a 
service known as Live365, 
but this service crashed 
due to a financial crisis. The 
Copyright Royalty Board 
released new webcast rates 
in December, and these 
new rates in combination 
with the expiration of 
a special provision that 
allowed low-revenue online 
radio stations to pay lower 
royalties than high-revenue 
online radio stations. These 
changes made it difficult for 
Live365 to sustain a profit, 
so they stopped providing 
their service after giving all 
those using the service a 
notice in January.

This service was used 
by WJMD since it covered 
all the music licensing fees 
required and allowed them 
to host their stream off site. 
By using this maintenance, 
billing, and bandwidth 

MITCH HERR
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congestion were all helped. 
“There is no other service 
that offers the same 
functionality,” Jaakan Page-
Wood, the staff adviser for 
WJMD, explained.

Switching over to online 
also provided several 
advantages that have been 
used by some students that 
broadcast through WJMD 
while it has been online. 
The main one of these being 
that anyone, anywhere could 
tune into WJMD.

With the collapse of 
Life365, the managers 
of WJMD are currently 
determining what they can 
and should do to keep it 
running. “[The current] 
options for the future 
of WJMD...include only 
broadcasting into Hicks 
Center, upgrade to hosting 
their own streaming server, 
or attempt to get their FM 
license back,” Alyssa McNeil, 
the technical advisor for 
WJMD, said.

Any of these options 
besides broadcasting only 
into Hicks Center would 
cost money, and one person 
on the radio voiced concerns 
about being able to fund 
one of these other options 
anytime soon.

K to Where?
K sends students to 
career immersion 

programs in U.S. cities

After Brad O’Neil, K’93, 
graduated from K College 
he became a successful 
Silicon Valley entrepreneur. 
His 2014 K Convocation 
address brought more 
than professional advice 
to current graduates: it 
inspired him to create and 
fund a career immersion 
program for K students.

“Our objective was to open 
up students minds to the 
world of high-tech startups, 
teach networking skills, 
and open up doors,” said 
Professor Amy MacMillan, 
who was involved in the 
program’s creation.

An informational session 
about the K to the Bay 
program and the pilot K 
to the Big Apple program 
was held last Tuesday. This 
marked the second year of 
the K to the Bay program, 
which sent four K seniors 
to Silicon Valley. The three-
day trip included eleven 
interviews with business 
leaders in high technology 
as well as an alumni-
networking dinner.

MacMillan, along with 
O’Neil and the CCPD, 
created the structure of the 
K to the Bay program as a 
senior capstone experience. 
While the program was 
initially open only to 
economics and business 
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majors, this year all seniors 
could apply.

Next month seven 
sophomores and juniors, 
interested in finance, 
economics, or business, 
will travel to New York City 
for four nights as the first 
participants in the K to the 
Big Apple program. “This 
program will feature longer, 
almost exclusively K alumni 
interviews and in-depth 
tours of their respective 
companies,” said Joan 
Hawxhurst, CCPD Director.

The seniors who returned 
from K to the Bay praised 
the program as both 
an embodiment and an 
extension of the current K 
Plan.

“K to the Bay adds depth to 
the liberal arts experience,” 
said Brandon Siedlaczek 
K’16, who participated in 
the program this year. “Both 
entrepreneurs and liberal 
arts students come from 
similar foundations. To be 
a successful entrepreneur 
requires not only a deep 
understanding of one’s 
product, but also an 
expansive knowledge of the 
markets it serves.”

The program also 
exemplifies experiential 
learning by allowing 
students to have in-depth 
discussions with business 
leaders about problem-
shooting and brainstorming 
viable solutions in the 
industry.

“The experience exposes 

WHERE? on page 2
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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The limelights performed at Monte Carlo on Saturday, February 20. [Rey Sosa / Index]
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Cribbs explained that the 
new Student Government is 
based on members holding 
specific committee spots, 
which allow for a more 
defined role, commenting, 
“That definition is what the 

STUGOV from page 1 old structure really lacked.”
Accepted applicants will 

attend an orientation on 
Thursday, February 25. 
There, they will receive 
further information on 
topics including procedures, 
expectations, and schedules. 
This orientation will be 

followed by regular meetings 
in which representatives 
can communicate across 
committees and discuss 
Student Government’s 
success as a whole.

Representatives will serve 
in their roles solely during 
the current and upcoming 

quarters. The hastiness of 
application process is due to 
the immediate restructuring 
that Student Government 
requires. As Cribbs said, 
“the longer that we wait, 
the more of a voice we lose.” 
Spring applicants for the 
2016-2017 school year will 

be elected by the student 
body.

Prospective applicant 
Sarah Hannah K‘19 
commented, “I feel like 
we’re going to set the stage 
for what comes next.”

K students to how failure 
is an important part of 
marketing a product,” said 
Victoria Najacht K’16, a past 
participant.

“This program presents 
K students with an 
intercultural experience 
through the exploration of 
different high-tech start-
up companies,” said past 
participant Siga Kisielius, 
K’16.

“We have a vision and 
we’ve started to make 
a road map for future 
programs,” said Director 
Joan Hawxhurst.

Hawxhurst and the CCPD 
have been working to collect 
student data on other career 
interests for K students. 
Anyone interested can email 
Hawxhurst with proposals 
for other programs so that 
the department can be ready 
when the next expansion 
opportunity occurs.

WHERE? from page 1

Past K to the Bay participants present about the program at the 
informational session. [Meredith Ashton / Index]

Amy MacMillan and past participants talk about the K to the 
Bay program. [Meredith Ashton / Index]

Meet the Intercultural Director
K fills Intercultural 
Director position

On February 1, Western 
Michigan student Natalia 
Carvalho-Pinto started in 
the new position of Director 
of Intercultural Student Life. 
Carvalho-Pinto is finishing 
up her Masters Degree in 
Social-Cultural studies with 
an education focus.

Born and raised in 
Brazil, Carvalho-Pinto 
became interested in social 
movements and systems of 
oppression in the U.S. while 
in college. “Growing up in 
Brazil you have this image 
of the U.S. that was the 
image you see on movies, 
that it’s all these white fancy 
houses and when I came 
here and I started working 
and I started being in some 
of these neighborhoods and 
going to different schools,” 
Carvalho-Pinto said.

She discovered that, while 
working for recruiting for 
Ferris State University, 

MARYCLARE COLOMBO
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the school she attended 
for her undergraduate 
degree, some students were 
sitting on floors at some 
schools in Michigan, while 
students at other schools 
were not. “I started being 
really fascinated with these 
social-economic dynamics 
and these racial dynamics,” 
Carvalho-Pinto said.

“I was like okay, why is 
it that all the Latino and 
black schools are the ones 
that have no chairs and 
all the white schools are 
the ones that are huge and 
fancy,” Carvalho-Pinto said. 
“I became really interested 
in that, too, and I started 
reading and studying, so 
it was a natural move to 
go into a Masters degree 
that focused on how these 
dynamics impact education 
and education systems in 
the country.”

Carvalho-Pinto’s job role 
is still being developed, as it is 
a new position. “This person 
is serving the students 
who feel marginalized 
on campus and trying to 
bridge their needs with the 

resources that are here and 
available to them and create 
opportunities for students 
to become more included 
on campus,” Carvalho-Pinto 
said. Part of her role will be 
determining the purpose of 
the new Intercultural Center 
and offering support to 
students who need it.

Carvalho-Pinto said 
she enjoys working with 
students and has always been 
student-centered. “I’m really 
looking forward to getting 
to know more students 
at K and working with 
students and seeing where 
it’s needed,” Carvalho-Pinto 
said.

Carvalho-Pinto has 
already held a meet and greet 
to have conversations with 
students and meet students 
that are interested in being 
involved with intercultural 
work. She is holding another 
on Wednesday, February 
24 from 5-8 p.m. It is an 
open house and students 
can come and go as their 
schedule allows.

#ProjectKGlam Prepares for Monte Carlo
Students make tips about 

makeup accessible

  On Thursday, Feb. 18, 
a group of students sat on 
a panel to aide Kalamazoo 
College students in their 
preparations for Monte 
Carlo and their daily lives. 
The panelists included 
Oluchi Ebere K’18, Honey 
Sumon K’16, Madalyn 
Grau K’16, Marlytt Garrido 
K’16, and Emily Salswedel 
K’16 who all contributed to 
giving students advice on 
makeup and style. This event 
also featured the chance 
for people to learn how to 
tie a tie for which Ebere 
contacted Christopher 
Francis K’17.

Ebere was the key player 
in organizing this event, “I 
was sitting and going to post 
on Facebook about learning 
how to do makeup [when I 
realized] that it would limit 
the impact for it if it was 
just me so I got in contact 

DELANEY FORDELL
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with other awesome [and] 
beautiful women to come 
together to make it an event.”

“[I wanted] to make sure 
that I filled every race and 
ethnicity [for this event],” 
Ebere continued. “I asked 
[Sumon and Salswedel] for 
their opinion and continued 
to get in contact with all the 
panelists through [the span 
of the two-day mid-winter 
break].”              

Salswedel described the 
makeup brand used for this 
event. “[e.l.f. has] affordable 
makeup products, [which 
we bought] in bulk so that 
we could cater to all different 
ethnicities.”

“I do [makeup] for 
myself,” Garrido explained 
as makeup has been a outlet 
for stress management for 
her “especially this year, [as 
I’m a senior], and everyday 
is really stressful.”

“[Makeup] is my way 
of doing art,” Ebere said. 
“I know a little bit about 
makeup, [so] this is my 
way of giving back to the 
K community and to those 
who might not have access 

to makeup.”
After the panel, volunteers 

for the audience were given 
the chance to get their 
makeup done.

One audience member, 
Karina Duarte K’18 
commented that this event 
“made me reexamine the 
reasons people wear makeup 
and why I started.”

A piece of advice from the 
experienced panelists was 
“whatever [makeup] you 
have, try to make it work 
for you. [It’s not about] the 
brands, but the quality of 
them,” Ebere said.

Student make-up enthusiasts team up for Project K Glam in preparation for Monte Carlo 2016. [Photo by Elizabeth Fiator K’18]

Final looks after K Students gave makeovers to peers at Project K Glam. [Photo by Elizabeth Fiator K’18]
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Office Hours: Dr. Gary Gregg

Psychology professor Dr. 
Gary Gregg was on his way to 
conduct life interviews on the 
edge of the Sahara in Morocco 
when a locust invasion began. 
As he rode along the one lane 
road he could see the army 
burning away the locusts with 
flamethrowers. Suddenly he 
was riding through a locust 
storm. He rode along dodging 
large shrimp sized locusts.  

“That was really serious 
fun,” says Gregg. “That was 
a peak experience riding 

through the locust storm in 
the Sahara.” 

Morocco was a long way 
from Los Angeles where Dr. 
Gregg had grown up. He lived 
in the northern suburbs of 
L.A., then moved to San Diego 
to attend UC San Diego.  

“I was a pretty naive kid... 
and discovered a much bigger 
more troublesome world,”  
says Gregg. 

He started off pursuing 
a degree in chemistry and 
mathematics, but he soon 
discovered an extensive 
interest in Philosophy.  

“We were trying to figure 
out who we were and what 
kind of world we were living 
in and philosophy dealt 

with a lot of that—as well 
as being fascinating,”  says 
Gregg. He found an interest 
in psychology through a 
literature course on identity. 

After graduating, Dr. Gregg 
went to graduate school for 
Psychology at the University 
of Michigan. He conducted 
interviews on American 
personal lives, which turned 
into his dissertation. His 
interview experience led him 
to a brief career in journalism, 
publishing articles for the 
Ann Arbor Observer and 
the Miami Herald. These 
experiences allowed Dr. Gregg 
to find himself in different 
environments. He was able to 
look in on the world of airline 

mechanics, the justice system, 
the Ann Arbor punk scene, and 
being a support player on U 
of M’s football team.

After graduating he 
remained in Ann Arbor where 
he met his future wife Allison 
Geist, now director of the 
Mary Underwood Stryker 
Center for Civic Engagement 
at Kalamazoo College. Both 
had a dream of working in 
the developing world, which 
brought them to Morocco. 
There he experienced another 
world entirely.  

“In the five and a half years 
there we had about 20 minutes 
of boredom,” he says.

Students See Snow for First Time

Most Kalamazoo College 
students hail from states 
where snow is a routine part of 
winter, but for some students, 
like some international 
students and students from 
warm climates, this winter’s 
snowfall was their first 
experience with snow. After 
last weekend’ s unseasonably 
warm temperatures, we spoke 
with first-years about the first 
time they saw snow when 
they came to K.Though 

rare, the harsh cold of long 
Michigan winters has caused 
snow days in the past two 
years. El Niño has caused this 
winter to be milder. This year’s 
first snowstorm came in late 
November, while last year’s 
first snow came on Halloween.  
Anthony Diep K ’19 is from 
Los Angeles, California, 
where warm weather is the 
norm. He had never seen snow 
before coming to Kalamazoo 
College and experiencing the 
first snowfall in November.  
“When I first saw snow, I 
had the excitement equivalent 
to my first time going to an 
amusement park,” Diep said. 
“Though I really wanted to 

play outside in the snow, my 
inner Californian kicked in 
and I just took selfies with 
the snow from inside.” Just 
as many American students 
have not experienced snow, 
many international students 
from warm climates saw snow 
for the first time this year as 
well. Tapiwa Chikungwa K 
‘19 is an international student 
from Zimbabwe. “I first saw 
snow through my window at 
night and it looked so beautiful 
falling from the sky and the 
way it coated everything in 
white,” Chikungwa said. 
“However, unlike most other 
people my instinct was not to 
go out and play in the snow. 

I didn’t even touch it until a 
few weeks ago. I love that 
it’s so beautiful when it first 
snows and the way it makes 
the campus look but I would 
love it so much more if it 
didn’t melt.” On the other 
hand, Eduardo Herrera K’  19 
is glad for the current spring-
like weather. Herrera is also 
from Los Angeles, so he has 
never experienced a Midwest 
winter. “My first experience 
with snow was great,” Herrera 
said. “It wasn’t too bad, but not 
nice either. I’m glad that my 
first snow was mild because 
if I would’ve have had to wait 
until April to see the sun, I 
would go nuts.”

maryclare colombo
staff writer

Humans of K: Posse

I
Want more K news?

Then check us out online!

www.thekzooindex.com

Alumni Q&A: Carl Ghafari

As snow melts, we ask 
students about their first 

snow experiences

A snowman from the first snow in November. [MaryClare Colombo / Index]

jennie kwon
staff writer

Five Posse Foundation 
Scholars want change at K

For seven years, Kalamazoo 
College has partnered with the 
Posse Foundation to reward 
full tuition scholarships to 
students from ten chapters 
around the United States. As 
one of 52 colleges around 
the country that partner with 
Posse, K hosts 10 students 
each year.  

According to the official 
website, the Posse Foundation 
is, “ rooted in the belief that 
a small, diverse group of 
talented students—a Posse—
carefully selected and trained, 
can serve as a catalyst for 
increased individual and 
community development.”  

“You find these ten amazing 
people and put them together, 
and amazing things happen,”   

says Eduardo Herrera K’19. 
“A group of diverse students 
can make a big difference on 
campus.” 

The overall objective of 
the foundation is to assemble 
a group of individuals to 
support and encourage each 
other during an informative 
transition of life, and Richard 
Hernandez K’17 agrees. 

“The best thing I get out 
of being a part of Posse is 
the whole support network, 
here and back home. I know 
that they are thinking of 
us back there, and they’re 
always looking out for our best 
interest. They’re always there 
if you need them.” Fellow 
Francisco Lopez K’17 adds, 
“You get to know everyone 
so well that you just become 
family.”  

“The Posses in each year 
have a different relationship, 
but we are all pretty close,”  
says Hernandez about the 

group dynamic.  
“Being able to connect 

with the senior Posse is really 
helpful especially for me, 
being a first-year,”   Herrera 
replies. 

Herrera, Noah Yared, and 
Elizabeth Zacatelco, all K’19 
are members of Kalamazoo 
Posse 7, the seventh and most 
recent group of Posse at K, and 
would describe their Posse as 
hardworking and intellectually 
diverse. 

“Looking at the freshman 
class, it is so much more 
diverse than the junior class,”   
Lopez says about the growth 
of diversity and change in K’s 
population. 

Yared adds, “The diversity 
is getting better, but it can still 
use some work.”  

“K is going through a lot 
of change right now so it’s 
interesting to see how it’s all 
gonna go,”  Hernandez says.

(Top row, left to right): Eduardo Herrera K’  19, Noah Yared K’  19, Francisco Lopez K’  17, Richard Hernandez K’  17, 
and (bottom row, left to right) Elizabeth Zacatelco K’  19 with friend, Briann Millan K’  19 [Jennie Kwon / Index]

grady schneider
staff writer

From L.A. to Morocco to 
K, Gregg seeks identity

Psychology professor Dr. Gary Gregg on his motorcycle in Morocco. [Photo 
courtesy of Gary Gregg]

koji vroom
staff writer

Former K basketball player 
now owns ice cream shop

Q: Since graduating from 
K, what have you been doing?  

A: I am the sole owner of 
an ice cream parlor in Grosse 
Pointe called Ashby’s Sterling 
Ice Cream. 

Q: Is/was this something 
that you planned/wanted to 
do after graduating? 

A: No, this is completely 
different than what I had 
planned on doing after 
graduating.  

 Q: Do you plan to continue 
on your current career path? 
Why or why not? 

A: Yes, I plan to continue 
on this path because I like the 
challenge of being a business 
owner and I hope to expand 
and grow my business. 

Q: How has the adjustment 
from college life to the 
professional life been for you? 

A: The adjustment was 
pretty hard at first. It was very 
overwhelming being in charge 
and making sure everything 
runs smoothly. But once I 
was able to experience all of 
the different aspects of the 
business, it became easier 
each and every day.  

Q: What experiences/
lessons from K have helped 

you so far post-graduation? 
A: The best lesson from K 

that has helped me the most 
so far is time management. 
As a student athlete at K, as 
well as being a member of the 
Kalamadudes, I have learned 
to properly manage my time 
to be the most efficient I can 
in running my own business.  

Q: Outside of work, what 
other things have you been 
up to? 

A: Outside of work, I spend 
most of my free time with 
my family and friends. I also 
continue to work out and try 
and stay in good shape.  

Q: What things do you miss 
the most about K? 

A: I really miss being a 
part of the Kalamadudes and 
the men’s basketball team. I 
was able to create so many 
different relationships and 
friendships that I am forever 
grateful for.  

Q: Having played a 
sport at K, do you still play 
recreationally?

A: I do still play 
recreationally whenever I get 
the chance to. I am actually 
going to be joining a league 
next month with a few of my 
old teammates.

Ghafari signing the paperwork that officially made Ashby’s Sterling Ice 
Cream his. [Photo courtesy of Carl Ghafari]
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Fossil Fuel Divestment

tim decoursey
staff writer

Why Arguing Online Does 
Not Work

greta herrin
contributor

[Comic by Will Gribbin K’16]

Arguments online trigger 
the backfire effect

Recently, the Kalamazoo 
College student body 
Facebook page has become 
a battleground where people 
argue about various subjects 
that all hit close to home.  

Many of these people fail 
to acknowledge that arguing 
online is an ultimately futile 
act that leads to both sides 
losing in the end. No matter 
what side they are on, these 
conflicts on Facebook leave 
everyone hurt or angry.  

These arguments on the K 
College Facebook page have 
failed to persuade anyone 
to the other side. One of 
the reasons this is the case, 

I believe, deals with the 
backfire effect, which author 
David McRaney describes as, 
“when your deepest beliefs are 
challenged by contradictory 
evidence, your beliefs get 
stronger.”

While the backfire effect is 
typically used to show how 
people react when they see 
evidence that contradicts their 
opinion, I believe it applies to 
the current situation on the 
Facebook page as well: when 
people are shown opinions 
that contradict their own, it 
leads them to hold on to their 
beliefs more strongly.  

Eventually, these arguments 
simply become a place where 
people throw their emotions at 
each other with the expectation 
that they will miraculously 
have a change of heart. All of 
this makes the Facebook group 

a hostile place for people who 
do not want to argue.   

I want to make it clear that 
everyone has a right to their 
own opinion, and this piece 
is not a way to dispel arguing 
and debate as a whole. I simply 
want to say there are far better 
ways to discuss such issues 
than to post online in response 
to what others believe.  

People need to ask 
themselves before they 
comment if responding 
is actually worth it. Is this 
response going to be a waste 
of time? Will you get your 
feelings hurt if someone 
replies? Is there a chance 
the comment would lead 
to a discussion that is not 
productive? If the answer to 
any or all of these is ‘yes,’ then 
it is simply much healthier to 
ignore it.

In 2013, eight seniors 
got together and saw that a 
growing national trend of 
campaigns fit perfectly within 
the mission of Kalamazoo 
College. This national trend 
was among college campuses, 
private institutions, and even 
entire cities.              

These institutions were 
being asked to extract their 
investments from fossil fuel 
industries, a process called 
fossil fuel divestment.              

The first college campaign 
was started by students at 
Swarthmore College in 2010. 
They inspired the nation’s 
colleges and universities, 
both big and small, to hold 
their institutions accountable 
in their investments. Since 
2010, thousands of institutions 
worldwide have fossil fuel 
divestment campaigns.

The campaign for fossil 
fuel divestment at K has made 
strides since its start three 
years ago. By the end of its 

first year, the campaign saw 
success when 513 students 
signed their petition.             

This petition had three 
demands: transparency in 
our school’s endowment, 
the formation of a committee 
to investigate socially 
responsible investing, and 
for full divestment of fossil 
fuels within a four-year period.              

President Wilson-Oyelaran 
agreed to two of these three 
points.              

The next year, the college 
committed to starting 
a Socially Responsible 
Investment  Advisory 
Committee (SRIAC). This 
committee formed almost two 
years after the petition was 
submitted.              

The second point the college 
conceded was endowment 
transparency. The endowment 
is a pool of revenue totaling 
over 200 million dollars that, 
according to our college’s 
website, “provides long-term 
funding stability that helps 
us fulfill K’s mission with 
distinction.”            

The endowment makes 
money through the college’s 
fundraising and investments 

in real estate and stocks. This 
money, in turn, is supposed 
to go towards supporting 
programs and initiatives.               

By making the endowment 
slightly more transparent, 
we have since been able to 
investigate which funds are 
in fossil fuels. The President, 
however, denied the process 
of fossil fuel divestment itself.

Through the Kalamazoo 
College Climate Action 
Network (KCCAN), we 
continued to voice the need 
for fossil fuel divestment in 
February 2015 during Global 
Divestment Day.             

From there, we participated 
in actions across the Midwest 
and have hosted multiple 
strategy sessions.              

We stand by the need to 
extract the 6 percent of our 
endowment invested in the 
fossil fuel industry.              

The ramifications to the 
endowment are microscopic, 
but the impact divestment 
will carry is astronomical. 
Taking the endowment out 
of the fossil fuel industry is 
both a symbolic and strategic 
movement in the fight for 
environmental justice.

Community College Is 
“Real College”

qynce chumley
contributor

Community College offers 
comparable education 
without the price tag

I’ve heard the phrases 
“community college isn’t real 
college,” and “community 
college doesn’t matter,” more 
times than I can count.                

Most of these instances 
have been here at Kalamazoo 
College, and most of the 
people saying them are 
fellow students. They believe 
community colleges offer a 
subpar education, and that 
classes taken there “don’t 
matter.”              

As someone who attended 
a community college, and as 
someone whose entire family 
either did not attend college, 
or went to community college, 
hearing these statements hurts. 
Even if it didn’t hurt, it still 
shows the willful ignorance of 
liberal arts college students, 
who were likely raised by 
college educated parents, and 
believe that ever stepping 
foot on a community college 
campus was the worst possible 
fate.              

Their beliefs reveal how 

deeply ingrained ableism, 
racism, and classism is in 
our minds.                

Most people who go to 
community college are poor, 
and many are people of color 
and/or first generation college 
students, whose families have 
experienced generational 
trauma and poverty.                

People look down on 
community college as a 
direct result of our society 
looking down on people of 
color especially, but also 
poor people. They believe 
that because it costs less, it 
must be worth less. However, 
as I stated before, community 
college is a force of good. 
The education one receives 
at a community college is 
comparable to a four-year 
school, and it does not drive 
you and your family tens of 
thousands of dollars into debt.                

Community colleges are 
not perfect, and are still not 
as accessible to everyone as 
they should be, but they are 
exceedingly more accessible 
than four year schools.                

There’s three main things 
you’re paying extra for when 
you choose to go to a four year: 
The College Experience™, a 
professional network, and for 

some, to get away from home 
and be in a safe environment. 
For most people who choose 
to go to a four-year school, 
these things are worth the cost. 
But for many, they don’t even 
see community college as an 
option, whether the above are 
worth the cost or not.               

Besides the vast difference 
in cost, community colleges 
offer more flexible class 
schedules for those who work 
full time, more online classes, 
more resources to fit different 
student lifestyles, such as 
childcare for students with 
children, and more.  These 
factors can make community 
college much more useful 
for many people than a four-
year school would ever be, 
all while providing the same 
quality education.                

Community college is “real 
college,” and we who go to 
colleges made of ivory and 
built with as many towers 
as possible have no right to 
look down on those who don’t 
care about or don’t need the 
resources we pay extra for, or 
who don’t have the privilege 
to afford and/or sacrifice for 
those things.

It’s importance and 
achievements
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K Students Learn a Lesson about Color in Film   

Kalamazoo College’s English 
Department and Media 
Studies Program invited 
Joshua Yumibe to give a 
lecture, called “Color Fantasies 
of the Silent Era”  , in the 
Olmsted Room of Mandelle 
Hall during common time on 
Friday, February 19. Yumibe 
is the Associate Professor and 
Director of Film Studies at 
Michigan State University. 
He drew inspiration from 
artworks featured in his 
book, “Moving Color,”   and 
another book project, called 
“Fantasia of Color in Early 
Cinema,”   which he worked on 
with Tom Gunning, Giovani 
Fossati, and Jonathon Rosen. 
Yumibe’  s lecture included 
a rich assortment of short 
films and images paired 
with historical information 
to capture and contextualize 
the vibrant elements of colored 
film at the turn of the 20th 
Century.       

As soon as synthetic, 
relatively cheap dyes were 
discovered in the laboratory 
of Sir William Henry Perkin, a 
commercial shift from natural 
to synthetic dyes took off in 
Britain and across the globe. 

For the most part, people 
embraced the transition to 
a “chromatic culture”   as 
beautifully saturated colors 
were suddenly widely 
accessible in the 1850s. Even 
before assuming an artistic 
role in the film industry, color 
was exploited in all modes 
of media and industrial 
production, from posters and 
advertisements to wallpaper 
and interior design. 

“Often times, when we think 
about color in motion pictures, 

‘The Wizard of Oz’   is the first 
movie that comes to mind. 
It was released in 1939 and 
dazzled us with its brilliant 
use of technicolor. However, 
color was a part of film and 
was absolutely spectacular 
from the very beginning of 
cinematic history, as early as 
1890,”   said Yumibe. Even 
though we typically associate 
early cinema with black and 
white and silent movies, 
Yumibe’  s research reveals 
something very different. 

Joshua Yumibe spoke about his two books: “Color Fantasies of the Silent Era” 
and “Moving Color.” [Claire McCarthy / Index]

Review of the lecture: “Color Fantasies of the Silent Era” 

claire mccarthy 
staff writer 

Sound and color were already 
pervasive throughout the 
world of multimedia, and since 
film was embedded in this 
environment, it made sense 
for filmmakers to experiment 
with these already existent 
practices.           

Yumibe described the 
various processes of coloring, 
mechanical advancements, 
and the social impact of this 
work. The application of 
color to film started out by 
hand, one frame at a time. 
Hundreds of women were 
hired to meticulously paint 
the images—this was their first 
opportunity to get involved 
in film production, behind 
the scenes in a largely male 
dominated industry. It took 
them days, sometimes weeks, 
depending on its length, to 
finish a single copy of a film 
before the means of labor 
transformed to accommodate 
evolving technologies.       

Simpler and more practical 
processes of coloring were 
made popular as films were 
growing in length and in 
demand. Yumibe highlighted 
the methodology and utility of 
tinting, toning, and stenciling, 
in particular. Tinting and 
toning made it possible 
to manipulate the color of 
multiple frames at once. These 

basic treatments were codified 
to assist filmmakers in using 
the techniques aesthetically 
as well as functionally; blue 
was used to signify night time, 
red was used for fire, green 
for woodsy scenes, yellow for 
hot summer days, etc. More 
progress was achieved when 
stenciling became integrated 
into filmmaking operations. It 
was a more advanced process 
than hand coloring, but similar 
in that it localized color onto 
specific objects in a scene. 
Once again, women were 
employed to cut out stencils 
for every frame of a print of 
film. It was tedious, but the 
labor was now upfront. The 
rest of the process was more 
industrialized as the stencils 
made it possible to produce 
an unlimited amount of prints 
with consistent coloring. This 
particular advancement 
marked the beginning of 
mass production as it became 
increasingly efficient to 
distribute an indiscriminate 
number of copies of the same 
film.  

According to Yumibe, 
sometimes all of these 
processes were combined 
to create a dynamic range of 
colors in movies that could 
a evoke a sense of natural 
realism or completely strange 

fantasy. Jake Mooradian K’  
19, who attended the lecture 
for his Global Cinemas class, 
remarked that the lecture 
improved his appreciation 
of film, in general.  

“I ’m interested in 
filmmaking and potentially 
scoring movies, so the 
influence of color in film 
is interesting to me. [This 
topic] is not well known, 
because color fades and is 
also difficult to restore, so 
restoration facilities never 
really bothered with color, 
making examples of early color 
extremely limited and difficult 
to find,”   Mooradian said.  

Although these images 
were made over a century 
ago, we can still relate them 
to the special effects we see 
in film today—color has 
been made stunning and 
strange once again by digital 
manipulation. The take-
home message is to take a 
step back and appreciate where 
the creative underpinnings 
originated. To see some 
outstanding examples of what 
moving pictures looked like 
in the 1890s, check out the 
advertisement for his book, 
“Fantasia of Color in Early 
Cinema,”   on YouTube.

“The Jitters” by Anne Holmes 
A reading of K 

alumni’ s published 
poetry book 

Cartoon by Rachel Dranoff K’ 16

rey sosa
copy editor

John Davies spoke about his 
movie “Heroes on Deck. [ Beatriz 
Feijoo / Index]

Kalamazoo College alum 
John Davies went on to be 
an Emmy-award winning 
filmmaker after graduating 
in 1975. On Tuesday Feb. 16, 
Davies along with his film 
partner, Harvey Moshman, 
were at the screening of the 
world premiere of “Heroes 
on Deck,” a one-hour 
documentary detailing the 
secret pilot training that 
occurred in Lake Michigan 
after the onset of World War 
Two.

“Heroes on Deck” is 

Documentary by K alum explores pivotal role Lake Michigan played in 
winning WWII 

“Heroes on Deck”

Davies’ attempt to tell the 
story of the importance of 
Lake Michigan in winning 
the war against the Axis 
powers. After Pearl Harbor, 
the Navy commissioned the 
Lake Michigan pilot program 
to train pilots to fly in and 
out of aircraft carriers. Lake 
Michigan was used for 
training due to it being the 
largest inland body of water 
in North America and the 
risk of German U-boats and 
Japanese subs patrolling the 
waters around the East and 
West coasts.            

Through first person 
interviews of the pilots who Many from the Kalamazoo community came out to hear Davies speak. 

[Beatriz Feijoo / Index]

Kalamazoo College Alumni 
and published poet Anne 
Holmes K’06 read from her 
new book, “The Jitters,” in the 
Olmsted Room on Thursday, 
Feb. 18 to a roomful of poetry 
lovers including K students, 
faculty, family and friends.             

Following an introduction 
by our very own poet-
in-residence and English 
Professor, Diane Seuss, who 
was also Holmes’  mentor 
during her time at K, she 
proceeded to deliver the 
reading of a few of her new 
poems and those from her 
book. Anne Holmes is a 
graduate of Kalamazoo 
College who went on to get 
her MFA in Creative Writing 
at University of Massachusetts 
Amherst, which is where most 
of her pieces from “The Jitters” 

were written.            
Sitting in Humphrey House 

lounge after visiting Seuss’  
Intermediate Poetry class, 
Holmes said, “the poems I 
wrote here are very different 
from the poems that I’ m 
writing now, but there’ s 
an evolution there that’ s 
definitely sparked by the things 
I learned in this very room.”           

What makes Holmes’  
poetry so transparent and 
relatable is that Holmes is not 
afraid to write about “the hard 
stuff,” the personal stuff, the 

anxiety and the dark places 
of the self that need to be 
explored.             

While mapping out the 
anxieties of the speaker, 
“The Jitters” also owns and 
declares them as loudly and 
clearly as only poetry can. 
Holmes transitions smoothly 
from one poem to another, 
almost as if they all belong 
together, weaved together by 
the speaker “I”.            

According to Holmes, “the 
‘I’  can be the speaker but can 
also move through other types 
of your self or other selves that 
are parallel to yourself.”           

When asked if she had any 
advice for aspiring writers, 
Holmes said to“let go of 
the reins and let risk and 
chance take over.” She also 

jasmine khin
staff writer 

Since the spring of his junior 
year, Connor Dalton K’16 has 
been interested in creating a 
film about personal identity. 
Though unsure of what the 
narrative would look like, 
he has long been enticed by 
the complexity and dynamic 
nature of identity.            

Senior creates 
documentary entitled 

“The Beautiful 
Confusion”

deziray martinez
staff writer 

Connor Dalton K’ 16 has been 
working on a documentary for 
his Senior Individualized Project. 
[Courtesy of Connor Dalton]

As a kid, Dalton enjoyed 
creating masks and costumes 
out of miscellaneous art 
supplies. 

“It was so liberating and 
unburdening to be something 
or someone else for a change, if 
only for an hour or so,” Dalton 
said. He highly recommends it.

“We are so much more 
than our occupations, or a 
few brief interactions,” Dalton 
said. “Like many other things 
in life, identity seems to me 
a spectrum of colors that we 
draw from at different times 
in our lives, in different places, 
and with different people.”           

In response to what his film 

Identity: We Are So Much More 
Than We Think

“The Beautiful Confusion”is 
about, Dalton said, “On the 
surface, the film is about a day 
this past fall when my family 
and I went bird watching in 
search of Sandhill Cranes, 
which is the last species of 
bird in Michigan to migrate 
South for the winter.”           

He continued, “On the 
interior, I suppose the 
documentary is about the 
feeling of terrible confusion 
and excitement of being 
young, like early twenties, 
not knowing what you want 
to do next or who you want 
to be, and the whole process 
of trying, and failing, to figure 

that out.”
Noting how those two 

descriptions seem remotely 
related, Dalton hopes that it 
would make sense for those 
that see the film.           

The documentary features 
interviews of a Lutheran 
church pastor, a Lansing 
artist, and a Michigan State 
University psychology 
professor for their take on 
identity. 

“Since their professions 
involve working with young 
adults, they filled the role of 
mentors of youth in the film,” 
Dalton said.            

The process of creating 
the film, which took 
approximately eight months, 
and which consisted of 
shooting, interviewing people, 

and editing, was immensely 
educational for Dalton. Dalton 
wants K students to know that 
documentary classes here 

are extremely fun, and he 
highly encourages students 
to take an intro course at the 
very least. 

“They, whoever ‘ they’  
are, say that the best way to 
learn how to make a film is 
to actually make a film, and 
I wholeheartedly agree with 
that,” he said.

The film is meant to be 
thought provoking: “I hope it 
helps people see that it’ s okay 
to be lost and not know who 
you are or what you’ re going 
to be in the long run,” Dalton 
said. “In a lot of ways, we’ re 
the sum of our experiences, 
so let’ s have them. It’ s 
important to keep exploring 
our personal identities and 
asking questions, to remain 
open and curious.

trained in Lake Michigan 
Davies manages to tell two 
stories: one of the pilots 
themselves and the second 
of the recovery of a Wildcat 
fighter plane whose metallic 
carcass until now laid on the 
lakebed on Michigan. Davies 
began filming his documentary 

in 2009 after receiving interest 
from Chicago’s Navy Pier 
Historical Society and the 
Air Zoo museum here in 
Kalamazoo about a Wildcat 
fighter plane that was resting at 
the bottom of Lake Michigan 
and the ongoing efforts to 
secure funding and volunteers 

to recover the plane.            
After the screening, 

Davies and his partners took 
questions from a full audience. 
Many were curious about the 
plane recovered on the film, to 
which Davies explained that 
it would be another three to 
four years before it is fully 
restored and on display. The 
Wildcat recovered from Lake 
Michigan was delivered to 
the Air Zoo museum and is 
being restored by a group of 
30 volunteers. “Hopefully this 
plane will save the story [of 
the program],” Davies said.

“Heroes on Deck” will be 
broadcast on PBS channels 
across the country starting in 
March, and can be streamed 
online now at heroesondeck.
com.

suggested writing by hand 
with a notebook and a pen 
instead of on the computer 
for surprising results. 
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Want the Latest K 
Sports Updates?

Then 
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thekzooindex.com

The men’s lacrosse team does conditioning in one of their outdoor practices this winter. [ Courtesy of Ace Mallonee]

After more than a year of recruiting, a club team season and 
a successful fall ball season, men’s varsity lacrosse finally plays their first 

game this Saturday

The Men’s Lacrosse team 
will play in their first game in 
school history on Saturday Feb. 
27 as they travel to DePauw to 
take on the Tigers. The game 
will also be the first time Head 
Coach Vince Redko leads a 
collegiate lacrosse team as a 
head coach. He previously 
served as a defensive and 
recruiting coordinator in past 
jobs.  

“We want to compete and 
win every game [this season], 
but it’s our first season. It’s all 
about laying the foundation 
for all the future teams here, 
growing the lacrosse culture 
here at Kalamazoo College,” 
Redko said. The lacrosse culture 
at K has been growing ever 
since the women’s team started 
in 2014, and Redko feels his 
team can continue to help to 
grow that culture, leading to 
successful teams for both men 
and women, and hopefully 
growing a prodigious fan base 
along the way.  

The season technically 
started for the men during 
the last week of January when 
they started their official 
practices. It has been both a 

learning process and an at times 
frustrating first month of the 
season for the men.  

The team is made up of 17 
players, much smaller than 
your average 25-30 player 
lacrosse team. Only  6 of K’s 17 
players are not first years, which 
puts a lot of pressure on these 
players to lead both on and off 
the field. Additionally, there 
is pressure on the first years 
to learn how to be collegiate 
athletes and students at the 
same time, which any athlete 
will tell you is no easy task. 
However, the coaching staff at 
K is very confident all of their 
guys are capable of this and so 
much more.   

Some additional adversity 
has come through an 
inconsistent practice schedule. 
Sometimes the men will 
practice from 6-8 a.m. in the 
gym, but other times can be 
outside from 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
if the weather permits, or they 
could even be inside from 8-10 
p.m. as well. “It stinks having an 
inconsistent practice schedule, 
but it’s something pretty much 
all Midwest teams have to deal 
with,’ Redko said. “I prefer the 
6-8 a.m. slot, but I think the 
guys prefer the ones a little bit 
later in the day.”

However, now that basketball 

season is over the 6-8 a.m. time 
slot can be thrown away and the 
men can get a more consistent 
practice schedule before they 
can get outside all the time, 
something Coach Redko 
cannot contain his excitement 
for. “You always look forward 
to that first sunny practice day 
of the season, it’s always one of 
the best practices of the year” 
said Redko.  

While the team’s hopes this 
season are to win every game 
and make the conference 
tournament, the coaching 
staff also understands it’s their 
first season. “Certainly we’d 
like to win a lot and make the 
conference tournament, but 
our focus is on how we come 
together and get better day 
by day and week by week,” 
Redko said. 

The men were ranked 7th 
in the MIAA preseason poll, 
ahead of 8th Calvin who is in 
their fourth season as a varsity 
program this year. The men 
play their first home game on 
March 2 at MacKenzie Field 
and will host Concordia 
Chicago at 6 p.m. They play 
their first conference game 
on April 9 at MacKenzie Field 
against defending conference 
champions Albion. 

Chase Baysdell attempts a basket. He was one of K’s leader this year in the points per game and finished seventh 
overall in the conference. [ Beatriz Feijoo Photo / The Index ]

Women’s Lax Starts 
Season under New Coach 

The Women’s Lacrosse team 
will host Oberlin this Sunday 
Feb. 28 at 1 p.m. in their first 
game under new Head Coach 
Jess Smith. Smith was named 
head women’s lacrosse coach in 
December 2015 and has been 
officially leading practices since 
the start of the season in the 
last week of January. 

“Practice has been going 

nicholas marsh
sports editor

Recently appointed Head Coach Jess Smith has head just about a month to 
prepare her team for their first game of the season this Sunday (Feb. 28) 

well, we are really focusing on 
stick skills and conditioning,” 
Smith said. “We are also 
learning new defensive plays 
that I run which are different 
compared to the past.” These 
practices have been key for 
Smith as she’s only had a short 
period of time with her girls 
and had to jump right into the 
scheme of things when she got 
to campus. 

Luckily for the women they 
have been able to get outside 
5 or 6 times and this allows 
for more space, a full field, 
more realistic reaction from 
the ball bouncing and it allows 
for better vision of the ball. 
The women have mostly been 
practicing in the gym, often 
times squeezing in time in the 
evening between either softball, 
men’s lacrosse or baseball. Now 
with basketball season over, 
practice times will be more 
consistent as they get into their 
season.  

The team only has 19 players, 
which is small compared to 
the average lacrosse team. This 
is one of the reasons Coach 
Smith finds conditioning so 
important. The women also 
added five first years this year 
and will be looking to get them 
involved with team dynamic 

right away. 
The team dynamic is a very 

important detail to Coach 
Smith, especially as she gets 
to know her players a little 
more each day. “Getting to 
know them all, it’s going well, 
they’re an awesome bunch,” 
Smith said. She’s particularly 
excited for the team’s trip to 
California over spring break. 
They will be spending ten days 
in California, a good chance 
for everyone to get to know 
each other very well. 

As team dynamic is very 
important, it’s important to have 
a good run of practices before 
games start because Coach 
Smith would really to make 
the conference tournament 
this year. “They were close 
last year, we want to do it this 
year,” says Smith. “By watching 
film [from last season] I think 
we can definitely do it, and by 
that point in the season if we 
make it we should be playing 
well enough to beat anyone.”

The women were ranked 
fifth in the preseason MIAA 
poll, barely edged out by Alma. 
They begin their regular season 
Sunday February 28 at 1 p.m. at 
MacKenzie Field. They begin 
their conference play on April 
9 at Trine. 

Men’s Lacrosse 

nicholas marsh
sports editor

The women’s team has some fun practicing outside in the evening on MacKenzie Field. [courtesy of Jess Smith]

Basketball Season Comes to Close 
Both men’s and 

women’s basketball 
played their last games 
last week, both losing 
in their season finales

The women’s basketball 
team lost its season finale to 
#3 Hope, falling 83-47. While 
the first quarter of the game was 
somewhat of a contest 22-15 
in favor of Hope, the second 
quarter saw Hope separate 
themselves immensely. Hope 
outscored the Hornets 35-9 in 
the second quarter and simply 
never looked back.  It was the 
end of a frustrating season for 
the women who fought hard 
all year but were unable to find 

consistency in their play. 
It was the final collegiate 

basketball game played by 
seniors Claire Slaughter, 
Kyra Walenga and Kelsey 
Adamski.  The Hornets were 
led by Adamski K’16 with 16 
points while Emily Kozal K’18 
finished with 14 points.  

The men traveled to Adrian 
for their season finale, where 
they fell in a hard fought contest 
to Adrian. The final score was 
79-72. After trailing 41-35 at 
halftime, Kalamazoo started 
the second half on a 13-2 run 
which gave them a four point 
lead. The Hornets held this 
lead until with three minutes to 
play they couldn’t get a basket 
to fall. Kalamazoo went from 
up 72-67 to down 79-72 in the 
final three minutes of the game.  

nicholas marsh
sports editor

The men were led by juniors 
Josh Miller and Chase Baysdell 
who both had 17 points. 
Another junior Josh Whitney 
put in a very strong all-around 
performance, despite his 
technical foul, by adding 14 
points, five rebounds and four 
assists.  

With these losses both the 
women and the men have 
seen their seasons come to a 
close. The women finished the 
season 8-17 overall and 5-11 
in conference play, allowing a 
seventh place finish. The men 
finished 3-22 overall and 2-12 
in conference play, allowing for 
a seventh place finish as well.
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Students Speak About Riding Uber 
With Killer Just Before Arrest

Kalamazoo College 
juniors Yohana Iyob  K’17 
and Noah Bramlage K’17 
left Monte Carlo around 
11:30 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 
20. After stopping at Iyob’s 
house, which is located 
behind Hicks Student 
Center, Bramlage wanted 
to stop home and change 
before heading to a party, 
according to Iyob. Not 
wanting to walk, the two 
decided to call an Uber.

When they called the 
Uber, they did not know 
that their driver, Jason 
Brian Dalton, had been on 
a mass-shooting spree since 
6 p.m. that evening, which 
would end with the deaths 
of six and the injuries of an 
additional three before his 
apprehension at 12:30 a.m.

Dalton continued to take 
Uber clients between his 
attacks, which took place in 
multiple locations around 
the city. He was eventually 
arrested after being spotted 

KATIE SCHMITZ
co-editor-in-chief

Juniors say he seemed 
strangely calm

UBER on page 2

K’s flag has been at half-staff since the shooting. [Katie Schmitz / Index]

leaving Rugger’s Up 
and Under Bar on West 
Michigan Avenue.

“Hindsight is 20/20, but 
he seemed strangely calm,” 
Iyob said. “We chatted with 
him about directions.”

Iyob and Bramlage drove 
with Dalton from Lovell St. 
to Davis St., a ride that took 
about six minutes. However, 
Iyob and Bramlage never 
ended up getting charged 
for the ride because Dalton 
cancelled the trip on the 
Uber application before 
even picking them up.

“He cancelled the trip, 
but he called us and told 
us he was here anyway. So I 
thought he must have made 
a mistake,” Iyob said. “I was 
going to tell him, but then 
I thought I wasn’t about to 
pass up a free ride.”

Because Dalton 
technically cancelled the 
trip, he did not have the 
address of Iyob’s destination 
in his GPS, and asked for 
verbal directions. According 
to Iyob, nothing about his 
demeanor seemed out of the 
ordinary.

Iyob and Bramlage did 
not know that they were 

in the car with the suspect 
until the next morning.

She then got a call from 
Uber apologizing for the 
incident. Through their 

The receipt of Iyob and Bramlage’s Uber ride with Dalton. [Photo provided by Iyob]

records, the company could 
see the information of the 
clients picked up by Dalton.

University of Michigan Professor 
Gives “Jews and Other Others” 
Lecture

The lecture “Jews and 
Other Others: Transparent 
and Remaking Jewish 
Identities” was given 
by Professor Jonathan 
Freedman of the University 
of Michigan last Wednesday. 
The talk, which was held in 
conjunction with “Bad Jews”, 
focused on the Amazon.com 
series “Transparent” and the 
modern media’s role in the 
remaking of the traditional 
concept of “Jewishness”.

The show “Transparent” 
follows a retired UCLA 
history professor who 
decides to transition from 
male to female and his 
relationship with his Jewish 
family. Despite the specificity 
of the groups featured in the 
series, Freedman sees the 
struggle for identity as one 
crucial to every individual 
in our modern society.

“There is a sense among 
my students of entering a 
world where everything 
is up for grabs. All the old 

MEREDITH ASHTON
staff writer

Professor Jonathan 
Freedman provides 

context for “Bad Jews”

certainties are questionable. 
Nobody knows what the 
future will bring...You 
guys are all in transition,” 
Freedman said.

In his lecture, 
Freedman discussed how 
“Transparent” illustrated 
“Jewishness” through its 
fragmented depiction of 
different characters’ lives 
and their relationship to 
their Jewish identity.

Historically, Jews were 
wanderers and despite their 
attempts to assimilate to the 
culture of their host country, 
this rootlessness led to a 
number of catastrophes like 
the Holocaust. There have 
also been many historical 
links to Jewish men being 
thought of as “womanly 
men” with strong feminine 
natures, Freedman said.  

While “Transparent” 
brings to light a number of 
questions about Jewish and 
trans identities, Freedman 
also sees the plotline as a 
practical guide.

“There’s also a yearning 
for some type of meaning or 
order that will make sense 
of it all. And that, finally, is 
what the characters in the 
show are doing,” Freedman 
said. “They’re repellent, 

greedy, and narcissistic 
but they’re all looking for 
something and so are you.”

Kalamazoo College 
Professor Jeffrey Haus, 
the Director of the Jewish 
Studies Program, invited 
Freedman to campus to 
provide context for the 
campus production of 
“Bad Jews”. The play also 
discusses the issues of group 
identification in both a 
specifically Jewish sense as 
well as in a broader context.

“The idea of the play is 
about what it means to be 
Jewish. But you can really 
take the adjective Jewish 
and apply this to any ethnic 
or minority or gender 
group. And you can pose 
the question: how are you a 
member of group X?” Haus 
said.

The lecture also provided 
a cultural context and 
awareness for “Bad Jews”.

“It’s about the 
contemporary American 
Jewish experience. But 
most of the students at 
Kalamazoo College are not 
Jewish, which is exactly why 
we should be doing this 
play,” said Ed Menta, the 
play’s director.

Environmental Studies Approaches 
Nature Through Liberal Arts

Founded in 1988 by 
its current co-director, 
Professor of Economics Dr. 
Ahmed Hussen, and retired 
biology professor Dr. Paul 
Olexia, the environmental 
studies concentration 
takes an interdisciplinary 
approach to the study of the 
natural environment and 
the way in which human 
beings relate to it.

The required courses are 
from the biology, chemistry, 
and economics departments 
while at least two other 
electives can be from the 
sciences or the humanities.

Hussen says this cross-
departmental work is 
integral to the program, 
since each field of study 
adds a different perspective 
on the environmental issues 
at hand. For students, this 
means approaching the 
environment from different 
angles, as well as learning 
to collaborate with students 
from other majors.

“It has made the hard 
sciences more accessible 

JASMINE KHIN
staff writer

DSA says the 
concentration makes 
hard sciences more 

accessible

to me,” said Departmental 
Student Advisor, Shannon 
Haupt K’16. “The non-
major science classes I have 
taken specifically for this 
concentration have given me 
a base level understanding 
of the essential functions of 
the environment.”

The  program is designed to 
include classes in chemistry 
and biology so that students 
have the foundation to 
understand the science of 
the environment, while the 
economics course deals with 
issues of policies pertaining 
to the environment.

According to Dr. Hussen, 
studying the humanities in 
addition to the science of the 
environment is essential in 
order to get a well rounded 
view on how humans relate 
to nature.

“We have to understand 
the relationship of human 
beings to nature,” he said. 
“This has been studied 
through literature, history, 
and the arts.”

As an Anthropology/
Sociology major, 
Haupt agrees. She says 
she enjoys studying 
how the relationship 
between humans and the 
environment plays out 
politically, socially, and 

historically.
Although Dr. Hussen 

teaches a course in 
environmental economics, 
he says it is important for 
students to get the best 
out of their liberal arts 
education by exploring 
different disciplines in their 
studies.

“For students, having 
different perspectives and 
knowing what you are 
against is important,” Dr. 
Hussen said.

DSA Shannon Haupt K’16 completed 
her SIP in the Environmental Studies 
department. [Photo provided by 
Shannon Haupt]

Look forward to The Buzzkill next week, our satirical newspaper!
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“Winter keeps changing its mind on me.” - Aliera Morasch K’16 [Photo provided by Aliera Morasch]

Iyob and Bramlage have 
so far only talked with 
Uber about their time with 
Dalton, not the police.  
Once they figured out that 
they had spent time with 
the killer, they contemplated 
their options. Ultimately, 
they decided not to go to 
the authorities because they 
were with him for such a 
short period of time.

“The police can get my 
information through Uber 
if they need to,” she said, “I 
just asked [Uber] to let me 
know before they give my 
name, number, or address 
out.”

Iyob said that she will not 
be using the app again any 
time soon. “I will not be 
taking Uber again for awhile. 
I won’t feel comfortable 
riding with strangers for 
awhile.”

Iyob is ready to put 
this ordeal behind her. “I 
appreciate all the love that 
people have shown me, but 
this is something I don’t 
feel I need to talk about 
anymore... As a whole 
community, we need to 
move past it, and I need to 
move past it.”

Iyob pointed out that 
there are members of this 
community who have been 
more affected by the crimes 
committed, such as Tiana 
Carruthers. Carruthers 
reportedly shielded a group 
of children from Dalton’s 
gunfire, sustaining at least 
two shots in the process. She 
survived, and was able to 
give police information they 
needed to secure Dalton’s 
arrest later that night. 
Carruther’s is an employee 
of Temp Express Agency, 
and worked for K dining 
services during the spring of 
2015.

“To be quite honest I’m just 
happy that Yohana and I are 
alive and that more people 
weren’t injured,” Bramlage 
said about the situation. 
“...I would have preferred a 
prompter response [from 
security.] Seeing as how he 
had already started shooting 
people when he picked us up 
it’s a little ridiculous to think 
that K wouldn’t have known 

or at least been alerted.”
Eric Wimbley, Head of 

Security, said that they were 
not aware of the situation 
until 11:30 p.m. or 12:00 
a.m.

“There was a shooting 
that occurred at 6:00 [p.m.], 
there was a shooting that 
occurred at 10 [p.m.], there 
was one that occurred at 
10:25 [p.m.], even the police 
didn’t know that these were 
related until after they caught 
the guy. No one knew until 2 
o’clock [a.m.], or whenever 
they started interviewing 
this guy, that they were all 
related,” Wimbley said.

Security became aware of 
the situation after students 
and staff members brought 
it to their attention. After 
looking at the news, as well 
as making attempts to get 
in contact with friends in 
law enforcement, Wimbley 
and Sarah Westfall, Dean of 
Students, started drawing up 
a statement to put over the K 
alert system, which went out 
at 12:26 a.m.

“We didn’t confirm 
anything, we were never 
able to confirm anything, 
whether the person was 
apprehended, how active the 
shooting was, but we made 
the decision based on what 
was going to be best for the 
students,” Wimbley said, “...
we wouldn’t want them to go 
out not knowing what was 
going on.”

Security stayed at Monte 
Carlo until 2 a.m. giving 
rides to students, with 
oneguard staying all night 
offering rides.

Wimbley encourages 
students to always call 
security if anything 
suspicious is happening 
because that is how they get 
most of their information.

UBER from page 1

We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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Experiences with Sexual Assault

On Friday February 
26, S3A hosted a 
Community Reflection 
entitled “Perspectives 
on Acquaintance Sexual 
Assault”. Members of S3A 
as well as others within 
the Kalamazoo College 
community were given 
the opportunity to speak 
and respond to the topic of 
sexual assault. 

Sarah Woods K’16, a 
member of S3A, was one of 
the speakers at this event.

“The overall goal of the 
event was to start opening 
up the conversation about 
sexual assault on campus,” 
Woods said. “From my 
speech, I wanted to get 
across that in order to make 
change on our campus, we 
need to stop blaming others 
and look at ourselves and 
question whether or not 
our actions are creating a 
positive or negative impact 
on this campus.”

This event also acted 
as a preview to the Take 
Back the Night event, 
which, according to 
Claire McCarthy K’16, is 
a “march around Kzoo, 
[that is] a very safe space, 
where getting personal is 

DELANEY FORDELL
news editor

S3A offers the chance 
to reflect and raise 

awareness about sexual 
assault

Community reflections take place in Stetson Chapel at 11 a.m. every Friday. [Katie 
Schmitz / Index]

completely appropriate and 
encouraged.”

McCarthy, another 
speaker at the reflection, 
shared an essay called “Why 
Women Smile at Men Who 
Sexually Harass Us” by 
Hanna Brooks Olsen.

“I really wanted to share 
something that was less 
about me and more about 
the community. I wanted 
the audience (the whole 
campus) to understand that 
as women live in the world, 
we survive encounters that 
can be extremely painful 
at times, and the older we 
get, the more compounded 
they become (even the ‘little’ 
things add up),” McCarthy 
said. “These experiences are 
inherently consciousness 
raising—we cannot avoid it.”

McCarthy added that this 
issue affects those within 
the LGBTQIA community, 
“sexual violence is especially 
and disproportionately 
targeted at trans women of 
color.”

A main take away from 
this reflection was that 
everyone has to be aware of 
this issue and ready to fight 
back.

“These stories really make 
people realize that it’s not 
a distant problem, it’s one 
that is happening or can 
happen to anyone on this 
campus. I just hope that at 
least one person will stop 
themselves or someone else 
from assaulting someone,” 

Woods said.
“I  hope that the 

community reflection 
promotes more 
empowerment among 
my fellow women to be 
in solidarity with one 
another and recognize and 
call out foul play when it 
happens, because we are so 
conditioned to be silent,” 
McCarthy said. “I also 
hope that the reflection 
encourages more men 
to attend Men Against 
Patriarchy meetings 
and start more positive, 
nurturing man-to-man 
conversations to raise their 

consciousness and expand 
their notion of masculinity. 
That’s where the change can 
start.”

Karen Ceballos-Pineda 
K’18, a member of S3A 
who attended the event 
explained, “I was moved by 
the stories and it was very 
important for them to be 
heard.”

“This event helps people 
understand that sexual 
assault affects a lot of 
people—people a part of the 
K community,” Ceballos-
Pineda continued. “It’s 
important to know that 
sexual assault happens on 

Kaleidoscope Hosts Screening of “Tongues Untied”

Kalamazoo College’s 
LGBTQIA student 
organization Kaleidoscope 
hosted a screening of the 
film “Tongues Untied” last 
Tuesday, Feb. 23 in Bissell 
Theater as a part of the Office 
of Student Involvement’s 
“Tuesdays With...” series.

“Tongues Untied” is a 
semi-documentary film 
directed by the prolific gay, 
black filmmaker, educator, 
poet, and gay rights activist 
Marlon Riggs. The film first 
aired in 1989 as a part of the 
“P.O.V.” PBS series, which 
showcases independent 
nonfiction films and was 
recently shown at the 66th 
Berlin International Film 

ELISE HOUCEK
a&e editor

Documentary by Marlon Riggs Festival, which ended on 
Feb. 21.

Riggs is cited as saying that 
the film seeks to “shatter the 
nation’s brutalizing silence 
on matters of sexual and 
racial difference.” “Tongues 
Untied” is consistent with 
Riggs’ often experimental 
film style, composed of a 
montage of works of poetry 
by activist writers such as 
Essex Hemphill, selections 
of essays, fictional skits, 
musical performances, and 
Riggs’ autobiographical 
accounts.

Zoe Johannsen K’14, who 
was present at the screening 
and is the secretary of 
Kaleidoscope, commented 
on the montage form of the 
film.

“It’s just so intense and 
there is so much in it that 

I always end up wanting to 
look things up and learn 
more about the content 
when it’s over,” she said.

Kate Ballew K’17, 
Kaleidoscope’s president, 
related what she saw as 
some of the main themes 
of the film to the notion 
of “Tongues Untied” as a 
description of breaking 
silence.

In Ballew’s view, the 
film reflects a concept 
articulated by writer and 
radical feminist Audre 
Lorde, which she described 
as the “revolutionary act 
of transforming silence 
into language and action.” 
Ballew added that “Tongues 
Untied” brings to mind the 
experience in which “groups 
that are always under 
constant threat realize that 

because they are under 
constant threat, there is no 
point in being silent.”

When asked what their 
intentions were in choosing 
to screen “Tongues Untied”, 
Ballew pointed to the fact 
that “a lot of gay culture 
has been appropriated 
from black queer culture is 
something that isn’t always 
addressed – screening 
this film was an attempt 
to approach this subject 
and open discussion about 
a history that is often 
overwritten.”

Kaleidoscope is “open to 
suggestions on how to make 
the group more accessible 
to queer people of color,” 
Ballew said. “We want to 
make sure it is a comfortable 
space for all people, not just 
white people.”
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Office Hours: Lanny Potts

Sticky notes line the door 
of Lanny Potts’s office in the 
Theater department. Between 
putting together productions 
and teaching courses, Potts 
keeps busy. During winter 
quarter he has been involved 

in productions every single 
week, including “Bad Jews” in 
Dungeon Theater and student-
developed sketch comedy. He 
says the key to any work is hard 
work and staying organized, 
which his sticky note system 
shows.  

When Potts is not busy 
with productions and classes 
at Kalamazoo College he 
works with Willow Creek, a 
production company that hosts 
leadership and evangelical 
conferences internationally. 

He enjoys working with the 
high level professionals at 
Willow Creek, but he says it 
cannot match the satisfaction 
of seeing students develop.  

Potts grew up in northern 
Indiana. Although he did not 
think much about pursuing 
higher education when he 
was younger, he headed to 
Valparaiso University to major 
in Speech and Drama. He also 
managed to complete four 
majors in English, History, 
Theater, and Secondary 

Education. 
“I learned how to be a really 

good student,” Potts says. “I 
didn’t start there. It taught me 
to love a life of learning” he 
says. This experience helped 
to nurture his excitement for 
solving problems. During 
every new production he 
encounters new problems, 
which he says keeps the work 
interesting.  

When Potts has free time 
he enjoys cycling and playing 
Ultimate Frisbee. He tells me 

that a perfect day for him is 
a 110 mile bike ride, during 
which he can spend four hours 
getting lost adventuring, and 
then find his way home. In 
Kalamazoo he takes advantage 
of the local Kalamazoo 
Ultimate Disc League. He was 
the first paying member of the 
league and has been playing 
since KUDL’s creation. He 
has also spent time training 
for triathlons and watching 
basketball.

grady schneider
staff writer

The Kalamazoo College Ping 
Pong Club has been around 
for several years now, but co-
presidents Ansh Chaudhary 
K’18 and Rachel Chang K’18, 
have tried to make the club 
more popular in the last year.  

The pair of sophomore 
students took over the 
leadership position of the 

club last year during their 
first year on campus and saw 
an opportunity to expand the 
group. Last year the club had 
only around 10 members, but 
as of this winter, the club has 
grown to over 30 members. 

The Ping Pong Club is 
hosting its annual tournament 
on March 2, featuring its 
largest number of participants 
yet—including at least one K 
faculty member.  

The co-presidents describe 
their club as “a fun tight-knit 
group of individuals”  and “a 
great way to relieve stress and 
meet new people”. 

A wide variety of students 
are members of the club, 
including a majority of the 
men’s tennis team, as well as 
men’s basketball and men’s 
lacrosse players. 

Chaudhary said the group’s 
talent levels have increased 
since last year with the 
addition of more good players 
and the improvement of the 
existing members. The club 
hopes to organize tourna-
ments with other colleges in 
the future to branch out and 
provide new competition for 
the members. 

In the future, the club hopes 

to use their club funding to 
purchase a ping pong robot 
to help its members practice. 

Chaudhary and Chang are 
always open to the addition of 
new members. The club meets 
every Wednesday night at 7 
p.m. in the game room, subject 
to change for spring quarter. 

For more information about 
the club, you can contact the 
co-presidents via email Rachel.
Chang14@kzoo.edu or Ansh.
Chaudhary14@kzoo.edu.

koji vroom
staff writer

Humans of K: Alyssa McNeil
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Ping Pong Club Expands
Hopes to grow and 
play against other 

colleges

Members of the Ping Pong Club at K-Fest last fall. [Photo courtesy of 
Kalamazoo College Ping Pong Club]

Theater Professor 
enjoys biking and 

frisbee

Theater’s Lanny Potts enjoys 
theater and the outdoors. [Photo 
courtesy of Lanny Potts]

hadley harrison
features editor

From Disney to K

Alyssa McNeil’s cubicle in 
the depths of Media Services 
is scattered with action 
figures, movie posters, and 
A/V equipment. As Media 
Technician, McNeil is 
responsible for the upkeep 
and repair of projectors, 
sound equipment, and other 
hardware in classrooms across 
campus. But the contents of her 
cubicle reveal a lighthearted 
side, and a previous job to 
match.  

Before joining Kalamazoo 
College’s Information Services 
department in September 
2015, McNeil worked a variety 
of jobs, including an internship 
on Disney Cruise Lines.  

“It was full of wonder, and 
it was my dream being there,” 
she says with a laugh. Wonder 
and Dream are the names 
of the two ships she worked 
on. “When we would go up 
a strait where there were 
icebergs there were baby seals 
everywhere,”   she said of the 
cruises to Alaska. “I didn’t see 
any bears, though.”  

Although the Disney 
Cruise Line took her to 

Nassau, Bahamas, Castaway 
Key, and Alaska, McNeil is 
no stranger to Kalamazoo. 
She graduated from Western 
Michigan University in 2012 
with a degree in Film and 
Video Studies, then moved 
to California to lifeguard at 
Disneyland, earning herself 
two sets of Mickey Mouse’s 
iconic headgear. 

“I have three sets of ears,”   
she says. “You don’t get the 
hat until you finish training. 
You really have to earn them.”  

She then moved to Utah, 
where she worked at a youth 
shelter. McNeil and a friend 
hoped to start “Once Upon 

a Pie,” a food truck that sold 
pies, but then decided to seek 
a job in Kalamazoo.  

As Media Technician, 
McNeil is responsible for 
monitoring and updating 
technology across campus, 
a process which she says is 
both frustrating and exciting. 

“Trying to keep up with 
changing technology is a 
long process,” says McNeil. 
“When we upgrade we have 
to upgrade every room on 
campus.”  

After work, McNeil enjoys 
rugby, Heroclix action figures, 
and film—interests which are 
also reflected in her office. Media Technician Alyssa McNeil in her office. [Hadley Harrison / Index]

Alumni Q&A: Kacey Cook

claire mccarthy
staff writer

2015 graduate stays in 
Kalamazoo and works 

for the College

Q: What have you been up 
to since graduating from K?  

A: I’m the Post Baccalaureate 
fellow for the Center for Civic 
Engagement, which is a fancy 
way of saying I graduated and 
I work here now. I spend most 
of my time working with our 
Civic Engagement Scholars by 
supporting them in their work 
with community partners, in 
their planning and facilitating 
of trainings and reflections 
for K students, and just the 
day to day running of their 
programs. The other part of my 
job involves a lot of logistical 

tasks like event planning, 
recruiting, data work, etc. 
It’s a nice mix of office and 
relationship-based work. So 
much of my job is based on 
learning and collaboration that 
I feel like I’m still a student 
in a lot of ways. It is exciting 
and rewarding to work with 
so many different people and 
programs.  

Q: What experiences during 
your time at K do you think 
prepared you for this job?  

A:  For  me,  Civic 
Engagement was the focal 
point of my K experience. 
It really gave me a sense of 
purpose and it prepared 
me both professionally 
and personally in terms of 
helping me to understand 
how I wanted to relate to the 
communities in which I live 
and interact. That’s really why 

I’m still here. Plus the jobs I 
had on campus allowed me to 
experience a lot of different 
roles and gain office and 
administrative skills, whether 
I was working in the Library 
or in the Advancement Office. 
Studying abroad in Chile 
was also great preparation. 
It was a huge contributor 
to the expansion of my 
understanding of the world 
and people and systems.  

Q: Can you explain a bit 
more about the CCE? 

A: The CCE works with 
K students and Kalamazoo 
community  members 
in a variety of different 
ways around social justice 
initiatives. We strive to foster 
reciprocal relationships and 
emphasize that we are not 
doing community service 
or charity work. Students 

are able to learn from 
community partners through 
actively participating in their 
organizations which is an 
amazing opportunity.  We have 
13 on-going programs this 
year, which are coordinated 
by our student leaders, the 
Civic Engagement Scholars. 
In partnership with faculty, we 
also help to coordinate civic 
engagement courses that give 
students the opportunity to 
learn about topics such as black 
infant mortality, local food 
systems, and developmental 
psychology, from hands on 
experience and from learning 
about the lived experiences of 
community members. In the 
summer, we offer Community 
Building Internships with local 
organizations like the Peace 
House, Freedom Schools, 
The People’s Food Co-op, and 

down to something that was 
tangible. There were so many 
deadlines: SIPs, papers, events, 
etc. that I left without being 
mindful and appreciative all 
of the many experiences I had 
during my four years here. It’s 
the whole package-- every 
experience at K: from the hard 
skills  gained in classes like 
time management and critical 
thinking to the personal skills 
you get when you learn from 
lived experience and from all 
of the people you come across. 
We need all of those things 
to be successful in any job-- 
and not just success in the 
traditional sense of receiving 
a salary and promotions, but 
so that you’re always finding 
ways to continue growing in 
all aspects of your life.

more. There are so many ways 
for students to get involved 
and about 77% of K students 
work with us in some way 
during their four years here, 
which is pretty cool. 

Q: What advice do you 
have for students who are 
graduating in June? 

A: Looking back on my 
senior spring, I wish I had 
lived more in the present. 
We were all pretty stressed 
and anxious to figure out 
our futures. It’s important 
to plan ahead, but it is also 
important to get the most 
out of your last quarter here. 
Something that comes with 
graduating is discovering 
the space and time to think 
about these things. I ended my 
time at K in kind of a stressful 
place, because I was trying to 
reduce my accomplishments 
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Flip Lectures Are Ruining 
Fascinating Subjects

An Open Letter to Sophomores Not 
Studying Abroad

Dear Sophomores staying 
on campus next year,                     

Over the next few weeks, 
and frankly, for the rest of 
your time at K, when people 
find out that you aren’t study-
ing abroad, they are going to 
give you a look of pity. They’ll 
expect you to come up with 
extenuating circumstances to 
explain yourself. 

That’s because everyone is 
under the impression that you 
made the wrong decision, and 
that not going on study abroad 
means that you are going to 
miss out on the greatest thing 
about K College.             

No matter your reasons 
for not studying abroad, 
whether it be money, family, 
health, or “just didn’t want 
to,” your reason is valid. Don’t 

let anyone, not your friends, 
not your parents, and not the 
Center for International Pro-
grams, tell you that’s not true.             

You do not need to convince 
other people that you made the 
right choice, nor do you need 
to listen to the CIP when they 
all but beg you to go abroad 
because you’re having a tough 
enough time as it is trying to 
convince yourself.                     

You’re going to think, even 
just for a moment, that you 
made the wrong decision. 
You’re going to start looking 
for spring study abroad lo-
cations that you have no in-
terest in going to because it 
seems “right”.             

Don’t give in. Don’t try and 
convince yourself that you 
can’t go.             

Staying here is not going 
to be easy, since many of 
your friends will be in dif-
ferent countries, and K has 
no plan for those of us who 
stick around Kalamazoo for 
the year.              

That said, it is going to be 
one of your greatest.             

You are going to feel like a 
first year again, but without 
all the fear of not fitting in, or 
getting lost on campus.              

You are going to join new 
clubs, make new friends, and 
learn more about yourself than 
you ever did during the past 
two years.             

The most important thing 
to remember, is that you are 
not alone. More and more 
students are choosing not to 
study abroad, much to the 
dismay of the college, but we 
do it nonetheless.             

There are over one hundred 
other sophomores not going 
abroad, not to mention all the 
first-years and juniors that will 
be around next year.              

Take a deep breath, brace 
yourself for uncomfortable 
conversations, but don’t feel 
ashamed of your choice.             

You’re going to make the 
most out of this year, I promise.

riley pizza 
opinions editor 

Junior year will be one 
of your greatest

 

I came to this school hoping 
to nurture my love for physics. 
In high school, I absolutely 
loved the subject, but as my first 
quarter of physics is coming to 
a close it couldn’t be farther 
from what I expected. 

A few years ago, the 
department decided to change 
the way introductory physics 
classes are taught at K. As 
studies came out showing that 
the flip lecture style class has 
enhanced learning effects on 
its students, the structure of 
the class was transformed into 
what it is today.  

Every night we have a 
reading assignment and at 
the beginning of every class, 
there’s a “learning objective” 
quiz testing our understanding 
of lab work. It seems to be a 
smart way to cover material and 
get an in-depth understanding 
of introductory physics.  

A great idea in theory, but 
poorly carried out in practice.

When there are 40 kids in a 
class, ten lab tables to attend 
to, and two teaching assistants, 
half of the class is left to struggle 
through the problems on their 
own. If we’re approaching 
problems the wrong way and 
no one is there to help us, we’re 
teaching ourselves incorrect 
information over and over 
again. 

Then, when given a “learning 
objective” quiz, which contrast 
greatly from what is covered 
in lab, its either a 100% for a 
“mastery,” or it’s a “developing.” 
That’s a 100% or fail mentality. 
In other words, a perfectionist 
mentality. 

Many psychologists believe 
that’s the worst thing you could 
do to a student. 

Hara Estroff Marano of 
Psychology Today writes, 
“[Perfectionism] keeps people 
from engaging in challenging 
experiences; they don’t get to 
discover what they truly like or 
to create their own identities... 
If you’re always focused on 
your own performance, [...] 
you can’t focus on learning a 

task. [Perfectionism] reduces 
creativity and innovation- 
exactly what’s not adaptive in 
the global marketplace.”

What this creates is a stress 
culture, ruled by perfection, 
lacking creativity, and fed by 
anxiety, contradicting what a 
K student is idealized to be. 

It’s no surprise that a large 
amount of students have had 
abysmal results. It turns into 
negative reinforcement over 
and over and over again, and 
makes us feel incompetent 
every day we step into that 
class. 

Obviously, one can stop in 
for office hours for help or 
feedback, but there are only 
four make-up quizzes allowed 
per quarter, until the final exam 
where there’s one final chance 
to remake any you missed. 

This “revolutionary” style 
of class has only made me 
and several others hate a 
truly amazing and fascinating 
subject.  

What this class has actually 
taught me is that I’ll never take 
a physics class again. I’m pretty 
sure that’s not the desired effect.  

This classroom strategy 
is only theoretically 

successful

malak ghazal 
staff writer

Cartoon by Rachel Dranoff K’16

Turning Failure 
into Opportunity 

 

As students in the U.S. higher 
education system, we face 
constant pressure to perform 
to our highest potentials in the 
classroom, on the field, in the 
office, in the community—the 
list goes on. Success of these 
potentials comes in many forms 
and is unique for each student 
here at K, but so too are the 
risks and the failures that are 
inevitable in any pathway to 
success.              

As many of us are looking 
forward to our next steps—a 
first internship, study abroad, 
graduate school, a first job 
out of college—I hope to offer 
guidance here on how each of 
us as individuals can be better 
at taking risks and confront 
failure and how the College 
can promote an environment 

supportive of these decisions. 
When making a decision 

to apply for a job, to apply 
for graduate school, to apply 
for an internship, we often 
preoccupy ourselves with the 
worst possible outcomes: “I 
won’t be called for an interview, 
I won’t be good enough for 
the position, I won’t do this 
now to avoid the unavoidable 
rejection.”             

At this point, the rejection 
and the failure have already 
happened in the process; 
little room has been given to 
imagining the possibility of 
what could go well, even if 
you don’t get the job or aren’t 
accepted into the program.              

But what happens when we 
take a risk and don’t succeed, 
but instead fail just as we had 
imagined? Better yet, what 
happens when we avoid taking 
a risk, play it safe, and avoid 
failure altogether? 

By engaging more strongly 
with possibilities of failure 
rather than success, we become 
averse to failure and averse to 

the risks that would lead to 
such failure.              

A cycle begins that detracts 
us from our potentials, but it is 
one that we can break. In each 
instance we calculate whether 
an opportunity is worthwhile 
or not, we should give more 
value to the possibilities of 
success rather than of failure.              

We can individually do this 
by taking what we generally 
conceive of as failures and 
seeing them as opportunities 
for success. No one situation 
should be seen as the end-all, 
be-all, but rather as a stepping-
stone.              

To encourage this sort of 
thinking, the College should 
ask questions of its structure— 
the programs, the curricula, 
the institutionalized notions 
of success to which we each 
place our selves. How does 
the educational experience 
at K define success and how 
does the institution allow for 
negotiations with failure?

Senior provides 
guidance concerning 

taking risks  

brandon siedlaczek 
contributor
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Senior designs comedy 
sketch performance 

based on Second City

“Hey guys, guys. Look at this Baby!”

The performers practice the weekend before their comedy sketch. [Van Forsman / Index]

mallika mitra
co-editor-in-chief

Katie Lee K’16 holds a baby 
out to Rachel Dranoff K’16, 
who bounces it from hand 
to hand.  

“Set it!,” someone calls as 
they play volleyball with the 
infant.  

“No, no, no!” Dranoff shouts 
while the baby gets tossed to 
Cameron Schneberger K’16, 
who loses it to Quincy Crosby 
K’17.  

The baby falls to the floor 
with a crash as the four stand 
in shock for a moment, staring 
at it facedown on the floor. 
They are in the Playhouse 
Theatre rehearsing for their 
sketch comedy performance 
that will take place at the end 
of the week, which is part of 
the Senior Performance Series 
and Lee’s Senior Individualized 
Project.  “

What if someone else drops 
their phone right after?” 
Schneberger asks.  

“That’s really funny!” Dranoff 
responds.  

The four of them have 
been working on the sketch 
performance three times 
a week throughout winter 
quarter. During rehearsals, 
they “have an idea, improvise 
it, see if it works, do it over and 

over again, then write as an 
ensemble,” according to Lee, 
who has been conducting her 
SIP in the Theater Department 
with advisor Dr. Ed Menta.  

“We’re all writing this 
together,” Lee said about 
working with her ensemble. 
“I have the job of writing, 
directing, acting, and 
designing.”            

Lee met Crosby in the 
television production class 
during which they wrote a few 
sketches together.  

“We vibed really well,” Lee 
said. “I thought he would be 
a great addition to my group.”             

She added that Schneberger 
was extremely interested in 
the process and sought her 
out. Although she had seen 
how great he performed in 
Monkapult, she wanted to 
see what he could do on the 
written page.              

Dranoff, a Monkapult 
captain, did a program through 
Columbia College Chicago 
with Second City the summer 
after Lee did the same program.

“I wanted to see what she 
had learned and see what we 
could do together,” Lee said. 
“I think she’s a great partner.”            

Lee attended the “comedy 
joke school” during fall quarter 
of her junior year after learning 
about the program from Jack 
Massion K’14, who was a 
Monkapult captain and also 
attended the school during 
his time at K.  

“After I left I just realized 
that this was everything I wish 
I was doing here but couldn’t, 
so I needed to apply that to 
my SIP,” Lee said and added 
that she put a lot of time into 
learning the basics.  

Her comedy sketch 
performance is inspired by the 
Second City process and looks 
to be satirical, commenting on 
life and analyzing it within their 
own comedy, but even more 
in the process of improvising 
together. She added that she 
wanted to create comedy that 
is for her generation, and that 
because Second City does a 
really good job with that, she 
wanted to mimic their process. 
Her goals are similar to that of 
Second City.  

“I needed to bring this 
here. We don’t really meld 
the world of improv and the 
world of theater together 
here [at Kalamazoo College] 
even though they’re both in 
the Theatre Department and 
both under theatre,” Lee said. 
“I wanted to find that mesh and 
put something into the mix.”            

The performance will be 
in the spirit of cabaret with 
an intimate setting. The 
ensemble will use few props, 
costumes, and set pieces so 
that the audience can focus 
on what the actors are doing 
and saying. Kate Ballew K’17 
is sound designer while Sophie 
Higdon K’19 is stage manager. 

“The best thing about this 

type of comedy is that we’re 
always writing it and we’re 
always writing it from a place of 
discovery,” Lee said, adding that 
the actors are always learning 
about themselves and their 
community. “Whether it’s 
a sketch about Vikings or a 
sketch about the sodomy law in 
Michigan being passed, they’re 
all related somehow and are 
important for this audience. 
It’s what this audience wants 
to see.”            

She identified the audience 
for her performance as 
Kalamazoo College and her 
generation.  

“I definitely think that we 
can talk about greater issues 

with comedy. I don’t think that 
now by me saying that that 
every issue can be solved with 
comedy... but if you are dealing 
with something personal that’s 
troubling, comedy is usually a 
great outlet to find an answer or 
solution or even just an outlet,” 
Lee said. “Comedy is hard and 
it’s not only hard because it’s 
difficult to make and difficult 
to find the comedy in things 
but it’s also hard because a 
lot of people want to push up 
against comedy. They don’t 
want to accept it fully or they 
want it to be ... wrapped up in 
a bow and perfect for them, 
but they’re not willing to just 
listen to what they’resaying.”            

After graduation, Lee hopes 
to learn more about comedy. 
She plans to move to Chicago 
and participate in Second City’s 
observatory program where she 
will spend more time working 
with an ensemble.  

“Comedy is all about the 
human existence and how we 
all relate to one another,” Lee 
said. “Comedy is about the 
truth of the human existence, 
so if that’s the case, we should 
be able to find some sort of 
comfort within it.”            

The performance will take 
place Friday and Saturday, 
March 4 and 5, at 10 p.m. in the 
Dungeon Theater. It is free for 
K students and $5 for others.

Pro-Voice; Abortion Monologues
Performance preview

claire mccarthy
staff writer

 A theatrical performance 
of the “Abortion Monologues” 
will take place in Dewing 
103, this Thursday, March 3 
at 7 p.m. The second annual 
event is the brain child of 
Dr. Karyn Boatwright and 
Alison Geist. For about eight 
years, Boatwright’s Feminist 
Psychology class performed 
the Vagina Monologues for 
class credit, but Geist, who is 
the director of the Mary Jane 
Underwood Stryker Center for 
Civic Engagement (CCE), was 

interested in connecting one of 
K’s service learning classes with 
Planned Parenthood. Once 
they began to collaborate, 
they thought, “why not do 
something similar and call it 
the ‘Abortion Monologues’?” 
The point of such an event is 
to provide an empowering 
space for women who have 
received an abortion at Planned 
Parenthood to share their 
stories and just tell their truths, 
whether their experiences were 
positive or negative.              

Now, putting on the event 
is part of students’ civic 
engagement requirement 
in Boatwright’s Feminist 
Psychology class. Students are 

split into an acting group, a talk-
back group, and a marketing 
group. However, the interviews 
are conducted by all students, 
and they are not limited to 
the women who received 
abortions but also include 
the medical care providers 
and the political leaders who 
have been proactive in fighting 
for reproductive justice in the 
community for their entire 
careers.              

Most providers at Planned 
Parenthood did not wish to 
go on public record because 
any sort of media coverage 
has become increasingly life-
threatening due to recent 
backlash. For this reason, 

only the content from a couple 
of individuals’ courageous 
interviews will be integrated 
into to the monologue 
performance, withholding any 
type of verbatim translation.               

D i r e c t o r  L i n d s a y 
Worthington K’ 17 who is 
in charge of organizing the 
transcriptions of the final 
interviews, concentrating on 
the most salient responses 
from multiple stories told by 
women who seek abortions and 
what kind of pain and agony or 
lack thereof is present in their 
lives, and preparing them for 
the presentation. Their exact 
words, including the “ums” 
and the “likes” will be reflected 

word for word by student actors 
from Boatwright’s Feminist 
Psychology class plus one or 
two people from the Theater 
Department who will bring 
the monologues to life on 
stage. Leland Merrill K’ 17 
is currently a student in the 
Feminist Psychology class, 
whose job is to oversee the 
advertising of the event.              

Merrill is “really excited 
to see how the interviews 
are going to translate in the 
performances.”            

Boatwright hopes that the 
event will help crystallize the 
ways in which women suffer 
from public health disparities 
and external responses to their 
decisions to have an abortion. 
She wants it to highlight some 
of the decisions and conditions 
that most often lead women 

to go to Planned Parenthood.  
“Some of them feel guilt, 

most feel satisfied,” Boatwright 
said. “We have worked with a 
somewhat biased set of people 
because our interviews were 
based on a sample of people 
who volunteered to share their 
stories.”            

She said she hopes it will 
offer a new perspective on 
the intersectionality of various 
different public health issues, 
class issues, and race issues.  

“They are all influencing 
the access to good health care, 
the ability to control [and] 
willingness to control their 
own bodies,” she explained.

Following the monologues, 
there will be a talk-back panel. 
There is limited space available 
but tickets can be picked before 
the show in the Psychology 
Lounge in Olds Upton.

Performaces at AFDS, a Zoo After Dark put on by various cultural StuOrgs. [Beatriz Feijoo / Index]

Afro Fiesta Desi Soul 
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Baysdell Earns 
MIAA Honors  

Want the Latest K 
Sports Updates?
Then Follow @IndexSports today!

Baysdell surrounded by his teammates as he is announced as a starter in 
the final home game of the season. [Photo Provided by Herbert Todd]

Men’s Lacrosse 
Shows Character 

The Kalamazoo College 
men’s lacrosse team played 
their first ever game in school 
history on Saturday February 
27. While it was a close game 
for the majority of the contest, 
it ended 13-3 in favor of host 
DePauw University.  

The game started in a very 
sloppy manner which included 
a lot of unsuccessful clears and 
several turnovers committed by 
both teams. By the end of the 
first quarter DePauw jumped 
out to a 2-0 lead. However, 
Zach Morales K’19 scored 
the first ever goal in school 
history with an assist from 
Clapton Marquis K’17. Despite 
making it 2-1 midway through 
the second quarter, DePauw 

nicholas marsh
sports editor

extended their lead to 3-1 
before halftime. 

Kalamazoo came out after 
halftime very strong, first-year 
Brett Fitzgerald scored thirty 
seconds into the third quarter 
to make it 3-2. The rest of the 
quarter was mostly dominated 
by DePauw as they scored three 
more goals until K found the 
back of the net again. Marquis 
found his name on the score 
sheet again with a goal, assisted 
by Kellen Radulski K’19 to 
make it 6-3 at the end of the 
third. 

Despite all of the efforts 
shown by K up to this point, 
their much-smaller-than-
average roster size came into 
play for the fourth quarter.  

“We were pretty much gassed 
by the fourth quarter,” Blake 
Beauchamp K’17 said. 

Men’s lacrosse team held strong until they ran out of 
energy in first ever game 

Nick Marsh / Index

Women’s Lax Drops 
Season Opener 

The women’s lacrosse team 
lost their first game of the 
season 21-4 to Oberlin at 
MacKenzie Field on Sunday. 
The Hornets scored two goals 
in each half and that was all 
that they could muster up for 
offense for the day. On the 
other end of the field defense 
was repeatedly challenged 
and could not stand up to 
the test, allowing 13 goals 
in the first half and 8 in the 
second half.  

The game was really 
a tale of two teams, one 
powerhouse offensive 
team that dominated from 

the faceoff, and one who 
struggled often at times just 
to gain possession of the ball. 
The statistics pretty much 
tell the entire story of the 
game, Oberlin dominated 
nearly every single category.  

Oberlin outshot K 46 to 
14 and won draw controls 
18 to 9. They were also 
better defensively, winning 
20 ground balls to K’s 9 and 
clearin≠g 13 of 15 times 
compared to K’s lowly 7 of 13 
tzimes. If Kalamazoo hopes 
to win some games going 
forward, they will need to 
improve across all aspects 
of the field.  

It was the women’s first 
game under new Head Coach 

Women’s lacrosse struggles in home opener, falling to Oberlin 

nicholas marsh
sports editor

Chase Baysdell K’17 earns All-MIAA second team after a strong season for the Hornets

averaging 15.0 points per 
game. He also scored in double 
figures in 20 of the 25 games 
this season and reached his 
career high point total this 
season, scoring 27 points 
against Schreiner in December.  

“Chase made a lot of solid 
plays this season, and his 
consistency makes it hard to 
pick one individual standout 
play,” said teammate Josh 
Whitney K’17.   

His consistency was very 
evident in his diversity of 
statistical success. He finished 
in the top seven in the MIAA in 
scoring, rebounding and assists 
this season.  “He’s a very good 
actor; he’s good at drawing 
fouls. And he also is seen as a 

super intimidating presence by 
the rest of the league,” Miller 
said. His teammates obviously 
appreciate his statistics, but his 
contribution to team morale is 
easily just as big. 

“Off the court Chase makes 
sure we all have fun together, 
that all the guys get together 
on the weekends and really 
get to spend fun quality time 
with each other,” Whitney said.
This is often why the basketball 
guys can be seen travelling 
together around campus or 
out to Roadhouse together 
for chicken finger night on 
Tuesday nights. 

This is Baysdell’s first time 
being honored by the MIAA, 
and he’s the first player to be 

Do-it-all player Chase 
Baysdell K’17 was announced 
as a member of the All-MIAA 
men’s basketball second team 
last week. The honor came after 
a season where Baysdell put 
up quality numbers in several 
statistical categories including 
points, rebounding and assists.  

“Chase has short legs, but 
he’s extremely athletic,” said 
teammate Josh Miller K’17. 
“And he has the strongest post 
game in the league.”

His post game was very 
effective in his scoring 
throughout the season, 

chosen as an all MIAA team 
member since Adam Peters 
K’15 was second team and 
Mark Ghafari K’14 was first 
team both in the 2013-14 
season. 

Baysdell will enjoy a peaceful 
offseason now where he can 
focus on academics, his Senior 
Individualized Project, and 
preparing for next season. His 
teammates are looking forward 
to some spring cafeteria meals 
with Baysdell where, according 
to Whitney, he will enjoy 
some of his favorite meals like 
spinach and croutons, noodles 
and ketchup, pork chops and 
lots of liquids. 

nicholas marsh
sports editor

Jess Smith. One reason for the 
performance from K could 
be due to the fact that K did 
not have Coach Smith for 
their fall-ball season. The 
new head coach is leading 
the team on shortened time 
and it will be interesting to 
see what kind of results they 
produce in the future. 

 The women’s next seven 
games are away from 
Kalamazoo. While this does 
include a team trip across 
the country to California, 
the women will have to play 
without a home crowd behind 
them. Their next home game 
is April 12th at 7:00 p.m. as 
the host arch-rival Hope at 
MacKenzie Field. 

Kalamazoo only has 
13 outfield players which 
means that they only have 4 
substitutes that can be used 
throughout the entire game. 
In comparison, DePauw had 
29 outfield players. Needless to 
say, K’s athletes had nearly run 
themselves into the ground by 
the time the final whistle blew. 

A seven goal fourth quarter 
propelled DePauw to their 
13-3 win, but there is debate 
that this first year Kalamazoo 
team showed great character 
on Saturday. 

Kalamazoo has their first 
ever home game today at 
MacKenzie Field at 6:00 p.m. 
against Concordia Chicago. 
The team will be looking for 
a big crowd to back them up 
in their first ever home field 
experience. 
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Senior Fails SIP In Order to Use New Gym

Senior Will Gribbin 
has failed his Senior 
Individualized Project, 
reportedly on purpose, in 
order to return to campus 
next year and take advantage 
of the new Fitness and 
Wellness Center.

“Yeah, I failed [my SIP] 
on purpose,” Gribbin said, 
“I just felt like my time 
at K was really lacking 
something, and I think that 
void could be filled by a 
new gym.”

During the Fall Quarter, 
Gribbin attempted to 
complete his SIP with 
the Biology department. 
According to Gribbin, 
his SIP consisted of 
manipulating plant cells.

katie schmitz
co-editor-in-chief

Will Gribbin K’16 
turns in plant manifesto 

instead of SIP

Many students have made a habit of staring longingly through the construction fence, wishing they could use the gym sooner. [Beatriz Feijoo / Index]

Half way through his 
research, Gribbin quit 
experimenting on the plants, 
claiming that he found 
evidence that the plants 
“had feelings” and that he 
was “hurting them.”

“I insisted that the plants 
could feel pain, and that 
conducting my research was 
causing them physical pain. 
Instead of writing the SIP 
on the original topic I had 
proposed, I wrote a 200-
page plant manifesto.”

Gribbin’s SIP advisor, 
who wishes to remain 
anonymous, was troubled 
by the manifesto that they 
were forced to read.

“15 pages in I knew it 
failed,” the professor said, 
“but it was like a car wreck. 
I couldn’t look away. He 
claimed he could talk to 
the plants. He inserted their 
dialogue into the SIP. There 
were 26 pages of solid black 
pages. Will claimed that it 
was a representation of my 

soul, seen through the eyes 
of the plants I have harmed.”

Despite his failure, 
Gribbin will still have to 
present his SIP in the spring.

“I put together an 
interpretive dance based on 
what I had learned talking to 
the plants,” he said, “during 
the question and answer 
period I’m just going to 
shush everyone.”

Gribbin is going through 
all of this work to ensure 
that he will be back on 
campus next fall to conduct 
a new SIP, all while taking 
advantage of the new gym.

“I’ve been using the gym 
while I’ve been here, but 
it just leaves a lot to be 
desired. The new one just 
looks like it’s going to be 
so nice. It’s the gym I’ve 
deserved all these years.”

Gribbin encouraged his 
girlfriend, Kate Cebelak 
K’16, to fail her SIP as well 
and join him next fall.

“He had so many plans for 

his future, he was studying 
for the MCAT, he wanted 
to get into a good medical 
school,” Cebelak said, “now 
all he does is stare longingly 
through that fence.”

Cebelak did not fail her 
SIP, and it has reportedly put 
a strain on the relationship.

“If I failed, we were going 
to stay and be super seniors 
together, and go on dates to 
the new gym,” Cebelak said, 
“it didn’t sound appealing to 
me.”

Gribbin is planning on 
taking advantage of the gym 
with or without Cebelak.

“I’m just excited to get 
the opportunity to have a 
true college experience, 
with a real college gym.”

It is unclear whether or not 
Gribbin actually believes 
that he has the ability to 
speak to plants, or whether 
or not the College will invite 
him back for a fifth year.

Life Skills Comprehensive Exam Scores Down

For many departments 
at Kalamazoo College, 
senior year brings a series 
of “comps”: comprehensive 
exams that are meant to 
measure proficiency within 
the major. All Kalamazoo 
College students are also 
required to pass the Life 
Skills Comprehensive, 
which tests students on 
basic tasks of adulthood, 
such as cooking for 
oneself, applying for health 
insurance under their own 
name and not that of a legal 
guardian, and other skills 
associated with living a real 
adult life.

Last year’s scores dipped 

hadley harrison
features editor

Students unable to pay 
taxes, do basic tasks

from years prior: nearly 
30 percent of the Class of 
2015 scored lower than 60 
percent on the exams. This 
year’s scores, however, are 
worse. Nearly 85 percent of 
graduating seniors received 
failing grades, while an 
additional 12 percent 
received a “low pass,”   
leaving 3 percent of seniors 
to receive passing grades.

“Honestly, the scores 
were deplorable,”    says an 
exam proctor, who chose to 
remain anonymous. “Those 
types of scores make me 
think that K students are not 
prepared to lead actual lives 
after graduation.”

AJ Horton K’16 says 
the vocabulary section 
was particularly difficult. 
The section, formatted as 
a multiple choice exam, 
requires students to match 

words with their correct 
usage in a sentence.

“They had the word 
‘mortgage’ on there and that 
really tripped me up,” says 
Horton. “Is it something 
you do? Is it something 
you have? I couldn’t even 
narrow down the choices 
because they all seemed 
kind of correct.”

Students were also 
confused by the terms 
“escrow,” “deductible,”   
“sensible footwear,” 
“paying for your own 
Netflix account.” Other 
students were confused by 
the math portion, which 
consisted of completing a 
1040-EZ tax form.

“I was going around 
asking people what they got 
on that section afterwards,”    
says Lexie Martin-Browne 
K’    16.“   Does ‘W-2’    go 

in any of the boxes or is that 
just the name of the form?”

The oral section of the 
exams featured a “small 
talk” exam, in which seniors 
must engage inconversation 
with the exam proctor 
for at least two minutes 
without swearing, asking 
inappropriate questions, 
or revealing that they 
have no idea what they are 
doing with their life after 
graduation.

“The proctor asked me 
about the weather and I 
took out my phone to look 
at my weather app instead 
of looking out the window 
of the test room,”    says 
Mallory McClure K’    16.“   
That was anautomatic fail.”

McClure, Horton, and 
Martin-Browne agreed 

COMPS on page 2

Student Pushed Out
of Window for News

Tim DeCoursey K’19 was 
pushed out of a window by 
The Index editors recently 
in an attempt to make news 
worth writing about.

News editor Delaney 
Fordell K’18 had noticed 
a slow news week and 
was in desperate need for 
something newsworthy to 
happen on campus. Once 
she realized she needed to 
make news, she moved on 
to searching for who could 
make that news.

DeCoursey openly 
volunteered, willing to help 
The Index in whatever way 
possible. Upon discovering 
that Fordell wanted to push 
him out of a window, he 
demonstrated joy at having 
an excuse to miss class.

At the window, however, 
Fordell discovered that 
claiming this article would 
be harder than she supposed. 
Every editor of The Index 
were waiting there trying to 
claim this article to be theirs 
in some way.

Hadley Harrison K’16, 
Features Editor, had been 
hoping to claim this article 
by interviewing and writing 
an article about DeCoursey, 
potentially as a “Humans of 
K” piece.

Elise Houcek K’18, Arts 
and Entertainment Editor, 

mitch herr
staff writer

Index editors push 
first-year out of 

window and fight over 
story potential

was hoping that this event 
could have some artistic 
meaning in a week with too 
few arts events happening.

Riley Pizza K’16, 
Opinions Editor, hoped to 
write an opinion on this 
event. They were undecided 
on if the opinion should 
be written about hoping 
DeCoursey got better soon 
or if the opinion should 
condemn pushing people 
out windows for news.

Nicholas Marsh K’16, 
Sports Editor, debated 
whether this could be 
considered base jumping 
or otherwise considered a 
sport.

C o - E d i t o r s - I n - C h i e f 
Mallika Mitra K’16 and 
Katie Schmitz K’16 tried 
to mediate the argument, 
but failed to reach a peace. 
Realizing the situation 
was not going to be solved 
through talking, they 
finally resorted to pushing 
DeCoursey out the window 
themselves, letting the 
article work itself into the 
next Index issue however 
needed.

DeCoursey was found 
lying on the ground in front 
of Hicks Center on Friday, 
March 4 with shattered glass 
surrounding him. Before 
being taken to the hospital, 
he expressed joy, stating, “I 
will do what it takes to make 
good news.”

At the time of this paper’s 
release, The Index editors 
are still arguing between 
who should get to write the 
article.

The Index enjoyed so much success with DeCoursey K’19 that they have started 
pushing other students out the window as well. [Tejas Vettukattil / Index]
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that they did not expect 
the exam’s focus on life 
skills to be so rigorous and 
challenging. All three said 
they thought they prepared 
well enough to obtain a 
good score, yet their results 
were less than satisfactory.

“I’ve basically been 
studying for the ‘Cooking 
Nutritious Meals’ portion 
for almost two years, but 
I managed to burn almost 
every single thing,” says 
Martin-Browne. “And those 
multiple choice questions 
were hard too—what is the 
difference between parsley 
and cilantro because the 
leaves look exactly the 
same.”

An exam proctor 
noted that “pizza is not 
an acceptable meal on a 
weekday, and especially 
not two nights in a row.”    
According to exam rubrics, 
submissions of undercooked 
ramen, a handful of peanuts, 
and half a protein bar were 
not passable. Submissions 
of boxed macaroni and 
cheese with sliced hot dogs 
received a low pass.

The final section included 
choosing from a list of 
household problems that 
should be able to be fixed 
by the resident without 
calling a landlord. Correct 
options included “changing 
the batteries in a smoke 
detector,”   “unclogging the 
shower drain,”   and “killing 
spiders.”

Administrators say that 
opportunities to retake the 
exam will not be offered, but 
a poor score does not impact 
graduation eligibility. 
Students who do not pass 
their Life Skills Comps are 
still likely to graduate.

We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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Baby Blue Hosts Zoo After Dark

With only a few 
Saturdays left in the Zoo 
After Dark Spring schedule, 
the renters of Baby Blue 
rush to sign up for a prime 
date: May 28. In case you’re 
unfamiliar, the eight-person 
house is notorious for 
throwing birthday bangerz, 
and has probably been the 
most proactive this year 
in hosting off-campus 
parties. It is a long standing 
tradition for seniors renting 
spacious houses to take on 
the weekend responsibility 
of graciously opening 
their homes to the student 

body for a night of fun. 
These seniors will be 
trying something new by 
combining their affinity for 
parties with their love for 
this institution.              

To say that the 
academics here are taken 
seriously would be an 
understatement. Monday 
through Friday, Kalamazoo 
College tends to be a high 
pressure environment, and 
the students work hard to 
make deadlines and pass 
exams in the midst of their 
extracurricular activities. 
But of course, when people 
work hard, they often 
play hard. This is true on 
the weekends as students 
allow themselves a break 
from homework to enjoy 
late night dancing and 
enthusiastic conversation. 

Rachel Ellis K’16, an avid 
party-goer, enjoys going 
out to meet people this way. 
“As a senior, I’ve realized 
that parties are one of the 
best ways to connect with 
students from different 
graduation years. As soon 
as I walk into a K party, I 
remember that we’re all 
just a bunch of young adults 
looking for a good time. 
Last night, I went to the 
bathroom and made friends 
with a sophomore and two 
first-years who I had never 
met before,” she said.             

One of Baby Blue’s 
renters, Dylan Zerki K’16, 
says he loves to see people 
forget about the stress of 
school for a little while 
and bond on an authentic, 
human level.  

“That’s the real reason 

more inclusive space,” he 
explains. He also wants 
to transform the way OSI 
collaborates with students 
from this point on, saying, 
“I know that Zoo After 
Darks are typically hosted 
by StuOrgs, but there are 
less formal groups on 
campus that would love 
to participate, too. Why 
not expand our concept of 
student involvement?”            

The house is still 
working on a theme for 
their event, but it will 
most likely incorporate 
another Kalamazoo College 
tradition, which celebrates 
the month of May with a 30-
day party streak. Another 
renter, Karl Schultz K’16, 
wants to clarify that this 
will be the only 30/30 party 
Baby Blue is hosting. He 
said, “In case y’all haven’t 
seen my twitter rant, I 
know that there are more 
upperclassmen with houses, 
and I encourage them to 
get on board and throw at 
least one party, so that it 
does not continue to fall on 
the same four in the spring. 
We owe it to the seniors 
who came before us and to 
the underclassmen who are 
going to fill our shoes.”            

Shawn Fair K’18 attended 
every 30/30 party hosted 
last May, and plans to do the 
same this year. He says he 
is excited to to see how the 
upcoming Zoo After Dark 
event will turn out.

claire mccarthy
staff writer

Renters of the house on 
Lovell will partner with 

OSI

The renters of the blue house on Lovell plan the festivities in Hicks Student Center. [Claire McCarthy / Index]
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To Read or Not to Read

ayla hull
staff writer

College Invades 
Daydreams To Save 

DOGL

   Kalamazoo College 
harbors students who are 
dedicated to the courses 
that will ensure their 
futures. Within these 
courses, students receive 
an education through 
discussions and readings 
that keep them wide awake 
all hours of the day. An 
unexpected outcome of such 
dedication is getting a failing 
grade and consequently not 
passing the course that may 
have been required for a 
major or minor.  

Zoë Barnes K’18 is one 
of these dedicated students 
who, after completing all the 
readings and assignments, 
still failed their class.  

“I went to look at the 
portal, the stack of 15 books 
I read for that class sitting 
next to me, and I was very 
nervous but confident that 
I had at least gotten a B. 
Seeing the failing grade on 
my transcript, I think I was 
so shocked that I didn’t 
speak for the next hour. 
My roommate was really 
concerned.”             

Barnes isn’t the only 
dedicated K student who 
didn’t pass their class. 
Rachel Chang K’18 took 
a course that she dedicated 

20 out of the 24 hours in the 
day to, “I would wake up at 
4 a.m. after going to bed at 
midnight and read and do all 
my other homework for my 
classes that week.”              

From these experiences, 
both Barnes and Chang are 
reluctant to read anything for 
their other courses, “I mean 
what’s the point of doing 
all the readings and all the 
homework if I’m still going 
to fail? What’s the secret to 
success here? I would like 
to know,” Barnes said.  “If 
you are doing everything 
right and receiving the worst 
results, then it’s hard to keep 
up with the same level of 
dedication. But that’s what 
I’m going to do. I’m not 
going to let one class get me 
down,” Chang commented.                

Tom Stuut K’17 is 
rigorously devoted to his 
studies at K, however, he 
commented that he doesn’t 
read everything that is 
assigned, “I set my priorities 
based on what is due. I know 
that I should be doing all the 
readings but that is an ideal 
that I don’t think I have time 
for.”

“I haven’t failed any of 
my classes as of yet,” Stuut 
continued. “But, of course, I 
could improve on the grades 
I do receive. I give a lot of 
credit to those who are able 
to do all the reading, but I’m 
like that’s crazy.

why I like to host parties,” 
he said. According to Nana-
Yaw Aikins K’16, another 
renter of Baby Blue, off-
campus parties are often 
associated with illicit 
activities, but he hopes that 
by hosting a Zoo After Dark 
event, the group will dispel 
those assumptions.  

“I know for a fact that we 
can have a very successful 
event without the presence 
of alcohol or drugs,” Aikins 
said. In the past, Aikins 
has dealt with disgruntled 
neighbors who found 
the music to be too loud 
at 11p.m. on a Saturday 
night, so he is excited at 
the prospect of a 12 a.m. 
curfew with no threats of 
calling the cops to disrupt 
the festivities.              

A characteristic of K 
parties that sets them apart 
from those at larger schools 
is the fact that only one or 
two houses host a party each 
night, resulting in a high 
concentration of people in 
one place. However, Billy 
Marx K’16, who also lives 
in Baby Blue, noticed that 
toward the end of the year, 
the same people come out 
on the weekends over and 
over again; he hardly ever 
sees new faces.  

“The point of hosting a 
Zoo After Dark event is to 
engage students who would 
not usually be interested 
in attending our parties. 
We want to provide a 

Students Suspect Inception at K

riley pizza
opinions editor

Sophomore Student is 
“The Ultimate Feminist” 

after learning about 
repressive patriarchy

As spring quarter 
approaches, Kalamazoo 
College students suspect 
daydream inception by the 
college in the interest of 
Day of Gracious Living.             

Day of Gracious Living, 
or DOGL for short, is a 
surprise day-off during 
spring quarter. Traditionally, 
the President of Student 
Commission chooses the 
day that DOGL will take 
place, surprising students 
and faculty on the morning 
of. This year, due to the 
dissolution of Student 
Commission, the college is 
in a frenzy to find a student 
who is willing to choose 
DOGL. Thus far all efforts 
remain unsuccessful. 

“We talked to different 
students including 
presidential ambassadors 
and student government 
representatives but no one 
wants the job. The pressure 
is just too high. They’re all 
afraid to pick the wrong 
day,” Brian Dietz, Associate 
Dean of Students, said. 

“I declined the job   
because I’m afraid to 
let everyone down,” 
commented one member 
of Student Government 
who requested to remain 

anonymous,“Picking the 
wrong day would be like, 
I don’t know, getting 
nominated for an Oscar or 
something and then going 
home empty handed.”            

Students suspect that 
the college may now be 
resorting to tactics of 
inception--planting the idea 
in minds of students that 
they should volunteer to 
choose DOGL.             

Multiple reports from 
students, including that of 
Abby Wilson K’19, link 
back to Dietz, “All I know 
is that last Tuesday I was 
zoning out in class and 
all of a sudden I couldn’t 
remember how I got there. I 
was left with this lingering 
feeling that I needed to go 
talk to Brian Dietz, but I 
couldn’t figure out why.”             

Dietz denies any and all 
allegations of interfering in 

students’ daydreams.             
Some students claim that 

the timing of these incidents 
is not coincidental either. 
They say that the college 
recognizes students’ level 
of sleep deprivation during 
ninth and tenth week and 
is using that to more easily 
access the minds of students. 

“I’m really starting to 
get scared,” commented 
Sophie Martin K’19, “I’m 
just so exhausted. I’ve been 
drinking at least four cups of 
coffee a day just so I don’t 
space out in class.”            

Thus far, no student 
has volunteered to fill the 
position of deciding DOGL.            

The Index will be hosting 
an open discussion for 
students who would like 
to share experiences or 
opinions on this topic. 
For further details, please 
contact The Index staff.

Brian Dietz was surprised to learn his plot had been discovered. [Mallika Mitra / 
Index]

Male Student Takes WGS-101, Throws out Razors

delaney fordell
news editor

When Jeremy Reid K’ 
18 started at Kalamazoo 
College last year, he didn’ t 
consider himself a feminist. 

“I just didn’ t get it,” Reid 
said. “I didn’ t get how much 
it sucks to be a woman.”            

After getting a poor 
registration time last fall, 
Reid had very few classes 

to choose from, and on a 
whim decided to take WGS-
101, or an Introduction 
to Women, Gender, and 
Sexuality.             

Since taking the class, 
Reid believes that he better 
understands feminism.  

“I used to think that being 
a feminist meant hating 
men, now I know that they 
do. I mean, who wouldn’t? 
All men, besides me that is, 
are pigs!” Reid said.              

After several discussions 
in class, Reid has given 
himself the name “The 
Ultimate Feminist.”

“I know everything there 
is to know about women, 
gender, and sexuality 
now,” Reid said. “I’m even 
correcting my female friends 
about the patriarchy!”            

One of these female 
friends, Joy Lane K’ 18, is 
less impressed with Reid. 

“He demanded that I 
stop shaving my legs a few 
days ago,” Lane said. “He 
grabbed my razor and threw 
it out the window while 
screaming ‘destroy the 
patriarchy.’”            

Lane spent $7 on a new 
razor later that day.             

I slow clap for them in the 
Stacks line.”            

Reid, a Business major, 
does not have plans to take 
any more WGS classes. 

“I’ ve learned all there is 
to know about oppression 
against women. I read that 
Peggy McIntosh article, 
which pretty much sums it 
all up,” Reid said. “Once 
everybody gets to the same 
place I am, we can really 
make progress against the 
patriarchy!”

R e i d ’ s W G S - 1 0 1 
professor, Dr.Betty Nordum 
believes he is enthusiastic 
about what he’s learned. 

“Jeremy definitely brings 
energy to the classroom,” 
Nordum said. “Sometimes, 
he spends the entire class 
period talking about 
himself.”            

Reid has also decided to 
pay more attention to gay 
couples he sees around 
campus. 

“Whenever I see two girls 
or two boys being romantic, 
I make sure to tell them how 
brave they are. Sometimes, 

Students Fail Even After 
Completing all Reading
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Compost Intern insists he will 
get to the bottom of it  

because he just spends his 
day muttering about chicken 
wings.”

Jessica Paul K’16 is currently 
a person of interest, say local 
authorities.  

“They have me on record for 
dropping dairy in my compost 
once last year,” Paul said. “It was 
an accident! I swore I would 
never do something like that 
again.”

If you have any information 
concerning the chicken bone 
please contact Polcyn before 
he runs someone over with 
his golf cart.  

Compost Intern Dylan Polcyn says he would never eat a chicken wing for 
fear of dropping the bone in compost. [Photo provided by Dylan Polcyn] 

On Sunday March 6, a 
chicken bone was discovered 
among egg shells and banana 
peels in the compost on 
campus. Compost Intern Dylan 
Polcyn K’16 has teamed up with 
the Kalamazoo College’s Office 
of Security and the Kalamazoo 
Police Department to find the 
culprit.  “

It is absolutely unbelievable 
that anyone would think this is 
okay,” Polcyn said. “I promise 
you I will find out who did this, 
and they will be punished.”

Students who live off-
campus are invited to sign 
up for composting with the 
College. Once a week, they 
must place their compost 
buckets outside their door so 
Polcyn and his colleagues can 
empty the buckets into the 
compost buckets on campus. 
This past weekend, the bone 
was found after individual 
composting buckets were 
emptied into the campus 
compost. The police, along 
with Polcyn, have been going 
door to door interrogating 
students living off-campus who 
are signed up to compost with 
the school.  

“It was not me!” said 
Melissa Erickson K’16 who 
was a suspect for a few days 
after she was overheard saying 

that she loves chicken wings. 
“My name has been cleared 
and I won’t answer anymore 
questions concerning this 
appalling crime.”

Polcyn has been seen driving 
through campus on his golf cart 
heckling students as they pass.  

“I know it was you!” he yelled 
outside the library to no one in 
particular last night. “Admit it!”

 His fellow composters 
are concerned that Polcyn is 
descending into a crazed state 
over the incident.  

“It’s all he ever talks about 
anymore,” one of them said. 
“He can’t focus on compost 

Chicken Bone Found 
in Compost  

mallika mitra
co-editor-in-chief  

K College Students
Study How to Party on 
Spring Break 

     On January 4, students met 
in Upjohn Library Commons 
to begin studying how to 
party with spring breakers 
in Miami. The students have 
met every week throughout 
winter quarter in preparation 
for joining students from larger 
universities on the beaches of 
Florida.  

Matthew Kuntzman K’16 
said that he formed the idea 
of this study group after his 
last spring break during which 
he spent time in Miami and 
couldn’t understand how to 
join in on festivities with other 
students.  “

I tried really hard,” Kuntzman 
said. “I walked around with one 
of those red cups they all carry 
and jumped up and down a lot.”

 The senior added that he 
made one friend during his 
time in Miami who told him 
to “go nuts” every time the 
“beat drops.”

“How was I supposed to 
know when the beat would 
drop?” Kuntzman said. “Where 
did the beat go?”

K students, who are known 
to study hard during the school 
year, decided that they would 
prepare for spring break this 
year the best way they knew 
how: hit the books.

“I have found a lot of 
scholarly articles concerning 
party culture,” said Brian 
Cunningham-Rhodes K’16 
who plans to join Kuntzman 
in Miami this coming week. 
“I’ve also been working with a 

Alien from the film “Spring Breakers” joins students study group to teach them how to party over their spring 
break. [Beatriz Feijoo / Index]

Tuition Increase to 
go to Squirrels  

Last week, Kalamazoo 
College was informed by 
President Wilson-Oyelaran 
that the tuition would be rising 
for the 2016-2017 school year. 
While most people believe that 
the increase will go to faculty, 
The Index has been able to 
confirm that the increase of 
tuition will be spent on the 
sustenance of squirrels on 
campus. 

Students on Facebook 
were aghast with disgust at 
the institution, blaming the 
administration, and attacking 
staff members, all of which 
could have been avoided if 
students had been informed 
correctly.  

Af ter  a  t horoug h 
investigation on where the 
money will be spent, The Index 

malak ghazal
staff writer 

found many shocking facts. 
“With the rising obsession 

over the squirrel population on 
campus, Facilities Management 
has taken the initiative to 
provide necessary care of the 
precious rodents. Now, with 
the increase in tuition, we’re 
able to give our furry friends 
proper nutrition, hygiene, and 
health care,” Rodger Nutsies, 
the Vice President for Campus 
Squirrel Accommodation, said.  

“We’re setting the standard 
for campuses around the 
country. Our campus can now 
be transformed into the ideal 
community for students and 
squirrels alike that has been 
desired for so long.”

The livelihood of the squirrel 
population is a deep concern 
to many on campus, however 
some are questioning why 
the tuition must be raised 
as a result. With the biggest 

campus endowment in 
history, we should have plenty 
of funds to supply Squirrel 
Accommodations. However, 
that money is to be spent on 
investments, which increase 
the values of our degrees.  

Richard FatCat, the Director 
of Giving-Money-Away said, “It 
was hard to find the funds for 
Squirrel Accommodation in the 
current funds we were receiving 
as of ow. With Cookies in the 
Cavern, and fixing the Men’s 
shower drains in Hoben, we 
couldn’t satisfy the needs of the 
college without a tuition hike. 
If you want cheaper tuition, 
then we’re going to have to 
make sacrifices somewhere. 
And those people in the Hoben 
showers know exactly what I’m 
talking about.”

The Campus Squirrel 
Accomodations are hoping 
that the increase in tuition 
will be enough to satisfy the 
needs to the squirrels living on 
campus. If not, they will have 
no choice but to raise tuition 
more in coming years.  

“We will do anything to 
ensure that this campus has 
clean shower drains and 
comfortable rodents,” Nutsies 
said.  

Students wondering why they must pay more for rodent’s comfort 

Study sessions prepare 
students for Miami   

Fiona Evans K’16  is feeling the stress from her professor. [Katie Schmitz 
/ Index] 

Sixth-year senior Achina 
Yeo is feeling the stress of this 
quarter piling up, and they 
have taken to Facebook to let 
the world know. “I have a 10 
page paper for my Sexuality 
of Homogenous Canines in 
1930s Italian Ethiopia ANSO 
class due tomorrow, then a 5 
page weekly reflection for my 
Anime and Hentai of 1980s 
Japan art history class that’s due 
this Friday, oh and then I have 
to study this weekend for an 
exam for my Italian 202 class. 
hashtag morestressinfour” Yeo 
posted as they rushed to their 
last class of the day while eating 
an organic, vegan, gluten free, 
soy free, carb free, non-GMO, 
dairy free, meatball sub from 

Stacks.  
Yeo’s workload is what your 

typical Kalamazoo College 
student has on their back at 
any given night during their 
four years here - any less and 
most likely that student is either 
deluding themselves or simply 
forgot about their homework 
again.  

“It’s so stressful, like I know 
I only have three classes and 
my professors know that too, 
I think. But still. Why do 
they assign me so much? :(“ 
responded Yeo in class to a 
comment their friend left them 
on their original Facebook post 
while in the front the professor 
lectured on the hidden Marxist 
undertones of the children’s 
animated horror film “Frozen.”

“Between me and you, I 
don’t even read past the first 
paragraph of the papers I assign 
them,” said Dr. Beeqok in the 
History department.  

“When I see that my students 
are starting to feel settled and 
relax, I like to assign them some 
300-page obscure esoteric text 
to read for next class just to jolt 
them back to reality,”Professor 
Purmt of the Political Science 
department said. 

“Ohmygodddd, you know 
what’s even better though?!,” 
Dr. Aryhill from the English 
department screamed down 
the hallway, “In spring I’ll make 
sure to have at least one paper 
due in the middle of the week 
during DOGL season so my 
students stress themselves 
trying to get it in! Now that’s 
a real pain to them!”

Several professors have 
confessed on the secret K 
Professors Facebook page that 
they purposely like to stress 
students out more than they 
need to for the entertainment 
value.  “Honestly nothing 
titillates me more than seeing 
our students wallow in stress. 
The faces of hopelessness and 
despair they make as they 
ponder why they are spending 
tuition more than the average 
middle-class family makes in 
a year just brings a ting of joy 
to my dark frozen heart,”wrote 

one professor on the Facebook 
page.  

“I can’t help it, I can’t resist 
the thrill of teaching my 
students about the dangers of 
stress and ways to cope with 
stress in my psychology classes, 
only to then ask them to write 
eight -page paper on stress over 
the long weekend. It’s just the 
sadist in me lmaooo,” posted 
an anonymous Psych professor.

As Yeo made their way back 
their dorm after their 7 p.m. lab, 
they decided to take a second 
to blink before they realize that 
they have a StuOrg meeting 
to attend to in the next three 
minutes, then a study session 
for their Italian class in the 
library, finish their 10-page 
paper due tomorrow that they 
haven’t even read the books for, 
wake up at 5 a.m. for Quidditch 
practice, and go to their 8:30 
a.m. class.  

“Honestly it’s so much stress, 
I’m already stressing about the 
fact that I’m stressing. Will this 
ever stop??” tweeted Yeo as they 
made their way up the quad.  

#morestressinfour

Professors Admit Their Favorite 
Pastime is Stressing Out Students 

Students fear failure 
and professors love it

rey hernandez 
copy editor 

mallika mitra
co-editor-in-chief  

professor to collect data about 
what students find most fun 
and interesting in another 
party-goer. I’m going to be 
the coolest kid there!”

Kuntzman invited Alien 
from the film “Spring Breakers” 
to assist students in practicing 
their partying.  

 The study group has grown 

in size since Kuntzman started 
it during first week of senior 
year. The students can be seen 
in a classroom every Monday 
night comparing their findings 
and and taking exams that 
they have made with the help 
of various faculty advisors. 
This week, they completed a 
practical examination where 

they simulated a party and were 
graded on how awesome other 
students perceived them to be.  

 “I don’t want to brag but I 
think that will be do really well 
once we get to Miami,” Grady 
Schneider K’16 said. “

I learned the Cupid Shuffle 
and Macarena!
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Kalamazoo College Downhill 
Cheese Race 

nick marsh
sports editor

Kalamazoo Col lege 
announced it will begin hosting 
a new athletic event on campus. 
It will be a downhill cheese-
roll and wake competition, 
based off the Cooper’s Hill 
Cheese-Rolling and Wake. This 
writer thinks everyone should 
Youtube highlights from these 
downhill cheese races in past 
years. 

The College will begin 

a project this morning that 
will steepen the hill on the 
quad quite a bit in an attempt 
to make it so the race will be 
more interesting. The goal will 
be to have races once a month 
and have them be as exciting 
as the one hosted annually in 
Gloucester, England. However, 
the goal here is to make it better, 
because new is always better.  

The contest will follow 
several stipulations. First, it will 
start with rolling a nine pound 
round of Cheddar cheese down 
the hill. At the exact moment 
the cheese is released down 
the hill, hundreds of students, 
faculty, and staff members will 
run down the hill after it. The 
first person to capture the 
cheese round and make it to 
the bottom of the hill is the 
winner.  

To make things more 
interesting the winner of the 

Kalamazoo College 
to host downhill 

cheese race on quad 

The first meeting of the FIFA 16 Team inSevern Hall earl
ier this week. [Nicholas Marsh / Index]

Kalamazoo College 
Varsity FIFA 

nick marsh
sports editor

K cancels varsity soccer to create a FIFA club instead 

Kalamazoo College has 
announced that it will 
immediately cancel all varsity 
soccer operations and instead 
focus its funding on a different 
kind of soccer, FIFA 16. The 

popular video game has taken 
the campus, the country, and 
the world by storm since 
its release last October. The 
Kalamazoo College Athletic 
Department has stated that 
soccer is too violent and causes 
too many injuries, the goal with 
FIFA is to reduce the mass 
number of injuries, equaling 

a total of 69% this past season.  
“Last season every one of the 

K players got injured, it was 
awful, we had to forfeit all of 
our games,” said Ian Kay K’17, 
who actually has no relation 
whatsoever to the soccer teams. 

Kay’s statement is backed 
up by Koji Vroom who 
acknowledges he once played 
soccer and it just isn’t quite 
as realistic as FIFA. This is 
echoed by nearly everyone 
on campus as concluded by a 
survey conducted this morning. 
The survey asked one person 
and found an overwhelming 
majority of people preferring 
FIFA over actual soccer.  

“The next step going forward 
is to begin recruiting and 
getting team uniforms, I hope 
they’re orange, like the fruit, I 

People chase the cheese round down the hill in the Cooper’s Hill Cheese-Rolling and Wake last year. [Photo 
provided by Google.]

cheese race will receive one free 
pencil courtesy of the college. 
The pencil will then promptly 
be charged to the student’s 
account without informing 
them first.  

All participants in the race 
will be required to wear the 
designated uniform which will 
consist of a t-shirt that says 

“I need the cheese” and 
shorts that are bright orange 
and say Kalamazoo College 
football 1977. These shorts are 
hand-me-downs from the 1977 
football team because why not.  

The cheese race is going to 
be an exciting new addition 
to the campus, the mice 
around campus will be most 
appreciative as they love cheese 
a lot.  

Women’s Lacrosse: 
Ball Gets No Love 
nicole huff

contributors
alivia duquet

vethania stavropoulos

It has been the start of the 
third season of the Kalamazoo 
College Women’s Varsity 
Lacrosse team. Even after two 
years, the main complication 
has remained the same: the 
lacrosse Ball gets no love. 
The relationship between Ball 
and player has been a tricky 
one that requires practice, 
finesse, and most importantly, 
communication.  

“At times, I feel so neglected,” 
Ball commented earlier, “I feel 
as if the majority of these girls 
love each other more than me, 
and it should be the opposite! 
I’m supposed to be the star of 
the show!”

Many dropped passes, 
thousands of missed ground 
balls, and wide shots support 
Ball’s claim. There doesn’t seem 

to be any love for the little 
yellow, rubber being.

On the upside, it seems 
that the only one of the girls 
that truly cares for the Ball 
is sophomore keeper, Katie 
Johnson.  

“Ball and I have been 
pretty serious for the past 
two years,” Johnson said in a 
recent interview, “It’s a love hate 
relationship. Sometimes Ball 
shows me love, but sometimes 
Ball and I don’t really connect.”

 Coach Jess Smith recently 
gave her word on the issue, “I 
just wish that everybody on 
the team loved Ball as much 
as Katie. You can really tell 
that the two of them have a 
significant magnetism; they 
are drawn to each other.”

When asked, junior 
midfielder Nicole Huff said, 
“Katie is always calling Ball, 
where it is, who has it...it’s 
getting a little weird. I don’t 
even call my dog that much 
even though she’s all I have! 
None of us understand it.”

It has recently come to 
attention, however, that while 
Katie is the leading lady of Ball’s 
life, the entire team is really 
trying to communicate inorder 
to give Ball the love it deserves. 
With their recent overtime 
victory against Benedictine 

University (9-8), the girls are 
starting to prove their love 
for Ball. With many speedy 
transitions, won ground balls, 
and beautifully placed shots, 
one can see that the team is 
realizing the crucial role Ball 
plays in the game. Assistant 
coach and hopeless romantic 
Ace Mallonee stated, “After 
today, I’m optimistic about the 
future relationship between the 
girls and Ball. They are working 
hard to improve relations, and 
I know it can only get better 
from here.”

As the season continues, 
the team hopes to strengthen 
their relationship with Ball. 
Likewise, Ball is also looking 
forward to making a stronger 
connection with more than 
just Katie. In addition to daily 
practice, quick stick and long 
pass drills, the team and Ball 
have been going to couple’s 
therapy to try and solidify 
their relationship. For now, 
the Hornets are 1-2 and Ball is 
safe and sound after Johnson 
sacrificed her crotch to save Ball 
within the last five seconds of 
regulation play leading to their 
victory against Benedictine 
University.  

Ball hanging out on its own. [Photo provided by Google]

It has recently become 
known that before he became a 
rapper, Kanye West performed 
as a magician at children’s 
parties. He has returned to 
this role within the past few 
months in order to combat 
his apparently massive debt. 
However, sources inform us 
that he was fired because he 
caused too many problems—
that he, “was just too much 
of a diva,” according to an 
anonymous source.   

After reading up on West’s 
magic abilities, Kalamazoo 
College’s Campus Engagement 
Organization (CEO) has 
decided that he would be 
an entertaining and cheap 
choice for the College’s first 
annual Celebrity Magic Show 
installment. After swallowing 
his pride, West accepted 
the invitation to the small 
liberal arts school, out of 
desperation for money. The 

College, however, had second 
thoughts about hosting the 
rapper/magician, after hearing 
stories of West’s volatile ways.  

On one occasion, after 
performing a very elaborate 
card trick in front of seven-year-
old children, wherein no one 
applauded, he began yelling, 
“you just don’t understand 
that I am a creative genius.”  
Another time he was doing the 
bunny-out-of-the-hat trick, but 
pulled out a Grammy instead. 
As he pulled out the award, the 
birthday boy, Tyler, ran to grab 
it from him. West refused to 
hand it over, starting a speech 
on how although it was Tyler’s 
birthday; he was going to give 
it to Brittany because he felt 
that Brittany’s music video 
was better.

At another event, when 
the birthday girl accidentally 
spilled apple juice on his yeezy’s, 
he responded by throwing 
a tantrum and running off 
stage. At another party, after 
finishing his last magic trick, he 
began discussing his political 

views and what he would do 
during his presidency. He 
then walked around with his 
snapback asking for money to 
fund his presidential campaign. 
Many of the managers at the 
company agreed that firing 
him was the best decision 
for the company, but assured 
reporters in an interview that 
they have agreed to fund his 
campaign because, “he’d still be 
the coolest president America 
has ever seen”. 

CEO has decided to host 
Kanye West, and students 
can expect to catch his magic 
performance next spring, with 
an exact date to be determined.    

Kanye West Fired as 
Magician for Children 

love that fruit,” Kay said. Vroom 
echoed that sentiment saying, 
“I also love oranges, they’re 
great.”

The recruiting is an 
important part. The school 
has given the FIFA 16 varsity 
team a massive 12 Canadian 
Dollars for their recruiting 
budget next year. Head Coach 
Josh Miller K’17 says they will 
target humans to play for the 
team, and only humans, no 
giraffes.  

“Giraffes are my favorite 
animal because they’re tall 

like me, but they’re just not 
as good at FIFA as humans 
unfortunately,” Miller said. 
Kay agrees with Miller in the 
fact that players should only be 
humans, saying “I totally love 
puppies, but they just can’t play 
with us humans, I have no idea 
why, but that’s just the way it 
is.” One of Kay’s close friends 
may also join the team, but 
probably not. 

The athletic department 
hopes the Varsity FIFA team 
will catch on quickly and will 
incorporate both men and 

women players. Logan Horejsi 
K’17 and Josh Whitney K’17 
hope to be the first mixed 
doubles team to win the 
NCAA Division III National 
Championships. However, 
those aren’t a thing yet so they 
may have to wait a while.  

Any inquiries about joining 
the FIFA 16 team should be 
sent to Koji.Vroom1738@
kzoo.edu. 

konah gourlay
contributor

CEO will allow West one more shot at showing off magic trick
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The Physics of Blackness

On Thursday March 
31, Michelle M. Wright, 
a professor of African 
American Studies and 
Comparative Literary 
studies at Northwestern 
University, spoke about 
her new book entitled 
The Physics of Blackness: 
Beyond the Middle 
Passage Epistemology, to 
an audience of students, 
faculty, and members of the 
public in Dalton Theater.

She is also the co-editor of 
“Critical Insurgencies”, a new 
book series in collaboration 
with the Critical Ethnic 
Studies Association and 
Northwestern University 
Press.

Her new book deals with 

JASMINE KHIN
staff writer

Professor from 
Northwestern gives a talk 
about her new book on 

race issues

Michelle M. Wright visits the College and discusses her recently published book. [Van Forsman / Index]

the construction of Black 
racial identity in America 
which descends from what 
she calls the “Middle Passage 
Epistemology,” the naval 
journey taken by slave ships 
arriving in North America. 
Under this construction, 
Wright argues that other 
black identities such as 
recent African immigrants, 
queer black people and black 
women are not represented.

As the title suggests, her 
book includes her critique 
of Newtonian Physics and 
the construction of race 
though a singular narrative 
of historical circumstances. 
During her talk, she gave 
an alternative method of 
thinking about blackness 
through the lens of 
“epiphenomenal time” as 
opposed to linear time.

To understand the 
concepts that she introduced 
more clearly, readers 
will have to find out for 
themselves from her book. 
However, from the engaged 

discussion with the audience 
that followed after the talk 
shows that it resonates with 
the concerns of this campus 
community as well.

“We come to the struggles 
from different access points 
so you cannot identify who 
is a member of the oppressed 
and the oppressor by their 
placement on this linear 
historical narrative because 
we are all entering the 
narrative at different points 
in history, from different 
perspectives, challenges 
and prejudices,” Dr. Justin 
Berry, Assistant Professor of 
Political Science, explained.

There was a student and 
faculty led panel discussion 
following the talk on 
Friday to continue the 
conversation on how this 
new way of seeing impacts 
social activism and justice, 
especially how it applies to 
this campus in particular.

How to Streamline Your 
Coffee Service
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Kalamazoo College 
Commits NCAA Infractions

On March 22, 2016 
the NCAA concluded 
an investigation into 
Kalamazoo College that 
had been ongoing since 
July 2014. According to the 
NCAA report, “This case 
centered on financial aid 
violations that occurred over 
five years as a result of the 
institution’s failure to remove 
athletics considerations 
from a matrix-rating system 
used for admissions and 
later in the packaging of 
financial aid.” The results 
of the investigation has left 
Kalamazoo College with 
a three year probationary 
period and a three year 
postseason ban. The college 
is currently in the process of 
appealing the ban.

The process of including 
athletics considerations in 
the packaging of financial 
aid has been a process 
that has been in place at 
Kalamazoo College for 
approximately 20 years 
according to Provost Mickey 
McDonald. However, the 
NCAA only looked at a 
period over the past five 
years for the investigation; 
finding that a total of 567 
prospective student-athletes 
had athletics considered in 
their financial aid decisions.

Officially the investigation 
found three major violations. 

NICHOLAS MARSH
sports editor

K handed a three-year 
probationary period and 
a three-year postseason 

ban by the NCAA

The first two violations 
were the inappropriate 
awarding of financial aid 
and ineffective monitoring 
processes. The third 
violation was a recruiting 
violation committed by 
head baseball coach Mike 
Ott, who sent out an email 
to recruits in his first season 
in charge suggesting he 
could influence financial aid 
decisions.

According to Athletic 
Director Kristen Smith, 
“The postseason play and 
conference championship 
bans are a result of the 
financial aid violation, and 
the sanctions and penalties 
for the third [Coach Ott’s] 
violation are administrative 
only in nature.” Smith says 
that in the time since the 
mistake occurred in Ott’s 
first season as coach, the 
College has begun providing 
better and more complete 
training to all coaches in 
that regard. Both Smith 
and McDonald have made 
sure to emphasize that this 
situation is not the fault 
of Coach Ott or any other 
one individual. They have 
repeatedly stated that this 
was an institutional policy 
that is at the root of the 
cause of the violations.

The College is appealing 
the postseason ban, and 
according to Smith they are 
“playing to win.” “I believe 
the ban is harsh. I don’t 
think it’s fair to punish 
student athletes who had no 
involvement or knowledge 
of what occurred,” Smith 
said.

However, with this type 
of ban for these infractions, 

there is no previous track 
record to indicate how the 
appeal process will go. This 
is a whole new territory for 
the NCAA and Division III 
athletics.

If the appeal fails and the 
postseason ban is upheld, 
then the College will begin 
a process of repackaging 
financial aid.  Because of the 
way the penalty is written 
if the College chooses to 
repackage student athlete’s 
financial aid then it can 
make teams eligible to 
compete in the postseason 
once again.

“Repackaging would 
be looking at individual 
student’s financial aid 
and using an NCAA 
compliant methodology to 
determine how much they 
would receive under the 
NCAA compliant system,” 
McDonald said. He also 
said that the College will 
go through the process of 
determining who would 
be repackaged on a team 
by team basis during the 
month of April. “I think 
it’s a real holistic view of 
both the individual impact 
and the impact on the 
team. I think we’re trying 
to balance the institution 
priority of educational 
access and educational 
attainment of this great 
curricular experience with 
the excellence of the athletic 
experience.”

No matter how the appeal 
process ends up ruling, 
there have been many strong 
reactions to the NCAA 
rulings among the campus 

NCAA on page 2

Stand Where We Stand

On Friday evening, the 
Kalamazoo College Arcus 
Center for Social Justice 
and Leadership hosted 
an event entitled “Stand 
Where We Stand,” featuring 
guest speaker Michelle 
M. Wright, a professor of 
African American Studies 
and Comparative Literary 
Studies at Northwestern 
University.

The event acted in part 
as a follow-up discussion 
to Wright’s lecture from the 
day before, entitled “The 
Physics of Blackness.” It 
began when eight K students 
entered the room dancing 

AYLA HULL
staff writer

Discussing blackness 
with Michelle M. Wright

to The Five Stairsteps’ well-
known song “O-o-h Child.” 
After dispersing themselves 
among the crowd, each of 
the eight students proceeded 
to share a quote about 
blackness and a piece of their 
own experiences identifying 
as black, expressing that 
there are various forms of 
blackness, all of which are 
valid.

The discussion, led by K 
College English professors 
Dr. Shanna Salinas and 
Dr. Bruce Mills, asked 
participants to engage with 
the question: when and 
where is blackness?

Wright shared, “So often 
we’re taught to think about 
race as physical attributes...
we’re trained to think about 
race as something that you 
look like but if you think 

about it, there’s a whole 
other set of actions that 
comes with that.”

“Stand Where We 
Stand” encouraged 
participants to continue 
discussing blackness. The 
dialogue included many 
conversations, including 
what it means to be black 
in America today, what it 
means for non-black people 
to consume blackness, 
and if non-black people 
should have a role in black 
liberation and, if so, what 
that should look like.

“You’re all at the age right 
now where you can start to 
form your own notions,” 
Wright said, addressing 
the students. “I would 
encourage you to confront 
bigotry.”

The Chance to Hear from 
Our Michigan Politicians

On April 4, the Kalamazoo 
College Center for Civic 
Engagement (CCE) invited 
students, faculty, and 
community members to a 
panel discussion of various 
Michigan politicians. 
Attendees were able to 
listen to the perspectives 
of these politicians on 
multiple issues including the 
economy, immigration, the 
Flint water crisis, and gun 

DELANEY FORDELL
news editor

Center for Civic 
Engagement organizes 

a panel of Michigan 
politicians

Darrin Camilleri addresses an audience of students, faculty, and community 
members sitting alongside Julie Rogers and Paul Clements. [Delaney Fordell / Index]

violence.
Kururama Sanchez, 

Program Associate for 
the CCE, took the lead on 
organizing this event. “[It 
has been] done in the past 
but it wasn’t as successful 
due to other circumstances...
[this time] we tried to make 

[the event] more publicized. 
[We even] invited people 
from [Western Michigan 
University] to attend.”

The politicians that sat 
on the panel included Paul 
Clements, Democratic 

CCE on page 2
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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community.
“My only reaction was 

really shock,” said baseball 
Head Coach Mike Ott. 
“My biggest focus was on 
making sure our team and 
our families knew what was 
going on.”

Coach Ott is joined by 
many others within the 
athletic community on 
campus in experiencing 

shock. The entire student 
athlete body attended an 
informational meeting 
with Kristen Smith and 
Mickey McDonald on 
Monday March 28th in 
the gymnasium to clear up 
some initial questions and 
concerns.

On top of the shock, many 
have expressed a sense of 
unfairness.

“There is a strong feeling 
that the ban is unfair in two 

respects, first this has never 
been done to another school 
and second these kids had 
nothing to do with this and 
are going to be penalized,” 
Ott said.

Ott is not alone in feeling 
that way. Junior basketball 
player Jake Whitney said, 
“Philosophical fairness is 
a terrible justification to 
the athletes affected by the 
school’s mistake.”

As the frustration 

continues to grow while 
waiting for the appeal 
process ruling, the coaches, 
players, and athletic 
administration will focus on 
their respective sports.

“I told the team that our 
best course of action is to 
win baseball games and do 
our job as well as we can,” 
Ott said. “Outside factors 
do not cause adversity as we 
have no control over them.”

Winning games and 

staying focused on their 
respective sports will be at 
the front of the minds of all 
the coaches and student-
athletes in season right 
now. But in the back of 
their minds, many will be 
thinking hard about what 
happens if the appeal fails, 
what happens if my financial 
aid is affected, what happens 
next?

candidate for State 
Representative of Michigan’s 
Sixth District; Julie Rogers 
(D), Kalamazoo County 
Commissioner up for re-
election; Darrin Camilleri 
(D), State Representative 
of Michigan’s 23rd District; 
Jon Hoadley (D), State 
Representative of Michigan’s 
60th District.

“[Our goal] is to allow 
[everyone] to engage in 
political discourse that 
is important to you all...
When planning this event, 
we made sure to have equal 
representation from both 
parties, [unfortunately] the 
two Republican politicians 
were unable to attend at 
the last minute,” Sanchez 
explained before turning 
the proceedings over to 

mediator Dr. Justin Berry, 
K’s Assistant Professor of 
Political Science.

The politicians were given 
the chance to explain each 
of their priorities in their 
positions or perspective 
positions and their stances 
on numerous issues. 
Camilleri explained his 
goals while in office, “In my 
district, [my priorities are 
to, one,] find a way to invest 

in jobs and infrastructure. 
[Second, to] get more 
education funding for 
schools and give all children 
equal opportunities. [And 
third] to build Michigan to 
last.”

All the politicians advised 
students to get involved in 
politics and that there are 
a lot of opportunities to do 
so. Rogers recommended 
“particularly to the women 

to make sure you have the 
experience [and] make sure 
to network and reach out to 
all parts of the community.”

Kacey Cook, Post 
Baccalaureate Fellow for the 
CCE, commented on the 
necessity for events like this. 
“A facet of civic engagement 
is being politically aware 
[in] how our programs 
are impacted by political 
policy and understanding 

that our work extends 
beyond what we do in our 
jobs, organizations, and 
programs,” Cook said.

“The biggest thing is that 
the CCE wants people to 
engage civically in other 
ways,” Sanchez continued. 
“Students have a voice to 
be heard and [need to be] 
involved in the electoral 
process... to know who and 
what they are voting for.”

CCE from page 1

Civic Engagement Scholars 
Tackle Difficult Problems with 
Difficult Solutions

Aspiring Civic 
Engagement Scholars 
(CES) attended this 
past Wednesday’s CES 
Discussion Panel to further 
their understanding of 
the responsibilities and 
rewarding experiences with 
which current CES’ are 
tasked. Facilitated by Center 
for Civic Engagement 
Program Associate 
Kururama Sanchez, 
Alejandro Jaramillo K’18 of 
HYPE, Kourtney Johnson 
K’17 of CAPS and Emily 
Kozal K’18 of the Goodwill 
Adult Literacy Program 
spoke of their involvement 
with their respective 
programs.

ANDREW PARSONS
staff writer

CES’ share their 
experience and encourage 

students to apply for 
leadership positions

Each of the scholars 
elaborated in the 
development of their 
leadership skills, with Kozal 
saying that “dealing with 
uncomfortable situations” 
has put them all to the test.

“Part of that is accepting 
that you don’t always 
know how to react,” added 
Johnson.

“Working with the system 
is a pain in the ass, but most 
definitely worthwhile,” 
Jaramillo continued.

Johnson summarized 
“certain setbacks beyond 
our control,” continuing, 
“not being able to fix them—
institutional problems and 
so forth—is what is most 
frustrating.”

Each CES emphasized 
the prioritization, time 
management, and 
administrative skills that 
their roles require on top of 
“being confident, tough, but 
willing to listen,” as Johnson 
added.  

“It’s important to exit the 
K bubble and see or interact 
with what we hear and read 
about,” Kozal said about the 
CES work’s relationship with 
social justice.

“There is so much 
working against these 
youth,” Jaramillo said. “It is 
such a complex thing, but 
you can’t let that stop you.”

Kozal expressed that 
knowing she “can take two 
hours from [her] day to help 
and tutor math is a starting 
point.”

“We have the vocabulary 
to talk about [the problems] 
but not the experience to fix 
it,” added Johnson.

“Theory is great, but if 
there is no practice, then 
what is theory worth?” 
Jaramillo said.

Applications for 2016-
2017 Civic Engagement 
Scholars can be found at 
https://reason.kzoo.edu/
servicelearning/ces/apply/ 
and are open until April 6.

The Heroics of Marthe Cohn

On March 31, Marthe 
Cohn, a 95 year-old WWII 
veteran told her story 
on Western Michigan 
University’s campus. Cohn 
was a member of the French 
Army as a spy who infiltrated 
the Nazi front lines to gain 
information for the Allies. 
In her position, she enabled 
the Allies to more quickly 
defeat Nazi Germany.

At first, Cohn remained 
quiet about her exploits 
as a French Jewish Spy in 
Nazi Germany. “I was a 
very unlikely spy,” Cohn 
commented. But with her 
novel Behind Enemy Lines 
and the numerous awards 
she has received, her story 
is becoming more widely 
known.

To begin the event, a video 
was shown to summarize 
Cohn’s journey. Cohn 
was born in 1920 in Metz, 
France, which is near the 

DELANEY FORDELL
news editor

A WWII Jewish spy 
speaks at Western

border of Germany in the 
region of Alsace-Lorraine. 
When the northern half 
of France came under the 
influence of Nazi Germany, 
Cohn’s family fled to the 
south of France where Cohn 
attended nursing school.

Before moving further 
into her story, Cohn 
honored her sister’s memory 
by telling her story too. 
Cohn’s sister, Stephanie, was 
captured in June 1942 by the 
SiPo, which Cohn explained 
was a Nazi police force. 
They suspected Stephanie 
of aiding the resistance and 
sent her first to prison and 
then to a concentration 
camp where she, with her 
previous medical education, 
cared for the children. Thus 
when Cohn’s family tried to 
help her escape, she declined 
for she felt it was her duty to 
stay and help. She was then 
transferred to Auschwitz 
and was never heard from 
again.

Cohn worked in Paris 
under a false identification 
until the Allies liberated 
France. Then Cohn joined 
the French Army as a nurse 

in 1944 but was moved 
into Intelligence after the 
Army learned that she 
could speak fluent German. 
Cohn explained that she 
was told she was being put 
in social work. She was sent 
to infiltrate the front lines of 
the Nazi’s under the cover of 
a German nurse looking for 
her Nazi fiancé. She was able 
to bring back information 
to the Allies that allowed 
them to know the Nazi’s 
movements and plans.

“It was really cool that 
at 95, Marthe was still 
able to share her story so 
eloquently...Hearing stories 
about her family taking 
action against injustice, 
particularly women such 
as her sister in such brutal 
circumstances was really 
powerful,” Jessica Paul K’16 
said after the event.

Interested in writing, photography, or layout? Come to Hicks 116 Monday at 5 p.m.! 
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Faculty Staff Yoga Rejuvenates 
Employee Work Environment

A handful of Kalamazoo 
College staff and faculty 
members spend their lunch 
hour reconnecting with their 
bodies and minds through 
the practice of yoga. The 
Faculty Staff  Yoga program 
welcomes employees of all 
levels of experience for an 
hour of restorative postures 
every Monday, Wednesday, 
and Friday in various locations 
on campus.  

“There’s a regenerative 
sense. You go back to your 
office more relaxed, more 
energized. You can refocus 
on the afternoon,” Pam 
Sotherland, Program and Data 
Manager for the CCPD and 
yoga participant, said.  

The yoga classes are offered 
at noon as a break in the 
employee work day.  

“Many of us spend a lot 
of our time at a desk. The 
fact that you can get up at 
noon and stretch your body 
and return to the desk more 

posture correct helps us 
remain focused and get our 
work done,” said Eric Staab, 
the Dean of Admission and 
Financial Aid and another 
yoga program participant.  

In addition to reducing 
stress, the program offers 
an opportunity to improve 
strength, flexibility, energy, 
and employee camaraderie, 
said Ken Wood, the college’s 
Fitness and Wellness Advisor.  

Wood manages the Faculty 
Staff Wellness Program that 
began in 2008, which is 
currently utilized by 30-40% 
of K employees. The program 
offers a variety of fitness 
classes as well as wellness 
assessments and coaching, 
a Weight Watchers program, 
and the Faculty Staff Gym.  

“In general, the fact that the 
college now offers wellness 
classes is wonderful. It really 
improves satisfaction in the 
workplace. It encourages self-
care during the middle of the 
day when you’re busy serving 
so many others,” Sotherland 
said.  

While the yoga program 
has struggled to find the most 
convenient times and locations 
to hold classes, many of these 

issues will be solved with 
the planned opening of the 
Fitness and Wellness Center 
in September 2016.  

The new building will offer 
dedicated space for fitness 
classes such as yoga and the 
larger workout floor space, 
which will be three to four 
times larger than the current 
Anderson gym, allows the 
potential for group training 
activities led by an instructor, 
said Wood.  

With the new facilities, 
Wood hopes to expand the 
wellness program in the future 
to include students as well as 
college employees.  

“It’s a personal goal of mine 
to at some point be able to 
expand the wellness program 
to include students because 
I think they would benefit 
just as much. Students have 
to deal with stress and sleep 
deprivation and not making 
the healthiest food choices,” 
Wood said.  

Wood hopes to one day 
offer students classes, group 
training, and a variety of 
wellness workshops, such 
as dietary, financial, and 
environmental wellness 
instruction.

meredith ashton
staff writer

Office Hours: Anna Swank
K’s Faculty and Staff take 
a break in the middle of

 their day for exercise

Faculty and Staff Yoga hopes to practice in the new Fitness and Wellness Center after its construction is
finalized. [Beatriz Feijoo / Index]

At the beginning of this 
academic year, Anna Swank 
became Kalamazoo College’s 
first Arabic language professor. 
Originally from St. Cloud, 
Minnesota, Swank is a native 
English speaker who went to 
college under the premise 
of studying French. It was 
not until studying abroad in 
France in 2003 that Swank 
befriended many Arab 
immigrants and realized that 
she had never before been 
exposed to such a large Middle 
Eastern population. She says 
she was rather taken aback by 
how little she knew about the 
Middle East.  

“I was in the process of 
confronting how many 
stereotypes I had, while 
considering myself to be a 
highly educated person about 
to graduate from college,” she 
said. “I had to confront this 
huge lacuna in my cultural 
understanding.” She says this 
ultimately led to her decision 
to study Arabic during her 
senior year of college.  

Upon graduating, Swank 

says she “fell in love” with the 
Arabic language and culture. 
She studied in Morocco for 
the summer of 2004. 

In the next decade, she 
obtained her Master’s Degree 
in Middle Eastern Studies at 
NYU, spent a year abroad in 
Egypt, and led several student 
tours of Syria, Palestine, and 
Jordan. She continued to travel 
to the Middle East every year 
until 2013, when she and her 
husband Dr. Beau Bothwell, 
Assistant Professor of Music at 
Kalamazoo College, welcomed 

their first child, their daughter 
Heron.  

When she’s not teaching 
Arabic, Swank enjoys teaching 
yoga, translating documents 
from Arabic into English 
for museums in the Middle 
East, and spending time with 
her daughter. She also plays 
the violin in the Kalamazoo 
Philharmonia. This summer, 
she and Beau plan to start 
a project translating the 
poetry and political writings 
of a friend from Arabic into 
English. 

ari raemont
contributor

K welcomes first Arabic 
professor

Swank and her daughter, Heron. [Photo courtesy of Anna Swank]

Although Dr. Jorge G. 
Gonzalez, Ph.D., was born 
in Monterrey, located in the 
northeast of Mexico, some 
of his earliest memories 
take place in East Lansing, 
Michigan. His father moved 
the family there for a year 
while getting his masters at 
Michigan State University 
(MSU).  

“[The memories] are mostly 
of the snow. I don’t remember 
the cold, I just remember the 
snow,” he said.  

Despite moving around a 
lot in his youth, Gonzalez 
eventually ended up back in 
Monterrey to study economics 
at the Monterrey Institue of 
Technology. During his junior 
year, he had the life changing 
opportunity to study abroad at 
University of Wisconsin—Eau 
Claire. There, he experienced 
a very different culture than 
what he was used to in Mexico, 
he said. 

“In America, I had trouble 
getting used to the personal 
space people needed,” 
Gonzalez said, “When I first 
arrived, people would be at 
arms length distance, and I 
would take a step forward 
to get closer, and they would 
step back, and then it’s almost 
like we’re dancing across a 
room...Eventually I learned 
that Americans need more 
space to relate to each other.”

After studying abroad, 
Gonzalez returned to 
Monterrey to finish his degree 
in economics. Originally, he 
had the goal of gaining a deeper 
understand of the policies 

of economics and become a 
politician, implement the right 
policies, and reduce poverty 
in Mexico.  

“Growing up in Mexico, 
you get to see a lot of poverty 
around. But, you also get to 
see the amount of resources 
in the country...by providing 
the right opportunities to the 
people, you’re going to be able 
to reduce poverty,” Gonzalez 
said.  

Soon, however, Gonzalez 
realized that in order to 
achieve this dream, he 
would need to get a Ph.D. 
He decided to return to the 
Midwest and attend MSU. 
There he enjoyed much success 
as well as meeting his wife, a 
1983 graduate of Kalamazoo 
College, and getting the 
opportunity during his fourth 
year to teach a class.  

“Once I taught a class, I just 
fell in love with it. I thought 
‘Really? People will pay me 
to do this for the rest of my 
life?’” Gonzalez decided 
that being a teacher seemed 
like an incredible life, and 
something that he wanted to 
pursue. When he got a job 
as an economics professor 
at Trinity University in San 
Antonio, Texas, he and his 
wife moved there and stayed 
for 21 years.   

While at Trinity, some of 
his favorite memories came 
from taking students abroad 
as much as possible. Often, he 
went with students for up to 
seven weeks, going everywhere 
from Mexico, to Europe, to 
Asia.  

Eventually, Gonzalez got 
the opportunity to participate 
in a Fellowship Program at 
Pomona College in Claremont, 
Calif. At Pomona, he shadowed 
the Dean and the President of 
the College, learning all there 
was to learn about running a 
school. While there, he also 

who really understand K in 
ways that I do not. I really 
need to listen to them and see 
why they do what they do the 
way they’re doing it. I need 
to see why they haven’t tried 
something [new]. Perhaps 
they’ve already tried it and 
it didn’t really work. So, my 
first order of business is to 
connect with the community...
and listen” 

Dr. Jorge Gonzalez feels 
very fortunate to be the next 
president of Kalamazoo 
College, because he feels as 
though it is a place that shares 
his values perfectly.  

“I am very excited to become 
the leader to this institution,” 
he said, “and make students 
even prouder to be a part of it.” 

got the chance to meet current 
K President Eileen Wilson-
Oyelaran, a Pomona alumna.  

After  gett ing that 
experience, he took on a new 
title as Special Assistant to 
the President back at Trinity 
until getting an offer from 
Occidental College in Los 
Angeles, Calif. to be their Vice 
President of Organic Affairs, 
a position he has held for the 
past six years. Gonzalez has 
loved his time at Occidental, 
with his only regret being that 
he was not in the classroom.  

However, he once got 
the opportunity to teach an 
economics class for a month.  

“When I walked into the 
building where the classroom 
was, I felt like I was entering a 
church,” Gonzalez said. “That 
feeling of belonging and peace 
is exactly how I felt when 
entering the building.”

Dr. Gonzalez does not 
expect that he will have to 
opportunity to teach a class 
while at K, but he would 
like to somehow get into the 
classrooms.  

“I’m inviting all faculty and 
student groups who want me 
to teach about anything, invite 
me because I would be glad to 
be a guest lecturer in classes,” 
he said enthusiastically. 

Although Gonzalez thought 
he would stay at Occidental 
until his retirement, when he 
learned of the opportunity at 
Kalamazoo College he felt that 
he could not turn it down.  

“It almost seems like all 
my life I’ve been preparing 
to be president of Kalamazoo 
College,” he said.  

One of Gonzalez’s main 
goals at K is to make himself 
accessible to students, giving 
them as many opportunities 
as possible to meet with 
him personally.  “Whether 
it’s through office hours, or 
having a different group to 

come to my house for coffee, 
even though I don’t drink 
coffee, so we can talk about 
issues going on on campus.”              

He even plans on sometimes 
going to the cafeteria for 
dinner unannounced, and 
sitting with different students 
to have conversations. 

“They might say ‘oh, we 
don’t want to talk to you, we 
have to talk about our paper!’ 
Well, I’m here now so you have 
to talk to me,” Gonzalez joked.  

Although it seems as if 
Gonzalez has led a very busy 
life, he has still managed to 
find time for family, friends, 
and sports. Gonzalez has two 
children, a daughter and a 
son. His daughter recently 
graduated from University 
of Southern California and 
is working in commercial 
real estate, while his son is 
in his sophomore year at Rice 
University in Houston, Texas.  

His children have been 
coming to Michigan every 
summer their whole lives to 
visit their mother’s side of the 
family, who are still located in 
Kalamazoo, and are intrigued 
that their parents are making 
the move. His wife, Suzie 
Gonzalez, is also excited to 
be back to her Alma Mater. 
Their only concern about 
moving back to the Midwest 
is the weather.  

“We’re not sure how we’re 
going to handle it,” he said, 
noting that he will be lucky 
to live so close to his office.  

Another one of Gonzalez’s 
biggest passions is soccer, 
which he refers to as “real 
football.” He has been 
passionate about the sport 
since he was a kid, and would 
attend games every two weeks 
with his father in Mexico. 
He has tried playing himself, 
but has found that he was 
not gifted with the skill the 

sport takes. 
“Real football” also gives 

Gonzalez opportunities to 
travel, since he has been to 
every world cup Mexico has 
been in since 1986. Gonzalez 
feels that travel can change 
people in “extraordinary 
ways,” and has been to every 
continent except Australia 
and Antarctica.  

“My passport starts itching 
if it doesn’t get stamped every 
six months at least,” he said. 

In the little free time that 
he has left, Gonzalez loves to 
watch shows on Netflix and 
Amazon Prime.  

Gonzalez will begin his 
position at K on July 1, and 
his first order of business is to 
go on a listening tour around 
the campus.  

“There are people here 

President Elect Dr. Jorge Gonzalez Shares His Story

katie schmitz
co-editor-in-chief

The soccer enthusiast 
discusses his childhood, 
study abroad experience, 
family, and his plans for 
his arrival to K College 

Dr. Gonzalez says his favorite experience at K thus far was the presidential 
announcement and the warmth he felt in that room. [Keith Mumba Photography]



OpiniOns PAGE 4 6 APRIL 2016

The Index
The Student-Run Paper of 

Kalamazoo College Since 1877

1200 Academy St.
Kalamazoo, MI 48306

index@kzoo.edu

The opinions expressed herein are solely the works of their authors and do not necessarily constitute the official position of 
The Index. Letters to the editor are welcome, but may be edited for length, grammar and libel.  Please direct submissions to 

our email: index@kzoo.edu. For our complete editorial and submissions policy, please visit www.thekzooindex.com

Will that be cash, card, or munch 
money?

riley pizza
opinions editor

I often make the joke that 
I live in the coffee shop, and 
that’s pretty much true. I 
usually spend at least half 
my time on campus behind 
the bar or at the tables outside 
the book club. 

While that’s definitely 
helped my cappuccino-making 
skills, it’s also made me aware 
of how little things customers 
do can really make or break 
a coffee shop rush. 

I’m writing this so that 
everyone who comes into 
the coffee shop and loves their 
baristas can do their part to 
make our shift go smoothly. 

First things first, our credit 
card machine is slow. It’s so 
incredibly slow that, in the 
time it takes me to run your 
card, I could have processed 
two or three cash or munch 
money orders. 

Not only does this slow me 

down, but it really slows you 
down, especially when you 
just want to get a coffee refill. 

That said, I totally 
understand that carrying cash 
around can be tough. Luckily, 
there’s a solution: K cash! 

It’s essentially munch 
money you can get without 
an attached meal plan. You can 
refill it whenever it gets low, so 
you don’t have to worry about 
running out mid-quarter, and 
it’s tax free! You’ll be saving 
money and cutting your wait 
time dramatically. 

Another thing is please 
put your cellphones and 
headphones away when you 
are ordering, this includes 
texting as well. Not only 
is it common courtesy, but 
it’s frustrating when we are 
trying to talk to you and you’re 
invested in your music or other 
conversation. 

Next, frozen drinks take 
more time to make than hot 
drinks. Please do not ask for 
a frozen hot chocolate and 
expect to be in and out before 
class starts. Especially as 
the warm weather convinces 

everyone that a frozen drink 
is necessary, the time between 
when you order and when you 
receive your drink is going to 
get longer.  

Please be patient with us, 
we are working as fast as we 
can, I promise.

Also, when our espresso 
machine breaks down, we 
can’t make you lattes or hot 
chocolates. Please don’t 
complain in the coffee shop 
about it, even if you’re joking. 
Odds are we are already 
incredibly frustrated and tired 
of hearing about it.

Instead, order a coffee and 
say thank you, we’d really 
appreciate it. 

Finally, tip your baristas. 
We are broke college students 
just like you that are trying 
to make ends meet. My tips 
go directly to my grocery 
budget. Even if it’s just the 
twelve cents of change I just 
gave you, everything adds up 
in the end.  

Hope that these little tidbits 
reach you, lovely caffeine-
loving students, and you 
choose to help a barista out.

Tips on how to 
streamline your coffee 
service from a barista

S3A    2015-2016 
sexual safety & support alliance

http://reason.kzoo.edu/counseling/s3a/f /s3akzoo @S3AKzoo

In the Cavern, under the Chapel. Call any member any time, and/or drop in to cavern hours.
CAVERN HOURS

winter 2016

*schedule subject to change.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

7:00pm 
-

 8:00pm

8:00pm 
-

 9:00pm

Karen Ceballos-Pineda

k14kc01
310/706-7429

Mireya Guzmán-Ortíz

k13mg01
503/269-5791

Sarah Woods

k12sw01
414/248-9545

Isabelle Ciaramitaro

k12ic01
816/803-7437

Bianca Delgado

k13bd01
773/816-6858

Fiona Evans

k12fe01
917/575-1413

Maddie Grau

k12mg04
608/698-5881

Will Gribbin

k12wg01
616/648-6577

Ellie Grossman

k14eg01
616/204-8230


































Want to get paid while you help positively impact the lives 
of K students? 

Want an experience that will give you on-the-job skills that 
can transfer to a variety of settings? 

 

Apply to be an OSI Intern for the 2016-2017 year!  

 

Applications are now being accepted for Programming and Marketing Interns. The OSI Interns are an 
integral part of the OSI office and have hands-on experience with event planning and management, 

marketing, assessment, and more.  

Applications are due TODAY, April 6th. 

Visit this link for more information including timelines and job descriptions: 
https://reason.kzoo.edu/studentactivities/jobs/involvementinterns/ 

	

[Cartoon by Rachel Dranoff] 
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On the afternoon of Sunday, 
April 3, 12 years after starting 
to play clarinet, Ally Szeles 
K’16 performed four works 
for her Senior Individualized 
Project.  

“[When I first started 
playing] I was wondering if 
it sounded like Squidward 
playing it,” Szeles said. “I didn’t 
really like it and my mom 
made me practice a half hour 
every day, but once I started 
sounding good, I wanted to 
practice on my own and it 
just kind of grew from there. 
I love practicing and playing, 
and it’s a huge stress reliever 
and I love the sound.”

Szeles’ SIP was inspired by 
her study abroad experience 
in Cáceres, Spain. The focus of 
her SIP was Spanish influences 

Spanish Musings SIP 

Ally Szeles K’16

in the music, being able to 
perform the pieces and 
arranging the performance 
herself. She said she picked 
material that was close to her 
heart.  

The first piece she played 
was “Hommage á Falla” by 
Béla Kovács. Szeles feels most 
personally connected to this 
piece, as she was born the same 
year the piece was composed, 
and it was composed by a 
Hungarian composer, and her 
family is Hungarian. 

Her second piece was 
“Sonata for Clarinet and 
Piano” by Lenard Bernstein. 
Although the composer is 
American, the piece has Cuban 
influences from the Key West. 
Her piano accompanist, Susan 
Lawrence, joined her for this 
and the remaining piece.  

Her third piece was the 
“Sonata for Clarinet and 
Piano” by Carlos Guastavino, 
and her fourth was “Capricho 
Pintoresco Op. 41” by Miguel 

maryclare colombo
staff writer 

Yuste, a commonly taught 
piece for clarinets in Spain. 

Szeles did not start as a 
music major. Hailing from a 
family of science majors, Szeles 
began at Kalamazoo College 
on the pre-med track, and 
after many changes, wound 
up majoring in music when 
she realized sciences were not 
something she wanted to do 
for the rest of her life. She said 
she was much happier once 

she was majoring in music. 
Last December, Szeles found 

out she had carpal tunnel 
from playing too much and 
from stretching her hands 
for the piano. This limited 
her previous practice times 
of 3-7 hours a day to half an 
hour every other day or every 
two days. 

“I had to finagle ways to 
play with keeping good form. 
I blame piano for the injuries 
from stretching my hands.” 
Szeles said it was “probably 
clarinet that exaggerated it, 
but piano that started it.”

Szeles had to prepare for 
six graduate school auditions 
and plan out when she could 
practice.  

Szeles has been accepted to 
graduate school.  

“I would ideally love to be 
teaching my own studio of 
clarinets,” Szeles said. “I love 
teaching kids and beginners. 
I would love to be auditioning 
[for] different musical groups. 

I wouldn’t mind doing 
something [as a] volunteer 
again like the Kids in Tune 
program in Kalamazoo. I don’t 
know where I’ll end up yet.”

Szeles has volunteered for a 
program in Kalamazoo called 
Kids in Tune, a program from 
the Kalamazoo Symphony 
Orchestra that offers music 
lessons to those who might not 
be able to afford it otherwise.  

The Latino Student Organization (LSO) held an event as part of OSI’ First 
Fridays 

on April 1st during which students could take dance lessons 
with a salsa instructor from Blue Dolphin dance club and enjoy tamales from 

local Mexican restaurant El Gallo Blanco

Photos by Beatriz Feijoo   

Dance Lessons and Tamales 

Art Hop Welcomes 
Spring Quarter  

The Season’ s first Art 
Hop attracts hibernating 
art lovers to downtown 

Kalamazoo 

Spring’ s first Art Hop, held 
last Friday April 1, drew a 
larger crowd than cooler 
winter months this year and 
featured both artists who have 
previously showcased their 
work at Art Hop and artists 
new to the Art Hop scene.  

One artist featured who 
is familiar to Art Hop was 
Cathy Germay, a painter and 
resident of Portage who has 
her own studio in the Park 
Trades Center in Kalamazoo 
and is open to the public on 
the first Friday of every month 
during Art Hop. According to 
her website, Germay’ s work 
is “a response to an illness 
that resulted in the removal 
of a portion of her lung and 
constant, chronic pain.” Much 
of her work is painted in a 

elise houcek
a&e editor 

Painting by Linda Manguiat-Herzog featured at Art Hop. [Provided by Julia 
Koreman]

Photo of “Cornelius,” titled “My 
Poetry Is My Resistance,” taken 
by Kaitlin Martin. “Resistance to 
me means living in the face of 
microaggressions and systemic 
racism. Resistance looks like artists 
who provide a voice,” Cornelius 
says. [Provided by Julia Koreman]

Painting by Cathy Germay, The Daughter of Frida Kahlo, featured at 
Art Hop.  [Provided by Julia Koreman]

style that recalls the artist 
Frida Kahlo, as Germay feels 
she relates to Kahlo’ s own 
struggles with illness and pain.  

Linda Manguiat-Herzog is 
another painter whose work 
can be viewed every month at 
the Park Trades Center during 
Art Hop. Manguiat-Herzog’ 
s work has been shown in 
Kalamazoo’ s City Hall and in 
Bronson Methodist Hospital. 
Manguiat-Herzog has also 
shown her work for a number 
of years at ArtPrize. According 
to the artist description on the 
ArtPrize website, Manguiat-
Herzog’ s work “celebrates 
the use of vibrant colors, and 
encompass a range in subjects 
from landscapes, seascapes 
and still lifes, to figures and 
abstracts.”

P h ot o g r ap h e r  a n d 
Communities In Schools 
Vo l u n t e e r  S e r v i c e s 
Coordinator Kaitlin LaMoine 
Martin was behind the lens of 
My Existence Is Resistance, 
anexhibit new to the galleries 
of Art Hop, which was sparked 
by “a curiosity about the 

“Kids to have a place to 
take out stressful emotions,” 
Szeles said.  

“Music is a huge stress 
reliever for me, and everybody 
enjoys music,” she said. “I don’t 
know what we’d do without 
music, honestly. Everything 
would be so much more 
boring. It’s a wonderful activity 
to do with other people.” 

different ways Black people 
resist various systems of 
oppression,” as stated in the 
artist statement. The collection 
features photographs of people 
from the Kalamazoo area 
alongside their responses to 
the questions “What does 
resistance mean to you?, What 
does it look like?, What are 
you resisting?, and How does 
(whatever you listed) help you 
to resist?”

“This project is one action 
toward truth. It is both 
celebration and exploration 
of the diverse ways Black 
people resist systems of white 
supremacy and dominance,” 
Martin’ s statement says. 
“Each subject challenges the 
camera in some way and offers 
a demand to be seen, to be 
heard, to be counted. These 
photos say, ‘ I am here, I am 
living, I exist.’”

Senior draws influnece 
from study abroad in 
Cáceres, Spain for SIP
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Kozal Earns MIAA Honors 

Dynamic scorer Emily Kozal 
K’ 18 was announced as a 
member of the All-MIAA men’ 
s basketball second team on 
February 26th. The honor came 
after a season where Kozal 
led the conference in points 
per game and led her team in 
3-point shooting percentage. 

“Emily is very committed 
to improving her basketball 
skills, and also commits to 
running, lifting, and all the 
boring stuff off the court as 
well,” said teammate Grace 
Smith K’ 17. Her off the court 
work and excellent preparation 
were evident throughout the 
season as she put on spectacular 
performance after spectacular 
performance. Kozal put up a 
career high 29 points on 10-14 
shooting on January 9th as 
she led the Hornets to a 73-69 
victory over Alma.  

Kozal was a spectacle to watch all season as she made shot after shot, 3 
after 3. [Provided by Herbert Todd]

“The game against Alma, 
Grace and I just looked at each 
other and asked ‘ what is going 
on’  as we watched Emily make 
pretty much everything” said 
teammate Dani Simon K’ 18. 
This was a common theme 
throughout the season as Emily 
actually had a streak of four 
straight games where she put 
up 20 or more points.  

A lot of Kozal’ s success 
comes not just from her 
ridiculously high talent level 
but also her incredible work 
ethic. “She definitely has a 
great work ethic, she’ s always 
shooting after practice and is 
also always willing to help out 
teammates,” Simon said. Kozal’ 
s commitment to the sport, her 
teammates, and her academics 
is something that encapsulates 
what every Kalamazoo College 
Student Athlete strives to be.  

She puts up great numbers 
on and off the court, earning 
All-MIAA Second Team this 
season and MIAA Academic 

Honor Roll last year. All of 
these individual awards and 
success are not what defines 
Kozal though; her teammates 
make that abundantly clear.  

“She’s a great teammate 
because she’ s truly a great 
person. She’ s always smiling, 
very inviting,”Smith said. “She 
is someone who really helps 
our team. She’ s not flashy or 
arrogant; we all share the great 
experience together when she 
shoots lights out.”

Her humbleness, work ethic, 
and genuine sincerity are just 
some of the many qualities 

Baseball and Softball Travel 
to Florida Over Break 

nicholas marsh
sports editor

Emily Kozal K’ 18 earns All-MIAA Second Team and Scoring Champion 
after a strong season for the Hornets

that make Kozal not only one 
of Kalamazoo College’ s elite, 
but also one of the MIAA’ s 
elite. She is the first Kalamazoo 
College Basketball player to 
win MIAA scoring champion 
since Mark Ghafari K’ 14 did 
it for the men in 2014. 

The team, coaching staff, 
and athletic department are 
clearly proud of Kozal and 
very thankful for having her on 
this team. A lot of excitement 
exists around herself and the 
women’ s basketball  team for 
next season.  

Tennis Spring 
Break Recap

Over spring break the 
Kalamazoo College Men’s 
Tennis team travelled south for 
non-conference competition. 
They began in Tennessee with 
two matches at Rhodes College, 
playing against Rhodes and 
West Alabama. The team 
then travelled farther south 
to Atlanta to compete against 
Emory College and Oglethorpe.  

The Hornets won both 
matches in Tennessee in the 
same day, defeating Rhodes 
7-2, followed by a victory over 
West Alabama 5-4. Against 
Rhodes, K won all three 
doubles matches (8-4, 9-7, and 
8-4). The later match was a 
bit closer for the Hornets, but 
they pulled out a 5-4 victory to 
complete the sweep of the day. 

In Atlanta, the Hornets were 
victorious again on day one, 
defeating Oglethorpe 7-2. The 
next day the Hornets squared 
off against #1 Nationally 
Ranked Emory College. Despite 
dropping all three doubles 
matches the Hornets stayed 
competitive against the top 
ranked Eagles. Juniors Brandon 
Metzler and Eric De Witt led 
the way with victories. First-
year Allen Vinson also claimed 
victory in his singles match. 

Returning back to the 
Midwest at the end of spring 
break, the Hornets defeated 
Wabash 7-2, again sweeping 
the three doubles matches. 

The Hornet women’s team 
also travelled south for spring 
break. They travelled to Texas 
where they faced off against 
Texas Lutheran, Trinity, and 
Texas-Tyler. Despite winning 
their first match 5-4 against 
Texas Lutheran, the women fell 
in their remaining two matches 
9-0, 9-0.  

Following their return to the 
Midwest after spring break, 
the women participated in the 
Midwest Invitational hosted in 
Madison, Wis. The Hornets 
fell in their first match 6-3 to 
Carthage. In the match doubles 
pair Sarah Woods K’16 and 
Sabrina Dass K’17 won 8-1 at 
one doubles. Carthage went on 
to win four of the six singles 
matches and take the victory 
overall. 

The women also fell to 
dreaded rival Hope at the 
Invitational, falling 5-1. Hope 
won two of the three doubles 
matches and then won three 
singles matches to complete 
the assured victory. At the 
time the match ended, Woods 
and Maria Franco K’18 were 
leading their respective singles 
matches. 

The Hornets finished their 
weekend against Augustana 
College on Saturday falling 5-4. 
They went down early, only 
winning one doubles match 
and just couldn’t gain enough 
ground in singles to claim 
the victory. Woods, Dass and 
Franco all won their respective 
singles matches.  

nicholas marsh
sports editor

koji vroom
staff writer

Baseball 

The baseball team played 
six games in seven days in the 
sunshine state, finishing with a 
3-2-1 record, and a 35-24 run-
differential.  

The Hornets started off 
the trip with red hot bats 
and strong pitching, cruising 
to a 13-3 victory over Knox 
College. All of the Hornets’ 
starters had at least one hit in 
the game, combining for 12 
total for the game.Sophomore 
Connor Grant led the way with 
2 hits and also added a team-
high four RBIs. Senior Dylan 
Pierce held down the fort on 
the mound, tossing six strong 
innings, allowing only three 
runs. 

Kalamazoo’s bats were not 
as alive in the next game, 

notching only six hits, but three 
early runs proved enough for 
the Hornets and sophomore 
pitcher Ryan Orr. Orr stranded 
10 hits over six innings of 
work, allowing only 2 runs. 
A pair of sophomores Brandon 
DeFore and Joe Giacalone, 
and junior Steve Simmons 
worked the remaining three 
scoreless innings to preserve 
a 3-2 Hornet victory. 

After a tie due to weather 
and two defeats, the Hornets 
returned to their winning 
form on the last day of the 
trip against New Paltz State. 
They rolled to an 8-2 victory. 
Juniors Ian Kobernick and Brett 
Garwood both provided two 
hits as the team notched 10 
total. Eight runs were plenty 
for first year pitcher Connor 
Young, who worked seven 

Softball 

The Hornet softball team 
had an even busier schedule 
in Florida than the men. They 
played nine games in six days, 
including four double headers. 
The team came home with a 
2-7 record on the trip. 

In the team’s first victory 
of the season, the Hornets 
defeated Washington and 

Jefferson 2-1 behind a strong 
pitching performance from 
junior Erin DuRoss. She 
pitched a complete game, 
allowing only the one run, 
one hit, and striking out five to 
earn the win. Despite DuRoss 
not having much run support 
at any point on the mound, 
the Hornets bats came alive in 
the bottom of the 7th inning. 
They got extra base hits from 
first year Hayleigh Alamo and 
sophomore Lia Evangelista. 
Evangelista’s triple gave the 

Hornets the walk-off win. 
The Hornets’ bats were 

much more awake in the 
team’s second victory of the 
trip, collecting 12 hits, and 
at least one from seven of the 
nine starters. This time they 
started early with the scoring, 
getting out to a 6-0 lead before 
a Worcester State home run 
ended the shutout bid. The two 
runs from the homer would be 
all the Hornets would allow, 
cruising in the end to a 9-2 win. 

Sophomore shortstop Izzy 

koji vroom
staff writer

strong innings, allowing only 
one run. 

The Hornets had a quick 
turn around after returning 
home, with two double-headers 
against Albion to begin the 
MIAA season. The short rest 
did not affect the team though, 
as they rolled to a four game 
sweep of the Britons (8-1, 8-5, 
7-6 in 12 innings, and 8-3). 

For his performances against 
Albion over the weekend and 
thelast two games in Florida, 
junior third baseman Jack 
Clark was named MIAA 
position player of the week. 
Over the six game span Clark 
was on fire. He hit for a .471 
average with an OBP of .690, 
while also flashing the leather 
in the field with no errors for 
the week. 

Kirck said, “Florida was a 
really good experience for us, 
we played some really tough 
competition, and competing 
with them showed us the 
potential of our team for this 
season.”

Much like the baseball team, 
the softball team has also 
seen success since returning 
home, recording 11-3 and 8-1 
victories over North Park and 
Cornerstone respectively.

The softball team poses for a team picture following a fun trip down to the Sunshine State. [Provided by Izzy Kirck]

First year Connor Young impressed with a strong  pitching performance for the Hornets down in Florida. [Provid-
ed by Mitch VanKoevering]

Women’s TennisMen’s Tennis
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Where Does Our Money Go?

On April 7, Kalamazoo 
College’s Vice President 
of Business and Finance 
Jim Prince presented the 
breakdown of the College’s 
revenue sources, expenses, 
and constraints at the annual 
Financial Forum.              

In early March, the 
College announced a 4.25 
percent increase in the 
comprehensive fee for the 
2016-2017 school year. 
Jazzilyn Dubois K’17, 
Jasmine Kyon K’17, and 
Andrew Laverenz K’17 are 
the student representatives 

MARYCLARE COLOMBO
staff writer

Financial forum 
provides answers but 
some students want 

more

Jim Prince speaks at the Financial Forum. [Van Forsman / Index]
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for finance-related Board 
of Trustees committees. 
They organized this forum 
to focus on where tuition 
money goes.

The forum presentation 
included charts of revenue 
and expenses within K’s $46-
47 million operating budget. 
“[We need to think about] 
what are the strategic issues 
that we need to accomplish 
so the students have the 
best possible education 
they can—what’s the cost of 
that?” Prince said.

Tuition is reduced by 
an unfunded discount, 
meaning K forfeits 50 
percent of tuition revenue. 
It also means no student 
pays the sticker price for the 
comprehensive fee.

According to Prince, 
deciding the comprehensive 
fee process begins in the fall 

when the school looks at 
assumptions and the budget. 
They meet with the Finance 
Committee in October, 
again around late November 
with updated data, and 
for a third time in January 
to make a tuition rate 
proposal. In February, the 
Finance Committee makes 
a recommendation to the 
Executive Committee, who 
finalizes the comprehensive 
fee and sends it to the 
Admissions office to package 
financial aid awards.

The CCPD’s 2015 first-
destination survey data 
showed that 76 percent 
of students have jobs and 
13 percent are enrolled 
in graduate schools after 
graduation.

“It speaks to the quality 
of education that K is 
providing,” Prince said. “The 

educational experience is 
primarily because of the 
faculty, but it is also because 
of the experiences we 
involve you in, whether it be 
in study abroad, the work in 
the community for service  
learning, the SIPs that you 

do.”
Students raised questions 

about divestment, to which 
Prince said students could 
petition if they are not 
satisfied with the current 
divestment state. When 
compared to a public 

university, the Dean of 
Admissions and Financial 
Aid Eric Staab noted the 
differences in the classroom 

K College Announces It 
Will Not Divest

The President’s Staff 
announced in April that 
Kalamazoo College would 
not divest from fossil fuels 
at the present moment 
and the Investment 
Committee will look for 
new fossil-free methodsthat 
are in accordance with 
the College’ s long-term 
investment guidelines. The 
Kalamazoo College Socially 
Responsible Investment 
Advisory Committee 
(SRIAC) stated complete 
fossil fuel divestment would 
cause the material break 
down of combined funds, 
which isn’t in line with the 
fourth principle outlined 
in the “Guiding Principles 
for Consideration of 
Divestment”.

Michael Wollenberg, 
biology professor at K 
College, is a member of 
SRIAC and stated that he 
joined SRIAC to uphold 
the mission of Kalamazoo 
College, serve as a 
member of the Kalamazoo 
community as well as an 
institutional investor.

“In the spring, SRIAC will 
meet to continue an ongoing 
discussion the committee’s 
guiding principles as 
articulated by the Board of 
Trustees. SRIAC will also 
meet to discuss any new 
divestment petitions that are 
put forward,” Wollenberg 
said.

Since SRIAC is a 
consultative board to the 
President and the Board’s 
Investment Committee, the 
divestment petitions that are 
presented to the committee 

SRIAC continues to 
work for divestment

JANAY JOHNSON
contributor

JANELLE GRANT
contributor

will govern the course of 
action for the future.

Wollenberg understands 
the importance of SRIAC as 
an integral part of the global 
conservation movement in 
the K community. “I am a 
young faculty member who 
aspires to be a part of the K 
community for a long time...
If there is one thing that I’ve 
begun to appreciate in my 
short time as a scientist, it 
is that I often have a lot to 
learn about nature, other 
people, and life in general,” 
Wollenberg said.

Noah Bramlage K‘17, 
who held an internship at 
the European Parliament 
while on study abroad, 
specifically the Committee 
on Development, used his 
experience to formulate an 
opinion on Divest K College.

According to Bramlage, 
it is evident that the 
College supports efforts for 
composting and recycling, 
but when putting forth 
money is necessary, the 
importance and support 
for environmental issues 
becomes less important.

“By actively choosing 
profits over environmental 
concerns on campus shows 
a callous disregard for the 
campus’ environmental 
wellbeing which will hurt 
future students,” Bramlage 
said. He advocates for 
Divest K College because 
the environment, and 
consequently, K’ s campus 
will be less poisoned.

Bramlage understands 
that there will not be an 
immediate return on the 
investment, but complete 
divestment from fossil 
fuels will, in the long-term, 
benefit campus. “The benefit 
is that K will be contributing 
to the end of an industry 
that is poisoning our planet, 
environment, and campus.”

How to Get Involved in the Peace Corps

Regional Recruiter for 
the Peace Corps Bryce 
Rinkenberger hosted an 
information session entitled 
“Launching Your Career 
with the Peace Corps” for 
Kalamazoo College students 
interested in Peace Corps 
service after graduation at 
the CCPD’s Career Expo last 
Wednesday.

“K students come into the 
Peace Corps with a pedigree 
because they’re coming 
from an institution that has 
a reputation of producing 
high quality volunteers,” 
Rinkenberger said.

K is currently number 14 
on the list of small colleges 

Peace Corps holds 
information session at 

Career Expo

MEREDITH ASHTON
staff writer

providing Peace Corps 
volunteers based on the 
percentage of the student 
body engaged in service.

Rinkenberger, who served 
as a Peace Corps agricultural 
volunteer in Paraguay, 
presented the numerous 
benefits volunteers receive 
both during and after their 
27 months of service. While 
serving, volunteers get a 
living stipend, coverage for 
medical expenses, vacation 
days, and student loan 
assistance in addition to 
valuable life experiences, 
said Rinkenberger.

“I worked with a health 
volunteer who also taught 
pregnant women yoga 
on Saturday mornings. 
There’s so much about the 
Peace Corps that’s about 
identifying a need and 
presenting options to help,” 
Rinkenberger said.

There are also many career 
benefits after serving in the 
Peace Corps. Volunteers 
have non-competitive 
eligibility for jobs in the 
State Department as they 
can apply for positions as a 
prior government employee. 
The Peace Corps also 
provides a great networking 
opportunity for finding 

future jobs, as volunteers 
meet with many NGOs and 
other organizations while 
serving. There are also Peace 
Corps programs that aid 
with the cost of graduate 
school or allow volunteers to 
work in the service and earn 
credit towards their degrees 

Prudential Financial Services Manager Gives 
Presentation Alongside Recruiting Expo

On Wednesday, April 6, 
Kalamazoo College’s Center 
for Career and Professional 
Development hosted 
their Spring Recruiting 
Expo, which additionally 
featured a presentation 
entitled “From Backpacks 
to Briefcase: Managing 
the Transition”. Given 
by Prudential Financial 
Services Manager Mary 
Ryan, the event centered 
on information that aimed 
to be useful in entering the 
workforce.

Ryan does the majority 
of the hiring in her position 

How to transition into 
the workplace

DELANEY FORDELL
news editor

at Prudential Financial and 
thus shared what she looks 
for in applicants.

“First impressions are 
very important. You want 
to make sure you are well 
dressed, because that tells 
me [you are] conscientious...
it’s about etiquette and 
professionalism,” Ryan said.

“When you go in for 
an interview, [make sure 
to] look your best and 
[that] your social media is 
completely scrubbed,” Ryan 
said. In addition, she advised 
that the interviewee has a 
“good, solid handshake” and 
that they have thoroughly 
researched the company 
that they are interviewing 
for.

“That shows 
preparedness,” Ryan said.

During the presentation, 
Ryan expressed that 
including extracurricular 
activities within your 
resume is something that 
employers are especially 
interested in.

“Being a part of 
extracurriculars tells a lot 
about their character,” she 
added. Ryan asked the group 
to think about the kind of 
career that they want that’ll 
allow them to do things for 
themselves and their family.

“You don’t want a job, 
you want a career... [think 
about] why you get up in 
the morning and why does 
anyone care, you don’t 
want to be in a job that you 
hate,” Ryan said.  There are 
three questions that Ryan 
explained as the ones that 

her company asks during 
an interview. These include: 
“What is your perfect 
career? What have you done 
that is above and beyond 
yourself? And why should 
we hire you?” Ryan said.

“Go [into the 
interview] thinking of it 
as a conversation,” Ryan 
explained. According to her, 
this will make the process 
less stressful.

Natalie Schmitt K’17 
attended this presentation 
and found it very helpful. 
“[It was] actually interesting 
listening and hearing from 
someone in the hiring 
process. [It was] nice to 
hear generic advice from 
someone in that field,” 
Schmitt said.

Peace Corps Regional Recruiter gives presentation. [Robert Manor / Index]

MONEY on page 2

Jim Prince Speaks at financial forum.[Van Forsman / Index]
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PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Student athletes perform at the “Why We Play” community reflection on Friday, April 8. [Malak Ghazal / Index]
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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opportunity for finding 
future jobs, as volunteers 
meet with many NGOs and 
other organizations while 
serving. There are also Peace 
Corps programs that aid 
with the cost of graduate 
school or allow volunteers to 
work in the service and earn 
credit towards their degrees 
simultaneously.

“The Peace Corps is 
always enthusiastic about 
recruiting K students...they 
come to every Career Expo 
because they know that K 
students have had great 
experiences as part of their 
K plan that makes them 
potentially great volunteers,” 
said Joan Hawxhurst, the 
CCPD Director.

Since the establishment 
of the Peace Corps in 1961, 
288 K graduates have served 
internationally and nine 
alumni are volunteering 
currently, according to 
the article “K-Plan and 
the Peace Corps” on the K 
College website.

Opportunities Provided for Graduates and 
High School Students Alike

Among the many 
career fair events held last 
Wednesday, Bristol Day 
and Jacqueline Ruhland, co-
directors of the AdviseMI 
program of the Michigan 
College Access Network, 
held an informative session 
on a special job opportunity 
for graduates of Kalamazoo 
College.

Noting that only 38 percent 
of Michigan residents 
hold college degrees, the 
Michigan College Access 
Network seeks to assist 
more students in their work 
to “pursue postsecondary 
education” by “coordinating 
dialogue initiatives between 

The Michigan College 
Access Network connects 
recent college graduates 

with high school 
students to promote 

postsecondary education 
options

ANDREW PARSONS
staff writer

K-12 schools and higher 
education.”

The two co-directors 
addressed the fact that the 
state of Michigan had no 
“college agency,” a state body 
to promote the perusal of 
higher education in the 
state of Michigan, and 
students were “subsequently 
disadvantaged.”

The network emphasizes 
that “any postsecondary 
credential is important”—be 
it welding certification or 
an Associate’s Degree—but 
notes that “college is a public 
good” explained Ruhland.

Spread across Michigan 
are 40 “well-trained recently 
college graduates [who are] 
dedicated college advisers. 
[They] serve alongside 
existing school counselors 
as trained resources, 
mentors, and champions for 
higher education” describes 
a handout provided by the 
co-directors.

In addition to the 40 
advisers who MCAN 

supplies—hired from 
colleges all across the state—
Michigan State University 
contributes 31 and the 
University of Michigan 
another 12.

“High school students 
need a young fresh face to 
[spur them on]” Day said, 
with Ruhland continuing 
to explain that advisers are 
tasked with “changing the 
[school] culture” but aren’t 
responsible for anything 
“social-emotional.”

By acting solely as 
academic advisers to provide 
educational guidance 
to high school students, 
advisers complement high 
school counselors and 
meet one-on-one with 
students. Advisers rely on 
data tracking and analysis 
to demonstrate their 
effectiveness in motivating 
students to apply to and 
possibly later attend college.

Advisers become 
AmeriCorps members, 
granting them access to 

alumni resources, and 
receive double the normal 
AmeriCorps stipend, a 
financial encouragement 
for advisers to continue 
pursuing graduate school 
upon completion of their 
year with MCAN.

Students interested 
in filling this position 
or pursuing careers 
in education can find 
opportunities on www.
micollegeaccess.org.

AdviseMI co-directors speak about opportunities to K students. [Andrew Parsons / 
Index]

MONEY from page 1

experience and class sizes, 
as well as how out-of-pocket 
expenses are comparable; 
and room and board costs, 
which was said to be a 
critical part of the residential 

college experience.
Students can view 

financial statements on the 
Business Office’s website or 
contact Prince or Laverenz 
for more information.

Kieran Williams K’16 
left the Forum with many 

questions remaining, 
especially about K’s 
investments. “There were 
many student voices 
present with a wide range of 
concerns, and very limited 
time to address them,” 
Williams said. “I see the 

forum as a starting point for 
more open and democratic 
dialogue between the 
administration and the 
community about the 
finances of the school.”

Interested in writing, 
photography, or layout? 
Come to Hicks 116 Mon-

day at 5 p.m.!
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Learning Off Campus

This past March, four 
members of The Buzz-National 
Broadcasting Society (NBS) 
attended the NBS Convention 
in Burbank, Calif. NBS is a 
national organization whose 
mission is to prepare college 
students for careers in media.

Kaylah and Kylah Simmons 
K’17 attended the conference 
and found it beneficial to 
network with industry insiders 
as well as other students. The 
group got the opportunity to 
network with filmmaker John 
Davies K’75.

“One of the great benefits 
for me is meeting an alum in 
LA and learning about his 
experiences,” said Kylah. “The 
conference was a great way 
for us as a club to learn more 
about opportunities and bring 
that back to and tell other 
students about the conference 
who may be interested in the 
media field.”

At the time, funding for the 
conference was supplied by the 
Office of Student Involvement 
and the student activity fee, 
but a newly created Student 
Funding Board will allocate 
funds to student organizations. 
Starting next year, the SFB 
aims to approve all student 
organization funding in the 
fall. 

“It will make it a lot easier 
to know that we are using the 
budget responsibly and to give 
people as much money they 
need for their trip,” said the 
SFB Office Coordinator, Elyse 

Tuennerman K’18.
Student Organizations will 

be required to attend a training 
session which covers logistics 
planning.Through this the SFB 
hopes that organizations will 
understand why they may be 
turned away for funding.

“As far as funding goes, K 
is very generous, compared 
to a lot of other [Great Lakes 
Colleges Association] schools,” 
Tuennerman said. “A lot of 
other colleges require student 
organizations to come up with 
their entire budget for the 
following year in spring of 
the previous year, so we are 
much more generous.”

Currently all off-campus 
trips have to be planned a 
month in advance so OSI can 
schedule the right amount of 

staff support, as well as cut 
costly last-minute expenses. 
The only source of funding for 
these types of events is through 
the student activity fee, so 
a lot of stress is placed on 
SFB. Tuennerman encourages 
students to plan ahead in order 
to alleviate some of the stress 
for SFB and OSI.  

Kaylah says her experience 
was worthwhile,  and 
encourages other student 
organizations to apply for 
funding for conferences as 
well. 

 “I think everyone should 
go on conferences like this. 
It helps you prepare yourself 
for when it’s time to graduate,” 
Kaylah said.

viola brown
contributor

Olivia Gaines K’18, Outliving Leukemia

New Student Funding 
Board facilitates 

opportunities for StuOrgs

K College’s award for the National Broadcasting Society’s “Rookie Chapter of 
the Year.” [Photo provided by Kylah Simmons]

On March 31, Kalamazoo 
College held a blood drive 
in honor of Olivia Gaines 
K’18, who received a stem 
cell transplant on April 6th, 
giving her a long term shot to 
outlive a devastating diagnosis. 
This was the fifth blood drive 
nationwide in honor of Gaines. 
Sixty-five units of blood 
were generated at K, which 
can assist saving up to 195 
lives.  Additionally, 45 people 
registered to be on the national 
bone marrow registry.

Before her medical leave, 
Gaines was selected as a 
leader for the LandSea 
program. When Olivia started 
leadership training this past 
summer, she was honored to 
introduce eight incoming first-
years to outdoor culture. She 
believes the physically rigorous 

LandSea program caused 
her leukemia symptoms to 
manifest. Olivia’s participation 
in the LandSea program very 
likely saved her life.

“LandSea is great leadership 
training and it demonstrated 
to me that I am tough and 
ready to outlive the debilitating 
challenges presented by 
leukemia,” Gaines said.

While hiking through the 
Adirondacks, she developed 
neck pains and when she 
returned to campus she 
had difficulty walking. She 
decided to take a medical leave 
from K and returned back 
to California, where she was 
diagnosed with acute myeloid 
leukemia (AML), a type of 
blood cancer that develops in 
the bone marrow and causes 
a rapid growth of abnormal 
white blood cells.

She’s currently an inpatient 
at City of Hope National 
Medical Center in Duarte, 
California which is about 30 
minutes away from her home.

Gaines says organizing 
blood drives and hosting 
national bone marrow registry 
sign ups help people save 
lives while giving back to the 
community in a meaningful 
way.

“It’s an act of supporting 
and honoring them,” she said. 
“At K, it gives us a second 
to pause and appreciate 
the importance of being a 
community.  Being able to 
organize in this situation is 
very empowering.”

Gaines encourages people to 
donate at blood drives, since 
there are millions of people, 
not just her, who need blood 
in order to survive during 
medical treatments.

Shannon Haupt K’16, 
her co-leader on LandSea, 
registered to be on the national 
bone registry and wanted 
to donate blood during the 
previous blood drive in the 
winter, but couldn’t at the time 
due to low iron levels. While 
on LandSea, Haupt was scared 

and worried for her friend and 
offered her support by giving 
Olivia massages when she felt 
in pain.

“It was really scary, since I 
didn’t know what was wrong 
and she was in pain, especially 
being so far away from a 
medical center,” Haupt said.

Although they aren’t in 
the same state, Shannon and 
Olivia share a special bond 
that transcends geographic 
barriers. 

Even though Olivia was 
blindsided by her situation, 
people around here are amazed 
with her strength and spirit 
during this difficult time.

“She’s the strongest person 
I know and the way she’s 
handling this through her 
philanthropic and outreach 
work, is so true to her character 
and spirit,” Haupt said.

For more information on 
Olivia’s journey and ways 
to show support visit www.
livfor.life

Believes LandSea may 
have saved her life 

viola brown
contributor

A picture of Gaines in Cherry Canyon, Los Angeles. [Photo by Emily Gann]

TV Producer John Davies 
Returns to K, Feels Inspired

Humans of K: Maddie Tracey

Alumni speaks about  
post-grad experiences

trisha dunham
contributor

Junior learns life lessons 
in Chiang Mai, Thailand

trisha dunham
contributor

When John Davies K’75 
left the college he headed 
straight into the broadcast 
and entertainment television 
world, and never looked back. 
Since entering the world of 
television, Davies has worked 
as a producer, director, and 
writer. He has produced 29 
pieces, and is in the process 
of working on another. 

Two courses short of 
completing his degree, 
Davies decided to take a job 
in Battle Creek at the television 
station. “I didn’t graduate, but 
I was close. Only my mother 
regretted me not finishing, 
for me I had an opportunity.”

Although Davies would not 
urge other students to take the 
same route as him, he never 
felt remorse about his decision. 

“Every situation is different, 
in my case it made sense, it 
worked out great for me” 
Davies said. “It’s all up to the 
individual situation.” 

While at K he most 
appreciated the people he 
was surrounded by. 

“I met a very diverse group 
of people from all over the U.S. 
and even all over the world,” 
Davies said. “That was great 
for me, [me] being a kind of 
sheltered Midwestern guy.”

Along with the students, 
Davies appreciated the liberal 
arts education that he was able 
to explore. 

“I took a very liberal arts 
route. I took all different 
kinds of classes, and that has 
totally informed my work 
as a filmmaker.” Liberal arts 
courses allowed Davies to 
delve into many of his different 
passions, a skill he continues 
today, he said. 

Every few years Davies 
comes back to the Midwest 

and Kalamazoo. While in the 
area he likes to sit in on K’s 
documentary courses. “When 
I come back to K, like I just 
did, I’m inspired by the young 
people that I meet.”

Davies said that seeing the 
potential in K students inspires 
him, it renews his hope in the 
future of the broadcasting 
world. 

Although Davies didn’t graduate, he 
found success in the entertainment 
industry. [Photo provided by John 
Davies]

Walking into the apartment 
complex for a post birth home 
visit in Chiang Mai, Thailand 
Maddie Tracey K’17 was 
initially concerned. 

“She was living out of a 
really old apartment building 
and the conditions weren’t 
awesome,” Tracey said. 

The family of five, a single 
mother and four children all 
under the age of six including a 
newborn, were living in a one-
room apartment. On a counter 
there was a single burner, “it 
was cramped, and it was hot, 
and it was loud,” Tracey said. 
“But out of everything they 
were happy.”

For six months Tracey lived 
in Chiang Mai, Thailand a 
part of the Thailand Study 
Abroad program. During the 
six months the group took part 
in several different experiential 
learning expeditions. 

“For a month we stayed 
with probably 12 different host 
families,” Tracey said. “Every 
other day we were hiking to a 
new village in the mountains, 
learning how they take care of 
their rainforests.”

For the final six weeks, 
students were required to 
participate in an internship 
in order to write their 
Integrative Cultural Project 
(ICRP). Tracey worked at 

Nong Pa Krong hospital 
helping with prenatal checkups 
for expecting mothers and 
attending home visits with 
mothers and newborns.

“I was very thankful for 
those experiences because I 
was allowed to be in such an 
intimate part of a new mom 
and a new babies life,” Tracey 
said. “A lot of the babies I was 
with were nine or ten days 
old, I’ve never seen such early 
stages of life. ”

“My ICRP for that hospital 
was creating a breastfeeding 
education platform,” Tracey 
said. “Thailand has pretty low 
breast feeding rates, so that’s 
what the hospital asked me 
specifically to work on.”

Tracey was able to see the 
direct effects of her ICRP 
project while on a visit to a 
new mother’s home. Although 

she already had three other 
children the woman was 
interested in help with 
breastfeeding. Tracey recalled 
the feelings she experienced as 
the doctor handed the woman 
a brochure that Tracey had 
made for her ICRP.

“That made me really happy, 
it felt good that I could help 
this mom,” she said.

For six weeks Tracey 
attended countless home visits 
throughout the city. Although 
each family and situation was 
different she said one things 
always remained the same.

“They were extremely happy 
and thankful,” Tracey said. 
“That’s one thing I learned in 
Thailand the most, you can be 
happy no matter what your 
circumstances were.”

I
Want more K news?

Then check us out online!

www.thekzooindex.com

Maddie Tracey K’17 helped new mothers in Chiang Mai, Thailand. [Photo 
provided by Maddie Tracey]
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A Meditation on Problematic People  
Disclaimer: While the 

characters depicted 
are fictional, the 
experiences and 

observations are real 

sarena brown
staff writer

We are all problematic 
people, even when we 
can’t admit it to ourselves. 
Take John for example: 
your average cis-gendered 
heterosexual white male 
at Kalamazoo College. 
Like many people, John 
runs screaming from the 
word racist, especially 
when directed at himself, 
but here’s the thing – if 
John says racist comments, 
and continues to say those 
comments or act in racist 
ways, John is a racist. But 

John hates being called a 
racist. He even sometimes 
says being called a racist is 
a prime example of reverse 
racism.    

John will not accept his 
racism. Not for anything 
other than his “opinion”. 
Yes, we are all entitled to our 
own beliefs, but when your 
“opinion” is oppressive, you 
are doing something wrong. 

 I’ve seen this reaction 
in too many of my peers, 
and I believe it stems from 
a fear of being rejected 
from whatever community 
one is a part of. This fear, 
however, makes finding 
communities that are 
inclusive of intersectional 
identities almost impossible 
to maintain. 

Now, take Eva into 
consideration: Eva is a 
cis-gendered heterosexual 
woman of color at K. Eva 
has a friend who is queer, 
Jamie, and thinks that 
whenever social justice 
issues surrounding queer 
identities comes up she 
needs to bring this friend into 
the conversation. She also 
tends to focus most of her 
and Jamie’s conversations 
on heteronormativity. She 
thinks it has no impact on 
her friend’s feelings towards 
their identity and self-worth. 

Eva mistakenly believes 
that she is being supportive 
by sending Jamie every 
LGBTQIA+ article or video 
she comes across online, 
but again this action further 
marginalizes them.  

She does not realize 

that while this might not 
be outright homophobic, 
it is insensitive and may 
cause Jamie to feel like the 
“token queer friend”. By 
centering each hangout on 
heterosexual identities,Eva 
unknowingly invalidates 
her friend’s experiences 
as a queer individual. 
This behavior is definitely 
problematic, but it seems 
their might be hope.      

While I  hate that 
marginalized peoples need 
to be their own advocates in 
relationships, the classroom, 
and the world at large, often 
it is a necessary first step 
towards equity and a means 
of helping problematic 
people see the errors in their 
thinking.  

If John questions why 
he is called a racist, and 
then thinks critically on 
how his societal privilege 
is perceived, he has a shot 
at identifying key attitudes 
that demand to be addressed. 
If Jamie talks to Eva about 
how Eva’s comments make 
her feel, then perhaps with 
some thought and time, Eva 
will be able to change her 
behavior and underlying 
heteronormative attitudes so 
that she and Jamie can have 
a solid friendship once more.   

Problematic people are 
going to be in our lives 
indefinitely. But we have 
a decision with every 
interaction: whether to be 
blissfully problematic, or 
to work on being as socially 
aware as possible. Which 
will you choose?  

We Simply Can’t Keep 
Doing This to Each Other 

A Response to the 
Divestment Movement  

Last week, the President 
announced the College’s 
decision to not divest from 
fossil fuel industries.  

I’m sympathetic towards 
divestment- fossil fuel 
companies are dirty, literally 
and figuratively- and I’m 
opposed to the idea that our 
institution benefits from 
their profits.  

So, like many others, 
I was unhappy with the 
decision- but it was one I 
could understand. Our dirty 
investments are packaged 
in mutual funds, and those 
mutual funds contribute to 
what the College’s budget is.  

Divestment in this sense 
intends to reduce our 
dependence on a contributor 
of climate change and, thus, 
improves our impact on the 
planet.

In the wake of the 
divestment announcement, 
I read a response to the 
decision on the Divet/
Reinvest (Di/Re) Facebook 
page. There was a very 
specific sentence that 
caught my eye: “We will not 
congratulate an institution 

that thinks surface-level 
solutions like LED light 
bulbs or student audits of 
LEED certifications can 
equate to the change we 
need in order to support the 
community.”

At first glance, my 
thoughts were “but, you 
might not be happy with 
the decision- I’m certainly 
not- but it’s not like these 
things do nothing.” But then 
I realized something else: 
they’re talking about me. 

The college was making 
gradual progress towards 
reducing our energy 
dependence, but things 
have sped up dramatically 
this year.  

Our energy savings have 
doubled since November, 
and and are projected to 
quintuple by the end of 
summer. I can’t evaluate 
the entire K community’s 
opinion of this, but these 
advances have taken a 
tremendous amount of 
effort- an effort that I have 
been a part of. And these 
efforts have been dismissed.

I certainly don’t want to 
throw shame at those who 
are working toward Di/Re 
and I want to make this very 
clear: the movement takes a 
lot of effort and I know the 
statement wasn’t personal, 
but this is a single instance 
of a much greater problem. 

There is a tremendous 
amount of awareness about 
our structural problems on 
campus. There are people- 
students, staff, faculty, 
alumni- who are working 
hard to create the change that 
this campus and the world 
beyond it desperately needs, 
but neither our problems nor 
our solutions are anywhere 
near as simple as we may 
believe they ought to be. 

Some who want change 
but don’t immediately 
receive exactly what they 
want immediately go on the 
attack under the assumption 
that a lack of progress was 
only caused by malicious 
intent. Dismissals, callouts, 
patronization: these are 
personal attacks that happen 
at K all the time.  

This is not only unfair, 
but wrong. 

Attacks prompted by a 
lack of progress can damage 
the very people who are 
working to change either 
themselves or the system, 
and the entire campus suffers 
for it. It’s incredibly painful 
to watch an organization 
damage other people on 
their way to their goal- 
especially when it’s a group 
I fundamentally agree with. 

We simply can’t keep 
doing this to each other, or 
it will tear us apart.  

chris cribbs
staff writerNCAA 

Violation 
Impact 

malak ghazal
staff writer

Reaction from a 
student athlete  

There are few words 
that make the heart sink 
more than “The NCAA 
announced that Kalamazoo 
College committed three 
major violations related 
to recruiting and financial 
aid...”

Words l ike “ . . . the 
penalties include probation 
and bans on regular season 
championship consideration 
and part icipation in 
postseason conference 
and NCAA championship 
tournaments”give a hollow 
feeling that signals that 
something unnerving is 
about to begin.

Once the blow hits, you’re 
too disoriented to even talk. 

As a student athlete, I 
take great pride in what I 
do. Division III or not, it 
doesn’t matter. We practice, 
preform, and repeat in the 
name of Kalamazoo. We 
represent the college not 
only on an athletic level, 
but on the academic level 
as well. We are here to grow 
as leaders in and out of the 
classroom, and through 
athletics we’ve been given 
the means to do so. 

I’ve been receiving calls 
from friends across the 
country saying, “Hey, I 
heard you can’t swim next 
year, what happened?” The 
reality sets in and I don’t 
know what to say. 

The easiest and most 
satisfying thing to do is 
blame someone else. But 
I can’t point any fingers. 
We can’t blame any 
coach, we can’t blame any 
team, we can’t blame the 
administration, we can’t 
blame the school. This isn’t 
anyone’s fault.  

 The ban is due to the fact 
that the college previously 
awarded students financial 
aid, athletes and non-
athletes alike, based on 
a mix of academics and 
extra-curricular activities 
in high school. This 
includes volunteer work, 
student organizations, and 

participation in school 
activities, such as clubs, 
the musical, or sports, 
regardless of continuing 
those activities into college 
or not.  

 In fact, K’s student 
athletes are granted on 
average less financial aid 
than non-athletes at K, and 
less aid than other athletes 
in the MIAA as well. 

It’s punishing K for 
good intentions and it’s the 
athletes who are taking the 
punch. Why should we be 
reprimanded for something 
we couldn’t control? That 
we had no knowledge of? 
That was applied to every 
applicant but now solely 
stabs the athletes? 

 We came to school in 
hopes to continue the pursuit 
of athletics, and that may 
not be the case now due to 
something out of our control.  

We are stuck. 
We don’t know what to do, 

what to say, and where the 
next few months are going 
to take us and our teams. 
We are at the mercy of the 
NCAA, a giant organization 
that has the power to end 
our presence in the world of 
athletics with a yes or a no.  

Sophomores’ and Juniors’ 
financial aid packets will 
have to be repackaged. If 
the administration alters 
the financial aid allocated 
to a particular athlete, then 
for some of our teammates, 
they’ll have to make a 
decision.  

They’ll have to decide 
between greater student 
debt, hanging their jersey, 
or finding solace in another 

teams’colors. And no one 
should be forced to make 
that choice. 

On top of that, imagine 
what this will look like to 
prospective student athletes. 

Kalamazoo College is on 
a postseason play ban? 

Why would they want 
to attend school there to 
play athletics if there’s 
a possibility that they 
couldn’t play? The NCAA 
has published the incident 
onl ine ,  and severa l 
newspapers and other media 
outlets have covered the 
violation as well. 

This will reflect poorly on 
the recruiting process for the 
next year or so, and  make it 
harder on our teams to grow 
in numbers, particularly for 
new teams like lacrosse.  

As for now, all we can do 
is wait. Though the NCAA 
violation will not have an 
impact directly on me, it 
will have an impact on 
something much greater. 
It will have an impact on 
my fellow teammates, on my 
coaches, on the reputation 
of my school among the 
MIAA and the NCAA, 
and on prospective student 
athletes for Kalamazoo 
College. 

We can hope this isn’t 
the end. I have faith it isn’t. 
Others are more skeptical.

Regardless of what’s 
happened, I feel as though 
this has made the athletes 
across campus unify due to 
a horrible ruling. In these 
ways, we are able to grow 
stronger because of it. We’ve 
identified one thing, and it’s 
that we are one team.  

Cartoon by Rachel Dranoff K’ 16
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tim decoursey
staff writer

Lonely House

The Bach Festival began Saturday, April 9 with a performance by the Arcato Chamber Ensemble and the Bach Festival Chorus. [Tim DeCoursey / Index]

Bach Festival Begins

Bach Festival kicked 
off on Saturday, April 9 
with Mozart’s “Eine kleine 
Nachtmusik” and the 
“Requiem Mass in D minor” 
in the Chenery Auditorium, 
performed by the Arcato 
Chamber Ensemble and the 
Bach Festival Chorus.  

Music Department Chair 
and Director of the Kalamazoo 
Philharmonia Andrew Koehler 
conducted the Arcato Chamber 
Ensemble, while Professor of 
Music and Director of Vocal 
and Choral Activities James 
Turner conducted the Bach 
Festival Chorus during the 
Requiem Mass. 

Soloists from the Bach 
Festival Chorus performed 
during the show during certain 
movements. These soloists 
were divided by singing part 
and included soprano Katelin 
Spencer, mezzo-soprano 
Phyllis Pancella, (tenor) 
Jeffrey Picón, and baritone 

Ian Greenlaw.
Several Kalamazoo College 

alumni were also on stage.
John Mayer K’16 and 

Graham Key K’16 were 
both in the choir as well. 
Key described preparation 
for the concert as “not 
unlike preparation for any 
other choral performance. 
[The Bach Festival Chorus] 
had rehearsals every week in 
Dalton Theater on Tuesdays 
from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m.” 

Key also praised his fellow 
chorus members: “Because 
membership to the [Bach 
Festival Chorus] is open to the 
public on an audition basis, the 
average skill level of the group 
members is quite high. It was 
incredibly exciting to rehearse 
with such magnificent people, 
not just because of their level 
of artistry, but because of their 
perspectives and experiences 
that come from outside the ‘K 
bubble’.”

“It was my first time 
watching a performance 
like that, and I am glad that 
it turned out to be such a 
wonderful experience. The 
Requiem was interesting to 
see,” Juan Avila K’19 said. 
“It was pleasant to hear the 

musicians and choir singers 
so well to the movements 
of the conductor’s hand 
movements.” 

The performance of 

Hall of the Light Fine Arts 
Center. Various high school 
and college singers from all 
around Michigan will perform 
at this event. 

Mozart’s “Requiem Mass in 
D minor” and “Eine kleine 
Nachtmusick” was only the 
first of many events of the 
Bach Festival during the 

week. The festival will end 
on Saturday, April 16 at 3:00 
p.m. with the Young Vocalists 
Concert, which will be held 
at K College in the Recital 

Sunday, April 17 at 3:00 
p.m. in Stetson Chapel, 
Manny Greene K’16 will 
be presenting his SIP about 
Alzheimer’s and how it affects 
families. Greene lends thanks 
to about 15 other K students 
who assisted him in turning 
a graduation requirement into 
an anticipated vocal recital 
Senior Individualized Project. 

“The songs I chose are 
all songs that I have either 
changed the lyrics or I 
repurposed them to fit the 
theme,” Greene said. “The 
topics covered include the 
issue concerning over-
prescription of medication, 
the effect of Alzheimer’s on 
the brain, and the aftermath 
of the disease of the family.”

Included in the recital are 
some popular show songs like 
“My Psychopharmacologist 
and I” from the musical 
“Next to Normal,” “Bring 
Him Home” from “Les 
Miserables,” and “Being 

Alive” from “Company.”
Greene’s inspiration is 

tied to his grandmother and 
her story with complications 
associated with Alzheimer’s. 
His SIP has been a time to 
process feelings and mourn.

 “She passed away my 
sophomore year at K, and I 
was in the middle of Organic 
Chemistry I, and I felt that I 
needed to get straight back to 
work,” Greene shared. “This 

led to severe depression, 
trouble managing stress, and 
me falling further behind in 
school work.”

“This disease is one that 
affects a staggering amount 
of people in the world and 
I imagine on this campus. 
Knowing that, this SIP also 
provides a public forum where 
those that have experienced 
the pain caused by this disease 
can also share in my story.”

Mozart’s “Requiem” and 
“Eine kleine Nachtmusik” 

performed at the 
Chenery Auditorium

janelle grant
contributor

Preview of Manny 
Greene’s Senior 

Individualized Project

Manny Green will present his SIP Sunday, April 17, at 3:00 p.m. [Photo 
provided by Manny Green]

The Banff Mountain Film Festival

On April Monday 11, 
Kalamazoo College Outing 
Club sent a van full of 
interested students to Grand 
Rapids for the Banff Film 
Festival hosted by Calvin 
College. The annual festival 
kicks off in the town of Banff 
in Alberta, Canada and goes on 
a world tour showcasing films 
about outdoor adventure and 
environmental conservation. 

According to Jory Horner, 
Director of Outdoor Programs 
at K, “people will submit their 
films to the Banff film festival 
to be selected.” 

He added that since the 
various hosts for the world 
tour also have a say in which 
films are shown at their events, 
one might see different films 
at different host venues.  

Not just for the outdoor 

enthusiasts, the films 
selected vary in length from 
nine minutes to hour-long 
documentaries that range in 
subject matter from individual 
stories about adventure to 
those containing messages of 
conservation and awareness. 

“It’s inspirational to see 
these films because a lot of 
the stuff you see in these films 
are way above the skill level 
of what most of us are doing 
but part of it is seeing what 
else is out there,” Horner said.   

“Salween Spring” is a nine-
minute long documentary that 
follows adventurer and river 
runner, Travis Winn, who has 
founded a kayaking company 
and whose mission is to bring 
the young population in China 
to their rivers in order to urge 
conservation efforts through 
their encounters with the 
natural environment. 

Other films follow 
individuals in their quest for 
adventure and conquer the 

next obstacle they set out for 
themselves. In “Reel Rock 
10: A Line Across the Sky,” 
climbers Tommy Caldweld 
and Alex Honnold document 
their five-day long ascent 
across the Fitz Roy massif, 
a seven-summit climb in 
Patagonia. They were the 
first ones to do it.   

According to Josh Cho 
K’17, who has had his share 
of outdoor activities from 
being a LandSea leader to an 
executive board member of 
the Outdoor Club, “the film 
festival was a phenomenal 
experience.”  

He cited his favorite film 
as “A Line Across the Sky” 
and said “these two stepped 
so far out of their comfort 
zones and risked their lives to 
complete such an epic trip. It 
makes me realize that no pain, 
exhaustion, inconvenience 
can prevent me from doing 
something that makes me 
happy.”

jasmine kin
staff writer

Students from K go to 
Outdoor Film Festival

[Photo from the Banff Film Festival]

Get off campus! Take 
advantage of these upcoming 
events at the Kalamazoo 
Institute of Arts.

Events list taken from the 
KIA website, kiarts.org

April 14  Thursday Evening 
Tour: Rhythms of Abstraction

Time: 6:30pm
April 17  Sunday Public 

Tour : West Michigan Area 
Show, 2D

Time: 2:00pm
April 19  ARTbreak : Video 

and Talk : Kalamazoo 76 with 
David Curl

Time: 12:00pm
April 20  Book discussion-

The Art of Travel
Time: 2:00pm- 3:00pm

April 21  Get the 
Picture! Gallery Talk: Little 
Accomplices by Philip 
Evergood

Time: 12:00pm
April 21  Thursday 

Evenings: West Michigan 
Area Show Artists

Time: 6:30pm
April 24   Sunday Public 

Tour: West Michigan Area 
Show, 3D

Time: 2:00pm
April 28  Thursday 

Evenings: West Michigan 
Area Show Artists

Time: 6:30pm
May 1  Sunday Public Tour: 

Last Chance for High School 
Area Show

Time: 2:00pm

May 3  ARTbreak : North 
by Midwest Micro-Budget 
Film Festival Micro Screening

Time: 12:00pm
May 6  ARTbreak : May 

Art Hop*
Time: 5:00pm - 8:00pm

Admission to events at the 
KIA (with some exceptions) 
costs $2 with a student ID. 

*Admission to Art Hop is 
free!

The KIA is located in 
downtown Kalamazoo at 314 
S. Park St.– a 15-minute walk 
from campus. 

KIA Spring Calendar

Frelon will take place April 21, 22, and 23 at 8 p.m. in Dalton Theater. 
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Tennis Teams Win MIAA Contests

Kalamazoo College’s men’s 
tennis team began MIAA 
conference play this past week. 
The men travelled to Alma 
during the week where they 
picked up right where they 
left off last year.  

The Hornets turned in a 
dominant team performance 
to start MIAA competition 
against Alma, winning 9-0. 
In doubles, the Hornets only 
dropped four games, winning 
the three respective matches 
8-1, 8-3, and 8-0. Elan Dantus 
K’18 and Branden Metzler K’17 
led the way with a dominate 
showing at one doubles. Fellow 
upperclassmen Eric De Witt 
K’17 and Bo Hudson K’16 
followed suit with an 8-3 two 
doubles victory. First-years 
Ricardo DelOlmo-Parrado 
and Allen Vinson won 8-0 at 
three doubles, impressively 
shutting their opponents out 
in the match. 

Metzler also backed up 
his #18 national ranking by 

winning 6-1, 6-0 in one singles. 
While Hudson also kept his 
doubles form up in singles by 
downing his opponent 6-0, 
6-2 at two singles. None of 
the Hornets lost a set, as they 
showed poise in cruising to 
their 9-0 victory in pursuit of 
their 78th consecutive MIAA 
championship.  

The women’s tennis team 
played two MIAA matches 
in the past week, and were 
victorious in both. 

The women first were 
victorious over Calvin 6-3 at 
home, and then traveled to 
Alma on Monday where they 
handedly won 9-0. 

Several of K’s players turned 
in dominant performances 
in both matches, including 
Senior Sarah Woods and 
Junior Sabrina Dass. The pair 
won their one doubles matches 
8-1 against Calvin and then 
won again Monday 8-1 against 
Alma. The pair are a force to be 
reckoned with at one doubles 
this year in the MIAA. 

Woods also played a 
significant contribution in 
her singles work. She won 

her one singles match 6-0, 
6-0, “double bageling” her 
opponent and showing why 
she’s ranked #19 nationally. 
Woods also won 6-2, 6-3 at one 
singles against Alma, keeping 
her undefeated MIAA singles 
season record at perfection.  

Dass also contributed in 
both matches in both doubles 
and singles, winning 6-0, 6-4 
against her Calvin opponent 
and then 6-1, 6-0 against her 
Alma opponent. Sophomore 
Maria Franco also played well 
in both matches, along with 
the rest of the women’s team, 
as they were able to win both 
of their MIAA matches last 
week. These victories took 
them to 3-0 in conference 
play this season. 

The women will now take a 
break from MIAA competition 
and will host Wheaton this 
Saturday at 11:00a.m. The 
men play three times this 
week, today hosting Albion 
at 4:00pm, tomorrow at Hope 
and then Saturday at Trine.   

Sarah Woods K’16 has continued her MIAA dominance her whole career and again this season for the Hornets. [ 
Beatriz Feijoo /  Index ]

Both men’s and women’s tennis teams won their MIAA matches this past week

koji vroom
staff writer

First year Brett Fitzgerald runs away from a defender after winning a faceoff in Saturday’s conference opener 
against Albion. [Robert Manor / Index]

Lacrosse Teams Begin 
MIAA Play 

This past Saturday, the 
Kalamazoo College men’s and 
women’s lacrosse teams began 
their seasons. The men played 
only their second home game of 
the year as they hosted Albion, 
while the women travelled to 
play Trine. 

The women put on a dazzling 
display as they shutout Trine 
12-0. They came out on fire, 
putting up seven goals in the 
first half on 15 shots. In the 
same half, they held Trine to 
only nine shots, and no goals. 
The Hornets continued to 
dominate in the second half, 
adding five more goals and 
sophomore Katie Johnson 
recorded her first shutout of 
the season. There is no question 
that the women cruised to 
a 12-0 victory through a 
combination of dominant 
offense and stellar defense. 

Kalamazoo’s offense was led 

by first-year Amanda Moss 
who netted five goals on six 
shots. Juniors Cecilia DiFranco 
and Nicole Huff each added 
two goals. Along with her 
shutout, goalkeeper Johnson 
saved all seven of the Thunder’s 
shots on goal.  

When asked about the hot 
start to the MIAA season and 
their recent victory, Junior 
Thania Stavrapoulos said “our 
win over Trine was a really 
good boost for our team. With 
the recent NCAA ban, we really 
want to do as much as we can 
to have a great regular season, 
and this was the start of that. 
Our team has come a long way 
and been through a lot as the 
first lacrosse team at K, and 
that experience has made us 
a strong family and will help 
us succeed this season.”

The women will have their 
next two games at home, 
hosting Hope on Tuesday at 
7:00 p.m and then Olivet on 
Saturday at 1:00 p.m. 

The men’s team hosted 
their first ever MIAA game 
on Saturday, against defending 
MIAA champion Albion. The 
first-year squad hung tough 
throughout the first two 
quarters but eventually the 
defending champs were just 
too much. 

The men only trailed 2-1 
after the first quarter, thanks 
to an equalizer goal from 
sophomore Nick Swain, before 

Albion scored with exactly 
00:00 remaining on the first 
quarter clock to take a 2-1 
lead. Unfortunately for K, 
they would score only two 
more goals, while the traveling 
Britons would step up the 
scoring as the game went on. 
The final score was an 11-3 
loss for the Hornets.  

Kalamazoo showed much 
promise though with their 
strong and tight defensive 
play, excellent goalkeeping, and 
many contributions across their 
extremely young lineup. Two 
first-years, Alex McDonnell 
and Zach Morales, scored 
the second and third goalsfor 
the Hornets. Goalie Michael 
Dutcher K’19 made 11 saves 
on the day. First-year defender 
Alex Dykema picked up a game 
high seven ground balls and 
forced two turnovers. 

After the loss, goalie Michael 
Dutcher said, “The score did 
not dictate how the game 
went; playing tough against 
the conference champions was 
a great feeling. That game was a 
nice confidence builder for the 
remainder of conference play.”

The team will now play 
two away conference games 
before returning home. They 
travel to Trine on Tuesday as 
they continue MIAA play, and 
then travel to rival Hope on 
Saturday.  

Both men’s and 
women’s lacrosse began 
their MIAA play this 

past weekend, the men 
in their first season ever 
and the women in their 
first season under their 

new head coach 

koji vroom
staff writer
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Conference on Genocide Explores Impact of Nuremberg  
Dr. Barclay 

organizes workshop 
hosting numerous 

distinguished scholars

Why Spend Time on Your 
Future?

PAGE 5

Senior Artist Creates 
Printmaking Exhibit
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Baseball Wins Then Hits 
Hiccup

Last Thursday, April 14 
through Saturday, April 
16, Kalamazoo College 
hosted many scholars for a 
conference titled “Seventy 
Years After Nuremberg: 
Genocide and Human 
Rights In Comparative 
Perspective.” According to 
the brochure, the workshop 
aimed to give space to “the 
world’s leading scholars 
to discuss their work 
among themselves and to 
an audience [of] students, 
faculty, and the general 
public ...”

The event was hosted 
and organized by Dr. 
David Barclay, Professor 
of International Studies in 

KATIE SCHMITZ
co-editor-in-chief
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Hilary Earl at the “Seventy Years After Nuremberg: Genocide and Human Rights in Comparative Perspective” conference. [Robert Manor /Index]

the History Department 
at K. He picked the topic 
of the workshop because 
“the relationship between 
Nuremberg and the 
evolution of global human 
rights is so important that I 
thought it very appropriate 
to commemorate the 
70th anniversary.” The 
Nuremberg Trials took place 
between the years of 1945 
and 1946.

“We were able to attract 
some of the world’s most 
distinguished scholars to 
campus for this event,” said 
Dr. Barclay.

One of these scholars 
was K alumnus Carter 
Dougherty K’92, who 
gave a talk titled “What 
Would Telford Taylor Do? 
A Nuremberg Prosecutor 
Swaps Places with an Africa 
Hack.”

“I never miss a chance 
to come back to K and talk 
about journalism or history 
and this was no exception,” 
Dougherty said. “It was 

especially enjoyable because 
it was a sort of sendoff for 
David Barclay, my advisor 
when I was at K.”

Other scholars present at 
the conference were Wendy 
Lower, Professor of History 
at Claremont McKenna 
College (Calif.) and Hilary 
Earl, Associate Professor 
of European History at 
Nipissing University (Ont.).

Professor Wendy Lower 
was interested in discussing 
the extent to which we 
can understand genocide 
more broadly by looking 
at the Nuremberg Trials. 
Historians, according 
to Lower, are much like 
prosecutors in a trial in that 
they must reconstruct what 
happened in the past.

Lower also explored the 
role of women in Nazism, 
focusing on the case of Erna 
Petri, a woman responsible 
for shooting Jewish 
prisoners who escaped from 
trains headed for Triblinka 
Concentration Camp. When 

asked why she did this, Petri 
stated that she was under 
the influence of her Nazi 
husband, and had become 
desensitized to the violence. 
Petri also wanted to prove 
herself as a woman and as a 
fascist. Petri was sentenced 
to life in prison, but was 
released before her death in 
2000.

Professor Hilary Earl gave 
a talk titled “Perpetrators of 
Genocide & The Nuremberg 
Trials: Comments on the 
‘Banality of Evil’ and Other 
Motives.” In her lecture, Earl 
pointed out that war crimes 
trials are a recent invention, 
with Nuremberg being the 
first one.

“First is often the most 
important,” Earl stated, also 
pointing out that holding a 
trail was a very “American 
thing to do.”

Earl focused mostly on the 
Einsatzgruppen Trial, which 
was the ninth of twelve trials 

Maddie MacWilliams K’16 and Andrew Horton K’16 viewing the new major 
requirements. [Hadley Harrison / Index]

New English Major Revealed
Changes to the English 

major explained

On Friday April 15, the 
Kalamazoo College English 
Department hosted the 
“Unveiling of the New 
English Major” event. This 
occasion enabled students to 
learn about the requirements 
that will now accompany the 
major while also learning 
about the long process that 
went into its creation.

Dr. Amy Smith, the 
English Department Chair, 
opened the event with an 
explanation of the thought 
process behind the changes. 
“[We] can get something 
even better with English 
majors if we share what we 
all have in common,” Smith 
said.

The process began with 
extensive external reviews 
such as surveys and other 
reports to jump-start the 
creation process. The plans 
were then sent to a group 
of professors from other 

DELANEY FORDELL
news editor

colleges to write a report 
and recommendations they 
have for the reconstruction. 
In addition, there was an 
English major retreat to 
receive more of the student’s 
input that K seniors 
remember participating in.

Dr. Ryan Fong, a professor 
in the English Department, 
explained that the English 
major will be 10 units for 
everyone. There are three 
stages in the major starting 
with the foundations. This 
will consist of a Reading 
the World course, an 
introduction to literary 
theory and research 
methods, and introduction 
to either creative writing 
or journalism. The second 
stage is the historical and 
cultural preparation, which 
includes four courses: a pre-
19th century, 19th century, 
and twentieth or twenty-
first century course, and 
a minoritarian/diasporic 
course. The third stage is the 
advanced study.

Included with the third 
stage requirements, the 

MAJOR on page 2

Author of “The Archive Thief ” 
Speaks on Campus 

Professor of History 
discusses Zosa 

Szajkowski

On Wednesday, April 
13, Associate Professor 
of History at American 
University and writer of “The 
Archive Thief,” Lisa Moses 
Leff visited Kalamazoo 
College’s Olmsted Room to 
present the main subject of 
her book.

The audience was mainly 
comprised of professors, 
students from the Jewish 
Studies and History 
departments, and other 
community members 
interested in the topic.

The event began with 
Dr. Jeffrey Haus, the 
Religion Department Chair, 
introducing Leff and her 
book. In his introduction, 

MITCH HERR
staff writer

he mentioned Leff ’s recent 
winning of the 2016 Sami 
Rohr Prize for Jewish 
Literature, a program of the 
Jewish Book Council, for 
“The Archive Thief.”

Following Haus, Leff 
took the podium and talked 

about the main subject of 
her book, Zosa Szajkowski. 
He was a French Jew who 
stole Jewish documents, 
used them for his own 
research, and then sold them 

Professor Lisa Moses Leff with her new book entitled “The Archive Thief.” [Provided 
by the Office of College Communication.]

AUTHOR on page 2

Shreena Gandhi Honored, Will Be 
Leaving K College

Assistant Professor of 
Religion discusses her 

life

On Tuesday, April 12, 
the Arcus Center for 
Social Justice Leadership 
hosted a leadership dinner 
honoring Dr. Shreena 

AYLA HULL
staff writer

K College community members listen as Arcus Center Director Lisa Brock and Dr. Shreena Gandhi discuss Gandhi’s life and 
work. [Van Forsman / Index]

Gandhi, Kalamazoo College 
Assistant Professor of 
Religion and ACSJL Faculty 
Fellow, before she leaves K 
College.

The evening consisted 
of dinner followed by a 
conversation between Arcus 
Center Director Lisa Brock 
and Gandhi, which focused 
on Gandhi’s life and work 
within her fellowship.

Born in the United 
Kingdom and raised in 
London and the United 
States, Gandhi shared her 
family’s story.

Upon moving from 
Uganda to Great Britain, 
Gandhi’s father was unable 
to become employed as 
a surgeon because of the 

GANDHI on page 2
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PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Jane Huffman K’15 (far left) and Writer in Residence Di Seuss (second to the left ) participated in the Kalamazoo Poetry Festival April 15-16. 
[Beatriz Feijoo / Index]
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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that have been dubbed the 
“Subsequent Nuremberg 
Trials.” According to Earl, 
these trails are important 
because they were 
“unquestionably Holocaust 
trials,” dealing with no other 
aspects of World War II.

In this specific trial, Earl 
was interested in the motives 
of the 24 accused. She feels 
that another explanation, 
besides just hatred of Jewish 
people, could be reached.

One person on trial 
in Nuremberg that Earl 
explored was Martin 
Sandberger, one of the 
few that were not hanged, 

major is able to choose a 
certain craft sequence out 
of six options. These are 
poetry, fiction, nonfiction, 
journalism, and the two 
newest additions: Film 
Criticism and Theory and 
Literary Criticism and 
Theory.

“A lot [about the new 
major] looks very similar,” 
Fong continued. “[We 
wanted to] make sure we 
kept courses like creative 
writing and journalism 
[while making sure that] 
everyone who works with 
literary and film criticism 
and theory gets the best of 
both worlds.”

Mallory McClure K’16, 

but rather reintegrated in 
German society in the 1950s. 
During the Holocaust, 
Sandberger was responsible 
for the mass murder of 
Jewish populations in the 
Baltic States. Sandberger, 
along with many other 
Nazis on trial, were very 
well educated, proving that, 
according to Earl, “education 
does not inoculate us against 
violence.”

According to Dr. Barclay, 
the goal of the conference 
was to honor the late 
Margaret Scholten and the 
late Dr. Roger Scholten, 
“whose generous bequest 
supports international 
studies at the College.” 
Dr. Roger Scholten was a 
general surgeon at Bronson 

Hospital in Kalamazoo.
Dr. Barclay has organized 

many other conferences at 
K, with this one being in the 
works for many years, and 
taking about a year of hard 
planning.

Dr. Barclay will be retiring 
at the end of this school year, 
leaving the school with a 
conference that left a lasting 
impression on many.

“One of the most striking 
things to me about this 
conference was how much 
writing history and doing 
journalism cross over [with] 
the subjects of genocide and 
human rights,” Dougherty 
said. “At the conference 
there was talk of Armenia, 
Colombia, Sudan, Burma, 
and other countries.”

MAJOR from page 1 who attended the retreat, 
was interested in seeing 
the final product. “I think 
bringing in that theory is 
really important and that’s 
what I feel I missed most 
in my own English Major,” 
McClure said. “In general, 
they really listened to the 
students. A lot of the things 
we talked about in the retreat 
[was included]... [These 
changes] give you more 
space to [find the track you 
are interested in] and learn 
how it all interconnects.”

to others, usually American 
Jewish Organizations and 
libraries.

Leff informed the 
audience that in the field of 
Jewish Studies, Szajkowski 
is a name most historians 
know due to the fact that he 
published over 200 papers 
over three decades, in five 
languages.

Szajkowski is also an 
important name because 
he stole many documents, 
causing more of a locational 
spread of documents and 
allowing more historians to 
have access to them.

After Leff presented her 
prepared presentation, she 
took questions from the 
audience. The questions’ 
subjects varied from what 
was included in the book 
and what wasn’t to whether 
Leff thought Szajkowski 
was right in his actions. She 
remained ambiguous on 
judgement of Szajkowski 
and also emphasized that 
while there were many 
rumors about Szajkowski, 
her bo ok stuck to objective, 
proven facts.

Jeff Palmer, Associate 
Director of Communication 
at Kalamazoo College, felt 
that “the event was really 
timely, especially with 
that award that she won 
recently... She did a really 
good job of making the 
presentation enjoyable and 
interesting, but making me 
still want to read the book.”

AUTHOR from page 1

color of his skin. Seeking 
work, the family moved to 
the Projects in the Bronx. 
Concerned about the high 
levels of gun violence in 
the area, her parents moved 
the family to Haverford and 
later to Wisconsin. Gandhi 
labeled her experience in 
Wisconsin as “traumatizing,” 
as she, for the first time, was 
surrounded almost solely by 
white peers who ostracized 
her for the color of her skin.

As her areas of focus, 
Gandhi teaches religion 
and American history. The 
Arcus Fellow explained that 
when she started teaching 
at K, she designed each 
of her classes to discuss 
race. More recently, her 
focus has shifted to the 
topic of intersectionality in 
order to offer a more all-
encompassing lens.

Addressing her students, 
Gandhi said, “This has been 
the most amazing year of 
my time ... of my life,” and 
encouraged them to “fight 
the elitism that grows in us.”

She is in the process of 
publishing her book, which 
is currently under review 
with two different presses, 
and is working on a project 
that aims to decolonize 
United States History. 
Additionally, the American 
Academy of Religion has 
honored Gandhi by asking 
her to be one of twenty-
five thought leaders for 
the Academy. Next year, 
Gandhi will join the faculty 
at Michigan State University.

GANDHI from page 1 CIP Announces New Study Abroad and 
Study Away Programs

Suspends Philadelphia 
program for one year

The Kalamazoo College 
Center for International 
Programs has announced 
two new study away 
programs in Chicago and 
Washington D.C. and one 
new study abroad program 
in Cairo, Egypt. The 
Chicago program focuses 
on arts, entrepreneurship, 
and social justice. Margaret 
Wiedenhoeft, Acting 
Director for the Center for 
International Programs, 
feels the addition of this 
program will appeal to 
many students because of 
the location as well as an 
internship and courses in 
these three fields.

“The goal is to help 
students get to know 
Chicago and all the positive 
and negative [aspects] and all 
of the struggles that they are 
going through right now and 
have a better understanding 
of a city, and city issues such 
as gentrification, police 
brutality, representation of 
everyone in neighborhoods,” 
Wiedenhoeft said.

The CIP had heard from 
colleagues and students that 
developing an opportunity 
to go to Washington D.C. 
would be of interest. 

JANAY JOHNSON
staff writer

The Washington D.C. 
program, like the Chicago 
program, focuses on an 
internship possibly at a local 
government agency or a 
non-profit organization. The 
program focuses on politics 
and public policy and 
speakers from the D.C. area 
talk to the students to help 
them develop their skills.

While the Egypt program 
is not new, Cairo has become 
a group two Non-K program 
which is more financially 
accessible for students. In 
the past, this program was 
group three, which did not 
allow for financial aid to 
be transferred, limiting the 
number of students who 

participated in this program.
With the addition of 

these programs, Kalamazoo 
College decided to suspend 
the Philadelphia program 
for one year because of 
decisions Hope College 
made. Hope College 
manages the program and 
they made a decision about 
personnel in that program 
based on Hope’s values 
but not consistent with 
Kalamazoo College’s values.

“We still wanted students 
to have experience in a city 
and one of the reasons we 
have the Chicago program 
is because of the suspended 
relationship with the 
Philadelphia program,” 

Wiedenhoeft said.
Jasmine Charter-Harris 

K’16, a CIP Peer Advisor, 
helps to inform first-years 
of the programs offered that 
are of interest to them and 
assists sophomore students 
with the application process 
for study abroad and study 
away programs.

“With the new study away 
programs being offered 
for the fall and winter 
quarters, the CIP peer 
advisors can provide more 
detailed information of 
each program as well as help 
students look for internships 
for each program,” Charter-
Harris said.

Interested in writing, layout, or photography? 

Come to Hicks 116 Monday at 5 p.m. to find out 
more about The Index. 
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Humans of K: 
Cecilia DeBoeck

Office Hours: Dr. Justin Berry  

Up until going to college, 
Justin Berry had spent all of 
his life in his tiny hometown 
of Fairfield, Vermont, forty 
minutes north of the state 
capital Burlington. His parents 
were city dwellers who decided 
to move to the New England 
countryside to live a more pas-
toral life, and though Berry 
enjoyed his upbringing he 
knew that he wanted to see 
more of the world than just his 
hometown. Thus unlike many 
of the other young people in 

his community, Berry choose 
to attend college out of state 
and enrolled in Villanova Uni-
versity located outside of Phil-
adelphia. Though Berry knew 
that his whole world and life 
would change in a different 
environment, he was caught 
off guard by the unexpected 
ways Villanova differed than 
his hometown.

In Villanova, Berry studied 
Political Science and felt that 
he wanted to go into the law 
profession after college, more 
for the title than the actual 
work involved in being in law. 

“We get caught up with the 
nouns, and not the verbs of 
what we want to be,” Berry 
said.  

He felt a desire to teach at 
the middle and high school 
level for a while and applied 
for several teaching posi-
tions around the country. 

After several interviews, in-
cluding one inside the North 
Tower of the World Trade 
Center in lower Manhattan, 
Berry was accepted to a year-
long teaching position in an 
all boys Catholic school in 
South Central Los Angeles. 
After graduation Berry em-
barked on a 3000 mile drive 
across the country, stopping 
at many National Parks along 
the way, until arriving to his 
new home in LA.

In the 15 years that Berry 
spent living in LA before 
moving to Kalamazoo, he 
taught at a wide variety of 
schools ranging from private 
Catholic schools to up and 
coming charter schools. In ad-
dition, he taught at all grades 
from 6th to senior year of high 
school. He was even a soccer 
coach for the boys teams at 
the schools he taught. After 

spending 10 years teaching in 
underserved communities in 
LA, Berry enrolled in a PhD 
program at USC for Politi-
cal Science. At USC, during 
his final year of the program 
his advisor encouraged him 
to apply to open positions at 
liberal arts schools to teach at 
the undergraduate level. After 
touring Kalamazoo College in 
2013, he accepted the offer to 
teach in the Political Science 
department following his com-
pletion of his thesis at USC. 
Berry graduated from USC 
in 2014 with a PhD in Politi-
cal Science and International 
Relations and began teaching 
at K the following fall.

Berry spent 15 years of his 
life in LA and considers the 
city to be home just like his 
hometown of Fairfield. None-
theless, Berry acknowledges 
that Kalamazoo feels more like 

rey hernandez
copy editor

Assistant Professor 
of Political Science 

speaks about life before 
Kalamazoo  

Interfaith Student Leaders Work 
to Make the Cavern a Useful Space  

The interns with the Office 
of Religion and Spiritual Life 
work to offer events that give 
a place to relax and enrich 
dialogue and community on 
K’s campus. Ethel Mogilevsky 
K’18 and Yajaera Ramirez 
K’18 both oversee events like 
community reflections, host 
Cavern walk-inhours, and 
valuable workshops at the 
Cavern.

Both interns say the Cavern 
hours hosted by Interfaith 
Student Leaders are a great 
resource on campus, but do 
not receive as much attention 

asit deserves. The Cavern 
offers drop-in hours Monday 
through Thursday from 7 to 
11p.m., when students can 
speak to Interfaith Student 
Leaders.  

“Everyone is welcome,” 
Ramirez said. “It is sometimes 
surprising when people do 
not know about these walk-in 
hours. As interns and ISLs, 
we offer the chapel and the 
cavern as an accessible space 
for students and faculty to 
take a part in.”

As more of an incentive to 
check out the Cavern, free tea 
and cookies are available at 
anytime during the day. 

“The cavern is a great place 
to get yourself out of the stress 
zone, take a blanket and lay 
down in a bit,” Ramirez said. 

“The lower part of the Cavern 
is a great place to concentrated 
because there is no Wi-Fi. It 
is a great place to meet new 
people that you did not know 
have the same interest as you.”

“It’s a really nice, chill 
space if you need somewhere 
quiet to do homework or just 
need a moment to yourself,” 
Mogilevsky said. 

 The Cavern is not only 
a place of personal and 
quiet reflection, but a 
place to increase your own 
understanding of the diversity 
represented at K.

“Interfaith work is a way to 
understand members of other 
religions or secular groups 
for the purpose of finding 
common ground in the values 
and goals we share,” Ramirez 

said.
Mogilevsky encourages 

students to participate 
upcoming Cavern events, 
like the Atheist/Agnostic 
student discussion event on 
April 21 from 5-6 p.m. and 
highlights the religiosity and 
social justice workshop on 
May 1 from 12:00-1:30 p.m.  

Likewise, Ramirez is excited 
about the bonfire that is taking 
place outside of the Cavern on 
April 27 at 8 p.m..  

“There will be s’mores and 
music. Itis a good opportunity 
to socialize with other K 
students. In addition, we 
encourage students to use 
the fire pit near the chapel for 
their own events and friend 
gatherings,” Ramirez said.  

janelle grant
staff writer

Aim to create a 
stress-free zone 

Interfaith student leaders in Stetson Chapel. [Megan Rigney / Index]

Berry with one of his former students. [Photo provided by Dr. Justin Berry]

DeBoeck with her friend Shar Salvi K’17, a fellow K student who also studied 
abroad in Quito. [Photo provided by Cecilia DeBoeck]

The smoke from her 
cigarette wafted towards the 
sky, emulating the heat on 
this first hot spring day. For 
Cecilia DeBoeck K’17 the heat 
recalled memories of her six 
months in Quito, Ecuador.  

“My room at my host 
family’s house felt like a jail 
cell,” DeBoeck said. “There 
were no windows except for 
a little slit at the top that had 

bars over it.”  
Besides sleeping and 

showering, DeBoeck said 
she hardly spent any time in 
her room. Instead, she would 
visit a local coffee shop or 
bookstore. On the way she 
would grab a mango or papaya 
from a street tienda.  

“I probably had a mango 
everyday that I was there,” 
DeBoeck said. “That was one 
good thing about my host 
family, they always had fruit.”   

During the six months 
DeBoeck had the opportunity 
to travel to other countries in 
South America. Among the 
countries she visited, she said 
Peru was her favorite.  

“I’m not sure what my 

Junior remembers 
travels in Ecuador 

and Peru 

trisha dunham
staff writer

favorite activity was in Peru. 
I just kinda explored and 
walked around the city a lot,” 
DeBoeck said. “I do remember 
this ice cream store.  It was 
right around the corner from 
a cat park.”  

Although she didn’t make 
any lasting friends during 
her travels, she recalled a 
street performer in Peru she 
interacted with.  

“His name was Gustavo. He 
would juggle and make this 
ball look like it was floating,” 
DeBoeck said. “Oh and he 
really liked beer.”  

Having finished her 
cigarette, DeBoeck threw the 
remainder in the ash tray. She 
got up from the porch and 
jumped on a bike. 

Emily Kotz K’15 works with Cascade Bicycle Club in Seattle. [Photo courtesy of Emily Kotz]

Q: What have you been upto 
since graduating? 

A: Immediately after 
graduating I took the summer 
off, and dare I say it, moved 
back home! Even though a 
part of me wished I could have 
stayed in Kalamazoo for the 
summer, and I even had a part 
time job lined upin order to 
stay, I ended up deciding that 
I needed a break completely 
to figure out what I wanted 
to do next. I want to stress 
that to current seniors: do not 
force yourself into believing 

you needto jump right into 
something after graduation. 

Q: What do you do for work 
now? 

A: I am an AmeriCorps 
Youth Programs Assistant 
at Cascade Bicycle Club in 
Seattle, Washington, a non-
profit bicycling organization. 
I assist with managing 
andimplementing all of 
Cascade’s school-based bicycle 
education programs. I getto 
spend my time thinking about 
howto best teach kids how 
to ride their bikes smart and 
safely atafter school bicycle 
clubs. I have also learned how 
to best teach kids howto ride 
a bike. Donot hold onto their 
seat!  

Q: How did you get into 
your line of work? 

A: In my last quarter atK, 
I took three advanced classes 

at the same time and I was 
finishing my SIP. I also hadmy 
bike in Kalamazoo for the 
first time.  Anytime I had 
the chance I would ride my 
bike. I saw how commuting by 
bike, simply from my house a 
few minutes away to campus, 
brought mydayand mood up 
immediately. Keeping this 
inmind when I searched for 
AmeriCorps positions in line 
with environmental education, 
I stumbled upon Cascade’s 
work with bicycling advocacy 
and education. 

Q: How did your time at K 
prepare you for this job? 

A: I majored in English and 
minored in Environmental 
Science at

K, and the counter-balance 
of those two disciplines has 
helped me immensely. Shout 

Alumni Q&A: Emily Kotz K’ 15 
Alum brings children 
and bikes together in 

Seattle 

hadley harrison
features editor

out to learning time and again 
howto manage what feels 
like twenty weeks of work 
into ten week quarters. But, 
without a hint of sarcasm 
or exaggeration, nearly 
everything I did at K has 
helped prepare me for this job.   

Q: What advice do you 
have for students who are 
graduating in June? 

A: Relax, trust yourselves, 
you are all brilliant and will 
find yourselves in amazing 
places bythis time next year.  

Q: What’s next for Emily 
Kotz? 

A: Finding another position 
related to the fields of urban 
planning, bicycle advocacy, 
youth development, preferably 
all three combined. Ifin Seattle, 
so be it, but Michigan is always 
home.  

his hometown than LA ever 
did, and is excited to be back 
in an environment like so. In 
his time outside class, Berry 
enjoys skiing, biking, and is an 
avid foodie who enjoys trying 

out new beers at the micro-
breweries in town. 
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Dining Survery Dilemma 

I walked into the coffee 
shop where I work two 
weeks ago, and on my way in 
I spotted a stack of papers. I 
looked towards my boss, who 
confirmed my fears: the dining 
survey results were in.

Around eighth week of 
last quarter, students, faculty, 
and staff received a link to 
take a survey to evaluate how 
Creative Dining was doing to 
meet customer expectations, 
and give feedback on what 
we were doing well, and what 
could use improvement. 

As far as the Book Club goes, 
we received many helpful and 
constructive comments, such 
as the overwhelming desire 
to have extended meal swipe 
hours, and the importance 
of having a better method of 
displaying our specials. 

Those comments are what 
is great and helpful about the 
dining surveys, since we can 

improve in these areas and 
strive to improve to better 
customer experiences.

However, those comments 
have been overshadowed by 
terrible comments, such as 
“you are all pathetic excuses 
for coffee baristas” and “It’s nice 
that you hire students, but...I 
feel like they don’t work that 
hard.” Another commenter 
decided to describe workers 
only by their size and race.             

Sadly, comments like these 
have been in all the dining 
survey results from previous 
years, and the ones from 
this year were rather tame 
compared to last years’ insults.  

When we read comments 
like this, the only way we can 
justify them is by arguing that 
they don’t care about the survey, 
and that it was a joke. Then, 
we disregard the whole thing, 
because that’s easier than really 
believing than someone thinks 
I’m a pathetic barista.

Not only are these comments 
unnecessary and rude, they 
also ruin the purpose of using 

the dining surveys in the first 
place. This is because there is 
a psychological concept called 
“negativity bias” which shows 
that people are more inclined 
to remember and look for 
criticism. Even though these 
comments didn’t make up the 
vast majority of the suggesting 
we received, they are all we can 
focus on.              

For that reason, these 
comments make the dining 
surveys no longer an effective 
way for us to really listen to 
customer voices, since the 
negative comments will 
continue to outweigh the 
positive, and prevent us from 
taking them seriously.  

For the future, I hope that 
individuals think twice before 
writing hurtful comments, 
and instead channel their 
frustrations into constructive 
criticism that Dining Services 
can do something about. 

We want to make your 
experience as enjoyable as 
possible, but we will not answer 
to childish rhetoric.  

riley pizza
opinions editor

Why Spend Time on YourFuture? 
joan hawxhurst

director of the ccpd

It’s spring, the sun is 
shining, and you’re busy 
with midterms, projects, 
performances and friends. 
Why spend time at the 
Center for Career and 
Professional Development? 

If you’re like 85 percent 
of undergrads, you came 
to college at least in part 
so that you’d have better 
employment possibilities 
when you graduated.  But 
here’s the catch: earning a 
degree from Kalamazoo 
College isn’t going to land 
you your dream job—you 
also need the skills and 
experiences that will make 
you a qualified candidate, 
and the networks that will 
help you get your foot in 
the door. 

That’s where the CCPD 
comes in. If you take 
advantage of our programs 
and resources, you’ll know 
more about yourself and the 
possible career paths that fit 
with your interests and life 
goals. You’ll identify and 
practice skills employers are 
looking for, and you’ll have 
a network of professionals 
who know you and can help 
you get connected in your 
chosen field.  

Students often avoid the 
CCPD because thinking 
about “ careers”  makes 
them anxious.  While there 
is hard work involved, 
thinking about your future 
doesn’t have to be scary or 
intimidating.  We can help 
you get past anxiety to the 
place where getting ready 
for “ Life after K”  is actually 
empowering, and maybe 

even fun.  
Friendly open-minded 

career coaches have your 
back at the CCPD, and will 
help you understand your 
aspirations and get ready 
for your next step.Rachel 
and Jackie can help if you’re 
completely clueless about 
what to do with your life, or 
if you’re trying to negotiate 
a starting salary (and 
everywhere in between). 

Any student at any stage 
can make a half-hour 
appointment by calling 337-
7183 or stopping by the first 
floor of Dewing. 

Four fun-loving senior 
peer advisors (we call them 
Career Associates, or CA) 
who can review your résumé 
and help you use K-Connect 
to find an internship or job 
being promoted specifically 
to K students.  The CA team 

The comment surveys in the cafeteria. [Van Forsman / Index]  

Now that we’re a few 
weeks into Spring Quarter, 
you might be hearing 
about study abroad/away 
a little more than usual. 
This is when campus feels 
a little more crowded with 
returning juniors, and you 
hear a lot more about study 
abroad from them. Maybe 
you’re tired of hearing about 
it, or maybe all this talk has 
piqued your interest. 

Either way, doing a 
program off campus sounds 
appealing, right?   

Have you ever had 
questions for the Center 
for International Programs 
that you never got around 
to asking us? Maybe study 
abroad/away seems so out 
of reach that you don’t see 
the need for inquiring. 
Or perhaps you’ve heard 
everything you need to 
hear so coming to talk to 
us doesn’t seem necessary.  

We want you to know that 
we’re here as a resource to 
answer your questions. After 
all, study abroad/away is 
one of those things you 
hear a lot of contradicting 

ideas about, so we can help 
you sift through those and 
understand the facts. 

Some students might 
wonder about finances and 
study abroad/away but have 
never found out if it’s feasible 
for them. We can tell you 
how we try to make study 
abroad accessible. Others 
might be confused about 
requirements for certain 
programs, so we can help 

you understand which 
programs might be a good 
fit for you.  

Whatever your question 
might be, we’d love to help 
you figure it out 

That’s why, instead of you 
coming to us, we’re coming 
to you! During 5thweek on 
Wednesday and Thursday 
during lunch, the CIP will 
be tabling in Hicks. Come 
ask us anything!  

CIP Ready to Answer Study 
Abroad/Away Questions 

bridget o’toole
assistant to the 

acting director of 
the cip

is available in the CCPD 
Resource Room during 
drop-in hours, Monday 
through Thursday, 1:30 to 
4 PM. Get an answer to your 
quick question in less than 
15 minutes! 

And it’s not just the 
CCPD staff who can help 
you figure out “ Life after 
K.”  We partner with alumni 
and other professionals, 
people who understand 
what a Kalamazoo College 
education means and 
also know the needs of a 
particular industry or field.  

Whether you’re interested 
in nonprofit administration 
or investment banking, the 
CCPD can help you access 
K grads ready and willing 
to share their advice and 
networks with you. 

“But the CCPD never 
advertises the kind of work 

I’m interested in.” 
We hear this a lot, and we 

know we’ve still got work to 
do to offer connections in all 
of the diverse fields you’re 
aiming for. This year, we 
hired an external relations 
specialist, whose job is to 
develop relationships with 
recruiters and alumni in 
fields of particular interest 
to K students.  Valerie is 
traveling across the country, 
making connections based 
on what students tell us 
about their interests. Juniors, 
watch for news in the next 
week on how to convey your 
career priorities to inform 
Val’s work on your behalf. 

One last  note  for 
seniors:  We want you 
to feel “ Confident at 
Commencement.” Beginning 
this week, join us for expert 
presentations on savings 

and investment, housing, 
repaying student loans, and 
taxes (lunch is on us!). And 
don’t miss Friday’s Senior 
Connection Reception, 
where you can practice 
professional etiquette and 
meet alumni interested in 
helping you step confidently 
into life after K. 

In the next couple of 
weeks, you’ll be invited to 
take a survey about your 
perceptions of the CCPD.  
Your answers will help us 
focus our efforts, and I hope 
you’ll take a few minutes to 
tell us what you think. 

This spring, invest a little 
time in your future at the 
CCPD. Somewhere down the 
road, you’ll be glad you did.

Innapropriate comments prevent productive change 
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“Coming to college I was 
like ‘Yeah, I don’t know if 
I want to be an artist, per 

se, because I don’t ever 
want to not enjoy it’”

Walk through Chiara 
Sarter’s bedroom, and you 
will encounter another door 
that leads to a screened-in 
porch-like space with the 
heat of Kalamazoo’s spring 
seeping through the windows. 
The floors are covered with 
rolled up cardboard, sheets of 
paper, and scraps of projects 
past. The room will be where 
Sarter primarily works on 
her art now that it is warm 
enough to do so, replacing 
her previous workspace of 
the printmaking studio in 
the Fine Arts Building where 
she worked on her Senior 
Individualized Project during 
the winter quarter. 

This project, Sarter says, 
started as an “exploration of 
process.” 

“I knew I really liked 
printmaking, and I had done 
papercutting before,” the artist, 
who grew up in Santa Rosa, 
Calif., says. “I really liked the 
idea of using papercutting—
which is two-dimensional—
to make a three-dimensional 
space because of the shadows 
it cast, but I hadn’t really put 
the two together.”

But in her one-unit SIP 
with advisor Tom Rice, 
Professor of Art, Sarter had 
the opportunity to put the 
techniques together as well 
as incorporate her interest in 
biology, which she is majoring 

in, and emphasize the use of 
shadows.

“I liked biology a lot, [and] 
I liked the outdoor world a 
lot, so I wanted to focus—
instead of on geometric shapes 
and hard edges—[on] really 
organic shapes and plants,” 
Sarter says and adds that her 
project is an iteration about 
evolution. “[It’s] about how 
everything is changing, and 
evolutions are influencing new 
things…everything is existing 
at once even as everything is 
cycling around.” 

Sarter attended Santa 
Rosa High School where 
she did a program entitled 
ArtQuest entailing a four-
year curriculum focused on 
art. Two of her grandparents 
are working artists, and art, 
she says, has always been 
important to her family. Sarter 
has, in some ways, taken after 
her grandparents by spending 
her summers doing murals 
and working on public art.

“It’s where most of my 
money has come from up to 
this point,” Sarter says.

For her SIP, she worked in 
the printmaking studio for ten 
to twelve hours a day. While 
carving blocks and imprinting 
them with ink onto paper 
and cutting off bits of printed 
image to create shadows, she 
would listen to podcasts and 
television shows she says she 
doesn’t really care about. She 
would sit for hours at a time, or 
lay on the floor while working 
on larger projects. 

Between the hours she spent 
in the studio, Sarter was also 
taking two of her three upper-

with concepts I read about 
for class.” 

Sarter’s project, which was 
recently exhibited in the FAB, 
will be presented at a gallery 
in Detroit this June alongside 
more material she hopes to 
create while auditing a mold-
making class this quarter. 
After graduation, she hopes 
to continue with her art, but 
for now, she can be found with 
scissors in hand, surrounded 
by prints in the small porch 
that hangs off her bedroom.

level biology classes in order to 
graduate early—which she will 
be doing this June after three 
years at Kalamazoo College. 
She says the biology classes 
provided great content for 
her SIP. 

“I was very inspired by 
drawing the brain, looking 
at the brain, and the 
interconnectedness of the 
brain,” Sarter says. “There are 
a lot of things I wouldn’t know 
at all if it weren’t for biology… 
I have a list of pieces I haven’t 
done yet…that have to do 

Senior Artist Creates Exhibit Inspired by Biology Classes

Do A Little Dance

From Thursday, April 21, 
to Saturday, April 23, Frelon 
will present their spring 
show in Dalton Theater at 8 
p.m. The show’s title is “Do 
A Little Dance” and will 
feature 24 dances from student 
choreographers, as well as 
a special step performance. 
This year’s Frelon directors 
include seniors Andriana 
Evangelista, Shadi Larson, 
Billie Heard, Kelly Treharne, 
and sophomores Oluchi Ebere 
and Carlos Arellanos.

The theme of the show, “Do 
a Little Dance,” is focused 
on how “everyone has a 
little dance in them,” Ebere 
K’18 said. “You don’t have 
to be like Michael Jackson 
or anything—none of us are 
Michael Jackson. It’s bringing 
out that little aspect of dance 
in you even if you can only 
do a little ballet. It all ties 
down to what Frelon is about, 
which is the community and 

everybody coming together 
or just dancing.”

Ebere said it was difficult 
to find the title for the show. 

“We look at bigger picture, 
not specifically the songs 
they’re doing,” she said. 
“We have so many different 
[types] of dances, and it’s so 
diverse, and you don’t want to 
take away from it by putting 
some sucky name. We figured 
out what kind of dances are 
being shown in the show and 
how best can we tie them all 
together.”

Ebere and Arellanos are the 
first-ever sophomore Frelon 
directors. A director last year 
discovered Ebere when she 
was teaching a dance through 
KalamAfrica and asked Ebere 
to join her dance. For last 
year’s spring show, Ebere 
choreographed her first dance. 

“I felt like, coming from 
Houston, I couldn’t relate to 
anyone here, but in dancing, 
I can relate to everybody, 
because we’re all doing the 
same moves and having fun,” 
she said. “That was the reason 
I kept doing Frelon.” 

From last year to this year, 

Ebere has noticed a change 
in Frelon. 

“[In past years], it was 
mostly ballet and lyrical. Last 
year, and even more this year, 
there’s more diversity,” Ebere 
said.

Some of the dances include 
Persian, belly dancing, African, 
and hip-hop.

“That’s the beautiful thing 
about it,” Ebere said. “People 
are becoming more willing to 
become involved and willing 
to choreograph a dance. It just 
makes the show so much more 
interesting.”

Ebere said that there are 
things that Frelon is doing that 
have not been done before. 
“Dance is a beautiful thing,” 
Ebere said. “I love music, and 
seeing people dance to the 
music is even better, because 
it’s visual and you see moves to 
the music. If you have a friend 
in the show, come support 
them. It just makes you happy 
and more confident when 
you’re performing [when you 
heard friends cheering for 
you]. I think it’s going to be 
a really great time.”

maryclare colombo
staff writer

Looking towards Frelon’s 
upcoming performances

Young Vocalists Concert

On Saturday, April 16, the 
week-long Bach Festival came 
to an end with performances 
by the winners of the annual 
Kalamazoo Bach Festival 
Young Vocalists Competition 
in the Recital Hall of the Light 
Fine Art Center. 

The vocalists came from 
both high school and college. 
The winners of the high school 
division competed with other 
vocalists from high schools 
all around Michigan, while 
the winners of the college 
division competed with college 
students from both Michigan 
and Indiana. 

The winning vocalists 
who performed at the 
Young Vocalists Concert 
were: Cassandra Thompson 
(soprano, 2nd place high 
school division), Alex 

Smith (baritone, first place 
high school division), Cara 
Gross (soprano, Honorable 
Mention, College Division), 
Caitlin Borke (mezzo-soprano, 
Honorable Mention College 
Division), Hayley Girard 
(soprano, 3rd Place, College 
Division), Isaac James 
(baritone, 2nd Place College 
Division), and the winner of 
the College Division and main 
prize Rebecca Myers (mezzo-
soprano). 

“[All of the performers] 
were really fantastic,” said 
Max Palese ’19. “All of them 
sounded really professional 
and put themselves into their 
songs. I wish I could do what 
they did.” 

Rebecca Myers, a junior at 
Eastern Michigan University, 
said,“[Performing in the Bach 
Festival has been] really great. 
I love this [Recital] Hall. The 
sound flows really nicely in 
there. And it’s just been a great 
reception. We really got a lot 

of good support and feedback 
from the competition to then 
bring that and work on with 
our own professors for us to 
do it all over again– make 
some improvements. 

Each of the vocalists sang 
two pieces. One of the pieces 
was in a foreign language and 
one was in English.

The pieces were art songs 
that the vocalist performed 
with a pianist. The songs came 
from a wide array of sources, 
including arias from some 
opera, musical theater, and 
some regular art songs. 

“This past summer, I went 
to a summer program up in 
Boyne City, and the two of 
the pieces that I did are the 
ones that I had brought to that 
camp. So, I got really close to 
them, and they became pretty 
near and dear to my heart. I 
try to perform them as often 
as possible,” said Rebecca 
Myers about her selection of 
the pieces. 

tim decoursey
staff writer

Singers from high school 
and college perform at K

Winners of annual Kalamazoo Bach Festival perform. [Tim DeCoursey / Index]

Come see Frelon Thursday, Friday, and Saturday at 8 p.m.! 

We are incorporating a diaper donation for the Kalamazoo 
community. Please consider bringing diapers or money to 

donate towards the initiative Diapers for Doulas.
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Baseball Wins, Then Hits Hiccup
The Kalamazoo College 

baseball team went into the 
week looking to continue 
their hot start to the MIAA 
season. After sweeping their 
four game series with Albion 
and splitting 2-2 with defending 
MIAA champion Adrian, the 
Hornets began the week in 
Holland with a double header 
at Hope. 

The Hornets took game one 
from the Dutchmen behind a 
strong pitching performance 
from sophomore Ryan Orr, 
and multi-hit games from 
juniors Ian Kobernick and 
Nate Donovan. Orr tossed 
a complete game, allowing 
only five hits and striking 
out five as he improved his 
record to 4-1 on the season. 
Kobernick provided offense 
from the top of the order with 
two hits and three RBI, while 
Donovan produced from the 
nine-hole with three hits. The 
Hornet offense started early, 
with Kobernick driving in two 
runs in the second inning, but 
Orr shut them down over the 
next four innings, and got two 
late insurance runs to secure 
the win. The offense continued 
to produce in game two, putting 
up eight runs through six 

koji vroom
staff writer

Sophomore Ryan Orr is having his second straight standout season for the Hornets. [Beatriz Feijoo / Index]

innings to jump out to an 8-0 
lead over the Dutchmen. Junior 
Aaron Schwark turned in a 
quality start on the mound as 
well, pitching seven innings 
giving up only three runs. The 
eight runs would not be enough 
for the Hornets though, as the 
Dutchmen rallied to score nine 
runs in the last three innings, 
ending with game with a walk-
off walk.

Upon returning home, the 
Hornets found themselves 
on the other end of a rally, 
trailing 9-1 after the top of the 
fifth inning. Kalamazoo was 
not done though, as junior 
Jack Clark started the scoring 
with a two RBI single. Clark’s 
two RBIs led to what became 
a seven run inning for the 
Hornets, but K was unable to 
score in the last two innings 
to complete the comeback. 
Game two of the home series 
was another high scoring affair. 
The Hornets jumped out to a 
5-0 lead through four innings. 
But again it was the Dutchmen’s 
turn to rally, as they scored ten 
unanswered runs over the next 
three innings in what ended in 
a 10-7 defeat for the Hornets 
who fell to 7-5 in the MIAA.

Over the weekend, 
Kalamazoo began a weekend 
series with the Trine Thunder at 
home at Woodworth field. Ryan 
Orr again took the mound to 
start the series, and once again 
tossed a gem, allowing only six 

baserunners and striking out 
eight for his second complete 
game of the week. A five run 
third inning was all the support 
Orr would need as he cruised 
to his fifth win of the season. 
Sophomore Connor Grant led 
the Hornets offense with two 
hits and two RBIs while right 
of the nine Hornets starters 
reached base safely. Again 
pitching in the second game 

of the double header, Aaron 
Schwark turned in another 
solid performance, going seven 
innings and allowing only two 
runs. Kalamazoo’s offense was 
on fire in game two, racking up 
14 runs on 21 hits, including 
four hit games from juniors 
Ian Kobernick and Mitch 
VanKoevering. 

The Hornet offense that 
dominated the Saturday games 

was held silent in the two games 
at Trine on Sunday though, 
notching only seven hits over 
the two games. Despite the 
slowed offense, the Hornets 
jumped out to a 1-0 lead in 
game one, but were unable 
to add any additional runs, 
falling 4-1 in the end. Trine 
dominated in game two from 
the start, scoring two in the 
first, and never looked back, 

holding the Hornets to only 
three hits, and adding five more 
runs en route to a 7-0 defeat 
for Kalamazoo.

Kalamazoo’s next game is 
a break from MIAA play as 
they host Ohio Northern this 
Thursday at Woodworth field 
before the weekend series with 
Olivet. The Hornets enter the 
game at 13-11-1 overall and 
9-7 in the MIAA.

nick marsh
sports editor

Softball Struggles to Win
koji vroom
staff writer

Tennis Falls, 
Metzler Thrives

Check us out 
online at www.
thekzooindex.com 
today!

Team plays multiple 
games this past weekend

Team hosts rival Hope, 
plays away game at 

Calvin

Kalamazoo College’s softball 
team faced off in three MIAA 
double headers this past 
week, traveling to Trine and 
Calvin, while hosting Hope 
in between. The Hornets 
started game one with a hot 
start, with an RBI single from 
junior pitcher Erin DuRoss, 
scoring sophomore Izzy Kirck. 
The Thunder countered with 
runs in the second and third 
innings, but the Hornets took 
back the lead in the fifth with 
a three run inning. However, 
four runs would not be enough 
for the Hornets though, as the 
Thunder added three more 
in the bottom of the sixth 
to seal a 6-4 loss for K. After 
scoring four in the first game, 
the Hornets were held to only 
four hits in game two against 
Trine. The Thunder offense did 
not hold back though, racking 
up 14 runs, including innings 
of four or more in the second, 
fourth and fifth innings. 

The Hornets returned 
home Wednesday to host 
conference rival Hope in a 
double header. Junior Erin 
DuRoss again started game 
one of the series, and pitched 

well, allowing only two runs 
on five hits in a complete game 
effort. DuRoss’ performance 
was not the best of the day 
on the mound however, as 
Trine’s Sydney Jones held the 
Kalamazoo bats to only one 
hit, while striking out 12 in her 
complete game performance. 
In game two the Hornets and 
Hope were back and forth 
for most of the game, and K 
scored two in the seventh to 
tie the game. Hope rallied 
though, and scored a run of 
their own to secure a sweep of 
the Hornets on the day. 

On Saturday the Softball 
team travelled to Grand Rapids 
to play a double header against 
Calvin College. Again DuRoss 
allowed only two runs in a 
complete game performance 
on the mound, this time 
pitching all eight innings, as 
the Hornets won 3-2 in extra 
innings. Calvin jumped out 
to an early 2-0 lead in the 
first inning, but K answered 
in the fifth with two runs of 
their own on a two RBI double 
from senior Victoria Najacht. 
As the game went to extras, 
DuRoss helped her own cause 
by driving in the go ahead run 
with an RBI single scoring first 
year Andrea MacMichael, and 
sealed the deal by pitching a 
scoreless eighth inning. In 

game two, Kalamazoo scored 
in both the first and second 
innings to go up 2-0, but that 
would be all the offense the 
Hornets would get, as Calvin’s 
bats woke up and produced 
11 runs in the following four 
innings to avoid the sweep.

The Hornets continue 

MIAA action this week on 
the road against Adrian, before 
returning home to Kalamazoo 
to face Olivet this weekend. 
The team is 7-18 overall, and 
3-5 in the MIAA.

Senior Paige Maguire swings as she attempts to help her team to victory. 
[Beatriz Feijoo / Index]

The men’s tennis team 
traveled to Elkhorn, Wis. last 
weekend where the played No. 
18 ranked Gustavus Adolphus 
College. The Hornets entered 
the match ranked 37th in the 
nation. While the team will 
experience despair in defeat, 
there is no question they went 
down fighting. 

While Gustavus swept 
the three doubles matches, 
K played very hard, fought 
matches and nearly won at 
two and three doubles. Robert 
Hudson K’16 and Eric De Witt 
K’17 lost 7-4 in a tie breaker 
to lost their two doubles 
match, while first-years 

Riccardo DelOlmo-Parrado 
and Allen Vinson lost 8-6 at 
three doubles. 

Despite the tough loss, the 
team can still take solace in 
their hard fought effort against 
a team with two ranked singles 
players. The mini victory in 
this matchup came when 
junior superstar Branden 
Metzler K’17 defeated No. 4 
Mahanad Alhouni 6-3 7-5 in 
his one singles match. Metzler 
has played exceptionally this 
season and has earned a No. 
18 national ranking for it. It is 
expected his ranking will go 
up now because of his victory 
over the fourth ranked player 
in the country and because he 
remains undefeated this year 
in singles matches. 

The men get back onto the 
court on April 22, 2016 when 

Branden Metzler K’17 
continues winning streak

Junior Spencer Navarre has been a strong upperclassmen contributor to 
the tennis team’s success this season. [Beatriz Feijoo / Index]

CAMPUS JOBS AVAILABLE 
working with the Office of Admission. 

Tours Panels Overnights Greeting Social Media 

Variety of Commitment Levels 

APPLY ONLINE BY MAY 1. 
More info @ reason.kzoo.edu/hive 
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Intercultural Student Life Holds Two-Day Intercultural Conference
Hip Hop event 

introduces students 
to intercultural life on 

campus

On Friday, April 29 and 
Saturday, April 30, the 
Intercultural Student Life 
hosted the Intercultural 
Conference and Hip Hop 
Collective in Hicks and 
the Hicks Banquet Hall. 
Natalia Carvalho-Pinto, the 
Director of the Intercultural 
Center organized the event.

“I wanted to bring an 

MARYCLARE COLOMBO
staff writer

Ernie Pannicioli talks with K student photographer Diana Toj. [Van Forsman / Index]

JANAY JOHNSON
staff writer

event that kind of centers on 
the student group that the 
Intercultural Student life will 
focus on,” Carvalho-Pinto 
said. “A lot of the time we’re 
lumped as this one category, 
as students of color, or 
LGBTQIA students. There’s 
this one space we’re lumped 
into, but we’re from pretty 
different backgrounds.”

The Intercultural 
Conference kicked off with 
a traveling museum exhibit 
hosted by Khalid El-Hakim. 
From periods of slavery, 
to the Jim Crow laws, to 
recent events, the Black 
History 101 exhibit includes 

chronologically organized 
artifacts such as photos, 
letters, dolls, and speeches 
in a walkthrough museum 
in the Banquet Hall. 
Carvalho-Pinto said the 
emphasis is “the importance 
of continuity [and] legacies 
and stories.”

The opening keynote 
speech was given by Ernie 
Pannicioli, a photographer 
that has recorded the history 
of the hip-hop movement 
from the beginning through 
photographing famous 
artists, ordinary streets, and 
communities where hip hop 
was born.

“We see hip hop as 
something that is marketed 
and sold and popularized,” 
Carvalho-Pinto said. “He 
talks about the other side 
of that, how it began as a 
movement for people that 
were different from each 
other but shared in the 
struggle against inequality, 
and how they used hip hop 
as a vehicle to connect and 
share in that struggle.”

Saturday included more 
opportunity to view the 
exhibit, as well as listen to 
a hip hop artist and activist 

Di Named Pulitzer Prize Finalist
Writer-in-Residence 
gives advice to writers

Di Seuss, English 
professor at Kalamazoo 
College, was named a 
finalist for the 2016 Pulitzer 
Prize for Poetry. This is the 
first time a professor at K 
has achieved such an honor. 
Seuss was asked by Graywolf 
Press to write a piece on 
Myrtle Corbin, a woman 
known as the “four-legged 
woman” in the late 1800s 
who was born with dipygus. 
Seuss’s piece ‘Four-Legged 
Girl’ is a collection of poetry 
that is improvisational yet 
enthralling.

“The poems hang 
together because they reflect 
the feelings and ideas and 
memories that were of deep 
concern to me over the 
years of their writing. In this 
case, I was thinking a great 
deal about my years in New 
York City, about addiction, 
romantic love/desire, gender 
identity and how we learn it, 
and the tyranny of beauty,” 
Seuss said of the source of 
her inspiration for Four-
Legged Girl.

Seuss’ passion for writing 
developed after the death 
of her father. She tried to 
cope with the loss through 
reflection and expressing 
her ideas on paper.  

“Writing can move trauma 
from the murky interior 
region to the external world. 
That is a very empowering 
thing. It seems that a feel 
for language was always 
with me, even from an early 
age. I remember making up 
stories in my head--visual 
stories--before I could talk,” 

Professor Di Seuss expects another 
poetry collection to be released in 2018. 
[Photo provided by the College]

Seuss said. 
Seuss has remained 

proactive and completed 
a new collection of poetry 
titled ‘Still Life with Two 
Dead Peacocks and a Girl’, 
which is projected to be 
released in 2018. Her next 
project will be a memoir 
addressing addiction, 
photography and coming of 
age during the 1970s.   

With our very own 
Pulitzer Prize finalist at K, 
Seuss is a huge inspiration 
to those who are passionate 
about writing. 

“Read. Read everything 
you can get your hands 
on, regardless of genre. 
Ask yourself to look into 
the nuances of what you 
read, to demand complete 
intellectual and creative 
engagement of yourself. 
Persist. Something that will 
distinguish you from the 
crowd is your work ethic 
and your ability to persist 
through rejection and a 
feeling of being lost. There 
are many, many incredibly 
talented people in this world. 
Find mentors and make full 
use of them. Respect them. 
Humble yourself to their 
influence,” Seuss said. 

Dejan Lazić perfoms in Stetson Chapel before Kalamazoo community members. [Chris McGuire / Chris McGuire Photo]

ANDREW PARSONS
staff writer

K Hosts Gilmore Keyboard Festival with Dejan Lazić
Stetson filled with 

concert-goers as pianist 
performs

On Sunday, May 1 the 
Gilmore Keyboard Festival 
was featured in Stetson 
Chapel and was attended 
by 220 members of the 
Kalamazoo community and 

student body. Featuring 
Croatian-born Austrian 
pianist Dejan Lazić, the 
program was comprised 
of pieces from C.B.E Bach, 
Britten, Scarlatti, and 
Bartók. Lazićhas appeared 
with a number of orchestras 
including the Budapest 
Festival Orchestra, the 
Rotterdam Philharmonic, 
the City of Birmingham 
Symphony, the Bamberger 

Symphoniker, Swedish 
Radio, Danish National, 
Helsinki Philharmonic, 
Australian Chamber 
Orchestra, and the NHK 
Symphony Orchestra. 

The event was sponsored 
by Sanford Advisory 
Services, a financial 
planning firm of Southwest 
Michigan. The reason for 
the firm’s sponsorship was 
two-fold.  

“We have sponsored 
Gilmore events on three 
occasions, and I love Stetson 
as a venue—I mean, the 
acoustics are amazing—so it 
just made sense,” explained 
Todd Sanford of Sanford 
Advisory Services.  

“We also sponsor a student 
in Sarajevo, and so there 
was a natural interest in 

GILMORE on page 2

AYLA HULL
staff writer

Students Protest K’s Involvement 
in the 2010 Oil Spill 

Stand Out Against Tar 
Sands Industry event 

held at K

An audience gathered 
on the Kalamazoo College 
Quad on Wednesday, April 
27 to hear guest speakers 
discuss the 2010 Kalamazoo 
River oil spill, that occurred 
after an Enbridge, Inc. 
pipeline burst, in protest 
of the college’s endowment 
investment in fossil fuels. 

The event, Stand Out 
Against Tar Sands Industry, 
was organized by Divest/
Reinvest Kalamazoo to 
continue its three-year 
campaign challenging 
K to move investments 
from fossil fuels to a more 
sustainable option. 

Students heard from 
two individuals directly 
impacted by the oil spill: 
Andrew from “Earth 
First! Journal” and Chris 

Wahmhoff, a Kalamazoo 
native. 

Andrew, who would 
prefer we not use his last 
name, grew up in Marshall, 
where the spill occurred. 
He shared that Enbridge 
destroyed extremely diverse 
wetlands, and then failed 
to properly replace the 
wildlife or even clean up the 
tar sands. He condemned 
K’s involvement, “To my 
understanding, K College 
is directly implicit in 
the destruction of over 
167 thousand hectares 
of wetlands and the 
displacement of indigenous 
communities.”

Chris Wahmhoff grew up 
on the Kalamazoo River. 
When the state declared 
the river safe, he paddled 
out for the first time since 
the spill. What he saw was 
“unrecognizable.” That 
which previously thrived 
with wildlife was now a 

TAR SANDS on page 2
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Center for Civic Engagement holds community reflection. [Van Forsman / Index]

We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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connecting our sponsorship 
abroad with something 
local,” he continued. 

Despite having played at 
famous venues all across the 
world, Lazić found himself 
in Kalamazoo this May.  

“[The Gilmore Keyboard 
Festival] is a wonderful 
festival which I knew about 
for many years,” Lazić 
said, adding, “I feel very 
welcomed.”

When asked about his 
body movement, Lazić 
admitted that “it isn’t 
conscious or anything that 
I am really thinking about,” 
and continued to explain 
that he “cannot play these 
colors by being stiff,” rather 
acknowledging that the 
body is an extension of the 
instrument. 

The Irving S. Gilmore 
International Keyboard 
Festival is a prestigious 
biennial springtime piano 
music festival based in 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
showcasing both talented 
artists emerging on the 
international stage and 
accomplished, notable, and 
internationally recognized 
pianists, such as Dejan 
Lazić, at different venues 
throughout Kalamazoo.

Further event information 
can be found at http://www.
thegilmore.org/festival.

OLMECA speak about how 
hip hop was a vehicle for 
him to grow. “It’s continuing 
the conversation of what do 
we need as groups to grow 
on campus or society in 

Greta Herrin K’17, active in the Divest/Reinvest movement on campus, speaks. 
[Photos provided by Emiline Chipman K’14]

sandbar. So when Wahmhoff 
attempted to stand up in the 
water, he sunk into the sand 
and had to be pulled out. He 
emerged with tar sand all 
over his leg. After vomiting 
for the next three days and 
forming a rash, Wahmhoff 

HIP HOP from page 1 campus,” Carvalho-Pinto 
said.

The afternoon closed with 
a Hip Hop panel of artists. 
Hip Hop artists including 
Miz Korona, Supa Emcee and 
Mu performed at Saturday 
evening’s Zoo After Dark. 

Kate Yancho and the Office 
of Student Involvement, 
the Latino Student 
Association, el Movimento 
Estudiantil Chicano y 
Chicana de Aztlan, also 
known as M.E.Ch.A., 
helped Carvalho-Pinto to 

organize the Intercultural 
Conference.

“I chose to use hip hop as 
the segue because hip hop 
and music in general can cut 
across cultures,” Carvalho-
Pinto said. “The speakers 
are speaking about issues 

that are significant and 
central to the population 
the intercultural student 
life aims to work with. 
It’s designed to bring 
people together and start 
some conversation about 
intercultural life.”

GILMORE from page 1

Dejan Lazić, Croatian pianist and composer, at the Gimore Keyboard Festival. [Chris 
McGuire / Chris McGuire Photo]

TAR SANDS from page 1 discovered that the tar 
sands had given him a rare 
skin disease. The disease 
is estimated to be present 
in 0.2% of the population, 
claims Wahmhoff, yet he 
knows eight other affected 
individuals. 

A boy that Wahmhoff 
used to take care of went 

into the Kalamazoo River 
and got the same rash. 
However, instead of a rare 
skin disease, he got cancer.

Both speakers encouraged 
students to hold Enbridge 
responsible for its actions 
and to prevent future 
environmental violations 
by taking a stand. “Every 

time there’s a meeting, we 
can flood [it],” encouraged 
Andrew.

Readers interested in 
receiving more information 
about upcoming Divest/
Reinvest events can contact 
Kieran Williams K’16 at 
Kieran.Williams12@kzoo.
edu.

Kalamazoo resident Chris Wahmhoff speaks to students about effects of the oil spill. 
[Photos provided by Emiline Chipman K’14]

KATIE SCHMITZ
co-editor-in-chief

Student Auditors Work Towards Green Gym
The new fitness center 

would earn a Silver 
Certification through 

LEED

Ogden Wright K’16 and 
Michelle Sugimoto K’17 
are nearing the end of a 
yearlong process of ensuring 
that the new Fitness and 
Wellness Center is built as 
environmentally conscious 
as possible. Last year, 
Wright and Sugimoto were 
hired as student auditors to 
oversee the construction, 
making sure that the 
building would qualify for 
the Silver Level certification 
by the Leadership in 
Environmental and Energy 

Design (LEED) program.                
Last year, Kalamazoo 

College Climate Action 
Network (KCCAN) 
organized a petition in 
an effort to make the 
construction of the new 
gym LEED certified. LEED 
is a certification program 
that employs a rating 
system for construction 
and operation of buildings, 
ensuring that they are as 
eco-friendly as possible. 
Although the College chose 
not to pursue the LEED 
program for this building, 
Wright and Sugimoto have 
the job replicating the 
LEED system, so that the 
building would qualify for 
certification had that route 
been chosen.  

“Our positions were set 
up to show that the school 
is being held accountable,” 
Sugimoto said.                

Wright states that 
the LEED program is 
“incredibly bureaucratic” 
and “very overwhelming.” 
Had the school chosen to 
employ LEED, they would 
have had one shot to get 
everything correct, and had 
they not the building would 
have failed to get their 
Silver Level certification. 
In addition, LEED is very 
expensive and the College 
is saving money from 
abstaining. 

“We would have had 
to pay to ask [LEED] 
questions, and it would have 
taken them months to get 

back to us,” Wright said. He 
continued by stating that by 
not actually using LEED, 
“we get the babies without 
all the labor pains.”              

To avoid the hardship 
and the costs, Wright 
and Sugimoto have been 
employed to do exactly what 
LEED would do, but without 
all the red tape. The two work 
closely with the construction 
company, contractors, and 
interior designers, and have 
managed to make some 
eco-friendly changes to the 
process.  

“We’ve gotten them to 
add more bike racks and a 
charging station,” Sugimoto 
said. The charging station 
can be used on alternative 
fuel vehicles. A lot of these 

types of plans were already 
in place, but it is the job of 
the student auditors to make 
sure that the College and the 
builders follow through with 
these plans.                

There are many different 
levels of LEED certification, 
including certified, silver, 
gold, and platinum. Wright 
and Sugimoto have been 
working to ensure that the 
new gym would qualify 
for a “silver” rating, which 
consists of 50-59 points. 
Every eco-friendly aspect of 
the building, including bike 
racks and charging stations, 
qualifies for one point.               

Wright and Sugimoto will 
eventually have to write up a 
report explaining why each 
point was gained, and give a 

presentation outlining their 
work with the building.

Sugimoto hopes that those 
involved in the petitioning 
for LEED are satisfied with 
her work. “It would be pretty 
hard for them to say they 
don’t like what we’re doing,” 
she said. 

Wright is also glad 
that they have not had to 
directly deal with LEED. 
“The building will have a 
long lifespan, that’s what’s 
important to me,” Wright 
said, “It’s not less green than 
it would have been.”

The building is set to be 
open in time for the 2016-17 
school year. “It’s being built 
at a phenomenal rate. It’s 
beautiful to watch,” Wright 
said.
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Senior Investigates Beauty Standards in China

Towards the end of her 
study abroad experience, Tyler 
Armor K’16 began questioning 
the beauty standards that are 
set for women in China.

“I was speaking with some 
friends about how difficult it 
is to shop in China,” she said, 
“and a lot of people there are 
obsessed with being thin, and 
it’s because the clothes won’t 
fit you if you are not thin. 
That was the moment I was 
like ‘Oh My God, I should do 
something about this.’”

This resulted in Armor’s 
Senior Individualized Project, 
“美丽 / Beauty,” which took 

almost the entire school 
year to complete. While it 
shifted from looking at the 
beauty standards in China 
to comparing American and 
Chinese beauty standards, 
the essence stayed the same.

“People need to realize that 
they are beautiful and that they 
set the terms for what they 
find beautiful,” Armor said.

She started working on the 
project during the summer 
by formulating questions and 
gathering research with the 
help of her SIP advisor, Dr. 
Yue Hong, Assistant Professor 
of Chinese. Her technical 
advisors, Danny Kim, Visiting 
Instructor of Art and Jaakan 
Page-Wood, Media Producer 
and Studio Instructor were 
very helpful to her during the 
filming and editing process.

Armor spent fall quarter 

conducting ten interviews and 
went back to China for a week 
during winter break to gather 
more footage. During winter 
quarter and the beginning of 
spring quarter, she edited the 
final project.

“I had over ten hours 
of interview footage, not 
including all the commercials 
I used, so I spent a lot of time 
in the edit lab,” said Armor, 
whose SIP is about 42 minutes 
in length.

When thinking about what 
type of media she wanted to 
do her SIP in, video became a 
clear option. Before coming to 
K, Armor had aspirations of 
becoming a director, but after 
taking Intro to Documentary 
Video taught by Dhera Strauss, 
she decided she wanted to 
become a film editor, hopefully 
one day working on an HBO 

miniseries.
“I don’t enjoy writing 

papers, but I enjoy editing 
film,” Armor said. “After I 
took Dhera’s Intro to Doc Film 
class and edited my first thing, 
I was like ‘that’s what I want to 
do.’ So after that class, I knew 
I was going to do a doc SIP. 
So, there was really no other 
option for me—it was just 
finding the topic.”

Currently Armor hopes to 
take a year off before applying 
to graduate programs in film. 
She is currently looking at 
schools in Toronto and 
Colorado.

“I don’t know if my SIP 
will have a life outside of K– 
currently I don’t see anyone 
besides friends or family 
watching it– but I do hope 
everyone knows that they are 
beautiful.”

viola brown
staff writer

The Growing Status of the WGS Program

The Kalamazoo College 
Women, Gender, and Sexuality 
(WGS) Program established 
a major three years ago now 
and on May 7 from 2 p.m. to 4 
p.m., they will hold this year’s 
Symposium. Andrew Horton 
K’16, the Department Student 
Advisor for WGS, with the 
help of Dr. Taylor Petrey, the 
Director of the WGS program, 
organized the upcoming event.

Since the WGS Program is 
relatively small there weren’t 
any SIPs that were solely 
within WGS. Instead this 
program encourages more 
interdisciplinary work for 
their major and concentration. 
Thus, the Symposium is 
composed of presenters who 
did their SIPs within other 
departments but that are 
related to WGS.

“Every year [we] do a SIP 
symposium. Many people 
write about a topic within 
another department [so we 

have an] open door policy 
where anyone who wrote 
about a topic relating to 
WGS can present,” Petrey 
explained, giving Horton 
praise for “doing their best 
to invite whomever might 
fit underneath the umbrella 
of WGS.”

Currently there are 12 
majors and 21 concentrators 
within the WGS program. “I 
wrote a SIP that could count 
for WGS…[but] everyone 
is interdisciplinary right 
now…[so I] gathered studies 
from other departments [for 
the Symposium],” Horton 
explained. “There are four 
from the English Department, 
one from the Psychology 
Department, and one from 
the East Asian Studies 
Department.”  

Claire McCarthy K’16 is 
a Psychology major with a 
concentration in Neuroscience 
who was invited to present 
at the Symposium. “My 
SIP is titled, ‘The Effects of 
Expressive Writing Workshops 
on Sexual Assault Survivors’ 
Sense of Empowerment & 
Connectedness: A Proposed 
Study’… My SIP is about 
women’s empowerment 

through written reflection 
and community building,” 
McCarthy said. 

Dr. Petrey explained that the 
program had three goals from 
over the years. They hoped 
to grow the program itself, 
develop a major, and get a full-
time professor hired. These 
goals have been successful 
so far except for the third one 
that has fallen a little behind, 
however “administration has 
approved a half-position in 
terms of a visiting professor 
who will be splitting their 
time between WGS and 
International Areas Studies,” 
Dr. Petrey described. 

Both Dr. Petrey and Horton 
agreed that WGS covers topics 
that are very relevant and 
important with what is going 
on in today’s world. “One of 
the exciting things about the 
program and why so many 
students have been taking 
the courses is because these 
are topic people are thinking 
about today. They are directly 
relevant to things going on 
today,” Dr. Petrey said. He 
hopes to see increased student 
and administration interest in 
this Program.

delaney fordell
news editor
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Alumni Q&A: Kelsey Donk K’15

WGS SIP Symposium 
promises a combination 

of work from other 
departments

Documentarian says she 
wants for everyone to 

know “they are beautiful”

Tyler Armor combined her study abroad experience with her documenta-
ry-making skills to create her SIP. [Photo provided by Tyler Armor]

Q: Can you talk about how 
you’ve spent your time since 
graduating from K?

Kelsey: When I graduated 
last spring, I was planning 
on taking off for France after 
the summer to spend the 
next year teaching English. I 
then had a sort of existential 
crisis and realized that wasn’t 
actually what I wanted to 
do. I spent some time as a 
writer-in-residence at Art 
Farm in Marquette, Nebraska 
to refocus a little. Then, I 

moved to Spartanburg, South 
Carolina. I got a job at Hub 
City Bookshop and spent a 
whole lot of time writing and 
talking books and learning 
about the South. I did end 
up taking off for France in 
the end, but for a completely 
different purpose. Since early 
March, I’ve been a writer-in-
residence at La Porte Peinte 
in Noyers-sur-Serein, a tiny 
village in Burgundy. 

Q: How have you been 
adjusting to your post-grad 
life?

KD: I feel so silly every 
time I say this, but I miss the 
library so much! Maybe that’s 
why I ended up working in a 
bookshop. As soon as I left K, 
I really missed the structure 
of it. Ambiguity really stresses 

for a residency to give myself 
the time to write and then I 
found my way here! 

Q: What advice do you have 
for graduating seniors?

KD: Follow your gut! And 
also, if I’m allowed to pass 
on advice from Marin and 
Jan, follow your curiosity as 
closely as you can. 

Q: What’s next for Kelsey?
In a little over a week, I’ll go 

back to Saint-Malo to finish 
up some research, stop by 
Clermont-Ferrand, where 
I studied abroad in 2013-
2014, and then head back 
to Michigan. In September, 
I’ll begin a Master of Fine 
Arts in Creative Nonfiction at 
the University of Minnesota, 
Minneapolis.

hadley harrison
features editor

Alum combines interests 
in English, French post-

grad

me out, so I had a rough time 
finding a purpose, at first. I 
think it’s been really good for 
me to take a year between K 
and grad school. 

Q: What do you do for work 
now?

KD: Right now, I’m a writer-

in-residence! When I first 
arrived in France, I spent a 
week researching a statue 
called the Vierge de Bizeux 
in Saint-Malo, which is in 
the north of France. I set up 
shop in Noyers-sur-Serein, 
where I’ve been doing a lot 

of writing about the statue, 
working on my French, and 
living in community with 
other artists.

Q: How did you get into 
your line of work?

KD: Last spring, I wrote an 
essay in Dr. Marin Heinritz’s 
Advanced Nonfiction 
Workshop about this statue 
called the Vierge de Bizeux. 
Marin pushed me to do some 
digging and figure out why the 
statue interested me. I ended 
up getting pretty obsessed. At 
one point, I covered one wall 
of my apartment in South 
Carolina with little bits of news 
Saint-Malo historians had 
sent me about the statue. The 
French historians encouraged 
me to come to Saint-Malo to 
research in person, so I applied [Photo provided by Kelsey Donk]
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K College Unveils New 
Gender Neutral Bathroom

riley pizza
opinions editor

  

A few weeks ago, the new 
gender-neutral bathroom 
was unveiled on the first floor 
of the Kalamazoo College 
library in replacement of 
the men’s bathroom that 
was previously there.

In addition to changing 
signs, the urinals were 
removed and a changing 
table was installed.

Transgender and gender 
non-conforming students, 
including myself, have been 
fighting for this all year, but 
this wasn’t exactly what we 
had in mind. 

 Jessa Murshak K’18, is 
glad that the school is taking 
steps to help trans students, 
but doesn’t think the school 
adequately addressed the 
problem.

“I think it was well-
intentioned, but I’m not 
sure that the situation is 
any better,” Mushak said.

 Murshak is referring to 
the school only changing 
one of the bathrooms over, 
leaving the women’s alone. 
This creates two bathrooms: 
one for ciswomen, and one 
for trans people and cis-men. 

This  i s  e sp ec ia l ly 
problematic for transwomen, 
such as Norah Getz, K’17. 
Despite feeling mostly safe 
on K’s campus, she still 
feels nervous using the new 
restroom.

“I know that K as a 
culture is generally really 
accepting...but I still don’t 
entirely feel comfortable 
with being forced with what’s 

essentially a men’s room,” 
Getz said.

Her comments are 
especially valid considering 
that almost all attacks 
on transgender people, 
especially transwomen, are 
done by men.

Not only is this potentially 
dangerous for transwomen, 
but it also separates them 
from other women.“

[The bathrooms are] 
c l e ar l y  s e g re g at i ng , 
specifically transwomen, 
from the femme community,” 
Murshak said.

Both Getz and Murshak 
would have preferred 
if both restrooms were 
changed to gender neutral 
to accommodate people of 
all genders.

However, currently that 
is not an option. According 
to Dean Sarah Westfall, 
building codes outside of 
the school’s jurisdiction 
prevented the women’s 
restroom from being 
converted.

While this means that 
there can not currently 
be two gender-neutral 
bathrooms in the building, 
this should only encourage 
student activists to stand up 
and fight against it.

These only remain that 
way because no one is 
showing up and challenging 
them. Just last year, codes 
were changed to allow 
multi-stall gender-neutral 
bathrooms, a huge step in 
the right direction.

So, in order for trans 
students, like Murshak, 
Getz, and myself, to really 
feel comfortable using the 
bathroom, we need to keep 
changing arbitrary rules and 
making strides to better 
institutions around the 
world. 

May not be helping, 
students say 

Cartoon by Rachel Dranoff K’ 16
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Ronnie Russell K’17 performs. [ Van Forsman / The Index]

Manny Greene opens up the Hip Hop panel discussion. [ Van Forsman / The Index]

Artists from the Hip Hop 
Intercultural Conference 
performed at Zoo After 
Dark in the Hicks Center on 
Saturday, April 30. The acts 
began with aperformance by 
Kalamazoo College students 
Ronnie Russell K’17 and 
Jonathan Evans K’18, who 
performed a track that they 
had written and produced.  

The next performer was 
Kenny Muhammad, the 

Hip Hop Collective Performs at Zoo After Dark 

Human Orchestra. Kenny 
performed several songs. 
Instead of using words, 
Muhammad beatboxed. 
Muhammad made a wide 
variety of sounds, from deep 
bass notes to high treble notes 
throughout his performance.  

After Kenny Muhammad, 
Mu, a rapper from Detroit, 
performed. The first rapper 
of the night, Mu’s act lasted a 
quick three songs, each one in 
which he put loads of passion 
and emotion.  

Super MC, the main act 
of the night, came on after 
Mu. Super MC performed the 
longest block of songs. At one 
point, he also broke out into 
spoken word poetry about 

tim decoursey 
staff writer 

the current situation for the 
black community in Detroit.  

Then Miz Korona came 
up. Her rapping was just as 
passionate and she was just as 
committed to the performance 
as the other acts before her.   

After Miz Korona’s 
performance, Super MC came 
out one more time and did 
another couple of songs to 
wrap things up.   

DJ Los provided the music 
for every performance of the 
night. His Music featured an 
eclectic set of samples, from 
Stevie Wonder’s “Higher 
Ground” to bluesy guitar 
solos. This gave the music a 
feeling that it was more than 
just rap– it was music that 

Anthony Diep introduces famous 
portrait photographer Ernie Panni
cioli.  [ Van Forsman / The Index] 

came before as well.    
“I’m not from Detroit. I’m 

from Ann Arbor, and seeing 
these artists perform made me 
feel like I got to know what 
it’s like to actually be from 
Detroit,” said Thea Givens 
K’19.  

“I was just impressed 
that [Kalamazoo] College 
actually did this,” said Grant 
Lobert K’19. “They brought 
in legitimate rappers in to 
perform to us. That was really 
cool.”

A continuation of 
Intercultural Conference  

Students attended Hip Hop performance. [ Van Forsman / The Index]

Ernie Pannicioli has a history of photographing hip hop artists. [ Van Forsman / The Index]

Austin Vance, Jonathan Evans, and Ronnie Russell performing. [ Van 
Forsman / The Index]

Alamo 
Movie 

Calendar

elise houcek
a&e editor 

Check out these 
upcoming showings 

at Kalamazoo’s Alamo 
Drafthouse Cinema

Visit drafthouse.com/
kalamazoo for specfic 

showing times

2D BATMAN V 
SUPERMAN: DAWN 
OF JUSTICE
 May 4 - May 5

2D RATCHET AND 
CLANK
 May 4 - May 12

2D THE JUNGLE 
BOOK
 May 4 - May 12

MOTHER’S DAY
 May 4 - May 12

THE HOURS
 May 4 - May 5

MONTY PYTHON 
AND THE HOLY GIRL 
Quote-Along
            May 13 - May 14

3D THE JUNGLE 
BOOK
 May 4 - May 5

THE BOSS
 May 4 - May 12

2D CAPTAIN 
AMERICA: CIVIL 
WAR

3D CAPTAIN 
AMERICA: CIVIL 
WAR
 May 4 - May 12

30th Anniversary: 
BLUE VELVET
 May 4 - May 12

GREEN ROOM
 May 4 - May 12

THE HUNTSMAN: 
WINTER’S WAR
 May 4 - May 12

BREAKFAT AT 
TIFFANY’S Mothers 
Day Brunch 
 May 4 - May 12

TO CATCH A THIEF
 May 9

Girlie Night: SPICE 
WORLD Sing-Along
 May 10

THE THREE 
AMIGOS Quote-
Along
 May 11

KEANU
 May 4 - May 12

MIDNIGHT 
SPECIAL
 May 4 - May 5

THE INVITATION
 May 4 - May 5

MAMMA MIA! Sing-
Along
 May 8

MONEY MONSTER
 May 12
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Baseball Ties School Record, 
Softball Splits Final Series

The Kalamazoo College 
baseball team entered the 
weekend with a 13-7 record 
in MIAA play, two wins shy of 
the school record for confer-
ence wins in a season. 

The Hornets traveled to 
Alma on Saturday with hopes 
of returning home having tied 
for the school record. However, 
the Scots had different plans, 
entering the day just one game 
behind the Hornets for third 
place in the MIAA, this series 
was huge for both teams as the 
MIAA tournament fast ap-
proaches. Sophomore Ryan 
Orr took the mound in game 
one for the Hornets, looking 
to capture a team high seventh 
win of the season. Orr found 
himself in a pitchers’ duel right 
off the bat, as Alma junior Alex 
Valasek took the hill looking 
for his sixth win. The two 
hurlers matched each other 
scoreless inning for score-
less inning through the first 
five and a half innings, but in 
the bottom of the sixth, the 
Scots finally broke the dead-
lock, plating two runs. Those 
two runs would be enough for 
Valasek, who pitched a com-
plete game shutout, allowing 
only one hit. 

Game two looked like it 

koji vroom
staff writer

might be more of the same 
for the Hornets, who found 
themselves trailing 3-0 after 
five innings, but a single from 
junior Brett Garwood opened 
the Hornets account for the 
series by bringing home junior 
Mitch VanKoevering. Alma 
replied in the bottom half of 
the inning though, doubling 
their run total and increas-
ing their lead to 6-1. In the 
top of the seventh though, 
Kalamazoo scored three of 
their own, to cut the deficit to 
6-4. The score stayed the same 
until the top of ninth when the 
Hornets came to bat. K started 
off the inning with back to 
back baserunners, a walk from 
first year Jordan Wiley started 
the inning, and game one’s 
starting pitcher Ryan Orr fol-
lowed up with a single. After 
a fly out, junior David Kracht 
singled to cut the deficit to 
6-5, junior third baseman Jack 
Clark then plated the tying run 
with a single, putting the go 
ahead run on third with only 
one out. VanKoevering then 
drew a walk to load the bases 
for the Hornets, and sopho-
more Connor Grant grounded 
out to score the go ahead run. 
Garwood then added two more 
RBI to his stat line, giving the 
Hornets a 9-6 lead going into 
the bottom of the final frame. 
After pitching six innings in 
game one, and contributing 
to the rally in the top half of 
the inning, Orr was then called 
upon to shut the door on the 
Scots with runners already on 

first and second. The sopho-
more made quick work of the 
Alma hitters though, induc-
ing a fly out, and then a game 
ending line drive double play 
to secure the Hornets victory. 

Returning home for day two 
of the series, the Hornets found 
themselves in a familiar posi-
tion, falling in game one after 
Alma scored seven in the first 
two innings. Looking to tie the 
school record in the final game 
of the weekend, Coach Ott 
handed the ball to junior Nic 
Janssen to start the final game 
of the series. And Janssen was 
certainly up to the task, tossing 
6 strong innings, allowing only 
two runs. Connor Grant got the 
Hornets on the board in the 
fourth inning, driving in two 
runs on a double to even the 
game at 2-2. Kalamazoo added 
to their total in the bottom of 
the sixth inning, as VanKoev-
ering plated Clark to give K 
the lead 3-2, and Grant and 
Garwood also added RBIs. 
Again with runners on first and 
second, starter turned closer 
Ryan Orr was called upon to 
get the Hornets out of a jam. To 
no one’s surprise, Orr again got 
the Hornets out of the inning, 
and then pitched two more 
scoreless innings to earn his 
second save of the weekend, 
and seal the Hornets record 
tying fifteenth MIAA victory 
of the campaign. 

The baseball team hosts 
Calvin for senior day this Sat-
urday, and currently remains 
in third place in the MIAA.

After finishing up MIAA 
play earlier in the week against 
Alma, the Kalamazoo Softball 
team travelled to Manchester 
for their final pair of games.

Junior Erin DuRoss got 
the call in game one for the 
Hornets, looking for her sixth 
win of the season. DuRoss was 
pitching well, but Kalamazoo 
still found themselves trailing 
1-0 as they headed to the fifth 
inning. The Hornets began the 
inning by loading the bases, 
putting them in prime posi-
tion to at least even the score. 
They did just that, first year 
Andrea MacMichael reached 
on an error by Manchester, al-
lowing senior Rachel Epstein 
to score to tie the game. Next 
up was DuRoss, looking to 
help herself out on the mound, 
DuRoss cracked a double that 

plated two runs, giving K a 3-1 
lead. The Spartans managed to 
start a small rally in the bottom 
of the seventh, knocking in a 
run to cut the Hornet lead to 
3-2, but DuRoss finished what 
she started by closing the door 
on the Spartans for the com-
plete game victory. 

The performances on the 
mound and at the plate are 
nothing new for DuRoss. The 
junior led the team in At Bats, 
RBI, Doubles, and Hits at the 
plate, settling for second in 
batting average. She also stood 
out on the mound, leading the 
Hornets in Innings Pitched, 
ERA, Wins and Strikeouts. 
DuRoss finished the season 
with career bests in all four of 
those categories as well, fin-
ishing with a 6-11 record, 128 
2/3 innings pitched, and 117 

strikeouts. 
Unfortunately for the 

Hornets, they were unable to 
end the season on a winning 
note. Trailing 3-0, K mounted 
a rally in the top of the seventh 
inning of game two, but strand-
ed the tying run at second 
base in the end. The rally came 
from the bats of seniors playing 
their final games in the black 
and orange, as Epstein started 
off the inning with a double. 
Senior catcher Dana Page then 
doubled to put the Hornets on 
the board, and then scored 3 
batters later when fellow senior 
Victoria Njacht singled her 
home. The senior-led rally 
came up just short though, 
and the Hornets fell in the 
end 3-2. 

Kalamazoo finished the 
season tied for sixth place in 
the MIAA, with a 6-10 confer-

Women’s Tennis 
Finishes Second in 
MIAA

nicholas marsh
sports editor

Men’s baseball has tied 
the school record for 
conference wins in a 

season

Team plays Hope, Albion

The women’s tennis team 
travelled to Hope last Friday 
with a battle for the conference 
on the line. The Hornets fell to 
the Dutch 7-2, and will finish 
second to Hope for a second 
straight year. 

The Hornets fell behind early 
as they lost all three doubles 
matches, with the closest being 
one doubles. Sarah Woods 
K’16 and Sabrina Dass K’17 
were defeated 9-7 by Hope’s 
one singles duo. Once singles 

play got under way it was much 
of the same story, Hope won 
four of the six singles matches. 
Reigning MIAA MVP Woods 
was able to win her one singles 
match 6-1 6-2 to give the 
Hornets a chance, but only 
sophomore Maria Franco could 
muster up a win among the 
other singles players. Franco 
won 2-6 7-6 10-8 at the three 
singles spot. 

Following the loss to Hope 
K did not just call it in for 
their remaining match of the 
season as they beat Albion 
9-0 on Sunday. The Hornets 
played well across the board 
as they swept all the doubles 

matches in dominating fashion 
before moving on to sweeping 
the singles matches as well. 
In the singles matches not a 
single woman lost more than 
four total games. The highlight 
came from first year Sonal 
Bahl who double bageled her 
opponent 6-0 6-0.

The women next compete 
on May 5th here at Kalamazoo 
College. It will be the semifinals 
of the MIAA Tournament, 
where the Hornets will host 
Calvin at either Stowe Stadium 
or Markin Racquet Center, 
depending on the weather. 

Women’s tennis clinched their second straight second place MIAA finish this week. [Beatriz Feijoo / Index]

Women’s Lacrosse 
Clinches Playoffs

The women’s lacrosse 
team clinched a playoff 
spot for the first time in 

program history

nicholas marsh
sports editor

The women’s lacrosse team 
finished their regular season 
this past Saturday with a 12-6 
defeat to Adrian College. 
Despite the loss, the Hornets 
still made the postseason 
thanks to a dramatic win last 
week over St. Mary’s. Thanks to 
the win last week and St. Mary’s 
loss to Hope on Saturday, the 
Hornets successfully clinched 
their first ever playoff berth.

This first ever playoff berth 
in program history comes in 
the first season under new 
head coach Jess Smith. The 
team finished the season 4-4 
this year, doing just enough 
to squeeze into the last of four 
playoff spots. 

The Hornets were led on 
offense this year by first year 
Amanda Moss who racked 
up an astonishing 18 goals 
and 9 assists. Her shooting 
percentage for the season 
was an impressive 55%, even 
though she took more than 30 
shots. Junior Anna Dairaghi 
and Senior Elizabeth Arellano 
helped the Hornets out with 
their strong work rates; picking 
up 16 and 15 ground balls 
respectively. Dairaghi was a 

presence all over the field, she 
had 8 goals this season to go 
along with her 16 ground balls.

One of the major keys 
to K’s success this year has 
been sophomore goalkeeper 
Katie Johnson. Johnson was 
coming off an All-MIAA 
Second Team season and 
has had another wonderful 
year for the Hornets. She’s 
played eight total conference 
games this year, being the lone 
goalkeeper on the team she had 
to play every game, and had 
an impressive goals against 
average of 7.38. She compiled 
almost 91 saves on the season 
and has a save percentage of 

over 60%. Johnson will be a 
big contributor to the Hornets 
if they make a deep run in the 
playoffs this spring. 

The playoff game will take 
place tomorrow, Thursday May 
5th at Albion at 5:00pm. The 
women lost a close one, 9-7 
earlier this season at Albion and 
will be looking to get revenge 
in this game. There is extra 
incentive for the women as 
well, this could be their last 
season for the next three years 
of playoff consideration, as 
their team was one of the teams 
the school has chosen not to 
repackage if the ban appeal 
fails. 

Women’s lacrosse looks to make a major impact in what could be their 
last postseason run for three years. [Beatriz Feijoo / Index]

Erin DuRoss impressed for the Hornets all season long, but the team fell short of playoffs in the end. [Beatriz 
Feijoo / Index] 
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ANDREW PARSONS
staff writer

Students Discuss NYC Trip to Network with K 
Alumni in the Finance Industry
K2BA builds networks, 
careers, and dreams of 

NYC employment

Dozens of students 
attended Tuesday’s “K to 
the Big Apple” presentation, 
an event, which featured 
six current Kalamazoo 
College students and their 
Spring Break experiences of 
meeting with alumni in New 
York City.  

The program, inspired 
by CCPD’s “K to the Bay” 
initiative, a program 

K2BA participants answer questions about their NYC networking experiences. [Andrew Parsons / Index]

which seeks to connect 
Kalamazoo College seniors 
with San Francisco alumni, 
funded seven students of 
varying majors on a trip 
to New York City, where 
they held networking 
and question and answer 
events with alumni in the 
financial and investment 
banking industries and 
toured facilities such as 
the Huffington Post and 
Citigroup headquarters.  

“I know my skills...[but I 
needed to know how could 
I apply them],” said Josh 
Vance K’18, who is pursuing 
a Business and English 
double major.  

Each participant went 
through an application 
process, which involved 
a resume and cover letter 
review as well as phone 
interview with a former 
alumnus.   

After officially holding 
conferences with 19 K 
alumni, and meeting many 
others along the way, 
participants took away 
“valuable lessons” with the 
“understanding [of] the 
importance of thank-you 
notes, email follow-ups, 
and networking through 
LinkedIn.”

“The hardest part for a K 
grad is to get the interview; 

if you get the job, you’re 
fine, because K teaches how 
to learn,” said the group, 
referencing advice they had 
heard from an alumnus. 

The participants stressed 
the importance of career 
opportunities at small 
companies, explaining that 
“internship and early job 
experience matters,” as 
does “making time for your 
passions.”

“Find a mentor early on,” 
explained one participant 
contributing to the 
presentation’s focus on 
networking, “people are so 
willing help.”

MEREDITH ASHTON
staff writer

2016 Medal of Science 
Recipient Speaks at 
Tourtellotte Lecture
Discusses water surfaces 

and their tensions

Dr. Geri Richmond, 
Professor of Chemistry 
at the University of 
Oregon, presented the 
annual Tourtellotte 
Lecture last Tuesday at 
Kalamazoo College on 
the topic “Surf, Sink, or 
Swim: Understanding 
Environmentally Important 
Processes at Water Surfaces” 
and spent the day on campus 
speaking about her career 
and work abroad. 

“It’s our sense that all 
of our speakers for the 
Tourtellotte Lecture are 
on the short list for Nobel 
Prizes in Chemistry,” said 
Dr. Greg Slough, Professor 
of Chemistry.  

Richmond, a U.S. Science 
Envoy, Secretary to the 
American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences, and the 2016 
National Medal of Science 
Recipient, directs Richmond 
Labs at the University of 
Oregon, where her research 
team executes many 
experimental tests and 
theoretical computations 

in relation to water surface 
tension.  

As water surfaces are 
entryways for atmospheric 
pollutants, Richmond’s 
research is highly applicable 
to environmental issues 
such as oil spills and acid 
rain. 

Additionally, Richmond’s 
team has discovered that 
water molecules in the 
air attract sulfur dioxide 
molecules, which begins the 
formation of sulfuric acid, 
or acid rain clouds. 

“Richmond was selected 
by a student committee 
based off of student 
interest in the Chemistry 
department last year,” said 
Slough, who acted as the 
faculty assistant to the 
Tourtellotte Lectureship 
committee. 

“The students wrote and 
delivered the citation for the 
lectureship—all the steps 
in the process were student 
activities. This is how we’re 
so successful in getting top-
tier scientists here—it all 
comes from the students 
themselves,” Slough said. 

Another of Richmond’s 
talks titled “Quilting...” 

NICHOLAS MARSH
sports editor

Nine Athletic Teams 
Declared Ineligible
Student athletes express 
disappointment in the 

College

Earlier this year, on 
March 22, 2016 the NCAA 
concluded an investigation 
into Kalamazoo College and 
penalized the college with 
a three-year probationary 
period and a three year 
postseason ban for all its 
athletic teams. “This case 
centered on financial aid 
violations that occurred 
over five years as a result 
of the institution’s failure 
to remove athletics 
considerations from a 
matrix-rating system used 
for admissions and later in 
the packaging of financial 
aid,” the NCAA report said.  

There is one catch, 
however. The NCAA 
said that if the College 
repackaged its athletes 
under an appropriate matrix 
system, like the one the 
college began using to admit 
students for the autumn of 
2015, then those teams with 
repackaged players would be 
eligible for the postseason, 
all despite the ban. Due to 
this system, and the process 
of decision making by the 
Athletic Director, Provost, 

and College President, only 
certain teams were granted 
repackaging. 

The teams that received 
the good news and will be 
eligible for postseason in 
the next three years are: 
Men’s Baseball, Men’s Cross 
Country, Men’s Golf, Men’s 
Swimming and Diving, 
Men’s Tennis, Women’s 
Cross Country, Women’s 
Soccer, Women’s Swimming 
and Diving, and Women’s 
Tennis.  

This means that the 
school’s nine other 
programs will not be 
repackaged and will not 
be eligible for postseason 
play and championship 
consideration for the next 
three years. These teams 
are Men’s Basketball, Men’s 
Football, Men’s Lacrosse, 
Men’s Soccer, Women’s 
Basketball, Women’s Golf, 
Women’s Lacrosse, Women’s 
Softball, and Women’s 
Volleyball.  

“The women’s lacrosse 
team is a program that was 
started my freshman year, we 
looked forward to building a 
legacy,” Thania Stavropoulos 
K’17 said. “And being able 
to compete for a conference 
championship.” This level 
of competition is now 

NCAA on page 2

JANELLE GRANT
staff writer

College Still Handling Leaking of W2 Forms
Contacting international 

students who may be 
affected overseas

“Last Friday morning, I 
was driving to Pennsylvania, 
when I got a call from the 
President that Catherine 
Bonnes, Director of Finance, 
was alerted to the fact that 
there was an issue with 
the W2’s,” said Jim Prince, 
Vice President for Business 
and Finance at Kalamazoo 
College. 

Prince confirmed that 
the College inadvertently 
e-mailed out W2 forms for 
the 2015 tax year through a 
phishing scam that affected 
1,634 individuals from the 
faculty, staff, and student 
community. 

Communication was a 

JANAY JOHNSON
staff writer

Members of the administration are working to protect the K College community after a staff member leaked W2 forms. [Robert 
Manor / Index]

priority for the crisis team 
that convened Friday, April 
29. “What was critical for 
us was to get out the word 
as soon as possible to those 

who were impacted by this 
to let them know that we’re 
working on a plan,” Prince 
said.  

In an initial e-mail to the 

campus, the College urged 
and reminded individuals 
to sign up for one of three 

W2 on page 2
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PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Read about the art exhibit on female sexuality amd desire by Sophie Taylor-Havens on page 5. [Van Forsman / Index]

We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
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present them in an unbiased manner.  
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compared the process of 
patchwork quilting to that of 
a career path in the sciences.

“Along the way there 
are parts of the quilting 
process that are not very 
attractive. You can’t see the 
bigger pattern that’s going 
to emerge. Finally, it all 
gets sewn together and you 
get this amazing pattern,” 
Slough said. 

The Tourtellotte Lecture 
was supported by the Dr. 
Dee and Helen Tourtellotte 
Lectureship Fund in the 
Basic Sciences, which 
began in 1981 and is shared 
between the Chemistry, 
Biology, and Physics 
departments.

“It’s about interacting with 
really famous scientists, 
really getting into their 
heads, and showing that 
they’re real people with real 
lives,” Slough said.

Dr. Geri Richmond, chemistry professor at the University of Oregon. [Photo provided by Dr. Greg Slough]

SCIENCE from page 1
something Stavropoulos 
and her senior teammates 
will never get to achieve.  

Women’s Lacrosse is not 
alone in this regard. The 
Men’s Lacrosse program 
had its first season ever this 
spring, but now they will be 
ineligible for at least all of 
next year, barring current 
juniors Blake Beauchamp, 
Tyler Kesterson, and 
Clapton Marquis the chance 
of ever competing for a 
conference title.  

Many of the student 

athletes are frustrated with 
the administration, and feel 
they have been cheated and 
unfairly punished. “To not 
be able to compete at all is a 
thorn in the side, especially 
since it is due to an issue 
we weren’t even aware of,” 
Stavropoulos said.  

This is often the 
underlying cause for 
frustration and anger; that 
student athletes are being 
punished for something 
they had no knowledge 
of and played no part in. 
Each team has their own 
reasons to be upset, whether 

it is women’s golf or men’s 
lacrosse as they both looked 
to build momentum for the 
future with promising first-
year recruits this season 
or whether it is women’s 
lacrosse or men’s soccer 
who next year would have 
been legitimate MIAA 
Championship contenders.  

The student athletes 
did not know the NCAA 
investigation existed until 
March, and ever since its 
announcement and the 
punishments that have come 
along with it, bad news has 
followed.

NCAA from page 1

W2 from page 1

credit bureaus (TransUnion, 
Experian, or Equifax) to 
begin a free 90-day fraud 
alert. 

The College is now 
contracted with AllClear 
ID which includes several 
identity services that will be 
free of charge to those who 
wish to enroll for two-years. 
The details and instructions 
concerning AllClear ID will 
be mailed out to individuals’ 
permanent addresses within 
the week.  

“It is a service that the 
college feels is important, 
that we owe to the individuals 
that are impacted by this,” 
Prince explained, “to make 
sure that everything can be 
done to protect everybody 
because we made an error, 

and we know we did.”
Even with efforts to fix the 

problem, students wonder 
how long this problem 
will follow them. Kaitlyn 
Courtenay K’17, a student 
bookstore worker, realizes 
that this scam may result 
in something she needs to 
always be on the look out 
for.  

“I appreciate the 
updates, but I feel that my 
confidentiality was breeched 
because of this, and I may 
have lost a little trust in the 
process, too,” Courtenay 
said.  

Another complicating 
factor is alerting 
international students who 
worked for the College in 
2015, but are now back 
overseas. It will be more 
difficult for them to set up a 

fraud alert on their accounts.  
“The key is to get that 

information in their hands 
as soon as possible, we are 
working with the CIP to 
make sure we can coordinate 
who is where and so forth, 
but it’s not quite as easy,” 
Prince said.   

According to Prince, K is 
looking internally at how to 
go about protecting data.  

“[The e-mail] looked 
very official,” Prince said, 
“it looked like it came 
from a staff member who 
had the authority to ask 
for that information and 
consequently we made a 
mistake, and so now the 
key is to make sure that we 
don’t make mistakes like this 
again going forward.”

S3A    2015-2016 
sexual safety & support alliance

http://reason.kzoo.edu/counseling/s3a/f /s3akzoo @S3AKzoo

In the Cavern, under the Chapel. Call any member any time, and/or drop in to cavern hours.
CAVERN HOURS

winter 2016

*schedule subject to change.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

7:00pm 
-

 8:00pm

8:00pm 
-

 9:00pm

Karen Ceballos-Pineda

k14kc01
310/706-7429

Mireya Guzmán-Ortíz

k13mg01
503/269-5791

Sarah Woods

k12sw01
414/248-9545

Isabelle Ciaramitaro

k12ic01
816/803-7437

Bianca Delgado

k13bd01
773/816-6858

Fiona Evans

k12fe01
917/575-1413

Maddie Grau

k12mg04
608/698-5881

Will Gribbin

k12wg01
616/648-6577

Ellie Grossman

k14eg01
616/204-8230
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Humans of K: Director of 
Intercultural Student Life 
Natalia Carvalho-Pinto

The recently hired Director 
of Intercultural Student Life 
says she became interested in 
the work she does by becoming 
a person of color after her 
move to the United States 
from Brazil. 

“In Brazil, I was part of 
the majority… I look like 
most Brazilians. Systems of 
oppression in Brazil actually 
benefited me. I was middle 
class. Even though I have 
direct African ancestry 
and I can pinpoint it right 
on my grandfather’s side, a 
lot of people did too. In the 
way I look, I was racialized 
as white or in the majority,” 
Carvalho-Pinto says.  “… I 
had no problems navigating 
through anything in Brazil… 
When I got to the US, I became 
a person of color and all of a 
sudden I had to check this box 
that says ‘Latino/Hispanic,’ 
a concept that I never even 
heard of when I was in Brazil.”

Born and raised in Braganca 
Paulista, Brazil, a small 
city outside of São Paulo, 
Carvalho-Pinto had the 
opportunity to travel with her 
parents—who owned a travel 
agency—and the groups they 
would take to places including 
Argentina, Peru, all areas of 
Brazil, and Disney world. She 
worked at the agency during 
the day and took classes in 
the evening. She attended 
a Freire school founded by 
known educator Paulo Freire 
who spoke about oppression 
and systems of inequities. 
The school had a strong 
emphasis in transformation, 
social justice, and the fact 
that everyone can learn from 
everyone, which broke down 
the teacher-student hierarchy. 

“[My] racialization process 
[in the United States] made me 
be able to work at the things 
I had learned through Freire 
… through a different angle,” 
Carvalho-Pinto says. 

Her mother, in addition 
to owning the travel agency, 
worked at a binational center 
where foreign languages were 
taught, and she would send 
teachers from the school 

to the U.S. Eventually, she 
decided to do a program at 
Ferris State University in Big 
Rapids, where she had done 
an exchange program in high 
school. Carvalho-Pinto and 
her sister came along and 
the Director of Intercultural 
Student Life did two years 
of undergraduate school at 
Ferris, went back to Brazil for 
two years, then came back to 
finish her Bachelors degree at 
Ferris. She was hired at Ferris 
right away, and worked there 
until she came to K while she 
also did a graduate program at 
Western Michigan University. 

In the US, Carvalho-Pinto 
says she has to navigate society 
as a person of color and look 
at intersectionality because she 
belongs to oppressed groups in 
certain instances and benefited 
groups in different instances. 
This fascinates Carvalho-
Pinto, who ended up taking 
anthropology classes and 
reading a lot about the subject. 
She specifically referenced The 
Autobiography of Malcolm 
X, which also influenced her 
desire to be in this type of 
work. At Ferris, she worked 
with Latino students and 
policies concerning them. 

“My focus was Latino 
students for a while because 
that was the group I was put 

in through racialization,” 
she says and added that she 
was a founding committee 
for the center for Latino 
studies. She also worked with 
undocumented students at 
Ferris, the first school to have 
a tuition equality policy for 
undocumented students, 
which Carvalho-Pinto helped 
write and teach about at other 
schools. 

However, this is the first 
position Carvalho-Pinto has 
in which it is her primary job 
to create spaces on campus 
for students. 

“Right now I’m still getting 
to know the place…it’s been 
kind of like stepping on 
JELL-O. I never know where 
there is firm ground or where 
I am going,” she says. “I’m 
hoping to develop an active 
advisory board for fall. I want 
students to help guide me in 
this work and give me advice.” 

When Natalia Carvalho-
Pinto isn’t working, she enjoys 
spends time with her eight-
year-old daughter Giuliana, 
and reading, specifically 
biographies and historical 
books, or at a conference. 

“I have a lot of friends that 
are poets and artists… When I 
am not reading you can usually 
find me at a poetry slam or a 
conference.”

mallika mitra
co-editor-in-chief

Kalamazoo FC Signs Jordan Veillette K’16,  Two K Grads

For many collegiate 
athletes, their competitive 
playing careers end after their 
senior season, and for Jordan 
Veillette K’16 that seemed like 
the case following the end of 
the Hornets’ season this past 
fall. Veillette was unsure if 
he would be able to pursue 
a semi-pro or professional 
career this summer because 
many of the leagues begin 
their seasons well before the 
end of spring quarter. But 
then it was announced that 
Kalamazoo FC had been 
formed, and would be joining 
the National Premier Soccer 
League in the summer of 2016. 
Once it was announced that 
Kalamazoo would be home 
to an NPSL team, Veillette’s 
interest immediately spiked.

 “When I heard about 
Kalamazoo FC, I knew it could 
be an opportunity for me,” 
said Veillette. 

As the details about the 
new team came out, it was 
announced that Kalamazoo 
Head Soccer Coach Lumumba 
Shabazz had been hired as 
Kalamazoo FC’s first Head 
Coach. Shabazz held the 
team’s first open tryouts, after 
which he offered Veillette 
spot on the team, along 
Spencer MacDonald K’15 
and goalkeeper Beau Prey 
K’15. The rest of the roster is 
composed mainly of players 
from the greater Kalamazoo 
area, including 5 players 
from Western Michigan 
University. This plays into 
the culture that club owner 
Mike Garrett, Coach Shabazz 
and Kalamazoo FC hope to 
build, bringing together the 
Kalamazoo community, and 
building a fan base by doing so. 

A four year starter for 

the Hornets, Veillette also 
served as one of the team’s 
two captains this past fall, and 
was named to the All-MIAA 
first team for the second year 
in a row. Prey was named to 
the All-MIAA second team 
his senior year, and played 
for Grand Rapids FC, who is 
also joining the NPSL after 
playing their first season 
last year in the Great Lakes 
Premier League.

The team hopes to grow 
the soccer community in 
the Kalamazoo area through 
training camps as well. 
Veillette mentioned that there 
have already been coaching 
clinics for local coaches, and 
that the players will be on 
hand for the youth camps 
to help coach and teach the 
younger players.

Along with building the 
culture of the team, Veillette 
and the rest of the team feel 
that they are ready to compete 
immediately in their first 

season. “We have a bunch of 
guys who have played in the 
NPSL previously, as well as a 
handful of Division 1 players,” 
said Veillete. “We feel like we 
have the talent to compete 

right away in this league.”
Kalamazoo FC begins its 

season on the road at AFC Ann 
Arbor on Friday May 13th, 
and will host its first home 
game at Mayors’ Riverfront 

Park the following Sunday, 
May 15th.

More information can be 
found on the team’s website: 
http://www.kalamazoofc.net/

koji vroom
staff writer
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Senior to play soccer 
professionaly post-grad

After traveling 
throughout South 

America and Michigan, 
she settles in Kalamazoo

Director of Intercultural Student Life Natalia Carvalho-Pinto with her 
daughter Giuliana and the College’s mascot Buzz. [Photo provided by 
Natalia Carvalho-Pinto]

Jordan Veillette K’16 and Spencer MacDonald K’15 will play with the newly created Kalamazoo FC soccer team 
this summer. [Photo provided by Jordan Veillette]

Changing Perspectives 
through Meditation

maryclare colombo
staff writer

Senior to meditate 
at a Zen center after 

graduation

Most people opt for 
traditional post-graduation 
plans, such as jobs, internships, 
and graduate school—but not 
senior Raymond Carpenter. 
Carpenter will be spending 
the year after graduating 
meditating instead. 

When Carpenter was 
younger, he wanted to be a 
veterinarian--until he found 
out he would have to touch 
the insides of animals. He has 
a cat named Bunny, who he 
considers to be his role model. 
“She’s gray and fat (she prefers 
‘big boned’) and super clumsy.” 

He then considered 
becoming a librarian, but 
he said now he has no idea 
what he wants to do, which 
he said seems like “a standard 
Kalamazoo College answer.”  

He is thinking about 

becoming a monk. He will 
be going to a Zen meditation 
center in California for a year 
after graduation, where he will 
be meditating with others. “I 
think this year will be a really 
good trial run,” he said. 

Carpenter first became 
interested in meditation 
during his first year through 
psychedelics. “Freshman 
year was eye opening in a 
lot of ways, with a lot of new 
perspectives,” Carpenter said. 
“I was working a lot with 
concepts, and meditation 
allows you to put them aside 
for a little bit.” 

Three years ago he started 
meditating, but it wasn’t until 
a year ago that he started 
meditating on a daily basis. 
According to Carpenter, he’s 
noticed a change because of 
his meditating. “It makes me 
happier, and it allows me to 
make other people happier,” 
Carpenter said. “I care a lot 
more about other people’s 
happiness.” 

He said although changes 

are subtle, they are consistent 
and have made him more 
peaceful. He said he used to 
be more anxious and slightly 
depressed. “I still get angry, 
obviously, and kind of sad, 
but meditation allows you to 
automatically take a step back 
and go back into it in a different 
way, so you can still be angry, 
but it changes,” Carpenter said. 
“It doesn’t consume you as 
much anymore, it’s like ‘okay, 
I’m angry.’” 

Carpenter said the goal for 
meditation is “enlightenment,” 
but he’s even not sure what that 
means. “Whether or not that 
exists, I think it’s a good goal 
to strive for,” he said. 

“It’s kind of strange how it’s 
like living in the moment but 
also having the broad view of 
things, the grand sweep of 
history,” Carpenter said. “Like, 
it doesn’t really matter if I have 
a final that’s coming up. It’s just 
being able to step back. I want 
to be a good person; I want to 
be kind to people. It lets me 
keep in mind my ideal self.”

Ray Carpenter K’16 in July at the Sleeping Bear Dunes. [Photo provided by Ray Carpenter]
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Letter from 2016 Class Agents
rey hernandez

copy editor

Why We Need a New Pool
malak ghazal

staff writer

Letter from a swimmer

I open the door to walls of 
All American Certificates, 
pass the Conference 
Championship trophies, and 
walk into Kalamazoo College’s 
natatorium. 

Its powerful scent of 
must, mold, and chlorine 
has become associated with 
memories of swim season. 
It’s my home of yellowing 
ceiling tiles, a dismantled 
deck, rust ridden pipes, mice-
infested walls, faulty filters, 
sinking infrastructure, poor 
ventilation, and one of K’s 
most decorated athletic teams. 

It’s evident the natatorium 
needs to be replaced. The 
routine repairs on the 
primitive equipment are 
disproportionally high to the 
rest of the campus upkeep. 
Paul Manstrom, Director of 
Facilities and Management 
emphasized the inefficient, 
fragile, and costly building 
has only a few years left.

“The chlorine compounds 
are eating away at the concrete 
and steel infrastructure. 
Something catastrophic 
is going to happen to the 
building within the next two 
to three years,” Manstrom said. 

As a swimmer, I’ve 
experienced the usage conflicts 
with practices, open swim, 
physical education classes, 
club teams and the Swim for 
Success Civic Engagement 
program. The team has two 

different practices and divers 
practice at 6 a.m. When it 
comes to meets, there’s hardly 
any deck space to breathe. 
Meanwhile, it’s a hard sell for 
prospective athletes when 
compared to facilities at 
Calvin, Hope, and Denison, 
making the recruiting process 
a challenge. 

All the while, the natatorium 
ironically contrasts with the 
nationally recognized vision of 
the K experience--priding itself 
on a fully integrated student 
experience, outstanding co-
curriculars and fantastic 
facilities and staff to excel in 
the classroom and beyond. 
Amid the rotting facility, the 
program still maintains its 
tradition of excellence with 
dozens of conference titles 
and NCAA champions. 

While the Fieldhouse, 
Stowe, and the Fitness center 
projects were advertised to 
emphasize the importance of 
exercise and sustainability in 
everyday life, those of us who 
make our daily trek to the 
swimming pool feel cast aside, 
constricted, and undervalued.

The flipside is promising for 
the program. The conceptual 
plans posted on K’s giving 
page show the new 37,813 
square foot facility, which 
would include 10 short course 
lanes for competition, 6 extra 
lanes for recreational use, two 
three-meter diving boards and 
two one-meter diving boards, 
classroom and dryland space, 
and seating for 350 spectators. 

All of this, I believe, will 
give swimmers and coaches 
the opportunity to create 

a stronger name for the 
program.

Aside from the team, one 
could imagine the friendlier 
environment for fulfilling the 
purpose of fitness and wellness 
would increase in campus 
involvement.

 The greater Kalamazoo 
community would be able to 
rent the space out for high 
school meets, club teams, 
learn-to-swim programs, 
sports camps, and the growth 
of Swim for Success, making 
opportunities for revenue 
gains. Manstrom says the 
energy efficiency would 
increase by 250%.

As K approaches capital 
projects through means of 
fundraising, we’ve gained 4 
out of the 15 million needed. 

Manstrom and other 
members of the fundraising 
team agree the longer the 
school waits to put a shovel 
in the ground, the greater the 
price. The school needs to take 
action on the project soon. 
Its life expectancy is short as 
it continues to crumble into 
the ground.

More than 10 years has 
passed since promises of a 
new pool were made to Coach 
Milliken. While I’ll miss the 
retro and literally rustic feel, 
I’d prefer to romanticize 
walking past the trophies, the 
All-Americans, and into a 
natatorium created to continue 
exceptional swimming and 
diving- making our potential 
for greatness continue to grow 
as a team, as an institution, 
and as a community. 

[Malak Ghazal / Index]

Hey Seniors (and fellow 
classmates in general)

Our tuition, currently at 
$42,846 (not including room 
and board for those who live 
on campus), only covers 
about 76% of our time at K 
throughout the school year 
and everything else is covered 
by the gifts from generous 
donors who believe in the 
power and effectiveness of 
our K education. These 
donations fund everything 
from scholarships to faculty 
resources and our greatest 
needs, which can range from 
supporting sustainability on 
our campus to managing 
unexpected needs.

One of the things about my 
K education for which I am 
always grateful is that many of 
my experiences here would not 
have been possible without this 
support from donors. Much of 
my financial support for my 
study abroad program came 
from K scholarships. Without 
those scholarships, I would 
not have experienced travel 
to a new continent and had 
the opportunity to expand 

my horizons through cultural 
immersion. In addition to 
that, one of the most defining 
experiences of my time here at 
K was my unpaid internship 
through the CCPD which 
I did during the summer 
before my sophomore year. I 
received a generous grant to 
live in Philadelphia for two 
months which allowed me 
to fully participate in this 
internship that has helped 
me to advance in my career 
ambitions. As a student on 
scholarships, the donations to 
the Kalamazoo College Fund 
have allowed me to continue 
my K education and be a part 
of many experiences without 
having to work overtime and 
rely solely on my paychecks 
to keep me going.

The Kalamazoo College 
Fund that supported and 
enhanced my education and 
time at K, cannot continue to 
do what it does for students 
without the kindness and 
willingness of those donors to 
give back to the College. Those 
senior classes and K alumni 
decided to give back so that I, 
and soon the next generation 
of Hornets, can continue to 
enjoy these experiences and 

more. I know that members 
of our class are unsure as to 
what it means to give back 
K. Many of you may even be 
questioning why we, as seniors, 
should give back. Every one of 
has had an experience at K that 
wouldn’t have been possible 
without the generosity of those 
who walked the Quad before 
us. So, fellow seniors, we ask 
that you join us this Friday, 
May 13th at the Hornets Suite 
from 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. to 
further discuss the Senior Gift 
Challenge as well as to pay it 
forward with our Senior Gift.

If you have any questions, 
concerns, or comments about 
the Kalamazoo College Fund 
and how your contribution 
works, don’t hesitate to contact 
any of us. You can find us on 
campus, on Facebook, and 
can also learn more about 
the Senior Gift here: http://
www.kzoo.edu/giving/kcf/
senior-class/

Best,
Rey Hernandez on behalf of 

the Class of 2016 Class Agents: 
Tutu Huang, Kelly Ohlrich, 
Dylan Polcyn, Tyler Armor, 
and Alexis Fiebernitz

[Cartoon by Rachel Dranoff]

The Index
The Student-Run Paper of 

Kalamazoo College Since 1877

1200 Academy St.
Kalamazoo, MI 48306

index@kzoo.edu

The opinions expressed herein are solely the works of their authors and do not necessarily constitute the official position of 
The Index. Letters to the editor are welcome, but may be edited for length, grammar and libel.  Please direct submissions to 

our email: index@kzoo.edu. For our complete editorial and submissions policy, please visit www.thekzooindex.com



11 MAY 2016 Arts&EntErtAinmEnt PAGE 5

Senior Looks at 
Female Sexuality for SIP 

viola brown
staff writer 

tim decoursey
staff writer 

Students explore the exhibit on female sexuality and desire. [ Photo 
provided by Sophie Taylor-Havens K’16.]  

Caravan!: Jazz Band Rocks End-Of-Year Show 

“The Weather 
Underground”

Pin the clit, an installation. [ Van Forsman / Index ]  

Concert review 

Walking into Dalton Theater 
fifteen minutes before show 
time to see the space already 
half-filled was my first 
indication that this show 
would be one to remember.

The second was the sound 
of the opening improvisation 
group who were jamming 
out in their own world before 
the start of the show. Despite 
playing while everyone was 
having side conversations, 

riley pizza
opinions editor

each soloist received cheers 
after each piece, suggesting 
that people were still keenly 
listening to the music. 

As soon as the rest of the 
band, followed by director 
Tom Evans, walked onto the 
stage, the first song began—
no introduction. It was fun, 
lively, and upbeat: a great start 
to the concert. 

The second song, which 
gave me the strangest urge 
to stand up and jive, was 
best characterized by tenor 
saxophone player Colin 
Walker K’19. He covered 

notes so quickly and with such 
precision that I was certain 
his sax valves were just an 
extension of his fingers. 

After that, they moved 
into a Latin piece. The star 
of this piece was Mary Beth 
Arendash K’19, who infused 
the melody so well into her 
solo that when she changed 
a note here or there, I was 
pleasantly surprised and kept 
on my toes. 

Later on in the set, after 
several more jazz tunes, 
trumpet player Kieran 
Williams K’16 was featured 
in a ballad-style piece–a nice 
change from their previous 
tunes. His notes echoed 
across the theatre, captivating 
everyone. 

The piece also featured 
pianist Otto Kailing, a student 
at Kalamazoo Central High 
School. Halfway through his 
solo, you could see him lose 
himself in the music, letting 
his fingers and his ears drive 
the music, not his mind. 

After that, the band played 
another Latin piece, with tenor 
saxophone players Brian 
Cunningham-Rhodes K’16 
and Sagar Rafai K’19 taking 
solos.  

However, the real MVP of 
the piece was the background 

Festival Playhouse of 
Kalamazoo College wraps up 
its 52nd season with a flourish 
with Molière’s comedy, “The 
Learned Ladies” in the Nelda 
K. Balch Playhouse, Thursday 
through Sunday, May 12-15.  

The play, first produced in 
1672, has been perceived as 

Molière’s criticism of educated 
women.  Director Marissa 
Harrington, however, believes 
“his mockery was of the excess 
in which the women of this 
play indulge.  We must always 
seek balance.”

“Though the play encourages 
female empowerment,” 
explains Dramaturg Lauren 
Landman K’18, “it also 
emphasizes the chaos that 
occurs when indulgence 
becomes immodesty--not 
unlike popular television 
shows such as “Keeping Up 
with the Kardashians” and 
“The Real Housewives of 
Beverly Hills.”

laura 
livingstone-mcneils 

festival playhouse 
manager 

“ To i l lustrate  this 
parallel, Festival Playhouse’s 
production will transform 
audience members into avid 
fans of reality television, 
offering a behind-the-lens 
perspective that will question 
what exactly it means to be 
‘learned’.”

With today’s reality 
television shows becoming 
increasingly popular, 
Harrington poses a question to 
the audience: “Do we demand 
enough truth from ourselves 
and each other?”

The play opens Thursday, 
May 12, at 7:30pm. Additional 
evening performances occur 

Learning for Learning’s Sake or Learning 
to Keep up with the Kardashians? 

College Playhouse 
to perform 

“The Learned Ladies”

Art exhibit inspired by 
psychology class  

Activists look back 
on the past 

When Sophie Taylor-
Havens  K’16 was growing 
up she used to love playing 
with  her hands, so coming to 
college it was a no-brainer that 
she would major in studio art.  

“I started out taking 
ceramics classes, because I 
found it necessary to have a 
creative outlet and making 
things,” Taylor-Havens said. 

Taylor-Haven’s  three-
dimensional   Senior  
Individualized  Project, 
“Celebrating  Female  Pleasure 
and  Desire:  A  Party,”  was  
inspired  by  her  Advanced  
Psychology  of  Sexuality  
course that  she took this past 
winter. 

“The  lens  for  that  class  
was  positive  sexuality  and  
[that]  we  should  be  able  to  
talk  about  it,” Taylor-Havens  
said. “Sex  is  healthy  when  

it’s  consensual  and  safe  and  
should  be  open  to multiple 
interpretations and desires.”

One  of  the  pieces  in  her  
collection, “Pin  the  Clit,”  was  
inspired  by  articles  about  
the  lack  of knowledge of the 
female orgasm and how it’s a 
political issue because society 
places much more focus on 
male pleasure. 

“If you don’t know what the 
clitoris is, Google it because 
it’s important,” she said.  

Even though Taylor-Havens 
completed her SIP during the 
end of winter quarter, she 
doesn’t feel done  with  it  
and  would  like  to  explore  
more  and  make  more  pieces  
working  towards  the  same 
goals. 

Her  SIP  advisor,  Sarah  
Lindley,  Professor  of  Art,  
was  really  helpful  during  the  
process  by constantly asking 
questions and giving Sophie 
her knowledge of installation 
and social practice. 

“I’m  interested  in  
installation and I’ve always  
been  itching towards it but not 
quite going there, so I got to do 

The film “The Weather 
Underground” was shown 
and a discussion was held 
afterwards on Thursday May 
5 in Dewing 103. The event 
was sponsored by the Arcus 
Center. 

“ T h e  W e a t h e r 
Underground,” released in 
2002, follows the rise and 
fall of The Weathermen, a 
radical leftist organization 
active throughout the 70s. The 
Weathermen were a militant 
faction of the Students for 
Democratic Society (SDS). The 
main goal of the group was the 
overthrow of the United States 
government because of their 
involvement in the Vietnam 
War and the oppression of 
African-Americans.   

The Weathermen gained 
notoriety for a large bombing 
campaign of government 
buildings. The Weathermen 
warned the people about the 
bombs beforehand so that no 
one would be harmed in an 
explosion. After the end of 
the Vietnam War, the group 

began to fall apart, and the 
group was defunct by 1977.  

After the showing, 
two former Weathermen 
Movement members, Bill 
Ayers and Bernadine Dohrn, 
who were also featured in 
the film, answered questions 
at the event about their past 
experiences and their current 
activism. They both had regret 
that they lacked compromise 
and intersectionality as 
Weathermen.  

“Looking back at it, I’m not 
proud of everything that I 
said,” said Dohrn. “Now I’m 
not defending any tactic or 
the words. I’m just saying 
we were on the right side of 
history. And we tried and tried 
and tried to stop the Vietnam 
War, and we tried to throw 
ourselves on the side of the 
black freedom movement– 
for that I have no regrets. But 
for the sectarianism for the 
certainty that ours was the 
only way for making enemies 
out of friends... I have massive 
regret.”

They also wanted to disprove 
the idea of the certainty during 
the time. “The idea that ‘ Oh, it 
all made sense, everyone knew 
what we were doing,’” said 
Ayers, “It’ s utter nonsense. No 
one knew what we were doing. 
We were doing our best.”

it for my SIP,” Taylor-Havens 
said. “It’s a capstone of my 
experience at K because it’s 3D 
and focuses on the themes of 
food and the body. It was also 
a cool way to bring together 
my interest in education, art 

and social justice.”
After  graduating  from  

K,  Taylor-Havens  plans  on  
moving  to  Philadelphia  in  
the  fall,  and  get involved 
with the art community and 
art non-for-profits there. 

Friday and Saturday, May 
13 and 14, at 8p.m., and a 
matinee concludes therun 
on Sunday, May 15, at 2pm. 
Tickets are $5 for students, $10 
for seniors citizens, and $15 for 
other adults. For reservations 
call 269.337.7333. For more 
information, visit www.kzoo.
edu/festivalplayhouse. 

The performance features 
Elaine Kauffman, costume 
designer; Lanford J. Potts, 
scenic and lighting designer; 
and Val Frank K’17, sound 
designer. This production of 
“The Learned Ladies” has been 
translated into English verse 
by Richard Wilbur. 

of the band, since whenever 
they played behind the sax 
players, the soloists played 
more confidently and 
produced some truly amazing 
music.  

After two encores, tens of 
solos, Senior Chris Monsour’s 
donation of his drum set, and 
a large crowd of dancing 
students, the final jazz band 
concert of the year came to 
a close. 

While everyone will miss 
graduating seniors Williams, 
Monsour, Cunningham-
Rhoads, and Marlytt Garrido 
next year, the up-and-coming 
undergraduates will certainly 
make next fall a show you don’t 
want to miss. 

[Beatriz Feijoo / Index]  
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Baseball Clinches Playoff Spot, 
Sets Win Record 

First-year Jordan Wiley celebrates scoring some runs with a teammate, as his excellent baserunning has been key 
to the Hornets success all year long. [ Beatriz / Index ]

Kalamazoo College Baseball set an MIAA win record this past weekend

The Kalamazoo College 
Baseball team finished regular 
season play this past week, 
playing their final MIAA series 
of the year against the Calvin 
College. The Hornets entered 
the weekend tied for the school 
record for wins in an MIAA 
season, and were one win away 
from clinching a playoff spot 
in the MIAA tournament. 

The team began the 
weekend series at home on 
Friday. Sophomore ace Ryan 
Orr looked to lead them to 
victory on the mound, and 
clinch the playoff berth and 
school record on day one of 
the series. It looked as if the 
Hornets would do so too, as 
they took a 1-0 lead into the 
bottom of the fourth inning on 
an RBI single from sophomore 
Josh Reuter. The Knights 
responded quickly though, 
when junior Colton Wolfe 
blasted a two-run home run 
to put Calvin on top 2-1. K 
would reply in the bottom half 
of the inning to even the game, 
as junior David Kracht drove 
in fellow junior Ian Kobernick 

on a sacrifice fly. Wolfe was not 
satisfied with just one big fly 
though, and when he came to 
the plate in the seventh, he put 
the Knights on top for good 
3-2 with his second home run 
of the day.  

In game two, the rest of the 
Calvin bats woke up, piling 
on ten runs, including two 
three run innings. The Hornet 
offense doubled their run total 
from the first game, scoring 
four runs, but fell 10-4 in the 
end. 

Still looking to clinch 
their spot in the playoffs, the 
Hornets travelled to Grand 
Rapids, Mich. on Saturday for 
the second day of the series. 
Coach Mike Ott turned to 
junior starter Nic Janssen on 
the mound, and Janssen was 
up to the task.  

The junior tossed 5 and 2/3 
innings, allowing three runs, 
but only after K had plated four 
runs of their own. K started the 
scoring in the second inning, 
on a sacrifice fly from junior 
Brett Garwood. The Hornets 
added three more in the third, 
the first of which was created 
by first year Jordan Wiley, who 
stole third base, and came 

koji vroom
staff writer

Eric De Witt has been one of the key contributors to the Hornets all season long. [ Beatriz / Index ]

Men’s Tennis Clinches 41st 
NCAA Championship Appearance 

Men’s tennis downed Hope 
College last Friday 5-1 at Stowe 
Stadium. With the victory the 
Hornets will now compete 
in the NCAA Championship 
Tournament for the 41st 
straight season. K is the only 
program that has competed 
in all 41 tournaments since 
its inception in 1976. 

The Hornets have been led 
all season by one singles player 
Branden Metzler and he led by 
example again in the match 
against Hope. Metzler, who 
is undefeated on the season 
(19-0), won 8-1 at one doubles 
with sophomore partner Elan 

Dantus before double bageling 
his opponent at one singles. 
This was the third MIAA 
one singles match where 
Metzler has double bageled 
an opponent this year. 

The Hornets aren’t just a one 
man team however, as Dantus, 
Bo Hudson K’16, Eric De Witt 
K’17, And Allen Vinson K’19 
have all contributed this year 
among others. Metzler, Dantus, 
and Hudson were all selected 
to the MIAA Men’s Tennis 
First Team, while De Witt and 
Vinson were selected to the 
MIAA Men’s Tennis Second 
Team. K players took up five 
of the twelve spots up for 
honors in this year’s teams of 
the season. 

Metzler also picked up his 
third straight MIAA Most 
Valuable Player award, he 
continues to remain undefeated 
in all MIAA matches, singles or 
doubles, throughout his career.  

Kalamazoo will play Messiah 
College (Pa.) in the first round 
of NCAA Championships. The 
match will be played at Case 
Western Reserve University 
in Cleveland, Ohio. While the 
date and time has yet to be 
determined, the Hornets do 
know they will play Kenyon 
College the following day if 
they can win their first match.  

Men’s tennis keeps 
the streak alive as they 

defeat rival Hope in the 
postseason conference 

championship

nicholas marsh
sports editor

home on an errant throw by 
the Calvin catcher. 

Sophomore Connor Grant 
then drove in two more on an 
RBI single. Coach Ott then 
turned to first year Scott 
Zychowski to finish what 
Janssen started, and the first 
year hurler delivered. He threw 
1 and 1/3 innings of hitless 
baseball to earn the save, and 
clinch the playoff berth for 
the Hornets.  

In game two, both teams’ 
bats came to life, and only 
through four innings K found 
themselves behind 7-5. The 
Hornet offense did not stop 
there though, adding one run 
in the sixth, followed by three 
in the top of the eighth to give 
them a 9-8 lead.  

Calvin put the pressure 
back on Kalamazoo though, 
scoring three of their own in 
the bottom half of the inning 
to regain an 11-9 lead. K would 
not go away that easy though, 
loading the bases with two 
outs in the top of the ninth, 
setting the table for junior 
cleanup hitter Mitch 

VanKoevering, who became 
the second Hornet batter to be 
hit by a pitch in the inning, 

cutting the lead to 11-10. Next 
up was Kracht, who fought to 
a full count before drawing the 
game tying walk. Kalamazoo 
continued to score in extra 
innings, adding five in the 
10th on hits by Orr, junior 
Jack Clark, and VanKoevering 
to put them on top for good 
16-11. 

The two wins on Saturday 
not only clinched the Hornets 
a playoff spot in the MIAA 
tournament, but also set 
records for wins in a season 
(21), and MIAA wins in a 
season (17). 

The Hornets will travel 
to Adrian to begin MIAA 

tournament play as the 4 seed 
later this week. Kalamazoo 
was the only team to beat the 
Bulldogs twice this season, 
and will look to do so again 
to extend their season in 
hopes of winning the MIAA 
and reaching the NCAA 
tournament. 
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Constant Discrepancies in the STEM Field 
Present for Women and Minorities

Patricia Valoy speaks 
about problems women 
and minorities face in 

school and the workforce

On Monday, May 16, the 
Kalamazoo College Arcus 
Center welcomed Patricia 
Valoy, an engineer and 
project manager, feminist 
writer, and STEM advocate, 
to speak to students, faculty 
and community members 
about the difficulties that 
women and minorities face 
throughout their education 
and workforce experiences.  

Melba Flores K’18 
introduced Valoy as an 
inspiration to her for 
the “work she is doing 
advocating for women [and 
minorities] to be more a 

Patricia Valoy speaks with students in the Arcus Center. [Rachel Carson / Index]

BARCLAY on page 2

part of STEM.” Valoy has 
her Bachelor of Science 
from Columbia University 
in Civil Engineering and 
speaks out about the 
issues that women of color 
and underrepresented 
minorities face in the 
STEM field and other male-
dominated professions.  

Valoy explained her 
experience going through 
the education system 
and working in a male-
dominated field. 

“Even though I’ve made 
it ... [I’m the] only woman 
and person of color in my 
department [and] I don’t 
have anybody to talk to 
about my experiences.”

“The idea that you’re 
allowed to not like math 
or not be good at math [is 
accepted] but when you are 
a girl or a minority then 
that’s grouped together,” 
Valoy continued. “If you are 

a girl [and/or] a minority, 
you are automatically bad 
at math. ... We are already 
telling our children that they 
are predestined for this.”

Valoy showed examples 
of commercial products 
and media images that are 
telling children that they 
aren’t going to be successful 
at STEM. She showed the 
“Timeline of Failure” which 
explained the stages that 
women and minorities go 
through in their educational 
and professional STEM 
careers, which ultimately 
lead to about 50 percent of 
professional quitting their 
careers by their mid-30s 
and early 40s. “[Women and 
minorities] don’t have a lot 
of mentors. Companies are 
starting to see that they need 
to hire more women and 
minorities. It’s changing but 
bosses are still white men.”

The key to fighting 

back against these 
discrepancies, according 
to Valoy, is to be “actively 
aware.” She explained that 
some solutions include 
recognizing bias and 
implementing training, 
supporting equal pay and 
maternity leave, refusing to 
sit on non-diverse panels, 
reconsidering gendered 
wording, and knowing your 
Title IX. When the floor was 
opened to questions from 
the audience, one person 
asked, “How do you not get 
burned out by the racism 
and the sexism?”

“I do get burned out,” 
Valoy confessed. “[But] the 
way that I avoid wanting to 
quit everything is talking to 
students, like you all. ... I see 
all these young women and 
people of color still fight and 
[I remember] I’m fighting 
for [and with] them. Maybe 
it won’t change for me but it 

ANDREW PARSONS
staff writer

History Professor Dr. Barclay to 
Retire End of This School Year

Reflects on time at K

“I’ve just been showing 
up for a long time,” 
remarked Margaret and 
Roger Scholten Professor 
of International Studies Dr. 
David Barclay. Jokingly he 
continued, “didn’t [Woody 
Allen] say that 80 percent of 
life is just showing up?”

Having taught parents of 
K students and even current 
K professors, Dr. Barclay 
has borne witness to five 
presidents, seven provosts 
and four decades of K 
history.  

But after 42 years at K, 
why retire now? 

“One reaches a certain 
point in life where one 
figures they want to do 
other things,” Dr. Barclay 
explained, quickly adding, 
“though I will still be 
involved in the academic 
world.”

“I have been directing 
the German Studies 
Association – a group 
of historians, political 
scientists, economists, and 
other academics who study 
the German speaking world 
– for the past 11 years, and it 
will continue to be a part of 
my life.”

Beyond involvement 
in administrative duties, 
historical research won’t 
end for Dr. Barclay, who 
explained, “I have three 
book projects that I would 
like to bring to completion 
in the next few years, and 
I’m pleased that I finally 
get the chance to finish my 
[highest priority] project.”

Dr. Barclay is currently 
writing a history of West 
Berlin, covering the Cold 
War years between 1945 and 
1994. He expects the book to 

be finished by next year.  
Works concerning 

Germany are common of 
Dr. Barclay, whose academic 
expertise lies in modern 
European history.  

“[People] assume that I 
must be of German ethnic 
origin ... but my roots are 
mostly Scottish. My interest 
in European, and specifically 
German, history is actually a 
direct result of growing up as 
a baby boomer surrounded 
by World War II veterans.”

Dr. Barclay accredits the 
distillation of his long term 
interest in history – one 
that began “in the fourth 
or fifth grade” – to his late 
undergraduate professor Dr. 
Max Kele, who was “truly 
remarkable...and pushed the 
intellectual envelope.”

“I owe him a massive 
debt,” Dr. Barclay observed.  

After ten years of 
university study, Dr. 
Barclay’s Kalamazoo career 
began with his arrival in 
Michigan. 

“I wasn’t sure what to 
expect when I arrived. I 
knew nothing almost about 
small liberal arts colleges. 
And I had never set foot in 
the Midwest.”

“I found an institution 
that was absolutely devoted 
to international studies as 
one of its defining features. 
All of that was quite 
extraordinary. I wound up 
staying, and next thing you 
know, it’s 42 years later.”

Dr. Barclay now has the 
chance to reflect on four 
decades of professorship.

“I’ve had a lot of 
interesting experiences at 
K. It was very gratifying 
to receive the Florence J. 
Lucasse Fellowship in 1984, 
and I was hugely surprised 
to get the Lux Esto prize a 
few weeks ago. These are 

JANAY JOHNSON
staff writer

Interfaith Council on Gender and 
Sexuality in Judaism

Rabbi Dana discusses 
LGBTQ issues

The Office of Religion 
and Spiritual Life held an 
Interfaith Council dinner 
last week discussing gender 
and sexuality within 
religion, especially Judaism. 
The dinner was open for 
students of all faiths and 
the special guest was Rabbi 
Dana Benson who discussed 
LGBTQ issues within 
Judaism and how she tackles 
misconceptions and strives 
for inclusion.  

“I try to pray in a queer 
way. We have an LGBTQ 
prayer book I use during 
services. For example, 

DELANEY FORDELL
news editor

“How do you unlock the wisdom in 
the room?”

Workshop looks at 
educational practices and 

how they can become 
more inclusive

On Friday, May 6, the 
Kalamazoo College Arcus 
Center invited students, 
faculty, and community 
members to “The Right 
to Think at All: Teaching 
and Research in the Public 
Interest” workshop. Bill 

Purim is a Jewish holiday 
where you dress in costumes 
and eat a lot of candy and 
the main text is the Scroll 
of Ester. The Scroll of Ester 
talks about hidden identities. 
Esther doesn’t reveal herself 
as a Jew until the end of 
the story, so I use Purim to 
talk about LGBTQ issues 
because I talk about hidden 
and revealed identities. I use 
Passover and the Exodus 
to help with the process of 
coming out by comparing it 
with the process of coming 
out of Egypt,” Rabbi Benson 
said.  

Benson hopes to help 
people engage with Judaism 
so that they may find a 
greater sense of meaning and 
purpose in their lives, just as 
she has. Benson knew she 

wanted to join the Rabbinate 
after her Birthright trip to 
Israel where she heard a 
voice calling her into the 
Rabbinate while in the 
Negev desert. When she 
came out to her rabbi, he 
was very accepting and 
assured her that her sexual 
identity would not hinder 
her from fulfilling her call to 
serve as a Rabbi and teach in 
the Jewish community.  

Ethel Mogilevsky K’18, 
an intern for the office 
of religion and spiritual 
life, helps put together 
community reflections and 
other programs such as this 
dinner. 

“The Office of Religious 
and Spiritual Life has many 

JUDAISM on page 2

Ayers and Bernardine 
Dohern facilitated this 
Radical Pedagogy workshop, 
opening up the conversation 
on education and the 
implications that goes along 

Conversation unfolds at the Right To Think At All event in the Arcus Center. [Van Forsman / Index]

THINK on page 2
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Sherry Cheng’s K’16 studio art SIP, titled “We And Them,” portrays animal spirituality and envinromental issues caused by humans. [Mallika Mitra / Index]

We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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some humbling highlights.”
“If you look at [higher 

education] faculty, if 
you look at corporate 
leadership, one discovers 
that [liberal arts graduates] 
are disproportionately 
represented, and so places 
like this have a deserved 
status of excellence.”

Though Dr. Barclay holds 
K and similar institutions 
in high regard, he foresees 
a challenging future, saying, 
“One of my concerns ... 
about the future of the 
liberal arts in general and the 
future of the humanities ... is 
that liberal arts institutions 
– a uniquely American form 
– find themselves under 
siege. Given ... skyrocketing 

BARCLAY from page 1

Dr. David Barclay retires from Kalamazoo College after 42 years. [Andrew Parsons / Index]

college costs, the perennial 
reality of American anti-
intellectualism, and the 

wonderful purposes. We 
host community reflections, 
we offer great programming 
around interfaith work, and 
Chaplain Liz Candido is a 
confidential resource that 
students are welcome to use 
to talk about LGBTQ within 
Judaism,” Mogilevsky said. 

Mogilevsky feels events 
like these are a way to bridge 
students from different 
religious backgrounds 
together to promote 
inclusion and acceptance 
in a space where diversity 
is present but needs to be 
understood on a deeper 
level.

JUDAISM from page 1

Rabbi Dana Benson speaks to students and faculty. [Beatriz Feijoo / Index]

On May 10, 2016, writer 
David James Poissant visited 
Kalamazoo College to read 
from his story collection 
The Heaven of Animals, 
winner of GLCA New 
Writers Award, finalist for 
the 2014 Los Angeles Times 
Book Prize, and the Silver 
Medal of Fiction for the 
2014 Florida Book Awards. 
Poissant, whose stories and 
essays have appeared in 
The Atlantic, the Chicago 
Tribune, and The New York 
Times among others was 
introduced by Professor of 
English and fellow fiction 
writer, Dr. Andy Mozina.  

“[Poissant’s] tone is always 
‘let me tell you about these 
people I know’ – it’s never 
sensationalized,” Mozina 
said. “... He holds characters 
highly accountable.”  

short sightedness with 
which many people go about 
career planning, I worry 

about the future.”
Specific to K, Dr. Barclay 

scrupulously disclosed, 

“Every excellent institution 
of higher learning needs 
to examine itself critically 

and respond to problems 
creatively.”

As for the future of K 
students? “Be less serious 
and have more fun,” Dr. 
Barclay said, a smirk 
forming on his lips, “K 
students have always been a 
serious lot.”

The Heaven of Animals, 
Mozina said, is about 
atonement, forgiveness, and 
redemption. Poissant, who 
received his Master of Fine 
Arts at the University of 
Arizona and his doctorate at 
the University of Cincinnati, 
described his collection as 
consisting of “short stuff, 
long stuff, weird stuff ...”              

The professor in the MFA 
program at the University 
of Central Florida read two 
pieces of fiction followed 
by one of nonfiction from 
his collection. He described 
one of his fiction pieces as 
coming from a prompt a 
student brought to his class: 
write a short story based on 
a “bad newspaper headline.”   
His story, based on the 
headline “Birders ready to 
flock to Titusville,” had the 
audience in the Olmsted 
Room laughing from start 
to finish.              

The nonfiction piece “The 
Story of a Year,” was one of 
the most personal things he 
has ever written, Poissant 
said. It follows a family of 
four as the two daughters 

with that institution.  
“[Bill Ayers and 

Bernardine Dohrn] 
were leaders of Weather 
Underground, which was 
a countercultural, anti-
Vietnam War movement,” 
Hung Nguyen K’18, a 
student fellow for the Arcus 
Center explained. “Now Bill 
is a retired professor of UIC 
in the College of Education 
– his main interest now is 
teaching for social justice. 
Bernadine is now a professor 
of law at Northwestern, 
whose work revolves around 
child’s rights and the juvenile 
justice system.”

Julia Plomer K’18, who 
also works as a student 
fellow for the Arcus 
Center, explained the main 
objective of the workshop 
as a way to “engage in 

critical conversation about 
radical pedagogy with 
two white educators who 
have navigated a variety of 
different radical spaces.”

“I hope people have a 
better idea of what an ideal 
education looks like from 
these multiple perspectives 
and more on to improve their 
teaching style accordingly,” 
Nguyen said in response to 
the workshop.  

Ayers asked the group 
to think about the 
contradictions of teaching 
along with the question, 
“how do you unlock the 
wisdom in the room?” This 
question was posed not 
only to the teachers in the 
room but also the students 
and in what conditions they 
felt their wisdom has been 
unlocked.

“[If we] teach a love of 
learning, of seeking out 
information, they’ll go out 

and continue learning,” 
Dohern said.  

“I hope that professors and 
the students that attended 
listened and are going to 
think critically about their 
pedagogies and how they 
interact with students and 
administration,” Plomer 
said. “I hope that professors, 
especially white professors, 
heard Bill and Bernadine 
when they said to listen ... to 
students of color about what 
they need from a classroom 
... [and to] listen to faculty 
of color who are advocating 
for a more accountable and 
anti-racist institution, go 
to trainings, go through 
ERAC/CE, always do more. 
Adopting a radical anti-
oppression pedagogy is not 
something that you can 
check off as completed, it’s a 
constant process.”

THINK from page 1

grow up and their mother 
is diagnosed with cancer. 
During the question and 
answer session following the 
reading, the author said he 
wrote the nonfiction piece 
in the third person because 
he was afraid to talk about 
the cancer until there was a 
cancer-free diagnosis.  

“If I write it like fiction 
and I write with a certain 
distance ... It helped me to 
tackle the subject matter,”   
Poissant said.              

During the question and 
answer session, Poissant also 
answered questions about 
beginning stories, how to 
make characters likeable, 
and rejection.   

“I feel pretty used to 
[rejection] now,” the author 
said, adding that he began 
pinning all of his rejection 
letters on a corkboard which 
led to “reverse pride” from 
getting rejections. “[You 
must] find an editor who 
wants to give a home to a 
piece ... Even the best work 
is rejected a lot.”

MALLIKA MITRA
co-editor-in-chief

Award Winning Author Reads 
Excerpts of Story Collection

Fiction and nonfiction 
writer gives advice to 

student writers

Interested in writing satirical articles? 
Come to Hicks 116 at 5 p.m. on Monday 

to write for Buzzkill, our satirical 
newspaper. 
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3/2 Engineering 
Program allows 

students to 
expand horizons 

The 3/2 Engineering 
program allows interested 
students to receive a Bachelor 
of Arts from Kalamazoo 
College and a Bachelor of 
Science from an engineering 
school. These engineering 
students would complete 
three years at K and two 
years at an ABET accredited 
engineering school such as 
Western Michigan University, 
University of Michigan and 
Washington University in St. 
Louis. 

Winston Jones K’15 is 
currently in his second year at 
Western Michigan University, 
and will receive a degree in 
mechanical engineering in 
the spring of 2017. He is a 
third generation K student, 
and wanted to go to a smaller 
college.  

“I learned of the 3/2 
program and it sounded like 
I would have the best of both 
worlds – a strong liberal arts 
education from K College 
and an engineering specific 
education from an accredited 
engineering school,” Jones 
said.  

At K, Jones took math 
classes from calculus to 
differential equations, as well 
as several physics classes, to 
complete prerequisites for 
WMU’s engineering courses. 

Though WMU is not the ideal 
engineering school for the two 
years, Jones wanted to go there 
because of its proximity to K, 
familiarity with the campus 
and area, and its recognition 
as the fourth best engineering 
school in Michigan. 

“Adjusting to 4 or 5 classes a 
semester was an interesting and 
time consuming experience, 
so I’ve kept my hands full with 
coursework in my duration 
at Western,” Jones said. “I 
need to complete one more 
year of coursework in order 
to complete my mechanical 
engineering degree atWestern. 
If I want a job as an engineer, 
I need my BS degree from an 
ABET accredited engineering 
school – otherwise my job 
search would be pretty tough.”

Typically students take two 
years at an engineering school, 
but due to taking a slightly 
different course sequence, 
Jones is taking a third year. 
Despite this, he still got to 
walk with his class of 2015, 
and cites his time at K as a 
challenging one.  

“K College is tough for 
pretty much every program,” 
Jones said. “Not many other 
schools use a quarter system 
and cram an entire course 
into a 10-week period. The 
program was fast paced atK 
but it’s something that every 
student has to experience and 
it makes us better for facing 
and handling challenges both 
in school and for the rest of 
our lives.”

 maryclare colombo 
staff writer

Students receive a 
second degree after K 

Humans of K: Bianca Delgado 

Bianca Delgado K’17 has 
been taking the reigns of her 
K Plan by finding her own 
study abroad opportunity. 
Delgado planned to apply to 
Clermont-Ferrand, France, as 
her junior year study abroad 
of choice, but felt it was out 
of traditional necessity and 
decided to stay at K.

“I came to K because they 
had the Cairo program in 
Egypt, but they ended up 
suspending it during my first 
year here. That program was 
supposed to be my opportunity 
to get the Middle Eastern 
studies curriculum that K 
did not have,” Delgado said. 

With the help of Professor 
Anna Swank, Delgado was 
able to find a program through 
Birzeit University in Palestine 

to embark on this summer. 
But becoming a scholar of 
Arabic proved no easy task 
– Delgado felt discouraged 
after Arabic 102.  

“I was set on quitting 
at the end of 102, but my 
professor assigned us an 
oral presentation where we 
were each assigned a country 
that spoke Arabic and had to 
present its history through 
time up until today. Yep ... in 
102,” Delgado said. 

“While preparing it, I 
realized how much I could 
express and explain in the little 
Arabic vocab and grammar 
structures we had learned.”

Now that many of her 
friends have returned from 
abroad, Delgado is excited 
to share her passion for the 
language of Arabic with them.  

“So many Americans will 
see something written in 
Arabic and become alarmed 
when it could really just be an 
ad for a 50 percent off sale. It’s 
my hope to be an example to 
people that it’s just another 

janelle grant 
staff writer 

Following her passion 
to Palestine 

[Photo courtesy of Bianca Delgado]

Q: Can you talk about how 
you’ve spent your life since 
graduating from K?

A: About a month after 
graduation, I moved to 
Chicago and started a year 
of service with City Year, an 
AmeriCorps program focusing 
on education reform. When 
that ended, I moved in with 
three other Kalamazoo College 
alums and started working 
for my current employer. I 
started taking yoga classes and 
cooking a lot, and I’ve learned 
to prioritize my well-being, 
which I didn’t know how to 
do while I was at K.

Q: How have you been 
adjusting to your post-grad 
life? Is it radically different 
than Kalamazoo?

A: I think I’m fortunate 

Alumni Q&A: Charlie Weber K’13 
K alum finds K 
community in  

Chicago 

hadley harrison
features editor

because City Year had a great 
sense of community (though 
very different from that of 
Kalamazoo), and that made 
the post-grad transition to 
a new home pretty smooth. 
I was in a corps of 200, so I 
was constantly surrounded 
by people, which was a pretty 
familiar feeling from the way 
that Kalamazoo operates. I 
currently spend probably 70 
percent of my social time 
with Kalamazoo grads, so I’m 
definitely not trying to escape 
my K memories. 

Q: What do you do for work 
now?

A: I’m currently working as 
an event producer for a virtual 
events/webcasting company, 
so essentially, I create and 
produce online event 
experiences for customers 
and partners of Microsoft and 
their family of products.   

Q: How did you get into 
your line of work? 

A: This company is big 
on referrals, and a friend 
of mine had actually been 

Charlie Weber K’13 moved to Chicago after graduation, but found a community 
of K grads waiting for him. [ Photo courtesy of Charlie Weber ]

Thomas McLravry with Pengchao Hao, the graduate student he worked with 
over the summer on his project, in front of the MSU Chemistry Building. 
[ Photo courtesy of Thomas McLravry ]

Thomas McLravy K’16 spent 
the summer before his senior 

Hough Grant Recipient Researches 
Green Energy Alternatives

year experimenting with fossil 
fuel alternatives in a laboratory 
at Michigan State, a feat that 
not every college graduate can 
boast. McLravy’s project was 
funded by the Hough Grant, 
a fund that offers financial 
support for K students’ Senior 
Individualized Projects (SIPs).  

“At the rate that we’re using 
fossil fuel, we’ll probably run 
out in the next few decades. 
What we’re trying to do is to 
replace them with renewable 
sources, and for my project 
we focused on biomass,” said 
McLravy about his SIP.  

His project investigated 
monomers in biomass oil, 
which regrow at a much faster 
pace than fossil fuels, making 
them a more sustainable 
energy source. The Hough 
Grant gave McLravy $2,000 
for the chemicals and other 
lab materials, along with an 
additional $4,000 stipend 
for living expenses while 
working on the project last 
summer. The grant money 
was very appreciated, as it 
made the project much easier 
to facilitate, McLravy said.  

“This grant really gave me 
the opportunity to not only 

Senior plans to
 pursue chemistry 

after  research 

meredith ashton
staff writer

here for a couple of years 
and put in a good word for 
me (note: networking is a 
real thing – soak up every 
networking event the CCPD 
has, and not just for the free 
refreshments). I did a little 
bit of design work as a hobby 
during my AmeriCorps year, 
and I had some event planning 
experience from K, so it ended 
up being a pretty good fit. 

Q: What experiences during 
your time at K do you think 
prepared you for this job?

A: More than anything, K 
helped meto develop a strong 
work ethic, which is ironic, 
because when I was a student, 
I spent [about] 10 percent of 
my time on actual academic 
studies. Between working for 
OSI and coordinating Frelon 
and a cappella events, on top 
of normal crazy juggling that 
K students do, virtual event 
planning and all of the time 
and project management skills 
that it involves isn’t too bad.

Q: What advice do you 
have for students who are 

graduating in June?
A: Well, I’m sure it’s starting 

to hit them that they’re about 
to leave the fair Arcadian hills, 
and everything I can think of 
is very cliche. Do whatever you 
need to do to find closure on 
your Kalamazoo experience so 
that a week after graduation, 
you’re not looking back and 
thinking “well damn, I wish 
I would have rolled down 
the quad one more time” or 
whatever.  It can also be easy 
to feel isolated in beliefs and 
experiences that rang so true at 
K, so hold close the friendships 
you’ve made. 

Q: What’s next for Charlie?
A: Well, I’m actually going 

to a wedding next month 
in Kalamazoo, and the pair 
getting married are two 
wonderful friends that met 
during our senior year at K. 
I’m expecting that between 
the crazy amount of love these 
two have for each other and 
all of the Kalamazoo nostalgia, 
the wedding guests/alums 
are going to be feeling some 
feelings. 

conduct my own work but 
also explain to a non-science 
community, as it applies to 
an environmental issue that 
impacts everyone,” said 
McLravy, who presented his 
project at an event open to 
the whole campus last week.

McLravy applied and was 
accepted for the grant during 
the spring term of his junior 
year after multiple professors 
encouraged him to do so. 
The application included a 
detailed project proposal 
as well as various letters of 
recommendation.  

While McLravy does not 
intend on continuing with the 
biomass work specific to his 
SIP, he does plan on pursuing 
his studies in energy and 
chemistry after graduation.  

“This was actually my 
third stint working in the 
lab ... I really got interested 
in the work I was doing 
over the summer. I’ve also 
taken several classes here on 
energy and I’m planning on 
applying to grad school with a 
green chemistry aspect,” said 
McLravy.

mode of communication for 
so many people living here,” 
Delgado said.  

Delgado says studying 
abroad during her junior 
year might have meant missed 
opportunities in Arabic, and 
she encourages underclassmen 

to take the decision seriously. 
“Don’t feel discouraged about 
your decision to not follow 
through with what’s ‘expected’ 
of you and keep your genuine 
interests at heart,” Delgado 
said.

I
Want more K news?
Then check us out online!

www.thekzooindex.com
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Atlanta is a perfect 
example for positive 

socialization of sex at K

“K’s student organizations 
are, instead of strong stone 
fortresses, more likened to 
sandcastles – each shaped, 
reformed, destroyed, and 
reborn with every incoming 
wave,” recounted senior 
Graham Key as we discussed 
the future of Model UN’s 
leadership.

May is election month – 
as sophomores and seniors 
leave us, new leaders will 
assume command of student 
organizations. 

This turnover has, go 
figure, two sides – it’s double 
edged, granting organizations 
a chance at betterment but 
binding us to the familiar cycle 
of StuOrg reincarnation. In our 
attempt to make organizations 
flexible, fluid, and adaptable, 
we prevent them from 

impacting communities in 
Kalamazoo and beyond. 

Perhaps K students are too 
revolutionary, avant-garde, 
leader-like, and eager to craft 
their own spaces to have the 
time to spare and preserve 
what others themselves have 
toiled for in the past. The 
argument goes that flexible, 
responsive, and adaptable 
StuOrgs better suit the needs 
of the student body. The last 
thing we want, of course, is for 
our vigor to stagnate and to 
merely preserve the status quo. 

But what do we sacrifice 
to achieve this ideal? Reform 
under new StuOrg leadership 
– the kind that discounts 
tradition or demolishes 
mission statements – is 
counterproductive, destroying 
the structure that often defines 
and preserves successful 
and impactful student 
organizations. There’s no 
reason to reinvent the wheel 
with each passing year – that’s 
just a process which leads 
to an entropic expenditure 
of participant energy, time, 

and ideas.
We might explain the need 

to constantly reform StuOrgs 
through students’ desire to 
leave new marks upon their 
college. Though satisfaction 
can be found in crafting 
something new, what is left 
of our work in three years’ 
time? Is it better to build new 
or further what already exists?

“K has an amnesic collective 
memory,” describes Elyse 
Tuennerman, whom I’ve 
worked with this past year 
on the Student Funding Board. 
Her statement captures our 
need as a student body to 
repeatedly hold variations 
on the same themes.

May is election month. As we 
bid our sophomore and senior 
leadership farewell, I plead to 
the emerging leadership: you 
mustn’t necessarily preserve 
total memory of the past, but 
at least work to establish a 
strong foundation so that we 
may enjoy more permanent 
organizations. 

According to the Sun Times 
(Atlanta), a local newspaper, 
the Metro Atlanta area is 
the new center of an HIV 
epidemic, where the ratio 
of HIV diagnoses rose to 
an alarming 1 in 51 Atlanta 
residents, male and female 
alike. 

Some believe that the spread 
of HIV is just a matter of not 
verbally communicating with 
partners. Further, most men 
that were diagnosed with HIV 
or AIDS within the past four 
years received the disease 

from a homosexual partner, 
and also as a consequence of 
no communication, women 
were given the virus through 
heterosexual intercourse 
with a man. But, the issue 
is not simply one of sexual 
orientation. 

Atlanta is a perfect example 
for positive socialization of sex 
at Kalamazoo College. In my 
opinion, the epidemic should 
spark a fire for us to, here at K, 
be open to any form of sexual 
communication. A negative 
stigma surrounding STIs on 
campus needs to be broken so 
that partners feel comfortable 
explaining situations and 
precautions.

 Not only do K students 
need to work to deconstruct 
negative stigmas about STIs on 

campus, but also understand 
the personal aspect of it. STIs 
are a personal matter that do 
deserve confidentiality, and 
once the stigma on campus 
lessens, it won’t be a “pressing 
topic of gossip” to spread 
about. I hope STIs will be 
seen on K’s campus as a thing 
that does happen, but it does 
not define a person or give 
further implications about 
that person’s lifestyle.

When this happens on a 
small scale like K, hopefully 
the ideal of deconstructing 
stigmas about STIs will spread 
to a more global scale. Maybe 
then, we will start to see sexual 
health epidemics decrease.

Flexibility comes at what 
cost? Don’t let waves 

wash away what should 
stand for ages

[Cartoon by Rachel Dranoff]

 

      

Thank you!  

From the Bookstore 

 
You are invited to our 

Customer Appreciation Sale 

Thursday, May 19th 

11:00am – 6:00pm 

BOGO (Buy One Get One Free) on 
select T-shirts 

30% Off on all other imprinted 
items 

20% off office supplies 

Enter a drawing for $150 gift 
basket 

Like us on facebook while in the 
store and receive a free gift 

Popcorn! 

 

S3A    2015-2016 
sexual safety & support alliance
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In the Cavern, under the Chapel. Call any member any time, and/or drop in to cavern hours.
Cavern Hours

spring 2016

*schedule subject to change.
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Will Gribbin

k12wg01
616/648-6577

ellie Grossman

k14eg01
616/204-8230

Caroline sulich

k13cs04
248/914-2584

emily Kowey

k13ek01
562/243-9021
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Keith Tower (back row, center) during his early days of basketball. [Photo provided by Andrew Feeley]

When Andrew Feeley 
began filming for his Senior 
Individualized Project, he 
did not envision a film that 
focused solely on a seven-
foot-tall man who went from 
having a full ride to Notre 
Dame for basketball and 
ending up in the NBA, to 
becoming a pastor in Florida.  

“It was going to be on three 
different people in different 
facets of life on their passions 
... the goal being [to show 
that] a pastor’s passion 
comes from the same place 
as a cop’s [passion], a convict’s 
[passion] – really anyone who 
is passionate about something. 
It really all resonates from the 
same place,” Feeley said. “But 
after hearing this man’s story 
and that no one has ever told 
it ... not doing it would [have 
been] a disservice.”  

During his one-unit 
SIP under the supervision 

Student Filmmaker Discovers 
a Story of Passion in an Unexpected Place  

of Associate Professor of 
English Dr. Babli Sinha, Feeley 
estimates he spent 100 hours 
editing and transcribing a 
four-hour interview with 
Keith Tower, a pastor based 
in Florida. Feeley and Tower 
met last summer when the 
filmmaker was interning at the 
church where he worked on 
web design and sound board 
mixing.  

“The interview was going to 
be 45 minutes to an hour but 
he kept going,” Feeley said. 

According to Feeley, 
when the NBA player was 
26 years old, he converted 
to Christianity, and when he 
was 29, in 2001, “he heard 
God say ‘hang ‘em up,’” and 
he left the world of basketball. 
Tower played on professional 
teams with both Michael 
Jordan and Shaquille O’Neal 
before beginning his work in 
the church.

After turning the interview 
into a 60-page transcription, 
Feeley returned to Florida 
to film Tower preaching, as 
well as get several shots of the 
Orlando Magic NBA team. He 
also visited Notre Dame, where 
he toured the facilities with 
coaches and players. When 
the documentary covered 
periods of time Tower spent 

mallika mitra
co-editor-in-chief            

in Minnesota, Feeley was able 
to use shots from Michigan.  

Although the business 
major has enjoyed making 
short movies for years, he 
said when he entered college, 
he didn’t see filmmaking as a 
potential career opportunity.  

“I got a camera – like a 
handy cam – when I was a 
freshman in high school, and 
I went down to the park and 
filmed this bike race skit and 

kind of made it up on the fly,”   
Feeley said, adding that as he 
continued to feel gratification 
from making films, he invested 
in a camera and editing 
program. “As I got into my 
junior and senior year, I saw 
that this is definitely a huge 
field that can be accessible if 
you apply yourself.”  

Fe e l e y  h a s  t a ke n 
Introduction to Documentary 
Video Production and did 

SIP becomes biographical 
documentary 

on basketball player 
turned pastor 

an independent study with 
Sinha during which he 
created his own projects. The 
senior is currently looking at 
positions in editing houses 
in Chicago and is interested 
in working with advertising 
development and short form 
content promoting “things, 
ideas, brands.”  

Although the SIP process is 
over and Feeley is now looking 
at opportunities for postgrad 

life, he misses making the 27-
minute movie about a pastor’s 
passion.  

“During the process, it was 
a lot more tedious than I was 
expecting, a lot more involved 
than I was expecting ... During 
it, I wanted nothing [more 
than for it] to be over,”   Feeley 
said. “Now that it’s over, I miss 
being busy 24/7. I miss the 
process, the frustrations, and 
figuring out solutions.”

African Night 2016: 
Welcome to MY Africa  

On Saturday, May 14, Kalama-Africa hosted a night of festivities for the Zoo After Dark 
including food, music, games, and performances.  [Beatriz Feijoo / Index]
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Baseball Wins First MIAA Tournament 
Title, Qualifies for NCAA Tournament

This past week, the 
Kalamazoo College Baseball 
team travelled to Adrian to 
begin MIAA tournament play 
against the hosts. The Hornets 
were the only team to beat 
the first seed Bulldogs twice 
during conference play this 
year, and looked to build on 
that in day one. 

The Hornets turned to 
sophomore ace Ryan Orr in 
game one of the tournament, 
giving Orr the opportunity to 
go head to head against Adrian’s 
Tommy Parsons who beat out 
Orr for MIAA pitcher of the 
year. The two aces lived up 
to their reputations, neither 
allowing more than five hits. 
The Bulldogs got on the board 
first, with a pair of two-out 
doubles in the fourth inning. 
The Hornets then responded 
with two-out rallies of their 
own in both the fifth and sixth 
innings to take a 2-1 lead. The 
two aces shut it down the rest 
of the way, allowing only one 
base runner, who was then 
cancelled out by a line drive 
double play. Both pitchers 
went the distance, pitching 

koji vroom
staff writer

all nine innings, but Orr came 
out on top, allowing only six 
base runners, and striking out 
eight to earn his seventh win of 
the season, while the Hornets 
gave Parsons just his second 
defeat. In the process, Orr kept 
offensive player of the year 
Adrian shortstop Ryan Dorow 
hitless on the day. 

The day one victory gave 
the Hornets a bit of breathing 
room in the double elimination 
tournament, but they then 
found themselves in another 
tight game on day two against 
rivals Hope. Kalamazoo struck 
early this time, as the Hornets 
strung together back to back 
to back hits from first year 
Jordan Wiley, and juniors Ian 
Kobernick and Jack Clark, the 
third of which scored Wiley 
to give the Hornets a 1-0 
advantage. One run was all 
that junior Aaron Schwark 
would need on the mound. The 
junior followed up Orr’s day 
one performance by going the 
distance as well, and holding 
the Dutchmen scoreless.

Despite beating first seed 
Adrian on day one, the Hornets 
expected to face the Bulldogs 
again on the final day, but 
after losing to K, Hope turned 
it around to knock out the 
heavily favored Bulldogs on 
their home field, setting up a 

rematch against Kalamazoo on 
day three. Having won their 
first two games, Kalamazoo was 
still without a loss in the double 
elimination tournament, 
meaning that if they lost the 
first game of the day, they 
would play a second, winner 
take all. This turned out to be 
the case as the Hornets fell 4-2 
in the first game of the day. 
For game two of the day, and 
their fourth in the tournament, 
the Hornets turned again to 
Ryan Orr to bring home the 
MIAA title. Despite the shorter 
than usual rest, the sophomore 
was as sharp as ever, tossing 
eight more innings, allowing 
only one run. The teams were 
scoreless through four and a 
half, but the Hornets broke the 
deadlock when Clark doubled 
home sophomore Josh Reuter. 
Kalamazoo then doubled 
their lead the next inning 
when junior Nate Donovan 
doubled home fellow junior 
Brett Garwood. The Hornets 
scored their third run in three 
innings the following inning 
when Garwood drew a bases 
loaded walk to bring home 
Clark, increasing the lead to 
3-0. Hope threatened to even 
the score in the final inning, 
with runners on first and third, 
when Kalamazoo coach Mike 
Ott called on Schwark for the 

title clinching save. Schwark did 
not waste any time, inducing 
a game ending double play 
from the first batter he faced. 
The win gave Orr his eight win 
of the year, and he ended the 
tournament pitching 17 innings 

allowing only two runs.
The win over Hope on day 

three secured the Hornets first 
ever MIAA tournament title, 
and granted them a birth into 
the NCAA Division III baseball 
tournament. They will travel to 

Wisconsin Lacrosse to begin 
regional play this Wednesday 
against Concordia Chicago.

Want the Latest K 
Sports Updates?

Then Follow @
IndexSports today!

History victory for the 
team

On Thursday, May 5, 
Kalamazoo College’s very 
own Katie Johnson K’18 was 
announced as the recipient 
of the 2016 MIAA Defensive 
Player of the Year award in 
Women’s Lacrosse.

Johnson first began to play 
lacrosse in the fifth grade, at 
which time she gained a passion 
for the sport that continues 
to this day. She just finished 
her second season at K and 
plans to continue playing in 
the position of goalie for her 
two remaining years. 

Last summer, Johnson 
coached at Michigan Cyclones, 
a youth lacrosse camp on 
the eastern side of the state. 
There, she worked with 
players between ages 7 and 
18, helping them to improve 
their lacrosse skills through 
drills, scrimmages, and games. 

Her previous lacrosse awards 
at K include three Player of the 
Week awards and Second Team, 
but “nothing this big” before, 

said Johnson. When asked what 
this award means to her, she 
said, “All the hard work has 
paid off. I started the season 
off pretty rough but I was able 
to pull through, through my 
teammates’ encouragements 
and such, to really have a good 
season and ending conference.”

Coach Jessica Smith said of 
Johnson’s team involvement 
this past season, “I have never 
before seen a goalie so willing 
to literally lay out in goal, 
regardless of the score of the 
game, to make saves for her 
team like Katie does. She is in 
the highest pressure position 
on the field, yet stays even keel 
during games regardless of 
the score and situation. I’m 
so excited to see how she is 
able to continue to grow as 
a player and also as a vocal 
leader and leader by example 
among her teammates in the 
next two years.”

When asked for any advice 
to other players, Johnson 
once again emphasized 
the importance of team 
relationships. “Work really 
hard every game and keep 
encouraging your teammates 
because they’re the ones that 

will really push you through,” 
she said. “We had our worst 
games when we played 
individually but when we 

played as a whole, we held 
our own against the best teams 
in the conference.”

Johnson will be returning 

to the K Women’s Lacrosse 
team in January for training, 
after returning from her study 
abroad program in Budapest. 

After K, she hopes to continue 
to play and coach lacrosse 
recreationally.

ayla hull
staff writer

Strong defense 
recognized by MIAA

Katie Johnson Named Defensive Player of the Year

Johnson was the premier shot stopper in the MIAA this season for Women’s Lacrosse. [Photo provided by Katie Johnson]

Ian Kobernick K’17 and Jack Clark K’17 celebrate their win. [Photo provided by Ian Kobernick]
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web editor

Energetic professor 
accepts award and shares 

her story

Professor Regina Stevens-
Truss elicits chuckles 
from the audience as she 
begins her lecture, stating, 
“I’m not going to tell you 
how I teach, because that 
would boring.” Instead 
her talk entitled “How did 
I get here?” explores and 
reflects upon her heritage, 
support network, and 
passion for education after 
she was presented as this 
year’s Florence J. Lucasse 
Lectureship award recipient.   

Established in 1979 in 
honor of K’1910 alumna 
Florence J. Lucasse, the 

Lucasse Lectureship award 
is Kalamazoo College’s 
highest teaching honor and 
is awarded to a K faculty 
member in recognition of 
one’s outstanding teaching. 
President Wilson-Oyelaran 
and Provost McDonald — 
both of whom provided the 
event’s opening remarks 
and recipient introduction 
— acknowledged Professor 
Steven-Truss’ excellence, 
paying particular 
attention to her success 
in the classroom and her 
engagement with students 
from elementary school 
though undergraduate 
studies.

“I’ve been given a lot and 
so I feel like I lot that I do 
is giving back,” she discloses 
to the audience during the 
second half of her lecture. 
Professor Stevens-Truss 
combines biochemistry with 

social justice by founding 
unique programs like 
Sisters in Science, which 
is a big sister-little sister 
style program that pairs 
K students with 5th and 
6th grade girls from the 
Kalamazoo area interested 
in science.

“I felt like there was 
a need,” she continued, 
describing her founding 
of other projects, such 
as the American Society 
for Biochemistry and 
Molecular Biology’s HOPES 
grant program (Hands-on 
Opportunities to Promote 
Engagement in Science), or 
Sukuma, a “peer-led support 
group for domestic students 
of color and international 
students to help them better 
succeed at K.”

Professor Stevens-Truss 
explained her birth to 
unmarried Panamanian 

parents who had little 
guidance or support 
for education. After 
immigrating to the United 
States in the 8th grade, 
Professor Stevens-Truss 
pursued her education, 
saying, “education was 
something I did for me and 
that no one could take from 
me.”

“I shouldn’t be here,” 
declared a slide in her 
presentation, “I could have 
easily fallen through the 
cracks.”

Audience attendance 
made it clear that Professor 
Stevens-Truss serves as an 
inspiration for students and 
faculty alike; rows were filled 
with chemistry students, 
and at the close of Professor 
Stevens-Truss’ presentation, 
a faculty member exclaimed, 
“I’ve just always admired 
your energy!”

How Are We Being 
Governed?

AYLA HULL
news editor

Confusion surrounds 
StuGov restructuring

“Is there a Student 
Government right now? 
What do they do?” These are 
just a couple of the questions 
circulating the Kalamazoo 
College community since 
last year’s dissolution of 
Student Commission. 

The interim group 
involved in restructuring 
Student Government met 
on Tuesday, May 17, under 
the leadership of Associate 
Dean of Students Brian 
Dietz to discuss goals for the 
student organization. 

Individuals on the interim 
board primarily serve as 
student representatives on 
various Faculty and Board 
of Trustee Committees 
where student input might 
otherwise not be heard. 
These committees address 
specific needs within the 
community, ranging from 
finance to academics to 
student life, to name a few.  

The meeting emphasized 
the board’s prioritization of 
committee representation 
over a traditional Student 
Government. “I don’t 
necessarily need to see a 
Student Government next 
year, I just want to ensure 
that ... we have student 
representation on faculty 
committees ...” shared 
interim board member 
Dylan Polcyn K’16. He 
emphasized, “I want us to, 
by the end of this quarter, 
produce some sort of 
document that outlines how 
students in the fall next year 
will be able to be elected on 
faculty committees.”

So where does that leave 
Student Government? 

Essentially, the organization 
is in the process of a 
complete makeover — yet 
students remain uncertain 
of its role and even of its 
existence.  

“I have no idea [what 
Student Government’s 
role is] because of the 
whole StuOrg thing that 
happened last year,” shared 
Natalie Fisher K’18. She 
was not alone in her 
answer. When asked about 
her understanding of the 
organization’s role, Sara 
Lonsberry K’19 commented, 
“Absolutely nothing. I 
thought they got rid of 
Student Government. I have 
no idea what [they] do.”

Students’ uncertainty 
about the restructuring 
process suggests that 
transparency may be 
necessary in encouraging 
students to become actively 
involved in establishing a 
Student Government that 
represents the entirety of 
the K student body, not just 
through committees but in a 
wider scope. 

Visiting International 
student Mateo Tobar 
suggested, “[Transparency] 
is everything. [It] is the 
way in which you’re able 
to get a sense of what your 
representatives are doing.”

But there is also some 
caution among students. 
Jasmine Khin K’18 shared, 
“I’m for transparency but 
not complete transparency,” 
remembering consequences 
thereof experienced by 
Student Commission last 
year.

The interim Student 
Government plans to draft a 
document outlining election 
procedures to committees, 
it will review and finalize by 
next week. The next meeting 
of the interim board will 
take place on Tuesday, May 
31.

K Hosts Division III NCAA 
Tennis Championships

NICHOLAS MARSH
sports editor (emeritus)

Woods and Metzler of 
K Tennis compete in 
Singles Tournament

It is not every day that 
a National Championship 
event comes to Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, but starting 
Monday, Kalamazoo 
College will host the NCAA 
Division III National Tennis 
Championships. 

The event was announced 
in December 2013 and was 
reported most recently on 
campus in a fall edition of 
The Index. K last hosted the 
National Championships in 
May 2013. 

“We are very excited Players compete in NCAA III Team Competition on first day of the tournament at Kalamazoo College. [Nicholas Marsh / Index]

to host the national 
championships again,” 
said K’s Director of Tennis 
Facilities and Women’s 
Tennis Coach Mark Murphy. 
Kalamazoo is playing host 
to all of the NCAA III Team 
Championships, NCAA III 
Doubles Championships, 
and NCAA III Singles 
Championships.  

Murphy will be helping 
Sarah Woods K’16 this 
week as she competes in 
the 2016 NCAA III Singles 
Championships. This is 
Woods’ fourth consecutive 
year being invited to 
compete in the NCAA III 
Singles Championships.  

Woods is not the only 
K player competing this 
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PHOTO OF THE WEEK

May Phang Recital [Beatriz Feijoo / Index]

We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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week — men’s one singles 
player Branden Metzler 
K’17 was also selected to 
compete in 2016 NCAA 
III Singles Championships. 
This is Metzler’s second 
time being invited to the 
championships. Both 
Woods and Metzler earned 
MIAA Conference MVPs in 
their respective conference 
competitions this season. 

“The tournament started 
today [Monday],” said Josh 
Miller K’17. “It’s cool to 

watch all these great players 
play, but now it’s harder to 
find parking on campus 
without getting ticketed.” 
To make parking for the 
tournament more efficient, 
campus security has turned 
Academy Street into a one-
way going only east for the 
week, and added parking 
spots all the way from the 
top of the brick road down 
to Catherine Street at the 
bottom. 

The tournament is being 
played at Stowe Stadium, 
which regularly hosts 
the USTA Boys’ 18 & 16 

National Champions. Stowe 
features eleven lighted 
courts, stadium seating, and 
a specialized media tower. 
Some matches will also take 
place at Sorensen Courts 
on Western Michigan 
University’s campus, which 
houses 20 courts total. 

The tournament will 
last all week long, with 
the NCAA III Team 
Championships played 
first, from May 23 to 25, 
and the NCAA III Singles 
Championships played later 
in the week from May 26 to 
28.

TENNIS from page 1 Patricia Valoy Speaks on 
Latinx Identity

KATIE SCHMITZ
co-editor-in-chief

(emeritus)

Feminist author and 
activist discussed Latinx 

language, history, and 
experiences

Last Monday, May 16, 
Kalamazoo College hosted 
Patricia Valoy, engineer, 
STEM activist, and feminist 
author.                

Wendy Rubio K’16 
introduced Valoy, stating 
that the campus has been 
engaged in discussion 
surrounding feminist issues, 
and having Valoy on campus 
is “another way to continue 
that discussion.”

Valoy talked to a group 
gathered in the Arcus 
Center for Social Justice 
about Latinx identity, and 
the confusing nature behind 
it. Although there are more 
than 50.5 million Latinx 
living in the United States, 
they should not necessarily 
be considered one group of 
people. 

“Someone from the 
Dominican Republic 
wouldn’t necessarily 
understand someone from 
Argentina,” Valoy said, 
“which is why it’s hard 
to have an overarching 
‘Latina.’”

Valoy also explained that 
she prefers using the term 
“Latinx” because it is “a 
more gender neutral way of 

speaking.” Different terms 
for identity, such as “Latino” 
and “Latina” suggest 
gender. “I don’t like using 
masculine,” said Valoy.                

There are many other 
words similar to Latinx that 
are associated with identity, 
including Spanish-speaking, 
Chicano, Latinx bloc, and 
Hispanic.  

“Some people don’t want 
to use any of these,” Valoy 
said, “just their names, and 
that’s fine.”  

According to Valoy, many 
different aspects make up 
ones identity, and it is up 
to them to chose which 
they want to use. Someone’s 
religion, culture, economic 
status, race, or ethnicity 
could determine how one 
sees themselves. Valoy 
stated that she changes her 
identity all the time, saying, 
“they’re like scarves to me.”

During the talk, Valoy 
read excerpts from many 
of her favorite authors. 
This included a poem by 
Lorna Cervantes titled “For 
The Young White Man 
Who Asked Me How I, 
An Intelligent, Well-Read 
Person, Could Believe In 
The War Between Races,” 
and pieces from Gloria 
Anzaldúa’s “Borderlands/La 
Frontera: The New Mestiza.”

Many present at the talk 
left feeling empowered. 
“What I liked about 
Patricia’s presentation was 
that I walked away feeling 
like I had some agency when 

determining my identity,” 
said Josie Cibelli K’16, “I 
hope to carry that with me 
for a long time.” 

Valoy ended her talk 
with a quote from Sonia 
Sotomayor, Associate Justice 
of the Supreme Court. “I 
would hope that a wise 
Latina woman with the 
richness of her experiences 
would more often than not 
reach a better conclusion 
than a white male who 
hasn’t lived that life.”

Valoy came from her home in New York 
City to speak at K. [Patriciavaloy.com]

Off Kilter Talent Show Facilitates 
Community

JANELLE GRANT
co-editor-in-chief

Students show up to 
see unusual talents as a 

community

Last Saturday, the 
Interfaith Student Leaders 
hosted an “off kilter” talent 
show in the Chapel which 
featured students doing 
funny, weird, interesting, 
confusing, and great talents. 
Mason Higby K’17, an 
Interfaith Student Leader, 
finds these type of events 
useful to the campus 
community. 

“Since it was right after 
World Night, we had a 
huge crowd rush in and we 
ended up having to wait 30 
minutes to start the show 
so everyone could have a 
chance to be seated,” Higby 

said.  
Higby watched many 

peers go take time out of 
their busy class schedules 
to advertise and create this 
event. Higby noted that 
initially getting people to 
participate in the talent show 
was a concern, but during 
the actual performance 
once the crowd, it wasn’t a 
problem and people in the 
audience even stepped up to 
share their “talents.” 

Overall, attendance to 
the talent show was more 
than initially expected, 
which is something Higby 
would like to see when 
StuOrgs and other campus 
organizations host events. 
“Leaders put in a lot of 
effort and enthusiasm when 
planning these events, they 
breed community. I mean, 
you usually get free food and 

great entertainment ... what 
more could you ask for?” 
Higby said. 

The Off Kilter Talent 
Show kept the audience 
entertained. Izzie Kervian 
K’17 did not plan on going 
to the event because she felt 
that not many people would 
attend, but in the end, she is 
glad that she went. “It was 
a nice surprise to see what 
seemed like a bigger crowd 
than expected. It made 
it more fun to sit in the 
audience and talk to people 
about the different acts,” 
Kerivan said.

“Although some events 
were definitely unusual, it 
was still fun to laugh along 
with your neighbor. These 
events should definitely be 
taken with more seriousness 
as a community builder,” 
Kerivan said.

Student performs at Off Kilter Talent Show. [Janelle Grant / Index]

Stay tuned for Buzzkill, our 
satirical newspaper, next week!
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Office Hours: Professor Amelia Katanski  

The tattoo of faded green 
vines and purple grapes wrap 
around Amelia Katanski’s 
wrist. It reminds her of her 
family’s Polish church in 
Detroit, Michigan — a church 
that has since been torn down.  

“It’s very Christian imagery 
and it doesn’t function in 
that way for me anymore,” 
said Katanski. “It’s about 
reinterpreting symbols in 
your current context.”

The meaning of the tattoo 
has changed over Katanski’s 
life. The tattoo’s story now 
incorporates her love of bike 
riding through the countryside 
when the grapes are ripe, and 
her love of bread making.  

“I’m really interested, and 
I’ve always been interested in 

storytelling,” said Katanski. 
“The way storytelling creates 
the world.”

Katanski is an English 
professor at Kalamazoo 
College. Her courses focus 
in American Indian Literary 
and Cultural Studies, World 
Indigenous Literature, and 
Multiethnic American 
Literature to name a few.  

Her passion in Indigenous 
literature began in high school. 
Throughout her time as a 
student at K she followed this 
passion.  

“You don’t learn everything 
there’s to learn in school,” she 
said. “There are silences that 
need to be explored.”

Since rejoining the 
K a l a m a z o o  C o l l e g e 
community in 2000, she has 
worked to further incorporate 
Indigenous literature and 
culture courses into the 

trisha dunham
a&e editor 

Professor shares that storytelling creates the world.

Professor Amelia Katanski [Trisha Dunham / The Index] 

A clerk scans Charlotte 
Gavin’s K’18 outfit as she 
purchases a book from the 
museum gift shop. Her eyes 
settle on her necklace: a tiny 
egg pendant on a black ribbon. 
“I love your necklace,” she says. 
Gavin looks down and places 
her fingers on the pendant.  

“Oh, thanks!” she replies. “I 
forgot I was wearing it,” she 
says with a laugh.  

Gavin’s outfits usually 
distinguish her from a crowd. 
Today, she is wearing a light 
pink top that coordinates 
perfect ly  with Brice 
Marden’s Study for the Muses 
(Eaglesmere Version). She 
poses for a quick photo in 

Humans of K: Charlotte Gavin K’ 18
Gavin readies herself to study abroad in Rome 

hadley harrison
features editor

front of the painting.  
Gavin has spent the last 

quarter preparing for her 
study abroad program at the 
American University in Rome. 
She says she’s excited for many 
aspects of her time abroad, 
but one takes precedence: the 
proximity to art. 

“It sounded like a really 
cool program. I’m excited to 
experience Rome as a nostalgic 
city,” she says. 

As an Art History major, 
Gavin says her decision to 
study in Rome will impact 
her future in the major.  

“I knew that I’d be seeing 
some of the churches I’ve 
studied and a lot of the frescoes 
I’ve looked at,” she says. “I 
really wanted to look at the 
Renaissance artists work that 
I’ve been looking at.” Charlotte Gavin with Study for the Muses (Eaglesmere Version) by Brice Marden. [ Hadley Harrison | The Index ] 

[ Photo courtesy of Keith Mestrich ]

Alumni Q & A: Keith Mestrich K’89 
K Alum Directs Progressive Bank for Worker’s Unions

Q: What career did you 
pursue after graduation? 

A: I thought that I wanted 
a career in politics or 
government. The first job 
I landed was working for 
the labor movement which 
launched a 25 year career. I 
worked for the AFL-CIO as 
a corporate researcher and 
analyst. I then moved from 
Washington to New York and 
spent nearly a decade working 
for a union called UNITE 
where I became the Chief of 
Staff and then spent five years 
at the nation’s largest private 

K was a great 
training ground

meredith ashton
features editor

Gavin has studied art from 
many different time periods 
and cultures, but she says 
impressionism is her favorite.  

“I really dig the fluxus 
movement, but I also love 
impressionism and post 
impressionism. I find 
Van Gogh’s paintings so 
captivating. It’s so incredible 
that he was able to create these 
unnaturalistic representations 
of landscapes so early on in 
his career.”

Although her study abroad 
location is known for classical 
architecture, sculpture, 
painting, and mosaics, 
Gavin says she is excited to 
be immersed in a city known 
for its visual culture, and then 
to take that experience back 
to K.

sector union — the Service 
Employees International 
Union — where I was the 
Chief Financial Officer. 

In 2012 I joined the staff at 
the Amalgamated Bank, which 
is the nation’s only majority-
owned union bank.  I started 
there as the director of the 
bank’s Washington Region and 
in 2014, I became the Bank’s 
President and CEO. 

Q: What successes have you 
experienced after K? 

A: Nothing has been more 
rewarding than turning 
around a troubled company 
and returning it to profitability.  
The greatest aspect has been 
marrying my managerial 
skills with my love and 
passion for progressive causes.  
Amalgamated has become 
the go-to bank for not just 

curriculum.  
“I think that the critical 

ethnic studies has really 
provided a completely different 
connection for people studying 
American lit.,” said Katanski. 
“Since critical ethnic studies 
has been around I feel like the 
conversations are deeper and 
nuanced.”

In the coming years Katanski 
hopes to include more local 
Indigenous cultures into the 
course catalog, specifically 
Anishinaabe literature and 
culture. She especially wants 
to “explore and understand 
how language shapes culture.”

If she is not up on the 
hill in Humphrey House, 
Professor Katanski can be 
found on either the steps 
of the Chapel, the fine arts 
building, or hidden away in 
the rose garden.  

unions, but for non-profit 
organizations, progressive 
advocacy groups and the 
Democratic Party and its 
candidates. Earning the 
business of the Hillary Clinton 
campaign for the presidency 
was a huge victory and quite 
rewarding. 

Q: How did your time at K 
prepare you for your work? 

A: K was a great training 
ground. wwI was fortunate 
enough to intern with Senator 
Ted Kennedy when I was a 
sophomore. That gave me my 
first exposure to Washington 
and I was pretty hooked.  
Studying abroad was eye-
opening in so many ways — 
it was that semester that I 
learned a lot about the world, 
a lot about our own country, 
and an enormous amount 

about who I was as a man. 
Additionally, taking courses in 
a variety of disciplines opened 
my eyes to the diversity of 
opinions and points of view 
that are so very critical to 
understanding how things 
work, critically analyzing 
situations, and being able 
to create multiple problem-
solving strategies. 

Q: What is your advice for 
current graduating seniors? 

A: Take chances. Be bold.  
Keep an open mind about 
everything.  Never let anyone 
tell you  can’t do something.  
And most importantly, 
remember to be kind in 
everything you do — it matters 
in life in more ways than you 
can ever imagine. 
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New Year, New Index

Kritical love for K College
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Reflecting back on three 
years of criticism

Dear Kalamazoo College 
Community,

We, Janay Johnson and 
Janelle Grant, will serve as Co-
Editors-in-Chief of The Index 
for the 2016-2017 academic 
school year. 

As active writers for The 
Index, we understand the 
importance of writing to 
inform the Kalamazoo College 
community of events and news 
relevant to everyone. We have 
seen The Index expand and 
develop into a space where 
everyone’s voice can be heard. 
While there have been many 
improvements over the past 
few years, we see opportunity 
for more growth. 

For The Index to become 
more  inclus ive  and 
representative of diverse 

groups on campus, we would 
like to cover more stories that 
encourage us to step out of 
our comfort zone and gain 
knowledge that will allow us to 
connect with the community 
and bridge gaps that may 
exist. We would love for the 
campus community, students, 
staff and faculty alike, to feel 
comfortable sharing with us 
what they feel is important to 
highlight in the news.

As a way to help writers 
broaden their knowledge 
and increase experience with 
writing and journalism, we 
will attend conferences and 
have group workshops where 
we work as an organization 
incorporating authentic 
practices in a consistent 
structure. 

As well as being an available 
resource for our writers, we 
will be open and more than 
willing to work with anyone 
who wishes to play a part 

in The Index. Whether it’s 
layout, editing or writing, 
we hope that The Index will 
serve as a place for people 
to find a passion for sharing 
and reporting current events 
that can impact and uplift the 
K community.

We are excited for this 
upcoming year, and we are 
honored that we were given 
the chance to relay the news 
to the Kalamazoo College 
community. The Index will 
be exciting, raw, informative 
and inclusive. 

If you have any feedback, 
questions, concerns about 
The Index or a desire to be a 
part of the newspaper in the 
upcoming year, please contact 
us at k13jj01 and k13jg01.

Yours,
Janay Johnson & Janelle Grant

Co-Editors-in-Chiefs 2016-
2017

When I got the position 
of Opinions editor of The 
Index three years ago, I was 
ecstatic. Not only did I have 
an opportunity to speak my 
mind, but I also had a way 
to do it that would reach 
administrators, faculty, and 
staff. 

I’ve written articles reaching 
from CIP’s lack of support 
for students abroad, to 
racist students who need to 
get out of their heads and 
see the world around them. 
Rarely have I ever written 
an article congratulating 
the college, or commending 
its students. Mostly, I just 
express dissatisfaction with 
my institution.

Needless to say, I’ve made 
plenty of people who couldn’t 
be happier to watch me cross 

the stage and leave campus 
for good.  

However, while I’m 
incredibly excited to start my 
life outside of K College, I’m 
not leaving this place with 
bitterness. 

The reason I keep writing 
articles is because I genuinely 
think this school has the 
potential to change for the 
better. 

When I came to K College, 
there was absolutely no policy 
or assistance for transgender 
students, nor anything 
resembling a support center 
for students of color. Now, we 
have an interim space and a 
director for an Intercultural 
center, and a preferred-name 
policy and several gender-
neutral bathrooms.

While none of thse things 
are finished, and we shouldn’t 
quite celebrate those small 
changes as if the work has 
been completed, they do show 
that K College is capable of 
changing.

I’ve seen and heard horror 
stories from other institutions 
where changes like these were 
never even spoken about 
because it was too hopeless. 

I keep writing these critical 
articles for The Index because 
I know people read them. 
I have people e-mailing me 
and asking me, “what can I 
do?” because so many people 
here genuinely care and want 
to make this college a better 
place.

That said, that doesn’t mean 
that things will be handed to 
us. K College has the potential 
to change, but only when 
truly pushed by this campus 
community. If we want to 
make this campus as great 
as it can be, we need to keep 
fighting for what we deserve.

I am not only K’s greatest 
critic, but also a great 
supporter, and I can’t wait to 
see what future classes will do 
to raise this community to the 
standards I wholeheartedly 
believe they can achieve. 

[Cartoon by Rachel Dranoff]
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Closing a Chapter

When we took on the role 
of Co-Editors-in-Chief at 
the end of our junior year, 
we had two main goals for 
The Index: to publish a more 
diverse newspaper that truly 
represented the Kalamazoo 
College student body and 
to create a space in which 
students could learn about 
all aspects of journalism from 
one another. 

We have worked hard all 
year to profile people from 
all different areas of the K 
community and to cover events 
that have previously not had 
attention from the newspaper. 
We have constantly devoted 
ourselves to publishing writing 
that pushes boundaries while 
maintaining journalistic 
integrity. 

None of this would be 
possible without the openness 
of the community we have 

attempted to write about 
and for. Having K faculty 
and staff members so willing 
to be interviewed by new 
journalists has been essential 
to our growth as a newspaper. 
Having fellow students share 
their stories with us, the fun 
and the difficult, has been 
invaluable in our enhancement 
of a publication that has 
been around for 138 years. 
Having the backing of our 
professors in various academic 
departments, the College 
Communication Staff, and the 
Office of Student Involvement 
has been just the support 
The Index has needed to get 
through tough times. So we 
would like to thank members 
of the community who have 
read the  newspaper, who have 
sent us story ideas, who have 
granted us interviews, and 
who have challenged us to 
be better. We appreciate your 
help while working towards 
achieving our first goal. 

As for our second goal, 
we have been thrilled with 
the work that our writers, 
editors, photographers, layout 
designers, and the website 
team have produced. They 

have thrived both individually 
and collaboratively, and have 
produced both a print and 
online publication each 
week without fail. They have 
overcome challenges, accepted 
both positive and negative 
feedback of their work, and 
pushed themselves and the 
rest of the team to do their 
best. We are happy to see 
students who have had no 
experience with journalism 
stepping up and taking 
assignments that they knew 
would be difficult, and finding 
success. So, to our wonderful 
staff, thank you for your time, 
your diligence, your constant 
encouragement of those 
around you, your willingness 
to challenge yourselves, and 
your willingness to challenge 
us.  

Although we are happy with 
The Index, we know there is 
always more work to be done. 
We are excited to leave the 
newspaper in the hands of 
Janelle Grant K’17 and Janay 
Johnson K’17 who we have 
no doubt will continue to 
mold the newspaper into a 
something the K community 
can use trust and be proud of. 

Index Co-Editors thank 
K Community

mallika mitra
co-editor-in-chief emeritus

katie schmitz
co-editor-in-chief emeritus

 [Robert Manor / The Index]

 [Janelle Grant / The Index]

janelle grant
co-editor-in-chief

janay johnson
co-editor-in-chief
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Students bring their culture to the stage at World Night [Beatriz Feijoo / The Index ] 

Landman as Marian from “The Music Man.” [ Photos courtesy of Lauren 
Landman K’18 ]

When Lauren Landman 
K’18 steps onto the stage 
this summer with the Barn 
Theatre School for Advanced 
Theatre Training in Augusta, 
Michigan, she will be no 
stranger to performing. At 
K, the theatre-psychology 
double major from Novi, 
Michigan, has played Juliet 
in “Goodnight Desdemona 
(Good Morning Juliet),” Chris 
in “Carrie: The Musical,” and 
Daphne in “Bad Jews.” She 
was the Spotlight Operator 
for “for colored girls who have 
considered suicidewhen the 
rainbow is enuf ” as well as 
the Dramaturge and House 
Manager for “Learned Ladies,”   
and the House Manager for 
“Sketch-e-Etch.”  

“I’ve loved everything that 
I’ve done so far,” Landman 
said of her experience with 
theatre at K. “Every show, no 
matter what role I’m playing or 
whatever position I’m taking 

Sophomore Actress to Join 
Professional Theatre this Summer  

on, it’s a learning experience.”  
Her favorite roles, she said, 

were Chris from “Carrie: The 
Musical” and Daphne from 
“Bad Jews.”  

“[‘Bad Jews’] was really 
eye-opening for me because 
I am a Jewish girl. So it helped 
me reconnect with religion,”   
Landman said, and added that 
Daphne was a challenging 
character to play because there 
were many monologues to 
remember and recite quickly.  

Although the sophomore 
has been involved with the 
Theatre Department from 
the moment she stepped onto 
K’s campus, her acting career 
started long before.  

“When I was little I always 
loved playing dress-up and 
acting out stories and movies,”  
the actress said. “I was obsessed 
with Disney princesses. ... 
I grew up watching ‘Annie’   
and ‘Peter Pan’ and things 
like that.”  

When Landman was 6 years 
old, her parents brought her 
to an audition for “Annie,”  
but she was told her wasn’t 
allowed to audition because 
the cut-off age was seven. But 
she persisted, she said, and her 

mallika mitra 
co-editor-in-chief

father persisted, and eventually 
she was allowed to perform 
and was cast as Molly.  

“The stage has been my 
home ever since.”  

She took a break in middle 
school, but continued acting in 
high school. She got her first 
lead — Sandy from “Grease” 
— when she was a sophomore 
in high school. But she only 
had the opportunity to stand 
alongside her fellow cast 
members for one performance 
because 20 minutes before the 
second, her appendix burst. 
But this setback didn’t stop 
Landman from acting, and she 
went on to Marian from “The 
Music Man” at a community 
theatre. 

“That’s what made me fall in 
love with acting again because 
after the ‘Grease’ experience 
[I had to] take a step back, 
reevaluate myself, remind me 
of how much I love it,” she 
said.  “Yes it’s a sucky business 
and things don’t always go as 
planned because it’s a hard 
business to break into but it’s 
worth it. ... I would rather go 
through my life trying to do 
theatre because I’m passionate 
about it, even if it’s hard, then 
go through life not pursuing 
what I’m passionate about.”  

Landman, whose celebrity 
idol is Idina Menzel, said that 
the best advice she was ever 
gotten was from the actress 

who played her character’s 
grandmother during her first 
professional show: “to find 
success, not only in theatre 
but in everyday life, you need 
to have two things.  First, the 
skin of a rhinoceros and the 
second is a backup plan.”  

“If I’ve learned anything, 
it’s that you need to be tough 
and you can’t take everything 
personally because there will 
always be people who are 
better than you,” Landman 
said. “Or you may have a 
kickass audition but you are 
just not what the director is 
looking for. ... But if you get 
1 in every 100 auditions, you 
are doing something right.”  

As a performance apprentice 
with the Barn Theatre, 
Landman will be an Equity 
Membership Candidate, and 
joining EMC will give her the 
opportunity to be in a group 
that Broadway and “all the 
big names” hire their actors 
from, she said. Although she 
explained that she knows she 
won’t be a lead at Barn, she 
will be very happy to be in the 
ensemble of any of the shows.  

“You can’t be the lead in 
every show,” Landman said. 
“You can’t knock the person 
who got it down. You need to 
be supportive of each other.”  

You can look for Landman in 
upcoming Festival Playhouse 
Productions.  

This past Saturday night 
the annual World Night 
show, an event that showcases 
various performances from 
international students and 
cultural student organizations 
on campus, took place in a 
packed Dalton Theater.  

Entitled “дома: Home is 
Where Our Stories Begin,” this 
year’s World Night had a much 
more personal feel than years 
before, with many sharing 
deeply heartfelt spoken word 
and song, their own tributes 
back to home.  

The directors of the show, 
Kriti Singh K‘17 and Vishakha 
Choudhary K‘17, mentioned 
that this was something 
new they wanted to try this 
year, “the idea of naming it 
Doma, Russian for ‘home’,” 
was suggested by a performer. 
We really liked this because 
home is an idea a lot bigger 
than a physical, geographical 
location,” Singh said. 

Performances ranged from 

Performance career 
started at an early age

Students bring their culture to the stage at World Night [Beatriz Feijoo / The Index] 

World Night 2016: Bringing 
a Piece of Home to the Stage

bianca delgado
staff writer

Landman as Hodel in “Fiddler on the Roof.”  [Photos courtesy of Lauren 
Landman K’18 ]

dances, spoken word, and vocal 
performances, with student 
organizations like Kalama-
Africa, K-Desi, and the 
Latino Student Organization 
(LSO) performing along with 
international students. Many 
of these students view World 
Night as an opportunity for 
them to present what home 
and their cultures mean to 

them and share this with the 
K community.  

Although there are other 
opportunities for World Night 
performers to participate in, 
such as Frelon, World Night 
is the one event that is under 
the full agency of international 
students. “I appreciated the 
space to showcase talents 
and cultures of K College’s 

 Time to Showcase the 
Beauty of Culture

people of color,” Sarena Brown 
K‘19 said, who performed her 
original poetry at the event.

With some international 
students only studying at K for 
a year, World Night represents 
the opportunity to share a 
piece of their culture with the 
K community before their year 
or time at K ends. 

“I just think it’s really cool 

that international students are 
able to partake in this part of 
student life. We have Frelon 
and a capella performances, 
but a lot of times when you 
study abroad, you’re not 
able to be in events like 
this,” Michelle Hernandez 
K‘16 said. “International 
students, especially visiting 
internationals who are only 

here for a year, get to leave with 
this part of the K experience.” 
World Night continues to be 
one of K’s most exciting events, 
a night where we can watch 
our fellow K students’ talents 
on stage before they return to 
wherever they call ‘home’.”
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Sarah Woods to Compete in 
Nationals for Fourth and Final Time

This Thursday, Sarah Woods 
K’16 will be competing in the 
NCAA Division III women’s 
tennis championships for the 
fourth time. After making it 
to the national quarterfinals 
during her first year at K and 
losing in the first rounds both 
her sophomore and junior 
years, Woods will be playing 
in the championships as the 
third seed out of the top eight 
ranked who are eligible for 
nationals. 

Woods, who has been 
playing tennis since she was 
six-years-old and is the only 
member of K’s women’s tennis 
team to qualify for nationals, 
is no stranger to competition. 
Before K, she played doubles 
all four years at her high 
school in Milwaukee, which 
was usually ranked second 
Wisconsin. She won the state 
title twice, and finished second 
during her senior year. After 
playing doubles throughout 
high school, she continued in 
college playing the number 
one spot on the team all four 
years in doubles and singles. 
This year Woods and partner 
Sabrina Dass K’17 finished the 
year ranked sixth, but only the 

mallika mitra
co-editor-in-chief emeritus

top four doubles were eligible 
for nationals. 

As a child, Woods was 
surrounded by athletes. All 
three of her older brothers 
played tennis, and the one 
closest to her in age played 
at Washington University in 
St. Louis and played in semi-
nationals his senior year in 
doubles. 

“Growing up, I would go 
to to all these tournaments,” 
Woods said. “[I’d] watch how 
they worked really hard, how 
they competed, and how they 
took joy from it.” 

She wanted to make them 
proud, she added. 

Her father is three-time 
Olympic speed-skater Mike 
Woods. 

“He’s probably the most 
competitive, hard-working 
person I’ve ever met,” Woods 
said. “He never really let me 
quit… I am really thankful for 
that just because when you’re 
a teenager and you’re angsty, 
you don’t really see outside of 
yourself.” 

Both Woods’ parents come 
to many of her matches 
throughout the season and have 
been to nationals to watch her 
compete during the last four 
years. But the senior’s support 
doesn’t stop with her family. 
Her private coach throughout 
her high school years, Timon 
Corwin, played at K in the 
1980s, returned to K to coach, 

and eventually coached in 
Milwaukee where he coached 
Woods and introduced her K.  

“I knew I wanted to go 
to a liberal arts school and 
[Corwin] told me to check out 
K,” Woods said. “…In division 
1, [something I’ve found is that] 
people will actually quit tennis 
after a year. They burn out.” 

She explained that she knew 
tennis would never be a career 
for her and she wanted a strong 
academic school where she 
could also play tennis, which to 
her meant division III schools.  

“When I came here it felt like 
home. I loved K college. I loved 
the team more than any of 
the other teams I’d met [when 
touring schools],” Woods said. 
“…The team works so hard and 
everyone wants [everyone] 
to do well. I love my team. 
They’re great.” 

 She never played USTA 
tournaments during high 
school and that is how 
colleges usually recruit, so 
all the coaches never thought 
she would do something in 
college, she said.  

“Mark was the only coach 
one who really saw the potential 
in me. [But] I don’t think either 
of us expected my career to go 
as well as it has.” Woods said 
of Mark Murphy, Head Coach 
of Women’s Tennis. “Mark is a 
great coach. He has honestly 
been the best coach I’ve ever 
had.” 

Want the Latest K 
Sports Updates?

Then check us out @ 
www.thekzooindex.

com today!

Tennis player continues 
streak

“Sarah Woods K’16 has played first singles all four years.” [Photo provided by Sarah Woods]

“Sarah Woods K’16 with her coach and teammates.” [Photo provided by Sarah Woods]

Junior Men’s Tennis player 
Branden Metzler has dominated 
the MIAA since arriving on 
campus in 2013, but this year 
Metzler has found an even 
greater level of commitment, 
and it has certainly shown in 
his play. “Being successful was 
really important to me this year 
because I knew we would be 
hosting Nationals” Metzler said 
when asked about what made 
this year different from the 
previous two. “I really worked 
on my endurance and refining 
the little parts of my game this 

koji vroom
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summer”.
The season was a success for 

both Metzler and the Hornets’ 
team as well, as they captured 
their record 78th straight MIAA 
title. “It was a great season for 
our team, probably the best 
we’ve had since I’ve been here” 
said Metzler. When asked about 
a defining moment for this 
year’s team, Metzler brought 
up the match against Aquinas 
College, “It was definitely the 
best match for us as a team. 
We were down 4-3 and had 2 
matches go to 3 sets. It really 
showed that our team has the 
potential to beat nationally 
ranked teams, and that our 
hard work before and during 
the season has been paying off.”

The team’s hard work did pay 
off, as they cruised through the 
first round of team nationals 

at Case Western last week, 
winning 5-0. Unfortunately, 
they fell the following day to 
#17 ranked Kenyon 5-1.

Despite the team’s loss at 
nationals, the season is not 
yet over for Metzler. Following 
an outstanding 27-2 season, 
Metzler qualified for singles 
nationals as the #2 player 
in the Division III Central 
Rankings. In doubles, Metzler 
and sophomore Elan Dantus 
ranked eighth in the central 
region, but did not qualify for 
nationals.

Metzler has won the MIAA 
MVP award all three years on 
campus, and will look to add 
to his legacy by advancing in 
Nationals this week, hosted 
by K. Metzler begins singles 
play this Thursday at 9 am at 
Stowe Stadium.

Metzler has dominated 
the MIAA since arriving 

on campus

Branden Metzler to Compete as K 
Hosts National Tournament

This past week the 
Kalamazoo College baseball 
team travelled to Wisconsin to 
compete in the NCAA Regional 
Tournament, earning their 
spot by winning the MIAA 
Conference Tournament for 
the first time in school history. 

The Hornets arrived in 
Wisconsin on Tuesday evening 
to practice on the field at host 
University of Wisconsin La 
Crosse. On Wednesday the 
Hornets played in the night 
game of the tournament 
against #2 seeded Concordia 
Ill., turning to junior Aaron 
Schwark to start the game on 
the mound. Concordia struck 
first, scoring three runs in the 

koji vroom
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first, but the Hornets replied 
with two of their own in the 
third to cut the deficit to 3-2. 

That was as close as 
Kalamazoo would get though, 
as Concordia countered with 
two more in the bottom half of 
the third, and six in the fourth 
to chase Schwark from the 
game. In the end, the Hornets 
fell 13-2, sending them to the 
losers’ half of the bracket. On 
day two, Kalamazoo turned to 
all-MIAA hurler sophomore 
Ryan Orr. 

Much like on day one, the 
Hornets surrendered 3 runs in 
the first, digging themselves 
a hole early. In the second, 
Kalamazoo got one run back, 
but a ninth inning rally came 
up short in the end, and the 
Hornets fell 4-2, eliminating 
them from the tournament, 
and ending the record breaking 
season.

Following the weekend, Orr 
and junior third-baseman Jack 
Clark were both named to 
the Division III All-Mideast 
Region second team. Clark 
finished the season with a .362 
batting average, to go along 
with a .495 on base percentage, 
while also leading the Hornets 
in walks (31) and tied for the 
team lead in RBI (30). Orr 
was the workhorse for the 
Kalamazoo pitching staff, 
tossing 90 innings, amassing 
78 strikeouts, and posting a 
1.99 earned run average. 

After finishing the season 
with a school record for total 
wins, and MIAA wins, along 
with their MIAA title, the 
Hornets will look to make 
it deeper into the NCAA 
tournament next year, as they 
only lose one senior, returning 
the vast majority of this year’s 
squad.

Baseball team looks 
forward to next season

Baseball Travels to Regionals, Clark 
and Orr earn All-Region Honors
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President Gonzalez Listens, Learns, and Sets Vision

Kalamazoo, New York, 
Philadelphia, and beyond: 
President Dr. Jorge 
Gonzalez is a traveling 
man. Between meetings and 
flights, Kalamazoo College’s 
new president sat down with 
The Index for an interview 
to open the academic year.

Having recently embarked 
on his “Listening Tour,” 
President Gonzalez took the 
opportunity to understand 
K’s culture from the voices 
of faculty, staff, students, and 
communities throughout 
the United States.

The tour is “busy but 

ANDREW PARSONS
web editor

President opens 
academic year with 
interview, updating 
and advising the K 

community.  

exciting,” the President 
described, “I get to hear 
from [others] and learn 
what makes K special.”

President Gonzalez 
asserted that, “it is arrogant 
for a new president at any 
institution to [arrive] and 
suddenly decided what the 
[College’s] vision should be. 
Any new leader who does 
that is destined to fail.”

“There are people at K who 
understand its history, what 
works, and what doesn’t,” 
the President remarked, 
explaining that his job now 
is to build upon the existing 
and cohesive vision of the 
college.

President Gonzalez 
spoke of the multiplier 
effect—common to his 
educational background, 
Economics—seeing his 
role as an administrator as 

a way to work toward his 
lifelong interest in poverty 
reduction. 

“I can help providing 
opportunities for hundreds 
of people to [go out into the 
world] and solve problems,” 
the President explained.

His advice to students? 
Engage fully with the 
opportunities available at K.

“Students come to K not 
simply to take classes but to 
engage themselves [outside 
of the classroom]. Get to 
know people different than 
you. Do the things that 
normally only a few students 
get to do. Experiential 
learning—study abroad, 
civic engagement, 
internships and externships, 
social justice involvement—
is what makes K special.”

An academic, a professor, 
an administrator, and now 

Created by Paris Weisman ‘17 / The Index

a president—President 
Gonzalez is a lifelong 
learner. What has he learned 
in the past year?

“I learned that I now 
speak not only for myself 
but for the entire institution. 
As a professor I had the 
freedom to speak my mind, 
to criticize, to endorse, and 
so on. As President I must 
pay attention and be careful. 
I’m learning. It isn’t difficult, 
but I need to be aware.”

As for the ultimate K 
question, Stacks or Caf?

“I have to be careful with 
what I say! I have gone to the 
Cafeteria but not yet visited 
Stacks. I love the quesadillas 
they make there, I love 
Taqueria Tuesday.”

Chuckling, President 
Gonzalez added, “how’s that 
for a diplomatic answer?”

President Dr. Jorge Gonzalez at a listening session [© Jim Mumma]

K-Fest Recap

Welcomed by the smell 
of popcorn and a plethora 
of free candy, Kalamazoo 
College students braved 
the humidity and the puns 
at K-Fest on Wednesday, 
September 21. Met with 
nearly 100 booths, students 
milled around the Quad 
to learn about K’s Student 
Organizations, along 
with a handful of local 
organizations.

Here’s some more 
information about a few of 
your StuOrg options. Find 
out how to spend your 
time playing with puppies, 
how to reduce your carbon 
footprint, and how to engage 
with the K community, even 
if you can’t commit full-
time.

Why join a StuOrg? When 
asked about their favorite 
aspect, students at K-Fest 
most frequently replied 
that they valued the close-
knit communities made 
through participating in 
organizations.

Sarah Klepp K’19 of the 
Kalamazoo College Guild 
of Change Ringers shared 
this view, explaining that 
her favorite part about 
being involved with 
the organization is “the 
community that goes with 
it,” which “brings out a lot of 
different people.” 

Similarly, Ani Terterian 
K’19 of the Model United 

AYLA HULL
news editor

StuOrgs Come Out and 
You Do The Rest  

Nations club shared that 
StuOrgs are “a place to make 
great friends.”

Students who would 
like to build a close-knit 
community of puppies can 
join Emerson Brown K’16 
of Zookeepers, a StuOrg 
dedicated to preventing 
animal cruelty and 
connecting students with 
animals. 

“Last year we did an event 
funded by the BISSELL Pet 
Foundation where all pets 
were free to adopt,” shared 
Brown. “We went in on a 
Saturday and adopted out 
nearly every animal in the 
shelter--between 80 and 100 
animals.” Brown tells The 
Index that the same event is 
scheduled to take place on 
October 22.

Don’t have time to commit 
to a StuOrg? Not to worry! 
K has StuOrgs with all levels 
of commitment. Take the 
Food Recovery Network, 
for example, a club that aims 
to reduce food waste on 
campus and in turn reduce 
hunger in the surrounding 
community. Sam Rice 
K’19 explained that the 
organization gladly accepts 
all ranges of commitment--
whether weekly or once in a 
blue moon.

With its food trucks, high 
level of energy, and creative 
recruitment methods, this 
year’s Student Organizations 
kicked off to a great start. 
Students can be sure to 
expect a flood of emails in 
their inboxes this coming 
week.
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PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Student Organization, Young Men of Color, at K-Fest [Robert Manor / The Index]

We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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What Then Must We Do?

“Systems come and go,” 
began political economist, 
historian, and author Dr. 
Gar Alperovitz as he opened 
his talk during an event 
hosted by the Arcus Center 
for Social Justice Leadership. 
Dozens of students, faculty 
members, and residents 
of Kalamazoo attended 
the public discussion on 

Discussions on economic 
democratization 
highlight local 

community projects as 
the trigger for the “next 
American revolution”

Thursday, September 22, 
entitled “What Then Must 
We Do.”

The event explored 
economic democratization 
in the daily lives of US-
Americans. “This is a 
genuine intellectual 
problem if you don’t like 
corporate capitalism [nor] 
communism.”

Alperovitz is currently 
the co-chair of The Next 
System Project, a “multi-
year initiative aimed at 
thinking boldly about what 
is required to deal with the 
systemic challenges the 
United States faces now and 
in coming decades” (Next 

System Project). Alperovitz 
previously worked as 
a professor of Political 
Economy at the University 
of Maryland, and as a 
fellow at both Cambridge 
and Harvard Universities. 
Alperovitz also served as 
legislative director for both 
houses of Congress.

The Next System Project 
seeks to profile and foster, 
“projects and experiments 
to change and democratize 
the distribution of wealth.”

“What we see today is 
a medieval distribution 
of wealth and power,” 
Alperovitz described, 
before adding, “in fact other 

ANDREW PARSONS
web editor

historians have corrected 
me in saying that today’s 
distribution is even more 
extreme.”

Alperovitz and The Next 
System Project claim that the 
“next American revolution” 
will start locally, bubbling 
up from community 
projects. The idea of bubble-
up revolution is grounded in 
history, so they claim.

“The starting place is 
your backyard,” Alperovitz 
declared. He explained 
that local experiments may 
later evolve to become 
nationally deployed long-
term economic strategies, 
citing state-program 

“experiments” as the 
precursors to the nationally 
deployed New Deal 
programs of 1933—1938. 

“[This is a] very 
conventional thing I’m 
suggesting,” justified 
Alperovitz. “It isn’t about 
abstract theory, it’s about 
where we and our kids 
will go.” He additionally 
drew parallels to the 
feminist movements, the 
development of domestic 
and international economic 
models, and the American 
conservative movement of 
the 1950s.

The audience proceeded 
to discuss credit unions, 

municipal utilities, 
commercial cooperatives, 
and employee stock 
ownership during Q&A and 
group discussions. 

 “Try to see the period 
we live in as the prehistory 
of a new era,” Alperovitz 
suggested, citing the idea 
development as the trigger 
for shifts in systemic 
structures. 

Alperovitz ended by 
telling the audience, “we are 
either lucky or unfortunate 
to be living in this time.” 

K SEARCH
Word Bank
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Do K Classes Compare Across the Globe? 

Andrea Strasser-Nicol, a 
junior from Sierra Leone, 
wasn’t as excited about 
meeting Americans as she 
was about books. As an 
English major, Andrea took 
Introduction to Society and 
Culture, Theater, and African 
Literature this quarter. While 
she enjoyed the readings 
required each week,  it was 
a heavy workload. The only 
culture shock she experienced 
so far is students’ overall 
behavior in class. 

“I once looked at someone 

Uyen Pham
Contributor

International Students 
give their insights into 

life at K

and thought: ‘You are wearing 
that to class?’” she laughed. 
“In my country, we are usually 
more respectful towards 
older people, but in here 
everyone is casual. Students 
express themselves in front 
of professors without any 
restraint.” 

Thanh Vu, a sophomore 
from Vietnam, shared the 
same idea. 

“In Vietnamese, you talk 
to elders in a different way, 
adding a polite word (‘ạ’) 
behind almost every sentence 
and using another word for 
‘yes’ (‘vâng’) instead of its 
usual translation. That really 
shapes the attitude of younger 
people.”

M a n y  s t r u g g l e s 
international students face are 

related to language barriers. 
Lua Nidia Salomon, a senior 
from Ecuador, took a French 
class this quarter to prepare 
for her Medieval Archeology 
Master’s in France next year, 
and found it difficult to deal 
with 3 languages at a time. 
Lua had to translate everything 
she read from French to 
Spanish, which is her mother 
tongue, and then to English to 
participate in class discussions 
and to understand lectures. 

“One time when taking a 
test I knew what this French 
word means in Spanish, but 
totally forgot the English word 
for it,” she said. 

Difficulties in language 
also happen outside the 
classroom. It is difficult for 
some international students to 

fully understand one another 
at times because each person 
has a different accent, as the 
way they speak English is 
influenced by their mother 
tongue. Then there are 
differences in cultural jargon 
and humor. 

“When I eat with American 
friends, they talk about 
something then laugh and 
sometimes I cannot understand 
why,” said Gladys Mendoza, 
senior from Mexico. She could 
hear the words they said but 
she didn’t understand why that 
was funny. These are the kind 
of sociocultural differences 
that international students 
can’t read about in books to 
understand. 

International student outside Mandell Hall / [Courtesy Lizbeth Mendoza]

Title IX:
The Search Continues 

This year every K student, 
staff, and faculty member 
will complete the “Agent of 
Change” online training. This 
ten-part series of avatars and 
animations complies with Title 
IX’s stipulations for sexual 
harassment and violence 
education. The term Title IX 
often brings to mind images 
of female sports teams and 
women athletes, however, 
it more broadly refers to 
equal access to educational 
opportunities for all. In 2011, 
Title IX officially extended 
to covering cases of sexual 
violence and harassment in 
educational settings. 

“College is often the first 
place that people are really 
encountering this issue. 
There’s not a lot of sexual 
violence prevention work 
that’s going on in the K-12 
system. We need to get it 
right,” said Dean Sarah 
Westfall, who is helping to 
facilitate the online trainings. 

This sexual harassment 
and prevention outreach 
education will be a major 
part of the role of the college’s 
new Title IX Coordinator. 
The past coordinator, Stacy 
Nowicki, stepped down in 
April 2015 and K College 
has been searching for a 
new coordinator since that 
time. The initial plan was to 
combine the Title IX role with 
diversity inclusion trainings, 
and call the position the 

meredith ashton
Features Editor

K College continues its search for a Title IX 
Coordinator on campus

“Coordinator for Community 
Equity Initiatives.”

After two unsuccessful 
searches during the 2015-
2016 academic year, the 
college chose to recreate the 
position as the “Director of 
Gender Equity” to focus on 
specifically gender-based 
discrimination on campus. 

“The major difference in 
this new search is that during 
the previous two searches we 
were looking for someone 
with Title IX experience and 
someone who could also 
support intercultural needs,” 
said Renee Boelcke, the 
interim Title IX Coordinator 
and Human Resources 
Director. 

Boelcke is hoping to have 
the finalists for the Director 
of Gender Equity position 
on campus this October and 
instate a permanent Title IX 
Coordinator in the next few 
months. The new Coordinator 
will need a background in 
compliance with Title IX 
initiatives, be able to learn 
the K community quickly, and 
offer a fresh pair of eyes for 
K’s current Title IX practices. 

“It’s important that someone 
can focus their time and 
attention on the needs of 
our community, like student 
support and sexual respect…
we need an expert who can 
help guide us to the next level 
of that support,” said Boelcke. 

StuOrg Spotlight:
Bringing the Farm to K

Imagine a leafy vegetable 
garden speckled with carrots 
tops and bean sprouts, 
maintained by students and 
faculty who transfer the 
produce from the college farm 
to the cafeteria line. This is 
a scene that the Just Food 
Collective (JFC) is striving 
to make reality at K this year.  

“Our primary goal is to 
establish on-campus farming. 
In order to get local and just 
food to campus we’ve looked 
at other colleges, and the only 
way to do it is to grow our 
own food,” said Mimi Strauss, 
K’17, the Civic Engagement 
Scholar for the JFC.  

Even as a small, private 
school K has too large a 
population to rely on local 
farms for fresh produce, and 
as such the JFC is working 
on a proposal to build and 
maintain a hoop house on 
the IM field near Crissey and 
Severn Halls. 

The Just Food Collective 
is a reimagined version of 
the Farms to K group, which 
disbanded last Fall and Winter 
quarters, and then regrouped 
in the Spring with a new name 

meredith ashton
Features Editor 

Just Food Collective 
Works to Establish

On-Campus Farming

and a fresh focus. 
Daisy McLaughlin, K’19, 

got involved with the JFC 
last year when she attended 
the Real Food Challenge in 
Columbus, Ohio. Here she 
connected with past Farms 
to K participants and joined 
their Spring meetings to plan 
their initiatives for the 2016-
2017 academic year. 

“I think our group is 
important on campus because 
we work on creating more 
just and sustainable food 
within the K community 
and in the surrounding 
Kalamazoo community,” said 
McLaughlin. 

The group holds weekly 
meetings every Tuesday at 8 
pm, however, subcommittees 
meet throughout the week 
to work on various smaller 
projects such as planning a 
Homecoming Panel about 
on-campus farming at other 
colleges and establishing 
student transportation to the 
local Bank Street Farmer’s 
Market. 

“We’re the only ones on 
campus currently who are 
advocating for food justice 
issues…we often measure 
progress by projects, but 
just having a space for 
conversations about injustice 
and food access is really 
important,” said Strauss. 

[Generated with Survey Monkey / The Index]

Summer Survey:
What did you do this Summer?
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Theory into Practice

Theory into practice, what 
an inspiring idea, but it begs 
the question: how do we 
do it? The Center for Civic 
Engagement (CCE) at K is 
a brilliant idea because in 
practice it’s a complete load 
of fluff and I am a student 
who was formerly involved 
with the CCE.

The CCE has programs for 
students to volunteer in the 
community while getting paid 
as a student worker. Students 
attend three reflections each 
quarter, led by their Civic 
Engagement Scholar (CES), 
and each CES has to report 
to ladies who work in the 
CCE office. 

Now, I say ladies because in 
my experience with the CCE, 
I have never encountered 
diverse or representative 
leadership, despite the fact a 
couple of positions have been 

danny Phantom
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CCE Falls short of 
attaining their goals

vacated and later re-filled. 
The problem is that the 

department is absolutely 
unwilling to re-evaluate 
itself and make changes to 
incorporate new perspectives. 
I’m speaking directly to 
the hired K college adult 
leadership who are leading 
the CCE. 

When you walk into the 
CCE, you will be greeted by 
one of the 3 to 4 white women, 
or the female of color they 
happened to hire that year, but 
most likely you will not come 
into contact with this person. 

The programs are not 
subject to debate. If you 
have a problem with the 
way they’re “servicing” the 
community, you’ll have to 
bite your tongue. You may 
have a lengthy meeting but 
a white woman will tell you 
why what you’re thinking is 
impossible. 

Most of them are in their 
50’s, which makes us wonder, 
are they really in touch with 
the issues we’re trying to 

solve in our communities 
today? Possibly, but they’ve 
never experienced half the 
things their service focuses 
on: poverty, racism, sexism, 
discrimination in multiple 
forms, income inequality, the 
achievement gap, hunger, gang 
wars, prison sentences, and/or 
the inability to read or write.

The programs essentially 
get caught up in the logistics, 
but forget the people. 

We are coming into people’s 
communities and telling them, 
“I as a college student who 
has read a book on poverty 
and achievement gap am now 
going to tell you about how 
you should act in life to make 
a difference.” 

We enter and exit a world 
of immense sadness, struggle, 
and difficulty, and we call it 
“service-learning” with most 
students not committing 4 
years to the community.

What we’re learning is 
how to be a bougie class of 
superiors! 

Students and leadership 

discuss what they learned from 
the time they “experienced 
poverty.” It really is sickening. 
It simply reflects the whole 
culture of our school.

My recommendations to the 
CCE are as follows:

• Hire representative 
staff into paid, departmental 
leadership positions so the 
space can be understanding 
to multiple trajectories of life.

• Hire people of color 
as well as members of the 
Kalamazoo community. 

• Include ways that 
students can talk to each 
other about bold, new, and 
innovative ideas. Actually 
make it a priority to make the 
innovative ideas reality.

• CCE needs to break 
up cliques. It is unprofessional 
and detrimental to the work 

we do. Gossip has become 
enough to discredit even the 
most committed volunteers.

Until the CCE can make 
these changes, it will continue 
to purport an image of doing 
something. We will see that 
is only the theory and no 
practice.  

Importance of Congressional Elections

With November 8th less 
than a month and a half away, 
I find it important to discuss 
the Congressional Elections, 
which is something the 
mainstream media has given 
little to no attention. Since 
it’s in mainstream media’s 
interest to keep the public 
unenlightened on the affairs 
of lobbyists, they choose 
not to cover Congressional 

robert manor
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Congressional Elections 
are as equally important 
as Presidential Elections.  

Elections. 
This is due to the fear that 

the public will be more likely 
to know which representatives 
and senators are acting in the 
public’s best interest. While 
the presidency is a position 
of high significance, the 
general public believes that 
the presidency holds a lot more 
power than it actually does. 
The president has the power 
to sign/veto bills, propose 
bills, and sway public opinion 
on legislation. While the 
president can veto pieces of 
legislation, with a 2⁄3 majority 
in both the house and senate, 

Congress can overturn the 
president’s veto. 

We often see presidential 
candidates making promises 
for grand changes regarding 
legislation. For example, 
Hillary Clinton wants to raise 
the minimum wage. While 
she can support this idea, she 
cannot independently make 
it happen. Though she could 
raise the minimum wage for 
federal employees, Clinton 
would need the approval of 
Congress to raise the federal 
minimum wage. Considering 
that both the House and Senate 
are heavily controlled by 

lobbyists on both sides of the 
aisle, it is highly improbable 
that the federal minimum 
wage will be raised in the 
current Congress. 

This brings me to the 
main point of my argument. 
The corrupt present state of 
Congress is the reason why 
the public’s opinion has little 
to no influence on legislation. 
Lobbyists who get into office 
off of false promises act only 
in the interests of corporations. 
While the media focuses on 
Hillary Clinton’s walking 
pneumonia and the reality 
show that is Donald Trump, 

lobbyists, and their campaigns 
are on cruise control knowing 
that voters will simply vote 
along party lines without a 
second thought. 

To even begin repairing 
this issue, we as millennials 
need to vote in larger numbers 
for politicians who actually 
represent the people. In the 
2012 presidential election, 
only 46% of millennials 
eligible to vote bothered 
to show up to the poles. 
If the recent presidential 
primaries are any indication, 
our demographic has made 
little to no improvements on 

turnout. Our generation ties 
the baby boomers in overall 
voting power with 31% of the 
total electorate. So many of us 
complain about how corrupt 
our government is yet less 
than half of us care enough 
to vote. Vote or not, we all 
have the right to voice our 
disdain for the current state 
of our government. However, 
unless our turnout improves 
we will be bitching moaning 
about the exact same problems 
for years to come. 
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If too much studying has you 
feeling like climbing the walls, 
you’re in luck because Climb 
Kalamazoo is a great place 
to do just that. In the heart 
of downtown Kalamazoo, 
Climb Kalamazoo provides 
an activity where you can 
burn off some energy, get an 
all-body workout, and learn 
how to climb or amp up your 
climbing skills.

The facility caters to all 
ability levels. Routes vary 
from beginner to extremely 
advanced.  There are 
bouldering routes, auto-belay 
routes, lead climbing and top 
rope routes.

When climbing, wear 
comfortable clothing that will 
allow you to move freely. Keep 
in mind that a harness is worn 
at all times when climbing. 

Wanna Rock Your World?!
Climbing equipment such as 
a harness, shoes, belay device, 
and a locking carabineer are 
available for rent or purchase 
at Climb Kalamazoo. In order 
to climb in the gym you must 
have a gym membership. 
Memberships for a three-
month period cost around 
$120, an expense that is well 
worth the price.

Climb Kalamazoo is 
beloved by many students at 
Kalamazoo College. Celeste 
Nosow ’17 is an employee at 
Climb Kalamazoo emphasizes 
that Climb Kalamazoo is 
worth checking out. “[Climb 
Kalamazoo] has been a place to 
de-stress from homework and 
has a really fun environment. 
If you’re looking for a different 
way to exercise and get a full 
body workout, climbing is a 
great way to do that.” 

Josh Cho ‘17, Annah 
Freudenburg ‘17, and Siwook 
Hwang ‘17 developed a student 
organization to give K students 

Megan Rigney
contributor

the opportunity to be a part 
of a Kalamazoo College 
Climbing team. Practices 
are held four times a week: 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, 
and Saturday from 6pm-8pm. 
Kalamazoo College also offers 
PE credit for climbing and 
students have flexibility in the 
hours that they climb as long 
as they reach 18 hours total by 
the end of the quarter.

If  climbing sounds 
intriguing and you are looking 
to go to this place, contact a 
member of the Kalamazoo 
College Outing Club (KOC) 
or one of the K students 
mentioned above.

Climb Kalamazoo is an 
off-campus haven

Megan Rigney / The Index

Amidst the bars and shops 
of Kalamazoo Mall, the 
blinking lights of the retro 
marquee sign reflect off of 
the band posters in the State 
Theatre’s windows. As different 
businesses have come and 

The State Theatre: Kalamazoo’s Hidden Gem
gone in the Mall area, the 
state theatre has remained a 
constant since 1927. 

Over the past 90 plus years, 
the theatre has undergone 
three major renovations. 
Originally, the theatre played 
host to big bands, ballets, 
dramas, dance reviews and 
operas. Nowadays soloists, 
rock bands, comedians, and 
film screenings dominate the 
venue. 

TRisha DunhaM
a&e editor

The theatre provides an 
intimate space for viewers 
with a capacity of 1524 seats. 
Along with a mezzanine, and 
balcony, there is also orchestra 
seating which is often removed 
to create standing space near 
the stage. 

Concessions are available 
for guests before and during 
events. Guests are more than 
welcome to bring snacks and 
beverages into the theatre. For 

Leave the K bubble and 
experience Kalamazoo

[Trisha Dunham / The Index]

those of age, there’s a wide 
selection of draft and bottled 
beer. The theatre supports local 
businesses by serving not only 
domestics and imported but 
also several local brews. 

Ticket purchase is made 
quick and easy through 
ticketmaster. Box office 
hours are also available from 
11AM until 6 PM on Friday 
afternoons. 

Annalise Robinson’13 

attended the concert at The 
State Theatre and said, “It was 
spacious and somehow still 
intimate and cozy. I remember 
dancing the entire night away 
right by the edge of the stage 
without a single worry.” 

Robinson also said that she 
was looking forward to Tech 
N9NE in October and has 
already purchased her tickets. 

This fall the theatre will host 
Kathleen Madigan, GHOST, 

Colbie Caillet, Tech N9NE, 
and many others. So, if 
you’re looking for an excuse 
to get off campus, take a 
quick hike down the hill 
into downtown Kalamazoo 
to see one a favorite or a new 
artist this fall. 

Come Write for the 
Index!

Staff meetings are at 7:00 PM on 

Mondays in the Index Office

(Room 116, Hicks Center)
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Want the Latest K Sports Updates?
Then check us out at thekzooindex.com today!

WOMEN’S SOCCER EXTENDS WIN 
STREAK TO 5!

Senior Emma Tardiff 
slotted home a cross from 
fellow senior Elizabeth Cle-
venger to put the Hornets up 
3-0 over Adrian, ensuring 
that the team’s win streak 
would continue Tuesday 
night under the lights at 
MacKenzie Field.

     Both winning and con-
tributions from seniors have 
come often for the Hornets 
this season, the team has 
9 seniors, 8 of which start 
regularly, and the only one 
who does not is the team’s 
leading scorer. Six of the 
seniors have found the back 
of the net, accounting for 
13 of the team’s 27 goals, 
with Tardiff leading the 

group with 5. The group 
have also played a big part 
in setting up the goals as was 
the case Tuesday night, with 
14 assists on the season.

     The win over Adrian 
extending the team’s win 
streak to 5 games, and helped 
maintain the Hornets unbeat-
en record in MIAA play, now 
nearing the halfway point 
of conference play. The 
Hornets are 5-0-1, and just 
one point behind Hope who 
has played one more game 
to this point. During the 
winning streak, the Hornets 
have outscored their oppo-
nents 19-5, averaging nearly 
4 goals per game.

     When asked about their 
success so far, the team has 
been happy, but also humble 
and hungry for more. “We 
are very excited about the 

success we have had so far 
this season,” Tardiff said 
“but we also know that we 
have so much more to ac-
complish this season”. This 
is not surprising for this 
group, with 9 seniors on the 
team who have made the 
conference tournament the 
past 2 seasons, they hope to 
go even farther this year and 
capture a conference title.

     While the seniors 
make up a large part of the 
roster, the team also bene-
fits greatly from its depth. 
“We have so much depth 
on the team this year” said 
senior Sydney Spring, “from 
our starting players to every 
player who comes off the 
bench”. That depth has been 
key, with 17 players making 
appearances in at least 7 
of the team’s 9 games so 

far, and 11 different players 
scoring already this season. 
“It is really enjoyable to 
leave a game knowing you 
won and knowing every 

player on the team was able 
to impact the win” Spring 
added.

     The Hornets will look 
to extend the streak to 6 and 

reclaim first place in the 
MIAA at home on Wednes-
day night against Albion at 
7:00 p.m..

Koji VRooM
sports editor

Strong seniors lead K 
Women’s soccer season to 

a superb start

[Koji Vroom / The Index]

Hornet Sports 
Weekly Recap

Men’s Soccer:
 

Volleyball:

Men’s Golf:

Men’s Tennis:

Men’s Cross Country:

Women’s Cross Country:

This Week in
Hornet Sports 

Wednesday September 28th:
 Women’s Soccer HOME vs. Albion 7:00 p.m. @ MacKenzie Field
Friday September 30th: 
 Women’s Tennis ITA Central Regional @ Stowe Stadium
 (Friday-Monday)
Saturday October 1st: 
 Women’s Soccer HOME vs. Olivet
  12:00 p.m. @ MacKenzie Field
 Men’s Cross Country @ pre-Nationals (Louisville, Kent.)
  12:45 p.m.
 Men’s Golf @ Ken Ventury Invitational (Trine) 1:00 p.m.
 Women’s Golf @ MIAA Jamboree (Alma) 1:00 p.m.
 Football HOME vs. Alma 1:00 p.m. @ Angell Field
 Women’s Cross Country @ pre-Nationals
 (Louisville, Kent.) 1:30 p.m.
 Men’s Soccer HOME vs. Hope 7:00 p.m. @ MacKenzie Field
Tuesday October 4th:
 Women’s Soccer @ Hope 7:00 p.m.

9/21 – Lost 4-0 @ Calvin
9/24 – WON 2-0 @ Trine

9/23 – Lost 0-3 @ Calvin

9/21 – Placed 2nd at MIAA Jamboree @ Albion
9/26 – Placed 5th MIAA Jamboree @ Calvin

ITA Regionals: Branden Metzler reached the 
Singles Semi-Finals.

ITA Regionals: Elan Dantus and Branden 
Metzler reached the Doubles Quarter-Finals

9/24 – Placed 6th at MIAA Jamboree @ Alma

9/24 – Placed 9th at MIAA Jamboree @ Alma
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K StudentS Gather to Support proteSt

 north daKota

JANELLE GRANT

co-editor-in-chief

K students stand in 
solidarity with Sacred 
Stone Camp to halt an 

oil pipeline route faculty.

On October 10th at 
Stetson Chapel, which was 
deemed the Day of Action 
for protesters at Sacred 
Stone Camp located in 
North Dakota, K students 
and a few faculty members 
were present in order to 
express solidarity and 
negative sentiments toward 
a proposed oil pipeline route 

that violates federal laws 
protecting the Lakota nation 
and their land. 

 The K community 
was informed that The 
Dakota Access Pipeline 
(DAPL), which will span 
from North Dakota through 
part of Illinois is set to break 
ground. The attendees of 
the Day of Action were 
upset by this because 
much of the intended 
drilling areas belong to the 
Lakota Nation. “Imagine if 
someone drilled through 
our campus, it would be 
distracting and upsetting,” 
Jessica Magaña ’17 said. 

According to the handouts 
provided by K’s Office of 
Religious and Spiritual Life 
(ORSL), who helped to 
sponsor the campus event, 
the oil pipeline would create 
450,000 barrels per day of 
crude oil.

 The turnout for 
the Day of Action did 
not draw a large turnout 
from the K community, 
which disappointed some 
students. “I was a little bit 
surprised that the student 
population wasn’t larger in 
support of the Lakota nation 
at Sacred Stone Camp, 
especially because our 

Students and faculty outside of Stetson in support of the Lakota Nation in North Dakota [Janelle Grant /  The Index].

campus perpetuates an ideal 
of solidarity and cultural 
understanding,” Magaña ’17 
said. “Although, I wish the 
ORSL advertised or received 
support in advertising 
this event more; honestly, 
the only reason I knew 
about this opportunity was 
because Dr. Sarah Koenig 
spoke about its importance 
in class.”

 “It’s really easy to 
think that since we are so far 
away, we can’t help Sacred 
Stone Camp. Physically, yes, 
many of us will not be of 
assistance, but it’s important 
to get practice where we can 

in being in solidarity with 
others,” Kaitlyn Courtenay 
’17 explained. “Especially 
with this upcoming election, 
it’s even more important 
to put into practice being 
receptive of all people who 
share this land, [the United 
States], and learning ways to 
support one another.”

 Both Magaña ‘17 
and Courtenay ’17 would 
like to see the ORSL gain 
increased attendance to their 
sponsored events because, 
according to these K 
students, each event signifies 
community importance. 
The students also found the 

protest pertinent because 
preliminary diggings for 
the pipeline have already 
disrupted some ancestral 
burial grounds and began 
to hinder the growth of 
plants in the area that the 
Lakota nation traditionally 
utilizes for natural 
remedies.  

“Community isn’t just 
Kalamazoo, we all have 
overlapping identities 
or circles that extend 
beyond our current city,” 
Courtenay ’17 said. 

Student CompeteS in rio

For many young athletes, 
competing in front of a huge 
crowd is a dream of theirs, 
and getting to do so by 
representing their country is 
an even bigger dream. This 
summer Kalamazoo College 
senior Drew Bremer got to 
experience that dream.

 The journey started 
last fall, when Bremer came 
across a video on Twitter 
from the United States 
Women’s National Soccer 
team congratulating the 
Paralympic team on their 

Senior Drew Bremer 
competed at the 

Paralympic games in Rio 
this summer.

qualification for Rio. Bremer 
was immediately interested.

 Bremer was born 
with hemiplegic cerebral 
palsy, which effects his 
ability to use the right side 
of his body, but for anyone 
who has watched him play 
soccer, you likely would 
not even notice. He played 
3 years of varsity soccer 
in high school, and is a 
member of the Men’s Varsity 
team here at K.

 After sending the 
coaches some game film, 
Bremer was invited to one 
of the team’s camps last 
fall. After being continually 
invited back, Bremer 
officially made the roster in 
April, and that was when the 
reality of the opportunity 

really set in.
 “It didn’t really 

set in until after the camps, 
when we were really getting 
together as a team, and it 
was a lot of fun to represent 
the U.S.,” Bremer said.

 Prior to Rio, the 
team traveled to Europe 
for warm up tournaments, 
which Bremer described 
as one of his favorite parts 
of the journey. “Getting 
to go to Amsterdam and 
Barcelona to play soccer 
was really cool, kind of 
something you dream of as 
a kid,” Bremer said. “I got to 
become friends with some 
of the Dutch and Ukrainian 
team players, and we still 
stay in touch.”

 In early September, 

KOJI VROOM
sports editor

they finally arrived in Rio 
for the Paralympic games. 
“Being a part of the opening 
and closing ceremonies as 
a part of team USA was 
amazing,” Bremer said. “Rio 
was extremely nice, despite 
what all the media said 
about it leading up to the 
Olympics, I only saw like 2 
mosquitoes.”

 On the field 
Bremer had possibly the 
most memorable moment 
for team USA, scoring from 
the halfway line against 
Ireland.

 “It was really cool 
to score just in general at 
the Paralympics, I had hit 
the cross bar several times 
in the tournament and felt 
I deserved a goal because 
I had played well,” Bremer 
said about the goal. When 
asked about going back, 

Bremer said, “Hopefully if 
I can, depends on where I 
am in four years, I would 
definitely love to.”

 As for the more 

immediate future, Bremer 
and the Men’s Soccer team 
are in action this Saturday at 
2:30 p.m. against Calvin.

in 

Photo courtesy of Drew Bremer
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.

I
THE INDEX

Co-Editor-in-Chief..........Janelle Grant
Co-Editor-in-Chief..........Janay Johnson
News Editor.................Ayla Hull
Features Editor............Meredith Ashton
A&E Editor......................Trisha Dunham
Opinions Editor...............Kaitlyn Courtenay 
Sports Editor.................Koji Vroom
Web Editor......................Andrew Parsons
Layout Editor...................Raphael Wieland
Photography Editor................Robert Manor
Copy Editor.................MaryClare Columbo

EDITORIAL BOARD

EDITORIAL POLICY

Oktober Korn Maze

Staff Writer................Marissa Castellana
Staff Writer...........Sharmeen Chauhdry
Staff Writer......................Addie Dancer
Staff Writer.................Gabriel Stanley
Staff Writer.................Uyen Pham
Staff Writer.................Amelia Donohoe

GENERAL STAFF

Fun and festivities opened 
the weekend as Kalamazoo 
College’s Latino Student 
Organization (LSO) hosted 
campus events for the K 
community to enjoy. 

First Friday, an open 
campus event, treated K 
students to a folklorico 
dance feature followed by 
dance lessons, tamales and 
horchata. 

LSO’s Underclassman 
Co-President Michelle Alba 
‘19 explained the student or-
ganization’s role on campus, 
stating that, “LSO’s mission 
is to create a sense of home 
on campus and to provide 
leadership opportunities and 
academic success for our 
members.”

Alba proceeded to say that 
First Friday was a “preview 
of Noche de Juegos,” a Zoo 
After Dark event featuring 
games and dancing, and a 
“preview of what we bring to 
campus—a sense of home.” 

“We bring food and dance 
in order to explain who we 
are as an organization and 

to show that we are very 
dedicated to our members 
and welcoming other people 
who are interested in joining 
LSO,” continued Alba.  

Alejandro Alaniz ‘18, the 
Public Relations Commis-
sioner for LSO, explained 
that the student organization 
“tries to incorporate these 
themes throughout meet-
ings and events” by dis-
cussing community issues, 
networking, and “bringing 
in local food and games to 
help our members feel more 
connected with the Latino 
community.”

LSO’s October 1st His-
panic Heritage Brunch fea-
tured speakers from Kalama-
zoo College’s Class of 2020, 
Professor Francisco Ville-
gas, and the College’s Pres-

ANDREW PARSONS
web editor

First Friday and Noche 
de Juegos gave LSO 

members and K students 
a chance to connect with 
and celebrate Hispanic 

heritage. 

[Folklorico dancers perform during LSO’s First Friday. Photo courtesy of LSO.]

ident Dr. Jorge Gonzalez.     
All events took place 

during National Hispanic 
Heritage Month, a month 
“in tribute to generations 
of Hispanic Americans who 
have positively influenced 
and enriched out nation and 
society” (National Hispan-
ic Heritage Month).

National Hispanic Her-
itage Month allows the 
student organization to 
further explore the cele-
bration of Hispanic heritage. 

“[In this month] we’re 
broadening our reach; LSO’s 
membership is predominate-
ly of Mexican background, 
but we also have members 
from [nations like] Nicara-
gua or El Salvador or Brazil, 
so we try to get their cele-
bratory aspects incorporated 

into our organization,” com-
mented Alaniz. “We try to 
see other sides of Hispanic 
heritage, not just Mexican.”    

“We get to show campus 
from where each one of us 
comes, because we’re not all 
of the same cultural back-
ground,” added Alba. 

LSO was established in 
2005, has over 35 active 
members, and on campus 
is often regarded as one of 
Kalamazoo College’s most 
prominent student organi-
zations. 

“There’s a lot of pressure 
but we’re very dedicated,” 
responded Alba when asked 
about the student organiza-
tion’s reputation. “I’m very 
honored to be part of an or-
ganization with a [vision],” 
she continued, admitting, “I 

hope that the way we orga-
nize our student organiza-
tion can be an inspiration 
to other organizations that 
seek stability.”

“LSO has a strong back-
ground thanks to our pre-
vious leadership,” recalled 
Alaniz, saying, “we’re proud 
of that, and we’re doing ev-
erything we can to contin-
ue.” Over 155 K students 
attended Noche de Juegos, 
and both First Friday and 
Noche de Juegos events ran 
out of food, “a good indi-
cator of popularity,” Alaniz 
explained.   

LSO holds meetings every 
Tuesday at 6:00pm in the 
Hicks Center Banquet Hall 
and is open to students of 
all backgrounds. 

LSo openS Year with CampuS Fun and FeStivitieS 

StuGov reFLeCtS roLe in new name

AYLA HULL
news editor

K Council of Student 
Representatives Unpacks 

Responsibilities and 
Ideals to Refine Reality

Welcoming the newly 
renamed Kalamazoo College 
Student Government--
the Kalamazoo Council of 
Student Representatives! The 
Council held its first meeting 
on Tuesday, October 4th, 
to discuss proceedings of 
Student Council and how 
best to structure the student 
organization.

This title mirrors the 

organization’s new mission 
statement, written at 
Tuesday’s meeting: “We as 
the Kalamazoo Council of 
Student Representatives are 
dedicated to supporting, 
advocating for, and 
enriching the Kalamazoo 
College community. 
Bridging decision makers 
and students through 
representation on campus 
committees as well as 
transparent communication, 
we will advocate for the 
best interest for the College 
community as a collective. 
While appreciating fluid 
development and growth, 

we will stay steadfast 
in strengthening and 
expanding the influence 
of the student voice on 
campus.”

Both title and mission 
statement were voted into 
action in Tuesday’s meeting.

Andrew Kim ‘17 
explained that the group is 
intent on “getting rid of titles 
like “president.’” Instead, the 
group will turn to three key 
roles: facilitator, organizer, 
and minute taker.

He explained that the 
facilitator will “control 
the flow of the meeting 
and be allowed to vote on 

substantive matters,” the 
organizer will be in charge 
of “planning and scheduling 
the meetings,” and the 
minute taker will keep 
records of meeting content 
and “distribute them to the 
group.”

Accessibility and 
transparency of Student 
Council to all students was a 
recurring theme throughout 
the meeting. 

“It should be a major 
goal this year to somehow 
communicate with the 
student body and get their 
input before going into 
committees,” commented 

Jessica Penny ‘19.
Karina Duarte ‘18 

suggested, “What if we made 
some sort of blog or updated 
the teamsite, or a newsletter” 
to ensure transparency?

Andrew Kaylor ‘17, 
StuCom alumnus,  observed 
the meeting.  

“I think progress has been 
made and that’s exciting to 
see,” commented Kaylor. 
“The body that was here 
my sophomore year was 
not ideal for this campus 
and the new movement 
[towards focus on Student 
Representation] will be 
helpful.”

Student Council will 
continue to have weekly 
meetings, currently 
scheduled for Tuesdays 
at 8:00PM in the Hicks 
Banquet Hall. Meetings are 
open to all students in order 
to encourage transparency.

In discussing the purpose 
of this year’s body, Johnson 
asked the body in a 
concluding thought. “If we 
could only do one thing by 
the end of this year, what 
would you want to get 
done?”

[Photo courtesy of LSO.] [Photo courtesy of LSO.]
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Why Voting Matters

In 2014 only 11% of 
K’s eligible voting student 
body cast their ballots in 
the election. Despite our 
emphasis on enlightened 
social leadership and change, 
we as a student body have 
shown apathy towards the 
election process. This year, the 
Center for Civic Engagement 
(CCE) is running their “Get 
out to Vote” campaign to 
promote student participation 
in the upcoming presidential 
election. 

“I myself am not eligible 
to vote as I’m not yet a US 
citizen. I’ve always been 

Meredith Ashton
features editor

CCE campaign promotes 
student electoral 

involvement 

interested in politics so this is a 
way for me to be involved and 
contributing to this democracy 
in an indirect way,” said 
Susmitha Daggubati, K’16, 
the CCE’s Program Assistant 
who is primarily in charge of 
the campaign. 

Through tabling in the Hicks 
Center and hosting a First Year 
Forum titled “Don’t boo, vote! 
Why voting matters,” the CCE 
registered over 100 K students 
to vote, said Daggubati. The 
forum included many faculty 
and student guest speakers to 
present the different facets that 
create a registered, informed 
voter. 

“Know where to vote, 
and have a plan. As a strong 
advocate for participatory 
democracy, I believe that 
everyone, regardless of 
your understanding of such 

complex political structures, 
should vote if they want,” 
said Alexander Ross, K’17, 
of the College Republicans 
over email. 

In addition to the “Why 
Voting Matters” forum and 
voter registration, the CCE 
also hopes to give students 
the opportunity to learn about 
local politics and issues in 
the Kalamazoo community. 
As such, the CCE presented 
a forum last Monday about 
Criminal Justice Reform to 
educate students about this 
issue on a local and national 
level, and to inform them 
about opportunities, such as 
the CCE’s HYPE program, 
that work to combat these 
structural inequities. 

“Ultimately, the outcome 
of a local election is far more 
likely to matter to your daily 

Meet Your
Representatives:

AylA hull
news editor

What is on the Minds 
of K’s Student Council 

Members?

Meet Miranda Flores-Ti-
rado, First-Year Represen-
tative
“My personal goal for this 
year is to help set up a 
foundation that we can con-
tinue to build upon in the 
future. It’s great to be a part 
of the process for restruc-
turing K’s student govern-
ment and I hope to contrib-
ute some of the knowledge 
I’ve gained from working 
with other student govern-
ments in the past.
I know it is impossible for 
just me to represent the 
needs of the entire class 
of 2020, which is why I’m 
glad there are other repre-

StuOrg Spotlight:
The Coalition for Reproductive Justice

K students gained a space 
to engage in conversations 
on issues such as sexual 
education, healthy sexuality, 
and reproductive rights at 
the first meeting of the 
Kalamazoo College Coalition 
for Reproductive Justice.

 Founders Dani Gin 
K’17 and Emily Kowey K’17 
believe that “reproductive 
justice” is a broad term, and 
feel that having a space to 
talk about what it means to 
different people is crucial. In 
terms of the Stuorg itself, they 
aim to “frame it so students 
can make it what they want,” 
said Kowey.

 In addition to 
discussion-based meetings 
on Mondays in the library, 
the Coalition is excited 
to offer trainings and 
workshops, screenings of 

AMeliA donohoe
staff writer

New club focuses on 
reproductive justice for 

all

Emily Kowey K’17

Miranda Flores-Tirado, K’20

sentatives to give their 
perspectives. I believe, 
with all of our voices in a 
position to speak up, we 
will be able to represent 
the diverse community K 
has gathered.
Transparency is an issue 
for any government. I 
want to fix this issue at K. 
I want students to feel free 
to talk to me, in person or 
email, and tell me about 
their issues. If they have 
any questions about our 
student government, they 
are welcome to ask me. 
I think accessibility can 
really help transparency. 
I look forward to giving 
my peers a voice in the 
goings on at K. I think 
that’s the best part--know-
ing you’re contributing to 
an informed decision full 
of different perspectives.”

Meet Sophomore 
Student Representative 
Shivani Rana
“My personal goal for 
this year is to become 
a person that students 
can come to for help. 
Specifically, I want to 
create a much more 
comfortable campus 
that helps students feel 
included and able to 
succeed in any way, 
almost as safety net. 
I also hope to create 
a closer and more 
comfortable network 
between students and 
faculty at K college. 
From previous years 
and the dismantle of 
the student commis-
sion, strong tension 

between the students 
and the faculty mem-
bers has built up. I 
hope that as my time 
as student represen-
tative that I can help 
alleviate this tension 
and help increase the 
faith faculty members 
have in us students and 
vice-versa.
I look forward to see-
ing a whole new group 
of students interacting 
with one another for 
the benefit of K College 
and the student body. I 
hope to see the innova-
tion that all brought us 
here to K and the dedi-
cation to reconstruct a 
better body of Student 
Representatives.”

life than the presidential 
election, so make your 
choices carefully. Know every 
candidate’s position and vote 
your whole ticket. Don’t go 
to the polls unprepared,” said 
Ian McKnight, of the College 
Democrats. 

As transportation is a 
common barrier for college 
students, the CCE will be 
running shuttles to the local 
polling centers on November 
8th. The CCE also ran this 
campaign in 2008 and 2012 
with significant success.

“I’m hoping that through 
attending these different 
events, watching the 
presidential debates, and 
researching on non-partisan 
websites students can make 
the best choice that they see 
fit,” said Daggubati. 

Shivani Rana, K’19 

films about issues related to 
reproduction, and potential 
volunteer opportunities with 
organizations like the YWCA 
and Planned Parenthood.

 C i t i n g  t h e 
importance of voter turnout 
for maintaining reproductive 
rights, the club will partner 
with the Center for Civic 
Engagement for its first event, 
“Get Out the Vote: Candidates 
and Reproductive Justice.” 
Local politicians such as Jon 
Hoadley and Paul Clements, 
the democratic candidates for 
state representative, will come 
together to discuss their stances 
on issues such as reproductive 
health and access, as well 
as the importance of voting, 
especially in the upcoming 
election. This event will most 
likely take place 8th week.

The Coalition has created 
a Facebook page as a forum 
in which members can share 
resources and expand on 
what they have discussed at 
meetings. Kowey emphasized 
that the goal of the organization 
is to be a community, a non-

hierarchical organization of 
people who simply wish to 
educate one another on issues 
surrounding reproductive 
health while also raising 
awareness on campus. Any 
student or faculty member is 
therefore welcome to attend 
meetings and events.

“I feel like a lot of people 

see reproductive health [only] 
as a women’s issue and we’re 
trying to move away from 
that,” said Kowey.
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Ignorant Scholars:
A Modern Day Epidemic

Knowledge doesn’t 
necessarily reflect intelligence 
and book smarts doesn’t 
always equate to street smarts; 
college freshmen are finding 
it difficult to culturally adapt 
and be independent, regardless 
of how ready they are to write 
10 page papers.

 Freshman students at 
Kalamazoo College, generally 
speaking, are academically 
capable of taking on rigorous 
courses and tight deadlines. 
However, students seem to 
be lacking basic skills to help 
them adjust to independent 
life. “Honestly I feel really 
prepared for class work but 

shArMeen ChAuhdry
staff writer

High School didn’t 
prepare me for this

I’m worried about eventually 
doing my own taxes and 
having to manage money 
because I was never taught that 
in high school,” said Logan 
Johnston ‘20. 

Johnston’s experience is 
not unusual on campus, Sara 
Nixon ‘20 also said she was 
prepared for challenging 
academics, but that was it. 
“There were one or two talks 
about addiction to substances 
and I think maybe one about 
safe sex,” said Nixon. 
Not only do high schools 
neglect to teach students 
about the importance of 
financial stability and general 
independent life skills, they 
fail to prepare students for 
real world problems like drugs 
and the importance of sexual 
safety. 

These systemic educational 

problems stem from the 
monumental pressure put on 
students to be well versed 
in subjects such as Science, 
Math and English in high 
school. Classes that involve 
The Arts have often been 
neglected because of these 
core classes, but recently 
classes like home economics 
and personal finance have 
been under siege as well. For 
many high school students, 
even if they were offered, 
the pressure to take as many 
AP and Honors classes takes 
precedence. 

The result is a generation 
full of knowledgeable students 
who struggle to acclimate to 
real life. What’s the point 
of knowing all the math 
in the world if one cannot 
understand how to apply 
for a loan? How will that 10 

page paper help stop sexual 
harassment at parties or drug 
use on campus? Many students 
don’t learn about addiction at 
all throughout their time in 
high school. In college, when 
there are no parents around 
and many drugs are accessible, 

ignorance is a dangerous bliss.
The solution is simple, 

bring back classes that enable 
societal participation, integrate 
sexual violence into health 
classes and touch more on 
issues such as drug and alcohol 
addiction. The only problem 

is, those in charge refuse to 
see the adverse effects of over-
emphasizing Science, Math 
and English. Although these 
are important subjects, they 
cannot take precedence over 
practical life skills. Ignorant 
scholars are not the future.
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How I feel about the
K Phonathon

It is that time of year 
again. The Kalamazoo 
College phonathon is back in 
action to bring more revenue 
into the college. Having 
worked for the phonathon 
myself, I can honestly say it 
is a job you will love a times, 
and hate at others. The main 
reason for this variance is 
who you are calling. Real-
istically, a minimum of half 
the alums (and parents of 
alums) will not even answer. 
Of the half who do answer, 
fifty percent will say no. 
However, with a bit of con-
vincing you may change 
a few of their minds. The 
aspect I always found the 
most conflicting about pho-
nathon was calling recent 
alums. A large portion of 

robert MAnor
photography editor

“Hello, would you like to 
donate to K?” those recent alums have 

student loans to pay off. 
To call those people asking 

for them to give money to a 
school that charged them up 
to fifty-thousand dollars a 
year feels a bit cruel. Most 
of the money the phona-
thon makes is from the large 
donors who give large sums 
of money regularly. With all 
these donations and the high 
tuition rate in mind, it makes 
me wonder where the money 
goes. Of course it covers 
staff, maintenance, food, 
and other educational ne-
cessities (for the most part). 
However, where does the 
remaining money go? Stu-
dents have been asking for 
better handicap accessibility 
for years among many other 
things. As things usually 
go, these questions students 
have will likely go ignored 
(at best answered in an un-
satisfactory manner). 
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The smell of bread from 
Sarkozy’s bakery wafted out 
the front doors and mixed with 
the fall breeze. Kalamazoo 
residents gathered reflecting 
on their weeks, resting in the 
serene atmosphere. 

Naturalistic paintings of 
Michigan landscape by Paul 
Robert cover the walls, The 
Brass Rail quintet jam with 
ease in the back of the bakery 
near the kitchen. Customers 
chat under the warm yellow 
light with paczkis and oatmeal 
bread on their white porcelain 
dishes. Judy Sarkozy – head 
baker and host of the day – 
was roaming around inviting 
everyone to smell and taste 
pawpaws. I sat down with 
her husband Ken Sarkozy for 
a talk.

THE SECOND TIME IS THE CHARM!
“After graduation, both of 

us studying Psychology, we 
moved here from Detroit. 
Chances that we could get jobs 
in the same place was small, 
still we picked a place first 
then deal with that later, and 
our friends said Kalamazoo 
was a nice city”.   

Judy wanted to open a 
business, both her and Ken 
were inspired by Julia Child. 
There was an old broken 
bakery for sale on Burdick 
Street, recalled Ken. The 
previous owner sold it cheap 
as he wished to get out of 
the baking industry quickly. 
The couple later moved two 
doors down from the original 
location, and that was where 
Sarkozy bakery officially 
opened in February 28th, 
1978.

“That building caught 
fire in 2012. Everything was 
torn down, and we could not 
open for 2 years. Luckily there 
were a lot of donations from 
people in town, and we have 
friends who were architects 

Uyen Pham
staff writer

and did the work without any 
payment,” said Ken.  

With a large amount of 
local support, Sarkozy Bakery 
opened its doors again in 2014 
at 350 E Michigan Avenue, the 
current location. 

Sarkozy has become a 

The reopening of
Sarkozy’s Bakery returns 

one of Kalamazoo’s
treasured stores. 

Last Thursday at the Alamo 
Drafthouse Cinema, The Arcus 
Center hosted a screening of 
a short documentary titled 
Maestra. The title of the film, 
meaning female teacher in 
Spanish, prepares the viewer 
for the subject matter, young 
women teaching children how 
to read. 

 Through interviews 
and narration from author 
Alice Walker the film presents 
the experiences of several 
women during the Cuban 
Literacy Campaign of 1961. 
Around 100,000 women 
during this time period 
worked as teachers before 
the age of 18.  

 The Cuban Literacy 
Campaign began in 1961 with 
the hope of clearing illiteracy 
throughout Cuba within a 
single year. Over 240,000 
people volunteered to take 
part in the teaching in order 
to achieve this goal, half of 

DocumEntAry About cubAn LitErAcy 
cAmpAign scrEEns At ALAmo DrAfthousE

these volunteers were women. 
 Video footage of 

children being taught to 
read the documentary in 
intertwined with narratives 
of women working with the 
campaign. These women, now 
in their sixties, describe some 
of their experiences on what 
it meant to be both a teacher 
and a woman during 1961 in 
Cuba.

 A diverse group of 
women were interviewed for 
the film. Among the women 
interviewed one of them was 
the first women to openly 
become a part of Cuba’s LGBT 
community. Another woman 
involved in the program was 
one of the first Cuban women 
to call herself a feminist. These 
themes carry through the 
entirety of the documentary 
and make themselves clear 
when shown the treatment of 
women through the various 
interviews. 

 Maestra shows 
the willingness of young 
Cuban women to assist in 
eradicating illiteracy within 
the country of Cuba. The 
director, Catherine Murphy, 
created this documentary to 
spread the message of hope 

Gabriel Stanley
Staff Writer

Catherine Murphy’s 
documentary, Maestra 
presented at the Alamo 

to a sold out crowd. 

Come Write for the 
Index!

Staff meetings are at 7:00 PM on 

Mondays in the Index Office

(Room 116, Hicks Center)

Kalamazoo treasure for its 
cozy space and baked goods. 
Local bread enthusiasts claim 
the bread at Sarkozy’s tastes 
better than that in Europe. 

“A woman has been coming 
here for 30 years or so”, Ken 
said, “usually ordering French 

bread or oatmeal I think. See 
the big potted plant we place 
on the right side? She gave it 
to us, it was too big for her 
home”.

The conversation continued 
after our apple pie roll-ups and 
quiché were finished. Ken told 

me about how he and Judy 
operate the bakery and how 
they first learned to bake. Ken 
said the most unique thing 
about the bakery is his wife. 

 [Uyen Pham / The Index].

and also to benefit and begin 
her founding of The Literacy 
Project.

 The screening was 
open to the community and 
free for students of Kalamazoo 
College. Tickets to this 

[Photo Courtesy of Maestra]

event were sold out quickly. 
The Arcus center supports 
many community outreach 
programs such as the showing 
of Maestra. The theatre seeks 
to provide an educational 
environment for students of 

Kalamazoo College as well 
those in the city of Kalamazoo. 

 N e x t  w e e k 
Kalamazoo College will 
host another acclaimed 
Cuban filmmaker Gloria 
Rolando. Film screenings 

and conversations with the 
director will occur Monday 
from 4-5:30 and Wednesday 
from 6:30-8 in Dewing 103. 
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Want the Latest K Sports Updates?
Then check us out at thekzooindex.com today!

gEtting to Know cArmEn compton

Before coming to Ka-
lamazoo College, first-year 
student Carmen Compton 
K’20 was a libero for the 
Marlins’ volleyball team at 
Mercy High School in Farm-

ington Hills, Michigan. But 
shortly after her arrival at 
K just weeks ago, Compton 
approached her new seminar 
friends with a lacrosse stick 
in hand and announced that 
she had joined the team - 
despite having never played 
a day of lacrosse in her life.

“I thought, ‘Why not?’” 
she explains to The Index. 
“It’s a new opportunity.”

Of course, Compton is 
feeling that decision now as 
she sits at The Book Club, 
surrounded by friends and 
laughing until her abs ache, 
which doesn’t take much 
these days. She describes 
the intensive daily workouts 
with the team as “nonstop 
sprinting and barfing.”

“You see a lot of puking,” 
she says. “I haven’t thrown 
up yet, though.”

Compton admits, in addi-
tion to being grueling, the 
lacrosse team is a big time 
commitment, causing her 
to miss “fam dinners” with 
her seminar classmates on 
multiple occasions. And she 
only expects her schedule to 
get busier once the season 
actually starts. 

Even so, Compton has 
no regrets about joining. 
She believes lacrosse has 
helped her develop time 
management skills – which 
can be crucial at K - and 
when asked about her fa-

vorite part of the experi-
ence so far, her answer was 
immediate.

“I love the team and the 
coach,” she said, and then 
laughs. “And I get to hit 
people!”

When she isn’t hitting 
people, Compton enjoys 
spending time with her 
friends, loves “Formation” 
by Beyoncé, and hopes to 
major in psychology. She 
is also one of the school’s 
many gluten-free students, 
which hasn’t been easy for 
her.

“It’s really hard in life 
when all your friends are 
eating cookies for break-
fast and then you’re just 
sitting there because you 
can’t have them,” she ex-
plains. As a result of her glu-
ten-free diet, Compton has 
also flirted with veganism.

When asked what her fa-
vorite part about college 
has been so far, Compton 
expresses her love for the 

“super nice and friendly 
environment at K.” She 
says she has met a lot of 
good people in her first few 
weeks, and hopes to do the 
school proud even in spite 
of her lack of lacrosse ex-
perience.

Fans can catch Compton 
and the rest of the Kalam-

azoo College women’s la-
crosse team in action come 
March 2017.

addie dancer
staff writer

First-year student takes 
on a brand new sport in 
her first few weeks at K

Hornet Sports 
Weekly Recap

Football:  

Men’s Soccer:

Women’s Soccer:

Volleyball:

Men’s Golf:

This Week in
Hornet Sports 

Wednesday October 12th:
 Women’s Soccer @ St. Mary’s 4:00 p.m.
 Volleyball HOME vs. Trine 7:00 p.m. @ Anderson Athletic Center
Saturday October 15th: 
 Men’s Cross Country @ Inter-Regional Rumble 10:30 a.m. @ 
        Oberlin
 Women’s Cross Country @ Inter-Regional Rumble 11:15 a.m. @ 
        Oberlin
 Women’s Soccer @ Calvin 12:00 p.m.
 Football HOME vs. Trine 2:00 p.m. @ MacKenzie Field
 Men’s Soccer HOME vs. Calvin 2:30 p.m. @ MacKenzie Field

Tuesday October 18th:
 Men’s Soccer HOME vs. ALMA 7:00 p.m. @ MacKenzie Field
 Women’s Soccer @ Hope 7:00 p.m.
 Volleyball @ St. Mary’s 7:00 p.m.

10/1 – Lost 36-6 @ Olivet

10/5 – WON 1-0 @ Albion   
   10/8 – WON 2-0 @ Olivet

   10/4 – WON 1-0 @ Hope    
   10/7 – WON 1-0 vs. Trine

10/4 – Lost 3-1 @ Hope
10/7 – Lost 3-1 vs. Olivet 
10/8 – Lost 3-1 @ Albion 
10/8 – WON 2-1 vs. Mich.-Dearborn @ Albion

  10/1 – Placed 3rd at the MIAA Fall Finish.    
  Finished 3rd in the MIAA to qualify for the 
  MIAA Championships in the Spring.

 [Photo courtesy of Carmen Compton].

 [Photo courtesy of Carmen Compton].
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Man EscortEd away froM Upjohn Library coMMons

poLicE

The Kalamazoo Public 
Safety Department paid a 
visit to Kalamazoo College 
on September 29, 2016. 
Shortly after their arrival, 
police officers escorted a 
man named Glen McGnegly, 
a Kalamazoo resident, 
from the Upjohn Library 
Commons. 

Circulation desk worker, 
Tenley Mustonen ‘17 saw 
the event as she arrived 

to start her shift. “He was 
asleep at the desk and some 
of the students were just 
saying that they were no-
ticing him searching things 
that they were uncomfort-
able with.”

Mustonen explained that 
this isn’t an isolated event. 

“I was here last year when 
a similar thing happened,” 
commented Mustonen. “One 
guy came in with a weapon 
and I didn’t really notice 
because I was checking 
people’s books out and I 
don’t usually watch all of 
the people coming in. He 
barricaded himself in the 
bathroom.”

Mustonen concluded that 
the Kalamazoo Public Safety 
Department facilitated his 
removal from campus as 

well as preventing him from 
harming himself and others. 

Recounting the past event, 
Mustonen shared that the 
library staff “called the 
police and the cops came 
in and banned him from 
campus. I don’t think he 
went to jail,” noted Mus-
tonen, “but further things 
would happen if he came 
back [to campus]. He had a 
golf club and carried stuff 
on it.”

Erin Byrd ‘17 and Mason 
Higby ‘17 encountered the 
event of September 29 on 
their way to class. Both 
report seeing two or three 
police officers in the library, 
unable to recall the exact 
number. At the time, neither 
Byrd nor Higby knew what 
triggered the police pres-

Computer  where man was escorted from the Upjohn Library  [Janay Johnson/  The Index].

ence, but both felt it to be 
significant information. 
Both students expected to 
receive a K-alert to inform 
them of the situation and 
continued on their way. 

“I didn’t receive a K-alert 
by phone or e-mail to inform 
me of why the police were 
in the library,” Higby said. 
“I definitely like the fact 
that our library has com-
puters for community use, 
but when the police are in-
volved, I’d like to know 
how to respond in certain 
situations.”

Concurrently, Byrd did 
not know how to react. 
“Since nothing bad hap-
pened, I feel less upset about 
it because as far as I know, 
everyone is okay including 
the man who was escorted 

away from campus. There 
were reports of the man 
searching weapons online.”

Director of Security Tim 
Young shared the deci-
sion-making process behind 
sending out K-alerts. “The 
issue of K-alert is that [we 
send it out] if we feel that 
there are some safety mea-
sures that [students] could 
put into place,” Young said. 
“In that situation right there, 
he was just being stupid--
there’s really no other way 
of saying it. Short of that, 
there’s really not much to 
that guy.”

“As far as I truly know, a 
man was just escorted out 
of the library by more than 
one police officer,” Byrd 
said, calling upon her ex-
perience. “It would just be 

nice to know if I need to 
be on the lookout. I ex-
pected a K-alert since there 
were a lot of students in 
the library at that time, “ 
Byrd ‘17 commented. “I 
trust that Tim Young and 
his staff know what they 
are doing when it comes 
to informing the campus 
through K-alerts, it was 
just a very out-in-the-open 
situation.”

“If there’s an assault, 
you’ll hear about it,” 
Young reassured The 
Index. “You have to re-
member, you can’t over 
exaggerate the informa-
tion. And there’s a big dif-
ference between a timely 
warning--if we had a 
warning, we would put 
out an alert.”

by 

JANELLE GRANT
co-editor-in-chief 

Would you rather: 
security or transparency? 

An investigation into 
K-Alerts

AYLA HULL
news editor

The Kalamazoo Council 
of Student Representatives 
convened on October 11 for 
their second official meeting 
since being elected by stu-
dents.

At the beginning, a long 

voting process about who 
should write the bylaws for 
the Council occurred. Rep-
resentative Amanda Johnson 
’17, posed that two members 
write the bylaws. Johnson 
equated this to writing a 
group paper in class, stating 
that it’s easier to have two 
people writing a paper 
rather than a larger number 
of group members because 
schedules, ideas, and writing 
styles will better coincide. 

The motion to vote and 
discussion that followed 
concluded that there should 
be no number limit as to 
which Representatives will 
write the bylaws. The major-
ity of Representatives felt it 
more important to include 
everyone who wanted to 
write the bylaws to make 
sure each Representative 
who wanted to be heard in 
this area could do so. 

The rest of the discussion 

focused around the power 
of the Council. It was very 
unanimous that each repre-
sentative’s ideal is to advo-
cate for students. In other 
words, these representatives 
were chosen by students to 
“expand the influence of 
student voice on campus,” 
according to their mission’s 
statement. 

Emily Finch ’17 stated at 
the meeting that in the past, 
students and student orga-

nizations didn’t routine-
ly notify the old Student 
Commission about various 
needs, so a better method of 
finding student and student 
organization’s needs is im-
perative. 

“The main job is to com-
munication with students,” 
Finch said. 

The facilitator of the 
meeting, Kriti Singh ’17, 
recognizes that right now, 
the student sentiment around 

The Council of Student Rep-
resentatives is unsure of 
its purpose and what they 
can actually accomplish for 
students. 

“Once we [Student Repre-
sentatives] set our ground-
work, our purpose and di-
rection will be more clear,” 
Singh assured. 

JANELLE GRANT
co-editor-in-chief 

StuReps meet in order to 
find a better way to serve 

students

coUnciL of stUdEnt rEprEsEntativEs: MEEting rEcap
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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If one asks the average 
student at Kalamazoo 
College where they prefer 
to grab food on campus, 
history dictates a tendency 
for him or her to choose the 
Richardson Room, more 
commonly referred to as 
Stacks. 

Where The Book Club 
has a limited variety of 
products that can quickly 
grow repetitive and Welles 
Dining Hall is known across 
campus for unreliable meal 
quality, Stacks’ numerous 
sandwich options and taste 
of product bring it to stand 
out as superior for many in 
the K community. 

This is evident particularly 
during lunch hours, when 
long lines winding around 
the first floor of the Hick’s 
Center clearly demonstrate 
students’ preference for the 
meals at Stacks, even if the 
wait is considerably longer 
than at The Book Club or 
Welles, also known as the 
Caf.

Recently, however, 
rumors that Stacks only 
barely passed its last routine 
health inspection concern 
students about the quality 

and cleanliness of their food.
All of The Index’s attempts 

to reach out to Kalamazoo 
College’s dining services for 
a comment on the validity 
of these rumors went 
unanswered, leaving these 
concerns unaddressed. 

This uncertainty 
regarding something so vital 
as food safety may just bring 
students to lose what little 
faith they have remaining 
in the school’s ability to 
provide safe, healthy, and 
enjoyable meal options—
something that Esma* K’20 
knows especially well.

Mislabeled products and 
rumors of uncleanliness 
lead students to doubt 

quality of dining services

The Richardson Room better known by student as Stacks [Janay Johnson / The Index]

For many of us, finding 
the wrong kind of meat in 
our meal would be a mere 
inconvenience at best and 
an annoyance at worst. But 
for Esma, one of K’s Muslim 
students who can only 
eat pork-free meals, it is a 
major problem. 

In her short time away 
from home—a little over a 
month—she claims to have 
eaten “more pork [at K] 
than in my entire 18 years 
of life” due to improper 
labeling of food products 
or a simple lack thereof. 
She recounts numerous 

instances of biting into what 
the label has claimed to be 
a sandwich containing only 
chicken or turkey, only to 
taste something else entirely.

“I can’t tell you how many 
times I’ve had to ask workers 
at the Caf, the Book Club, or 
Stacks what’s in something 
I’ve already eaten a little bit 
of when I should already 
know,” Esma says. “And 
most of the time, I find out it 
has bacon or ham in it.”

“I heard before coming 
here that food wasn’t the 
best part about K,” she said. 
“But it really upsets me that 

the school can’t even tell me 
what I’m eating, especially 
when it interferes with my 
religious views. It’s really 
frustrating, but at least it’s 
not a severe food allergy.”

In this, Esma voices an 
even larger concern that 
could spell further trouble 
for the college if this 
mislabeling problem is not 
soon fixed. Next time, it 
could be life threatening. 

*names may have been 
changed

K’s dining sErvicEs coME into QUEstion

K stUdEnt to join profEssor in
Uganda ovEr wintEr brEaK

Hannah Muscara ‘19 
accepted to short-term 
internship with think-

tank

Meet Hannah Muscara 
‘19, a sophomore 
Anthropology/Sociology 
major at Kalamazoo College. 

This past week, Muscara 
landed a short-term 
internship, during which 
she will join AnSo Professor 
Dr. Kiran Cunningham to 
do research in Kampala, 
Uganda for two and a half 
weeks over winter break. 

Cunningham established 
this opportunity in 
conjunction with the CIP, 
who is funding Hannah’s 
airfare and homestay in 
Kampala. 

“This really stems out 

of my own work with 
A C O D E - - A d v o c a t e s 
Coalition for Development 
and Environment--in 
Uganda,” Cunningham 
said. “When I was there in 
June, I was talking with the 
Executive Director who was 
interested in thinking about 
how we might deepen our 
institutional connections.”

The think-tank aims to 
research and analyze public 
expenditure and governance 
in Uganda. Cunningham 
is currently incorporating 
ACODE’s work into her 
Qualitative Research 
Methods class through two 
projects in which students 
code research data from the 
organization.

Muscara shared that she’s 
excited “to know that we can 
be furthering that work that 
we’ve started and being in 

close proximity and actually 
seeing and understanding 
the data we’ve worked 
with, beyond what’s on a 
computer screen.”

When asked what she 
most looks forward to, 
Muscara quickly responded 
with one word: “traveling.” 
She explained that she’s 
never before been to Africa 
and that she very much 
looks forward to the real-
world connection that her 
homestay will offer. 

“I think one of the most 
appealing parts of this 
project to me is that I’m not 
going into a foreign-run 
organization--this is all local. 
That’s the experience that 
I would want and that’s the 
type of organization that I 
see a lot of value in,” Muscara 
concluded. Referring to Dr. 
Cunningham and herself 

she added,“we’re going in 
for the purpose of learning.”

Cunningham hopes for 
this opportunity to set 
precedent for growth and 
for similar opportunities 
in the future. “I hope it is 
successful so not just this 
particular one continues 
but perhaps other faculty 
will see some potential 
when they have such an 
opportunity.”

This weekend, K’s Arcus 
Center for Social Justice 
Leadership will host the 
Global Alliance Institute 
on Civic Engagement 
Conference, organized by 
the Great Lakes College 
Association (GLCA) and 
Global Liberal Arts Alliance 
(GLAA). 

ACODE staff members 
Dr. Arthur Bainomugisha 
and Ms. Lillian Muyomba-

Tamale will travel from 
Kampala to K to attend the 
international conference. 
Both Muscara and Dr. 
Kiran Cunningham will 
participate in facilitating a 
workshop.

“The idea was that 
GLCA campuses with their 
international partners 
would come and do a variety 
of international sessions on 
different kinds of models 
and issues surrounding 
international civic 
engagement opportunities, 
some of the challenges 
around there, some of the 
good practices, etcetera,” 
explained Cunningham.

Students are encouraged 
to attend the Civic 
Engagement Conference, 
which runs this weekend 
from October 23 to 25. 

ADDIE DANCER
staff writer

AYLA HULL
news editor

NEBI GIRMA
staff contributor

MEEt a hornEt!
Break some ice and find a fellow Hornet who:



PAGE 319 OCTOBER 2016 Features

Beyond the Box: Criminal Justice Reform

As the presidential election 
approaches, Americans 
are focusing on the well-
known national issues that 
each candidate represents. 
Less frequently mentioned, 
however, is the crisis in 
the United State’s criminal 
justice system, and how our 
society treats individuals with 
criminal records. 

“This is an unpopular 
issue,” said Kendall Campbell 

Meredith Ashton
Features Editor

Panel presents on 
criminal justice 

reforms in Kalamazoo 
community

of the Fair Chance 4 All 
campaign. “We spend more 
money on prisons in the state 
of Michigan than we do in 
other areas like education.” 

Fair Chance 4 All is a 
Michigan United campaign 
fighting for equal employment 
and housing opportunities 
for individuals with criminal 
backgrounds. Campbell was 
a member of the panel at 
“Beyond the Box: Criminal 
Justice Reform,” a Center 
for Civic Engagement (CCE) 
sponsored forum at the Arcus 
Center last Monday. 

Since 2011, Fair Chance 
4 All has campaigned to 
get the City and County of 
Kalamazoo to eliminate the 

box on job applications that 
mandates candidates report 
their personal criminal history. 
Many ex-felons’ applications 
were immediately thrown 
into the trash because of 
this checked box, making it 
very difficult for them to find 
employment after prison, said 
Campbell. 

Now, the City of Kalamazoo 
cannot inquire about criminal 
history until interviewing an 
individual for a position, and 
then they must supply a reason 
aside from past criminal 
history if they choose not 
to hire that person. For their 
next campaign, Fair Chance 
4 All is petitioning to remove 
the barrier of the checked box 

from housing applications 
and job applications in the 
private sector. 

The forum panel addressed 
mass incarceration in the U.S. 
from both sides of the issue: 
the consequences of life after 
prison, as well as the juvenile 
system before prison. 

The school-to-prison 
pipeline and zero-tolerance 
policies, in which students 
receive harsh penalties for 
slight rule infractions, work 
to kick “problem kids” out of 
the public school system and 
into juvenile halls, explained 
Sep’Tisha Riley, K’18, the 
Civic Engagement Scholar 
(CCS) for the HYPE program. 

Helping Youth Through 

Breaking New Ground in World War II Historical Records

Assistant Professor of 
Japanese Noriko Sugimori 
received a three-year grant 
from the Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation. Sugimori will use 
the grant to aid her research 
in producing the world’s 
first bilingual (Japanese and 
English) synchronizations 
of interviews Sugimori 
conducted that focus on the 
World War II memories of 
various Japanese individuals.

“My interview project 
s t e m m e d  f r o m  m y 
sociolinguistic Ph.D. 
dissertation that I completed 
at Boston University.  I was 
fascinated by people’s untold 
stories during the war,” said 
Sugimori.

In addition to the research 
she conducted in graduate 
school, Sugimori used her 
personal experience as a 
driving force. 

“My Japanese father was 
drafted twice during the 

JAnAy Johnson
Co-Editor-in-Chief 

Professor of Japanese 
Noriko Sugimori will 

use three-year Andrew 
W. Mellon Foundation 

grant to pave new way in 
history

Fifteen Year War (1931-1945) 
in Japan. When World War 
II was over, he worked as an 
interpreter for MacArthur’s 
GHQ. As an interpreter 
working with Americans in the 
aftermath of World War II, he 
might have had extraordinary 
experiences. But I did not 
have a chance to record his 
memories before he passed 
away, and I deeply regretted 
that,” said Sugimori.

For the interviews, Sugimori 
spoke with Japanese civilians 
who were born before 1932.

“Those who remember 
World War II are diminishing, 
and I began to videotape our 
interviews in 2011. I was often 
surprised to hear people’s 
accounts of war memories 
because they were very 
different from what I had 
learned in history textbooks. 
I have been videotaping 
people’s accounts because I 
did not want to feel the same 
regrets again,” said Sugimori.

While many of the 
participants have passed away 
since Sugimori interviewed 
them, she is able to see how 
eager they were to tell their 
stories and help others learn 
from their experiences on a 
day-to-day basis during this 
time period. 

“What has always been 
amazing to me was that 
many of them remember 
most vividly from the 
war is ordinary people’s 
extraordinary kindness they 
encountered. For example, 
media and the state may depict 
that Korea and Japan were in 
an antagonistic relationship. 
But there was a Korean 
schoolmaster who took the 
risk of helping a Japanese man 
return to Japan in the aftermath 
of the war. My interviewee 
was still grateful for him, even 
more than sixty years later,” 
said Sugimori.    

Sugimori has students from 
K on her grant who have 
gained first hand experience 
with the project. 

“My students in advanced 
Japanese classes play an 
important role in all the phases 
of this project. My students and 
I visited people to interview 
them in Japan and the US. We 
transcribe the interviews in 
Japanese, and translate them 
into English. We have studied 
new technologies together to 
digitize our interviews from 
iMovie, Final Cut Pro X, to 
a newly released bilingual 
version of Oral History 
Metadata Synchronizer 
(OHMS), which was just 

released a few months ago. 
It is great to report that this 
is the world’s first bilingual 
interview synchronization 
in the world. My advanced 
Japanese students and TAs 
have been learning what it is 
like to be pioneers in using 
a new technology, ” said 
Sugimori. 

Sugimori hopes her grant 
will give students the chance 
to explore their interests, learn 
from history and find a passion 
for history. 

“I believe that students are 
not only history recorders but 
also history makers. I would 
like to record their accounts 
as well as the interviewees’ 
children’s accounts. I 
also would like to plan a 
collaborative event with a 
Modern Japanese History 
class at another college,” said 
Sugimori. 

As far as next steps with 
her project, Sugimori asks for 
your help to fix a technological 
problem the team has found. 

“We have just found out that 
sometimes the new OHMS 
bilingual version shows a 
distorted display, and we 
need to fix this issue with 
compatibility. So far, Japanese 
101 student Amy Zhu ‘15 
experienced the problem 

Personal Empowerment 
(HYPE) is a CCE program that 
works with the Kalamazoo 
County Juvenile Home 
to promote restorative 
justice through reciprocal 
relationships between K 
College students and the 
incarcerated youth. 

“ H Y P E  s e e k s  t o 
humanize those the system 
dehumanizes,” said Riley. 

While both HYPE and 
Michigan United work to 
restore justice to communities 
negatively impacted by the 
prison system, the end goal 
is to change the system to 
eliminate the need for these 
programs, said Alejandro 
Jaramillo, K’18, another CES 

for the HYPE program. 
“There is no reciprocity 

when theory is not put into 
practice,” said Jaramillo. 

The panel participants urged 
the audience to continue the 
critical conversation about 
criminal justice reform outside 
of the forum last Monday. 
Michigan United continues to 
work for intentional criminal 
justice policy change through 
political campaigning in the 
Kalamazoo area, and student 
volunteers and interns are 
always welcome, said 
Campbell. 

“Don’t step back and be 
idle…if you have the chance 
to change something, take it,” 
said Campbell. 

when she used her MacBook 
with Safari. Please help us 
by looking at our project 
online. Go to OHLA.INFO 
and scroll down to “War 
Memories. . . “ under Oral 
History Projects using your 
computer.  Please email me 
at sugimori@kzoo.edu if you 

encounter a distorted display 
with the information of your 
computer and browser.  Your 
help in this matter is greatly 
appreciated,” said Sugimori. 

Noriko Sugimori (left) and Christa Scheck ‘17.
[Photo courtesy of Kalamazoo College]
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Clowns: All Smiles, No Brain

The ability to remain 
anonymous allows one to 
speak or act within their own 
desires, whether those wants 
are harmful or not. This can be 
very obviously seen on forums 
created on the internet and any 
situation where anonymous 
comments can be input. This 
proclivity to anonymity has 
now manifested itself in 
one of the most idiotic ways 

Clown sightings 
and more...

imaginable, people dressing 
up as clowns with the intent 
to scare people.

 I find it hard to 
understand the allure behind 
the act of putting on a mask 
and waiting on the side of the 
road as the instigators of this 
trend did. What began as a 
single prank soon spiraled into 
a viral sensation, spreading 
from city to city within the 
United States. As soon as fear 
was instilled within users of 
social media, it became simple 
for anyone to join in the act 

of scaring others.
 Around the country 

there have been released 
mentions of clowns in 
residential areas as well as 
additional sightings of clowns 
on college campuses, some 
even eliciting a student-wide 
march to find clowns. The 
simple non-violent scare 
tactics used by these clowns 
have expanded to threats 
given out on the internet. 
Various schools around the 
United States, mostly high 
schools but some elementary 

schools, have received threats 
of shootings by anonymous 
clown accounts. These are in 
few instances but add to the 
fear being spread by those 
who continue to dress up.

 Standing around on 
a corner by the road is not 
a crime by any means, and 
police officers can do very 
little in the way of stopping 
someone from doing it. The 
main problem, however, lies in 
the differed perception of the 
gravity of the issue between 
the person pranking and the 

person simply walking past. 
The person behind the mask 
may believe that they are 
simply frightening someone 
slightly, that it is a small joke 
and nothing to really worry 
about whereas the person 
encountering the clown may 
fear for their life.

 The  k ind  of 
retaliation that someone 
exhibits when in fear of their 
own life can result in fatal 
consequences for the source 
of the fear and this clown trend 

is more likely than not going 
to end incredibly badly for 
someone. As the commotion 
settles down and the people 
doing this realize that they 
are a part of a short lived fad, 
hopefully we will all be able 
to walk around without having 
to think about running into a 
masked jokester.

We Miss You, Bernie

Seven months ago, Michigan 
voters cast their ballots in the 
primaries. Democrats chose, 
by a margin of less than 2%, 
that they would like to see 
Bernie Sanders, Vermont 
senator and populist icon, as 
their presidential nominee. 
Fast forward to the present 
day, and we Americans have 
watched in horror as a pair of 
egomaniacs, Hillary Clinton 
and Donald Trump, turned the 
last two debates into political 
circuses.

Bernie Sanders stood up 
for millions of people. Words 
like “tolerance” and “clean 
energy” and “tuition-free 
college” lit the fire in the 
hearts of young people and 
blue collar workers across our 
state and across this nation. 
He was standing up for the 
middle class, he was standing 
up to Wall Street executives 
who have abused corporate 
tax loopholes, he was even 
standing up to his own party 
by bucking the big-money 

Con roy CurrAn
staff writer

The missed opportunity 
that should have 

American voters kicking 
themselves  

backers pouring money into 
the pockets of his opponent. 
Or so we thought. Because 
now he’s sitting down, having 
lost a hard-fought campaign, 
one funded by regular folks 
who genuinely believed that 
he was the future of this 
nation.

Now, the fire in the 
hearts of those “feelin” the 
Bern” is extinguished. The 
millions who rallied around 
the eccentric Socialist with 
a brand of bold idealism 
that seemed larger than life, 
have fallen in line to endorse 
Hillary Clinton, a woman, 
who for many, was the last 
person they wanted to see 
as their nominee, let alone 
their president. She’s power-
hungry, no doubt about that, 
having been eyeing the Oval 
Office for the better part of 
three decades, but it’s not just 
her eagerness to claim power 
that scares away voters. People 
will claim she’s untrustworthy, 
that she’s self-interested, that 
she’ll start more wars than we 
should be fighting and drive 
the nation deeper into debt. 
But we have to vote for her.

It’s not just because 
Grandpa Bernie told us to. 

The Index
The Student-Run Paper of 

Kalamazoo College Since 1877

1200 Academy St.
Kalamazoo, MI 48306

index@kzoo.edu
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The choice is clear and for 
anyone to be undecided at 
this point in the election 
is beyond comprehension. 
Hillary Clinton adopted 
many of Bernie’s policies, 
although watered down and 
served with a heaping side 

of “not Bernie Sanders.” 
What she brings to the table 
is far more appealing than the 
ominous and reminiscently 
authoritarian “law and order” 
proposed by Donald Trump, a 
creature who deserves nothing 
more than to be reviled.

We miss you, Bernie. You 
filled us with hope, told us our 
dreams could come true if we 
held hands and sung Simon 
& Garfunkel. But the time for 
dreaming has passed. We’ll 
have to cross our fingers and 
see what happens next. Come 

November 8, it will be in the 
hands of American people. 
God have mercy on us all.

gAbriel stAnley
staff writer

Senator Sanders giving an impassioned speech. [© Gage Skidmore]
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Even while bantering about 
the apparent ungodly cost 
of owning an aquarium, the 
baristas at Fourth Coast Cafe 
brew a good cup.

Whether you are after a 
specialty espresso drink to 
keep you up, tea to wind down, 
or hot chocolate just because, it 
will be made for you efficiently 
and with upbeat Indie rock 
pulsing in the background.

For those who sit rather 
than dash, there is a sense that 
every customer in the room is 
hard at work on something. 
Laptops abound, notes are 
penciled into journals, and 
headphones seem to push 
these people, many of whom 
are college students, to do the 
impossible.

NEVER BEANED OUT
Therefore no one notices or 

judges you when, for instance, 
you decide to shake a bottle 
of one of the many flavors 
of Kombucha sold and it 
overflows onto the table and 
you. Not that this has ever 
happened to anyone, but you 
know, just an example. The 
atmosphere is relaxed. 

Pieces from local artists 
and photographers hang 
against walls painted aqua and 
avocado, contrasting nicely 
with the exposed brick on the 
opposite side of the café. The 
shop has an industrial loft air, 
and you feel rather cultured 
based on the decision to come 
here, knowing your hipster 
cousin in Brooklyn would be 
very proud.

Dessert enthusiasts will also 
find a haven at Fourth Coast, 
by way of cookies, cheesecake-
flavored muffins, brownies, 
and peanut butter bars rivaling 
anything Reese’s could drum 
up. Specialty milkshake flavors 

AmeliA Donohoe
staff writer

like chocolate-coconut are 
impossible to simply order 
once.

As if the quality of service, 
food, and drink isn’t enough, 
Fourth Coast sits directly 
beneath the famous Crow’s 
Nest restaurant, a Kalamazoo 
fixture on South Westnedge 
Avenue. Only a 5-minute drive 
from K’s campus, it is also 
walkable, the 26 minutes easy 
with the promise of perusing 
the new fall menu or sampling 
fresh baked bread.

It appears that most of 
the customers are regulars, 
knowing exactly what they 
want and catching up with 
the employees while they wait. 
A man in line for his drink 
is conscripted to be the first 
to try homemade spearmint 
simple syrup by the barista. 
They both laugh at his “guinea 
pig” status, in a way that makes 
you believe this quirkiness is 
a genuine, consistent facet of 
the Fourth Coast experience.

Fourth Coast Café More 
Than Just Coffee

Artist and Kalamazoo 
College Senior Kelan Gill’13 
bent the curving wood of one 
of his pieces as he explained 
his desire to create the piece.

“I like to focus on the 
stuff that we don’t talk about 
because there seems no point. 
Like the stuff that seems really 
irrelevant,” Kelan said. “There’s 
this underlying human 
experience of just complete 
existential boredom that kind 
of manifests itself in different 

Find Your EncourAgEmEnt 

ways.”
The studio lights shown 

onto the piece drawing 
attention to the stark black 
lines that outlined the red 
cord phone, yellow ash tray, 
and half finished cigarette. 

TrishA DunhAm
Staff Writer

Art Hop exhibit artist 
Kelan Gill speaks to 
his current work and         

process.

Come Write for the 
Index!

Staff meetings are at 7:00 PM on 

Mondays in the Index Office

(Room 116, Hicks Center)

 [Amelia Donhoe / The Index]

“I like to make work 
sometimes about that sort 
of feeling and that sort of 
experience.” Kelan laughed 
as he explained how the 
experience of boredom is 
manifested in his piece “Like 
the idea that you’re waiting 
for a phone call and the cord 
is cut, the curtains drawn.”

Before Kelan began art 
classes at Kalamazoo he did 
a lot of independent work. “I 
was self taught and really bad 
for a couple of years.” 

Entering college he prepared 
to study software engineering 
or biology, and signed up for 
drawing as a fun class. Now 
it’s all he wants to do. 

“I rather do my least favorite 
art than my favorite thing that [Trisha Dunham / The Index]

isn’t art.” said Kelan. “It’s this 
thing that I have to do.”

Kelan’s work does not align 
with many traditional styles 
of art. He said he thinks it’s 
a good time for artists who 
don’t follow an academically 
trained style. 

“I think a lot of my work it 
pretty automatic. I don’t think 
super hard about, about why 
I’m doing something, I just do 
it,” said Kelan. “There’s a very 
logical mathematical flow to 
my art making process. I don’t 
know how to articulate it.”

For the amount of time it 
takes Kelan to create a piece he 
takes four times that amount 
thinking about it. He said some 
of his favorite pieces were the 
ones he created in the shortest 

amount of time, comparing 
his creation process to an 
exploding geyser. 

“I want my work to be a 
language of its own that is 
immediately gripping and 

understandable,” Kelan said. 
“Most people only look at a 
piece of work on a wall for 
about fifteen seconds, so I’m 
going to make that fifteen 
seconds count.” 

Kelan said he finds 
inspiration from reactions 
of strong emotion. 

“I think you need to find 
encouragement in disgust. 
The way I think about it is 
if someone hates my piece, 
I think that’s so good, that’s 
awesome,” said Kelan. “I’m not 
doing it for them, I’m doing 
it for me, and I’m doing it for 
the person that takes more 
than those fifteen seconds. I 

[Trisha Dunham / The Index][Trisha Dunham / The Index]

[Trisha Dunham / The Index]

[Janelle Grant / The Index]
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Want the Latest K Sports Updates?
Then check us out at thekzooindex.com today!

HomEcoming sports

Hornet Sports 
Weekly Recap

Football:  

Men’s Soccer:

Women’s Soccer:

Volleyball:

This Week in
Hornet Sports 

Wednesday October 19th:
 Men’s Soccer HOME vs. Trine 7:00 p.m. @ MacKenzie Field
Friday October 21st:
 Men’s Cross Country @ EMU Fall Invitational 4:00 p.m.
 Women’s Cross Country @ EMU Fall Invitational 4:30 p.m.
 Men’s & Women’s Swimming @ MIAA Relays, Holland Aquatic Center
 Volleyball @ Adrian 7:00 p.m.
Saturday October 22nd: 
 Men’s Cross Country @ Inter-Regional Rumble 10:30 a.m. @ Oberlin
 Women’s Cross Country @ Inter-Regional Rumble 11:15 a.m. @ Oberlin
 Women’s Soccer @ Adrian 11:00 a.m.
 Volleyball HOME vs. Calvin 1:00 p.m.
 Men’s Soccer @ Adrian 2:00 p.m.
 Football @ Adrian 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday October 25th:
 Men’s Soccer @ Hope 7:00 p.m.
 Women’s Soccer @ Hope 7:00 p.m.
 Volleyball @ St. Mary’s 7:00 p.m.

10/15 – Lost 42-17 vs. Trine

10/11 – WON 2-1 vs. Alma   
   10/15 – Lost 2-0 @ Calvin

   10/12 – WON 8-0 @ St. Mary’s  
   10/15 – Lost 2-0 @ Calvin

10/12 – WON 3-1 vs. Trine

 [Photos courtesy of Chuck Stull].
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Physics Professor honored 
Teaching excellence

This summer, Physics 
Professor Jan Tobochnik 
received an email from the 
American Association of 
Physics Teachers (AAPT), 
honoring his numerous 
contributions to the field 
of physics over the past 
thirty years. This past 
week the Kalamazoo 
College professor 
officially received the 
2017 Hans Christian 

Oersted Medal—an award 
previously granted to 
prestigious physicists 
including Carl Sagan, 
Edward Purcell, and 
Richard Feynman. 

“Physics teaches a way 
of thinking that’s different 
than other disciplines. 
It’s a unique combination 
of taking the tools from 
mathematics, logic, and 
problem solving—and 
putting them all together 
to look at the world,” said 
Tobochnik. 

He is the second 
professor from Kalamazoo 

College to receive this 
distinguished award. The 
last recipient was John 
Hornbeck in 1951. “It is 
significant, that in the 
81 years of the Medal’s 
existence, a school as 
small as K College has had 
two professors admitted to 
the ranks of its recipients,” 
said Tobochnik. 

The professor is the 
Editor for the American 
Journal of Physics, an 
author of a series of physics 
textbooks, and a strong 
promoter of computational 
physics education at the 

Kalamazoo College Physics Professor Jan Tobochnik [Photo Courtesy of Kalamazoo College]

undergraduate level. He 
will present a lecture titled 
“The Changing Face of 
Physics and the Students 
who take Physics” at the 
national AAPT meeting in 
February. 

“It’s a two-pronged talk 
about how what people do 
with physics is changing 
rapidly. Part of that is using 
computation methods, 
and the undergraduate 
curriculum should reflect 
that,” shared Tobochnik. 

Tobochnik’s research 
is in computational 
physics, which utilizes 

digital devices to create 
models of systems. His 
computational work 
focuses on the mechanism 
of melting, a subject he 
was first interested in at 
the start of his physics 
career. 

“It was the Sputnik 
era and everyone was 
doing it,” said Tobochnik, 
referring to his area of 
research. “I was really 
drawn to a subfield of 
physics called critical 
phenomena, which is the 
study of phase transitions.” 

The Nobel Prize in 

Physics this year went 
to three physicists’ 
work in the research of 
phase transitions in two-
dimensional models. 
Tobochnik was one of 
the first researchers to 
validate these physicists 
work through the use 
of his computational 
simulations. The Professor 
hopes that by receiving 
this award he will 
bring recognition to the 
college and the physics 
department. 

for

Jan Tobochnik awarded 
for physics contributions

MEREDITH ASHTON
features editor

As faculty, our mission 
is to prepare Kalamazoo 
College students to better 
understand, live success-
fully within, and provide 
enlightened leadership to a 
richly diverse and increas-
ingly complex world. Un-
fortunately, the current po-
litical campaign has been 
marred by the use of overtly 
racist and misogynistic rhet-
oric.  We have heard state-
ments that denigrate entire 
groups of people, including 
women, and ethnic and re-

ligious minorities.
We, the undersigned 

faculty of Kalamazoo 
College, believe that this 
type of language deeply 
harms its targets—as well 
as those who use it—and it 
divides us.

We believe that this lan-
guage runs counter to the 
values of a liberal arts ed-
ucation and the mission of 
Kalamazoo College.  We 
therefore denounce such 
language and reject its use 
in politics.  We place great 
value in free speech, and 
we wish to cultivate a safe, 
respectful environment in 
which free speech can thrive 
for everyone.

 And so we need 
your help:  irrespective of 
your politics, we ask you to 
make sure that our campus 
is a model of truly free 
speech, where individuals 
and groups are not abused 
and marginalized for their 
identity.

An open letter from 
Kalamazoo College 

faculty to the
Student Body:

a sTaTemenT from Kalamazoo college faculTy

Tom Askew 
Eric Barth 
Robert Batsell 
Karyn Boatwright 
Beau Bothwell 
Charlene Boyer-Lewis 
Lisa Brock
Rose Bundy 
Angela Erdman 
Tom Evans 
Alicia Frantz 
Ann Fraser 
Binney Girdler 
Jennifer Langeland 
Jim Langeland 
Aman Luthra 

Ed Menta 
Bruce Mills 
Blaine Moore 
Andy Mozina 
Sabine Noellgen 
Eric Nordmoe 
Robin Rank 
Tom Rice 
Santiago Salinas 
Diomedes Solano-Rabago 
Liz Smith 
Noriko Sugimori 
Jan Tobochnik 
Jim Turner 
Francisco Villegas 

Signatories*

*Nothing can be implied 
about the stances of faculty 
not listed
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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“We need to make sure we 
have a voice that we’re rep-
resenting,” Chris Cribbs ’18, 
Student Council Member, 
said at the third meeting of 
the Council of Student Rep-
resentatives. 

As the Council convened, 
the topic of how to strength-
en the voice of K students 
was commonly interwoven. 
Representative Emma Eisen-
beis ’17 stated that the Rep-
resentatives should be able 
to make themselves visible, 
through proposed apparel 
with a logo for recognition, 
and then students can see 
who their new represen-
tatives are around campus 
and know who to approach 
with questions and concerns. 

“[The apparel would be] 
purely visible, not elitist, it’s 
just to know that we [Student 
Representatives] are avail-
able,” Eisenbeis said. 

Other than just knowing 
who to contact by who 
often wears apparel signi-
fying that they are a part 
of the Council, Represen-
tatives Karina Duarte ’18 
and Emily Finch ’17 sug-
gested that students and 

student organizations could 
use an electronic forum or a 
general e-mail address incase 
students could not attend 
weekly Council meetings. 

The Council voted that 
there will be no “office 
hours” held by Represen-
tatives like in previous years, 
but the communications 
committee must decide what 
type of electronic commu-
nication is best and it will 
be their responsibility to 
create that channel. 

In regard to the general 

StuReps decided upon 
preferred mode of 
communication

2016 Kalamazoo College Council of Student Representatives [Ayla Hull / The Index].

e-mail account, Represen-
tative Ian Freshwater ’19, 
suggested that if an email 
account becomes the mode 
of electronic communica-
tion, it is necessary for Rep-
resentatives to frequently 
check and reply to e-mails 
to assure students that the 
issue will be discussed.

For students and student 
organization leaders who 
find it important to bring 
their issue to light during 
the official meetings, they 
still are welcomed to do so. 

Representative Jose Lopez 
’17 sees merit in students 
physically attending meet-
ings so that they can share 
their concerns and ideas. 
Lopez urged the Council 
that they need to decide how 
much floor-time to give stu-
dents so that each concern 
or idea can be discussed 
thoroughly and effectively. 

To end the meeting, 
Student Representatives 
shared general overviews of 
the Board of Trustee Com-
mittee meetings that they at-

tended during Homecom-
ing Week. Representatives 
shared that there will be a 
new admissions space in 
the works and that the con-
struction for a new natato-
rium must be halted due to 
price inflation since “many 
of our donors are giving to 
scholarship funds and not 
brick and mortar,” Repre-
sentative Ian McKnight ‘19 
concluded.

council of sTudenT rePresenTaTives: meeTing recaP 

JANELLE GRANT
co-editor-in-chief

This year is Arabic Club’s 
inaugural year and it aims 
to promote the Arabic lan-
guage and Arab culture on 
the K campus. There has 
never been a club before at 
K dedicated to these topics. 
This club was organized 
after the start of the Arabic 
program at K last year.

Bianca Delgado ‘17 and 
Maribel Blas- Rangel ‘17 

Arabic Club aims to 
build cultural diversity 

at K 
JANAY JOHNSON

co-editor-in-chief

are members of Arabic club 
and see this club as not only 
groundbreaking but also 
imperative to K’s campus 
in providing understand-
ing and inclusivity. 

“With such awful rheto-
ric lately that has demon-
ized the Arabic language 
and the rise of Arab and Is-
lamophobia in the United 
States, we found it really im-
portant to create this club 
to be able to dispel all the 
misconceptions and nega-
tivity that have been float-
ing around,” said Delgado. 

The club hopes to host 

events where everyone can 
speak openly about issues 
within the Arab community. 

“At our last community 
event, we were able to ex-
perience a bit of the Arab 
culture through drinking 
coffee, talking with differ-
ent people, and learning new 
vocabulary. Making those 
connections are crucial for 
creating a safe, comfortable 
space,” said Blas-Rangel. 

Delgado and Blas-Ran-
gel both see how important 
this club is for students who 
have never had the chance 
like this before to share their 

culture and talk with the rest 
of the campus. 

“We hope to keep pushing 
for K to include the Arab 
narrative on campus. We 
don’t have a Middle Eastern 
studies department but 
hopefully this will change 
if administration sees how 
important it is, given that 
it’s such a huge region in 
the world full of stories and 
issues that are equally as 
valid and important as those 
in Western Europe, Latin 
America, and other regions 
of the world,” said Delgado. 

In addition to being open 

for K students, Arabic club 
is collaborating with West-
ern’s Arabic club and weekly 
meetings rotate between the 
two campuses. This allows 
the Kalamazoo community 
as a whole to come together 
and learn more about Arab 
culture. 

“It’s been awesome getting 
to meet other students of 
Arabic and also those of 
Arab decent that attend 
Western. Western has a huge 
community of Arab stu-
dents,” said Delgado. 

inTroducing Kalamazoo college’s arabic club
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“This is ROK’s first year 
at K because it is also ROK’s 
first year existing at all!” 
shared Refugee Outreach 
Kalamazoo’s President 
Cecilia Deboeck K’17. “ROK 
was founded after Emily 
Worline [K’17] and Sydney 
Fernandez spent time volun-
teering at a refugee camp in 
Greece.” Since then, ROK has 
established collegiate chap-
ters, one of which exists right 
here at Kalamazoo College.

“The mission of ROK 
is “to uplift and empower, 
at home and abroad,’” ex-
plained President Cecilia 
Deboeck ‘17. “ROK aims 
to foster a global responsi-
bility for the refugee crisis 
and displaced populations 
by connecting with refugees 
both at the local level, in Ka-
lamazoo, as well as abroad.”

“I have worked with ref-
ugees in a few different set-
tings and was interested in 
getting involved with refugee 
populations living in Kalam-
azoo. After seeing a furniture 
drive put on by ROK and 
hearing a bit about the orga-
nization, I contacted Emily. 
We met about a week before 

the school year began and 
I attended a few meetings 
before she asked if I would 
be interested in heading the 
Kalamazoo College chapter,” 
shared Deboeck.

ROK Founder Emily 
Worline K’17 explained that 
ROK’s collegiate program 
“currently consists of Michi-
gan State, Western Michigan 
University, and of course, 
Kalamazoo College. ROK 
is currently working to es-
tablish a student chapter at 
the University of Michigan 

Getting to Know K’s 
Chapter of Refugee 

Outreach Kalamazoo

Founder Emily Worline K‘17 with child [Refugee Outreach Kalamazoo / The Index].

and we hope to get that off 
the ground by their Winter 
semester.”

She shared that the pro-
gram’s goals for the year 
include “planning two con-
certs both of which incor-
porate spoken word from 
people who have experi-
enced displacement, orga-
nizing a job skills class with 
Samaritas and Michigan 
Works, [and] sponsoring a 
family who has experienced 
displacement and needs help 
with things like cooking, 

reading, and telling time.”
“It takes both the refugee 

and the larger community to 
make integration successful 
and it is the recognition of 
this that I think is unique to 
ROK and something that I 
really appreciate about the 
organization,” comment-
ed Deboeck. “Ultimately, I 
hope to expose students to 
refugee populations that 
are living outside of our K 
bubble and to link the two 
communities.”

About six weeks ago, the 

organization’s internation-
al component, Dignity for 
Humanity, sent its first vol-
unteer abroad--to the Ser-
bia-Hungary border. The 
volunteer, Sydney Fernan-
dez, spoke with ROK over a 
video call in the first meeting 
at K.

How can you get involved? 
Deboeck encourages stu-
dents to, “Come to our 
weekly meetings! We meet 
Thursdays from 6-7PM in 
the library room 306.” Other 
ways to get involved? Read 

stuOrg spOtlight: reFugee Outreach KalamazOO

AYLA HULL
news editor

recap: With/Out ¿BOrders?
[un]Conferencing to 

unpack systematic 
injustice and envision a 
world without borders

This past weekend, ac-
ademics from all over the 
country filled Kalamazoo 
College’s campus for the 
With/Out ¿Borders? [un]
conference hosted by K’s 
Arcus Center for Social 
Justice Leadership.

Lisa Brock, Academic Di-
rector of ACSJL, and her 
sophomore seminar class, 
Nelson Mandela and the 
Anti-Apartheid Movement, 
kicked off the weekend 
on Thursday in the Red 
Square with an event titled 
K College Congress of the 
People. Members of the 
class proposed Freedom 
Charters inspired by Man-
dela’s own charter, wherein 
they made demands of the 
college regarding its acces-
sibility and safety to all.

The [un]conference con-
sisted of four plenaries titled 
AfroFuturism, Decolonized 
Knowledge, Sustainable 
Futures, and Next Steps. 
Each featured a panel of ac-
ademic activists who held 
conversations about system-
atic oppressions and possi-
ble avenues for justice.

After each plenary, partic-
ipants split into workshops 
to discuss topics ranging 
from human rights to black 
infant mortality rate in Ka-
lamazoo. The [un]confer-
ence also offered films as 
an avenue for dialogue. 

On Saturday evening, 
audience members packed 
Dalton Theater to hear 
Naomi Klein give the 
keynote speech of the con-
ference. The social activist, 
journalist, and author guided 
her audience in a critique of 
the parallels between climate 
change, neoliberalism, and 
social injustice--as well as a 
witty sense of humor.

Klein opened by pointing 
to a photo of Prime Min-
ister Justin Trudeau from 
the 2015 Paris Climate 
Agreement, about which 
she joked, “That’s Cana-
da’s hot new Prime Minister 

Justin Trudeau. You might 
not recognize him with his 
shirt on.” 

With more seriousness, 
Klein continued, “Is what 
happened in Paris this huge 
political breakthrough that 
we heard about or is it an 
ecological disaster? The 
case I want to make to you 
tonight is that it is actu-
ally both and this tension 
between what is seen as po-
litically possible within our 
current system and what is 
ecologically necessary for 
human safety and surviv-
al--the gap between these 
two things really exposes 
the need for system change.”

Expanding on this tension, 
she explained that although 
the Paris Agreement is “the 
best [deal] that our respec-
tive governments have ever 
come up with…it’s still an 
ecological disaster.” 

“We talk a lot in the 
climate movement about 
the need for climate justice. 
But I’m not sure that we 
talk enough about injus-

tice,” declared Klein, shift-
ing her focus to the inter-
section of neoliberalism, 
climate change, and social 
injustice. “We have to get 
out of our issue… all inter-
connected. And since these 
crises are all bound up, so 
must the solutions be.”

Klein concluded, “Enough 
of the drilling and dumping-
-we need an economy rooted 
in sharing and caring.” She 
closed the evening with a 
book signing for her newest 
work This Changes Every-
thing in which she expands 
on the relationship between 
neoliberalism and climate 
change.

The last two plenaries, 
Sustainable Futures and 
Next Steps, and break-down 
sessions took place on Sat-
urday morning. 

The weekend conclud-
ed on Saturday night with 
Emergency, a one-person 
show by award-winning 
actor, singer, writer, and 
composer Daniel Beaty. The 
piece details the response 

of various characters in the 
New York City projects to 
a slave ship that appears 
in front of the Statue of 
Liberty. With this 2006 Obie 
award-winning piece, this 
year’s With/Out ¿Borders? 
[un]conference came to a 
close. 

When asked why the [un]
conference is an import-
ant event, Erin Polley of 
Indiana Peacebuilding re-

AYLA HULL
news editor

the news or attend Kalama-
zoo Refugee Council meet-
ings, which are bi-weekly at 
Solid Grounds, just a ten 
minute walk from K.”

“ROK is an incredible op-
portunity to see beyond our 
own political sphere and it 
is a valuable way to connect 
with people who have lost 
their homes and who are 
adapting to new places, of-
fering as much support as 
we can to them,” comment-
ed participant Claire Green-
ing K‘19.

Students gather to watch sophomore seminar perform K College Congress of the People in the Red Square [Ayla Hull / The Index]

Panelists Alex Lubin, Shante Smalls, Cynthia Young, Adrienne Marie Brown join 
moderator Kai Green to discuss AfroFuturism [Ayla Hull / The Index]

sponded, “As an activist, I 
really think that the inter-
section of theory and prac-
tice is really important. Our 
praxis needs to be ground-
ed in history and political 
context…This is an inter-
esting space because we 
have such a great mix of 
people who know how to 
do it both in practice and 
on the ground, and that ex-
change is really important.”

Student participant Paige 
Tobin ‘19 shared, “After the 
Without Borders confer-
ence, I came out of it with 
the realization that I know 
very little about the world 
around me--even since the 
last time I established that 
I didn’t know that much. 
It’s an extremely humbling 
experience to be reminded 
of that.”

Keynote speaker Naomi Klein [Ayla Hull / The Index]
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it’s nOt aBOut YOu; dOn’t get the Flu!

“I don’t like shots,” or “I 
can’t afford it,” or “I never 
get the flu,” or “I’ll get sick 
anyway,” are all common 
excuses to not take five 
minutes and attend one of the 
Health Center’s free influenza 
immunization opportunities.

The Student Health Center 
has already held two open 
immunization sessions, 
offering free flu shots to 
anyone who walked in. Apart 
from these special events, 
the Health Center holds 
drop-in hours for students 
seeking their annual influenza 
immunization.   

After receiving my flu shot, 
I walked out of the Hicks 
Banquet Hall with a colorful 
“I got my FLU SHOT today” 
sticker proudly stuck to my 
chest. But I felt quite alone; 
seemingly every student I 
encountered had some excuse 
to not get their shot.

Your annual influenza 
immunization is an 

investment in not just 
your health but the 

campus community’s as 
well. It’s not just about 

you!

The Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention writes, 
“influenza is a serious disease 
that can lead to hospitalization 
and sometimes even death. 
Every flu season is different, 
and influenza infection can 
affect people differently. Even 
healthy people can get very 
sick from the flu and spread 
it to others.”

It’s clear that getting the 
flu shot is vital to preventing 
serious illness. The CDC goes 
on to estimate that influenza 
vaccinations prevented 79,000 
flu hospitalizations and 6.6 
million flu-associated illnesses 
during the 2012-13 influenza 
season.

In all honesty, it’s no fun 
visiting Little Blue with the flu. 
If you need a more mundane 
reason to get vaccinated, 
consider the study time lost 
to vomiting and fever; one sick 
week and you’ll be on your 
rapid way from an academic 
A to an infected F.  

But hey, it’s not just about 
you, because I can get sick 
too! The last thing I want is to 
be a sniffling, fever-faced bed 
rat with a cramped stomach, 
unable to study or go out as I 
wish. Living and interacting 
with other students in the 
close quarters of a college 

campus brings certain social 
responsibilities, mainly 
respect for your peers’ well-
being. In such constant and 
close proximity, the last thing I 
want is to get the flu from you, 
or the doorknob you touched, 
or your sneeze-breeze from 

across the room. Don’t think 
you’re guilty? Guess again—
twenty to thirty percent of 
people carrying the influenza 
virus show no symptoms. 

You’ve gone 20 years 
without infection? The 
influenza doesn’t care if it 

breaks your sickness-free 
streak. 

And no, you didn’t get sick 
immediately after getting 
your last flu shot; your body 
needs up to two weeks after 
receiving the vaccination to 
become fully protected. You 

were already infected!
Realize your social 

responsibility by doing 
yourself and everyone else a 
favor; protect your well-being 
and our campus community’s 
health by getting your flu shot!

The Index
The Student-Run Paper of 

Kalamazoo College Since 1877

1200 Academy St.
Kalamazoo, MI 48306

index@kzoo.edu

The opinions expressed herein are solely the works of their authors and do not necessarily constitute the official position of The Index. Letters to the editor are welcome, but may be edited for length, grammar and libel.  Please direct 
submissions to our email: index@kzoo.edu. For our complete editorial and submissions policy, please visit www.thekzooindex.com

Andrew PArsons
web editor

Ayla Hull ‘19 receives the flu shot during a free immunization event in the Banquet Hall [Andrew Parsons / The Index].

CenterforCareerandProfessionalDevelopment

    “I had the opportunity to go on a Lake Trout 
recovery project... something that I’ve always wished 
for. I was even invited to help with data collection in 
gathering the otoliths. That was something that I never 
thought I’d have the chance of doing and I was able to 
do it on the second day!”

CCPD

— Alex Blematl ’17
CCPD-IP Summer 2016 Participant

interning at Michigan Department of Natural Resources
Alex met Tad Schmaltz ’83 (left) while on a Trout expedition 

InternshipInternshipProgram

INFOSession
Find out more about CCPD Internship Program and CCPD Stipends!
Thursday, October 27    DE 103    4:00 p.m. or 7:30 p.m.
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Looking for a fun date night 
with friends or significant 
others can be challenging when 
you live on a college campus.  
Luckily for Kalamazoo College 
students, there is a nice movie 
theater nearby. 

The Alamo Drafthouse 
Cinema is better than the 
usual movie theater, as this 
one provides catered meals 
as you watch the movie.  On 
top of that, Kalamazoo College 
students receive a special 
discount on movie tickets if 
they show their student ID 
to the cashier ($7.00 for 2D 
movies and $10.00 for 3D 
movies).

There is a wide variety of 
food offered on the Alamo’s 
menu, some of which are 

moviE night At thE AlAmo
crème brulée French toast, 
fried dill pickles, mozzarella 
sticks, different types of pizzas 
and salads, and of course, 
popcorn.  

Not only is the food 
delicious, but the price is fair 
as well with the most expensive 
meal being $15.00, a great 
price for the large quantity 
of food. 

“They gave a large portion, 
which lasted the whole movie,” 
Loveleen Saini’20 said. “I’ve 
never been served food like 
that in a movie theater before, 
and I will definitely go back.”

The Alamo shows many 
new movies:  The Accountant, 
The Girl on the Train, Miss 
Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar 
Children, and Deepwater 
Horizon, along with others.  

The theatre also shows 
specialty screenings to the 
public as well:  The Rocky 
Horror Picture Show Movie 
Party and Sing-Along-A 
Sound of Music.  Usually the 
older films are only offered for 
several days before a different 

Marissa Castellana
staff writer

classic is chosen.
During the process of 

purchasing movie tickets, you 
also get to pick your seats.  
The seats are cushioned with 
plenty of space between you 

A dinner and a movie 
has never been so easy 
thanks to Alamo Draft-

house and Movie theatre. 

nEw Art in thE Arcus cEntEr for sociAl JusticE lEAdErship

trisha DunhaM
a&e editor

Detroit sculptor Ingrid 
LeFleur debuts her new 
art installation Traveling 

to Turiya: The Future 
Mapping Project at

Kalamazoo College’s 
Arcus Center. 

Come Write for the 
Index!

Staff meetings are at 7:00 PM on 

Mondays in the Index Office

(Room 116, Hicks Center)

and your neighbor, allowing 
for much-needed leg-room 
and space for other movie 
viewers to walk by without 
having to stand.  In front of 
the seats is a long table where 

food and drinks are delivered.  
Walking to the Alamo 

Drafthouse Cinema is an easy 
task, as it is only 1.9 miles 
away, a 20-minute walk, being 
a nearly straight route with 

very few turns.  
“The walk was enjoyable, 

because I was with friends,” 
said Kristen Amyx-Sherer ’20.

[Marissa Castellana / The Index]

Ingrid LeFleur’s new art 
installation, Traveling to 
Turiya: The Future Mapping 
Project was the focus of  guest’s 
conversation on Friday at 
Kalamazoo College’s Arcus 
Center. People stood around 
munching on mushroom caps, 

pierogies, and an assortment 
of fruit while discussing the 
new piece. 

“Maybe because of the 
previous piece and it being 
all words, I feel like I’m trying 
to read something into this,” 
Nora Stagner’13 said. 

In 2014 the first art 
installation to command 
guests attention on Arcus 
Center’s main wall was the 
piece entitled Stanger Land 
done by artist Nayda Collazo-
Llorens. Arcus Academic 
Director Lisa Brock said that 
the first artist Collazo-Lorens 
introduced the center to the 
new artist LaFleur. 

 “Her work is on 
Afrofuturisms and that’s one of 
the modulas that we’re looking 
at,” said Brock. “The notion of 
unlocking the imagination to 
free oneself, to think about 
what it takes to be free for 
people that are oppressed and 
carrying around trauma.”

The international movement 
of Afrofuturism is a creative 
movement that integrates race, 
science and technology with 
a focus on analyzing past and 
present race issues. 

“I’m constantly figuring out 
how to heal the black body,” 
LaFleur said. “Why? Because 
the black body is filled with  

trauma, lots of wounds that 
keep becoming reopened. So 
every time we get to a point 
were we think we could be 
healed something happens.”

LaFleur takes a similar 
approach to racial healing as 
James Baldwin. “The black 
body can not be healed until 
all bodies are healed.”

The installation also 
includes an audio portion 
that LaFleur composed 
to accompany the piece. 
Inspired by Jazz Musicians 
Alice Coltrane and Sun Ra 
LaFleur decided to map the 
future with her piece. “No 
ones futures can be created 

until the traumas in the body 
are healed,” LaFleur said.

Artist and Senior Anja 
Xheka’13 thought the audio 
portion helped to complete the 
piece. “I think listening gives 
it a sense of space, it roots in 
the environment created by 
the sound because it’s very 
sight specific.”

On 28 different sculptures 
the installation incorporates 
28 different crystals with 
different shades of blacks, 
aqua, magenta, and red 
moss. LaFleur dedicated the 
installation and her passion 
for the work to her father. 

“His passion in art and art 

collecting  lead me exactly to 
this path,” LaFleur said.  “Also 
he was a complete hippy and 
he was all into spirit science 
and technology so without him 
I wouldn’t even be thinking 
about crystals and healing.”

Brock is unsure how long 
the installation will be on 
display at the Arcus Center.

“These pieces are never 
meant to be here forever,” 
said Brock. “It just depends 
on what the crystals tell us.”

New Arcus wall installation [Robert Manor / The Index]

Artist Ingrid LeFleur 
[Robert Manor / The Index]
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Want the Latest K Sports Updates?
Then check us out at thekzooindex.com today!

CROSS COUNTRY RUNNERS EARN
RUNNER OF THE WEEK HONORS

Kalamazoo College 
sophomore Cheyenne Al-
lyn-White and first-year 
Jackson Kelly were both 
named MIAA Runners of 
the Week for their perfor-
mance at the Eastern Mich-
igan University Fall Classic 
this past weekend.

 Allyn-White posted 
a 5k time of 20 minutes 
and 50 seconds to lead the 
Hornets Women’s Cross 
Country team at the event.

 Kelly led the 
Hornet Men’s team with a 
5k time of 16 minutes and 
37 seconds.

 A first-year from 
Gross Ile, MI, Kelly has 
been a regular atop the lea-

derboards for Kalamazoo 
this fall, a promising sign 
for years to come.

 This is the first 
time for both runners being 
honored as MIAA Runner 
of the week.

The Cross Country team 
as a whole has had both 
ups and downs this season, 
but one notable second 
place finish earlier in the 

season.  
 The Cross Country 
team will be back in action 
on October 29 at 11am in 
Albion, Michigan for the 
MIAA Championships. 
The Kalamazoo College 
community is encouraged 
to show support if transpor-
tation arrangements can be 
made.
 “I would be willing 

to go to a Cross Country 
race if the school provided 
a bus, races look like they 
could be high energy if we 
tried,” Brandon Lopez ‘18 
said.

Both teams are back in 
action this Saturday at the 
MIAA Championships in 
Concord, MI.

Koji VrooM
Sports Editor

MIAA Runners of the
Week

Hornet Sports 
Weekly Recap

This Week in
Hornet Sports 

   (Home Events Listed in Bold)

Friday October 28th:
• Volleyball HOME vs. Alma 7:00 p.m. @ Anderson Athletic  

 Center (Senior Night)

Saturday October 29th: 
• Women’s Soccer @ Albion 11:00 a.m.
• Men’s Cross Country @ MIAA Championships 
 (Albion, MI) 11:00 a.m.
• Women’s Cross Country @ MIAA Championships 
 (Albion, MI) 12:00 p.m.
• Football @ Hope 1:00 p.m.
• Men’s & Women’s Swimming @ Hope 1:00 p.m.
• Men’s Soccer HOME vs. Albion 7:00 p.m. @ MacKenzie  

 Field (Senior Night)

Monday October 31st:
• Women’s Soccer @ Olivet 3:00 p.m.

Football:   10/22 – Lost 31-13 @ Adrian

Men’s Soccer:  10/19 – WON 3-0 vs. Trine  
    10/22 – Lost 2-1 @ Adrian

Women’s Soccer:  10/18 – Tied 1-1 vs. Alma  
    10/22 – WON 2-1 @ Adrian

Volleyball:   10/18 – Lost 3-0 @ St. Mary’s
    10/21 – Lost 3-2 @ Adrian
    10/22 – Lost 3-0 vs. Calvin

Photos Courtesy of Junfu Han

Photo Courtesy of Kimberly Moss
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AnA CAstillo Joins K students to RefleCt on life And WoRK

Bilingual author Ana Cas-
tillo spent last Wednes-
day morning in the Arcus 
Center, engaged with stu-
dents of the Reading The 
World: Social Justice course, 
taught by English professor 
Dr. Shanna Salinas. 

Students used the class 
period to ask questions about 
her life, work, and beliefs, 
especially in regards to her 
newest work Black Dove.

“In this book, I’m focus-
ing on the ‘angry males of 
color’. As women, we know 
why we’re angry but we 
don’t question why they’re 
angry,” explained Castillo. 
“There [are] all kinds of 
challenges for young men 
of color. I want to have that 
dialogue.” More specifical-
ly, Castillo frames Black 
Dove around the experi-
ence of raising her son as a 
single mother in inner city 
Chicago.

Like her son, Castillo was 
“born and raised in Chicago 
[in a] neighborhood we used 
to call Taylor Street,” where 
she grew up speaking both 

Spanish and English.
“I was a teenage girl when 

Martin Luther King, Jr. came 
through Chicago. I was a girl 
watching the [1968] Demo-
cratic National Convention 
riots. And that’s the atmo-
sphere I grew up in,” shared 
Castillo, explaining one of 
the root inspirations for her 
activism. “When you have 
the injustice of a history of 
people who are underrepre-
sented in the U.S., it’s almost 
a call to arms.”

“I was expected to start 
working right after high 
school. I was not expected to 
go to college. I sent myself 
to college,” shared Castillo. 
“I love learning… going to 
college was a struggle but 
I love knowledge so much 

Renowned Xicanisma 
writer and activist 

engaged with students in 
Kalamazoo
AYLA HULL
news editor

that I pushed through it.” 
Castillo  received her 

Bachelor’s degree from 
Northeastern Illinois Uni-
versity in art and went on 
to get a Master’s in Latin 
American Studies from 
the University of Chicago.

“When I finished and I 
got my B.A., I got on a bus 
and I went to California out 
of Chicago and I joined 
Cesar Chavez’s movement. 
At that time I was writing 
political poetry and I hap-
pened to walk into a com-
munity college when I got 
there to see if they would 
maybe be interested in my 
doing a reading there or 
something and the chairper-
son offered me a teaching 
position,” shared Castillo.

Reflecting on her college 
years, Castillo shared that 
as an undergraduate student 
she had a “fear of drugs, fear 
of not being able to finish 
because of money, fear of 
the system, fear of institu-
tions.” But these fears did 
not hinder her drive. The 
writer explained, “when I 
have this challenge, I always 
think to myself ‘watch me.’” 

Connecting Castillo’s ex-
perience to K, one student 
asked how to survive the 
culture shock of K as a 
student of color. Drawing 
upon her own experience, 
Castillo responded, “in 
my life I always hook into 
like-minded people… to 
fight that every day on every 
level.” She continued, “I use 

writing. I use this writing to 
put those ideas out there. 
This writing gives me em-
powerment.”

In the evening, Castil-
lo guest-starred in a book 
reading at Western Michi-
gan University--one of the 
four readings for the Gwen 
Frostic Reading Series, or-
ganized by WMU’s Depart-
ment of English.

“This evening I’ve chosen 
to share some poetry with 
you and also to read a little 
bit from my new book, a 
combination of memoir and 
personal essays called Black 
Dove--Paloma Negra,” a 
reference to the Mexican 
song “Paloma Negra.” Other 
texts included Watercol-
or Women/Opaque Men: A 

Novel In Verse, My Father 
Was A Toltec: and Select-
ed Poems, and The Mixqui-
ahuala Letters. 

When asked what advice 
she offers to young writers, 
Castillo responded, “wher-
ever you’re from or what-
ever you’ve been writing, 
there’s only three pieces 
of advice I would give 
anybody… and that is read 
read read, write write write, 
and rewrite. Rewriting is 
really where the magic ac-
tually happens. It’s the most 
tedious--what nobody wants 
to go do--but that’s really 
what makes the difference.”

Castillo closed the night 
with a Black Dove book 
signing. 

Ana Castillo conducting a book reading in Knauss Hall at WMU on Wednesday, November 2, 2016 [Ayla Hull / The Index].
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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English bells and Johann 
Sebastian Bach welcomed 
guests from around the 
world as President Dr. Jorge 
Gonzalez was officially inau-
gurated as Kalamazoo Col-
lege’s 18th president.

The well attended after-
noon event was held this 
past Saturday, November 
5th.  College community 
members, family, friends, 
and delegates from 32 other 
colleges and universities 
filled the halls of Stetson 
Chapel to welcome the new 
President.  

Although President Gon-

zalez has been at work since 
summer as Kalamazoo Col-
lege’s president, the inaugu-
ral event gave the college 
community a chance to 
“publically declare the trust 
we place in our new pres-
ident,” as said by Board of 
Trustees Chair Charlotte 
Hall, ’66. 

Kalamazoo Mayor Bobby 
Hopewell spoke of President 
Gonzalez’s understanding of 
educational and communi-
ty needs, saying, “he under-
stands the importance of ex-
periential learning and the 
opportunity to dive into 
communities and provide 
service.”

“Earlier [President Gon-
zalez] said that [by being 
selected], he had won the 
lottery. That’s not true; here 
at K and in this community, 
we have,” concluded Mayor 

President Dr. Jorge 
Gonzalez presented 
as 18th President of 
Kalamazoo College 
during inauguration.

Kalamazoo College’s 18th president Dr. Jorge Gonzalez delivers inaugural address to audience of students, staff, faculty, and friends in Stetson Chapel
[Photo courtesy of John Lacko].

Hopewell. 
Referencing Western 

Michigan University’s suc-
cessful 2016 football season, 
Mayor Hopewell affirmed 
President Gonzalez as a 
“shining example for the 
world, shining brighter than 
even the powerful stadium 
lights,” eliciting laughs and 
applause from the audience. 

Student Tanush Jagdish 
’18 recounted President 
Gonzalez’s dedication to 
not only diversity but full 
inclusion among students, 
staff, and faculty. 

“We can relate to him…
and he’s not only a role 
model, but a companion,” 
Jagdish later told the audi-
ence on behalf of the student 
body, recalling the Presi-
dent’s diverse experienc-
es abroad and as an intern. 

Faculty Representative 

and award winning physics 
professor Dr. Jan Toboch-
nik proclaimed, “[President 
Gonzalez’s] enthusiasm is 
infectious, his intelligence is 
remarkable, and his warmth 
is genuine,” finally noting 
that, “he conveys the impor-
tance of the liberal arts not 
as a set of abstract ideals but 
as concrete stories that come 
from the mind and heart.”

 “We’ve heard several ref-
erences to [the President] 
winning the lottery, to Ka-
lamazoo College winning 
the lottery, but maybe it’s 
[really] as if you went to 
eHarmony and Match.
com and found the perfect 
match,” joked the Manag-
ing Director for the MacAr-
thur Foundation, Dr. Cecilia 
Conrad. 

In an address to the au-
dience, President Gon-

zalez discussed diversity 
and the factors shaping the 
world and their influence on 
higher education in the 21st 
century: technology, global-
ization, diversity, and ur-
banization. The Presidents 
claims that it is the liberal 
arts’ job to not prepare stu-
dents for the jobs of today, 
but for the world of tomor-
row. 

“It’s truly an honor and 
tremendous privilege to be 
given the responsibility to 
lead an institution that has 
been here for 183 years,” 
Gonzalez said, attributing 
his success to “the support 
of many mentors…as well 
as my former students.”

Students Hannah Kim ’17 
and Thaddeus Buttrey ’17 
held intermittent piano and 
vocal performances, respec-
tively, with the latter vocal 

inAuguRAtion AffiRms instAllment of KAlAmAzoo 
College’s PResident dR. JoRge gonzAlez 

ANDREW PARSONS
web editor

From left to right, Bobby Hopewell, Charlotte Hall, Tanush Jagdish, and Jan Tobochnik address audience during President Gonzalez’s inauguration. [Photo courtesy of John Lacko].

arrangement accompanied 
by Susan Lawrence on piano. 
The entire ceremony opened 
and closed with bell ringing 
and Dr. Eric Strand’s organ 
prelude and recessional.

Interested audiences can 
watch the inaugural cere-
mony at kzoo.edu. 

The Index officially wel-
comes President Dr. Jorge 
Gonzalez to Kalamazoo 
College and looks forward 
to the coming years under 
his leadership!

Q: What are the main 
take home points from last 
week’s meeting

A: I think the main take 
home points were that we 
finally have a communi-
cation committee going, 
and we are making prog-
ress on how we are going 
to put ourselves out there 
(more present to the student 
body). Also, this is the first 
committee we have formed 
within the group, and it’s 
a sign that we have some 
kind of productive struc-
ture in the making.

Q: How can students 
make their voice heard by 
the council?

A: Again, we are really 
hoping that by the time all 
the ideas we have for the 
communications committee 
are concrete and in motion, 
students will easily be able 
to voice their concerns/sug-
gestions/comments to us. 

Q: What are the types of 
issues that students and/or 
student organization leaders 
can bring to you?

A: Students and student 
organization leaders, alike, 
can bring concerns they have 
about different issues, and 
we would try our best, given 
our positions on faculty/staff 
committees to bring those 
issues to the table. We did 
talk about what else we can 

Representative, Kriti 
Singh ‘17, offers main 
points from the most 

recent meeting

student CounCil meeting ReCAP:
Q+A With A RePResentAtiVe

JANELLE GRANT
co-editor-in-chief

do for StuOrgs, but I think 
we have a long way to go 
before we can confidently 
commit to responsibilities 
in that context. We want to 
meet with our new Presi-
dent as student representa-
tives at some point down the 
road, so I’m sure we would 
have a lot to offer in bridg-
ing students and administra-
tion. I personally hope that if 
student organization leaders 
do think there is something 
we can offer to them, they 
feel comfortable letting us 
know of it.  

Q: Can students come to 
meetings and how active 
should their role be?

A: Students are more than 
welcomed and encouraged 
to come to meetings! We 
have time allotted for them 

to say thing. We do recog-
nize that K is a busy place 
and students have all sorts 
of commitments, so coming 
to our meetings might not 
be accessible to everyone. 
We definitely addressed 
this when discussing the re-
sponsibilities of our com-
munications committee, so 
we are hoping to be avail-
able through social media 
so time and physical loca-
tion isn’t a constraint.   

Q: What is the official 
name of the new Repre-
sentatives?

A: Our official name is 
Kalamazoo College Council 
of Student Representa-
tives (KCCSR). It’s long, 
but I think we definitely 
want to move away from 
“Student Commission” and 

as we don’t see ourselves 
as a “governing body”, at 
least not with our current 
functionality and capacity, 
we don’t want the label of 
Student Government (even 
if we were elected). 
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Q: What exactly is the 
scholarship and how did 
you receive it? 

A: The Boren Scholar-
ship is an initiative of the 
National Security Edu-
cation Program (NSEP). 
Boren Scholarships provide 
funding for students to study 
less commonly taught lan-

guages worldwide that are 
vital to United States nation-
al security interests. In ex-
change for funding, Boren 
Scholars must commit to 
working in the Federal Gov-
ernment in a position with 
national security responsi-
bilities. The Department of 
State, Defense, and Home-
land Security, or any In-
telligence agency, are all 
priority agencies. I believe 
what put me over the rest 
in my application is that I 
am a member of Kalama-
zoo College’s football team, 

K Junior will be 
immersed in the
 culture of China

as well as a member K’s all-
male acapella group, The 
Kalamadudes.

Q: What do you hope to 
learn in Beijing? Cultural-
ly and with the language? 

A: My main goal for study-
ing abroad is to gain fluency 
in the language. On top of 
that, learning the culture 
and experiencing the dif-
ferent lifestyle in China are 
also goals of mine.

Q: Can you speak to the 
personal significance of the 
scholarship?

A: Personally, this schol-

arship is very important. 
Not only is it providing me 
funding for my study abroad, 
but it is also providing me 
with a path that I will take 
after graduation. Being 
labeled a Boren Scholar is 
a very prestigious honor 
and will follow me for the 
rest of my life. I hope that 
receiving the Boren Schol-
arship will help propel me 
to achieve my career goal 
of working in the Depart-
ment of State as a Foreign 
Service Officer. 

Q&a: aJ Convertino ‘18, Boren sCholarship reCipient 
set to study aBroad in China

JANAY JOHNSON
co-editor-in-chief

día de los Muertos: then and now

Day of the Dead lives on, 
celebrates life

Around 3,000 years 
ago, the Aztecs celebrated 
death as a natural part of 
life. Instead of Aztec chil-
dren running rampant one 
evening a year, spooked by 
caricatures of bony skele-
tons and spectral ghosts in 
pursuit of sacks of candy, 
the Aztecs embraced death 
as an integral aspect of the 
human experience. 

These indigenous peoples 
from modern-day Mexico 
didn’t mess around with the 
whole “one night a year” 
business, either. In accor-
dance with the dreams of 
many children today, the 

Aztecs celebrated the lives 
of their deceased ancestors 
for an entire month during 
the summer, according to 
the National Geographic 
article Día de los Muertos. 
After the Spanish coloniza-
tion of Latin American in 
the 16th century, the holiday 
was reduced to two days and 
shifted to the fall to coin-
cide with the Catholic cel-
ebration of All Soul’s and 
All Saint’s day.   

The modern celebration 
is a mix of the indigenous 
Aztec rituals and the Cath-
olic traditions brought by 
the Spanish conquistadors. 
Although it originated in 
Mexico, the holiday is now 
celebrated throughout the 
world, with specific customs 
and traditions varying de-
pending on one’s location. 

On Friday, October 28th 

various student organization 
hosted a Día de los Muertos 
event on the quad to cel-
ebrate the lives of those 
who have passed and Latinx 
culture as a college com-
munity. The event was a 
collaboration between the 
Women of Color Alliance, 
Latin Student Organization, 
M.E.Ch.A, Black Student 
Organization, and  Asian 
Pacific Islander Student As-
sociation. 

“The event was very 
lively, which is what Día 
de los Muertos is sup-
posed to be like because 
even though we celebrate 
those who have passed we 
try to do so by celebrating 
the life they spent with us,” 
said Maribel Blas-Rangel, 
K’17, who attended the cel-
ebration. 

The holiday celebrates 
the lives of deceased rela-
tives with food, beverages, 
parties, and activities that 
the dead enjoyed in life. 
According to Mexican tra-
dition, it is believed that 
between November 1st and 
November 2nd the spirits of 
the dead join with the com-
munity of the living to share 
in the Día de los Muertos 
celebrations. 

One popular tradition is 
for families to create of-
rendas, or altars, inside of 
the home decorated with 
candles, marigolds, fruit, 

and traditional foods such as 
pan de muerto sweet bread), 
calacas (skeletons), and 
calaveras (skulls). The cala-
veras, or sugar skulls, are 
colorfully-decorated candies 
that normally contain the 
name of a departed love one 
on their foreheads. 

The K event featured an 
altar with candles, photo-
graphs, and traditional foods 
enjoyed by departed family 
members such as rice, beans, 
and arroz con leche. Addi-
tionally, there were boxes 
bearing the names of depart-
ed Latinx celebrities with a 

MEREDITH ASHTON
features editor

small biography detailing 
their distinguished careers. 

“Another thing that really 
touched me was the com-
memoration and homage 
to the lives that were lost 
in the Orlando shooting 
at Pulse nightclub,” said 
Blas-Rangel. 

An ofrenda can be found 
outside of the Intercultural 
Center in Hicks. The altar 
includes, flowers, photo-
graphs, drinks, and paper 
and pens with which stu-
dents and faculty may write 
messages to departed loved 
ones.

“I’m personally very 
thankful for the event 
because although my im-
mediate family does not 
celebrate it, it is something 
that we believe in, it’s a part 
of my culture to celebrate 
the lives of our loved ones 
who have passed away,” 
said Blas-Rangel. 

Día de los Muertos altar outside of the Intercultural Center

Photo Courtesy of AJ Convertino

Día de los Muertos altar outside of the Intercultural Center

Junior, Emma Kristal ’18, 
has recently won an individ-
ual gold and team gold for 
a precision pay load event 
at the World Spacemodel-
ing Championship in Lviv, 
Ukraine. 

“This is the first I’ve won 
anything at the world com-
petition,” Kristal said. “It’s 
especially exciting for me 
because this year was actu-
ally my first time compet-
ing as an adult at the World 

Championships,” 
With the help of her father 

as a small child, Kristal has 
been building rockets for as 
long as she can remember. 
“I’d put some stickers on it, 
and we’d go out and launch 
together,” Kristal explained. 

Kristal’s first rocketry 
competition was in fifth 
grade, but her passion for the 
hobby has always extend-
ed past just simply build-
ing a rocket. 

“For me, rocketry has 
really always been about 
the places it has taken me 
and the relationships it has 
helped me build. From doing 
these competitions I have 
been able to meet and build 

relationships with some of 
the brightest and most in-
spiring people in the world,” 
she said. 

Many K students have 
heard about Kristal’s award 
and are impressed. A lin-
gering question posed by 
K students to The Index for 
Kristal is, “how does one 
begin to build a rocket?”

“Fins and a nose cone,” 
Kristal continues to make 
rocket building sound easy, 
“in my years of building I’ve 
realized you can turn almost 
anything into a rocket by 
adding fins and a nose cone 
to it.”

“But in all seriousness, it 
really depends on what type 
of rocket you’re going to 
be building. You can build 
rockets from kits that you 
can get at hobby stores, but 
for most competition models 
you build everything from 
scratch- even down to fi-
berglassing your own body 
tubes. If anyone wants to 
know how to build any-
thing specific, I’d be more 
than happy to teach them 

though,” Kristal offered. 
Although Kristal has 

been building rockets for 
a long time, she believes 
that anyone who wants to 
get into rocketry can begin 
at any point by purchasing a 
rocket building kit at a local 
hobby store – but it gets 
much more difficult from 
there. Thankfully, there are 
clubs that support and foster 
the talent rocket builders, 
Kristal recommends the Na-
tional Association of Rock-
etry’s website to find clubs 
in your area or checking out 
her father’s club, Huron 
Valley Rocket Society. 

“Or, anyone is always 
welcome to send me an 
email or just talk to me on 
campus,” Kristal said. “I ac-
tually have a couple rocket 
kits in my car right now.”  

 Kristal tells us about her 
award and how to build 

a rocket

JANELLE GRANT
co-editor-in-chief

student wins awards at world ChaMpionship For roCketry: 
eMMa kristal ‘18

Photo Courtesy of Kalamazoo College

Photo Courtesy of Kalamazoo College
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the roCky horror show 

Entering the Festival 
Playhouse of Kalamazoo 
College, audience members 
of The Rocky Horror Show 
grabbed a white paper 
bag, filled with confetti, a 
newspaper, a party horn, and 
a rubber glove.  

With these props, audience 
members were allowed to 
participate in the play by 

Recap of 
Rocky Horror Show 

placing the newspaper 
sheet over their heads as 
the theater produced rained 
inside, snapping the glove, 
blowing on the noisemaker 
when Frank’s creation was 
presented, throwing confetti 
during the wedding, and 
shining cellphone flashlights 
during select songs. This 
interaction made the audience 
feel like a part of the play. 

This science-fiction show 
with its eccentric characters 
kept the audience laughing. 
With Rocky’s dashing looks 
and sparkling pants, the 

audience reacted with a roar 
of laughter.  

Showing the crowd eight 
fingers when Dr. Frank-N-
Furter clearly stated, “seven,” 
caused the audience to laugh, 
as this actor fulfilled the 
role of his goofy character. 
Columbia’s elongated and 
exaggerated screams after 
Eddie’s death was humorous 
as well, captivating the 
audience’s attention.  

The conservative couple 
Janet and Brad awkwardly 
danced during the song 
Time Warp. Their low arm 

pumps and shaky shoulder 
movements showed their 
discomfort, fitting their quirky 
personalities. 

Not only were the actors 

humorous, but the audience’s 
participation and comments 
caused a ripple of laughter 
throughout the crowd as 
well. Every so often, the 
actors on stage would make 
a witty remark to an audience 
member’s statement.  

“I liked it! I wasn’t 
expecting the interaction and 
the audience dressing up too,” 
Ravi Nair ’20 said. 

With a full audience in 
the theater, students, staff 
members, and people from 
the Kalamazoo community 
gathered together to enjoy this 

musical. Many viewers were 
impressed with the students’ 
acting, singing, and organized 
dancing.  

Those involved with the 
play clearly spent a lot of time 
working on it, with rehearsals 
being Sunday to Thursday 
from 6:30-10:00. The cast 
and crew have worked very 
diligently on this play, which 
is why the production was 
phenomenal.

Zoe Michele ’20 said, 
“Even though it was on a 
smaller scale, it was a very 
good production! Those heels, 
too!” 

MARISSA CASTELLANA
staff writer

The cast of The Rocky Horror Show 
dances after they bow to the 

crowd who gives them a standing 
ovation.



9 November 2016 Arts&EntErtAinmEnt PAGE 5

For many, the piano recital 
was a high-anxiety rite of 
passage, a means to sweat 
through whatever stiff, itchy 
formal wear your mother 
had purchased at the Kohl’s 
Blowout Sale especially for 
such an occasion. 

However the performance 

sEcond KEyboArd ArEA clAss A succEss! 
last Thursday by Dr. Tung’s 
keyboard class was void of 
shaky fingers and uneasy 
audience members, instead 
delivering beautiful music and 
informal instruction.

The event, which took place 
in Stetson Chapel, was the 
second of the bi-quarterly area 
classes required of both music 
and voice students, designed 
to simulate a concert hall 
setting and allow students to 
gain experience playing for 
an audience.

AMELIA DONOHOE
staff writer

“I really like it because I 
can hear what other people 
sound like and it gives me 
an opportunity to perform 
in front of people,” Liu Wai 
Yu said, who played a lively, 
contemporary piece called 
The Clown.

The classical pieces chosen 
by students ranged from 
modern to more traditional, 
creating a well-rounded 
program, from Hermit Thrush 
played by David Demarest 
K’17 to Consolation no. 3 by 

Students show off their 
keyboard skills

Franz Liszt played by Michaela 
Campos, K’20.

Though the musicians 
received ample applause 
from friends and classmates, 
the event felt casual. This 
atmosphere allowed both the 
audience and the performers 
to feel more comfortable, 
with Dr. Tung smiling 
encouragingly as each of the 
students played.

Senior Cody Mosblech 
played a piece from 1930 
called Aeolian Harp, which 

utilizes a technique commonly 
referred to as “Hyperpiano.” 
Made famous by jazz musician 
Denman Maroney, it requires 
the pianist to strum the strings 
from inside the piano in 
addition to playing chords 
on the keyboard.

At Dr. Tung’s insistence, the 
audience clustered around the 
piano when Mosblech finished 
the piece so that they could 
watch a demonstration. This 
style of play creates a haunting 
sound more eery than that 

of a harp, but can also use 
objects to modify the sound. 
For example, Mosblech used a 
guitar pick in order to amplify 
the strumming. 

For Hannah Kim, K’17, 
who played Chopin’s Waltz 
Op.34 No. 3, this evening 
class was just a warm-up. 
She announced excitedly 
that she would be playing for 
the President’s inauguration, 
which occurred on Saturday.

ElEction Word scrAmblE
Unscrable the words relating to Election Day!

PrEsidEnt GonzAlEz’s 
inAGurAtion dinnEr 

    In celebration of 
President Jorge Gonza-
lez’s impending inau-
guration, Kalamazoo 
College students gath-
ered in Welles Dining 
Hall on Friday, No-
vember 3rd, and were 
treated to a free meal 
courtesy of President 
Gonzalez.
    Balloons of every 
color and flags rep-
resenting Kalamazoo 
College students’ 
diverse backgrounds 
were installed through-
out the Hicks Center as 
decoration, reflecting 
the weekend’s celebra-
tory atmosphere and 
in anticipation for the 
following day’s events.

“About 600 students 
attended the dinner,” 
Andrew Brown shared 
with The Index. Brown 
serves as Kalamazoo 
College’s Director of 
Media Relations and 
Online Content. 
    Attendees were 
treated to Latin, Asian, 
and African inspired 
cuisine. Featuring 
tamales, tacos, Indian 
rice pudding, Korean 
barbequed ribs, Afri-
can style chicken, and 

more, Welles Dining 
Hall left few students 
hungry.
    “Bringing people 
together with food 
is always enjoyable,” 
said Blair Garner ’19, 
“it was a really great 
community builder 
and [gesture] on the 
President’s part.”
President Gonzalez 
was inaugurated as Ka-
lamazoo College’s 18th 
president the following 
Saturday. 
 

 

ANDREW PARSONS
web editor

[Andrew Parsons/The Index]

Hundreds of K stu-
dents gather for cele-

bratory dinner
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Men’s Basketball Season Preview 

The Kalamazoo College 
Men’s Basketball team will 
have a lot of familiar faces 
on the court this year, but a 
new face will be leading them 
from the sidelines. 

Coach Jay Smith is set to 
begin his first season as the 
Hornets’ head coach, and 
brings with him many years 
of collegiate coaching ex-
perience. Coach Smith has 
spent time as the head coach 
at both Grand Valley State 
and Central Michigan, as 
well as time as an assistant 
at the University of Mich-
igan and the University of 
Detroit. 

KOJI VROOM
sports editor

Men’s Basketball under-
way for this season

Hornet Sports 
Weekly Recap

This Week in
Hornet Sports 

   (Home Events Listed in Bold)

Saturday November 12th:  

     Men’s & Women’s Swimming @ Albion 11:00 a.m. 
     
 Women’s Cross Country @ NCAA Great Lakes Regional 
 11:00 a.m. 
     
 Men’s Cross Country @ NCAA Great Lakes Regional 12:30 p.m. 
     
 Football Home vs. Albion 1:00 p.m. @ Angell Field 
 (Senior Day)

Football:   11/5 – Lost 29-7 vs. Wisconsin 
    Lutheran

Women’s Soccer:  11/3 – Lost 1-1 (PKs 3-2) vs. 
Alma 
    (MIAA Semifinal)   
       
Men’s Swimming: 11/5 – Lost 149-90 vs. Saginaw 
    Valley State

Women’s Swimming: 11/5 – Lost 140-92 vs. Saginaw 
    Valley State

Looking for ways to support Standing Rock, ND? 
Help Kalamazoo Advocates Raise Funds for Supporters

https://www.gofundme.com/standing-rock-egidio

While at Central Mich-
igan, Coach Smith led 
the Chippewas to two 
Mid-American Confer-
ence championships, and 
an NCAA tournament birth. 
At the University of Mich-
igan, Smith was an assis-
tant during the Fab-Five 
era from 1989-1996. 

The Hornets saw their 
win total drop each of the 
past two seasons, but Coach 
Smith will look to lead an 
experienced group to a better 
season in 2016-17. 

The team returns 13 
players from last season, 
including five of the team’s 
leading scorers from a year 
ago, four of which are 
seniors. 

Leading the returners is 
Chase Baysdell, the pow-
er-forward averaged 15 

points and nearly eight re-
bounds per game last year. 
Joining Baysdell in the front 
court is senior center Josh 
Miller, who saw his scoring 
increase for the third straight 

season, he averaged just over 
eight points per game, and 
shot 56% from the field. 

The Hornets’ back court 
will look to continue their 
hot three-point shooting 

from a year ago, seniors 
guards Adam Dykema, 
Tommy Cerven, and Josh 
Whitney all shot over 37% 
from deep last year. 

Kalamazoo opens the 

regular season at home on 
November 18th against 
Manchester at 7:30 p.m., 
and hosts Anderson the next 
day again at 7:30.

Kalamazoo College’s Men’s Basketball Team [Photo courtesy of Steve Wideen]

Jared Pittman played foot-
ball for Muskegon High 
School before K. Pittman 
was excited about the pros-
pect of coming to Kalam-
azoo College and playing 
football because of recent 
graduates from Muskegon 
High School, like Brandon 

First Year Profile: Jared Pittman ‘20

JANELLE GRANT
co-editor-in-chief

Pittman ‘20 shares his 
story as the Fall sport’s 

season closes

Johnson-Smith ’17 and 
Quincy Crosby ’17, who 
were also a part of K’s foot-
ball program and served as 
a positive role models for 
Pittman.

“The type of football we 
played at Muskegon is not 
that much different from 
D3 [Kalamazoo] College,” 
Pittman said. “It’s about the 
same amount when it comes 
to time consumption. But, 
here, there is more impor-
tance on meetings to visu-
ally see and correct your 

mistakes.”
Pittman felt that K fit 

his level of athleticism and 
could challenge him aca-
demically, and he still holds 
to that truth as Pittman was 
able to start in a game as a 
first year while handling 
his classes. 

Pittman hopes to contin-
ue to make an impact on the 
football field throughout his 
college career. “Winning 
games will come, it’s just 
going to take patience and an 
unquestionable work ethic 

in the off season,” Pittman 
said.

“Coming where I come 
from, the season is never 
over. This is the time where 
you put in the work in to 
win. I plan to continue to 
work out and better myself 
for next season while 
working with my team-
mates to take the off season 
serious so we can see the 
results come next Septem-
ber.” Pittman concluded. 

Pittman at Angell Field with his mother
 [Photo courtesy ofJared Pittman]

[Janay Johnson / The Index]

[Photo Courtesy of Jared Pittman]



www.thekzooindex.com

INSIDE
The Issue

More Buzzkill.................................2

Also, Buzzkill...................................3

Sporty Buzzkill...............................4

Kalamazoo, Michigan

Buzzkill
ONE-HUNDRED-THIRTY-NINE YEARS OF JOURNALISTIC ACTIVITY

NOVEMBER 16, 2016

VOLUME CXXXVI ISSUE VIIITODAY’S HIGH:  NOT WARM ENOUGH! WHY DIDN’T I GO TO COLLEGE IN FLORIDA?

EST. 1877

news

New StuOrg sure to 
keep you sweet tooth 
satisfied

PAGE  2

features

Dear Amelia! You asked 
her questions, she gives you 
answers

PAGE 3

arts & entertainment

Monkapult disbands!

PAGE 3

sports

Student Athlete Profile

PAGE 4

Senior GraduateS with Ba in economicS
deSpite never takinG 200-LeveL cLaSS

With the winds whip-
ping through changing 
leaves on the trees, fall has 
found its way to the beau-
tiful campus of Kalamazoo 
College. And lucky for its 
students, the chilly weather 
doesn’t have to stop upon 
stepping through the doors 
of Upjohn Library.

“The library has to be 
my favorite building on 
campus,” raves first-year 
student Nebiyat Girma, 
huddled around the fire in 
the reading room alongside 
a dozen of her fellow stu-
dents. “It’s so cold. All the 
time. No matter what season 
it is. You just can’t get con-
sistency like that anywhere 
else on campus.”

Yes, in addition to the re-
nowned K-Plan, an exem-
plary study-abroad program, 
and internship opportuni-

ties up the wazoo, Kalama-
zoo College prides itself in 
offering students what few 
other colleges and univer-
sities across the nation are 
able to - a chance to study 
at a library in subzero tem-
peratures.

“I find the atmosphere 
of a tundra to be really 
bracing while I’m getting my 
work done,” says straight-
faced science major Kevin 
McCarty, his breath visibly 
condensing as he speaks. “It 
also helps me to preserve the 
cold blackness in my heart, 
which is always a bonus.”

“I spend as much time in 
the library as I possibly can; 
it’s where I’m most produc-
tive,” agrees Nesma Daoud 
K’20. “Not only does it phys-
ically numb your fingers so 
you can’t text, but I find the 
cold numbs me to the pain of 
paying $54,000 a year for an 
education. I think I’ll spend 
even more time there once 
Trump is sworn into office.”

But these frigid conditions 
are not only for the benefit 

More in four - except 
when it comes to the 

thermostat

Nebiyat Girma ‘20 and Nesma Daoud ‘20 stay cool in the library

of the students. As with any-
thing else, K College seeks 
to set an example of social 
justice by combating the in-
humane treatment of books 
that is sadly commonplace at 
other academic institutions 
around the world.

“As a vegan, I think it’s 

great that we keep the books 
cold. You know, like they 
are in the wild,” says vegan 
student Carmen Compton. 
“I love going to a school 
that really cares about that 
sort of thing. I mean, I’m a 
vegan, so that kind of thing 
is very important to me.”

Compton and her fellow 
students will be no doubt be 
thrilled about rumors of the 
library’s upcoming initia-
tive to rent out those useless 
study rooms that no one 
uses to local meat compa-
nies in need of a frosty place 
to hang giant slabs of beef.

upjohn keepS it chiLL

ADDIE DANCER
staff writer

“It’s only being considered 
right now,” said a representa-
tive for Upjohn Library. “But 
we thought, why limit what 
K has to offer to students and 
faculty? We ought to share 
it with the small business-
es of Kalamazoo as well.”

Many K students were 
eager about this past 
Tuesday at the Universi-
ty Roadhouse’s weekly 
Chicken Tender Tuesday 
event, but this time, not just 
discounted chicken finger 
baskets were at steak. 

“As a large group, we all 
decided to go on a group 
Tinder date to Roadhouse, 
making it Chicken Tinder 
Tuesday,” Kaitlyn Cour-
tenay ’17 said. “What we 
mean by a group Tinder 
date is a lot of us were tired 
of only hanging out with 
other K students, so about 
20 of us decided to match 
on Tinder, [a social media 
dating app], with Western 
students…each of us told 
them to meet us at Road-
house for chicken tenders 
at 9:30PM, but they didn’t 
know that I would show up 
with my friends.”

“There’s strength in 
numbers,” Jessica Magaña 
’17 said. “Since we don’t 
really communicate with a 
lot of Western students, we 
thought it best that we all go 
as a group to Roadhouse.”

“Of course we all pretend-
ed like we didn’t know each 
other and we all came sepa-
rately, but at the same time. 
This way, we come togeth-
er and we leave together,” 
Magaña added. “This dating 
method made me feel safe, 
knowing that there were 
about 20 other K students 
there, since I didn’t really 
know the guy I matched 
with.” 

Chicken Tinder Tuesday 
was reported to be a success 
by some participants, but a 
failure by others. 

Mason Higby ’17 was 
impressed with the girl he 
matched on Tinder with. 
“It’s about to be our one-
week anniversary,” Higby 
shared. 

Other participants, who 
chose to remain anonmy-
mous, did not have the same 

Students maximize 
opportunities with 
popular dating app

chicken tinder tueSday

JANELLE GRANT
Co-Editor-in-Chief

luck as Higby. “My date 
was actually on his phone 
the whole time matching 

Kalamazoo College senior 
Milton Smith ‘17 is set to 
graduate this coming Spring 
with a Bachelors’ of Arts 
in Economics. This comes 
as a surprise to many of 
Smith’s peers who claim he 
is nowhere near complet-
ing the major requirements. 

The Index sat down with 
Smith in a recent interview 
and asked him to share his 
academic record and plans. 
“I declared a major in eco-
nomics two years ago, so 
that’s what I’ll graduate 
with,” Smith simply ex-
plained.

Curiously, Smith has only 
taken one economics course 
at the college. The Index 
asked Smith to clarify how 
he’s gotten around the Reg-
istrar’s degree audit. 

“I just kept telling every-
one that I was pursuing a 
major in economics. Every-
one believed me, and soon 

Milton Smith is set to 
graduate this Spring with 

a degree in economics 
despite never registering 

for a 200-level class. 

ANDREW PARSONS 
news editor

enough the registrar accept-
ed what I’ve been saying 
for years, so it looks like 
I’ll be fine come Spring.”

Smith doesn’t think the 
absence of major-counting 
credits on his transcript will 
interfere with the degree 
conference. Smith claims to 
frequently read about eco-
nomics online and sees that 
as a substitute for his lack 
of approved course credit.

Smith willingly shared 
his academic history.

“I took Introduction to 
Economics 101 during my 
first-year,” Smith described, 
“but since then I haven’t 

taken another class toward 
my major.” He quickly 
corrected himself, saying, 
“that’s not true—I took 
Business Stats and Calcu-
lus too.”

“At the end of each quarter 
I would get excited, think-
ing that I would finally get 
a chance to enroll in a 200 
level economics course,” 
Smith told The Index, “but 
the classes would always fill 
up before I could register.”

Smith hinted that the de-
partment repeatedly told 
him to wait until the next 
term despite his growing 
concern of not being able to 

complete the major in four 
years. However, Smith real-
ized at the end of his junior 
year that he may be able to 
graduate with the degree 
without taking the remain-
ing 200, 300, and 400-level 
economics courses.

Smith’s academic advisor 
Dr. Karl Maynard noted the 
Economics Department’s 
course registration bottle-
neck, warning him early 
in his academic career that 
his chances of successful-
ly enrolling in a 200 level 
class were near naught. 
Instead, Dr. Maynard pushed 
Smith to consider enroll-

ing in Theatre, Music, and 
History classes.

“I’m a model liberal arts 
student here at the college,” 
Smith told The Index, con-
tinuing, “I’ve explored my 
other academic interests 
and taken classes outside of 
my focus area. But I don’t 
see why I should consid-
er pursuing another field 
of study...I’m so close to 
graduating with my degree 
in economics!”

The Economics De-
partment did not provide 
comment.     

with other students on 
Tinder,” K Student said. 
“It was funny because I saw 

other K students, who are 
my close friends, come up 
on this screen and he defi-

nitely swiped right on my 
best friend. It was a deal 
breaker.”

Photo Courtesy of University Roadhouse
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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Bashing on the Caf is part 
of every first-year’s initi-
ation into K College, and 
an essential part of every-
day interactions at Kalam-
azoo. One of the benefits, 
or drawbacks, of attending 
such a small institution is 
that all students with a meal 
plan must frequent the Caf. 
For many K students, com-
plaining about the culinary 
options available at the caf-

eteria is considered a colle-
giate sport.  

“It’s a great way to make 
friends,” said Susie Social-
ite. “If you run out of things 
to talk about there’s always 
the standard ‘so how about 
the Caf today?’”

A student’s Caf experience 
is often incomplete without 
some egregious offenses 
occurring in the pursuit of 
dinner. One common com-
plaint is the small size of the 
Caf’s ceramic blue bowls. 
For college students, bowls 
are mainly used to contain 
one of the essential food 
groups: cereal. The Caf’s 
small size of bowls is incon-
gruent with eating copious 

The incredibly pressing 
issues facing K 

students that totally 
merit mention in this 

newspaper

the StruGGLeS of caf eatinG

MEREDITH ASHTON
features editor

amounts of this substance. 
“Besides, who wants to be 

“that guy” precariously bal-
ancing two bowls of cereal 
throughout the cafeteria?” 
said John Worrywart.  

An even greater traves-
ty arises when, oftentimes 
towards the end of a meal, 
dinnerware such as forks, 
bowls, or mugs, will simply 
disappear from the Caf’s 
counters. This results in stu-
dents being reduced to such 
drastic measures as eating 
their swirled, soft-serve ice 
cream out of plastic bever-
age cups or attempting to 
munch through leafy salads 
hindered with a bulky spoon. 

Another critical issue is 

the distance between the 
seating and serving area. 
Many students will eat their 
meals without proper uten-
sils, especially if they are 
seated in the farthest reaches 
of the Stone Room, citing 
the long trek back to the 
Caf’s entrance as a barrier 
to a truly satisfying dining 
experience. 

The real mystery is the 
infamous “hot chocolate 
machine,” which is really 
only a hot beverage dispens-
er in the theoretical sense 
of the term, as nine out of 
ten times it can be reliably 
found “out of order.”

The Caf’s special dietary 
options are often the source 

of the loudest student pro-
tests. As the vegetarian sec-
tion’s tofu tastes exactly 
the same every single day, 
despite its creative label-
ing, some students are of 
the opinion that the tofu 
itself originates from one 
enormous block of tofu in 
the Caf’s back room, and 
that each day a new piece 
is shaved off, slathered in 
barbeque sauce, and given 
an interesting new name.

When it comes to com-
plaining about the Caf, 
nothing is sacred. Even 
the gluten-free cookies are 
on the chopping block for 
being prepared in too few 
of numbers. 

Brian Dietz the Director 
of Student Involvement at 
Kalamazoo College is start-
ing a new Student Organi-
zation that will debut first 
week of Winter Quarter. 

This club is very original 
from the other clubs on this 
campus because its main 

OSI’s Brian Dietz 
starts new Student 

Organization

donutS with dietz

JANELLE GRANT
co-editor-in-chief

JANAY JOHNSON
co-editor-in-chief

focus is donuts. In fact, the 
new organization’s name is 
to be Donuts with Dietz. 
The organization will be 
meeting weekly on Monday 
mornings.

“Each Monday morning, I 
will pick my favorite donut 
from Sweetwater’s and bring 

a bunch of that donut in 
for everyone to try,” Dietz 
said. “I think it’s a good 
way for the K community 
to connect over a little food 
and talk about something 
low stress…like donuts.”

“I think of Donuts with 
Dietz as a giant ice breaker,” 
Kaitlyn Courtenay ‘17 said. 
“It’s not like I’m going to 
talk about donuts for a whole 
hour, well, I mean, I might if 
the featured donut is really 
good.”

Dietz has opened up the 
organization to students, 
faculty, and staff because he 
feels that it’s going to be, 
“a lot of fun.” Even though 
Dietz is the brains behind 
the operation, he is nomi-
nating Jessica Magaña ‘17, 
who has exemplified many 
leadership skills as a senior 
at K and her favorite hobby 
is eating.

“Donuts with Dietz will be 
taking place in the Banquet 
Hall of Hicks. We hope 
this StuOrg will bring the 
campus closer through the 
connections made while 

trying such delectable 
treats,” Magaña said.

Dietz hopes that students 
will feel comfortable in this 
organization and he wants to 
bridge the gap between stu-
dents and faculty. He feels 
faculty cannot only provide 
salient academic support but 
also social support as a way 
to make students’ four years 
at K not only impactful but 
also enjoyable. 

“I want students to re-
member K as a place to 
learn and grow mentally 
but also as a place where 
many laughs were shared 
and fun times outnumbered 
the stressors,” Dietz said. 

Sweetwater’s Donuts

Of course, there is a 
suggestion box and a very 
helpful cafeteria staff who 
would be responsive to 
student critiques. However, 
as Brock Whiner concisely 
stated, “why would I write 
down a formal suggestion 
when it’s so much easier to 
just complain about it to my 
friends?” 

mentaL aGe Quiz
1. Which type of party do you prefer?
 a) Dancing like no one is watching in a club
 b) Just hanging out…chilling
 c) Dinner with friends in a snazzy cafe
 d) Tea party with lots of socializing
2. What kinds of book do you usually read?
 a) Horror
 b) Magazines
 c) Drama
 d) Romance
3. Who is your best friend?
 a) I have many…I’m popular
 b) They know who they are
 c) Who needs friends, I have food and TV 
 d) Your S.O.
4. Do you think you are old?
 a) No! Im youthful and hot!
 b) Yes. Just look at my Twitter 
 c) Yes. But I could be older
 d) I’m decrepit
5. You have come across an extra $2,000. What do you do?
 a) Hit the mall with some friends
 b) Buy a new tv and laptop
 c) Immediately book a flight to a tropical place with many palm trees
 d) Put it in savings

6. What is your lifelong dream?
 a) To be famous
 b) To have a high paying job
 c) To have a family
 d) To travel the world

If you answered mostly a’s- you are mentally In your 20’s 
You may still be unsure of some things but you are starting to understand life. You 

are living life and experiencing love and real connections. You’re all about having fun 
in the present and not really worrying about the future.

If you answered mostly B’s- you are mentally In your 30’s 
You are content, smart, and know what you want out of life. The world is at your 

fingertips. You are confident in your choices and are always in your prime.

If you answered mostly C’s- you are mentally In your 40’s 
You are very stable and sensible. You are at your prime and have come over a hump 

in life and it gets better from here. You’re practical but still adventurous and are always 
down for a good time. You appreciate the finer things in life and don’t settle. 

If you answered mostly d’s- you are mentally In your 50’s and older

You have a mature temperament and know which battles are worth the fight. You 
have the intelligence and poise of someone older than you. You are wise beyond your 
years. You have an old soul, mature tastes and know exactly what you want in life. 

The Index wishes you
a wonderful winter break! 

We will return third week next quarter!
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DEAR AMELIA: So I think 
guy in my psych class is really 
hot. We’ve talked a few times 
and he seems into it, but the 
issue is that he also talks to 
another girl a lot. What should 
I do to help my chances of 
getting with him? 

–INFATUATED

DEAR INFATUATED: 
Honestly, people lie, cheat, and 
are generally selfish. Scrap this 
endeavor entirely and invest in 
something worthwhile: stock. 
Royal Caribbean Cruises has 
taken hits in recent years but 
is poised for an upturn, since 
baby-boomers are getting 
older and less willing to travel 
to places without American-
style buffets. Happy investing!

DEAR AMELIA
DEAR AMELIA: I’m super 

into this girl who writes an 
advice column because she’s 
upfront and often wears 
matronly clothes. How do I 
get her to go with me to a nice 
caf dinner? –MAYBE YOU 
KNOW WH sO

DEAR OH I KNOW 
EXACTLY WHO: This is your 
last warning, David.

DEAR AMELIA: So my 
mom has this annoying habit 
of always texting me on Friday 
and Saturday nights just to see 
“what I’m up to.” I don’t want 
her to know that I’m partying, 
but I feel bad lying. –I’M A 
BIG BOY NOW

DEAR BIG BOY: Buddy I 
feel you. We both know the 
crafty gal is asking that with 
a purpose. More likely than 
not though she’s just trying 
to relive her blurry sorority 
days, but the poor thing 
has to do it through a son 

AmeliA Donohoe
Staff Writer

whose college probably has 
the highest concentration of 
people who become flustered 
when there are two parties 
going at the same time. Take 
pity and send her that selfie 
of you and everyone you’ve 
ever made out with sweating 
in an unfinished basement.

DEAR AMELIA:  My 
girlfriend and I have been 
fighting a lot lately. I’m having 
a hard time knowing whether 
to keep trying or just to end it. 
–JOHNNY s BE SAD

DEAR JOHNNY: Romance 
is like baked Alaska. Its flames 
are fed by passion and alcohol 
and no one knows exactly what 
it is. And when it’s inevitably 
extinguished, you’re left burnt, 
smelly, and alone under the 
critical eyes of people you don’t 
know. Put out the fire yourself, 
which you’ve cunningly done 
by including your first name. 
Instead of dating buy every 

The whole truth and 
nothing but the truth so 

help me dog

book you can find so that 
when the hipsters bring back 
reading, you’ll be ready to sell 
them ratty copies of Little 
House on the Prairie for $200.

DEAR AMELIA: Doing 
laundry intimidates me, help! 
–SCARED IN TROW

DEAR SCARED: No. There 
are step-by-step instructions 
on the wall. 

AmeliA Donohoe
Staff Writer

Activist, ink enthusi-
ast, and possibly still in 

college

people who were questionable 
friends to one another on 
issues their parents were 
grossly negligent in teaching 
them. The character that 
lingers still in our hearts and 
minds is Brittany, who just 
didn’t get it. 

You’d be lying to yourself if 
you said you weren’t curious 

Months have passed since 
K students stepped into an 
animated world to advise 

as to how she’s functioning in 
society today, or honestly at all.

Brittany Walton is a self-
described crusader for human 
rights. One month ago was 
the first meeting of her two-
member organization, called 
Blondes for the Rights of 
Blondes, which combats the 
heartbreaking hardships of 

just aren’t funny anymore.” 
According to the two senior 
captains, this decision has 
been a long time coming. 
“It just hasn’t been the same 
since Amy Poehler left,” says 
Clapton Marquis. 

Camille Wood, the other 
half of the leadership duo, had 
a more personal reason for 
deciding to leave. “I just woke 
up one day and realized...I’m 
not funny. What Adam Sandler 
is to late 2000s cinema is what 
I am to Monkapult. After 
soul searching and watching 

                    WHERE ARE THEY NOW: 
               BRITTANY FROM TITLE IX

Christopher Nolan’s Batman 
trilogy I decided the only way 
to save the team was to save it 
from myself. That’s why I left.” 

Faced with allegations 
that all Monkapult shows 
are scripted beforehand and 
aren’t all that funny to begin 
with, this decision may not 
come as a shock to the small 
percentage of people that 
actually go to the shows. “I 
don’t know if I want people to 
be laughing AT me or laughing 
WITH me. All I know is that 
no one is laughing. At all. 
Ever. I’ve lost my mojo,” claims 
sophomore member Kate 
Kreiss. Though the group is 
splitting, all members have 
decided to still stay friends, 
saying “even the though the 
laughter is gone, the sort of 
average memories remain.” 

There is still some question if 
personal issues are to blame for 

driving this odd group apart. 
When freshman Donovan 
Williams was asked about 
the impending split and if 
major personality differences 
played a role, he declined to 
comment. In this instance, his 
silence on the matter speaks 
louder than words. Whether 
it be related to lack of funny 
material, loss of mojo, or 
Batman references, the verdict 
is clear: Monkapult is done, 
though not many knew it was 
there in the first place. 

Some skeptics have doubted 
this announcement, insisting 
that “this is all some lame 
publicity stunt to get people 
to come to their shows”, 
however only time will tell 
what the real truth is. What 
can be said for certain about 
this news was summed up 
by Erin Smith, sophomore 
member of Monkapult. When 

MONKApULT DIsBANDs

VictoriA Beehler 
Contributer

“Popular” campus 
improv comedy 

troupe calls quits 
after realizing they 

aren’t funny.

interviewed about the split, 
she simply responded with “I 
can’t think of anything funny 
to say.”

being blonde.
“I can’t stand it when old 

Nancy Drew books call Nancy 
a ‘towhead.’ She is a beautiful 
character who doesn’t look 
anything like a toe. This is 
our fight,” laments Walton, in 
a manner so earnest it makes 
you wonder if your entire 
existence is a sham.

Unfor tunate ly,  she 
continues. “Barbie, the law 
student from that one movie, 
Fred in Scooby-Doo, Mrs. 
Piggy, Golden Retrievers. All 
deeply affected. This is not 
about feminism because I still 
like men. This is about the 
systematic oppression of the 
blonde because other men and 
women have it way easier.”

Honestly we as a publication 
have no idea how to even 
respond to that.

Though not apparent in 
the videos, Walton also has a 
budding passion for tattoos. 

She has a martini glass on the 
back of her neck and Chinese 
characters our editor has 
translated to mean “pickle 
farmer” keeping her right 
ankle culturally aware.

But the most symbolic 
piece emblazons her arm. 
“Wanderlost” is written in 
Papyrus, or the universal font 
of fifth graders who want to 
add some spice to their ancient 
Egypt projects.

“It means that you like 
hiking in impractical clothing 
and taking pictures of it,” she 
gushes. “I mean I don’t like 
travel but it’s a super easy way 
to pretend I do.”

She also has cultivated 
strong opinions on topics 
such as Whole Foods, The 
Dark Knight Trilogy, and 
kickboxing classes, which 
seem to culminate in the words 
“liberal agenda.”

Walton is kept company in 

her off-campus apartment by 
two small dogs that may or 
may not just be clumps of 
Betty White’s hair with battery 
packs and boyfriend Joe, who 
generally has no idea what’s 
going on.

Kalamazoo’s improv 
comedy troupe Monkapult 
disbanded last week, citing 
lack of humor, distaste for 
jokes, and a sense that “we 

Columnist Amelia Donohoe with her boyfriend

One of Brittany’s beloved dogs

Photo courtesy of Victoria Beehler
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Athlete Profile: Kaitlyn Courtenay ‘17

Kaitlyn Courtenay ’17 has 
not only started a new sport 
team at Kalamazoo College, 
but she is taking on the stress 
of being a student athlete for 
the first time in her senior year. 

“I was nervous to start 
the Nordic Walking team at 
K because I wasn’t sure if 

JAnelle GrAnt
Co-Editor-in-Chief

Senior takes on 
new sport

Looking for ways to support Standing Rock, ND? 
Help Kalamazoo Advocates Raise Funds for Supporters

https://www.gofundme.com/standing-rock-egidio

anyone would join,” Courte-
nay said. “Nordic Walking is 
a sport where you pretty much 
walk in harsh climates and 
you use specifically design 
walking poles to help you 
balance.”

Unfortunately, she was 
right. The Kalamazoo College 
Cricket Team is made up of 
one student, Kaitlyn Cour-
tenay. 

Courtenay is not letting this 
upset her and distract her from 
her game. “I have the support 
of the College, my family, 

and my friends and that’s all 
I needed. That and a uniform, 
but the school is giving me a 
really fancy one and that’s 
kind of why I wanted to start a 
sports team…a cute uniform,” 
she said.

When The Index asked 
Courtenay why not join an 
existing team if it’s all about 
the uniform, she told us that 
she is not very athletic. 

“I am really proud of 
Kaitlyn for starting this team,” 
Paris Weisman ’17 said, who 
is a friend of Courtenay. “It 

takes a lot of time to coordi-
nate something like this. She 
did ask me to sign up to play, 
but I’ve never participated in 
Nordic Walking before so I 
respectfully declined.”

“I was really hoping that 
people who are good at sports 
would sign up, but since they 
didn’t I guess I’ll really have 
to try my best,” Courtenay 
said. “With the season coming 
up, I’m really nervous and I 
hope people will come to my 
Nordic Walking meets!”

The Index promised Court-

ney that her meets will be in-
cluded in our weekly sporting 
event calendar for those from 
the K community who wish 
to support the lone athlete. 

Photo Courtesy of Kaitlyn 
Courtenay
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