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Senior etiquette Dinner:
ProfeSSional WorlD

The Senior Etiquette 
Dinner, sponsored by the 
Center for Career and 
Professional Development 
and Alumni Association, 
was a formal three course 
meal that not only allowed 
seniors to enjoy free food 
but also network with 
alumni, converse with 
professors in a relaxed 

setting and practice 
techniques they will need 
after graduation in June. 

Rachel B. Wood, 
Assistant Director of the 
CCPD, was the host of 
the dinner. Seniors were 
first allowed to mingle 
with alumni, professors 
and other seniors during 
appetizers. During dinner, 
breaks were taken to 
learn about etiquette 
during formal dinners and 
professional events as well 
as to talk with alumni, 
professors and other guests 
who were interwoven 

between students at 
tables. For example, 
during one break, Wood 
demonstrated the proper, 
professional way to give 
a handshake and everyone 
in attendance practiced 
this technique. Other 
important information was 
presented, including what 
to wear to an interview. 

“This dinner helped me 
see what exactly to wear 
to an interview based on 
the position I am applying 
for as well as the type of 
business. I have been on 
job interviews before and 

Seniors network with professors and alumni and develop professional techniques [Janay Johnson / The Index]

always thought there was 
just one type of dress no 
matter the position,” Erin 
Byrd ’17 said.

Alumni who had a wide 
variety of majors when 
they attended K were 
in attendance to talk to 
seniors about where they 
are now and how they 
got there. To spark initial 
conversation between 
seniors and alumni, the 
countries where alumni 
studied abroad were 
indicated on their nametag 
with the national flag. 
Seniors were able to talk 

to alumni about their SIPs, 
majors, plans for their 
career and graduate school 
and gain tips and tricks 
from the alumni who 
have navigated life after 
graduating from K. 

“I am very glad I went to 
this dinner because I was a 
little nervous about post 
K life and being able to 
talk to alumni about what 
they have done since they 
graduated provided me 
with some relief. I see that 
while I don’t have a solid 
plan now, I might have a 
winding path ahead of me 

but taking chances and 
finding what I love will be 
worth it,” Jack Fowler ’17 
said.

This Senior Etiquette 
Dinner was just one of 
the many opportunities 
for seniors to network, 
learn proper etiquette 
and learn how to become 
a professional adult. 
For additional help with 
networking, applying to 
graduate school or jobs 
as well as etiquette, the 
CCPD is always available 
to help facilitate your 
professional development.  

BriDge to the 

CCPD aids in the 
transition from college to 

post-undergrad

JANAY JOHNSON 
co-editor-in-chief

While children across 
the nation can easily recall 
the opening lines of Martin 
Luther King’s (MLK) I have 
a dream speech, the ongoing 
nature of that dream is often 
forgotten today. Last Fri-
day’s Community Reflection 
focused on “The Transfor-
mative Power of a Unified 
Dream,” bringing together 
students, staff, and faculty 
with several discourses on 

the application of MLK’s 
dream almost fifty years 
after its inception. 

The event kicked off a 
series of MLK events oc-
curring in Kalamazoo, in-
cluding the MLK Commem-
orative Walk, Readings and 
Reflections, and an MLK 
movie night in the Intercul-
tural Center. Each speaker 
expounded upon the themes 
of transformation and unity, 
sharing with the audience 
their personal perspective on 
racial issues in the United 
States. 

The Community Reflec-
tion began with a speech 
on what the dream looks 
like for Lizbeth Mendoza 

Pineda, who works in the 
Center for International Pro-
grams. The speaker’s parents 
were both Mexican immi-
grants who encouraged their 
daughter to achieve a college 
degree. Mendoza Pineda 
views “unified dreams as 
acts of resistance.” 

Robert Davis, K’19, fol-
lowed with the “hope that 
the seeds of power and re-
sistance planted by MLK 
continue to grow.” Davis 
allowed the audience to 
create its own definitions for 
discourse, describing “trans-
formative” as a manner of 
change, “power” as form 
of accountability, and “re-
sistance” as an act love. 

A reflection on the 
ongoing and personal 

nature of MLK’s legacy 
as it applies today 

MlK CoMMunity refleCtion: “the DreaM” toDay

MEREDITH ASHTON
features editor

Davis found his person-
al power and resistance in 
the form of writing, and he 
shared his poem, “Consider 
This My Apology,” with the 
group. Davis continued the 
theme of an ongoing vision 
of MLK’s legacy, encourag-
ing all present to “continue 
dreaming, damn it.”

The Reflection then pre-
sented a new perspective, 
inviting Sam Weaver, K’17, 
to the stage to speak on 
racial justice through the 
lens of whiteness. Weaver 
explained the whitewashed 
history of the Civil Rights 
movement that schoolchil-
dren in the U.S. receive, 
and emphasized that there 

are many more racial nar-
ratives that remain untold 
or still unfolding. She ex-
plained rugged individu-
alism as being a barrier to 
community and racial unity 
in our country today. 

The final speaker was 
Natalia Carvalho-Pinto, the 
Director of the Intercultur-
al Center on campus. She 
explained, “I don’t protest 
because that’s not my thing. 
That’s not the only way 
to resist.” Instead, Carval-
ho-Pinto works with K stu-
dents towards the internal 
processing of resistance, es-
pecially in terms of racial 
justice. She finds her per-
sonal transformative power 

through her relationships 
with these students on their 
own journeys against op-
pression stating, “Resis-
tance is happening here. 
It’s happening everyday. 
And I’m so grateful to be a 
part of that process.”

Natalia Carvalho-Pinto 
speaks at last Friday’s MLK 

Reflection
(Meredith Ashton /

The Index)
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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With little else to do on 
the Sunday afternoon before 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, 
Chris Fludas K’16 and I set 
off to answer a question that 
burned deep inside both of 
us: is half off a big burrito 
worth a two-hour walk? 

We left  Kalamazoo 
College Campus at 3:30 with 
a coupon for a free quesadil-
la or ½ off a big burrito at 
The Big Burrito in Kalam-
azoo. After two major nav-
igation setbacks we made 
it to the restaurant around 
5:30, tired and ready to eat. 

We ordered our 12-inch 
beef burrito with toma-
toes, onions, refried beans, 
cheese, and lettuce for just 
over five dollars. Our total 
cost: five dollars, some 
change, and two hours of 
our lives. We sat down in 
the small Mexican themed 
dining room and about five 
minutes later our burrito was 
in front of us. The kitchen 
had pre-split the burrito 
but the two halves were still 
huge. Very unceremonious-
ly we dug in. 

I’m no burrito expert but 
I enjoy a good burrito. That 

being said, the big burrito at 
The Big Burrito was good. It 
was what I look for in a ten 
dollar, 12-inch burrito. From 
greasy beef, to heavy refried 
beans, to thinly cut lettuce. 
However, both Fludas and 
I quickly began having a 
problem with the thinness 
of the tortilla, a problem 
that was somewhat over-
whelming and largely led 
us to the conclusion that 
no, in the case of the big 
burrito at The Big Burrito, a 
two hour walk is not worth 
½ off a ten dollar burrito. 

We looked to confirm our 
findings with fellow custom-
ers and had the lucky chance 
to run into fellow K stu-
dents Jordan Skidmore K’16, 
Abby Calef K’15, and Sophie 

StuReps decided upon 
preferred mode of 
communication

[William Mierz/ The Index].

Martin K’15 who were also 
utilizing their coupons. 

Skidmore said he went to 
the Big Burrito “because [I] 
had a coupon and wanted 
free dinner.” 

Skidmore and Calef 
ordered a pulled chicken 
quesadilla. Martin ordered 
a beef quesadilla but paid 
a dollar and six cents for 
extra fillings. 

In all, Big Burrito made 
one dollar and six cents 
off the group of three who 
had driven across town 
because as Martin said “I 
had a coupon and I wanted 
free food.”

We also learned from 
Martin that she did not 
utilize her Cottage Inn 
coupon, which was direct-

ly next to Big Burrito, last 
year because she didn’t have 
a car. 

We asked two Big Burrito 
employees, Tommy Harker 
and Will Whittington, for  
their thoughts on the ef-
fectiveness of the coupons 
distributed to K students. 

“We see an increase in 
customers, obviously it’s 
good for business. But the 
owner keeps all the numbers 
a secret” Harker said.

“It’s kinda hard to tell at 
this point because regard-
less of whatever promotion 
we put out, we’re going to 
see an increase in custom-
ers with the students coming 
back from break,” said Whit-
tington.

Unless you very much 

enjoy walking, we advise 
strongly against making 
the hike to the Big Burrito 
on foot, but we do advise 
driving over there any time 
and smashing some deli-
cious burritos. 

Although our final con-
clusion to our original ques-
tion is no, ½ off a burrito is 
not worth a two hour walk, 
we still had an awesome 
day finding out. To top it 
off, Skidmore gave us a ride 
back to campus. 

iS half off a Big Burrito Worth a tWo hour WalK?

WILLIAM MIERZ
staff writer

Horns honking and radio 
dials switching set the scene 
as “La La Land” opens. It is a 
Los Angeles expressway and 
traffic is at a complete stop. 
Suddenly, a young woman 
breaks out of her car and 
starts singing and dancing 
to the song, “Another Day of 
Sun,” which is blaring from 
her radio. The atmosphere 
transitions from miffed 
impatience to heartwarm-
ing solidarity as musicians, 
singers and dancers get out 
of their cars to perform a 
number about passionately 
chasing your dreams in Hol-
lywood, regardless of failure 
or almost-loves. The scene 
ends with everyone getting 
back into their cars, and 
horns honking again. The 
opening number epitomizes 
the film: romance, career en-
deavors, eventual failure of 
either love or career. These 
are all textbook characteris-
tics of almost every romance 
movie but, “La La Land” will 
charm you with its catchy 

Ryan Gosling and 
Emma Stone turn a 

romantic cliché into a 
musical spectacular 

SHARMEEN CHAUHDRY
staff writer

songs, dance numbers and 
artful displays.

“La La Land,” written 
and directed by Damien 
Chazelle, follows both Mia 
(Emma Stone) and Sebas-
tian’s (Ryan Gosling) lives 
as they go about their days 
as an aspiring actress and 
a jazz enthusiast looking 
for a business opportunity. 
Mia moved to Los Angeles 
from Boulder City, Nevada 
to make it big in the movies, 
following in her aunt’s foot-
steps while Sebastian sought 
his dream to open his own 
jazz club. They meet and fall 
in love while in the process 
of finding success in their 
careers, all while dancing 

and sometimes singing.
This film’s identity as a 

musical is what made it 
worth watching. Not all the 
dance numbers have lyrics in 
the music, which make for 
more powerful scenes for the 
actors involved. The impor-
tance of music throughout 
the film also makes the si-
lences much more profound, 
pulling viewers in. The music 
is so constant that when it 
stops, it carries the weight 
of the emotion in the actors’ 
dialogue and hits you right 
in the heart. 

Certain scenes would nor-
mally be unbearably cliché, 
but they are done so taste-
fully that they will win you 

over. The way the musical 
numbers at times stray com-
pletely from reality add to 
the art of the movie. In one 
scene, Mia and Sebastian 
are lifted off the ground 
while dancing, and al-
though this was not nec-
essary for the storyline, it 
added a charm to the per-
formance not easily for-
gotten. Another scene in 
which Mia’s thoughts drift 
to a montage between 
fond memory and all that 
could have been, is a prime 
example of the way in which 
“La La Land” emphasizes 
something being displayed 
as more important than what 
is being said. The montage 

includes a variety of colors 
and different avenues 
through which the actors 
perform an alternate life for 
the two main characters. It 
turns from the actors them-
selves dancing to silhouettes 
of them and many more dif-
ferent styles of art incorpo-
rating their interests. 

As for the storyline, it was 
predictable and flat. Like 
most romantically-themed 
movies, the main charac-
ters’ first interactions are 
marked with conflict, first 
in a car as Sebastian passes 
Mia, and again at the restau-
rant he works in when she 
wants to compliment him, 
but he walks passed her 
without a second look. The 
two cross paths repeatedly 
until they begin to exchange 
clever remarks, eventually 
falling in love. She leaves her 
current boyfriend to follow 
her heart, all run-of-the-mill 
components of a romantic 
movie. They do not end up 
together because success gets 
in the way of their romance, 
as they choose a love for 
their careers over their love 
for each other. Nonethe-
less, “La La Land” redeems 
itself through its musical 
and visual vibrancy.

la la lanD, a MuSiCal taKe on the orDinary

Stone and Gosling [Ayla Hull / The Index].

reD CroSS BlooD Drive

KalaMazoo 
College

hiCKS Banquet 
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thurSDay, January 
19, 2017
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The assassination of 
Martin Luther King im-
pacted individuals across 
the nation, and the commu-
nity at Kalamazoo College 
was no exception. The Black 
Student Organization (BSO) 
formed in 1968 in direct 
response to MLK’s death. 
The purpose of the BSO, 
according to their constitu-
tion, is for “learning more 
about ourselves and relating 
our experiences to the black 
community as a whole.”

The group demanded in-
creased black student en-
rollment, greater black rep-
resentation in the faculty 
and staff, and more courses 
offered in the area of African 
American studies. Today, 
the BSO and the Intercul-
tural movement continue to 
pursue these same demands. 

The BSO jump-start-
ed their initiative to in-
crease the enrollment of 
students of color, visit-
ing local high schools and 
targeting African Ameri-
can seniors. Later, the BSO 
would follow-up with visits 
to graduate’s homes in order 
to discuss the benefits of a 

collegiate, and specifical-
ly Kalamazoo College, ed-
ucation. 

The BSO experienced 
several confrontations 
with the College over the 
organization’s demands and 
funding requests between 
1968 and 1969. The Kalam-
azoo College President at 
the time, Weimer K. Hicks, 
responded to the BSO’s 
demands in the following 
letter, titled “Details on the 
Black Student Demands” 
from the K College Archives. 

MLK’s assassination 
sparks the formation of 

the BSO

“BSO Student Protesters” (Courtesy of the Kalamazoo College Archives)

“All of this now means 
a change in the modus 
operandi of ‘our colleges. 
For years we have brought 
Negroes to the campus and 
saturated them with a white 
culture. Basically, we have 
tried to make them over. 
We have actually befriend-
ed them without making 
them our equals. Kalama-
zoo College has truly been 
a microcosm of the socio-
logical phenomena.”

Despite the student pro-
tests, the BSO and the col-

lege’s administration were 
able to begin increasing 
the admission of students 
of color. The Kalamazoo 
College Class of 1969 had 
seven black students, which 
amounted to a mere 3.3% of 
the total student body, ac-
cording to the Kalamazoo 
College archives. By 1972 
this number had increased 
to 19 black students, par-
tially due to the efforts of 
the BSO. 

President Hicks supported 
these institutional changes, 

writing in the same letter on 
black student demands that 
“First, we should understand 
that the Black Students have 
given us their first demands, 
not their last. We must rec-
ognize that we must add to 
our faculty a representative 
number of Black professors. 
We must alter our curricu-
lum to include Black history 
and culture, for the benefit 
of our white youth as well 
as our Black.”

On August 1st, 1969 Mr. 
Phillip M. Jackson, the first 

MLK’s IMpact at K

MEREDITH ASHTON
features editor

QueerIng the cannon, how and why
Musical group, Brunch 

Project Productions, 
share the importance of 

art in social justice.

Winter break ended and 
The Arcus Center sprung 
right in to hosting events 
dedicated to making the 
world a more just place. The 
Brunch Project Productions 
duo, Ian McGuffin and Cas-
sandra Kaczor, held a special 
workshop for people inter-
ested in social justice lead-
ership before their musical 
performance entitled “The 
Dried Tobacco Plant,” on 
Wednesday. 

“Art speaks to a lot of dif-
ferent people in a lot of dif-
ferent ways,” said Kaczor 
to explain their work and 
show the importance of in-
tersectionality between the 
arts and social change. 

She explained that her 
passion for women’s issues 
and sexual assault awareness 
led her to combining her 
abilities as a pianist to help 
promote a positive change. 

“You can care about some-
thing as much as you want, 
but unless you can sell what 
you care about to somebody 

else, then unfortunately it 
just lives in your mind,” 
said Kaczor to drive home 
the point of materializing 
one’s ideas for social impact. 

The workshop was in-
formal while Kaczor and 
McGuffin made the atmo-
sphere a safe place to share 
ideas. This complemented 
their purpose, which ex-
pected people to come up 
with ideas for social change, 
some based on very person-
al and painful experiences. 
The group of about 20 at-

tendees all had ideas they 
could potentially +imple-
ment ranging from climate 
change initiatives to sexual 
assault awareness to BDSM/
polyamorous rights. Once 
everyone came up with 
an idea, they divided into 
groups, which included 
people with similar art forms 
or social goals to create a 
project that would be as eye 
catching as it was impactful 
in society. The results ranged 
from a documentary of how 
disabled people are treated 

SHARMEEN CHAUHDRY
staff writer

Black faculty member at 
K, began his duties as the 
Calder Chair of Urban So-
ciology. The college was also 
actively searching for ad-
ditional African American 
candidates for positions at 
the college. –

While there have been in-
stitutional changes since the 
confrontations of 1968 and 
1969, many of the demands 
first made by the BSO are 
still being pursued today 
on K’s campus. 

K students propose ideas for social change at Queering the Cannon workshop [Sharmeen Chauhdry / The Index]
in society and how that in-
tersects with issues such as 
climate change or LGBTQ 
rights, to an art piece relat-
ing to sexual assault survi-
vors, to a Q&A with World 
War II survivors and its 
effects on them. McGuffin 
then spoke to the motivated 
group about how they could 
materialize their projects by 
teaching them how to write 
a grant proposal. 

The two also discussed 
their musical group, and its 
intentions, which are based 

in social justice roots. Mc-
Guffin sings as Kaczor plays 
pieces on the piano that she 
has composed herself. The 
show they performed on 
Wednesday draws from a 
book called You’re Uninvit-
ed by Will Brooks. Brooks 
has a personal relationship 
with McGuffin, as they grew 
up together. The book is 
a composition of poems 
about the effect bullying 
has on LGBTQ youth. The 
trio has created an emotion-
al and powerful project that 

shows just how much bully-
ing effects kids, and why it 
is necessary to end harass-
ment of LGBTQ youth. 

“We are adamant about 
creating art to make the 
world a better place because, 
why not,” said McGuffin, 
sharing a goal common 
among all the people in at-
tendance. 

sophoMore decLaratIon 
oF Major day

Monday oF 5th weeK
( january 30)

Common time (10:55-11:55)
HiCks Banquet Room

All academic departments will be represented for sophomores to quickly and easily declare their major/minor/concentration*

        *all sophomores must declare a major prior to spring class registration

 Have some delicious Major Declaration Cake!
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serIousLy - thanKs, obaMa

On November 9th, 2016, 
Kalamazoo College was pretty 
quiet.

I visited typically-bustling 
places on campus to find them 
still and hushed. I heard reports 
from friends and strangers 
alike of half-full classrooms 
and aching silence from K’s 
most dynamic professors. I 
know international students 
who were only half-joking 
about packing up and returning 
home; I know American 
students who longed to go 
with them.

And boy, did I feel for our 
tour guides. There should be 
medals for trying to convince 
high school seniors how much 
fun the college can be as teary-
eyed students passed by in 
droves on the way to Upjohn.

K, like the rest of the 
country, has had to grapple 
with the sickeningly-tangible 
reality of the impending 
Trump administration, when 
so many of us thought, not so 
long ago, the very notion was 
laughable. Maybe the blow 
would have been softer had the 
pollsters not been so wrong, 

Thoughts on the man and 
the meme we all took for 

granted

or maybe knowing would 
have made the whole ordeal 
that much worse. Maybe it 
doesn’t matter.

There are a lot of reasons to 
fear. You know them, you’ve 
probably felt them. President-
elect Trump fails to inspire 
confidence; as of Friday, a 
Quinnipiac University poll 
has him at an abysmal 37% 
approval rating, the lowest of 
any president-elect in decades 
(sad!).

But for a moment - one of 
the few we’re likely to get in 
the next four years - let’s not 
talk about the chauvinistic 
circus peanut.

Instead, the country has 
a few shining days left of 
President Barack Hussein 
Obama - sitting pretty at a 55% 
approval rating - alongside his 
brilliant, beautiful daughters 
and an absolute marvel of a 
First Lady. I propose that, 
instead of waiting in agony 
for January 20th to come, 
we relish these final days, 
and hope they will give us 
strength for what may come.

Politics aside - a hard way 
to operate these days - there 
will be much to miss as our 
president leaves office. It 
will be some time until we 
have a White House family 
as beloved, as relatable, or as 

scandal-free as the Obamas. It 
may also be a long time before 
we have another president 
who is so overwhelmingly 
human; one who tells copious 
amounts of dad jokes, dances 
with Ellen DeGeneres, and 
makes fun of himself in Vines. 

And, of course, we will never 
again know a political love 
story as pure and true as that 
of Barack Obama and Joe 
Biden - nor will the memes 
ever be so dank.

So thank you, President 
Obama - for your grace, your 

compassion, your humor, and 
your heart. May you enjoy a 
well-deserved break, and may 
you return to us and to the 
public sphere soon: honest, 
unapologetic, and prepared 
to crusade. May you and 
yours continue to thrive as 

you continue on into this next 
phase of life, and may your 
legacy endure the uncaring 
wrath of ignorant men just 
as you have for the last eight 
years.

The Index
The Student-Run Paper of 

Kalamazoo College Since 1877

1200 Academy St.
Kalamazoo, MI 48306

index@kzoo.edu

The opinions expressed herein are solely the works of their authors and do not necessarily constitute the official position of The Index. Letters to the editor are welcome, but may be edited for length, grammar and libel.  Please direct 
submissions to our email: index@kzoo.edu. For our complete editorial and submissions policy, please visit www.thekzooindex.com

Addie dAncer
opinions editor

Barack Obama, 44th president of the United States, will leave office January 20th, 2017 (Getty Images)

prIvacy In MotIon

The  t echno log ica l 
advancements of the past 
twenty years has undoubtedly 
created a dependency on the 
very technology that it has 
produced. As a result, further 
research of new methods for 
utilizing old components has 
been fostered, encouraging the 
creation of new products. Most 
notably, researchers at both 
Peking University and MIT 
have discovered new ways 
of analyzing data collected 
between Wi-Fi signals.

In analyzing the information 
delivered between two Wi-Fi 
sources, human movement 
has been discovered to be 
accurately detected. This 
ability of a device to recognize 
the location of objects 
around itself, a technological 
b reakthrough,  could 
revolutionize the way baby 
monitors or security devices 
are made - but holds far less 
marketable implications for 
user privacy.

It is no secret that the privacy 
people were once privileged 
enough to experience is now 
as outdated as the technology 
that once offered it. Even so, 

Wi-Fi signal able to track 
human movement - but 

at what cost?

this resigned acceptance fails 
to assuage the overwhelmingly 
negative opinion towards 
government collection of 
personal information. An 
entity with access to received 
data between the wifi routers 
now holds an immense amount 
of power, never before fully 
realized, power which could 
end up in the hands of anyone 
with the right knowledge of 
the system, including a federal 
agency, if a court order were to 
be made against the provider.

Even so, despite threats to 
privacy, there are compelling 
reasons to still consider 
utilizing wireless data 
technology. Those working on 
the project at MIT have found 
an even more practical use: 
monitoring breathing and heart 
rate. This new characteristic, 
with the ability to collect 
information even from 
individuals on the other side 
of a wall, can be interpreted 
a number of different ways.

“Just by knowing how 
people breathe and how 
their hearts beat in different 
emotional states, we can 
look at a random person’s 
heartbeat and reliably detect 
their emotions,” said MIT 
student Mingmin Zhao, one of 
the cowriters of the published 
paper on the topic. 

Preexisting knowledge 

of emotions in relation to 
breathing and heart rate 
has made it simple for the 
interpreters of this new 
information to read the 
emotions of those in the signal 
with incredible accuracy, 
which can vastly assist those 
working in the medical field.

“This opens up the 
possibility of learning 

more about conditions like 
arrhythmia, and potentially 
exploring other medical 
applications that we haven’t 
even thought of yet,” said the 
other student co-author of the 
paper, Fadel Adib.

The advantages to having 
this kind of technology 
within hospitals and clinics 
around the world could prove 

incredibly beneficial to the 
health of those being treated. 
There is even potential for 
diagnosing illnesses which 
impact the mood of a patient, 
such as depression and other 
mental health disorders which 
inhibit the happiness.

It is a long road ahead to 
apply these findings to the 
medical and surveillance field 

- but with time, the question 
will undoubtedly arise as 
to whether the benefits of 
wireless data technology 
outweigh the very real threat 
to privacy.

GAbe StAnley 
staff writer

From left to right: MIT PhD students Fadel Adib and Mingmin Zhao with Professor Dina Katabi
[Photo courtesy of Jason Dorfman]
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Marching Masses

Amidst a sea of 
pink knitted hats and 
handmade signs, around 
50 Kalamazoo College 
students and faculty joined 
an estimated 500,000 
people in the Women’s 
March on Washington to 
protest President Donald 
Trump’s inauguration, 
in Washington, D.C. on 
January 21.

Rachel Wasserman 
‘20 played a key role 
in mobilizing a group 
of 22 students to attend 
the March in D.C. “My 
biggest motivation was 
for us to go and then 
be motivated after--to 
come back and want to 
continue fighting and to 
continue being ready to 
push forward because I 
think that a lot of people 
were really drained, 
especially the day after the 
inauguration. We were just 
ready to push forward,” 
said Wasserman. 

At 10:00AM, the event 
kicked off with a pre-

March rally. Speakers 
demanded the security of 
rights for marginalized 
groups including but 
not limited to: women, 
the LGBTQ community, 
African Americans, 
native peoples, muslims, 
undocumented workers, 
people with disabilities, 
and women in prison. 
People lined up for 
blocks, some climbing 
onto benches or into trees 
to watch the speakers 
livestreamed on giant 
screens. 

“This is at that moment 
in time for our country, 
when we are collectively 
looking in the mirror 
and with furrowed brow 
asking this question, who 
are we?” opened newly-
elected California Senator 
Kamala Harris. “We must 
recommit our power 
and our purpose. Let’s 
make today a beginning.” 
Numerous other speakers 
also took the stage, 

including the four 
founders of the March--
Tamika Mallory, Carmen 
Perez, Linda Sarsour, and 
Bob Bland.

Following the rally, 
chants resounded through 
the streets as hundreds of 
thousands marched the two 
miles from Constitution 
Avenue to the White 
House. Waving posters, 
the masses exploded with 
the choruses of This Land 
Is Your Land, “Not my 
president,” and “We want 
a leader, not a creepy 
tweeter!”

Participant Claire 
Greening ‘19 shared 
her motivation behind 
marching: “I wanted to use 
my voice and my privilege 
as a white woman to 
advocate not only for 
women’s rights but for 
Black Lives Matter, for 
support of trans or gender 
nonconforming folks, 
for native rights, for 
women in prison, and for 

Women’s March packs the streets of D.C. during rally [Ayla Hull / The Index].

peoples who are the most 
vulnerable under this new 
administration.”

Emiliana Renuart 
‘20 echoed Greening’s 
rhetoric, commenting, 
“I march because I 
am an intersectional 
feminist who believes 
in advocating on behalf 
of and addressing the 
needs of all marginalized 
communities, especially 
those attacked 
specifically by the Trump 
administration. I march 
because I believe it’s 
possible to be appreciative 
of the privileges afforded 
to me, while still having 
critical discussion about 
systemic problems in 
America.” Renuart 
concluded, “I came home 
from the march feeling 
energized to start some 
really hard, emotional, 
tedious work that addresses 
all the intersections of 
identity that change the 

way we interact with and 
move through American 
society and its systems 
and institutions.”

Between 5 to 10 
students also participated 
in Kalamazoo’s very own 
Sister March on that same 
Saturday, in solidarity 
with the March in D.C. 
and numerous other 
Sister Marches across 
the country. Over 1,000 
people marched the three- 
mile trek from Western 
Michigan University’s 
Campus to the Kalamazoo 
Mall and back. Many held 
signs that read similar to 
those in D.C.: “our rights 
are not up for grabs and 
neither are we” and “we 
are the resistance.” One 
little girl marched down 
the street waving a “just 
wait ‘til I can vote” sign.

Kalamazoo marcher 
Annarosa Whitman ‘20 
shared, “The best part of 
the day was when I was 

done and finished with 
the march and I was back 
in my room and I went on 
social media and saw all 
these women I had grown 
up with who had also 
participated in marches 
all over the country. That 
was the best feeling that 
we were all connected 
and all standing up for our 
rights all together even 
if we were separated by 
location.”

When asked what 
success for this movement 
looks like, Wasserman 
concluded, “If we get 
in the heads of one 
Congressperson, of one 
of the secretaries, of one 
person, we’ve made a 
change and that in my 
eyes--all of us marching 
and all of us wanting 
to continue to make a 
change--I would consider 
that a success.”

with the 

K students and faculty 
join Women’s Marches 
throughout the country 

to protest Trump 
Administration

AYLA HULL
news editor

ADDIE DANCER
staff writer

K students participate in D.C. rally [Ayla Hull / The Index].

Protest signs lie scattered at a Metro station after the March [Ayla Hull / The Index].
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
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a whole.
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This past weekend, about 
one hundred K students and 
faculty loaded buses and 
traveled to Angola, IN to 
embark on a weekend of 
discussion, workshops and 
making connections they 
would have never made 
on campus. Each year, The 
Posse Foundation and Posse 
Scholars hold a weekend 
long PossePlus Retreat 
in which members of the 
student body, faculty and 
administration are in atten-
dance to discuss issues and 
historical events chosen by 
the Posse Scholars. 

The Posse Foundation was 
founded in 1989 and they 
are partnered with 30 col-
leges including Kalamazoo 
College. Posse Scholars are 
students from public high 
schools who exemplify ac-
ademic and leadership ex-
cellence. Here at K, there 
are four groups of Posse 
Scholars from each year and 
K has been in partnership 
with the Posse Foundation 
for the past eight years, with 
the ninth group of Posse 
Scholars arriving on campus 
in the fall. 

“Being a posse scholar 
reaches beyond the scope of 
ones own personal growth 
in ethics, academia and life. 
Being a posse scholar bears 
the weight of impacting 
those around you through 

propelling the ripple of 
change within the campus 
and community,” said Aaron 
McKay ’17 from Kalamazoo 
Posse 5. 

The PossePlus Retreat 
(PPR) began with the Posse 
Scholars at Vanderbilt Uni-
versity. They wanted to make 
a positive difference on 
their campus and worked 
with their Posse mentors to 
create the PossePlus Retreat. 
This was a weekend of col-
laborating and discussion 
through workshops designed 
to tackle important nation-
al and campus issues that 
were encountered on a daily 
basis such as race and pol-
itics. The retreat was a safe 
space for discourse among 
students, faculty and admin-
istration who are not ordi-
narily in interaction with 
each other. This safe space 

The Posse Plus retreat 
took place this past 

weelend

Kalamazoo College’s Senior Posse Scholars
[Photo Courtest of Jessica Magana].

still exists today at the re-
treats as they have begun 
to involve pressing social, 
cultural and political issues.

The four K Posse’s along 
with their invited guests 
tackled the topic of “Us vs. 
Them? Division, Communi-
ty and Identity in American 
Society.” The groups that are 
usually pitted against each 
other in a negative manner 
in media and society, such 
as Republicans vs. Demo-
crats or Whites vs. Non-
Whites, were brought to the 
table to have their views an-
alyzed and discussed why 
they are so oppositional. 
Students had mixed emo-
tions in the beginning, as 
the topic can be sensitive. 

“Going into the PPR I was 
a little nervous. We’ve had 
these types of conversations 
before on campus and I don’t 

think they were very produc-
tive. They always turn into a 
people of color versus white 
people discussion. And that’s 
exactly what this PPR was 
so I was a little disappoint-
ed. There’s just so much po-
tential for the Us vs Them 
topic to be limited to race. 
But the PPR definitely pro-
vided moments where I was 
able to be really self reflec-
tive about how I approach 
conflict and communica-
tion,” said Erin Byrd ‘17 also 
from Kalamazoo Posse 5.

Students, faculty and 
administration alike were 
placed in uncomfortable 
and enriching situations. 

“As a faculty member and 
first time attending the PPR, 
I found it to be a great expe-
rience. I was so encouraged 
to see so many students en-
gaging in deep conversation 

about an issue and topic so 
relevant to today. I am very 
thankful for my participa-
tion in the retreat and hope 
that future retreats continue 
to rise awareness about crit-
ical issues facing our world 
and bring students together 
to work on potential solu-
tions,” said Dwight Wil-
liams, Professor of Chem-
istry at Kalamazoo College.

This retreat served as the 
tip of the iceberg for the 
discussion of relevant and 
pressing topics. Those in at-
tendance at the retreat are 
encouraged to take what 
they learned and not let this 
be the end of discourse but 
the start of empowering con-
versations.  

Posse Plus retreat 2017

JANAY JOHNSON
co-editor-in-cheif

[Rico Blancaflor/ The Posse Foundation]

When did you graduate 
and with what major/minor/
concentration?

A: 2016, East Asian 
Studies Major (Chinese), 
Media Studies Concentra-
tion 

Q: What was your SIP 
title? Did you SIP help you 
professionally?

A: Beauty |
And not yet, but I am 

hopeful! 
Q: Can you talk about how 

you’ve spent your life since 
graduating from K?

A: Sure! I went back home 
to Indianapolis after grad-
uation and worked for the 
4th consecutive summer 

Recent K grad takes her 
talents to Taiwan

[Photos Courtesy of Tyler Armor ‘16]

aluMni Q+a: tyler arMor ‘16

JANELLE GRANT
co-editor-in-chief

at the Avondale Meadows 
YMCA. I worked with the 
centers preschool and in 
the main office. In August I 
moved to Hsinchu, Taiwan 
where I am now working 
with HESS International. I 
teach at a cram school, and 
with the Kindergarten. And 
it has been a great experi-
ence teaching kids from 4 
to 12 English. 

Q: For the graduating 
seniors, how did you find 
direction after K?

A: Find direction doesn’t 
really describe my situa-
tion. But I’ve planned to 
teach English abroad since 
first year, and honestly I 
only applied to HESS during 
my winter quarter. I only 
thought about the fact that 
I didn’t want to stay home 
after graduation. 

Q: Have you moved away 

from Kalamazoo? How have 
you been adjusting to life in 
your new home? Is it radi-
cally different than Kalam-
azoo?

A: You can say I’ve moved 
very far from Kalamazoo. 
I’ve been adjusting well 
to my life abroad here 
in Taiwan. It’s like study 
abroad, but this time I’m 
the teacher. It’s an exciting 
adventure. 

Q: What do you do for 
work now?

A: I am an English Teacher.
Q: What experiences 

during your time at K do 
you think prepared you for 
this job?

A: My time spent as a 
Civic Engagement Scholar 
and working with Wood-
ward have definitely pre-
pared me. But I basically just 
play with my students all day. 

Q: What is one thing/re-
source you wish you would 
have taken advantage of at K 
that you didn’t have a chance 
to take part of during your 
time at K?

A: I wish that I had used 
the CCPD more. There’s 
lots of resources there that 
I definitely didn’t take ad-
vantage of. 

Q: What’s next?
A: I plan to stay in Taiwan 

for two or three years and 
then move back to the states 
and attend film school.
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sophomorE DEclArAtion 
of mAjor DAy

monDAy of 5th wEEk
( jAnuAry 30)

Common time (10:55-11:55)
HiCks Banquet Room

All academic departments will be represented for sophomores to quickly and easily declare their major/minor/concentration*

        *all sophomores must declare a major prior to spring class registration

 Have some delicious Major Declaration Cake!

Tucked between a Coney 
Island and Hungry Howies’ 
is a highlight of Kalama-
zoo’s cuisine scene. Beneath 
the bright red and admit-
tedly generic “BANGKOK 
FLAVOR” sign sits the best 
Thai dining establishment 
in town.

Choose any dish and 
you cannot go wrong. Each 
forkful is packed with un-
forgettable flavor unlike any 
Thai taste you have ever had. 
Long gone are boring rice 
noodles with an apathetic 
dousing of peanut sauce; 
rather, Bangkok Flavor’s in-
gredients come together in 
an intimate and artisan mix 
that’s so-savory-it’s-“Saf-

Delicious dishes that 
won’t break the bank 
are key to this Thai 

establishment’s attractive 
success

ANDREW PARSONS
web editor

fron” good.
I’m never one to order ap-

petizers or extras in addition 
to an entrée—it takes some-
thing spectacular for me to 
put down the extra dollar. 
Bear in mind that confes-
sion and take this sugges-
tion to heart: Bangkok Fla-
vor’s soups are irresistible 

and must be ordered.
Try the “Tom Kha” for 

a spicy splash of coconut, 
curry, and scallions that 
warms your tummy and 
feeds at least four, or the 
“Tom Yum” for an exclama-
tion that fits the soup’s name.

But Bangkok Flavor’s 
offers more than just soup; 

an array of entrées, most 
often served with rice or 
noodles, won’t fail to leave 
you satisfied and eager for 
your next visit. As a word of 
caution, it is worth noting 
that the sauces are danger-
ously addictive. The first 
bite initiates an eating loop, 
ending only in an empty 

plate and an unexpected, 
too-full stomach.

Gluten-free clientele need 
not be worried, as about half 
of Bangkok Flavor’s caters to 
those with such dietary re-
strictions. As always, those 
with tree nut and peanut al-
lergies should take normal 
precaution. 

Bangkok Flavor does do 
a good job avoiding the all 
too common problem of 
sodium saturated servings 
at American dining estab-
lishments. Bangkok Flavor’s 
cuisine is three steps above 
the salt laden choices from 
the nearest corner take-out 
restaurant, and so there’s 
no need to fret over what 
normally is an inevitable 
salt lick. 

If there is anything to 
criticize, then perhaps the 
cuisine is a little light on the 
portion of meat included 
with each dish, though the 
assertions on Yelp assure 

thAi in town: ExpEct ExcEllEncE from BAngkok flAvor

Bangkok Flavor’s seating area is spacious enough to seat dozens every night 
(Courtesy of Yelp user “D K.”).

The cool winter breeze 
wafted the smell of the 
crisp potato and green bean 
stuffed Samosas into the air 
of the ARCUS Center at Ka-
lamazoo College. Commu-
nity members, K students, 
and representatives from the 
Media Arts Academy gath-
ered around the center to 
eat before the screening of 
“Meet The Petals”. 

Every season the PBS 
Indie lens pop-up series pro-
vides ARCUS with a list of 
films to show. The goal of 
the series is to bring together 
different parts of the com-
munity and support conver-
sation. “Meet The Petals” 

Recap, Indie lens 
pop up:

Meet The Patels
TRISHA DUNHAM

a&e editor

was a part of the four re-
quired films for this season.

The film is a documenta-
ry that focuses on actor Ravi 
Patel’s journey through love 
as he balances tradition-
al Hindu culture, identity, 
and his ex-girlfriend. 

ARCUS Student fellow 
Kourtney Johnson K’13 
helped to organize the event. 
Johnson said, “It was a little 
hard to find a social justice 
connection at the beginning, 
because it’s unlike other 
films that we have shown 
for the series.” 

The center decided to 
focus the conversation 
around a common theme: 
love. 

“I enjoyed this one, I 
personally thought it was 
a really good film because 
it was talking about some-
thing as important as love,” 

Johnson said. “Its cultural, 
its societal implications, and 
there is so much of it that 
isn’t talked about but there’s 
so much of it too that has 
negative aspects and con-
notations with it.”

Shivani Rana K’15 also at-
tended the event as a repre-
sentative from K Desi, the 
campus’s student organi-
zation that works to pre-
serve and promote South 
Asian cultures. K Desi also 
helped to support the film 
screening.

 “It makes me able to ques-
tion what I do, why this tra-
dition is there, why this is so 
normal in my culture, what 
is this based behind” Rana 
said. “Cause you know we 
are still adapting.”

To promote discussion 
and thought throughout 
dinner and the screening 

Johnson asked attendees to 
consider: Would you allow 
your parents to choose your 
partner? 

“Talking about it helps 
dismantle that but also gives 
people the ability to become 
comfortable talking about 
love and approaching love,” 
Johnson said.

A representative from the 
Media Arts Academy and 
local high school student 
Trevon said he would never 
allow his parents to choose 
his partner, “Love is only 
something you and someone 
else can create.”

The next Indie lens 
pop-up will be on March 
9th featuring the film “Bad 
Kids”.

Meet the Patels scrEEning

me this is more authen-
tic. Don’t expect bright 
orange “General Tso’s” style 
entrées comprised entire-
ly of stir-fried chicken or 
pork, but rather nutritious, 
protein-produce balanced 
dishes that will leave you 
amazed.

Bangkok Flavor is located 
in the commercial plaza at 
the intersection of Gull and 
Sprinkle Road. While the 4.6 
miles separating K and 5455 
Gull Road aren’t necessari-
ly walkable, the 10-minute 
drive with friends or family 
is well worth the effort. 

Best of all is that Bangkok 
Flavor won’t break the bank. 
Dinner entrees rarely exceed 
$15, and each dish can easily 
serve two people or as dinner 
for the following day. Smaller 
portions and a la carte items 
are also available at lower 
prices. 

I have never seen the Star 
films, whether they feature 
the Treks or the Wars. 
However, I do know that 
confusing the two is equiv-
alent to wearing Chelsea 
colors to a Manchester 
United match. 

My Star Wars illiteracy 
was simply a matter of cir-
cumstance and not a de-
liberate choice, so there-
fore I was excited to sit in 
the Alamo with three huge 
fans and watch Rogue One, 
though this was their second 
(or fourth) viewing and I 
barely knew the function 

What’s Star Wars?
AMELIA DONOHOE

copy editor

of a lightsaber. I had heard 
that this film could stand 
alone, entertaining even 
those who had no concept 
of the franchise. Consider-
ing my relative naivety on 
the subject, there could be 
no better person on which 
to test this theory.

For those of you charlatans 
like my former self who have 
not seen the film, I have pro-
vided a breakdown: war pris-
oner Jyn Erso (Felicity Jones) 
is freed from Imperial prison 
by the Rebel Alliance. She 
finds herself in an epic battle 
against the Empire to destroy 
their newest super-weap-
on: the Death Star, which is 
exactly what it sounds like 
but scarier. She fights along-

side a reprogrammed Impe-
rial droid called K-2S0 and 
pilot Cassian Andor (Diego 
Luna), who, as a side note, 
looks like the fifth Beatle 
with a sultry, Antonio Ban-
deras-esque voice.

The tone of the film is pri-
marily serious, with the ex-
ception of a few one-liners 
from K-2SO, executed care-
fully so as not to fall prey to 
the tired, wisecracking-in-
human-entity trope. 

Despite not quite knowing 
what the Empire was or why 
it contained robots, British 
people, and lots of weird 
troll and fish-like creatures 
interacting harmoniously, I 
was presented with some A1, 
intergalactic sexual tension 

between Jyn and Cassian, to 
the point that I was practi-
cally screaming at them to 
makeout. However these 
moments were ultimate-
ly indicative of the film’s 
quality and relative believ-
ability, because if there was  
a space war going on, you 
would have more pressing 
issues than getting it on. 

With this in mind, the 
female characters were pre-
sented in the film as just as 
focused, productive, and 
emotionally in check as 
every male, somehow still a 
rather novel concept within 
the cinematic world. 

A visually captivating 
film with an engaging plot 
and constant action, there 

were, however, a few details 
unclear for a newcomer. Fol-
lowing the film, my friends 
clarified the logistics of the 
Empire, why the Rebel Al-
liance was initially formed, 
and the significance of “the 
Force.” Also, am I not sup-
posed to have sympathy for  
Darth Vader as a double-am-
putee with a chronic breath-
ing condition? 

I guess I will keep to 
myself questions relating 
to the lone blind character 
having better aim than any 
of the Stormtroopers as well.

Therefore although Rogue 
One can serve as an exciting 
introduction into a beloved 
franchise, I would recom-
mend first asking your 

roguE onE to thE untrAinED EyE
friends who are fans of the 
saga to explain its place in 
the broader context of the 
Wars among the Stars.

Screening of Meet The Patels
(Courtesy of Yelp user “D K.”).
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A lEttEr to thE EDitor

In September of last year, 
I ran for Student Council 
full of hope and ambitions 
of contributing to making 
my new home of Kalamazoo 
College a better place. I ran 
with the vision of being 
involved in a group that would 
affect change and development 
in the campus community. I 
ran not to boast my resume, 
or for the title but because 
I wanted to be involved in 
something I thought would 
be meaningful.

My idea of meaningful work 
is not designing T-shirts to 
brag about my position. My 
idea of meaningful work is 
not spending an hour every 
Monday obsessing over titles 
and positions. My idea of 
meaningful work is not trying 
to force open a place for an 
organization, which is obsolete 
and unnecessary.

A long time ago I stopped 
going to Student Council 
meetings. After sitting 
through another wasted 
hour of intensely debating 
the name of a group that does 
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Henry Lovgren
contributor

victory ovEr homEtown school is A DouBlE 
win for josh millEr

The Kalamazoo College 
Men’s Basketball team took 
down conference leading 
Calvin College 79-70 
Wednesday night, behind 
senior Josh Miller’s 25 points. 
For Miller, the game provided 
reinforcement for his college 
decision four years ago.

 “Coming from Grand 
Rapids and going to Calvin 
Christian High School, Calvin 
College was always on my list 
for potential colleges.” Miller 
said. 

 But Calvin only 
offered Miller a spot on their 
JV team coming out of high 
school, which played a role 
in his decision to come to K. 
“The coach at Kalamazoo at 
the time was heavily recruiting 
me to come play basketball 
here,” Miller said, “and there 

Senior, Josh Miller, 
helped to facilitate a 

Hornet victory.

was no JV team so I’d be able 
to play on Varsity right away.”

 The opportunity to 
play right away and some 
encouragement from his 
family helped Miller make 
his decision to come to 
Kalamazoo. “My mom pushed 
me to step out of my comfort 
zone a look at what would be 
better for me and my growth 
as a person and I chose to 
come to K.”

 Even with the chance 
to immediately upon arrival, 
there was an adjustment 
period for Miller, on and off 
the court. His first year he 
played only nine minutes per 
game. “The physicality of 
college basketball has forced 
me to adapt,” he said, “I came 
in at around 185 pounds and 
now I’m around 240, despite 
what the roster says.”

 His adjustments have 
paid dividends with year by 
year improvement, Miller 
has seen an increase minutes 
per game, points per game, 

and rebounds per game each 
season. This season through 
six games in conference play 
Miller leads Kalamazoo in 
scoring with 12.5 points per 
game, shooting 57% from the 
floor. 

 Adjustments have 
been a big part of Miller’s time 
at K outside of basketball too, 
“Off the court, I’ve learned to 
step out of my comfort zone 
more” Miller said. “I’ve made 
new friends over the years who 
I enjoy being around and who 
I can be myself around.”

 Much like with 
his growth on the court, his 
experiences in the classroom 
have also reassured Miller that 
he made the right choice. “I 
have become more confident 
in my academics,” he said, 
“and have learned a lot that 
has helped me figure out what 
I want to do for my career and 
be confident that I made the 
right choice coming to K.”

 Beating Calvin in 
each of the past two seasons 

Koji vroom
sports editor

Josh Miller (52) slams home a dunk in a win over Calvin 
College last Wednesday

[Photo courtesy of Herbert Todd]

nothing, I had enough. I do 
take responsibility for not 
making my intentions clear 
but hope this public piece 
will resolve any withstanding 
issues. Additionally, I was 
disappointed with the way in 
which the organization reacted 
to my departure.

With that, I respectfully 
resign from Kalamazoo 
Student Government, and 
wish them the best in their 
future efforts. I hope they 
will prove me wrong and do 
something impactful.

has been like the icing on the 
cake for Miller, “Getting a 
couple wins against Calvin has 
been extra rewarding and has 
helped reinforce that I made 
the right decision in coming 
here.” he added. Miller and 
the rest of the Hornets will 
have a chance for a season 
sweep of the Knights this 
year after Wednesday night’s 
victory in their first meeting 
of the season.

 The Hornets (5-11) 
return to the court Wednesday 
on the road at Adrian College 
(7-10), and will be home at 
the Anderson Athletic Center 
again this Saturday when they 
take on Alma College (8-9).

Wednesday January 25th:
• Women’s Basketball @ Adrian 6:00 p.m.
• Men’s Basketball @ Adrian 8:00 p.m.
Friday January 27th:
• Women’s Basketball HOME vs. Oberlin 7:00 p.m.
Saturday January 28th:
• Men’s & Women’s Swimming & Diving HOME vs. Calvin 1:00 p.m. 
• Men’s Basketball HOME vs. Alma 3:00 p.m.

This Week in Hornet Sports
(Home Events Listed in Bold)

Despite millennia of in-
sistence by religious figures 
throughout the course 
history of the existence of 
God, real estate “mogul” 
and sentient sunburned 
cow udder Donald J. Trump 
was sworn into the highest 
office in the land this past 
Friday. And while count-
less despairing Americans 
may find some solace in the 
wake of the Women’s March 
on D.C. the following day, 

A repeal of Obamacare 
could have tangible 

implications right here 
at K

ADDIE DANCER
opinions editor

which has since been con-
firmed to be the largest in-
augural protest in Ameri-
can history (letting old Dick 
Nixon off the hook), the na-
tion’s battles against the po-
tentially disastrous future 
policies of the Trump ad-
ministration have yet to 
truly begin.

 One of the new 
president’s paramount 
battles is shaping up to be 
his efforts to repeal the 
Affordable Care Act, or 
“Obamacare,” which he has 
called “a mess” in a series 
of typo-ridden tweets. It is 
beside the point to mention 
that the ACA current-
ly stands at a higher ap-

proval rating than the man 
who so vigorously opposes 
it (45% to 37%, according to 
CNBC); it matters only that 
Trump has vowed to repeal 
his predecessor’s most prom-
inent legislative achieve-
ment on numerous occa-
sions with what seems to be 
a “damn-the-consequenc-
es” sort of attitude towards 
the health care accessibility 
of his constituents. Though 
Trump has vowed to provide 
“insurance for everybody” in 
light of widespread outcry, 
both he and the party that so 
readily embraced him those 
many months ago have yet 
to offer up a discernible al-
ternative to the Affordable 

Care Act, despite claims of 
having “six or seven” ideas.

 M e a n w h i l e , 
Vermont senator and polit-
ical messiah Bernie Sanders 
has been vocal in his oppo-
sition to the GOP’s fifty plus 
attempts to repeal the ACA, 
tweeting earlier this month 
that “36,000 people will die 
yearly,” should they eventu-
ally succeed. The Washing-
ton Post helpfully correct-
ed this assessment only a 
few days later, however, es-
timating the annual death 
toll would likely be closer 
to 20,000 (whew!).

 But all of this got 
me thinking: with such in-
credible consequence on the 

horizon and the likelihood 
of GOP success rising by 
the day, how could a repeal 
of Obamacare impact the 
lives and health care of stu-
dents right here at Kalama-
zoo College?

 The Index reached 
out to Lisa Ailstock, direc-
tor of the Student Health 
Center here at K, regard-
ing the potential implica-
tions. She writes that, on the 
whole, the Affordable Care 
Act has resulted in “better 
care for students” at K, with 
“richer benefits,” largely 
through increased student 
understanding brought on 
by more consistency in cov-
erage. She also writes that 

mAking kAlAmAzoo sick AgAin
numerous health services on 
campus could be “in jeopar-
dy” should a repeal be imple-
mented, including coverage 
for students with pre-exist-
ing conditions, decent cov-
erage for those with mental 
health conditions, and pre-
ventative services such as 
birth control, STI testing, 
and routine immunizations.

 If you’d like to 
help your fellow K student 
by saving these and other 
healthcare benefits through 
the ACA, please take the 
national phone survey by 
calling House Speaker and 
national pretty boy Paul 
Ryan at (202) 225-0600.
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‘Freedom Fighter’ richard Stallman 
Kalamazoo college

Short of two 
hundred developers, 
students, professors, 
IT professionals, and 
interested community 
members crowded Olds-
Upton Hall’s largest 
lecture hall on January 
30th for software freedom 
activist and programmer 
Dr. Richard Stallman’s 
talk on computing freedom 
and privacy.  

Stallman launched 
the Free Software 
Movement in 1983 with 
his announcement of the 
GNU Project, a massively 
collaborative program 
with the intention of 
giving computer users free 
software by developing 
an operating system that 
fulfilled the movement’s 
goals. Since its inception, 
the movement has grown 
and affected nearly all 
areas of technology. Every 
day, billions of computer 

users interact with its 
impacts, and millions of 
individuals and companies 
use GNU/Linux, software 
created and inspired by the 
movement’s principles.

Free software, 
sometimes referred to 
as libre software, is that 
which “respects the users’ 
freedom and community,” 
according Stallman. To be 
considered free, software 
must exhibit what the 
movement deems as the 
“four essential freedoms”. 
In short, the users have 
the freedom to run, copy, 
distribute, study, change, 
and improve the software.  

Stallman began by 
asking the audience 
to think about the 
software that they use 
every day. “Who gives 
the instructions to the 
computer? Not you!” he 
announced, continuing, 
“rather, [it obeys] its 
real master,” alluding 
to consumer software 
giants like Amazon, 
Apple, Fitbit, Google, 
and Microsoft. “Either the 
users control the software, 
or the software controls 
you.”

He then discussed the 
dangers of proprietary 
“non-free” software—
such software is not only 
immoral but also prone 

to security backdoors, 
exhibit a propensity to 
spy on users, and enforce 
abusive usage restrictions. 

Stallman’s message is 
clear: non-free software 
is, by its nature, unethical 
and malicious, with 
proprietary programs 
being “an injustice [that] 
should not exist.”

The philosophy 
extends beyond software, 
where “any work—
recipes, reference works, 
educational works, and 
typefaces—whose purpose 
is to be used for a practical 
job should be free.”

Stallman admits that the 
avoidance of proprietary 
software presently comes 
at the cost of convenience.

“Most value 
convenience, not freedom, 
but it is my duty as a 
citizen to refuse, no matter 
how convenient [using 
proprietary software] 
may be,” he explained, 
encouraging the audience 
to adopt the exclusive 
usage of free software and 
break free from proprietary 
software’s restrictions. 
Noting that the audience 
was largely comprised of 
professional or soon-to-be 
professional programmers 
developing proprietary 
software, Stallman urged 
the audience, “quit or let 

Software freedom activist and programmer Dr. Richard Stallman holds “Computing, Freedom, and Privacy” lecture [Andrew Parsons /  The Index].

them corrupt you.” 
For Stallman, adhering 

to the free software 
philosophy means 
sacrificing amenities of 
the digital age.

“I would rather miss all 
the movies in the world 
than surrender to digital 
handcuffs,” Stallman 
declared, referring 
to the controversial 
implementation of Digital 
Rights Management in 
media during the last 
several decades. 

Stallman observes 
privacy as a fundamental 
human right fundamental 
to the success of 
democracy, and is thereby 
highly critical of software, 
institutions, and services 
that violate user privacy.

“Human rights depend 
on each other,” Stallman 
explained, continuing, “if 
you lose one, then you 
[compromise] the others.” 
Therefore, companies that 
“track and trap users” 
when providing their 
services, like Amazon, 
Lyft, Netflix, Spotify, and 
Uber all remain unused by 
Stallman.  

Moreover, Stallman has 
forgone carrying a mobile 
phone, as “a mobile 
phone is Stalin’s dream; 
it records conversations 
around a person and tracks 

everywhere a person 
goes.” 

Educational institutions 
play a critical role in 
shaping the future of 
freedom, Stallman asserts. 

“Schools have a social 
responsibility to teach 
independence, ethics, and 
the values of freedom and 
cooperation. Therefore, 
students, instructors, 
parents, and communities 
must campaign and 
demand that schools 
stop teaching proprietary 
software and start using 
free software.” 

For millions of college 
students, young adulthood 
is the time during which 
lifelong beliefs are forged. 
The Index asked Stallman 
to explain how he arrived 
at his philosophy.

After graduating from 
Harvard in 1974, Stallman 
conducted research at the 
MIT Artificial Intelligence 
Laboratory, where he 
“lived in a free software 
community.” 

“When [the community] 
died, I had experience with 
proprietary injustices, and 
realized this would be an 
evil life. But I had lived 
[a free software life], 
and knew it was good.” 
Stallman continued, 
saying, “I chose to find 
myself a future that I 

could be proud of.”
While “Richard 

Stallman” may not yet 
be a household name, 
he has developed fame 
and admiration amongst 
technology circles and 
internet communities.

“I didn’t expect fame, 
and while I like it, it is 
sad that most people don’t 
know what I’m fighting 
for. People approach 
me and say they’re my 
greatest fan—entertainers 
have fans, [whereas] I’m 
a freedom fighter looking 
for recruits.”

holdS computing lecture at 

Founder of the GNU 
Project, the Free 

Software Foundation, 
and pioneer of ‘copyleft’ 
Dr. Richard Stallman 
discusses “Computing, 

Freedom, and Privacy” in 
well-attended lecture 

ANDREW PARSONS
web editor
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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Sophomore class gathers 
to declare majors, eats 

celebratory cake

Sophomore Declaration of Major Day Cake
 [Meredith Ashton / The Index]

Sophomore declaration oF 
major dayMEREDITH ASHTON

features editor

A Visual representation of the Togliatti quantic surface [American Mathematical Society]

Visiting mathematics pro-
fessor Julie Rana from the 
University of Minnesota 
School of Mathematics Center 
for Educational Programs pre-
sented a lecture as a part of 
a “job talk” that professorial 
candidates are invited to host. 
Rana’s lecture focused on the 
nature of quintic surfaces, the 
subject in which she received 
her master’s degree. This is 
a concept included under the 
broad umbrella of algebraic 
geometry.  

Part of a series of talks or-
ganized by the mathematics 
department, the event was 
open to the public. The lecture 
drew in students whose inter-
est in mathematics extends 
outside of the classroom as 
well as professors seeking to 
further their knowledge of the 
addressed content. 

The talk focused on the 
“interplay between geomet-
ric objects we get and al-

Dr. Julie Rana Discusses 
Quintic Surfaces 

proFeSSorial candidate math lecture

GABRIEL STANLEY
staff writer

The Banquet Hall in 
Hicks was buzzing this past 
Monday, packed with soph-
omores waving brightly-col-
ored orange papers contain-
ing their academic plans for 
their time at K, or not. While 
Declaration of Major Day is 
the official time to sign on the 
dotted line, sophomores are 
still allowed to change, add, 
or drop their various majors, 
minors, and concentrations of 
choice. It presents an opportu-
nity for the sophomore class 
to gather together and cele-
brate their academic diversity.  

It is a day of decisions, and 
the food is no exception. soph-
omores chose from either a 
chocolate or vanilla cake dec-
orated in Kalamazoo orange 
and black icing. Many de-
partments also had “swag-” 
stickers, buttons, push-pins, 
or T-shirts awarded to stu-
dents who chose their par-
ticular major.  

“There’s a noisy, happy 
buzz in the air,” said Ethan 
VanSant, K’19, gesturing 
to the flocks of sophomores 
crowding around the tables 
devoted to each major. “I just 
got here, but it’s really in-
viting!” 

VanSant plans on majoring 
in psychology with minors in 
Spanish and classics.  

“I chose psychology 
because K offers enough 
diverse classes so that I can 
really focus on child devel-
opment,” said VanSant. He 
plans to potentially pursue 
his interest in child develop-
ment in the field of speech 
pathology.  

VanSant is not the only K 

student with a variety of aca-
demic interests. In fact, many 
students at K combine an as-
sortment of disciplines to craft 
their unique liberal arts ed-
ucation.  

Lauren Arquette, K’19, also 
declared on Monday, choos-
ing a political science and 
French double major. Arquette 
plans to follow her passion 
for politics to law school, and 
perhaps prepare for a career 

as a lawyer or government 
representative. She has only 
one regret for Declaration of 
Major Day. “I wish we got 
more swag,” she says as she 
gestures to the lone political 
science button on her folder. 
“But it is exciting to see ev-
eryone.” 

Caitlyn Whitcomb, K’17, 
was also excited for her third 
year at the event.  

“It celebrates the students 

joining our department offi-
cially,” said Whitcomb, the 
Departmental Student Advisor 
(DSA) for the critical ethnic 
studies major. “It’s great to 
see new faces, and to have a 
more solid grasp on the ma-
terial covered by our major,” 
said Whitcomb. Critical ethnic 
studies was officially declared 
a major in the fall of 2014, 
and the department current-
ly has seven students.

let them eat caKe: 

gebraic equations we work 
with” said Rana in an simple 
introduction to the complex 
topic that she would further 

address. Rana began by es-
tablishing the significance 
of the degrees within a poly-
nomial equation, providing 

a foundation to build upon 
until reaching the focus of 
her lecture. 

Kalamazoo College apparel for sale in the book store [Janelle Grant / The Index]

Dana Jansma, Associ-
ate Dean of Students, and 
Debbie Thompson, Book-
store Director, drafted a pro-
posal to Kalamazoo College’s 
Community Council Board 
to enact Spirit Fridays in 
hopes to inspire a sense of 
community on K’s campus.

Thompson has done Spirit 
Fridays by herself for a long 
time.

“It makes Fridays easier,” 
Thompson said, an advo-
cate of community building. 
“We’re all here for the same 
purpose…[I was looking 
for] anything that can bring 
us together.”

The Bookstore recognizes 
that some of the brand-com-
pliant K gear can be expen-
sive. To alleviate this, the 
Bookstore offered 30% off 
all K gear, which is a larger 
discount than the employee 
discount. If you missed the 

The first “Spirit Friday” 
took place last week on 

K’s campus

a propoSal to enhance community on campuS

JANELLE GRANT
co-editor-in-chief

sale, Jansma and Thompson 
reminded The Index that the 
bookstore usually holds 20% 
off sales at the beginning 
and end of every quarter, 
that each incoming first-
year receives a free t-shirt 
at orientation, and of the 
many opportunities there 
are to get a free K T-shirt 
through accessible campus 
events. 

“It’s a very visual way 
for people to see school 

spirit, and how cool is it 
if a student walks into an 
office on Friday and ev-
eryone’s wearing K stuff,” 
Jansma said. “I mean, it 
makes you feel like we are 
proud to be here, too, and 
we like working here and 
being here.”

“We are a community,” 
Thompson added to back 
Jansma’s point. 

“We wound up submitting 

the proposal [to the Com-
munity Council Board] on 
behalf of the administrative 
staff and the support staff 
because we’re the biggest 
group that has to have an 
office dress code,” Jansma 
said. “And, we did the survey 
and we got over 100 respons-
es and 98% were in favor 
[of Spirit Friday] with great 
comments, too.”

Along with the survey’s 

data, the proposal explained 
why Spirit Fridays are a good 
idea. First, it is a simple and 
visual tradition to weave 
into the Kalamazoo College 
culture. Second, it sends a 
message that we all consid-
er ourselves to be part of the 
Hornet community. Third, 
it would be a good morale 
boost for employees. Fourth, 
it’s optional, especially if it’s 
not appropriate for a certain 

day in the office or a student 
needs to dress up. Fifth, it 
costs the College nothing. 

Both of the proposers 
would hope to bring stu-
dents into the Spirit Friday 
tradition as well. “If you 
could get a couple hundred 
people walking around in 
K gear, I think that’d be 
awesome,” Thompson said. 

“I don’t know if we will 
see the President walking 
around in a K t-shirt, but 
I’ll bet he’ll wear a K tie!” 
Jansma said. 

“It’s not just about wearing 
jeans all day, but it’s about 
something that creates com-
munity. And, we’ve both 
been on other campuses 
that have done this, but, it’s 
not something that gets an-
nounced everyday, but just 
something that gets weaved 
into the culture,” Jansma 
said.

“I’m excited about it, 
[Spirit Friday] is just some-
thing that I’ve been doing 
for…a long time,” Thomp-
son said laughing. “Anything 
that can bring us together.”

After going through the 
graphical depictions of func-
tions with degrees of one 
through four, Rana began to 
discuss her area of expertise, 
quintic surfaces. A quintic 
surface is the result of a poly-
nomial function consisting 
of an exponential degree of 
five, aptly named quintic. 
A quintic surface occupies 
a forty-dimensional space 
and is the lowest degree of 
surface which can be clas-
sified as a “general type.”  

To demonstrate the defini-
tion of a general type, Rana 
displayed various convex 
polygons and revealed the 
general types by drawing 
a line segment connect-
ing two points within the 
shape; if the line remained 
in the polygon, it conformed 
with one of the requirements 
in the categorization of a 
“general type.”  

She elaborated upon 
general type, including the 
description of invariants, 
a geometric shape whose 
total angle must be a mul-
tiple of 180 degrees regard-

less of the stretching and 
manipulation of the shape 
as a whole. 

Rana concluded her 
lecture by reaffirming that 
the quintic surface is estab-
lished by the polynomial 
function which meets the 
standards set by the general 
type and exists within a for-
ty-dimensional space.
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Looking for low-cost 
local entertainment? Look 
no further. The Kalamazoo 
Valley Museum is open to 
the public and admission 
is free.

Visitors are welcome to 
explore the three-story 
museum and, for only $3, 
attend one of the regular-
ly scheduled planetarium 
shows. The history of Ka-
lamazoo is on display with 
over 55,000 historical arti-
facts in the museum’s collec-
tion and dozens of hands-on 
science interactive exhibits.

Alex Kuriata, sophomore 
music engineer at Western 
Michigan University and 
first-time patron of the 
museum, enjoyed his ex-
perience. 

“It reminded me of when I 
was a kid,” Alex said, smiling 
when recalling his adven-
ture through exhibits such 
as “A Science in Motion” and 
“Mystery of the Mummy.” 

Certain exhibits remain 
constant at the museum. 
Both “Kalamazoo Direct To 
You,” an expansive exhibit 
presenting local history, and 
“Mystery of the Mummy,”  
which allows museum at-

tendees to observe various 
Egyptian artifacts includ-
ing a mummy dating back 
to 900 B.C.E., are mainstay 
exhibits. 

Current temporary attrac-
tions include “Pink Floyd’s 

Affordable entertaining 
activity in Kalamazoo 

[Photo Courtesy of Kalamazoo Valley Museum]

The Wall,” shown every Sat-
urday at 4 p.m. until March 
13 in the planetarium. The 
third floor gallery showcas-
es the special exhibit “And 
Still We Rise.” Open for a 
limited time the exhibit is 

an artistic commentary on 
race relations throughout 
U.S. history with power-
ful imagery stitched into 
textiles and quilted pieces 
from various artists. The 

exhibit will be on display 
until June 4. 

On Sunday, January 28 a 
new exhibit, “The Wizards of 
Pop,” was unveiled. With 63 
different framed pieces, this 

Go to this plAcE:
KAlAmAzoo VAllEy musEum

CONALL CURRAN
staff writer

special exhibit focuses on the 
work of pop-up book artists 
Robert Sabuda and Matthew 
Reinhart and is scheduled 
to close on April 9.    

“Cosme and Lucka”: Cosme and Lucka at Garage Cultural in Detroit
[Photo Courtesy of Antonio Cosme ].

On Monday, January 23, 
Kalamazoo College Office 
of Student Development 
hosted Afro-Boricua Xicana 
farmer, artist, and organizer 
Antonio Cosme who is ac-
tively working to prevent 
the privatization of the city 
of Detroit through proj-
ects #FreetheWater, #De-
colonizeDetroit, #RaizUp, 
and #SWGrows. Cosme’s 
work has been recognized 
on media sources such as 
Democracy Now! and the 
National Coalition Against 
Censorship. 

In the Hicks Banquet Hall, 
Cosme modestly shared his 
influential work. Typically in 
the form of graffiti, Cosme’s 
art protests the privatization 
of Detroit’s school system, 
water, and healthcare.

“This movement of pri-
vatization, this movement 
of neoliberalism, has a lot 
of very real impacts on the 
most marginal among us. 
And they’re not measured, 
they’re not talked about, 
they’re not common in 
our average discourse,” ex-
plained Cosme.

Cosme shared numerous 

Antonio Cosme shares 
his revolutionary art, 
farming, and activism 

with K College

DEcolonizinG DEtroit

AYLA HULL
news editor

photos of his work, one of 
which showing  a piece chal-
lenging the replacement of 
public schools with charter 
schools. “My alma mater 
Eastern Michigan Universi-
ty formed an interlocal gov-
ernment agreement with the 
Detroit Public School system 
to create the EAA. They call 

it the Education Achieve-
ment Authority, but we call 
it the Education Apartheid 
Authority. It’s a fast track of 
public schools into privat-
ization into charter schools.” 
Pointing to the photo, he ex-
plained, “Essentially, if black 
lives matter, then black ed-
ucation matters.”

One of Cosme’s most 
controversial works--his 
2014“Free The Water” graf-
fiti on a Detroit water tank--
challenged Detroit’s oppres-
sive water system against 
racial minorities who are 
left without water when they 
are unable to pay their bills. 
Both Cosme and his partner 

William Lucka were able 
to avoid prison sentences 
for their work, but still face 
nearly $1,000 apiece in fees.

“Environmental racism 
is very much so a reality in 
Detroit. This get us to the 
water system, which is really 
a coup de grace for privat-
ization in Detroit.” Showing 
photos of Detroit’s most 
expansive water company, 
Cosme explained that the 
water source services around 
6 million people in the city. 
“They used the Clean Water 
Act to take Detroit’s water 
system in the 1970s and the 
judge who oversaw it did a 
lot of stupid expenditures, 
loaded up the debt on the 
water system, and now it’s in-
creasing the cost of the water 
bills enormously,” he said.

“A lot of people just want 
to frame it in an individu-
alistic bubble--that’s a big 
thing we have in the United 
States--we really look to look 
at the individual, as opposed 
to looking at the history of 
it and the inequality that 
exists within the system,” 
Cosme explained. “There’s 
this individualized narrative 
of black people just want 
[stuff ] for free, they just 
want water for free. No, we 
just want to free the water.”

Responding to the “Free 
the Water” campaign, Direc-
tor of Intercultural Student 

Life Natalia Carvalho-Pinto 
commented, “This was the 
first time that I think I saw 
people nationally coming 
to Detroit to investigate 
this. That was one of the 
few really, really success-
ful community actions that 
we’ve seen because it got so 
much attention.”

Audience member Sarena 
Brown ‘19 shared, “I really 
appreciated all of this infor-
mation because I live in met-
ro-Detroit and I haven’t un-
derstood it this fully before. 
Dan Gilbert is hailed, re-
spected, and he is making 
Detroit awesome. That’s the 
story I get. It just makes me 
want to do something when 
I get home. I want to paint 
everything.”

“I think that’s the most 
important thing about 
this, really connecting the 
systems that are out here 
and big and often difficult 
to explain and conceptu-
alize, to our lived experi-
ences,” concluded Cosme. 
“That’s what I’m trying to 
do with my graffiti.”

To further engage with 
Antonio Cosme’s work, visit 
http://freethewater313.org/, 
follow him on Instagram 
and Twitter @arcosme, or 
contact him directly at Nstrs.
raizup@gmail.com. 

K to thE WinDy city offErs stuDEnts nEW opportunitiEs

New addition to the 
K-Trek series shaped for 

success

While some students may 
be on a beach for Spring 
Break 2017, a few of their 
lucky peers will partici-
pate in the first K-Trek to 
Chicago.

Called “K to the Windy 
City,” the two-day trip will 
be an experience in net-
working, giving students 
the opportunity to meet with 
alumni, tour the facilities in 

which they work, and attend 
events designed to help them 
in their lives after K.

This program is the third 
in a series of K-Treks to dif-
ferent cities in the US. K to 
the Bay began in 2014 as a 
means for four students to 
travel to San Francisco “to 
learn about careers in entre-
preneurship and high tech,” 
according to K’s Center for 
Career and Professional De-
velopment (CCPD) website. 
Since then, funding from 
alumni has allowed more 
students to participate, and 
in 2016 K to the Big Apple 
began as a way for students 
to learn about careers in 

AMELIA DONOHOE
staff writer

finance, business, and eco-
nomics in New York City.

This March, the CCPD is 
excited to offer 20 students 
interested in law, social 
justice, and nonprofit work 
the opportunity to better 
understand professions in 
these fields. They will par-
ticipate in panels, network-
ing events, informational 
sessions, and on-site visits 
alongside at least 100 alumni 
working in the Chicago area.

The significance and 
impact of the highlight-
ed careers can also be put 
into a broader geographi-
cal context, as students will 
have the chance to “talk 

about what makes Chicago 
unique,” says Valerie Miller, 
Assistant Director for Exter-
nal Relations of the CCPD.

Illinois is in its second 
year without a state budget 
and nonprofits in Chicago 
are facing a loss of funding. 
Miller explains that as a 
result, there is “incredible 
innovation going on” in 
order to fulfill those unmet 
needs.  

In addition, K to the 
Windy City is distinct from 
its predecessors. Instead of 
being created due to the do-
nation of funds, it was de-
veloped by looking at what 
additional fields students 

were interested in and fi-
nancing a trip that catered 
to these career areas.

Although the application 
deadline has closed for K to 
the Windy City, the CCPD 
is brainstorming how to 
best maximize the educa-
tional value of each K-Trek. 
“The goal is how can stu-
dents come back and share 
what they’ve learned with 
other students,” says Miller.

Past participants have 
given presentations upon 
their return, but Miller ex-
plains that the CCPD wants 
to find a more lasting way 
to recount the valuable 
experiences that students 

have had as part of the 
program, since they are 
good resources, for helping 
their peers to connect with 
the alumni they have met 
during the trips.

Video  t e s t imon i -
als posted on the CCPD 
webpage and former par-
ticipants serving as consul-
tants to advise their peers 
are just a few ideas for how 
to share the benefits of the 
K-Treks with a wider audi-
ence, but Miller says that 
the CCPD is happily ac-
cepting suggestions from 
the campus community.
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thE cAf’s BEst WEEK EVEr?

Caf food here at K generally 
receives mixed reviews - that 
wasn’t so this week, when 
students were treated to not 
one, but two stellar nights of 
above-average eating.

 On Wednesday, 
students enjoyed a relatively 
unexpected “steak night” - 
meat cooked any way they 
asked, served alongside 
cheesy potatoes and garlic 
rolls for only the cost of a 
ticket. Gluten-free student 
Carmen Compton especially 
appreciated a break in her 
usual meal monotony of 
salads, admitting to helping 
herself to not one, but two 
steaks after a friend gave up 
her ticket.

 The following 
evening, K Dining Services 
sought to outdo itself by 
hosting a “Food Show” - 
a night of extended menu 
options and general, bountiful 
goodness.

 “This is kind of 
overwhelming,” first-year 
student Kelsey Letchworth 
said upon entering Welles 
Dining Hall Thursday night, 
taking in the lengthy lines 

Can we eat like this every 
week?

that crowded the caf. “I’m 
not used to this - there’s so 
much food.”

 Even students like 
Danielle Sarafian K’20, who 
use the vast majority of their 
meal swipes at Stacks, felt 
compelled to check out what 
was being served at the caf 
after hearing about the menu.

 “I got a text from my 
roommate,” she said. “She 
said the food was ‘dope.’ I 
actually wanted to eat at the 
caf for once.”

 What awaited 
Sarafian and others like her 
included a mashed potato bar, 
two kinds of chili, numerous 
meats and pastas, hummus and 
pita bread, even a mound of 
muffins in the dessert area. 
There were also a medley of 
packaged goods available, 
including Oreos, carrots and 
ranch, apple slices, peanut 
butter crackers, and bottled 
smoothies. Though David 
Lincoln, Director of Dining 
Services, was seen passing 
out a number of these to 
dining students, others helped 
themselves to handful after 
handful of snacks to take 
home. 

 These two instances 
of above-average food got me 
so jazzed that I was inspired to 
reprieve myself from writing 

another piece on the orange-
dusted policies of our Cheeto-
in-Chief and instead pose a 
new kind of opinion for Index 
readers: Did back-to-back 
nights of top-notch eating 
make this the Caf’s best week 
ever?

 The short answer 
is yes - or at least, the best 

week of the 2016-2017 school 
year thus far. Some students 
could admitted to enjoying 
the Food Show better than 
Cafsgiving, and in testimony 
from students like Compton, 
Letchworth, and Sarafian, it’s 
clear that these meals were 
quite a deviation from what 
is typical - without a doubt, 

a change for the better.
 So will these 

newfound feats we’ve seen 
over the past week become 
the new norm for the caf? 
Experience tells us no; 
immediately after those two 
magnificent days came a 
regular, lackluster Friday, in 
which yours truly subsisted 

on only a salad. In truth, 
it’s impossible and unfair to 
expect every night to be steak 
night or a food show. Even 
so, we can hope that this is 
the start of something more 
for dining services here at K 
- more in four, am I right?
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Li Li Huynh K’20 enjoys Thursday night’s “Food Show” in the caf [Addie Dancer / The Index]

community rEflEction: Why WE plAy
K student athletes 

express the significance 
of sports.

Kalamazoo College senior 
athletes Thania Stavropou-
los, Grace Smith, David 
Smith, Sidney Wall, and 
Branden Metzler spoke 
to students, faculty, and 
community members last 
Friday at Stetson Chapel. 
The student athletes spoke 
on what motivates them to 
put so much of their time 
and energy into their re-
spective sports.

The reflection began 
with an introduction by 
the women’s varsity vol-
leyball coach Jeanne Hess, 
who told the crowd that one 
of every four students on 
campus plays an intercol-
legiate varsity sport. Hess 
was followed by a special 
musical performance by 
Thania Stavropoulos, who 
played a rendition of ‘Let 
it Ring’ on the piano.

The reflection contin-
ued with a speech from 
Grace Smith, the president 
of the Athletic Leadership 

Council. Smith spoke about 
her years on the Kalamazoo 
College women’s basketball 
and soccer teams. 

David Smith, a psychol-
ogy major and a member of 
the K College golf team, fol-
lowed. Smith spoke about 
his four years on the team, 
balancing school and golf, 
and how the solitude of golf 
calms him and keeps him 
motivated.

Sydney Wall, a business 
and psychology major, spoke 
about why she was motivat-

WILLIAM MIERZ
staff writer

ed to play “for the love of the 
game, and for tears of joy.” 
Wall plays on the K College 
volleyball team. She also 
played on the varsity basket-
ball team for two years. Wall 
said she couldn’t imagine 
her life at K without sports.

Branden Metzler, an 
economics and chemistry 
major, spoke openly about 
his four years as a Kalam-
azoo College tennis player. 
Metzler spoke about the ex-
pectations of maintaining 
‘The Streak’ and his overall 

improvement as a tennis 
player, student, and person.

The reflection concluded 
with words from alumni J.P. 
Mcbride, a former Kalama-
zoo basketball and baseball 
player. McBride reflected on 
his years as a hornet athlete 
and explained that as the di-
rector of the manufacturing 
program management office 
for Fiat Chrysler, he said 
that he thinks some of the 
best employees are former 
collegiate student athletes 
who understand teamwork.

“I believe that the speak-
ers we had were well repre-
sentative of the school and 
their stories really made an 
impact on the crowd. When 
I went up to speak after 
Grace Smith, I could see 
people wiping tears from 
their eyes,” David Smith 
said of the reflection. 

“It shows what sports 
mean for student athletes 
and especially for those who 
are prospective students. It 
allows them to think about 
why they play, and possi-
bly continuing their careers, 
even if it’s not at K,” said 
David Smith.

sports

K Women’s Varsity Volleyball coach Jeanne Hess intro-
duces reflection [Photo courtesy of Kalamazoo College]

this WEEK in sports:
Wednesday, February 1st
 Men’s Basketball @ Trine (8PM)
 Women’s Basketball @ Alma (6PM)
Saturday, February 4th
 Men’s Basketball @ Albion (5:30PM)
 Women’s Basketball @ St. Marry’s (3PM)

[Janay Johnson / The Index]



www.thekzooindex.com

INSIDE
The Issue

News........................................2

Features...................................3

Advertisements............................4

A&E....................................5

Sports....................................6

Kalamazoo, Michigan

The Index
ONE-HUNDRED-THIRTY-NINE YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE STUDENT

FEBRUARY 8, 2017

VOLUME CXXXVI ISSUE XIITODAY’S HIGH: 35 DEGREES

EST. 1877

features

What is Food Justice?

PAGE  3

advertisements

Check out events on 
campus!

PAGE 4

arts & entertainment

Asia Fest 2017

PAGE 5

sports

Men’s Tennis Preview

PAGE 6

The FighT To
Kalamazoo elemenTary 

SchoolS

The Michigan’s School 
Reform Office (SRO) 
has announced that 
Woodward School and 
Washington Writer’s 
Academy in Kalamazoo, 
MI may be closed because 
of low standardized test 
scores. The Michigan 
SRO says the two 
schools are consistently 
underperforming and the 
potential closings could 
affect about 750 students. 
They are two of 38 schools 
that are being considered 

for closure across the 
state. 

Natasha Baker with the 
Michigan SRO informed 
parents they would receive 
letters from state officials 
explaining the changes 
within the coming days. 
During a parent forum on 
January 30 at Woodward, 
parents who had received 
the letter voiced their 
anger. Those in attendance 
at the forum included 
parents of students, 
Woodward teachers, the 
Kalamazoo School Board 
President Patti-Sholler 
Barber, Kalamazoo 
Schools Superintendent 
Michael Rice, Woodward 
Principal Frank Rocco, and 
Michigan Representative 
Jon Hoadley. 

Some parents stated 
their anger set in when 
they thought about the 
impact this would have on 
their children. The letter 
stated their children went 
to a “failing school”. This 
offended some parents 
because there is school of 
choice in Kalamazoo and 
they felt they were being 
ridiculed for choosing 
these schools. 

Professors at K who will 
be affected by the school 
closures like Siu-Lan Tan, 
Professor of Psychology, 
are very passionate about 
keeping these schools 
open.  

“As I’ve worked with 
Woodward for the past 
19 years, four projects a 
year, I know this is a great 

Superintendent of Kalamazoo Public Schools Dr. Michael Rice speaks at the Woodward School Community Meeting
[Meredith Ashton / The Index]

school with dedicated 
teachers, and many 
excellent programs that 
benefit children in ways 
not always reflected in 
test scores,” Tan said in a 
statement to students in her 
Development Psychology 
course who complete a 
Co-Authorship Project. 
This project allows K 
students to co-author a 
book with an elementary 
student at Woodward. This 
project is very enriching 
for the K student as well 
as the Woodward student, 
who may have limited 
experiences with college 
students in a relaxed 
environment where they 
are allowed to express 
themselves and have fun.   

Some efforts already 

made to keep the schools 
open included a petition 
anyone could sign which 
was sent to the Michigan 
SRO. This petition stated 
Woodward School and 
The Washington Writer’s 
Academy have made 
immense progress in the 
past 2 years including 
increased dedication to 
students and increased 
open communication 
with parents as a way 
to incorporate them in 
their child’s education. 
The petition asked that 
the School Reform 
Office visit the schools 
in question of closure to 
meet with the students and 
see how much they are 
learning and growing in 
the school environment. 

The petition was presented 
by concerned parents 
who ask for the schools 
to be removed from the 
list of forced closure. 
The parents argued that 
closing these schools 
will be a detriment to the 
Kalamazoo community 
and disadvantageous for 
faculty, staff and students 
who currently call these 
schools home. 

While the fight to 
keep both schools open 
continues, there will 
numerous forums over 
the next 30 to 45 days 
until a decision is made 
based on consideration 
of geographic, academic 
and enrollment of other 
Kalamazoo public schools. 

Two

Woodward School and 
Washington Writer’s 

Academy considered for 
closure

JANAY JOHNSON
co-editor-in-chief

Save

In response to a 
controversial executive 
order on immigration, 
Dr. Jorge Gonzalez, 
Kalamazoo College 
President, issued a 
statement to the K 
community last Monday 
affirming the college’s 
“commitment to an 
inclusive environment,” 
promising to “assertively 

Amidst controversy at 
the national level, K 

takes a stand
ADDIE DANCER 

staff writer

K college reSpondS To Trump’S immigraTion Ban
protect the records and 
the privacy of students, 
faculty and staff while 
abiding by the law.” The 
statement comes in the  
hope to quell widespread 
uncertainty on campus 
after an executive order 
placing a temporary total 
ban on immigration from 
seven countries (Iraq, 
Iran, Syria, Yemen, Sudan, 
Somalia, and Libya) was 
signed by President Trump 
on Friday, January 27th. 
The order incited a range 

of intense responses, 
including widespread 
protest, across the nation 
in the weekend that 
followed.

 The college’s 
statement was likely 
motivated after an online 
petition created by K 
alumna Jillian McLaughlin 
K’10 gained attention and 
received a total of 1,736 
signatures. The petition, 
posted to Change.org on 
Sunday, January 29th, 
cited statements made 

by the University of 
Michigan and Michigan 
State University, both of 
which opposed Trump’s 
order and vowed to 
protect the immigration 
status of their students. 
McLaughlin’s petition 
encouraged Kalamazoo 
College to do the same.

 But the college’s 
response seems to have 
done more than simply 
disagree with President 
Trump from a policy 
standpoint; Dr. Gonzalez 

writes that the executive 
order is “fundamentally 
opposed to the values 
of this institution,” 
implying the college has 
taken a stance against 
the immigration ban on 
ethical grounds.

 Riya Bhuyan, 
a first-year student and 
native of New Delhi, 
shared similar thoughts, 
particularly in regards 
to potential implications 
for international students 
like herself. Though she 

admits K hasn’t recently 
enrolled any students 
from the seven countries 
mentioned in the order, 
she sympathizes with 
international students 
across the country who 
will be impacted and 
worries for what might 
come, should the president 
decide to impose bans 
against other countries in 
the future.

 “For an 

 IMMIGRATION on page 2
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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“I’m a historian and I 
don’t deal in alternative 
facts,” opened Dr. Lisa 
Brock at a workshop 
last Wednesday, 
titled “Understanding 
Intersectionality in Social 
Justice Work.” Brock 
centered her lecture around 
intersectional praxis, 
solidarity and coalition 
building, and the right-
wing populist movement, 
which she equated to 
“white nationalism in 
the U.S.” Kalamazoo 
College Arcus Center for 
Social Justice Leadership 
offered the Academic 
Director’s workshop as 
part of the ongoing ACSJL 
Leadership Training 
Series. 

Brock began 
her discussion of 
“intersectionality”--a term 
coined by legal scholar 
Kimberlé Crenshaw 
in 1989-- by quoting 
Angela Davis: “All the 
feminist movements are 
seen as white, and black 
movements are seen as 
male.” So where does that 
leave black women that 
are at the axis?” asked 
Brock. “That’s what 
intersectionality means.”

Diving into a historical 
analysis of racial 
inequality in the United 
States, she explained 
the current prevailing 
attitude towards race: 

colorblindness. “After the 
Civil Rights Movement, 
everyone was taught that 
racism was bad… The 
problem is, we didn’t 
engage in any actual 
dialogue about what 
racism was. So you could 
have somebody like 
the woman who called 
Michelle Obama an ape, 
the next day, say ‘I’m not 
a racist.’”

Applying her analysis of 
intersectional praxis to the 
2016 presidential election, 
Brock examined the 
influence of populism and 
identity politics. “There’s 
a logic of whiteness that 
was operational in this 
election. Poor white men 
did not vote for Trump 
because they were poor. 
They voted because 

ACSJL Training Series 
examines intersectional 

praxis with Dr. Lisa 
Brock

Dr. Lisa Brock leads ACSJL Training Series workshop in the Arcus Center [Ayla Hull / The Index].

whiteness was their 
subjectivity.”

“So what’s the logic?” 
inquired Brock. “It’s 
white men feeling like 
they deserve the privileges 
of other white men, and 
because they have a select 
amount of challenges, 
they feel like they’re not 
getting that privilege. 
Yet, rather than using 
their class identity to ally 
with other poor people, 
they chose race as their 
subjective identity. They 
voted white.”

Examining the historical 
role of populism, Brock 
compared President 
Trump to President 
Andrew Jackson, famous 
for his populist ideology. 
Brock explained that 
Jackson “made the entire 

Deep South safe for two 
classes… he cleared the 
land for those who were 
wealthy and wanted to 
expand slavery, and he 
also cleared the land 
for regular white folks 
who wanted land. These 
[were] two white male 
classes working together.” 
Turning toward the 2016 
election, she noted, “This 
is interesting because the 
forgotten poor white men 
feel like other poor people 
are taking things that they 
should rightfully have.”

In a concluding thought, 
Brock challenged the 
prioritization of certain 
identities over others: 
“Sometimes we operate 
only on one or two 
[different identities] 
and the others recede. 

But how can we get 
people to operate on 
the ones that actually 
support the struggle 
against oppression, 
discrimination, and 
power?”

The Arcus Center will 
offer more conferences 
as a part of its Leadership 
Training Series in the 
coming weeks. These 
include Trans-Liberation 
Weekend, Dismantling 
Oppression and Paths 
to Liberation, and 
multiple Desire-Mapping 
Workshops. More 
information about the 
series can be found online 
at: https://reason.kzoo.
edu/csjl/. 

underSTanding inTerSecTionaliTy in Social JuSTice worK

AYLA HULL
news editor

international student, 
going outside the country 
to study is a huge step 
in more ways than one,” 
Bhuyan said. “For a 
lot of us, it’s a lifelong 
dream that we put a lot 
of financial, academic, 
and emotional investment 
into. For the American 
government to enforce 
something like this, 
impacting potentially tens 
of thousands of students 
across the country - I think 
it’s self-explanatory why 
it’s so ridiculous.”

 This said, Bhuyan 
applauds Kalamazoo 
College for making a 
statement.

 “I’m happy with 
the college’s response 
for the most part, and I 
understand that it’s all 
they can really do,” she 
said. “It’s ultimately 
an academic institution 

versus the government sort 
of situation, which is never 
easy. For me, the fact that 
the college took this stand 
is commendable.”

 In addition, Dr. 
Gonzalez affirms the 
college’s commitment to 
“supporting” students, 
faculty, and staff impacted 
by the president’s policies 

in his statement, and 
closed the letter as he 
almost always does, 
signing off with the 
college’s motto, “Lux 
Esto.” But this time, it 
can be reasonably inferred 
that this closing held more 
meaning than it might 
on any other day. The 
Latin phrase “Lux Esto” 

translates to in English to 
mean “let there be light,” 
or, even more simply, 
“be light.” In invoking 
the college’s motto, Dr. 
Gonzalez also brings to 
mind the image of the seal 
which bears those words: 
a torch held high in hand, 
much like the Statue of 
Liberty, which has been 

repeatedly displayed in 
protest to the executive 
order over the past week. 
For Bhuyan, an image like 
this, and all the weighty 
symbolism it carries, is 
suitable to the school she 
ultimately chose to leave 
home to attend.

 “Every time 
[Trump] does something 

IMMIGRATION FROM PAGE 1

A protest against President Trump’s executive order on immigration held on Saturday, February 4th at Bronson Park
[Photo Courtesy of Joshua Place]

to waver my faith in 
this country, the campus 
community is proof that 
graciousness and humanity 
still exists, even on this 
side of the Atlantic,” said 
Bhuyan.

$5 Super caShword $5 word BanK

Monte Carlo 2017
February 11th

Registration:
Feb. 6th-Feb.10th in the

Student Development Office
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As students strapped with 
looming deadlines and de-
prived of sleep, we often 
stumble our way to Stack’s 
or the caf to grab any type 
of sustenance that can keep 
us going. Rarely do we con-
sider the logistics regarding 
the production of our fuel: 
the treatment of those who 
picked and prepared the in-
gredients, the way the earth 
is treated in the process, and 
that others in the commu-
nity may not have the same 
access to the food systems 
we do.

“What is Food Justice?” 
took place last Wednesday as 
a panel discussion serving to 
encourage us to make more 
conscious choices about 
what we eat. Presented by 
the Just Food Collective as 
a part of the Kalamazoo 
College Climate Action Net-
work’s Winter Sustainabili-
ty Series, the event featured 
six panelists from K and the 
local community who dis-
cussed questions pertaining 
to the issue of food justice.

Anika Sproull ‘17, a 
member of the Just Food 
Collective, presented the 
speakers and facilitat-
ed questions. One of the 
primary goals of the event 

was to “increase under-
standing of food justice as 
it relates both to greater 
society and to our campus 
community,” she said.

The first order of business 
was to define “food justice.” 
Anthropology and sociolo-
gy professor Aman Luthra 
began, explaining the term 
as “addressing the system-
ic inequalities in the food 
system,” whether econom-
ic, cultural, racial, or oth-
erwise.

Phyllis Hepp of Kalam-
azoo Loaves and Fishes 
agreed with this defini-

Panelists and students 
discuss why knowing the 
origins of food matters

Panelists discussing the sustainability of our food system. [Photo Courtesy of Miranda Petersen]

tion. “Working toward 
food security, where ev-
eryone has enough food for 
a happy, healthy life is also 
an important aspect of food 
justice,” said Hepp. 

Writing Center Director, 
Amy Newday and co-own-
er of Harvest of Joy Farm, 
asserted that the current 
state of our food system is 
not sustainable. “Everyone 
should have the ability and 
resources to grow their own 
food,” said Newday.

She highlighted access to 
land, clean water, uncon-
taminated soil, and basic in-

formation as natural rights, 
which many people do not 
possess.  

Sproull then asked panel-
ists how the campus shares 
an inherent responsibility in 
this issue. Although K offers 
a range of courses and dis-
cussions pertaining to food 
justice and its individual 
components, JaRay Reese, a 
member of the People’s Food 
Co-op Anti-Racism Trans-
formation Team said, “the 
challenge is not to isolate 
the information.” Reese ex-
plained that throughout his 
work in the community, he 

has encountered volunteers 
who do not have a true stake 
in the improvement of the 
area, helping only tempo-
rarily until graduating or 
moving on.

Mariah Hennan ‘15 and 
a community advocate for 
Farmworker Legal Services 
of Michigan agrees. “There 
are hundreds of farmwork-
ers half a mile up the road,” 
said Hennan. She tied this 
to the notion that although 
the subject of food is person-
al, people also need to reach 
out to those who produce 
it. “Farmwork has value,” 

What is Food Justice?

AMELIA DONOHOE
staff writer

she added.
In terms of the role of K 

students, all of the speakers 
agreed that it is important to 
ask honest questions about 
the origins of our food, from 
farm to table. As for the 
event itself, Sproull gauged 
it as being a success for all 
everyone in the room.

“Food is so central to 
every being’s life, I believe 
that it is important for ev-
eryone to be able to engage 
in this conversation,” Sproull 
said.

Monte carlo 2017: What to expect

OSI’s Sara Bamrick and 
Grace Sims and Student 
Program Board have been 
working with their teams to 
bring an exciting and new 
Monte Carlo experience to 
campus.

 Monte Carlo will 
take place February 11th in 
Hicks Center. Students can 
begin to register starting 
Monday, February 6th to 

Friday, February 10th.  
Traditionally, Monte Carlo 
occurs every Winter Quarter 
as a fun and unique way to 
pass time on a Saturday night. 
Students may invite one guest 
that does not attend K.

 Kaitlyn Courtenay 
’17, looks forward to Monte 
Carlo each year. “It’s a great 
way to de-stress and think 
about something other than 
academics. Also, it a fun way 
to see everyone so dressed 
up because, I mean, nobody 
is going to come to class in a 
Monte Carlo outfit, so we get 

to see our friends and peers in 
a different light,” Courtenay 
said. “When it comes to dress, 
it’s kind of like a college-type 
Homecoming, really, you can 
wear whatever you will feel 
comfortable in, but a lot of 
people will be dressed up.”

 The Office of Student 
Involvement’s (OSI) Sara 
Bamrick assured The Index 
that Monte Carlo will offer 
more activities than in the 
past. “We will have more 
gaming tables, more non-
gaming activities, and more 
time to have fun with the event 

starting at 8pm, going until 
11:30pm, and then the after 
party from 11:30pm to 1am,” 
Bamrick stated.  It seems as 
if some of the food options 
may be different, too, with 
the addition of sushi as a main 
course. 

 A new feature that 
Bamrick highlighted is the 
addition of the Monte Carlo 
Bucket List, which includes 
21 different suggestions of 
things to do while at the event. 
If you complete the 21 items, 
with photos as proof, bring 
your evidence into OSI next 

week for a prize. Some of the 
activities listed are to jump 
into the money (raffle) cube, 
spin the LED wheel, play 
a hand of poker, take your 
chances at roulette, make a 
toast at the Monte Carlo after 
party, take a picture in the 
photo booth, take a picture 
in the Gold Room Lounge, 
and say hello to President 
Gonzales. 

 “After reading the 
Bucket List, I can tell that 
a lot of work has been put 
into making Monte Carlo an 
enjoyable experience for the 

whole campus and it’ll be 
different than the past 3 Monte 
Carlos I’ve attended. I’m not 
one to play any of the gambling 
games, but the Bucket List 
kind of inspired me to try 
some out…I definitely want 
to get a picture with me saying 
hello to President Gonzales, 
though,” Courtenay ’17 said. 
“I’m really looking forward 
to it.”

Janelle Grant
co-editor-in-chief

A night that will be sure 
to dazzle and amaze

!
!

Monte Carlo 2017, 
February 11th 

Registration Feb. 6th-Feb.10th in Student Development Office 
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BLACK
LOVE
Thursday, Feb. 9, 6-8 p.m.
Arcus Center for Social Justice Leadership
205 Monroe St., Kalamazoo, MI 49006
The Fatherhood Network and Dr. Kyla Fletcher invite you to an 
interactive discussion about intimate relationships within the Black 
community of Kalamazoo

Topics will generally focus on the role of communication, prevailing 
stereotypes and dismantling barriers

Opportunity:
Earn up to $15 for completing a research survey before the event
Call (269) 337-7467 for more details

Come Write for the 
Index!

Staff meetings are at 7:00 PM on 

Mondays in the Index Office

(Room 116, Hicks Center)
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Kalamazoo College Annual 
Asia Fest is a collaboration of 
tradition, modernity, politics 
and food that creates an 
entertaining and impactful 
evening. 

APISA (Asian Pacific 
Islander Student Association) 
hosted its annual Asia Fest 
featuring K-Desi last Saturday 
night. The event showcased 
the talents and identities of 
students from all over the 
world. 

Countries such as China, 
Nepal, India, Uzbekistan, 
Pakistan, Korea, Georgia, and 
Germany were represented 
both through performance 
and in attendance at the 
Kalamazoo College Dalton 
Theater. 

The show featured Asian and 
Asian American dances, vocal 
music, poetry, instrumental 
music, and concluded with a 
fashion show. 

Following intermission, 
a video “#THISIS2017” 
produced by Kimberly Yang 

AsiA FEst 2017
K’19 was featured. In the video 
K College students both shared 
their experiences as Asian 
American and took a stance 
of solidarity with Iraq, Syria, 
Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, 
and Yemen against president 
Donald Trump’s executive 
order restricting travel from 
those countries. 

In the video, Anthony Diep-
Rosas K’19 said, “There is a 
hierarchy that exists in the 
Asian-American experience, 
which conflicts within our 
own Asian American identity. 
For me I think the biggest 
challenge is to break down 
those barriers so we can come 
together as Asian Americans 
and form that community, so 
that we can create a holistic 
identity.”

Some of the other acts 
included a dance piece to the 
songs Superlove/Me Like Yuh 
choreographed by Joy Lim, 
an original rap titled “Burn it 
Down” by Simon Li K’19, and 
a performance of the Hmong 
song “Txoj hmoo” or “Fate” by 
Cheng Y. Moua K’20.

There was also a spoken 
word collaboration piece in 
which Hannah Jeong K’20, 
Christine Cho K’17, and 
Malavika Rao K’17 performed 
their own pieces. Their pieces 

Wil Mierz 
staff writer

were based on their personal 
experiences with their Asian-
American Identity.  

“With the snap of her 
fingers she disappeared/ 
nobody noticed the empty 
sari following the group while 
he went seven times around 
the fire” Rao said. 

A Croatian Rhapsody 

A night of dance, poems, 
and songs from all over 

the world held by APISA 
and K-Desi

Film rEviEw: JAckiE 
New film shows life of 

Jackie Kennedy after the 
assassination of husband, 

President Kennedy

piece featuring traditional 
Chinese instruments was 
another collaboration act by 
Mengqiao Guo (piano), Yu 
Shang (guzheng) and Quwei 
Jiang (pipa). Another act that 
featured traditional Chinese 
instruments was Sherry 
Chen, who played “Moon on 
Guanshan Mountain and Big 

Fish”, the theme song from 
the Chinese anime, Big Fish 
and Begonia. 

An act that combined 
traditional and modern aspects 
of culture was performed by 
Eva Kwak K’17. Eva performed 
her SIP (Senior Individual 
Project), entitled “Korean 
Identity Dance”. 

The event concluded with a 
fashion show. The participants 
showcased a wide variety of 
dress from their cultures. Food 
was catered by Saffron and 
Bangkok Flavor. 

[Photo Courtesty of APISA and K-Desi]

The assassination of John F. 
Kennedy is a Pandora’s box of 
sorts. You delve into its history 
for the sake of familiarizing 
yourself with a definitive 
moment in American history, 
but end-up being thrown into 
an abyss. 

The facts around the case, 
coupled with the complexities 
of Cold War politics can be 
overwhelming, to put it mildly. 
And no matter how far you 
read into it all, you could 
never reach a satisfactory 
conclusion-- something always 
seems amiss. 

I too was, in the not so 
distant past, an amateur 
‘conspiracy theorist’ on the 
subject, willing to offer my two 
cents upon being prompted. 

So when the news of a film 
on Jackie Kennedy-- the one 
who came out of the storm 
unharmed, if not unmarked-- 
first spread, I was eager to take 
a trip down memory lane.

There is not a lack of work 
produced about that day in 
Dallas. In fact, so much has 
been recorded over the past 
half-century that it would take 
about the same amount of time 
to sift through all of it. 

However, very little has 
been said about Jackie in 
that context. Director Pablo 
Larraín directs Jackie’s side 
in the film Jackie. One often 
reads about her grace and 
poise (and her controversial 
second marriage to the Greek 
shipping magnate Aristotle 
Onassis). 

Yet we seldom hear about 
her personal trials and 
tribulations with being one 
of the most recognised and 
followed people on the planet.

The film follows a non-
linear narrative, structured 

from a series of interviews with 
Jackie shortly after moving 
out of the White House. 
The lopsided chronology 
accentuates the protagonist’s 
volatile state of mind, adding 
an extra dimension to the 
mood of the film. 

The cinematography is also 
noteworthy, especially the use 
of colour and technique. From 
soft pastels and vibrant hues 
to black and white clips, the 
sequences move seamlessly 
from frame to frame.

For a movie named after it’s 
protagonist, the dependence 
on a great performance from 
its heroine is evident. From 
start to finish, this is Natalie 
Portman’s show. 

She effortlessly settles into 
the character of a woman 
forced to deal with such a 
personal tragedy as losing one’s 
spouse while in the public eye. 

As Jackie, Portman oozes 
charm. She’s feisty and 
resolute-- determined to give 
her husband a final hoorah 
that’ll insure his legacy-- but 
also vulnerable, letting her 
emotions loose during private 
moments. 

The supporting cast, 
especially Peter Sarsgaard in 
his turn as the loyal brother-
in-law Robert F. Kennedy, 
provides the foundation for 
the leading lady to shine.

Jackie transitions from 
being John’s partner to being 
the protector of his legacy. She 
defends his legacy by creating 
a contemporary version of 
the Arthurian myth of “The 
Camelot.”

[Jackie the Film]

riya Bhuyan
contributor

FEAr. OpprEssiOn. BigOtry.
The Arcus Center 

shows 13th

The well-attended screen-
ing of the Ava DuVernay di-
rected documentary 13th left 
dozens of people without 
a chair, and the dedicat-
ed viewers used jackets 
as cushions on the Arcus 
Center floor. Those attend-
ing the screening spoke 
among themselves until rep-
resentatives from Kalama-
zoo’s Black Arts and Cul-
tural Center (BACC) and 
Change Agent Consulting 
introduced the film.

 Described by Du-
Vernay, acclaimed direc-
tor of the movie Selma, as 
“150 years of oppression in 
100 minutes,” 13th exam-
ines the development of the 
United States’ prison system 
as a platform to perpetuate 
racism. Stemming from the 
ill-intentioned clause within 
the 13th Amendment abol-
ishing slavery “except as 
punishment for a crime,” the 
film traces the forces that 
created the racially dispa-
rate penal system that exists 
today.

 During the opening 
credits, the recognizable 
voice of former president 
Obama relayed a startling 
statistic: the U.S holds 5 
percent of the world’s pop-
ulation and 25 percent of its 
prisoners. The documenta-
ry then followed the racial 

history of the U. S. prison 
system through interviews 
with professors, activists, 
and legislators. Follow-
ing the 13th Amendment, 
convict leasing allowed 
prisons to “rent” out the 
inmates to assist with labor 
for a company or the gov-
ernment, reinstating slavery 
under the pretenses of as-
suaging the economic crisis 
created by the absence of 
free labor. 

 The already preju-
diced law enforcement in-
terpreted convict leasing 
as governmental encour-
agement to target Afri-
can-Americans, placing re-
cently freed individuals back 
into servitude. As the years 
progressed this discrimina-
tion grew more subtle, yet 
the myth of the “black crim-
inal” persisted and was pro-
pagandized by the media. 
The war on drugs became 
a war on communities of 
people of color and news 
outlets continued to sen-
sationalize and over rep-
resent the number of Afri-
can-American criminals to 
the public.

 The documenta-
ry then addressed the 1994 
Crime Bill under the Clinton 
administration, which 
endowed money for larger 
police forces, created new 
prisons, and introduced man-
datory minimums for judi-
cial sentencing. This bill, as 
well as many others provid-
ing profits for large compa-
nies and private prisons, was 
pushed by a group known 

as the American Legislative 
Exchange Council (ALEC).

 The support from 
corporate funders and the 
one in four legislators that 
belong to ALEC are the 
driving forces behind much 
of the legislation that sup-
ports private prisons. Similar 
lobbying groups contribute 
to the continuingly dispa-
rate population of people of 
color within U.S. prisons. 

The film ended with an 
explanation of the Black 
Lives Matter movement as 
the rehumanizing of the Af-
rican-American community 
after ages of injustice. The 
hosts then prompted the 
audience, asking for three 
words to describe the emo-
tions they felt about the in-
formation covered in the 
film.

“Fear.  Oppression. 
Bigotry,” responded a 
member of the audience, 
a sentiment received with 
audible acknowledgement 
from others in the room. The 
audience was broken up into 
two discussion groups: those 
who identified as people of 
color and those who identi-
fied as white. The groups re-
convened after ten minutes 
to discuss together, com-
municating the action steps 
collected from each of the 
groups. 

To end the discussion, the 
hosts stressed the necessi-
ty of supporting people of 
color in the community and 
encouraging involvement in 
movements advocating for 
their just treatment.

GABRIEL STANLEY
staff writer

Audience members complete a personal written reflection after the showing of 13th [Gabriel Stanley / The Index]
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Want the Latest K Sports Updates?
Then check us out at thekzooindex.com today!

MEN’S TENNIS SEASON PREVIEW

This Saturday, the Ka-
lamazoo College Men’s 
Tennis team opens their 
season against Wheaton 
in the Markin Racquet 
Center. The team will have 
a quick turnaround, as they 
host fellow top-10 Central 
Region Kenyon on Sunday.

 The Hornets begin 
the season as the #6 ranked 
team in the Central Region 
of the Division III Men’s 
Tennis rankings, and are 
the preseason favorites in 
the Michigan Intercollegiate 
Athletic Association. Along 
with the team ranking, Ka-
lamazoo also has the #2 
ranked singles player in the 
region in senior Branden 
Metzler, last year’s National 
Runner-Up. Metzler and his 
doubles partner junior Elan 
Dantus are also ranked #8 

in the region for doubles.
 It is no surprise that 

the Hornets are expected 
to win the MIAA, having 
earned at least a share of 
the conference title in each 
of the last 78 seasons (three 
shared titles). Kalamazoo 
returns all but two players 

from last year’s team, only 
one of which played regu-
larly for the Hornets. Ka-
lamazoo is also the only 
MIAA team ranked in the 
Central Region, and the 
only school with singles 
or doubles players ranked.

 Not only do 5 key 

players return from last 
season, but those 5 players 
were undefeated during 
MIAA last season. Kalam-
azoo also welcomes three 
first-years who could be key 
contributors. Noah Karoub 
and Daniel Henry both won 
their singles flights at the 

Koji VrooM
Sports Editor

Kalamazoo College Men’s 
Tennis seeks 79th straight 

MIAA title

This Week in
Hornet Sports 

   (Home Events Listed in Bold)

Wednesday February 8th:
• Women’s Basketball HOME vs. Hope 6:00 p.m. 
 Anderson Athletic Center
• Men’s Basketball HOME vs. Olivet 8:00 p.m.
 Anderson Athletic Center

Saturday January 28th:
• Women’s Basketball @ Trine 1:00 p.m.
• Men’s Basketball @ Calvin 3:00 p.m.
• Women’s Soccer @ Olivet 3:00 p.m.

Photo courtesy of Kalamazoo College Athletics

Hope Fall Invitational, while 
Zack Ray reached the semi-
finals. Karoub and Henry 
also both reached the Round 
of 16 at the Fall ITA Region-
als.

 The returning talent 
paired with the influx of 
newcomers should make the 

Hornets a force to be reck-
oned with in the MIAA.

 This weekend is 
only the beginning of a very 
difficult non-conference 
schedule for the Hornets, 
who have six other top-15 
Central Region schools on 
their schedule this season, 
five of which begin the 
season ranked in the top-10.

 On Sa turady, 
Metzler will face off against 
the #8 singles player in 
the Central Region, Justin 
Ancona of Wheaton, as 
well as the #7 doubles pair 
when he and Dantus face 
off against Ancona and Matt 
Steiner. Matches begin at 10 
a.m.

 Sunday pits Metzler 
against the #1 singles player 
in the region in Kenyon’s 
Sam Geier, and Kenyon’s 
#4 doubles pair Geier 
and Tristan Kaye. Sunday 
matches begin at 2 p.m.
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Monte Carlo 2017

A crowd formed in 
Arcus last Tuesday during 
common time, gathered 
around a deployable screen 
upon which a presentation 
was projected. In front of 
the screen stood professor 
Mathew Thomann, poised 
before the microphone 
in anticipation to begin 
his presentation titled 
“HIV Vulnerability, 
Medical Governance, and 
the Erasure of Sexual 
and Gender Diversity in 
Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire.”

 Part of a winter 
colloquium series hosted 
by the anthropology and 
sociology department 
at Kalamazoo College, 
the informative talk was 
created from a dissertation 
written by professor 
Thomann after his research 
concerning the exclusion 
of ambiguously defined 
groups categorized under 
the term branché. 

 The word branché 
derives from the French 
word branchér meaning 
“to connect or plug in” 

Anthropology and 
Sociology Colloquium

GABRIEL STANLEY
staff writer

Gender diversity and Hiv vulnerability in Côte d’ivoire
and has become a popular 
euphemism for sexual 
minorities to protect those 
that lie under this grouping 
from any ill wishes upon 
them by others. This 
word, however, leads to 
misunderstanding and 
misrepresentation due to 
the lack of clarity as to 
the specific groups within 
the overarching branches. 
This misidentification 
has much to do with 
the incredibly specific 
language used to describe 
the various categorizations 
within the word.

 Many branché use 
a language called woubi-
can which functions as a 
sort of slang that is used 
among other branché to 
provide more specific 
identifications which can 
be founded on bodily 
characteristics, such as 
penis size, to preferred 
sexual positions. More 
recognizable groupings 
of branché include men 
who have sex with men, 
referred to as MSM, and 
travestis. 

 T r a v e s t i s 
and other gender 
identifications found in 
Ivoirian society do not 
conform to Western views 

of transgender, which has 
created a difficult situation 
for the non-government 
organizations (NGOs) 
as well as many other 
programs established 
within Côte d’Ivoire to 
properly test for or prevent 
HIV/AIDS.

 Relief for these 
communities has faced a 
barrier from the criteria 
required to treat an 
individual is decided upon 
by the western leaders of 
the organizations. These 

restrictions on who can be 
treated do not encompass 
the range of identifications 
that are present in the 
communities that the 
organizations intend to 
help. This has led to the 
misclassification of the 
branches to conform to 
the western classifications 
of identity. This is done 
so that the number of 
individuals helped may 
look favorably upon the 
organization so that they 
may expand the range of 

organization assistance. 
 T h o m a n n 

believes that “intervention 
programs have to be 
adapted to the local 
context.” This is a 
necessary step to an 
inclusive HIV/AIDS 
prevention program, one 
which would require a 
great deal of effort and 
would positively impact 
the lives of many branché 
in a substantial manner.

Gender diversity and HIV vulnerability talk hosted in the Arcus Center
[Courtesy of the Kalamazoo College]
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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"Making Religion on the Reservation: Native Americans and the 
Limits of American Religious Freedom" 

 
Armstrong Lecture, Thursday, February 16, at 7PM in Olmstead Room 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
This year's guest speaker is Tisa Wenger, an associate professor of American religious history at 
Yale Divinity School.  
 
Wenger’s research and teaching interests include the history of Christianity in the 19th and 20th 
century United States, the politics of religious freedom, and the intersections of race and religion 
in American history. 
 
!
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Every college student, es-
pecially those in the liberal 
arts, is familiar with the “so 
what are you doing after 
college?” question. The 
quarterly colloquium talks 
sponsored by Kalamazoo 
College’s Psychology de-
partment provide some po-
tential answers to these big 
questions. Last Tuesday’s 
discussion was hosted by 
Douglas A. Lepisto, Ph.D., 
K’04, who is currently a pro-
fessor at Western Michigan 
University (WMU). 

Lepisto was introduced 
by Professor Robert Batsell. 
“These S.I.P. materials 
matter, kids,” said Batsell 
as he waved Lepisto’s 2004 
SIP folder in the air. “You 
never know when they’ll 
be used as a prop to intro-
duce you to an audience,” 
he joked. 

“It’s pretty weird to be 
back here 13 years later,” 
said Lepisto, who went on 
to say that “K really provides 
you with the critical think-
ing and breadth to be suc-
cessful after college.”

Lepisto was a Psycholo-
gy major and a Sociology 
minor at K, and he is now a 

specialist in the field of Or-
ganizational Behavior Psy-
chology. He assured current 
Psychology students that he 
also didn’t know the answer 
to the “what are you doing 
after graduation” question 
when he was a college senior.  

Lepisto described his 
journey after graduating 
from K, where he worked for 
an advertising agency and 
then received his masters in 
Sociology from the Univer-
sity of Chicago. He found 
the subject too abstract, so 

WMU Professor speaks 
about Psychology career 

paths

Douglas A. Lepisto, K’04, speaks at the Psychology Colloquium [Meredith Ashton / The Index]

he switched gears to more 
applied work with the 
Monitor consulting firm. 
Lepisto then transitioned 
to Boston College where he 
studied qualitative research 
methods, and upon gradua-
tion he returned to Kalam-
azoo, MI to teach at WMU. 

“The moral of the story is 
that your path always makes 
sense after the fact,” said 
Lepisto in reference to his 
own seemingly disjointed 
career path. “Don’t think 
about it—go do it. That’s the 

only way you’ll figure out 
what you really want to do.”

Lepisto’s journey brought 
him to the field of Organiza-
tional Behavior (OB), which 
encompasses a broad range 
of psychological study.  The 
discussion focused on three 
perspectives of Organiza-
tional Behavior: behaviors 
relevant to organizations, 
behavior in the context of 
a particular organization, 
and behavior as necessary 
for the task of organizing. 

“There are a lot of differ-

ent ways to go in OB. You 
want to be really mindful 
if you’re getting a Ph.D. in 
one of these areas,” said 
Lepisto in regards to pur-
suing the field at a gradu-
ate level. He went on to de-
scribe his current research, 
which studies the human 
attachment to objects in 
the context of the work-
place. The research has re-
vealed that creative workers 
do have a tendency to 
become attached to their 
work product, and provides 

What are you doing With that psychology major?

MEREDITH ASHTON
features editor

some suggestions for reduc-
ing this issue within an or-
ganization. 

Lepisto advised current 
Psychology students to con-
sider the field of Organiza-
tional Behavior as a poten-
tial area of study and career 
path, pointing towards the 
lucrative job opportunities 
that are appearing in the job 
market today. 

the city oF Kalamazoo imagines the Future

The Foundations for 
Excellence is a philanthropic 
project in which private 
investors have promised a 
$70 million gift to the City of 
Kalamazoo, a number Mayor 
Bobby Hopewell and his team 
hopes will grow to as much 
as $500 million dollars by 
the year 2025. The project 
will be used to fund programs 
throughout the city determined 
by the public.

 The Foundations 
for Excellence is what 
Mayor Bobby Hopewell has 
described as a “private-public 
partnership” between the City 
of Kalamazoo and benefactors 
in the private sector, namely 
William Parfet, former head 
of MPI Research Co. and 
William Johnston, head of 
Greenleaf Cos. 

 “We are the home 
of significant philanthropy 
happening in this city, and 
in weird and quirky ways, 
some might say,” said Mayor 
Hopewell. “We have civic 

theatres, we have parks, we 
have art institutes, [sic] all 
kinds of things certainly 
because of the historical 
involvement of philanthropy.”

 The primary aims of 
the project include stabilizing 
the city’s budget to eliminate 
the $3 million deficit and 
lowering the municipal 
property tax from 19% to 12%. 
While the mayor emphasizes 
that these are the first priorities 
for his team, the remainder of 
the funds will go towards the 
aspirations of the Kalamazoo 
community.

The major, long-term 
programs and projects will 
be envisioned by Imagine 
Kalamazoo, an association 
of community leaders and 
city planners with the input 
of community members. 
Mayor Hopewell urges young 
people and students to partake 
in Imagine Kalamazoo’s 
community outreach events 
and to contribute their voices 
to the city’s strategic plan. 

“There are large community 
engagements and small 
group meetings students 
can have on campus, but 
imaginekalamazoo.com has 
all of the information students 

need to get involved,” said 
Hopewell. 

 Environmental 
sustainabili ty,  public 
transportation, and economic 
success are just a few of the 
issues Imagine Kalamazoo is 
meant to approach. Members 
of the community are invited to 
offer creative ideas at meetings 
until the City Commission 
makes the final allocation 
decisions beginning later this 
year. 

Upcoming Imagine 
Kalamazoo events include 
a meeting at the Western 
Michigan University Office 
of Sustainability on Thursday, 
February 16 from 6:00-7:30 
PM, St. Mary’s Church on 
Wednesday, February 22 
from 5:30-7:00 PM, and 
Parkwood-Upjohn Elementary 
on Tuesday, February 28 from 
6:30-7:00 PM. Directions to 
upcoming events are available 
online at imaginekalamazoo.
com/events. 

“We can think big and we 
can try new things,” Mayor 
Hopewell said. “We have to 
start thinking as mighty and 
as big as we believe we are.”

Local benefactors give 
generously to the city to 
fund aspirational projects

CON CURRAN
staff writer

This chart demonstrates how Imagine Kalamazoo 2025 will allocate funds
[Courtesy of the Kalamazoo City Commission]

Come Write for the 
Index!

Staff meetings are at 7:00 PM on 

Mondays in the Index Office

(Room 116, Hicks Center)
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Betsy DeVos’s (Potential) Impact on K

In a climactic moment in 
politics that was almost as 
historic as it was tragic, Vice 
President of the United States 
and James Bond villain Mike 
Pence cast the tie-breaking 
vote to confirm Betsy Devos as 
Education Secretary this past 
Tuesday. Devos’s nomination 
by hamster-handed president 
Donald Trump back in 
November, though one of 
many controversial choices 
made by the then-president-
elect, was perhaps the single 
most contested nomination 
of all, sparking widespread 
protest across the country, 
particularly by the nation’s 
public school teachers. 

Critics have noted that 
DeVos lacks experience to 
be Education Secretary; she 
has never held a professional 
position as an educator in her 
life, nor has she, or any of 
her four grown children, ever 
attended, taught in, or run an 
American public school. In 
addition, some worry about 
DeVos’s ability to maintain 
separate church-state relations; 
in an interview with a 
Christian philanthropic group 
The Gathering, she explicitly 

How she could screw 
things up for us, too

stated that her mission through 
education is to “advance God’s 
kingdom.” DeVos has also 
donated to organizations that 
promote dominion theology.

As always, I try to devote 
my more politically-charged 
opinions to how current 
happenings at the federal 
level may impact us here in 
Kalamazoo, more specifically, 
here at K College. And, 
granted, DeVos seems to have 
her focus set primarily on 
K-12 grade levels, and not so 
much on higher ed (despite 
the rising rate of college 
tuition and student loan debt 
indicating that reform is sorely 
needed). What’s more, as a 
private college, K is probably 
among those academic 
institutions across the country 
least vulnerable to DeVos’s 
acts as Education Secretary. 
But that, by no means, 
guarantees us immunity from 
the impacts that will be felt 
by other American colleges 
and universities.

 For one thing, DeVos 
has said in hearings it would 
be “premature” to confirm 
she will uphold department 
guidelines requesting 
colleges take an “active 
role” against sexual assault. 
These guidelines were put 
in place during the Obama 
administration in an effort to 
fight rampant sexual assault 

March on Washington:
Drawing the Line Between Empowerment and Oppression

The Women’s March on 
Washington on January 21, 
2017 has been donned the 
largest protest in Ameri-
can history--a movement 
that aims to ensure rights 
for women of all back-
grounds,  especially in re-
sponse to the recent election 
of Donald J. Trump. But for 
all of our political scientists 
out there, we must ask our-
selves: how does this event 
measures through our his-
torically stratified political 
system? In other words, how 
does the Women’s March 
on Washington compare to 
the pluralistic ideals of our 
not-so Founding Fathers?

To answer this question, 
we must first understand 
pluralism: the idea that all 
people in a state receive 
equal opportunities and re-
sources to vie for power and 
policies. In other words, 
government acts as a play-
ing-field for groups to gain 
recognition and representa-
tion. In a pluralist system, 
policy is dictated by winning 
groups, as part of a larger 
winner-loser system that is 
constantly in rotation. Po-

Exploring the 
stratification of the US 

political system through 
the Women’s March on 

Washington

litical entities wishing to 
change their standing may 
utilize various methods of 
political engagement, in-
cluding but not limited to: 
voting, running for office, 
grassroots organizing, and 
protesting. Lastly, groups 
should be inclusive of all 
individuals.

So did this march truly 
act in a pluralistic manner 
in which groups were able 
to compete for their diver-
gent interests? While on 
the surface, the Women’s 
March may have utilized 
these techniques to pursue 
pluralistic ideals, such a 
vision can never reach its 
full potential in the United 
States due to our longstand-
ing history of stratification 
and inequality.

This ideology can be 
closer identified through 
the example of the Women’s 
March. Although multiple 
groups competed for their 
recognition and represen-
tation, some groups were 
clearly prioritized over 
others. Many have critiqued 
the march as under-repre-
sentative of groups includ-
ing but not limited to trans-
gender women, non binary 
folks, people with disabili-
ties, and racial minorities. 
We understand the history 
of stratification and genera-
tions of structural inequality 
to play a fundamental role 
in the unequal representa-
tion and prioritization of 

AYLA HULL 
news editor

ADDIE DANCER
oppinions editor

SARA NELSON
staff contributor

groups at the march. 
So… we’re not pluralistic. 

But did the march meaning-
fully contribute to the na-
tional discourse and ongoing 
political disputes? Many 
would say yes. For days 
afterward, photos of the 
worldwide event circulated 
domestic and internation-
al social media and news 
outlets. There’s no doubt 
that the Women’s March 
caught the attention of the 

world. Within certain pock-
ets--including K--discus-
sions arose surrounding dis-
tribution of resources and 
representation at Women’s 
Marches around the world. 
But in many discussions, the 
under-represented groups 
that received unequal rep-
resentation at the march 
seemed to once again be 
cast aside. It is our duty--as 
members of the Kalamazoo 
community--to bring those 

oppressions to the forefront 
of this movement. It is im-
perative to view ourselves 
through a critical lens if 
we are to progress toward 
inclusion of all disenfran-
chised groups.

This movement will go 
down history. But plural-
ists shouldn’t think their 
work is done just yet. Em-
powerment generated by the 
march for certain groups 
shouldn’t be confused with 

the reparations of structur-
al inequality in our politi-
cal system. Although this 
movement created strides for 
some, it came at the expense 
of other disenfranchised 
groups, proving that fun-
damental barriers to a truly 
pluralistic society remain.  
Until we reconstruct our 
system as a whole, the long-
standing history of political 
stratification in the United 
States will endure.

Posters lie at Federal Triangle Metro Station across from Trump International Hotel after D.C. protest
[Ayla Hull / The Index].

President Trump with Betsy DeVos, who was sworn in as Education Secretary on Tuesday, February 7th 
[Jabin Botsford / The Washington Post]

on college campuses across 
the country, and to overturn 
what few regulations that exist 
could potentially jeopardize 
what little progress has been 
made since.

 What’s more, DeVos, 
despite her apparent disinterest 
in higher education, will have 
to have some kind of role in 
the upcoming reauthorization 

of the Higher Education Act, 
which has a major impact on 
the country’s student loan 
program, which impacts 
millions of Americans. 
Though DeVos has criticized 
the rising cost of college, she 
has called debt-elimination 
proposals “in stark contrast” 
to approaches that address 
the “core” issues of higher 

education. Even so, DeVos’s 
opinions on such matters 
should probably be taken with 
a grain of salt, considering she 
hilariously told Al Franken, 
a Democratic senator from 
the state of Minnesota, that 
student loan debt had gone 
up 980% in the last eight 
years. Franken’s response - an 
incredibly exasperated, “that’s 

just not so” - is absolutely 
right; the correct figure is 
118%. 

It would seem that, if we can 
find anything good in DeVos’s 
young tenure as Education 
Secretary so far, it may just be 
learning how to laugh through 
the pain.
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Senior Performances were 
performed this past weekend 
from February 9th to the 12th 
in the Dungeon Theater of 
the Kalamazoo College Fine 
Arts Building. Four plays were 
shown, all of them directed by 
Kalamazoo College seniors.

101 Humiliating Stories, 
written by Lisa Kron K’ 83, 
was directed and performed 
by Madison Donoho K’17 and 
Emma Franzel K’17. Franzel 
and Donoho both play Kron 
and portray the experiences 
in her piece. As Kron, 
Donoho and Franzel tell of 
past humiliating experiences 
such as “Geeky celebrity 
encounters” with famous 
actress Sigourney Weaver 
and a local weatherman, and 
speaking at a high school 
reunion about being a lesbian. 
Donoho and Franzel tell 

KAlAmAzoo CollEgE sEnior PErformAnCEs 
these anecdotes with self-
deprecating comedic charm.

Aidan Johnson K’17 directed 
Gruesome Playground Injuries 
by Rajiv Joseph. The play 
starred Megan Wilson K’20 
as Doug and Rachel Frank 
K’ 19 as Kayleen. Gruesome 
Playground Injuries tracks 
these two characters as they 
grow up from the age of 8 to 
33 and their various injuries.  

Piss and Vinegar, written 
by Camille Wood K’17 and 
directed by Clapton Marquis 
K’17, stars Cody Colvin K’17 
as Mr. X, an unemployed 
neighborhood outcast that 
influences a kid named 
Donald, played by Ethan 
Cuka K’20. The supporting 
cast consisted of Tinsel, played 
by Adam Gothard K’17; Rez 
played by Matthew Ryder K’ 
18; and Grub played by Thania 
Stavropoulos K’17.

Directing Piss and Vinegar, 
Marquis found more difficulty 
than he expected. 

“Basically, I thought going 
into it, ‘Oh, yeah, I’ve got 
this. No problem. But in the 

end, I think I learned how 
I am as a director and how 
hefty productions are,” said 
Marquis. “I also felt like I 
learned a lot being around 
other students my age that I 
was in a leadership role of but 
not in charge of necessarily in 
control of.” 

Stuck in Neutral is a 
one-man play written and 
starring Kyle Lampar K’ 17 
and directed by Thaddeus 
Buttrey K’17. The play is about 
an Uber driver named Blake as 
he speaks with many different 
oddball characters that he 
drives to their destination. 

For Lampar, the process 
behind Stuck in Neutral 
started a year and a half ago 
when he first had the idea. The 
idea soon took a turn with 
the Uber shooting incident 
last year. 

“[The Kalamazoo shooting] 
was a sort of intense ultimatum 
for me was whether to 
continue to write this idea 
that I had or to go in a different 
direction. Ultimately I’m glad 
that I decided to keep writing,” 

A night of dance, poems, 
and songs from all over 

the world held by APISA 
and K-Desi

zooroonA for thE Win

How does the local 
restaurant fit into the 

Kalamazoo food scene?

Situated in the same 
plaza as the highly cele-
brated Saffron, is Zooroo-
na, a Mediterranean grille. 
Given its proximity to such 
a beloved establishment, I 
was intrigued as to what of-
ferings Zooroona had which 
would allow it to exist as a 
worthy competitor in the Ka-
lamazoo food scene.

My friends and I entered 
as a party of six into an airy 
space with two curtained, 
alcove-like lounge areas 
jutting out from one wall. 
The ceiling was tall, with 
twinkly lights and branch-
es winding around the in-
dustrial piping, which was 
painted a soft blue. A bright 
mural filled the wall next to 
which we chose to sit.

Thin bread arrived in 
baskets outfitted with con-
tainers of both olive oil and 
spices begging to be mixed. 
Though already satisfied, 
we also ordered appetizers 

of more bread and hummus, 
as well as a cheese platter.

The hummus fell victim to 
neglect, as the cheese and ac-
companying fig jam proved 
more exciting. I didn’t know 
what the cheeses were, but 
that in no way inhibited my 
glee in consuming them.

Next, we were offered 
soup or a salad as precursor 
to our entrees. The salads 
featured fresh ingredients 
and the lentil soup was 
mild in heat but interest-
ingly spiced.

Although our friend group 
included several who follow 
vegetarian or gluten-free 
diets, no one had any trouble 
ordering entrees. The menu 
was very accommodating, 
featuring a meatless section 
with dishes like Galaya, a 
mixture of vegetables in a 
spiced pomegranate sauce 
over rice in addition to a 
wide selection for meat 
lovers. A favorite at our 
table was Chicken Shwarma, 
which Julia Petroff K’19, 
a shwarma enthusiast, de-
scribed as “ the best I’ve 
ever had.”

For those of us who can 
provide id, the restaurant 

also boasts a full bar, com-
plete with bartender and 
shiny counter. This accounts 
for the “lounge” descriptor 
featured on the sign, allow-
ing patrons feel as though 
they can linger with a drink.

Atmospherically speak-
ing, it is a “nice hybrid of 
traditional Mediterranean 
aesthetic and contempo-
rary, hip American décor,” 
said Jake Mooradian K’19.

Since it was Mooradi-
an’s birthday, the wait-
ress brought him a com-
plimentary gelato, one of 
several enticing options on 
an entirely separate menu.

Due to the amount of rea-
sonably sized courses we 
ordered, we left full enough 
as to feel as though we were 
practically waddling to 
our cars. And in one of the 
greatest victories of college 
living, we had containers 
of leftovers in tow. On the 
two-minute drive home to 
campus, we decided that 
when held next to Kalam-
azoo mainstays like Food 
Dance and Saffron, Zoo-
roona definitely brings a 
lot to the table.

AMELIA DONOHOE
staff writer

TIM DECOURSEY
staff writer

Madison Donoho ’17 and Emma Franzel ’17 act in 101 Humiliating Stories 
[Photo Courtesy of Sean Bouge]

Lampar said.
Conflicts in the plays deal 

with controversial topics, 
like identity. Donald in Piss 
and Vinegar and Lisa Kron 
in 101 Humiliating Stories 
discuss coming out to people 
and the inner-conflict many 
feel in doing so. Gruesome 

Playground Injuries focuses 
on why people feel the need 
to hurt themselves. Both Doug 
and Kayleen contend with 
problems such as low self-
esteem and drug addiction. 
While Stuck in Neutral 
examines how people dealing 
with guilt and trauma by 

using the real life incident 
of the Kalamazoo shooting 
incident. 

The next Kalamazoo 
College theater production 
is Raisin in the Sun, which 
will be performed Feb. 23-27. 

[Amelia Donohoe / The Index]

BrEAK thE ChAin

[Trisha Dunham / The Index]

Night of dinner, film, and 
a teach-in at the Arcus 

center. 

The Arcus Center hosted 
dinner, a film screening and 
teach in focused on the film 
Break The Chain. Center 
Manager Jax lee Gardner 
introduced the film, which 
focuses on human traffick-
ing in Michigan, specifical-
ly in southern Michigan. 

The film included news 
segments, personal reflec-
tions from survivors, and 
interviews with people in a 
task force and government. 

For the two main survi-
vors included in the film, 
Deborah and Kwami, human 
trafficking greatly altered 
their lives. 

“It was taking away part 
of my life, I didn’t know 
who I am anymore,” said 
Kwami.

Following the film 
Rebecca from YWCA, Kara 
an attorney at Farm Worker 
Legal Services, and Ben 
Moe board member for Ka-
lamazoo anti human traf-

ficking coalition gave pre-
sentations. 

Rebecca led a simulation 
game for attendees to ex-
perience situations people 
who are human trafficked 
deal with. 

At YWCA, Rebecca and 
the center work to help 
human trafficking survi-
vors with a wide variety 
of things including emer-
gency shelter, relocation, 
safety plan, education plan, 
connected with community 
services. 

Rebecca said that she and 
the center help people with 
“whatever they’re hoping to 
do to help them with their 
goals.”

Kara said that Farm 
Worker Legal Services 
help workers with any legal 
issues they may have, pri-
marily legal issues with their 
employment.

Michigan has over 90,000 
people come in to work in 
harvesting crops and “it’s 
estimated that about half of 
them are migrant workers, 
coming outside of the state 
Michigan,” Kara said. 

Laws regarding working 
conditions have historically 

excluded agricultural work. 
“Think about how or agricul-
ture started,” Kara said. “It 
was on the backs of slaves. 
And as it evolved there were 
always exceptions.”

Ben from the Anti-human 
trafficking coalition said 
that it’s hard to buy most 
food without human traf-
ficking having some part 
in the process. 

“It’s pretty much impossi-
ble to buy a banana without 
human trafficking in some 
way, “said Ben.

Samantha Weaver, an 
intern for Farm Worker 
Legal Services said that she 
was hesitant about the film 
but was pleasantly surprised. 

“I had not heard the rhet-
oric of it being human traf-
ficking before, which is 
really significant and strik-
ing. I think it’s a very im-
portant distinction to make,” 
Samantha said. “Slavery 
never disappeared, whether 
that’s through mass incarcer-
ation, whether that’s through 
human trafficking. Systems 
have always found a way to 
exploit labor.” 

TRISHA DUNHAM
a&e editor
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MEN’S TENNIS VICTORIOUS TWICE
ON OPENING WEEKEND

This past weekend the 
Kalamazoo College Men’s 
Tennis team started the 
season strong with a 9-0 
sweep of Wheaton, and a 
6-3 victory of #11 ranked 
Kenyon.

 On Saturday, the 
Hornets won all three 
doubles matches 8-5, 8-3, 
and 8-4. They then fol-
lowed up the doubles sweep 
by winning five of the six 
singles matches in two sets, 
and a comeback victory from 
first-year Noah Karoub.

 Comebacks and 
contributions from first 
year players were also key 
for the Hornets on Sunday 
against Kenyon. First year 
Zack Ray and senior Eric 

Dewitt took #2 doubles, 
along with senior Branden 
Metzler and junior Elan 
Dantus’ win at #1 doubles 
to give Kalamazoo a 2-1 
lead heading into singles. 
The Hornets then saw two 
comebacks from first year 
Daniel Henry at #2 singles, 

and the match clinching 
victory from Dantus at five 
to give Kalamazoo a 6-3 
victory.

 The victories give 
the Hornets confidence as 
they continue their tough 
non-conference schedule.

 “I think starting 

off on a good note like we 
did really sets the tone for 
the rest of the season” said 
Metzler, who also mentioned 
the contributions from the 
first years. “The key part 
of this weekend was to see 
how our first years could 
play under pressure”.

Koji Vroom
Sports Editor

Kalamazoo College 
Men’s Tennis kicks off 
the season with wins 

over Wheaton and #11 
Kenyon

This Week in
Hornet Sports 

(Home Events Listed in Bold)

Wednesday February 15th:
• Men’s & Women’s Swimming & Diving @ MIAA Champioships
 @ Holland Aquatic Center 7:00 p.m. (Wednesday – Saturday)
• Women’s Basketball HOME vs. Olivet 7:30 p.m. Anderson Athletic Center
• Men’s Basketball @ Hope 8:00 p.m.

Friday February 17th:
• Women’s Tennis @ Oberlin 5:30 p.m.

Saturday February 18th:
• Men’s Tennis HOME vs. #35 Coe College 11:00 a.m. Markin Center
• Women’s Basketball HOME vs. Albion 1:00 p.m. (Senior Day)
• Men’s Basketball HOME vs. Adrian 3:00 p.m. (Senior Day)
• Women’s Tennis @ Case Western Reserve 5:00 p.m.

Sunday February 19th:
• Men’s Tennis HOME vs. Wabash 10:00 a.m. Markin Center

Photo courtesy of Kalamazoo College Athletics

 Especially with a 
handful of tough non-con-
ference matches remaining, 
the team knows the impor-
tance of taking it one match 
at a time and not to let early 
success let them get com-
placent.

 “I think it’s import-

ant to remain in a game to 
game mindset” said senior 
Alberto Ayala. “But hope-
fully this gives our guys 
the confidence to believe 
that we can compete with 
anybody on any given day” 
he added.

 Both matches were 
well attended by the Hornet 
faithful at Markin, who did 
not go unnoticed by the 
players.

 “Getting crowd 
support is always a boost 
for the players” said senior 
Jacob Scott. “Especially in 
big matches against other 
top teams”.

 The Hornets tough 
schedule continues at 
Markin this Saturday Febru-
ary 18th against #35 ranked 
Coe College (Kalamazoo is 
currently ranked #36) at 11 
a.m., and Wabash College 
on Sunday.
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On Monday, February 
20th, Jim Prince, the Vice 
President for Business and 
Finance at Kalamazoo 
College lead a forum in 
Bissell to explain and 
discuss rising tuition 
prices, where tuition is 
spent, endowment, and 
investment in divestment 
of fossil fuels at K in 
efforts to be transparent 
with the K community. 

The forum included a 
PowerPoint on the value 
of an education at K, 
expenditures, revenues, 
salaries, endowment 
logistics, explanations of 
the College’s choice to not 
divest, and an overview of 
the projected budget for 
the upcoming academic 
year. The PowerPoints 
are available to the K 
community on the “K 
Student Body” Facebook 
page and were shared with 
The Index. 

A common question is, 
why does K cost so much? 
Prince assured that tuition 
is very much comparable 
with other Colleges that are 
similar to K. Additionally, 
larger institutions 
have more students to 
cover expenditures. 
Right now, Kalamazoo 
College has about 1,400 
students; therefore, “K’s 
expenditures must be 
covered by a relatively 
small revenue base,” 
Prince said. 

Prince stated that if he 
were student, he would 
have asked the College 
why they are not drastically 
reducing tuition to follow 

VP of Business and 
Finance hosted a forum 

for transparency of 
finances at K

JANELLE GRANT
co-editor-in-chief

Where Does the Money Go?
the example of other 
institutions. “A reduced 
tuition impacts financial 
aid because students will 
still expect financial aid, 
but the financial aid award 
will have to be reduced,” 
Prince said. The reduction 
in aid would be due to the 
lack of revenue coming 
to the College based on a 
lesser tuition price.

The sticker price of 
Kalamazoo College is 
about $56,000. “Financial 
aid then reduces that cost 
about 52%,” Prince said.

“Revenue has to go a 
long way to meet a lot of 
operational costs,” Prince 
said. Prince hopes that by 
the end of the four years 
at K that students will be 
able to notice the value of 
their education from this 
institution. According to 
Prince, to continue to offer 
multiple opportunities 
to students, K invests in 
expensive programs, like 
study abroad.

Proceeding to fully 
answer the question of 
why K’s education costs 
what it does, Prince 
stated that approximately 
61% or $29 million of 
expenditures goes towards 
personnel, salaries, and 
benefits. The College 
prides itself of primarily 
hiring full-time faculty, 
instead of a large number 
of adjunct professors 
that could lessen salary 
expenditure. While 
hiring adjuncts may save 
the College money, the 
College is more interested 
in the quality based on the 
amount of time full-time 
professors are able to offer 
during their time at K.

Prince has also stated 
that along with offering a 
competitive faculty salary 
among similar institutions, 
the College must take 

into account the price of 
healthcare benefits, which 
have increased under the 
Affordable Healthcare 
Act. The College invests 
about $4 million in 
healthcare for employees. 

Around campus, 
there has been talk of  
Kalamazoo College being 
in financial trouble and 
expecting a deficit with the 
upcoming budget. Prince 
assured that, “the College 
is not in financial trouble. 
We have no short-term 
borrowing need and any 
given year the budget may 
not meet the revenue.”

Although K is not in 
any immediate financial 
trouble, there is a 
projected deficit. The 
College’s strategic reserve 
is projected to be out 
of money next year. A 
reason for this is smaller 
classes due to lower-than- 
expected enrollment and 
the upcoming graduation 
of the largest class on 
campus. 

Goals to fix this problem 
are to continue to build 
the endowment, tighten 
the budget, striving for 
higher retention rates 
from the first year to the 
second year, admit and 
award financial aid early, 
and change in residence 
hall policy that will keep 
Juniors on campus longer. 

A factor in the College 
choosing to not divest in 
fossil fuels was  disruption 
of the endowment. Prince 
encourages students to 
look into a long-term 
divestment proposal that 
meets the guidelines 
and aligns with the 
endowment. “The board 
has heard students, 
they understand it’s an 
important issue,” Prince 
said. “I can’t speak for the 
board, but it’s possible.”

“These pressures are 
not unique to K. It is a 
national problem [among 
institutions],” Prince 
said. Prince is hopeful 
that students are able 
to understand the value 
of their experiences 
and education at K. For 
example, he shared that 
92% of the Class of 
2016 has secured full-
time employment and 
a considerable amount 
are enrolled in graduate 
programs. 

2016-2017 Operating Budget Projection as of February 
[Photo Courtesy of James Prince, Kalamazoo College]

the InDex takes 
MInneapolIs

Over the past 
weekend, The Index 
traveled to Minneapolis, 
Minnesota for The Best 
of the Midwest College 
Journalism Convention. 
This convention is held 
every year and aims to 
help college newspapers 
become professional, 
informational, and 
enjoyable to read. Student 
writers from all over 
the Midwest including 
Michigan, North Dakota, 
Wisconsin, Iowa and 
Minnesota attended the 
convention and brought 
their newspapers to 
showcase and network 
with other college and 
university writers and 
editors. 

The Associated 
Collegiate Press 
(ACP) prepares about 
30 practical learning 
sessions, including 
general topic keynote 
speakers, problem-solving 
breakout sessions and 
discussion groups at 
The Best of the Midwest 
Convention. Some other 
events include ACP’s 
Best of Show contest, 
which consists of school-

Associated College Press 
hosts Best of Midwest 
Journalism Convention

JANAY JOHNSON 
co-editor-in-chief

submitted newspaper 
issues for judgment of 
overall excellence as 
well as a reception where 
writers from different 
colleges and universities  
can meet each other and 
discuss their newspaper. 

Each year there is an 
average of around 250 
representatives. The ACP 
Best of the Midwest 
convention has become 
an annual place to seek 
solutions, share success 
stories, discover trends 
and network with students 
from around the Midwest.

The learning sessions 
provided a vast variety 
of topics applicable to 
every position on a school 
newspaper such as the 
session “Thinking Like 
an Editor” for newspaper 
editors, “Giving Your 
Newspaper a Voice” 
for opinions writers, 
and “Writing Powerful 
Features” for features 
writers. 

“This convention was a 
great experience because 
I got to learn from other 
college news writers and 
interact with professional 
journalists. It inspired 
me to be more creative 
and visual with my own 
feature writing moving 
forward!” said Meredith 
Ashton ‘19, The Index 
Features Editor. 

Convention on page 2

Top: Newspapers showcased at the convention from schools in the Midwest
Bottom: The Index writers who attended the convention in Minneapolis

[Janay Johnson / The Index]
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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On Saturday, February 
18th, residents and 
partners of the Vine 
community in Kalamazoo 
gathered for the “Rising 
Vine” party, hosted by 
the Vine Neighborhood 
Association (VNA). 
Francisco Lopez ’17 and 
Maya Gurfinkel ’20 were 
invited to join as members 
of the Visualizing and 
Integrating Neighborhood 
Engagement (VINE) 
Program at K.

The Vine neighborhood 
is one of the oldest in 
the city of Kalamazoo. 
Located between Western 
Michigan University and 
downtown Kalamazoo, 
this diverse community 
provides housing to 
many Kalamazoo College 
upperclassmen. 

The party took place 
on the second floor of 
Martinis, just a block 
south of Vine. Community 
members shared a 
delightful evening of 
meaningful conversation 
about their businesses, as 
well as other social and 
political topics. Lopez 
and Gurfinkel talked to 
local business owners, 
committed activists in 
the Vine neighborhood 
and graduate students 
from Western Michigan 
University.

Martha--a gardener 

VINE Program attends 
Vine Neighborhood 

Association get-together

UYEN PHAM
staff writer

hanGInG In the VIne

and active member in the 
Vine community--shared 
her joy of bonding with 
neighbors at the party. 
“This kind of yearly event 
is very important,” said 
Martha, “because the 
more people know who 
their neighbors are, the 
more they are willing to 
cooperate and sponsor 
when the community needs 
them.” Martha has been 
involved in community 
work since the Building 
Blocks project, founded 
by previous K Professor 
Kim Cummings to help 
improve certain streets 

in Kalamazoo’s low-
income neighborhoods. 
Thankful for the help 
from other residents to 
fix her house, she has 
since used her gardening 
to beautify various areas 
of the neighborhood: 
planting trees on the 
sidewalks and making use 
of underground materials 
including pipes and metal. 

Martha is currently 
collaborating with 
the VINE members 
of K College in their 
new project called the 
“Bellevue Construction 
and Beautification” 

Vine community members gather at Martini’s for Vine Neighborhood Association party [Uyen Pham / The Index].

project happening this 
spring. They plan to plant 
flowers and make walled 
entrances on both Lovell 
and Oakland Streets. The 
completion of this project 
is hoped to decrease 
crime in the area and 
increase people’s access 
to healthy food. VINE 
is currently recruiting 
students on campus and 
renters in the area to help 
out during their workdays 
and spread the news. 
Project Supervisor Kim 
Cummings encouraged K 
students to get involved, 
as this kind of voluntary 

contribution will help 
them increase  awareness 
and create meaningful 
relationships with 
residents in the city.

Reflecting on her 
experience working with 
K College students on 
community projects, 
Martha said, “I showed 
them how to organize what 
I know and what I learn. 
They are good students.”

COVENTION FROM PAGE 1

In the session for 
voices reflected through 
opinions, Scott Gillespie 
from the Star Tribune, 
the largest newspaper in 
Minnesota, described the 
importance of voice in 
writing and how to create 
powerful pieces.

“Voice can provide 
personality, a forum for 
debate and interaction, an 
opportunity to influence 
and a chance to share 
informed opinion,” said 
Gillespie. 

Gillespie highlighted 
some of the Star Tribune’s 
most impactful editorial 
pieces such as their 2016 
issue titled “Countering 
Extremism in Minnesota” 
about the local initiatives 
that have been made to help 
the Somali community 
and sheltering kids from 
terrorist recruitment but 
funding is lacking. This 
session was an excellent 
opportunity for college 

newspapers to see how 
professional newspapers 
write opinions piece 
accurately, respectfully 
and in an informed 
manner. 

“I learned a lot about 
how to improve my writing 
and editing process, and 
it has made me really 
excited and inspired for 
the future of The Index 
and what it could be,” said 
Adelaine Dancer ‘20, The 
Index Opinions Editor. 

“It was interesting to 
see what issues other 
colleges and universities 

are facing involving the 
printing of news that 
is both meaningful and 
informative,” said Amelia 
Donohoe ‘19, The Index 
Copy Editor.

The convention helped 
to open the eyes of writers 
for The Index to providing 
the K community with 
a newspaper that is 
appealing and reflective 
of K as an academic 
institution that sees 
the value in learning 
through experience and 
engagement. 

Keynote Speaker Steven Listopad
[Meredtith Ashton / The Index].

[Janay Johnson / The Index].
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While many consider Ka-
lamazoo College to be a pro-
gressive institution, we too 
have a history of systemic 
racial exclusivity. The fol-
lowing students of color 
are just a few whose pres-
ence began the process of 
racial inclusion at K, which 
extends into our current 
reality.  

Short profiles of K’s 
earliest students of color

[Photo courtasy of Kalam-
azoo College Archives]

Black History MontH:
a Blast FroM tHe Past

MEREDITH ASHTON
features editor

The Recital Hall is silent 
aside from the hum of the 
projector and the students 
murmuring in their seats.  The 
screen above the stage glows 
with the vibrant hues of a 
red, potted plant; swathed in 
sunlight, the image presents a 
stark contrast from the bleak 
winter landscape outside of 
the Fine Arts Building. 

“I always like to start a 
presentation with beauty, 
because beauty is underrated,” 
said Sharon Louden as she 
rose from her seated position 
on the stage steps. 

Louden wears many hats: 
artist, advocate, educator, 
and book editor. Her new 
book, The Artist as Culture 
Producer: Living and 
Sustaining a Creative Life, 
is a compilation of essays 
from current artists on how 
art extends beyond the studio. 
Louden’s previous book tours 
have taken her around the 
country, spurring engaged 
conversation and discussion 
in the art community. 

Louden’s focus is on 

sustainability in the art 
world. This means artists 
helping other artists to 
create connections in their 
community. She networks 
within her personal sphere 
to aid her fellow artists, and 
spends time each day writing 
“Thank You” notes to those 
who have aided her, both 
personally and professionally.  

In addition to this 
connectivity, Louden stressed 
the necessity of personal 
initiative for aspiring artists. 
“Eighty percent of the things 
I’ve done in my life have been 
cold calls,” she said, citing 
persistence and bravery as 
the key ingredients for getting 
one’s foot in the door of art 
galleries and museums. 

During her presentation, 
Louden shared samples 
from her life’s work with 
the audience. “I’m an artist 
not beholden to media,” said 
Louden. “The media serves 
me.”

Louden utilizes a variety of 
media in her work, including 
painting, drawing, sculpture, 
and animation. She moves 
in and out of different media 
within a single piece to capture 
movement and light. 

She began her work in 
painting, but at the Yale 
University School of Art, 
Louden grew bored with 

the constraints of canvas. “I 
wanted to paint the inside 
of figures and dissect them. 
I would think of them as 
architecture,” she said. This 
evolved into Louden’s later 
work with 3D form and 
sculpture.  

Louden’s sculptures take a 
variety of forms. 

“I’ve had a big romance 
with aluminum for the past 
seventeen years,” she said with 
a laugh, showing the audience 
her reflective aluminum 
sculptures that capture light 
and harmonize with the space 
in which she constructs them. 

Louden also enjoys working 
with phosphorescent paint in 
her sculptures. This glow-
in-the-dark material charges 
when the lights are on, and 
then hums electrical blues 
and greens with the flick 
of a light switch. A few 
times a year, Louden leads 
workshops called “Glow 
Towns” where children get 
to use the phosphorescent 
paint to create glowing mini-
towns of their own.

Being an artist means many 
things to Sharon Louden, but 
above all, she emphasized that 
regardless of profession “don’t 
be a taker. Be as giving as you 
can. Don’t hold on too tight.” 

Artist focuses 
on advocacy and 

connectivity in the art 
community 

Top: Artist and educator Sharon Louden
Bottom: Louden’s “Windows” aluminum installation

[Photos courtesy of Sharon Louden]

MEREDITH ASHTON
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Pauline Byrd Johnson
1926

Pauline Byrd Johnson, 
Class of 1926, was thought 
to be the first African Amer-
ican graduate before the 
discovery of Williams. She 
stands today as the college’s 
first female African-Amer-
ican graduate. During her 
time at the college, Johnson 
was a gifted writer for The 
Index and a member of a 
women’s literary society, 
although she was often ex-
cluded from more social 
collegiate events, accord-
ing to her biography in the 
book Emancipated Spirits. 
Johnson went on to be the 
first black teacher in the 
Kalamazoo Public School 
system, teaching at Lincoln 
Elementary School in 1949. 

The first known Afri-
can-American graduate 
from Kalamazoo College 
was Charles Lewis Wil-
liams, Class of 1907. Wil-
liams’ name, however, was 
lost to the pages of history 
until quite recently. As there 
are few photographs and no 
mention of race in old aca-
demic catalogues, it is dif-
ficult to track the history 
of students of color at the 
college, said K College ar-
chivist Lisa Murphy. 

During the summer of 
2016, Murphy received a 
call from Williams’ rela-
tive, Lorinda Jeter, inquiring 
about her ancestor’s record 
at the college. After a thor-
ough investigation, Murphy 
ascertained that Williams 
was, in fact, the first known 
African American student to 
graduate from K. Through 
her investigation, Murphy 
also learned that Williams 
played on the football team 
and was the vice-president 
of the College Oratorical 
Association. He planned 
to study at the University 
of Chicago after graduation. 

Charles Lewis Williams
1907

Rufus Lewis Perry, 1859

It was a freed slave who 
pioneered African Ameri-
can enrollment at Kalama-
zoo College. After his escape 
from slavery to freedom in 
Canada, Rufus Lewis Perry 
experienced a call to the 
ministry. He began at K in 
the Preparatory Department, 
providing an equivalent to a 
high school education, ac-
cording to the 1859-1860 
academic catalogue. The 
following year Perry took 
classes at the Theological 
Seminary, which was a part 
of the college at the time. 
He was later ordained as a 
pastor in 1861 at a Second 
Baptist Church in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan. 

The admission of a freed 
slave was highly irregular 
for the period, but the K 
president at the time, James 
Stone, was an avid aboli-
tionist along with his wife, 
Lucinda. Perry only attend-
ed the institution for two 
years, and did not obtain 
an undergraduate degree.

[Photo courtesy of
Lorinda Jeter]

Beauty is underrated 

Ellen Lassiter Collier 
fully acknowledges that not 
everyone on campus knows 
who holds the title of the 
Director for Gender Equity 
or what that person does, 
but she is doing her best to 
change this. 

Lassiter Collier, who took 
the position in late November, 
has plans to institute positive 
change at K in addition to 
her daily responsibilities 
surrounding Title IX.

Contrary to popular belief, 
Title IX does not simply 
address gender equality 
in athletics, but in every 
educational program and 
activity of institutions that 
receive federal funding. 
This includes equal access 
to vocational training and the 
STEM fields as well as legal 
protections against sexual 
harassment and assault. 
Therefore K is required to 
employ an individual who is 
responsible for evaluating and 
enforcing Title IX policies as 
well as processing reports of 
violation. 

For Lassiter Collier, this role 
translates to a lot of reading, 
since Title IX regulations are 
often annually being added 
or reformed to the point that 
they at times conflict with one 
another, or perhaps overlap in 
some areas and not others. In 
addition, they must continue to 
be compliant with the federal 
Clery and Violence Against 
Women Acts.

Another current task 

associated with her job, as 
her open house-style event in 
Bissell Theater last Thursday 
showed, is “basically to be 
able to introduce myself to 
the campus,” she said. 

As a brand new face at 
K, Lassiter Collier has had 
the added responsibility of 
getting to know the different 
departments and offices on 
campus. She says she has also 
begun the process of meeting 
with student organizations and 
attending various campus-
wide events, but given the 
busy schedules of all parties 
involved, this has and will be 
a process.

In addition to a series of 
events for Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month in April, 

Lassiter Collier is bringing 
Greendot, a bystander 
intervention program, to 
campus. It is one of the only 
programs recognized federally 
as delivering results, and after 
receiving a grant of almost 
$19,000, she says that this 
will be used to train 40 faculty 
and staff members as well 
as 40 students to be more 
responsible bystanders.

One of the greatest demands 
placed on her at the moment 
she took the position has been 
to be a voice of reassurance 
for the campus community. As 
the Director of Gender Equity, 
seeing potential threats to Title 
IX following the presidential 
election has been unnerving. 
“It has been really scary for me 

Lassiter Collier is a 
reassuring new face on 

campus

AMELIA DONOHOE
staff writer

Meet tHe director oF
Gender equity

Ellen Lassiter Collier [Robert Manor / The Index]

to read predictions and rumors, 
basically, that come out of 
Washington D.C.,” she said.

Lassiter Collier explained 
that luckily there is still 
federal legislation requiring 
the college to uphold certain 

standards that cannot easily 
be undone. However she 
cited conversations she has 
had with President Gonzalez 
regarding potential threats to 
Title IX. Emphasizing K’s 
commitment to protecting the 

rights of students, she said “no 
matter what happens with the 
legislation, we will continue 
like nothing has changed.”
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Putting an End to Malaria 

Perhaps the one sentiment 
that can be universally 
agreed upon when discussing 
genetic modification is that 
it is controversial, a topic 
subjected to misunderstanding 
and misrepresentation. 
Moreover, the term “genetic 
modification” has been 
stigmatized in reference to 
food and popularized in such 
a way that any mention of 
the phrase leads to almost 
immediate disapproval by 
the masses.

 Genetic modification, 
however, is not simply a 
process within the purview 
of agricultural advancement, 
and the scientific persistence 
into the research of genetic 
modification has resulted in 
numerous discoveries that 
likewise remain controversial. 
Examples can be found within 
medical science, such as germ 
line modification in eggs, 
sperm, or early-stage embryos 
to correct for genetic defects.

 Recent studies into 
a method to modify gene 
drives may provide the fuel 
for what could be one of 
the most incendiary debates 
on genetic modification in 
recent history. A gene drive 
is a technique that uses the 

The genetic modification 
of mosquitos could save 

lives, but not without 
environmental risk

promotion of a specific gene 
to raise its prevalence within 
a population. Biologists have 
created a strategy called 
CRISPR, which refers to 
the organization of repeated 
DNA sequences found in 
bacterial and microorganismal 
genomes, that can be used 
to manipulate certain genes 
within a species.

 This technique, as 
discussed by Arizona State 
University evolutionary 
ecologist James Collins in 
an interview with Science, 
could be used to “weed 
out disease by driving the 
population that carries the 
disease to extinction.”

 This proposed 
idea has potential for 
implementation in regions 
where mosquitos carry 
malaria, a disease which, per 
the World Health Organization, 
is a risk to almost half of the 
world’s population. This 
process would begin with 
the genetic engineering 
of a mosquito population 
resistant to the parasites that 
transmit malaria. This would 
continue throughout various 
generations of intermingling 
with the current mosquito 
population until the trait is 
passed down through all 
the mosquitos, leaving the 
parasites with limited means 
for transport.

 Opposition to this 
proposal has come from those 
who believe that the “natural” 
way of the world should be 

GABRIEL STANLEY 
staff writer

Genetically modified mosquitos created to resist parasites that transmit malaria
[Photo courtesy of shutterstock.com}

preserved. They argue that 
the enactment of this system 
would turn a species that 
functions within nature into a 
human-made creation, making 
that which was once “natural” 
into something artificial.

 There is some 
validity to this argument, as 
the changing of one population 
of a species may affect much 
more than what is evident 
through simple observation. 
Even so, biologists working 
on CRISPR have undergone 
extensive research regarding 
the ecosystems of the regions 
in which this project would be 
implemented. What’s more, 
the primary goal of CRISPR, 
to make mosquitos resistant to 
the malaria-spreading parasite, 
would not be actualized for 
years to come.

 T h o u g h  t h e 
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importance of the ecosystems 
of malaria-susceptible areas 
should never be undermined, 
the well-being of humans and 
the relief from considerable 

burden endured every day by 
countries and communities 
around the globe should be 
weighed in such a way that 
promotes both environmental, 

economic, and humanitarian 
stability.
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“I tell the stories of lots of 
different groups of people… to 
show that what I call religious 
freedom “talk”, more often 
than not, worked to privilege 
the dominant white Christian 
population,” opened Dr. Tisa 
Wenger of Yale Divinity 
School at Kalamazoo College’s 
annual Armstrong Lecture 
last Thursday. The Associate 
Professor of American 
Religious History discussed 
her most recent area of focus: 
Christian influence on Native 
American populations in the 
nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries.

“Many Native people… 
converted to Christianity 
even before the American 
Revolution and began to 
invoke freedom of conscience 

“mAking rEligion on thE rEsErvAtion” with Dr. tisA wEngEr
to support the autonomy of 
Indian-led churches in ways 
that helped them preserve 
tribal lands and identities,” 
explained Wenger. “When 
Native Americans asserted 
the right to religious freedom 
on behalf of their indigenous 
practices and traditions, they 
pushed back against white 
American assumptions about 
what counted or did not count 
as religion.”

“Popular narratives of the 
Western frontier had defined 
indigenous practices not as 
religion, but as cruel and 
violent forms of “savagery” 
or “heathenism” that impeded 
any real progress in so-called 
“civilization.’” In order to 
continue the exploitation of 
indigenous practices, Wenger 
continued, “The Federal 
government classified Native 
American traditions not as 
religions that must be granted 
first amendment rights, but 
instead as impediments to the 
Indians’ “proper exercise of 

freedom” and to their “overall 
progress in civilization.’” 

“Fa c e d  w i t h  t h i s 
over whelming set of 
ideological and institutional 
barriers, Native American 
leaders had very little reason 
to expect that the principle 
of religious freedom would 
provide them of any effective 
means of defense,” commented 
Wenger. “Nevertheless, they 
used it.”

Turning to the case of 
the Lakota people, Wenger 
explained that the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs (BIA) made it 
clear that the Lakota would “no 
longer be tolerated”, thereby 
forcing them to move their 
practices underground in 
order to protect their safety. 
But, Wenger emphasized, “If 
they were to have any hope of 
maintaining these practices, 
they would need to ensure 
that their ceremonies took a 
more or less Christian shape.”

“It’s crucial for the Religion 
Department to bring speakers 

Armstrong Lecture 
discusses Native Ameri-
can religious freedom in 
postcolonialist America

AYLA HULL
news editor

Dr. Wenger speaks at Armstrong Lecture: “Making Religion on the Reservation” 
[Ayla Hull / The Index].

to campus, especially speakers  
like Dr. Tisa Wenger,” comment 
K student Claudia Greening 
‘17,   “It allows students to see 
potential work they could be 
doing, but also because we are 
such a small campus you can 

also usually talk directly to the 
scholar! Dr. Wenger’s work is 
innovative and can serve to 
inspire students no matter 
the discipline they work in.”

Wenger’s newest book, 
Race, Empire, and American 

Religious Freedom, is 
scheduled for publication 
this coming Fall.

An unseasonably warm 
wind blew outside the 
Lights Fine Arts Center on 
Kalamazoo College’s campus 
as The Academy Street Winds 
tuned before beginning  
their winter term concert. 
The strange weather was 
reminiscent of the theme for 
this term’s concert “Magic, 
Myths, and Legends”. 

Conductor Thomas G. Evans 
led 55 musicians who played a 
mixture of woodwinds, brass, 
and percussion instruments. 
The band played six songs, all 
apart of the Magical theme. 

The bottom of the program 
featured a quote from 
Francoise Giroud, who said 
“Nothing is more difficult 
than competing with a myth,” 
yet each piece the musicians 
played seemed to do just this. 

Preceding each piece Evans 
either described the meaning 
behind the song or included 

mAgic, myths AnD lEgEnDs
some sort of anecdote, which 
was often accompanied by 
laughter from the audience. 

Before the piece “Dreams” 
by Robert W. Smith, Evans 
explained one interpretation 
of where dreams come from. 

“In some legends dreams 
are sent from Gods. In others, 
terrifying monsters lurk at 
the fringes of consciousness 
waiting for their chance 
to creep into the shadows 
of our minds,” said Evans. 
“Few ancient cultures delved 
as deeply into the world of 
dreams as the Greeks. As for 
most facets of life they had 
a God that personified the 
dream world, his name was 
Morpheus.” 

The Greeks were also 
referenced in regards to the 
following piece, “Triumph 
of the Argonauts”. Evans 
summarized the story Jason 
and the Argonauts, in which 
Jason is forced by hid father 
to find a golden fleece. 

“Like all tales there is a 
lesson to be learned,” said 
Evans. “The moral of this story 
is, having all you wished for 

often leads to ruin, and that’s 
why I never play the lottery.” 

Before introducing the final 
piece of the concert, “Oracle” 
by Eric Rath, Evans took a 
moment to invite those in 
attendance to the final concert 
of the academic year. 

The final concert will feature 
music from Ireland, Scotland, 
and Wales with a  theme of 
“Celtic Connections”. 

“I might even wear a kilt, 
could happen,” said Evans. 
“But you’re now thinking 
about it.” 

Instead of focusing the final 
introduction on the piece, 
Evans shared the poem “Magic 
Words” by Chris Green. The 
crowd laughed and clapped as 
he concluded the poem and 
began thanking everyone in 
attendance. 

“Whenever the band shows 
up here and you’re not here we 
have a name for that, it’s called 
a rehearsal,” said Evans. “But 
when you show up it becomes 
a performance. So without you 
this wouldn’t be possible, we 
do thank you for being here.”

A band concert reminis-
cent of childhood and 

simpler times

TRISHA DUNHAM 
a&e editor

Kalamazoo College Band Concert
 [Ayla Hull / The Index].

mAgic worDs

By Chris Green
He practiced his magic out there in the yard 

on the crest of this fine summer’s eve 
A trick he had found waiting there in his heart, 

he knew he just had to believe  
For there was a girl who he found oh so pretty 

on a front porch right there on his street 
And all he could hope was that magic would help him, 

if only a chance just to meet  

He set up his props, a box made of cardboard 
and showed it was empty inside 

Then held up a scarf, tinted blue like the heavens 
and still he had nothing to hide  

He thought good and hard of his learned incantation, 
the words he so soon would recite 

There on the lawn, a bright sun was shining, 
hoping he would get it right   

Then looked her direction and grinned when he noticed 
that she was now looking at him 

He put on his hat and rolled up his sleeves, 
it’s time for the spell to begin  

With a wave of his hand, he made her appear 
from the box with a scarf colored blue 

Just three magic words, she needed to hear 
when he whispered to her, I love you

Kalamazoo College Band Concert
 [Ayla Hull / The Index].



SPORTS
PAGE 6 22 FEBRUARY 2017 THE INDEX

BIG WEEKEND FOR HORNET SPORTS

This past weekend three 
Hornet athletes were named 
MIAA Athlete of the Week 
in their respective sports, a 
Women’s Swimming relay 
broke their own MIAA 
record, Men’s Basketball 
seniors went out on a win, 
and Men’s Tennis contin-
ued their strong start.

 The Men’s Tennis 
team won both their matches 
this past weekend to move 
to 4-0 on the season, defeat-
ing Coe College (ranked a 
spot above Kalamazoo), and 
Wabash. First year number 
two singles player Daniel 
Henry received MIAA 
Player of the Week recog-
nition for his performance 
over the weekend, winning 

both of his matches, includ-
ing a tiebreaker against Nate 
Ackert of Coe to clinch the 
Hornets’ victory. Along with 
his doubles partner sopho-
more Allen Vinson, Henry 
also helped the Hornets with 
two doubles victories over 
the weekend. Henry and 

senior number one singles 
player Branden Metzler are 
both now 4-0 on the season. 
The Tennis team travels to 
Wisconsin this weekend to 
face Gustavus Adolphus, 
currently ranked 20th.

 Kalamazoo Col-
lege’s Women’s Swimming 

team finished third overall 
this weekend at the MIAA 
Championships, but not 
before breaking their own 
MIAA record in the 200 
medley relay. Seniors Chris-
tina Park, Ellen Neveux, 
Colleen Orwin and Tristyn 
Edsall set the new school 

Koji Vroom
Sports Editor

Three Hornets receive 
Athlete of the Week, 

swim team sets new re-
cord, basketball’s seniors 
finish the season with a 

win

This Week in
Hornet Sports 

(Home Events Listed in Bold)

Saturday February 25th:

• Men’s Tennis vs. Gustavus Adolphus @ West Bend, Wisconsin 11:30 a.m.
• Men’s Lacrosse HOME vs. Depauw 2:00 p.m. MacKenzie Field
• Women’s Tennis vs. Carleton @ Cedar Rapids, Iowa 6:30 p.m.
• Men’s & Women’s Swimming & Diving @ MIAA Regionals @ Calvin

Sunday February 26th:

• Women’s Tennis @ Coe 10:00 a.m.

Photo courtesy of Chuck Stull

and MIAA record with a 
time of 1:43:95. Next up for 
the swim team is NCAA Re-
gionals at Calvin this Sat-
urday and Sunday.

 In Softball, senior 
Erin Duross and sophomore 
Hayleigh Alamo earned 
MIAA pitcher and position 

player of the week honors 
respectively for their perfor-
mances in the team’s season- 
opening double header on 
Friday. Duross pitched a 
complete game in game one, 
allowing only one run on one 
hit, in a 1-0 loss. In game 
two, Alamo went 3-4 at the 
plate, and drove in one of 
the Hornets’ three runs in 
a 6-3 defeat. The Hornet 
Softball team will return to 
action March 4th at Frank-
lin.

 The Men’s Basket-
ball team sent their seniors 
out with a win on Satur-
day, defeating Adrian 69-44 
for the season sweep over 
the Bulldogs. Josh Whitney 
(18 points), Chase Bays-
dell (18) and Josh Miller 
(17) all scored in double 
figures in their final games, 
while Jake Whitney dished 
out eight assists. The team 
finished the season 7-17, 
3-11, a four win improve-
ment in coach Jay Smith’s 
first season at the helm.
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It’s tIme to Have tHe talk: tHe Pro voIce monologues

“We are taught that 
abortion is not something 
you’re supposed to talk 
about, reproductive rights 
is not something you’re 
supposed to talk about, 
sex is not something 
you’re supposed to talk 
about,” opened Director 
Lindsay Worthington ‘17 
at Monday’s Pro Voice 
Reproductive Justice 
Monologues.

This is the third year of 
Pro Voice, sponsored by 
the Mary Jane Underwood 
Stryker Center for 
Civic Engagement in 
partnership with Planned 
Parenthood Advocates 
of Michigan. This year, 
two K courses--Feminist 
Psychology of Women and 
Contemporary Issues of 
Public Health--teamed up 
to put on the monologues.

“Three years ago, we 

Turning choice into 
voice with Planned 

Parenthood

AYLA HULL
news editor

decided that students from 
Feminist Psychology of 
Women would receive the 
confidential names from 
Planned Parenthood of 
women who were willing 
to share their story with 
us,” explained co-founder 
Dr. Karyn Boatwright. 
“Interviewing women 
who received services 
from Planned Parenthood 
is to give voice to their 
experience so that we 
can educate people, 
raise their awareness on 
the important work that 
Planned Parenthood does 
in this community, state, 
country.”

Bringing these stories 
to the Pro Voice stage 
were Emma Franzel 
‘17, Malavika Rao ‘17, 
Malikah Mahone ‘17, 
Coral Cervantes ‘17, 
and Worthington herself. 
Their monologues shared 
the experiences of five 
women who received 
abortions from Planned 
Parenthood, covering an 
emotional spectrum of 
pain, guilt, shame and 

Cecilia Reynolds ‘19 addresses panelists at the Pro Voice Monologues [Ayla Hull / The Index].

relief. Ultimately, all 
stories landed on the same 
page--bodily autonomy is 
a right that all women are 
entitled to, regardless of 
their final decision.

Following the 
performance, Cecilia 
Reynolds ‘19 directed a 
panel Q&A discussion. 
Panel members 
included Senior Pastor 
of Kalamazoo’s First 
Congregational Church 
Nathan Dannison, K’s 
Dr. Charlene Boyer 
Lewis, former Planned 
Parenthood employee 
Kelan Gill ‘17, Regional 
Director Cherie Seitz, 
and Kalamazoo City 
Commissioner Shannon 
Sykes.

On the history of 
abortion, panel member 
Dr. Charlene Boyer Lewis 
of K College explained 
that “Abortion wasn’t 
nationally illegal until 
the 1870 and so for much 
of the 18th century and 
the 19th century it was 
a viable and well-used 
birth control method… 

done by doctors as well 
as midwives and in safe 
environments.” She further 
specified that “It was only 
once it was demonized in 
the 1870s that it became 
this sense that it’s evil and 
it’s sinful and in fact, the 
negative religious aspect 
of it wasn’t attached to 
abortion until much later 
in the 20th century.”

Dannison continued 
this thread, turning to a 
discussion of American 
Protestantism. “I’m 
fond of reminding 
folks that historically, 
Planned Parenthood had 
a strong relationship 
with private churches in 
North America. Church 
basements often times 
were locations for women 
to be able to seek abortion 
services and referrals, and 
we participated in a form 
of sort-of underground 
railroad for abortion 
services prior to the 
passage of Roe v. Wade.”

Reflecting on this 
event, Gill shared the 
importance of “dispelling 

the information that 
reproductive justice and 
reproductive rights is not 
a movement that only 
affects women. I found 
in all my time as a cis, 
heterosexual, white man 
that a lot of people don’t 
often understand why I 
care so much about these 
issues. But it’s important 
to everyone--it’s important 
to the health of a society, 
overall. That’s what I’ve 
always been trying to push 
forward with my activism 
at Planned Parenthood-
-that this is something 
that isn’t going to happen 
without everyone’s 
participation.”

Turning towards the 
ideology of Planned 
Parenthood, Seitz 
added: “[In] talking 
about reproductive 
justice, [we’re] not just 
talking about health or 
reproductive rights, but 
also we’re talking about 
racial justice, we’re talking 
about environmental 
justice, we’re talking 
about LGBTQ justice,” 

Seitz said. “We have to 
address the real issue of 
mass incarceration, we 
have to address the real 
issues of the Black Lives 
Matter movement… we 
have to talk about refugees 
and immigration,” he 
explained in regards to  
why Planned Parenthood 
works in collaboration 
with local organizations. 

“Any time you minimize 
anybody’s right to decide 
for themselves who they 
are, what their needs are, 
what their future holds, 
whether or not they’re 
going to be a parent… the 
minute you rob someone 
of that, you’ve robbed 
them of their humanity and 
their ability to just exist in 
a healthy way,” concluded 
City Commissioner Sykes.

To join the fight for 
reproductive justice, 
Planned Parenthood 
asks you to please 
consider donating, 
organizing, contacting 
your representatives or 
volunteering with your 
local branch. 

Top: Pro Voice actors take a brow after concluding their performance [Ayla Hull / The Index].
Bottom: Malikah Mahone ‘17 performs on the Pro Voice stage [Ayla Hull / The Index].
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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Black infants are four 
times more likely to die 
than their white neighbors 
in Kalamazoo, according to 
the Michigan Department 
of Community Health 
(MDCH). Infant mortality, 
or the number of infants 
dying before their first 
birthday, can be used as 
an indicator of structural 
or racial inequalities. 
Last Wednesday, Alison 
Geist’s “Issues in Public 
Health” class presented on 
this issue.  

“I’m interested in public 
health—I see it as different 
from medical care because 
it’s about the well being 
of the individual and 
the community,” said 
Francisco Lopez, K’17, a 
member of the class.  

The presentation 
began with a discussion 
of how K College is an 
integral part of the city of 
Kalamazoo, citing bodies 
such as K’s Center for 
Civic Engagement as links 
to the broader community. 
The class hoped to educate 
the students and staff on 
the pressing subject of 
infant mortality and offer 
opportunities for hands-
on engagement with the 
issue. 

The class defined a 
health disparity as “the 
differences in access to 
health that are historically 
linked to discrimination 
and exclusion.” 

What does this disparity 

Public Health class 
presents on Black Infant 
Mortality in Kalamazoo 

MEREDITH ASHTON
features editor

HealtH DIsParItIes: wHy Infants are DyIng In kalamazoo

look like? Let’s talk 
numbers. 

•The national Infant 
Mortality Rate (IMR) was 
6.0 deaths per 1000 live 
births in 2015

•Michigan’s IMR is 
slightly above the national 
average at 7.1

•Kalamazoo’s IMR 
has decreased from 10.2 
(2001-2003) to 6.4 (2010-
2012)

While Kalamazoo’s 
overall IMR has decreased, 
the disparity between 
black infant deaths and 
white infants actually 
increased between 2002 
to 2013. Infants born to 

families below the poverty 
line and to people of color 
have a significantly higher 
risk of death before their 
first birthday, according to 
the MDCH. 

The presenters discussed 
Cradle Kalamazoo, the 
multilevel, multi-agency 
intervention campaign 
working against infant 
death in the community. 

Cradle is an initiative 
lead by the YWCA that 
brings together a variety of 
community partners, such 
as Bronson Healthcare and 
our own Arcus Center for 
Social Justice Leadership, 
for collaborative action. 

Francisco Lopez, K’17, discusses infant mortality rates  [Meredith Ashton / The Index].

The program emphasizes 
cultural competency, 
and requires all of their 
participants to complete 
anti-racism training with 
the YWCA. 

 One example of their 
work is the “Safe to Sleep’ 
campaign, which began 
in 1992. This program 
teaches the basic tenants 
of safe sleeping for infants 
to new mothers. Since its 
inception, there has been 
a significant decrease in 
Kalamazoo’s IMR. Other 
interventions include a 
Fetal Infant Mortality 
Review board, in-home 
visitations to families with 

newborns, and community 
education on reproductive 
health. 

The “Issues in Public 
Health” students worked 
closely with Cradle’s 
partners, allowing the 
needs of the community to 
drive their class’s projects. 
From their research and 
presentation, the class 
hopes to design a First Year 
Forum on infant mortality 
to provide students with 
more exposure to the 
topic. The class hopes that 
K students will engage in 
internships or volunteer 
positions with Cradle and 
the YWCA in a greater 

Ada Letitia Loveless, 
Ph.D. was lovingly 
known as “Tish” to 
many, including within 
the Kalamazoo College 
community. Loveless was 
an early and effective 
advocate for women’s 
athletics at K. 

Loveless was the 
Director of Athletics at 
K from 1953 till 1986. 
During her service as the 
Director of Athletics, she 

The Index’s March series 
for influential women 

at K
JANELLE GRANT

co-editor-in-chief

women’s HIstory montH ProfIle: tIsH loveless

Tish Loveless [Photo Courtesy of Kalamazoo College]

established many new 
women’s varsity teams 
and was a successful 
coach.

In 1992, Loveless 
was inducted into the 
Kalamazoo College 
Athletic Hall of Fame. 
Then in 2015, Kalamazoo 
College dedicated the 
“Tish Loveless Court” in 
Anderson Athletic Center 
to her honor.

Loveless lived 91 

years and passed away in 
September 2016. Students 
and the community can 
continue to commemorate 
Loveless’s legacy by 
donating to the Tish 
Loveless Women’s 
Athletics Endowment. 
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Dilemmas of Asymmetric Conflicts

The question of what is 
“fair” in times of war was 
a main theme of Dr. Yael 
Aronoff’s lecture in Olmsted 
on Monday, entitled “Israel’s 
Wars with Hamas: Dilemmas 
of Asymmetric Conflicts. 

Aronoff, an Associate 
Professor at James Madison 
College within, and Director 
of the Jewish Studies Program 
at Michigan State University 
spoke on the issues that 
arise when conflicts erupt 
between nations whose levels 
of military power differ 
significantly. The presence 
of this discrepancy classifies 
a conflict as an “asymmetric 
war.”

Since this type of armed 
struggle is most commonly 
seen in terms of an insurgency 
engaging with a standing 
army, the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict served as a topical 
medium through which a 
larger ethical discussion could 
take place. 

Given that much of military 
doctrine and international 
law focuses on state-to-state 

Dr. Yael Aronoff 
discusses systematic 

issues keeping peace out 
of Israel and Palestine

warfare, Aronoff explained 
that there are not a lot of legal 
parameters in regards to this 
type of conflict, arguing, 
“There are constraints that 
should be imposed.”

These would potentially 
include the training of 
commanders to assess whether 
a military target is worth the 
potential civilian cost, but 
this currently has no mention 
in international law. She also 
mentioned that in terms of 
the Israeli army’s awareness 
of noncombatant death and 
injury in the struggle, “a lot 
of officers are given lectures 
in international law, but more 
could be done at the soldier 
level.” 

Using the three most 
recent mini wars between 
the Israelis and Palestinians 
as a contextual framework, 
Aronoff highlighted other 
issues inherent in asymmetric 
conflicts such as tactics of 
deterrence versus restraint, the 
struggle to control the media, 
and the question of whether 
certain military incursions 
actually provide long-term 
political gains, or simply 
complicate the peace process.

As for the resolution of 
this continued unrest, Aronoff 
stated, “negotiations are the 
only solution in solving this 

AMELIA DONOHOE
copy editor

Dr. Aronoff speaks in Olmsted Room [Amelia Donohoe / The Index]

conflict.” In terms of how to 
proceed, she emphasized the 
idea of a long-term ceasefire, 
and further asserted, “if you 
wait for 100% approval from 
any population, you will never 
have a solution.”

In attendance was Wil 
Mierz K’20 who felt that 

“there can be no victory due 
to international conflict with 
international law in regards 
to civilian casualties, and a 
peaceful political solution 
is far away.” In terms of 
solutions, “the idea of a 
ceasefire being among the few 
plausible solutions became a 

pessimistic take way,” he said.
Ana Mesenbring K’19 

appreciated Aronoff’s overall 
breakdown of the complex 
relationship between Israel 
and Hamas, but said “ I 
felt that the talk was more 
from the perspective from 
the perspective of the Israeli 

government and I wish 
that there would have been 
further discussion on Israel’s 
settlement building process 
in the West Bank, as this 
is currently the greatest 
threat to reaching a peaceful 
negotiation and there was no 
mention of it in the lecture.”

CenterforCareerandProfessionalDevelopment

     “My belief in the power of internships is not theoretical, 
it does not simply come from reading about them. 
Internships have literally changed my life at least twice. 
They opened doors for me that I did not even imagine 
existed.”

CCPD

Summer2016Participants
Kimberly Yang ’19  Jon Hoadley, Democrat for State Representative
Molly Brueger ’19  American Institute in Taiwan
Alex Blematl ’17  Michigan Department of Natural Resources
Kaylah Simmons ’17  CNN/Turner Broadcasting

InternshipInternshipProgram

— Jorge Gonzalez
President, Kalamazoo College

ANSO Winter Colloquium:
A Matter Of Justice Or A Global Beacon?

Throughout this quarter, 
numerous Anthropology and 
Sociology professors have 
presented their past research 
and publications to the 
campus as a part of the Winter 
colloquium series. The most 
recent presentation was by 
Professor of Anthropology and 
Sociology Francisco Villegas. 

His research focused on 
Canadian schools, which often 
serve as borders and exclude 
undocumented migrants due to 
their status. Villegas examined 

Frames of In/Action 
regarding access 
to schooling for 

undocumented students 
in Toronto

undocumented students 
through the introduction, 
passing, and implementation 
of the Toronto District School 
Board’s “Students Without 
Legal Immigration Status” 
policy and the “Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell” policy.

The Toronto “Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell” policy was based 
by the Toronto District School 
Board as a way to keep schools 
from asking student’s about 
their immigration status. 
Schools wouldn’t be allowed 
to ask for, report or share 
information about whether a 
student is an illegal immigrant. 
The issue first arose in 2006 
in when immigration officials 
pulled children from school in 
an effort to use them as bait 
to locate their parents.

This issue gained attention  

JANAY JOHNSON
co-editor-in-chief

Dr. Villegas speaks at Winter Colloquium
[Janay Johnson / The Index]

after the controversy with 
Francella and Gerald Lizano-
Sossa who were from Costa-
Rica and moved to Canada for 
a safe place to raise their kids. 
During school, the Lizano-
Sossa children were pulled 
from class by Canadian Border 
Service agents and the family 
was forced to return to Costa 
Rico where they had originally 
fled to seek asylum. With the 
passing of this policy, Toronto 
school officials hoped to instill 
in the children the message 
that Toronto schools are safe 
and secure sanctuaries for 
them to learn and grow. 

Villegas discussed how to 
solve some of the issues still 
present in the Toronto school 
system today in relation to 
the “Students Without Legal 
Immigration Status” policy 

and the “Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell” policy. He said solutions 
for the Toronto school board 
include bureaucratic logic 
and the development and 
implementation of safeguards. 
Solutions for the policies 
include multi-faceted coalition 
and the inclusion of diverse 
voices under a singular 
diagnostic frame.

Villegas stressed the 
consequences these actions 
would have on children as a 
possible threat to their well-
being and he argued access 
to schooling should be a right 
to all students no matter their 
status or the status of their 
family. 
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Why You Should Go to Monkashop

Many can recall their 
stomachs churning and hands 
shaking right before they 
had to speak before a group, 
whether it was of friends, a 
class, or a whole auditorium. 
It’s natural to worry when you 
feel everyone’s eyes bearing 
down on you. It’s natural to 
feel judged. Confidence before 
an audience requires practice, 
but if your only practice has 
been those terrifying moments, 
it’s hard to gain anything. 

I used to have nerves 
about public speaking and 
performance – I still do. 
Now, though, I find it more 
exhilarating than frightening. 
Monkashops helped me find 
that confidence because 
improv requires letting go of 
judgements, both of ourselves 
and others. A good improviser 
supports their partners on 
stage: any mistakes they make 
are embraced so there’s no 
reason to fear making them. 
Confidence in performance 
comes naturally through 
improv, and it has helped me 
with those nerves.

As a result, Monkashop is a 
great stress reliever. I made it 
a weekly ritual to go because 
it helped me relinquish 
everything I had going on 
and play for two hours, 

Everyone is welcome to 
blow off steam and have 

fun doing improv 

keeping me sane through the 
rollercoaster of Kalamazoo 
College. If you like Monkapult 
shows, Monkashop is like two 
hours of that with audience 
participation. Even after a 
tiring day, it’s an energizing 
and fulfilling experience; 
many nights I feel an immense 
rush and I’m brimming with 
pride at what I created with 
others on stage. Monkashop 
is the remedy for a rough day.

For these reasons, I keep 
asking people to go, but I 
repeatedly hear the same 
reasons why they can’t: 

1) “I’m not funny.” Here’s 
a secret: improv isn’t about 
being funny, it’s about 
teamwork. Monkapult shows 
wouldn’t be nearly as good if 
the team just did one-person 
comedy routines. We’re 
funnier as a team than we 
are alone because we work 
together to make each other 
look good. Don’t worry if you 
don’t think you’re funny, trust 
in your scene partners, and 
they’ll make you look like a 
comedic genius.

2) “I can’t improvise.” Have 
you ever had a conversation 
with someone? Then you’ve 
already improvised. Unless 
you plan every aspect of each 
day to the minutest detail, 
then you’ve improvised. We 
do it all the time. Don’t worry 
about how good you are at 
improv, either. I wasn’t that 
great when I started, yet I 
kept going because I saw how 
I improved and grew with 

ADAM GOTHARD
staff writer

Monkapulk 2017  [Adam Gothard / The Index]

each Monkashop (and how 
much fun I was having). You 
will too.

3) “Improv’s just not my 
thing.” Nothing’s anyone’s 
thing until they try it. Perhaps 
you just want to sit and watch 
before you put yourself out 
there. That’s fine. You can wait 
as long as you want before 
taking the stage, people do 
it all the time at Monkashop. 
When you finally do, though, 
we’ll welcome you like one 
of the team.

If I’ve managed to pique 
your interest: Monkashop is 
every Tuesday from 10-12 
PM in the Recital Hall in the 
FAB. Hope to see you there.

The Index
The Student-Run Paper of 

Kalamazoo College Since 1877

1200 Academy St.
Kalamazoo, MI 48306

index@kzoo.edu

The opinions expressed herein are solely the works of their authors and do not necessarily constitute the official position of 
The Index. Letters to the editor are welcome, but may be edited for length, grammar and libel.  Please direct submissions to 
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#problematic

“Words have power, 
Donald. I should know, I was 
a f---ing English teacher,” says 
Mr. X to Donald in the play 
Piss and Vinegar by Camille 
Wood ‘17, part of the Senior 
Performance Series. After 
the performances had run, 
I listened to conversations 
about them, their themes, and, 
of course, their problematic 
aspects. This got me thinking 
– yes, about the plays, 
but also about that word: 
“problematic.” 

It pops up in conversations, 
Facebook posts, and indeed in 
Index articles. It attaches itself 
to situations, people, and ideas. 

I don’t think that word 
means what you think it 

means

I’ve even heard it take on 
verb form as “problematize” – 
which sounds like it means “to 
make problematic.” It actually 
means to point out something 
problematic. Yet, is that all 
that “problematic” does? What 
does it mean when we say 
something is “problematic?”

Whenever I first get into 
a discussion, I like to nail 
down terminology to avoid 
the equally frustrating 
and unproductive debates 
centered more around 
mismatched syntax than 
around mismatched ideas. 
Merriam-Webster defines 
“problematic” as meaning: 
a) posing a problem, b) not 
definite or settled, and c) open 
to question or debate. 

All these definitions seem to 
indicate is that “problematic’s” 
root is the word “problem”. So, 
what does “problem” mean? 

ADAM GOTHARD
staff writer

Again, Merriam-Webster 
delivers: 1) a question raised 
for inquiry, consideration, 
or solution or 2) an intricate 
or unsettled question. That’s 
more like it. Whew.

Both these definitions 
imply solvability; like a 
math problem, there is an 
answer (perhaps in the back 
of the book). However, for a 
problem to be solved, it needs 
to be understood. If you’ve 
ever watched someone try 
to figure out why a baby is 
crying, you’ve witnessed first-
hand the struggle of knowing 
there is a problem, but not 
knowing what it is. 

“Hashtag activism” has 
become a plague in today’s 
social-media dominated 
discourse; entire issues are 
condensed down to a few 
short words and “spreading 
awareness” is treated like it 

carries the same weight as 
direct action. Not to knock 
awareness, of course. If I 
didn’t make drivers turning 
left on to Stadium from Lovell 
aware of me crossing the 
street by franticly waving my 
flashlight around, I probably 
wouldn’t be writing this 
article. 

This doesn’t change the 
fact that saying something 
is “problematic” but not 
defining how is a lot like 
dialing 911, saying there’s 
a fire without saying where, 
and then hanging up. All 
that will do is distress and 
confuse someone else (i.e. 
just creating another problem). 
Unfortunately, people too 
often attach “problematic”, 
without explanation, to 
something that irks them or 
makes them uncomfortable.

Allow me to pause and 

say that I don’t want to 
delegitimize the complaints 
or feelings of people who 
use “problematic”. There 
are plenty of valid reasons 
to feel uncomfortable or not 
like something: damp socks, 
microaggressions, stereotypes, 
etc. However, we must ask 
ourselves: if a problem isn’t 
known and understood, how 
can it be solved?

I know it’s a daunting 
task. It’s difficult to find the 
words to effectively describe 
all the things we may find 
problematic. Don’t worry if 
you fail or your description 
isn’t perfect, it will provide 
a starting point for others 
to understand and explain 
the problem better, at which 
point everyone will forget 
your failure. A great place 
to start is catching yourself 
whenever you say or want to 

say “problematic” and to think 
of more specific, relevant, and 
meaningful words to address 
the issue.

I understand that there’s 
something inherently 
problematic about a white, cis 
man telling other people how 
to structure their discourse, 
so take everything I’ve said 
with a grain of salt. I do hope 
that I promote conversations 
about how we discuss the 
issues we face on campus and 
beyond and that if something 
problematic does arise, you’ll 
take the time to specifically 
and meaningfully describe 
it in an opinion article for 
the Index.

Monkapult Workshop
“Monkashop”

“Learn how to Improv!”

Join Monkapult, K’s student improvisation group, every
Tuesday at 10PM in the Recital Hall at the Fine Arts Building.

Contact Adam Gothard for more information…
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“What happens to a dream 
deferred?

 Does it dry up, like a raisin 
in the sun?”

(excerpt from “Harlem”, by 
Langston Hughes)

Following the Senior 
Performance Series, the Nelda 
K. Balch Festival Playhouse 
presented “A Raisin in the 
Sun” by Lorraine Hansberry 
from February 23-26. This was 
the first play to be written by a 
black woman and produced by 
a black director on Broadway, 
and the same of the sort to 
be presented on Kalamazoo 
College’s campus. 

The show was directed 
by K professor of Theatre 
Arts Karen Berthel. The cast 
was made up of Kalamazoo 
College students. The main 
roles included Quincy Crosby 
‘17 who played Walter Lee 
Younger, Tricia LaCaze ‘18 
who played Beneatha “Bennie” 
Younger, Karishma Singh ‘19  
who played Lena “Mama” 
Younger and Hadiya Deas-
Richberg ‘19,  who played 
Ruth Younger. 

Quincy Crosby shared his 
experience on playing the role 

A RAisin in the sun

of a 35-year-old chauffeur who 
he described, “is just trying to 
get to that next point of life.” 

Since K students were 
all much younger than the 
age of the characters they 
played, Crosby said that 
the cast brought a different 
perspective towards issues 
that “A Raisin in the Sun” 
introduces through the way 
in which they interpreted the 
script and put it on stage. 

“I hope that we have created 
a show that helps young 
people like us understand the 
situation better,” said Crosby.

The show itself deals with 

racism towards African 
Americans as well as the 
struggle to secure identities 
and achieve dreams in 
American society. 

“A Raisin in the Sun” tells 
the story of the Youngers, a 
low-income African American 
family living in Chicago during 
the 1950s and their fight 
against racism and poverty. 
Lena (more often called 
Mama) receives an insurance 
pay-out after the death of her 
husband. She wants to buy a 
new house for the family, but 
her son Walter wants to use 
this money to open a liquor 

K students put together 
one of the most revo-
lutionary shows about 
African American lives

UYEN PHAM 
staff writer

Saturday night’s performance of A Raisin in the Sun [Janelle Grant/ The Index].

store. As economic and social 
hardships intensify in the 
house, each member comes 
to realize the important values 
they need to hold on to under 
any circumstances.

The whole show is set in the 
Youngers’ home, a run-down 
two-bedroom apartment in 
a slum neighborhood on the 
South side of Chicago. 

Without any change of 
scenery, the static setting 
portrays exactly the realistic 
conditions that many African 
Americans have been through 
during this time: the repression 
is visible both physically and 

mentally, both in society and 
in their own home. Moreover, 
the play succeeds in painting 
the dynamics between family 
members, more particularly 
how racism and poverty affect 
their viewpoints towards life 
and one another.

“A Raisin in the Sun” was 
well received by audiences 
in Kalamazoo throughout 4 
consecutive nights. Audiences 
reacted enthusiastically with 
laughter to comedic dialogues, 
especially witty lines.

One such comedic line was 
said by Beneatha Younger, 
“The only people in the world 

who are more snobbish than 
rich white people are rich 
colored people. I thought 
everybody knew that.” Each 
scene’s ending left an intense 
and heartfelt emotion that 
was praised with continual 
standing ovations.

Hours before the show’s 
opening night Crosby 
explained how he hopes people 
react to the show.

“It’s really entertaining. It’s 
gonna make you cry, make 
you open your eyes to a lot of 
stuff. It might make you cry. 
It hits you in a wide range of 
emotions,” said Crosby.

The cast. Photo Courtesy of Karishma Singh
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HORNET SPRING SPORTS ALL IN ACTION THIS 
WEEK

All six Varsity Spring 
sports are playing for the 
first week this year for Ka-
lamazoo College, including 
four teams in action at home.

 On Wednesday 
night, the Hornet Men’s 
Lacrosse team looks to 
bounce back from their 
season opening 11-1 defeat 
to Depauw when they take 
on Concordia Chicago at 
MacKenzie Field. Last 
season Kalamazoo defeated 
the Cougars 10-3 in Chicago. 
In just their second year as a 
varsity program, the team is 
looking to improve on their 
4-9 record from a season 
ago. The team will travel to 
Benedictine (Ill.) on Satur-
day.

 Thursday evening 

the Women’s Lacrosse team  
will open their season at 
home against Illinois Tech. 
This season marks the 
team’s fourth as a varsity 
program, and its first year 
with seniors that have been 
in the program since their 
first year on campus. Last 
season the Hornets finished 
fourth in the MIAA, and 
held a 7-5 lead over regular 

season champions Albion 
in the fourth quarter of the 
MIAA Tournament semifi-
nal. Returning with all but 
one player from last season’s 
squad, the team looks to 
build on last season’s strong 
performance. The women 
travel to Oberlin on Satur-
day for their second game 
in three days.

 This weekend the 

Hornets Baseball team 
travels to Louisville, Ken-
tucky to kick off their season 
against Anderson, Central 
and Spalding. A year ago, 
Kalamazoo won the MIAA 
tournament, and qualified 
for the NCAA Regionals. 
After losing just one senior 
from last season, the Hornets 
have high hopes and expec-
tations for this season in the 

Koji Vroom
Sports Editor

Baseball and Women’s 
Lacrosse kick off seasons, 

Men’s Tennis looks to 
continue hot start, Wom-
en’s Tennis goes for two 
in a row, Men’s Lacrosse 

and Softball look to 
bounce back

Men’s Tennis. Photo courtesy of Chuck Stull

MIAA and potentially on 
the national level.

 Saturday the Ka-
lamazoo College Softball 
team will look to bounce 
back from their opening 
weekend losses when 
they travel to Franklin 
for a double header. The 
Hornets bats will look to 
recover after driving in 
only three runs during the 

double header two weeks 
ago, and build some mo-
mentum leading into next 
week’s home opener against 
Manchester.

 The Women’s 
Tennis team will try to build 
on last weekend’s victory 
on the road at Coe when 
they return home Satur-
day to take on Principia, 
and Sunday when they host 
Denison. After a slow start, 
the Hornets went on the road 
to defeat regionally ranked 
Coe College in Iowa this 
past weekend.

 P r io r  to  the 
Women’s match on Sunday, 
the Men’s Tennis team will 
look to continue their unde-
feated season (4-0), against 
Denison in Markin. The Big 
Red are ranked #33 nation-
ally, and #7 in the Central 
region, giving the Hornets 
another opportunity to knock 
off a higher ranked opponent 
during the non-conference 
portion of their schedule.

Sports Word Search!

BASEBALL 
BASKETBALL
DIVING 
FOOTBALL
HOMERUN 
LACROSSE
SOFTBALL 
SPORTS
TENNIS 
TRACK

Word Bank:

Come Write for the 
Index!

Staff meetings are at 7:00 PM on 

Mondays in the Index Office

(Room 116, Hicks Center)
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A study by The Index’s 
very own Venture 
Research Team shows 
that Kalamazoo College 
students who go abroad 
increasingly stay abroad. 
The result has been an 
international student-run 
movement pushing the 
college administration to 
consider relocation.

According to the 

K considers relocation as 
an increasing number of 
students refuse to return 

from Study Abroad

AYLA HULL
news editor

Life AbroAd: Studying to StAy

study, 61 percent of 
students going abroad 
this coming year plan not 
to return to the United 
States afterwards. This 
number has climbed at an 
alarming rate since last 
year when only 24 percent 
of students reported any 
intention not to return. 
Venture Research Team 
estimates that the number 
of students choosing to 
stay abroad in the coming 
year will escalate to 
around 77 percent.

“I’m planning to 
study abroad in the 
fall and honestly I’m 
considering not coming 

back,” shared Laura 
Himmel ‘17. Himmel 
plans on studying abroad 
in Aberdeen, Scotland 
for the Fall-Winter 
Long-Term program. “I 
chose Scotland because, 
as a Political Science 
major, I’m extremely 
interested in their system 
of governance.” But as 
political tensions arise 
in Europe, she becomes 
increasingly worried 
about her future. “At first 
I thought I could escape 
to Scotland for a while 
but turmoil has become 
so globalized that it seems 
like we might need a 

Venture Research Team
[Ayla Hull / The Index]

different long-term plan.”
Ernie Flanders ‘17 is 

currently living abroad 
in Quito, Ecuador. After 
studying abroad for a 
semester, he “frankly 
could not stomach coming 
back to Kalamazoo or 
even the United States, 
at that.” Flanders has 
become an integral part of 
the movement on and off 
campus that is attempting 
to relocate the college 
within the next five years. 
“We’re really pushing to 
have the college relocated 
to somewhere that doesn’t 
have to deal with the 
current turmoil at all, 

which is so rampant right 
now.” When asked where 
the college would ideally 
be relocated he responded, 
“Have you ever seen Sky 
High? We’re trying to set 
up a system like that. Quite 
frankly, we don’t want to 
be within 1,000 miles of 
the earth’s surface. The 
higher we are, the better.”

“This is presenting an 
enormous problem for 
the college,” commented 
Admissions Officer 
Regina Phalange. 
“This year, students are 
graduating at a 34 percent 
lower rate, and next year 
that number is estimated 

to increase drastically.” 
A host of anonymous 

sources suggest that 
the Kalamazoo College 
Administration is 
seriously considering 
relocating the school due 
to the vast number of 
complaints from students. 
The Council of Student 
Representatives will meet 
this coming Monday to 
discuss measures that the 
administration should take 
in the upcoming year.

Crowds of students 
formed outside of the Fine 
Arts Building this past 
Sunday in what would 
grow to be the one of 
largest student-prompted 
gathering in Kalamazoo 
College history, second 
only to the 2003 riots 
following the professorial 
upset of the free tuition 
trivia. 

Capitalizing on the 
sunny day, a group of 

A Protest to End All 
Protests

GABRIEL STANLEY
news editor

ConfuSion At the fAb
students soon be known 
as “The Quilters” decided 
to lay a blanket down and 
study for the many papers 
and tests approaching. 
Sasha Skipmann, one 
of the first to make 
themselves comfortable 
defended the group saying 
“all we wanted to do was 
study. We brought books 
and a blanket. I don’t 
know who brought the 
megaphone.”

It was not long after the 
lunchtime rush that others 
came to see the appeal of 
the grass in front of the 
FAB, gathering with The 

Quilters until distinction 
between territorial blanket 
spots became impossible. 
The ensuing confusion and 
argument regarding whose 
blankets were placed first 
was capitalized upon by 
students wielding signs 
with phrases such as “Stop 
This Now” and “Put An 
End To It.”

After signs had been 
passed around to the 
students, chants began 
rising from within the 
already confused group, 
all expressing the same 
ambiguity as in the signs. 
As the day continued 

an increasing number 
of students joined in the 
protest.

Shocked by the amount 
of support that the protest 
was garnering, sophomore 
Robert Dobalina 
spearheaded a counter-
protest demonstration 
across the street from the 
FAB, next to the library. 
When asked as to why he 
felt compelled to put an 
end to the protest, he said 
“It’s just not right.”

After having recently 
emailed a professor asking 
for an extra spot in a 
constitutional law class for 

the spring term, Dobalina 
felt knowledgeable enough 
to claim that “the right 
to protest only applies if 
there’s something you’re 
protesting against.”

Joined by several of 
his friends and a dozen 
students who felt similarly 
about the vague protest, 
Dobalina began criticizing 
the effectiveness of the 
protest across the street. 
The abundance of students 
on both sides of the street 
began to flood onto the red 
brick, blocking oncoming 
traffic.

 Campus security 

tried to stop the protesting, 
only to be met with 
aggressive immobility. In 
the time spent corralling 
the unruly students back 
onto the pavement and 
grass, the sun had begun 
to set and the jacketless 
protesters began to realize 
that dinner hours were 
soon to be over. In a 
coordinated movement, 
the groups joined together 
to receive food from the 
cafeteria in a line long 
enough to allow them to 
realize all the work that 
they had yet to finish.
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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deAr AmeLiA

DEAR AMELIA:
I’m a first year. In high 

school I was first in my 
class, had perfect grades, 
and was loved by all the 
teachers. At K I feel like 
I don’t have any of that 
anymore and I feel kinda 
lost, help! –BRAINY

DEAR BRAINY:
This is very real. There 

are so many smart people 
that you feel at first like 
you’re losing your identity 
as “the intellectual.” First 
thing’s first: ask yourself, 
“Am I being a pompous 
jerk about this?” If the 
answer is no, then start 
trying to just enjoy what 
you’re learning, regardless 
of grades. Spend time 
making a difference or 
pretending like spending 
$1.25 for a subpar wash 
job on your linens is not 

Our very own Amelia 
answers questions from 
thoughtful readers like 

you!

AMELIA DONOHOE
co-editor-in-chief

robbery. If the answer is 
yes, go spend time alone 
in nature until you shape 
up.

DEAR AMELIA:
So there’s a guy in my 

chem class I have a big 
crush on. We haven’t 
talked much but we smile 
at each other a lot. I’ve 
heard he’s a kind of a 
player from a few people, 
but trying to decide if I 
should listen or follow 
my heart. Thoughts? –
CHEMISTRY?

DEAR CHEMISTRY:
Eh. I mean I smile at old 

people in Meijer. I smile 
at dogs. Heck, I smiled 
and laughed heartily 
at my sushi today. And 
how do you have time to 
look at him? Aren’t you 
mixing chemicals all the 
time? That sounds like 
an excellent way to lose 
an eyebrow. Furthermore, 
one thing no one needs 
when they’re trying to 
better the world through 
science is a nasty breakup. 
So maybe follow the 

Amelia is the scary one at haunted houses
[Potato Camera / The Index]

deeper and less easily 
infatuated part of your 
heart all the way to the 
bank someday to collect 
that fat check you earned 
for saving the world.

DEAR AMELIA:
I go to the gym a lot. 

Like a ton. Like I’m so 
ripped right now. My issue 
is that I’m secretly afraid 
to try out the few random 
pieces of equipment I 
don’t know yet, but it’s 
dumb that I’m like this. 
What do you suggest? –
BIG GUNS

DEAR BIG GUNS:
Well this just feels like 

a blatant attempt to brag 
about these mythical 
guns you have. But I will 
answer sincerely because 
why not. I think gym 
awkwardness is a very 
real thing, because it’s the 
one time you’re thinking 
to yourself, “wow, this 
is what I would look 
like if I got dropped off 
in Death Valley for two 
days, I hope I don’t see 
anyone!” And then you see 

everyone. And you make 
awkward eye contact in 
the giant mirrors. And 
you physically wave 
your hand and you don’t 
know why. And you say 
hi either too quietly or 
too aggressively. And you 
scamper around with eyes 
averted because the gym 
can be flustering when 
you’re trying desperately 
not to be awkward. So 
try the equipment out at 
a weird time when no one 
but you and the person 
at the table/desk combo 
thing are there. Also 
Google is good for that. 
But I feel ya.

Word SeArCh Word bAnk
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Come Write for the 
Index!

Staff meetings are at 7:00 PM on 

Mondays in the Index Office

(Room 116, Hicks Center)

Student Organization Spotlight:
Laziness in the Library

Mason Higby ’17 has 
decided to send in a proposal 
for funding for a new student 
organization that is to meet on 
the second floor of the Library. 
The organization’s name is 

Senior, Mason Higby, 
is starting a club whose 

main goal is to do 
nothing

Laziness in the Library and 
their objective is basically 
to be lazy.

“You know, as a senior at 
K, I have a lot of homework 
and sometimes I just get really 
tired and don’t want to do it,” 
Higby said. “Well, usually all 
of my friends end up doing 
their homework right when it’s 
assigned and I’m just like…
what if I started a club where 
we basically look productive, 

JANELLE GRANT
co-editor-in-chief

Founder of new organization, Mason Higby ‘17, under palm tree [Photo courtesy of his facebook page]

but we really aren’t doing 
anything.”

Higby proposes that his 
club is dispersed about the 
second floor of the library and 
attempts to look like they are 
doing work, but in reality they 
are watching Netflix, texting, 
reading fun articles, etc. 

“This way, we can have a 
support group for laziness,” 
Higby said. “Of course, we 
should all eventually do our 

assignments, but it’s fun to 
keep up the charade for as 
long as you can, but no one 
wants to do it alone, and that’s 
what this organization is for.”

“I will definitely join 
Mason’s group,” Kaitlyn 
Courtenay ’17 said. 
“Sometimes it’s nice to go to 
the library for things other than 
homework like socializing and 
a quiet place to catch up on 
my TV shows. I don’t always 

want to go to the library just 
for homework and Mason’s 
new organization offers a 
space for this.”

Higby was skeptical of 
getting funding for this new 
organization. “I wanted to 
have funding to buy food 
for us to eat on the second 
floor of the library, and yes, 
I know technically we aren’t 
supposed to have food on the 
second floor, but who wants to 

procrastinate without coffee, 
donuts, and/or bagels?” Higby 
said.

Higby hopes to see everyone 
join him and his first member, 
Kaitlyn Courtenay, in the 
library every Tuesday starting 
first week of Spring Quarter.

Library  [Photo courtesy of Kalamazoo College]
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SPORTS EDITOR STARTS QUIDDITCH TEAM

As many of you know, The 
Index’s beloved Sports Editor, 
Koji Vroom ‘17 has begun 
his endeavor in officially 
making Quidditch a sport 
here at K. Vroom has spent 
years reporting and following 
K sporting events that he felt 
it was time to create a team 
of his own. 

Senior Sports Editor 
Follows his Interest

“I will gladly step up to be 
the captain and seeker of the 
Quidditch team,” Vroom said. 
“Many people on this campus 
really love Quidditch, the sport 
inspired by the Harry Potter 
series, and I am ready to bring 
this game to life on campus. 
It’s going to be a lot of fun for 
spectators and participants.”

Kaitlyn Courtenay ’17 has 
mixed feelings about this new 
sports team. “I love all things 
Harry Potter,” Courtenay said. 
“The only thing I am upset 

JANELLE GRANT
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Related photo?
[Courtesy of his Facebook page]

about is that Koji did not come 
up with this idea sooner…I 
assume it’s a spring sport and 
since I’m a senior, I’ll only 
have this upcoming quarter 
to participate.”

Vroom assured The Index 
that Quidditch will be 
starting this coming spring. 
“Anyone can play this game, 
just contact me because I’m 
starting to custom design the 
uniform for each team member 
and I’ll need your sizes and 
preferred color options…

the Black and Orange is way 
too Hallooween-like for my 
uniforms,” Vroom said. 

Vroom would like to 
reiterate that there are no try-
outs necessary and anyone 
can join. He will be holding 
informational sessions about 
the Quidditch culture at his 
home before the first practice, 
which will include watching 
all of the Harry Potter movies 
and a dramatic reading from 
Vroom himself of his favorite 
Quidditch match from the 

series. “I’ll also make snacks,” 
Vroom offered. 

Of course, since Vroom 
cannot report coverage on 
the upcoming team, as it 
is a journalistic conflict of 
interest for him, The Index is 
in the market for an assistant 
sports editor who can be an 
apprentice under Vroom and 
cover the new and upcoming 
Quidditch team. Please upload 
your resumes to be Vroom’s 
apprentice at thekzooindex@
gmail.com. 

“As an assistant sports 
editor, you’ll get free and 
exclusive access to all things 
K sports related. It’s a great 
opportunity…the only thing 
is, you can’t sign up for 
Quidditch, but I’ll still let 
you come to the Quidditch 
culture session at my house,” 
Vroom said. “Although, I’m 
still thinking of ideas for 
snacks.”

Donuts with Dietz 
Brian Dietz is offering free donut tasting on March 10th, 2017!   

“Come try my favorite donut from Sweetwaters!”  
Location: Student Development Suite 

When: All Day
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Career Summit

Future ProFeSSionalS

Silicon Valley’s best and 
brightest businesspeople 
gathered at Kalamazoo 
College April 7th and 
8th for the College’s 
inaugural Career Summit, 
a networking event 
intended to position K 
students for success in an 
ever-changing job market. 

With the help of 
executives and venture 
capitalists, K students 
sought their “calling,” 
described by Career 
Summit organizer, venture 
capitalist, K alumnus, 
and trustee Brad O’Neill 
as “the inescapable pull 
toward a natural state of 
action.” The event catered 
to students of all academic 
backgrounds with the 
intent of inciting students 
to identify personal 
strengths and translate 
those into success in the 
professional world.

Panelists shared advice 
on careers, failure, 
innovation, and personal 
satisfaction during formal 
Q&A and informal 

networking sessions. 
Though participants were 
offered guidance and 
direction from experienced 
entrepreneurs, O’Neill 
reminded students that, 
“advice isn’t an answer, 
it’s a suggestion. The key 
is to run with it. Going 
from ‘I’ve got an idea to 
‘I’m doing it’ is the secret 
of being successful.”

Students inquired 
about finding success in 
their first jobs during the 
opening panel.

Jeanne Blondia, K’87 
and vice president of 
finance and treasurer 
at Stryker Corporation 
insisted that young 
employees must “find 
where they are needed.” 
“There’s no rubric for 
a first job,” business 
professor Dr. Amy 
McMillan later offered, 

evoking widespread 
agreement from panelists. 
Senior vice president of 
growth at SurveyMonkey, 
Inc. Elena Verna recalled 
her experiences at her 
first job, encouraging 
students to actively seek 
opportunities instead of 
passively waiting for 
assignments.

Topics quickly shifted 
to discussions on 
comprehensive career 
paths, with each panelist 
sharing the professional 
philosophies they exercise 
every day. For many, 
following or seeking 
certain inspirational 
individuals is more 
important than doing the 
same for a certain job. 
“Don’t worry about being 
liked [in the workplace], 
what you want is to 
be trusted,” explained 

(Left to right) Om Malik, Jeff Wycoff, Val Cole K’83, Lindsey Haswell, Hilmon Sorey, and Michael McFall K’93 discuss their pro-
fessional calling in panel, introduced by (far right) Brad O’Neill K’93 (Keith Mumma / Kalamazoo College).

venture capitalist Jeff 
Wycoff. Rather, according 
to Ed Hortelano, K’83 and 
global vice president for 
research and development 
of Loparex, professionals 
should “like the people 
[they’re] working with.” 

Om Malik, venture 
capitalist and leading 
technology writer, insisted 
that when successful 
professionals “fail on 
something they love, they 
don’t feel that they’ve 
failed.” Malik added, 
“Scratch your itch…ideas 
come from everywhere, 
but understanding and 
putting it into practice is 
a skill.”

Kalamazoo College’s 
educational experience 
was also credited as 
influential in the success 

of alumni. “K helped with 
developing intellectual 
flexibility,” Val Cole, 
K’83, retired senior 
executive of Apple, 
Inc., consultant and 
philanthropist said of his 
K education, “but before 
you start [a job], write the 
review that comes at the 
end, and let your action 
speak louder than your 
degree.”

President Gonzalez 
concluded the Career 
Summit declaring, “I see 
this as a startup—in the 
next years it will grow and 
grow, and I’m grateful to 
work with the master of 
startups.”

Following the Summit, 
the “master of startups” 
O’Neill shared with 
The Index that the 

event “exceeded initial 
expectations” and that new 
ideas and improvements 
will be integrated next 
year. “The entire campus 
came together to put career 
development on the front 
burner, an encouraging 
start for what we hope 
will become an enduring 
element of K’s broader 
experiential learning 
initiatives.”

Regrettably, this 
year’s graduating class 
won’t have the benefit 
of experiencing future 
improved Career Summits. 
By Wycoff and Hartelano’s 
word, they ought to “do 
something uncomfortable 
each week,” because 
“the greatest growth 
opportunity comes when 
[they’re] uncomfortable.”

adviSeS and enCourageS

Leading executives and 
entrepreneurs converge at 
K during inaugural event 
facilitated by trustee and 
venture capitalist Brad 

O’Neill
ANDREW PARSONS

web editor

Michael McFall K’93 discusses strategy and opportunity 
with K students (Keith Mumma / Kalamazoo College).

(Left to right) Elena Verna, Om Malik, Hilmon Sorey, Lindsey Haswell, Jeff Wycoff, and 
Suzie Gonzalez (Keith Mumma / Kalamazoo College).
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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The fair Arcadian hill has 
won over the hearts and 
minds of reviewers at Trav-
el+Leisure, a Time, Inc. pub-
lication that covers travel 
guides, tips, and reviews.

Kalamazoo College has 
been named Michigan’s Most 
Beautiful Campus, ranking 
among traditional beauties 
such as Colgate University, 
Dartmouth, Lewis & Clark, 
Pepperdine, Princeton, and 
Yale. 

Described as a “leafy” and 
“pleasant” campus with “un-
derstated red-brick build-
ings,” Kalamazoo College 
meets criteria outlined 
by Travel+Leisure. While 
setting, scenery, architec-

ture, and upkeep all played 
a role in determining the 
winners, the Grounds Crew 
knows that awards aren’t 
won without hard work and 
dedication.

Red-brick buildings and 
the leafy green quad 

make an impression on 
nationally known travel 

writers.

Leafy green and encompassed by Georgian red-brick buildings, Kalamazoo College’s Quad provides an 
ideal space for students to study and play (Photo courtesy of Chris McGuire Photography).

“To be recognized by a na-
tional publication is a tre-
mendous honor and val-
idation of the teamwork 
that takes place to make K’ 
Michigan’s most beautiful 

campus,” said Victor Garcia, 
Grounds Coordinator for the 
College, continuing, “[this 
moves us toward] our ul-
timate goal to support the 
College by creating a wel-

coming, attractive, and safe 
space for all of its guests and 
constituencies.”

K named miChigan’S moSt BeautiFul CamPuS

ANDREW PARSONS
web editor

What if your personal atti-
tude could predict trends in 
the United States economy? 
On Wednesday, Dr. James 
Lepkowski of the Universi-
ty of Michigan visited Ka-
lamazoo College to discuss 
one area of his research: how 
regular people can predict 
vast economic trends simply 
by participating in a basic 
questionnaire, as proven 
through decades of surveys.

“So what do individual 
consumers and their atti-
tudes have to do with how 
the economy is going to 
behave?” The data scien-
tist specifically discussed a 
survey that began in 1946 
called “Measuring Indi-
vidual Attitudes about 
the Economy” and aimed 
“to measure the attitudes 
for personal and national 
economic attributes.” The 
personal attributes, he ex-
plained, ask basic ques-

Understanding how your 
financial attitude could 

predict the national 
economy, with Dr. James 

Lepkowski

Dr. James Lepkowski speaks with the K community about his research of transitional surveys
[Ayla Hull / The Index].

data SCienCe through the ageS

AYLA HULL
news editor

tions regarding individu-
al finance: ‘Do you think 
your finances are going to 
get better, worse, or stay 
about the same? In the 
next month? In the next 
12 months?’ The national 
attributes consist of similar 
but larger-scale questions: 
‘Do you think that the busi-
ness condition in the next 
12 months are going to get 
better, worse, or stay about 
the same?’ “The questions 
are that basic.” 

Over time, the survey 
found that “people’s thoughts 
about the economy actu-

ally are going to translate 
into what happens in the 
economy.” Using the example 
of unemployment, the survey 
found that people’s expecta-
tions would predict financial 
outcomes three months in 
advance. “Is there a sound 
science to connect that kind 
of aggregate attitude and 
the outcome in terms of 
the economy? Not exactly,” 
claimed Lepkowski. Rather, 
he suggested that these sta-
tistics were the result of an 
association that has devel-
oped over time. “This has 
been going on month by 

month for 70 years in the 
US economy.”

Why are these predic-
tions important? Dr. Lep-
kowski explained that large 
corporations such as Ford, 
Honda, and Toyota use this 
kind of data to predict the 
finances of their consum-
er base. “When you hear 
about shifts being closed 
down or people being laid 
off, it’s in part because this 
is part of the prediction 
process. They want to know 
in advance what’s going to 
happen in terms of unem-
ployment, because that will 

tell them whether people 
will be buying cars at the 
current rate.”

K’s guest concluded by 
advising students planning 
on entering into the data 
science sector. “I don’t know 
anyone who has a degree 
in statistics or computer 
science who is unemployed,” 
said Dr. Lepkowski, prompt-
ing chortles from audience 
members. Additionally, the 
data scientist shared that 
all of his PhD students are 
funded--thus, Lepkowski 
emphasized, “it’s best to look 
at institutions that do re-

search because they’re more 
likely to be able to support 
their students.” 

Math, Physics, and Com-
puter Science triple major 
Marlisa Pennington ‘17 
shared that this event “made 
[her] think about the intri-
cacies that go into applying 
math to real world situa-
tions.” Next time, she would 
enjoy also learning “more 
about the math behind those 
changes and how the data 
was actually used.”

April 1st presided over 
the next step in The Index’s 
latest foray into the digital 
frontier. The Index unveiled 
its redesigned website, in-
tended to provide a refined 
reading experience for 
readers.

Page navigation is now or-
ganized around story cards. 
Each clickable card features 
a large image that contextu-
alizes its underlying article, 
helping to tell a story.

The enhanced experience 
also is intended to max-
imize screen real estate 
usage and declutter pages 
so that readers can turn their 
focus to what matters: the 
content. Menu layouts are 
now much more sensible, 
and the entire website easily 
adapts to mobile devices.

While the website has 
undergone a maturing 
process, it remains true to 
the brand’s key design ele-
ments. Readers should feel 
right at home, even though 
the house is cleaner.

In the three years since 
the online presence’s incep-
tion, content has been fea-

Check us out 
thekzooindex.com

weBSite redeSign ProvideS FaCeliFt For the index

ANDREW PARSONS
web editor

tured in three distinct online 
mediums. This fourth iter-
ation—a more mature and 
permanent stage in our pub-
lication’s evolution—was de-
veloped with longevity in 
mind. The website is adapt-
able to new content media 
and its operation should be 
foolproof to future editorial 
staff members. Accessibili-
ty has also been taken into 
consideration, with care-
fully selected typefaces and 
color palettes intended to 
promote legibility. 

“One of our long term 
goals is to make the website 
ADA compliant,” shared 
Graham Key ’16, the web-
site’s original and primary 
designer. As the internet 
grows to become a more in-
clusive space for users of all 
needs, The Index will be on 
the cutting edge of accessi-
bility and user experience.

“We also reduced some 
backend bloat, improving 
website performance. The 
redesign extends beyond a 
facelift, as we’ve really tried 
to optimize everything,” says 
Key.

Enjoy the redesign, share 
with friends, and let us know 
what you think.

Sleek, modern, 
and responsive, the 
redesigned website 
provides a refined 

reading experience.
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Exploring “Identity Conscious Narratives”

Kalamazoo College’s 
Office of Intercultural Student 
Life has developed many 
ways to start conversations 
and provide safe spaces for 
students that will allow for an 
inclusive atmosphere to grow 
on campus. The Intercultural 
Student Life (ISL) mission 
statement states that it works 
to provide the campus with 
“programs, initiatives, and 
dialogues that center the lived 
experiences and voices of 
minoritized students.”

Throughout this year, ISL 
has provided many events that 
allow the campus community 
to come together to put 
the mission statement into 
practice.  Natalia Carvalho-
Pinto, Director of ISL, 
explained that the Intercultural 
Center is the “physical space 
but it is not always the space 
where all ISL events will be.”

“[The Intercultural Center] 
space centers the communities 
that have been traditionally 
marginalized...[and] the goal 
of ISL is to center experiences 
that aren’t always centered,” 
Carvalho-Pinto continued. 
“The events are identity 
conscious [and] depend on 
the identity they are trying 
to center.”

Carvalho-Pinto described 
ISL’s use of “identity 
conscious narratives” 
within their workshops and 
events, “When you become a 

The upcoming events of 
the Intercultural Center 

minority within an institution 
that expects majority, your 
identity gets lost.” Their 
partnerships around the 
campus help to promote being 
mindful of identity and to start 
conversations about it.  

Many of their events are 
located elsewhere around 
campus because they work 
in conjunction with other K 
organizations. Some of the 
events this week include: 
“Challenging Anti-Blackness 
in the Latinx Community”, 
“From Blackface to Black 
Power: The Changing Racial 
Climate at Kalamazoo College 

DELANEY FORDELL 
Staff Contributor 

in the 1950’s & 60’s”, and “
Intersex is Beautiful: 

Deconstructing the Binary”. 
For these events, they are 

partnering with organizations 
and offices like the Arcus 
Center for Social Justice 
Leadership, the Women of 
Color Alliance (WOCA), the 
Latino Student Organization 
(LSO) ,  Mov imien to 
Estudiantil Chicano de Aztlán 
(MEChA), and the Counseling  
Center. In addition, an event 
hosted every Monday within 
the Intercultural Center 
called “Food for the Soul: A 
Dinner Series” works with 

other student organizations 
as well as people within the 
Kalamazoo Community.   
Tamara Morrison ’16 is 
the current liaison between 
the Intercultural Center 
and the Arcus Center. 
Morrison explains that 
her position is there help 
“sponsor an atmosphere of 
belonging, healing, safety, 
and comfortability while 
educating them on how to 
sponsor that space on their 
own elsewhere. It is to make 
it clear that the space is there 
to educate and... support and 
affirm different identities as 
just being.” Karina Duarte ’14 
has worked with ISL in putting 
on a Día de Los Muertos event 
and will be partnering with 
them to put on the upcoming “

Challenging Anti-Blackness 
in the Latinx Community” 
event. “With Natalia’s help, 
a lot more organizations 
have put on cool events and 
meetings that provide many 
different spaces for us to fully 
live out our identities,” Duarte 
said. 

The Intercultural Center has 
made a real impact on students 
and K’s campus. “I also hope 
that the Intercultural Center 
will be expanded and made 
permanent through Student 
Organization and Intercultural 
Center collaborations that 
will prove how much it has 
helped and will continue to 
help,” Duarte said.

Alumni Q+A: Jasmine Charter-Harris ‘16

   Q: Can you talk about 
how you’ve spent your life 
since graduating from K? 
    A: I work at Bronson 
Methodist Hospital in 
downtown Kalamazoo. 
I took a gap year to save 
money for graduate school.

    Q: Have you moved? 
How have you been adjust-

After a gap year, Charter 
Harris ’16, will be attending 
Emory University Graduate 
School

ing to life in your 
new home? Is it radically 
different than Kalamazoo? 
    A:I haven’t moved outside 
of Kalamazoo, but being 
away from cam
pus has been different. I was 
definitely in the K   bubble 
while in school.

    Q: What do you do for 
work now? 
    A: I’m a patient repre-
sentative at Bronson. It’s 
basically the customer 
service representative of the 
hospital; I check in pa-
tients for their procedures, 
call doctors’ offices, verify 

JANELLE GRANT
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Photo courtesy of Jasmine Charter-Harris

insurance, and schedule 
appointments.

    Q: How did you get into 
your line of work? 
    A: I just applied online. 
Nothing fancy.

    Q: What experiences 
during your time at K do 
you think prepared you for 
this job?
    A: At K I was able to 
interact with people who 
were different from me 
and I feel comfortable in 
a diverse setting. I can see 
many of my coworkers are 
uncomfortable with certain 

patients and situations.

    Q: What advice do you 
have for students who are 
graduating in June? 
    A: A lot of people don’t 
have a concrete plan after 
graduation so don’t feel 
bad about that. I know 
people are probably tired of 
hearing this but everything 
is going to work out and be 
fine.

    Q: What’s next? 
    A:I’m starting a Master’s 
in Public Health program 
at Emory University in 
August.

Registeration is required. 
Register at https://reason.kzoo.edu/csjl/events/
leadershiptrainings/intersex/

Intersex is Beautiful: 
Deconstructing the Binary
Wednesday, April 12th
5:30pm - 7:30pm
ACSJL (205 Monroe)

Dinner will be served from 5:30pm to 6:00pm

Part intersex 101, part storytelling, and 
part film screening, this presentation  
by Pidgeon Pagonis explores what is 
at the root of intersex oppression. The 
audience will get a chance to think 
critically about the ways in which 
seemingly binary concepts such as sex 
and gender are actually as diverse and 
as mysterious as the galaxies in our 

universe. 

Sponsored By: 

The Intercultural 
Center 

 

 

 

From Blackface 
to Black Power 

The Changing Racial Climate at 
Kalamazoo College in the 1950s & ‘60s 

Wednesday, April 12, 2017  
In Hicks Banquet Hall East  

Hors d’oeuvres will be served at 4PM 
Talk will begin at 4:15PM 

 This talk will be followed by a discussion about implications for today 
and the future 

Store Name 

Please join us in this discussion to begin dismantling the racial frameworks we utilize today 

Remember the Alamo  

Kyle Lampar, K’17, was 
sitting in his Senior Seminar 
on February 1st, 2017 when 
he received the news. Laptop 
open on his desk, skimming 
through Facebook Messenger, 
Lampar stopped cold when 
he spotted the Facebook 
post from his employer, The 
Alamo Drafthouse—the post 
announcing the theater’s 
abrupt closure on April 3rd, 
2017.  

“One of my friends was 
watching me from across 
the classroom--she said my 
face looked like I‘d found out 
that someone had died,” said 
Lampar, who was an Alamo 
employee for the past year 
and a half.  

At an all-employee 
company meeting that night, 
Lampar discovered the reason 
for the closure: a business 
decision. The Alamo’s lease 
was up, and property owner, 
EPR Properties, had decided 
to sign a new theater operator.  

“It was devastating to me 
because as a company, the 
Kalamazoo branch has been 
one of the most successful 

Alamos ever. To have us be 
shut down for as something 
as stupid as capitalism is 
frustrating. You want to point 
your finger at someone,” said 
Lampar. 

The Alamo Drafthouse is 
a theater chain based out of 
Austin, Texas with 22 locations 
nationwide, according to their 
website. The company was 
jump-started by a couple with 
a passion for film who ran 
their first theater out of their 
converted garage.

The company’s humble 
origins set it apart from the 
large, commercial theaters.   

“The Alamo was unique for 
me because they deliver food 
to your seat, so while watching 
the movie you can enjoy some 
of their great food,” said 
Adam Edery, K’19, citing the 
Alamo‘s famous milkshakes 

as his favorite option on their 
extensive menu.  

The theater was well-known 
for its personalized movie-
going experience, from in-seat 
service to special screenings 
of classic films with themed 
menus.   

“It was a place I could go on 
the weekends and know that 
I had a group of people who 

supported me...Who can say 
at nineteen they’ve found a job 
that not only pays well, but 

they also enjoy going and 
it doesn’t feel like a job?“ 
asked Lampar, stressing the 
support the company has given 
him and his fellow employees 
during this time of transition.  

Another former employee 
Izzie Kerivan, K’17, said 
the Alamo’s welcoming, 
familial atmosphere impacted 
the greater Kalamazoo 

community.  
“The Alamo was such a 

big deal to so many people,” 
said Kerivan. “Being able 
to be a part of that is just 
like ‘Wow, I did something 
important in this city.’ Which 
is weird because I was just 
bringing people popcorn and 
chicken tenders, but it meant 
something to so many people.”

Elanor Riley of Portage, 
MI started a “Save the 
Alamo” petition in February, 
claiming the closure would be 
detrimental to Kalamazoo’s 
business district. As of last 
week, the petition had 5,100 
signatures. 

The Alamo brought many 
patrons to Kalamazoo’s 
downtown area, including 
Sharat Kamath, K’19 who 
would regularly attend the 
Alamo several times a term 
with his friends. 

“I think most of the 
K students will either 
significantly reduce how often 
they go to the movies, as a 
result of the Alamo’s closure, 
or they will start going to 
the Goodrich Kalamazoo 10 
theater or Celebration Cinema 
in Portage,” said Kamath. 

To many, the Alamo was 
a staple of the Kalamazoo 
community.  

“All of these artistic 

Community mourns loss 
of beloved theater 

MEREDITH ASHTON
Features Editor

responses and action is a 
reflection of what the Alamo 
means to the community,” said 
Lampar in reference to the 
online petition. “For example, 
every time we do a kids camp, 
those ticket proceeds go to 
Loaves and Fishes downtown. 
We felt like a member of the 
community rather than a 
corporate entity.”

Although the theater was 
meant to close on April 
3rd, they were still open for 
business last week, said former 
employee Kerivan. 

“Every time I go in there 
now, we only have popcorn 

and bottled soda and M&M’s. 
It’s just 

sad. It’s not the Alamo 
anymore, it’s just a normal 
movie theater... It’s sad to 
see that aspect of downtown 
going away,” said Kerivan.  

Despite only being in 
Kalamazoo for three years, 
it is clear that the Alamo 
has made a mark on the 
community.  

“You think of Kalamazoo 
and you think of the Alamo—
Whatever new that goes up 
there, I don’t think they’ll 
have the same sort of 
impact,”said Lampar.  

The last picture left hanging over the Alamo’s front bar. 
Courtesy of Kyle Lampar, K’17

The Alamo Drafthouse sign after it was taken down. 
  Courtesy of Kyle Lampar, K’17
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Sanctuary: Kalamazoo 

This past Friday, President 
of the United States and all-
around horrible waste of 
human flesh (I’m running 
out of fun nicknames, here) 
Donald J. Trump launched 
fifty-nine Tomahawk missiles 
at an air base in Syria. The 
assault, which killed seven 
Syrian soldiers and nine 
civilians (four of whom were 
children), came in response 
to a chemical attack on the 
village of Khan Shaykhun on 
April 4th, 2017, most likely 
perpetrated by the forces 
of Syrian President Bashar 
Assad.

I could go on and on about 
the president’s response to 
what was undeniably a horrific 
and inhumane attack on Syrian 
lives. There are layers upon 
layers of problems that have 
arisen as a result of Friday’s 
attack, on top of what is 
already an incredibly complex 
conflict. In the coming days, 

Why now is the time to 
fix the president’s mess 

months, and likely years, 
we as a country will have to 
grapple with whether or not 
the president’s actions were 
domestically or internationally 
just.

But the fact is, the attack 
itself is over and done. The 
strike was the United States’ 
first direct assault on Syrian 
forces in the more than six 
years the Syrian Civil War 
has devastated the country 
and much of its neighbors. 
As a result, we don’t have any 
sort of moral high ground to 
stay neutral anymore, if we 
ever truly did. Our country’s 
involvement in the conflict has 
escalated to the point where 
it is painfully hypocritical to 
throw up our hands and say 
“America first” when refugees 
come to us seeking asylum 
from a country that we have 
now deliberately bombed. 
But perhaps even more than 
this, we have a commitment to 
protect those who are already 
here, those who plainly do not 
have the option to “go back 
where they came from.”

My argument is this: the city 

ADDIE DANCER
Opinions Editor

of Kalamazoo must follow in 
example of New York, Los 
Angeles, Miami, and others by 
definitively declaring itself to 
be a sanctuary city, especially 
now, in the age of Trump. To 
do so would not be without 
precedent, not even in the state 
of Michigan - in fact, The 
Detroit News reports that the 
Lansing City Council voted 
unanimously to designate 
itself as such just last week. 
What’s more, numerous 
residents of Kalamazoo have 
shown their support for such 
a stance; several hundred 
gathered at Bronson Park 
on February 5th to protest 
Trump’s Muslim ban, holding 
signs and even welcome mats 
advocating against federal 
immigration policy. Likewise, 
a number of Kalamazoo city 
officials have made statements 
indicating their intent to 
protect undocumented 
immigrants and refugees; the 
Department of Public Safety 
Chief Jeff Hadley stated that 
Kalamazoo law enforcement 
has no “interest” in enforcing 
federal law that would deport 
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How a Stream Becomes a River 

The rise of video streaming 
has uncoincidentally coincided 
with the near destruction of 
television cable providers. 
The gravestone has already 
been made, chiseled by the 
major streaming companies 
(Netflix, Hulu, Amazon) 
and left without a date 
in anticipation for the 
inescapable death of cable 
television. The monopoly over 
entertainment, it seems, may 

Netflix’s role in the death 
of cinema

not be the end of the insatiable 
desire of conquest for these 
ever-growing media giants.

 The impending 
dissolution of cable companies 
may serve as a bellwether 
for the trending movement 
away from cinema and toward 
in-home streaming. It was in 
2015 when Netflix released its 
first feature-length film Beasts 
of No Nation for streaming 
and in theaters both on the 
same day. The vice president 
of the National Association 
of Theatre Owners, Patrick 
Corcoran, said in an interview 
with Wired magazine that 
“Netflix is not serious about 

GABE STANLEY 
staff writer

a theatrical release.” 
 This attitude is not 

all that far-fetched, as Netflix’s 
monthly fee is only $8 at it’s 
very cheapest, less than the 
cost of most theater tickets. 
Fears over the infiltration of 
large streaming companies 
seemed validated during the 
2017 Academy Awards, when 
the Amazon-produced film 
Manchester by the Sea won 
two Oscars: Best Actor and 
Best Original Screenplay.

 Meanwhile, Netflix-
original content includes 
such critically-acclaimed 
and Emmy Award-winning 
shows Orange is the New 

Black and House of Cards, it 
seems to mark a new age in 
entertainment programming as 
a whole. More recently, Netflix 
bought the production rights 
for War Machine, a political 
satire comedy starring Brad 
Pitt. The company has also 
reportedly spent an estimated 
$100 million to produce 
an upcoming and untitled 
Martin Scorsese film starring 
Robert DeNiro. What were 
once exclusively streaming 
services have transformed into 
production companies with 
the resources and influence 
to attract highly sought-after 
actors and filmmakers, and 

the motivated business goal 
to beat out other production 
studios showcases Netflix’s 
growingly aggressive strategy 
to stay ahead of Hollywood.

 For the consumer, 
it is difficult to predict what 
this shift will entail as theater 
marketers search for ways 
to bring the people back to 
the silver screen and out of 
the comfort of their homes. 
The public’s loss of interest 
of movie theaters might well 
double as a loss of one of the 
longtime enduring American 
industries, and may have a 
broader cultural impact than 
one what might expect from 

present circumstances.
 Even so, perhaps 

Netflix and its similarly-
minded colleagues will have 
underestimated the loyalty 
of the public to the theater 
business. Though time will 
tell, the looming movement 
towards the free-of-interaction 
desire capitalized upon by 
these streaming companies is 
feeding into a system which 
only seeks to harm those it 
serves. Perhaps this realization 
or a fault on the part of the 
streaming companies will 
expose the growing distaste 
for social interaction and 
prompt a response.

or bar people from entering the 
country, while MLive reports 
City Commissioners Matt 
Milcarek and Shannon Sykes 
called on the city government 
to oppose Trump’s Muslim 
ban mere hours after it was 
enacted, calling it “injustice 
and authoritarian rule.”

Should we choose to 
declare ourselves a sanctuary 
city, there will, of course, be 
backlash. Attorney General 

and noted MLK-hating racist 
Jeff Sessions has already made 
threats to cut funds to sanctuary 
cities, and there is nothing to 
suggest Kalamazoo would be 
somehow exempt from these 
punishments if we were to 
take a stand. But we as a city 
have already made it clear that 
our values lie on the side of 
what is morally responsible. 
If the White House will not 
take responsibility for those 

human lives displaced by 
its most recent attack, then 
Kalamazoo, indeed every city 
across the country, should 
stand up and make up for 
the compassion the Trump 
administration has shown to 
lack, time and time again. We 
are already on the right track - 
we need only make it official.

Letter to the Editor

To the editor: 

GRAHAM KEY

On Tuesday night, Presi-
dent Trump addressed a 
joint session of congress. 
This address was new and 
unique, t urning away from 
pessimistic and critical rhet-
oric that we’ve all become 
so used to throughout this 
last year. Rather, this speech 
carried an air of optimism, 
an embrace for justice and 
peace, and is the beginning 
of a hopeful future after 8 
years of failed policy. With 
a watch on the upcoming 
250th anniversary of Amer-
ican Independence, Trump 
became an advocate for 
hope we’ve longed for since 
broken promises of a prior 
administration.  Support for 

Ross shares his view with 
The Index

our veterans, our families, 
and our nation was clear.  
President Trump repeated 
his commitment to making 
America greater than ever 
before, asking everyone to 
“seize this moment, believe 
in yourselves, believe in 
your future, and believe 
once more in America.”
 Let me be clear, 
I did not support Trump 
during the primaries, 
rather I worked actively for 
another candidate. I did not 
support Trump in the gen-
eral election. My position 
was made clear and public 
through my own campaign- 
that I could not support 
the policies or values that 
Trump seemed to espouse. 
Tonight was different, and 
so I am writing this letter to 
you all as a letter of thanks. 
From the bottom of my 

heart, thank you for getting 
Trump elected. 
 For years, the 
leftist strategy has been to 
attack, blame, and defame 
their opposition. Republi-
cans lagged behind. While 
Obama campaigned on 
Mitt Romney being a bad 
guy, who hated the poor 
and women and who tied 
dogs to the roof of his car, 
the Romney campaign 
stood by and argued that 
Obama isn’t a bad guy, he’d 
just be a terrible president. 
The Republicans failed to 
stand up and, in the words 
of Obama’s deputy chief 
of staff Jim Messina, they 
failed to “punch back twice 
as hard.” 
 This year was 
different, because the nom-
ination of Trump signaled 
to the nation that after years 
of spineless nominees, there 

was a nominee who was a 
fighter. The left missed the 
revolution, and  continued 
with the same strategy as 
always- call names, sling 
insults, defend nothing. As 
we saw with Romney, and as 
I see regularly on our own 
campus, we saw the Dem-
ocrats play the same game: 
“Racist, sexist, homopho-
bic.”  As that failed with 
Trump, they doubled down. 
But met with someone 
willing to stand against it, 
the Democrats witnessed an 
incredible uprising. Against 
all odds, Trump won Mich-
igan, Ohio, Wisconsin, and 
Pennsylvania to secure a 
massive electoral victory. 
 How was this pos-
sible? It happened because 
after years of turning the 
other cheek, Republicans 
and even moderates saw 
just how absurd this had 

ALEXANDER ROSS
contributer

    You may have noticed 
some changes in our small 
corner of the internet.
    Andrew Parsons, your 
current web editor, and I 
finally flipped the switch on 
a much-needed site refresh-
ment. Included are per-

formance enhancements, 
greatly-improved visuals, 
and process automation: all 
designed to ensure ease-
of-use for the editors who 
deliver content and the 
readers who consume it.
    This is no small thing.
    As we move further into 
the internet age, websites 
like The Index’s will become 
digital arcs: concentrations 
of thought and media 

become.  After so many 
kicks to the stomach, 
the nation had had 
enough. As the left eats 
their own, from the out-
side we all could see the 
insanity. This campus 
has been absolutely no 
different. 
 And so I write 
to you with great thanks 
in my heart. Your name 
calling, your incessant 
accusations of every 
-ism you imagined, the 
list growing by the day, 
and the absurd victim 
culture you perpetuate 
are the direct cause 
of the excitement for 
Trump. I didn’t support 
him, and as I watch 
this address filled with 
inspiration, relieved to 
have a President who 
seems to care deeply 
about this nation, I owe 

you thanks. Thank you for 
being the greatest support 
the Trump campaign could 
have ever imagined and 
helping to inspire millions 
of Americans across this 
nation to vote against your 
immaturity, to vote against 
your bullying, and to vote 
against the failure of the 
Democratic party. 

“The time for small think-
ing is over. The time for 
trivial fights is behind us. 
We just need the courage 
to share the dreams that fill 
our hearts, the bravery to 
express the hopes that stir 
our souls, and the confi-
dence to turn those hopes 
and those dreams into 
action.” 
-President Donald J. Trump
God Bless, and let’s Make 
America Greater than ever,
Alexander Ross
 

Letter to the Editor
created by your peers and 
preserved by your scholas-
tic descendants. 
    Nearly twice as many 
people receive their news 
online than in a traditional 
newspaper or a magazine.  
At K, that number is likely 
far greater. The students of 
Kalamazoo College need 
and deserve an arc that 
works, that is worthy of 
pride, and that is a pleasure 

to visit.
    We must commit to 
renewing our investment in 
that arc year after year. As 
I’ve gone, so too will An-
drew. A new class of leaders 
and innovators at Kalama-
zoo College are a perennial 
necessity and I trust that 
there are more than enough 
among you to fill the void.
     Working on The Index’s 
website brings with it the 

unparalleled opportunity 
to connect with students 
and alums across the globe, 
building upon a legacy 
along the way.
     I hope that you enjoy 
our latest upgrades, and 
I hope you’ll be there to 
deliver the next round.
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Escape rooms are the new 
way to spend a free hour or two 
on the weekends. This activity 
has become popular and is 
making its way out of the big 
cities into less metropolitan 
areas. Kalamazoo currently 
boasts two places to “escape” 
for a little while, Escapology 
and The Final Clue. 

What is an escape room you 
may ask? For a per-person 
fee, you and up to 7 of your 
closest friends can be locked 
in a room with a simple task; 
escape. Each room has a theme 
with a specific set of puzzles to 
solve and clues to put together 
to accomplish a task unique 
to your situation. Only after 
successfully completing all 
tasks are you allowed to 
“escape” the room. It is a 
race against the clock, with 
most rooms having an hour 
countdown. 

What makes solving the 
puzzle and making it out of the 
room so enticing? Benjamin 

Go to this PlAcE:
GEttinG lockEd in A room? not As BAd As it sEEms!

Smith ‘19 likes escaping 
from the outside world 
while simultaneously trying 
to escape the room. “You’re 
being put in an alternate reality 
where problems from your life 
back home don’t matter. Yes, 
you’re escaping the room, but 
for the hour or two that you 
spend doing that you also get 
the chance to momentarily 
escape your daily life.” 

Maggie Smith ‘19 said she 

likes the excitement. “It’s a 
massive adrenaline rush. 
It feels like you’ve actually 
escaped from whatever 
scenario you’re in, whether it 
be escaping guards or a solving 
a murder on a train. They’re 
super addictive.” 

For others, like Madelyn 
Betts’19 it’s the problem-
solving portion of the room 
that entices her. “I liked the 
puzzle aspect of it, and actually 

Escape rooms in Kalam-
azoo offer problem-solv-

ing and an adrenaline 
rush with friends. 

VIC BEEHLER
staff contributor

At Escapology in Kalamazoo, you can race against the clock to find an antidote to a deadly virus. (Escapology, airwayfuncenter.com)

having physical clues and 
items to work with.”

Escapology is the largest 
escape room facility in 
Kalamazoo, boasting five 
different rooms with themes 
ranging from finding an 
antidote to a deadly virus, 
stopping a hacker before they 
commit a cybercrime, and 
solving a murder on a train in 
an old-fashioned setting. The 
Final Clue currently only has 

one room but is expanding 
soon, according to their 
website. 

At $25 per person on 
weekdays and $28 per 
person on weekends, the 
price can be a little steep for 
college students looking for 
some cheap entertainment. 
However, the price may be 
worth it according to Smith. 

“It’s totally worth the price. 
You’re not bored for a second,” 

said Smith. Benjamin Smith 
shared a similar sentiment. 
“It’s not something I would 
do often because of the price, 
but definitely worth it for the 
novelty if you haven’t done it 
before.” 

It looks like escaping dire 
situations and solving crimes 
isn’t just for action heroes 
anymore. Maybe a good place 
to get out of the K-bubble is to 
get locked in an escape room. 

Monkapult Workshop
“Monkashop”

“Learn how to Improv!”

Join Monkapult, K’s student improvisation group, every
Tuesday at 10PM in the Recital Hall at the Fine Arts Building.

Contact Adam Gothard for more information…
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Come Write for the 
Index!

Staff meetings are at 7:00 PM on 

Mondays in the Index Office

(Room 116, Hicks Center)

A free bird leaps 
on the back of the wind   
and floats downstream   

till the current ends 
and dips his wing 

in the orange sun rays 
and dares to claim the sky. 

But a bird that stalks 
down his narrow cage 

can seldom see through 
his bars of rage 

his wings are clipped and   
his feet are tied 

so he opens his throat to sing. 

The caged bird sings   
with a fearful trill   

of things unknown   
but longed for still   

and his tune is heard   
on the distant hill   
for the caged bird   
sings of freedom. 

The free bird thinks of another breeze 
and the trade winds soft through the sighing trees 
and the fat worms waiting on a dawn bright lawn 

and he names the sky his own 

But a caged bird stands on the grave of dreams   
his shadow shouts on a nightmare scream   
his wings are clipped and his feet are tied   

so he opens his throat to sing. 

The caged bird sings   
with a fearful trill   

of things unknown   
but longed for still   

and his tune is heard   
on the distant hill   
for the caged bird   
sings of freedom.

cAGEd Bird
MAYA ANGELOU

Zoo After Dark: 
Egg Hunt

When: Saturday, April 15th
Time: 9:30PM

Where: Hicks Center

Word sEArch!
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May Day: 

Kalamazoo College 
students and faculty 
marched down to Bronson 
Park on Monday morning-
banners, megaphones, 
and cooking supplies in 
hand. Choruses of “No 
hate, no fear, immigrants 
are welcome here!” and 
“El pueblo unido jamás 
será vencido!” rang out 
as individuals gathered 
together to protest the 
racist rhetoric and policies 
around immigration.

The Kalamazoo event, 
one of seven across the 
state, was organized by 
Michigan United and 
the national Cosecha 
Movement as a part of 
International Worker’s 
Day--a celebration which 
has fallen on May Day 
since the Haymarket Affair 
in the late 19th century. 
Organizers on Monday 
referenced the event, 
explaining the impact that 
it had--specifically on 
immigrants--in creating 
what is considered to be 
a standard eight-hour 
workday.

Dr. Adriana Garriga-
López, Associate 

Professor of Anthropology 
and Sociology at K, was 
the first to take the stage. 
“The idea behind A Day 
Without Immigrants is 
to make an economic 
impact by protesting 
and striking,” Garriga-
López explained. She also 
encouraged everyone to 
get involved in the series 
of follow-up events taking 
place over the coming 
week. 

Event speakers included 
WMU Art Professor 
Patricia Villalobos 
Echeverría, who discussed 
the danger that Central 
Americans, among 
many others, face when 
attempting to cross over 
into the United States.

“The right to exist, the 
right to live, the right to 
be often forces Central 
Americans into migrating 

north to ensure their 
safety and the safety of 
their families” Villalobos 
Echeverría said. “The 
new anti-immigration 
executive order would 
force immigrants to return 
to Mexico. This violates 
fundamental rights of 
not deporting people to 
countries in which [they 
may not be safe].”

Recent KVCC graduate 
and organizer Jacqueline 
followed, sharing her 
experience with the crowd. 
“Too long my heritage 
was kept quiet and I 
didn’t see the problems 
that affected people that 
looked like me… We need 
to find strength in each 
other but we also need 
to have strength to start 
conversations with people 
on the other side… It is 
hard, it is difficult, but 

K College student Gabriel Ugarte ‘20 waves a Nicaraguan flag while surrounded by fellow protestors [Ayla Hull / The Index].

it is our responsibility,” 
Jacqueline said. 

K College seniors 
Yaneli Soriano and José 
López also represented K 
College on the stage. “We 
have not been defeated, 
we are not colonized, this 
is an ongoing project. 
We have the power, we 
have the passion… I hope 
that we can work from a 
mutual perspective with 
love and light,” Soriano 
said. 

“It’s an honor to 
continue the work for 
the intercultural and 
immigration movement 
on this campus and 
community,” protester 
and chanter leader Neelam 
Lal ‘20 commented. “As a 
person of color, we have 
to unite and fight back 
against those who oppress 
us and our needs. I want 

to represent those who 
weren’t able to be present 
today and help everybody 
receive equality and 
freedom.”

#UnDiaSininMigranteS

K students and faculty 
rally in Bronson Park for 
#ADayWithoutImmigrants

AYLA HULL
news editor

Surrounded by his colleagues, K College student Alex Jaramillo 
’18 beats on a frying pan as form of protest

[Ayla Hull / The Index].

Kalamazoo community members gather together to demand immigra-
tion reform at Monday’s #ADayWithoutImmigrants protest

[Ayla Hull / The Index].

Sign at #ADayWithoutImmigrants protest in Bronson Park
[Ayla Hull / The Index].
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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Maru is Kalamazoo’s new 
kid on the block, confidently 
facing down Food Dance’s 
famed façade in the down-
town district. Located in 
the old train depot, the hip 
sushi joint’s open floor plan 
and large windows allow 
natural light to illuminate 
the  exposed brick walls 
and dark hardwood floor-
ing. The first floor boasts 
a modern, backlit bar; the 
upper level, a row of sushi 
chefs in multi-colored ban-
danas, hard at work creat-
ing their edible art.  

Maru offers a twist on tra-
ditional Japanese cuisine, 
utilizing Asian ingredients 
and local beers paired along-
side other cultural cuisines. 
For the 21 and up crowd, the 
extensive bar boasts many 
specialty cocktails, with 
daily drink specials and a 
weekday happy hour from 
2:30 to 5:30 PM. 

Maru opened March 4th, 
2017, and is the sixth restau-
rant in a seven year, Michi-
gan-based sushi enterprise. 
The menu contains a variety 
of appetizers, sushi rolls, 
salads, soups, noodle dishes, 

and more. 
Their freshly steamed 

edamame is heated to per-
fection, the crisp beans 
popping from their pods 
with the slightest applica-
tion of pressure. The soy-
beans are salted generous-
ly, and the bowl is large 
enough to satisfy a group 
of four—for the appetizer 
round at least. 

The restaurant’s signature 
sushi rolls include ten to 
twelve pieces in large por-
tions. The menu offers tra-
ditional options, such as the 
Philly or Cali roll, alongside 
twists on the old standby. 
Flashy rolls like the Sexy 
Bacon, Jaws, and Archer 
vegetarian roll with organic 
tofu, spice up the menu and 
make Maru unique from 
other sushi venues. 

The Rio Grande is one of 
Maru’s popular fusion-style 
rolls, combining Mexican 
and Japanese style cuisine 
in one color-packed platter. 
The roll wraps avocado and 
asparagus with spicy south-
ern staples: Serrano pepper, 
guacamole, and Pico de 
Gallo. The creamy guaca-
mole, an alternative to the 
classic wasabi or ginger, 
pairs well with the salty 
soy sauce. 

The Maru staff is quick 
to accommodate dietary re-

Maru offers new twists 
on classic Japanese 

cuisine

strictions and preferences. 
All rolls can be made with 
brown rice, and they offer 
gluten-free alternatives upon 
request. The establishment 
also offers an entire section 
of vegetarian rolls for the 
non-carnivorous folks.  

The Boogie Veggie roll, 
a popular vegetarian dish, 
has a light and crisp texture, 
with the rice sticking to-
gether nicely throughout 
the stab-and-dip chop stick 
dance.  The two thin sheets 
of tempura fried sweet 
potato on the side sweeten 
the otherwise salty ensem-
ble. 

Compared to other sushi 

options in the area, Maru is 
the pinnacle of the eat-in 
dining experience. Sushiya, 
with its new location this 
year on Gull Road, convert-
ed to a “quick-service and 
to-go venue,” according to 
their Facebook site. In com-
parison, Maru offers custom 
rolls delivered to the table, 
a more relaxed and person-
alized experience than the 
spattering of sushi buffets 
and to-go counters in the 
Kalamazoo area.  

Maru’s service is also 
fairly quick. Most customers 
spend around an hour or two 
at the restaurant. However, 
the venue is small, with 

limited booth and high-top 
seating. For those craving 
sushi with a twist, especially 
on weekends, reservations 
are highly recommended. 

Maru’s service and style 
come at a slightly higher 
price tag than the more 
casual sushi venues. 

However, Maru is still 
affordable. For an appetiz-
er and a signature roll the 
bill totals between $15 and 
$20. Savvy savers can get 
smaller, 8-piece rolls for 
around $10, which isn’t bad 
for a college kid eating out 
on a budget. 

new SUShi reStaUrant rollS into KalaMazoo
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Sushi chefs working at Maru [Meredith Ashton / The Index].

Do you miss dressing up 
in fancy clothes, styling 
your hair and maybe throw-
ing some make-up on your 
face? Do you remember 
how fun it was to dance 
around to loud music with 
a pounding bass rumbling 
up through the balls of your 
feet under flashing lights 
and maybe a disco ball? Do 

you miss photo booths with 
goofy filters and funny props 
for you and your friends to 
make ever lasting mem-
ories with? Did you ever 
even have this experience? 
Do you wish you could go 
back and redo it all—for 
good reasons or bad?  

Well on Saturday, May 6th 
at 10 pm in Hicks you can 
[re]create these memories 
that will last a lifetime at 
the annual Pride Ball. This 
year’s theme is “Celebrate 
Yourself”—which is just 
the point. “Pride Ball is a 
place for everyone to come 
as they are and however they 

Pride Ball is a night 
for everyone to express 

themselves and have fun 

feel comfortable and have a 
great time, in a positive and 
supportive environment,” 
said Julia Bartlett ‘18, one 
of this year’s Kaleidoscope 
leaders and event planners. 
“We really just want every-
one to have the opportuni-
ty to make memories they 
will cherish for a lifetime.”

Kaleidoscope (Kscope) is 
the campus’s LGBTQIA+ 
group on campus, and reg-
ularly holds the event every 
spring. Previously, as many 
seniors and staff at Kalam-
azoo College will remem-
ber, the event was Crystal 
Ball—a very different kind 

PriDe Ball 2017
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Maru’s interior [Meredith Ashton / The Index].

On Wednesday of second 
week, the student body re-
ceived an email from Direc-
tor of Gender Equity Ellen 
Lassiter Collier that the 
Sexual Safety and Support 
Alliance Team (S3A) will 
dissolve at the end of the 
2016/2017 school year and 
be replaced by Sexual Peer 
Education Alliance at K 
(SPEAK).

The email put to rest whis-
pers that S3A, which has 
provided confidential, peer-
to-peer services and educa-
tion for the past six years, 
would simply disappear, 
leaving student survivors 
of sex and gender-based 
violence without support.

The organization will 

instead be rebranded, with 
current S3A members 
being invited to become 
a part of the SPEAK team 
as well as new applicants 
who will undergo an ap-
plication process. This new 
student group will work 
more closely with Lassiter 
Collier, who explained that 
its purpose will shift from 
post-assault support to focus 
on preventative measures.

“I am a big believer in 
peer education, I used that 
model at my last institution 
and found it incredibly suc-
cessful,” she said.

In practice, this will 
involve SPEAK members 
working alongside Lassit-
er Collier to, as the email 
stated, “facilitate education 
and training during events 
such as First Year Forums, 
Community Reflections, 
Peer Leader and RA training, 

A shift from responsive 
care to peer education

and class presentations.”
Lassiter Collier plans to 

further develop existing pro-
grams in order to orchestrate 
workshops on topics such 
as consent, sexual assault, 
relationship violence, and 
healthy relationships. She 
hopes to create several on 
masculinity and rape culture 
as well.

Those who have been sex-
ually assaulted can now 
talk to staff in the Counsel-
ing Center or a trained pro-
fessional from the YWCA. 
Heather Dannison, Outreach 
Coordinator at the Coun-
seling Center, spoke via 
email on the services they 
provide, saying that in ad-
dition to offering the Sexual 
Assault Support group and 
an on-call counselor for 
24-hour crisis support, 
(reachable by calling K’s 
security office at 7321),

“We also want to make 
sure students know that we 
have a relatively new service 
for students - the 2PM hour 
every weekday is set aside 
for walk-in crisis. Students 
can access this service by 
ringing the white doorbell 
on the credenza, which is 
located off of the waiting 
room,” she wrote.

Professional advocates 
from the YWCA will be 
on campus for four hours 
each week as an alterna-
tive to resources provided 
by K. In addition to attend-
ing on-campus events like 
Take Back the Night, Las-
siter Collier said that these 
new faces will most likely 
have their photos on posters 
hung around campus in the 
way that S3A has, so that 
they may be easily recog-
nizable to, and reachable for 
students. The YWCA also 

provides a 24-hour crisis 
line (269-385-3587) and 
a nurse exam for those af-
fected by sexual violence.

Current S3A member 
Emily Kowey ‘17 was op-
timistic about the effects of 
the shift on the student body. 
“In the past S3A has provid-
ed more responsive services 
to this campus while also of-
fering some preventative ed-
ucation, so I am excited for 
the outreach potential that 
SPEAK will have for Ka-
lamazoo College,” she said.

Mary Burnett ’18 chose to 
leave S3A upon hearing the 
announcement. “I didn’t like 
that it was very much a top 
down decision,” she said. 

Burnett explained that she 
understood why the deci-
sion was made, citing that, 
though extremely valuable, 
there was potential risk in 
having students function as 

S3a tranSitionS to SPeaK
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confidential sources. 
“It’s a sticky situation 

with many sides to it. I guess 
we will find out if the risks 
outweighed the benefits now 
that S3A is gone,” she said.

Burnett’s statements 
echoed what other members 
and Lassiter Collier herself 
have said about the current 
expectations placed on S3A 
members. 

Despite the success of 
the peer-to-peer confiden-
tial support provided by 
the organization, “it’s still 
a lot of emotional work to 
ask students to do,” Lassit-
er Collier said.

She encourages those with 
questions or concerns about 
this transition to email or 
meet with her.

Maru’s popular Rio Grande vegetarian roll
[Meredith Ashton / The Index].

of event. It was disband-
ed for many reasons, but 
Pride Ball was the incredible 
rebirth of Kscope’s annual 
Zoo After Dark. 

When asked why Pride 
Ball was important to the 
campus community, the or-
ganization’s second leader, 
Zoe Johannsen ‘18 stated, 
“We hold Pride Ball because 
it’s a place to have fun and 
not feel self-conscious 
which is a thing a lot of 
LGBTQ students need—
it’s our answer for all those 
years we’ve had to spend in 
hiding.” The event is a place 
for everyone regardless of 

their sexual or gender orien-
tation to show up and have 
a place to claim as their 
own, and that can be a very 
powerful and confirming 
experience. For many stu-
dents in the LGBTQ com-
munity, it is the first expe-
rience they have which is 
designed for them and with 
them in mind. Rainbows ev-
erywhere, pictures and biog-
raphies of powerful and im-
portant LBGTQ folks lining 
the walls, and a place where 
no matter how you show up 
or who you show up with 
you will be accepted—better 
yet you won’t get a second 

glance, unless your outfit is 
super on point. It is a place 
of support and acceptance.

There is still a lot to do 
before this event and all help 
is vastly welcomed. If you 
would like to help set up or 
contribute in any way to the 
event, please contact Zoe Jo-
hannsen (zoe.johannsen14@
kzoo.edu) or Julia Bartlett 
(Julia.bartlett14@kzoo.edu). 
Also, come to the next Ka-
leidoscope meeting Tuesday 
at 7 pm in Bissel Theater. 

Hope to see you there—
whoever you are. 
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Letting Suffering Speak 

Last Friday the Hillel 
student organization centered a 
Community Reflection around 
the Holocaust Memorial Day, 
Yom HaShoah. Hillel brings 
together members of the 
Jewish Community every year 
to share stories and thoughts 
in remembrance of those lost 
in the Holocaust. 

Danielle Riffer-Reinert, 
K’13, is a Hillel member who 
participated in organizing and 
speaking at the event. “The 
wounds that the Holocaust 
left are still very much felt in 
the collective memory of the 
Jewish people. By honoring 
this day and by remembering 
the victims of the Holocaust, 
we give voices to all those 
who suffered,” Riffer-Reinert 
said. 

Other members of the 
Kalamazoo community 
were also invited to attend 
the event. 

“Friday was also a chance 
for those who are not Jewish 

Community Reflection 
honors Holocaust 

narratives

to listen to stories and to 
understand some of the 
impacts that the Holocaust 
had and how it is still strongly 
felt in the Jewish community,” 
Riffer-Reinert continued. 

Members of the Jewish 
community shared their 
memories at the event. 

Riffer-Reinert reflection  
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upon her family and their 
Holocaust experience. “I 
think making stories heard 
is extremely important. It is 
in this way we think of the 
millions of victims of the 
Holocaust less as statistics 
and we remember the gravity 
of just how many lives were 
lost,” she said. 

Abby Calef, K’15, shared 
a piece written about her 
grandfather, who was a 
Holocaust survivor. “He was 
an incredible person, who 
knew more about living life 
than anyone else…He and my 
great uncle taught our family 
the value of love,” she said.  

“It’s easy to distance 

ourselves from the pain, 
but we need to learn how to 
take action and not forget, 
especially with what is going 
on in the world today,” Calef 
continued. “There is a certain 
power in narrative that we are 
not given through text books.” 

After talking about their 
memories, each speaker lit a 
Yahrzeit candle. Usually these 
candles are lit in memory of a 
loved one’s death. “However, 
on Yom HaShoah, we light 
six candles to remember and 
mourn the losses of all of 
the Jews in the Holocaust. 
We mourn for each other and 
mourn with each other,” Calef 
explained. 

Each attendee received 
a handout with the lyrics 
to the Mourner’s Kaddish 
and the Hatikvah on it. 
The Mourner’s Kaddish 
“is a nearly 2,000-year-old 
traditional prayer in Judaism 
which is recited in mourning 
to commemorate and to 
honor family members and 
other loved ones who have 
passed…” Riffer-Reinhert 
continued. “[Hatikvah is a 
song that] was a symbol of 

hope in bleak times for Jews 
during the Holocaust. We 
now sing it to commemorate 
the resilience of the Jewish 
people.”

Both Riffer-Reinhert 
and Calef emphasized the 
existence of anti-Semitism 
as being a problem in today’s 
modern world. “[This day] is 
a reminder of the destructive 
power that hatred can hold 
in this world, and it gives 
us a chance on how we can 
learn from history... [It] also 
serves as a reminder of the 
resilience of the Jewish 
people through thousands 
of years of this persecution 
and hatred and how strong 
our community is,” Riffer-
Reinhert said. 

 The six Yahrzeit candles in Stetson Chapel.

Crisis in the Province of Freedom

I’d never attended a sin-
gle Model United Nations 
meeting, but there I found 
myself in the gilded halls 
of Chicago’s Palmer House 
Hilton. The 25 delegates 
sat around a long table too 
crowded for comfort and too 
large for convenience. From 
my position on the opposite 
end from the chairwoman 
I felt a fleeting desire for a 
pair of opera glasses and an 
ear trumpet. 

For the duration of the 
Chicago Model United Na-
tions, or ChoMUN, confer-
ence I was known as Rev. 
Melville Horne, a British 
missionary in the newly es-
tablished colony of former 
American slaves in Free-
town, Sierra Leone. 

My event was a Crisis 
Committee, in which at-
tendees play the role of  his-
torical individuals striving 
to collectively navigate a se-
ries of difficulties. The crisis 
staff, or the students from 
the host institution running 

Student reflects on 
Model United Nations 

conference 

the scenario, furnished us 
with biographical outlines 
of our characters. 

I saw the common cause 
our people held, their simi-
lar backgrounds, the friend-
ships they shared, and con-
cluded that this could be 
nothing other than the co-
operative game it was billed 
as in the guide. My fellow 
delegates had other ideas. 

We were gaveled into 
order and the first crisis re-
vealed. The delegates began 
furiously scribbling away. 
Some of their writing took 
the form of faddish direc-
tives, heedless of long-term 
threats alluded to in the 
background guide. 

Most of their writing, 
however, was not for public 
consumption. Instead, they 
wrote copious notes to the 
crisis staff, communicating 
their wishes to perform se-
cret actions. 

I later learned that the 
standard play in any cri-
sis committee is to recruit 
spies, assassins, and private 
militias, even if these actions 
bear no resemblance to one’s 
historical background. The 
real game of MUN is not 
to play the scenario or even 
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your own character, but to 
play the crisis staff. 

What the delegates were 
really after wasn’t a solution 
to the crises that faced their 
committee, but rather in-
dividual titles such as ‘Best 
Delegate.’ 

Some universities strong-
ly incentivize their delegates 
to ‘win’; if they don’t come 
back with awards, they may 
lose funding. Who the staff 
chooses to honor is entire-

ly at their discretion, so, at 
least in the crisis commit-
tees, ‘winning’ means telling 
the story that appeals most 
to the staff.

 The perverse incentive 
to be an entertaining dele-
gate distorts the intended 
cooperative gameplay. Rath-
er than safeguarding a new-
ly-founded colony of former 
American slaves, delegates 
instead resorted to elaborate 
schemes of (fictional) arson, 

poisoning, and backstab-
bing to win the attention of 
the crisis staff. 

At the end of the week-
end I sat in the same ban-
quet hall where, four days 
earlier, former U.S. Depu-
ty Secretary of State Tony 
Blinken had given us a 
keynote speech highlight-
ing the importance of co-
operation, diplomacy, and 
institutions of justice for the 

future of the world. Now I 
heard the roar of Harvard 
delegates cheering their vic-
torious fellows, followed by 
a cacophonous rendition of 
their fight song. 

In my committee, the 
crisis staff bestowed the 
highest honor upon the del-
egate who burned through 
three different characters af-
ter being found guilty of and 
executed for innumerable 
crimes. In the end, collective 
navigation found itself dis-
placed by individual striv-
ing. Instead of founding a 
functioning society, the sum 
of our efforts over those four 
days was a sad parable of 
unbridled self interest. 

The chairwoman moved 
on to announce results for 
another committee. “Please 
hold your applause for the 
end.” Wink. Nod. Only a 
formality. 

I checked in on the K 
College delegation’s group 
chat where some people 
who skipped the closing cer-
emony nonetheless awaited 
the results. 

“Best Delegate for Nixon 
was Melvin Laird.” 

Suzanne Miller ’17, 
stands out as a student ath-
lete because she participates 
in a different sport each sea-
son. This means that while 
other student athletes can 
take time to recuperate after 
their seasons, Miller takes 
to the field or gym to be-
gin a new athletic season. 
She plays soccer in the Fall, 
basketball in the Winter, 
and golf in the Spring of this 
academic year, as she did in 
her first year. 

Often asked the ques-
tion of which is her favorite 
sport, “I love them all,” Mill-
er responds. “But, if I had 
to choose a favorite sport, 
it would be soccer. It is the 
sport I have dedicated the 
most time to over the years, 
and still get the most excit-
ed when I play it, probably 
because I have the fondest 

memories associated with 
it.”

Although soccer holds 
a certain significance, she 
feels that whatever sport 
season she is in is the sport 
that she favors and feels fully 
committed to. “I like playing 
sports at K because of the 
ability to compete at a high 
level, the good relationships 
I have formed with all my 
coaches, and the families of 
teammates that I have had 
so much fun with on and off 
the field and court,” Miller 
says.

With a mixture of a 
heavy academic load at Ka-
lamazoo College and a busy 
sporting schedule, many 
around campus wonder 
how Miller accomplishes it 
all. But Miller proves to be 
a professional at time man-
agement, as she’s been play-
ing a sport each season since 
high school. “It was pretty 
easy and natural for me to 
transfer those skills over 
and refine them a little once 
I adapted to the rigor of K’s 
academics,” she says. 

“I believe that over the 
years having a busy athletics 
schedule has helped me on 
the academic side because 
I always knew exactly how 
much time I had to get my 
work done, and it gave me 
no time to procrastinate. 
Plus, playing sports has al-
ways been my outlet for 
stress and an escape from 
the world, so without it, I’m 
not sure how I would have 
gotten through.”

Although it may be en-

ticing to attempt to follow in 
Miller’s footsteps as a 3-sea-
son athlete, she advises those 
who want to try it out to be 
cautious of what they can 
handle intellectually, emo-
tionally, and physically. “At 
this school, if you want to 
have the best of both worlds 
and function at your opti-
mal capacity,” Miller says, “ 
you have to be disciplined 
and have as much passion 
for your school work as you 
do for your sports. You need 

an equal balance between 
the two because the minute 
either your school or ath-
letic performance starts to 
slip, it will directly effect the 
other.”

As a graduating member 
of the Class of 2017, Miller 
continues to strongly fin-
ish out the academic year 
and sporting season. As a 
member of the Dean’s List 
and a 2-year captain for the 
soccer team, she was also 
awarded the Coach’s Award 

and X-Factor Award for the 
2016-17 basketball season. 
In addition to the awards, 
Miller set 2 school records. 
The first was number of 
3-pointers made in a basket-
ball game, her record setting 
number being 7. Following 
that up, she also set the re-
cord for number of 3-point-
ers made in a season, which 
was 53. For her graceful and 
meticulous academic and 
athletic presence at Kalam-
azoo College, she was one 
of the recipients of the 2017 
Senior Leadership Award.

Sports coverage at The 
Index will continue to look 
for shooting stars like Mill-
er and congratulate her on a 
college career well done.

Suzanne Miller ‘17: Student and 3-Season Athlete 
Miller ’17 talks about 
what it takes to be a 

3-season student athlete

JANELLE GRANT
co-editor-in-chief

 [Photos courtesy of Suzanne Miller]
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Film Club Premieres at K

When first-year students 
Gabe Stanley and Con Currall 
arrived at K only nine months 
ago, the college boasted 
of over seventy registered 
organizations for students to 
join and become active in. 
They found it curious, then, 
that among those seventy 
student organizations, not one 
was devoted to the study of 

First-year students found 
the Kalamazoo College 

Film Club

film. Thus, the two decided to 
form one of their own.

 “[It] started mostly 
out of a surprise that there 
wasn’t [a film club] on 
campus that had been made 
already. There are a fair 
amount of people that enjoy 
watching films for more than 
entertainment value, who want 
to analyze what they just saw, 
and it made sense to create 
a platform for that kind of 
discussion,” said Stanley.

 What resulted was 
the Kalamazoo College Film 
Club, the main goal of which 

ADDIE DANCER
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Stanley describes as “forming 
a collective of people seeking 
to analyze and discuss movies 
in all manners, from things 
like cinematography and 
scriptwriting to addressing 
the questions left unanswered 
by the end of a film.” He adds 
that “we also wish to apply 
the study of techniques used 
in filmmaking learned from 
analysis to create a film of our 
own within the Kalamazoo 
community.”

 Meetings are once 
a week and last a few hours, 
consisting of an introduction 

to that evening’s film, a 
screening, and a discussion 
to follow. Though films to 
be shown and discussed are 
typically chosen by one or 
both of the club founders, 
Stanley insists that the 
suggestions of new members 
are always considered and 
put to a vote. He goes on to 
specify that “we want to show 
movies that can be read into 
by questioning of concepts 
within, the purpose behind 
camera work, exceptional 
scriptwriting, or any other 
number of factors that allow 

a film to be more deeply 
analyzed.” Appropriately, the 
club’s very first screening 
was of Mike Nichol’s 1967 
comedy-drama The Graduate.

As one of the newer student 
organizations on campus, 
much about the Kalamazoo 
College Film Club is still 
in the works. Leadership 
structure, for instance, is not 
set in stone, but the founding 
members of the club seem to 
prefer it that way. Instead, the 
focus has been more on what 
the club can do, rather than 
who will be the one to lead it.

 “While the club 
continues forming, leadership 
mainly consists of basic club 
construction and structural 
development within the club 
as well as presentation of 
films and the facilitation of 
discussion,” Stanley said.

The Kalamazoo College 
Film Club is open to all 
students, no matter their 
background in film study. 
Meetings are held in Bissell 
Theater every Thursday at 
7:30PM, and anyone interested 
is strongly encouraged to 
attend.

The misplaced trust of the public has them following the 
voice of the shepherd leading them to the pen (photo 

courtesy of The Daily Mail UK)

The Growing State of Shrinking Reliability

Giving as much of a re-
flection of one’s self when 
turned off as when the 
screen emanates white light, 
perhaps it brings more com-
fort to remain in the dark 
screen of one’s phone, away 
from instant access to in-
formational fountains over-
flowing. Within the four 
sides of the electric window, 
there is the ability to peer 
into the rapidly declining 
state of internet credibility, 
displaying the rising trend 
of what is aptly called fake 
news.

What happens when 
media illiteracy runs 

rampant on social 
networks

 What once was the 
simple act of striving to cre-
ate eye-catching headlines 
to entice the masses to read 
on has now expanded into a 
collection of sponsored sto-
ries to promote products or 
push agendas. It has become 
a weed whose roots have 
taken hold of each person 
with access to a media out-
let, most susceptibly, the 
various platforms of social 
media. 

Where one can see with-
in the span of three swipes 
a cooking instruction guide, 
an article about the growing 
tension on capitol hill, and 
a video of a golden retriev-
er saving a cat from a riv-
er, there is ample room for 
deception. Unfortunately, 
the amount of thought that 
goes into reading the in-

formation presented on the 
various forms of social me-
dia often seems to be quite 
low, breathing truth into the 
many shared posts which 
are, for all purposes, false.

This illustrates the im-
portance of media literacy, 
which is the understanding 
of media as it is presented, 
identifying the complexities, 
and determining the trust-
worthiness of a particular 
piece. This is a skill which 
is lacking in many users of 
sites that take advantage of 
human sharing and repost-
ing to spread information. 
That is not to say that the 
sharing of ideas is inherent-
ly malignant, rather that the 
state of the public forum has 
become more advanced in 
the ways that disinforma-
tion may impact those who 

do nothing to prevent their 
susceptibility.

A study done by the Me-
dia Insight Project in collab-
oration with the American 
Press Institute and The Asso-
ciated Press-NORC Center 
for Public Affairs Research 
shows that “people who 
see an article from a trust-
ed sharer but written by an 
unknown source have much 
more trust in the informa-
tion than people who see 
the same information from 
a reputable media source 
shared by a non-trusted per-
son.” This finding, evidenc-
ing the dwindling impor-
tance placed on the origin 
of information in favor of a 
formed trust in the one who 
shares it, is genuinely fright-
ening. 

A failure to hierarchize 
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the validity of information 
received on a massive scale 
is creating a world influ-
enced so heavily by the me-
dia, one in which the truth is 
becoming ambiguous. Ideas 
are branching off and there 
is dissemination of false in-

formation that continues to 
squeeze the misinformed 
into the smallest recesses of 
unguarded naivety. 
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How do you win an ar-
gument? Straightforward 
enough of a question, right? 
However, in a world where 
opinions are rarely altered 
by facts, how do you change 
a person’s opinion? Gener-
ally speaking, humans are 

emotional beings first and 
rational beings second. We 
are fully capable of making 
decisions completely based 
on reason. However, ratio-
nale ultimately plays sec-
ond fiddle to emotion the 
more invested we become in 
something. 

Take, for an example, 
proponents of the anti-vac-
cine movement. Despite 
incontrovertible evidence, 
they still believe that a little 
needle will give their child 

autism. The average human 
being has never rolled out of 
bed and thought, “I am pur-
posefully going to be factu-
ally inaccurate today.” Each 
person has their own indi-
vidual truths; or things that 
they genuinely believe to be 
true. In my experience, the 
moment you deny another 
person’s individual truth(s) 
is the moment your chance 
of changing that person’s 
opinion goes out the win-
dow. 

Everything you need to 
know to sound like the 
smartest person in the 

room
ROBERT MANOR 

staff writer

How do you win an argument?
Very few people respond 

constructively to being told 
their opinion is wrong. In-
deed, the average person 
becomes defensive (in some 
cases even hostile) when 
what they believe to be true 
is challenged or denied. So 
how can you change a per-
son’s mind? The answer lies 
in the fact that most people 
hold beliefs that have a least 
a hint of truth to them. A 
person is profoundly more 
likely to have their mind 

changed if you simply tell 
them that they are partially 
correct but not fully. 

The key to changing a 
person’s opinion lies in the 
realization that it is impossi-
ble for anyone to be correct 
a hundred percent of the 
time. If you come into an ar-
gument holding your beliefs 
as gospel, your words will 
likely fall upon deaf ears. 
Just as it takes two to tango, 
it takes two open-minded 
people to have a meaningful 

debate. So go out there and 
argue with someone. Maybe 
you will get a new perspec-
tive.

Date Time Where

Sat, April 29   1:00 – 2:30 pm  HOBEN LOUNGE

Tues, May 2  4:15 – 5:45 pm HOBEN LOUNGE

Tues, May 2 7:30 – 9:00 pm HOBEN LOUNGE

Sat, May 6   1:00 – 2:30 pm  HOBEN LOUNGE

Wed, May 10     7:30 – 9:00 pm BANQUET ROOM (hicks)

Your input help president gonzalez create a 5 year 
plan for the future of the k college. 

Share Your opinions about the strengths & weaknesses of K college 
with the Strategic planning committee! 

contact info: 
strategic.planning@kzoo.edu
paige.Chung16@kzoo.edu
Emily.good14@kzoo.edu
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From left to right, Lily Tomlin, Jane Fonda, and Saru Jayaraman [Delaney Fordell / The Index]

Actresses and activists 
Jane Fonda and Lily Tomlin 
paid a visit to the Arcus 
Center for Social Justice 
Leadership recently to kick 
off their Michigan One Fair 
Wage tour with the Restau-
rant Opportunities Centers 
United. The event, which 
took place on Sept. 12, gath-

Actresses and activists 
accompanied the 
organization for 

conversations on tipped 
employees and the wage 

gap

ered an audience of about 
130 students, faculty, and 
community members. 

This was not ROC Unit-
ed’s first trip to Kalama-
zoo — after being chosen 
as the 2013 recipient of the 
Global Prize for Collabora-
tive Social Justice Leader-
ship, the organization chose 
to return to the Arcus Center.           
“It’s my hope that attendees 
learned about the history and 
impact of wage inequality, 
the path to change here in 
Michigan, as well as tangi-
ble ways to get involved and 
take action in the coming 
months,” ACSJL Center 
Manager Jax Gardner said. 

The event was split into 
three acts, opening with 
Tomlin performing a skit. 
“She acted as if she was 
an older waitress whose 
husband was working on 
disability, and she was the 
sole provider in the family,” 
attendee Hannah Berger ‘18 
said. The second segment 
delved into Fonda’s and 
Tomlin’s connection to ROC 
United, which stemmed from 
their time spent in Michigan. 
Tomlin shared her past ex-
perience as a server for a 
restaurant in Detroit, while 
Fonda explained that she 
had once dated a student 
who attended the Univer-

sity of Michigan.
The final act of the event 

featured Morgan Prentice 
from ROC United, who de-
scribed the financial condi-
tions for those in the tipped 
workers industry. Prentice 
emphasized the fact that it is 
legal to pay tipped workers 
a much lower hourly wage 
than most other kinds of 
workers because of the tips 
they accrue during their 
shift. ROC United seeks 
to change this, claiming that 
it is unfair to women — es-
pecially single moms, who 
rely on the tips of customers 
to pay for their bills. Though 
businesses believe that 

the tip disparity will even 
them out to minimum wage 
numbers on their check,  
Prentice argues this is rarely 
the case. 

Having celebrities like 
Fonda and Tomlin come to 
campus certainly sparked 
interest in the community, 
with free tickets running out 
quickly. “It was really cool 
to see Kalamazoo and the 
Arcus Center getting atten-
tion … and such big names 
[coming] here, because the 
Arcus Center is such a new 
institution,” Berger said.

ROC United’s latest 
goals include a measure 
on next year’s midterm 

ballot that would increase 
the minimum wage for all, 
including tipped workers. 
Fonda, Tomlin, and Pren-
tice all stressed that both 
donations and canvassing 
volunteers are needed to 
more effectively spread the 
message. Anyone interest-
ed in joining the One Fair 
Wage movement is encour-
aged to visit the organi-
zation’s official website,                          
rocunited.org, or the Kalam-
azoo College Arcus Center 
for Social Justice Leader-
ship for more information.

Jane Fonda, LiLy TomLin,  

KaLamazoo CoLLege

ALICIA MADGWICK
contributor

and RoC UniTed VisiT

Courtesy of One Fair Wage coalition Courtesy of Restaurant Opportunities Centers (ROC) United
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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Office will be relocated 
in early October, getting 
its own building for the 

first time.

oFFiCe oF admission PRePaRes FoR Big moVe

SHARMEEN CHAUHDRY
staff writer

As of right now, prospec-
tive students begin their 
visits to Kalamazoo College 
in the front office of Man-
delle Hall, the college’s ad-
ministrative building and 
site of the Office of Admis-
sion. Soon, however, Admis-
sion will find a new home 
in a renovated building all 
its own — the former Hall 
House Bed and Breakfast on 
Thompson Street and West 
Main. The department hopes 
that the move will provide 
a more personalized expe-
rience for prospective stu-
dents, and give the Office of 
Admission more freedom to 
make the welcome process 
as “Future Hornet-oriented” 

as possible. 
Although technically part 

of administrative services, 
Admission claims to have 
a different purpose here on 
campus. Alex Werder ‘15, 
an admission counselor, ex-
plains that — unlike most of 
the offices in Mandelle —
he and his colleagues serve 
prospective students rather 
than those who are already 
on campus.

“We are excited to have a 
space that feels conscious-
ly designed for welcoming 
prospective students and 
their families,” Werder said. 
“It is cool to have that be 
their first experience of the 
college.”

And, indeed, the prospec-
tive student will be the focus 
of every aspect of the new 
building. The location is 
meant to promote the college 

in a way it has not been in 
the past — it is thought that 
West Main Street’s heavy 
flow of traffic will make it 
less likely for Kalamazoo 
College, famously tucked 
away on Academy Street, 
to be overlooked by drivers. 
The new building will also 
include new signage to 
serve as a more inviting en-
trance to the college, which, 
Werder believes, will func-
tion as the campus’s “front 
door.”

With a building all their 
own, Admission staff will be 
able to work more collabo-
ratively. The new building 
will have separate spaces 
for prospective students to 
meet with counselors and 
attend information sessions 
and other aspects of campus 
visits. 

Renovations include a 

new parking lot for guests 
interested in touring the 
campus or meeting with 
Admission staff. Admis-
sion believes that creating 
a more convenient space for 
guests will not only benefit 
prospective families, but 
current students as well. It 
is hoped that, by moving 
all Admission traffic to its 
own lot, space will clear 
for student commuters, who 
have famously complained 
about limited parking avail-
ability — especially during 
Admission events like Visit 
the Zoo.

Leah Todd ‘20, a Day Host 
for the Office of Admission, 
feels that the new location 
will be a benefit to families, 
particularly in terms of its 
accessibility. “It might be 
annoying to have to walk 
farther to work, but it will 

be good to have an actual 
parking lot where prospec-
tive families can easily walk 
into the office,” she said.

The property, purchased 
by Kalamazoo College in the 
summer of 2016, was origi-
nally scheduled to open the 
following summer. The date 
was pushed back, however, 
when it was brought to the 
college’s attention that Hall 
House was considered a his-
torical building by the city of 
Kalamazoo and thus, limits 
on construction and reno-
vation had to be put into 
place. Even so, Kalamazoo 
College Facilities Manage-
ment is hoping to have the 
building up and running by 
mid-October, a few weeks 
later than its initial early 
October opening date. 

A renamed Security 
department signals 
change to come for 
Kalamazoo College

CamPUs seCURiTy BeComes “CamPUs saFeTy”

ADDIE DANCER
news editor

The start of the 2017-
2018 academic year seems 
to have offered an opportu-
nity for change for Campus 
Security here at Kalamazoo 
College, which recently took 
on a new title as “Campus 
Safety.” After a behind-the-
scenes campaign that lasted 
nearly six months, the name 
was officially changed just 
weeks before the college 
took in the annual influx 
of student athletes and Peer 
Leaders before the start of 
the fall academic term — 
which was set to welcome 
the biggest incoming first-
year class in college history.

In preparation for the re-
cord-setting class of 2021, 
Kalamazoo College tran-
sitioned from quintessen-
tial College Security to 
a Campus Safety depart-
ment, following the trend 
of other unarmed depart-
ments across the country. 
And although the distinc-
tion between these entities 
may initially seem trivial, 
Timothy Young, the Direc-
tor of Campus Safety at Ka-
lamazoo College and one of 
the leading minds behind 
the initiative, sees a great 
distinction in the implica-
tion of the department’s re-
naming.

“I believe ‘Campus 
Safety’ encompasses ev-
erything that ‘Campus Secu-
rity’ does and more,” Young 

New Campus Safety vehicle.
[Delaney Fordell/ The Index].

said. “Security, at times, can 
imply that all our officers 
do is lock and unlock doors. 
Rather, the intent of the 
name change was to reflect 
the new trajectory of the de-
partment, moving from just 
focusing on making sure the 
campus is secure to launch-
ing a more robust commu-
nity outreach-based concept 
where we work more closely 
with our community part-
ners, providing training to 
strengthen the campus com-
munity.”

In terms of tangible, 

visible results of this change, 
Young cites a new vehicle, 
“clearly marked in the theme 
of the college,” and new 
uniforms for officers in the 
coming weeks. While day-
to-day security functions, 
such as responses to calls 
from those on campus, will 
not change, the department 
plans to “take more of an 
active role in reaching out 
to the community to ensure 
their non-security related 
issues are being met.” There 
will be an increase in offi-
cer-led training program-

ming, the goal of which is 
to “ensure [that] the train-
ing capacity of the current 
staff grows and, as new of-
ficers are hired, their ability 
to make public presenta-
tions is taken into consid-
eration before they become 
members of the staff.” 

With this change, Young 
believes that, in time, “more 
services will become avail-
able for students, faculty, 
and staff.” Such services 
have thus far included 
efforts to make the depart-
ment more user-friendly, an 

example of which being the 
new digital photo submis-
sion process for first-year 
students. Young reports that 
192 first-year students took 
advantage of this service, 
reducing “the wait time to 
have a picture taken during 
orientation to minutes com-
pared to waiting in long 
lines for up to half an hour 
in the past.”

“This is just one example, 
with more to come,” Young 
said. “We are very excited 
about the name change … 
and what the future has in 

KEVIN MCCARTY
contributor

Office of Admissions finds a new home on Thompson St. [ Sharmeen Chauhdry/ The Index].

store for the department and 
college as a whole.” All told, 
it is thought that the change 
in name will reflect the tra-
jectory in which the depart-
ment is headed, reflecting 
the values and mission of 
Kalamazoo College. Young 
hopes that the campus com-
munity will “embrace the 
name change,” and “make 
Campus Safety a part of their 
daily vocabulary when re-
ferring to our department.”

Office of admissions finds new home across from Dow [ Sharmeen Chauhdry/ The Index].
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K Fest Draws a Major Crowd

A bustle between booths is 
punctuated with the muddled 
sentences of hundreds of 
people speaking at once — 
a symphony that emphasizes 
dissonance and dissociation 
to all before approaching 
a singular booth for an 
intelligible message. The 
humidity clings to the ninety-
degree air as shirts cling to the 
bodies of all those spending 
their time under the beating 
sun. 

Hours earlier the Office of 
Student involvement began 
arranging tables on the lower 
quad in the formation of a K, 
making sure to have space 
for every organization that 
registered for the event. 
Orange colors adorn the green 
space, slowly melting away 
as clubs check in and begin to 
set up their own booth. Before 
the event starts, conversation 
between the participating 
members of the various 
student organizations ask 
questions about respective 
groups.

A calm comes over the 
air — it’s an interesting 
point in the event where the 
experienced members of the 
groups interact, whether it 
be leaders or representatives, 
before turning the focus to 
those who may not be as well 
acquainted with the clubs they 
are in. The time for the event 

Heat wave could not stop 
student organizations

arrives and bodies begin to 
pack between the tables.

The tables thrive with 
students packing in trying to 
listen to explanations of on 
campus organizations while 
music is played from various 
booths. Local vendors serve 
ice cream out of a trailer 
hitched to a bicycle to cool 
down those attending and 
hosting while Kalamazoo 
College dining provides 
sandwiches. It’s an event that 
brings together old and new 
students alike, all seeking to 
explore both the people and 
clubs on campus.

Split into rows, the many 
student organizations of 
Kalamazoo College are 
lined up to await the slow 

GABE STANLEY
opinions editor

approach of an interested 
student, breaths held before 
beginning to pitch the idea of 
the club. Across the booths, 
curious students peruse the 
tables, window shopping 
before asking the student 
organization representatives 
about more information.

There are spectacles 
on display throughout the 
entirety of the event. Cirque 
du K demonstrates aspects 
of their performance with 
juggling and acrobatics and 
a performance of drums and 
dancers disguised as a dragon 
draws attention to the unique 
opportunities for many niches 
of students at Kalamazoo.

At the end of the three 
hours, sign-up sheets are filled 

First-Year Profile: Adjusting to Life at K

Trowbridge resident 
Melany Alicea, a first-year 
from Chicago, is adjusting 
well to life at Kalamazoo 
College. “Everyone is really 
chill and really nice,” Alicea 
said in reflection on her first 
two weeks. “It has been really 
easy to make friends because 
everyone is down to talk to 
you.” 

Alicea credits some of 
her smooth adjustment to 
college to her First-Year 
Seminar, a graduation 
requirement that serves as 
students’ introduction to 
college academics. She chose 
Banned: Censorship & the 

Art of Politics with Professor 
Patrick Kinne, a class that 
focuses on defining art and 
its expectations, controversial 
art, and challenged personal 
values.

Her other classes include a 
digital photography class and 
Introduction to Society and 
Culture, the first course in the 
anthropology and sociology 
sequence. The latter has been 
particularly interesting to 
Alicea, and she is considering 
a major in the department. 
Despite this interest, Alicea 
wants to weigh her options 
before deciding on a major. 

Alicea is appreciative of the 
environment that professors 
create — she feels comfortable 
enough to go to office hours. 
“Here, it’s like they are 
inviting you to get a better 
grip on what you’re learning, 
but also to get to know the 
teacher,” she said.  

She says that one of 

A first-year’s 
introduction to the 

college life

KIMBERLY ZUNIGA
contributor

out with names of potential 
members and those who 
walked around have become 
more familiar with the kinds 
of offerings that Kalamazoo 
has in the way of student 
organizations. Representatives 
pack up their booth and head 
home to send out mass emails 
and prepare for new members 
in the clubs and everyone 
leaves ready to find the nearest 
location with air conditioning.

Melany Alicea is adjusting well to life at K and is not feeling 
too homesick. [Photo submitted by Melany Alicea] 

Spring Study Abroad Applications Available

Fifty-two percent of the 
junior class is abroad this 
fall for long- or extended-
term study abroad programs. 
But for students who are still 
searching for an off-campus 
experience, short-term study 
abroad programs, which last 
only one quarter, are an option. 
Applications for spring 2018 
programs opened recently, 
and are due Thursday, Nov. 
2. Both current sophomores 
and juniors can go on short-
term spring programs abroad.

These programs offer 
a particular draw to those 
who do not want to take two 
quarters away from campus 
due to engagements like 
athletics and civic engagement 
activities, as well as anyone 
interested in the specific focus 
of a particular program. “This 

Five spring short-term 
programs offer unique 

opportunities for 
students.

is a good opportunity to leave 
for just one quarter,” Center 
for International Programs 
Assistant Bridget O’Toole 
said. 

This year, there are 
five spring programs — 
Trinidad, Costa Rica, Madrid, 
Strasbourg and Bonn. Each 
program has a different 
focus. Trinidad’s program 
explores the intersection of 
gender and social and political 
development in the Caribbean. 
Classes offered include ones 
on development, masculinities 
and social media. This 
program is geared towards 
majors such as women, 
gender and sexuality, and 
anthropology-sociology, and 
the class credits will transfer 
back to these departments 
at K. 

Another program offered is 
Costa Rica, which is geared 
towards those interested in 
the social sciences and Latin 
American studies. It is a good 
fit for athletes, who can join 
local sports clubs such as 
volleyball, golf, basketball 
and swimming, to keep up 

MARYCLARE COLOMBO 
features editor

with their athletic training. 
The program is also good for 
students who want to practice 
their Spanish. 

There are three programs 
in Europe that are intensive 
language programs, and 
are great opportunities for 

language students interested in 
working on their fluency. The 
program in Madrid, Spain, is 
unique for giving students the 
opportunity to take intensive 
Spanish language classes, live 
in a big city, and engage in 
Spanish culture in daily life.

Like Madrid, the Bonn, 
Germany program is an 
intensive language program 
for those seeking experience 
with the German language. 
Strasbourg, France follows 
a similar model, and with 
the perk of being located in a 
major European hub, it offers 
an emphasis on European 
studies. This focus is meant 
to introduce students to social, 
political, and economic 
structures of the European 
Union.

“Real ly  take  tha t 
opportunity to immerse 
yourself and take advantage of 
all the opportunities available 
to you while you’re abroad,” 
O’Toole advises students. 
“Since it is a shorter amount 
of time, there is an adjustment 
period for sure, but I would 
say, try to work through it 

and really go for it in terms 
of your classes, the language 
immersion and meeting folks 
in the city you’re living in. If 
you have a host family, really 
spend time with them, and just 
soaking it all in.”

Students seeking more 
information can look to the 
Center for International 
Programs (CIP) for help. The 
CIP holds open office hours 
Tuesday through Thursday 
from 2-4:30 p.m. every week, 
where students can walk in and 
talk to staff or three senior peer 
advisors to get answers about 
the programs, or to get help 
with their application. The CIP 
is also holding two First Year 
Forums this quarter, in 5th and 
9th Weeks, where first-years 
will be able to learn more 
about study abroad. There is a 
study abroad fair in 7th Week, 
and a sophomore meeting in 
4th Week, where students can 
also learn more and be walked 
through the steps of applying 
for study abroad.

MARYCLARE COLOMBO
features editor

This spring, sophomores and juniors have five options for 
going abroad for just one quarter.
[MaryClare Colombo / the Index]

Students enjoyed give-aways, food, and entertainment on 
the quad. [Emily Wittman / Index]

her passions is capturing 
a moment and making it 
last. She’s passionate about 
singing, as it is an activity she 
has done since her sophomore 
year in high school. She is 
unsure, though, whether she 
will continue singing at K. 

Alicea says she likes the 
community that Kalamazoo 
College offers and is 
looking forward to student 
organizations that she can join, 
such as the Latinx Student 
Organization. “It seems 
really fun, because they are 
genuinely trying to create a 
safe space for the people who 
are interested in the culture 
and are a part of it,” she said.
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iBroke

The entirety of the 
Cracker Barrel menu, 250 
rolls of toilet paper, 235 
pumpkin spice lattes, nine 
days at Disney World, or one 
iPhone X. Pick one of these 
options, each will take you 
out a lofty $1000. 

With the recent release of 
the iPhone 8 and X people 
have started to question 
whether a cell phone is 
really worth the steep price. 
Can you  justify 113 hours 
of working at a minimum 
wage job for a iPhone? I 
think not. While the new 
specs of the phone seem en-
ticing, it’s hard to say that 
all the time it would take 
to make the money for the 
phone is worth it. The start-
ing price of the iPhone X, 
$999, gives you the 64-GB 
phone in your choice of 
either silver or “space grey” 
(which really is just black). 
To upgrade to more space, 
you jump all the way to 

256-GB of storage, and add 
on $150. If you want to add 
Applecare+ you’ve got to 
shell out another $200 on 
top of all this. The money 
just for the phone alone adds 
up very quickly. 

The price does come with 
new benefits. The iPhone 
X now includes a 5.8-inch 
“true tone, super retina” 
display that goes all the way 
to the edges of the phone. An 
all-glass and stainless steel 
design provides dust and 
water resistance, although 
Applecare doesn’t provide 
protection against water 
damage and Apple recom-
mends to use caution around 
liquid exposure. New por-
trait mode camera settings 
allow for you to mess around 
with the camera to create 
images similar to what’s 
obtainable in a studio. The 
camera has also been im-
proved to process 4K res-
olution recording up to 60 
frames per second. One of 
the biggest changes though 
is the new face ID instead of 
touch ID, and the removal 
of a home button on the 
new phone. Honestly, this 
just seems a little weird, 
and will be a big differ-

ence for people to get used 
to not having the button 
there. The facial recognition 
seems a little odd, too. With 
how different people say I 
look from day to day, what 
happens if you’re sick and 
without makeup but your 
phone has your “full face 
of makeup” face plugged 
in? Is the technology smart 
enough to recognize you if 
other people can’t?

Now don’t get me wrong, I 
enjoy Apple products. Being 
an owner of an iPhone 7, 
along with a MacBook, I 
understand the appeal of the 
new iPhone and the desire 
to try out all the new addi-
tions. However, it is incred-
ibly hard to justify spend-
ing over a thousand dollars 
on a single phone. At this 
point, Apple has come up 
with payment plans to make 
it easier for people to pay for 
their phones. You shouldn’t 
need to take out a loan to 
buy something that is so nec-
essary for life these days. 
With Applecare+ and tax, 
the total price of the iPhone 
X comes out to $1,270. If 
you think that price is worth 
it, be my guest.

CLAIRE WARD 
contributor

New iPhone prices 
lead to questioning if 

the phone is worth the 
money

Interested in student elections?

Candidacy statements for the Student Funding Board and the Kalamazoo College Council of Student 
Representatives are now due on Friday, September 29th. 

The application form can be accessed at campus.kzoo.edu/stuvote/applications
For more information, contact Brian Dietz in Student Development.

I was initially floored by 
the price of the new iPhone 
X, coming in at a whopping 
$999, but when you think 
about Apple’s history of new 
models and extreme prices, 
it’s something that should 
have been expected. Every 
September the launch of a 
newer, better, more expen-
sive iPhone sends people 
into a frenzy. This year is 
no different -- it just comes 
with a bigger price tag with 
even bigger changes. We 
should expect that a phone 
that generates this much 
buzz and comes with this 
many tech advances would 
come at a high cost.  

    Upon a closer look into 
the product and Apple’s an-
nouncement, I found the 
features it boasts to be well 
worthwhile. The whole front 

face of the phone is a screen, 
a 5.8 in. “Super Retina” 
display, with the sharpest 
colors and contrast to date. 
The front facing camera 
holds the phone’s most im-
pressive new feature, Face 
ID. The Face ID unlocks 
your phone when it rec-
ognizes your face looking 
directly at it. It also has 
the most durable glass in 
a smartphone, and is water 
resistant. The newly de-
signed cameras are the best 
yet, and have features with 
lighting and sensors that 
rival those you could find 
in a real studio. The A11 
bionic chip found in this 
phone is the most powerful 
chip ever in a smartphone, 
capable of 600 billion op-
erations per second. 

All this aside, if we are 
being frank, if you invest in 
any model of the iPhone, you 
are not making the choice 
solely on practicality. There 
are more phones that are 
more practical with much 

lower price tags, yet you 
choose an iPhone for its 
popularity, its features and 
its new technology. Your 
phone is something you have 
with you most of the time 
that you use for everything 
throughout the day. I see it as 
a similar concept to buying 
a car. Both your phone and 
your car are things you 
choose to invest in, and 
decide whether you want 
the basics or luxury, more 
comfort or convenience. 
You could very easily get 
by with any car that func-
tions well, but you choose 
the one that offers you the 
most in your price range. 

Bottom line, the new 
iPhone X is not necessary, 
but it is worth the price if 
you are willing to pay it. 
You choose if your budget 
allows for it, you choose 
how much you invest in a 
phone, but it is a purchase 
you won’t regret and will 
make great use out of.

iAm Glad I Bought It?
A new iPhone model and 

high price has sparked 
debate over its worth.

EMMA THEISS
contributor

The iPhone X (Photo courtesy of Apple).The iPhone 8 (Photo courtesy of Apple).
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On Friday night, K 
students assembled in 
Dewing 103 for a 9:30 p.m. 
showing of the popular 
2017 action-comedy “Baby 
Driver.” The showing was 
the second of many weekly 
Zoo Flicks that the Office 
of Student Involvement 
(OSI) has scheduled for 
the year. Zoo Flicks are 
held in Dewing 103 every 
Friday night, featuring 
complimentary popcorn and 
soda. 
 The crowd continued to 
settle in until 9:35 p.m., 
and for a while it appeared 
that the film would start 
shortly after. But by 9:40 
p.m., it was apparent that 
the film would be delayed 
due to technical difficulties. 
Though two helpful 
students volunteered to 
boost morale by leading 
the moviegoers in a peppy 
chant – “I’m alive, awake, 
alert, enthusiastic” – by 
10:00 p.m. some students 
were already walking out. 
The issue was finally fixed 
at 10:06 p.m. 
 “Baby Driver” dabbles 
in the best of the action, 
heist and comedy genres, 
all the while containing 
hints of what could only 
be described as a musical. 
The film’s unique jumble 
of genres make for a novel 
viewing – one with enough 
clever details and quirks to 
warrant a rewatch. 
 Though the “one last 
job” formula that the film 
follows is hard to keep 
fresh, director Edgar Wright 

rose to the task and kept 
the pace unpredictable 
with adventurous and 
stylized cinematography. 
The magic at the heart of 
“Baby Driver,” however, 
is the superbly selected 

The late start was 
worth the wait: “Baby 
Driver” entertains with 
novel style and humor.

cavan bonner
contributor

“Baby Driver” Provides a Comedic and Heartfelt Ending to Week Two

soundtrack that matches 
up with the frames in 
surprising and entertaining 
ways. Though the film is 
still littered with plenty 
cardboard catchphrases 
and plot holes, I found it 

hard to be cynical with 
such a joyful and refreshing 
soundtrack guiding me 
through the story. 
 The film does have some 
worthy substance to offer, 
in addition to its delicious 

feast of style. Baby, played 
by Ansel Elgort, is a 
fascinating and charming 
protagonist who has many 
quirks — like remixing past 
conversations to hip-hop 
beats — that make him easy 

to engage with and root for. 
He is a music lover who 
is constantly shielded by 
signature sunglasses and 
earbuds, simultaneously 
at home and out of place 
in the world of crime he is 
trying to escape. 
 Baby is given an all-star 
cast of villains, played 
by Kevin Spacey, Jamie 
Foxx, and Jon Hamm, who 
are fairly entertaining, 
but the film is most 
convincingly anchored 
by the love story between 
Baby and fellow music 
lover Debora, played by 
Lily James. Watching their 
simplistic yet compelling 
relationship unfold 
nicely complemented the 
otherwise breakneck pace 
of the film. 
 If you happened to miss 
this showing, catching 
“Baby Driver” online is 
well worth it. Though you 
won’t experience the lively 
crowd participation on 
the part of K students or 
the free popcorn, the fresh 
blend of action, comedy 
and music make “Baby 
Driver” a must-see.

After students braved the 90-degree heat for K Fest earlier in the day, Zoo Flicks  was moved indoors.  (Andres Delgado / The Index)

Are you interested in writing, photography, videography, 
podcasting, web design, or layout?

Join us at our weekly meetings on Mondays at 4:15 p.m. in 
the Index Office (Hicks 116) or email us at index@kzoo.edu. 
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New Varsity Weight Room Opens

A newly renovated weight 
room in Anderson Athletic 
Center will soon be open 
to varsity student-athletes. 
With the completion of 
the Fitness and Wellness 
center in the fall of 2016 
serving the larger campus 
community, the previous 
gym and weight room 
remained open to athletes. 
The renovations attempt to 
further meet the needs of 
Kalamazoo College’s sports 
teams. 

Walking into the weight 
room you are met with a wall-
to-wall black and orange 
color scheme, complemented 
by the gleaming silver, 
as of yet unscratched 
by use, equipment. The 
improvements include a 
turf strip in the hallway 
outside the weight room, 
new weight racks, a new 
dumbbell set, and new 
platforms among a number 
of other upgrades. All of 
the glossy new additions 
are branded with the bold 
Kalamazoo College “K”. 

When speaking on 

the decision to refurbish 
the weight room, newly 
appointed Head Swimming 
and Diving Coach Jay 
Daniels ‘13 said, “All the 
coaches recognized that 
a new weight room was a 
necessity for our varsity 
sports.” 

“The goal of renovating 
the Anderson weight room 
was to create space for a 

large group strength and 
conditioning,” said Ryan 
McElwain, who has served 
as an assistant football coach 
at K since 2009. Speaking 
on what the weight room 
meant for student athletes 
Coach McElwain stated, 
“The new facility has also 
allowed for the addition of 
some specialized equipment 
for athletics and injury 

prevention that might be 
overlooked in a general 
fitness facility.”

 “The new weight room 
shows an investment in us 
as athletes,” said swimmer 
Scott Roberts ‘19. “It’s great 
to have a top of the line place 
that every sport can use.”

Matthew Ryder ‘18, who 
is participating in his fourth 
year on the football team, 

echoed these sentiments: “I 
cannot be more thankful to 
the athletic department for 
putting this all together. We 
truly needed it since our 
athletes make up a large 
portion of the student body.”

“As a senior I am jealous 
of the underclassmen,” 
Ryder said. “It [the weight 
room] will help create a 
more winning culture for 

MADELINE WOODS
sports editor

Student athletes and 
coaches react to the 

renovations to Ander-
son’s varsity weight 

room.

our teams and our coaches 
will teach us more discipline 
by treating the weight room 
nicely by putting the weights 
and everything in the proper 
place.”

The weight room is 
currently open for team use 
and will be open to student-
athletes for individual use 
early in the quarter. 

Wednesday, Sept. 19 
proved a good day for 
the Hornets. Starting with 
possession, the Hornets 
had 10 shots and six corner 
kicks by the end of the first 
half. Score was still tied 
0-0. The second half started 
with zero shots on goal for 
Alma. With 20:53 left in 
the game, Kalamazoo’s Tim 
Jeske (25) scored on Alma’s 
Garrison Maske (0), putting 
the Hornets up 1-0. The 
game ended at the score 
1-0 with a total of 19 shots, 
seven shots on goal, and 
eight corner kicks for the 
Hornets. The Scotts had only 
six shots, with no corners. 
As of Sept.19, we are 1-2 
in conference play.

Soccer and Volleyball Recaps
CLAIRE WARD 
contributer

Friday, Sept. 22: The 
Hornets had a rough first two 
sets against Hope College. 
Falling 13-25 in the first, and 
14-25 in the second, Hope 
proved a tough component 
for Kalamazoo. For the two 
sets, the Dutchmen had an 
overall hitting percentage of 
.393 and .303, respectively. 
The Hornets never got past 
.1, with hitting percentages 
of .030 and .062. A change 
was seen at the start of the 
third set, as the Hornets kept 
up with Hope. As hitting 
percentage spiked to .304, 
Kalamazoo was able to gain 
21 points, but ultimately 
lost the third set 21-25. As 
of Sept. 22, we are 0-6 in 
conference play.

Daniel Qin ‘21 (15) steps to block an Alma player while carrying the ball up the 
field.  (Claire Ward / The Index)

Matt Benedettini ‘20 rushes towards an opponent while travelling back on 
defense.  (Claire Ward / The Index)

Rachel Girard ‘19 jumps up to volley the ball over to Hope during the 
third set.  (Claire Ward / The Index)

Shelby Suseland ‘19, Rachel Girard ‘19, and Kaiya 
Herman-Hilker ‘19 celebrate after scoring a point.  
(Claire Ward / The Index)

The new weight room 
will be available to varisty 
athletes.
(Madeline Woods / The 
Index)

Soccer Volleyball

Kalamazoo offense closes opposing goal before their first goal of the game.  (Emma Theiss / The Index)Libby Munoz ‘20 steals the ball. (Emma Theiss / The Index) 
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A first-year adjusts to 
college while her family 
is devastated in Puerto 

Rico

Humans of K: Petra rodriguez

EMMA THEISS
contributor

Petra Rodriguez ‘21, 
a first-year student from 
Puerto Rico, has only been 
able to contact her family 
twice since Hurricane Irma 
devastated her island. On 
top of the average fresh-
man student’s struggle to 
adjust to life at college in 
a new place, she has had 
to grapple with being sep-
arated from her family in 
their biggest time of need 
and a significant cultural 
transition.

Being so far away and 
knowing your family is in 
a crisis is a nearly impos-
sible situation that many 
cannot imagine. “It’s really 
devastating. You are some-
where else, you feel useless 
because you can’t do any-
thing,” Rodriguez said. 
“You wish you were there, 
no matter how bad it is.” She 
reports struggling with the 
fact that she is here with the 
privilege of safety, food and 
water, while her family is 
left rationing a small supply 
of water for days at a time, 
with supermarkets com-
pletely empty of food.

While she desperately 

wants to go home and be 
with them, another part 
of her knows that the 
home she grew up in is 
no longer the same, and it 
never will be. Her bedroom 
was flooded, ruining any 
possessions she did not 
bring to school with her. 
Her neighborhood will 
be completely different, 
many of her neighbors’ 
homes now completely 
unlivable, forcing them to 
start over — most likely 
somewhere else.

One might expect her 
to be furious — angry at 
the United States govern-
ment for not stepping up, 
for not paying the atten-
tion they should to mil-
lions of American citi-
zens in a crisis. However 
she doesn’t blame the 
US. “There isn’t a lot of 
knowledge of Puerto Rico, 
I don’t blame them. They 
don’t see how close we 
really are, it has a lot to do 
with the education on it. 
The president isn’t helping 
the situation either,” she 
said. 

She does, however, 
bring up her frustrations 
of how people miscon-
ceive Puerto Ricans here 
at K. She hates “how 
we’re labeled as a mi-
nority. People don’t treat 
us as actual American cit-
izens even though we are, 

just without the benefits of 
living in the states.”

Petra chose Kalamazoo 
College largely because 
of the financial aid she re-
ceived, which made at-
tending higher education 
achievable. The university 
in Puerto Rico is currently 
in crisis and cannot guar-
antee students the ability 
to graduate in four years. 
K also has a strong anthro-
pology program, which was 
high on her list of qualifi-
cations for a college.

Aside from the stress of 
Puerto Rico’s situation, 
Petra’s transition to K has 
been a largely positive one. 
“The community is very ac-
cepting, and clubs like the 
LatinX Student Organiza-
tion have really helped me,” 
she said. Nonetheless, it is 
a different culture and envi-
ronment that will take some 
adjustment.

The destruction of a little 
island by a hurricane can 
seem far away — some-
times like it does not affect 
us. But the tragedy has its 
reach all over, and Rodri-
guez’s story goes to show 
that students on Kalamazoo 
College’s campus have been 
directly affected.

Community reflection on 
homesickness stresses the 
importance of dialogue

maKing a Home at K

ADDIE DANCER
news editor

As students, faculty, and 
staff at Kalamazoo College 
concluded the first three 
weeks of the 2017-2018 ac-
ademic year, Friday’s com-
munity reflection centered 
around understanding and 
dealing with homesickness 
— an especially pertinent 
subject, perhaps, consider-
ing the recent enrollment of 
one of the largest first-year 
classes in college history.

“Homesickness is not 
about home — it’s about 
missing what’s normal and 
comfortable,” said Elizabeth 
Candido, College Chap-
lain and Director of Re-
ligious and Spiritual Life 
at K, in her opening state-
ments. “At its core, home-
sickness is about the un-
familiar … and if you’ve 
tried something unfamil-
iar, you’ve been homesick.”

    To demonstrate the 
universality of the expe-
rience, five students from 
different years and different 
walks of life spoke on their 
struggles with homesickness 
since coming to K. The first 
was Iffat Chowdhurdy ‘16, 
a native of Los Angeles, 
who described missing her 
family during her first year 
away from home.

    “They were the first 
thing I thought of when I 

woke up in the morning 
and the last before going 
to bed,” Chowdhurdy said. 
“I thought I was mentally 
ready [to leave home], but 
homesickness hits you like 
the hiccups — it’s unexpect-
ed, and you’re never really 
sure when it’ll go away.”

Fellow sophomore Ranya 
Perez shared a similar ex-
perience, recounting how 
she would often be found 
crying on campus out of 
homesickness. Likewise, 
Kaspar Hudak ‘15, who 
believed all his life that 
“home is where your mom 
is,” described “retreating” 
to his childhood home after 
classes to the familiar com-
forts of his dog and his com-
puter games during his first 
year at Kalamazoo College. 
Hudak admits, like most ev-
eryone he shared the stage 
with that morning, to crying 
spells brought on by loneli-
ness in the past — but now, 
he claims, he cries upon 
having to leave campus at 
the end of the school year, 
at the prospect of homesick-
ness for the place he once 
needed to “retreat” from.

    “My current home is 
Kalamazoo,” he said.

    Similarly, Sarafina Mil-
ianti ‘14 recounting “crying 
with my host mom” upon 
having to return to the 
United States after studying 
in Caceres, Spain, despite 
a rocky start to her time 
abroad brought on by home-
sickness. But by throwing 
herself into life in a foreign 

country, including “trying 
new foods” and “dancing in 
the streets with Spaniards,” 
she was able to ward off her 
longing to return home and 
find a way to be happy right 
where she was.

“Now, I’m kind of home-
sick for Spain,” she admits.

One of the highlights of 
the reflection was Mansi 
Dahal ’16, a native of Nepal, 
who read an original poem 
entitled “End Notes on 
Homesickness.” The poem, 
describing moments of nos-
talgia and isolation Dahal 
felt as a first-year inter-
national student, seemed 
to serve as an example of 
creating something out of 
her homesickness. Now, a 
year later, Dahal has come 
to terms with her homesick-
ness, even as she has become 
well-adjusted to life at K.

“I believe I’m always 
homesick,” she admits, re-
counting her frustration 
during holidays in Nepal, 
thinking of the celebra-
tion going on in her home 
country as she is “running 
to and from classes” many 
thousands of miles away. 
Even so, Dahal keeps it all in 
perspective, and urges those 
struggling with homesick-
ness to do the same.

     “Just because you miss 
home doesn’t mean you 
can’t find another,” she said. 

Mansi Dahal reads “End Notes on Homesickness” during Friday’s community reflection [Addie Dancer/The Index]

Petra Rodriguez, Kalamazoo College first-year

student elections: unveiling Your 2017 candidates
Prospective Student 
Leaders and their 

Candidacy Statements 
KEVIN MCCARTY

layout editor

Coming upon fourth week 
of Fall Quarter, two student 
bodies — The Kalamazoo 
College Council of Student 
Representatives (KCCSR) 
and the Student Funding 

Board (SFB) — are gearing 
up for the 2017-2018 aca-
demic year by holding their 
annual elections for student 
representatives. Having ac-
cepted applications through-
out weeks one and two of 
this term, KCCSR and the 
SFB have now released the 
names of the candidates for 
this year’s election cycle, 
with election day scheduled 
for Thursday, Oct. 5. This 

week, prospective leaders 
will be eagerly campaigning 
for one of only a few seats 
available within these two 
groups, hoping to occupy 
crucial roles in determining 
student life at K. In an effort 
to get their names out to po-
tential voters, each candi-
date has provided The Index 
with a statement detailing 
their credentials and aims 
for the position. Without 

further ado, here are the of-
ficial statements from your 
2017 candidates!

 ELECTION on page 2
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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funding Board council of student 
rePresentatives candidates

KEVIN D. MCCARTY 
k ‘20

RIYA BHUYAN 
k ‘20

SHIVA R. SAH 
k ‘20

JORDAN D. SKIDMORE 
k ‘20

CASSANDRA CRIBBS 
k ‘18

QUENTIN N. BAUR
k ‘21

ANTHONY CONVERTINO 
k ‘18

IAN V. FRESHWATER
k ‘19

KATIE GUO
k ‘21

GEORGE-JOSEPH ASHER
k ‘20

KARINA PANTOJA
k ‘20

JULIA K. WOODS 
k ‘20

QUENTIN N. BAUR
k ‘21

AZRA AHMAD
k ‘18

KEVIN D. MCCARTY 
k ‘20

GABRIEL T. STANLEY
k ‘20

RIYA BHUYAN
k ‘20

HANNAH L. KERNS
k ‘21

MARIA E. FUJII
k ‘18

ROSELLA G. LOCHIRCO
k ‘20

BRANDON L. LOPEZ 
k ‘18

SHIVANI RANA 
k ‘19

CASSANDRA CRIBBS 
k ‘18

CODY HOWRIGON 
k ‘18

SHIVA R. SAH 
k ‘20

ALAQ ZGHAYER
k ‘21

CARYN K. HANNAPEL 
k ‘20

SAGE M. RINGSMUTH 
k ‘21

NICKLAS S. KLEPSER 
k ‘21

MYA D. GOUGH
k ‘20

ANDRES DEL CASTILLO 
k ‘21

KASPAR F. HUDAK
k ‘19

ARUN K. SHRESTHA 
k ‘20

ANSH CHAUDHARY
k ‘18

EMILIANA N. RENUART 
k ‘20

MAYA E. GURFINKEL 
k ‘20
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Film Club is a Vibrant Forum for Movies

The Kalamazoo College 
Film Club saw a record 
attendance for their first 
post-K Fest event. Though the 
club has technically existed 
since fall of last year, K Fest 
was its big breakthrough 
into mainstream awareness 
at K. Attendance was once 
consistently small, but the 
new interest brought about 20 
people in for a Tuesday night 
screening of the Brazilian film 
City of God  in Dewing 103.  

City of God proved to 
be a great introduction to 
the possibilities of Film 
Club: sophisticated, but 
not pretentious; instantly 
engaging, but unapologetically 
challenging. An achievement 
for both its cyclical, gripping 
story and its imaginative 
cinematography, City of God 
set a high bar for proceeding 
weeks. After the viewing, the 
audience had a rich discussion 
about their reactions to the 
film. The discussion touched 
on many aspects of the film, 
including cinematography, 
lighting, characters and 
ultimately the film’s message. 

Once the discussion 
wrapped up, the final element 
of Film Club kicked in: 
nominations for the next film. 

Film Club meets 
weekly for a must-see 
film followed by lively 

discussion.

Suggestions were diverse, 
including 12 Angry Men, I Am 
Not Your Negro and The Emoji 
Movie. The founders want 
to have future events fueled 
by a democratic process. 
After recording all of the 
nominations, a Facebook poll 
will be created and members 
will vote for the next week’s 
film. In the future, some 
weeks may be themed towards 
specific directors or genres, 
but for now nominations 
will be open to all films. The 
showings will start at 7:00 
p.m. every Tuesday night in 
Dewing 103. The Kalamazoo 
College Film Club Facebook 
group is the best way to keep 
up to date on new polls and 

CAVAN BONNER 
contributor

events. 
Co-founder Jonah Henkin 

said that the idea for a film 
club goes back to the LandSea 
of his first year, when he 
learned that K didn’t have 
a anything like a film club. 
Jonah said he “figured we 
might was well start one,” 
and did so that fall. However, 
“it took us a while to figure it 
out because it would be hard 
to to do it as first year.” 

The Film Club’s goals for 
the upcoming year are simply 
stated but ambitious. Henkin 
says that the purpose is to 
show “interesting movies that 
are going to really provoke 
some sort of discussion.” By 
encouraging discussion at 

the end of each film, Henkin 
hopes to “get people to talk 
about film and what it can 
do.” Importantly, said Henkin, 
“We are trying to stay away 
from the typical white male 
director… [to] incorporate 
more international films, more 
documentaries, more different 
types of film that will be more 
inclusive to the whole campus 
community.” 

Second Anniversary of Food for the Soul

Last  Monday,  the 
Intercultural Center held this 
year’s first Food for the Soul 
event, a weekly dinner event 
that was created last year. 
The program aims to connect 
students together through 
shared meals, providing a 
support network on campus. 
Each week, participants try 
different off-campus food 
from local restaurants and join 
workshops, which sometimes 
are with guests. 

This week’s Food for the 
Soul served food from Rasa 
Ria and included a workshop 
with Shane Bernardo. Rasa 
Ria provided Indonesian 
and Malaysian noodles and 
curry. Vegetarian options were 
offered as well. Rasa Ria is 
located nearby and has a Asian 
culture background. Its rice 
gave Asian students the feeling 

Five spring short-term 
programs offer unique 

opportunities for 
students.

of home and other students 
some insights of Asian food. 

After the Food for Soul, 
Shane Bernardo, a guest 
brought by Arcus Center 
director Mia Henry, talked 
about his experience of his 
first college year to give 
advice and supports for 
the newcomers. Shane is 
a Filipino-American food 
justice protester from Detroit. 
He is also active within the 
Uprooting Racism Planting 
Justice, fellow with the Detroit 
Equity Action Lab and Stone 
Barns Center for Food and 
Agriculture. He is a founding 
member of swimming in the 
Detroit River as well. 

His feeling of being isolated 
and alone of his first day 
of college broke the ice in 
the room, as students eat 
separately in silence, and the 
students started to talk about 
their experiences of being 
different from the “centralized 
race,” the majority. As they 
sharing their feelings, bright 
smiles came back to their 
faces.

“The workshop section is 

the soul of the Food for the 
Soul,” director of the Office 
of Intercultural Student Life 
and event hostess Natalia 

Carvalho-Pinto said. She 
describes the goal for Food 
for the Soul as a way to gather 
K community members to 

discuss issues where people 
can eat and talk and listen to 
each other. “Food for Soul is 
targeted at students of color, 
international students, and the 
first generation students, but 
anyone is welcomed here,” 
she said.

Intercultural Center was 
established one and half years 
ago due to student protest. 
Carvalho-Pinto came to 
campus in order to respond 
to students’ desire of a safe 
space for supports and help. 
The impact of the new office 
is still improving amongst the 
student population, judged 
from attendance data from last 
years. Attendance increased 
from 144 students in the fall 
of 2016 to 259 students in the 
following spring. However, 
the attendance for workshop 
is still the same. 

Natalia hopes students can 
enjoy the workshop even 
more than before, and has 
scheduled different topics for 
each week. Topics range from 
relationship to career, from 
education and courage to craft 
making. Students even can 

request for topic of workshop. 
She invites different guests as 
well, such as 4th week’s guest, 
Olmeca, who is a bilingual 
Hip-Hop artist and producer 
who blends Latin and Hip-Hop 
in his music. 

Students who are interested 
in attending Food for the Soul 
can stop by every Monday 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

 Film nominations being considered by the film club.  [Courtesy of movies.
film-cine.com]

LUCY LU.LIU
contributor

[MaryClare Colombo / Index]

 Kalamazoo College Film Club Participants.  [Courtesy of Jonah Henkin]

Index Radio is seeking submissions for a new arts-focused podcast. 

Poetry, short stories, musical performances 
or compositions, and more are welcomed. 

For more information, contact index@kzoo.edu

Want to be featured on ?
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I Pledge Allegiance… or, Do I?

This past week has been 
an eventful week for sports 
in the sense that the Pres-
ident has stirred up such a 
controversy that it has made 
the entire sports world react. 
It began with the President 
calling NFL players who 
protested during the Na-
tional Anthem by kneeling 
“sons of bitches,” and en-
couraging team owners to 
fire them for protesting. It 
appeared that he was direct-
ly targeting Colin Kaeper-
nick and his protest during 
the Anthem that started last 
year. That next Sunday, the 
protest that originally con-
sisted of less than 10 players 
jumped to upwards of 180, 
with players kneeling and 
locking arms throughout 
the National Anthem. Even 
one performer at a Detroit 
Lions game kneeled after 
his performance. There 
were owners — some who 
had previously support-
ed Trump — on the field 
locking arms or kneeling 
with their players. While 
this is all great, it seems as 

though people have per-
verted the purpose of the 
protest into Black athletes 
vs. America and the troops. 
This idea is completely lu-
dicrous.  

    The entire protest 
started with former 49ers 
quarterback Colin Kaeper-
nick sitting for the Nation-
al Anthem to protest racial 
injustice and police brutal-
ity. At first he was sitting 
during the Anthem — then 

former veteran and Seattle 
Seahawks player Nate Boyer 
convinced Kaepernick to 
kneel instead sitting. He was 
quoted as saying, “We sorta 
came to a middle ground 
where he would take a knee 
alongside his teammate. Sol-
diers take a knee in front 
of a fallen brother’s grave, 
you know, to show respect.” 

The fact this discussion 
has become American pa-
triotism vs black athletes is 

TREVOR LODUEM-JACKSON

 contributor

Controversy surfaces 
over protests in the NFL

“Just heard Foreign Min-
ister of North Korea speak at 
U.N. If he echoes thoughts 
of Little Rocket Man, they 
won’t be around much 
longer!”, tweeted Presi-
dent Trump on Sept. 23. 
Soon after the tweet, North 
Korea’s Foreign Minister 
claimed that Trump declared 
war against his nation and 
claimed further that Pyong-
yang has the right to shoot 
down US warplanes even 
if they are in the Interna-
tional air space. He also 
added that the question to 
“who would be around much 
longer will be answered by 
North Korea?”

However, US adminis-

tration officials denied that 
the US had declared war on 
N. Korea. Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders, the White House 
press secretary, called the 
claim “absurd.” She said 
it is never “appropriate to 
shoot down another coun-
try’s aircraft when it’s over 
international waters.” It was 
in 1969 that North Korea 

shot down the American 
Warplane during the Nixon 
administration killing all 31 
crew members of the spy 
plane that was near its coast. 

    While N. Korea is think-
ing of the war, and instead 
of speaking to the Korean 
leader in talk, President 
Trump went further, sug-
gesting that such threats 

On President Trump and International Affairs
North Korea Claims 

United States President 
Donald J. Trump has 

declared War

ARUN SHRESTHA
contributor

absurd. The athletes who are 
protesting the anthem want 
to shed light onto the issues 
that the public still refuses to 
address as a problem — yet 
the president and the media 
have turned the conversation 
into “troops vs athletes.” 
These athletes are just as 
patriotic as anyone else in 
America. Is it because they 
are black that they cannot 
protest or fight inequality? 

The Daily Show with 
Trevor Noah brought up 
an interesting point — when 
can black people protest? 
Historically, black people 

throughout history have not 
been able to protest without 
being ridiculed, demonized, 
or worse. Muhammad Ali 
protested the Vietnam War 
and was thrown in jail. 
Martin Luther King pro-
tested inequality and was 
assassinated. Jemele Hill 
said the president is a white 
supremacist on Twitter, and 
the president responded that 
she should be fired from 
ESPN. When these athletes 
are protesting a system of 
oppression, the oppressors 
become scared of the uppity, 
ungrateful, black athletes 
disturbing the system and 
messing up the money to 
be made in this system. 
This protest makes clear 
the division and hatred this 
country has continually tried 
to hide and deny. Many of 
the people who are anti-pro-
test are saying this is disre-
specting patriots when in ac-
tuality veterans are coming 
out in support saying they 
support their first amend-
ment right to protest. Still, 
the Commander-in-Chief 
cannot wrap his head around 
the idea that these athletes 
are not anti-American, but 
rather anti-racism, oppos-
ing the oppression and bru-
tality that goes on in their 
communities.

Now, will Kalamazoo be 
the next to protest? We con-

could drive the US to wipe 
out the country, not to forget 
his  ridiculing Kim Jong-un, 
the North Korean leader, as 
“Little Rocket Man.” 

It is unlikely that the 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un is going to give up 
the nuclear bomb, because 
he thinks that the only way 
to survive the clash with his 

[Photo courtesy of ThinkProgress.org]

sider ourselves a progres-
sive school, but will we see 
the Anthem protest hit our 
fields or courts this year? 
There has been no sign of it 
yet. Will we see Kalamazoo 
align with the NFL players 
in their protest against op-
pression, or will we stand 
still and keep this in the 
classrooms with no action? 
I do not have the answers 
to these questions, but I do 
know that in my mind, the 
National Anthem is now 
seen in a different light, 
and I will be joining the 
“ungrateful black million-
aires” in their protest against 
oppression. Will you, Ka-
lamazoo? 

giant enemy US is to possess 
the nuclear bomb. Thus, the 
tensions are rising not only 
between those two coun-
tries, but also around the 
world. China and Russia, 
for example, are watching 
nervously over the fear of a 
flood of refugees that could 
wash over their borders if 
the US strikes N. Korea.

    It is thought, merely 
based upon the tweets, that 
the US has declared war. If 
the war actually happens, 
it would be the first time 
where a trifle thing like a 
tweet would become a dec-
laration of the war. And, if 
Kim decides to shoot the US 
airplane like his grandfather 
Kim Il-sung, it would be a 
huge mistake for Kim and 
his regime and not to forget 
about the millions innocent 
lives on the line.

[Photo courtesy of global-gathering.com]

This Week at K 
Thursday, Oct. 5th

Student Elections 
All day - online

Thankful Thursday
4pm-7pm, Hicks

Bachtoberfest
7pm, Bell’s Brewery

Tickets $10

Friday, Oct. 6th

Community Reflection
11am, Chapel

Vocal Area Class 1
4pm, Recital Hall

Zoo Flicks
9:30pm, Dewing 103

Saturday, Oct. 7th

Football vs. Olivet
1pm, Angell Field

Volleyball vs. Saint 
Mary’s 

4pm, Anderson

Noche de Juegos
9:30pm, Hicks

Sunday, Oct. 8th

Art Prize
Meet at Red Square at 

10:45am

Student Funding Board 
7pm, Hicks 111B



4 OCTOBER 2017 Arts&EntErtAinmEnt PAGE 5

On Sept. 27, the German 
department showed the 
feature film The Baader 
Meinhof Complex at 7 p.m. 
There were about a dozen 
students who arrived at 
Dewing 200 and gathered 
around a small projection 
screen to watch a depiction 
of the true story of the Red 
Army Faction, a militant far 
left organization founded in 
Germany in 1970 considered 
by many to be the debut of 
modern terrorism. As the 
three-hour movie unfolded, 
it was clear that the dominant 
themes and events — state 
repression, student protest, 
tension between generations 
— were still relevant to us 
today. 

The film opens on a nudist 
beach in the late sixties. 
Serene, playful, a sign of 
the liberation of the post 
World War and post Nazi 
generation. However, the 
subsequent transition to 
the streets of West Berlin 
immediately plunges us into 
the complexity and passion 
of the world of politics at  
this time and place. It is June 
2, 1967, and the Shah of 
Iran is set to attend an opera 
performance. Outraged 
students line the streets in 
protest of his regime. In 
response to perceived unrest, 
the police begin to crack 
down on the protesters with 

force, and in the violence 
a student is killed. This is 
the last straw for German 
radicals who hold the 
not so distant memory of 
Nazism fresh in their minds, 
and many feel compelled 
to engage in immediate 
political action. 

Among those motivated to 
action and resistance were 
the journalist Ulrike Meinhof 
and radical leader Andreas 
Baader, both sympathetic 
to Maoism, Leninism and 
armed resistance against 
their state. The core group of 
Baader, Meinhof, and several 
other young radicals begin a 
campaign of urban guerilla 
warfare, characterised by 
bank robberies to fund their 
subsequent bombings and 
attacks on government 
buildings they perceived 
as pillars of a state leaning 
toward authoritarianism.

As the violent lives of 
these young men and women 
play out on screen, they 
come to represent not only 
political warfare, but also 
generational conflict in 
its most brutal form. This 
generation of students was 

The German film about 
terrorism shows the 
darkest depths to which 
generational conflict and 
political desperation can 
lead. 

sage benner
contributor

The Baader Meinhof Complex: War Between Generations

Hollywood produces films 
that are meant for the big 
screen, seen by individuals 
informed by massive 
marketing campaigns and 
advertisements created by 
highly paid professionals. 
These movies can be great 
critical successes, noted by 
the viewers and writers who 
attend showings that are 
easily accessible, but they 
tend to be made by the same 
group of people. Directors 
are known for their work 
and continue to be funded 
by investors who understand 
that they have a blockbuster 
on their hands, but there 
is something lost in only 
viewing movies made by 
the cinematic elite.

The Kalamazoo Film 
Society, collaborating 
with the local Celebration 
Cinema, has a mission to 
expose to the public the lack 
of outsiders displayed in 
the common theater-going 
experience by endorsing 
the Indie Film Festival. The 
festival is an ongoing event 
that brings new independent 
films to the big screen, with 
new options for viewing 
each week.

The Society’s mission is 
to “provide the community 
with first-run, world-class 
cinema which includes both 
independent and foreign 
films that would otherwise 
not be offered locally.” This 
is being done by including 
films from directors and 
writers who do not form 

a part of the exclusive 
Hollywood clubs. Films are 
chosen by reviewing lists 
of participants and winners 
of films festivals such as 
Cannes and Sundance, as 
well as inclusions at the 
Society’s own discretion 
based on what they deem 
to be important films in the 
American independent film 
movement.

This past week, a variety 
of films were being shown 
including Score: A Film 
Music  Documentary 
which included Kalamazoo 
Col lege’s  very own 
Dr. Siu-Lan Tan. The 
documentary shows the 
importance of music in 
film, the process behind 
creating it, and utilizes 
Tan’s expertise to inform the 
public on the psychological 
aspect behind the use of 
scores. In addition to regular 
showings, special sessions 
were held with question and 
answer periods with Tan.

Other films shown 
during the past week are 
The Trip to Spain, the third 
installment of a comedy 
series revolving around 
the two comedians Steve 
Coogan and Rob Brydon 

(who play themselves) on a 
conversation oriented food 
tasting trip around Spain. 
Depending on the viewer’s 
reaction to British comedy 
and ability to relate to the 
two friends who verbally 
attack each other to express 
affection, the movie can 
be interpreted anywhere 
from dull to tear-jerkingly 
hilarious.

Another, more serious 
film shown was A Ghost 
Story which centers around 
a ghost clad in a white sheet 
who returns to his old home 
and watches the unfolding 
of a series of relationships. 
The film speaks about 
loss and the melancholy 
feeling that goes with the 
inability to interact with 
others. Critically acclaimed 
and worth the watch, it 
challenges the assumptions 
of what a ghost story can be.

I t  is  perhaps best 
described by the Indie 
Film Series Chief Creative 
Officer, Eric Kuiper that 
“indie films disrupt us by 
giving voice to stories that 
otherwise are not being told 
— stories we need to hear.” 
It is with this inclusion of 
relatively unwatched cinema 
that audiences can grant 
access to those outside the 
elite associations of famous 
filmmakers, an important 
task that is being undertaken 
by local organizations.

raised by the generation of 
parents who lived through 
Nazism, and in some cases 
actively supported it. The 
story conveys the alienation 
felt by the younger and 
politically desperate men 
and women towards the 
older and more complacent 
makers of public policy. 
The destruction left behind 
by the RAF is contrasted 
in the film with footage of 
the destruction of innocents 
in Vietnam, drawing the 
audience out of ideological 
comfort to confront terrorism 
by both state and radical. 

The tragic trajectory of 
these real-life characters’ 
lives are further exemplified 
by how detached their actions 
were from values that they 
espoused. While claiming 
solidarity with oppressed, 
their actions became 
predominantly motivated 
by lust for revenge and 
personal vendettas. Through 
the political complexity, 
this historical Animal Farm 
story highlights the self-
destruction that comes from 
using terror as a weapon.  

Courtesy of allmusic.com

Courtesy of kalamazooarts.org

gabriel stanley 
contributor

Shifting the Spotlight:
Local Festival Highlights Independent Film

Art Prize in Grand Rapids
emily wittman

contributor
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Finding Fun and Family in Frisbee

Ultimate Frisbee, a 
club sport offered at 
Kalamazoo College, is an 
unconventional way to 
combine three traditional 
varsity sports — football, 
basketball and soccer. There 
are two teams: the women’s 
team Queen Bees and the 
men’s team the Ultimate 
Buzz. 

This is senior Kaitlyn 
Toohey’s second year of 
being Queen Bees’ captain, 
and fourth year on the team. 
She learned about ultimate 
frisbee while touring the 
school, fell in love, and has 
been playing it ever since. 

“There’s an aspect of 
ultimate called ‘spirit of the 
game.’ In other sports you 
get competitive and [have 
rivalries], but in ultimate, ... 
you don’t have referees, so 
you make your own calls. 
You talk with the other team 
about what’s going on,” 
Toohey ‘18 said. “It’s a lot 
more of working together 

and recognizing that we’re 
all coming together to play 
the sport and have fun versus 
it being super competitive 
— we can still have the 
competitiveness, but also 
not hate the other teams.”

Ultimate Frisbee has 

been around at K for a 
few decades, started as a 
collegiate addition to the 
city of Kalamazoo’s league. 
The women’s team is fairly 
new, having been around for 
about seven years. Because 
the team is through a college, 

the two teams play against 
other colleges through USA 
Ultimate, and go to about 
four or five tournaments a 
year. Sometimes they play 
the same teams over and 
over; sometimes they are 
always playing new teams. 

“You get to know teams 
over the years, which is cool 
because you get to see your 
team grow, but you also 
get to see the other teams 
grow,” Toohey said. “It’s 
an exciting thing because 
our level of play can also 

MARYCLARE COLOMBO
features editor

Frisbee combines three 
traditional sports into 
a unique collegiate 
club sport.

be increased because we’re 
playing against teams which 
also have an increased 
level.”

An ultimate frisbee 
game includes end zones 
where players catch the 
disk, pivoting feet, passing 
amongst team members 
and movement up the field 
toward the goal. The game is 
typically played to 13 points 
— not to a particular time, 
unless it is a tournament, 
where there are hard and soft 
caps to limit the length of 
the game. The teams practice 
two to three times a week.

In the spring, players must 
be academically eligible, 
according to USA Ultimate’s 
guidelines, so they must 
keep up their grades. “We 
really strive to drive that 
into our teammates, like, 
hey, school comes first,” 
Toohey said. “If you can’t 
come to practice, take care 
of whatever you need to 
do, like write a paper or 
something.”

Toohey is optimistic about 
the Queen Bees’ potential 
to make it to nationals this 
spring. “There are lots of 
new first-years that seem 
to be picking it up quickly 
and enjoying it, and a strong 
junior class,” Toohey said.

“Optimistic” is the best 
word to describe how 
Kalamazoo’s cross country 
teams are viewing this 
season.

 Beginning with the 
first invitational in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, on Sept. 
9 both the men and women’s 
teams have sped into season 
with a positive outlook, 
placing at 18th and 21st 
place, respectively. Jackson 
Kelly ‘20 led the way for the 
Hornets in 101st place, with 
Caleb Patton ‘20 following 
in 117th place. Improvement 
has already been seen 
from the first competition 
at the MIAA Jamboree 
in Holland, Michigan, on 

Dropping Times

CLAIRE WARD 
contributer

Cross country 
looks forward to a 
successful season.

Sept. 23. Jackson Kelly ‘20 
led the team at 19th place, 
with Caleb Patton in 54th 
and Austin Yunker ‘20 in 
72nd. Hannah Hamilton 
‘19 took the lead for the 
women’s team with 41st 
place, followed by Cheyenne 
Allyn-White ‘19 in 53rd, and 
Rachael Gallap ‘21 in 54th. 

This past weekend both 

Queen Bees team in Spring 2017 / Photo submitted by Kaitlyn Toohey

teams spent their Saturday 
in Louisville, Kentucky 
at the Louisville Sports 
Commission Classic: 
“Our third race, and first 
out of state race, the 
[LSCC], was a fast race. 
We had a lot of personal 
records on the team,” said 
Preston Grossling ‘21. 
Improvement is expected 

as the season continues on. 
This upcoming progress can 
be largely attributed the 
underclassman participation 
and improvement on the 
team. 

“For the freshmen, we 
have all developed into 
much faster runners and 
learned how to pace an 8k 
race,” said Grossling. The 

men’s team is young overall, 
with four freshmen and three 
sophomores making up the 
nine person team. This large 
young population is seen as 
a future asset for the team. 
Growth is predicted in these 
runners over the next year 
as Patton said, “We have 
a lot of talent that will be 
returning next year to take 

the MIAA by storm.”
The rest of the season is 

looking up for the Hornets. 
They will be running at the 
Lansing Invitational on 
Oct. 6 and Pre-Nationals 
in Illinois on Oct. 14. 
Team members are looking 
forward for more chances to 
run and improve, along with 
growing and developing as 
a team. Times are expected 
to drop as speeds increase, 
and the Hornets see both 
teams advancing in talent 
level through the end of 
the season. 

“We are looking forward 
to invitationals in Lansing, 
Illinois, and Dexter before 
the conference championship 
meet,” Patton said. “While 
we cannot score as a team 
at the conference meet, we 
expect to run well enough 
that we would place higher 
than we have in many years.”

Courtesy of Kalamazoo College Athletics Courtesy of Kalamazoo College Athletics

Are you interested in 
writing, photography, 

videography, 
podcasting, web 

design, or layout? Join us at our weekly 
meetings on Mondays 

at 4:15 p.m. in the 
Index Office (Hicks 
116) or email us at 
index@kzoo.edu. 
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Abdul El-SAyEd SpEAkS At 
StEtSon ChApEl

Michigan doctor with 
experience in public 
health speaks to an 

eager audience from the 
steps of Stetson Chapel 
about his campaign for 

governor. 

SAGE BENNER
contributor

On Monday, Oct. 2, Mich-
igan gubernatorial candi-
date Abdul El-Sayed arrived 
at Kalamazoo College’s 
Stetson Chapel. About 30 
people, ranging from first-
year students to retirees and 
staff, gathered in a semicir-
cle in front of the chapel to 
listen and ask questions as 
he spoke from the steps. He 
began by talking about his 
background -- his father’s 
emigration from Egypt to 
Detroit, looking for a life of 
opportunity; his childhood 
memories of his diversely 
opinionated Muslim, Pres-
byterian, and atheist family 
members coming together in 
love for Thanksgiving; and 
his decision to study biology 
and politics at the University 
of Michigan with the dream 
of going into public health. 
From there, he received a 
doctorate from Oxford and 
got his medical degree from 
Columbia University. 

El-Sayed recounted his 
experiences from working 

as the Executive Director 
of the Detroit Health De-
partment. Motivated by the 
sights of first grade kids 
wearing coats in schools 
without proper heating and 
gym floors collapsing from 
mold, El-Sayed and his team 
tested 360 schools in six 
months. The subsequent 
protocol created in Detroit 
is a national model for the 
National Association of City 
and County Health Officials. 

In addition to health, 
much of his speech focused 
on education, touching on 
the state of education in 
Michigan. “When I grad-
uated from my public high 
school,” El-Sayed said, “we 
as a state were in the top ten 
nationwide when it came to 
educational achievement. 
Today, Michigan’s schools 
are number 50 out of 50 
when it comes to educa-
tional improvements in the 
past eight years.” 

Asked about his policy on 
healthcare, El-Sayed crit-
icized the United State’s 
lack of universal access to 
health care, a policy that is 
out of line with every other 
high-income country. Re-
calling the memory of a time 
he had to give a patient a 
diagnosis of a disease that 
was life-threatening, He re-
flected that, “the worst day 
in the coming months was 
not going to be the day I told 

them they had a potentially 
life-threatening disease. It 
was the day they were going 
to figure out how much it 
was going to cost their fam-
ilies.” 

El-Sayed cited the fact 
that the US spends 19 cents 
on the dollar in our economy 
on healthcare, compared 
with 11 cents on the dollar in 
Canada -- and seven percent 
of the population is without 
healthcare. El-Sayed said 
he supports the Medicare 
for All bill put forward by 
Bernie Sanders, and that he 
would aim to implement a 
single-payer plan in Mich-
igan, if elected.  

Sharing his thoughts on 
immigration, El-Sayed 
stated that he will propose 
to make Michigan a sanc-
tuary state; he supported 
that point as being a con-
stitutional state right, as 
well as meaning that tax-
payer dollars would not be 
expended on federal policy 
that will tear apart Michi-
gan families. 

At the end of his speech, 
El-Sayed returned to 
thoughts of his family and 
referring to their ability to 
come together despite their 
differences. “They were 
united by something that 
was way bigger than their 
differences, and that was 
their shared future,” he said. 

2017 KCCSR and SFB 
Representatives Meet for 

the First Time

progrESS in kAlAmAzoo CollEgE StudEnt rEprESEntAtion

KEVIN MCCARTY
layout editor

Thursday’s voter turnout 
at the student elections 
yielded impressive results: 
nearly 33 percent of Kalam-
azoo College students cast 
a ballot for their preferred 

representative. While the 
national average of student 
participation in campus 
elections typically wanes 
between 5 and 10 percent, 
K’s student body proved 
to be actively engaged in 
their student government 
this year.

K’s online ballot is a rel-
atively new system, and 
its relative ease of accessi-

bility may have been what 
yielded such a large quan-
tity of student voters. In an 
almost ironic sense, though, 
it was the same system that 
had initially jeopardized 
the elections. After an in-
ternal malfunction with the 
online application form, it 
was noted that not all can-
didates who applied were 
being displayed on the 

K confronts its troubled 
history with intimate 

partner violence in hope 
of a better future

intimAtE pArtnEr ViolEnCE:
“it CAn hAppEn hErE”

ADDIE DANCER
news editor

For most of us here on 
campus, the story of Maggie 
Wardle is a familiar one. 

Though famously re-
counted by former K pro-
fessor Gail Griffin in her 
2010 book The Events of 
October: Murder-Suicide 
on a Small Campus, the 
deaths of K students Maggie 
Wardle and her ex-boy-
friend, Neenef Odah, have 
not gone unspoken by K 
students, faculty, and staff 
in the nearly twenty years 
since.

Despite the campus com-
munity’s familiarity with the 
story, it is one that Elizabeth 
Candido, College Chap-
lain and Director of Reli-
gious and Spiritual Life at 
K, insists we retell each and 
every year. Last Friday’s 
community reflection, in 
annual tradition, focused on 
intimate partner violence, 
with Maggie Wardle’s story 
always at the forefront.

    “The only way to 
redeem a terrible event is 
to learn from it,” Candido 
said.

    With Maggie Ward-
le’s mother and stepfather, 
Martha and Rick Omilian, 
in attendance, Candido re-
counted the night of Oct. 18, 
1999, when Wardle made the 
fateful trip to DeWaters Res-

idence Hall after Odah had 
asked her asked to come by 
and “read something.” Only 
nine days earlier, he had 
purchased a twelve-gauge 
shotgun and ammo, which, 
up until that night, had been 
kept hidden under his bed.

“This is K,” a student re-
portedly said upon hearing 
the fatal shots from a nearby 
room. “That couldn’t have 
been a gun.”

    A group of student vol-
unteers, including members 
of the new student board 
SPEAK, read from a script 
of prewritten reflections re-
garding intimate partner vi-
olence, which included a 
series of statistics. One such 
figure reports that over one 
thousand women are killed 
by intimate partners every 
year in the U.S., with the 
perpetrator killing himself 
20 percent of the time.

    “So while those shotgun 
blasts seemed extraordinary 
on our campus, what hap-
pened that night followed a 
very typical pattern,” said 
Mina Mkrtchian ‘20.

    The speakers at Fri-
day’s community reflec-
tion also kept in mind that 
intimate partner violence is 
not exclusive to heterosex-
ual couples. Speakers read 
from a series of anonymous 
accounts of abuse, includ-
ing instances between same-
sex couples.

    “I had never been in a 
relationship with a woman 
before,” Mkrtchian read. 
“The first few months were 
wonderful. Then slowly, 

before I could even realize 
what was going on, it went 
bad. It started with words. 
These words were followed 
by apologies. Soon came 
the fists -- she would hit 
me in my body, not my face 
and these were followed by 
apologies.”

    Candido closed the re-
flection with a call to action 
for the campus community, 
saying that, “Too often, in 
small communities, a code 
of silence allows us to keep 
each other’s secrets, ignore 
each other’s danger, and do 
it all in the name of ‘re-
specting individual privacy.’ 
But community at its best 
means interdependence: we 
support and help each other. 
So community involves re-
sponsibilities.”

Afterwards, students, 
faculty, staff, and other 
members of the audience 
followed Candido to “Mag-
gie’s Bench,” a memori-
al dedicated to the fallen 
student, located just outside 
of Stetson Chapel. After a 
brief prayer, the morning’s 
final thoughts were made 
by Rick Omilian, Maggie’s 
stepfather.

“Sometimes it’s depress-
ing to think that we’re still 
talking about problems like 
this so many years later … 
to think that after all this 
time, things still haven’t 
changed,” he said. “But it 
has changed. When I was 
in college, we didn’t talk 
about this sort of thing. 
Now, we do.”

ballot.
 It was in the pursuit of 

equal representation in the 
ballot that the elections were 
postponed until Thursday 
of fourth week, while they 
have been traditionally held 
in third week. Brian Dietz 
elaborated on the issue, 
noting that “Essentially it 
was a fairness issue, and 
elections were postponed to 

ensure all students who had 
planned to run for elections 
were indeed on the ballot.”

After a shaky start to 
the elections process, the 
elected representatives offi-
cially met for the first time 
over the past weekend for 
retreats. All members of 
the Student Funding Board 
(SFB) and the Kalamazoo 
College Council of Student 

Representatives (KCCSR) 
were trained and informed 
in an attempt to equip them 
to take on the responsibili-
ty of their respective roles 
in campus life.

Dr. Abdul El-Sayed speaks outside Stetson Chapel [Sage Benner / The Index]

Mina Mkrtchian K’20 speaks in Stetson Chapel [Sage Benner / The Index]
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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Session hosted by 
Campus Safety helps 

students to prepare for 
emergency situations 

and encounters with law 
enforcement. 

FirSt-yEAr Forum: SAFEty lESSon 

KIMBERLY ZUNIGA
contributor

Last Tuesday, Direc-
tor of Campus Safety Tim 
Young hosted a First-Year 
Forum called Shots Fired 
on Campus. The session, 
which focused on giving 
students practical advice 
for action in emergency sit-
uations, called on students 
to prepare themselves for 
the possibility of gun vio-
lence, even if they do not 
anticipate it. 

“I already knew a lot of 

the things that were talked 
about here, but I think that 
it was very helpful for other 
people,” Jayde Agnew ‘21 
said. “It was nice to get a 
refresh of how to react in 
these types of situations.” 

Though Young made the 
forum interactive and dis-
cussion-based, the mood 
was solemn. Attendees sat 
quietly, paying attention to 
every word. 

Students were encour-
aged to quickly assess the 
exit routes in the buildings 
that they frequent. In emer-
gency situations, Young em-
phasized, it is dangerous to 
know only a single exit. He 
also outlined the three emer-
gency response options -- 
hide, run or fight. The spe-
cifics of the situation, he 

 Representatives for 
KCCSR and SFB worked 
separately in establishing 
bylaws for their respective 
organization in order to in-
augurate an effective rhythm 
and structure that will serve 
them not only this year, but 
in years to come as well. It 
was not all work, however, 
as with frequent icebreakers 
and team bonding activities 
this weekend’s retreat served 

also to build unity and com-
munity in the pursuit of es-
tablishing an effective struc-
ture for to foster positive 
change within the campus 
community.

Both elected bodies ex-
pressed the hope that the 
Kalamazoo College student 
body will take the time to 
meet their representatives 
and join them in meetings. 
The representatives hold 
key student leadership po-
sitions at the college, where 

they sit on college, trustee, 
and faculty committees, and 
are involved in discussions 
related to important policies 
and initiatives on a variety of 
issues ranging from health 
and safety issues, to experi-
ential education initiatives, 
and much more.  

Students serving on these 
committees have the oppor-
tunity to bring student per-
spectives to important dis-
cussions, and they are able 
to share information back 

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

KCCSR members. [Photo courtesy of Lizbeth Pineda]
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with their constituents, the 
student body.  The members 
of the Student Funding 
Board allocate funding to 
registered student organiza-
tions and have a key role in 
ensuring the Student Activ-
ities Fee all students pay is 
used to effectively and re-
sponsibly fund student pri-
orities. 

Both boards are designed 
to address student concerns, 
and leadership from the 
groups encourage students 

to stay knowledgeable and 
informed about current hap-
penings. SFB and KCCSR 
have open meetings, and 
Associate Dean of Students 
Brian Dietz encourages “all 
students to attend at least 
one meeting this year.” For 
all those interested in taking 
advantage of this opportu-
nity, SFB meets Sundays 
at 7 p.m. in Hicks Student 
Center, and KCCSR meets 
on Mondays at 9 p.m. in 
Hicks Student Center.

 

explained, can determine 
which of these responses is 
likely to be most effective. 

Towards the end of the 
forum, Young showed par-
ticipants a video that ex-
plained how to tell whether 
or not a loud sound is a 
gunshot. The video also gave 
tips on how to respond to 
police presence on campus. 
Hand position, Young ex-
plained, is key -- police offi-
cers are trained to assess an 
individual’s threat level by 
looking at hand placement. 

“No matter how well pre-
pared you are, you never 
know how you are going 
to react in these types of 
situations,” Kim Schmidt 
‘21 said. “The forum had a 
really great turnout.”                

A woman sits on a curb at the scene of the Las Vegas strip shooting (John Locher / The Associated Press)

Are you interested in 
writing, photography, 

videography, 
podcasting, web 
design or layout? Join us at our weekly 

meetings on Mondays 
at 4:15 p.m. in the 

Index Office (Hicks 
116) or email us at 
index@kzoo.edu. 
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Witches Are Welcome

Wi t c h c r a f t  i s  a 
misunderstood practice of 
manipulating energies related 
to nature through methods like 
meditation, spells, charms 
or many other ways. The 
Coven, organized through 
the Office of Religious and 
Spiritual Life, meets every 
Friday night in the Cavern 
library and provides a place 
for discussion and education 
for people who identify as 
a witch or are interested in 
witchcraft, whether one has 
been practicing for years or 
is new to the craft.

The Coven was born out of 
a friend group, which included 
juniors Amber Koronkiewicz 
‘19 and Arianna Prater ‘19. 
“We want to make new witch 
friends because it can be very 
isolating because people 
aren’t very open about it, so 
we were like, let’s put out 
a beacon and see if anyone 
else wants to join. We were 
very surprised by the amount 
of people interested in this,” 
Prater said.

According to Koronkiewicz, 
a lot of people do witchy 
things without knowing that it 
is witchy. Some witchy things 

The Coven meets every 
Friday night to discuss 
topics about witchcraft.

include liking plants or rocks 
or having a deep feeling of 
connection to nature. “It’s 
just using those energies to 
benefit yourself and other 
people around you and to 
protect yourself and whatnot,” 
Koronkiewicz said. 

It is not a religion; rather, 
it is a practice, and one can 
be any religion to practice 
witchcraft. There are different 
subsets, such as green witches 
who like plants, sea witches 
who like the ocean, witches 

MARYCLARE COLOMBO
features editor

that are into stars, or a newer 
subset, technowitches. 

“There’s different facets of 
nature and different facets of 
witchcraft that go with that,” 
Koronkiewicz said. “Times are 
becoming a lot more accepting 
it seems, so it seems easier 
to be a lot more open about 
it, and so if people want to 
learn more about it, we want 
to educate them. I didn’t have 
any help when I first started 
out a long time ago. I didn’t 
have a name for it for years, 

and starting off on your own is 
kind of rough because it takes 
a long time to sort through 
information.”

Many people start off 
with online communities or 
books about witchcraft, or, 
like Prater, have an in-person 
guide. Many practice for years 
without having a name for 
their practices. 

“We’re hoping to build a 
solid community of open-
minded people, and we can 

discuss all of our different 
ideas. It’s very nice to have 
other witches in person to talk 
to, because it really makes a 
difference,” Prater said.

The Coven is planning 
celebrations for Sabbaths or 
seasonal holidays. Samhain 
is Halloween, where they 
will have a bonfire. They 
are also planning a Sabbath 
celebration called Bealtaine 
in the spring. They meet from 
7-8:30 p.m. every Friday in 

the Cavern library and have 
discussions, movie nights, 
workshops and crafting. If 
you have questions, you can 
contact Amber Koronkiewicz.

 No Problems with Fresh Complaint

Anticipation is tangible 
before the lights begin to dim, 
when devout literary followers 
form processional rows to 
file into their seats, holding 
their sacred close to the chest, 
hoping to get them signed by 
the author. Dalton Theater was 
rife with conversation this past 
Saturday as students, aspiring 
writers, and appreciators of 
literature gathered to listen 
to acclaimed author Jeffrey 
Eugenides present as a tour for 
his newest work, a collection 
of short stories entitled Fresh 
Complaint.

Originally from Grosse 
Point, the event formed a part 
of Eugenides’s first tour in 
Michigan since the critically 
acclaimed book that won him 
the Pulitzer Prize in 2002, 
Middlesex. Eugenides has 
written two other novels as 
well as short stories, most 
of which are included in 

Acclaimed Author 
Jeffrey Eugenides visits 

Kalamazoo

the newest collection, all of 
which have been well received 
critically. His presence on 
campus marked an important 
indicator of the kind of events 
that can be held in Kalamazoo 
and reflected an even greater 
achievement in the growth 
of local bookstore Bookbug.

 Bookbug began in 2008 by 
one of the founders, Joanna 
Parzakonis, who introduced 
Eugenides and recounted the 
story of her first encounter 
with his work and audibly 
reaffirmed the thoughts of 
the audience members in 
saying what a monumental 
opportunity is to have such 
an amazing author visit the 
Kalamazoo. The bookstore 
began primarily focused on 
children’s books and has 
since progressed to include 
all literature, especially 
works that can be used to 
give voice to the community 
of Kalamazoo. In addition, 
Bookbug works to bring 
authors to the community 
for events similar to the one 
in Dalton.

After his introduction, 

Eugenides reads a passage 
from one of his short stories 
in which the concept of a 
truthful narrator is toyed with 
and eventually dismantled. He 

reads in an accent that mimics 
the character in the story, plays 
with the assumption of the 
reader, or in this case listener, 
and cuts off for the sake of 

time, leaving those seated 
planning for the next moment 
in which they can return to 
the narrative.

Wes te rn  Mich igan 
University English professor 
and fellow writer Thisbe 
Nissen then began to 
discuss with Eugenides a bit 
about his short stories and 
the importance of point of 
view. He jokingly referred 
to Fresh Complaint as a 
collection that is deserving 
to be posthumously released 
as it is a collection of most 
of his published stories. He 
then answered questions 
from the audience which 
ranged from inquiries on his 
personal writing process to 
more abstract issues regarding 
the decreasing popularity 
of literature. Throughout 
answering Eugenides 
remained incredibly casual 
and well spoken, making jokes 
about his own life and bringing 
the audience into some of his 
personal experiences.

To end the event, the 
audience members were 
invited to walk onto the stage, 

have books signed, and talk to 
the author for a short period 
of time before the next fans 
arrived. The event ended in a 
way which perfectly reflected 
the mission of Bookbug. As 
Parzakonis said, Bookbug 
“belongs to the community 
and anyone who has art in 
literature.”

The event brought together 
members of the community to 
speak about issues regarding 
literature with an author 
who was willing to bridge 
the gap between writer and 
audience. Everyone left with 
a better sense of identity in 
a community that places 
importance on, according to 
Eugenides, the single form of 
media that allows the creator 
to display consciousness, 
writing.

GABRIEL STANLEY
opinions editor

[ Gabriel Stanley / Index]

 Weekly meeting held by The Coven.  [Sage Benner / Index]

Every Wednesday night 
in the Markin Center, John 
Krueger, an alumni of 
Kalamazoo College, teaches 
students about the art of 
fencing. Fencing is a combat 
sport where two people spar 
with different swords against 
one another, gaining points 
based on where they make 
contact on the other person.
The class is about two hours 
long with an additional hour 
spent working on more 
advanced work.

Krueger has been practicing 
fencing since he was in middle 
school, and his love has never 
stopped. “I took fencing 
when I was at K in the early 
1980s. I was active in fencing 
during my foreign study in 

Muenster, Germany. When I 
graduated, I moved to Denver 
for two years where I was 
active in fencing, historical 
re-enactment, and armoured 
combat,” Krueger said. He 
returned to Kalamazoo and 
found that students were 
longing for someone to teach 
fencing, and since then, he 

has been teaching fencing 
at Kalamazoo College since 
1987. 

 Krueger applies many 
different techniques in order 
to teach his students about 
fencing. “I incorporate 
mathematics, biomechanics 
and physics into understanding 
why we fence the way we do to 

maximize our effectiveness,” 
he said. Krueger does not only 
teach students the physical 
aspects of fencing — he also 
adds history and other forms 
of combat to each class. 

“In addition to the skills 
needed to compete or have 
fun in the sport of foil fencing, 
I add a lot of history of 

swordplay and how it affected 
the modern sports of foil, epee, 
sabre, and other sword sports,” 
he said. The more advanced 
students in fencing have the 
ability to explore other fencing 
styles and compete with one 
another. 

Calling himself an eclectic 
teacher and acknowledging his 
over-usage of puns, Krueger 
makes the fencing class 
available to all skill levels. 
His only requirement is that 
each student have an inquiring 
and curious mind. A regular 
class involves honing the basic 
skills required of a fencing 
match. “Once the students 
have been introduced to the 
basics, the second half of 
each quarter students get to 
practice those skills in sparring 
with each other as well as 
continuing to learn more 
advanced skills,” Krueger 
said. 

Krueger wants his students 
to continue to work on their 
skills after Kalamazoo 

College, hoping to encourage 
his students to develop and 
continuing living a healthy 
lifestyle long past their years 
at K as he was taught when he 
was a student at Kalamazoo 
College. 

Fencing Gym Class is Worth A Stab  
John Krueger teaches 

a gym class that all can 
enjoy 

ALICIA MADGWICK
contributor

 [Photo submitted by Gabriel Stanley]
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Partisan Gerrymandering and Gill v. Whitford: 

I could fill pages arguing 
why partisan gerrymander-
ing is bad. Put simply, it is an 
anti-democratic practice that 
ensures the continued power 
of one party at the expense 
of the voter’s will. Modern 
gerrymandering is not your 
grandparent’s gerrymander-
ing. Aided by software and 
reams of data, the maps of 
today are being drawn with 
inexcusably biased preci-
sion.  It should not be hard 
to denounce the basic princi-
ple of partisan gerrymander-
ing. While both parties have 
spoken out against partisan 
gerrymandering from time 
to time, there are two tricky 
arguments that seem to get 
in the way of any progress 
on the issue. 

First, gerrymandering 
apologists will claim that 
this is a partisan question, 
not a judicial one. That is, 
it is up for politicians to 

decide. Not necessarily 
because it is a good idea 
for politicians to decide, 
but because it is a slippery 
slope for the courts to start 
influencing the politics of 
the nation. At first glance, 
this makes sense. After all, 
the power of the courts lies 
in their (ideal) neutrality and 
separation from the parti-
san tussles of the moment. 
It allows them to see the 
big picture. 

Partisan gerrymandering 
is less an issue of politics, 
and more an issue of justice. 
Precedent has ruled that the 
issue is up for judicial anal-
ysis under the right circum-
stances, and for good reason. 
It undermines the right to 
vote by intentionally deval-
uing specific voices — pe-
nalizing people for holding 
certain opinions — and it 
does so by profiling citi-
zens based on their affili-
ations. Essentially, this is 
an example of state govern-
ments engaging in explicit 
discrimination by valuing 
certain forms of expression 
over others, a practice at 
odds with the intentions of 
the First Amendment: en-

suring free expression. Po-
litical expression, through 
voting, is not free if it is 
limited by gerrymandering.

A second, related concern 
has to do with the nature of 
partisan gerrymandering 
itself. What is it? This ques-
tion gave Justice Kennedy 
pause in the 2004 Vieth v. 
Jubelirer decision, where he 
agreed that while partisan 
gerrymandering is capable 
of violating the constitu-
tion, it would be danger-

Will the Supreme Court 
side with the evidence 

or continue to dodge the 
hard questions? 

ous for the court to decide 
gerrymandering decisions 
without a common defini-
tion of the phenomenon. 
This is a valid question, 
but unfortunately for ger-
rymandering apologists, it 
already has a hard, mathe-
matical answer. 

The answer in Gill v. 
Whitford is the “efficien-
cy gap,” which measures 
what percentage of the 
votes within a district were 
“wasted” to elect a given 

candidate. What does wasted 
mean within this context? 
The goal of gerrymander-
ing is to get your opponent 
to waste their votes. Inten-
tionally fill a district with 
80 percent Republicans and 
the minority of Democrats 
will have their votes wasted, 
because there is no con-
ceivable way to elect their 
candidate. This tactic could 
benefit the Republicans if 
they drew the map … but 
what if the Democrats did? 

[Photo courtesy of www.courts.state.co.us]

In that case, they might be 
trying to squeeze most of 
the Republican votes into 
one or two districts, which 
would result in the Repub-
lican voters wasting their 
votes on a small number of 
easy victories. 

The efficiency gap is not 
the perfect measure, but 
it is undoubtedly what we 
need right now. An amicus 
brief co-authored 18 elec-
tion scholars identifying the 
gerrymandering at issue in 
Gill v. Whitford as espe-
cially biased is just one of 
many statements that have 
been produced by political 
scientists in support of the 
plaintiffs. While their field 
has produced many mea-
sures of gerrymandering 
with unique pros and cons, 
the fact that so many schol-
ars can rally around this 
case should tell us that Gill 
v. Whitford is a rare oppor-
tunity that may never come 
again. Partisan gerryman-
dering is a trend that can 
be empirically identified 
and must be dealt with on 
judicial terms.

  
This Week at K 

Wednesday, Oct. 11

Career? I Just Got 
Here! (FYF) 

11:05 a.m., Dewing 103

Learning Across      
Borders (FYF)

7:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m., 
Hicks Banquet Rm

Thursday, Oct. 12

Criminal & Civil     
Options (Title IX)

7 p.m., Hicks 
Banquet Rm West

Black Infant Mortality 
(FYF)

8 p.m., Dewing 103

Friday, Oct. 13

Fall Break Day 
Chicago Trip

8:30 a.m., Chicago

What Does It Mean 
To Be White?

4 p.m., ARCUS

Sunday, Oct. 15

Student Funding Board- 
Weekly Meeting

7 p.m., Hicks 111B

Index Radio is seeking submissions for a new arts-focused podcast. 

Poetry, short stories, musical performances 
or compositions, and more are welcomed. 

For more information, contact index@kzoo.edu

Want to be featured on ?

CAVAN BONNER
contributor

No Excuses This Time
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Art Hop, the monthly 
Kalamazoo art fair, reads 
more like a treasure hunt 
to first-timers. It is not a 
street lined with stands or 
booths; rather, Art Hop 
requires a bit of hide-and-
seek. This month’s event 
included a bank with art 
inside and artists who stood 
by the door to answer any 
questions. Despite the 
seeming complexity of the 
routes, Art Hop’s unique 
style made it all the more 
alluring. 

Shops and galleries 
participating had signs to 
usher people in, however, 
to find the shops in advance 
proved more difficult. 
Shop owners often put out 
appetizers at no cost for 

the public. The artists were 
pleasantly offering insight 
to curious onlookers, which 
made the experience more 
engaging. 

High school students read 
aloud at some events. One 
in particular brought Dr. 
Seuss to life to grab the 
public’s attention. On the 
other side of the street music 
played as people danced. It 
was quite a site as one man, 
covered in bright orange 
started a dance off amongst 
the various dancers. 

The art was beautiful 
and thought provoking. A 
restaurant featured paintings 
of anime characters mixed 
with celebrities. The nature 
pieces were lifelike, the 
3D made the viewer feel 
as though they could just 
reach in and touch it. 

Art Hop is a fun event 
and happens the first Friday 
of every month. Students 
looking to explore and 
experience the city of 
Kalamazoo, will enjoy this 
fair that celebrates local 
artists.

Art dispersed through-
out the city provides a 
fun and engaging way to 
spend a Friday evening.

kimberly zuniga 
contributor

Art Hop: Art Fair or Scavenger Hunt?

Kelly Haughland ‘18 poses with her exhibit, as featured in the 
Kalamazoo College Community Studio [Courtesy of Savannah 

Kinchen]

Art Hop attendees enjoyed a wide variety of exhibits. [Courtesy of Savannah Kinchen] 

Park Trades Center served as a vibrant center for the October Art 
Hop [Courtesy of Savannah Kinchen]

K Abroad: Featured Photos

Andrew Parsons ‘19 is currently on the study abroad program in Erlangen, Germany. 
These photos chronicle his excursion to the Alps.

The Index is seeking submissions of photos, poetry and reflective creative writing pieces from 
students who are currently on study abroad.

Please send submissions to index@kzoo.edu 

Studying abroad?
Want to be featured here?
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 Athlete Profile: Getting to Know Rachael Gallap

From the neighboring 
town of Portage, Rachael 
Gallap ‘21 decided to come 
to one of the local colleges 
in the city of Kalamazoo and 
continue her student athlete 
career as a cross country 
runner. Cross country is a 
sport in which a team of 
runners competes in a meet. 
They all run individually to 
score points for their team. 
With deciding to come to 
Kalamazoo College Gallap 
is looking to further her 
education and running 
career.

“I really like the academic 
standards set for student 
athletes. School comes 
first, but your sport is also 
a huge part of your college 
experience,” Gallap said.

The college experience 
is something that varies for 
everyone depending on what 
they involve themselves in. 
Through sports the athlete 
is coming in with a group 
of people that they already 

know. Orientation week is 
different for them as far 
as people they know and 
the schedule they have. 
Athletic teams provide a 
group atmosphere that, to 
a first-year at K, is hard to 
come by.

“I chose K because I liked 
the XC [cross country] team 
a lot. They were really nice 
and welcoming, so that was a 
huge key [to my decision],” 
said Gallap.

First-year athletes have 
to very quickly find the 

balance of school, fun 
and their sport. Gallap has 
found what she thinks to 
be a decent balance with 
school and cross country 
which she is very passionate 
about. The team this year has 
ran in multiple races so far. 
In her first couple races as 
a Hornet, Gallap ran very 
close to her personal record 
(PR). Now her focus is to 
the week leading up to pre-
nationals on Oct. 14.

“I’m looking forward to 
the big meets where places 

really matter and the teams 
all are at each other’s necks 
looking to win. From what 
I’ve done and seen I can only 
look towards the future.”

Gallap placed 54th in the 
Hornets’ meet in Holland. 
Since then she has been 
battling it out with school 

work and her health to get 
ready for pre-nationals.

“I didn’t get to race today 
(Oct. 6) because of the 
bronchitis and hurting my 
back in Holland. I didn’t 
realize it [my back] was 
that bad until now.”

Throughout the struggles 

This Week in Hornet Sports
Wednesday, Oct. 11:
• Men’s Soccer 
 @ Adrian 7:00 p.m.
• Women’s Volleyball 
 @ Alma 7:00 p.m. 

GRIFFIN CONLEY
layout editor

First-Year Cross 
Country Runner Races 
Through Fall Quarter

of being a student-athlete 
and her health issues Gallap 
only had positive views of 
the team and the rest of the 
season.

“The season ahead holds 
a lot of potential for me and 
everyone [on the team],” 
Gallap said.

The Athletic Leadership 
Council at Kalamazoo 
College, or ALC, is an 
organization dedicating to 
serving student athletes, 
as cited in their mission 
statement, by “promoting 
opportunity, protecting 
student-athlete welfare 
and fostering a positive 
student-athlete image, as 
well as create connections 
between student-athletes 
and the greater college 
community.” The members 

Athletic Leadership Council Supports Student Athletes

MADELINE WOODS
sports editor

President Sarah George 
‘19 reflects on the role 
and importance of 
ALC

are made up of athletes from 
a variety of different sports 
teams. This year’s executive 
board includes Sarah George 
‘19 (soccer) as president, 
Shannon Irvine ‘18 (cross 
country) as vice president, 
Alex Oswalt ‘18 (tennis) 
as secretary, Dani Simon 
‘18 (basketball) as financial 
director, Jordan Wiley ‘19 
(baseball) as public relations, 
and Libby Munoz ‘20 
(soccer) as underclassman 
representative.

“Developing relationships 
is one of the most incredible 
opportunities we have in 
life and I like to believe 
that ALC cultivates a 
space in which Kalamazoo 
College athletes can foster 
meaningful connections 
with each other, the college 

community, as well as the 
community outside of K,” 
said ALC president, Sarah 
George ‘19. George is 
currently participating in her 
third year of varsity soccer 
for Kalamazoo College and 
is currently co-captain of 
her team.

The ALC organizes and 
runs a variety of athletic 
based events and programs 
both for K College and 
the larger Kalamazoo 
community. The community 
programs include Special 
Olympics competitions 
for soccer, basketball, and 
track, Girls on the Run and 
a day spent volunteering at 
Woodward Elementary. The 
ALC’s college based events 
include the Hornet Awards 
for K student athletes, and 

Courtesy of Kalamazoo College Athletics

Courtesy of Valerie Ott

the Why We Play community 
reflection among other 
events.”

“I am so excited to 
be a part of a group that 
participates in wonderful 
programs such as Special 
Olympics and I hope to 
contribute in a meaningful 
way the ways our leaders 
in the past have. I am also 
extremely excited to work 
with the kind, passionate, 
driven, intelligent members 
of the board and ALC as a 
whole,” George said of her 
role as president. George 
spoke of the importance of 
making connections and 
developing relationships 
both inside and outside of 
Kalamazoo College.

“As Division 3 athletes, 
we do not get the recognition 

or ‘perks’ that athletes at 
bigger schools get but we do 
care a lot about our sports. 
We want to cultivate an 
environment at K in which 
athletes feel supported and 
encouraged in all they do,” 
said George when asked 
what direction she hoped to 
take the ALC this year. “As 
an executive board, we think 
there is no better time than 
now to make this a priority, 
especially in light of the 
NCAA and MIAA sanctions 
these past few years.”

Despite the setbacks 
Kalamazoo College sports 
teams have faced since the 
NCAA and MIAA sanctions 
occurred, George remains 
excited and dedicated to 
her fellow student-athletes: 
“Student athletes at K work 

relentlessly to accomplish 
the things they care about 
and I am fortunate to 
work closely with these 
individuals.”

Friday, Oct. 13:
• Men’s Golf 
 @ MIAA Fall Finish 10:00 a.m.

 

Saturday, Oct. 14:
• Men’s Golf 
 @ MIAA Fall Finish (Day 2) 10:00 a.m.
• Women’s Cross Country 
 @ Pre-Nationals 11:00 a.m.
• Men’s Cross Country 
 @ Pre-Nationals 12:00 p.m. 
• Swimming & Diving 
 @ Saginaw Valley State 1:00 p.m.
• Men’s Soccer 
 @ Alma 12:00 p.m.
• Women’s Soccer 
 @ Hope 12:00 p.m.
• Football 
 @ Trine 1:00 p.m. 
• Women’s Volleyball 
 @ Illinois Tech 1:00 p.m. 
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Flipping Through
The Index
A glimpse into 140 years 
of service to the student

ADDIE DANCER
news editor

Sometimes, I think we 
forget how old Kalamazoo 
College really is.

    It’s easy enough to spout 
the fact that we are one of 
the top one hundred oldest 
academic institutions in the 
country, older even than the 
state we reside in. It’s also 
easy to bask in the glow of 
an academic reputation that 
has been painstakingly cul-
tivated for nearly two cen-
turies, complete with the 
traditional college aesthet-
ic of ivy-covered towers. 
It is much more difficult 
to understand what all that 
really means.

    I spent the bulk of 
my long weekend waist-
deep in the Kalamazoo 
College Digital Archives, 
reading through old copies 
of The Index in the vain 
hope of doing exactly this: 
to capture the paper’s his-
torical “essence” so that I 
may put it into words and 
share it with our contempo-
rary readers. But through-
out the process, I have come 
to realize that the 140-year-
long history of The Index, 
like most 140-year-long his-
tories, cannot be truly cap-
tured in the course of a single 
article (even if my editors 
were kind enough to increase 
the word limit for me).

    To give you a good 
idea of how old the paper 
actually is and perhaps an 

understanding of the value 
of recording for posteri-
ty, the very first edition of 
The Index in 1877 lists the 
annual cost of tuition for 
a semester at Kalamazoo 
College at a grand total of 
$6. One 1899 issue includes 
an editorial encouraging 
students to come out and 
meet the visiting service-
men from the 33rd Michi-
gan Volunteers, who fought 
for the Union in the Amer-
ican Civil War. 

    As time goes on, one 
can see American and world 
history unfolding in the 
pages through the eyes of 
those on campus. The In-
dustrial Revolution mani-
fests itself in both pro- and 
anti-labor union editorials, 
while reports of K students 
and alumni serving in both 
world wars line the “person-
al” section. The Summer of 
Love can be read in an in-
vestigative piece on public 
perception of LSD, and the 
HIV/AIDS crisis comes to 
campus in “Off the Quad” 
polls about the installation 
of condom dispensers in the 
residence halls. 

Of course, The Index’s 
first and foremost goal 
was always to report on 
the college itself, particu-
larly, events and individu-
als on campus, with their 
emotional and journalistic 
weight ranging from pieces 
like “Allergy Season Hits 
K” to “Investigation Con-
firms Deaths to be Mur-
der-Suicide.” Most often, 
our history is explicit; a 
front-page news story about 

the dedication of Stetson 
Chapel in April of 1932 or 
the inauguration of College 
President Weimer K. Hicks 
in 1953, for example. Other 
times, it can be read between 
the lines; such is the case in 
1962 feature, encouraging 
students to “prepare” for a 
literary journal “years” in 
the making -- foreshadow-
ing what would ultimately 
become The Cauldron.

In this, one can see the 
college’s spirit of activism 
and social justice through-
out the pages of The Index, 
both in the events its writers 
chose to report on, as well as 
in how they chose to report 
on them. More than a decade 
before some of us joined 
the 2017 Women’s March, 
The Index was reporting on 
K students traveling to the 
nation’s capital to protest 
the controversial election of 
George W. Bush. The 1960s 
brought a number of articles 
on student-lead Vietnam 
“Peace Vigils” and campus 
response to the assassina-
tions of major figures of 
the period, as well as scath-
ing editorials on “racist” 
campus policies in light of 
the growing Civil Rights 
Movement. As far back as 
1912, the campus’s long-
time drive to change our 
world can be summed up 
in one of the many poems 
published by the paper, en-
titled “The Bitter Cry of the 
Oppressed,” which reads: 

[Elyse Tuennerman / The Index]

INDEX on page 2

Interview with Colin 
Smith ‘15

Interview with Amanda 
Stitt ‘02

A reflection on the 
evolution of The Index 
and its mission since 

1877.

140 Years oF The Index:
a noTe From The ediTors 

DELANEY FORDELL
co-editor-in-chief

“The Index for 1877-78 
will be, so far as its present 
editors can make it, all that 
the name implies,” the inau-
gural issue of The College 
Index reads. “It is the duty 
of all who have an interest 
at Kalamazoo to see that it 
does not fail through want 
of means.” 

For a subscription cost of 
50 cents, members of the 
Kalamazoo College commu-
nity received four issues of 
the campus newspaper that 
first year. The College Index 
set out to amplify the voices 
of campus by featuring stu-
dent-produced journalism, 
creative writing, and current 
events. Yet, alongside these 
high-minded goals, even the 
earliest publications have a 
witty tone that feels distinc-
tively Kalamazoo College -- 
a personal ad from that first 
issue, for example, reads 
“Information wanted by a 
Soph; how to find the locus 
of what little General Ge-
ometry there is in his brain.” 

One hundred and forty 
years later, our 2017 campus 
newsroom feels, in some 
ways, worlds away from the 
experience of The College 
Index staff of 1877. Our ar-

ticles are written and edited 
on personal laptops, color 
photographs are traded 
between photographers 
and editors in a matter of 
seconds, and our weekly 
paper is distributed for free 
both in print and on our 
website. 

Yet, The College Index’s 
original mission still sits at 
the heart of our work. As the 
editors wrote in November 
of 1877, “To the students 
it will be what each one 
of the will wish as a me-
morial in after life of his 
college days. To outside 
friends it will be a complete 
record of the college. To all 
alumni who retain any inter-
est in their alma mater, and 
the welfare of their former 
companions, it will be in-
dispensable.” These words 
ring true even today.

And as we appreciate 
this valuable record of the 
past of Kalamazoo College, 
we hope that this student 
newspaper can continue to 
evolve. Our past as a publi-
cation has had many vari-
ations, each reflecting the 
time period in which it was 
written -- The Index has 
always chronicled the intri-
cacies of student life, and 
the concerns that plague 
campus. 

In the first edition, “As 
Seen from Prospect Hill” 
reflects on the scenery of 
our campus. “Her tribute is 
the confidence and love of 
her students and the highest 
esteem of all who know her,” 
the author writes. Through 
the ages, The Index has con-

ELYSE TUENNERMAN
co-editor-in-chief

tinued to mark the successes 
of our campus and commu-
nity. Yet examination also 
reveals a changing attitude, 
with The Index becoming a 
source that is increasingly 
aware and critical of deci-
sions -- both college-scale 
and worldwide -- that affect 
student life. 

Thus, in 2017, our mission 
is to continue to keep our 
student body informed of 
the decisions made in our 
college community and 
beyond. We aim to share 
this information in an objec-
tive and informative manner 
that allows our readership 
to reflect and make their 
own opinions. We strive to 
collaborate with students, 
faculty, and staff in pro-
ducing a student newspaper 
that is inclusive and diverse. 
And using the technology of 
our time, we hope to keep 
our community up-to-date 
on events as they happen. 
This mission acknowledg-
es and mirrors the goals of 
our founders, as we hold 
The Index accountable as a 
record of the college.

We present this special an-
niversary edition to celebrate 
the history and legacy of our 
140-year-old college news-
paper. It includes stories by 
and about Index staffers past 
and present, and selections 
from notable Index issues. 
So many students have con-
tributed to this paper through 
the years, and we hope that 
this issue inspires nostalgia, 
appreciation and joy for and 
about the important work 
that they have done. 

Years of Service to the Student

Anniversary Edition:
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.

I
THE INDEX

Co-Editor-in-Chief.........Elyse Tuennerman
Co-Editor-in-Chief.............Delaney Fordell
News Editor.............................Addie Dancer
Features Editor..............MaryClare Colombo
A&E Editor.................. Sharmeen Chauhdry
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Web Editor........................Andrew Parsons
Layout Editor..........................Raphael Wieland
Layout Editor............................Kevin McCarty
Layout Editor..............................Griffin Conley
Copy Editor.................MaryClare Colombo
Photo Editor.................................Katia Dermot
Staff Writer.....................Alicia Madgwick
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Staff Writer......................Cavan Bonner
Staff Writer.........................Emma Theiss
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EDITORIAL POLICY

Life lessons learned at K

ComForTable being unComForTable

MEGAN ENDERSCHMIDT
alum contributor

It is the end of August 
2001; I have spent the past 
year teaching English in 
Paraguay for six months 
followed by three months 
of travel with my mother 
in Egypt and Europe, in 
the era before 9/11. My 
summer as a waitress at 
the Olive Garden was still 
only a few days behind me 
before my mother and I de-
parted to Kalamazoo, Mich-
igan so I could participate 
in the LandSea Pre-orienta-
tion program at Kalamazoo 
College. It is at a BBQ for 
out-of-state students, hosted 
by someone from the Admis-
sion Office, where I have the 
pleasure of meeting fellow 
2005 classmate Joana Olson 
for the first time.  We talked 
about life in Maine, where 
I grew up and Texas where 
she was from, my mom and 
her dad talking pleasantly. 
Later we sit next to each 
other on the bus ride up to 

Killarney Provincial Park 
in Ontario, Canada, where 
the program once took place 
and where we would end 
up being when the Twin 
Towers fell.

Back on campus I am in 
Andy Mozina’s first-year 
seminar class reading The 
Bluest Eye by Toni Morri-
son and Into the Wild by 
Jon Krakauer, discussing 
them with Steven Yeun who 
would later star as Glenn 
Rhee on the hit TV show 
The Walking Dead and the 
Netflix original Okja, one 
of my favorite releases this 
year. Sarah Lindley taught 
a course in Object Investi-
gation and it helped deepen 
my understanding of materi-
als and the artistic process, 
along with the smell of an 
old fashioned black and 
white photography studio 
and lectures by Richard 
Koenig all of which would 
inspire me to later attend 
graduate school for my 
M.F.A.-Studio Art, at Mills 
College in Oakland, Califor-
nia where I have now lived 
for over 12 years. Oakland 

PHOTOS OF THE WEEK

is where I meet other Ka-
lamazoo College graduates 
such as my husband’s White 
Crain Silat Kung Fu instruc-
tor, Laura Mazolla or Dia 
Penning who is also a fan 
of my favorite children’s 
Bay Area Hip Hop Group, 
Alphabet Rockers. 

I hope what you read now 
stays with you for years to 
come as it has in courses like 
Women, Gender and Sexu-
ality by Amy Elman, Amy 
Smith and Kirin Cunning-
ham which are still some of 
the most memorable. The 
Price of Motherhood by 
Ann Crittenden gave me 
no illusions about the dif-
ficulty of raising a child, 
an adventure I began over 
a year ago and that contin-
ues to challenge and amaze 
me. Less than a month ago 
I was able to attend Joana 
Olson’s wedding, where 
her college roommate of 
four years, Caycee Sledge, 
gave a wonderful toast as 
the maid of honor and re-
minded me of the time and 
adventures shared at 
Kalamazoo College.   Megan Enderschmidt ‘05 (left) attends the wedding of Joana Olson ‘05 and Steve Royal. (Courtesy of Megan Enderschmidt)

A Review of the Opinion 
Section Since the Start 

of The Index

Time Capsule oF sTudenT ThoughT

GABRIEL STANLEY
opinions editor

Understanding the change 
of the Index in its entirety is 
a monumental task perhaps 
best suited as a project of 
an aspiring anthropologist. 
Beginning in a year where 
Rutherford B. Hayes became 
the successor to Ulysses S. 
Grant as president of the 
United States, attempting 
to map the adaptation of 
the opinions section of The 
Index becomes not simple, 
but incredibly interesting.

The opinions shared in the 
first volume of The Index 
in 1877, sharing their place 

alongside poems written by 
students and English trans-
lations of the first 58 lines 
of the Iliad, argue for the 
punishment of those arriving 
late to chapel service while 
referencing the customs of 
ancient Gauls to emphasize 
their point. There are more 
opinions on the disuse of 
the gymnastics facilities as 
well as precautionary writ-
ings telling students to avoid 
sickness within the campus.

Venturing into the 1920s, 
the paper began to estab-
lish the opinion section as 
the location where students 
or members of the college 
community would be able to 
write their own opinion and 
send it in. The paper became 
a place for student expres-
sion in a time where it was 

not as easily shared via any 
form of social media. The 
paper’s goal was to find stu-
dents with voices that had 
not been heard and allow 
them to speak their mind, 
whether it was regarding the 
cost of baseball facilities.

The 1960s marked a 
period of continued letters 
to the editors ranting on 
the injustices of the war to 
a student submission from 
abroad, urging all who read 
to visit the great country of 
Sierra Leone. It is not until 
the 1990s when The Index 
begins to look the way that 
it does today, with a mix of 
staff writers who can write 
about the evaluation of aid 
that should be sent to de-
veloping countries and stu-
dents who send letters to the 

editor from abroad regard-
ing the violence in Colom-
bia as a part of their Senior 
Individualized Project.

The paper has come a long 
way, changing each issue 
with the dynamic opinions 
of those on campus and the 
incalculable degree of dif-
ference within the culture 
itself. The opinions section 
comprises mostly of staff 
writers, focusing on issues 
that are present within the 
local community. The focus 
has shifted to local contro-
versies that can be extrapo-
lated into a larger context of 
the United States and world.

There is, however, a slight 
return to the past charac-
teristics of The Index with 
the call for more non-staff 
writers, focusing more on 

the idea of the letter to the 
editor than. Impassioned stu-
dents are easy to find on any 
college campus, responses 
are often shared online as 
a result of technological 
advances, and those who 
share their mind on print 
are present yet fewer.

Looking back at the first 
volume of The Index, it is 
not difficult to feel that it is 
mired in its own time, in-
extricably tied to the events 
that made it relevant when 
it was published. The hope 
for the opinions section is 
that the same can be said in 
another 140 years, that opin-
ions have changed and the 
paper does well within its 
own relevant context.

Tell me not in joyful numbers, 
History is a pleasant dream.
No, it is a horrid nightmare!!!
For the cursed, a proper theme. 

    Of course, it was not 
always deadly serious. 
Rather, I think the thing 
surprised me the most about 
The Index through the years 
is its incredible capacity for 
humor. Long before Buzz-
kill ever became a thing, 
K students were funny. In 
the paper’s very first issue, 
in-between a serious ed-
itorial regarding college 
funding and a report on 
student organizations with 
names like “Sherwood Rhe-
torical Society” and “The 
Philolexian Lyceum,” can be 
found a poem entitled “How 
to Eat a Potato.” Ten years 
later, under a section enti-

tled “locals,” some smartass 
writes that “it is again be-
coming quite popular among 
the college boys to think 
they can raise full beards and 
several of them are trying 
it.” What’s more, there have 
been a ridiculous number 
of satirical sections over 
the years: the 1980s and 
1990s had “Backpage” and 
“Sindex,” respectively, with 
such timepieces as “Molly 
Ringwald’s Lips Explode” 
and “The End of the World 
As We Know It, and We’re 
Not Fine,” recounted by 
such legendary journalists as 
“Ralph the Wonder Llama,” 
“Joan of Arc” and “R.U. 
Shyttynmie.”

With all this said, I hope 
our readers can forgive 
the decades-long gaps one 
could undoubtedly find in 
my genuine, but ultimate-
ly failed attempt to capture 

the elusive essence of our 
paper. I am convinced that to 
truly understand the history 
of The Index, one must also 
understand the history of the 
college, the state, and the 
country that it exists within 
-- no easy feat, to be sure. 
Someone could write a SIP -- 
and maybe someone should 
-- about the The Index and 
its historical place in our 
campus community, and it 
might still never capture all 
we have been, all that we 
are, and all we still hope 
to be.

INDEX FROM PAGE 1
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A Media Career Inspired by The Index

Amanda Stitt was the type 
of first-year that wanted to 
do it all. She did not just join 
the College Democrats -- she 
founded them. She did not 
just write for The Index -- she 
was an editor. Her political 
activism has not only left a 
legacy at K, but led her to an 
incredible career.  

 With The Index, Stitt was 
the photo editor, one of the 
last in that position to use 
analog photography and a 
dark room rather than digital 
photography. She started at 
K as a psychology major 
but quickly fell in love with 
campaigning and politics. 
After an American government 
professor told her class, “you 
think globally but you don’t 
think locally,” she went to 
work with Debbie Stabenow 
her junior year. Ultimately, 
Sitt’s media work for The 

Amanda Stitt ‘02 talks 
about her path from The 
Index to Change Media 

Group

Index manifested into a greater 
interest in fusing media with 
activism. Coupled together, 
these interests brought Sitt and 
her husband to found a non-
profit organization, Change 

Media Group.
 Change Media Group 

started in 2012 out of 
Lansing and is now home 
to 12 employees broken 
into a creative team, project 

members, and data drivers. Of 
her team, Sitt said, “we work 
with a lot of candidates and 
causes to help them engage 
with voters and donors so 
they can tell their story and 

what their vision is … we do 
a lot of that through video.” 
Change Media essentially 
links the candidate and their 
mission to ways in which most 
Americans can access that 
mission: through media. This 
is something Stitt has been 
doing since her college career.

 Stitt has been especially 
busy with Change Media 
throughout the Trump 
administration with a large 
influx of individuals that 
are interested in running for 
office. However, Change 
Media also works with 
businesses, movements, 
and education organizations 
as well. For example, they 
have recently been working 
in Detroit to push for more 
career-line and trade schools 
so students can bounce into 
profitable jobs straight out of 
high school. They have also 
been supporting progressive 
movements to help decrease 
California’s rate of poverty, 
the highest in the United 
States.

 Working at The Index 
largely formulated what she 
would be doing in her future 

with media, writing, and 
activism. Stitt said, “when I 
was there … The Index was 
a really unique and important 
voice for the campus.” Stitt 
describes how tense the 
climate at K was when she 
was here largely due to the 
murder-suicide in DeWaters 
her sophomore fall. All of 
the things that happened on 
campus afterwards made 
The Index a crucial voice on 
campus and not just a news 
outlet. She also said of K, 
“being a small lib arts school, 
we have the opportunity to 
have discussion big thing,” 
which is exactly what she is 
able to do now through her 
career. Stitt said lastly that 
she is incredibly proud to have 
graduated from K, a school 
that prepared her largely for 
the things that she would be 
doing in the future.

James Goodwin Reflects Back  

Now he is a Senior Policy 
Analyst in Washington, 
D.C., but back when he 
was heralding the opinions 
section of The Index, James 
Goodwin ‘03 thought that he 
was undeniably cool.

    One of his fondest 
memories of working with The 
Index was when he snagged 
a leaked copy of Radiohead’s 
“Kid A” album a few weeks 
before its release. “It’s still 
one of my all-time favorite 
records,” Goodwin said. “I 
was able to publish a review 
of it in The Index before it 
officially dropped. I thought 
I was so cool -- I was not.” 

Goodwin also started 

Former Index editor 
fondly remembers his 

time at Kalamazoo 
College 

multiple columns with his 
friends. During his sophomore 
year, he and his roommate 
created “The Backpage,” 
where they used the last 
page of each week’s edition 
of The Index to satirize events 
happening around Kalamazoo 
College. “We thought we 
were hilarious -- we were 
not,” he reflects. He went 
on to start “The Beer Snob 
Corner” which spotlighted and 
reviewed beers, focusing on 
local microbreweries. 

    Outside of The Index, 
Goodwin took full advantage 
of the K-Plan. He studied 
abroad in Madrid, Spain, 
where he met the woman who 
is now his wife. “We shared 
so many great moments that 
we still treasure now over 16 
years later,” he said. 

    After leaving Kalamazoo 
College, he went to law school 
-- but instead of becoming a 
lawyer, he followed another 

passion. “Much of practicing 
law is about ‘using’ the 
law, such as in courtrooms 
or contracts negotiation.” 
Goodwin said. “But during 

law school, I became more 
interested in how laws were 
‘made’ -- the policy side of 
things.” He earned a master’s 
degree in public policy and 

now works at a D.C.-based 
think tank called the Center 
for Progressive Reform. 

    Goodwin feels strongly 
that his experience at The 
Index helped to prepare him 
for his career. “It’s not hard to 
draw a straight line between 
the opinion pieces I used to 
write for The Index back in the 
day and much of the work I do 
today,” he said. “For example, 
I do a lot of blogging and I 
place a lot of op-eds. I’m sure 
I would be mortified by how 
poorly written my stuff was 
back then. But, at the very 
least, it ignited my passion 
for doing that kind of writing, 
and to strive continually at 
improving.” 

    Goodwin has advice for 
current students: “It might be 
hard to believe now, but some 
day you are the folks who will 
be running the joint -- you will 
be leaders in your businesses 
and in your community. You’re 

in the unique position to do 
a lot of good in the world. 
Embrace it. Take it seriously. 
Make the most of it.” 

    Reflecting on his few 
college regrets, he encourages 
students to explore the city and 
all that it has to offer. “I wish 
I had done more off-campus 
stuff, whether it involved 
volunteering in the community 
of Kalamazoo or engaging 
with national political 
advocacy organizations. I 
think that would have made 
me a much more attractive 
applicant to grad school.” 

ALICIA MADGWICK
staff writer

James Goodwin ‘03 [Courtesy of James Goodwin] 

[Courtesy of Amanda Stitt]

As soon as Denna Stinson 
‘97 stepped onto the 
Kalamazoo College campus, 
she knew that she would be 
a student there someday. She 
felt in that moment that was 
the college for her. “One 
foot on the campus and that 
was it. It was like when I 
met my husband, and I just 
knew,” Stinson reflected. She 
graduated in 1997 with a major 
in political science and a minor 
in international studies, after 
an amazing four years’ worth 
of experiences. 

    Stinson was involved in 
The Index throughout her four 
years at K, slowly moving 
through the organization 
from writer to editor-in-
chief. Stinson remembers her 
time with the newspaper as 
being busy and high-energy. 
“We were just goofballs. 
Remembering back, it was 
crazy,” Stinson said. 

Writers would submit their 
articles on floppy discs, and 
the editor-in-chief would pull 
an all-nighter before it was 
published each week. Each 
layout had to be physically 
cut and pasted together on a 
light board. The editors were 

at the mercy of the writers 
-- writers had to physically 
hand in the discs with their 
stories for the week. Without 
cell phones or Facebook, it 
was next to impossible to 
track staff members down if 
a deadline was missed.

One of her most vivid 
memories of The Index is 
of the old radio they had in 
the newsroom. “They would 

always play this radio station, 
and there was just this girl 
who would always win free 
pizzas,” Stinson said. She also 
remembers spending hours 
on Scrabble tournaments. 
In retrospect, she reflects, 
that time spent chatting 
with friends may have been 
responsible for the long hours 
and scramble for deadlines 
that she experienced as editor-

in-chief.
Aside from the experience 

and relationships, Stinson 
learned a lot about writing by 
being a part of The Index. “It 
really taught me how to handle 
a specific style of writing. 
Our advisor taught me a trick 
about transitioning between 
paragraphs that I still use to 
this day,” said Stinson. 

Stinson pursued her 

master’s degree at Lawrence 
Technological University, and 
while she never completed 
it, she was well prepared for 
the time she did spend there. 
“I was getting all A’s, it was 
a piece of cake compared to 
K. K more than prepared me 
for furthered education,” said 
Stinson. 

While she was a student at 
Kalamazoo College, Stinson 
studied abroad and France. 
She says that it gave her a lot 
of perspective. “It taught me 

how hard it is to be an outsider, 
and now that I live in such a 
diverse community it made 
me very compassionate for 
those who come here from 
a different country,” said 
Stinson. 

Her one piece of advice 
for all students here at K is 
that “Life does not end after 
college. It just takes a few 
adjustments, be patient with 
yourself.” And to those in The 
Index, “Meet your deadlines!”

Denna Stinson: On Floppy Discs and Free Pizzas
Former editor-in-chief 

remembers her time with 
The Index

EMMA THEISS
staff writer

 Denna Stinson ‘97 with husband Steve, daughter Katherine (11) and son Aaron (9), on vacation this past summer. 
[Courtesy of Denna Stinson]

JULIA WOODS
staff writer

 Denna Stinson ‘ 97 on study abroad in 1996, traveling in Heiselborg, Swe-
den. [Courtesy of Denna Stinson]
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Former Index Editor Finds Success as Young Adult Novelist 

When two Kalama-
zoo friends talked Helene 
Dunbar ‘87 into trying her 
hand at fiction, she ini-
tially set out to “prove to 
them that [she] couldn’t do 
it.” Far from proving them 
wrong, Dunbar confirmed 
their hunch by becoming a 
published young adult nov-
elist. Dunbar has released 
two novels, These Gentle 
Wounds and What Remains, 
and has two more coming in 
2018 and 2019, titled Boo-
merang and Prelude for Lost 
Souls, respectively.

The journey to Dunbar’s 
current career has been a 
long and circuitous one, 

built upon her rich and re-
warding K-Plan. Dunbar 
recalls former K professor 
Gail Griffin once telling her 
that she had “deviated from 
the then K-Plan more than 
any student she’d ever had 
at the time.” Dunbar remem-
bers her Kalamazoo College 
experience as “diverse, flex-
ible and challenging.” 

For Dunbar, the K-Plan 
made her “time at K feel im-
portant. Even then, I knew 
it would [be] a period of 
my life I would look back 
on with a certain amount of 
gravitas and love.  I would 
give a lot to be able to go 
back and enjoy a discussion 
of poetry on the lawn of 
Humphrey House, or work 
behind the scenes on a play 
at Balch.”

Each phase of Dunbar’s 
K-Plan built on previous op-
portunities. Her study away 
in New York with the Great 

Helene Dunbar reflects 
on her K-Plan and the 
journey that led her to 
the world of publishing 

Lakes Colleges Association 
program gave Dunbar the 
knowledge to win the Na-
tional College Theatre Asso-
ciation’s student critic com-
petition. This, in turn, sent 
her to the Eugene O’Neill 
Center, which would create 
the foundation for her SIP. 
This allowed Dunbar to 
work as “both a drama 
critic and as a dramaturge 
in Chicago.”

Beyond her undergraduate 
experience in playwriting, 
Dunbar also wrote and was 
an editor for The Index and 
served as music director and 
general manager for WJMD 
radio. Though she was not 
involved with the newspaper 
for her full four years, she 
enjoyed her time on staff and 
recalls that her “most lasting 
memory is of working hard 
and enjoying the teamwork 
that comes with working on 
any publication.” In addi-Helene Dunbar ‘87  [Courtesy of Helene Dunbar] 

tion to her extracurriculars, 
Dunbar also reflects that 
her “closest friends are still 
those I went to college with. 
Even though we’re spread 
all around the world, they 
are still my family.”

    Through it all, Dunbar 
confessed that she “hasn’t 
really followed a logical 
plan,” living in five states 
and two countries since 
leaving Michigan. Each 
move has brought her new 
opportunities. Over the 
years, Dunbar has mostly 
worked on “marketing for 
nonprofits, with a bit of 
music journalism thrown 
in.” Now that she is also a 
novelist, Dunbar reflects that 
“the business of publishing 
can be difficult though, even 
on good days. But honest-
ly, I’m not sure I’d change 
much if given the chance.”

CAVAN BONNER
staff writer

From Chance Encounter in College to a Career in Chicago

“To be a journalist is 
to be a professional dilet-
tante,” English Professor 
Marin Heinritz once said. 
Colin Smith ‘15 takes this to 
heart as he pursues a music 
and media writing career. 
During his time at Kalam-
azoo College, Smith took 
more English department 
classes than courses for his 
history major and American 
studies concentration. He 
took every journalism class 
offered, and became the ed-
itor-in-chief of The Index in 
the 2014-2015 school year.

Smith came to The Index 
by chance. Smith met The 
Index’s then Editor-in-Chief 
Matthew Muñoz ‘14 on the 
first day of class. Smith 
had never written journal-
istic-style articles until he 
started to write hard news 
for The Index. 

“I’ve always had the 
inkling to write, but I 
never had many oppor-
tunities before college to 
really have the structures 
and supports to dive into 
something like journalism,” 
East Grand Rapids High 
School graduate Smith said. 
“It was just all about good 
timing and bumping into 
the editor-in-chief at the 
right time.”

He was a staff writer for 
his first three years, and 
started doing freelance work 
and writing for Naked mag-
azine in his sophomore year. 
He started out with hard 
news writing finding it to 
be a good way to become 
involved on campus, but 
gravitated towards music 
writing. 

During his year as ed-
itor-in-chief, he pushed 
the editorial team to have 
an online presence and 
to be taken more serious-
ly. “Before, when I was a 
freshman, I vaguely recall 
people reading the paper and 
making fun of it and looking 
for copy edit mistakes, basi-

cally just to have something 
to talk sh*t about,” he said. 
“We really put our heads to-
gether and made sure that 
we had a tight system so we 
would print a high quality 
paper every single week. 
We really worked hard on 
getting the right copy editor 

Colin Smith ‘15 shares 
his journey from staff 
writing to a freelance 

career. 

and page editors, and every 
Tuesday night looking at 
the paper a thousand times 
to make sure that it looked 
good.”

Now he does music and 
arts freelance journalism, 
works part time for Illinois 
Humanities and does part-

time textbook editing for 
lower-income communities 
and victims of environmen-
tal injustice in Chicago. He 
also jumps into entrepre-
neurship opportunities when 
given the chance. 

“[Working with The 
Index] made me really good 
at sticking to deadlines, and 
also gave me the opportu-
nity to explore the greater 
Kalamazoo artistic commu-
nity,” Smith said. “In this 
day and age, it’s really hard 
to find a full-time writing 
job, but it’s so worthwhile 
because it gives you that 
license to be curious, and 
gives you that permission to 
do that. Having that sort of 
license really helps me and 
gave me the confidence in 
doing what I’m doing now.”

In addition to his bloom-
ing writing career, Smith 
considers music as a serious 
gig and practices every day. 
He was in a band while at 
K, and is in one in Chicago 
now. “I definitely got bit 
by the music bug when I 
was in high school learning 
how to write songs and play 

Colin Smith ‘15 [Courtesy of Colin Smith]

guitar,” Smith said. While 
at K, he was in the College 
Choir and added alto saxo-
phone and jazz guitar to his 
already long list of music 
interests.

He also enjoys film pho-
tography and “capturing a 
lot of color and texture and 
tone in a way that really 
speaks to [him].” He does 
digital photography to help 
with his music and art media 
freelance work. 

Smith advises those 
with any interest in media 
to “stick with it, because 
you never know what could 
happen. I didn’t expect to 
be involved with music fes-
tivals but my skills have 
been applicable and helpful 
to people. With journalism 
today it’s really hard to find 
a job, but it’s really easy to 
start a career.” 

MARYCLARE COLOMBO
features editor
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K in Five FeedbacK SeSSion 
ProvideS immerSive 
PerSPective on Strategic 
Plan

Two members of the 
strategic planning 
committee gave a 

comprehensive overview 
of the 2018-2023 
Strategic Map and 
solicited feedback 

CAVAN BONNER
staff writer

The Strategic Planning 
Committee, represented by 
Emily Good ‘18 and Amy 
Courter ‘83, hosted their 
second feedback session on 
Oct. 17 in Hicks Banquet 
Hall. The committee con-
sists of alumni, staff, faculty 
and students. The represen-
tatives introduced a first 
draft of what will eventually 
become the College’s stra-
tegic plan for the next five 
years. The plan consists of 
six categories for improve-
ment, with one cross-cut-
ting goal: to “Generate In-
clusion and Equity Through 
Systemic Change.” 

The first goal is to 
“Strengthen and Deepen 
Student Experience.” 
Central to this is reviewing 
and refreshing the K-Plan, 
which the has been inconsis-
tently advertised and inter-
preted, according the Com-
mittee. Other objectives 
include acknowledging and 
addressing the culture of 
stress within the student 

body, increasing the visibili-
ty and capacity of the alumni 
network, and strengthening 
faculty/student interaction. 

Point B, to “Engage and 
Foster Community,” iden-
tifies a need to increase 
student resilience, a quality 
that is increasingly being 
recognized as essential to 
student success. The third 
category, “Clarify and Com-
municate K’s Lifelong Value 
and Distinctiveness,” in-
cludes goals to raise K’s 
profile nationally and inter-
nationally by better commu-
nicating K’s distinctiveness.

The fourth point revolves 
around the planned devel-
opment of a grant program 
to “Foster and Support Mis-
sion-Driven Creativity.” 
Members of the K commu-
nity, including faculty, stu-
dents, and community part-
ners, constantly have great 
ideas the would enhance the 
college community and the 
larger world. The committee 
recognized that these ideas 
often get pushed back in the 
interest of finances. Having 
a separate fund dedicated 
to realizing these creative 
projects would allow them 
to happen sooner rather than 
later.

Point E is focused around 
improving the college’s fi-
nancial health and capaci-
ty. Much of this goal con-
sists of proposals for ways 

to grow financially without 
increasing tuition. A key 
focus is substantially in-
creasing the endowment. 
Good said that, “K’s values 
are that we educate every-
one. Even though we have a 
small endowment, we give 
a lot of it away in finan-
cial aid because K is about 
students.” The Committee 
also has highlighted stabi-
lizing enrollment as an es-
sential element in increas-
ing financial health.  

The final point broadly 
concerns maintaining and 
improving K’s infrastruc-
ture. One point especial-
ly relevant to students is 
the plan to undertake major 
residence hall renovations, 
which will go beyond “just 
cosmetic changes,” accord-
ing to Good. One possibili-
ty being discussed involves 
building a new residence 
hall that could host students 
displaced by major renova-
tions, which would allow the 
college to continue stabiliz-
ing enrollment. 

The final feedback session 
will take place on Tuesday, 
Oct. 24, at 7:30-8:30 p.m. 
in the Olmsted Room. The 
final draft will be revealed in 
February, after which com-
mittees will form to enact 
specific items identified by 
the plan. 

As part of the curriculum 
for Art majors at Kalama-
zoo College, seniors are re-

quired to take the 400-level 
Advanced Studio class. The 
students are assigned differ-
ent projects, allowing them 
to experiment before they all 
work on their SIP during the 
winter term. The class meets 
every Tuesday and Thurs-
day at Park Trades Center in 
downtown Kalamazoo, and 
each student is assigned a 
studio space based on their 

medium needs. For example, 
Zoe Johannsen ‘18 requires 
more darkness than other 
students as she is doing her 
SIP in photography. “They 
asked us what we wanted in 
terms of space, and mainly 
I need to be able to control 
the amount of light because 
it might affect my work,” 
Johannsen said.

    The class currently has 

After last year’s trial 
run, Kalamazoo 

College Council of 
Student Representatives 
(KCCSR) aims to be an 

effective voice for the 
student body. 

KccSr WorKS to eStabliSh 
leaderShiP Structure

SAGE BENNER
staff writer

On Monday, Oct. 16, the 
Kalamazoo College Council 
of Student Representatives 
assembled in the Banquet 
Hall of Hicks. It is still an 
early chapter for KCCSR, 
and after board members 
have been chosen and 
leaders assigned, structure 
is still being implemented. 

Student Commission, the 
predecessor to the Kalam-
azoo College Council of 
Student Representatives, 
was in its 99th year when 
it was dissolved during the 
2014-2015 year. It is 2.5 
years later, and develop-
ing an effective structure 
is still a major concern of 
those involved. 

Last meeting the council 
voted on and formulated 
the system of committees 
and commissioners. The 
committees include Board 
of Trustees, Dining Ser-
vices, Community Council, 
Campus Safety, Health Ad-
visory, Student Life Adviso-
ry Committee (SLAC), Edu-
cational Policies Committee 
(EPC) and Experiential Ed-
ucation Committee (EEC). 
Leadership for the council is 

divided between the Council 
Chair, who runs the meet-
ings; the Council Secretary, 
who takes minutes and at-
tendance; and the Council 
Organizer, who organiz-
es the agenda. Members 
of committees rotate each 
week to report on informa-
tion relevant to their com-
mittees.

A report from the Edu-
cational Policy Commit-
tee brought up the school’s 
concern with maintaining 
both breadth and depth in 
education. The faculty dis-
cussed a policy of capping 
the number of classes a 
student could take in the 
department of their major. 
However, less than ten 
percent of students take 
more than the desired 
amount of classes in one 
specific department, and 
the college faculty com-
mittee is hesitant to adopt 
a capping policy. 

After announcements, the 
representatives separated 
into committees they are on 
to further get to know each 
other and discuss goals they 
have. Every student repre-
sentative will attend Kalam-
azoo College faculty com-
mittee and serve as a voice 
for the students. Class Com-
missioners within KCCSR 
are students who serve to 
represent a specific class; 
members of the class each 
Commissioner represents 
can contact their Commis-
sioner for issues they feel 
are important. The Class 
Commissioners are Maria 

Fujii for seniors, Kaspar 
Hudak for juniors, Gabe 
Stanley for sophomores and 
Andres Del Castillo for first-
years. 

This is the first year of 
KCCSR after last year’s trial 
run. Student representative 
Cassie Cribbs ‘18 was on 
the Student Commission the 
year it was dissolved, and 
said she is concerned that 
KCCSR still has issues of 
vaguely defined roles that 
troubled previous student 
governments. While it is 
early in the year, Cribbs is 
not confident that the dif-
ferences in structure will 
enact the changes necessary 
to help the student body. 

Council Chair Ian Fresh-
water ‘19 said that at this 
point KCCSR’s main focus 
is becoming stable and con-
structing a successful consti-
tution. By combining parts 
of Student Commission and 
the KCCSR trial run last 
year, Ian hopes that the new 
structure will be an effec-
tive platform for student 
representation. Kalama-
zoo College students are 
welcome to join KCCSR 
meetings every Monday at 
9 p.m. in the Banquet Hall 
of Hicks and stay up to date 
with their Facebook page 
at Facebook.com/KCCStu-
dentReps. 

14 students who all used 
different mediums for their 
work. The mediums range 
from painting to photog-
raphy to ceramics to pho-
tography to fabric work. 
Johannsen works with pho-
tography while Bonnie 
Darrah ‘18 works with 
print-making. For their 
projects, Darrah said, “I’m 
making prints based on mind 

maps, which are mysticism 
diagrams.” Julia Koreman 
‘18 is making wooden col-
lapsible structures that can 
be changed based on how 
people interact with it. “I 
like the idea of engaged 
play,” Koreman said. With 
all these different mediums 
being used at the same time, 
the senior art majors are able 
to see what their peers are 

creating. Johannsen, says, 
“With this class, we are able 
to build off each other, and 
now we all know each other, 
which I think is rare in a de-
partment.”

K in Five initiative will impact both policies and planning on campus [Photo courtesy of Claire Ward]

KCCSR meeting [Sage Benner / The Index]

ART on page 2

Psychology Alumna 
Returns with Research 
on the Value of the 
Workplace Interactions

Photo Spread

As they prepare for the 
winter term, Senior Art 

majors experiment at 
Park Trades 

Senior art majorS PrePare their SiPS at ParK tradeS center 

ALICIA MADGWICK
staff writer
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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EDITORIAL POLICY

New policy intended 
to be simple, clear and 
fair to clubs requesting 

funding 

Student Funding 
board PilotS neW 
Policy

CAVAN BONNER
staff writer

The Student Funding 
Board hosted an information 
session for club leaders on 
funding for printing shirts 
last Thursday night. Under 
the new policy, clubs will 
submit a roster of members 
who want t-shirts to the 
Board. By gathering all of 
the requests at once, the 
Student Funding Board 
Office Coordinator, Elyse 
Tuennerman ‘18, hopes 
this will “streamline” the 
process.

In its current process, the 
design and printing of shirts 
goes through a partnership 
with local business, Under-
ground Printing, and the 
pricing of individual shirts 
decreases as the total order 
increases in size. If clubs 
hope to print something not 

covered by the discounted 
Underground Printing part-
nership, the Student Funding 
Board is willing to cover the 
cost up to the point laid out 
in the policy, leaving the 
club responsible for paying 
the difference. The Office of 
Student Involvement will be 
available as a resource for 
design help and/or further 
questions.

The Student Funding 
Board also plans to intro-
duce other topics of dis-
cussion in the near future, 
with plans to introduce a 
funding session for over-
night and off-campus travel 
on Monday of Eight Week.

“T-shirt and overnight 
requests have historically 
been the most complicat-
ed and controversial re-
quests,” Tuennerman said. 
“We want to make sure that 
each organization is being 
treated fairly with their re-
quests, and that the policies 
are clear.”

    By working at Park 
Trades Center, some of the 
art students are given their 
first experiences working 
in a studio space. Jo-
hannsen said, “We under-
stand having a gallery space 
now.” Usually the F.A.B. is 
where most of the art classes 
meet, but working at Park 
Trades Center has given 
them a new space to create 
their work. As Darrah said, 
“It’s a nice head space to 
create in.” 

    While the seniors start 
thinking about what to 
create for their SIP, some 
think it is too early to know 
exactly what they will do in 

the winter, but the class is 
helping them to prepare with 
research and experimenta-
tion that they may not have 
time for during the winter. 
“The research portion has 
been really helpful. I’ve 
been looking at the history 
of mind-maps, and the next 
step is looking into related 
artists,” Darrah said. The 
students will have access 
to Park Trades Center in the 
winter to work on their SIPs. 

    To see more of the stu-
dents’ work, make sure to 
head to next month’s Art 
Hop at Park Trades Center 
Studio 312 where the seniors 
showcase the pieces they 
have been working on in 
the class. 

ART
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Assistant Professor 
Kristie McAlpine 

presents her research 
on telecommuting and 

teamwork

PSychology alumna returnS With 
reSearch on the value oF the WorKPlace 
interactionS

CAVAN BONNER
staff writer

One week before Kalam-
azoo College’s school-wide 
homecoming, Assistant Pro-
fessor Kristie McAlpine had 
a homecoming of her own 
as she presented her work-
place research to the psy-
chology department that 
launched her career. Dr. 
McAlpine’s Psychology 
Colloquium Series lecture 
was introduced by Professor 
Robert Batsell, who fondly 
remembered McAlpine as a 
standout student who earned 

the department’s First-Year 
Prize in Psychology and 
concluded her time at K 
with a “excellent” SIP. 

Dr. McAlpine introduced 
her presentation by recount-
ing the research she con-
ducted as a student with 
Dr. Karyn Boatwright on 
gender and leadership in 
the workplace. It was this 
research, she said, which 
ultimately inspired her SIP 
and brought about a host of 
opportunities to present at 
conferences, influencing 
her career path in industrial 
psychology and human re-
source studies. After K, Dr. 
McAlpine went on to earn a 
master’s in Human Resourc-
es and Labor Relationship at 
Michigan State University 
and then a doctorate in the 

[ Delaney Fordell / The Index]

same field at Cornell Uni-
versity. Recently, she was 
hired as a faculty member 
of Michigan State Univer-
sity’s School of Human Re-
sources and Labor Relations. 

Dr. McAlpine’s presen-
tation centered around the 
frequent, unplanned interac-
tions that co-workers tend to 
have with each other when 
they spend time in the same 
physical office space, and 
the link between that water 
cooler interaction and inno-
vation. With telecommuting 
on the rise, social scientists 
of the workplace have ob-
served many individual ben-
efits reaped by workers who 
can opt out of commuting. 
However, Dr. McAlpine’s 
study of 99 teams within 
a Fortune 100 technolo-

Assistant professor Kristie McAlpine (Courtesy of Kristie McAlpine)

gy company suggests that 
telecommuting may detract 
from the idea-generation 
and productivity that is so 
vital for teams of workers 
in the knowledge economy. 
Dr. McAlpine discussed the 
implications of her work 
and the direction of further 
research. 

Top: Zoe Johannsen ‘18 checks her camera in Park Trades Center.
Bottom: Dorothy Carpenter’s ‘18 studio space at Park Trades Center [Courtesy of Alicia Madgwick)
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Humans of K: Ania Dorniak

Chicago native Ania 
Dorniak ‘20 came to 
Kalamazoo College after 
receiving many positive 
alumni reactions while doing 
her own research and asking 
around. 

Growing up in a big city, 
she was used to a lot of 
noise and movement, so the 
transition to the quiet bubble 
of Kalamazoo College was 
a difficult one. “I need to go 
back a lot to feel the rush -- 
I’m used to constant noise and 
running from train to train to 
bus,” Dorniak said. While 
she is slowly getting more 
accustomed, she still takes 

Kalamazoo College 
Sophomore on study 
abroad, big cities and 
Polish Background

many trips home to get another 
taste of the city. However, she 
still believes that, “It’s nice 
here [in Kalamazoo] -- there 
are a lot more trees.”

Her family is Polish, and her 
parents and all her siblings are 
fluent in Polish. “My parents 
are the most hardworking 
people I know and my sisters 
are just figuring out their life 
and starting to be real adults,” 
Dorniak said. 

One of the hardest things 
about K for Dorniak is the lack 
of connection to Polish culture. 
She grew up going to Polish 
schools and a predominantly 
Polish music school. Here at 
Kalamazoo she is unable to 
practice the language, or be 
around people who come from 
the same background.

As a student who herself 
struggled with a lot of 
indecision with majors and 
study abroad, she advises 

other students going through 
the same thing to, “Go step 
by step and day by day as you 

choose what you’re doing. 
You’re always changing, 

so your interests are always 
changing -- it’s okay to not 
be decided,” Dorniak said.

Currently she plans to 
major in psychology with 
the pre-med track. While she 
thought the heavy structure of 
study abroad was not for her, 
she decided to go to Costa 
Rica this spring for the short 
term experience -- “just to be 
able to experience academia 
abroad, and to stay with a host 
family,” she said.

Aside from academics 
and study abroad, Dorniak 
is involved in a lot on campus. 
She is a part of the Kalamazoo 
Outing Club, was a LandSea 
leader, works at the Fitness 
and Wellness center and is 
part of the Food Recovery 
Network.

She is passionate about 
the Food Recovery Network 
because, “We’re throwing out 
food when there are people 

who need it. I think that 
academia can suck because 
we focus on ourselves not 
people’s lives outside of the 
school,” she said. The program 
takes leftover food from the 
cafeteria that would otherwise 
be thrown away, and package 
it to be delivered to homeless 
shelters.

Being a LandSea was 
another impactful experience 
for Dorniak in her time here at 
K. Being in the environment 
of the Adirondacks allowed 
her to only be exposed to 
natural stimulations, rather 
than technology or the noise 
of cars and cities. “It allowed 
me to clear my mind. I needed 
to step back and evaluate 
things,” she said. She also 
grew a lot as a leader. “I was 
able to work with all different 
kinds of people, close-minded, 
open-minded, anxious and 
carefree,” she said. 

EMMA THEISS
staff writer

[ Emma Theiss / Index]

To say that our college 
campus is vastly different 
than high school is a bit of 
an obvious looking at the 
homecoming events for the 
past week by a series of 
visions featuring cramped 
hallways and mustard colored 
buses. What I had wrongly 
assumed to be a deeply 
religious experience had 
been, for a singular moment, 
a reliving of high school.

I was in search of reasoning 
for what I had seen, asking 
why I was the one to be 
shown these images of a 
distant past. It did not take 
much investigation before I 
realized that the inspiration 
for these was the line-up of 
events for homecoming. The 
list of dress-up days and the 
inclusion of a dance at the end 

of the week was something 
that I had thought were in a 
previous.

It seemed as though the 

college students themselves 
were not willing to embrace 
the dress-up days. The Monday 
walk to class showed a very 

low amount of people wearing 
the ugly sweater that was 
encouraged for all to wear. In 
some instances, it was possible 

that some were complying, 
although the intentionality 
was unclear. Throughout the 
rest of the week, I saw similar 
disinterest in committing to 
the dress up days.

I am all in favor of creating 
an excited group of students 
to celebrate the homecoming 
week where alumni are present 
and having nostalgic moments 
of their time at college, I just 
believe that the line should 
be drawn where the events 
are bringing current students 
closer to high school. When 
I think of a school dance I’m 
dragged into recollections of 
being forced to talk to parent 
chaperones in order to grab 
some punch.

I enjoy the events that the 
Office of Student Involvement 
(OSI) puts on regularly and, 
with the exception of the 
dress up days and dance, the 
events were well thought out. 
The issue, I believe, can be 
traced back to a search for 
a way to inspire students to 

be outwardly supportive of 
their school. I think that this 
can be done with the help of 
the OSI, but the push toward 
school spirit could be done in 
ways that are much subtler 
and having to do less with 
frightful memories of previous 
schooling.

I wish that I had more 
answers on what could be done 
to assist in the monumental 
task of creating students who 
are adamantly for the school. 
It may be quite difficult, to 
construct from the foundation 
up a place where people can 
feel safe and at home. To make 
students comfortable in their 
school, emphasizing that they 
are here for a reason. The 
best way to foster a sense of 
home within the campus is to 
create a school that supports 
the community and in turn 
the community will support 
the school.

Opinion: Don’t Take me Back
Homecoming Events Too 
Much Like High School

GABRIEL STANLEY
opinions editor

 [Photo courtesy of OSI]

Office Hours with Dr. Bartz 

Dr. Jeffrey A. Bartz is the 
chair of chemistry depart-
ment in Kalamazoo College 
and has been teaching for 
20 years. He represents and 
coordinates between depart-
ments as the chair of the 
chemistry department and 
is currently arranging em-
ployment of a new organic 
chemistry professor.

In 1997, Dr. Bartz quit the 
position of assistant profes-
sor of chemistry in Univer-
sity of Redlands in Califor-
nia to face the challenge of 
teaching in a “top college.” 
When he arrived on campus, 
he loved the place immedi-
ately. “When I was here, the 

Dow Science building was 
new. It was so nice to have 
my own laboratory and fast 
internet connection in my 
office.” He said smiling, 
“... the campus was pretty 
as well.” He remembered 
his first year in K College 
-- his son was born the first 
year he got here. “I took one 
day off for my son, and went 
back to work the next day,” 
said Dr. Bartz. 

In his Chem 110 class, 
his teaching style is unique 
and effective. Dr. Bartz is 
a physical chemist who did 
not have formal training in 
education. However, he is 
an innovative and success-
ful educator who taught in 
the way he was taught at 
first, improved his way and 
finally reached today’s level. 
He encourages students’ par-
ticipation in class by assign-
ing them clickers to answer 

the questions on slides. In 
this way, student won’t be 
shamed by giving the wrong 
answers, because everything 
is anonymous. 

He assigns online lectures 
and warm-ups for students 
before classes, so students 
can come to class prepared. 
He gives out sets of cups 
with different colors as well, 
so students can ask for help 
by visually showing the red 
cup (green for solving the 
problem; blue for solved 
the problem; yellow for 
still thinking). Although 
Dr. Bartz has achieved a 
lot in his way of teaching, 
he is still on his way of im-
proving. “Who knows what 
next I am going to add,” he 
smirked.

Besides his achievement 
in academic areas, Dr. Bartz 
has a lot of other hobbies. 
He likes to ride a bike to 

campus, walk his dog, and 
spend time with his family. 
He is proud of the students 
at K College -- he said that 
he was astonished by stu-
dents’ attendance compared 
to former colleges where he 
taught. “K College students 
know to learn and they study 
hard,” he said. 

He said he never gets tired 
of helping students in the 
chemistry department and 
has arranged a scholarship 
for junior and senior chemis-
try majors. Dr. Bartz’s office 
hours are from 1:30 p.m. to 
2:30 p.m. every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. 

LUCY LU.LIU
contributor

[Photo courtesy of Dr. Bartz]

K’s chemistry chair 
teaches with a unique 
and interactive style
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Arcus Lecture expLores 
DAtA, BiAs AnD Dignity 

Dr. Anna Lauren 
Hoffmann shows how 

big data can ignore 
dignity

CAVAN BONNER
staff writer

Data ethicist Dr. Anna 
Lauren Hoffmann present-
ed her research on the in-
tersections of dignity and 
data to an overflowing au-
dience at the Arcus Center 
for Social Justice last Thurs-
day. As if to attest to the rel-
evance of the topic, the au-
dience consisted not only 
of K students, but also of 
members of the greater Ka-
lamazoo community. 

Though Hoffman is for-
mally an ethicist concerned 
with data, privacy, and 
dignity, she joked that she 
prefers the term “bad philos-
opher,” because it better de-
scribes the manner in which 
she combines a diverse set 
of analytical tools to tackle 
the interdisciplinary issue of 

data violence and dignity. 
Hoffman exemplified this 
title throughout the course 
of her presentation, jumping 
between topics which in-
cluded TSA scanner data, 
Foucault, biographies of the 
wives of modernist writers, 
and unexpected histories of 
early data. 

Hoffman’s presentation 
also touched on the many 
ways in which data inter-
sects with social justice, 
drawing upon a preexist-
ing body of work to demon-
strate the impact biased al-
gorithms and data sets have 
on civil rights and econom-
ic opportunities. Where data 
has been used to predict re-
cidivism rates in the court 
system or making hiring 
decisions, apparent and le-
gally-actionable injustices 
exist. In one infamous case 
study from 2015, Google 
Images mistakenly labeled 
photos of African-Ameri-
cans as “gorillas.” Incidents 
like this bring data ethics 

into a new area of concern: 
dignity and self-respect. 

The problem, Hoffman 
believes, largely stems from 
the design process and the 
mindset of the companies 
the design data-heavy prod-
ucts like Tinder and Face-
book. By designing their 
product around an “average” 
end-user, they ignore the in-
evitable fictions and harms 
that occur when users fail 
to conform to an arbitrary, 
normative standard.

During the Q&A segment 
of the event, Hoffmann 
offered some solutions, such 
as incorporating ethics into 
the design process from the 
very beginning. Hoffmann 
also emphasized biasing 
design towards the needs of 
the most vulnerable users, 
rather that treating them as 
collateral. Though philo-
sophical, Hoffman’s lecture 
also provoked a concrete un-
derstanding of the daily re-
alities of modern data.

Honors Day brings 
Kalamazoo College 
community together

ceLeBrAting success

DELANEY FORDELL
co-editor-in-chief

On Friday, Oct. 27, the 
Kalamazoo College com-
munity took time to recog-
nize students and their suc-
cesses at Honors Day. After 
an academic processional of 
faculty members, a sympho-
ny of flutes and an invoca-
tion of thanks by College 
Chaplain Liz Candido, stu-
dents and other members of 
the campus community were 
congratulated by President 
Jorge Gonzalez.

President Gonzalez ex-
pressed gratitude not only 
for the exceptional Ka-
lamazoo College students, 
but also for everyone who 
supports them, including 
parents, faculty, staff and 
peers. “[As we] celebrate 
our successes, we get to 
learn what goes on campus 
… we achieve [these suc-
cesses as a] community.”

Provost Michael McDon-
ald presented the awards 

from each academic divi-
sion: Fine Arts, Foreign 
Languages, Humanities, 
Natural Sciences and Math-
ematics, Social Sciences 
and Physical Education. 
In addition, students were 
honored for their achieve-
ments with their involve-
ment on campus in leader-
ship roles and sports, and 
for exceptional use of schol-
arships.

Among the winners were 
Kevin McCarty ‘20 and 
Cindy Xiao ‘18, who both 
felt equally humbled by the 
recognition of their accom-
plishments in their college 
experiences.

McCarty, who received 
the awards for Romance 
Languages Department 
Prize in Spanish and the 
Department of Chemistry 
Prize, felt empowered and 
reassured. “I think for me 
the awards not only give 
me a sense of support in 
the chemistry and Spanish 
departments, but also re-
assures me that the path I 
am taking at this school is 
right for me, and that my 
work is actually paying off,” 

McCarty said.
In receiving the College 

award of the Gordon Beau-
mont Memorial, Xiao im-
mediately felt the need to 
share the award with her 
family. “I felt happy and 
excited that I could share 
with them my success. It 
was like I had ‘proof’ of the 
care and effort I put into the 
things that I do and that, in 
turn, was some way that I 
was able to show them that 
I appreciated their sacrifices 
and support through these 
years,” she said.

The audience was com-
prised of not only winners 
but also K faculty, staff, 
parents and other students. 
One of the students was 
Haley Wentz ‘18, who had 
come to support her friend 
who was receiving an award. 
“I felt like a proud mom,” 
Wentz said. “Afterwards, 
my friend sent our group 
of friends a nice text thank-
ing us for being such a good 
support system. I felt really 
appreciated as a part of the 
campus community.” 

Dr. Anna Lauren Hofffman presents at Arcus center  [Katia Dermott / The Index]

Fun Home Update

Athlete Profile:
A Tale of Two 
Swimmers

Award recipients from the Natural Sciences and Mathematics departments 
[Courtesy of Anthony Dugal Photography]
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
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Talking plans and 
puppies with everybody’s 

favorite geography 
professor

office Hours: Dr. AmAn LutHrA

ADDIE DANCER
news editor

Though Dr. Aman Luthra 
has not been teaching at Ka-
lamazoo College for long, 
he already knows one of the 
faculty secrets.

“The closer to the end 
of the quarter it gets, for 
the students, it always gets 
tougher … but for the pro-
fessor, it gets easier,” he 
said. “As the quarter goes 
on, I look progressively 
more forward to things.”

    There is certainly a 
lot to look forward to. As a 
native of Delhi, Dr. Luthra 
has traveled a long and 
winding road to get to where 
he is today. After obtaining 
a scholarship to study in the 
U.S., he earned a bache-
lor’s degree in environmen-
tal studies at the University 
of Maine at Machias with 
intent to become a marine 
ecologist, before ultimately 
deciding that he was “more 
interested in people.” He 
went on to complete a mas-
ter’s in geography at Syra-
cuse University, and then 
another in public admin-
istration. After working in 
Washington D.C. for eight 
years to obtain a Green Card, 
he earned his Ph.D. in ge-
ography and environmen-
tal engineering from John 

Hopkins University. 
Since then, he and his 

partner have lived in both 
India and Guatemala before 
finally settling in Kalama-
zoo -- at least for the time 
being.

“You’ll notice this recur-
ring theme in my life where 
I’m always indecisive about 
what I want to do,” he said, 
laughing.

    But if there is one thing 
Dr. Luthra is sure of, it is 
his chosen field. Though K 
technically categorizes him 
as part of the Department of 
Anthropology and Sociol-
ogy, Dr. Luthra considers 
himself to be a professor of 
geography, a subject which 
he has immense respect for.

“It allows for a certain 
level of promiscuity … ge-
ography allows you to study 
pretty much everything 
with any kind of method 
you want to use,” he said. 
“There’s a level of theo-
retical freedom as well … 
it makes you free to think 
about problems in a different 
way than other disciplines, 
which are much more re-
stricted by what they can 
and cannot do.”

It was this methodological 
and theoretical freedom that 
lead to Dr. Luthra’s disserta-
tion -- his focus since 2011 
-- on the “waste pickers” of 
India, whom he describes 
as “folks who scavenge in 
landfills or collect waste 
from doorsteps.”

“I wanted to understand 
how that economy works. I 

looked at the narrative about 
urban India being really 
dirty and the fact that the 
recycling economy was in-
credibly efficient … and 
wanted to see why these two 
things were not matching,” 
he explained. “Basically, 
it’s because everything that 
cannot be recycled is still 
on the streets. It’s primarily 
an infrastructural problem 
that belies all of this, but the 
public often blames the dirt-
iness on the people who are, 
in fact, cleaning the city.”

Dr. Luthra has devoted 
more than five years to 
studying this topic, but is 
unsure how it will look in 
the future -- “Who knows? 
Probably for the rest of my 
life,” he said.

He does not regret this, 
however, arguing that 
“as you study more and 
more, things become more 
complex.”

“You would think they 
become simpler, but it never 
happens,” he said. “They 
become more and more 
complex, but also more and 
more interesting.”

When he’s not teaching 
or working on his disserta-
tion, Dr. Luthra calls “mind-
less” TV his biggest hobby. 
He cites Modern Family 
and How to Get Away With 
Murder as prime examples, 
admitting that, “I intention-
ally watch [them] without 
thinking consciously about 
it, because all I want to do 
is have a beer and not think 
about anything else.”

On Friday, Oct. 27, 
the Save the Bees Living 
Learning House hosted 
a unique combination of 
honey tasting, bee costumes 
and live music for the first 
event, the Bee-B-Q. At-
tendees were treated to a 
delicious barbecue provid-
ed by Dining Services and 
entertaining performanc-
es provided by talented K 
students. 

The live entertainment 
was kicked off by a two song 
set from local group WEIRD 
Muzic  (Shon Powell ‘18, 
Austin Vance ‘18 and Twin 
Evans ‘18). A full debut 
album from the group will 
be available in 2018. House 
member Logan Beck ‘20 
followed up with an acous-

tic guitar performance, fol-
lowed by a performance by 
Austin Sheer ‘18. Sustain-
ability Intern and Just Food 
Collective representative 
Emiline Chipman ‘18 also 
presented on sustainability 
efforts within Kalamazoo.

Beyond the clear and re-
latable title, what is the 
house all about? House 
member Gabriel Stanley ‘20 
say that “the Save the Bees 
house came about as a re-
sponse to the declining pol-
linator populations globally. 
We realized it was a shared 
interest and forming a house 
seemed the best way to act 
on it.” In addition to activi-
ties and initiatives organized 
through the house, a student 
group -- The Ministry of 
Bee Lovin’ -- has also been 
active on campus. Stanley 
explained that “The Ministry 
of Bee Lovin’ is a student 
organization so they have 
meetings, whereas a Living 
Learning House focuses on 

putting on events through-
out the year. There’s a lot of 
overlap between our goals 
and members.”

What can K students 
expect from the Save the 
Bees house in the future? 
Stanley says that in the 

spring, the house would 
“like to work with facilities 
management to set up more 
pollinator gardens and [we] 
would encourage people to 
come out to help.” In the 
meantime, Stanley suggest-
ed that “A lot of what people 

The Save the Bees LLH 
provides students with 
food and entertainment

Living LeArning House Hosts A Bee-B-Q

CAVAN BONNER
staff writer

Living learning house members speak to audience about saving the bees [Sage Benner / The Index]

Though Dr. Luthra also 
likes to hike, he said he has 
not had the time to do so 
ever since the arrival of his 
new eight-month-old puppy, 
Bibi, who named after both 
the Hindi/Urdu/Punjabi term 
for “matriarch” as well as 
for the season one winner 
of RuPaul’s Drag Race -- 
another “mindless” favorite 
of her owner’s. Dr. Luthra 
describes Bibi as both “ir-
resistible” and “a terrorist.” 
His puppy has yet to make 
an appearance in one of his 
classes -- Dr. Luthra claimed 
the school “wouldn’t let 
him” bring a puppy in. “Oth-
erwise, I would,” he said. 
“That would be the best!” Above: Dr. Aman Luthra

Below: Dr. Luthra’s puppy, Bibi
(Photos courtesy of Aman Luthra)

Bee-B-Q stirs up campus buzz about bees [Sage Benner / The Index]

can do to help the Bees is 
to write to local politicians. 
Whether it’s a senator or rep-
resentative, it’s a good way 
to have noticeable change 
occur.” 
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Though perhaps it is 
surprising, swimming has not 
always been a part of the lives 
of athletes Tony Dougherty 
‘21 and Ryan Ross ‘21. In 
addition to being on the swim 
team at Kalamazoo College, 
the two have a lot in common 
 — both are Kalamazoo 
residents, both are Kalamazoo 
Promise Students, and both 
first pursued swimming in 
their freshman year at Loy 
Norrix High School. 

    “One of the guys texted 

me and told me I should join 
the team,” Ross remembers. 
“I wasn’t really sure about 
it. At the time I was still 
pretty close with my friend 
from Minnesota. He swam 
in middle school and he said 
I should try it out. I’ve been 
swimming ever since.” 

Through four years of high 
school, they developed their 
techniques. Through 5:00 a.m. 
practices and “Hell Week,” 
Dougherty and Ross trained 
and improved their techniques 
over their four years at 
Norrix. During their senior 
year, they were recruited 
to swim for Kalamazoo 
College. Recruitment was a 
new experience for both Ross 
and Dougherty.

“The fact that they reached 
out to me as a recruit versus 
me countlessly trying to get 
my name out to coaches was 
nice, because it showed that 
somebody was looking.” 
Dougherty said. “I wasn’t 
having to do it all myself, 
which I feel is pretty important 
as an athlete wanting to play 
at that next level.” 

Both knew that they 
wanted Kalamazoo College’s 
environment for their 
academic careers. The small 
college environment meant 
that transitioning into being 
a college student-athlete was 
not too difficult for either of 
them. 

“At first it felt kind of 
weird living here, but with 

my parents work schedule 
at home I’ve learned how to 
pretty much do things on my 
own,” Ross said. “Living in a 
different place with someone 
I didn’t know it was kind of 
strange at first, but it has 
been a good transition,” he 
admitted.

“I feel like it definitely 
took a little while to feel like 
home,” Dougherty agreed. 

Transitioning into a 
new living and learning 
environment was not the 
only adjustment that they 
had to accustom themselves 
to. Athletic programs in high 
school are much different 
than those in college. In high 
school, multiple-sport athletes 
are quite common, and both 
Dougherty and Ross were two-

sport athletes before coming 
to K. In the spring after swim 
season, Dougherty was on 
the baseball diamond playing 
centerfield, while Ross was 
racing around the track.

 Their adjustment from a 
high school swim program 
to a college swim program 
was also somewhat difficult. 

“Swim is definitely very 
different. There is more 
emphasis on you as an 
individual swimmer, whereas 
we were all about building the 
team and building a program.” 
Dougherty said.

The transition in terms of 
both academics and athletics 
was made easier by Dougherty 
and Ross’s teammates.

“[There is a] very different 
training style than at Norrix. 

A Tale of Two Swimmers
Two First Year swimmers 

dive into life at K

GRIFFIN CONLEY
layout editor

 [Griffin Conley / Index]

Active Shooter Training

After a recent push by Di-
rector of Security Timothy 
Young, a mandatory active 
shooter training session is on 
the table for next year’s first-
years. The training would 
demonstrate survival steps, 
and allow for classroom dis-
cussion of how to handle 
yourself in the scenario of 
a mass shooting; it would 
follow a structure similar to 
Young’s first-year forum led 
earlier this term. He hopes 
this program will make into 
the curriculum of first-year 
orientation, and has already 
begun the process of train-

ing faculty and staff.  
    While some might argue 

that the last thing first-years 
need is yet another mandato-
ry event or training to attend, 
as these shootings become 
increasingly common we 
should be as prepared as 
possible. Ideally, we should 
limit the orientation curric-
ulum in other ways in will 
irritate students who are 
struggling to fit one more 
thing into their busy sched-
ules. One solution is to have 
these trainings replace one 
of the five existing first-
year forum groups. 

With the current political 
climate, it seems that laws to 
prevent shootings are unlike-
ly to be passed in the near 
future. We need to take all 

the precautionary steps we 
can. Active shooter training 
is a good start, and should 
be implemented as soon as 
possible. 

Other countries have 
proven that gun control pol-
icies work, yet the United 
States refuses to tighten re-
strictions. Such laws would 
in no way prevent Americans 
from exercising their right 
to bear arms  — it would 
simply require more steps 
to purchase weapons, and 
prevent them from falling 
in the wrong hands. If you 
look at any data or visual 
for homicides by gun in the 
United States compared to 
any other country, the dis-
parities are incredible. There 
is an average of 36 casual-

ties every single day by 
gun violence in our nation. 
We cannot possibly sit idly 
by and not take any steps 
against it.

This is a national issue, 
and while there may not be 
a lot that we as Kalamazoo 
College students and faculty 
can do to change nation-
al laws, we can take every 
step possible to best ensure 
the safety of our commu-
nity. Mandatory training in 
case of an active shooter 
is the least we can do to 
prevent more deaths by 
gun violence. 

EMMA THEISS
staff writer

[MaryClare Colombo / Index}

Director of K Security 
mandates training 

session to prevent gun 
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This Week at K 
Wednesday, Nov. 1

China & Japan Info 
Sessions 

10:55 a.m., Dewing 110

Winter-Term Costa Rica 
Past Participant Orien-

tation
11:00 a.m., Dewing 200

Thursday, Nov. 2

Meghan Moe Beitiks: 
Visiting Artist Lecture

4:00 p.m., FAB

“Shaping Change, 
Changing Worlds” 

5:00 p.m., Arcus Center

Fun Home
7:30 p.m., Festival Play-

house

Friday, Nov. 3

Title IX Open Training 
Session

11:00 a.m., UL 307

Community Reflection
11:05 a.m., Stetson

What Does It Mean To 
Be White?

4:00 p.m., Arcus Center

Saturday, Nov. 4

Fun Home
7:30 p.m., Festival Play-

house

Zoo After Dark: 
Whose Streets

9:30 p.m., Hicks

Tony Dougherty and Ryan Ross commemorate their final swim meet at Loy Norrix.

The swim team is always a 
close-knit group of people. 
It has definitely helped [the 
transition], being on the swim 
team, because you always 
have this solid group of people 
that you are around,” said 
Ross.

With the differences from 
high school to college, 
student-athletes could feel 
overwhelmed. Thanks to the 
support of their teammates, 
though, both swimmers feel 
good about how they have 
transitioned into college 
student-athlete life.

“I feel like I can thrive 
here,” Dougherty said.

Tony Dougherty and Ryan Ross try to make a “K” with their hands while 
announcing they will continue swimming at K. 
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Festival Playhouse’s 
production of Fun Home 
premieres this weekend, and 
the company could not be 
more excited. Kalamazoo 
College will be the first 
college or university to 
produce the show, which 
was written by Lisa Kron 
‘83. 

“We are all enjoying the 
run-throughs a lot,” says 
Johanna Keller ‘18, who 
plays the role of Joan. “It 
is a pretty complex show 
musically and structurally, 
so we are all excited to see 
the pieces come together.” 

Keller has been involved 
in theatre productions 
throughout her time at 
Kalamazoo College — 
most recently, she played 
the role of Camila Rosario 
in In the Heights. She notes 
that this show feels different, 

though — “It’s the smallest 
cast musical I’ve ever 
done or seen, and it works 
really well. Instead of big 
showstopping dance breaks, 
my favorite songs have come 
to be the ones with three 
people on stage, all telling 
their stories, intertwined.” 

The intimacy of the small 
cast is exaggerated by the 
fact that the show will be 
performed in-the-round, 

Cast and crew put the 
finishing touches on a 

benchmark production.

alicia madgwick
staff writer

Fun Home Premiere Approaches

K Abroad: Featured Photos

Amelia Donohoe ‘19 is currently on the study abroad program in Quito, Equador. 

meaning that the audience 
will wrap around the entire 
stage. Keller feels that 
this style of performance 
“changes the way the actors 
interact with one another, 
the way the audience 
experiences the show, and 
the feeling the stage has.”

For Stina Taylor ‘18, the 
production also marks the 
presentation of her Senior 
Individualized Project — 

Taylor designed entire the 
set for Fun Home. She has 
been involved in theatre 
since high school, but 
reflects that her experience 
with Fun Home has taught 
her many new things about 
the creative process.

“I have learned a lot about 
the process of designing the 
scenery for a production 
— how it goes from an 
idea to a complete show, 

Frelon’s fall show 
mesmerizes Family 
Weekend  audience.

maryclare colombo
features editor

Let It Out! 

Dozens of students and 
parents flooded Dalton 
Theater this past weekend 
to watch fellow classmates 
“Let It Out!” through 
dance. Twice a year, Frelon 
Dance Company, one of the 
largest and most popular 
student organizations at 
K, welcomes any student 
or student organization to 
choreograph or participate 
in a dance — whether they 
have been dancing for years, 
or have never danced at all. 

In this fall’s show, dances 
did not make up all of the 
acts — three poetry readings 
were also included. In total, 
there were 16 performances 
with a wide range of styles 
represented. Some dances 
had a mixed style, such 
as the Director’s Dance. 
Some other styles include 
jazz, hip-hop, KPOP and 
Bollywood.

The first act opened with 
an introduction to the show 
and a dance by the directors. 
Acts between ranged from 

serious and emotional 
to fun and upbeat. Act I 
included two students who 
had written a poem and 
performed it alone on stage. 
Following acts included 
dances in contemporary and 
jazz, Bhangra and hip-hop. 
It also included an energetic 
performance from K-Cheer 
and the Kalamazoo College 
Dance Team. 

While Cirque du K set up 
for their act, the directors 
held a dance contest for 
anyone in the audience 
who wanted to participate. 
Participants received a free 
t-shirt, and so did lucky 
audience members who 
caught a t-shirt that the 
directors threw. Cirque du 
K finished off the first act 
with a mesmerizing duet 
performance on the ropes.

On Saturday, the first 
act after intermission was 
unable to perform due to 
technical difficulties, but the 
show went on. The second 
act included international 
styles such as Bollywood, 
KPOP and Qawaali, as 
well as swing, hip-hop 
and emotional storytelling 
dances. Act II also included 

a group poetry reading titled 
“Grinding” by the student 
organization Women of 
Color Alliance. The show 
finished strong with a dance 
titled “Bollywood.” 

Frelon is now looking for 
students who are interested 
in choreographing a piece 
for the spring show. 
Interested students can email 
Jay Young at JayLashay.
Young.15@kzoo.edu.

and how the whole design 
team works together to 
make that happen.” Taylor 
has also taken on new 
responsibilities by designing 
the set, as she says, “It is a 
big responsibility to have 
to think about the scenery 
in such a complete way 
—  how the pieces will be 
used, what feel they will 
give off, how everything 
will work together — which 

is something that is easy to 
overlook. I feel like I have 
a much better idea about 
how to think about all these 
things as a designer than I 
did before.” 

Overall, the process has 
been enriching for Taylor, 
who is looking forward to 
pursuing a career in the 
theater arts after her time 
at K. “I have worked on 
building the sets here since 
I arrived, and being able to 
be involved and responsible 
for this part of the process 
is something that is very 
valuable for me to be able 
to do before I leave.”

So, what makes Fun Home 
worth seeing? “It is so good, 
really! I like the music more 
every day.” Keller said. “It 
is groundbreaking in terms 
of representation of lesbians 
onstage. It is smart.” 

The production opens 
on Thursday (11/2) at 7:30 
p.m., continuing on Friday 
(11/3) and Saturday (11/4) at 
7:30 p.m. The final matinee 
is on Sunday (11/5) at 2:00 
p.m. 

Left to right: Gabe Bosco ‘21, Ellie Hughes ‘21, and Ynika Yuag 
‘21 rehearse the song “Come to the Fun Home.”

[Courtesy of Malavika Rao]

Left to right: Ellie Hughes ‘21. Ynika Yuag ‘21, and Gabe Bosco 
‘21 rehearsing a song . [Courtesy of Malavika Rao] 

[Sage Benner / The Index]
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SPEAK SPEAKS Out
SPEAK plans its debut 
for the winter term —  

but will that be enough?
ADDIE DANCER

news editor

Prior to the 2017-2018 
school year, the Sexual 
Safety and Support Alli-
ance (S3A) served as one 
of the primary resources to 
prevent sexual assault and 
support survivors at Kalam-
azoo College. Rumors of 
S3A’s disbandment, which 
surfaced as early as January 
2017, came as a surprise to 
many students and faculty 
members. When the offi-
cial announcement was 
made a few months later, 
the College reassured the 
campus community that 
another student organiza-
tion with similar goals — 
the Sexual Peer Education 
Alliance at K (SPEAK) — 
would take its place. Yet 
as the fall term comes to a 
close, SPEAK’s resources 
still have yet to be accessible 
to the student body, leaving 
a gap in sexual assault edu-
cation and support resourc-
es on campus. 

Ellen Lassiter Collier, the 
Director of Gender Equity, 
has overseen the develop-
ment of SPEAK, a program 
which identifies “peer ed-
ucation” as its primary 
goal. Sabrina Leddy ‘19, a 
current member of SPEAK, 
explained that this educa-
tion pertains to proactive 
prevention “through [sem-
inars to address] a variety 
of issues including consent 
and sexual assault, healthy 
and unhealthy relationships, 
masculinity, sex education 
and more extensive Title IX 
training.” 

While SPEAK’s mission 
is similar to that of its pre-
decessor, its methods are 
different; the new organi-
zation has stepped away 
from offering direct peer-to-
peer crisis support services. 
“You can’t ask peers to do a 
trained therapist or counsel-

or’s job,” Hannah Jeung ‘20, 
another member of SPEAK, 
said. “That’s not our place, 
and unfortunately, things 
were handled very poorly 
[in S3A].” In lieu of student 
support, YWCA staff are 
available for drop-in hours 
on campus four hours per 
week. 

S3A also supported stu-
dents with sexual health re-
sources, a function that is 
missing under SPEAK. S3A 
members sold emergency 
contraceptive and pregnan-
cy tests to students at dis-
counted prices, and were 
available outside of regular 
Health Center hours. Earlier 
this year, Lassiter Collier 
informed students that the 
Student Health Center was 
in the process of develop-
ing a new student group to 
serve as a sexual health re-
source, but no progress on 
this group has been reported. 

Members are optimistic 
about the future of SPEAK, 
but some students are frus-
trated with S3A’s sudden 
disbandment and the new 
organization’s relative 
silence this year. SPEAK 
was not ready for the start 
of the school year, which 
greeted one of the largest 
first-year classes in college 
history. “Having a place 
where students can go to 
feel heard and have support 
is crucial,” Erin Butler ‘18 
said. “Without S3A, there 
have to be other ways for 
students to find that support.

Students also expressed 
concern regarding SPEAK’s 
lack of recognizability.  “I 
think that disbanding S3A 
entirely was a mistake,” Sa-
vannah Kinchen ‘18 said. 
“S3A was such a recogniz-
able resource on campus, the 
name was so widely known, 
I’m not sure what the benefit 
of renaming it is.” Kinchen 
and others think that con-
cerns with S3A could have 
been addressed through in-
ternal, structural changes 
while preserving the or-
ganization’s high visibili-
ty on campus. A search of 
the College website reveals 
many broken links to S3A 

resources, and few to no 
references to SPEAK. The 
Title IX Resources web page 
does not have information 
about YWCA on-campus 
drop-in hours, and instead 
simply states “contact in-
formation TBA.”

When asked about the 
delay in SPEAK’s institu-
tion, Leddy cited a “time 
crunch.” The decision to 
dismantle S3A was made 
earlier last spring, she said. 
“And for reasons I’m not en-
tirely clear on, the institu-
tion decided it would be best 
as an immediate process.”

Jeung agreed that 
SPEAK’s slow develop-
ment has been a problem. 
“It’s certainly not as pre-
pared as I personally would 
have hoped,” she admitted. 
“I know there was commu-
nication over the summer, 
but I think with people’s 
schedules, they weren’t able 
to meet as much as they 
wanted.”

For Lassiter Collier’s part, 
she is working to ensure 
that the members of SPEAK 
are well-trained on how to 
educate the community. “I 
develop the training program 
… SPEAK students will be 
trained to facilitate,” Lassit-
er Collier said. “All of the 
SPEAK students and I meet 
weekly in order to do ground 
work and planning for the 
group. They also advise me 
on ways other Title IX pro-
gramming can be most rel-
evant to our student body.” 

“SPEAK is currently in 
the development phase,” 
Lassiter Collier explained. 
“There are currently six stu-
dents part of the group, and 
we are working this semester 
to identify others who have 
a valuable voice to add to 
our conversations and pro-
gramming. At the beginning 
of winter quarter, SPEAK 
members will go through 
a training that will focus 
on topics such as Title IX, 
confidential support ser-
vices, and more. The goal 
is to have them be able to 
facilitate workshops for the 
campus community on such 
topics.”

SPEAK hopes to fill the gap left by S3A’s disbandment earlier this year [Claire Ward/ The Index]

Fun Home Review

Volleyball Photo Spread

DELANEY FORDELL
co-editor-in-chief

“At the moment, we’re 
creating our own workshops/
seminars … These services 
will be available to any 
group of students or faculty 
that requests a workshop, 
whether it be a residence 
hall, class, student organi-
zation, peer leaders, athlet-
ic team, etc.,” Leddy said. 
“SPEAK is also working 
very closely with the Green 
Dot committee on campus, 
boosting awareness about 
the importance of bystand-
er intervention in the elim-
ination of power-based vi-
olence.”

In the meantime, SPEAK 
has also been working on 
diversifying as a group in 
order to support the wide 
variety of identities and ex-
periences on campus. Ac-
cording to Jeung, the initial 
applicants to the program 
were almost all “white, 
economically-privileged 
women.”

“[This] isn’t necessarily 
bad, but obviously we need 
more diversity than that,” 
Jeung said. “We are trying to 
reach different demograph-
ics ... We currently have five 
of us, and we are constantly 
on the search and our hope 
is that by winter quarter we 
will have a board of 10-12 
people with highly different 
approaches to sexual edu-
cation issues.” SPEAK has 
also reached out to a variety 
of student organizations on 
campus, asking for their sug-
gestions in the development 
of this educative body for 
campus, as well as to seek 
members who come from 
more diverse backgrounds.

Even with the delays in 
SPEAK’s conception, both 
Leddy and Jeung seek to 
make it clear that those 
within the program, espe-
cially Lassiter Collier, have 
been working hard on its de-
velopment.

Template of Kalamazoo County ID Card [Courtesy of Francisco Villegas]

In the United States, many 
individuals suffer from a lack 
of documentation in a society 
that requires it with great fre-
quency. The barriers in place 
to obtain state identification 
are particularly restrictive 
for many transgender indi-
viduals, those who are home-
less, have mental illness, are 
from another country or are 
living in a myriad of other 
circumstances which make 
acquiring an ID difficult. 
The community of Kalam-
azoo County along with in-
dividuals from Kalamazoo 
College met to discuss the 
adoption of a County ID for 
the residents of the county 
which will be put into place 
beginning this January.

The County ID “uses doc-
uments that are more ac-
cessible than state identi-
fication,” said Kalamazoo 
County ID Program Re-
search Coordinator Libby 
Munoz ‘20. Using a system 
which allows applicants to 
“stack” documents to reach 
a certain amount of points, 
the card is much more ac-
cessible without losing any 
validity. The stacking system 
allows for the inclusion of 
documentation such as an 
employment record or Ka-
lamazoo Metro Transit card 
while still allowing tradi-
tional documents such as a 
passport which are awarded 
more points.

The decision to adopt the 
program was made after 
the efforts of a decentral-
ized Kalamazoo commu-
nity body which met many 
times to discuss the impact 
of a County ID and its im-
portance for residents of Ka-
lamazoo. A research report 
was created by Kalamazoo 
College students and turned 
into a proposal to the Ka-
lamazoo County Board of 
Commissioners. The Board 
passed the resolution on a 

6-5 vote, granting an initial 
$60,000 budget to be im-
plemented in January 2018. 
Kalamazoo College Anthro-
pology and Sociology Pro-
fessor Francisco Villegas de-
scribed the positive result 
as an example of “commu-
nities continuously finding 
ways to resist the restric-
tions on them.”    

The prolonged dedication 
of the community will come 
to fruition in the coming 
year, and the task force 
for the project has devised 
ways which will addition-
ally benefit the holders of 
the new County ID. After 
working with businesses 
in the Kalamazoo area, the 
task force cooperated with 
local vendors and institu-
tions which will show their 
support for the ID by pro-
viding discounts and special 
deals for those with a card.

The ID, which will cost 
$10, promises a value far 
beyond its price while es-
tablishing a sense of com-
munity in the Kalamazoo 
area. The discounts allow 
for the money that is being 
earned locally to remain in 
the local scene without being 
lost to national companies. 
This provides an econom-
ic advantage for supporting 
the vendors Kalamazoo in 
the same manner that the 
vendors have shown their 
support for the community.

The benefits from the ID 
extend to more than those 
who have difficulty acquir-
ing a form of state identi-
fication. College students 
from out of state or those 
who are residents of Ka-
lamazoo are not excluded 
from the economically ad-
vantageous ownership of the 
card and are further encour-
aged to seek it as an addi-
tional form of identification 
as it does not invalidate any 
other form which one may 
currently have. As the com-
munity itself has formed a 
way to support Kalamazoo, 
it is now in the hands of Ka-
lamazoo to support its own 
community.

Kalamazoo County ID 
available in January

IdEntIfyIng 
COmmunIty 
InfluEnCE

GABRIEL STANLEY
opinions editor

SPEAK on page 2
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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New stipend eligibility 
requirements mark third 
major change to program 

in four years

CCPd OvErhAulS IntErnShIP fundIng POlICIES

CAVAN BONNER
staff writer

The Center for Career 
and Professional Devel-
opment (CCPD) internship 
program will be undergoing 
a major change this year. 
The department is unveiling 
several new programs and 
policies, the first of which 
affects summer internship 
funding — stipends, which 
will be larger than in past 
years, will be available only 
for certain types of intern-
ships, and will be given out 
depending on first-genera-
tion and/or financial need 
status. Due to lack of student 
interest, the change will also 
do away entirely with the 
option for students partici-
pating in internships without 

stipends to complete reflec-
tive exercises to receive 
transcript notation.

The CCPD has experi-
mented with various ways 
of distributing internship 
stipends in the past. For the 
summer of 2015, the depart-
ment switched from a need-
based sliding scale available 
for any unpaid internship 
(regardless of whether or 
not it was secured through 
the CCPD) to a set stipend 
of $3,000 that was avail-
able only for select intern-
ships. The following year, 
stipends were re-opened to 
students with internships not 
secured through the CCPD. 
The change was prompted 
by low participation rates; 
some CCPD-sponsored in-
ternships went unfilled.

This year, the department 
anticipates distributing 23 
stipends of $4,000. The 
larger stipend size, which 
was updated to reflect stan-
dards among GLCA college 
programs and the cost of 
living in major cities, has 
decreased the number of 
stipends available for in-
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ternships not sponsored 
by the CCPD. Out of the 
23 stipends, 12 will be for 
CCPD-sponsored Commu-
nity Building Internships 
(CBIs), five will be spon-
sored by the Arcus Center 
for Social Justice Leader-
ship and six will be “sought 
and secured by students on 
their own,” according to 
Hawxhurst.

The stipend increase 
comes at the cost of fewer 
stipends overall. “We are 
committed to continuing 
to fund a certain number of 
Community Building Intern-
ships, so raising the size of 
each stipend leaves fewer 
stipends available for stu-
dent-secured internships,” 
Hawxhurst said.

In order to maximize the 
effectiveness of the Center’s 
“limited financial resourc-
es,” the internship program 
will also have an eligibility 
requirement: only students 
who have high financial 
need or are first-generation 
college students are eligible 
to apply for stipends. Eligi-
ble students will receive an 

email from the CCPD during 
Ninth week about the “com-
petitive application process 
for these stipends.”

While the new eligibili-
ty requirement will support 
students with high need, 
some worry that it will 
leave out students who no 
longer qualify for stipends 
but cannot afford a summer 
with no source of income. “I 
do think that students who 
are first-generation or have 
high financial need should 
have priority when applying 
to these stipends, but I know 
there are students who may 
not meet the standard set by 
the college who still need 
the money,” Kierra Verdun 
‘18, who has participated in 
a CBI and two Arcus-fund-
ed internships, said. 

Haley Wentz ‘18, who has 
completed two CCPD-fund-
ed internships, is one such 
student. “I am deeply sad-
dened by the fact that the 
CCPD is changing to whom 
the stipends are granted,” 
Wentz said. “Without these 
stipends, I would not have 
been able to pursue the in-

ternships I did. Instead, I 
would have had to work a 
summer job in order to pay 
rent, finance study abroad, 
and have money for text-
books.”

 Paige Tobin ‘19 echoes 
this concern. After a change 
in company policy put her 
summer job plans into ques-
tion, Tobin had planned to 
apply for a stipend; the In-
ternship Program change left 
her “angry and surprised.”

Students also expressed 
frustration with the fre-
quent changes in intern-
ship funding policy and the 
way that changes have been 
communicated to the campus 
community. “A huge an-
nouncement … was limited 
to a single email and a rec-
ommendation to join Hand-
shake,” Tobin said. “In the 
twilight of my junior year, 
I don’t have the institution-
al network to help me.” 
Verdun agreed, noting that 
she “thinks that they should 
be more transparent about 
how the program functions.” 

With these changes in 
mind, Hawxhurst empha-
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Paige Tobin wishes all of us stuck in Michigan a productive last two weeks of the quarter from Oaxaca, Mexico [Photo courtesy of  whomever was holding Paige’s phone]

SPEAK FROM PAGE 1

“I would argue that more 
work was done directly 
following the cessation of 
S3A’s activities than the 
campus is aware of,” Leddy 
said. “I know that Ellen did 
a lot of work this summer 
coordinating with advocacy 
services, setting up confi-
dential resources, and brain-
storming ideas for our role 

as students in peer educa-
tion.”

Jeung sympathizes with 
Lassiter Collier’s position, 
emphasizing that she is cur-
rently trying to perform “two 
jobs,” acting as both the Di-
rector of Gender Equity, as 
well as a de facto director 
for LGBTQA+ issues on 
campus while the school 
seeks a permanent candi-
date for such a position. For 

this reason, Jeung says, no 
one should “put the blame” 
on her. “I have a lot of faith 
in Ellen, and I have a lot of 
faith in SPEAK,” she said.

Both Leddy and Jeung 
claim that SPEAK plans 
to be out in full-force in 
the winter term, though 
they have not identified 
a precise timeline. And 
though SPEAK is not cur-
rently available in terms 

of educational sessions, 
members are able to direct 
anyone with needs or ques-
tions towards confidential 
services. According to Las-
siter Collier, “The Coun-
seling Center, Chaplain, 
and Student Health Center 
[are] confidential resources 
on campus … an advocate 
from the YWCA is providing 
on-campus hours on Tues-
days and Thursdays from 

3-5 p.m. The Dean of Stu-
dents Office is another lo-
cation many students reach 
out to when they have expe-
rienced sexual misconduct. 
Finally, hearing reports of 
sexual misconduct is my 
primary duty. Individuals 
can report to me via email 
or phone, by stopping by 
office at 212 Upjohn, or via 
the online reporting form.”

sized that “the CCPD en-
courages every student to 
have some type of career 
development experience 
every summer, and our 
career coaches are eager 
to work with any student 
who wants help to identi-
fy and secure a summer in-
ternship, paid or unpaid.”

 Particularly for stu-
dents in fields where paid 
internships are far and 
few between, CCPD sti-
pends are vital to the ex-
periential education com-
ponent of the K-Plan. Last 
summer, Hannah Berger 
‘18 participated in an in-
ternship with the Under-
ground Railroad Freedom 
Center. She secured the in-
ternship independently, and 
received a CCPD stipend for 
the experience. “I would not 
have been able to justify an 
unpaid summer internship 
without the CCPD stipend,” 
Berger said. “This intern-
ship … let me explore my 
passion for human rights 
and other forms of nonprof-
it work, which is what I’m 
focusing on for my future.” 

The Center for Career and Professional Development [Elyse Tuennerman / The Index]
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Alumna Runs for Minnesota House

Kalamazoo College 
alumna Brittany Edwards ‘04 
announced her candidacy for 
a seat in the Minnesota House 
of Representatives District 
46A, with plans to launch 
her campaign next Thursday.

“The state legislature 
is a place where you can 
counter what Trump is 
doing,” Edwards said. “We 
have to address climate 
change, reproductive rights, 
healthcare.”

Edwards is passionate about 
doing what she can to bring 
about change. To the students 
here at Kalamazoo College 
and elsewhere she says, “I’m 
asking you to run for office. I 
want more young people and 
women to run for office, that’s 
part of why I’m running. The 
process needs young people, 
women, diversity.”

And Edwards knows the 
power of young people — 
her career in politics began 
at just ten years old, when 
she helped run her father’s 
campaign for city council. 

“When I was a kid, I would 
play sandlot baseball, and 
adult leagues told us we 
couldn’t play there because 
they had priority — I asked 

Brittany Edwards ‘04 
talks with The Index about 
her political beginnings and 

future plans  

my dad to run for city council 
to fix that,” she explained. 
He said he would if I ran 
the campaign. He won and 
eventually became mayor. I 
saw firsthand how to affect 
change.”

Her career in politics 
continued after graduating 
from Kalamazoo College, 
where she earned a Masters 
in Public Policy, and then a 
Master of Arts in Educational 
Administration from the 
University of Minnesota. She 
later served in the Peace Corps 
in Honduras before working 
for such institutions as the 
Minnesota State Senate and 
the University of Minnesota. 
Edwards also worked in 

EMMA THEISS
staff writer

Hennepin County which 
has the largest population in 
Minnesota.

Edwards’ education at 
Kalamazoo College has 
been influential throughout 
her time in politics. She says 
her personal philosophy 
as a candidate (and, 
potentially, as a Minnesota 
House Representative), is 
the college’s motto, “Lux 
Esto.” More than a decade 
after graduating from K, 
Edwards still believes the 
college makes students “better 
human beings.”

“We want to be a light in 
the world, right?” she said.

 Edwards also believes 
the college helped to make 

her an “interdisciplinary 
thinker,” which she trusts 
will be helpful in a position 
where “you hear a spectrum 
of different perspectives and 
issues, and have to be able to 
represent them.” Additionally, 
as a former Editor-in-Chief 
for The Index, Edwards 
feels her time at the school 
newspaper directly translates 
to her campaign. 

“As editor,  you’re 
compelling a whole team 
of people to volunteer their 
time and efforts, who are 
juggling many priorities,” 
she said. “You need to compel 
volunteers and investment 
when you campaign.”

A defining moment of her 

political career occurred 
during her study-abroad her 
junior year at K while en route 
to Rome from Madrid. Prior 
to the trip, she had intended to 
go into the field of journalism, 
but upon hearing that U.S. 
Senator Paul Wellstone of 
Minnesota was killed in plane 
crash a few days before his 
2002 election, she decided to 
change her career to politics. 

“He was a hero in 
Minnesota,” Edwards said. 
“He was an example of what 
politics should look like.”

If elected, Edwards hopes to 

follow Wellstone’s example, 
vowing to “champion” issues 
like student debt, healthcare, 
and climate change. The next 
step in Edwards’ campaign 
process is to secure the 
nomination of the democratic 
party with the support of 
60 percent of democratic 
delegates, which will likely be 
decided at the Senate District 
Convention on March 11, 
2018.

On Thursday, Nov. 2, the 
artist Meghan Moe Beitiks 
visited the Kalamazoo 
College art department 
and gave a presentation of 
her current art exposition. 
According to her website, 
through her work, Moe Beitiks 
negotiates associations and 
disassociations of culture, 
nature and structure through 
the lenses of site, history, 
emotions and her own body. 
Her artwork comments on 
and examines relationships 
with nonhumans. 

Moe Beitiks’ current 
installation works through 
the system of pain and network 
of resilience. In this piece, 
she recorded her interactions 
with nonhumans, such as a 
rock, grass, a cow and tables. 
Moe Beitiks explained that 
the purpose for this project is 
an exploration of observation 
as a tool for recovery from 
imbalance and trauma in 
human and nonhuman 
processes. 

Another project that is 
related to this is entitled 
“A Lab For Apologies And 
Forgiveness.” This project 
combined her art skills with 
science. When Moe Beitiks 

found out that a certain bacteria 
can reverse radiation created 
by nuclear power on Internet, 
she decided to synthesis it 
and craft a performance for 
it using documentation of, 

and soil from, a Montebello 
Islands nuclear test site. Moe 
Beitiks said she felt excited 
and grateful, because she 
could not believe that nature 
has the solution to solve a ugly 

man-made problem. Through 
both of her works and her 
unique philosophy, one of 
her goals is to always shorten 
the distance of humans and 
nonhumans. 

Moe Beitiks’ philosophy is 
inspired by three people — 
Karen Barad, Jane Bennett 
and Gabriella Giannachi. Moe 
Beitiks sees that all matter has 
presence and vibrancy and 
has the potential to interact 
with others. She connects 
her interpretation of matters 
with her performance by 
scenography. Specifically, 
Czech stage designer Josef 
Svoboda describe the concept 
of scenography as design for 
performance space. Edwin 
Erminy, a scenographer, 
explained this concept: 
“Giving life to materials in 
space, using that power to tell 
a rich story with little means,” 
which is the closest to Jane 
Bennett’s interpretation that 
Moe Beitiks agrees on. 

Moe Beitiks granted her 
performance a new layer of 
meaning after Jane Bennett 
expressed concern about the 
disconnection between human 
and nonhuman. She sets it as a 
purpose for her performance. 
In addition, through the 

works of Lindsey French and 
Agnes Denes, who connect 
themselves to nonhuman part 
of the world, Moe Beitiks 
deepened her philosophy 
of this kind of intertwined 
practice. She believes that 
it is evident in artworks that 
perform alongside nonhuman 
entities, transforming the 
concept and experience of time 
and evoking a performativity 
that both includes and expands 
beyond traditional concepts 
of performance and space. 
Moe Beitiks also reckons 
that humans are not isolated 
entities in cause and effect. 
She gained her idea from a 
classic ecologically restorative 
work: Mel Chin’s Revival 
Field to show how human 
plant plants to extract heavy 
metals from the landfill’s soil. 

According to Moe Beitiks, 
every matters have their 
own liveness and potential 
to interact, advocates the 
connection between human 
and nonhuman part of word, 
and reminds people that they 
are not isolated from the rest 
of nonhuman world. 

Meghan Moe Beitiks’ Philosophy
Artist gives presentation 
of her latest research and 

art installation
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 [Courtesy of meghanmoebeitiks.com]

 Edwards’ Campaign Logo [Courtesy of brittanyforhouse.com]

 Campaign photo of Brittany Edwards 
[Courtesy of brittanyforhouse.com]

Applications are due Friday, 
2nd week of Winter term 

Applications are OPEN 
for LandSea Trip Leaders 

No experience necessary. All students encouraged to apply 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
OUTDOORPROGRAMS@KZOO.EDU 

      269-337-7357 

https://reason.kzoo.edu/outdoor/landsea/leaders/applytolead/ 

The Index
Needs You!

Interested in writing, photography,
videography, web design or layout? 

Join us next quarter!
thekzooindex.com
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Thoughts From Abroad

I knowingly ate haggis 
for the first time this week. 
Haggis, a traditional Scottish 
dish, has a list of ingredi-
ents that would be inappro-
priate to print in a publi-
cation distributed as The 
Index in such close prox-
imity to dining facilities, 
but you ought to Google it 
if you are feeling particular-
ly adventurous. I had eaten 
haggis once before at an 
event where it was present-
ed unlabeled at a buffet. It 
was delicious, due largely to 
my not knowing what I had 
eaten until after I had fin-
ished dining. This week, my 
Glaswegian flatmate served 
me haggis with dinner and I, 
with full knowledge of what 
it was, ate about half of it. 
I have never felt so adven-
turous in my life.

Despite haggis, Scot-
land is almost certainly the 
friendliest of study abroad 
destinations for picky eaters 
like me. For perhaps the 
first time, my diet — one 
which is composed largely 
of carbohydrates, starch-
es, and red meat — can be 
masked behind the excuse 
of local authenticity. One of 
my new favorite dishes con-
sists solely of chopped up 
beef in gravy with some sort 
of dough floating about. I 
am living my best life here.

Even the American food is 
better. Each morning, I eat 
a bowl of Kellogg’s Frosted 
Flakes for breakfast. They 
are the same, except that 
they are called “Frosties” 
and they are eaten by Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth 
II. We know this because 
all of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II’s favorite prod-
ucts have a special label. 
On my Frosties, it reads, 
“By Appointment to HM 

The Queen Purveyors of 
Cereals Kellogg Market-
ing and Sales Company.” 
(HM is a shortened version 
of “Her Majesty” which is 
surprisingly common in the 
UK. Apparently they speak 
and write so frequently of 
Her Majesty Queen Eliza-

An analysis of 
Scottish cuisine

beth II that it necessitates a 
time-saver.) HM’s other fa-
vorite household products 
include Heinz Ketchup and 
the kind of dish soap that 
my flatmates buy. 

The Queen also enjoys a 
repulsive condiment known 
only as “brown sauce,” of 

which everybody else here 
is a raving fan. Brown sauce 
is advertised as being a dis-
tinctly British food, and the 
bottle features a picture of 
the Palace of Westminster. 
It maintains an important 
place at the top of the col-
lective psyche of the British 

[Courtesy of www.masterbutcher.com]

people. (In Scotland, the col-
lective love of brown sauce 
is possibly only exceeded by 
a love of The Proclaimers’ 
“500 Miles,” a song which is 
traditionally sung by hordes 
of inebriated riders on night 
buses). Brown sauce has the 
love of the British people 
and the culinary pervasive-
ness of table salt. Given 
these factors, one can only 
imagine what will come of 
this land when the Brexit 
proceedings are finished and 
it is discovered that brown 
sauce also has a label that 
reads “Manufactured in the 
Netherlands.”

Ian McKnight is current-
ly studying abroad in Aber-
deen, Scotland. 

The Index welcomes 
Thoughts from Abroad sub-
missions. Please send any 
questions or submissions to 
index@kzoo.edu. 

This Week at K 
Thursday, Nov. 8

Physics Informational 
Luncheon (First-Years 

and Sophomores) 
11:30 a.m., OU 216

Red Cross Blood Drive
12:00 p.m., Hicks 

Thankful Thursday
4-7 p.m., Hicks

“More than a Word: 
Native American    

Cultural Appropriation 
in Sports 

5 p.m., ARCUS

Friday, Nov. 10

Community Reflection
11 a.m., Chapel

“What Does it Mean to 
be White?”

4 p.m., ARCUS

Jazz Band Concert
8 p.m., Dalton Theatre

Saturday, Nov. 11

Coats Trip
10:30 p.m., CIP

Mountain Biking Trip 
with KOC

12 p.m., Markin Glen

Swimming & Diving 
vs. Alma

1 p.m., Natatorium

College Singers      
Concert

7:30 p.m., FAB

Sunday, Nov. 12

KPHIL Concert
4 p.m., Dalton Theatre

Student Funding Board 
7 p.m., Hicks 111B

IAN MCKNIGHT
contributor

There is nothing quite like 
the autumnal atmosphere. 
Leaves reveal hidden beauty 
as their colors warm and the 
air becomes cold enough to 
draw shivering souls back 
to the indoors after months 
spent outdoors during the 
summer. Luckily enough, 
the warm glow of a com-
puter monitor is waiting to 
greet those seeking shelter 
from the inclement weather 
far outside the embrace of 
a cozy blanket. For many 
college students, the attrac-
tion of movie streaming and 
binge-watching shows guar-
anteed to make one feel good 
is at times too tantalizing an 
option to turn down.

Password sharing for 
media streaming services 
as well as greater access to 
online streaming has per-
mitted more and more stu-
dents to watch shows or 
movies that they want. Fur-
thermore, platforms such as 
Netflix actively seek to fuel 
binge-watching culture with 
the inclusion of an auto play 
feature as well as the release 
of an entire season of a show 
in a single moment. With 
this kind of access to shows 

at a practically limitless 
and yet ever-increasing rate 
there will be a greater pull 
towards streaming media in 
lieu of productive activity.

As a college student with 
responsibilities ranging 
from classes, participating 
in student organizations and 
keeping up with a job, it 
becomes a difficult task to 
balance everything without 
being pulled in to watching 
more and more while taking 
a break from it all. Part of 

Balancing binge-watch-
ing with college 

obligations 

this is a peer created pres-
sure to watch a show to be 
able to discuss it with others. 
The death of serial television 
creates an anxiety of spoiler 
or a sense of “falling behind” 
which serves as another mo-
tivator to spend more time 
watching a show.

Statistical surveys from 
Business Insider show that 
if Netflix were to be a do-
mestic broadcast station it 
would be placed within the 
top four most popular net-

works. This popularity to 
stream is something that 
is replacing the tradition-
al form of watching shows 
to receive all of the infor-
mation as soon as possible. 
Perhaps this is playing into 
the culture of instant grat-
ification that young gener-
ations today are being crit-
icized of.

It is very difficult to find 
a solution that works for 
everyone and the system 
is already in place to draw 
people in. When streaming 
shows, the ideal running 
time is between a half hour 
and an hour because the most 
common way that humans 
process time is broken to 
make them want to watch 
more. Other than time bud-
geting and prioritizing re-
sponsibilities, there is little 
that can be done.

The decision comes down 

to the individual to leave 
the mass culture and allow 
themselves to catch up on 
their own time, when it best 
suits other obligations. The 
future of video streaming 
will be a force to be fought 
against. As companies find 
more ways to draw people 
in, it is important to create 
strategies to remain pro-
ductive.

GABRIEL STANLEY
opinions editor

Continue Watching?

[Courtesy of www.money.cnn.com]
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A little over two years 
ago, K Alumna Lisa Brock 
‘83 and composer Jeanine 
Tesori won the award for 
Best Musical at the 69th 
annual Tony Awards with 
their smash hit Fun Home, 
based off Alison Bechdel’s 
autobiographical novel of 
the same name. The story 
follows Bechdel, a lesbian 
cartoonist, as she struggles 
to connect to her closeted 
father, an English teacher 
and funeral home director, 
before and after he commits 
suicide. Alison is portrayed 
by three different actresses 
at three different points in 
her life — as an adolescent 
child, a freshman in college, 
and a 43-year-old woman.

Flash-forward to now; 
the Festival Playhouse of 
Kalamazoo College calls 
being the first college to 
produce the musical an 
“honor” and proved it to be 
worthy of that honor through 

a stellar production of Fun 
Home.

Chief in the production’s 
success was its cast, in which 
there was hardly a weak 
link. Standout performances 
include Madison Donoho 
‘18 as Alison and Sam 
Meyers ‘18 as Bruce 
Bechdel, both of whom 
brought incredible emotional 
depth to their characters. 
Special recognition should 
also be given to Aly 
Homminga ‘20 and Johanna 
Keller Flores ‘18 for their 
understated performances 
as Helen Bechdel and Joan, 
respectively.

The Festival Playhouse 
shows audiences a gay 

old time

addie dancer
news editor

Review: Fun Home A Home Run

A comedic highlight 
was of the show could be 
found in Meg Wilson’s ‘20 
rendition of “Changing My 
Major” as “Medium” Alison. 
Wilson found herself forced 
to pause a number of times 
throughout the song, waiting 
for audience laughter to 
die down after repeatedly 
declaring “I’m changing 
my major to Joan.” First-
year Ellie Hughes was also 
well-received throughout her 
first outing at the Festival 
Playhouse, particularly 
during her performance of 
“Ring of Keys,” in which her 
character, “Small” Alison, 

is awash with confusion 
and excitement upon seeing 
an “old-school butch” for 
the very first time while 
dining with her father at a 
lunchonette.

The show should also be 
noted for its superb music 
and lighting. While the 
orchestra was consistently 
excellent, the lighting staff 
really shined (pun intended) 
during key moments in the 
show; most notably, during 
the dreamy, fantastical 
rendition of “Raincoat 
of Love” and then again 
during Meyer’s poignant 
performance of “Edges of 

Art Hop takes over 
downtown Kalamazoo 

every Friday night 
starting at 5pm.

Art Hop

the World.”
If there was a fault to 

be found throughout, it 
would perhaps be in the 
volume of the actor’s singing 
voices. While proficient on 
their own or in a duet or 
trio, when more than four 
or five characters were 
singing simultaneously, 
it could be hard to make 
out what more than one or 
two were saying. This was 
most noticeable during the 
company performance of 
the opening number, “It All 
Comes Back,” though it 
occurred less and less often 
as the show progressed.

Fun Home dress rehearsal. [Sage Benner / The Index] 

[Sage Benner / The Index]

But such complaints 
would surely be called mere 
nitpicks by audiences, who 
overwhelmingly praised the 
college’s production of Fun 
Home.

“That was definitely 
one of the best shows I’ve 
seen since I’ve been here 
at K,” Elyse Tuennerman 
‘18 said after the Friday 
night performance. “And 
I’m a senior who has been 
coming to these shows since 
my first year.”

“It’s hard to pick out just 
one part that was good,” 
Carmen Compton ‘20, who 
attended the final showing 
on Sunday, agreed. “The 
singing, the acting, the 
lights, the music — it was 
all on point. But then, so 
was the story as a whole.”

All in all, Kalamazoo 
College’s performances 
of Fun Home more than 
did justice to the Tony-
award-winning source 
material — the cast and 
crew proved Kron’s trust 
was not misplaced when she 
chose her alma matter to be 
the first college to produce 
her masterpiece.



Photo Feature: Women’s Volleyball v. Albion

This Week in 
Hornet Sports• Men’s Soccer 8-8-2 

Millikin   W, 2-1
@ Carthage   L, 4-1
@ Ohio Northern  L, 3-1  (ONU Invite)
@ Wilmington (Ohio) T, 2-2  (at Ohio North)
@ Hope *   L, 1-0  
Adrian *   L, 2-1
Alma *   W, 1-0 
@Trine *   W, 2-1
Calvin *   L, 4-1  
@ Albion *   W, 1-0
Olivet *   W, 3-1
Hope *  No contest Postponed
@ Adrian *   T, 0-0
@ Alma *   W, 1-0
Trine *   W, 2-1
Hope *  W, 2-1
Calvin *   L, 1-0  Homecoming
Albion *   L, 2-0  Senior Night
@ Olivet *  L, 3-2

*Conference games

On Oct. 24, the 
women’s volleyball 
team defeated Albion 
3-1.

Saturday, Nov. 11:
• Women’s Cross Country

 @ NCAA III Regionals 11:00 AM
•  Men’s Cross Country

 @ NCAA III Regionals 12:00 PM
•  Men’s Swimming and Diving

 VS. Alma (Home) 1:00 PM
•  Women’s Swimming and Diving

 VS. Alma (Home) 1:00 PM
•  Football 
 @ Albion 1:00 PM

 

• Football 1-8
@ Oberlin  L, 24-6
Wheaton (Ill.)  L, 58-6
Concordia (Ill.) L, 41-29
@ Alma *  L, 30-10
Olivet *  L, 40-6
@ Trine *  L, 42-7
Adrian *  L, 36-22
Hope *   L, 50-0
@ Rockford  W, 13-6
@ Albion *  Saturday, 1:00 PM

*Conference games

• Women’s Soccer 11-8-1
vs. Hanover  W, 2-0   (at Aurora)
vs. Otterbein L, 2-1  (at Aurora)
@ Calvin *  L, 2-1
St. Mary’s (Ind.)* W, 7-0
@ Alma *  W, 3-1
Hope *  W, 1-0
@ Trine *  W, 1-0
@ Albion *  L, 1-0
Adrian *  W, 3-2
Olivet *  L, 3-2
Thomas More L, 1-0
Calvin *  W, 3-2
@ Chicago  L, 6-0
@ St. Mary’s (Ind.)* W, 4-0
Alma *  W, 4-0
@ Hope *  L, 2-0
Trine *  W, 2-0  Senior Night
Albion *  T, 2-2  Homecoming
@ Adrian *  L, 4-0
@ Olivet *   W, 2-1

*Conference games

• Women’s Volleyball 7-18
vs. Wheaton (Ill.)  L, 3-2  (Bluffton
vs. Hanover    L, 3-0    Tournament)
vs. DePauw    L, 3-0   ---
at Bluffton   L, 3-0   ---
Adrian *   L, 3-1
at St. Mary’s (Ind.)* L, 3-0
Alma *   L, 3-0
Hiram    L, 3-0  (Hornet
Anderson (Ind.)  W, 3-1   Invitational)
Beloit    W, 3-1  ---
at Calvin *   L, 3-0  
Hope *   L, 3-0
at Albion *   L, 3-1  
Trine *   L, 3-0 
at Grace Bible (Mich.) W, 3-2 
at Olivet *   W, 3-0
at Adrian *   W, 3-2
St. Mary’s (Ind.) *  L, 3-1
at Alma *   L, 3-1
at Illinois Tech  L, 3-0
Calvin *   L, 3-0  Homecoming
at Hope *   L, 3-0
Albion *   W, 3-1 
at Trine *   L, 3-0
Olivet *   W, 3-1 

*Conference games

Sports Season Record Recap

[Courtesy of Joshua Claassens] 
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Banana Bandits still at large

Stina Taylor ‘18 has been 
using the Reading Room in 
Upjohn Library Commons 
since her first year at Kalam-
azoo College. “It is a special, 
sacred place for me. My time 
at K has been shaped by the 
Reading Room,” she reflects, 
“so, rightfully, I am appalled 
when others take advantage 
of the space, too.” 

Taylor reports feeling 
“shocked” by the behav-
ior she has witnessed this 
year. “I have been hearing 
people coughing. Can you 
believe that? Coughing! If 
you need to cough, take it 
to the first floor. Do not 
allow your germs to taint 
the Reading Room.” 

Her anger comes largely 
in response to the conduct 

of Hannah Berger ‘18, which 
Taylor describes as “uncon-
trollable and completely 
disrespectful.” Berger has 
been accused of coughing, 
singing, humming, eating, 
and even laughing while in 
the Reading Room. 

Glancing at a notebook 
full of graphs detailing 
Reading Room behavior, 
Taylor noted that Berger has 
been the worst offender of 
all. “This behavior cannot 
continue,” Taylor said. “At 
least not on my watch.” 

Like Taylor, Berger has 
been studying in the Reading 
Room since her first year 
— though she has a dif-
ferent view of appropri-
ate conduct. According to 
witnesses, Berger has not 
shown any sign of remorse 
for her recent behavior in 
the room. “It’s just a room, 
man,” Berger said. 

This battle over conduct 
in the Reading Room does 

K Senior appalled at the 
behavior in the Reading 

Room

not seem to be letting up. 
Even as the quarter draws 
to a close, Taylor feels mo-
tivated to confront Berger. 

Hooligan dares to CougH in tHe reading room 

ALICIA MADGWICK
staff writer

On Nov. 4, 2017, Kalam-
azoo College students were 
devastated by the outcome of 
the game against Rockford 
University Ill — a solid win 
for the Hornets. This game 
put an end to the record-set-
ting year that K College 
football was having.

“It was such a disappoint-
ment to see a 1 replace that 
0 in our record,” said star 
quarterback Tom Rodgers 
‘23.

The disappointment got 
to some players more than 

others. The strangest thing 
happened where some of 
them decided they wanted 
to play even harder after that 
game. Overall, the attitude 
still seemed pretty negative.

“I am surprised that the 
team gave up so quickly 
after that game,” Rodgers 
says exasperated. “We still 
have one more game and 
they are all walking out 
except for the backups.”

This phenomenon is not 
uncommon when there is 
nothing left to play for. The 
ones that stick around are 
the ones with positive atti-
tude and want to play. Those 
players that do not normal-
ly get to play also will get 
the chance to start. With the 
season coming to a close, 
this is what has happened 

After an almost perfectly 
imperfect season, the 
Hornets attempt to 

recover from a harsh win. 

FootBall team Falls Just sHort oF reCord 

GRIFFIN CONLEY
layout editor

with K’s football team.
“I was surprised how 

quickly the attitude could 
change after a close game 
like that. We were in it until 
the end,” said head coach 
PJ Flock.

In the end that one would 
remain the only thing that 
stood in the way of an im-
perfect regular season. Now 
the season doesn’t have any 
meaning, as the neighboring 
college accomplished this 
feat a year ago. Nothing will 
have come of this 1-9 season 
except for extreme disap-
pointment in all factors.

This has happened the 
past few years and there 
is talk that there might be 
funding cuts for football. 
The field that is current-
ly their home may soon 

In this time of financial 
uncertainty for the Kalama-
zoo College, a single Dining 
Services policy prevents 
utter chaos — students may 
not leave Welles Dining Hall 
with more than one piece of 
whole fruit each.

Yet on Thursday evening, 
right in the middle of dinner 
hours, the Dining Hall was 
sieged once more by the 
notorious Banana Bandits. 
This marks their third strike 
this week, and the college 
community continues to live 
in fear of sudden tuition 
spikes. The Bandits made 
their dash out of the Dining 
Hall, rushing past Betty, 
each carrying two or three 
pieces of whole fruit. 

Students, James Bean ‘18 
and Sally Orange ‘19, were 
particularly shaken after the 

most recent attack. Bean was 
standing outside the cafete-
ria, waiting to enter, when 
the siege occurred. “All of 
a sudden, they were running 
out of the Caf and pushing 
people out of their way,” 
Bean said. “Then, I heard 
a shriek and an evil cackle 
coming from the direction 
of the Business Office.” 

Orange was also witness 
to the escape of the bandits. 
“I tried to step in their way, 
and I only succeeded in 
knocking a banana out of 
their hands. The one in the 
banana mask turned back 
for a second, like they were 
going to pick it up, but then 
they left it,” she said. “I 
don’t see why they need 
to steal them. I guess they 
just feel like they need more 
fruit.”

New security measures 
have since then taken effect. 
A security guard will be 
posted outside each door 
of the Dining Hall so that 
the Banana Bandits can be 

Band of criminals take 
more than one piece of 
fruit from Dining Hall

DELANEY FORDELL
co-editor-in-chief

caught once and for all. Di-
rector of Campus Security, 
Hugh Elderberry, explained 
the increased protection. 
“We want to be sure our 
students and fruits feel safe 
on campus,” he said. “We 

suspect that the perpetrators 
may in fact be students on 
campus and we would like 
to encourage other students 
to be on the lookout for any 
of their peers with an in-
creasing amount of fruit.”

Elderberry assured the 
campus community that 
the security will be further 
increased by an electric 
field that will be installed 
around the fruit stand in 
the Dining Hall. “When it 

become the home of soccer 
or lacrosse. The disappoint-
ment can be heard through-
out the college. On game 

days, Kalamazoo College is 
reminded of the failure of 
the football team to make 
something happen by the 

boom of the cannon coming 
from Waldo Stadium, the 
home of the WMU Broncos.

A rare image of a suspected member of the organized crime organization known only as the Banana Bandits [Delaney Fordell / The Index]

is ready sometime in the 
winter, it will shock anyone 
who tries to take more than 
one fruit,” Elderberry con-
tinued. “We will stop these 
thieves.”

A metaphor for this past football season (Photo and loss courtesy of Alma Scotts)

“This is not over,” Taylor 
said. “It has only begun. 
Control yourself, Hannah 
Berger, or else.” Stay tuned 

for the ultimate showdown 
during winter quarter. 

Hannah Berger ‘18 (left) is in mid-cough, while Stina Taylor ‘18 (right) points in indignation [Alicia Madgwick / The Index]
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Though some College ad-
ministrators feared that they 
might need to take action to 
prevent students from un-
lawfully selling their spaces 
in oversubscribed classes, 
few of the K Student Body 
Facebook page posts offer-
ing “60 bucks if you give 
me your spot in this chem 
class” seem to be appeal-
ing to students. 

Although economists 
familiar with the subject 
expected high transaction 
rates, the 2017-2018 winter 
term is quickly approaching, 
and few to no deals are being 
made. Some experts hypoth-
esize that high student debt 
and rising tuition is exert-
ing a downward pressure on 
this once thriving system. 

Indeed, across the board, 
the student body’s Face-
book page appears to be 
struggling to meet student 
demand efficiently. In an es-
pecially tragic case, nobody 

BlaCk market For dropping Courses 
Can’t seem to get oFF tHe ground

CAVAN BONNER
staff writer

happened to be driving from 
Chicago to Kalamazoo last 
weekend — despite multi-
ple impassioned requests 
and hard-to-refuse incen-
tives, like “some gas money 
and chips.” 

Some sources speculate 
that the College may be in 
the process of signing up 
for a third college-only tech 
platform that would allow 
users to swipe through barter 
offers from their fellow stu-
dents. “Wisr and Handshake 
seem to be doing so well, so 
it only seems logical to pilot 

another unnecessary plat-
form with a wise-ass name,” 
an anonymous source told 
The Index. “It could have a 
name like ‘dealr’ or ‘bartr’ 
or something.” 

Beat the cold with some 
office-chic fashion inspo 

#gettHislook:
dean WestFall oFFers FresH take on Fall FasHion

ELYSE TUENNERMAN
co-editor-in-chief

The Index wishes you
a wonderful winter break! 

We will return third week winter quarter!

For lack of a better byline

We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.

I
THE INDEX

Co-Editor-in-Chief.........Elyse Tuennerman
Co-Editor-in-Chief..........Delaney Fordell
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EDITORIAL POLICY

TOP LEFT: OMG — ordering Stacks in 
#style! On Tuesday, Westfall stepped 
out in a chunky green cardigan, classic 
white button-down, and gray dress 
pants. She topped off the look with 
silver hoops and trendy clear specs.

TOP RIGHT: Westfall was looking fresh 
while sending memos on Monday, 
stepping out in a chunky blue cardi-
gan, classic white button-down, and 
gray dress pants. She topped off the 
look with silver hoops and trendy clear 
specs. Consider us #shook!

BOTTOM CENTER:  Westfall surprised 
fashion fans on Thursday, stepping 
out in a chunky pink cardigan, classic 
white button-down, and gray dress 
pants. She topped off the look with 
silver hoops and trendy clear specs. 

[Elyse Tuennerman / The Index]

Students resort to selling their academic future in order to afford fruit

Has the cold weather got 
you feeling down? In need 
of some major #fashionin-
spo? Well, look no further 
— Dean Westfall’s latest 
looks have us running to 
our nearest Talbots. 
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CLAIRE WARD
staff writer

All We Need is Prayer 
and Slacker Gun Laws

the Texas shooting even more 
deadly than it already was. 
If the U.S. were to make it 
harder for everyday people 
to acquire, who knows if they 
would have “had that very 
brave person who happens 
to have a gun or a rifle in his 
trunk,” as Trump said.

    The issue isn’t with people 
who are mentally unstable 
being able to buy guns. 
Mentally unstable people buy 
things all the time that could 
injure people: cars, kitchen 
knives, plastic bags, KKK 
propaganda, the list goes on 
and on. We cannot protect our 
country and our loved ones 
from people who are mentally 
unstable by making it harder to 
get the one thing that protects 
us from them. If someone were 
to break into your house in the 
middle of the night, would you 
feel safer calling the police 
who may take 4-11 minutes 
to reach you, or to grab your 
assault rifle resting under your 
bed? Some may say having 
guns in your house can be 
very dangerous. Yes, children 

may find them and due to our 
society that fetishizes guns 
and violence, they may be 
more apt to play with them. 
Maybe 2,549 children died in 
2014 due to gun accidents in 
their homes, with most cases 
of accidental shootings due to 
children playing with guns 
while their parents are not 
watching. Is the chance of your 
kid accidentally shooting his 
brother while playing cowboys 
really worth sacrificing your 
protection in your home from 
intruders, though? Although 
only about 12 percent of home 
burglaries happen with an 
intruder armed with a gun, 
do you really want to take 
the chance?

    The point is, gun control 
in the United States already 
makes it too hard for people 
to purchase weapons critical 
to their personal safety. Can 
you imagine if every one 
of the 17 adults who were 
killed in the Texas church had 
brought a gun to the service? 
Chances are significantly fewer 
people would have died as 

Letter to the edItor
their first reaction would be 
to shoot back at the attacker, 
not to protect their families 
and each other. Gun control 
in this country is too strict. 
We are just leaving ourselves 
more vulnerable. Stopping 
possible shooters and those 

who show clear signs of mental 
instability isn’t the answer, 
they’ll just bring a chainsaw 
into a church next time. Guns 
should be easily available for 
ALL people, no matter their 
background. Well, maybe not 
if they have been convicted 

of manslaughter multiple 
times, but even then people 
can change!

College Republicans Enroll a Record-Breaking Sixth 

Today marks a very special 
and monumental day at Ka-
lamazoo College — the 
College Republicans have 
successfully recruited their 
sixth member. This is the 
first time in our history that 
the student organization has 
had more than five subscrib-
ers in an academic year. We 
are proud to announce this 
victory, which continues to 
promote the diversity in po-
litical opinion on our campus.

Gunnar “Gun” Wright ’21, 
the enthusiastic and honorary 
new member, tells us about his 
reason for joining the club and 
why he feels it is important 
for college students to be po-
litically active. He distinctly 

RENA DUBS
contributor

recalls the day he was sitting 
in his seminar, and a female 
student was expressing her 
beliefs and admiration of a 
past presidential candidate, 
Bernie Slanders. “She had 
no idea what she was talking 
about. Slanders is a social-
ist! His ideas are full of al-
ternative facts,” Wright ex-
plains about his classmate. He 
further details the praise she 
was given for having liberal 
ideologies, and he wanted the 
same kind of attention. Mem-
bership in the College Repub-
licans club is bound to give 
him infinite popularity.

It comes of no surprise to 
fellow seminar classmate, 
Donny Stabenow ‘21, that 
Wright would join the con-
servative bandwagon that is 
sweeping across our campus. 

“Yeah, Gun is a weird guy. He 
has a short fuse, often trig-
gered, and is always trying to 
protect what has been consti-
tutionally given to him,” said 
Stabenow.

The Kalamazoo College 
Democrats President, Patrick 
Jarvis ‘18, points out an aston-
ishing statistic on the matter, 
“By recruiting Wright into the 
club, the K Republicans in-
creased their overall enroll-
ment by 20 percent — that 
is something to be proud of,” 
said Jarvis. This is not Fake 
News! The numbers do not lie. 
An increase by this amount 
in a club of this kind em-
phasizes our campus’ varied 
opinions and how strong and 
open-minded our students 
truly are. Enrolling a sixth 
member into the College Re-

publicans will go down in K 
College history forever.

“Another reason I joined 
the College Republicans is 
to #MakeKalamazooGreat-
Again,” Wright proclaims.

Member

Insignia of the Kalamazoo College Republicans [Courtesy of K Republicans’ 
Facebook Page]

[Courtesy of Shutterstock.com]

    Nov. 5, 2017 marked one 
of the worst days in Texas’ 
recent history: a gunman 
walked into a church service 
and opened fire killing 26 
people. There’s only one real 
thing we can do in the wake of 
this horrific event: in the wise 
words of Speaker of the House 
Paul Ryan, “Pray.” Moments 
like this show us all we really 
can do, the best thing we can 
do is pray, “because you know 
what? Prayer works.”

    The recent attacks in 
Texas, Tennessee and Las 
Vegas show us something very 
important: gun control laws 
need to change. It is not easy 
enough for people to obtain 
guns critical for protection. 
Obviously if laws were more 
lax these events could be 
prevented. The genius United 
States president said it right 
when he stated stricter gun 
control laws would have made 

This Week at K 
Thursday, Nov. 8

Book Buyback!
Wait in line for 20 

minutes to receive $0.02 
back on that $100 book 

you never read! That 
seems fair, right?

Friday, Nov. 10

Community Reflection
We know that you only 
go to these for the free 

donuts. 

Saturday, Nov. 11

Sporting Event
If you know the time, let 

us know.

Sunday, Nov. 12

Start of Finals (for real)
The end is near.

Holy Sh*t, There’s a 
Dog on the Quad

ADDIE DANCER
news editor

Wow...just wow.

An Open Letter to Monkapult

ELYSE TUENNERMAN & 
DELANEY FORDELL

Co-Editors in Chief

We need you. Please help 
us be funnier.

Dear Monkapult, 

We, the staff of the Buzzkill, 
know that we aren’t actually 
all that funny. Don’t get us 
wrong — we put in our best 
efforts — but we realize that 
we have gone overboard 
with the articles about 
squirrels starting a cappella 
groups. 

We have grown weary. Our 
comedic inspiration is lack-

ing. We need your help.

You, on the other hand, are 
funny. And as the resident 
Kalamazoo College comedi-
ans, you could help us — 
you are our best shot. 

Help us, Monkapult. Email 
us at index@kzoo.edu. 
Please. 

Yours truly,
The Buzzkill Staff 

Editor’s note: this is a totally 
real, not-satirical, 100% 
legitimate request. We really 
need help. 

The editors looking unsure and un-funny.
[MaryClare Colombo / The Index]
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staff writer

According to sources deep 
within the Kalamazoo College 
bureaucracy, the problem with 
The Ice Cream Machine was 
never a physical one. Weeks 
ago, The Index reached out 
to Facilities Management for 
a statement on the progress 
towards fixing The Ice 
Cream Machine, a widely 
recognized cornerstone of 
cultural and spiritual life on 
campus. An unaware and well-
meaning (former) Facilities 
Management employee 
admitted that he could not 
actually find a physical fault 
with the Ice Cream Machine, 
and voiced frustration and 

confusion about his role in 
solving the issue. That brave 
source is no longer with the 
College. 

Following this lead, several 
other sources familiar with the 
management and operations 
of The Ice Cream Machine 
were able to corroborate this 
scandalous fact. It appears 
that a part-Puritan, part-
Organic fraction was behind 
the temporary closure. A 
internal memo asserts that 
“these disgusting, entitled 
dough balls will get used to 
apples if we hold out long 
enough.” 

The implications of this story 

The Ice Cream Machine Has Been Working the Whole Time

are still unforeseen. Will the 
students erect an independent 
source of ice cream run by a 
democratically elected student 
board? Will an endowment be 
established to ensure a stable 
future for this public good? 
Most radically, will the source 
of ice cream be placed outside 
the confines of the cafeteria, 
to ensure constant access and 
full transparency? History 
will repeat itself unless the 
deep and systemic problems 
around ice cream access are 
solved in careful, deliberative 
ways. If anyone can do it, it 
is the students of Kalamazoo 
College.  

Ambitious New Student Really, Really into First-Year Forums 

As the fall term draws to a 
close, many new students are 
scrambling to finish their First-
Year Forum requirement. The 
College mandates attendance 
at five separate hour-long 
programs with topics pertinent 
to first-year students. But 
Eger Bever ‘21 is far from a 
procrastinator — in fact, he 
has been finished with his 

MARYCLARE COLOMBO

features editor

requirement since the second 
week of school.

“I would never let something 
as simple as attending forums 
affect my seminar grade,” 
Bever said. “I’d rather be safe 
than sorry, and spend time at 
forums instead of hanging 
out with friends. After all, 
isn’t college all about getting 
perfect grades?”

Bever attended at least 
three forums a week, and 
even attended one forum six 
different times. “Thanks to 
the forums, I’m now pretty 
solid on what the Center 
for Career and Professional 

Development has to offer. 
They support us through our 
time here and time after K, so 
we should support them, too, 
by attending their forums,” 
Bever said. The CCPD said 
they are grateful for students 
that are knowledgeable and 
care about their existence. 

“Sometimes I was one 
of only two or three people 
at the forum,” Bever said. 
“Those days were the best,  
because I really got to know 
people — it’s hard to make 
friends outside of class and 
forums when my 24 hours 
each day is taken up by class, 

homework the library, meals, 
civic engagement programs 
and forums.”

Currently Bever is a part of 
seven student organizations, 
has a 3.8-unit course load and 
audits three classes. He gets 
five hours of sleep per night 
at most, and pulls all-nighters 
at least twice a week. “I’m 
not sure what I’ll do in the 
winter without these forums 
to attend. I’ll probably pick up 
a few more civic engagement 
programs, and audit more 
classes.”

Happy Holidays!

Dude, maybe tone it 
down a little.

BreAKING NeWS:

• BUZZKILL
• CAFSGIVING
• CRAMMING
• DESPERATION
• FINALS WEEK

• HORNETS
• INDEX
• KPLAN
• LIBERAL ARTS

• MICHIGAN 
WEATHER

• MORE IN 
FOUR

• PROCRASTINATION
• STACKS
• STRESS CULTURE
• TENTH WEEK

Some or of all these words 
may apply to you. If you 
find them you must check 
to see if they are true. To 
do this you must:

1. Spin in a circle three times
2. Correctly say all 15 words 

while jumping up and down
3. Run down a hallway
4. Find some stairs and just look 

up them
5. Question why you are doing 

this
6. Immediately go back to your 

current residence and lay in 
the middle of the floor

7. Skip around your room 7 
times

8. Skip steps 1-7
9. Look at the time and realize 

how much time you just 
wasted

10. Stop procrastinating and get 
to work!

(Courtesy of commons.wikimedia.org)

(Courtesy of al9.wikispaces.com)
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