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food for the soul shifts towards collaborative model

Program invites students 
and organizations to 
share ideas and goals

MARYCLARE COLOMBO
features editor

Food for the Soul, a 
weekly program hosted by 
the Office of Intercultural 
Student Life, is undergoing 
changes this winter. Since 
its inception, the program 
has featured a dinner open 
to campus communities 
including students of color, 
first-generation students, 

LGBTQIA+ students, 
international students, and 
allies. According to Director 
of Intercultural Student Life 
Natalia Carvalho-Pinto, 
Food for the Soul will take 
on a new format this quarter 
– each week’s home-cooked-
style dinner will be aimed 
at specific populations, and 
will have specific goals.

The new model will be 
even more student-focused; 
groups of students of color, 
student organizations, or 
guest speakers will facilitate, 
rather than Carvalho-Pinto 
alone. 

Students from all 
disciplines encouraged to 

apply

writing center seeks new consultants

DELANEY FORDELL
co-editor-in-chief

The Kalamazoo College 
Writing Center has officially 
opened the application for 
students to join their staff 
for the 2018-2019 school 
year. The application will 
be open until February 11. 
Applicants are required to 
send in a personal statement 
as well as participate in a 
group interview.

Amy Newday, Director of 
the Writing Center, is excited 
to get the word out about the 
open positions for all those 
who “are passionate about 
writing and about language. 
[I’m looking for] people 
that really enjoy reading 
other people’s writing and 
talking about it.”

The Writing Center is 
a campus resource where 
students can receive help 
from Peer Consultants. 
Any piece of writing can be 
reviewed, from a lab report 
to a research paper. The 
current Peer Consultant staff 
ranges from sophomores 

to seniors, and is diverse 
in terms of majors and 
interests. This diversity is 
reminiscent of what Newday 
is currently looking for when 
interviewing new applicants.

“I think that’s an important 
thing to communicate is 
that you don’t need to be 
an English major to apply,” 
Newday explained. “We 
want people from the STEM 
fields, we want people from 
all different areas of campus, 
because you have to write 
in every single discipline 
on campus.” 

Newday is looking to 
hire seven to eight new 
consultants. In addition to 
seeking a diverse group of 
majors, she is interested 
in finding candidates 
with strong interpersonal 
skills. These will be 
evaluated during the group 
interview; for the position 
of Peer Consultant, Newday 
prioritizes the ability to work 
with others. She will also be 
looking for students with a 
cultural competency. 

“[Students should be] 
aware of the implication 
of language on diverse 
communi t ies… [I ’m 
looking for] students who 
are interested in and able to 
have a critical conversation 
about how we use language 
at K,” Newday said.

ADDIE DANCER
news editor

Claire Howland ‘20 is 
a current Writing Center 
Peer Consultant, and has 
learned a lot in her time in 
this position. “My favorite 
part about working at the 
Writing Center has been 
having the opportunity to 
witness first-hand how 
empowering some aspects of 
education can be,” Howland 
said. “It’s a vulnerable thing 
for individuals to share their 
writing or ideas with a peer, 
and it’s so rewarding to be 
part of a process where 
ultimately individuals 

WELCOME BACK, 

are learning how to help 
themselves with their own 
writing.”

In addition, Howland 
explained that working 
at the Writing Center has 
also helped her with her 
own writing process. “For 
example, having to define 
the role of a thesis to clients 
has made me more aware of 
how I structure and make 
arguments in my own 
writing … my work at the 
Writing Center has taught 
me how to act as my own 
Writing Center consultant.”

Newday wants to highlight 
the great atmosphere of the 
Writing Center, “I think 
it’s a fun place to work… I 
love reading other people’s 
work.”

This  is  a  s imilar 
sentiment for Howland, 
“Unfortunately, there isn’t 
time to take every class 
I want to at K, but I feel 
like I can live vicariously 
through my peers when I 
read their essays. I always 
learn something new!”

The suggestion Newday 
wanted to make known to 

Tamara Morrison ‘20 
is the on-campus student 
liaison between the Arcus 
Center and the Office of 
Intercultural Student Life, 
and works closely with 
Carvalho-Pinto. According 
to Morrison, Food for the 
Soul was started last year 
to build an inviting and 
comfortable community for 
students of color through 
the newly established 
Intercultural Center.

“Now that that has 
happened, it is time to turn 
community from a noun to 
a verb,” Morrison said. “It 

is time for the community to 
do needed workshops, have 
needed discussion, show 
needed support, have needed 
celebrations, or whatever 
the community sees that is 
needed and decides to create 
in the new format of Food 
for the Soul.”

Food for the Soul began 
shifting towards a more 
collaborative model last 
quarter – some nights, the 
program required students 
who came to eat dinner 
to stay for the following 
workshop; other nights, 
students were allowed 

to come and go as their 
schedules allowed. 

“The change from just a 
‘general dinner’ is to exhibit 
what can be done with a 
community,” Morrison 
said. “This new format 
will benefit the students 
by showing them how to use 
the resources at this school 
to benefit their communities 
[and] allows them to create 
the space and opportunities 
that they need that they 
can’t find anywhere else 
on campus.”

According to Morrison, 
the Intercultural Center 

encourages new ideas so 
that they can better serve 
students: “No idea is too big 
or small,” she said. “There 
are so many parts of culture 
that can be nurtured and 
flourish on this campus with 
this new changes to Food 
for the Soul.”

The new Food for the Soul 
kicked off this week with a 
special dinner and workshop 
for first-generation students, 
featuring a CCPD associate.

future applicants was that, 
in addition to making a 
great impression with their 
personal statement and their 
group interview, she hopes 
that they have been to the 
Writing Center themselves. 
“If you’ve never been to the 
Writing Center, come [in 
and] have a consultation 
so that you understand our 
process and what we do.”

Amy Newday, Director of the Writing Center, poses in front of the Writing Center.  [Delaney Fordell / The Index]
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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Mariame Kaba leads 
discussion on the prison-

industrial complex 
and the potential for 

restorative justice

GABRIEL STANLEY
opinions editor

The Arcus Center for 
Social Justice Leadership 
continually strives to host 
events that are pertinent to 
the current political climate 
and relevant to the location 
of campus. This past week, 
a workshop in front of the 
viewing screen in Arcus 
was on the topic of the 
prison industrial complex. 
Discussion was led by 
Mariame Kaba, the founder 
and director of Project NIA, 

a justice reform initiative 
which seeks to “redefine 
the goals of the criminal 
legal system to include 
the prevention of crime as 
well as community member 
involvement in addressing 
crime.” Those who attended 
sat within groups where 
discussion would occur on 
a series of questions that 
would be addressed further 
in the large group.

The workshop provided 
definitions for the prison 
industrial complex, which 
was done through the 
positioning of several 
questions asking who is 
affected, benefited from, 
and is harmed by prisons 
as well as the social forces 

that lead to criminalization. 
Afterthoughts had been 
shared, it was explained 
further as the series of 
institutional forces that 
seek to incarcerate on a 
massive scale. These forces 
include institutions outside 
the prisons themselves, 
including the increased 
budgets for police forces, 
surveillance measures, and 
bail measures that leave 
individuals detained without 
conviction.

Kaba explored further 
some of the aspects of 
the system that were 
most effective at putting 
pressure into incarceration. 
Excessive bail was discussed 
further, the issue incredibly 

news

important in a country where 
“Two-thirds of the people in 
local jails are unconvicted,” 
Kaba said.

In the same vein of 
regulations instituted 
by the justice system, 
discussion ensued over the 
complementary forces of 
high bails and oftentimes 
conflated sentencings 
in tended  to  coerce 
individuals into skipping 
trial and taking a plea deal. 
A statistic from Michele 
Alexander’s seminal work 
The New Jim Crow reveals 
that only four percent 
of people go to trial, a 
statistic that is enforced by 
the punitive goals of the 
justice system: to send those 

arrested straight to prisons.
Furthermore, the style of 

justice that the United States 
takes, a cultural tendency 
towards retribution and 
punishment over restorative 
efforts was discussed. Kaba 
posits that transformative 
justice is the goal that all 
should strive toward. A form 
of justice in which instead 
of actively attempting to 
punish those who have done 
harm, the person convicted 
would focus on the root of 
the problem and attempt to 
help the people they hurt. 
This can be done through 
an expansion of community 
service programs or 
programs that have the 
person who caused harm 

this week at arcus: 
prison industrial complex workshop

photo of the week

Left: Amelia Donohoe ‘19 poses with friends from her study abroad program in Quito, Ecuador.

to directly assist the injured 
party.

The workshop ended with 
several videos that showed 
the movements taken up 
in different cities by youth 
organizers. The videos 
showcased the efforts that 
assisted in the replacement 
of the Cook County State 
Attorney, Anita Alvarez, 
for exonerations of police 
officers related in crimes 
against black lives. Shown 
were youth movements that 
utilized the prevalence of 
social media to publicize a 
cause and the message was 
clear, that to evoke change 
one needs only to find those 
who care and are affected 
to come together.
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K a l a

Brittany Edwards ‘04 
talks with The Index about 
her political beginnings and 

future plans  

EMMA THEISS
staff writer

Sara Bamrick, Assistant 
Director of Student Activities 
at the Office of Student 
Involvement (OSI), wants 
to set the record straight: “My 
role in this office is writing 
checks. And paying the bills. 
And the students are doing 
everything else.” Bamrick 
credits the eight students on 
the staff of the OSI for coming 
up with “the actual ideas that 
happen. They do all of it.” 

Mattie Del Toro ‘20, who is 
currently in her second year 
as a intern with OSI, says that  
their office environment is 
“completely different from 
last year.” Whereas last 

year’s staff structure was 
described as “disjointed,” 
this year everyone seems to 
be on the same page. Though 
each member of the new 
six-person team has an area 
of specialization - such as 
promotion, volunteering, and 
special event - they all have 
input into the major projects. 
According the Bamrick, the 
decision to have the interns 
take responsibility for an 
aspect of OSI’s operations 
has greatly improved their 
functionality.  

During the fifth week of 
each term, the staff starts 
planning the next quarter’s 
events by pitching a wide 
variety of ideas. Bamrick, 
who knows how much they 
can spend, helps to narrow 
the scope of certain proposals. 
Other than that, the student 
interns are essentially 
responsible for structuring 

the upcoming programming. 
The six interns cannot do it all, 
however. A big part of running 
OSI is collaborating with other 
student organizations. In the 
long term, Bamrick hopes that 
they will not put on events 
“without a collaboration 
eventually, whether it be 
a campus department or a 
student group.” 

Bamrick thinks that OSI’s 
current collaborations are part 
of what makes them able to 
serve so many of the various 
populations on campus. 
Bamrick highlighted their 
upcoming collaborations 
with the Black Student 
Organization (BSO) and 
Young Men of Color (YMC) 
for Black History Month, 
as well as their ongoing 
collaborations with the Latinx 
Student Organization (LSO). 
On the topic of diversity and 
inclusion, Bamrick said that 

OSI is “working really hard 
with intercultural student life 
to make sure our programs are 
not white-normative.” This 
effort has been aided by the 
fact that all six of the student 
interns identity as people of 
color. 

Both Bamrick and Del Toro 
agree that Monte Carlo is the 
most-anticipated OSI event 
of the winter term. Monte 
Carlo is so popular, in fact, 
that OSI has to obtain a 
“special exemption from the 
fire marshal to expand our fire 
code” in order to fit all of the 
students. Bamrick highlighted 
an upcoming international 
student game night, which 
will showcase games from 
other countries. For Del Toro, 
it is a three way tie between 
the upcoming Fem Week, 
AsiaFest and Afro Fiesta Desi 
Soul (AFDS). 

According to Bamrick, 

international students make 
up a demographic with 
a strong attendance level, 
especially for Beyond the 
Hive. On the other hand, OSI 
has trouble reaching is student 
athletes, in part because they 
are off campus or practicing 
during many of OSI’s events. 
Bamrick also said that their 
collaboration and outreach 
with LGBTQ+ students is also 
currently lacking, especially 
when compared to the past. 

Still, when it comes to 
reaching the student body, 
statistics show that OSI is 
doing pretty well. Bamrick 
said that in the fall term 
alone, “we had 933 individual 
students attend at least one 
event.” Though Bamrick 
admitted that “it’s hard for 
a staff of six to plan events 
for a campus of 1,400,” OSI 
is trying to “pay attention to 
what works and what does 

not work.” A recent survey 
of the student body’s event 
preferences for the winter term 
exemplifies this approach. Del 
Toro, the student intern, says 
that their new attitude towards 
programming been the key to 
this year’s success: “rather 
than being good at everything, 
we want to be great at a few 
things.”

Behind the Scenes with the Office of Student Involvement 
Assistant Director Sara 

Bamrick and Mattie 
Del Toro ‘20 discuss the 
secrets to OSI’s success. 

CAVAN BONNER
staff writer

Photo Spread: K Students at the Women’s March 2018

Kalamazoo College students attended various Women’s March events across the world, including those in Kalamazoo and Lansing (pictured). 
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Opinion: #MeToo and Casual Sexism

2017 was a year of awak-
ening in the public eye for 
sexual harassment and 
assault. The #MeToo move-
ment, started by activist 
Tarana Burke, became a 
game changer, as it inspired 
women to share experienc-
es of harassment and assault 
in the most lucrative indus-
tries in the country. What 
started out as a scandal by 
a famous director, Harvey 
Weinstein, has spread to a 
scrutinizing of the greater 
plague in American society, 
sexism. Of course, feminism 
is still alive and working 
towards ensuring equali-
ty for all, but much like all 
social movements, the past 
few years have been slow 
in public action due to per-
ceived equality. 

The general consen-
sus, to the joy of men, for 
years has been: Look how 
far you (we) have come! 
That mentality makes all 
things current, unimportant. 
The truth is, as most people 
already know but would 
rather not acknowledge, that 
women still get paid less 

than their male counterparts, 
they still must out perform 
their male counterparts by 
a lot to get the same promo-
tions or jobs, and one in four 
women still experience ha-
rassment in the workplace, 
75 percent of which, goes 
unreported. These facts are 
the relatively mild ones, the 
ones that don’t include rape 
and domestic abuse. These 
facts don’t include how 14 
percent of homicides happen 
from intimate partner vio-
lence and that 70 percent of 
those victims are women; 
or how 1 in 4 girls will be 
raped before they hit 18, 
making them more likely 
to be raped again, in adult-
hood. These things happen, 
today, tomorrow, and they 
will keep happening if the 
culture we live in permits 
them to, and hides behind 
a façade of empowerment. 
The way forward is not one 
compromise as we Ameri-
cans love to lean on, it is not 
one of negotiations. The way 
forward is complete intol-
erance of a sexist culture.

Culture is created through 
many social characteristics 
of a society. It depends on 
large, very obvious, ideals, 
events, and objects of im-
portance. It also, more im-
mensely, depends on norms. 
Societal norms are tiny and 
infinite. It’s what we do 

every day without think-
ing about it. It’s how in 
America, I pay for things 
as marked without consid-
ering the price, but in Paki-
stan, my mom will negoti-
ate the price of everything 
down to the cent to get the 
best deal. It’s how most 
people are taught to not talk 
to strangers, and taught to 
lock their doors or sneeze 
into their elbow. It’s also all 
the ways we interact with 
each other. Interactions like 
how I nod or smile at a pass-
erby, and greet a friend or 
raise my hand to acknowl-
edge another driver’s un-
derstanding. These inter-
actions unfortunately also 
include casual sexism. 

Casual sexism is a part of 
everyday American life. It’s 
all the jokes, looks, taunts, 
catcalls, and assumptions 
women deal with, without 
even thinking about the fact 
that we are dealing with 
them. More often than not, 
I, and many women I know, 
put our heads down or walk 
faster as we approach a 
group of men. This isn’t 
out of a debilitating fear of 
men we all share, rather a 
response to the thousands 
of stares and gestures and 
“hey sweethearts,” we’ve re-
ceived in our lifetime. It is a 
norm for me, as a woman, to 
do this and it is also a norm 

Why women calling out 
sexist jokes and casual 

advances isn’t ‘too sensi-
tive,’ it’s just right.

for them, as men, to stare. 
It’s a norm for a boy to tell 
a girl she can’t play foot-
ball at recess cause it’s too 
rough. It’s even a norm for 
parents to teach their daugh-
ters that. It’s a norm to call 
something weak, girly. It’s 
a norm to consider some-
thing brave, “ballsy,” manly.  

A complete intolerance 
means calling out the boy 
next door as he makes a 
casual joke that normally 
we let go because ‘it’s just 
a part of life’ and calling 
out every joke would be ex-
hausting. It’s true, calling 
out each joke or catcall is 
exhausting, because there’s 
so many; and every time we 
do, we are “too sensitive.” 
The whole debate on sen-
sitivity is shut down when 
you analyze just how im-
portant each small aspect 
of sexism is. The leeway 
that casual sexism gives 
men, cause larger issues to 
happen because if men can 
get away with sexist jokes 
without issue, they will be 
more likely to deviate from 
the accepted norm: don’t 
harass women. Rather, the 
opposite happens, since 
the jokes are okay, the ha-
rassment becomes more 
commonplace and in turn 
the norm itself shifts: it’s 
okay to harass women in the 
workplace. The joke, indi-

vidually, probably doesn’t 
affect our job, it just gives 
us a miniscule discomfort 
and perhaps anger. An anger 
we’ve learned to ignore. If 
women start getting angry 
about each minuscule part of 
the culture of sexism, men 
will be forced to address 
these issues, in turn, paving 
a way for larger issues to be 
addressed. If it’s not cultur-
ally accepted for men to just 
gawk at women as they pass 
by, they won’t do it as much. 
They also won’t try and get 
away with a greater deviance 
from cultural norms, such 
as harassing their female 
coworkers. 

Finally, a response to men 
feeling attacked lately, men 
feeling as though they can’t 
say *anything* without 
getting *targeted. * Are you 
serious? The blatant institu-
tional power is displayed in 
these remarks. Men have the 
audacity to feel attacked for 
not being able to objectify 
and put women down freely. 
We have given them this au-
thority with our compliance. 
Not anymore. The notion 
that you can put down a 
woman as long as it’s a joke 
is absurd and disgusting. It 
is also telling of the lack of 
respect men in general who 
make these jokes have for 
women, because as a culture 
we have conditioned them 

this way. My response to 
those men is, tough luck, 
because no, we will not let 
you put us down anymore. 
It isn’t okay as a joke, as a 
look, as harassment, rape, 
or murder. No, I will not 
shut up, no I will not deal 
with it or get over it. You 
will get over it and you will 
give women the respect they 
deserve, because you will 
never lose your dignity or 
your life at the expense 
of a joke (or millions of 
jokes). You are sexist, and 
I will not let you demean 
me while saying “yeah, I 
guess women deserve equal 
pay which means I’m in the 
clear.” 2017 started a move-
ment that has the potential of 
changing the United States, 
ladies, don’t stop fighting 
but do stop tolerating. 2018 
is our year.

This Week at K 
Wednesday, Jan. 24

Wind-Down Wednesday: 
Cookie Decorating
6:00 p.m., Hicks

Graduate School: 
Insiders’ Perspectives
6:00 p.m., Dewing 103

Thursday, Jan. 25

Sophomore Meeting: 
Majoring or Minoring   

in CS?
11:30 a.m., OU 312

Physics Candidate 
Public Talk

4:10 p.m., OU 207

Inside the Title IX 
Process

7:00 p.m. Hicks       
Banquet Hall

Friday, Jan. 26

Community Reflection 
11:00 a.m., Stetson

Zoo Flicks: Wonder
9:30 p.m., Dewing 103

Saturday, Jan. 27

Swimming & Diving
 vs. Calvin 

1:00 p.m., Natatorium 

Zoo After Dark:     
Playtime with Cirque

9:30 p.m., Dalton

DECLARATION OF MAJOR DAY
Sophomores: are you ready for a major celebration?

5th Week Wednesday
10:55 a.m. - 11:55 a.m.

Hicks Banquet Hall

SHARMEEN CHAUHDRY
a&e editor
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Dr. Laura Furge appointeD interim provost

Change is on the 
horizon for campus 

administration

CAVAN BONNER
staff writer

Longtime provost Mickey 
McDonald will be leaving 
his position at Kalamazoo 
College in order to assume 
the role of president of the 
Great Lakes Colleges Asso-
ciation (GLCA), a consor-
tium of 13 liberal arts col-
leges in Michigan, Ohio, 
Indiana and Pennsylvania. 
McDonald will be officially 
leaving at the end of June - 
in the meantime, Associate 
Provost Dr. Laura Furge is 
preparing to take on the role 
of Interim Provost on July 1. 

According to a letter from 
President Gonzalez, Mc-

Donald oversaw the hiring 
of one third of K’s current 
tenure-track faculty and is 
responsible for “increas-
ing faculty of color from 
approximately 15 percent 
to 25 percent, and women 
faculty from approximately 
45 percent to 55 percent.” 
McDonald was also in-
volved in the creation of 
the Arcus Center for Social 
Justice Leadership, and 
in the implementation of 
updated graduation require-
ments and curricular inno-
vations. President Gonzalez 
said that he will miss Mc-
Donald’s “sharp mind, in-
sightful knowledge of the 
College and of higher ed-
ucation, unflappable per-
sonality, good humor and 
friendship.” 

McDonald will, however,  
keep some ties to Kalama-

zoo College through his role 
as president of the GLCA 
— to which K belongs —  
and through his position as 
Co-Coordinator of K’s stra-
tegic planning initiative. 

With Dr. Furge leaving 
her position as Associate 
Provost for the 2018-19 ac-
ademic year, another faculty 
member will take on that 
role. Over the course of the 
next year, the College will 
hire an outside search firm 
that will oversee the hiring 
process for the new provost. 
Dr. Furge says that there 
are several reasons that the 
College relies on an outside 
firm to do this task. When 
filling such a high-level 
position, the college con-
ducts a national search with 
an initial applicant pool of 
around 100 candidates. 

Since “many potential ap-

Mandelle Hall will house a new provost  [Graham Key / The Index]

Zoo Flicks Review

Offseason Training

plicants would not want their 
current home institutions/
departments to be aware 
that they were considering 
leaving,” the search firm is 
able to insure confidenti-
ality. They are also able to 
handle the complex logis-
tics of scheduling the initial 
Skype interviews and man-
aging applicant files. Ad-
ditionally, the search firm 
offers a vast network of 
contacts that deepens the 
talent and diversity of the 
applicant pool. 

Once the list has been nar-
rowed to 8-12 candidates, 
they will be flown out for 
brief in person interviews 
with the search commit-
tee. Of those candidates, 
Dr. Furge says the commit-
tee will “select 3-4 finalists 
for on-campus, public inter-
views. In total, the process 

The English department 
is currently conducting a 
search for a new poetry pro-
fessor to replace Di Seuss, 
former Writer in Residence. 
After receiving 216 initial 
applications, the search com-
mittee has narrowed the pool 
to three candidates. The po-
sition involves teaching Intro 

to Creative Writing courses 
and poetry workshops, and 
also presents the opportuni-
ty to create a course based 
on the candidate’s interests 
and specialties.

The final candidates are 
Ching-In Chen of Sam 
Houston State University, 
Michelle Brittan Rosado of 
the University of Southern 
California, and Oliver Baez 
Bendorf of the University 
of Wisconsin Madison. All 
currently teach poetry-fo-
cused courses at their re-
spective schools, and have 

The search for a new 
poetry professor is 

coming to a close, with 
three finalists remaining

engLish Department reaches FinaL stages oF search

EMMA THEISS
staff writer

published works of poetry 
and other writing. The final 
candidates were invited to 
the school for in-person in-
terviews, mock classes, and 
presentations of their work.

All professors from the 
English department partici-
pated in the search commit-
tee, as well as philosophy 
professor Chris Latiolais and 
art professor Sarah Lindley. 

“All of the final candi-
dates were chosen based on 
talents in poetry, and interest 
in the intersection between 
poetry and social justice,” 

Andrew Mozina, English 
professor and search com-
mittee chair, said. 

The applicants were nar-
rowed down based on crite-
ria including degrees, social 
justice involvement, how 
they might fit in the liberal 
arts environment, and how 
they could bring diversity 
to the faculty.

Each candidate’s visit in-
cluded significant student 
involvement, with students 
volunteering to sit in on 
classes, go to lunch with 
candidates, and/or attend 

the public talks. Students 
then had the opportunity 
to give feedback on each 
candidate in the form of a 
written evaluation or infor-
mal email.

All feedback was then put 
in a document and given to 
the search committee to look 
over and take into consid-
eration. 

“Student input is import-
ant and taken seriously, we 
want to see how this person 
will work with students in 
and out of the classroom,” 
Mozina said.

Following the end of these 
three visits, all that is left 
is final deliberations by the 
search committee. The com-
mittee will then make a rec-
ommendation to the Provost 
and President, who ultimate-
ly decide on a candidate 
and officially hire one to 
fill the position. The com-
mittee hopes there will be 
an offer to one of the can-
didates in the next month.

of finding and hiring a new 
provost should take around 
six months. 

Dr. Furge said that she 
would not be surprised if 
many students do not know 
exactly what a provost does. 
In fact, she admits, “I know 
I didn’t when I was an un-
dergraduate — and my first-
year advisor was one of the 
associate provosts!” Ac-
cording to Dr. Furge, “the 
provost works to support 
faculty in the academic 
programs of the college — 
from classes to co-curricu-
lar activities —  all of which 
are student-centered, mis-
sion-driven activities.” Ad-
ditionally, the provost “sup-
ports departmental faculty 
searches and helps depart-
ments to bring talented new 
faculty to our community 
of learners.” Finally, the 

provost’s office helps link 
empower the creativity of 
the faculty with outside 
resources, such as Mellon 
grants. 

During the transition year, 
Dr. Furge says she intends to 
listen, to be fair in balanc-
ing the needs and expecta-
tions of various stakehold-
ers, and to be authentic in 
my interactions with others.”
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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Ranya Perez ‘20 reflects 
on her journey from New 
York City to Kalamazoo

humans oF K: ranya perez

Ranya Perez ‘20, sits in 
a classroom full of mostly 
upperclassmen, trying to 
dissect the dense language 
of sociological theory. 
As many students try and 
engage with words they may 
not even fully comprehend 
to appear up to pace, she 
breaks the awkward silence 
— “Why do they use words 
they know people aren’t 
gonna understand?” Her 
annoyance resonates as the 
class breaks out in nervous 
laughter and nodded agree-
ment. Perez isn’t afraid to 
admit she disagrees with 
academia’s elitist forms, 
nor is she afraid to voice 
her concerns. 

For many students, an 
intimate classroom setting 
with lots of focus on dis-
cussion can be intimidat-
ing. What is supposed to be 
said; what is supposed to be 

understood? That tension is 
well known to K College 
students, especially newer 
ones, who haven’t expe-
rienced a 5-person class 
where the professor is on a 
first name basis with their 
students. Ranya Perez is not 
one of those nervous, wide-
eyed teenagers staring into 
an academic abyss. Perez is 
always talking — in classes, 
at committees, gatherings, 
protests, or anywhere she 
feels people need to be lis-
tening; even if they didn’t 
know they needed to be. Ka-
lamazoo College promotes 
itself as a place that values 
intelligence, creativity, and 
drive. Perez embodies all of 
these ideals.

Perez, a New York native, 
has been at K for two years 
now, finding her way around 
a 1,500 student campus. 
She walks with confidence, 
carrying her NY and Do-
minican roots proudly in 
her voice, curls and social 
media. Her family moved 
from the Dominican Repub-
lic when she was two years 
old, but her neighborhood 
kept the Dominican culture 

SHARMEEN CHAUHDRY
a&e editor

alive inside of her.
 “I always felt like I was 

in the Dominican Republic 
because our whole neighbor-
hood was full of Dominicans 
— Spanish being spoken ev-
erywhere, plantains in the 
stores and a lot of music 
and dancing,” Perez said.

Perez seeks that richness 
at K in every way she can. 
She is involved with many 
organizations on campus, 
including executive board 
for the Women of Color Al-
liance (WOCA), and being 
a part of the Latin Student 
Organization (LSO) and 
Black Student Organiza-
tion (BSO).   

On top of her many extra-
curricular activities, Perez 
intends to double major in 
Anthropology/Sociology 
and Critical Ethnic Studies. 
Her scholarship takes her 
past the classroom however, 
as she is involved with 
Translating for Immigrants 
through the Center for Civic 
Engagement and was on the 
Puerto Rico Fundraising 
Committee. Her passion for 
equality and justice stretch-
es beyond her majors and 

clubs. Perez can be found 
at protests, social justice 
events, and even the caf-
eteria, schooling someone 
on how racism functions 
through institutions just like 
the one she attends. Her 
friends are always there to 
support her as well.

 “My friends and I hold 
each other down, and make 
sure we succeed in this space 
even though it wasn’t made 
for us,” Perez said. 

Perez shared her favorite 
memory at K, starring in In 
the Heights, last year’s hit 
musical with an all people of 
color cast. The show made 
history, selling out every 
show and cast members 
being invited to talk with 
local TV stations, Perez in-
cluded. Although Perez has 
made Kalamazoo her home, 
with wonderful friends and 
experience, there are a few 
drawbacks.

“There isn’t a lot of 
variety in food in Kalama-
zoo; it’s annoying and not 
very good,” Perez said, once 
again speaking truths the 
whole college can appre-
ciate. Having a Dominican 

background and being from 
a place like New York City, 
Kalamazoo doesn’t really 
stand a chance.

Aside from food, there are 
deeper troubles she faces as 
a woman of color in a pre-
dominantly white institution. 
From being the only black 
person in some classes, to 
facing casual racism on a 
regular basis, it’s an issue 
many feel comfortable ig-
noring. Perez speaks out; she 
won’t let anyone demean or 
belittle her, or anyone, for 
that matter. Whether it’s a 
Snap story calling out insti-
tutional racism, or a cafete-
ria conversation correcting 
a problematic phrase a peer 
said, she’s not here for any 
of it. Her resilience sets a 
standard for all students at 
K: no tolerance for injus-
tice. Kalamazoo College 
often perceives itself as a 
diverse and inclusive en-
vironment, but many stu-
dents of color find that’s 
not always the case. Perez 
doesn’t settle for her cir-
cumstances; she works to 
change them through clubs 
she joins, her scholarship, 

and intolerance of igno-
rance in peers. 

 “I’ve learned a lot and 
grown at K; it’s a positive 
experience even though it 
can be stressful.” Perez, 
like most students who 
endure a ten-week term, 
stresses too, the difference 
being, she owns it. If she’s 
willing to call out an elitist 
journal article, she’s equally 
willing to admit she’s having 
trouble. Often, students 
don’t think that’s allowed 
at a place like K, and just 
as often, students struggle. 
It’s college, it’s stressful. 
Embracing it makes it a 
bit easier, and that’s some-
thing Perez teaches effort-
lessly through the confi-
dence that she exudes. As 
her friend, Ashley Santana 
‘19, put it, in three succinct 
words: Radiant, Loving, 
Humorous. 

Through the good, and 
bad, Kalamazoo College 
becomes home for a few 
years, and Perez shows all 
those around her, how to 
make a college dorm feel 
like it. 

Ranya Perez ‘20. [Courtesy of Ranya Perez]

With gimmicky 
advertising and lack 
of transparency, new 

program falls flat

opinion: the probLem With green Dot

The College’s new “Green 
Dot” programming is a mis-
guided attempt at preventing 
on-campus sexual assault 
and other interpersonal vi-
olence. After attending a 
recent abbreviated Green 
Dot training, it became clear 
to me that the program is 
focused more on gimmicky 
advertising and alleviating 
made-up problems than it 
is actually teaching people 
not to rape.

Green Dot’s shortcom-
ings begin with its murky 
on-campus role. In recent 
quarters, I’ve seen posters 
interrogating, “What’s 
your Green Dot?”, green 
ribbons decorating quad 
trees, and even emblems on 
the java jackets at the Book 
Club. But after attending 

the recent training, it was 
still unclear who, exactly, 
is sponsoring the presence 
of Green Dot on campus, 
and who its leaders are. On 
top of that, access to the 
full training is also unclear. 
Why, I wondered, was it 
effective for me to receive 
training on bystander inter-
vention, when there were no 
bystanders to prevent my 
own sexual assault?

The content of Green Dot 
also let me down. Much of 
the training focused on the 
prevention of “power-based 
personal violence.” Accord-
ing to Green Dot, witness-
es of such violence have 
the power and obligation 
to interfere when witness-
ing a situation that may 
cause someone harm, such 
as the manipulation of an 
overintoxicated person at 
a party or a loud argument 
between a couple. However, 
it’s been my real-life expe-
rience that many of these 
situations do not have by-
standers in the first place. 
Green Dot imagines by-
standers in every danger-

KATE LISKA 
contributor

ous situation and rests the 
burden of stopping violence 
on their shoulders, rather 
than acknowledging that 
most abuse and violence is 
the product of targeting and 
isolation. 

During the training, our 
group was posed with dif-
ferent scenarios, much like 
those above, and asked to 
come up with distractions 
or intervention tactics. The 
training facilitator loved it 
when some students flip-
pantly suggested an “im-
promptu a capella show” 
would prevent a sexual 
assault from happening. 
When a student took issue 
with the fighting-couple 
scenario, arguing gently 
that the situation required 
far more long-term atten-
tion, her concerns were shut 
down. “We’re really trying 
to focus on the short-term, 
the here and now,” replied 
the facilitator. Perhaps this 
attitude had to do with the 
abbreviated nature of the 
training, but at the time, it 
fell very short. 

Green Dot doesn’t encour-

age students to take pow-
er-based personal violence 
— or rape, as they so care-
fully avoided saying — se-
riously. It encourages us to 
make light of serious situa-
tions, rather than to examine 
their root cause and then 
dismantle it. Green Dot is 
insensitive to situations in-
volving real abuse, in which 
the instantaneous interven-
tion of a bystander can ac-
tually cause more harm to 
all parties, if a bystander is 
even present. Green Dot fails 
to present itself in a trust-
worthy manner, and instead 
confusingly compares its 
own prevention of inter-
personal violence with the 
viral spread of Facebook. 
This was a real compari-
son that was made during 
the training. 

Green Dot is also more 
concerned with its image 
as a program than its in-
tegrity and effectiveness 
at keeping people safe and 
preventing violence, includ-
ing rape. The training facil-
itator encouraged students 
to wear green lapel pins or 

T-shirts and acquire Green 
Dot “gear” for their organi-
zation — another example 
of how Green Dot’s po-
tential long-term solu-
tions are stunted. T-shirts 
don’t prevent rape; neither 
do impromptu a capella 
shows. Rape is prevented 
when someone chooses not 
to rape. And not even that 
should get a pat on the back. 

Green Dot is unsatisfac-
tory and insensitive toward 
survivors of the violence 
it seeks to terminate, and 
its appeal to empathy and 
resolve is poorly execut-
ed. Rather than this gim-
micky excuse for sexual 
assault prevention, I chal-
lenge Kalamazoo College 
to do better than Green Dot.  

Green Dot, which promotes bystander inter-
vention, was adopted at Kalamazoo College 

in 2017. [Courtesy of Green Dot]
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Zoo Flicks: Wonder

Zoo Flicks is a movie 
program run by OSI (Office 
of Student Involvement) in K 
College in order to improve 
students’ residence lives on 
campus. It happens every 
Friday nights in Dewing 
103 with free popcorn and 
sodas provided. This program 
was originally the idea of 
Brian Dietz, associate dean 
of students, to provide 
entertainment to student in 
a big space rather than in a 
regular theater. Zoo Flicks is 
funded by the student activity 
fee, which is collected along 
with the tuition every term. 
It shows many blockbuster 
movies that are usually out of 
theater, but not available in 
DVD. It is a great opportunity 
for student to relax from a 
week’s studying and maybe 
learn something new.

OSI is changing Zoo Flicks 
to include more multicultural, 
non-mainstream movies by 
cooperating with different 
student organizations on 
campus including LSO (Latinx 

Modification of movie 
selection of OSI

Student Organization), BSO 
(Black Student Organization), 
Arcus Center for Social Justice 
Leadership, and Intercultural 
Center. These organizations 
have nominated lots of 
inspiring movies focusing 
on Black and Latino cultures, 
LGBTQIA+ community, 
and handicapped persons. 
The selection mechanism of 
movies nominated is mainly 
fueled by student voting. The 
nominated movies would 
be ranked into top 10th 
and approved to be shown. 
Students can vote online, at 
K Feast on every fall term, or 
at Exam Week Extravaganza, 
the Zoo After Dark activity 
of 10th week every terms for 

LUCY LU.LIU
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the movie schedule of next 
term. For the third week of 
2018 winter term, the movie 
shown is Wonder. 

This drama film is directed 
by Stephen Chbosky, written 
by Jack Thorne, and based on 
the 2012 novel of the same 
name by R.J Palacio. The 
running staffs of movie from 
OSI are Ravi Nair and Emilio 
Jerez. The story is about a 
boy named August Pullman 
living in North River Heights 
in upper Manhattan. He has a 
rare medical facial deformity 
which causes numerous 
surgeries. As a result, he has 
to be homeschooled by his 
mother Isabel. As August is 
growing up, his parents decide 

to enroll him in Beecher Prep, 
private school. Being new 
and different, August has to 
overcome lots of difficulties 
all surrounding gaining 
acceptance from his peers. 
Based on a children’s novel, 
the story is both realistic and 
imaginative, because the main 
story is told from perspective 
of August, a 10-year-old boy. 
Also, this movie is very 
multidimensional in that it 
tells mini-stories from every 
main characters’ perspectives, 
which enables the audience 
to understand their own 
situations and tells the truth 
that there is no complete 
good or bad in this world. 
Angel Banuelos ‘21 read 

the novel within a day and 
comments that the story is 
well-developed and emotional 
intelligent.

This movie is just one drop 
of water in a whole ocean 
that reflects human lives. It 
is important to see things we 
are not familiar with, to try 
things we don’t understand, 
and to forgive differences 

between us that make this 
world colorful. Therefore, 
participating in Zoo Flicks 
is a great way to experience 
other people’s lives through 
movies while you relax with 
your friends. 

 [Courtesy of firstchance.org]

Gold Afolabi ‘21 was a 
member of the soccer team 
for four years at Mansfield 
High School in Arlington, 
Texas before playing for K.  
He was excited to hear that the 
men’s soccer coach at K was 
wanting to recruit him to come 
and play for his team.  “The 
coach told me that he liked 
my style of play,” Afolabi 
said.  “He wanted to find a 
way to incorporate me into 
his team.”

Originally from Nigeria, 
Afolabi moved to the United 
States in 2013.  As a child, he 

always enjoyed playing soccer, 
but never took it seriously 
until he was on his high school 
team.  

Although the men’s soccer 
team is not in season currently, 
the athletes do a lot of training 
to prepare for next year.  
Afolabi will participate in the 
soccer team’s winter league, 
workout and lifting sessions, 
spring practices, and come up 
with a summer workout plan.  
It is important to stay focused 
on your athletic career even 
when not in season.

Afolabi has set goals for 
himself for the upcoming 
season.  “I hope to break into 
the MIAA first-team next year 
and to score more goals,” he 
said.  He wants to continue to 
work hard to not only benefit 
himself but his teammates as 
well.  He is always looking for 

a bigger challenge and playing 
soccer in college has allowed 
him to do so.  “The two most 
important things that being 
a college athlete has taught 
me are time management 
skills and how to handle 
responsibilities,” Afolabi said.  

Outside of soccer, Afolabi 
enjoys getting to know people.  
“I think learning from other 
people’s experiences is 
interesting and my favorite 
part about college so far has 
been meeting so many great 
people”.  This is one of the 
reasons why he is thinking 
about majoring in Psychology.  

Afolabi came to K for 
academic reasons as well.  
“Academics are just as 
important as athletics and 
I will continue to focus on 
my grades while training for 
soccer as well,” Afolabi said. 

First Year Profile: Getting to Know Gold Afolabi
Student-Athlete Pursues 
Academic and Athletic 

Excellence at K 

KAITLYN SHAFER
contributor

 [Kaitlyn Shafer / Index]

Are you interested in 
getting stronger and lifting 
weights with friends on 
campus? Now there’s a 
club for that! The Kalama-
zoo Barbell Club meets five 
days a week to lift weights 
together. 

“The Barbell Club is our 
attempt to build a com-
munity of weightlifters on 
campus,” co-president Greg 
Kearns ‘20 said. “There’s 
so many individual people 
using the Fitness/Wellness 
Center and Anderson, but 
it’s become a kind of inde-
pendent kind of thing. We 
saw it as an opportunity to 
bring people together, under 
one banner, under one team, 
to support one another with 
their training efforts.”

Right now the club has 
about ten to 15 members  [Courtesy of Hunter Angileri]

and plans to recruit more 
members soon by tabling. 
The club’s current mem-
bership is made up of about 
25 percent non-athletes, and 
they hope to recruit more 
non-athletes. The club will 
also be hosting a powerlift-
ing competition around the 
end of ninth week, which 
anyone on campus is invited 
to join. 

Powerlifting is a competi-
tion comprised of three lifts: 
bench, squat and deadlift. In 
the competition, men and 
women will be organized 
into either an upper or lower 
weight class of each gender 
and their highest weight 
lifted in each of the three 
categories will be compared 
to find a winner.

To Kearns and co-pres-
ident Hunter Angileri ‘20, 
weightlifting is a fun and 
social activity with the goal 
of making progress. Accord-
ing to Kearns, weightlift-
ing is “actually this thing 
you can break down into 
all these different minute 
things you need to work on. 
It’s definitely a very com-
plicated process that most 
people don’t realize. Once 

Kalamazoo Barbell Club is Home for Weightlifting Community
Club invites students to 

Powerlifting Competition 
and seeks students 

to lift with

MARYCLARE COLOMBO
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you get into the process, 
you’ll continually get better, 
and it’s really fun to get to 
see yourself get stronger 
and stronger.”

Angileri agrees and also 
finds it fun to spend time 
with friends who encour-
age one another, spot each 
other, and teach each other 
ways to keep improving. 
“You’ll reach blocking 
points at some part along 
your journey, but it’s never 
a part where you can stop 
increasing the amount of 
weight you lift. Even the 
people who’ve been lifting 
for 30 years can still keep 
improving their total,” An-
gileri said. 

“There’s so much to per-
sonal fitness that people 
treat as individual but you’ll 
hit your own plateaus if 
you’re working by your-
self,” Kearns added. “We 
think with just competition 
encouragement you can push 
past those.

If you have any questions, 
are interested in joining the 
club or in participating in 
the powerlifting competi-
tion, contact Hunter Angil-
eri at k16ha01@kzoo.edu. 

The Index Needs You!
email index@kzoo.edu to join our team
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Winter, for most sports, 
is the season of training. 
No games or meets, no 
structured sport specific 
practices. Lots of weight, 
agility and speed training 
in preparation for the up-
coming season. The overall 
goal of offseason condition-
ing is to stay prepared for 
the season and to get better 
through sport nonspecif-
ic training. Gaining more 
muscle to move guys out 
of the way in football. Or 
maybe increasing speed and 
agility to make tough shots 
in soccer or lacrosse.

    Each sport has differ-
ent programs to maximize 
the outcome of the offsea-
son. Athletes are more or 
less on their own to do the 

program provided by their 
coach. First-year football 
player Noah Ellinger has 
this kind of experience in 
training after the conclu-
sion of the season.

    “Offseason training is 
structured with given work-
outs by our coaches. These 
workouts are not mandato-
ry,” said Ellinger ‘21.

    Most athletic team off-
season training programs are 

optional but highly recom-
mended. There is a signif-
icant difference come the 
start of the season of those 
who train and those who 
don’t. People that train stay 
in consistent shape, normal-
ly the condition they are in 
during the season. This may 
not seem as significant to 
most, but athletes see the 
difference. At the begin-
ning of their sports’ season, 

Student athletes focus 
on improvement in the 

offseason

the athlete can tell if they 
met their goal of training 
in the offseason. The dif-
ferences are small but as 
a team they add up. First-
year women’s soccer player 
Lillian Schmidt describes 
this joint effort.

    “It [offseason condi-
tioning] allows you to work 
more on the technical side of 
the sport at practice rather 
than working on getting into 

shape,” said Schmidt ‘21.
    Overall the effects of 

staying in shape have proven 
to be beneficial. The closer 
an athlete is to being season 
ready, the more skill/posi-
tional work they can do at 
the beginning. This bene-
fits the team atmosphere 
as well. Conditioning is no 
longer grunted and groaned 
at as bad. Even though there 
will still be those drills, they 

are achieved with quicker 
success. Offseason train-
ing puts the emphasis on 
the seasonal skills need to 
perform at a high quality 
of play.

    “It [offseason condition-
ing] helps the team because 
there are less inhibiting in-
juries since everyone’s body 
is still used to working that 
hard,” said Schmidt ‘21.

    Each sport has differ-
ent focuses when training in 
the offseason. While football 
works with weights, soccer 
works agility and endur-
ance. Any sport at Kalam-
azoo College experiences 
similar effects of training. 
Whether in season or out 
of season, student athletes 
focus on their improvement 
in athletics and academics.

GRIFFIN CONLEY
layout editor

Offseason Conditioning Takes No Days Off

 [Courtesy of www.kzoo.edu]

This Week at K 

Thursday, Feb. 1

Monte Carlo 
Registration

8 a.m., ARCUS

Sister Circle
4 p.m., Counseling 

Center

Friday, Feb. 2

Student Funding Board 
Election

9:00 a.m.

Community Reflection
11 a.m, Chapel

Saturday, Feb. 3

Monte Carlo
9 p.m., Hicks

Wednesday, Jan. 31

Monte Carlo Guest 
Registration Begins

8 a.m., Hicks

Confident at 
Commencement: 

Finance & Budgeting
11 a.m., Dewing 103
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In its second year, K 
Team continues to foster 

an inclusive, body-
positive space

student OrganizatiOn spOtlight: K team

With winter weather and 
midterm season both in full 
force, it can be difficult to 
maintain a healthy mind 
and body. That sort of ho-
listic wellness is exactly 
what K Team, which leaders 
describe as “a welcoming, 
inclusive and creative com-
munity,” wants to help stu-
dents achieve. 

“In a culture that glorifies 
stress and perfectionism, we 
want to remind people that 

it’s okay – and necessary – 
to take care of yourself,” 
leader Savannah Kinchen 
‘18 said. 

K Team offers a wide 
range of activities to suit 
all interests, schedules, 
and levels of fitness – this 
year’s offerings have in-
cluded guided meditation 
sessions, beginner-friendly 
HIIT workouts, apple-pick-
ing trips, and winter hikes 
at the Lillian Anderson Ar-
boretum. All provide an op-
portunity for students to 
escape from the stress of 
life at K. 

This year’s leadership 
has made it a point to make 
the organization even more 
accessible to students who 

ELYSE TUENNERMAN
co-editor in chief

want to practice self-care 
and wellness through means 
other than going to the gym.

“I’ve really enjoyed the 
events that have gotten 
us out of the gym space,” 
Karina Pantoja ‘20 said. 
“I still really enjoy doing 
workouts and promoting ex-
ercise and movement as a 
form of self-care, but I think 
it’s also important to create 
space for self-care outside 
of the gym, which can be 
an intimidating space for 
some individuals”

K Team takes a fluid 
and inclusive approach to 
membership; all students 
are welcome to attend as 
many or as few events as 
they would like. Leaders 

use an open Facebook group 
to communicate with the 
student body – not just about 
upcoming events, but also to 
share words of encourage-
ment throughout the term. 

“We wanted to share some 
more ways to slow down 
and take care of yourselves 
amongst the craziness of 
[college] – you all deserve 
it,” reads a post from Claire 
Howland ‘18, which includ-
ed a list of “ways to cope 
at K.”

This week’s events include 
a “just-for-fun” painting 
event on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 7 from 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
and an all-day cross country 
ski trip on Friday, Febru-
ary 9, co-hosted with the 

Kalamazoo Outdoor Club. 
“I really hope people 

who haven’t had a chance 
to make any of our events 
can come join us on this 
self-care journey, no matter 
where they are in their own,” 
Pantoja said.

“I just want people at K 
to know that, even though 
the organization’s leader-
ship is entirely new this year 
and the mission statement 
has shifted from body pos-
itivity to self-care, we are 
here to serve them. That 
means promoting and en-
couraging self-care for all 
bodies and abilities so that 
K can become a space for 
self-love.” 

(Left to right) K Team leaders Claire Howland ‘18, Savannah Kinchen ‘18, and Raen Wolmark ‘20 at K Fest this fall. [Courtesy of Savannah Kinchen]

We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
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and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
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Osi WelcOmes neW directOr
Jon Collier speaks 

on Accessibility and 
Transparency with 

Student Organizations

GABRIEL STANLEY
opinions editor

Nestled in the hallway of 
the Hicks Student Center 
past the radio room, the 
Office of Student Involve-
ment (OSI) is filled with 
students rushing in and out 
of the glass door. Kalama-
zoo College is filled with 
students leading on-cam-
pus organizations seeking 
to be come further involved 
with the student body, and 
OSI seeks to assist all who 

enter. This influx of students 
and the piling responsibil-
ities on the workers of the 
office have brought about 
the arrival of OSI’s newest 
member, Director of Student 
Activities Jon Collier.

With experience dealing 
with students at a small 
liberal arts college, Collier 
developed his knowledge of 
the position through previ-
ous work at Albion College. 
As the Assistant Director 
for Greek Life and Student 
Organization, he interacted 
with and assisted members 
of the student body at Albion 
who sought assistance for 
some of the same reasons 
as they would at Kalama-
zoo. When learning of the 

position at Kalamazoo, he 
was drawn to the institu-
tion from his acknowledg-
ment of the strength of the 
institution and its students.

As a new employee, 
Collier is taking his time 
to examine the forces at Ka-
lamazoo College that make 
the school function.

“I want to listen to the 
philosophies, try to learn 
as much as I can, getting 
to a point where I can help 
out,” Collier said.

A large part of the posi-
tion will constitute of speak-
ing with student leaders and 
establishing connections 
among the student body. 
Collier seeks to assist with 
the development of student 

Jon Collier, Director of Student Activities. [Elyse Tuennerman / The Index]

organization and crafting 
strong student leaders. His 
vision has the goal of student 
organizations that can run 
independently, with OSI 
being a guide and a con-
stant source of assistance 
if needed. This approach 
is one that emphasizes the 
involvement of student or-
ganizers to give them expe-
riences that will ultimately 
allow them to develop skills 
transferable to endeavors 
outside and past college life.

“Leadership is the way 
you approach the organi-
zation,” Collier says, “OSI 
gives the ability to help stu-
dents, see their ideas become 
a reality.”

An important aspect of 

Collier’s vision is the ac-
cessibility of the services of 
OSI to the student body, the 
belief that students should 
have access to the resourc-
es that Kalamazoo College 
can provide without any red 
tape. The support of student 
organizations with an em-
phasis on assisting those 
who have formed clubs and 
seek to build them up or 
those who want to make a 
new club is of the utmost 
importance.

The changes sought by 
Collier align with the spirit 
of OSI – the inclusiveness 
and accessibility of the stu-
dents to campus program-
ming is something that can 
be achieved through interac-

tions with the office itself. 
Collier seeks a mutually 
beneficial relationship with 
the student body, where the 
needs of the students allow 
him insight to the function-
ing of the school which he 
can subsequently address. 
This progress towards trans-
parency and access is made 
as a community, by OSI 
and Collier, and through 
the student body.

Students wishing to meet 
Collier are invited to meet 
him in the Book Club this 
coming Monday, 2/12, 
during common time. Snacks 
will be provided!
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Because I wait too long to 
actually process
My vision can’t compre-
hend what loss is,
So I stare at a corpse and 
I feel sad
An emotion my tear ducts 
refuse to understand
So I get mad
Really mad
At a God my parents believe 
in
But a God I only pray to 
when I see sin
Sin dirtier than the dead rat 
I keep in my closet
Sin that demands only tears 
as a deposit
I see enough of that
And I beg to cry

Because my pride yells at me
Insults hit me like darts
Jimmy called me “ugly”
I pretended it didn’t hurt
Instead, I kicked him in his 
private parts
He screamed

Interested in writing, photography, videography, web design or layout? 

Join us this quarter!  

thekzooindex.com

I sighed
With the sad realization that 
unlike me
Jimmy could cry

Because I’m horrified
The tears will produce more 
pain
I don’t like “lived” as much 
as “died”
An ending is more pleasing 
than words in vain

Because I love my mom
Whose tears fall like a piano 
held by a string
They build up and fall like 
my shaky palms
When my heart is over-
whelmed by their sting
Bee-like
I feel her pain but I can’t 
save her
Never be her Savior
The tears want to fall
But I control their behavior
Because I know I can be 
stronger for her

Because of the drought on 
the surface

Poem of the Week:
Why I Suck At Crying

EMMA TOOMEY
contributor

Tears are the rain and flood
That only let the Hurt in

Because falling water is too 
powerful
I need hydration of the soul
Letting go is painful
So I don’t let go

Because my emotions never 
harvest
The feelings that compose 
what my heart is
So if you give me your heart
I may seem heartless
“I’m sorry.”

Because you felt something 
when I said it
But you didn’t feel its in-
tention

Because I suck at crying.

The Index Needs You!

 

 [Courtesy of Chuck Stull, Griffin 
Conley, and Emma Peters]
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Darwin Day is an 
international celebration 
of Charles Darwin on his 
birthday, which falls on 
Monday, February 12. 
Every year at Kalamazoo 
College, students help 
to organize a celebration 
which features speaker Dr. 
Robert Perlman, a theme 
of evolutionary medicine 
and a newly-formed 
collaboration between the 
human physiology class and 
digital art class. 

Each pair of science 
students joined one digital 
art student to create a poster 
related to evolutionary 
medicine. There are about 
13 or 14 posters that will 
be displayed to advertise 
the event along with an 
informative poster all around 
campus.

Dr. Santiago Salinas’ 
human physiology class 
is taught through an 
evolutionary lens. “Because 
the class has such an 
evolutionary focus on the 
human body, I decided I 
was going to get the class 
involved somehow with the 
preparation,” Salinas said. 

Salinas talked with 
Richard Koenig, professor 
of digital art and decided to 
have students work together 
come up with topics and 
designs for posters.  “It 
would be a collaborative 
work between scientists 
and artists,” Salinas said. 
“We’ve given free reign to 
do whatever they want as 
long as they produce a piece 

of digital art that has some 
evolutionary underpinning.”

According to Salinas, this 
first year of collaboration 
is a test to see whether it 
benefits students: “One of 
the main reasons, in terms 
of educational value in the 
project, is to force cross-
discipline collaboration and 
communication, which is 
becoming more and more 
common in today’s world. I 
wanted to force my students 
to have to talk with artists, or 
to have to talk with people 
who are not in their academic 
sphere. I will have to do 
some evaluation whether it 
was actually something they 
felt was worth it.” 

You can attend the Darwin 
Day celebration on Monday, 
February 12  at 4:15 p.m. in 
DOW 226. 

Cross-discipline creations 
and communications 
may benefit students.

MARYCLARE COLOMBO
features editor

Scientists and Artists Collaborate to Create Darwin Day Posters

[Submitted by Santiago Salinas]

This Week at K 
Thursday, Feb. 8

WMU Career Fair
10 a.m., WMU

Wind Up Wednesday: 
Songs of Freedom

6 p.m., Banquet Hall

Friday, Feb. 9

Winter Break Day!

Saturday, Feb. 10

Sustainabilitea Social
11 a.m., ACSJL

Women’s Basketball v. 
Calvin

3 p.m., Anderson

Wednesday, Feb. 7

STEM Career Fair
10 a.m., WMU

Sophomore Declaration 
of Major Day

10:55 a.m., Hicks Banquet 
Room

Poster by Elyse Tuennerman

Poster by Marvel Cross

CATCH THE VAN!

Center for Career and Professional Development

Don't miss three  

job/internship fairs in February. 

Meet in Red Square for a ride! 

Details at: kzoo.joinhandshake.com. 

GIANT
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Dr. Laura Furge Chosen to 
attenD hers InstItute 

Incoming Interim 
Provost hopes to develop 

her strengths as leader 
in higher education at 

intensive institute  

CAVAN BONNER
staff writer

Incoming Interim Provost 
Dr. Laura Furge was recently 
selected to attend the 
Higher Education Resource 
Service (HERS) Institute, 
a two-week leadership 
development program for 
women in higher education. 
Her attendance has been 
covered by a full ride from 
the Clare Boothe Luce 
Foundation, a non-profit 
that supports women in 
science and engineering (Dr. 
Furge is also a Professor of 
Chemistry at K). 

Each year, 60 women 
from a diverse mix of 
institutions are selected to 
engage in two weeks of 
mentoring and networking. 
As a result, Dr. Furge says 
that participants come back 
to their home institutions 
with a network of peers, 
“so you are not alone in 
figuring out really difficult 
problems.”  

Before attending HERS, 
Dr. Furge will have to 
come up with a plan 

for personal leadership 
development and a project 
or idea that she wants to 
refine over the course of 
the program. To develop a 
personal leadership plan, 
participants are asked to 
conduct interviews with the 
senior academic staff of 
their institution to better 
understand their personal 
approaches and experiences. 

The project plan consists 
of developing a solution at 
HERS that they can then 
bring back to their home 
institution. As a chemistry 
professor,  Dr. Furge 
knows a great deal about 
the unique challenges to 
conducting natural science 
research in small liberal arts 
college setting. However, 
she has less knowledge of 
similar best practices and 
approaches when it comes 
to the social sciences and the 
humanities. Therefore, her 
project at HERS will involve 
furthering her expertise in 
this area. 

Dr. Furge emphasized 
that while faculty at K 
are encouraged to make 
excellent teaching a priority, 
their research productivity 
still matters a great deal, as it 
helps ensure that K students 
are getting an education that 
reflects current thinking. 
More concretely, ongoing 
research also generates 

Chemistry Club wins it 
all at the 2018 Battle of 
the Chem Clubs

BrIngIng home the au

ADDIE DANCER
news editor

opportunities for K students 
to develop experience in 
their respective fields. 
Additionally, Dr. Furge 
says that professors with 
high research productivity 
can increase “the national 
reputation of the college, 
which draws the most 
qualified students and 
also funding from private 
foundations.”

Accordingly, the tenure 
process has evolved since 
the late 90s, when the 
college began to search 
for new faculty with active 
research agendas. Now, 
according to Dr. Furge, the 
tenure process “looks at 
each individual’s teaching, 
service to the community 
and their scholarship — 
how they have been able 
to stay connected to their 
discipline.”

Beyond the opportunities 
for leadership growth and 
networking, Dr. Furge also 
looks forward to attending 
HERS for the opportunities 
it will provide to discuss 
common professional 
and personal experiences 
amongst women in higher 
education. All things 
considered, she hopes that 
the opportunity to reflect and 
grow as a leader alongside 
other women will help the 
College operate at its best 
during her year as provost.  

 (Left to right) Chris Vennard ‘20, Bri Leddy ‘19, Audrey Thomas ‘19, Liz Knox ‘21, Adam Decker ‘21, Maria Fuji ‘18, Jake 
Sypniewsk ‘20 represented Kalamazoo College at the Battle of the Chem Clubs competition

While the rest of the 
country stays glued to 
their televisions in hopes 
of witnessing the stunning 
feats of Olympic medalists, 
the campus community here 
at Kalamazoo College need 
look no further than its own 
chemistry department to find 
champions.

On Saturday, January 
27, the Kalamazoo College 
Chemistry Club returned 
victorious from a day-long 
excursion at Michigan State 
University, taking first 
overall at the annual “Battle 
of the Chem Clubs.” Beating 
out eleven other Michigan-
based teams, including 
traditional “big winners” 
such as Hope College and 
Wayne State University, K 
students returned the Silver 
Separator Tunnel Trophy to 
the Dow Science Building 
for the first time since 2013. 

“The win definitely sets 
us apart from the other 
schools, and I think we’ve 
been deserving it for a 
while,” club secretary and 
competitor Chris Vennard 
‘20 said. “We’ve been 
competing hard, so I’m glad 
that we finally brought the 

trophy home.”
    Alongside Vennard, 

the winning team was 
comprised of chemistry 
students Maria Fujii ‘18, Bri 
Leddy ‘19, Audrey Thomas 
‘19, Liz Knox ‘20, Jake 
Sypniewski ‘20, and Adam 
Decker ‘21, each of whom 
participated in at least one 
of seven events such as 
rounds of Speed Titration, a 
Spectroscopy Interpretation 
Challenge, and a Jeopardy-
style question-and-answer 
portion. Of all the events, 
Vennard claims the team’s 
favorite to participate in 
was Charades, in which they 
acted out terms exclusively 
relating to chemistry.

“[Charades] is super fun 
because, at its core, it’s 
a bunch of nerds getting 
together and having a good 
time,” he said.

Though Vennard admits 
that club members are 
“always” building up 
their knowledge through 
chemistry classes here 
at K, the team prepared 
for the competition itself 
by quizzing one another 
in Trivial Pursuit-style 
chemistry questions during 
the drive to Michigan State, 
as well as by practicing 
speed titration in the weeks 
before the event. And the 
team’s hard work can 
certainly be said to have 

paid off, resulting in a win 
that surprised even them.

“We … expect[ed] to go 
pretty far; we usually do 
well, making it at least to 
the semi-finals,” Vennard 
explained. “But I don’t think 
we expected to win it all.”

Perhaps it was the surprise 
of the victory that made it 
all the sweeter, as Vennard 
describes the feeling as 
being “like winning a huge 
sports event.”

“We like to liken it to 
when a football or soccer 
team makes it to the state 
finals, and you’re so hype 
for it — we were at that 
level,” he said. “It’s hard to 
really describe the energy 
without actually being there, 
you know?”

And with first-year 
Adam Decker gaining some 
experience in a statewide 
competition and team 
leaders Audrey Thomas and 
Bri Leddy to returning for 
next year’s competition as 
seniors, there are plenty of 
reasons to expect continued 
success from the defending 
champs. 

When asked if he was 
feeling good about the 
Chemistry Club’s chances 
next year, Vennard answered, 
w i t h o u t  h e s i t a t i o n , 
“definitely.”

reCap: asIa Fest 2018 
“Asia’s Got Talent” 

performance entertained 
a packed audience

LUCY LU.LIU
staff writer

Asia Fest, a yearly event 
held by the Asian Pacific 
Islander Student Association 
(APISA) and co-sponsored 
by the Office of Student 
Involvement and the 
Intercultural Center, was 
held in the Fine Arts Building 
this past weekend. The long-
running program aims to 
provide opportunities for 
students who are interested 
in or deeply attached to 
Asian culture to perform 
traditional or modern music, 
dance, fashion or  any other 
forms and express their 
unique experiences. 

Asia Fest invites people 

from different backgrounds 
to experience and appreciate 
Asian culture, and to have 
fun. The audience includes 
staff and faculty members, 
s tudents ,  community 
members, families of K 
students, and anyone who 
shows up with a good 
heart to experience Asian 
culture. The performers 
not only include Asian 
international students or 
Asian descent, but also 
anyone who has a certain 
degree of understanding of 
Asian culture and has the 
ability to present it. 

For this year’s Asia 
Fest, Li Li Huynh ‘20, 
member of APISA, took 
the role of director. With 
the help of  her mentor/
co-director/coordinator Joy 
Lim ‘19, Huynh arranged 13 
performances and created a 

special theme for Asia Fest 
2018: Asia’s Got Talent. The 
theme settled the show into 
a light-hearted competition 
a t m o s p h e r e .  H u y n h 
explained that the audience 
could vote for their favorite 
performance; the Asia Fest 
crew plans to encourage 
those with the most votes to 
return for next year’s show. 
Among the performers, there 
were a number of visiting 
international students and 
an alumni guest performer, 
Hannah Kim ‘17. 

At the end of this 
year’s show, the planning 
committee treated the 
audience with some delicious 
Asian cuisine, including 
dishes from Chuancai 
Fang and Saffron. There 
are several performances 
that are featured in Asia 
Fest every year, including 

the Fashion Show, in which 
APISA and K-Desi worked 
together to showcase and 
represent their multifarious 
heritages,  and Kpop 
Dance, in which students 
from various backgrounds 
perform dance covers of 
Korean Pop songs. Visiting 
international students 
mainly participated two 
performances. Zichen Yu 
(VI) led the song “One of 
My Taoist Num Friends” 
with Yu Shang ‘19, Qiwei 
Jiang ‘19, and Xiu Cai ‘20’s 
accompany of traditional 
Chinese instrument and 
piano. Toshifumi Yagi (VI) 
and Naoya Nozawa (VI) 
performed “Kimishidai 
Ressya” by One Ok Rock. 
They engaged the audience 
by running off the stage and 
giving high-fives, which 
lit up the atmosphere with 

enthusiasm. 
Furthermore,  there 

were two outstanding 
performances by Justin 
Elloran ‘18, who sang a 
song written by himself 
and his high school friend 
Randy about their high 
school crushes, and by 
Abigail Dickstein ‘21, who 
performed a Chinese love 
song named “Mouse Loves 
Rice.” There are more to 
mention, such as poetry 
performances by Paige 
Chung ‘20, Hanna Jeung 
‘20, and Yasi Shaker ‘20, 
and Sydney Kowalski ‘20 
to share their experiences, 
Kpop Band performance 
by Elina Choi ‘18, Jack Xu 
‘19, Joy Lim ‘19, Sydney 
Kowalski ‘20, and Huynh 
‘20, as well as Lion Dance 
by Khang Nguyen ‘21, Maya 
Hernandez ‘21, Phillip Tham 

‘20, Gabriel Ugarte ‘20, 
and so on.

Asia Fest 2018 was 
widely considered to be a 
success. Huynh described it 
as a “fun, vibrant, colorful 
event filled with talents and 
laughter,” while Lim ‘19 
noted that she appreciates 
everyone who came to watch 
the show; despite the bad 
weather and three-day long 
weekend, Dalton Theater 
was almost full. Besides 
Asia Fest, APISA will also 
be participating in AFDS, 
Afro-Fiesta-Desi-Soul, an 
event in which a variety of 
student organizations join 
together and to share culture 
and dishes from home, and 
World Night, another show 
coming up in Spring 2018.

Laura Furge is excited to pursue leadership development through HERS. [Courtesy of Laura Furge]
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.

I
THE INDEX

Co-Editor-in-Chief.........Elyse Tuennerman
Co-Editor-in-Chief.............Delaney Fordell
News Editor.............................Addie Dancer
Features Editor..............MaryClare Colombo
A&E Editor.................. Sharmeen Chauhdry
Opinions Editor.....................Gabriel Stanley 
Sports Editor.....................Madeline Woods
Web Editor........................Andrew Parsons
Layout Editor..........................Raphael Wieland
Layout Editor............................Kevin McCarty
Layout Editor..............................Griffin Conley
Copy Editor.................MaryClare Colombo
Photo Editor.................................Katia Dermot
Staff Writer.....................Alicia Madgwick
Staff Writer..........................Julia Woods
Staff Writer......................Cavan Bonner
Staff Writer.........................Emma Theiss

EDITORIAL BOARD

EDITORIAL POLICY

news



PAGE 314 FEBRUARY 2018 Features

Though there is no “typical” 
trajectory for a K College 
senior, CCPD Director Joan 
Hauxhurst observes that 
nearly all of them seem to 
be extremely busy: “Students 
are consumed by their SIP 
research, they are often 
leading organizations and 
managing part time jobs and 
they have really risen to levels 
of responsibility and challenge 
in most everything they are 
doing.” Even so, she hopes 
they will find time to attend 
some of the CCPD’s Confident 
at Commencement events. 

The event series was 
conceived four years ago 
after a series of focus groups 
with the Class of 2015 asked 
seniors what they did not 
feel confident about so the 
CCPD could help fill in those 
gaps. In the first year, the 
Hauxhurst says the CCPD 
tried to cover the key themes 
they recognized during one 
event. Since then, they have 
tried to spread out the events to 
make them more informative 

and digestible.
This year there will be six 

events, covering diverse topics 
including taxes, savings and 
the job search. Each session 
comes with a complimentary 
lunch, which Hauxhurst says 
she likes to think of as a 
parting gift for the senior class.

The series is taking place 

during winter term for a few 
reasons. First, students seem 
less busy compared to the 
spring term. Secondly, spring 
term is the time when seniors 
are most likely to apply the 
skills that the Confident at 
Commencement sessions 
teach. 

Hauxhurst says that the 

CCPD is realizing that with all 
of the demands on the average 
K senior, from comps to SIPs, 
they have attempted to expand 
their approach and “expect 
to work with graduates 
throughout the calendar.” 

“We work with a lot of 
graduates throughout the 
summer and into the fall, 

because that’s when they have 
time to make it a priority,” 
Hauxhurst said.

The CCPD is aware that 
more students seem to be 
taking a gap between between 
graduation and graduate 
school or their first major job. 
At the same time, Hauxhurst 
also says that they are aware 

that many K students “don’t 
have a safety net … that would 
allow them to take a gap year 
before applying to graduate 
school.” For this reason, the 
CCPD is trying to make post-
graduation planning available 
to both current seniors and the 
recent graduates. The career 
coaches are available for in-
person appointments and via 
email and Skype during the 
summer months. 

Finally, another important 
aspect of the summer is the 
First Destination Survey, 
which collects information 
about the first job or 
graduate school placement of 
graduated seniors. Hauxhurst 
emphasized the importance of 
filling out the survey, both for 
the school’s reputation and so 
that the CCPD can continue 
to help and support K grads.

Behind the Scenes of Confident at Commencement
With weekly workshops, 

CCPD aims to help 
students transition to   

life after K.

CAVAN BONNER
staff writer

 [The Center for Career and Professional Development is housed on the first floor of Dewing Hall.  [Elyse Tuennerman / The Index]

Branching Out With KOC

Since the start of the 
new year and the winter 
trimester, the nip in the 
air has driven most of the 
campus community indoors 
for the foreseeable future. 
The Kalamazoo Outing Club 
(or KOC) seeks to bring 
them back out again.

“Embrace the cold!” Yasi 
Shaker ‘20, a member of 
KOC’s executive board, 
said. “Spend an afternoon 
with us and you will warm 
up quickly.” 

The mission of KOC, 
according the college’s 
website, is to “provide K 
community members the 
ability to experience the 
outdoors in a noncompetitive 
and supportive environment, 
regardless of their ability, 
while at the same time, 
complimenting the general 
goals of the school by 
providing an important 
aspect of the liberal arts 
education.”

And KOC makes every 
attempt to live up to this 
mission statement. After 
spending fall quarter rock 

climbing, hiking, mountain 
biking, even camping in 
South Haven, KOC has 
made similar plans for 
winter  everything from 
sledding on the quad to 
cross-country skiing off 
campus. But even despite 
a lengthy list of outdoorsy 
activities under their belt, 
Shaker insists that KOC is, 
above all things, inclusive. 

“You don’t have to be 
crazy outdoorsy,” she said. 
“I don’t want people to be 

intimidated and believe you 
have to be super tough — 
it’s not like that at all … 
[we] are all just doing this 
for fun, to get off campus 
for a weekend.”

And KOC has the means 
to do so, according to 
Shaker. Aside from asking 
for occasional payments 
of $20 for conferences and 
certain off-campus outings, 
the club is absolutely free. 
What’s more, the KOC is 
willing and eager to hear 

new suggestions for future 
events and help make them 
happen.

“If you have a trip in mind 
and you want to go, it’s a 
really good opportunity to 
because KOC will fund it,” 
Shaker said. “All you have 
to do is plan it.”

Thus, the numerous 
opportunities provided 
to students through KOC 
are, Shaker believes, worth 
preserving for future K 
students to enjoy.

ADDIE DANCER
news editor

KOC members enjoyed a ski trip earlier this quarter. [Addie Dancer / The Index]

Kalamazoo Outing Club 
seeks new members 
to embark on new 

adventures

“This is a really nice club 
we have going,” she said. 
“It’s an accessible way to 
go outdoors, because not 
everybody can pay by 
themselves … to get out 
of K. We really want this 
to be continued so people 
can go and do these sorts 
of things together.”

Currently, Shaker and 
the rest of KOC seek to 
reach out to a larger student 
population, with a particular 
interest in attracting first-

year students to become full-
fledged members of KOC.

“Most of us in the board 
are sophomores, and most 
of us are not going to be 
here next year,” Shaker 
admitted. “So we want to 
try to continue the club by 
getting some first-years to 
join. We want to help people 
learn how to lead and mentor 
others … we don’t want to 
let it die out.”

Those interested in 
becoming a part of KOC 
or joining the group on their 
next outing can contact them 
at kalamazoooutingclub@
gmail.com or through their 
Facebook page. Future 
events this quarter include 
snowshoeing, winter hiking, 
a showing of mountain-
climbing documentary An 
American Ascent and a trip to 
Central Michigan University 
for the Midwest Outdoor 
Leadership Conference.
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Questionable Candidacy Decision

To the Department of 
History at Kalamazoo 
College:

            
We, a concerned popula-

tion of students, are worried 
about the direction the De-
partment of History is going 
in. We understand that the 
department has been shop-
ping around for a new early 
Europe professor, and that 
the candidates who have 

An open letter to the 
Department of History

visited the school have been 
carefully selected by the 
search committee. We have 
been disappointed by all 
candidates in comparison 
to Dr. Lincoln. Addition-
ally, none of the candidates 
are Medievalists, which we 
feel makes them underquali-
fied. We believe Dr. Lincoln 
should keep his position as 
he is not only the most qual-
ified, but also a very popular 
professor and a Kalamazoo 
College Alum. 

It reflects poorly on the 
department to continue 
looking at such poor re-
placements and will affect 
the department poorly for 

years to come. 
Dr. Lincoln has brought 

many students to the depart-
ment in his two years here, 
he has done well in his duties 
advising students academi-
cally and in the SIP process, 
and as a recent Alum has 
the best understanding of 
what students at this school 
go through.

 He has worked interde-
partmentally and has con-
nections across the faculty. 
He recognizes the impor-
tance of studying medieval 
history in today’s world, and 
the place it has in the future. 
We believe Dr. Lincoln de-
serves the position as he 

has better qualifications, 
is a dedicated professor, 
and therefore should not be 
removed. We will be highly 
disappointed by the depart-
ment and its members if 
he is.

For your consideration,
 
- Concerned Students

This Week at K 
Wednesday, February 14

Confident at Commence-
ment Series: Job Search 
11:05 a.m., Dew 103

LOVE IS LOVE IS 
LOVE IS

7 p.m., First Congrega-
tional Church of Ka-

lamazoo

Thursday, Februrary 15

“Neuland” (New Territo-
ry) Film Screening

5 p.m., ARCUS

Senior Performance 
Series

7:30 p.m., Dungeon 
Theatre

Friday, February 16

Community Reflection
11 a.m., Chapel

Government and Non-
profit Career Fair

1 p.m., Intercultural 
Center

Senior Performance 
Series

7:30 p.m., Dungeon 
Theatre

Saturday, February 17

Understanding Trans 
Identity and Resistance

10 p.m., ARCUS

Religion SIP 
Symposium 

1 p.m., Mandelle

Senior Performance 
Series

7:30 p.m., Dungeon 
Theatre

ANONYMOUS

Sticking with Tradition

As a first-year student not 
so long ago, I remember 
my first real exposure to 
Declaration of Major Day 
being an abundance of 
little yellow stickers all 
across campus. I saw them 
everywhere: stuck on shirts, 
on laptops and water bottles, 
on light poles and bathroom 
mirrors and the sidewalk, 
each one reading a different 
major under the phrase “I 
Declared!” I, myself, did not 
attend the actual Declaration 
of Major Day event in Hicks 
Banquet Hall, despite the 
college’s invitation to 
first-years to “see what 
all the fuss is about,” for 
fear of being out of place. 
I figured I would wait my 
turn, just like generations 
of K students had done 
before me, to decorate all 
my personal effects with 

the hard-earned fruits of 
my endeavors to overcome 
agonizing indecisiveness 
by definitively declaring a 
major or two. 

Of course, you can 
imagine my surprise only 
a week ago, on the fateful 
day I had anticipated for 
over a year, when it was not 
the faculty members of each 
department who passed out 
stickers, but the registrar 
representatives who kept 
them at the front, distributed 
only after all the necessary 
paperwork had been filled 
out and signed. And I was 
not alone in my confusion.

For those who don’t 
a l r e a d y  k n o w,  t h e 
controversy (and I use 
that word loosely — even 
I know it’s excessive to 
devote an entire op-ed 
to stickers) comes from 
the college’s decision to 
get rid of the traditional 
model of passing out an 
individualized sticker for 
each declared major, minor, 
or concentration, and instead 

distribute one single sticker, 
indistinguishable from any 
other, to each and every 
sophomore. Though the 
school has made no official 
statement on the rationale 
behind this decision, 
circulating rumors cite a 
history of single-stickered 
students being shamed by 
their multiple-stickered 
peers, thus fostering an 

How those little stickers 
got to mean so much

environment of needless 
competition in which one 
endeavors to accumulate as 
many stickers as one’s breast 
can withstand, regardless of 
their actual academic goals 
for their four years here at 
Kalamazoo College.

I can understand why 
the college would want to 
prevent such situations — 
I can even appreciate the 

attempt that was made. I 
understand that for every 
couple of relatively well-
adjusted students here at K, 
there’s at least one asshat 
who thinks plastering half 
a dozen stickers on a Rick 
and Morty sweatshirt proves 
them to be more intellectual 
than the rest of us. I can 
recognize both the existence 
of the problem as well as 
the effort being made by 
the college to stop it and 
still believe they are going 
about it the wrong way.

Limiting everyone to the 
same number of stickers 
won’t cleanse K of excessive 
academic competition; you 
could very easily argue 
it won’t even stop those 
individual conversations 
which bring about hurt 
feelings in the first place. 
The mere presence of an “I 
Declared!” sticker almost 
invariably leads to the 
question of what it was the 
stickered student declared 
— and if the answer is a 
single major, changes to the 

college’s sticker policy will 
have failed to deny those 
sticker-happy asshats the 
opportunity to shame others.

But more importantly, 
to change the traditional 
sticker model without 
actively working to combat 
an overly-competitive 
campus culture is to treat the 
symptoms without curing 
the disease. If Kalamazoo 
College truly wants to foster 
an environment in which 
single-major students are 
never subjected to unfair 
stereotypes regarding their 
intellect or ambition, the 
administration will have 
to reckon with the fact that 
the solution to the problem 
might be a touch more 
complex than sticker reform. 
At the end of the day, we all 
know the stickers are not at 
the heart of the problem — 
so why would we believe 
they are the solution?

ADDIE DANCER
news editor

[Addie Dancer / The Index]

Dr. Lincoln, professor of history. [Courtesy of www.kzoo.edu]

The Index Needs You!
email index@kzoo.edu to join our team
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Photo Spread: Asia Fest 

Artist of the Week | by Sharmeen 
Chauhdry, A&E editor  
Armina 
Mkrtchian, 
K’20, Poetry 

Photo courtesy of @metamxrphosis 

About the Artist 
● Psychology and English double major 

● Women and Gender Studies Concentration 

● Groups involved with: Women of Color 
Alliance, Office of Religious and Spiritual Life 

Armina, who often goes by Mina, embraces art 
the same way she embraces life: wholly and 
without judgement. Her fascination with the 
world drives the passion in her poetry. In art, she 
is perfectly vulnerable and for that, she is 
grateful.  

“Writing allows me to find the meaning in 
everything, and meaning isn’t always pleasant.” 
-Armina Mkrtchian 

the mentor. 
his tongue was silly string 
cold and slippery. 
worm-like declaration of 
a slug’s appearance 
reproducing in that damned rotten mouth. 
  
I thought at the very least 
the steam of his breath would 
make up for that 
underdeveloped tongue 
but— 
there was a morgue in his mouth. 
  
his tongue was a decapitated bug 
shedding its spirit piece by piece 
looking for the other part. 
I don’t know why he thought the other part 
was me, 
  
the energy exchange repelling 
enlightenment; 
dragging my soul in 
his unsanitized intentions synchronizing 
through me, 
into me. 
  
  
his aura marked the deviance of 
who I saw to be the epitome 
of a Dementor. 
 

Connect with the Artist! 
INSTAGRAM: @metamxrphosis 

SNAPCHAT: dontpanic0801 
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Artist of the Week:



SPORTS
PAGE 6 14 FEBRUARY 2018 THE INDEX

Kalamazoo College Equestrian Team Wins Third at Albion

Last Saturday,  the 
equestrian team attended 
the ninth and final show 
of the season hosted at 
Albion College’s Nancy 
G. Held Equestrian Center, 
winning third as a team and 
beating both Michigan State 
University and University 
of Michigan. 

Individual  r ibbons 
included two first place, 
three second place and the 
reserve high point ribbons 
at Albion. Throughout the 
course of the season, the 
team improved, from placing 
10th at WMU’s show in 
October to placing fifth at 
University of Michigan’s 
January show. Overall, the 
team placed seventh out of 
14 Michigan and Ontario 
colleges and universities 
that are actively part the 
Intercollegiate Horse Show 
Association Zone 6, Region 
4. 

The team hosted two home 
shows in the fall at Cedar 
Lodge Stables, where they 
take lessons. All other shows 
were hosted by WMU, 
University of Michigan, 
MSU or Albion. The team 
brought between 4-8 horses 
to every away show and 
helped to take care of them 
by feeding them hay, grains 
and water, grooming them, 
cleaning stalls and putting 
on saddles and bridles for 
schooling.

The hunt seat team has 
seven members, but was 
still able to be competitive 
against teams with dozens 
of riders. The team has three 
riders that jump over fences 
and four riders that only ride 
on the flat. Two over-fences 
riders graduate in the spring, 
so the team hopes to recruit 
more people for next year’s 
show season.

MARYCLARE COLOMBO
features editor

Team finishes show season strong 
despite having a small team

Are you interested in 
writing, photography, 

videography, 
podcasting, web 
design or layout? Join us at our weekly 

meetings on Mondays 
at 4:15 p.m. in the 

Index Office (Hicks 
116) or email us at 
index@kzoo.edu. 

[Submitted by Maren Prophit and 
MaryClare Colombo]
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CCPD Remains CommitteD to exteRnshiP PRogRam DesPite 
DeCReaseD 2018 offeRings

Though staff turnover 
and a major platform 

change were hurdles to 
providing externships 

for the summer of 2018, 
the CCPD remains 

committed to the unique 
experiential program. 

CAVAN BONNER
staff writer

Some K College students 
have noticed a significant 
decrease in the number 
of Discovery Externships 
provided by the Center for 
Career and Professional 
Development (CCPD) for 
the summer of 2018. While 
there are, indeed, fewer 
externships available for 
this summer as compared 
to last, CCPD Director Joan 
Hawxhurst wants students 
to know that the Externship 
program “is not in jeopardy, 
[that] there is not any sense 
that it is less important or 
less valuable or going away.”

According the Hawxhurst, 
while there has been no 
change in the CCPD’s 
commitment to providing 
externships, a variety of 
factors made it difficult 
to offer the usual number 
for the summer of 2018. 
Pam Sutherland, who 
previously had managed 

the Externship program, 
retired in December 2017. 
December also happens to 
be when the CCPD begins 
working with potential hosts 
on summer opportunities. 
Sutherland was largely 
responsible for initiating 

K welcomes author of 
Original Local 

authoR of the Week:
heiD e. eRDRiCh

LUCY LU.LIU
staff writer

Heid E. Erdrich is a 
writer, a poet, and most 
importantly, a member of 
the Turtle Mountain Band of 
the Ojibwe people. Coming 
from a native American 
family of writers, Erdrich’s 
work mainly include poetry, 
short stories, and nonfiction. 
Her work promotes literature 
from other native American 
writers as well. Among her 
siblings, Louise Erdrich 
ranks among the most 
renowned contemporary 
Native American writers, 
and her another sister, Lise 
Erdrich, is also publishing 
work pieces. 

O r i g i n a l  L o c a l : 
Indigenous Foods, Stories 
and Recipes from the 
Upper Midwest is Erdrich’s 
newest book published on 
October 2013, by Minnesota 
Historical Society Press. On 
the surface, Original Local 
is a cookbook containing 
Native American cuisine 
and indigenous ingredients. 
But as she said: “Behind 

every recipe there is 
history.” Food is always 
the deepest root of a culture. 
Original Local includes 
stories of Erdrich’s cooking 
experience, recollections 
of certain recipes from 
lots of Native American 
families, and fascinating 
anecdotes passed from 
generations to generations 
of old folk tales from the 
American continent before 
colonization. Original Local 
started with the “locavore” 
movement - the push to buy 
and consume locally grown 
food. Erdrich noticed the 
complete lack of awareness 
about the food’s indigenous 
origins in the enthusiastic 
Midwestern people within 
that movement. Therefore, 
she started her search to 
document old recipes from 
Native America families in 
Midwest and other places. In 
this act, she also preserves 
the tradition beneath the 
food.

On February 20, 2018, 
Kalamazoo College had 
the pleasure of the visit of 
Erdrich for discussion of the 
Original Local. The event 

was sponsored by Center 
for Civic Engagement, and 
hosted in Arcus Center for 
Social Justice Leadership. It 
was a heart-warming event 
started with Erdrich cooking 
some of her delicious dishes 
and exchanging her cooking 
experience with fellow 
participants. Erdrich is an 
approachable and kind lady. 
Throughout the event, the 
atmosphere was relaxing 
and filled with sense of 

Addie Dancer ‘20 (left) with her 2017 externship host, nonfiction author Ginger Strand (right) and Strand’s daughter, Miranda (center) hiking in Panther Mountain in June 2017
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the program in 2002 and 
developing relationships 
with hosts. Assistant Director 
Richard Sylvester took over 
Sutherland’s responsibilities 
this December, and will be 
primarily responsible for 
managing externships in 

the future. 
In addition to these staff 

transitions (two out of six 
CCPD staffers retired this 
year), the CCPD has also had 
to manage a major platform 
transition from K Connect 
to Handshake and Wisr. 

Hawxhurst explained that 
the CCPD had to “allocate 
resources to managing 
all of these transitions, 
some of the resources 
that would normally go to 
cultivating relationships 
with Externship hosts. We 

knew that there were going 
to be fewer this year because 
we had less time.”

family. The way Erdrich 
talked with her fans was like 
elders sharing their secret 
ingredients in recipes. Their 
tones were full of memory 
and love. It may be remote 
for young people who has 
no interest in cooking, but, 
when she shared her time at 
Paris, France, everybody 
grew connections to her. 
She told the story when she 
lived in France and how she 
missed food in America. 

This compassion comes 
from everyone who is far 
away from their hometown. 

Being in such a big world, 
fear of unknown is common, 
but we should be flexible and 
not afraid. Erdrich taught 
lessons of life by conducting 
her collection of recipes. 
She opened a window from 
Native America to the world, 
sharing the tradition that 
has been accumulated for 
thousands of years. She may 

have once moaned that there 
are too many indigenous 
foods that are missing. 
There has been so much 
culture that was shaved away 
in history. However, she 
always find possible way 
to cultivate culture to grow, 
to become vibrate in life.

Externship 2018         
on page 2
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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fRom k to google: 
CatChing uP With 
katie thiRy ‘14  

Alumnae reflects on 
learning, leadership     

and life after K 

ELYSE TUENNERMAN
co-editor-in-chief

At the start of her 
Ka lamazoo  Co l l ege 
experience, Katie Thiry ‘14 
never could have guessed 
that she would work for 
Google someday. But when 
she reflects on her time 
at K, it is clear that her 
K-Plan was setting her up 
for success — even if she 
did not know exactly where 
it would take her.

“One of the most valuable 
things that K gave me was 
the opportunity to be deeply 
involved in my education at 
every step of the way,” Thiry 
said. “You come out of K 
with an arsenal of extremely 
transferable skills.” 

Although Women, Gender, 
and Sexuality was not added 
as a major until Thiry’s 
senior year, she managed 
to meet the requirements to 
graduate with a double major 
in WGS and anthropology/
sociology. She kept busy 
outside of the classroom as 
well, serving as a LandSea 
leader, S3A member and 
resident of the Women’s 
Advocacy Living Learning 
House.

Thiry feels that this 
extensive extracurricular 
engagement prepared her 
for life after K. “Being 
encouraged to apply for 
so many things, having 
the freedom to take on 
leadership roles as early 
as my sophomore year 
— that allowed me to 
get comfortable leading 
initiatives, and to feel 

like I was a subject matter 
expert,” Thiry said. “That is 
so valuable once you start 
your professional career.” 

Thiry’s journey to Google 
began when a family 
friend who worked for the 
company recommended that 
she apply. “At the time, 
[Google] was hiring people 
who didn’t necessarily have 
any relevant experience, 
but had transferable skills.” 

“The hiring process can 
be long,” Thiry said. She 
applied in October 2013 
and received an offer for a 
sales position in Google’s 
Ann Arbor office about a 
month before she graduated. 
She accepted immediately.

Thiry describes Google as 
an “extremely challenging 
environment filled with 
really supportive people.” 
Because of that support, she 
was able to make the switch 
to a People Operations — 
“Google speak” for HR — 
role in San Francisco, which 
she feels suits her better 
than sales. 

“What I think is most 
amazing about Google is the 
people. I’ve made amazing 
friends, and work alongside 
some really intelligent, 
hyper-competent people,” 
Thiry said. “That’s not to say 
that there aren’t intelligent, 
hyper-competent people in 
other fields; but there is a 
deep kind of support for one 
another … the pressure is on 
all the time, because we are 
always in the international 
spotlight.”

Th i ry  s ee s  many 
connections between the 
things that she learned at 
K and the work that she 
does now. LandSea’s “lead 

Thiry, a former AnSo and WGS major, is enjoying life after K 

from behind” philosophy, 
for example, taught her to 
work on a team and tackle 
challenging situations. Her 
SIP, which was written 
as part of a production 
internship with Michigan 
Radio, gave her cold calling 
experience that led to her 
initial sales role at Google.

“Without knowing it, I 
was setting myself up really 
well with the skills that I 
needed,” Thiry said. 

Thiry thinks that current 
students should challenge 
themselves both in and out 
of the classroom —  and 
embrace the outcome, good 
or bad. “I encourage people 
not to be afraid of failure,” 
she said. “Learning to fail 
with humility and resilience 
is an invaluable skill.” 

This advice comes from 
experience. Some of the 
most difficult classes she 

took at K were the most 
impactful — Women, 
States and NGOs with Dr. 
Elman, for example, was “an 
opportunity to be challenged 
and go really deeply into 
current events.”

Another favorite was Sex 
and Sexualities with Dr. 
Garriga-López. “I took that 
class right around the time 
that I was coming out to 
my family as being queer,” 
Thiry said. “It showed me all 
this literature that reflected 
my experience.” 

Although she is no longer 
in Michigan, Thiry is still 
connected with Kalamazoo 
College. Earlier this winter, 
she met with participants in 
the K to the Bay program, 
a technology-focused 
networking experience 
initiated by Brad O’Neill 
‘93 and hosted by the Center 
for Career and Professional 

Development.
“Because Kalamazoo 

is such a small, unique 
environment, it’s really 
wonderful to interact with 
folks with whom you share 
common experiences, even 
if you never crossed paths at 
K,” Thiry said. “I wouldn’t 
have expected to meet other 
K grads all the way across 
the country, but the network 
is present and welcoming.”

Overall, Thiry is thankful 
for the ways in which her 
K education challenged her 
and helped her to grow. 
She warns current students 
against underestimating 
themselves, noting that it 
is important not to “rule 
yourself out for things that 
aren’t related to your chosen 
area of study.” After all, 
keeping an open mind is 
what led Thiry from K to 
Google.

humans of k:
 tamaRa moRRison

Kalamazoo sophomore 
speaks out about 

injustices on campus

EMMA THEISS
staff writer

When a Black Lives 
Matter poster was ripped 
from her door early this 
quarter, Tamara Morrison 
‘20 was inspired to take 
action. Although, as the 
opening speaker for 
the Martin Luther King 
Convocation on campus, she 
initially intended to simply 
introduce the speaker, she 
instead decided to share a 
speech about black rage. For 
Morrison, it was important 
to use the space to address 
issues on campus.

“It was an opportunity 
to talk about the situation, 
and educate people on why 
my response of rage was 
justifiable and why the 
action of ripping the poster 
was so terrible,” Morrison 
said. At the conclusion of 
the event, many people 
thanked Morrison for 
providing her perspective 
– black rage is something 
that is not always talked 
about on campus.

Incidents like the one she 
spoke about on MLK Day 
have escalated this year, 
highlighting the need for 
discussions about race, 
privilege, and oppression 
at Kalamazoo College. 
Recently, for example, a 
second-floor Black History 
Month poster in Hoben 
Residence Hall was defaced 

with a snowball. Morrison 
does not believe that college 
staff and administration is 
doing enough – if anything 
at all – to address these acts 
of racism.

“There is no program or 
process to report acts of 
racism. Even the Student 
Code of Conduct does not 
address that properly, so 
there are no repercussions 
for students,” Morrison said.

Morrison is passionate 
about social justice, working 
hard every day to oppose 
oppression and harmful 
behaviors on campus. 
Originally from Detroit, 
she is a double major in 
critical ethnic studies and 
psychology, with a minor 
in English.

As  someone  who 
is very active in both 
student organizations and 
opportunities in the greater 
Kalamazoo area,  Morrison 
is taking full advantage of 
her time here at K. She 
works at the Arcus Center 
for Social Justice Leadership 
as an Arcus Center Liaison. 
She also is a member of the 
Black Student Organization 
(BSO); a volunteer with 
the Office of Student 
Involvement (OSI); and a 
Co-Facilitator of FIRE, an 
organization in Kalamazoo 
that gives youth a space 
to have a voice and feel 
empowered. With FIRE, 
Morrison mostly works on 
poetry workshops through 

a program with CCPD. To 
top it all off, she was also 
recently accepted to study 
abroad in Kenya for six 
months next year. 

While a busy schedule 
like Morrison’s could be 
overwhelming, she finds 
meaning in everything she 
is involved in. “The Arcus 
Center has educated me on 
social justice, and how to use 
that knowledge to actually 
make change, and fight 
oppression,” said Morrison. 
She also feels passionately 
about her involvement with 
FIRE, as she believes that 
“youth empowerment is 
such an important thing. 
[Youth] are the future and 
should be the focus.” She 
is also very excited for the 
opportunity to go to Kenya. 
“It’s important to not be 
so Americanized – to gain 
a world view that isn’t so 
narrowly focused in the 
U.S.” Morrison applauds 
Kalamazoo College’s 
support, both financially and 
educationally, of students 
who want to study abroad.

Morrison grew up in a 
predominantly black area, 
and has a profound love for 
her community, and for her 
parents who modeled strong 
behavior for Tamara. “When 
my mom sees something 
wrong she will address it, 
that was my model to speak 
out about injustice,” said 
Morrison. This is where 
her passion and ability to 
openly speak on injustice 
stems from. “Kalamazoo 
didn’t inspire me, but gave 
me the tools and ability to 
get involved [with social 
justice],” said Morrison. 
She has a strong voice and 
has found that many can 
and will lash out at her for 
that. However, she firmly 
believes that “I shouldn’t 
have to compromise my 
voice to make other people 
feel more comfortable,” 
said Morrison. Although 
there is work to be done to 
make Kalamazoo College a 
community where everyone 
can feel safe, students like 
Tamara are working towards 
social change on campus.

For Hawxhurst and 
Sylvester, the fact that 
students are noticing the drop 
in postings is a good sign 
that the program is worth the 
effort and resources. When 
K started the Externship 
Program in 2002, it was one 
of the first schools in the 
country to do so. Though 
the externship model has 
caught on across the country, 
K is still the only school 
that connects homestay to 
the externship experience 
in such a substantial way. 

Sophomore Addie Dancer, 
who participated in the 
program last summer, says 
that the homestay aspect 
was one of the highlights 
of her externship with 
author Ginger Strand ‘87. 
Dancer’s host was able to 
give her valuable in-depth 
and K-specific career advice 
that would have been hard 
to get from a traditional 
internship supervisor.

While externships at other 
schools might amount to just 
a half-day of job shadowing, 
the CCPD externships 
provide at least of week 
of immersion. Hawxhurst 
believes that this difference 
in immersion provides a 
“much richer experience 
and a much fuller picture 
of what the life is like of 
someone in the career that 
you are shadowing for that 
week.”

With this in mind, 
Hauxhurst points out that 
“making sure that bigger, 
richer experience goes well 

takes a lot more energy on 
our part than just setting 
up a half day job shadow 
without any homestay.” 
The challenge for the 
future will be providing 
an immersive experience 
while also making sure that 
the maximum number of 
students can participate in 
an externship during their 
time at K. 

Though Sylvester and 
Hauxhurst don’t want to 
commit any details just yet, 
they hinted that scaling up 
externships will involve 
leveraging the technology 
that they have spent this year 
implementing. Handshake 
has already dramatically 
reduced the manual work 
for the CCPD staff, which 
will allow the staff to spend 
more time cultivating 
relationships with potential 
hosts. In the future, 
platforms like Wisr might 
make it possible for students 
to seek out externship 
opportunities in a more 
proactive manner if they 
don’t see any externships 
of interest offered by the 
CCPD. 

With new staff and new 
platforms, Sylvester and 
Hauxhurst acknowledge that 
the Externship Program may 
start to look different. But, 
despite student concerns, 
the program is still a high 
priority to the CCPD.

CCPD exteRnshiPs 
foR 2018

FROM COVER
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“Mornings” 
- EMMA TOOMEY -

Anuja Dandekar 
K’18, Sewing & 

Design 

Photos courtesy of @chicucreations  

About the Artist 
● Groups involved with: Frelon Dance 

Company 

 

Anuja found her passion for sewing and designing 

in an eighth grade Life Skills class and has since 

coined her own unique style and designs. Her art 

is motivated by the accomplishment of watching 

imagination turn into designs on paper, which 

transform into wearable pieces. 

 

“Sewing originally started out as a way for my 

mom and I to bond and spend time together. Now, 

I use the skills to create clothing that fits my style 

and size.” - Anuja Dandekar 

Chicu Creations 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Connect with the Artist! 

INSTAGRAM: @chicucreations 

EMAIL: anuja.dandekar1@gmail.com 
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Three times a week, you 
can find students of Cirque 
du K learning and practic-
ing circus arts skills – from 
aerial silks and hoops, to 
juggling, to ground skills 
and acrobatics.

“At practices, what we 
call Playtimes, students are 
free to learn new moves, 
practice old moves or 
explore new skills,” par-
ticipant Maren Prophit ‘19 
said. 

“I normally try to find one 
to two new moves to add 
to my arsenal while prac-
ticing some of my favor-
ites,” participant Cassan-
dra Vogel ‘21 said.

Prophit has been a part 
of Cirque du K since her 
first year at K. “Cirque is 
by far one of the most wel-
coming, nurturing and fun 
groups I have been a part of 

at K. It has felt like a second 
family since I joined fresh-
man year and I can’t imagine 
K without it,” she said. 

Vogel also sees Cirque as 
full of welcoming people 
and says she also cannot 
imagine not being in Cirque. 
“Cirque is a great way to 
relieve stress and take a 
break from the stress of K,” 
she said.

Cirque du K performs 
about once a quarter, which 
this year included the fall 
Frelon show, homecoming 
and K-Fest and a Zoo After 
Dark. “In performances, 
which we have about once 
a quarter, we choreograph 
various aspects of circus arts 
to music and try to create a 
thematic narrative,” Prophit 
said.

This spring, Cirque du K 
will be having a performance 
called Lost in Color, which 
will be on April 20-21.

MARYCLARE COLOMBO
features editor

Catching Up with 
Cirque

   Model United Na-
tions, also known as 
Model UN, is a student 
organization at K that 
strives to give members 
the opportunity to dis-
cuss worldwide issues 
of all different topics.  
It allows participants 
to develop a variety of 
skills, including public 
speaking, communica-
tion, critical thinking, 
and teamwork. 
   President Neelam Lal 
‘20 describes Model 
UN as a “fictitious 
reality” of sorts. “It’s 
a committee coming 
together with different 
personalities to discuss 
issues of all kinds.” Al-
though it might come 
across to some as “silly 
roleplaying,” Lal stress-
es that participants 
learn important skills  
while having fun. 
“It’s an excellent op-

portunity for intrigue 
– being able to par-
ticipate in diplomacy 
in a way you probably 
wouldn’t be able to 
outside of the organiza-
tion,” member Sebas-
tian Lawler ‘20 said. 
   The club meets once 
a week for hour-long 
practices, where they 
prepare to compete 
against other col-
leges at conferences.  
The whole group of 
members, known as a 

committee, competes 
together.  It starts out 
by having a scenario 
read out loud to the 
entire group, contain-
ing an issue that needs 
to be resolved.  Each 
person in the commit-
tee is assigned a char-
acter that they must 
portray throughout the 
performance.  There 
are a few main ways 
a person can initiate 
conversation about the 
topic: a moderated cau-

cus, an unmoderated 
caucus, and a round 
robin.  During a mod-
erated caucus, a person 
voluntarily speaks for a 
certain amount of time.  
For example, someone 
can make a motion for 
a 10 minute moderated 
caucus for a 30 sec-
ond interval of talking 
about politics.  Then 
people can offer their 
opinion on politics 
for 30 seconds if they 
wish.  An unmoderated 

caucus is when people 
roam freely around, 
talking to one another 
about the issue.  The 
purpose is to estab-
lish connections and 
popular opinions with 
others to write direc-
tives about how to deal 
with the problem.  A 
directive must be read 
out loud and voted on.  
The directive is passed 
if a majority votes for it 
to be, meaning that the 
group agrees that it is a 

possible way the prob-
lem can be dealt with.  
A round robin consists 
of every person saying 
their opinion on a top-
ic for a certain amount 
of time.  
   At conferences, the 
group is judged on a 
number of features, 
including how involved 
everyone was with 
each other, how many 
caucuses happened, 
how many directives 
were voted on and 
passed, and overall 
performance. There 
are multiple sessions 
throughout every con-
ference that each last a 
few hours.  At the end, 
awards and honorable 
mentions are given out 
to colleges based on 
how well they did.  This 
year, the club has gone 
to two conferences, but 
they eventually want to 
be able to go to more. 

StuOrg Spotlight: Model United Nations

KAITLYN SHAFER
contributor

[Courtesy of Model United Nations]

Student organization 
offers opportunity to 

participate in national 
conferences

[Submitted by Maren Prophit]
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Natural Sciences 
Division sets forward 

a plan for faculty 
development and 

curriculum changes

Grant ProPosal seeks to Increase 
InclusIvIty In the scIences

ELYSE TUENNERMAN
co-editor in chief

A grant proposal put 
forward by the Natural 
Sciences Division seeks 
to make STEM fields at 
Kalamazoo College more 
inclusive. The proposal 
is part of the Initiatives 
for Institutions program 
of the Howard Hughes 
Medical Institute (HHMI), 
which aims to support 
programs “that result in the 
inclusion, persistence, and 
development of all students 
in the sciences.” If accepted, 
the College would receive 
$1 million over the course 
of five years. But whether 
or not they are awarded 
the grant, the division has 
expressed their dedication 
to fostering institutional 
change. 

“We went into this 
committed to making 
these changes regardless 

of whether or not we get 
the money,” Professor Jim 
Langeland, a member of the 
grant proposal team, said. 
“It has been a longstanding 
acknowledgment of the 
division that we aren’t 
connecting with everyone, 
and we need to change that.”

Langeland describes the 
initiative as an effort on the 
part of both the division and 
the College more generally, 
with faculty development at 
its core. The proposal sets 
out a plan to engage 100 
percent of STEM faculty 
and staff in anti-racism 
training workshops such 
as ERACCE, a program 
that Langeland described 
as “eye-opening.” It also 
seeks to support faculty in 
learning about culturally 
competent pedagogy, and 
reward implementation of 
inclusive teaching practices.

“What I think is unique 
about our proposal is that 
we are really trying to 
change faculty members’ 
perspectives,” Langeland 
said. “We need to steep 
faculty in these concepts.” 

The proposal also includes 

curriculum changes to make 
science courses – particularly 
introductory-level courses 
– more inclusive.  “Our 
curriculum has some 
barriers,” Langeland said. 
“The slope to entry is really 
steep, and we want to lower 
that slope.” 

Many students feel that 
efforts towards inclusivity 
in the sciences are long 
overdue. “It’s nice to see 
that the division is not only 
starting to acknowledge 
the exclusivity of their 
curriculum, but also working 
towards alleviating some 
of the major reasons why 
students quit the natural 
sciences,” Maria Fuji ‘18 
said. Fuji is a chemistry 
major and member of 
Sukuma, a “peer-based study 
group for students of color in 
the sciences,” and believes 
that this proposal marks an 
important step in the right 
direction.

The initiative comes at a 
critical moment in the history 
of the College; for the past 
decade, the student body has 
become significantly more 
diverse in terms of race, 
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ethnicity, family income 
level, first-generation status, 
and geography. The Natural 
Sciences Division believes 
that these proposed changes 
will better support this 
diversity.

The division submitted 
an initial pre-proposal to 
HHMI in the fall of 2016, 
and was invited to contribute 
a full proposal earlier this 
school year. Out of 49 
grant proposals, 36 will be 
accepted. Although they 
are still awaiting a final 
decision, Langeland feels 
that the proposal “is really 
strong.” 

Regardless of the grant’s 
outcome, Langeland is 
optimistic about the future 
of science at K. “I think that 
we are really aligned as an 
institution,” he said. Still, he 
recognizes current students’ 
frustrations with the speed 
of change, noting that 
“fundamentally, institutions 
move at a slower pace than 
students’ lives.”

GRANT on page 2

2018 career summIt 
PromIses somethInG 

for everyone

CCPD Director outlines 
plans for this year’s 
featured networking 

event
CAVAN BONNER

staff writer

Registration for the 2018 
Career Summit opened this 
past Monday, March 5. An 
extensive overview of the 
Summit schedule, including 
details on all of the speakers, 
will be made available on 
conference app Whova. In 
addition to containing a 
conference guide, Whova has 
features that make it easier 
to network and exchange 
contact information with 
speakers. CCPD Director 
Joan Hawxhurst hopes that 
Whova will enable more 
interaction and engagement 
between students and the 
speakers. Students can 
search for the Kalamazoo 
College Career Summit in 
Whova. 

    Hawxhurst says that 
the content of the upcoming 
Summit’s programming has 
been updated in response to 
the student feedback that the 
CCPD received about last 
year’s event. For example, 
they have sought to bring 
in a more diverse cohort 
of speakers in terms of 
age, ethnicity, and industry. 
Because some felt that the 
first Career Summit was 
primarily aimed at business 
students, the CCPD has tried 
to bring in professionals 
from a diverse range of 
fields. 

Hawxhurst hopes that 
speakers such as Rock the 
Vote President Carolyn 
DeWitt ‘04 and Ecology 
School Director Drew 

Dumsch ‘90 will appeal to 
a wider range of student 
interests, and Hawxhurst 
says she feels “confident that 
every student will find ways 
to connect to the speakers.”

    Also in response to 
student feedback, this 
event’s schedule will 
feature more networking 
opportunities. In addition 
to the networking features 
that Whova has to offer, the 
schedule includes a Friday 
night Networking Session 
and a Saturday afternoon 
Networking Lunch. 

    Hawxhurst says that the 
key part of the inspiration 
for the Career Summit 
comes from K alum Brad 
O’Neil ‘93, who is also 
is responsible for running 
the popular “K to the Bay” 
career track program. In a 
sense, the Career Summit 
can be as the inverse of 
O’Neil’s popular career 
trek. “Instead of students 
going to Silicon Valley,” 
Hawxhurst quips that O’Neil 
“basically brings Silicon 
Valley to campus.”

For this reason, the 
Career Summit is able to 
offer a more diverse group 
of speakers who were first 
introduced to K’s talented 
students by their professional 
connection to O’Neil. Factor 
in the K alum from a diverse 
range of professional fields 
that the CCPD has invited, 
and the Career Summit 
promises to open up many 
doors for the K student 
body. Registration for this 
event filled up last year, 
so the CCPD encourages 
students to register as soon 
as possible, as they will only 
have around 200 slots.

Dow Science Center, overlooking downtown Kalamazoo [Delaney Fordell / The Index]

natalIa carvalho-PInto: 
academIc rebel, human chamPIon

Catching up with Natalia 
Carvalho-Pinto and the 

Intercultural Center

SHARMEEN CHAUHDRY
a&e editor

Natalia Carvalho-Pinto is 
the director of Intercultural 
Life at Kalamazoo College 
and her office wall features 
a student-made banner 
celebrating her one-year 
anniversary at K. The 
colorful banner has “we 
love yous” and “thank 
yous” along with student 
names and various hearts 
and smiley faces. Natalia 
has been at K for two years 
now and those written 
emotions are personified 
in the weekly event Natalia 
hosts, Food for the Soul, as 
students smile and great 
Natalia, eagerly telling 
her about their day and 
week. Food for the Soul 

Natalia and Alejandro Alaniz K ‘18. [Courtesy of the Intercultural Center]

is a program that centers 
students of color on campus, 
where food is provided 
and often a workshop or 
speaker presents their 
expertise on everything 
from first generation college 
experiences to black and 
brown art to counselors 
speaking about the services 
they offer. Last week a K 
College senior, Tulani Pryor 
‘18, presented her art and 
led a collage workshop. 
Work stations were set 
up – packed with glitter, 
glue sticks, magazines, and 
scissors ready to be turned 
into intricate collages. 

Vivian Enriquez ‘21, a 
first-year student, described 
the calming atmosphere: 
“there was empowering 
music playing in the 
background, Tulani’s work 
was beautiful and I felt like 
I had no sense of time, 

the idea that I had other 
responsibilities went away 
which felt really good 
because I don’t feel that 
often, even when I sleep.” 
The safety and calm that 
Enriquez feels is mirrored 
amongst the smiling faces 
and laughter that fills the 
Intercultural Center, a small 
room that hosts many similar 
events, most put together 
by Natalia.  Natalia told 
Enriquez that she could 
donate her collage to the 
Intercultural Center and how 
beautiful it was. Vivian said 
then “we started sharing 
stories like I always end up 
doing when talking to her.” 
This, too, is not uncommon 
with Natalia – her warm, 
candid manner welcomes 
conversation and she is often 
talking with students about 
daily struggles and ways 
to cope.

CARVALHO-PINTO on page 2
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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Weekly dinners like this 
are just part of Natalia’s job 
as Director of Intercultural 
life at Kalamazoo College. 
Natalia takes on the role of a 
mentor to many students of 
color who find themselves 
out of place here. Natalia 
also plans many events on 
campus that deconstruct 
the norm of white centering 
by placing a specific 
marginalized group at the 
center of each event. A 
large part of her job centers 
around highlighting the 
importance of education in 
her students’ lives; however, 
for Natalia, it has always 
been more about fighting 
for the students. 

Natalia was born and 
raised outside of Sao 
Paolo, Brazil. She lived in 
a small town, and attended 
Catholic school until she 
was expelled in middle 
school for skipping class. 
She just did not believe what 
she was being taught: “I was 
never the type to deal with 
bullshit,” Natalia said. 

This was the third 
expulsion of Natalia’s 
childhood and forced 
her  to  l i s ten  to  a 
conversation between 
her Catholic headmaster 
and her grandmother. She 
remembers listening intently 
as she crouched behind the 
stairs, close enough to make 
out the headmaster’s words:

“She’s lucky she’s a 
beautiful young girl – 
she has that going for her 
moving forward. School … 
It’s not really her strong suit. 
Someday, she’ll find a man 
to take good care of her.” 

She also heard her 
grandmother’s agreement, 

recalling how it was one 
of those, “life altering 
moments .”  She was 
determined to prove them 
wrong, to not be another 
pretty 13-year-old waiting 
on a man. 

Her relationship with 
education did not improve 
much right after that, 
although after expulsion 
she attended an alternative 
school based in Paulo 
Freire’s theories. Freire’s 
theories center around 
the importance of critical 
pedagogy and engaging 
students in liberating 
education that allows them 
to think critically rather 
than conforming. This 
school worked against all 
the systems that generally 
oppress and suppress 
students. She was exposed to 
people with many different 
backgrounds and stories and 
she did not skip class.

Natalia finished high 
school before her family 
moved to Michigan, but 
she repeated senior year to 
work on her English to be 
proficient before starting 
college. She completed 
her associates degree first 
then meandered her way 
through her bachelors at 
Ferris State University. She 
recalls that her time at Ferris 
was memorable, but not for 
academic reasons. Natalia’s 
record of not dealing with 
bullshit rang true through 
her time in undergrad as 
she took part in student 
government because of 
the lack of international 
and students of color 
represented: “They were 
screwing black students and 
international students out of 
funding and so I infiltrated 
student government and it 
worked,” she said. 

Natalia gained the trust 
of administration and 
secured funds for anything 
and everything she thought 
fit. Her time in student 
government also required her 
to give tours to prospective 
students, and one such tour 
changed her, and the state 
of Michigan, forever. She 
described the tour, it was 
2004 and a group of Grand 
Rapids Community College 
students were looking to 
transfer to Ferris, except 
for one.

Antonio was a straight-A, 
Hispanic student, which 
led Natalia to explain 
the Hispanic student 
organization on campus, 
now funded, thanks to her 
and then he started to cry. 
She remembers how “this 
grown man, this big giant 
older man, just broke down 
and told me his story of 
being undocumented.” 
Natalia found out that he was 
not able to transfer to Ferris, 
or any 4-year institution 
because in Michigan in 
2004 no public school 
offered in-state tuition or 
institutional funding for 
undocumented students, 
even if they had been 
living here for their entire 
lives. That was also before 
DACA, or Deferred Action 
on Childhood Arrivals, and 
the DREAM Act, which 
permitted undocumented 
students to attend college 
in the U.S. That was some 
bullshit. 

Natalia got to organizing 
and used her role as a 
student ambassador, and 
coincidentally, her mother’s 
role as in the Admissions 
Office, to rally students as 
her mother wrote policy 
and convince Ferris 
Administration that the 

student body was ready to 
back tuition equity, and the 
school had policy that was 
ready to implement. Natalia 
single handedly started a 
movement that made Ferris 
State University the first 
college in Michigan to 
implement tuition equity. 
Antonio was admitted and 
two-thirds of his tuition 
was covered by the school 
– and he was part of the 
2009 graduating class. 
During her time at Ferris, 60 
undocumented students were 
admitted with institutional 
aid.

Ferris was the first to 
implement the program, 
followed by Western a year 
later, who modeled their 
program after Natalia’s. It 
wasn’t until 2010, five years 
after Natalia’s plan, that the 
University of Michigan’s 
administration reached out 
to her and she helped them 
implement their own tuition 
equity policy. U of M’s big 
name placed pressure on 
all other Michigan public 
schools to follow suit, 
and just like that, Natalia 
changed the course of the 
whole state. 

Natalia graduated from 
Ferris with a degree in 
Business and Finance and 
although her time at Ferris 
had been monumental 
educationally, there was still 
a disconnect. Natalia moved 
back to Brazil for a few 
years, and then returned to 
States when she got married. 
Whether it was the cusp of 
adulthood or the fact that 
she hadn’t experienced the 
public education system in 
the U.S. before, her view on 
education changed when she 
visited high schools across 
Michigan for her job at the 
Admissions Office at Ferris.

S h e  r e c a l l s  h o w 
“there were these huge, 
technologically advanced 
buildings, with amazing 
teachers and supplies and 
then just a few miles down 
the road, students didn’t 
even have chairs to sit on and 
thanked us for the pencils 
we brought.” It was another 
Antonio type of moment. 

“I never realized how 
privileged I was to attend all 
the educational institutions 
that I had, whether it was 
Freire’s alternative school 
or Ferris,” she said. Natalia 
explained how that drew 
her to getting her master’s 
degree at Western Michigan 
University. This time 
she focused on Social 
and Cultural Studies of 
Education and loved it. She 
describes graduate school 
as the best time of her life 
and claims that if she could 
quit her job and learn for the 
rest of her life, she would. 
As tempting as that sounds, 
however, she recognizes 
that there is work that still 
needs to be done. 

Natalia has been the 
Director for Intercultural 
Life at K College for two 
years now, and she centers 
her time around making sure 
underrepresented students 
feel heard and at home here. 
Ranya Perez, a New York 
native and sophomore at 
Kalamazoo College is one 
of these students. Originally 
from the Dominican 
Republic, her family moved 
to a Dominican community 
in New York City when 
she was two years old. 
Kalamazoo College places 
her at the margins as a black 
woman of color. Perez 
recalls how homesick she 
felt as a first-year student 
and how everyone pointed 

her to Natalia’s direction. “I 
talked to her once for a little 
while, but then she invited 
me to go to a conference 
in Detroit, and we bonded 
a lot there. Since then she’s 
pretty much been a mother 
to me,” Perez laughs, kind of 
embarrassed, since Natalia 
is closer to being a sister to 
her than a mom. 

 Natalia’s goal is to 
make all students feel as 
comfortable as Ranya does, 
so her event planning makes 
sure to follow a simple 
diagram: A circle with a 
dot, arrows pointing in 
toward the circle and arrows 
pointing out. She draws the 
diagram on a sticky note 
to explain, the dot is white 
students, because normally 
events, institutions, and 
pretty much everything else, 
is created to center white 
people. The circle represents 
marginalized students of 
color. She explains how 
these students at the literal 
margins of the circle can 
be seen at white centered 
events, standing in the back, 
not participating in class, 
not seeing themselves in 
textbooks. The arrows are 
where she comes in. In all 
the events Natalia plans, the 
white students are pushed to 
the margins, and students 
of color to the middle dot. 
This functions to reverse 
the roles and make students 
of color realize that they 
belong, even in institutions 
that were not created for 
them. As long as Natalia 
is director, students like 
Tulani, Ranya and Vivian 
will have a place to make 
collages and celebrate one 
another, knowing how much 
they belong at Kalamazoo 
College.

CARVALHO-PINTO
FROM PAGE 1

Admission issues 
statement of support 

for prospective students 
protesting gun violence

ADDIE DANCER
news editor

It was less than a week 
after a 19-year-old gunman 
opened fire at Stoneman 
Douglas High School in 
Parkland, Florida, killing 
seventeen and wounding 
sixteen more, before 
widespread demonstrations 
started up across the United 
States. Spearheaded by Never 
Again MSD, a student-led, 
Parkland-based organization 
advocating for increased 
gun control, hundreds of 
thousands of American 
high school students have 
skipped class to protest, with 
another nationwide walkout 

planned for April 20th, the 
nineteenth anniversary of 
the Columbine Massacre. 

In the wake of nationwide 
demonstrations, over 250 
colleges and universities 
across the country released 
statements of support, 
promising that partaking 
in these protests, even if it 
results in disciplinary action, 
will not negatively impact 
a student’s admissions 
chances. And on Monday, 
February 26, Kalamazoo 
College became one of them.

“To every high school 
student who chooses to lead 
or participate in a peaceful 
demonstration as a means to 
share their beliefs, we say, 
stand strong and proud,” 
wrote Dean of Admission 
and Financial Aid Eric Staab 
in an admissions blog post. 
“It has been our long-term 

practice at Kalamazoo 
College that your application 
for admission or acceptance 
to Kalamazoo College will 
not be in jeopardy should 
your high school discipline 
you for freely expressing 
your First Amendment rights 
in a peaceful and respectful 
manner.”

The announcement comes 
after some student appeals 
for such a statement to 
be made; most notably, K 
Alumna Jennifer Tarnoff 
‘14 posted a link to a sample 
letter in the K Student 
Body Facebook group, 
encouraging students use 
it to write to Kalamazoo 
College administration 
and ask them to “issue 
a statement … assuring 
prospective students their 
admission chances will not be 
negatively impacted should 

they be disciplined for gun 
violence-related protests.” 
Similarly, the Kalamazoo 
College Democrats hosted 
a “Surge” Phone Drive just 
last Thursday, providing 
the contact information 
of Representative Fred 
Upton and Senators 
Debbie Stabenow and Gary 
Peters, as well as scripts 
for students to read from, 
urging Michigan lawmakers 
to “take action to reduce the 
epidemic of gun violence in 
the United States.”

To many students and 
others, the recent decision 
made by the Office of 
Admissions was the right 
one.

“I commend the college 
for this decision,” K Dems 
President Patrick Jarvis ‘20 
said. “I’m glad they decided 
to do this. I don’t think it’s 

offIce of admIssIon vows to honor
fIrst amendment rIGhts

fair for … high school 
students expressing their 
desire to not get shot to be 
denied college admissions, 
because it’s their right.

To Jarvis, prospective 
students who would protest 
lax gun laws, even to the 
point of punishment, would 
not be outsiders here at K - 
they’d fit right in. 

“I think that the student 
body is,  overall, pretty 
much in agreement with 
the message that these 
high school students are 
sending,” he said. “And in K 
Dems, we’d be very happy 
to have them.”
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Walls” 
- EMMA TOOMEY -

Artist of the Week 

Sophia Yurdin K’20, 
Digital and Pencil 
Sketching  
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About the Artist 
● Economics Major 

● Groups involved with: Jazz Band, Hilal  

Sophia uses sketching as an outlet and a doorway 

simultaneously. Her digital and pencil sketches 

embrace reality  and combine it with quirky or 

intricate creative twists. Although she is a woman of 

few words, her art speaks loudly. She tends to focus on 

eyes and hands because they are the most expressive 

and to her, that is what art is about: being expressive.  

“I draw as a way to get my thoughts and feelings out of 

my head and make them into something tangible.” - 

Sophia Yurdin. 

 

 
 

Sophia’s Sketches: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Connect with the Artist! 
INSTAGRAM: @shoshanarts 

EMAIl: sophiayurdin@yahoo.com 

 

 

The walls are plain

I memorize the way they used to be

Though it won’t be long until I forget their 
stain

Paint I can no longer see

You are abstract

Almost too perfect to be real

Like art there is no fact

But the weight of your memory I continue 
to feel

Touch

No presence of gloss on the wall

Much

I feel nothing at all

So much, so little

Your paintbrushes no longer fiddle.

     After the dis-
bandment of Student 
Commission in 2015, 
student government 
has been in a period of 
regrowth. This quarter, 
both governing bod-
ies – the Kalamazoo 
College Council of 
Student Representa-
tives (KCCSR) and the 
Student Funding Board 
(SFB) – say that they 
have kept busy. The 
organizations feel that 
they have made signif-
icant progress towards 
improving their effi-
ciency and establishing 
a firm relationship with 
the student body.
     According the Elyse 
Tuennerman ‘18, 
Office Coordinator for 
the Student Funding 
Board, the distinct 
functions of KCCSR 
and Student Fund-
ing Board came from 
frustrations with the 

amount of time that 
Student Commission 
devoted to handling 
budgetary issues. 
     Now, SFB has com-
plete responsibility for 
a portion of the Stu-
dent Activity Fund; the 
25 members of KCCSR 
can fully devote their 
attention to sitting on 
the various faculty 
committees that over-
see different aspects 
of student life. Typi-
cally, multiple KCCSR 
representatives sit on 
a given committee but 
share a single vote. In 
the case of the Board 
of Trustees, the KCCSR 
representatives only 
has observer status.
     According the 
KCCSR Chair Ian 
Freshwater ‘19, KCCSR 
has been focused on 
“creating a steady foun-
dation and structure” 
during the fall and 
winter terms. Fresh-
water anticipates that 
KCCSR will present 
their new constitution 
and bylaws for a vote 
by the student body 
in the spring. Now 
that the constitution 

and bylaws are ready 
to be formalized and 
the representatives are 
getting used to their 
roles, Freshwater says 
that KCCSR looks 
forward to more active 
engagement with the 
student body in Spring 
Quarter. 
     The current draft of 
the constitution out-
lines two committees 
devoted to student 
body relations, the 
Communications and 
Student Affairs com-
mittees. The Commu-
nications committee 
anticipates launching a 
portfolio social media 
accounts at the start 
of spring quarter to 
communicate KCCSR’s 
progress. KCCSR will 
also be getting a new 
website next quarter 
that they will have di-
rect editing capabilities 
over.
     This term, the Stu-
dent Affairs committee 
has been soliciting 
student input through 
Office Hours and 
suggestion boxes. They 
will also be reaching 
out to the student 

body through several 
spring forums based 
around topics of stu-
dent interest, such as 
a financial forum with 
Jim Prince, the Col-
lege’s VP for Business 
and Finance. KCCSR 
also is responsible for 
planning and executing 
DOGL, which students 
can look forward to on 
a suprise date in the 
spring. 
     Meanwhile, the 
Funding Board has 
made strides towards 
greater productivity by 
piloting special fund-
ing sessions for fund-
ing travel and t-shirts.      
     Previously, each 
budget request was 
processed and evaluat-
ed separately, regard-
less of what the request 
was for. The special 
funding sessions allow 
SFB to communicate 
information about 
travel and t-shirt 
policies to all student 
organizations at once. 
Tuennerman says that 
the Board has “heard a 
lot of positive feedback 
from students about 
how that process has 

gone.” By standardizing 
the applications, the 
Funding Board is able 
to get a more accurate 
and precise picture 
of all of the trips and 
t-shirts that student 
organizations plan to 
request for the year, 
which makes it easier 
for the Board to care-
fully plan their spend-
ing for the rest of the 
year. 
    At the time of this 
interview, the Fund-
ing Board had spent 
$55,240.10 of their 
fund for the year. This 
number is consistent 
with SFB’s spending 
goals, which aims to 
spend out the budget at 
a relatively consistent 
rate throughout the 
year. Fall and Spring 
Quarter typically see 
the heaviest spend-
ing, so at the present 
it looks like there is 
plenty left for Spring 
Quarter. 
     While it is import-
ant that the Board 
carefully plan out their 
expenditures over the 
course of the year, 
the ultimate goal is to 

spend the entirety of 
the budget on activities 
that benefit the student 
body. Any funds that 
remain at the end of 
the year are reabsorbed 
into the college bud-
get. While there is no 
set policy for what to 
do with the leftover 
money, Tuennerman 
indicated that the 
Funding Board would 
like to find a way to 
put the money towards 
a cause that directly 
benefits student life in 
the future. 
     The Funding Board 
is also considering 
possible technological 
updates for next year 
that will make keep-
ing track of funding 
requests and actual 
spending easier. At the 
moment the Fund-
ing Board is using a 
mixture of Google 
Forms and WebAd-
visor to manage their 
financial information. 
Implementing a new 
platform would allow 
Funding Board keep up 
to date on how much 
of their allocations are 
actually being spent. 

KCCSR and Student Funding Board Winter Quarter Update

CAVAN BONNER
staff writer

Ian Freshwater ‘19 and 
Elyse Tuennerman 

‘18 reflect on Winter 
Quarter challenges and               

accomplishments.

Join the Index - email index@kzoo.edu

Want to see your work in print?

By Sharmeen Chauhdry, Arts Editor
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     K College men’s 
swimming is coming to 
an end after a long sea-
son.  The team started 
off slow at the begin-
ning while everyone 
was still adjusting, but 
got better as the sea-
son went on.  Hector 
Guzman ‘21 and Adam 
Coe ‘21, who are both 
first years on the swim-
ming team, mentioned 

how all members of the 
team received personal 
records at some point 
throughout the season.  
Although the team 
knew they weren’t go-
ing to be the best this 
year, their main goal 
was to still have a great 
season.  They want-
ed to create a strong 
community and focus 
on having good friend-
ships, which Guzman 
and Coe believe was 
achieved.  
     For first years, it was 
even even harder to 
adapt as the new sea-
son began.  They were 

already dealing with 
balancing classes and 
everything else that 
comes with college and 
had to add a sport on 
top of it.  Guzman, who 
went to high school 
in Texas, never swam 
competitively before 
coming to K.  His main 
goal was to survive 
and adjust to the new 
lifestyle.  He is happy 
with his own results 
this season along with 
his team’s.  His main 
goal for next year is to 
maintain endurance 
and try to get faster.  
He also mentioned that 

“the upperclassmen 
have helped me over 
the season, and not just 
in swimming, but in 
other aspects of college 
as well” which shows 
how close the team got 
and how much they 
support each oth-
er.  Coe, who is from 
Otsego, Michigan, has 
been swimming for 
15 years, so the sport 
is not as new to him.  
He had time goals this 
season that he reached 
along with accomplish-
ing his goal of getting 
to know everyone on 
the team better.  Next 

year, he would like to 
try different events.  “I 
would really like to get 
out of my comfort zone 
and experience new 
things in the sport,” 
Coe said.  
     The MIAA Cham-
pionships occurred at 
the end of February 
and consisted of four 
days.  On day one, the 
team finished fourth in 
the only scored event 
on that day.  Third 
place was earned in 
two events on day 
two of the meet.  For 
day three, one relay 
finished third and 

Grant Anger ‘20, who 
had the best time for 
the Hornets this day, 
finished second in the 
100 breaststroke.  On 
the final day of the 
championships, Matt 
Howrey ‘21 won the 
MIAA championship 
in the 1650 freestyle 
and the 400 free relay 
team finished fourth. 
Funding Board keep up 
to date on how much 
of their allocations are 
actually being spent. 

Men’s Swimming Season Recap

KAITLYN SHAFER
contributor

The men’s swimming 
team wrap up their 
season at the MIAA     

Championships

     Before coming to 
K College, first year 
Riley Davis had already 
fallen in love with the 
sport of lacrosse on 
her high school’s team.  
However, she was not 
entirely sure if she 
would continue the 
sport in college.  She 
was not recruited to 
play at Kalamazoo Col-
lege, but she knew that 
it was the right school 
for her.  She did some 
research, and luckily, 
she got to continue her 
athletic career at K.
     “I personally was 
not recruited, but my 
coach does recruit 
people.  I actually just 
kind of fell in love with 
K, and realized it was 
a D3 school.  I got an 
email saying that if 
anyone was interested 

in playing sports, they 
could actually do that 
here.  So, I contacted 
the lacrosse coach.  She 
said that if I wanted to 
play, I just had to let 
her know.  Basically, 
I told her I was inter-
ested, and she gave me 
all the information.  I 
just signed up to play.  
It was really easy, and 
I’m happy that I get to 
be on the team,” said 
Davis.
     Davis plays defense 
on the team, and dis-
cusses how physically 
rigorous the sport is.  
The team trains six 
days a week with two 
lifts.  “Lifts” are work-
outs that usually focus 
on injury prevention.
     “The lacrosse team 
has an app.  It’s called 
Volt.  Our coach posts 
workouts to it.  Each 
week there’s two.  They 
are injury prevention 
workouts.  It’s to keep 
us strong,” states Davis.

Davis stresses the 
importance of these 
workouts, for she was 
injured fairly early into 
the fall season with her 
second concussion.  
She had to work extra 
hard to regain her 
strength and play at the 
same level as the rest of 
her teammates.
     “I got a concussion.  
It was my second one.  
If I get any more, I 
won’t be able to play 
anymore which is 
sad.  It was a stressful 
time.  I have a helmet 
now to prevent con-
cussions because those 
are now allowed in 
girl’s lacrosse.  It was 
just really frustrat-
ing because I came 
to college and I was 
excited to play lacrosse 
and then the second 
week of practice I got 
a concussion and was 
out for the rest of fall 
ball.  So I really felt that 
I missed a lot of oppor-

tunities and time that 
I could of spent devel-
oping as a player at the 
college level because 
it is so different from 
high school.  But that 
just made me work 
really hard over break 
on conditioning and 
working out and run-
ning and lifting.  When 
I got back, I made sure 
I worked really hard in 
practice to get up to the 
level that everyone else 
was on,” Davis recalls.
     Davis is a dedicated 
player as well as stu-
dent.  She is planning 
on double-majoring in 
Biology and French at 
the moment.  With K’s 
rigorous curriculum, 
playing a sport can 
definitely be challeng-
ing.  However, Davis 
believes that lacrosse 
truly helps her to be-
come better at manag-
ing her time.
     “I really believe that 
lacrosse has helped me 

find a better balance 
between school and 
extracurriculars be-
cause I know that there 
is a huge chunk of my 
day that needs to spent 
on lacrosse.  Because of 
this, I often have to ac-
complish a set amount 
of things before then. 
I’m a week ahead in 
my Psychology home-
work right now.  I’m 
three days ahead in 
Chemistry.  I think a 
part of this is that I like 
to be organized.  I like 
to be on top of things.  
It completely stresses 
me out if I get behind.  
With Lacrosse, I tend 
to do my work early, so 
it really helps me get 
everything done in a 
timely manner,” states 
Davis.
     Kalamazoo College’s 
Women’s Lacrosse 
team is currently 
undefeated, and Davis 
believes that her team 
is capable of winning 

every game due to their 
strong work ethic and 
close bond.
     “I feel like in general 
we are pretty confident.  
Not so much the mind-
set that we’re going to 
go out and win every 
game, but we kind of 
approach each game 
with an attitude that we 
are capable of winning 
if we work hard and do 
what we know we are 
capable of doing.  It’s 
more so making sure 
that we apply what we 
put in at practice and 
everything that we’ve 
learned throughout the 
season building up to 
this point.  If we just 
work our hardest at the 
games, I think it’s defi-
nitely possible for us 
to win all of our games 
this season” Davis says.
Make sure you come 
out and support our 
Women’s lacrosse play-
ers as they continue to 
dominate this season.

Athletes of K: Riley Davis

EMMA TOOMEY

contributor

     Born and raised in 
Southern California, 
Shanna Salinas experi-
enced quite the culture 
(and weather) shock 
in her transition to the 
midwest. Aside from 
learning to drive in 
the snow and having 
to check the weather 
as she gets ready in 
the morning, her most 
difficult transition was 
in the classroom, as she 
manoeuvred discus-
sions of race in a very 
different environment. 
     “My only framework 
[for discussing race in 
the classroom] came 
from my experience 
teaching in Southern 
California, which is 
vastly different simply 
because the SoCal de-
mographic and culture 

socialize students that 
talking about race and 
racism is something 
they’re expected to do,” 
Salinas said. In her first 
class here at K, it took 
the first five weeks and 
a professor evaluation 
for her to discover that 
the students didn’t 
actually hate her class – 
they just did not know 
how to navigate con-

versations around race.  
     Initially taking a 
position as a two-year 
Visiting Assistant 
Professor, Salinas 
surprised herself when 
a temporary position 
turned permanent.  “I 
meant it to be a test-
run: I could try out 
academia and get some 
job experience. Except 
I absolutely fell in love 

with this job. I wanted 
this job, not just a job,” 
Salinas said. 
     K has its ups and 
downs, and for Salinas, 
the student body is a 
big part of K’s charm. 
“K students are bril-
liant and engaged. I 
love that they allow me 
to challenge them with 
complex material and 
difficult conversations. 

Office Hours: Shanna Salinas 

EMMA THEISS

staff writer

Kalamazoo College 
English professor pro-
vides some insight into 

who she is outside of the 
classroom

Not just allow – they 
welcome it,” Salinas 
said. As for the down-
side of this campus, 
Salinas critiques, “A 
culture that glamorizes 
busyness to the point 
that being overex-
tended and sleepless 
becomes a reflection 
of one’s dedication as a 
student.”  
     Before coming to K, 
Salinas received a B.A. 
from University of Cal-
ifornia, Los Angeles, 
with a major in Amer-
ican Literature and 
Culture and a minor 
in Chicana/o Studies. 
After taking a year off 
to research and apply 
to graduate programs, 
she attended Universi-
ty of California, Santa 
Barbara, where she re-
ceived M.A. and Ph.D. 
in English.
     In college Salinas 
discovered a passion 
for Chicanx studies 
and literature. “I took 
a [Chicana Feminist 
lit and culture course]. 

It changed everything 
for me: how I viewed 
literature, the way I 
reflected upon myself 
and the world around 
me,” Salinas said. Her 
studies around the 
subject allowed her 
to grow in analyzing 
literature “against the 
grain,” within all her 
work to this day. 
     Aside from her pas-
sions in academia, Sa-
linas loves cats, saying 
“anyone who knows me 
fully expects this an-
swer [about her other 
interests] to be ‘cats.’” 
She also added that if 
she had to choose any 
other career, it would 
be something creative. 
     “I envy those with 
creative abilities. I am 
completely lacking in 
artistic skill,” Salinas 
said. Salinas is a well 
loved professor here 
at K, and has much to 
share with the students, 
even outside of aca-
demics.

Exploring Davis’s athletic 
career in  lacrosse 

[Courtesy of Shanna Salinas]
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If You Lost Your stacks cup,
Message Me Because I found 

It and I’M takIng It to 
securItY

There is a certain inevita-
bility to your most frequent-
ed dorm staircase smelling 
like shit at some point during 
your Kalamazoo College 
career. We’ve all been there. 
On a lovely, bright Sunday 
morning you skip down your 
hallway to the stairs only to 
be enveloped in an aroma 
so striking, so gag-induc-
ing that you may well be 
forced to turn directly 180 
degrees and use the that 
other door that empties you 
about 15,000 feet out of the 
way of your normal route. 
Whether it’s the lingering, 
stagnating, airborne vomit 
particles of a heartbroken 
freshman, too inebriated to 
make it back to their bath-
room after trying to forget 
about Danny or Claire a 

bit too hard at Big Blue, or 
that one kid who you know 
should absolutely not be 
trying to cook something, 
we all know that smell. It’s a 
gaseous obscenity made out 
of the most finely flawed, 
most infrequently trodden 
realms of despair and/or 
whatever abomination that 
kid was attempting to bestow 
sentience to in the kitchen. 
And ok, granted, maybe you 
get used to that smell after 
a few weeks and it becomes 
nothing more than the faint-
est whisper of an age gone 
by, and you begin to use 
that staircase again. But, 
my fellow Hornets, one day 
you’re gonna bring your 
friend who doesn’t live in 
your dorm up that very stair-
case. And they’re gonna turn 
to you. And they’re gonna 
be like: “dude what the fuck 
is that smell?” And you’re 
gonna realize that you too, 
you, a K student, have nor-

Stench forces student to 
take action

an open Letter to the resIdents of deWaters 

PETER CZAJKOWSKI
contributor

Many have wondered 
what happened to the fur 
coat that was lost at Monte 
Carlo. The fallout from the 
(potential) theft was mem-
orable. Emotions were 
high; threats were made. A 
few too many posts were 
written about the issue on 
the K Student Body Face-
book page.

And now the incident has 
now been authoritatively re-
visited by a tastefully pro-
duced documentary SIP that 
elegantly navigates the rich 
dimensions of the topic. 
The 30 minute film, entitled 
MONTE FURLO (what the 
coat says about us), capti-
vated a packed audience at 

the Arcus Center on Friday, 
March 9. 

    Interestingly, MONTE 
FURLO stopped short of 
ever revealing what actual-
ly happened to the fur coat. 
This bold artistic decision 
frustrated the audience, but 
ultimately brought them 
into a deeper, nuanced and 
more meaningful relation-
ship with the event. MONTE 
FURLO expertly plays with 
the viewer’s expectations 
at multiple points, hinting 
at various plausible expla-
nations for the coat’s fate, 
but never explicitly granting 
truth to any one ending. In 
this sense, MONTE FURLO 
also serves as a sophisti-
cated commentary on the 
challenging beauty of sub-
jectivity and uncertainty. 
If MONTE FURLO simply 
existed to find out what hap-
pened, it would not be the 

A student documentary 
investigates the 
renowned theft

What happened to the 
MIssIng fur coat of
Monte carLo 2018? 

CAVAN BONNER
staff writer

striking portrait of Kalam-
azoo College that it turned 
out to be. 

    After the screening, 
students and faculty sat for 
a roundtable panel discus-
sion about the film’s themes 
and implications. “In a very 
profound way,” some hu-
manities professor with an 
overstated opinion said, “we 
were all that fur coat. Even if 
we claimed to have no con-
nection to that fur coat, we 
actually did. The fur coat, in 
sense, was a Rorschach test 
for any individual’s relation-
ship to power, wealth, sex-
uality, status, the quality of 
their own winter attire, etc.” 

    Indeed, if students are to 
learn anything from watch-
ing MONTE FURLO, it is 
that in some way, we were 
all that fur coat. 

On Tuesday at approx-
imately 5:52 p.m. a lone 
Stacks cup was left on one of 
the benches by the entrance 
of Hicks Student Center. A 
concerned and empathetic 
student saw the cup in their 
peripheral vision and walked 
over to it. After waiting for 
a couple minutes they real-
ized that no one was around 
to claim the cup. “I saw it 
sitting there, all alone. I 
was worried that someone 
was missing it,” stated the 
concerned sophomore. The 
individual then did what 
any other typical K student 
would – they pulled out their 
phone and snapped a picture 
of the cup to post to the K 
Student Body. The picture 
posted by the student was 
captioned, “Found stacks 
cup in front of Hicks. Will be 
here for another five minutes 
and then will take to Campus 
Safety. Message me if it’s 
yours :)” The student did 
indeed wait the full five 
minutes, maybe even a half 
a minute more before they 
graciously took the cup to 
the reliable hands of Campus 
Safety. “We are thrilled that 
we have a student body that 
looks out for each other as 
well as ours does here at 
K,” Campus Safety officer 
commented. In a school of 

Missing items in the 
quad resurface in K 

Student Body

EMMA THEISS
staff writer

Typical post on K Student Body Page (courtesy of Facebook)

“it’s a black wool coat with a cur collar, the brand is Anglo Fabrics” (courtesy of some stock image website)

KARINA PANTOJA
contributor

thoughtful students, we are 
proud to be a step ahead 
of large universities in our 

community’s commitment 
to each other.

malized a certain violence. 
So with the perpetrators of 
these deeds still at large, I say 
this unto you: Stop throw-
ing up on the DeWaters back 
staircase you animals.  

The idyllic scenery hides the unbearable stench  [The Index]
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Is your space looking 
as drab as you are this 
10th Week? No worries! 
Professors Dr. Berry and Dr. 
Stull opened up their offices 
to give us some seriously fab 
interior design tips. 

offIce tours: InterIor desIgn Inspo froM the pros 

ELYSE TUENNERMAN
interior design guru 

pottY patroL: top four caMpus BathrooMs, ranked
DELANEY FORDELL
co-editor-in-chief

Does your space need 
a spring refresh?         
Look no further! 

We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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EDITORIAL BOARD

EDITORIAL POLICY

There are many bathrooms 
around the campus of 
Kalamazoo College. All 
are clean; all are capable 
of fulfilling your needs. 
However, which ones are 
the best to use when you 
are looking for privacy and 

1. UpJohn Library– second floor
Yes, this bathroom 
is very convenient 
as many classes and 
studying hours take 
place within this quiet 
place. Yet, this means 
that this bathroom is 
extremely crowded. 
People are always 
marching in and out, 
their heels clacking on 
the tile floor. It almost 
makes you a little 
nervous while you’re 
doing your business. 
You might want to seek 
out another bathroom 
if you want someplace 
quiet.

2. Olds Upton Hall – third floor

This bathroom is berated by a constant stream of 
students with classes on this floor. Yet, if you are 
trying to get in and out quickly, this bathroom 
is not the place to go. There are only two stalls. 
Just two. And a sink tucked in a little alcove that 
makes it hard for more than one person to wash 
their hands at a time. Being the nice person that 
you are, you don’t want to rush anyone in their 
business. So you have to sit patiently by the wall, 
discreetly tapping your foot for a couple minutes 
before you can get done what you came in there 
to do.  

3.Dewing Hall-first floor
Now, this bathroom is 
one the greats. Picture 
this – a long line of 
empty stalls, sinks, 
soap, and paper towel 
dispensers. This space 
is rarely ever crowded, 
which equates ten 
extra bonus points 
in the comfortability 
category. AND it is 
even equipped with 
some nice lotion 
from a kind soul who 
works in Dewing. It 
really helps with the 
dry hands that winter 
afflicts upon us.

4.Hicks Center-second floor

Courtesy of Delaney Fordell / The Index

Now, this is the best bathroom on campus! It is 
open to everyone and is equipped with a single 
stall with a lock on the outside door, so you have 
the whole space to yourself. It’s wonderfully 
convenient as it’s right next to Stacks and the Caf 
so you are able to relieve yourself quickly and 
quietly without the noise of anyone else walking 
in and out of the bathroom. It even has a chair in 
it if you need someplace to set your bag or just 
need a second to sit. I mean what’s not to like 
about this bathroom beauty?

When political science professor Dr. Berry 
showed us around his space, the Buzzkill staff 
couldn’t help but fall in love with this on-
trend, 150-square-foot office in downtown 
Olds Upton. What caught our eyes first? The 
gorgeous, northern-facing windows! Dr. Berry 
has them styled with pull-down shades in two 
different shades of beige, which he keeps closed 
24/7, because that’s #style.

We are loving the 
polished, sophisticated 
vibe that this half-
empty bag full of 
lemons brings to Dr. 
Berry’s space. What are 
the lemons for? Who 
knows! But they sure 
are stylish. #Trèschic!

Any seasoned interior designer knows that the 
key to making over a small space is #storage! Dr. 
Berry blends function and fashion by keeping his 
shoes neatly laid out under his bookshelf. Some 
might say that bringing two pairs of hiking boots, 
a pair of sneakers, and a pair of slippers to your 
job as a political science professor is overkill, but 
Dr. Berry knows that it pays to be prepared for 
anything.

Dr. Berry brings some rustic charm into the 
space with this photo of some Vermont-ian 
cows…. Vermont-er cows? Vermont-onian? We 
don’t know the demonym for Vermont cattle, but 
we do know that this photo is creeping us out a 
little.

Just a short walk west of Dr. Berry’s office, the 
Buzzkill staff met up with economics professor 
Dr. Stull to tour his eclectic-meets-mod space. 
For maximum grading #efficiency, Dr. Stull has 
a rolling chair placed in between two desks, 
parallel to one another.

Nothing pulls a room together like some state-
ment art! Dr. Stull’s collection of Frosted Flakes 
boxes from around the world is….well, actually, 
pretty cool. We can’t find anything to make fun 
of here. But we are curious – did he have to eat 
all of those Frosted Flakes?

This #lifehack is going 
to rock your world! 
Sure, you could keep 
your tie collection at 
home, or in a giant 
pile under your desk, 
but we love Dr. Berry’s 
#DIY approach. I don’t 
know about you, but 
the Buzzkill staff will 
definitely be picking up 
a wooden hanger and 
a Command hook on 
our next shopping trip!

comfort? Well, here is your 
guide to the bathrooms to 
use around campus when 
you are out and about on 
your everyday errands. The 
spaces are ranked 1-4, worst 
to best, respectively.
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Lobster Loose on Kalamazoo 
College Campus

Days after the celebration’s 
end, remnants of neon-
colored balloons that were 
filled with varieties of 
mayonnaise-based sandwich 
sauces remain on the floors 
of Hicks. The result of 
an administrative award, 
basil-mayo and barbeque 
scents linger on every open 
surface in the student center, 
disincentivizing traumatized 
students from entering the 
building.

What prompted this 
festive affair? The messy 
celebration was for Martin 
Vanpooler ‘18, on the 
occasion of his 500th order 
of a flatbread sandwich with 
pepperoni, tuna, egg, and 
jalapeño. This came as a 
surprise to everyone but the 
Stacks workers, who had 
overcome the initial instinct 
to gag when making his 
usual sandwich. Those who 
experienced the falling of 
mayonnaise-filled balloons 
from the ceiling of Stacks 
had many opinions about 
the celebration.

“I’m not sure if I’m 
more disgusted by Martin’s 
sandwich order or the fact 
that my shirt was so soaked 
with mayo that I had to 
wring it out,” said Sally 
Franklin ‘20.

Franklin stood in line 
behind Vanpooler as his 
sandwich was finished and 
the yolk-based dressing 
began breaking over the 
heads and food of those 
seeking a late-night meal. It 
was an historic day for the 
venue. As no student had 
ever ordered the exact same 
sandwich for more than 98 
times consecutively, the 
Richardson Room staff had 
been watching Vanpooler 
with great interest.

“I’ve made the sandwich 
for him dozens of times,” 
said longtime Stacks 
employee Arnie Bloom. 
“The mayo was a little 
uncalled for, but definitely 
fitting.”

The award for most 
consecutive orders of the 
same sandwich has never 
been given before this year, 
and there are now debates 
over who will be the next 
student to accomplish such 
an extraordinary feat. There 
are even questions as to 
whether it should really 
be given to someone who 
is intentionally striving to 
break the record or whether 
it should be for pure love of 
a particular sandwich.

One thing has been 
made clear, and it is that 
Vanpooler has not only 
made a name for himself, 
but for the sandwich eating 
community at Kalamazoo 
College. When asked how 
he feels about the naming 
of a sandwich after him, he 
replied quite modestly.

“I never thought about the 
sandwich I was getting,” 
Vanpooler said. “If anything, 
I’m more embarrassed than 
proud. I don’t want the 
sandwich named after me 
and I don’t want anything 
written about me.”

It is difficult to find such 
humility from someone so 
committed to their food 
choices. Martin Vanpooler 
truly embodies the spirit 
of our generation, a 
staunch refusal to leave 
the boundaries of his own 
comfort.

GABRIEL STANLEY
opinions editor

Student Celebrated for 
Longest Consecutive 
Stacks Order Streak

500 Days of 
Sandwich

EMMA THEISS
staff writer

Two feet of snow, 60 
degrees, raining, flooding 
and back to 20 degrees is 
all natural in a Michigan 
winter. Being in southwest 
Michigan, the weather 
brings an unknown amount 
of snow in the winter from 
one factor alone, Lake 
Michigan. This may be 
unknown to most non-
midwesterners, but here in 
Michigan there is this thing 
called lake effect snow that 
is dense and watery, great 
for packing. This makes 
shoveling a pain in the butt. 
Y’all from climates in states 
like California, Florida, 
Texas and internationally 
that aren’t used to the snow 
marvelled at the white flakes 
the first time that they fell 
from the sky. Now you want 
it to go away and be warm 
again. Posting things like 
“so ready for the spring to 
come” or “I want go back to 
the warmth!” Well one thing 

is for sure, Michigan winters 
are a complete mystery.

January 2014, there 
was Polar Vortex part 1, 
yeah that is right part 1. 
The following year part 2 
struck again bringing even 
colder temperatures, higher 
wind chill and more snow. 
Through about a week of 
these conditions there was 
about a foot and a half 
of snow with negative 
degree temperatures and 
wind chills that neared the 
30 degree mark. Then to 
follow a normal winter 
with a decent amount of 
snow, but nothing out of 
the ordinary. This brings 
Michigan to the ‘winter’ of 
2017. February rolls around 
and one would think that 
temperatures would be in 
the 20’s max. Nope, they 
were in the 70’s for almost 
the entire month which 
started to throw people off. 
Now to the present. 2018 
winter so far has been pretty 
mild. A decent amount of 
snow with temperatures to 
match, then a warm spell. 
Those that aren’t from the 
Midwest thought that winter 
was slowly going away just 
to then be hit again with 
another round of snow and 

cold temperatures.
Point being those that 

aren’t native Midwesterners 
– y’all have it lucky. You did 
not have to grow up with the 
mood-swing-like weather. 
There is a saying that we 
have here in Michigan:

“If you don’t like the 
weather wait 5 minutes, it’ll 
change.” By now everyone 
on campus has experienced 
the way of experiencing all 
four seasons in a matter of 
a week and most seasons 
in one day. Whoever sticks 
through multiple winters 
here and doesn’t complain 
at all deserves some kind 
of award.

Here in Michigan, weather 
changes like something 
that changes really fast. 
Most accurately measured 
by a rock that is outside, 
Michigan’s weather is 
unique and those that are 
not used to it should be 
celebrated for making it 
through the winter, the 
strangest season of them all.

GRIFFIN CONLEY
layout editor

Non-MidWesterners Get Over the Weather
Michigan weather is 

like mood swings, you 
never know what you 

will get

Wild lobster 
champions 1 of 5,000 
flights of stairs on K’s 
campus

The lobster tries to 
hitch a ride outside the 
library, amidst the wild 
traffic on Academy St.

Lobster takes full advantage of her K-Plan, expressing emotion 
through art

Lobster makes friends in line for coffee, a K tra-
dition

The lobster delivers a rousing speech on shellfish 
rights at this week’s Community Reflection in 
Stetson Chapel

Advocate of a smoke 
free campus, keep 
those benches clear!!!

Searching for President 
Gonzalez like…

Spotted hugging the leg of Sisyphus!

“If rock is white – it’s snowing... if rock is cold 
– it’s cold out” #PureMichigan [Griffin Conley / 
The Index]
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College Community Surprised to Learn                 
Stacks has a Real Name

KALAMAZOO – When 
Mr. Richardson stepped 
onto the grassy fields of 
Kalamazoo College’s 
campus last Monday 
evening, nothing could have 
prepared him for what he 
discovered. When he asked 
a pair of freshman athletes 
where he could find the 
Richardson Room, only to 
be met with blank stares 
and confusion, he chalked 
it up to youthful ignorance. 

His fears grew, however, 
when he encountered equal 
amounts of puzzlement 
when posing the same 
question to a group of 
seniors. His worst fears were 
ultimately verified when 
President Jorge Gonzalez 
himself told Richardson that 
he had never heard of the 
room in question, but instead 

suggested that if he was in 
search of a quick lunch he 
might take a visit to Stacks.

“I mean, come on, it 
literally says ‘Richardson 
Room’ right above the 
place in big brass letters!” 
Richardson said. “It’s 
obvious! What kind of 
name is ‘Stacks’ anyway? 
There’s no heart there, no 
character or personality. Did 
this Mr. Stacks even go to 
this school?” 

Later that same day, 
Richardson was allegedly 
seen standing by the Stacks 
counter, introducing himself 
to students and telling them 
about his contribution to the 
dining establishment. 

“I’m just trying to spread 
awareness of the issue,” said 
Richardson. “I don’t expect 
change overnight but who 

RACHEL FRANK
contributor

Yeah, we didn’t know 
either...

knows? If one student tells 
their friend, that friend tells 
another friend and maybe, 
just maybe in a couple of 
years the name ‘Stacks’ will 
be a thing of the past.” 

 Richardson has said that 
he has plans to reach out to 
the namesakes of Upjohn 
Library and Welles Dining 
Hall with the hopes of 
strategizing plans to achieve 
full recognition for their 
donations to Kalamazoo 
College. 

Don’t Ask Emma
EMMA TOOMEY
contributor

Q: How do I stop 
procrastinating?

A: Before I answer this 
question, I got to do some 
laundry. I’ll write you back 
in an hour.

Actually, scratch that. 
I’ll write you back in two 
hours. I need to catch up on 
some very

Important…stuff.

Q: What should I name 
my fish?

A: That’s kinda too 
personal for this column.

Q: I have really been 
struggling to break out of 
my shell. Any ideas on how 
to build confidence?

A: Confidence is an 
abstract idea. If you think 
about it, most words are 
really just abstract ideas 
that we fixate on. If you 
want to break out of your 
shell, I say take that abstract 

idea and make it real. Get a 
gigantic shell costume, and 
tear it to shreds. Then, put 
it in a bathtub and pretend 
you’re pushing it away 
at sea. TA-DAA! Instant 
Confidence! It worked for 
me. Ninja Turtle

costumes with shells 
sell for about 20 dollars 
on Amazon.

Q: Why is the sky blue?
A: I don’t know. Shout 

at the sky.

Q: Why is my pee blue?
A: Are you in a swimming 

pool? If not, that Glacier 
Freeze Gatorade is having 
a lot of weird effects on the 
people. Just kidding. I don’t 
know. Ask your doctor.

Q: What came first: the 
chicken or the egg?

A: Listen. I’m not a 
history major.

Q: Where do babies come 
from?

A: Arizona.

Q: Why do some farts 
smell? 

A: Well, only some farts 
smell because some people’s 
holes close up. Actually, 
fact check me on that. I’m 
not reliable.

Q: Hey, someone left a 
water bottle on the quad. 
I turned it in to security. 
It’s blue.

A: NOT A QUESTION. 
But thanks. I’ll pick it up 
later.

Q: What is your biggest…
A: Sorry, I’ve reached my 

question limit for the day. 
Have a nice life. Alright. 
Next question, Please!

Q: It’s 10th week. What 
are some good ways to deal 
with stress?

A: Eat bananas. They 
make you poo. If you’re 
feeling bad, just let all that 
negative energy go.

Really. Just poop it out.

Q: What are some fun 
activities to do around 
campus?

A: There is only one 
activity that is truly fun: 
learning.

[Courtesy of embroideredpatches.com]

The Index wishes you
a wonderful spring break! 

We will return with a new                               
biweekly publication!

[Delaney Fordell / The Index]
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Festival Playhouse Faces
uncertain Financial Future

As production budget 
wanes, Playhouse 

considers new options 
CAVAN BONNER

staff writer

Subject to an unstable financial future, The Playhouse hosts two productions a year.  [Andrew Parsons / The Index]

Humans of K: 
Cindy Xiao ‘18

Athletes of K:
Nina Szalkiewicz

With a grant-funded 
production budget that has 
not increased in decades, 
the Department of Theatre 
Arts’ Festival Playhouse 
Productions faces an 
uncertain financial future. 
For the first time, the 2017-
2018 season saw the Festival 
Playhouse cutting one of 
three annual mainstage 

productions due to financial 
constraints. 

T h e  d e p a r t m e n t ’s 
present situation can be 
traced back to 1963, when 
a collaboration between 
Theatre Professor Nelda 
K. Balch and philanthropist 
Dorothy Dalton resulted in 
the creation of a summer 
theatre program that was 
funded by an annual grant 
of $25,000. At this time, 
the College was in session 
year-round. This yearly 
grant allowed students and 
faculty to work alongside 

equity actors and theatre 
professionals during a 
summer season. This 
equity summer season 
was discontinued in 1991, 
when the spending power 
of the grant had declined 
to a point where it was no 
longer feasible to pay for 
outside equity professionals. 

S ince  cu t t ing  the 
equity summer program, 
the Dorothy U. Dalton 
Foundation grant has 
continued to fund the 
Festival Playhouse’s annual 
production budget. Director playhouse on page 2

of Theatre Lanny Potts 
says that the grant pays 
for everything related to 
the production of Festival 
Playhouse shows: scenery, 
costumes, lighting, sound, 
marketing, guest artists, 
and printed materials. 
The Dalton Foundation 
also annually awards the 
department an additional 
$15,000 in grant money 
for maintaining production 
equipment.

letter From
the editors

ELYSE TUENNERMAN 
co-editor in chief

From its conception, The 
Index has dedicated itself to 
a mission of “service to the 
student.”

With this goal in mind, 
we have made the decision 
to change the publication 
schedule of The Index. 
Moving forward, print 
issues will be published 
on a bi-weekly basis, and 
expanded online content will 
be available on our website 
and social media accounts. 

We believe that this new 
structure will allow The 
Index to better serve our 
community. It is a renewal 
of our commitment to 
thoughtful and impactful 
journalism. By lengthening 
our publication cycle, we are 
ensuring that our staff have 
the time that they need to 
research, craft and edit the 
stories that are important 
to our readers. It will also 
allow us to further develop 
our website and social media 
presence, in keeping with 
a fast-paced and changing 
digital media landscape.

A campus newspaper has 
a duty to its readership; 
it also has a duty to its 
staff. We believe that The 
Index ought to be a space 
for learning and growth 

— a space where young 
journalists can find peer 
mentorship, professional 
development opportunities, 
and the ability to engage with 
their college community 
in a meaningful way. With 
these structural changes, 
we will be able to focus on 
building internal strength to 
better support our writers, 
editors, photographers and 
videographers.

Print publication has been 
critical to the success of The 
Index. It is important to our 
readers, it is important to 
us and it is not going away. 
Our updated publication 
schedule will allow us to 
improve the quality of our 
content, both print and 
digital. 

We are excited for this 
new chapter of The Index, 
and hope that you will 
continue to support us in our 
effort to share the stories of 
the events, organizations and 
people that are significant 
to you. Thank you for your 
support of our mission, 
and for recognizing our 
responsibility to the K 
community and Index staff. 
Sincerely,

DELANEY FORDELL
co-editor in chief

Dear Kalamazoo College 
Community:

Kalamazoo’s music scene in Bloom
Though you might not 
know it, Kalamazoo has 

a diverse and vibrant   
music scene

PETER CZAJKOWSKI
contributor

With spring now creeping 
into the air, K College 
students will be looking to 
the weekends with more 
than merely an eye to get 
ahead on homework. As the 
weather warms and short 
sleeved shirts begin to be 
seen with greater frequency 
strutting across the Quad, 
Friday and Saturday nights 
begin to hold new types 
of frequencies, ones that 
linger in the bass notes and 
guitar chords of local house 
shows and bar stages soaked 
in multicolored lighting. 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
unbeknownst to many 
K College students, is a 
city of music. Jazz, R & 
B, Metal, Hip Hop, Indie 
Rock and Folk –– the 
currents of instruments 
course through areas like 
the Vine neighborhood 
and Downtown, rooted 
by the beat of electronic 
drum machines and classic 
acoustic kits. 

Local musicians are 
everywhere, there are 
plenty of them on campus, 
participating in the sound 

of bands and solo acts 
that will shake the city 
throughout the spring and 
into the coming summer 
months. Native Kalamazoo 
bands such as Fat Dutch, 
Saxsquatch and Moss Jaw 
are regulars around the city, 
while touring artists from 
places like Detroit, Chicago 
and Milwaukee also make 
regular stops in town. 

“There are tons of people 
at K College that are active 
and performing around 
town, and all of them love 
to see familiar faces. I’m 
always surprised and excited 
to find new people from K 

playing shows, and there’s 
always so much diversity in 
what people are playing, as 
well,” Jake Mooradian ‘19 
said, a guitarist. 

Going with a group of 
friends to a show on a 
Friday or Saturday night can 
introduce a whole new social 
scene, as well as provide an 
opportunity to make new 
friends both from campus 
and from around the greater 
community. People from 
all different backgrounds 
regularly attend, creating an 
atmosphere that is inclusive 
and supportive for both the 
live acts and the crowd. 

“It’s an interesting scene 
that has only grown over the 
last three years I’ve been a 
part of it, and it’s definitely 
getting better each year,” 
local guitarist Mike Anyonga 
said, formerly of critically 
acclaimed Kalamazoo band 
Purple Lemurs.

The website www.
ditkalamazoo.com is a site 
devoted to listing almost 
every local show and gig 
in Kalamazoo, with shows 
happening almost daily 
around the city. Houses 
just around the corner from 
Kalamazoo College such 
as Headquarters, Rancho 

Unicorno and Noice Manor 
all regularly hold weekend 
shows, showcasing local 
bands and artists across 
the musical spectrum. 
In addition to the house 
shows, downtown bars 
like Shakespeare’s, Louie’s 
Trophy House and Rupert’s 
Brew House also regularly 
accommodate live acts, 
encouraging an exciting 
music culture that often goes 
overlooked by students who 
rarely venture out from the 
“K Bubble.” 

Later in the summer, at the 
start of the school year in 
September, the Kalamazoo 

music scene culminates 
in celebration of the 
Audiotree Music Festival, 
which invites some of the 
most respected up and 
coming bands in music. 
Last year, bands such as 
Twin Peaks, Pinegrove 
and King Gizzard and 
the Lizard Wizard lit up 
the main stage at Arcadia 
Creek Festival Place, a 
two-acre park downtown, 
bringing people from all 
over the region to share 
in Kalamazoo’s musical 
offerings. 

“Kalamazoo is a very 
vibrant community, and 
its diverse music scene 
not only brings people 
together, but shines a light 
on their authenticity,” 
local bassist Tayin Wang  
‘19 said. 

So, as the last of the 
snow melts and spring 
brings warmer nights, 
consider the opportunity 
to see Kalamazoo’s 
music scene up close. 
Sway with a partner to 
a slow burner or mosh 
alongside 10 strangers 
who suddenly become 
friends, but take part in 
the musical undercurrents 
of Kalamazoo this spring. 
There’s a show out there 
for everybody.

Loud music being played in one of Kalamazoo’s many vibrant basements. [Peter Czajkowski / The Index]
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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the students sPeaK out

Sexual Peer Education 
Alliance at K (SPEAK), 
makes its entrance into 

campus community after 
inactive year
EMMA THEISS
staff writer

love elected secretary at mFcd sPring conFerence
K College Dems attend 

Saginaw Conference, 
where one of their own is 

elected
EMMA TOOMEY

contributor

On April 7 and 8, the K 
College Democrats attended 
the Michigan Federation 
of College Democrats’ 
Spring Conference. At the 
event, various chapters of 
college Democrats across 
the state of Michigan elect 
board members to run 
the MFCD and listen to 
various politicians speak 
on behalf of their positions 
and platforms.

On Saturday, April 7, 
the K College Dems had to 
leave at 6 a.m. to attend the 
two-day event at Saginaw 
Valley State University. 
Once they arrived, they 
attended various breakout 
sessions where they learned 
about various topics such 
as women in politics, how 

to be an effective leader, 
and how to run a successful 
political campaign. One 
of the many speakers, 
Jocelyn Benson, the sole 
Democratic candidate for 
Michigan Secretary of State, 
spoke about her political 
platform. After the breakout 
sessions, some of the college 
Democrats helped amend 
the MFCD constitution. 
After an hour and thirty 
minutes of debating on 
several amendments, the 
chapters agreed to form 
compromises.

The following day on 
April 8, Pat Miller, one of the 
candidates for Michigan’s 
Attorney General spoke 
about his platform to 
the young Democrats as 
well as his Harvard days 
with former president 
Barack Obama. After Mr. 
Miller’s speech, the college 
Democrats started with their 
election process. Several 
students from colleges 
across Michigan ran for 

From left to right : 
(top row) Daniel Bidwell, Malak Ghazal, Ian McKnight, Megan Lacombe, Natalie Markech, Patrick Jarvis 
(bottom row) Emma Toomey, Ryan Mulder, Garrett Sander, Chloe Love, Cate Carlberg.
[Emma Toomey / The Index]

the positions of President, 
Vice President, Treasurer, 
Secretary, Communications 
Director, Programs Director 
and Membership Director.

Kalamazoo College junior 
Chloe Love ‘19 was elected 
to the position of Secretary 
of the MFCD.  Love ran 
against Max Jones from 
Michigan State University. 
She gave an informative 
speech in front of the entire 
organization in order to gain 
the majority vote. Love was 
extremely grateful and 
excited to contribute her 
skills to the executive board.

Love said, “I think that 
MFCD is an organization 
with a lot of potential for 
making a difference in state 
politics, and I’m honored 
to have the opportunity to 
participate on the executive 
board.”

The K College Democrats 
celebrated with a group 
dinner and then returned 
to campus after the exciting 
elections.

For the past 54 seasons, 
the Dorothy U. Dalton 
Foundation has been the 
primary supporter of the 
department’s production 
costs, with no direct support 
from the College.

According to research 
from Cody Colvin ‘18’s 
Senior Individualized 
Project (SIP), “had the 
[Festival Playhouse’s] 
annual allocation been 
continually adjusted for 
inflation, it would now equal 
$200,000.” Because the 
value of the grant has never 
increased, the spending 
power of the production 
budget has consistently 
eroded; Colvin found that, 
today, it is worth roughly 10 
percent of the original grant. 

“It’s wonderful that 
the Dorothy U. Dalton 
Foundation has been so 
supportive consistently,” 

Company Manager Laura 
Livingstone-McNelis ‘89 
says. “But as prices continue 
to rise, that makes it more 
challenging each year to 
make those dollars work 
for us.”

Livingstone-McNelis says 
that the declining spending 
power presents unique 
production challenges for 
the Festival Playhouse. 
The department finds out 
whether or not they have 
secured the grant in the 
fall –– long after they have 
finalized and announced 
their season. “It’s always 
rather anxiety-producing 
for the department to make 
promises and wonder if we 
are going to be able to keep 
them,” Livingstone-McNelis 
says. Potts echoed this, 
saying that it is stressful “to 
plan a season not knowing if 
we will be able to fund it.”

Since discontinuing the 
equity summer program, 

the department has produced 
three mainstage (directed by 
a paid professional) shows 
each year –– until this 
season. Festival Playhouse’s 
fall production of Fun 
Home made this financially 
infeasible for the 2017-
2018 season, according to 
Livingstone-McNelis. The 
department chose to sacrifice 
a third mainstage show in 
order to preserve the annual 
Senior Performance Series, 
which showcases student 
directors. This is the first 
time in the department’s 
history that a mainstage 
show has been cut due to 
lack of funds.

Contemporary musicals 
like Fun Home are especially 
hard to produce with the 
current Festival Playhouse 
production budget. They 
often require expensive 
music rights, compensation 
of professional musicians, 
and the construction of 

Spring weather isn’t the only change coming to campus. [Emma Theiss / The Index]

complicated sets. Colvin 
says that Fun Home was 
a show that “financially, 
[Festival Playhouse] really 
couldn’t afford to do. And 
yet, did we have any choice 
but to be the first college to 
do a five-time Tony award 
winning show written by 
an alum?” 

For the 2018-19 season, 
the Festival Playhouse 
intends to produce three 
plays –– It Can’t Happen 
Here, Student Body, and 
Shakespeare’s Twelfth 
Night –– but no musicals. 
Under their current budget, 
L iv ings tone-McNel i s 
says that the Playhouse is 
generally able to produce 
a musical every other year.

Well-established plays and 
musicals such as Oklahoma 
are easier to produce 
because the rights are not 
prohibitively expensive. But 
both Potts and Livingstone-
McNelis resist the notion 

that the Festival Playhouse 
should turn to producing 
these crowd-pleasers in 
light of their shrinking 
budget. Potts describes the 
theatre that Dalton originally 
sought to bring to the 
Kalamazoo community as 
“newly visioned or modern, 
engaging, gritty, and savvy.” 
The Festival Playhouse’s 
guiding motto reflects this 
original intention: Theatre 
that is always provocative. 
Theatre that is always 
thoughtful. 

All things considered, 
Colvin sees the current 
situation as “bizarre, 
but  understandable.” 
For much of Festival 
Playhouse’s history, it had 
not been necessary for the 
administration to support 
their production budget. 
But while this was once 
understable, Colvin sees this 
relationship as “no longer 
sufficient.”

Without a thriving 
product ion program, 
Livingstone-McNelis says 
that the College’s support of 
the department’s academic 
costs misses the point: “what 
good is learning to direct 
if you never get to direct? 
What good is learning to do 
scenic design if you never 
get to design a set on the 
Playhouse stage? What good 
is learning to act if you never 
get to do a show?” 

Ultimately, Potts argues 
that “you cannot have an 
academic theatre program 
without a vibrant production 
program, and you cannot 
have a vibrant production 
program without an actively 
engaged academic program. 
They have to live hand in 
hand, side by side.” 

PLAYHOUSE FROM PAGE 1

    After a significant plan-
ning and recruitment period 
following the disbandment 
of the Sexual Safety and 
Support Alliance (S3A), the 
Sexual Peer Education Alli-
ance at K (SPEAK) is ready 
to make its debut. SPEAK 
has been working behind 
the scenes this year to get a 
solid group up and running, 
and will have their first 
workshops fourth and fifth 
week. These workshops, or 
seminars, will be surround-
ing topics of consent and 
sexual misconduct, healthy 
and unhealthy relationships, 
and masculinity. 
    In the fall, Title IX 
Coordinator Ellen Lassiter 
Collier selected a group of 
nine students to lead the 
group. They have spent the 
year completing peer edu-
cator training and preparing 
workshop curriculums.
   “I wanted them to feel 
confident before standing 
up in front of their peers,” 
Collier said. After a year of 
preparation, these students 
are equipped to be a vital 
resource to K’s student 
body.

    The group is focused 
on educating K’s campus 
on sexual misconduct 
and healthy relationships. 
Sabrina Leddy ‘19, a 
current member of SPEAK, 
clarified a misconception 
on their mission. “Though 
some tend to heavily asso-
ciate SPEAK with our pro-
active focus on prevention, 
we do maintain retroactive 
aspects as well and hope 
to aid in the creation of a 
space in which survivors 
[of sexual violence] can 
feel comfortable coming 
forward,” Leddy said. 
    Collier also weighed in 
on SPEAK’s mission, say-
ing, “We intend to create an 

open and discussion-based 
environment.” She hopes 
the upcoming seminars 
will be productive towards 
this goal and continue as 
they increase their activi-
ty. A main focus for their 
discussion that was lacking 
in S3A is “a bridge between 
sexual health and violence 
prevention –– what healthy 
relationships look like,” 
said Collier. It’s a unifying 
topic that’s often missing in 
sexual misconduct educa-
tion.
    Following the disband-
ment of S3A (Sexual Safety 
and Support Alliance) last 
year, some students have 
expressed concern sur-

rounding the availability 
of sexual health resources 
to students at Kalamazoo 
College. In addition to plan-
ning campus programming 
and providing support to 
survivors of sexual assault, 
S3A members were trained 
to sell emergency contra-
ceptives and pregnancy 
tests. While SPEAK is 
shifting the focus towards 
sexual misconduct and 
education, these resources 
are still available through 
the Student Health Center, 
as well as RAs who have 
been trained to distribute 
emergency contraception in 
the dorms.
    Aside from being a 

resource for students, 
SPEAK members see it as 
a powerful opportunity to 
connect with their peers. 
Leddy shared the signifi-
cance of her involvement 
with SPEAK: “I’m also a 
survivor of sexual assault. 
It’s empowering to be 
able to take that hardship 
and turn it into something 
productive.” While applica-
tions to work with SPEAK 
next year have officially 
closed, Collier encourages 
students to reach out to 
her as soon as possible if 
they’re interested in getting 
involved.
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     When it comes to 
travel tips, there is no 
shortage of glossy-
paged guidebooks, 
each claiming to be 
the utmost authority 
on their particular 
region. However, K 
students are often the 
best resource for those 
interested in travelling 
internationally on a 
college kid’s budget.  
     Every academic 
year, study abroad 
programs spread 
across the globe, 
each participant 
experiencing their host 
country differently. 
The best way to learn 
something is to do it, 
and as such the past 
participants from 
the 2017-2018 study 
abroad programs are 
eager to pass on their 
tips for getting the 
most bang for your 

Traveling Abroad: What to Know Before You Go

staff writer
AMELIA DONOHOE

buck when traveling 
abroad.
Be prepared
     “Absolutely plan 
ahead,” says Jake 
Mooradian ‘19, who 
studied in Aberdeen, 
Scotland. He explains 
that knowing what 
you’ll be doing at 
your destination in 
advance helps to find 
the most cost effective 
transportation. “Keep 
your thumb on the 
pulse of what’s going 
on,” he says, and track 
popular travel times 
to take advantage of 
lower fares. You can 
use apps like Hitlist 
to track when flights 
will be cheapest and, 
if possible, pick classes 
that don’t meet on 
Mondays or Fridays in 
order to maximize your 
time on each trip. Also, 
give yourself a rough 
budget early on for 
everyday costs such as 
meals, transportation, 
etc. Be frugal with the 

individual stipends 
that many participants 
receive from the 
college, as this might 
make you money if 
you come in under the 
allocated budget.
Travel smart
    Past participants 
have consistently 
spoken highly of bus 
systems for staying 
within budget. Grace 
Beck ‘19, who spent 
six months in Quito, 
Ecuador, was able to 
take an eleven-hour 
bus ride for about 
$5. The trade off, 
she explains, is that 
this obviously takes 
longer than flying, 
but in South America 
international flights are 
often expensive. Ayla 
Hull ‘19 used an app 
called BlaBlaCar, which 
is essentially “Uber for 
long distances,” during 
her time in Spain and 
other parts of Europe. 
Ryanair also offers 
cheap flights within 

Europe, though users 
commented that the 
cabin conditions were 
far from luxurious. 
Depending on the 
country in which 
you choose to study, 
it might also be 
possible to purchase 
some type of rail or 
bus pass, which is 
very economical for 
frequent travel.
Utilize resources
    Kate Kreiss ‘19, who 
studied in Caceres, 
Spain, had success 
using the travel group 
called ‘We Love Spain’ 
to plan some of her 
excursions. “Don’t 
be afraid of booking 
pre-organized student 
trips,” she says. Though 
admittedly a little 
touristy at times, 
Kreiss explains that 
meals, transportation 
and accommodations 
were all covered 
under one ticket. It is 
a great way to meet 
other international 

students and can be 
convenient for taking 
trips to places you 
might not feel inclined 
to go on your own. In 
order to plan a trip to 
Bali, Sara Lonsberry 
‘19, used a free travel 
agency located at her 
university in Perth, 
Australia. They booked 
everything, she says, 
and the service was 
“very helpful.” Brooke 
Nosanchuk ‘19, who 
studied in Ecuador, 
also took advantage 
of the ambassador 
program at her 
university. Known as 
“Ecuabuddies,” the 
group encourages 
interaction between 
Ecuadorian and 
international students 
and plans several 
regional trips annually. 
Take short trips
    Although there is an 
obvious temptation to 
travel to neighboring 
countries while abroad, 
Sarah Pobuda ‘19 

emphasizes, “regional 
travel is underrated.” 
While studying in 
Strasbourg, France she 
said that taking trips 
to some of the smaller 
communities was an 
integral part of fully 
experiencing her host 
country. Lonsberry 
agrees, having taken a 
road trip with friends 
to visit countryside 
towns along the 
southwestern coast of 
Australia. 
    While Beck did 
not travel outside of 
her host country, she 
stresses that by the end 
of her time abroad, “I 
felt like I really knew 
Ecuador.” Though it 
is a comparatively 
small country, the 
diverse landscape and 
rich cultural heritage 
made for a plethora 
of unique, in-country 
excursions to the 
jungle, mountains, 
beaches, and cities. 

Travel tips for students 
on a budget

   When Cindy Xiao ‘18 
speaks of her family, 
her voice softens with 
warmth and love. 
Though she was born 
in New York, Xiao 
does not call herself a 
New York native. Be-
fore moving to Michi-
gan, she was raised in 
China by her aunt and 
grandmother until she 
was six. Having lived 
in three different plac-
es, home for Xiao has 
always been “wherever 
family and the people I 
love are and it’s not so 
much the place.”
    Coming to Kalam-
azoo College only 
strengthened the im-
portance of family for 
Xiao. Though the brick 
roads, the small class 
sizes, and strong biolo-
gy department initially 
drew her to K, it was 
the short distance from 

her family that cement-
ed the big step. “A big 
reason was just dis-
tance from home and 
my family. My parents’ 
English [skills aren’t] 
that good, so I was 
concerned if they ever 
needed anything at 
home then I [wanted] 
be close by to help out,” 
Xiao said.
    As a Biology and 
Psychology double 
major, Xiao is in her 
final quarter at K with 
the intention of going 
to Physician Assis-
tant (PA) School this 
coming fall. Xiao first 
learned about the PA 
profession during her 
time working with the 
student organization, 
Health Professions 
Society (HPS). “When 
I used to be a co-leader 
of HPS, we would plan 
for these professionals 
to come in and that’s 
when I found that I 
really loved the idea of 
being a PA,” she said.
    However, it was the 

influence of her family 
that made her want to 
go into a profession 
that helped others. 
“One of the main 
reasons why I wanted 
to go into the health 
profession is that my 
parents needed a lot 
of physical [exam-
inations] to be done 

for their immigration 
paperwork and so I 
would always be there 
translating for them,” 
Xiao said. She ex-
plained that the pos-
itive impact of those 
physicians that would 
address her father 
directly and take the 
time to explain every-

thing built a passion in 
her to make people feel 
comfortable in those 
situations too.
   Speaking of her 
favorite memory of Ka-
lamazoo College, Xiao 
harkens back to the 
times her parents come 
to campus. “I think 
when I get to share 
my college with them, 
because I’m a first-gen-
eration student and 
with them working so 
hard to make sure that 
me, my brother, and 
my sister could have 
a chance at education 
and get a degree, I just 
felt very proud being 
able to share that with 
them,” she said.
   Outside of academ-
ics, Xiao has been 
heavily involved in civ-
ic engagement working 
with kids which helped 
her with the stress that 
came with the academ-
ic atmosphere of K: “I 
always enjoyed being 
at Woodward Elemen-
tary School because 

being around the kids 
reminded me to not 
sweat the small things,” 
she said.
   Xiao would love to 
extend this passion for 
working with kids to 
her career in the health 
profession but has 
some qualms. “I could 
be a pediatrician, but I 
wouldn’t want to give 
the kids shots because I 
don’t want to see them 
cry,” she said.
   The support of her 
family and the expe-
riences that she has 
had at K has prompted 
Xiao to be excited for 
the possibilities her 
future holds. With 
the wisdom of a se-
nior, Xiao said, “K has 
taught me that it is im-
portant to be a lifelong 
learner... and when 
you’re feeling over-
whelmed, it’s important 
to remember how far 
you’ve come and how 
well you’re doing.”  

Humans of K: Cindy Xiao ‘18

DELANEY FORDELL
co-editor in chief

[Courtesy of Cindy Xiao ‘18]

   Picture this. Loud 
music, strobe lights, 
people in every corner, 
dressed to impress 
with drinks in hand. 
Or, picture this. A 
small college coffee 
shop, a few people 
studying, a few dis-
cussing the events of 
the previous party. 
Now picture your cell 
phone, buzzing in-
cessantly from one of 
those noisy party peo-
ple that happened to 
get your number. You 
put the phone down 

without replying, the 
same way you haven’t 
replied the last twenty 
times. You didn’t reply 
at the party the first 
twenty times he asked 
for your number either, 
but begging can be ex-
hausting. Now you’re at 
the coffee shop, trying 
to forget that someone 
violated your space and 
ruined your night, but 
there goes your phone 
again. And again. 
And again. When you 
look up, quite ready to 
throw your phone into 
your hot coffee, there’s 
the creepy-party guy, 
wide-eyed and phone 
in hand. Startled, you 

try to smile and look 
away but before you do 
the compliments start 
flowing in and conver-
sation has begun de-
spite your willingness 
to partake. You cut this 
conversation short, you 
go home, you forget. 
You do this two times, 
three times, four times. 
You ignore the mes-
sages filling up your 
phone, too. You ignore, 
and you forget until 
you find the creepy 
partier following you 
up the stairs to your 
dorm room just hop-
ing for a chance you’ll 
reconsider. Enough 
is enough. But, what 

would you do?
    Stalking is a prob-
lem faced by 1 in 6 
women in the United 
States, and this scenar-
io is all to real, even at 
Kalamazoo College. 
This hypothetical isn’t 
baseless, rather a real 
story shared by a real 
student, who studies at 
K. The student chose 
to remain anonymous, 
but her story could fit 
that of many students 
on campus. Despite 
consent signs at parties 
and a general promo-
tion of consent culture 
on campus, sexual 
misconduct happens 
all the time. Many 

students may not know 
what to do in situations 
like hers, where they 
are being followed, 
stalked, or violated in 
any capacity. On K’s 
campus, the designated 
department to handle 
sexual misconduct 
for both faculty and 
students is the Title 
IX program, headed 
by the Title IX coor-
dinator, Ellen Lassiter 
Collier. 
   Title IX is a program 
designed to prevent 
and address gender 
inequity within faculty 
and students, stem-
ming from Title IX of 
the Education Amend-

ments to the Consti-
tution that states, “No 
person in the United 
States shall, on the ba-
sis of sex, be excluded 
from participation in, 
be denied the benefits 
of, or be subjected to 
discrimination under 
any education program 
or activity receiving 
federal financial as-
sistance.” According 
to Michigan.gov, 
“State and federal laws 
prohibit discrimina-
tion based on gen-
der. Schools have an 
obligation to protect 
students, teachers, staff, 

How to Navigate Sexual Misconduct at K

SHARMEEN CHAUDHRY
a&e editor

MISCONDUCT on page 4

Xiao talks family, love, 
and K College

A closer look at Title IX
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and other people with-
in the school commu-
nity. Schools also have 
an obligation to ensure 
that its programs and 
curriculum are free of 
bias and prejudice.”
Kalamazoo College has 
complied with state 
guidelines, having a 
Title IX program since 
2011. Although since 
2011 there had been 
someone playing the 
part of Title IX coor-
dinator for K, only the 
minimum require-
ments were being met, 
because there was no 
full-time position ded-
icated to Title IX. Ac-
cording to knowyourix.
org, “Supreme Court 
decisions and guidance 
from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education 

have given [Title IX] a 
broad scope covering 
sexual harassment and 
sexual violence. Un-
der Title IX, schools 
are legally required to 
respond and remedy 
hostile educational en-

vironments and failure 
to do so is a violation 
that means a school 
could risk losing its 
federal funding.” This 
meant that whoever 
oversaw Title IX, was 
minimally in charge of 

addressing all claims 
of sexual misconduct 
on campus and ensur-
ing that no one was 
discriminated against 
based on sex. The on-
line training program 
that students had to 

partake in was outdat-
ed and not culturally 
specific to K, rendering 
it useless. Due to this, 
and essentially no extra 
funding going toward 
addressing gender 
inequity, the only thing 
that highlighted so-
cial support for things 
like sexual assault or 
harassment were a stu-
dent led Sexual Safety 
and Support Alliance 
(S3A). S3A was a con-
fidential source for stu-
dents who experienced 
sexual misconduct, and 
has since disbanded.
The student who was 
stalked after an unfor-
tunate party experience 
probably wouldn’t have 
gone to S3A, because 
their confidentiality 
was not legally bound 
and therefore was 

not guaranteed. Ellie 
Grossman ‘18, a former 
S3A member explained 
this disconnect. She 
explained that model 
for S3A had not been 
working for several 
years, and that distrust 
on campus had become 
an increasing problem. 
“The whole program 
was built on the idea 
of trust, and if that gets 
broken, it’s not going to 
work.”
   Without S3A, or a 
heavily engaged Title 
IX program, the stu-
dent in crisis would 
have formerly had few 
well-known options 
outside of the counsel-
ing center.
   To read this article 
in full, please visit        
thekzooindex.com.

MISCONDUCT FROM PAGE 3

[Submitted by Sharmeen Chaudhry]

     Kalamazoo College’s 
second annual Career 
Summit was host to 
students and profes-
sionals alike on April 
6 and 7. The career 
preparation event 
aimed to guide and 
inspire K students for 
the professional world 
post-graduation.
     This year’s Career 
Summit expanded 
upon the 2017 event’s 
“startup” concept, 
wherein entrepreneur 
and Trustee Brad 
O’Neill ‘93 joined 
then-newly inaugu-
rated President Jorge 
Gonzalez to explore the 
new idea of bringing 
successful professionals 
to K to share their pro-
fessional experiences 
with students. 
     “I think it was a 
tremendous success, 
and a very large im-
provement over what 
we had a year ago,” 
shared President 
Gonzalez. “The ques-
tions asked by students 
were of high quality. 
I also liked the diver-
sity of speakers in all 
aspects, from the fields 
they represent to their 
length of professional 
experiences.”
     Joan Hawxhurst, 
director of the Center 

for Career and Profes-
sional Development, 
noted that as part of 
the planning process, 
the CCPD “received 
lots of student feed-
back and took those 
responses very much 
into account,” going on 
to highlight differenc-
es between last year’s 
and this year’s Career 
Summit. “Students per-
ceived that the Career 
Summit was focused 
on a narrow band of 
business, mostly high-
tech startups. But the 
breadth of speakers 
this year was a notice-
able change.”
     Hawxhurst added 
that attendance had 
risen to 200 partici-
pants over last year’s 
120. But 200 attendees 
are far from even a 
quarter of K’s student 
body, a statistic Hawx-
hurst wishes to explore 
in the coming year 
with the help of stu-
dents. “I want to listen 
and ask students [why 
they didn’t attend]. 
We know a number of 
K students continue 
directly onto gradu-
ate programs and so 
thinking about careers 
isn’t in the here-and-
now. But I also think 
there are students who 
don’t yet see them-
selves represented and 
so we need to broaden 
the scope or take away 
barriers to access.” 
Hawxhurst ultimately 
aims to make “thinking 
about your future at 
least as much exciting 

as it is scary.”
“Last year was like a 
startup — a good idea 
came and we made it 
happen. Did we get 
all of the details right? 
No, of course not, but 
that is why feedback 
is absolutely essen-
tial,” agreed President 
Gonzalez. Such senti-
ment — refining and 
improving after a first 
attempt — was echoed 
by Career Summit pan-
elist, founder of Pres-
ent and former product 
manager at Facebook 
and Zynga, Janete 
Perez. “I love failing 
now: at least I know I 
did something. Passion 
and grit go a long way 
in achieving what you 
want.”
     Panelists focused 
not on the individual 
jobs and responsibil-
ities they held but on 
the greater skills and 
experiences which have 
shaped their careers. 
Special emphasis found 
its place in the unpre-
dictable twists and 
turns of career paths. 
“I imagine what my 
next job will be and I 
know my expectations 
are 100 percent wrong,” 
joked global vice pres-
ident for research and 
development at Lopar-
ex LLC, Ed Hortelano 
‘83 as he highlighted 
the importance of flex-
ibility and adaptability 
during one’s career.
     Some students 
expressed frustra-
tion that they did not 
understand the steps 

they would need to 
take to further their 
careers immediately 
following graduation. 
Founder and CEO of 
The Ecology School, 
Drew Dumsch ‘90, 
addressed this concern: 
“If you can cultivate a 
tolerance for ambiguity 
then anything is possi-
ble. Change is going to 
happen, so take charge 
of it.” 
     Other topics in-
cluded women in the 
workplace, forging a 
professional identity, 
serendipity and the 
role of mentorship in 
career development. 
“Look for the person 
who doesn’t happen to 
be a captain of indus-
try but is happy with 
what they do. They are 
from whom you want 
to learn,” said Hilmon 
Sorey, a management 
consultant for Bay Area 
technology firms. Bill 
Duane ‘94, the now re-
tired Superintendent of 
Well-Being at Google 

and former engineer-
ing executive of prod-
ucts like Gmail and G 
Suite emphasized the 
importance of plurality 
when seeking mentor-
ship, adding, “it’s not a 
mentor, it’s mentors.” 
     The College’s Career 
Summit also fits into 
broader goals outlined 
in K’s strategic plan 
and finds company 
amongst new offerings 
like Handshake and 
Wisr, two networking 
and job search plat-
forms now available to 
students.  
     “For 200 years we 
assumed career prepa-
ration would take care 
of itself. It does not. 
There is no one mag-
ical way to prepare 
students for the profes-
sional world. Rather, 
offering an array of op-
portunities — like the 
Career Summit, Career 
Treks, internships and 
externships — is how 
we help translate liber-
al arts education and 

what students do in the 
economics, biology, art 
history or philosophy 
classroom into a career 
path,” said President 
Gonzalez of the Col-
lege’s integration of 
professional develop-
ment into the K-Plan.
As for future Career 
Summits, greater par-
ticipation rates are in 
President Gonzalez’s 
sights: “I’d love to get 
even more students [to 
participate]. A K stu-
dent is a busy student” 
— noting athletic, 
student organization, 
familial and job com-
mitments — “but I 
hope that students can 
move Career Summit 
attendance higher on 
their priority list. I’m 
not asking you to take 
three months and a 
whole class on this, I’m 
just asking give us a 
day and a half — you’re 
going to learn many 
things that will be use-
ful to your life after K.”

Second Annual Career Summit Expands Attendance, Diversity and Scope

ANDREW PARSONS
web editor

Career Summit 2.0 
increases diversity, 

participation in effort to 
provide students with 

professional development 
opportunity

Jordan Wiley (left) and Hilmon Sorey (right) address panelists during Career Summit 2018 [Courtesy of Kalamazoo College] Students network with panelists prior to the opening plenary [Courtesy of Kalamazoo College]
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Artist of the Week 

Thomas Waltz K’20, 
Photography  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Photo courtesy of @yurdinnerisready 
 

About the Artist 
● Political Science & Spanish Major, Critical 

Theory Concentration 

● Groups involved with: Save the Bees Living 

Learning House 

Thomas uses photography as a medium to express 

himself and have others find meaning within his work. 

The lack of structure appeals to him, because he can 

capture the essence of his subject according to his own 

interpretation, and see how the subject sees 

themselves. It shows the raw nature of pure aesthetic, 

requiring  no other senses to emote a response.  

“For me, the real value comes from feedback and 

outside interpretation of an image. What, from the 

viewer’s experiences and knowledge, the photo 

means.” - Thomas Waltz 

 

Thomas’ Photos: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Connect with the Artist! 
INSTAGRAM: @waltzthom 

EMAIl: Thomas.Waltz16@kzoo.edu  

 

 

 

Artist of the Week 

Qynce B. Chumley 
K’19, Painting 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo courtesy of Qynce B. Chumley 

About the Artist 

● Physics Major, Studio Art & Mathematics Minor 

● Groups involved with: Sukuma OU, Mathletiks, 

ARTifact  

Qynce’s inspiration draws from stories, whether it was 

comics when they were younger or their current love for 

painting, the work speaks for itself. Qynce’s art is often 

autobiographical, so they can share their experiences with 

the world in new and creative ways that center them, 

including their identity as a queer and trans person, their 

love for biking and physics, and their affinity for Bee 

Movie. 

“I try to use painting as a way to be understood by other 

people. I'm a quiet person by nature, so art is my way of 

taking up space and talking about myself, and I like it 

because it's a way to take up your own space without taking 

space away from other people.”  - Qynce B.Chumley  

Qynce’s Paintings: 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connect with the Artist! 

INSTAGRAM: @qynceb 

TWITTER: @qynceb 
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Art as Activism with Sophia Kruz

GABRIEL STANLEY
opinions editor

Documentary 
Screening Showcases 

Art’s Power in Political 
Movements

M e m b e r s  o f  t h e 
community stood and 
applauded following the 
showing of the acclaimed 
documentary Little Stones 
which f i l led Dalton 
Theater with students and 
Kalamazoo locals like. The 
film, directed and produced 
by TEDx speaker and 
EMMY Award-Winning 
documentary filmmaker 
Sophia Kruz, highlighted 
the use of artistic expression 
in combating gender-
based violence through 
four distinct narratives of 
women’s projects across 
the globe.

The four women shown in 
the film brought with them 
their own experiences and 
goals for their work. One, 
a woman from Arkansas, 
created create employment 
and training opportunities 

for impoverished women 
in Kenya in the line of 
creating high end fashion 
garments to free them 
from a culturally enforced 
economic dependency on 
men. Another woman began 
a dance therapy studio in 
Kolkata for survivors of 
sex trafficking, using the 
choreography and communal 
experience of group dance to 
begin to overcome trauma.

The film encompasses 

two other stories. One, a 
Senegalese rapper living 
in Berlin and travelling 
internationally who includes 
in her lyrics criticisms of 
female genital mutilation 
which, although legally 
disallowed, continues in 
her home country through 
traditional observance. 
Another storyline documents 
the developing graffiti art of 
a woman in Rio de Janeiro 
whose work deals with 

issues of domestic abuse.
The documentary explores 

these four narratives, 
interwoven so as to find 
the similarities between 
each of the women’s efforts, 
to find a commonality of 
leadership and bravery in 
the face of a cultural system 
that prefers to dismiss such 
issues. The women and those 
who work closely with them 
tell through interviews the 
change that can come about 

Panmela Castro standing near her work in Rio de Janeiro [Courtesy of Driftseed]

through artistic expression 
and representation of 
societal issues into the 
public eye. These forms of 
art ground the entire film 
and the message works in 
conjunction with that of the 
organization co-founded by 
the director herself.

The title of the film 
come from a quote from 
the activist Alice Paul, who 
said that “the [women’s 
rights] movement is a sort 

of mosaic. Each of us puts in 
one little stone.” The goal of 
the film, and Kruz’s project 
Driftseed, is to demonstrate 
that contributions to 
social change can be done 
artistically, and that each 
person who becomes 
involved contributes to the 
whole.

Driftseed itself is an 
organization that seeks 
to, in the words of Sophia 
Kruz, “further impact from 
film to get people within 
schools and communities 
to focus efforts in women’s 
activism.” The nonprofit 
seeks to empower women 
and girls internationally 
through the art and power 
of documentary storytelling. 
The organization educates 
through course curriculums 
designed for the classroom 
as well as outreach through 
events such as the one that 
was held on Kalamazoo’s 
campus. The film, and 
Driftseed itself, demonstrate 
the importance of art as a 
method of resistance and 
reiterates the importance 
of women’s movements in 
today’s political climate.

The Ingredients of The Cauldron

LUCY LU.LIU
staff writer

Previewing the 
upcoming edition of 
the literary magazine

The Cauldron, Kalamazoo 
College’s yearly literary and 
visual art journal, will be 
published later this quarter. 
The journal is both edited 
by and exclusively features 
work from students.  It is 
financially supported by 
Kalamazoo College Student 
Development, and serves 
as a record of a changing 
campus art scene. The 
earliest issue in college 
archives comes from 1920, 
and the most recent issue is 
37, which will be published 
on June 1, 2018.

In the eyes of Emma Peters 
‘18, Co-Editor of this year’s 
Cauldron, the journal’s title 

is representative of their 
mission. “Like a potion in 
a cauldron, everyone puts 
in their ingredients, and 
something magic comes 
out.” 

Though The Cauldron 
always seeks to support 
student artists, each editing 
staff gives their issue its own 
unique style. Diane Seuss, 
poetry professor under 
English department, was 
the faculty advisor of The 
Cauldron project for many 
years. Under her guidance, 
The Cauldron has published 
many masterpieces of 
talented students. However, 
she retired from Kalamazoo 
College last year.

Dr.  Andy Mozina, 
fiction professor under 
English department, has 
taken the position to guide 
student editors in issue 38. 

Besides him, Lisa Darling, 
Director of Publications 
for the college’s Office of 
Communication, provided 
support in the design of The 
Cauldron. For issue 38, the 
other co-editor is Kate Liska 
‘18; the assistant editor is 
Karina Pantoja ‘20; the 
submission editor is Maggie 
Doele ‘18. There were 
around 150 submissions 
this year. After categorized 
by the submission editor 
into genres,  poetry, 
fiction, nonfiction and art 
work submissions were 
reviewed and passed by two 
committee members from 
its genre and finally about 
70 of them were approved 
by the two co-editors. The 
reviewing committees are 
completely composed of 
current students and are 
renewed every year.

After the approval process, 
the two co-editors read all 
pieces again and come up 
with themes for the issue. 
This year, there are three 
themes, bodies, Gods and 
breathing. In addition to 
all the student pieces, the 
editors also include preview 
and introductions of each 
section as explanation of 
the themes. Then the edited 
collection goes to the hands 
of student designer, Tanush 
J. Samson ‘19. Being 
approved by the co-editors 
again, the sample magazine 
then can be published as a 
final product.

There is more to The 
Cauldron. This magazine 
also gives two kinds of 
awards to four, in total, 
pieces and their authors. 
The awards are Stephanie 
Vibbert Award and three 

Divine Crow Awards. These 
awards are not limited in 
genre. The three Divine 
Crow Awards is decided 
by a blind judge who has a 
connection with the campus, 
but does not have any 
close relationship with any 
participants. He or she can 
choose three favorite pieces 
and grant them the awards. 
For issue 38, the blind judge 
is Fran Hoepfner, an alumni 
graduated on 2013. She is 
now an Associate Video 
Director of The Onion, an 
online magazine company. 
The Stephanie Vibbert 
Award was setup in order 
to honor Stephanie Vibbert, 
a English/Psychology K 
College student who died 
in a car accident during 
her senior year. Because 
Stephanie was engaged 
heavily in both creative 

Mona Lisa After Hours (After Gabriel 
Moreno) by Claire Howland

writing and community 
service, the award is given to 
social justice related work, 
and decided by the faculty 
advisor and both co-editors.
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Athletes of K: Nina Szalkiewicz

First year student Nina 
Szalkiewicz has played 
softball since she was five 
years old. Her passion for the 
sport came naturally since 
all of her friends and family 
growing up loved baseball 
and softball. Szalkiewicz 
loves playing the sport so 
much that she often finds it 
hard to find an aspect that 
she likes the most about it.

“I love being a part 
of a team,” Szalkiewicz 
said. “Group success is 
wonderful. Everything is 
great about softball, though. 
It is really difficult to pick 
one aspect that I like the 
most. It gives you feelings 
that makes you all warm and 
fuzzy. At least, that’s how 

the sport makes me feel.”
Szalkiewicz feels like 

the softball team at K has 
a great team dynamic and 
does wonderful defensively 
in their game strategies. She 
stresses how her teammates 
work extremely hard to give 
110 percent every time and 

EMMA TOOMEY
staff writer

Softball impacts one 
first year student as she 

begins her life at K

Are you interested in 
writing, photography, 

videography, 
podcasting, web 
design or layout? Join us at our weekly 

meetings on Mondays 
at 4:15 p.m. in the 

Index Office (Hicks 
116) or email us at 
index@kzoo.edu. 

[Courtesy of  Heather Banet]

Not wanting to live in the past, I live
I would not mind, though, spending the future as it 
used to be Precisely
in the eleventh scene standing
Under the shadow of an Almendro tree
Holding a leaf with my cold brown hands
and wearing a natural mask to feel
The pleasure of being part of nature.
 
Not wanting to hurt the leaf
I wore it completely; I completely wore it. How
can I see through closed eyes’ curtains? Double 
blindness—
A tree with no roots, instead with feet Still
holding a connection with the earth
As a swan is connected with beauty and water
But I’d rather sit and watch in the distance
Because they are pretty sauvage.
 
If one tries
To own what one loves,
The owned will disappear like flames
Reflected in an orange Almond leaf.

Almendro - Human Being
Poem By: Brenda Gpe. Molina Gómez

trust each other.
According to Szalkiewicz, 

softball has rigorous training: 
“We practice almost every 
day. The NCAA requires 
that we can only practice 
for ten days straight, so we 
get a day off every once in a 
while. However, we practice 

whenever we can.”
She believes that their 

particular team with the 
help of their new coach will 
change the stigma that K’s 
softball team is mediocre.

“Our coach wants us to 
have fun, but she, also, wants 
us to win,” she said. “We 
want to have success and be 
taken seriously. We want to 
change the perception that 
we are not competitive.”

Szalkiewicz is not sure 
what she intends to major 
in; however, she is possibly 
interested in the fields of 
psychology and economics. 
She is extremely happy that 
she continued her softball 
career at K.

Frelon: Dancing the Nights Away

GRIFFIN CONLEY
layout editor

#DoubleHGroove 
choreographs two 

dances for the       
spring show

Different music, different 
interpretations, different 
inspirations. Kalamazoo 
C o l l e g e ’s  s t u d e n t 
organization, Frelon, is all 
about choreographing and 
performing something that 
tells a story to the audience 
as well as expressing 
individuality. Many dances 
will be featured in the spring 
show, but the story of one 
pair that met during fall 
quarter is most intriguing.

A p p r o p r i a t e l y 
deeming themselves 
“ D o u b l e H G r o o v e , ” 
Heather Banet ‘21 and 
Hannah Scholten ‘20 
named themselves after their 
passion for dancing and the 
fact that each of their names 
start with the letter ‘H’. 
Choreographing requires 
countless hours of hard work 
and dedication that results 
only from a certain passion 
for something. Both Heather 
and Hannah have this shared 

passion for dance.
“Sharing a love for dance 

with others is amazing. 
Seeing something that 
started in my head come 
to fruition is incredible,” 
said Heather.

The common passion 
was something discovered 
by both parties early this 
year. On a normal day, 
Heather and Hannah would 
never have crossed paths. 
However, in meeting that 

first time they found the 
common ground of dance. 
Dance is something that has 
a different meaning to each 
person that it touches. For 
both Heather and Hannah it 
has quite a similar meaning.

“Through our dance we 
aim to have fun, convey 
a variety of emotions, tell 
stories or all three combined. 
Our work together has 
become so enjoyable that we 
decided to create a hashtag 

and an Instagram account 
–– @doubleHgroove –– 
to document and share 
the dances we create and 
perform,” said Heather on 
behalf of both of them.

Both of their focuses is 
more on the art of dance 
itself than the actual show. 
Each like to perform similar 
styles but overall they just 
love to dance. The two of 
them are choreographing two 
dances in which they display 
their favorite dance styles, 
lyrical and contemporary. 
This interesting story of 
one of the Frelon groups 
performing in this quarter’s 
show is not alone. Some of 
the choreographers have 
been doing their thing for 
a while, while others like 
Heather and Hannah are 
Frelon newcomers.

Frelon shows begin 
Friday, April 27 at 7 p.m. 
and will also occur on April 
28 at 7 p.m. and April 29 at  
2 p.m. See choreographers 
like Heather and Hannah 
perform their finished pieces 
along with many other 
talented choreographers in 
the Frelon show.

Sports @ K

Submitted by 
Grace Patton ‘21

Submit your photos of Kalamzoo College spring 
athletic events to index@kzoo.edu with each photo 
named with your name, class year and the date on 
which they were took.

Baseball playing 
a doubleheader at 
home against Hope 
on April 10. They 
took both games 
played with final 
scores of 7-6 and 
17-10
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How tHe 5-year Strategic 
Plan will imPact camPuS

During their spring 
meet ing,  the  Board 
of Trustees approved 
Kalamazoo College’s 
next strategic plan. The 
plan details a roadmap 
for the next five years, up 
until 2023. There will be 
many upcoming campus 
improvements according to 
this approved strategic plan. 

    The new natatorium 
is expected to be usable 
by the 2020-2021 school 
year. Now that the $14.7 
million budget has been 
approved, KCCSR Chair 
Ian Freshwater ‘19 said 
that the College can “start 
moving forward with finding 
contractors and finalizing 
the details.” According to 
Freshwater, the College 
intends for “the Swim and 

Dive team [to] only miss one 
season.” For the 2019-2020 
school year, Freshwater said 
that the College is “figuring 
out a way so they can at 
least swim.” Using Western 
Michigan University’s 
facilities is currently one 
option under consideration.

    The strategic plan calls 
for both short-term and long-
term capital improvements. 
Short term improvements 
are covered under a budget 
of $21.8 million. In the 
near future, students can 
expect renovations to the 
chilling and heating plants, 
Stetson Chapel and high-
voltage infrastructure. 
The renovations to central 
heat ing should help 
improve the showers, 
according to Freshwater. 
Within 3-5 years, extensive 
classroom renovations 
(valued at $800,000) and 
the natatorium will also 
be completed under this 
short-term capital projects 
budget. Four million dollars 

CAVAN BONNER
staff writer

Rendering of the new natatorium which is part of $21.8 million in proposed campus improvements.
[Katia Dermott / The Index]

The corner of Academy 
and Catherine prepares 

for a makeover

has already been raised in 
donations towards this $21.8 
million budget, primarily 
for the natatorium. The 
remaining $17 million will 
borrowed and spread out 
over a 30-year bond issue. 

    The strategic plan also 
calls for a second phase of 
long-term capital projects 
that are not covered by 
the $21.8 million budget 
for short-term capital 
projects. Vice President 
for Business and Finance 
James Prince says that the 
total budget for long-term 
projects has already been 
capped at $17 million. The 
two main projects in this 
second phase are extensive 
residence hall renovations 
and an expansion of the 
Dow Science Center. Both 
of these projects will be 
completed in the 5-10 year 
time frame. The College has 
not yet specified what the 
residence hall renovations 
will entail, or how they will 
be undertaken.

Athletes of K: Hannah Wolfe

First year student Hannah 
Wolfe ‘21 from West 
Bloomfield, Michigan is 
quite an impressive student 
athlete. Wolfe plays both 
soccer and lacrosse here 
at Kalamazoo College. 
Wolfe has played soccer her 
entire life and her athletic 
abilities greatly helped her 
ease into playing lacrosse at 
the college level. 

Wolfe said, “I’ve been 
playing soccer my whole 
life. I started playing during 
elementary school. In fifth 
grade, I started travel soccer. 
I’ve been playing ever since. 
I really fell in love with it.”

Wolfe takes pride in 
being a part of a team and 

competing. Her passion 
for sports developed at a 
very young age by being 
surrounded by family 
members who also enjoyed 
healthy competition.

Wolfe said, “I have three 
older brothers, and I wanted 
to do what they did. I played 
all the sports that they did 
such as hockey and soccer. I 
wanted to be just as good as 
them. I developed a certain 
drive for sports through 
competing with them.”

As an athlete who plays 
two sports, balancing the 
rigorous curriculum at 
K can be quite difficult. 
However, Wolfe likes a 
challenge and feels like her 
time management skills have 
improved tremendously.

Wolfe said, “I really have 
a shorter amount of time to 
do my homework, so I don’t 

EMMA TOOMEY
staff writer

Soccer player turned  
lacrosse star

just put it off and wait. I like 
having the practice times to 
motivate me to do my work.”

Wolfe played soccer in 
the fall as a goalkeeper and, 
then, was recruited by one of 
her fellow soccer teammates 
to join the lacrosse team. 

Wolfe had never played 
lacrosse before but wanted 
to meet new people and 
experience new things at K.

Wolfe said, “I never 
played lacrosse before, 
but the other goalkeeper 
on our team encouraged me 

to join. She, also, plays both 
lacrosse and soccer. She is a 
sophomore, and she played 
for the first time last year 
because they needed more 
players on the team. She 
talked to me and thought 
that I could be really good at 

the sport. I thought I should 
try it out, so I talked to the 
coach.  I am on the team 
now, and I am really happy 
that I decided to try a new 
sport.”

Wolfe is extremely happy 
with all the people she has 
met through both lacrosse 
and soccer. She felt like her 
involvement on the women’s 
soccer team truly helped her 
adjust during the first few 
weeks at college.

Wolfe said, “Knowing 
people from soccer or 
lacrosse is really comforting. 
It is really great to just meet 
so many people that, also, 
enjoy sports that I really 
love.”

Wolfe is  currently 
undecided but is leaning 
towards a double major in 
biology and psychology.

Hannah Wolfe ‘21 {Emma Toomey / The Index]

wJmD on-air after HiatuS

Returning Kalamazoo 
College radio now     

runs weekly

After a host of technical 
issues and equipment 
problems, Kalamazoo’s 
student radio station WJMD 
is back on the air. According 
to co-manager Diana Toj-
Ortiz ‘18, at one point 
there was talk of turning 
the WJMD recording booth 
into storage space. But the 
club has fought hard for their 
ability to continue recording, 
and over the summer of 
2017, they saw upgrades 
to both their software and 
soundboard. The group re-
connected to internet radio 
provider Live365 during the 
fall, and Toj-Ortiz and co-
manager Kaspar Hudak ‘19 
began to train students to 
use the equipment during 
Winter Quarter.

C u r r e n t l y,  W J M D 
has around 30 members 
producing 18 shows, most 
of which run weekly. It 
has taken lots of patience 
to get that point, however. 
In Toj-Ortiz’s sophomore 
year, regulatory changes 
caused WJMD’s internet 

radio provider Live365 to 
go bankrupt and become 
unavailable for use. Until 
Live365 became available 
again, Toj-Ortiz says that 
WJMD did not have a 
platform to broadcast from.

WJMD’s primary platform 
is the internet radio provider 
Live365. By downloading 
the Live365 app, students 
can listen to live WJMD 
broadcasts from any 
location, unrestricted by 
signal range. In addition 
to Live365, WJMD also 
recently regained the ability 
to broadcast into Hicks.

Live broadcasting can 
be a challenge in a world 
where on-demand streaming 
of music and podcasts is 
the norm. Host Emmy 
Toomey ‘21 says that she 
would “prefer a podcast… 
because a lot of the times my 
friends will want to listen, 
but our times conflict.” 
First-year radio-host Daniel 
Whitcomb says that “I would 
be interested in [a podcast], 
but the current format of 
my show does not allow 
for it.” This is because he 
is broadcasting copyrighted 
music. While he does have 
recordings of the show, he 
isn’t supposed to share them 
widely. 

The main downside to 

the live show, according 
to Toomey, is that “the 
people I wish could listen… 
can’t always.” Whitcomb 
expressed a  s imilar 
frustration, saying that it 
has taken a few shows to 
figure out the best time 
for his friends to tune in. 
Toomey’s show, which is co-
hosted with Meredith Kahan 
‘21, currently broadcasts 
from 7-9 p.m. on Tuesdays. 
Whitcomb’s show, the DJ 
Mashed Potatoes Radio 
Hour, broadcasts during the 
College’s Common Time 
(11:00 a.m.) on Fridays. 

While each show is 
currently expected to do 
their own advertising, Toj-
Ortiz hopes to have a full 
schedule of the shows 
outside of recording booth in 
Hicks soon. Though the club 
keeps a internal schedule, no 
official schedule has been 
distributed to the student 
body, though many shows 
have made their times 
available. 

After being temporarily 
de-platformed, Toj-Ortiz 
says that she is “always 
surprised by how many 
people sign up and actually 
come to the meetings… I 
think people really like this 
idea of having your own 
radio show.” 

A soundboard within the WJMD DJ booth located in Hicks center. [Andrew Parsons / The Index]

CAVAN BONNER
staff writer
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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correction
In the issue of The 
Index published 
on April 18 a 
section of Cavan 
Bonner’s article, 
“Festival Playhouse 
Faces Uncertain 
Financial Future,” 
was inadvertently 
omitted. We 
invite you to 
visit our website,                      
www.thekzooindex.
com to see the full 
article. 

Are you interested in 
knowing next year’s 
student enrollment 
numbers? Will the 
class of 2022 be 
even larger than the 
class of 2021?

Pick up a copy 
of our publication 
seventh week for 
more information!

wHere our tuition goeS
Annual KCCSR event 
examines tuition costs, 

capital projects and other 
student concerns 

CAVAN BONNER
staff writer

On Apri l  16,  the 
Kalamazoo College Council 
of Student Representatives 
(KCCSR) sponsored 
a financial forum in 
collaboration with James 
Prince, Vice President for 
Business and Finance. The 
forum, which is an annual 
event, primarily addressed 
the question of how tuition 
money is spent. Prince also 
updated students on the 
College’s progress with 
various capital projects and 
sustainable investing. 

To contextualize the cost 
of the College’s tuition, 
Prince says that students 
need to understand that 
the operating budget is 
primarily funded by tuition 
revenue. While the school’s 
endowment –– currently 
valued at $237 million 
–– generates $9 million 
in revenue each year, $6 
million of this revenue is 
restricted spending (e.g., 
money that goes towards 
endowed professorships and 
initiatives). The endowment 
ultimately makes up just 
8 percent of the operating 
budget, while net tuition 
revenue makes up around 
83 percent of the budget. 

If the 2017-18 net tuition 
price were to be multiplied 
by the number of students, 

the gross revenue from 
tuition would amount to 
$74 million in revenue to the 
operating budget. However, 
the school took in $38 
million of this total value 
as their net tuition revenue 
this year. The remaining 
$36 million was subtracted 
as unfunded financial aid, 
which comes in the form 
of institutional need and 
merit aid.

Prince also pointed out 
that even as K’s tuition rises, 
their unfunded discount rate 
has also consistently kept 
pace. The unfunded discount 
rate is the percentage of 
the total cost of educating 
a single student that is left 
out of the final tuition price; 
this year, it is 54.4 percent. 
Prince characterized the 
$56,082 sticker price of K, 
the eighth most expensive 
Great Lakes Colleges 
Association (GLCA) school 
out of 13, as middle-of-the-
pack. 

Besides tuition and 
endowment revenue, Prince 
said that revenue from the 
College’s auxiliary services 
(such as the bookstore and 
property rentals) generates 
$2.5 million in support. 
Finally, the Annual Fund, 
which is made up of direct 
donations, adds another $2.3 
million in support. Balancing 
next year ’s projected 
revenue with expenditures 
is no easy task. Based on 

enrollment projections, the 
College currently expects 
a revenue of $46.3 million 
and expects to spend $46.8 
million, leaving them with 
a imbalance of $500,000. 
They have until May 24 to 
balance the budget ahead of 
the June 15 spring Board of 
Trustees meeting. 

The College’s current 
por t fol io  of  capi ta l 
projects adds up to $21.8 
million in projected costs. 
In the immediate future, 
the College plans on 
completing renovations 
to the chilling and heating 
plants, Stetson Chapel and 
high-voltage infrastructure. 
In the 3-5 year time-frame, 
classroom renovations and 
the construction of a new 
natatorium are planned. $4 
million has already been 
raised towards this $21.8 
million budget, primarily 
for the natatorium. The 
remaining $17 million will 
borrowed and spread out 
over a 30-year bond issue. 

Within 5-10 years, the 
recently approved Strategic 
Plan details a expansion of 
the Dow Science Center 
and substantial renovations 
to the residence halls. The 
funding for these projects is 
not included in the current 
$21.8 million capital 
projects budget, but instead 
is part of a separate long-
term capital budget. Prince 
says that the total budget for 

these long-term projects has 
been capped at $17 million. 

When it  comes to 
sustainable investing, Prince 
said that most divestment is 
legally prohibited because 
the money is invested in 
commingled funds, or funds 
that pool multiple assets into 
one account for efficiency. 
Divestment would mean 
finding new managers who 
do not include fossil fuels in 
their investment portfolio, 
which is currently difficult. 
However, the Investment 
Committee has recently 
directed funds towards 
two socially responsible 
sustainable investment 
firms, Ownership Capital 
and New Energy Capital, 
with positive results. 

KCCSR Chair  Ian 
Freshwater ‘19 says that 
other than planning DOGL, 
KCCSR hopes to put on one 
more forum before the term 
is done. Looking towards 
the future, he expects that 
“next year we are definitely 
going to do at least one or 
two per quarter.” Previously, 
KCCSR held weekly office 
hours. These office hours 
have been discontinued 
due to low participation, 
and Freshwater hopes that 
hosting forums on relevant 
topics will be a better way 
to engage with students. 
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   As infants we explore 
the world through shoving 
small (and sometimes 
large) objects from the 
floor into our mouths. 
In our more adult lives 
we continue to learn 
through our taste buds, 
and traveling abroad is 
no exception to this rule. 
One major avenue in 
which we explore a new 
culture and country is 
through gastronomical 
experiences. As such, 
past study abroad 
participants from the 
2017-2018 academic year 
were eager to share their 
food experiences and 
suggestions for eating 
outside of the United 
States.
 
Eat local.
Despite globalization’s 
creeping insistence on 
a McDonald’s for every 
corner, American food 
is, in general, more 
expensive abroad. Past 
participants encourage 
sampling of local cuisine, 
both for the experience 

Foodies Abroad: Life Outside the Caf 

staff writer
MEREDITH ASHTON

and for budget reasons. 
Grace Beck ‘19 explained 
that food is much cheaper 
in Ecuador than in the 
United States. “You could 
get a four-course meal for 
$4,” she said. However, 
if you want American or 
other imported cuisine, 
prepare to shell out a 
little more of your food 
stipend money. If you’re 
really into local food 
scenes, consider choosing 
a smaller town for your 
place of study. Maddy 
Adams ‘19 appreciated 
that Bonn, Germany 
was a smaller city with 
more family-owned 
businesses, thus offering 
the opportunity to interact 
with more traditional 
German cuisine. If you’re 
on the picky side of the 
food spectrum, never fear. 
Eating local could simply 
mean “buy a loaf of bread 
and meat and there’s your 
food,” as Kate Kreiss ‘19 
said.
 
Sit and stay awhile.
Food culture varies 
greatly by region, but in 
general other countries 
enjoy food more slowly 
than in our ‘fast food’ 
crazed culture. Grace 
explained that in Ecuador, 
Sundays meant large 
lunches with her entire 

extended Ecuadorian 
host family. Holiday 
meals could last long into 
the evening, often not 
finishing until the early 
hours of the morning. A 
little further south, Sam 
Rice ‘19 also found this 
to be true with his host 
family in Chile, where 
lunch is the biggest meal 
of the day and lasts a few 
hours. Sam also described 
a Chilean tradition called 
once in which the entire 
family sits down in the 
evening for toast and 
tea to talk about their 
days with one another. 
Meal times provide a 
structured opportunity 
for the sharing of cultural 
perspectives, a fact that 
Ayla Hull ‘19 discovered 
during her stay in Madrid, 
Spain. Ayla’s Spanish 
host mom would often 
sit down with her after 
dinner for hours, and 
they would discuss their 
differing views on politics 
and other topics.
 
‘Spicy’ is not 
universal.
Not all cultures share an 
appreciation for a burning 
tongue and watering eyes. 
Many K participants 
found their host cultures’ 
food to be far more bland 
than their usual diet. Sam 

fondly recalled a story 
in which his Chilean 
host mom refused to eat 
ketchup because it was 
‘too spicy.’ Other South 
American participants 
were also surprised to 
find their host countries 
lacking in lip-scorching 
flavor. Grace described 
Ecuadorian food as very 
carbohydrate heavy with 
no spice. “Dinner would 
be rice, potatoes, and a 
piece of meat with salt 
on it,” she said. Hannah 
Hamilton ‘19 said that 
Costa Rican food “was 
lots of rice and beans,” 
describing a dish called 
gallo pinto, a mix of rice 
and beans that is often 
served for breakfast. 
Hannah’s experience 
with Costa Rican cuisine 
was “carbs on carbs,” 
exemplified by the night 
her host mom put rice 
on top of her spaghetti 
noodles.
 
Expect the 
unexpected.
The United States may be 
a ‘melting pot’ of various 
ethnic cuisines, but we 
are far from the only 
country to share in this 
culinary interchange. Jake 
Mooradian ‘19 stated that 
“Scotland has an eclectic 
offering of foods,” 

citing the affluence of 
Indian cuisine due to 
the country’s colonial 
history. Cam Lund ‘19, 
who studied in Beijing, 
China, said that one of 
his favorite restaurants in 
the city was a Western-
Chinese joint with a 
Mediterranean flair. 
Needless to say, this 
was a far cry from the 
traditional American-

Past study abroad par-
ticipants share what to 

expect from 
cuisine abroad

Chinese food in 
Michigan. Sara Lonsberry 
‘19 was surprised to 
find a lot of Asian 
influence in Australian 
food, experimenting 
with Malaysian cuisine, 
sushi, and curry alongside 
the more traditional 
Australian fare of meat 
pies and ‘Tim Tam’ 
cookies.

A typical dinner in the north of Spain. [Courtesy of Ayla 
Hull]

An Ecuadorian dish of llama with quinoa and avocado. 
[Courtesy of Grace Beck.]

A Chinese delicacy with chicken, garlic, and 
spicy peppers. [Courtesy of Sam Rice.]

A Chilean dish called alcachofa, which is a 
whole artichoke flower. [Courtesy of Sam 
Rice.]

A presentation of Costa Rican fruits. [Cour-
tesy of Hannah Hamilton.]

This Week at K 
Wednesday, May 2

Grad Fair Sale 
9:00 a.m., Bookstore

Practice Interviewing 
with HR Reps

1:00 p.m., CCPD

API Month Kick Off
7:30 p.m., Bissell      
Theatre (Hicks)

Thursday, May 3

Grad Fair Sale 
9:00 a.m., Bookstore

“Mosaic of Hope”:     
Concert for Justice for 

our Neighbors
6:00 p.m.,                 

Dalton Theater

Interfaith Speed Dating
7:00 p.m., Hicks Center 

Banquet Room

Friday, May 4

Community Reflection
11 a.m., Chapel

K Climb with              
Outing Club

5:00 p.m.,                   
Climb Kalamazoo

Zoo Flicks: The Post
9:30 p.m., Dewing 103

Saturday, May 5

Mattew Peters,         
Trumpet SIP

4:30 p.m., Recital Hall

Oluchi Ebere’s SIP       
Presentation

7:00 p.m.,                  
Dalton Theater

ZAD World Night
8:00 p.m.,                  

Dalton Theater
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Student Government Update

staff writer
AMELIA DONOHOE

The K College 
Squirrel Club Story 

 Admit it: you’ve 
definitely seen squirrels on 
this campus doing weird 
things. Whether they’re 
eating ice cream cones, 
emerging from trash cans 
or wagging their tails, these 
uncharacteristically husky 
animals not only run this 
school, but do so in a way 
that provides comic relief.
 “There was a squirrel in 
a tree that was, like, barking 
at me,” Ryan Mulder ‘20 
said. After laughing about 
it with his housemates, they 
had an idea.
 “We realized we could 
actually make a club and it 
would be funny,” Harriet 
Sauget ‘20 said. 
 Armed with tarps, 
binoculars and a ten pound 
bag of squirrel feed, the pair, 
together with housemate 
Patrick Jarvis ‘20, held their 
first K College Squirrel Club 
meeting outside Stetson two 
weeks ago. They had spread 
the word via an Instagram, 
about which they’ve had a 
lot of questions.
 Sauget, who was 
chosen as treasurer of the 
group, said that at one time 
there were four accounts 
relating to K College 
Squirrels. Debunking the 
myths of rival squirrel clubs, 
she explains that the others 

were started mostly by their 
friend as a joke and have 
since been deleted. One 
from an unknown source 
remains, however. On this 
mysterious account, Sauget 
shrugged. “We’re happy 
there’s interest,” she said.

 They also held a 
squirrel photo contest 
recently via social media. 
Marissa Castellana ‘20 was 
crowned victorious and 
received a mug emblazoned 
with her winning photo. 
Anna Whitman ‘20 was 

Never Back Down From a Joke

Contest winner Marissa Castellana’s photo

This week in KCCSR

staff writer
EMMA THEISS

[Courtesy of @kcollegereps Twitter page]

 The council met 
on Monday, April 16 
for its weekly meeting. 
As it usually goes, Ian 
Freshwater opened the 
meeting with a call to 
order. The first order of 
business was to address 
council vacancies. Due 
to several unexpected 
departures from KCCSR 
in the past weeks, the 
question of committee 
vacancies was addressed. 
The roster for the 

organization was updated 
to reflect the addition of 
three juniors returning 
from their time abroad, 
and the placement of 
those juniors in the empty 
committee spaces was 
addressed. Now, each 
faculty/staff committee 
has an appropriate 
number of students 
acting as representatives. 
After the question of 
an updated roster was 
addressed, the body 
moved forward to discuss 
our upcoming joint 

event with OSI on April 
25: The KCCSR Mixer. 
The event provides an 
opportunity for KCCSR 
to interact with and better 
understand the student 
organization presence on 
campus. This is a crucial 
step as KCCSR attempts 
to reintegrate into the 
role left open after its 
dissolution in 2014 as a 
sort of de facto leader of 
student organizations on 
campus. We hope that the 
KCCSR Mixer will bring 
to our attention some 

areas that we can improve 
for StuOrgs as we resume 
our functions as a student 
council.
 Before the meeting 
was brought to a close, 
the sexual assault survey 
sent out via the K email 
system from the Title 
IX office was discussed. 
Concerns were raised that 
the survey was difficult 
to understand as well 
as potentially leading. 
KCCSR has motioned for 
an ad hoc committee to 
look into the survey as 

well as others that may 
be given to students in 
order to ensure that they 
are collecting helpful 
and unbiased data. That 
committee also wishes to 
hear from other members 
of the student body as 
they move forward in 
their attempts to address 
issues in the way the 
college addresses sexual 
assault and harassment 
on campus. If you 
(the readers) have any 
thoughts or concerns on 
the matter, please reach 

out to KCCSR via our 
email address. With the 
open seats filled, an 
event partially planned, 
and an ad hoc committee 
introduced, KCCSR 
ended its meeting with 
a motion to adjourn at 
approximately 10:06 
p.m. As always, KCCSR 
welcomes the input of 
our student body, and 
we encourage you to 
reach out via email and 
our other social media 
platforms.

runner-up, and won a 
stuffed squirrel from 
the bookstore. Due to 
the success of this first 
competition, the group says 
they will definitely hold 
more in the future.
 On the club’s success 

after their first two squirrel 
watching meetings, Jarvis, 
appointed secretary, feels 
that people are excited 
about it. One of their 
goals moving forward 
will be to develop what he 
calls a “student/squirrel 

relationship.” Since they 
see the same ones pretty 
regularly, the group said 
they’re open to naming 
them and maybe even 
making a map that charts 
the territory each one has. 
 “We had one that slept 
above us pretty much the 
whole meeting,” Sauget said, 
“they each have their own 
little personalities.”
 As they gain a steady 
membership base, Mulder, 
the current club president, 
said it will be important to 
find next year’s leaders since 
the founding members 
will be going abroad. 
Additionally, there might be 
opportunities for field trips 
to watch squirrels in other 
cities.
 On actually starting 
to get attached to K’s own 
squirrel community, Sauget 
smiled. “It was a joke until it 
wasn’t.”
 Note: the real 
Instagram account is           
@squirrelsofKcollege       
and meetings are 1-2 p.m. 
outside Stetson Chapel. 
The club wants to add that 
even the President of the 
Michigan Federation of 
College Democrats, Robert 
Joerg, follows them on 
Instagram and this is just 
the beginning.
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Poetry Book Review:
“Explorations of a Cosmic Soul”

NATALIE PRICE 
contributor

Celebrate National 
Poetry Month with a 
fresh perspective on 

enlightenment

April is National Poetry 
month, which means there 
is no excuse to not sit down 
with a favorite poem or 
perhaps add a new one to 
a collection. Allie Michelle 
is a newly published poet, 
who cultivates inspiration 
through her work as a 
meditation and yoga 
instructor. Michelle’s 
recently published book of 
poems, allows the reader 
to glimpse inside of her 
enchanting soul. That is what 
her words are –– enchanting. 
“Explorations of a Cosmic 
Soul” combines the various 
layers of consciousness that 
we experience in our lives, 
attaching themes of self-
discovery, womanhood, 
justice, trust, community, 
and spirituality. Each word 
truly comes from a place 
of good intention and love 
of the world. Even more 
unique, the fanciful wording 
shapes ideas in complete 
juxtaposition to the tone.

The most important piece 
that the reader is able to 
capture from this book the 

incredible depth it provides 
to find the answers that 
have been sought after in 
day to day life: What is 
the meaning of love? Of 
time? It is if the universe 
itself is giving lessons on 
the etiquette of life-living. 
See it as an inspiration or 
a pick-me up. The cosmic 
words of Allie Michelle will 

offer more than just satisfy 
the typical poetic craving; it 
brings to light the future of 
empowerment and self love. 

The reader can easily 
resonate with the magic 
of the poems, to feel the 
vulnerabilities, the strength, 
and the pain. There is a 
contagious energy that 
can be felt while reading 

Allie Michelle’s newly published work, “Explorations of a Cosmic Soul”                
[Courtesy of Amazon]

Getting to Know Monkapult with Matt Flotemersch
PETER CZAJKOWSKI

staff writer

It’s Tuesday night, just a 
few minutes before 10 p.m. 
as I walk across the lobby of 
the Fine Arts building and 
angle toward the entrance of 
the Recital Hall. I’ve only 
got a few more minutes, so 
I quicken my stride across 
the white tiles and up to 
the Hall’s doors, not fully 
knowing what to expect of 
the next two hours. When I 
step through the threshold 
and into the mood lighting 
and take a few steps down 
the carpeted walkway there’s 
a familiar tune being cast 
over the Hall’s soundsystem. 
Elton John’s resplendent 
ballad, “Rocket Man”, 
first appearing on the 1972 
album Honky Chateau, has 
appeared again tonight, and 
is emananting around the 
room accompanied by the 
improvised (but somehow 
seemingly choreographed) 
dancing of tonight’s shop 
leaders, Erin and Vick, up 
on the stage. Erin, a junior 
at K and senior member 
of Monakpult, contorts her 
body and reaches for the sky 

P: So, it’s Spring quarter of your Sophomore year, Matt. 
How long have you been on Monkapult now?

Matt: Since the Winter Term of last year. More than 
a year now.

P: That’s a while. You have 2-hour practices, three 
times a week for Monkapult. What has motivated you to 
stay committed?

M: Dedication to the team, and to the production. Spicy 
jokes and having a good time (laughs).

P: Do you have an favorite comics that you’d say 
inspired you to do improv?

M: Not really, honestly. My brother did theater and 
improv in high school, so I kind of followed in his footsteps. 
Maybe Key and Peele. They do some excellent sketches. 
But yea, to be honest I don’t think you really need that 
kind of background of comic fandom to get into improv. 
It’s a bit of its own thing.                                                                                                                 

P: The Monkapult team is kind of unique on campus 
because it’s a team that has constant change in it, in terms 
of personnel. How does it feel to be a member of the team 
who’s been there consistently for over a year now, and 
see new people come in and out of the group?

M: You gotta adapt, honestly. People graduate or go 
on study abroad, and obviously things change with that 
cycle. It can be hard because improv is, really, an intimate 
thing. You’ve gotta get on the same page as the people 

you work with and get to know their character and the 
sort of situations they like to develop on stage. But yea, 
things change and it’s a bit weird to say that after only a 
year, you could consider yourself a veteran of the team, 
but in a way it’s just how it works. 

P: Beside the personnel, obviously, has anything really 
changed in Monkapult since you’ve been a part of the 
group?

M: Yes, actually. Recently we’ve become an official 
student organization, so we are now under the “StuOrg” 
umbrella. We’ll receive some funding from the school 
now, so hopefully that can bear itself out in various ways 
at shows…. we’ve got a lot of cool stuff planned.

P: Are you allowed to give any hints as to what those 
“plans” might be?

M: They’re kind of in the development stages right 
now, to be honest. I’m sure people will be satisfied to see 
some interesting stuff go on in our final show, though. 
So that’s my plug. But, yea, as for specifics, I’ve sworn 
under oath to keep things secret. 

P: Does it take a certain type of person to be good at 
improv?

M: The only thing you need is a little courage to go 
up there. You have to be comfortable enough to laugh at 
yourself. And honestly, that comes with time, because 
you’re going to make mistakes, as you learn. We’re still 
learning too, the supposed “veterans” on the team. Not 
taking it too seriously is vital, as contradictory as that 
seems. 

P: Understandable. What are the keys to good improv? 
How do you stay loose up there? Because at times it seems 
it can get pretty fast and furious on stage.

M: Yea, certainly. We have an acronym that we stress, 

with one knee on the ground 
while Vick, a Junior as well, 
spins delicately to her right, 
resulting in the laughter of 
three or four early comers 
who have taken some of the 
audience seats near the front. 
As more people file in over 
the last few minutes before 
10 p.m., a certain warmth 
and feeling of anticipation 
establishes itself in the 
small Recital Hall and 
smiles, hugs and handshakes 
make the rounds. Tonight 
is MonkaShop, the weekly 
open house of K College’s 
comedy improv team, and 
the most unapologetically 
wacky student group on 
campus: Monkapult.

After saying hello to a few 
friends, Matt Flotemersch, 
a Sophomore at K, makes 
his way over to where I’m 
sitting. He’s wearing some 
jeans, a dark blue shirt 
and a pink hat, looking 
comfortable in the Recital 
Hall he’s so often in. 
Matt’s a veteran member 
of Monkapult, and he’s 
also who I’m interviewing 
tonight, before he rejoins 
his friends on stage. 

phrases, such as in “Celestial 
Harmony, “Honor your 
phases as you would the 
moon –– she honors all 
sides of herself equally 
Knowing that there is a time 
for shadow and there is a 
time for light.” The constant 
flowing energy curated in 
the piece, “Waking up from 
our Amnesia” triggers an 
alignment with the soul: 
“To heal the world, we must 
honour its divinity…” The 
personal enlightenment 
that Michelle projects in a 
variety of poems projects a 
nurturing aspect, a healing 
that is found only in words.

There’s a beautiful, 
contagious energy that is 
felt once the physical copy 
of this art is received. Allie 
Michelle’s poems make the 
heart sing and feel a sense 
of acceptance that someone 
else understands. Simple and 
genuine, her words open 
a world of possibility to 
think more consciously of 
our role and finding love 
within ourselves. This 
is for the lost souls, the 
wanderlust hopefuls, the 
curious creatives –– for 
anyone that is willing to 
be in the present moment 
to open their heart, ears, 
and mind. Among rising 
popular poets such as Rupi 
Kaur, Allie Michelle is sure 
to become a new favorite.

especially at our Monkashops, called C.O.R.E., which 
we can always harken back to if we’re having trouble. 
It stands for Character, Objective, Relationships and 
Environment, which, as a performer on stage, are things 
you always want to develop. You can pretty much use it 
for any prompt you may get during a scene, and you can 
always fall back on those principles if you don’t know 
what to say. Also, just having an immense amount of trust 
in your fellow improviser who’s on stage with you is 
important. At the end of the day, during a scene, the belief 
that you’re going to find a way to pull it all together. The 
knowledge that if you’re ever struggling, you know that 
your scene partner’s got your back. That’s what makes 
improv kind of an intimate thing. 

P: What makes Monkapult such a tight-knit group? I 
know you guys throw the occasional party, and you seem 
to really enjoy each other’s company.

M: Yea, you know, if you spend 2 hours, three nights a 
week with each other, while sacrificing time that might be 
spent doing other things, you tend to get close with people. 
It certainly takes a certain level of commitment, and 10-12 
p.m. on weekdays isn’t always an easy time to commit to 
goofing around. So there’s that time commitment, but also 
the fact there’s just a small number of people on the team. 
In improv, you have to shed a lot of social inhibitions in 
front of people, and in front of the team, and eventually if 
you do that enough it creates an environment where you 
can’t help but become close with the people around you. 

P: So, say I’m a newcomer to Monkashop, walking in 
for the first time. What can I expect?

M: I think you can expect that, with a little willingness 
to participate and embrace what’s going on up there on 
the stage, you can have a lot of fun. It’s a workshop 
format, so the goal is to show how we go about making 
this improv that we do in Monkapult, and really share 
those skills with people within the K community. Really 
letting them try their hand at crafting some scenes, and 
crafting some characters. We try to emphasize a friendly 
workshop environment, and at the end of the day it’s just 
a fun thing to do on a Tuesday night. 

P: So you’ve got a Spring Quarter video coming up, is 
that classified material?

M: Classified. We’re still really trying to cook it up 
to be completely honest. Trying to bake it. We haven’t 
adding the leavening agent to the bread yet. 

P: Fair. Golden Grahams or Cinnamon Toast Crunch.
M: Cinnamon Toast Crunch every day of the week. 
P: Beatles or Rolling Stones?
M: I think I’d have to listen to the Rolling Stones 

before I could make that assessment. But I guess I’ll go 
with The Beatles.

P: Who’s winning the World Cup this summer?
M: Saudi Arabia
P: Best food in the Caf?
M: The plain black beans in the salad line. Shoutout 

to Adam Snider.
P: Favorite goofy word?
M: “Goobin” as a utility word. 

Monkapult’s next show is Friday, May 4 at 10 p.m. 
in the Fine Arts Building Recital Hall. Get there early. 

A Night at the 
Movies: Zoo Flicks

Matt Flotemersch ‘20 [Courtesy of Harrison Ramsey ‘20]

This week the Office of Student Involvement’s 
featured film is The Post. Students can view 
this Oscar-nominated film on Friday, May 4 in 
Dewing 103.
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Are you interested in 
writing, photography, 

videography, 
podcasting, web 
design or layout? Join us at our weekly 

meetings on Mondays 
at 4:15 p.m. in the 

Index Office (Hicks 
116) or email us at 
index@kzoo.edu. 

Sports @ K

Tennis photos 
courtesy of Andrew 
Parsons / The Index

Submit your photos of Kalamzoo College spring athletic 
events to index@kzoo.edu with each photo named with 
your name, class year and the date on which they were took.

On Saturday, April 28, Kalamazoo College 
hosted multiple sporting events. Women’s tennis 
hosted Calvin College in a conference matchup 
in which K won 5-4 in their close to the season. 
Men’s lacrosse hosted Hope College in a 16-1 
loss. Softball also played a double-header against 
St. Mary, which they lost both 11-0 and 12-0.

Lacrosse photos 
courtesy of Griffin 
Conley / The Index
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On the anniversary of 
BSO demands, students 
marched across campus 

to demand change

On Wednesday, May 9 
–  the 50th anniversary 
of the Black Student 
Organization’s (BSO) 
1968 demands, and the 
4th anniversary of the 
In tercul tura l  Center 
Movement’s (ICM) original 
demands – a group of 
students conducted an action 
of protest across campus. 
The action both reiterated 
previous demands and 
set forth new ones, with 
protesters calling for a new 
and permanent Intercultural 
Center (IC) and a more 
transparent and engaged 
racial bias investigation 
process.

In their first new demand, 
the students called for the 
College to create “multiple, 
spacious, furnished spaces 
including but not limited to 
a house and the vacant space 
on the first floor of Dewing. 
These spaces must include 
meeting rooms for student 
organizations, including a 
space for the Black Student 
Organization and the 
potential for more spaces 

College Launches Provost Search

As Provost Michael 
‘Mickey’ McDonald 
prepares to step down in 
July, Kalamazoo College 
has launched its search to fill 
the position. Representatives 
of the executive search 
firm Storbeck/Pimentel 
& Associates arrived on 
campus last Monday to 
meet with faculty, staff, and 

Provost McDonald. At each 
meeting, the Philadelphia-
based firm asked attendees 
three questions: “What 
aspects of the position 
or of K would attract 
someone?”, “What are the 
challenges a new provost 
will face?” and “What are 
the characteristics you think 
would be important in a 
new provost?” According to 
Professor Alyce Brady, the 
head of the Provost Search 
Committee, the faculty and 
staff meetings were well-
attended and drew a variety 
of responses to guiding 
questions. 

The College expects to 

FRANK MEYER
contributor

As Provost McDonald 
prepares to step down, 
search committee plans 

for Winter Quarter 2019 
hire.

name the new provost in 
Winter Quarter of 2019. 
Academic administrator 
searches typically recruit 
faculty or employees already 
entrenched at other schools. 
The process is somewhat 
secretive, as candidates 
do not want to endanger 
their current position by 
announcing their desire for 
a different one. 

Storbeck/Pimentel & 
Associates has overseen 
many recent major searches 
for Kalamazoo College – 
former president Eileen 
Wilson-Oyeleran and current 
president Jorge Gonzalez 
were both found by the firm. 

While the contract with the 
firm has not been finalized, 
they will likely be a paid 
a fixed sum, as well as 10 
percent of the incoming 
provost’s first-year salary. 

The new provost will 
arrive at a dynamic period 
for Kalamazoo College. 
In March of 2017, the 
institution announced its 
five-year plan, referred to 
as “K in Five.” The plan 
emphasizes co-curricular 
programs, such as athletics 
and civic engagement. K in 
Five will also pursue closer 
connections with alumni for 
funding and as networking 
opportunities for students. 

Along with the five-year 
plan, the incoming provost 
will be closely involved 
with allocating two Mellon 
Foundation grants recently 
awarded to the College. 
Totaling $900,000, those 
grants will fund efforts to 
include more experiential 
learning in K’s curriculum. 

In a recent interview, 
McDonald named the 
expanded diversity of K’s 
faculty in both gender 
and race as a success 
of his tenure. Still, he 
acknowledged that diversity 
may have included some 
“growing pains.” Four years 
ago, campus was rocked by 

demonstrations by students 
calling for an intercultural 
center, an increase in 
students and faculty of color, 
and greater transparency 
by the college on issues 
of inclusivity. In July, 
Laura Furge, the current 
Associate Provost will 
take the position of Interim 
Provost, and Christine Hahn 
will replace her as Associate 
Provost. 

Demands Unmet, 50 Years Later

Participants in the action re-created a 1968 photo taken in front of Mandelle Hall, the College administrative building. [Courtesy of Ynika Yuag ‘21]

1968 2018

for other racial identity 
organizations. This must 
be met by the start of the 
2018-2019 academic year.”

    The students also 
demanded “an investigation 
process overseen by students 
and faculty of color for 
the racial bias reporting 
process and appointments 
to diversity and inclusion 
initiatives.” The demand 
states that these students and 
faculty of color would be 
appointed by racial identity 
student organizations by 
the end of the 2017-2018 
academic year. Additionally, 
the students advocated for 
administrators to address 
the unmet demands from 
1968 and 2015. 

Plans for the action 
were sparked after a 
meeting recently hosted 
by College administrators. 
At the meeting, students 
were told that renovations 
will be made to the current 
interim IC during this 
upcoming summer, but 
that the space will remain 
in Hicks Center. Some 
students were frustrated by 
this news, noting a lack of 
transparency. “The students 
thought that [the meeting] 
was going to be them asking 
us what we wanted, but 
instead it was them telling 
us their plan,” Madi Triplett 

‘19 said. 
The action organizers 

emphasized that it was not 
tied to any official student 
organization or group. 
Members of multiple student 
organizations, such as BSO 
and LSO, were involved, but 
none of the organizations 
had any official role in 
organizing the protest. The 
planning and execution 
of the action involved no 
explicit leaders or hierarchy 
in order to protect students 
from any form of punishment 
or reprimand by the College. 

The students’ march 
started at the Arcus Center, 
continued through Hicks 
Center and the Upjohn 
Library, and finished at the 
Mandelle administration 
building. Director of 
Campus Safety Tim Young 
trailed the students for the 
entire action, starting with 
their meeting at the Arcus 
Center.

Their arrival at Mandelle 
was timed to be just 
before 5:00 p.m., when 
administrative staff would 
be preparing to leave 
the building for the day. 
Triplett said that getting 
into Mandelle was a close 
call – once Campus Safety 
realized that the students 
were heading towards 
Mandelle, they attempted 

to close the building. The 
students had planned for 
this, appointing several 
students to hold the doors to 
Mandelle open long enough 
for everyone to enter. 

After entering Mandelle, 
they conducted a sit-in inside 
the lobby of the President’s 
and Provost’s offices, as 
well as the Businesses 
Office on the second floor 
of Mandelle. The sit-in 
involved 50 minutes of 
silence, to represent the 
50 years since the BSO 
demands of 1968.

When the  current 
In te rcu l tura l  Center 
space  was  opened , 
students were told that 
it would be a temporary 
location. According to 
an anonymous source, 
during renovation planning 
process, administrators 
were deliberating between 
expanding the interim IC 
and moving it to a new, 
alternative location that 
has not been disclosed to 
students. Ultimately, the 
College opted for the former 
– the Intercultural Center 
will remain in Hicks, but 
will undergo expansion.

Dissatisfaction with the 
state of the interim IC – 
and the coming renovations 
– stems from a variety of 
student frustrations. First 

and foremost, students feel 
that even a renovated space 
in Hicks will not be the IC 
they were promised four 
years ago – the current IC 
has been “interim” for three 
years.

Trevor Loduem-Jackson 
‘21 says that the current 
IC can comfortably 
accommodate no more than 
15 students, which has led 
the BSO to meet in the Hicks 
Banquet Hall. Popular events 
hosted by the IC, such as the 
Food for the Soul dinner 
series, are frequently held 
outside of the space itself; 
it is not always large enough 
to accommodate the turnout. 
These issues with inadequate 
space have been exacerbated 
by the above-average size 
of the class of 2021. 

The interim IC’s location 
in Hicks is also subject of 
concern to many students. 
By placing it across the hall 
from the Campus Safety 
office, Loduem-Jackson 
says that the location 
causes problems “for the 
comfort level of students 
of color.” Triplett adds that 
the placement across from 
Campus Safety “embodies 
the fact that the location just 
isn’t where it should be.” 

On the day of the 
protest, President Gonzalez 
attempted to contact students 

through the BSO executive 
board’s email address. 
The message contained a 
request to meet with five 
student representatives from 
5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. on 
Monday, May 14. 

The students responded 
under a new email address 
to emphasize their lack 
of formal affil iation 
with any specific student 
organization. In their 
response, they requested that 
the meeting take place in the 
interim Intercultural Center. 
They also requested that, in 
addition to five speaking 
representatives, students 
involved in the action 
be allowed to attend the 
meeting in order to increase 
transparency. The students 
were then informed that the 
length of the meeting would 
be halved, taking place from 
5:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Reflecting on the need for 
the protest, Triplett said that 
“The idea that there has to 
be a fight for an Intercultural 
Center on a college campus 
is ridiculous.” Speaking to 
the administration, Loduem-
Jackson argued that “They 
have seen 50 years of action, 
gone through multiple 
presidents. They just don’t 
care. And it’s now up to us 
students to make them care.”
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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JeD Campus aims to improve stuDeNt 
meNtal HealtH

Program will help 
K adjust policies, 

programming, and 
campus environment 
to improve students’ 
emotional well-being

MARYCLARE COLOMBO
features editor

Last fall, Kalamazoo 
College Joined the JED 
Campus program, an 
initiative of The Jed 
Foundation (JED) that 
aims to support colleges 
in supporting student 
mental health initiatives, 
as well as prevent suicide 
and substance abuse. A 
multidisciplinary team 
– composed of students, 
faculty, and staff from 
Student Development, the 
Counseling Center, the 
Student Health Center, 
and Campus Safety – 
assessed gaps and strengths 
in the College’s policies, 
programs, and services 
regarding emotional 
wellbeing.

According to Kenlana 
Ferguson, JED Campus 
Team Lead and Director of 
the Counseling Center, JED 
utilizes a comprehensive 
approach: “This framework 
goes beyond the service 
delivery scope we were 
using and forces us to think 
about and make system wide 
changes to improve student 
mental health at K,” she 
said. “Every day I’m talking 
with faculty, staff, and 
students concerned about 
the state of mental health 
at K. The interdisciplinary 
approach that the program 
uses will allow us to bring 
all concerned bodies to the 
table to identify ways to 
address the mental health 
needs of students at K.”

JED was founded by 
parents who lost their son, 
Jed, to suicide in 1998. 
Since 2000, JED has helped 
thousands of colleges by 
providing them and their 
students with resources 
to improve mental health, 
provide suicide prevention 
programming, and share 
information on mental 

illness symptoms and 
seeking help. There are 
nearly 200 colleges and 
universities with JED 
Campus teams. 

“I am hopeful that the 
JED Campus program will 
help us identify ways that 
we can improve prevention 
services, thus attending to 
student’s mental health 
before they reach the point 
where they would need to 
seek counseling services,” 
Ferguson said. “This is 
especially important with 
substance abuse. Improved 
prevention programming 
will also allow us to have 
contact with those who 
may need support but do 
not or will not present 
for services. We can then 
challenge stigma and share 
important resources, on and 
off campus.”

JED Campus is a 4-year 
par tnership  between 
the College and JED. 
Participation includes an 

outside advisor who meets 
with the team on campus 
to discuss feedback and 
provides support while 
the College is working 
to implement policy and 
programming changes. The 
Kalamazoo College JED 
Campus team met with the 
advisor in March and had 
a follow up conference call 
on May 11. 

In  the fal l ,  some 
Kalamazoo College students 
participated in the Healthy 
Minds Study, an online 
survey conducted by 
University of Michigan to 
assess student attitudes and 
knowledge about mental 
health. Students will take 
this survey again in four 
years – future data will be 
compared to current data to 
assess changes in attitude 
and knowledge. 

“I felt disheartened by the 
number of respondents of the 
Healthy Minds study who 
endorsed sometimes feeling 

ashamed of their mental 
illness and the number 
of respondents who keep 
their mental illness secret,” 
Ferguson said. “We must 
do more to reduce stigma 
and make K a place where 
people can feel safe enough 
to open up about their mental 
health struggles. It’s our 
responsibility.”

The JED Campus team 
also took a comprehensive 
baseline assessment in 
the fall that measured 
current systems, policies 
and programs related to 
student well-being. From the 
Healthy Minds data and the 
baseline assessment, the JED 
Campus advisor designed 
specific recommendations 
that would best enhance the 
College’s current systems, 
policies, and programs. 

A f e w  o f  t h e 
recommendations provided 
in the conference call include 
the following: creating a 
campus-wide campaign to 

promote emotional well-
being, student focus groups, 
post-study abroad support, 
connecting students that feel 
isolated or disconnected, 
p r o v i d e  s c r e e n i n g 
opportunities, improving 
leave policies and access 
to care, and substance use 
support.

“I’m really looking 
forward to making policy 
and program changes that 
are informed by what 
our students and campus 
constituents say we need, not 
just what worked before or 
what we’ve learned works 
well at other schools,” 
Ferguson said. “It’s really 
important to me that we 
do work that works and 
participating in the program 
will give us insight into 
what works in ways that we 
have not been able to assess 
before. I’m hopeful that this 
process will help us make 
sustainable enhancements 
and changes.”

aNNiversary aCtioN: pHoto spreaD

Students linked arms, surrounding the entire perimeter of Mandelle Hall. [Courtesy of Tristen Mabin ‘21]

Vice President for Business and Finance Jim Prince opens his office door during the Mandelle Hall sit-in. 
[Courtesy of Tristen Mabin ‘21]

Protesters enter Mandelle Hall, administrative building. [Courtesy of Tristen Mabin ‘21]

The action took place across campus, including through Hicks Center, Upjohn Library, and Mandelle Hall.
[Courtesy of Tristen Mabin ‘21]

[Courtesy of JED]
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 It is quiet in the 
basement of the Cavern 
library, beneath Stetson’s 
whitewashed pews. 
Outside, students flock 
around campus during 
Common Time, grabbing 
a quick sandwich or 
rushing to the cafeteria 
before their next class. 
Below ground, the small 
library is lined with 
books of every kind, well-
thumbed and marked-up 
from years of student use. 
Classical piano music 
filters through the air from 
the church loft above the 
basement, and the couches 
bordering the bookshelves 
sag comfortably under 
backpacks and legs and 
Harry Potter books. On 
Monday, eight students 
gathered over PB & J 
and tea to discuss one 
subject: Harry Potter and 
the Chamber of Secrets, 
Chapter 3. 
 The discussion began 
with each member 
introducing themselves 

Harry Potter and the Sacred Text

staff writer
MEREDITH ASHTON

and sharing a high and 
a low of their past week. 
Students commiserated 
over exams, studying 
motivation, issues with 
friends, grad school 
applications and the like. 
Then, Maddie Ward ‘20, 
provided a quick summary 
of the selected Harry 
Potter chapter, and Martin 
Hansknecht ‘20, started 
the discussion. 
 “So, I’m wondering 
where we saw curiosity 
in this chapter?” Martin 
asked, referencing the 
group’s theme for the 
week.  
    The discussion unfolded 

naturally, discussing 
character motivations, plot 
lines, and, perhaps most 
importantly, interludes 
into student life. 
    The ‘Harry Potter and the 
Sacred Text’ group meets 
weekly for close readings 
of individual Harry Potter 
chapters, which includes 
line-by-line analysis, 
interpretation and personal 
reflection. The college 
Chaplain, Liz Candido, 
explained that this is a 
common methodology 
used for reading more 
traditional religious texts, 
such as the Bible. 
 “Harry Potter is this 

shared cultural text,” 
said Liz, explaining how 
a secular book can be 
examined in a similar 
manner to a religious one. 
The Kalamazoo College 
group derives inspiration 
from the popular podcast 
titled ‘Harry Potter and 
the Sacred Text’ produced 
by the Harvard Divinity 
School. 
 The podcast website’s 
headline states that, 
“Reading fiction doesn’t 
help us escape the world, 
it helps us live in it.” 
The Harry Potter club 
at Kalamazoo does their 
best to live this mission 

statement. While their 
discussion begins in the 
fictional world of Harry 
Potter, the real substance 
of the conversation resides 
in its application to each 
member’s life as a student 
and as an individual. 
 “I like that there’s 
a different theme 
every time,” said Sara 
Milianti ‘18. “Then I can 
think about the theme 
throughout the week. 
That’s why I like that we 
do this on Mondays.” The 
rest of the group nods in 
agreement, explaining 
that meeting to discuss 
and reflect a favorite 

Student-led group 
meets weekly to discuss 
spirituality and meaning 
in their individual lives 
– through a “magical” 

literary lens 

childhood novel is an 
enjoyable way to start 
their Monday morning. 
 The group completed 
their meeting with five 
minutes remaining for 
blessings. Liz explains 
blessings as ‘good vibes’ 
that the group sends 
out. Members shouted 
out support for the ‘Ron 
Weasleys’ of the world 
who support their friends, 
the ‘Mr. Weasleys’ who 
unapologetically love the 
work that they do, and the 
‘Mrs. Weasleys’ who take 
care of others like their 
own family. 
 “Our spirits matter… 
we’re shaped by our 
stories,” said Liz, 
reflecting on the club’s 
purpose each week. 
She views the group 
as a vehicle for self-
development through 
discussion. Liz plans to 
continue reading Harry 
Potter chapters each week 
for as long as there is 
student interest and value 
in the subject.

 Grace Stier ‘21 had 
her heart set on coming 
to Kalamazoo College 
even before she began 
the application process 
in her senior year of 
high school. Her father, 
a procurement medicinal 
chemist, graduated from 
K in 1980 with a degree 
in Chemistry. “I always 
knew I would end up here 
somehow,” Stier said with 
a laugh as she recounted 
the fond memories her 
father has of the college. 
 A Ypsilanti native, Stier 
appreciates the feeling 
of a small suburban 
area intermixed with the 
excitement of a college 
town. Ann Arbor is no 
more than 20 minutes 
from her home. “I’ve 
always loved that the 
University of Michigan 

Humans of K: Grace Stier
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is close so I can visit 
old friends – and mooch 
off of Zimmerman’s 
sandwiches,” Stier said. 
As for Kalamazoo, “the 
bubble” isn’t too much of 
a problem; she “gets off 
campus once and a while 
in order to grab a coffee 
with friends or just to take 
a walk.”
 One of the major 
identities that completes 
Stier is Catholicism. 
She admires that K has 
such a diverse religious 
community and that the 
student parish, St. Thomas 
More, is less than a few 
blocks away from campus. 
“I really think that staying 
true to my faith while in 
college is important, not 
just for the diversification 
but to stay true to myself.”
 Coming from a German 
background, and having 
taken four years of German 
in high school, Stier knew 
she wanted her life at K to 
include her passion for the 

German language. “The 
German program here at 
K is fantastic because it is 
so small, so everyone can 
help each other out and 
become closer friends,” 
she said.
 Currently, Stier plans to 
major in German with a 
pre-med track. Her dream 
career path is to follow in 
her mother’s footsteps to 
be a doctor, preferably an 
epidemiologist. Stier finds 
epidemiology interesting 
because of the “thousands 
of viruses that remain in 
our ecosystem and bodies 
that we still have no idea 
about.” She is excited to 
take Cell and Molecular 
Biology later during her 
time at K and understand 
more about the biology 
behind viruses.
 Besides her academic 
interests, Stier is involved 
in the Health Professions 
society and the College’s 
choir program. “Singing 
and musical theatre are 

Following a predestined 
track to K

two of my biggest joys in 
life; I wouldn’t know what 
I would do without Les 
Miserables or Wicked,” 
she said. One of the things 
Stier wishes were at K is a 
Forensics or Debate team. 
“Forensics was such a 
big part of my life during 
high school and I think K 
would benefit from having 
a team because it brings 
people together to create 
spoken form of art,” Stier 
said.
 Her favorite thing at K 
so far is German movie 
nights with her classmates. 
She said, “Not only 
helps to strengthen my 
vocabulary, but it’s always 
nice to eat German food 
and be with my friends 
too!” Stier knows that 
K has some pretty great 
people, and she knows it 
is the place she belongs.

Office Hours with Ivett Malagamba

	 As	 her	 first	 year	 teaching	
at Kalamazoo College is 
coming to a close, Professor 
Ivett	 Malagamba	 reflects	
on her contributions to the 
Spanish department and her 
experience with K so far.
    With research focusing 
on the 20th and 21st century 
literature	 and	 film	 in	 Latin	
America, Malagamba’s 
classes offer a more modern 
and interdisciplinary 
approach than many others 
in the department.
In the fall, she taught a 
course called visual practice 
in Latin America, looking 
at	 film,	 photography,	 and	
literature from the 16th 
century to present. Much 

of the focus in that class as 
well as most classes taught 
by Malagamba, is on the 
differences in mediums 
across culture and time 
period. “I love just putting 
together things that don’t 
seem like they would be in 
dialogue,” said Malagamba.
 Malagamba has been 
really impressed with both 
the passion and diversity 
here at K. “I didn’t expect 
how conscious everyone 
is about it [diversity], it’s 
a very present subject in 
everyone’s mind,” said 
Malagamba. She was struck 
by the efforts and awareness 
of the student body to 
make this community more 
diverse and welcoming.
 After being born and 
raised in southern Mexico, 
Malagamba and her family 
ended up immigrating 
to Orange County in 
California, where they 
found community in the 

large Mexican population 
in the area. Malagamba 
attended Berkeley for her 
undergraduate education 
and upon completing her 
Bachelor’s, began work 
for	 a	 nonprofit	 called	Girls	
Incorporated. Malagamba 
worked with the 
organization for four years 
until she realized her calling 
was teaching.
 Malagamba returned to 
UC Berkeley to complete 
her	 PhD.	 She	 finished	 her	
studies this past spring, 
and chose her position at 
Kalamazoo College for its 
ability to interact closely 
with students as well as 
the	 flexibility	 in	 teaching	
interdisciplinary classes. 
Considering her background 
with a very large university, 
Malagamba was excited 
to work at a “liberal arts 
college where you can give 
a lot of attention to the 
students, coming from a 

huge public school.” 
 In the coming years, 
Malagamba wants to remind 
students that “language 
[classes] are much more 
than just a requirement, 
we’re learning to think in 
different way, and to be 
humble in the discomfort of 
learning a new language.” 
She has found a supportive 
environment here and 
has grown comfortable 
on campus, now all she 
is missing is her Mom’s 
cooking. 

New to the Spanish 
department, Malagamba 
makes her debut teaching 
modern interdisciplinary 

classes

staff writer
EMMA THEISS

The club poses before their meeting. [Meredith Ashton / The Index]

Grace Stier ‘21 [Courtesy of Natalie Price]
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El Parque del Buen Retiro, a park in Madrid, Spain [Courtesy of Ayla Hull]

Problems at Home for Study Abroad
A call for discussion 

between students and the 
CIP

opinions editor
GABRIEL STANLEY

 As a part of the 
marketing tool and 
strategic approach to 
liberal arts education, the 
K-Plan has become a staple 
of the Kalamazoo College 
experience to both those 
involved in it and those 
who view the college from 
the outside. One of the key 
components of the four-
part plan is the opportunity 
to study abroad during the 
four years at the college, 
featuring programs around 
the world with the ability 

for transferable financial 
aid and credits for 
graduation.
 The website for 
Kalamazoo College, 
where parties interested 
in the college would seek 
their information, states 
that “for more than 50 
years, Kalamazoo College 
has been the gold standard 
in study abroad.” Through 
my interactions with the 
Center for International 
Programs (CIP) in 
preparation to study away, 
I wonder if there has been 
a separation between the 
goals of the school and the 
handling of the office.
 I find that the issue may 
lie in the large number 
of students that each of 
the program advisers are 

employed to assist. With 
a seemingly increasing 
responsibility to hand in 
documentation and contact 
official representatives of 
the country to which one 
is traveling, it seems that 
the work is piling up for 
all of the parties involved. 
With the available staff at 
the CIP perhaps stretched 
thinner than the optimal 
number of employees, 
the workload of everyone 
involved seems to 
increase, causing for many 
of the people involved a 
great distress through the 
application process.
 I am attempting to look 
past my initial irritation 
at the problems that 
arose from my meetings 
with my advisor in the 

CIP where my questions 
were answered simply 
by referring me to a 
website as a systemic 
issue within the college 
and the department itself. 
I understand that those 
working to assist students 
with the actualization of 
their study abroad program 
have the best interest of 
the students in mind, I am 
simply challenging the 
organization and the way 
in which those interests 
are being met.
 Coming from a position 
where the issue is quite 
near to me as I am 
currently in the process of 
visa applications should 
not stop me from saying 
that the bureaucratic 
chain of referrals to other 

institutions and individuals 
that is an inherent part 
of the visa process is not 
something that should 
not extend to the CIP 
itself. What I would like 
to propose is a discussion 
between students and 
administration within 
an environment where 
opinions can be clearly 
expressed, and an actual 
change can come about 
through transparency and 
honesty. This is only one 
attempt to find a way that 
we can make the process 
efficient and manageable, 
far from what it is now.
 If Kalamazoo College 
would like to use its 
study abroad programs 
as a way to interest 
students in attending 

the institution, I believe 
that more effort should 
be placed on making the 
application process a more 
palatable experience. 
The K-Plan and its key 
components shouldn’t 
simply be something 
that distinguishes this 
school from another, but 
something that makes 
Kalamazoo College work 
for the students.

 One of the biggest 
adjustments K students have 
to make while studying 
abroad is navigating a new 
housing situation. Whether 
that means staying with a 
host family or in student 
housing, past participants 
have risen to the challenges 
posed by living in close 
proximity to new people as 
well as on their own. All 
have concluded it was at 
the very least an important 
experience and have shared 
tips for easing into this new 
way of life with grace.
 
Prepare to be a little 
uncomfortable
   Eric Janowiak ‘19 explained 
that while studying in 
Australia, he did not live 
with anyone from K. Instead 
he shared his campus-
owned apartment with 
students from Mauritius, 
France, Malaysia, Poland, 
and Lebanon/Great Britain. 
Though of course nervous at 
first,	 Janowiak	 said	 he	 and	
his	 five	 suitemates	 became	
really close, going out on 
weekends and currently still 
talking. While studying in 
Scotland, Jake Mooradian 
‘19 had a similar experience 
with	 his	 new	 flatmates.	 “I	
was in a room with more 
people from more places 
than I’ll ever be with in 
my whole life,” he said. 
Also, in student housing, he 
described the atmosphere of 
the building positively: “It 
was really nice and social – 
like living in Trowbridge or 
any other dorm.”

Be patient and be grateful
   Living with a host family 
can often mean making 
lifestyle adjustments in order 
to follow the rules of your 
new home. Whether that 
means accepting a curfew, 
trying new foods, or even 
dealing with stereotypes, 
Brooke Nosanchuk ‘19, 
who lived with a family 
in Ecuador, gave advice 
on how to navigate new 
dynamics: “Be open minded. 
And accepting. Things are 
different, obviously. It’s a 
different part of the world. 
Don’t criticize their culture, 
just accept it as a culture 
other than your own,” she 
urged. For Ayla Hull ‘19, this 
meant having conversations 
with a host mother that 
did not share her political 
views. She explained that 

although these deep, lengthy 
discussions she during her 
time in Madrid, Spain did not 
change her own opinions, 
she got valuable insight 
and practice. “Living with 
a host family dramatically 
improved my Spanish,” she 
said, laughing.
Kate Kreiss ‘19, spoke 
fondly of her host family 
in Caceres, Spain and the 
people in her community 
in general. “It’s a 
humbling thing to have to 
communicate,” adding that 
“it’s a different feeling to 
completely rely on someone 
else’s patience, and it’s 
really rewarding when it 
works out.” Like Hull, she 
was glad for the chance 
to practice the language. 
“People are very patient and 
very kind,” she said.

Budget time
While living in Germany, 
Maddy Adams ‘19, had her 
own apartment. This meant, 
as with students in other 
programs who had dorm-
style accommodations, that 
she received a monthly 
stipend for food. For Adams, 
this meant setting aside time 
to buy groceries and cook. 
Though food is provided by 
host families, Grace Beck 
‘19, echoed the experiences 
of participants in many 
programs, explaining that 
most families want to include 
you in their gatherings, 
holiday celebrations and 
meals. Participating in these 
is a great way to better 
understand a culture and its 
family structure, so students 
have said it’s important 
to remember that a dinner 

might be several hours in 
length, and that the pace 
of life may be different 
to what you’re used to at 
home. Kreiss admitted, “I 
didn’t know how to cook 
before I got to Spain,” but 
she learned new recipes 
thanks to time in the kitchen 
with her host mother. Host 
parents are generally quite 
knowledgeable, and Hannah 
Hamilton ‘19, said many of 
the very long conversations 
she had with her host mom 
in Costa Rica were helpful 
in planning where within the 
country she should travel.
 
Value time by yourself 
   For Mia Orlando ‘19, who 
lived	in	an	apartment	fifteen	
minutes from her university 
in Italy, study abroad was 
valuable because she was 

“allowed to be completely 
autonomous.” She explained 
that since at times she was 
able to experience the city of 
Rome on her own, “I really 
learned to like spending 
time with myself in a more 
honest way.” Janowiak 
agreed and emphasized the 
importance of partaking in 
the culture separate from 
the schedules of others. “It 
seems like you’ll be there 
forever, but it goes so fast. 
Don’t waste your time lying 
in bed. Go out there and do 
stuff, even if you’re doing 
it alone. I wish I’d gone out 
and done more by myself,” 
he said.

What to Know Before You Go: Room and Board
Students	reflect	
on their housing 

experiences while 
abroad

staff writer
AMELIA DONOHOE
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Intimate Apparel Preview

CAVAN BONNER
staff writer

Spring brings the 
final product of The 
Playhouse’s spring 

performance

The Festival Playhouse’s 
winter offering, Intimate 
Apparel, will run from May 
17-20. The award-winning 
play from acclaimed 
playwright Lynn Nottage 
follows the life of Esther, 
a youth African American 
woman who works as a 
seamstress in a 1905 New 
York City. 

Partially based on the 
life of Nottage’s own great-
grandmother, Director and 
Professor of Theatre Arts 
Karen Berthel described 
Intimate Apparel as “a love 
story, a tragedy, a story 
of survival and success.” 
Berthel said that the show’s 
strength lies in its powerful 
depiction of “point of 
views haven’t been shared 
throughout history.” 

With f ive Afr ican 
American characters in a 
cast of six, Berthel said she 
is “thrilled that we are doing 
these shows… its part of our 
mission to make sure that 
we are putting on plays that 

are increasing diversity at 
K.” Recently, the Festival 
Playhouse has emphasised 
diversity through their 
productions of Raisin in 
the Sun (2016-17), In the 
Heights (2016-17), and For 
Colored Girls (2015-16). 

Amira Kamoo ‘19, who 

plays Ms. Van Buren, said 
that Intimate Apparel is 
unique because the show 
primarily made up of 
two person scenes – “just 
Esther and her individual 
relationships with [her] 
clients.” Theatre Arts major 
Karishma Singh ‘19, who 

plays Esther, said that the 
role is interesting because 
of how much her character 
changes “because of the 
relationship that you have 
with that person. It’s very 
interesting for me to move 
through the spaces and as 
soon as I step into that room, 

it’s a different feel.” 
Esther is the only character 

who is on stage for the 
entirety of the play, and cast 
member Kat Russell ‘18 said 
the show does an excellent 
job of portraying how the 
race, class, and gender of her 
fellow characters force Ester 

to take on “these different 
personalities in order to 
interact the correct way.”

Clara Valenti ‘21, who is 
helping to design costumes, 
said that the centrality of 
clothing in the play the task 
especially complex. Because 
many of the costumes are 
supposed to be crafted by 
Esther, there is a “a whole 
added layer of theatre 
magic that [we] have to pull 
off.” Valenti says that the 
audience can look forward 
to costumes that have been 
designed to reflect the race, 
class, and identity of the 
characters. 

Intimate Apparel will run 
from May 17-20, and tickets 
are free with student ID. 
All shows will start at 7:30 
p.m. except for the Sunday, 
May 20 show, which start 
at 2:00 p.m. The May 17 
performance will feature 
a talkback with the cast. 
Tickets can be reserved at 
festivalplayhouse.ludus.
com. 

In my work I create abstracted figurative forms in 
positions that signify comfort within a domestic setting. 
I use gesture drawings of lounging poses, and use these 
quick sketches to create three-dimensional figures. I make 
the basic structure out of wire and cover it with faux fur, 
both of which mimic the line-work in the gesture drawing. 
The faux fur also covers the form in a way that makes 
the form only semi-recognizable, blurring the lines that 
differentiate the figures from each other. The Poly-fil 
stuffing and the vibrant colors create a sense of warmth 
and safety. These figures may remind you of such furry, 
friendly characters as Sully from Monster’s Inc., or the 
Muppets. The figures reflect different forms of comfort 
people experience, that being intimacy, relaxation and 
creation. The creatures invite the viewer to join the 
scene. The simplistic forms create similar shapes and 
motions between the pieces, making them have a stronger 
relationship to each other, while the living room furniture 
welcomes the viewer to a familiar and relatable setting.

Photospread: Art SIPs
Erin Reilly: Home Abstracted

The United States of America has the third largest 
military in the world. It is comprised of about 1,281,900 
servicemembers and an additional 801,200 people in the 
seven reserve components. With numbers this high, it 
is easy to forget the faces behind them and it makes it 
harder to hear the experiences of each servicemember. 
Through my work, I give the servicemembers a chance 
to have their voices heard. My work is only as powerful 
as the voice it is given through their collaborative efforts. 

In each section, the servicemember was given a voice 
and they were able to tell their stories and experiences 
about the military. For some subjects, this was an outlet 
that they were looking for and therefore they had more to 
say about the military than others. I hope that this series 
of work will encourage the understanding of what people 
currently in the military and those who are veterans go 
through on a daily basis.

My current work is a collaborative project with active 
and retired servicemembers. For the first section, the 
subject’s “official” military photo is placed next to the 
subject’s current everyday life photo with a narrative of that 
person’s time in the military. By having the narrative, the 
subject was able to have their own voice. Each narrative 
was told by the subject themselves, except for subject 
who have passed away. In that case, the narrative was 
told by close family members to the deceased. 

For the main section, the subject is photographed and 
the photo is printed, then the subject marks up the photo 
themselves. They are given Sharpies and wood carving 
tools and asked to write or mark the photo in a way that 
expresses their feelings about that uniform in particular 
and what it feels like to wear it.  From this, the subject’s 
stories and experiences from the military and the lasting 
after effects are told. 

Miranda Petersen: Joe’s Story

The permanence of each story being written directly 
on the print and the use of the permanent marker mirrors 
how permanent the effects of the military are on the 
people involved. The silhouette of the subject allows the 
servicemember I am photographing to stay anonymous. 

There is also a small grouping of a Marine’s “official” 
photo with a silhouette of him in uniform marked up. 
For this marking, the Marine was asked to reflect on the 
military in general and how he feels about it. By doing 
this, he was inspired to write the story underneath the 
photos and because my work is collaborative, I included 
the writing. 

The last section is Notes from the Field. There are photos 
from an Army base in Afghanistan, as well as photos from 
a Marine base in North Carolina. I was able to reach out 
to a soldier in Afghanistan and they were able to send me 
photos that have been approved for public view. Once I 
received the photos, I asked the soldier to reflect on them. 
The thoughts from the soldier are below the photos. I was 
able to do the same with the Marine in North Carolina, 
however their reflections were much more introspective 
and more focused on how they feel about the military. 

[Courtesy of Erin Reilly]

[Courtesy of Miranda Petersen]

[Courtesy of Malavika Rao ‘17]
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Athletes of K: 
Tristen Mabin

First year student Tristen 
Mabin from Kalamazoo, 
Michigan brings a lot of 
enthusiasm to her sport of 
equestrianism. Mabin’s 
high school never had an 
equestrian team like the one 
at K, but she has been riding 
for about eight years. She 
is thrilled to continue riding 
for the team at K.

Mabin said, “My favorite 
thing about this sport is that 
it is so unique. It is not like 
any other sport. It is both a 
singular and team sport. You 
are working with an animal 
to compete against other 
people. It’s nice to have this 

unspoken connection with 
people when you say that 
you horseback ride. Not a 
lot of people do it.”

The equestrian team plays 
as a club sport. Kalamazoo 
College’s team practices at 
Cedar Lodge with the horses 
in their stable.

Mabin explained the 
unique sport: “We all 
ride alone but all of our 
individual points are added 
to the team’s score. We 
compete against University 
of Michigan, Michigan 
State University, Adrian, 
and Albion as well as some 
teams in Canada. How it 
works is that each rider is 
put in a pool and has to 
draw the horse that they 
ride, so that it is a clean 
slate. Everything is based 
on the rider.”

Currently, there are 
six people on the team. 

EMMA TOOMEY
staff writer

First year student 
continues with her 
equestrian passion

Are you interested in 
writing, photography, 

videography, 
podcasting, web 
design or layout? Join us at our weekly 

meetings on Mondays 
at 4:15 p.m. in the 

Index Office (Hicks 
116) or email us at 
index@kzoo.edu. 

However, the current riders 
on the team have made great 
friendships with one another, 
and they hope to see more 
students at Kalamazoo 
College take interest in such 
a special sport. 

Mabin said, “We are 
enthusiastic and looking 
for new members to join 
our team. You don’t have 
to have any experience to 
join the equestrian team. 
The coach will teach you 
everything that you need to 
know in order to compete.”

The equestrian club will 
have a show in the fall of 
next year. Mabin hopes to 
see more people support 
her team and their talents. 
She is currently planning 
on studying Spanish and 
mathematics at K.

Athletes of K: 
Preston Grossling

Preston Grossling ‘21, a 
cross-country runner and 
Texas native, has always 
wanted to run a marathon 
– and on May 6, 2018 he 
got his chance with the 
Kalamazoo Marathon 
sponsored by Borgess.

“Running a marathon has 
always been at the top of 
my bucket list and after this 
year’s cross country season 
I got the perfect chance to 
do it,” Preston said.

A perfect chance indeed. 
Preston ran as bib number 
501 in this year’s Kalamazoo 
Marathon in which he 
finished with a time of 
3:00:15. This time not only 
placed him 10th overall and 
2nd in his age group, but 

also qualified him for the 
2019 Boston Marathon.

“I have also always 
wanted to run in the Boston 
Marathon, but in order to 
do that you have to qualify 
in another marathon,” said 
Preston.

Looking forward, he hopes 
to actually maintain his time 
goal of under three hours 
in the Boston Marathon. 
Preston believes it will be 
easier to break three hours 
with the competition being 
much more difficult.

Training for a marathon is 
not an easy task to undergo. 
It takes motivation and a 
supporting cast. Preston was 
fortunate enough to have 
both and a few set workouts 
to back it up.

“In order to prepare for the 
marathon I seriously started 
to amp up my training a few 
months before the race. I ran 
everyday and did a variety 

GRIFFIN CONLEY
sports editor

First year cross country 
runner competes in his 

first marathon 
of different workouts. I did 
hill sprints, tempo workouts, 
recovery runs, and most 
importantly a long run every 
weekend leading up to the 
race starting at eight miles 
and building up to 18.5. I 
also cross trained after my 
runs on the bikes in the gym. 
I wouldn’t have known what 
to do or been able to train 
this hard if it weren’t for the 
support of my teammates 
and coach Koster,” Preston 
explained.

With the support of the 
cross country team and 
friends Preston looks to train 
for the Boston Marathon 
next year.

“After I qualified for 
Boston I knew this couldn’t 
be a one time thing and 
I plan to run the Boston 
Marathon in 2019,” Preston 
said.

[Courtesy of GAMEFACE]

[Courtesy of Tristen Mabin]



INSIDE
The Issue
News.................................................1

Features.......................................... 2 & 3

A&E............................................3

DOGL Photo Spread........................

www.thekzooindex.com

Kalamazoo, Michigan

The Index
ONE-HUNDRED-FORTY YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE STUDENT

MAY 30, 2018

VOLUME CXXXX ISSUE XVIIITODAY’S HIGH: 87 DEGREES

EST. 1877

news
KCCSR Constitution 
Ratification Postponed

PAGE  1

features

Office Hours: Tara Webb

PAGE 2

arts & entertainment

PAGE 4

photo spread

PAGE 4

Songs for Summer: 
Austen Scheer’s Extended 
Playtime

Day of Gracious Living

Refining the Future:
Reflection, Goals, and Visions for 2018-2019

Dear Kalamazoo College Community, 

We, Meredith Ashton and Andrew Parsons, are honored to serve as your upcoming Co-Editors-in-
Chief for The Index during the 2018-2019 academic year. During our three years working with The 
Index, we have observed the newspaper’s forays into more diverse content and online availability. 
Having previously worked as the Features and Web Editors, we bring experience and an understanding 
of The Index’s needs and potential as a student publication of high quality.

Our primary goal is to serve as a reliable and interesting source of campus news and culture. We 
plan to prioritize and promote articles of relevance to the Kalamazoo College community. This effort 
includes investigative articles that will further explore the nature of our institution, celebrating its 
strengths and posing poignant questions for its future. 

We recognize that, whether in print or online, interacting with The Index ought to be a engaging and 
enjoyable experience. In addition to fostering quality content, we will ensure that both the print and 
web editions provide readers an aesthetically pleasing and unobtrusive medium from which they can 
interact with campus life. 

We will also spearhead a renewed effort to broaden our reach with social media platforms in our age 
of fast-paced, digital, and modern journalism.

This campus-wide vision can only be supported with the foundation of quality newspaper articles. To 
build this foundation, we will invest time and resources in our staff in order to cultivate strong writers 
and an environment that fosters professionalism. Doing so will create a valuable student publication 
and prepare our writers for the world of professional journalism.

We are eager to begin working with our staff and the Kalamazoo College community to realize our 
collective vision for The Index. Please feel free to contact us, comment on our website, follow us on 
social media, and attend our weekly meetings. 

Yours, 

Meredith Ashton & Andrew Parsons
Co-Editors in Chief 2018–2019

Ratification of KccSR conStitution 
PoStPoned until fall 

The proposed 
Constitution faced heavy 
criticism, online and in 

forums

CAVAN BONNER
staff writer

The recently formed 
Kalamazoo College Council 
of Student Representatives 
(KCCSR) made their 
proposed Constitution public 
to the student body on Friday, 
May 18. The Constitution 
would formalize the 
current, interim structure 
that KCCSR is currently 
operating under.

Originally,  KCCSR 
intended to put the 
Constitution to a vote for 
ratification by the student 
body on Friday, May 25. 
However, in the days 
following the Constitution’s 
introduction, the feasibility 
and  des i rab i l i ty  o f 
this timeline became 
questionable to some 
students and KCCSR 
representatives. 

On the morning of 
Wednesday, May 23, 
KCCSR Council Chair Ian 
Freshwater ‘19 announced 
that a public meeting would 
be helding during common 
time to decide whether 
KCCSR would follow 
through with the original 
voting timeline. At this 
point, KCCSR had received 
a great deal of feedback 
around Article XII, which 

outlined diversity, inclusion, 
and non-discrimination. 
Originally, the Article only 
contained a statement of 
non-discrimination, which 
some students felt was 
insufficient. 

In response to the feedback 
on Article XII, Freshwater 
said “We have talked and 
will continue to consult 
Natalia Carvalho-Pinto, 
the Director of Intercultural 
Student Life, to create a 
better non-discrimination/
anti-racism policies. We’ve 
added new sections to this 
article, including a training 
for our Representatives.” 

At the start of the 
meeting, KCCSR Chair Ian 
Freshwater conducted an 
unofficial vote on whether 
the student body should vote 
on a revised Constitution 
by the end of the quarter. 
Without quorum, the vote 
was not binding. Eight 
representatives voted in 
favor of holding the vote 
by the end of this quarter, 
seven voted against, and 
nine were absent. After this 
unofficial vote, the floor 
was opened to concerned 
students. 

A common concern 
brought up by the students 
attending the KCCSR 
meeting had to do with 
Constitution’s drafting 
process. Frank Meyer ‘18 
argued that because the 
current draft was created 
without extensive student 

input, “[students] are being 
ask to vote on a Constitution 
that came about from a 
lack of transparency.” 
Representative Nick Klepsr 
‘21 said that the Constitution 
was drafted by a five-person 
ad-hoc committee that met 
weekly and consulted several 
times with Associate Dean 
of Students Brian Dietz 
and Director of Student 
Activities Jon Collier.

Meyer proposed that 
KCCSR start from scratch 
by holding forums that 
would focus on “concepts 
and themes, instead of 
articles and obscure legal 
terms.” At a forum held later 
that day, students identified 
potential themes that could 
be discussed during fall 
forums next year, including 
transparency, student 
outreach, representation, 
and structural racism.

    A list of concerns written 
by Anselm Scheck ‘18 and 
presented at the afternoon 
forum echoed these concerns 
around the process. Scheck’s 
document argued that “from 
start to end its creation and 
confirmation have been very 
poorly publicized, if at all,” 
and that “the process of 
ratification is occuring at an 
unconscionably fast past.” 

Scheck’s  l is t  a lso 
criticised the structure 
and selection process of 
KCCSR’s Board as not 
being representative enough. 
The Board consists of the 

Council Chair, Secretary, 
and Coordinator, and these 
positions are elected by 
the 25-member KCCSR 
body. The document also 
argued that “the proposed 
Constitution does nothing 
to address the continued 
institutional racism plaguing 
Kalamazoo College.”

After hearing a variety 
of student concerns, 
representative Gabriel 
Stanley ‘20 argued that “We 
have this unnecessary rush... 
I don’t see why pushing [the 
vote] back to 10th Week of 
Fall [Quarter] is actually 
going to be that bad if [the 
Constitution] is going to 
be something that works. 

I don’t think that we are 
going to be able to address 
[student concerns] in the 
next two weeks.”

Freshwater said that 
the decision to postpone 
voting should have little 
to do with KCSSR’s 
current ability to function. 
Ahead of the decision, 
he told representatives 
that “[KCSSR] can still 
function effectively and 
efficiently without putting 
this Constitution to a vote. 
We can still function with 
an interim Constitution.” 

After considering the 
interest in more extensive 
student involvement and 
the frustrations around the 

process that led the the 
current draft, representative 
Rosella Lochirco ‘20 
proposed that the ratification 
vote be postponed until 
10th Week of Fall Quarter, 
and that KCSSR use the 
remaining time to continue 
holding student forums and 
design a re-drafting process 
for the fall of 2018 that will 
be more participatory and 
transparent. Lochirco’s 
proposal passed with nine 
votes in favor, four votes 
against, and one abstention.

letter from the editors

student government

The current KCCSR representatives. [Courtesy of Ian Freshwater]



meredith ashton
staff writer

The El Rastro street market held every Sunday in Madrid for locals and tourists alike. [Courtesy of Ayla Hull]

Past Study Abroad 
participants reflect on       

the impact of their 
intercultural immersion
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We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the 
following goals: The Index will 
serve as a means of communication 
between students, administrators 
and members of the community.  
We will respect all opinions and 
present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although 
we are a staff comprised solely of 
unpaid student members, we will 
strive to make The Index accurate and 
truthful to adhere to all standards of 
professional journalism.  We recognize 
and respect the privileges given to us 
under the First Amendment, including 
the freedoms of speech and of the 
press. The Index is a form of editorial 
expression and we, the staff have the 
authority to make our own content 
decisions.  We will provide a sounding 
board for the campus community; 
therefore the opinions expressed in 
by-lines, opinion articles and letters 
should not be considered to be the 
opinions of the newspaper staff as 
a whole.
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The core of the Study 
Abroad experience is 
productive intercultural 
exchange. The Center for 
International Program’s 
(CIP) website boasts that 
many Kalamazoo students 
“acquired new perspectives 
of themselves, their country, 
and the world around them” 
through their Study Abroad 
experience. The website also 
offers an array of additional 
resources like handbooks, 
student testimonials, and 
host culture information. 
The intercultural learning 
component, however, is 
more complex than a simple 
‘How To’ checklist.

Some Study Abroad 

alumni Q&a: Janelle GRant ‘17

Q: When did you 
graduate, and with what 
concentration/major/minor?

 
A: I graduated in 2017 

with a double major in 
Psychology and Religion.

 
Q: What was your 

SIP, and did it help you 
professionally?

 
A: My SIP was titled 

“Subjective Religiosity 
and Organized Religiosity 
as a Predictor of Sexual 
Affect among African 
Americans.” It helped me 
professionally because I 
worked with researchers, 
so speaking about my SIP 
in the interview helped to 
show that I knew a little 
bit about research inquiry 
and design.

Q: How have you been 
spending your time after 
K and what is the pace of 

Getting to know a  
recent alum

AMELIA DONOHOE
staff writer

NATALIE PRICE
staff writer

A passion for students   
is priority

Dr. Tara Webb is known 
for serving in multiple roles 
at Kalamazoo College. 
Many students know her 
as one of the General 
Psychology instructors 
or the Associate Director 
of Institutional Research 
Methods. Although it is only 
her first year at the college, 
Dr. Webb is most looking 
forward to future research 
projects with students.

Dr. Webb’s research and 
academic interests include 
statistics and methodology, 
and has gained over seven 
years of experience in 
designing and directing 
experimental programs 
from the process of data 
collection through reporting 
and publication. “Although I 
love working with data and 
statistics, I love working 
with students most!” Webb 
said.

At her previous institution, 
Webb was a lecturer for 
an undergraduate research 
methods and statistics 
course that was previously 

Office Hours: Dr. Tara Webb
known for its issues 
with student retention; a 
statistical analysis showed 
that students who failed the 
course were more likely to 
choose a different major 
or leave the University 
altogether. In order to 
address this issue, she 
became part of a teaching 
team who redesigned the 
course to increase student 
success and reduce attrition. 
“Many students who initially 
dreaded the thought of 
taking a research methods 
and statistics course reported 
that it was their favorite 
class,” Webb said. “That 
experience really increased 
my passion for helping 
students.”

Dr. Webb completed her 
undergraduate and graduate 
programs at Southern 
Illinois University, where 
she completed her thesis 
on determining the relative 
impacts of magnitude and 
probability when they 
were both increasing over 
a delay. She designed an 
experience-based video 
game was adapted for 
the study of choice when 
outcome magnitude and 
probability of reinforcement 

were increasing either 
simultaneously (Experiment 
1) or separately (Experiment 
2) over a delay. Based on her 
research, Webb found that 
there is a strong link between 
discounting and problem 
behaviors, such as drug and 
alcohol abuse, which makes 
sense intuitively because 
people who behave more 
impulsively are more likely 
to engage in maladaptive 
behaviors.

Webb’s research interests 
have shifted since her years 
as a doctoral candidate, and 
is now more interested in 
academic achievement. Dr. 
Webb’s favorite aspect of 
Kalamazoo College is the 
diverse range of interests 
that students have and the 
endless potential they have. 
“Teaching a diverse set of 
undergraduates has made 
me realize that I am most 
interested in developing 
data-driven methods to help 
students succeed, and my 
research with students has 
focused mainly on issues 
of self-control, decision 
making, and academic 
achievement,” Webb said.

When she is not at work, 
Webb likes to spend time 

with her large family, which 
includes four children and 
one due in November. She 
also enjoys volunteering at 
North Pines Church in her 
spare time. “Although there 
are many area churches, I 
choose to be part of one that 

focuses on college students,” 
Webb said. With such a 
passion for her students, 
there is no doubt Dr. Webb 
will continue to inspire 
and help K students’ many 
endeavors.

[Courtesy of Tara Webb]

life like?
 
A: The pace of life after 

K is still busy, but there is 
more routine to my life and 
I credit this to less late night 
writing. I’ve been spending 
my time after K working full 
time, traveling, trying to find 
new places in Kalamazoo, 
and meeting new friends. 

Q: What do you do at this 
time professionally?

 
A: I work at The Upjohn 

Institute for Employment 
Research in Kalamazoo 
as a project coordinator, 
where I support workforce 
development initiatives and 
place-based scholarship 
research and consulting.

Q: How did your time 
at K prepare you for your 
current job?

 
A: My time at K prepared 

me with an interdisciplinary 
set of skills by allowing for 
study abroad and the ability 
to take classes without 
worrying about general 
education requirements. 

It’s fun to try to creatively 
bring principles and ideas 
from some of your favorite 
classes into your role at 
work.

Q: What is one thing/
resource you wish you’d 
taken more advantage of 
at K?

 
A: I wish I would have 

taken more classes in 
varying departments other 
than my major. 

 
Q: What are your plans for 

the future/ultimate goals?
 
A: This fall I will be 

pursuing my PhD in 
Educational Leadership 
with a concentration in 
Organizational Analysis 
at Western Michigan 
University. This cohort is 
specifically for those that 
work full time, so I’m 
excited to continue to work 
at The Upjohn Institute as 
well as learn how to become 
a researcher in my own 
respect through this Ph.D. 
program.

icRPS & inteRcultuRal exchanGe
programs incorporate the 
Intercultural Research 
Project (ICRP) as a 
mandatory part of the 
experience, while others opt 
for more voluntary methods 
of cultural participation. 
The CIP website defines the 
ICRP as “the integration of 
students into local cultures, 
and the development of an 
ability to appreciate the 
cultural values around which 
local people organize their 
daily tasks.” 2018-2019 past 
study abroad participants 
shared their personal 
reflections on intercultural 
exchange below.

 
Cultural Participation
Working in another 

country creates new cultural 
experiences outside of 
exposure to familial or 
university culture. Brooke 
Nosanchuk ‘19 worked in 
a preschool in Kumbaya, 
Ecuador for her ICRP 
experience. “My work at 
the school helped better my 

Spanish speaking abilities, 
especially the command 
forms,” said Brooke. Her job 
also helped her understand 
the Ecuadorian culture’s 
construction of time, which 
is not as punctual nor as 
fixed as in the United States.

Other ICRPs allowed for 
specific investigations into 
particular cultural practices. 
For example, Cam Lund ‘19 
wrote his ICRP by studying 
the Chinese recycling 
industry. This involved 
both academic, internet 
investigations alongside 
qualitative interviews of 
Chinese citizens in public 
parks. Cam plans to continue 
this personal investigation 
for his Senior Individualized 
Project at Kalamazoo.

 
Problem-Solving
Other past participants 

worked to overcome 
adversity in completing their 
ICRPs. “There wasn’t very 
much support with finding 
an ICRP,” said Ayla Hull 

‘19 from the Madrid, Spain 
program. Ayla researched 
and began her own project 
and then had to find a new 
partner organization due 
to communication issues 
through the language and 
cultural barriers. 

U l t i m a t e l y,  H u l l 
completed her ICRP at 

an immigration center in 
Madrid, and she cites her 
ICRP as a valuable site of 
cultural interaction. There 
was no infrastructure 
present within her university 
in Madrid to help with 
integration, Hull said, and 
thus her project provided 
structured time to interact 

with Spaniards.
Other K students also 

struggled with the ICRP 
infrastructure in their host 
countries, especially when it 
necessitated projects outside 
of their interest areas. Sarah 
Pobuda ‘19, a Strasbourg, 
France participant, worked 

 ICRPs on page 3

[Courtesy of Janelle Grant]
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worked at a wine store. 
Her final presentation 
was on the stereotypes 
surrounding French food 
and drink. While Pobuda 
learned a lot about wine, 
“most people saw the 
ICRP as kind of a burden,” 
she said.
      Some K students found 
the ICRP difficult to 
incorporate into their busy 
daily schedules. Maddy 
Adams ’19 taught English 
conversation classes to 
immigrants for her project, 
which meant she had wake 
up at six in the morning. 
Maddy said that while the 
early schedule “added a 
lot of stress, in the long 
run it was a good thing.” 
She found that despite the 
additional time obligation 
of the project, it kept 
her busy and warded off 
homesickness.
 
Preparation for the 
Future
        
  For many, the ICRP is 
an opportunity to explore 
academic or career 
interests. Sara Lonsberry 
’19 explained that for her 
ICRP in Australia she had 
“lots of support to get into 
professional development 
opportunities.” She 
partnered with an LGBTQ 
mental health non-profit, 
learning about the group 
and assisting with event 
planning for her project.

     Kate Kreiss ’19 also 
explained that her ICRP 
informed her career 
aspirations. Kate taught 
acting classes in Spanish 
in Cáceres, Spain. After 
her project, Kate says 
that her ICRP “has really 
affected what I think I 
might want to do in the 
future,” explaining that 
after this experience she 
could see herself teaching.
  For Grace Beck, the 
Biology program in 
Ecuador, while not 
an official ICRP, also 
clarified her academic 
ambitions. The program 
took the group to a 
biology research station 
in the Amazon. “I’ve had 
my doubts about the bio 
major,” said Beck. “It was 
cool to see everything 
you’ve been learning 
about since second grade 
in real life.”
 

Everyday Cultural 
Exchanges
          
 Many Study Abroad 
programs also do not 
have an official ICRP 
component, but rather 
encourage more casual 
cultural engagements. Jake 
Mooradian ’19 explained 
that in Scotland the ICRP 
was not required because, 
as the K students live in 
dorms with the rest of the 
student body, there are 

plenty of opportunities for 
intercultural interaction. 
Jake also suggested 
joining university clubs 
and organizations to get 
involved in the campus 
culture.
     Sam Rice ’19 concurred 
that in the Chile program, 
cultural engagement 
occurs on a smaller 
scale through everyday 
interactions. “I don’t think 
they stress enough about 
the culture shock,” said 
Sam. “Try and participate 
as much as you can. 
Participate in class, go 
to events, join family 
conversations at the dinner 
table. That helped me.”

Grace Beck ‘19 with her Ecuadorian host family. [Photo courtesy of Grace Beck]

 On April 27th, 2018, 
Austen Scheer ‘18 released 
Extended Playtime, a four 
track dance music playlist, 
to streaming sites such as 
Spotify and Soundcloud 
as part of a Senior 
Individualized Project. After 
almost 3 years of writing, 
recording, and producing 
these songs, Scheer, working 
under the artist name of 
“Austenyo”, has unveiled 
Extended Playtime as his 
first official public release. 
The 4-track extended player 
is a blatantly self-aware 
piece of music, matching 
relaxed melodic tone with 
words that willfully hand 
you the keys to a mind 
that can’t seem to pinpoint 
exactly what it wants. 
Refreshingly, the EP does 
not try to be anything that 
it’s not. Improvised lyrics 
and simplistic beats are 
supported by a background 
haze of rippling synthesizers 
that hold your hand through 
the thoughts of a musician 
in their element. Influenced 
by artists such as LCD 
Soundsystem and Talking 
Heads, Extended Playtime, 
more than anything, is 
comfortable in its own 
uncomfortable skin. 

   On a sunny May evening, 
I sit down to speak with 
Austen about his new music.

   Czajkowski: The first thing 
that I hear on Extended 
Playtime is a very particular 
style of synthesizer that 
is heard prominently 
throughout 3 of the songs, 
beginning with the intro of 
the track “Personova”. The 
first time I heard it, I thought 

it sounded like what an ice 
cream truck on LSD might 
sound like. What exactly is 
that, and what drew you to 
that sound?
  Scheer: It’s called a 
Septavox synthesizer. I’ve 
been learning about this 
approach from this band 
I really love called Junior 
Boys, and their main guy, 
Jeremy Greenspan, talks 
about how typically, you as 
an artist don’t really write 
an album or the songs on 
an album, it’s more the 
instruments that are the 
driving force for creating 
the overall feel of the music. 
The Septavox really was 
the instrument that pulled 
these songs together, and 
pulled that feeling out of 
me. I actually played it for 
the first time at Jack White’s 
3rd Man Records shop in 
Detroit in Midtown, and I 
was immediately hearing 
sounds that I knew I wanted. 
It just sounded fun to me. 
 Czajkowski: You have a 
very assured, confident 
voice when you sing, but 
you can also hit those 
higher notes when need be. 
Your single style is kind 
of distinct, somewhere 
between speaking and 
singing, how do you think 
you created that voice for 
yourself? 
 Scheer: That voice is a 
combination of things. 
I’m definitely learning and 
reflecting on all the things 
that I’ve been doing and 
some people really like it 
and some people really, 
surprisingly, don’t. My 
voice has definitely been 
evolving. I was interested 
in straddling the line 
between sounding like my 
own speaking voice and 
sounding like someone 
else. It’s something I’m 
still working with. Still 
developing. 
 Czajkowski: The lyrics 
on these tracks seem like 
they’re kind of a rambling 
stream of consciousness, 
with some sentences not 

even making grammatical 
sense at certain points. What 
does that writing process 
look like? Is that just drunk 
on a Tuesday night with a 
pen and paper?
 Scheer: Haha, good 
question. Yea, a lot of it 
doesn’t make sense. And I 
truly didn’t care about that 
as much as I cared about how 
it sounded, musically. And I 
still don’t really care about 
that so much. I do put a value 
on lyrics at times, but this is 
the problem: I’m constantly 
oscillating between being 
alone and having a difficult 
time writing lyrics, and 
being around people and 
being inspired. All the 
lyrics on that record are 
improvised, however they 
did undergo some refining. 
On most of the takes I 
was just unconsciously 
rambling, like stream of 
consciousness, but focused 
on creating melodies, and 
words and sounds that fit 
that melody. 
 Czajkowski: Does that 
improvisational technique 

translate over into live 
performances?
Scheer: It depends. I don’t 
really write stuff. Frankly, 
I just haven’t really had 
enough to practice for 
my performances. I love 
performing, but I’m still 
trying to figure out what 
the best performance for 
me feels like. Typically I’ll 
just try to listen to my songs 
a bunch before I go on, to 
make sure I know what 
I’m singing. Even if it’s 
me just trying to memorize 
literal nonsense. It’s a messy 
process. I’m moving toward 
more of a focused lyrical 
route, but I still really 
appreciate what I can get out 
of stream of consciousness. 
 Czajkowski: More than 
anything on Extended 
Playtime, you seem to be 
trapped inside your own 
head. There’s even a song 
called “In My Mind”. Is that 
a character you’re trying to 
create, or is that a reflection 
of yourself? I get the sense 
that this is autobiographical, 
but I could be wrong. 

   Scheer: No, I mean you’re 
definitely on to something 
there. Honestly, I don’t have 
the best answer for that. 
That song “In My Mind” 
is the song that I spent the 
longest on for this EP. I 
think I spent two or three 
years with that beat, but I 
just couldn’t figure out a 
solid structure for it, and 
the final result was just an 
improv take one morning. I 
hate the fact that song took 
so long to make, and at the 
end of it I kind of just said, 
“Screw this”. I just wanted 
to get it out. But that song 
is definitely my favorite on 
the EP, it was such a relief to 
just get it out there. 
 Czajkowski: Talk to me 
about the song “Piano”, it’s 
a bit different.
  Scheer: Yea that song’s 
goofy. It kind of sounds 
like it was produced by 
someone else, the mood is 
so different. I don’t know 
man, I’ve kind of got this 
Hip Hop root, I guess. That 
R&B pop stuff, I love it. I 
do like Drake. It just sounds 
like all of that stuff wrapped 
up into one. I wrote it one 
night, I was chillin, it just 
came together man. I was 
experimenting with stuff 
for like three hours because 
I wanted to make a song 
and it just came out. I was 
pressing the right buttons. 
 Czajkowski: You made a 
music video for your track 
“Personova” and it was 
released as a single. Talk 
me through the process of 
creating that video. 
  Scheer: I did it in one day 
with my friend Tommy, 
who’s from Chicago, and he 
was the main filmographer. 
The initial vision was to 
have a bigger green screen 
and to just cover me, like I’d 
just be a little Austen with 
a bunch of stuff behind me, 
but then we realized we had 
a tiny green screen. So we 
honestly just said, “Okay, 
we’re not trying to fool 
anyone, let’s just do as much 
clever stuff as possible to 

make it look interesting.” 
That was it. 
 Czajkowski: How’s the 
music scene in Kalamazoo, 
and specifically at K 
College?
   Scheer: They’re different. 
I don’t know man, I’ve been 
spending too much time 
inside. I’ve got a pretty 
narrow view of music scenes 
around here. I’m loosely 
involved with several 
musicians around here, 
in terms of collaborations 
and putting on shows. I 
mean, everything that’s 
going on with this scene 
is only happening because 
people are out there trying 
to make it happen. It seems 
like it’s literally just “do it 
yourself”, in my experience. 
The only way I’ve really 
been contributing is with 
my garage, there’s a stage 
out there. I’m going to 
probably be throwing like 
three shows in the next few 
weeks. 
 Czajkowski: What’s the 
future looking like for 
Austenyo?
   Scheer: I’ve got some stuff 
that I’m really excited about. 
I’ve got two projects, two 
more EPs, that are coming 
out. I’m going to put one 
out this summer, I’m going 
to get people boppin this 
summer, that’s for sure. 
I’ve got some music that’s 
good for rolling down 
the windows and taking a 
summer evening ride. I’m 
going to try to launch into 
some direction.
  Czajkowski: Launch into 
interstellar space?
  Scheer: Yea I might end 
up in the wrong wormhole 
but….I’m going to try. 

Scheer’s work is available 
on streaming sites Spotify 
and Soundcloud under the 
artist name of “Austenyo”. 

Songs for Summer: Austen Scheer’s Extended Playtime
Austen Scheer ‘18 

talks about his newly 
released musical 
project, Extended 

Playtime

staff writer
PETER CZAJKOWSKI

Austen Scheer ‘18
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Therapy Dogs DeployeD by 
souTh haven police DeparTmenT

Community outreach 
efforts replace canine 

units with therapy dogs

ANDREW PARSONS
co-editor in chief

Students visiting South 
Haven’s beaches on May 
25 were warmly welcomed 
with a surprise from South 
Haven’s police force.

Concerned about public 
safety following the events 
of last year’s Day of 
Gracious Living, the South 
Haven Police Department 
deployed six therapy dogs 
to the beach in an attempt 
to help keep the peace.

“It’s part of an effort to 
improve our relationship 
with the community,” 
shared Officer Geoff 
Beech, himself handling 
two German Shepherds 
that day. “We realized that 
bullhorns and promoting 
littering weren’t good tactics 
in our mission to protect 
public safety, and so we 
thought a radical change in 
strategy might yield better 
results.”

Officer Beech credits his 
superior, Sergeant Catherine 
Witz, with the idea.

Sergeant Witz explained 
that many students were 
still showing signs of 
trauma following 2017’s 
beach incident. “Some 
don’t even want to return to 
South Haven because of the 
stress induced last year,” she 
said. As a countermeasure, 
the South Haven Police 
Department converted its 
canine unit into something 
more apt to ease pain.

“We’re proud to be the first 

public safety department in 
southwestern Michigan to 
actively field therapy dogs,” 
said Sergeant Witz.    

Officer Beech introduced 
the dog on his leftmost 
leash.

“This is Pepper. She 
likes to sniff all sorts of 
things. Pepper eases pain 
by showing us the hidden 
world of smells. We lose 
ourselves in her olfactory 
spectacle, distracting us 
from the pain we might be 
feeling within.”

Officer Beech was also 
responsible for handling 
Remington, an “untamed 
spirit,” who, when not 
chasing waterfowl, cuddled 
with beachgoers.

The therapy dogs, 
however, proved to be 
controversial.

S e v e r a l  s t u d e n t s , 
reportedly in an attempt 
to limit cuddle-time 
competition, claimed that 
South Haven was a “no-go” 
for beachgoers. Using 

social media platforms 
popular amongst college 
age students, they spread 
misinformation about the 
dogs’ purpose, directing 
their peers toward other 
coastal communities.

“I was livid once I learned 
that I had been tricked into 
going to St. Joseph and 
missed the dogs,” said Nina 
Velázquez ’16, a campus 
animal enthusiast.

“I think our efforts 
today were a gracious step 
forward,” said Sergeant 
Witz. However, the therapy 
dog program may be at 
risk. New federal policing 
guidelines restrict funding 
for similar community 
engagement opportunities, 
and a recent executive 
directive has shifted the 
focus of canine units to 
operations along the United 
States’ southern border. “I’d 
certainly like to continue to 
fund this program, but the 
future is indefinite.”

 

Pepper “The Good Girl” [Courtesy of the Internet]

enThusiasTic visiT-The-Zoo-er 
sTill has life in eyes

 It’s that time of year again: 
The Visit the Zoo program 
is at its all-time busiest this 
time of year as graduations 
come to a close and excited 
high school seniors visit 
their college of choice for 
a tour or classroom visit. 
Tour groups can be spotted 
on the quad with their 
awkward walking pace or 
in the library with orange 
packets of “Welcome to K 
material” just waiting to be 
recycled afterwards. In fact, 
these poor high schoolers 
are pitied and encouraged to 
find a better way to spend 
their time. “By the end of 
the tour, all of them look 
scared half to death,” says 
Tour guide and Day Host, 
Meredith Kahan. “I’m sure 
it’s nothing I did, but they 
always get this dazed look 
after touring the library.”

            One student on last 
week’s tour was reported to 
be more enthusiastic than the 
rest of the group, carrying 
binoculars and stocked up 
on K merchandise from the 
bookstore. “I noticed that he 
was very excited to be here 
so I didn’t question when 
he took pictures in front 
of every building,” Kahan 
said. The student, whose 
name was not recorded, 
says he was not considering 
coming to K until he learned 
the college’s mascot was 
a hornet. “He kept asking 

“There’s no way I’ll ever 
get sick of this place!”

NATALIE PRICE
staff writer

where Buzz [the mascot] 
was and demanded to take 
a picture with him before 
he left,” Kahan said. After 
touring the rest of campus, 
the student was reported to 
be very “lively and upbeat”. 
“I am surprised that he was 
this motivated about the 
campus tour,” Kahan said. 
“Visit the Zoo is known to 

be a very tedious expenditure 
and he handled it very well.” 
After the tour, the bookstore 
reported to have missing 
items such as various 
sweatshirts as well as a K 
college coffee mug. Please 
contact the college security 
office if you or others know 
about these missing items. 

You can’t see this person’s eyes, but trust us. Full of enthusiasm.
[Natalie Price / The Index]

sTuDenT makes money aT TexTbook buyback
One student’s story of 

economic success in the 
face of adversity

MEREDITH ASHTON
co-editor in chief

As the end of the academic 
year rolls around, there is 
much for students to look 
forward to: the approaching 
summer weather, a respite 
from the constant toils 
of coursework, and, of 
course, the annual textbook 
buyback. 

    “The textbook buyback 
is a big deal around here. 
Why else would students 
wait around forever in line?” 
Nancy Haislett asked, an 
bookstore employee who 
works at the annual event. 

    Last year during the 
conclusion of the 2017-
2018 academic year, Justine 
VerLuck ‘19 became the 
first student to ever make 
a profit from selling back 
her textbooks to Kalamazoo 
College. 

    “Generally you spend 
hundred of dollars and 
then they give you back a 
five-dollar bill,” VerLuck 
explained. Many other 
students share VerLuck’s 
perspective on the buyback, 
citing years of frustration 
over the event. 

    “I still have my 

‘Buddhism in Southeast 
Asia’ textbook in my 
dorm room from my first 
year,” said the now-senior 
Donovan McNutt ‘18. “Each 
year it just keeps decreasing 
in value.”

    While Verluck has been 
a victim of this merciless 
system in the past, she 

Stack of student textbooks [Meredith Ashton / The Index]

cannot fully account for 
her good fortune last year. 
“Honestly, I think I just got 
lucky. Like a stroke of fate 
or something,” VerLuck 
said. After she had lugged 
her books to the first floor 
of Hicks and waited in line 
for what seemed like hours, 
she handed over each item 

to the employee working 
the buyback desk. 

    “I was absolutely 
shocked when I heard the 
total come back,” VerLuck 
said. “I thought there had to 
be some accounting error, 
but of course I didn’t say 
anything.”

    With her sizable 

buyback profit, VerLuck was 
able to pay for her roundtrip 
transatlantic flight to Europe 
last summer, along with a 
nice chunk of change for her 
‘Chicken Tender Tuesday’ 
fund. “All I can say is that 
it certainly pays to go to 
college, kids,” VerLuck said. 
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We, the Buzzkill staff, produce 
this publication to accomplish the 
following goals: journalistic integrity, 
campus community, blah blah blah. 
If you are still reading this, you are 
invited to our secret club. Scattered 
randomly throughout these pages, 
you will find  a series of 25 letters 
and numbers that, when unscrambled, 
spell out a vague description of the 
location of our first meeting. Once you 
have figured out the puzzle, please find 
Provost Mickey McDonald and pass 
him a crayon drawing of your favorite 
sea creature or root vegetable. He may 
look confused, but this is all a part of 
the plan. If you are still, still reading 
this, you have probably figured out that 
there is no secret club (but I wish there 
were). You could still give Provost 
McDonald a nice drawing, because 
he is leaving K and would probably 
appreciate a goodbye present. Help, 
I am running out of shit to make up 
and there is still so much white space 
left on the page. 
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#MoreInFour: Top “Out of Order” Signs, Ranked
Broken drinking fountains and broken dreams

ELYSE TUENNERMAN
co-editor in chief

What do grilled cheese sandwiches, romantic partners, and this “out of order” sign 
have in common? In all three cases, it’s what’s on the inside that counts. Coming in at 
#4, First Floor Dewing Bathroom is a sign that is concealing a mystery. Open up the 
door, and you will find a toilet full not of vomit or paper towels, as you might have 
guessed, but of GREEN TOILET WATER. Are the Center for International Programs 
staff whipping up a batch of Polyjuice Potion? Did someone have an unfortunate 
encounter with lemon-lime Gatorade? We don’t know, but this handmade sign has a 
special place in our hearts. 

There is a lot to love about this sign. Small but mighty, well-worn but timeless, and 
frustratingly imprecise, Left Toaster takes the #3 spot. We aren’t even sure what is 
broken here – is it the entire toaster? Just the slots on one side? Just the toast-adjustment 
dial? Are the abandoned plates of scrambled eggs, cottage cheese, and fruit related to 
the toaster’s decline?

#1 - Clenching the #1 spot, the award for Best “Out of Order” Sign of the Year 2018 goes to Incredibly Fucked-
Up Cafeteria Booth. What do we love most about this sign? It is of such impeccable quality that it is difficult to 
know where to begin. Framed by a lone baseball cap, whose owner appears to have been sucked beneath the booth 
cushions and into the great abyss, this is a sign with a story.

Perhaps our favorite feature of this sign is its poetic quality – its utter pointlessness. There is no need to warn 
passersby not to sit on such an incredibly fucked-up booth. It is very clearly broken. Even if you tried, you probably 
couldn’t sit on it. In a desperate attempt to redeem what was, we can only imagine, a truly terrible day to work in 
Dining Services, someone spent time and print credits on this beautiful, horrible mess. And oh, are we glad that 
they did. 

One might think that drinking fountains have only two states of functioning – either 
the water comes out when you press the button, or it does not. But the urgency of this 
sign suggests an outcome far more foul for anyone who dares to ignore it. In a tight 
race, Second Floor Library Drinking Fountain earned high enough marks for creativity, 
style, and aggression to earn #2! Bold font, caps lock, and excessive repetition – topped 
off by a single exclamation point – work in tandem to clearly express the writer’s tone. 
We can really feel the exasperation of the weary-eyed work-study student who made 
it, but that doesn’t make us want to try pushing the button any less.

#4

#3

#4

#5

Tag urself
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Baby J, Voldemort, and Dr. Johnson took a second out of their duties to 

pose for their first ever K portrait. [Delaney Fordell/ Index]

  As anticipation for DOGL 
2018 grew, so did the 
excitement for one of its 
most revered traditions. 
Comprised of sand, cheap 
beer, and slick, sweaty 
male bodies, the DOGL 
Fight Ring drew enormous 
student crowds last year on 
the idyllic setting of South 
Haven Beach, with the added 
elements of testosterone, 
bare chests, and friendly 
athletic slaps. In the midst 
of the ceremony, South 
Haven police officers broke 
up the scene, seemingly not 
as amused by the grandeur 
of K College’s historic 
tradition. 
 In the aftermath, the 
DOGL Fight Ring of 
2017 established itself 
as representation of the 
passion and community of 
K College students and their 
commitment to reflecting 

the core values of our 
institution. 
 Many students view the 
2017 Fight Ring as not 
the end, but rather the 
beginning of a new era. 
One student, who asked to 
remain anonymous for legal 
reasons, stated “As Winston 
Churchill once put it, ‘We 
will fight on the beaches. 
We will fight on the landing 
grounds.’ We will fight on 
the Lower Quad. We will 
never surrender. Especially 
to the (obscenity) South 
Haven police.”
  As such, student activists, 
in collaboration with 
the Office of Student 
Involvement (OSI), will 
be hosting a ‘Wind Down 
Wednesday’ on the Lower 
Quad this week to resurrect 
and reenact what K students 
have done every year before 
them. 
 “I’m really looking 
forward to the event,” said 
one student involved in the 
planning process. “Is it even 
DOGL without the Fight 
Ring?”

DOGL Fight Ring 
Rescheduled for Wind 

Down Wednesday
Beloved K tradition 
moved to the Lower 

Quad

staff writer
PETER CZAJKOWSKI

Lobster & Shanna 
Promoting literacy with Professor Salinas. 

First Lobster Admitted to Class of 2021
Lobster claws way into K College history

EMMA TOOMEY
co-editor in chief

MEREDITH ASHTON

Lobster Lock-out 
Don’t make her crabby. 

Lobster Candy
The best way to make new friends. 

Lobster Lap
The rowdy crustacean makes a splash in class. 

   This Spring, the Kalama-
zoo College Upjohn Library 
has welcomed three brand 
new staplers. Hailing from 
the Swingline company, 
these light blue tools have 
come equipped for the sta-
pling of final papers and lab 
reports. When the new sta-
plers were noticed, K stu-
dents came from all corners 
of campus to try out the ful-
ly-functioning equipment. 
   Kelly Smith ‘18 comment-
ed, “I was so surprised when 
I came to print my philos-
ophy paper the other day 
that there were not one but 
three new staplers! I nev-
er thought this day would 
come!” Smith explained 
that she has been waiting 
since she was a first-year to 
welcome new staplers to the 
campus. “I will make sure 
to fully appreciate them in 
this last week before I go.”
   Baby J, Voldemort, and 
Dr. Johnson are the names 
of the three staplers and 
each has already served its 
purpose as a part of the K 
community. Not only have 
they helped countless stu-
dents, they have also be-
come an active part of the 
social environment of the 
library. 
   Justin Flowers ‘21 has be-
come well-acquainted with 
the three staplers, particu-
larly in frantic moments of 

printing on a deadline. “ As 
I brought my printed essay 
to the stapling table, I was 
nervous as I hadn’t yet had 
the chance to try the new 
staplers but I’d been burned 
many times by the ones that 
were there before,” Flowers 
said. “But then I used Baby J 
and the staple was perfect!” 
   Flowers now goes to the 
first floor of the library for 
all his stapling needs. “I’ve 
been so happy to get to 
know Baby J, Voldemort, 
and Dr. Johnson. They real-
ly ease my stress because I 
know that they will always 
be there for support with 
good, clean staples.” 
   A celebration is current-
ly in the works that will be 
put on by library staff to 
welcome Baby J, Volde-
mort, and Dr. Johnson. 
Jill Reed ‘19, a circulation 
desk employee, explained 
that since the three staplers 
have brought about such a 
positive response from the 
students, the library wants 
to officially welcome them 
with a grand party. “The cel-
ebration will be exam week 
so that the students can take 
a little break from their ex-
ams to fully appreciate and 
thank the new staplers. We 
will have cookies and am-
ple staples to feed Baby J, 
Voldemort, and Dr. John-
son,” Reed said. 
   With the party and the 
warm welcome from the 
students, these staplers will 
be a part of the campus 
community for many years 
to come.

Staplers of K

co-editor in chief
DELANEY FORDELL

Welcoming the 
Newcomers

staff writer

Happy Lobster
“More in Four.” 

It is not uncommon for 
seniors of high school and 
college alike to have a cer-
tain sense of carelessness 
in their final semesters, but 
until recently this has only 
been applicable to upper-
classmen, so close to free-
dom they can taste it. Here 
at Kalamazoo College, we 
see the hope in our students 
eyes drain at an exponential 
rate, as freshmen find them-
selves burnt out after just 
one year. 

Three quarters, 9 cours-
es, and a 1,000 Stacks sand-
wiches later and it feels as 
if you’ve been here forever. 
Sure study abroad breaks 
up your four years, but 
graduation seems so distant 

that participating in school 
seems hopeless. All the light 
and hope that was inside of 
you on move in day has now 
dissipated into a vague hope 
for a couple B’s this spring 
quarter.

    Petra Rodriguez, 21’ 
cites her spring quarter as 
“made up almost entirely of 
napping in different places, 
classes rarely crossed my 
mind.” There is no doubt 
that this sentiment rings true 
for much of the freshmen 
class, as they feel they are so 
close to the end of the year, 
yet so far from the end of 
their education. Sometimes 
the only way to get through 
it is impromptu naps on the 
floor of the library. 

Freshman Suffers from 
Severe Case of Senioritis

staff writer
EMMA THEISS

A struggling student 
copes, despite having 

three years to go
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   It is 5 p.m. on May 
24 and the bells of Stetson 
Chapel ring louder than 
they have all year: DOGL 
has finally arrived. For most 
students, DOGL means 
trekking off to the beach, 
enjoying the day of rest and 
soaking up the sun. The an-
nouncement was highly an-
ticipated, as many students 
had predicted that DOGL 
would be 8th week. In the 
past, DOGL was a day for 
helping the community, but 
it has now been transformed 
into a day of relaxing, fun 
with friends, and photo 
shoots at the beach.That is, 
for those who are aware that 
students have the day off. 
The rumor of DOGL since 
the beginning of the quarter 
has sparked controversy for 
first-years, who have been 

patiently waiting for the day 
to arrive. For Jessie Gou-
geon ’21 and Emma Ten-
busch ’21, DOGL was noth-
ing more than a myth. 
“I don’t know what this 
hype is all about,” Tenbus-
ch said. “I came to focus my 
academic strengths here at 
K and this day off seems too 
good to be real.”
    While the rest of campus 
spent their day enjoying 
South Haven and other var-
ious beaches, Gougeon and 
Tenbusch stayed behind to 
attend class. However, to 
their great surprise when 
they arrived in their classes, 
not one person was in their 
seats. 
“I was stunned when no 
one showed up to class,” 
Gougeon said. “My profes-
sor didn’t even send out an 
email to cancel for the day.” 
Both girls continued to at-
tend the rest of their Friday 
classes, once again encoun-
tering the lack of students 
and professors. During their 
lunch break, they were sur-
prised that the Stack’s line 

was shorter than usual. 
“I wasn’t sure where had 
everyone went,” Tenbsuch 
said. As the day ended and 
students returned to cam-
pus, Gougeon and Tenbusch 

realized that they had been 
oblivious about the day off. 
“I can’t believe I missed 
out,” Gougeon said. “I wish 
people had talked about it 
more.” 

DOGL Not a Myth
Confused first-years 
learn K traditions the 

hard way

staff writer
NATALIE PRICE

Long thought to be isolat-
ed from the sweet, sweet 
temptations of the populism 
encroaching upon this once 
comfortably centrist land, 
the cloistered elites of Ka-
lamazoo College have final-
ly been expunged from their 
long-festering complacency 
and forced to face a uncom-
fortable truth: it is not their 
place to determine when 
students may live gracious-
ly! (In this context, living 
graciously is defined as the 
combination of sunbathing 
and inebriation performed 
on the South Haven Beach) 
At least, that is what some 
students have been say-
ing ever since the school 

pushed back DOGL from 
Wednesday, May 23 to Fri-
day, May 25. 
    Unheard of in the long 
history of school-sanctioned 
DOGLs, the popular holiday 
has been reclaimed and re-
named by some students as 
the People’s DOGL. Daniel 
Whitcomb ‘21, the self-ap-
pointed leader of this rouge 
movement, voiced a com-
pelling rhetorical appeal on 
K College’s public square, 
the K Student Body Face-
book page, by questioning 
whether “it is really gra-
cious living if somebody 
else tells you when to do 
it?” Whitcomb’s answer: “I 
certainly don’t think so.”
    Though this first People’s 
DOGL was not massively 
successful, the power elite 
of Kalamazoo College have 
been warned: withhold Gra-
cious Living, and the People 
will still Live Graciously. 

Remembering the 
People’s DOGL of 

2018
Insurrection must 
never be forgotten

staff writer
CAVAN BONNER

DOGL Productivity [Natalie Price / The Index]

The coincidences and 
signs that for most represent 
a greater cosmological syn-
chronicity or divine power 
take on another meaning en-
tirely for local taxidermist 
Skip Lydell. A Vine Neigh-
borhood resident, Lydell’s 
usual squirrel hunting route 
runs straight through the 
heart of K’s campus. During 
a recent expedition, Lydell 
became interested in the ar-
tificial rocks placed near the 
bushes of some of the dorm 
buildings. Intrigued by the 
phenomena, he began to do 
some research, not prepared 
to uncover the conspiracy 
which lay at the heart of the 
plastic rocks.

In 1833, Thomas Merill 
cofounded Kalamazoo Col-
lege, an institution of higher 
learning rooted in expressed 
Baptist beliefs. He became 
overzealous and the col-

lege became a conversion 
site for the surrounding 
Kalamazoo area. Lydell’s 
research shows that a group 
of students who refused to 
adhere to Baptist traditions 
and were treated poorly by 
the prejudiced student body 
constructed a series of tun-
nels where outcast students 
could reside. With per-
sistence, bribery, and evolv-
ing interior design, these 
tunnels have been used up 
until this day.

“There’s a whole load of 
history right under our feet,” 
says Lydell. “And the cam-
pus administration is work-
ing hard to destroy it.”

The tunnels have a long 
history of being a limbo of 
sorts, functioning just out-
side of the law in one way or 
another. From the early days 
of the Speakeasy Society to 
the current Kalamazoo Col-
lege Collective of Subterra-
nean Residents (KCCSR), 
the tunnels have gone most-
ly untouched by the ad-
ministration. However, the 
coming renovations on the 
natatorium will change that.

The foundation for 

the new building will tear 
open the tunnel system and 
expose the students who 
have been residing under 
the school free of charge. 
Instead of addressing the 
problem through open com-
munication, the college at-
tempted to flush out KCCSR 
by plugging the air vents 

with fake plastic rocks.
“First I noticed that 

there wasn’t a draft any-
more,” said Casey Robbins 
’19. “Then I realized that I 
hadn’t been able to take a 
breath for three minutes.”

More and more students 
have been hospitalized for 
oxygen deprivation, and 

Underground Antics
Historical tunnel 
system distrupted 
by contruction of 

Natatorium

opinions editor
GABRIEL STANLEY

A hole in the ground [Gabriel Stanley/ The Index]

others have begun to set up 
camp on the quad. Lydell 
feels satisfied with his find-
ings, but questions whether 
he would have preferred 
peace of mind to knowing 
the truth. It seems that no 
fair solution will be dis-
cussed between the students 
and the College. In the end, 

it is up to those in the future 
who refuse to pay room and 
board to continue the lega-
cy left behind by the tunnel 
dwellers of Kalamazoo Col-
lege.

DEAR AMELIA:
Ask and like it 

staff writer
AMELIA DONOHOE

DEAR AMELIA-
Normally I take time off in 
the summer, but my parents 
are telling me I need to be 
making money this year. 
This is scary, since they’ve 
kind of always just given me 
everything. Help! -STRUG-
GLING NEW ADULT

DEAR STRUGGLING-
Oh my. First off, great that 
you could milk that outlet 
for so long. You’re a little 
late in applying for a sum-
mer job, so here’s what I 
suggest in the meantime.
Take every survey sent in 
your K email offering some 
type of prize. You’re bound 
to win at least one, and if 
not, welcome to America 
because you can probably 
sue someone or at least 
complain until you get a 
consolation prize.
There’s still time to find 
coins! After the big Spring 
thaw, there is the period 
my cheap self refers to as 
“The Harvest,” when there 
are always those indistin-
guishable circles of verdi-
gris poking out from the 
dirt. It’s either free money 

or the start of a really nasty 
bottle cap collection. Grab 
and collect them until you 
possibly have a filthy role of 
quarters!
Emulate your favorite mid-
dle school choir and sell fla-
vorless chocolate?

DEAR AMELIA-
I live in a house with three 
other people. Two of them 
and myself really want 
to get a cat, but our other 
housemate is vetoing it and 
of course we are a demo-
cratic household. How can 

we change his mind? -CAT 
PERSON

DEAR CAT PERSON-
First, I would say sit down 
with your housemate and 
understand their reasons for 
saying no. Nervous about it 
peeing everywhere? Wor-
ried about fur in their bed? 
Deathly allergic? For two of 
these three fears, the solu-
tion is to introduce them 
to the most charismatic cat 
you know, whether it’s your 
neighbor’s feisty feather 
chaser or a friend’s husky 

Credibility by association. [Amelia Donohoe/ The Index]

cuddler. Repetition is key, 
so you should also start each 
day by forcing your house-
mate to wander the cat-
acombs (pun level: 3000) of 
Youtube for endearing fe-
line videos. If none of these 
measures work, how about a 
nice gecko?

DEAR AMELIA-
I had a fight with my girl-
friend last week and she 
says she is fine but some-
thing feels off. Is it a sign 
we should be done? -SAD 
ROMEO

DEAR SAD ROMEO-
Bro why are you on here 
right now? Was she sitting 
somewhere alone passion-
ately crying into her Stacks 
as you wrote me this? Fine 
is just below “peachy” on 
the perilous scale of sar-
castic happiness. Just tell 
her you feel this way and 
see what she says. I know 
literally nothing about this 
situation but it sounds like 
the communication is akin 
to that found between two 
characters in a sitcom. You 
can devote an entire, gru-
eling episode of passive 
aggressive smiling to this 
problem or you can just 
take five minutes to have 
real dialogue and be like 
that couple sucking face in 
the library (everyone sees 
you!!). Also, hopefully for 
your sake she’s not one of 
the three people that reads 
this publication.

NOTE TO MY READERS:
Look, I know study abroad 
changed everyone. It 
changed me too. But I can-
not read any more questions 
about it. I simply cannot. I 
will retire from this unqual-
ified position I somehow 
hold and take up an imprac-
tical hobby. Have a nice 
summer.
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Stryker 
Donates $20 
Million to K 
Scholarships
K alumnus turned 

philanthropist aims 
to increase diversity 

and accessibility for all 
students

By Meredith Ashton

Philanthropist Jon Stryker 
’82 donates $20 million in 
scholarship money to Ka-
lamazoo College over the 
next ten years to aid students 
with financial need that tend 
to be first generation or from 
underrepresented minority 
groups. 

    The Jon L. Stryker Future 
Leaders Scholarship Program 
is one of the largest donations 
in the college’s history—and 
students will start seeing its 
impact on their tuition bills 
this year.

Continued on Page 2

Residence 
Halls to See 

Better Wi-Fi 
and TVs

College cuts cable, 
reinvests savings in 
flat-screen TVs and 
improved internet 

infrastructure
By Cavan Bonner

Starting this fall, Kalam-
azoo College students can 
expect enhanced Wi-Fi service 
and new flat-screen televisions 
in the lounges of their resi-
dence halls. However, these 
upgrades come at a price: 
the discontinuation of the 
College’s cable subscription. 

Chief Information Officer 
Greg Diment says he has been 
working closely for the past 
few years with students from 
the Information Services Advi-
sory Committee (ISAC) on the 
issue of student cable usage. 
He said that ISAC determined 
that there were few students 

Continued on Page 2

The First-Year Fall Survival Guide

PIXBAY. MODIFIED BY ANDREW PARSONS

ASK AMELIA

Continued on Page 4

We provide a rundown of insider tips designed to ease the transition into college 
life, giving you tools to create a brilliant future both at K and post graduation.

STUDENT LIFE

Interim Intercultural Center Renovated and Expanded Amid Student Protest

After a spring of student 
protest and a summer of con-

struction, the newly expanded 
and renovated Intercultural 
Center (IC) will arrive on cam-
pus early this fall. The interim 
IC has been enlarged into 
what was previously Hicks 
111A/B, which will more than 
double the size of the new 
IC, according to President 

Gonzalez. 
“The majority of students 

said that expansion was what 
they wanted, and that they 
wanted it now,” the President 
said, regarding data gathered 
from student email surveys. 

The expansion also added 
a new office for IC Director 

Natalia Carvalho-Pinto and 
additional storage space for 
the IC’s library of resources. 
According to Carvalho-Pinto, 
the renovations began at the 
end of June and will conclude 
shortly after the start of the 
2018-19 school year. 

In making the decision to 

expand the Hicks location, 
President Gonzalez said that 
the College’s assessment in-
cluded data about when and 
how the interim space was 
used, and also considered the 
need for a large, flexible space 
with access to amenities and 
resources in the Hicks Center. 

The availability of 24/7 access 
to the IC was also a unique 
feature of remaining in Hicks 
Center. 

Gonzalez believes that these 
renovations will “enable the 
space to accommodate multi-
ple uses simultaneously, retain 
proximity to kitchen facilities, 

By Cavan Bonner

The updated 
Intercultural Center 
will offer expanded 
space and amenities

Continued on Page 3

Are You Ready to Rock?
The Index is looking for strong writers, photographers, and designers
to help deliver the news. Email index@kzoo.edu to find out more.

PFAS Contamination Found in Michigan 
Water Supply, Kalamazoo Safe for Now 

STUDENT HEALTH

Facilities Management 
says students should 
stay informed, take 
precautionary steps

By Meredith Ashton
& Andrew Parsons

Health officials are finding 
traces of PFAS chemicals in 
public water systems state-
wide, but the City of Ka-

lamazoo water supply tested 
below the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s (EPA) 
health advisory levels, said 
Kalamazoo College Facilities 
Management. 

“If Kalamazoo were to 
discover a problem, then we 
would be transparent,” said 
Susan Lindemann, the Col-
lege’s Director of Facilities 
Management. 

The Kalamazoo College 

water supply comes entirely 
from the City of Kalamazoo.

According to Lindemann, 
officials tested 15 pumping 
stations in Kalamazoo this 
June; 12 stations had no 
detectable levels of PFAS 
contamination, but three did 
test positive for traces of the 
chemicals, albeit below the 
EPA guideline of 70 parts 
per trillion. Lindemann said 
these three stations are only 

Continued on Page 2CBS DETROIT
Volunteers distribute bottled water to residents at Parchment High School



Photo of the Week: Construction progress on the expanded Intercultural Center as of September 8, 2018
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letters to the editor. Signed letters are 
preferred, but unsinged letters dealing 
with sensitive issues will be accepted 
and printed at the discretion of the 
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submitted via email by midnight on 
the Sunday before the issue in which 
they are to appear.  Please contact the 
Index with any further issues, comments 
or inquiries.  Please keep letters under 
300 words.

We, the Index staff, produce this pub-
lication to accomplish the following 
goals: The Index will serve as a means 
of communication between students, 
administrators and members of the 
community.  We will respect all opinions 
and present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although we 
are a staff comprised solely of unpaid 
student members, we will strive to 
make The Index accurate and truthful to 
adhere to all standards of professional 
journalism.  We recognize and respect 
the privileges given to us under the First 
Amendment, including the freedoms 
of speech and of the press. The Index 
is a form of editorial expression and 
we, the staff have the authority to make 
our own content decisions.  We will 
provide a sounding board for the campus 
community; therefore the opinions 
expressed in by-lines, opinion articles 
and letters should not be considered 
to be the opinions of the newspaper 
staff as a whole.
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Elections will be held 
Wednesday of Second 
Week (September 19, 
2018). All students are 

encouraged to run. 

Candidate applications 
available on Monday, 

September 10. Due Friday, 
September 14. 

http://campus.kzoo.edu/
stuvote/applications.

Candidate Interest Sessions

September 11 @ 7:00 pm, 
Bissell Theater in Hicks

September 13 @ 9:00 pm, 
Upjohn Library Room 305 

KCCSR and 
SFB Elections

Concerning our 
Corner

CAVAN BONNER / THE INDEX

President Trump 
Pays Respects
WHAT: Trump pays tribute to 
crash victims of Flight 93, on 
the 9/11 anniversary, with a 
double fist bump.
WHEN: Tuesday, September 11
WHERE: Shanksville, PA

1 Million Residents 
Evacuate East Coast
WHAT: The East Coast braces 
for the arrival of massive 
Hurricane Florence; 1 million 
residents ordered to evacuate.
WHEN: Landfall on Wednesday
WHERE: VA, NC, SC

Confirmation 
Hearings Conclude
WHAT: Senate Judiciary 
Committee schedules 
SCOTUS confirmation vote 
for Judge Brett Kavanaugh. 
WHEN: Thursday, Sep 13
WHERE: Washington, D.C.

U.S. May Retaliate 
against ICC  
WHAT: Natl. Sec. Adv. John 
Bolton calls International 
Crimial Court “illegitimate,” 
pledges to protect Americans 
from prosecution of war crimes 
committed in Afghanistan.

California to Go 
Green by 2045
WHAT: California Governor 
signs bill to utilize 100% clean 
energy by 2045; the state’s 
goal is to only depend on 
wind and solar power.
WHEN: Monday, Sep. 10

Manslaughter 
Charge in Shooting
WHAT: A white, off-duty 
police officer charged with 
manslaughter after shooting 
her black neighbor. She says 
it was a mistake; his family 
says he did nothing wrong.

Refined Template for 
Print Edition
New Editors-in-Chief 
unveil refined layout with 
help of former Publications 
Manager Graham Key ‘16. 
The updated copy stresses 
aesthetics and consistency. 

Editor Retreat 
Planned for Sunday
The editorial staff will 
convene at MSU’s Kellogg 
Hotel & Conference Center 
for a summit to discuss 
plans, vision, challenges, 
and solutions for this paper.

The News In Brief

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scholarships

“In the United States, and 
really all around the world, 
there remains a massive op-
portunity gap...my goal is 
to upend this disparity and 
give long-overdue opportu-
nity those who have been 
denied it,” Jon Stryker said 
over email. 

President Gonzalez ex-
plained the gift would help 
roughly forty to fifty students 
each academic year, in the 
form of full or partial-tuition 

scholarships. Both incoming 
first years and current students 
are eligible for the scholarship, 
which is allocated by the Of-
fice of Financial Aid as part 
of each student’s financial 
package. As long as the stu-
dent remains in good academic 
standing, the scholarship will 
continue through his or her 
four years on campus.

This year, 60 students re-
ceived this aid, in the form 
of  12 full-tuition and 48 
partial-tuition scholarships, 
said Eric Staab, Dean of Ad-
missions and Financial Aid.

For the President, the Future 
Leaders scholarship clearly 

aligns with the College’s goals 
for diversity and inclusion. 

“Our mission is to educate 
smart students regardless of 
their ability to pay...The edu-
cation of everyone is stronger 
if you’re surrounded by people 
different from the way you 
grew up,” President Gonza-
lez said. 

Stryker has been one of the 
largest donors behind mak-
ing K accessible to students 
regardless of their economic 
background. 

In 2008, he helped establish 
the Posse Scholars program 
to support 50 high-performing 
high school students from un-

Wi-Fi
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

that there were few students 
using the expanded cable TV 
services, and many more that 
used streaming services. 

“We’ve worked to reallocate 
the investment in cable TV to 
be able to put more resources 
toward the Wi-Fi and internet 
infrastructure,” Diment said

Diment collaborated with 
the Kalamazoo College Coun-
cil of Student Representatives 
(KCCSR) Kaspar Hudak ’19 
and Sage Ringsmuth ’21 on 
the issue. Ringsmuth said that 
KCCSR reiterated the student 
body’s complaints about slow 
internet speeds and suggest-
ed the cable contract not be 
renewed in lieu of Wi-Fi im-
provement. 

“Most students prefer to 
stream movies through sites 
such as Netflix and Hulu in-
stead of watching cable TV, 
and that bad Wi-Fi affects 

large parts of students ev-
eryday life,” Ringsmuth said. 

The data from the annually 
administered Quality of Life 
Survey also showed that the 
majority of K students only 
use streaming services, said 
Director of Residential Life 
Stephen Sanney. He added 
that the new TVs will be mod-
ern flat-screen TVs similar to 
those in Severn Hall.

The first Information Tech-
nology upgrade from these 
savings will be a coaxial cable 
system capable of pulling over 
30 signals from the air and into 
the residence halls. Diments 
says that this system “will al-
low students who want to plug 
a TV into the coax to receive 
those channels, which include 
the local network affiliates 
and some related channels.”

Through this one-time in-
vestment in the coaxial cable 
system has temporarily di-
verted money from improve-
ments to Wi-Fi and internet 
infrastructure, Diment says 
that in future fiscal years most 

of those savings will directly 
improve Wi-Fi and internet 
infrastructure. 

Diment also called attention 
to the new wireless access 
points (AP) that have been 
added to the residence halls. 
Over the past two years, Di-
ment says that Information 
Services has “more than 
doubled the number of AP 
in Trowbridge, and just about 
doubled the number of AP in 
Crissey, Severn, and Harmon.” 
Information Services is also 
in the process of testing a new 
model of AP that would be 
small enough to be moved into 
individual rooms. Once this 
set-up has been figured out, 
Diment says that DeWaters 
and Hoben will be the first 
residence halls to receive the 
improved APs. 

Diment added that feedback 
regarding Wi-Fi quality should 
be addressed to the Computer 
Help Desk on the first floor 
of Upjohn Library, which 
should include details such 
as “specific location, date/
time, what you were trying to 
do—general web, streaming, 
gaming, etc., and the types 
of problem encountered, in-
cluding any error messages.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

PFAS

used during peak water 
usage. 

The EPA defines per- and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances 
(PFAS) as a group of man-
made chemicals manufactured 
worldwide since the 1940s. 
They’re found in everyday 
items, like food packaging, 
household cleaners, clothing 
fabrics, and pizza boxes. 

The chemical group never 
breaks down and can accu-
mulate over time in areas like 
drinking water—and living 
organisms. 

“PFAS is toxic in high quan-
tities and tends to collect,” said 
the Facilities Management 
Director. 

The EPA reports that long-
term PFAS exposure can lead 
to adverse human health ef-
fects. Limited findings relate 
this toxic chemical group to 
low infant birth rate, thyroid 

disruption, and cancer.
There are currently 34 

confirmed PFAS sites in the 
state of Michigan, according 
to Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ) 
website. 

In May, health officials con-
firmed that water samples test-
ed above the EPA limit in the 
nearby towns of Richland and 
Battle Creek, according to the 
DEQ webpage. The Richland 
site includes an old plastics 
company know to have prior 
chemical contamination. The 
Battle Creek contains the Air 
National Guard Base, which 
officials say might have been 
contaminated through the use 
of PFAS-tainted fire-fighting 
foam. 

Investigators then found 
PFAS in neighboring Parch-
ment and Cooper Township 
at 20 times over the EPA’s 70 
parts per trillion in July. The 
Kalamazoo Gazette reported 
in August that Parchment city 
officials decided to connect 
their city’s water to the Ka-

lamazoo water system for at 
least one year. Parchment 
residents were told to flush 
the water in their homes and 
to drink bottled water while 
their private wells were tested. 

As for Kalamazoo college 
students, Facilities Manage-
ment stresses that while there 
is no need for concern, it is 
always good to be cautious. 

“The best way to capture 
those contaminants is to use 
the reverse osmosis filters 
available around campus,” 
Lindemann said, referring 
to the water filters found in 
the dorms and major campus 
buildings. 

For those who are still con-
cerned, Lindemann suggests 
they go to the City of Ka-
lamazoo’s website and read 
the water testing results for 
themselves. More informa-
tion about the PFAS chemical 
group can be found on the 
EPA’s website, and updates 
on the PFAS testing sites in 
Michigan can be found at 
michigan.gov/pfasresponse.

derrepresented groups through 
a four-year education at K 
College. He says his most 
recent gift to the college is 
the natural evolution of the 
Posse program. Current Posse 
Scholars are also eligible for 
the Future Leaders scholarship 
as an additional part of their 
financial aid package. 

“50 students is just a drop in 
the bucket. There is so much 
more to do when it comes to 
closing the opportunity gap, 
so we arrived at establishing 
a much broader scholarship 
program,” Stryker said. 

The philanthropist sees 
this as further example of 

K College’s commitment to 
fostering a diverse climate 
of learning. Stryker says he 
chooses to donate to K College 
because he sees a vital need 
for diverse leadership in the 
world, and he believes the 
College is in a unique position 
to satisfy that need. 

According to the Kalama-
zoo College website, Stryker 
has donated $66 million to 
the College over the years, 
including large contributions 
such as establishing The Ar-
cus Center for Social Justice 
Leadership. 

Stryker is a member of the 
Kalamazoo College Board of 

Trustees, the group responsi-
ble for the financial sustain-
ability of the College. 

It is expected that every 
board member is also a donor 
to the college, said Charlotte 
Hall, Chair of the Board of 
Trustees. 

For the Board, Stryker’s 
Future Leaders scholarship 
is just the beginning. 

“We’re planning to leverage 
this gift to raise an additional 
20 million dollars in endowed 
scholarships from other alum-
ni, family, and friends. That’s 
the important part of the gift—
that is sparks the rest of us,” 
Chairwoman Hall said. 

You’re Invited! Join us on Mondays at 4:30 p.m. @ The Index Office in Hicks.
Find us online at www.thekzooindex.com or index@kzoo.edu

We are looking for writers, 
photographers, and designers. 
Join us on Mondays 4:30 
p.m. at The Index Office in 

Hicks Center.



and have flexibility to host 
both small and large group 
gatherings.” 

Regarding the “interim” 
status of the current IC after 
renovations and expansion, 
Gonzalez says that the College 
intends for the “next iteration 
of the IC [to] be the estab-
lished space for the next few 
years.” 

According to Carvalho-Pin-
to, the interim IC’s size made 
it difficult for students to share 
the space while organizations 
were using it for meetings and 
events. Because the IC was 
never intended to be available 
for exclusive use, the size of 
the interim space made this 
goal difficult to practice. With 
the expanded size, Carval-
ho-Pinto hopes that the IC 
will be more accessible to 
students and foster greater 
intercultural connection.

    Other new features in-
clude a mural on the exterior 
of the IC and a rainbow-col-

Whence We Came, Visualized: Class ‘22 in Data

By Meredith Ashton
& Andrew Parsons

Quick calculations 
show that the Class of 
2022 is from all over

Kalamazoo College prides 
itself on preparing students 
for success in a “richly di-
verse and complex world.” 
This year, the College added 
another 410 first-year students 
to its 185-year-old tradition 
of academic excellence. This 
number is down slightly from 
last year’s class of 449 en-
rolled first-years. In K’s Class 
of 2022, 64% are native Mich-
iganders and 30% hail from 
other states. According to the 
College website, the entire 
student body represents 43 
states and 28 countries. Of all 
these students, the five states 
with the largest enrollment 
are Michigan, Illinois, Cali-
fornia, Ohio, and Colorado. 
These high-population states 
are also reflected in the map 
of U.S. first-years, with new 
high-density areas in Texas 
and Ohio. 

6% of first-years are the 
International Students who 
have chosen to call Kalamazoo 

410
FIRST-YEARS

of which 64%
MICHIGAN (261 )

are from

DATA LAB
Bubble map showing the number of students from ZIP codes (ZCTA5) around the United States. ANDREW PARSONS / THE INDEX

College Welcomes Class of 2022

Event programs-turned-fans 
fluttered on the Kalamazoo 
College Quad last Wednesday, 
as a crowd of students, parents, 
peer leaders, and professors 
struggled to survive the stifling 
heat. The professors, in their 
heavy, multi-colored academic 
robes, had the worst of it. An 
array of flags stood at attention 
in front of the crowd; 22 flags 
in total, each representing the 
country of origin of a first-year 
student.

President Gonzales began 
the ceremony by giving the 
410 incoming first-years 
something they’ll soon be 
accustomed to at K College: 
a homework assignment. 

“Become friends with 
someone very different from 
you,” President Gonzales said. 

CONVOCATION

First-Year students 
participate in 

Convocation on the 
Quad

By Meredith Ashton

“Have deep conversations 
with people you disagree 
with.” 

The President’s welcome 
was followed by a keynote 
address from the CEO and 
Co-President of BIGGBY 
Coffee, Michael McFall ’93. 

McFall started off as a baris-
ta after graduating from Ka-
lamazoo, and then he spent 20 
years working towards leading 
the successful Michigan cof-
fee company. However, he 
emphasized that he “is not a 
workaholic.” Instead, McFall 
cited love and friendship as 
the keys to both happiness 

and success in life. 
The ceremony concluded 

with a processional, first-years 
following faculty, up to Stet-
son Chapel to sign the official 
student registry, a time-hon-
ored K College tradition. 

“It reminded me a lot of 
my high school just because 
I went to a really small school 
in Ann Arbor where we were 
on a first name basis with 
teachers,” said Ben Chosid 
’22, an incoming first-year on 
the baseball team. “I thought 
it was a good introduction to 
Kalamazoo.”

Intercultural Center
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ored chalk wall where students 
can post announcements and 
art. Carvalho-Pinto intends for 
the mural to be “representative 
of the populations the Inter-
cultural Center represents.” 

The process of creating 
the mural will start with a 
Monday, October 1 Food 
for the Soul visit from art-
ist Antonio Cosme. Cosme 
will conduct focus groups on 
campus throughout the month 
and submit a proposal for a 

mural to the College. Be-
cause all on-campus art must 
be approved by the College, 
Carvalho-Pinto anticipates 
that “[the] process could take 
a while.”

CAVAN BONNER / THE INDEXRenovations underway in the Intercultural Center

KEITH MUMMA / KALAMAZOO COLLEGEProcession during Convocation 2018

See more on
thekzooindex.com

home for the next four years. 
Not included in this number 
are the are 19 Visiting Inter-
national students from around 
the globe who are enrolled for 
one year at the College. 

Data courtesy of the Ka-
lamazoo College Registrar. 

Special thanks to Nicole 
Kragt.

6% COME FROM OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

ANDREW PARSONS / THE INDEX
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The First-Year Fall Survival Guide
The nitty-gritty tips you can’t glean from a glossy college brochure

By Amelia Donohoe

You have just been dropped 
off by your parents, or you 
have hung up the phone after 
telling them you landed safely. 
You’ve assured them over and 
over again that yes, you’ll be 
fine tomorrow and of course, 
your roommate is not plotting 
your demise. You assert that 
you have everything under 
control. But as you stand alone 
in your new space, wondering 
how this cubicle of a “dorm 
room” is in fact a double, you 
realize that the place which 
felt like a strange academ-
ic summer camp is actual-
ly home now. Here are some 
tips to make transitioning into 
this new life as stress-free as 
possible.

The 2 pm shutout, and 
other concerns

You have just enjoyed a 
shower in your favorite com-
munal bathroom stall, when 
you remember the key to your 
room is on your bed—behind 
a locked door. You text every 
RA but they’re in class, which 
is where you need to be in 20 
minutes! Here’s the number 
for Campus Safety: 269-337-
7321. They can be called to 
unlock dorm doors, but this 
should only be done if no one 
else is available. You can also 
call if you feel unsafe walking 
home at night or push one of 
the blue emergency buttons 
located around campus.

 Someone to talk to besides 
your mom

Leaving for college can be 
like ripping yourself away 
from whatever you’ve con-
sidered “home” for the past 
18 years--and sometimes 
the last person you want to 
talk through this transition is 
the person that reminds you 
how far from “home” you 
are. Luckily the Counseling 
Center, located in Hicks, offers 
professionals trained to listen 
to any number of issues. You 
can sign up confidentially in 
the office and then make ap-
pointments via email that fit 
your schedule. Your first six 
sessions are free and your in-
surance may cover addition-
al appointments.

Maybe juggling is your 
newfound passion

Your academic advisor will 
tell you at least once that even 
if you are a science person, 
taking a history class could 
be not only valuable, but also 
enjoyable. The same goes for 
all the cool student organiza-
tions (StuOrgs) on campus. 
It doesn’t matter that your 
high school didn’t have an 
Ultimate Frisbee team; your 
college does and it could be 
your calling. One of the best 
ways to see different extra-
curricular options and meet 
members of these organiza-
tions is to attend K Fest, from 

4:00-7:00 p.m. Thursday, Sep-
tember 20 on the quad.

Caf or ramen?
One of the greatest dilem-

mas you will face in college 
is whether to get out of your 
only mildly uncomfortable 
twin bed and head to dinner, or 
remain in your jammies with a 
bowl of deluxe, microwavable 
macaroni. Sometimes what 
really makes the difference is 
whether the caf is serving your 
absolute favorite or nothing 
that appeals to you that day. 
“Eatable” will be your new 
favorite app! Download it for 
free on your phone or comput-
er and check for daily menu 
updates. Since it requires you 
to register your meal card, 
you can also monitor your 
balance so as to avoid the ul-
timate faux pas: running out 
of meal swipes and having to 
mooch off your friends.

Minimize essay dread
While perhaps very few K 

students actually want to write 
essays, with a little help from 
the Writing Center, these as-
signments can be completed 
without meeting the custodial 
staff the next morning (they 
start at 7:00 a.m.). It doesn’t 
matter if you’re almost fin-
ished and need a second set 
of eyes, struggling to craft a 
thesis, or unable to even de-
cipher the prompt. Writing 
Center consultants are here 

Welcome, First-Years

Midterms Matter for Millenials and Gen Z
How to register as a 

first-time voter

By Emma Theiss

Midterms are rapidly 
aproaching, and young 
voters could make a 
huge difference, but 
only if everyone is 
registered on time and 
makes their vote count.  
It is important you 
are registered at least 
a month before mid-
terms, and even earlier 
if you need an absen-
tee ballot. These steps 
detail how to register 
to vote in the state of 
Michigan; some minor 
details change state 
by state and should 
be double checked if 
you are not voting in 
Michigan.

New editors reflect 
on tenure, welcome 
incoming class, and 

anticipate coming year 

By Meredith Ashton
& Andrew Parsons

Starting our fourth 
and final year at the 
College, it is a surreal 
privilege and joy to be 
addressing the Class 
of 2022 in print. As 
the Editors-in-Chief 
of The Index, we are 

tasked with upholding 
a time-honored tradi-
tion of “service to the 
student.” It has been a 
point of utmost pride 
since 1877 that we are 
at the service of the 
College community.
As such, it is the na-
ture of our bi-weekly 
publication to foster 
inquiry, exploration, 
and celebration of the 
world around us, both 
on and off campus. 

Kalamazoo College is 
our home, and we hope 
to help you understand 
it more—and in the 
process, gain in un-
derstanding ourselves. 
A good newspaper 
informs its readers of 
facts they would not 
otherwise know, and 
that, quite simply, is 
our mission this year. 
We aspire to be your 
news outlet for all 
things Kalamazoo.

to help at every stage of the 
process and with any type 
of written assignment. Go 
online to https://kzoo.myw-
conline.com/ to schedule an 
appointment or walk into the 
Writing Center, located on the 
first floor of the library.

Adulting 101
Check your emails often. 

Seriously. Whether it’s a 
last-minute assignment from 
a professor, or an event ad-
vertising free food (the back-
bone of any decent function), 
it behooves you to be in the 
know. You can even read your 
weekly “This Week at K” 
email to plan ahead to max-
imize the professional, aca-
demic, and social benefits of 
being at a college with a lot 
going on. 

Schedule thoughtfully
Whether you are coming 

into college knowing exactly 
what you want to do with your 
life or feeling overwhelmed by 
all the possibilities, planning 
your courses can help. For the 
steadfast future biologist: fa-
miliarize yourself with some 
of the courses being offered 
in the future and keep track 
of what you still need to take 
by utilizing the scheduling 
and degree audit features in 
Hornet Hive. As for those still 
questioning their path, try to 
be strategic in planning your 
classes so that you can ex-
perience offerings in several 
different disciplines. Making 
appointments to talk things 
through with your advisor 
can provide peace of mind 

no matter how concrete your 
plans are.

Milk the resources
Tired of being asked what 

you’re doing with that liberal 
arts degree? The Center for 
Career and Professional De-
velopment (CCPD) in Dewing 
Hall has career coaches avail-
able to review your resume 
and provide information on 
upcoming networking oppor-
tunities. Questions can be an-
swered during their drop-in 
hours from 2:00-4:00 p.m. 
Tuesday-Friday. While you’re 
there, be sure to ask about 
Handshake, K’s LinkedIn-es-
que app that allows you to 
create a profile and browse 
job descriptions posted by 
various companies and non-
profits.

MEREDITH ASHTON / THE INDEX

Tips to surivive the first quarter at the College

ELIGIBILITY
Make sure you are eligible to vote. To be 
eligible you must be:
- a U.S. citizen
- 18 years old efore or on Election Day
- a Michigan resident
- a resident of the city where you are ap-
plying to vote

APPLYING
Applications are handed out on campus 
by the Center for Civic Engagement (CCE), 
but can also be found at the Secretary of 
State office.

PROVIDING OFFICIAL IDENTIFICATION
For first-time voter registration you will 
need your driver’s license number, or a 
photocopy of one of these forms of iden-
tification.
- Driver’s license
- State-issued identification card
- Paycheck stub, utility bill, bank or govern-
ment document that lists both your name 
and address
This must be mailed or hand delivered to 
your local city or township clerk’s office. 
There will be opportunity for the CCE to 
collect your application and finish this 
step for you.

VOTNG
Vote in-person at your official voting loca-
tion with proof of identification or request 
an absentee ballot ahead of time.

See more on
thekzooindex.com

Email us at 
index@kzoo.edu

Sudoku
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be reached 

logically. Enter numbers into the blank spaces so that each row, 
column and 3x3 box contains the numbers 1 to 9.

Calling Home
Parent: How was your 
first week at school?

You: This weekend I ___________ after _______
and later this week I will be __________, _____!



ARTIST OF THE WEEK

Poet Yuri Lucian Gutierrez-Garcia ‘19

A weekly column 
showcasing artists at 
Kalamzoo College

Gutierrez-Garcia uses poetry to explore their identity. YURI GUTIERREZ-GARCIA

You Live in Kalamazoo, Eat Here: Crow’s Nest

Just Food Collective Brings a Hoop House to Campus
SUSTAINABILITY

JFC members visit the Gibbs House at Western Michigan University to learn about hoop house gardening. JUST FOOD COLLECTIVE

Students will be able 
to grow produce year-

round with new garden

By Cavan Bonner

On September 21, 2018, a 
1,800 square foot hoop house 
will be built on campus. The 
community build marks the 
end of a two-year effort by the 
Just Food Collective (JFC) to 
bring a hoop house to campus, 
and the beginning of a new 
undertaking: to grow fresh 
produce year-round. 

The hoop house project got 
its start from a SIP by JFC 
member Anika Sproull ‘17, 
which examined the history 
of the campus farming move-
ment. Writing Center Director 

and JFC faculty advisor Amy 
Newday said that the SIP “laid 
the theoretical groundwork for 
why we should be engaged in 
growing more of our food on 
our campus.” From this, JFC 
member Natalie Thompson 
‘19 said the students “devel-
oped a vision of providing a 
space for students, faculty, 
and staff to reconnect with 
the land and with sources of 
production, consumption, and 
disposal.”

Thompson and Sproull 
first presented their idea to 
the President’s Staff in the 
winter of 2016-17. The JFC 
came back with a more de-
tailed proposal in the spring, 
which included information 
about materials, cost, loca-

tion, and staffing. After re-
ceiving feedback and ques-
tions, another presentation 
was made in the fall of 2017. 

From Thompson’s per-
spective, the biggest chal-
lenge was convincing the ad-
ministration that their project 
wasn’t a “passing fancy.” To 
do this, Thompson said JFC 
“focused on grounding our 
work in larger conversations 
about food and social justice 
that have been going on for 
decades at this school, and 
made concrete plans that in-
volved faculty and staff for 
ensuring that the overarching 
vision of this project didn’t 
die out when we were gone.”

The administration ap-
proved the project in the 

winter of 2018, and the Office 
of Advancement immediate-
ly began contacting donors. 
Thompson said it was a “rel-
atively short period of time 
between when they gave us 
approval to begin the fund-
raising process… and when 
we realized we had enough 
money to make the project 
a reality.”

Previously, members of the 
JFC have grown produce in 
a small garden behind Hoben 
Hall. “One of the major lim-
itations of the Hoben garden 
is that during the bulk of the 
growing season we are not 
in school,” JFC member Kit 
Charlton said. The hoop house 
will allow the fall growing 
season to be extended and 

the spring growing season to 
start sooner. 

Students will also be able 
grow diverse crops in larger 
quantities. Charlton said that 
JFC is considering growing 
a variety of crops, including 
squash, beans, kale, arugula, 
and potatoes. Initially, JFC 
hopes to see their produce 
end up in the school cafete-
ria. It will be the role of the 
two student Dining Services 
interns to determine what 
food will be most needed and 
useable by Dining Services. 

To grow the food, Newday 
said that JFC is looking into 
the “possibility of having 
the gardening PE class work 
with the hoop house and 
perhaps developing addi-

tional PE classes.” Newdays 
also expects that a group of 
regular student volunteers will 
assist throughout the growing 
seasons.

Newday hopes that by par-
ticipating in the hoop house, 
students will have to opportu-
nity to “be engaged in experi-
ential, hands on learning about 
the labor of food production.” 
Beyond PE classes and student 
volunteers, Newday antici-
pates that “[the] faculty will 
envision what they could do 
with this space, and what the 
learning opportunities could 
be in this space...everything 
from Critical Ethnic Studies 
to the sciences.”

By Sharmeen Chauhdry

For Yuri Lucian Gutier-
rez-Garcia ’19, poetry opens 
up doors that don’t lead to 
just one destination. They can 
explore who they are, what 
spaces they occupy, and the 
many facets to their being 
without having to understand 
or express it concretely. 

As a senior anthropology 

and sociology major at Ka-
lamazoo College, with a minor 
in English and a concentra-
tion in media studies, poetry 
is Yuri’s preferred art form. 

According to them, “To 
write, for me, is to find comfort 
in myself, while making others 
uncomfortable with my exis-
tence.” Identity can be a tricky 
concept to tackle; for Yuri, 
it means being a first-gen-
eration, Latinx, non-binary 
queer, lapsed Catholic from 
the ‘hood. Not only can poetry 
become an avenue for self-ex-
ploration, it can also be a place 

You’re Invited! Join us on Mondays at 4:30 p.m. @ The Index Office in Hicks.
Find us online at www.thekzooindex.com or index@kzoo.edu

for others to acknowledge the 
space one takes up.

Yuri is involved with 
M.E.C.h.A, the Latinx Student 
Organization, the Kalama-
zoo Poetry Collective, and 
QTPOCC. They are also 
a former Executive Board 
Member of WOCA.

Bounce N Break Yo Back 
Holy water greases our asses.
Says holy is the ass hit
from the back.
Says hide your onyx blade
under your tongue
for bloody, forced kisses.
Holy water sanctifies our asses.
Says you know I don’t wanna,
you know I don’t wanna.
Says I tell you to stick it
soft. Says Chicago mother
fucking bitches.
Holy water pop, locks, and 
drops our asses.
Says pop that pussy
outta here. Says tell your
Mami you’re a mami to
someone’s crotch. Says,
never tell mami.
Bounce n break yo back.
Bounce n break yo back
you bounce so hard
you break yo back, girl.

BEST OF KALAMAZOO

A serial to get you 
eating more than just 

cereal

By Amelia Donohoe

Imagine eating pancakes 
at a tiny art gallery 3:00 in 
the morning. Dream of those 
sweet flapjacks actually being 
a reasonable price for a college 
student. A small restaurant 
tucked unassumingly into the 
upper floor of an old build-
ing on Westnedge Avenue 
can make these wishes come 
true. Called Crow’s Nest, this 
establishment has been a fa-
vorite hang out for K students 
since its inception in 2003.

The paintings of a local 
artist dot two industrially-chic 
brick walls conjoined by a sun-
room-esque space overlooking 
the busy street below. Despite 
its popularity, the place still 
feels cozy and patrons tend 
to bump into friends or even 
a professor once in awhile.

Open 24 hours on week-
ends, breakfast is always 
served, no matter the hour. 

Amaretto pecan French toast, a 
generous selection of omelets 
and scrambles, yogurt and 
fresh granola, or the classic 
biscuits and gravy awaits cus-
tomers, as well as coffee made 
fresh by the equally fabulous 
Fourth Coast Café, the restau-
rant’s downstairs neighbor

If sandwiches and burgers 
are more your thing, Crow’s 
Nest does a wonderful take on 
the Vietnamese classic, Banh 
Mi. Pulled pork and veggies 
drizzled with soy citrus sauce 
and red pepper aioli are sprin-
kled with pickled onions and 
served on a fresh, crusty roll. 
The Rickard Royale is also 
a staple here, with bacon, 
gravy, cheddar cheese and a 
fried egg atop a burger patty, 
and all sandwiched between 
an onion roll.

There are also a variety of 
delicious vegetarian sand-
wiches, and even a separate 
vegan section offering classics 
like the black bean burger as 
well as two different stir-frys.

“I always get The Mast 
with sweet potato fries,” says 

lifelong vegetarian, Isabel-
la Haney ’19. “It’s tasty and 
it’s vegan!”

Students have also been 
drawn to the restaurant for 
its friendly atmosphere. Max 
Aulbach ’19, made this con-
clusion while filming a doc-
umentary for his class.

Employees are lively and 
efficient despite the chaos a 
popular haunt can bring. “The 
staff is very close and hard 
working, and through those 
characteristics they create a 
super fun and outgoing envi-
ronment with great energy, and 
that vibe I think matches the 
vibe of K’s campus,” he says.

Aulbach is also confident 
that Crow’s Nest will contin-
ue to be a mainstay for future 
hornets.

“With good food and a great 
aesthetic, there’s no question 
as to why current K students 
love these two places,” he 
explains, venturing predict-
ing, “new students will soon 
make that discovery for them-
selves as well.” 



LANDSEA

LandSea Provides First-Years Opportunity to Explore 
Wilderness, Overcome Challenges, and Bond with Peers

The 16 day orientation 
adventure gives 

matriculating students 
a chance to explore and 

bond

BLAIR GARNERA first-year student scales a cliff face in the Adirondack Mountains. 

By Sophie Higdon

As students returned to 
campus last week, they were 
accompanied by the familiar, 
musty stench of 66 first-years 
and 19 leaders coming back 
from sixteen days in New 
York’s Adirondack Park. 

This year’s returning 
LandSea group braved 
thunderstorms, blazing sun, 
biting flies, the generally 
unforgiving nature of the 
great outdoors, and a more-
than-fourteen-hour bus ride 
in each direction. 

The experience is a 
Kalamazoo College optional 
pre-orientation program with 
more than four decades of 
history, which was originally 
held in Canada and Northern 
Michigan before finding its 
current home in the “‘dacks” 
in 2012. Participants camp, 
hike, canoe, rock climb, and 
whitewater raft through a 
hearty swath of the 9,375 
square miles of natural beauty. 
Landsea is an expedition 
designed to challenge and 
humble as well as build 
confidence and forge bonds 
that will help define the K 
experience for many of them. 

“Participants gain skills 
in leadership, develop 
belongingness, gain skills in 
reducing conflict and working 

with others, and have reduced 
anxiety about the transition to 
college,” said Jory Hornor, 
Director of the Landsea 
Program.

 

I was a returning leader this 
time; my first-year Landsea 
experience and my own 
leaders inspired me to remain 
as much a part of the program 
as possible, to try to lead as I 
had been led, giving guidance 
and instruction and then letting 
the newcomers take charge. 
Leaders that are trained in 
Wilderness Medicine, Leave 
No Trace sustainability and 
other backcountry skills ask 
the incoming students to 
take charge of their days by 

mapping and planning routes, 
scheduling wake up times and 
breaks, and assigning camp 
tasks. Maddy Guimond, a 
first year student and Landsea 
participant, says this aspect 
of the program “allowed me 
to feel more confident, and 
when it was my day to plan 
out a route with a partner to 
get the group to the summit, 
I was really excited to prove 
that I could be a leader.”

Each patrol takes on different 
adventures at different times; 
some flexing their calf muscles 
by summiting three peaks in 
a single day, some testing 
their patience and resilience 
by hiking more than 20 miles 
from sunrise to sunset, and 

some canoeing all day in the 
blazing sun before portaging 
their boats for two miles. 
There is tarp-defying rain, 
there are bugs, and, once, a 
bear or two or three. There 
are food rations. There are 
risks great and small. No 
matter what the immediate 
challenge, however, the 
company of new friends and 
new experiences opens our 
minds to new possibilities 
and perspectives, the latter 
undeniably reinforced by the 
overwhelming majesty of the 
peaks, the fierce power of the 
rapids, the awesome grace 
and complexity of the forest.  

As adventure educator 
Morgan Hite explores in her 

essay “Briefing for Entry into 
a Harsher Environment”, 
our direct experience in the 
wilderness is hard to take 
with us into the often scary 
“real” world. After all, there 
are not always trails to guide 
us or breathtaking sunrises for 
inspiration. But the skills we 
learn in the backcountry - our 
self-organization, our risk-
taking, our perseverance, and 
our openness to the previously 
unexplored will serve us well 
if we remember to use them. 
Landsea’s enduring success, 
encouraging these strengths 
for the willing among us, 
proves her premise.

BLAIR GARNERFirst-year students canoe while partaking in the LandSea excursions.

Golf
Teams

Women’s Golf  Team
Recent Matches

16th @ Indiana 
Wesleyan Invitational

13th @ Olivet Invitational

Men’s Golf  Team 
Recent Matches

5th @ Lou Collins 
Memorial

3rd @ Battle at the 
Brook

Upcoming EventsSoccer
Teams

Women’s Soccer Team 
Record

3-2

Men’s Soccer  Team 
Record

1-3

Cross Country 
Teams

Women’s Cross 
Country  Team Results

21st @ Calvin Knight 
Invite

Men’s Cross Country 
Team Results

23rd @ Calvin Knight 
Invite

Volleyball &
Football

Women’s Volleyball 
Team Record

1-6

Men’s Football  Team 
Record

2-0

Tuesday, September 12  
Men’s Golf MIAA Jamboree @ Olivet 1:00 pm
Men’s Soccer vs. Carthage 5:00 pm
Women’s Soccer @ Concordia Chicago 5:00 pm

Thursday, September 13  
Women’s Golf MIAA Jamboree @ Albion 1:00 pm

Friday, September 14  
Women’s Volleyball vs. John Carroll @ Hiram, Ohio 7:30 
pm

Saturday, September 15  
Women’s Volleyball vs. Kenyon @ Hiram, Ohio 11:00 am
Women’s Golf Scotland USA Invitational @ Alma 1:00 pm
Women’s Soccer vs. Wooster 12:00 pm
Football @ Rockford 2:00 pm
Women’s Volleyball vs. Frostburg St. @ Hiram, Ohio 3:00 
pm
Men’s Soccer vs. Manchester 5:00 pm

Tuesday, September 18  
Men’s Soccer vs. Mich-Dearborn 5:00 pm
Women’s Volleyball @ Olivet 7:00 pm

Wednesday, September 19  
Women’s Soccer vs. Manchester 7:00 pm
Women’s Volleyball vs. Illinois Tech 8:00 pm

Saturday, September 22  
Men’s Swimming and Diving CSCAA Open Water 
Championship @ Lawerence, Kansas 11:00 am
Women’s Golf MIAA Jamboree @ Saint Mary’s 1:00 pm
Women’s Cross Country Raider Invitational @ Caledonia, 
MI 10:30 am
Men’s Cross Country Raider Invitational @ Caledonia, MI 
11:00 am
Men’s Golf MIAA Jamboree @ Trine 1:00 pm
Women’s Volleyball @ Alma 1:00 pm
Men’s Soccer @ Elmhurst 6:00 pm

Tuesday, September 25  
Women’s Golf MIAA Jamboree @ Hope 1:00 pm

Friday, September 21 - Monday, September 24
Women’s Tennis ITA Central Regional (Kalamazoo)

You’re Invited! Join us on Mondays at 4:30 p.m. @ The Index Office in Hicks.
Find us online at www.thekzooindex.com or index@kzoo.edu

MAREN PROPHIT
The Equestrian Team club sport attends English-style riding lessons at Cedar Lodge Stables in Lawrence, MI.



KALAMAZOO, MI ONE-HUNDRED-FOURTY-ONE YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE STUDENT EST. 1877

The Index
SEPTEMBER 26, 2018

WWW.THEKZOOINDEX.COM© THE INDEX VOL. CXLI • ISSUE II

INSIDE
THIS ISSUE
News . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2
Features ...................................................... 3
Opinions ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Arts & Entertainment ...................... 5
Spor ts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6

Hurricane Florence Care 
Station

FEATURES

Sure—Sent from my iPhone

OPINIONS

Students Take the Stage and 
Take Over

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Emma vs. Lauren Arquette

SPORTS

FACULTY

Titles and 
Employment 
at Kalamazoo 

College
A glimpse into the 
College’s current 

faculty employment 
practices.

By Cavan Bonner

In recent years, the 
national conversation about 
academia has been filled 
with demoralizing news. 
In 1975, part-time faculty 
only made up 30% of faculty 
appointments nationwide; by 
2011, that number had risen 
to 51%,  according to data 
compiled by the American 
Association of University 
Professors. During the same 
time period, the proportion 
of contingent faculty—a 
category that includes full 
time faculty without tenure 
lines—has risen from 43% 
to 70% nationally. 

City Clears Bronson Park, 14 Arrested

AYLA HULL / THE INDEX

DOWNTOWN KALAMAZOO

Continued on Page 2

On Wednesday, September 19 at 6:45 a.m., the Kalamazoo Department of Public Safety, County 
Sheriff ’s Office and Michigan State Police arrived at Bronson Park to enforce the removal of the 

Freedom Encampment, a group of homeless protesters.

STUDENT LIFE

Fostering a 
Politically 

Active 
Campus
Low student-
voter turnout, 

misconceptions, and 
solutions for student 

voters

By Emma Theiss

The Kalamazoo College 
student body is renowned 
for its social activism and 
the Arcus Center for Social 
Justice programming, but the 
campus’ voter turnout rate 
does not reflect the apparent 
political consciousness of its 
students. Data collected by 
Tuft’s University from the 
2016 presidential election 
tells a different story.

 Only 40.4% of Kalamazoo 
College students voted in the 
2016 election, which was 
10% less than the national 
average for other colleges 
and universities. 

Continued on Page 3 Continued on Page 3

Restoring Stetson Chapel: 
Returning Justice to a Beloved Space

CAMPUS

Stetson Chapel 
undergoes renovations 
to restore the history

By Amelia Donohoe

On a bright April day in 
1932, K College President 
Allan Hoben dedicated the 
newly constructed Stetson 
Chapel with an address to 
those who had gathered 
within its walls for the first 
time, saying that even at its 
infancy, the building “provides 
enlightenment, peace of 
heart, renewal of energy, 
and fellowship of spirit for 
Kalamazoo College…”

This statement rings as 
a fulfilled prophecy for the 
chapel, given its vibrant 
heritage and continued status 
as a space of sanctuary. Now, 
with that history in mind, 
a careful effort has begun 
in order to preserve the 
emblematic structure.

New Athletic Director Sets Vision for the 
Department

ATHLETICS

Athletic Director 
Rebecca Hall 

welcomes her new 
position at K

By Griffin Conley

After initially failing to fill 
the open Athletic Director 
posi t ion,  Kalamazoo 
College went into the spring 
searching for a new face of 
Hornet athletics. By May, the 
committee in charge of the 
search had processed many 
candidates and had made their 
decision. 

Rebecca Hall (Becky) is 
the new head of the athletic 
department at K. As she takes 
the helm of a new program, 
she plans to do things a little 
differently than most. With an 
emphasis on what Kalamazoo 
College needs, Hall is focused 
on evaluating the current 
situation of the department 
and then deciding how to 
proceed.

“I think I made that 
mistake in my last position 
as a first year AD [Athletic 
Director]. I went in and started 
implementing a lot of changes 
right away, and some were met 
with resistance and some were 
met with open arms, but I’d 
rather it be more collaborative 
this time,” said Hall.

Taking the initial backseat 
allows Hall to evaluate in a 
capacity that will unify not 
only the Athletic Department, 

GRIFFIN CONLEY / THE INDEX
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New Athletic Director Rebecca Hall

Stetson Chapel to undergo renovations during Fall 2018

Are You Ready to Rock?
The Index is looking for strong writers, photographers, and designers
to help deliver the news. Email index@kzoo.edu to find out more.

Continued on Page 6

but also other areas on campus.
“I’ve heard that there are 

some silos around campus, 
and within this department, 
the athletic department, and 
so I took that as I need to 
be a builder of this team. I 
need to build up, you know, 
relationships and build a 
community maybe not around 
athletics specifically, but with 
athletics immersed inside of 

Continued on Page 2



Photo of the Week: Stetson Chapel’s interior illuminated by chandeliers and a late-summer sun.

THE INDEX

The Index encourages reader response 
in the form of letters to the editor.  
The Index reserves the right to edit 
for clarity, length, grammar and libel.  
Also reserved is the right to not print 
letters to the editor. Signed letters are 
preferred, but unsigned letters dealing 
with sensitive issues will be accepted 
and printed at the discretion of the 
editorial board.  Letters should be 
submitted via email by midnight on 
the Sunday before the issue in which 
they are to appear.  Please contact the 
Index with any further issues, comments 
or inquiries.  Please keep letters under 
300 words.

We, the Index staff, produce this pub-
lication to accomplish the following 
goals: The Index will serve as a means 
of communication between students, 
administrators and members of the 
community.  We will respect all opinions 
and present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although we 
are a staff comprised solely of unpaid 
student members, we will strive to 
make The Index accurate and truthful to 
adhere to all standards of professional 
journalism.  We recognize and respect 
the privileges given to us under the First 
Amendment, including the freedoms 
of speech and of the press. The Index 
is a form of editorial expression and 
we, the staff have the authority to make 
our own content decisions.  We will 
provide a sounding board for the campus 
community; therefore the opinions 
expressed in by-lines, opinion articles 
and letters should not be considered 
to be the opinions of the newspaper 
staff as a whole.

Staff Photographer...........Daniel Horwitz

Co-Editor-in-Chief...............Andrew Parsons 
Co-Editor-in-Chief..............Meredith Ashton
News Editor.......................Cavan Bonner
Features Editor..............Emma Theiss
Arts Editor...................Sharmeen Chauhdry
Opinions Editor..............Amelia Donohoe
Sports Editor.....................Griffin Conley
Copy Editor...................Emily Boyle

New Grants for 
the College

DANIEL HORWITZ / THE INDEX

Kavanaugh Denies 
Sexual Assault Claims
Supreme Court nominee Brett 
Kavanaugh and his wife sat 
down for  a TV interview 
following his two claims of 
sexual assault. He denies all 
allegations.

Dep. AG Suggests 
Removing Trump
Deputy Attorney General Rod 
Rosenstein allegedly discussed 
recording President Trump and 
invoking the 25th Amendment; 
he will meet with the President 
on Thursday to discuss claims. 

Italy Considers 
Removing Protections
Italian prime minister’s cabinet 
approved a bill to suspend the 
refugee application process for 
migrants considered “socially 
dangerous” or those who have 
committed past crimes. 

SiriusXM to buy 
Pandora Radio
Sirius XM will write a $3.5 
billion dollar check to buy 
Pandora to create the world’s 
largest audio entertainment 
company.

The News In Brief

SAGA Foundation 
Awards $1.1 Million 
for Scholarships,  
Internship Stipends
The gift will also support 
the golf teams and Laugh-
lin Links, an outreach pro-
gram that teaches golf and 
life skills to youth in the 
Kalamazoo community.

Arthur Vining Davis 
Foundations Grants 
$250,000 to Center 
for Environmental 
Stewardship
The gift will be used to 
hire a dedicated director for 
the Center, which works to 
incorporate environmental 
education across the curric-
ulum and make educational 
use of the College’s Lillian 
Anderson Arboretum.

Dept. of Justice 
Grants $300,000 for 
Proactive Prevention 
of Sexual Violence
K is one of 60 schools to 
receive the gant. The grant 
will be used to expand vic-
tim services, support a part-
nership with the Kalamazoo 
YWCA and Department of 
Public Safety, and increase 
training and staffing. 

Howard Hughes 
Medical Institute 
Awards Five-Year, 
$1 Million Grant to 
Improve Retention 
of Underrepresented 
Students in STEM
K is one of 33 schools to 
receive the grant. The funds 
will be used to revise the in-
troductory math and science 
curriculum and improve the 
cultural competency of the 
faculty and staff.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Homelessness

A City of Kalamazoo 
press release stated that “14 
individuals were taken into 
custody: 10 for breaking a 
police line…one for attempted 
resisting and obstruction …and 
three on various outstanding 
warrants. Eight citations were 
issued for illegal camping.”

Two days prior, Kalamazoo 
City Manager Jim Ritsema 
issued a statement requiring 
the encampment to disperse 
by 7:00 p.m. Tuesday or 
otherwise be subject to arrest 
for trespassing.

Many people camping in 
the park left the premises 
before the 7 p.m. deadline to 
avoid the possibility of arrest, 
leaving only about 20 tents 
when Public Safety arrived.

A video from MLive shows 
Sykes-Nehring on Wednesday 

Email us at 
index@kzoo.edu

morning, blocking a police 
vehicle in order to ensure 
her arrest. “They are still 
attempting to not take me 
with the homeless folks. So 
if this isn’t criminalizing 
homelessness, I don’t know 
what is,” shouts Sykes-
Nehring. The Commissioner 
was forcibly removed from 
the scene and charged with 
resisting and obstructing 
police.

The protest began in 
late August, when the city 
proposed a ban on camping 
in Bronson Park. On August 
31, the City of Kalamazoo 
designed a vacant fire station 
at 116 West Cedar street as 
overnight housing, but after 
exposure to numerous health 
hazards including asbestos 
and lack of sanitary toilets, 
the encampment decided to 
return to Bronson Park. A 
third “drop lot” site remains, 
located on the private property 

of Ministry with Community.
Several meetings took place 

in past weeks between city 
officials and representatives 
of the Freedom Encampment, 
in an attempt to meet the five 
demands of the movement:

(1) The Kalamazoo City 
Commission is to have an 
open, public discussion 
regarding the demands laid 
out by the #OccupyKalamazoo 
sponsored Bronson Park 
Freedom Encampment.

(2) An immediate and 
thorough investigation of the 
alleged abuses occurring on 
site at the Kalamazoo Gospel 
Mission.

(3) Immediate access 
to mental, emotional, and 
physical health supports for 
residents of the encampment.

(4) A structurally sound, 
vacant building (or a few 
vacant homes in close 
proximity to each other) that 
BPFE members can coordinate 

In its younger days, 
Kalamazoo College centered 
the student experience on 
religion, and prior to the 
construction of the Stetson 
Chapel, about 400 students 
gathered five days a week for 
compulsory church services 
in the upstairs of Bowen Hall, 
the former main classroom 
building.

However by 1928 Dr. 
Hoben lamented to the Board 
of Trustees that the space was 
hot, dark, victim to train 
whistles, and wrought with 
squeaky chairs. 

Donors funded much of the 
construction project he had 
proposed, which was carefully 
kept to about $100,000. Aymar 
Embury II, the New York 
architect selected to oversee 
the project, worked diligently 
to draw up plans that met 
college’s expectations. 

According to Embury, the 
stately pillars, tall windows, 
and high ceiling of the chapel 
were all intended to have “a 
distinctly emotional appeal, 
but in the quietest possible 
way.”

In a letter to Dr. Hoben, he 
also proposed painting silver 
leaves on the ceilings and 
subtle flowers on the walls, 
but this was rejected in favor 

of the more minimalist, neo-
colonial look still seen today. 

The beautiful hardwood 
stage has hosted plenty of 
famous names, including J. 
Edgar Hoover, who received 
an honorary Doctor of Science 
degree from K in 1937 for 
his groundbreaking work in 
forensics, on which he gave 
a talk. Ralph Abernathy, 
Civil Rights activist and 
close friend of Dr. Martin 
Luther King spoke on issues 
facing the movement in 1968, 
and Russian revolutionary 
Aleksandr Kerensky, despite 

his advanced age, also lectured 
that year.

The eight bells currently 
situated in the tower share 
a connection with a popular 
historical figure as well. 
Installed in 1984, they were 
manufactured by White 
Chapel Bell Foundry Ltd. in 
East London, maker of the 
Liberty Bell.

These historic instruments 
have recently been in jeopardy, 
as has the tower that houses 
them, according to Susan 
Lindemann, Director of 
Facilities Management. Water 

volunteer contractor services 
for, in order to get the property 
up to code in time to move in 
before snow falls.

(5) The City of Kalamazoo 
is to utilize the expertise of 
our members, and national 
best practices, to develop a 
long-term “Housing First” 
policy and program that 
better addresses the issue of 
homelessness in the future.

Protester Adam McGeehee 
commented on the unspent 
$260,000 that Kalamazoo 
received last year to assist 
low-income residents.

“If they had used the 
[funds] they were given by 
the federal government to 
help the homeless, then this 
probably wouldn’t even be 
happening right now… This 
is the result of them screwing 
up. It’s not because we did 
something wrong.” 

In a NewsChannel 3 
article, County Commissioner 

Stephanie Moore reiterated 
that, although the unspent 
funds will be accessible in 
this year’s budget, there 
should not have been any 
left over because the need in 
Kalamazoo is so great.

Both sides remain aware 
that the removal of protesters 
from Bronson Park is not 
a permanent solution to 
Kalamazoo’s homelessness 
problem. 

“This is not the end,” 
responded encampment 
attorney Denise Heberle, 
when asked about the future 
of the Freedom Encampment. 
“What the city has done here 
is illegal and cruel and it will 
be addressed.”

Stetson
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

damage and erosion has begun 
to affect the entire building, 
and the solution has become 
part of a restoration effort 
currently underway. 

The plan of action, 
Lindemann says, is to “seal 
the building envelope.”

By this she means that 
focus will be placed on the 
exterior of the chapel, which 
will insure that weather does 
not further damage it. New 
windows throughout the 
building will seal the structure, 
as will adding mortar between 
the bricks, a process known 
as “repointing.”

The basement rooms on the 
south side will have ceilings 
waterproofed, and drainage 
will be improved in order to 
prevent more water damage. 
Perhaps the most visible 
difference is that scaffolding 
has begun to encase the tower, 
which will also receive internal 
repairs both for preservation 
and general safety.

This round of restorations 
is estimated to cost around 
$900,000 and is the first phase 
of a two-part process for which 
$1.6 million has been allotted 
in total.

“It’s likely that as we get 
into this, we will need to 
fix other things,” explains 
Lindemann, who is grateful 
to have the resources to 
address any of the surprise 
maintenance issues that often 
accompany an 86-year-old 

building. 
The exact scope of 

phase two has not yet been 
determined, but will depend 
both in timing and budget 
on what are identified as 
secondary concerns by the 
initial stage of restoration 
efforts.

Though not all of the 
changes will be noticeable, 
Chaplain and Director of 
Religious Life Liz Candido 
is glad they are happening.

“It is good for the long term 
viability of the structure,” 
she says.

Miller-Davis Company, 
which originally built 
Stetson Chapel and still has 
the original blueprints, will 
handle all restorations.This 
combined with Lindemann’s 
conscientious nature mean that 
the chapel is in good hands.

“I am really excited to be 
part of the stewardship of this 
historic building, that’s really 
meaningful to me,” she says.

As the Stetson Chapel 
looks toward a continued 
future of weddings, concerts, 
community reflections, and 
just generally being watertight, 
there is beauty in knowing 
its essence will be lovingly 
preserved. Having been named 
for Dr. Herbert Lee Stetson, 
president from 1912 to 1922, it 
has come to represent a value 
he made a central theme at 
K: an immersive, diversified 
academic experience.

From lectures to acapella 
concerts to quiet reflection 
now encouraged for those of 
all denominations, students 
and faculty for over eighty 
years have experienced the 
power on top of –as the old 
Alma Mater song goes—“thy 
fair Arcadian hill.”
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Office Hours: Oliver Baez Bendorf 
New poetry professor 
develops a liking to K

By Addissyn House

Fondly known by his fall 
quarter students as Professor 
Diesel, Oliver Baez Bendorf 
is brand new to Kalamazoo 
College. Although it’s his first 
quarter, Bendorf is already in 
love with K describing himself 
as “the luckiest human in the 
world.” 

About Kalamazoo, Bendorf 
said, “It was softly on my 
radar,” but that he’d never 
been before his campus visit. 
A mentor had told him this 
was the job for him and after 
his visit Bendorf said, “[there 
was] a vibe of students and 
colleagues who are passionate 
about the world...it just 
resonated.”

Bendorf came to the 
K a l a m a z o o  E n g l i s h 
department with the goal of 
working “at the intersections 
of poetry and social justice...
and power and identity” and 
plans to do just that through 
many new poetry classes. 

In a few years, he will not 
only be teaching his core 
classes of “Introduction 
to Creative Writing,” 
“Intermediate Poetry,” and 
“Advanced Poetry,” but he is 
also hoping to teach classes 
currently in development 
such as “Queer Poetics: A 
Workshop” and “Poetry of 
the Great Lakes.”  The latter 
class will focus on poetry of 
natives, union steelworker 
songs, and modern poets from 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Politically Active Campus

This is a shockingly low 
number from an institution 
that considers itself more 
socially conscious than most.

Ian McKnight  ’19 
commented that Kalamazoo 
College “has a really big 
activist culture, but students 
are easily discouraged by 
election results.” McKnight 
emphasized that even though 
it feels like you are “throwing 
an ice cube in a fire,” young 
voters are crucial and the votes 
of our student body could 
make a huge impact on an 
election. 

The Center for Civic 
Engagement (CCE) has 
created K Votes, a nonpartisan, 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Faculty Titles and Employment at K

For students, these trends 
have impacted the quality of 
their expensive education. 
For contingent faculty — 
especially adjuncts — the 
consequences for quality of 
life and job stability have been 
extensively documented.

As a small liberal arts 
college that emphasizes 
high-quality teaching, small 
class sizes, and high levels 
of faculty involvement, 
Kalamazoo College appears 
to have avoided the worst 
aspects of this trend. However, 
it is important for us, as tuition 
paying students, to understand 
the state of our college’s 
faculty employment practices 
so that we can advocate for 
higher standards and improved 
conditions. 

According to former 
Provost Michael “Mickey” 
McDonald, the “large majority 
of the faculty” at K are tenure-
track or tenured. The College 
website states that 79% of 
the faculty from 2017-2018 
are tenure-track or tenured. 
Once professors are tenured 
by the College, they hold an 
indefinite appointment that 
may only be revoked under 
specific circumstances. 

Despite the College’s 
emphasis on having a faculty 
composed primarily of tenure 
and tenure-track faculty, 
McDonald said the hiring of 
Visiting Assistant Professors 
and part-time adjuncts and 
instructors fills important 
needs that tenured faculty 
are unable to satisfy.

“Title does not always 
reveal absolutely everything 
about the position,” McDonald 
said, noting that the College 
sometimes grants the title of 
Visiting Assistant Professor to 
adjunct instructors who have 
obtained their field’s terminal 
degree even though they are 
not filling a salaried job. It 
is unclear how often this is 
practiced by the College, and 

what proportion of Visiting 
Assistant Professors do 
not actually hold salaried 
positions. 

Visiting Assistant Professors 
are typically hired into full-
time, salaried positions that 
last between one and three 
years. When tenure-track/
tenured faculty take sabbatical 
(they can apply to do so every 
seven years), the College hires 
Visiting Assistant Professors 
to take on that professor’s 
teaching load. McDonald 
says that these sabbaticals 
have great value: they allow 
faculty to “re-freshen and 
re-energize their scholarly 
productivity,” and ultimately 
bring their scholarship back 
into the classroom. 

When faculty retire or are 
denied tenure, the College 
hires Visiting Assistant 
Professors to fill vacant 
positions while the College 

searches for a tenure-track 
replacement. The academic 
year of 2017-18 saw an above-
average increase in visiting 
hires due to a school-wide 
retirement incentive program 
that occurred in April 2017. 
Provost McDonald said the 
program was intended to 
“provide some long term 
budget relief as a way to 
reduce the overall institutional 
budget.” Of the 60 faculty and 
staff eligible, 28 accepted the 
early retirement deal. This 
group included 21 staff and 
seven senior faculty. 

Provos t  McDonald 
explained that the College 
tries to spread out tenure-
track hires by a few years, 
to avoid too many faculty 
being evaluated for tenure and 
promotion simultaneously. 
For this reason, the retirement 
incentive program will 

the area.
For those classes, and for 

every proceeding quarter, 
Bendorf will give himself 
and his students new aliases 
and a new theme. The alias 
tradition began when Bendorf 
was in Lynda Barry’s writing 
class as a graduate student at 
the University of Wisconsin, 
Madison. Bendorf was known 
during his term as “Amigdala.” 

This term every student in 
“Intro to Creative Writing” 
has a Car Part name and are 
referred to as such in the 
classroom both by Bendorf 
and by one another. Bendorf 
said, “It is both a kind of fun 
and silly thing and also did 
feel like [we could] write in 
ways or about things that our 
idea of who we are might 
not hold space for.” Creative 
Writing is a way to get outside 
of one’s own head at times, 
and Bendorf believes this is 
one of the ways to do this.

Bendorf reminded K 
students that “creative writing 

is available to anyone all the 
time” and all students should 
take creative writing classes, 
even if they don’t think they 
like the genre. He recognizes 
that not all students have 
always loved words, but he 
also can’t understate the value 
of creative writing. 

“Experiment with classes 
that aren’t yet things that you 
know you like, believe in your 
ability to cope when things get 
challenging, and go to office 
hours,” he said. 

K can anticipate Bendorf 
being around for a while with 
his plans for future classes 
and his desire to travel around 
Michigan in his aluminum, 
teardrop camper. K students, 
faculty, and staff can find 
Bendorf in his office in 
Humphrey House where he 
will gladly share a laugh while 
showing you Rane Arroyo’s 
poetry books and pictures of 
his French Angora rabbits, 
Claude and Dilly.

Hurricane Florence Care Station 
College Chaplain 

reaches out to students 
impacted by storm

By Meredith Ashton

Hurricane Florence 
pummeled the East Coast, 
ripping off roofs, tearing up 
trees, and bringing massive 
flood waters to coastal areas 
like the Carolinas. The official 
death count, nearly two weeks 
later, is at 44 — a number 
that’s continued to rise with 
the advent of more flood 
waters, according to CNN. 

Friday, September 14th 
was a quiet, late summer 
day at Kalamazoo College. 
About half a dozen students 
trickled into the Cavern, 
in the basement beneath 
Stetson Chapel, to gather 
in community against the 
growing storm. 

“It is gorgeous outside 
now and I think, given the 
folks who have come down 
to talk thus far, that is helping 
everyone out today,” said Liz 
Candido, the College Chaplain 
and Director of Religious Life. 

Students who found 
their way to the Hurricane 
Florence Care Station had 
access to Cavern resources 

like a stress relief craft of 
glitter jars, friendly Interfaith 
Student Leaders ready to lend 
a listening ear, and a variety of 
prayers and readings that folks 
could take home with them. 

“The school identified 
around 15 students whose 
home addresses were in the 
potentially affected area. We 
know that many more students 
were affected though. Many 
students have other family 
and friends for whom they 
were worried,” Candido said.  

The Care Station was 
available from 12pm to 5pm 
last Friday, but Candido, the 
Interfaith Student Leaders, 
and the Office of Religious 
and Spiritual Life (ORSL) 
are no strangers to providing 
the campus with continued 
emotional, mental, and 
spiritual support. ORSL has 
hosted similar events in the 
past for things like previous 

storms, elections, and 9/11 
anniversaries. 

For the Chaplain, it’s about 
addressing the needs of the 
campus community. 

“At the very least, we 
wanted people to know that 
we are thinking about it and 
we know students are too,” 
Candido said. 

The Chaplain sees ORSL 
and the Cavern as a space for 
folks to take a break from the 
often-stressful campus culture. 
She said the event was also 
an invitation for those who 
haven’t come before, to spend 
time in the space. 

And it isn’t just about 
Kalamazoo College students, 
either. Candido envisions 
last Friday’s Care Station 
transcending the College’s 
boundaries. 

“In the days to come, I 
wouldn’t be surprised if 
students began to identify a 
need to help storm affected 
communities,” Candido said.  
“If there are students who 
want to work with us on that, 
we would welcome them to 
come by or email and we can 
get that started too.”

student-led voter outreach/
coalition. They are doing 
everything they can to 
eliminate all obstacles that 
prevent students from voting, 
and also to ensure every 
student voter is fully informed 
on candidates’ platforms and 
various ballot initiatives.

Emily Kowey ’17, Assistant 
Director of the CCE and recent 
K grad, has played a key role  
in the planning and execution 
of K Votes programming. 
Kowey shared that a large 
part of the  K Votes mission 
is “enabling students so they 
feel empowered to make that 
decision for themselves.”  No 
matter where that vote falls 
the CCE wants to ensure that 
decision is informed and easily 

executed by each student at K.
The October 6 deadline 

for voter registration is 
rapidly approaching, and 
Kowey encourages every 
Kalamazoo College student 
to take advantage of the ample 
resources provided by the CCE 
and school administration to 
get registered on time. 

The CCE will be tabling in 
Hicks in the next few weeks, 
where you can fill out a voter 
registration form and have 
it submitted for you. Pay 
attention to emails and notices 
from the CCE, as there will 
also be several workshops on 
voter registration as well as 
absentee ballots. 

For more information on 
how to register visit mi.gov/
vote, or a corresponding 
voting registration page for 
your home state.

OLIVER BAEZ BENDORF

Who is teaching us? 
Why does it matter?

probably effect some positions 
for longer periods of time.

These full-time, non-tenure-
track faculty fill important 
needs, but their prevalence 
can sometimes conflict with 
student expectations. 

“It’s just upsetting to learn 
that a professor who I really 
enjoy is only visiting because 
I want to get to know them 
and maintain a relationship 
with them for the next four 
years,” said Emily Whitman 
‘21, an International Area 
Studies and ANSO major. 
Like many students, Whitman 
said she came to K because 
of the opportunity to “forge 
meaningful relationships with 
[my] professors because of K’s 
smaller class sizes and smaller 
student/teacher ratios.”

In addition to tenure-track 
and visiting faculty, the 
College also relies on part-
time faculty — such as adjunct 
and part-time instructors — 
to fill other needs. McDonald 
emphasized that while the 
headcount of these adjunct 
and part-time faculty appears 
to be rather large, most of 
these instructors fill small 
roles such as giving one-
on-one music lessons in 
areas that are not covered 
by specialties of the four 
full-time Music Department 
faculty. Besides personal 
music lessons, adjunct faculty 
are needed to teach highly 
enrolled introductory courses, 
especially in the language 
departments. 

In the case of introductory 
language classes, McDonald 
said that the College does 
“have well-established 
relationships with good 
adjunct teachers who are 
really good at teaching the 
100 level sequence or 200 
level sequence courses.” In 
these cases, adjunct instructors 
may develop long-term 
employment relationships 
with the College that are not 
comparable to tenure lines.

Find us online at www.thekzooindex.com or index@kzoo.edu
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Novels are not 
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Adorned with tassels and to 
the tune of clarion fanfare, the 
herald announces my subject 
line. Kneeling atop my of-
fering—an unfurled tapes-
try brought from far-away 
lands—I strike the first line 
with a balance of vigor and 
humility:

Dear Professor

This address is quickly fol-
lowed by a flourished greet-
ing, an announcement estab-
lishing respect for both their 
title and for their most recent 
publication, and lastly a wish 
of wealth under both this moon 
and the next. Mind you, my 
request will make or break my 
preeminent academic career. 
Fate lies in formality—either 
be exalted to some degree of 
cum laude or forever forego 
any scholarly guidance.

And not to forget that a 
complete recollection of every 
attempt made is of utmost im-
portance! How else might my 
professor know that I tried? 
It must be comprehensive 
enough to rival Tolstoy and 

protracted enough draw out 
Tolkien’s envy. Melville ought 
to revel in its verbosity. The 
answer to my question is en-
trusted to these lines. Finally, 
after another three paragraphs, 
it is time to begin the final 
approach.

Do you have time to talk 
about my paper this Thurs-
day?

This ought to suffice, right? 
Having cautiously clicked 
send, I await my professor’s 
reply. Hours and hours later, 
harps—Outlook’s harbinger—
render the reply.

Sure – Sent from my iPhone

That’s it?
In the course of e-mail cor-

respondence with faculty, stu-
dents all too often conflate 
length and formality with 
respect. They set out to write 
a novel when their question 
warrants just two sentences. 
Professors are people, too; 
aside from classroom instruc-
tion, designing curriculum, 
and grading, they tend to their 
own research, family life, and 
free time.

“For me, the basic nice-
ties of e-mail correspondence 
would be clarity and a respect 
for my time,” writes econom-
ics professor Dr. Charles Stull. 

“I don’t need to read a 1,000 
word e-mail about why a 
paper is late. I generally prefer 
e-mails that are short and to 
the point.”

It mustn’t be of great length, 
nor is a lavish showing of lin-
guistic finesse justified. After 
all, “formality and length are 
not correlated,” writes com-
puter science professor Dr. 
Alyce Brady. “I’m okay with 
an informal quick e-mail,” 
adds Dr. Stull.

However, erring on the side 
of formality with those unfa-
miliar to you is the safest ap-
proach, as some faculty have 
strong preferences for the use 
of their titles. “I like students 
to address their e-mails to ‘Dr. 
Gregg,’ and I like a ‘thanks’ 
at the end,” opined psycholo-
gy professor Dr. Gary Gregg.

“I think the key is to be 
polite and treat the [recipient] 
as a full-fledged, respected, 
busy, well-meaning human 
being,” Dr. Brady shares, con-
tinuing, “the e-mails that get 
under my skin are the ones 
that treat me as if my sole job 
is to…immediately jump to 
their bidding.”

The take-away? Novels 
are not necessary, as every 
one’s time is ticking; terse, 
well-written e-mails with ap-
propriate respect suffice.

– Sent from my iPhone

What Love Isn’t and Why it Took Me 
Six Years to Realize That

An open letter to 
those who may be 

experiencing emotional 
abuse, and those who 

think they’re not

By Sharmeen Chauhdry

I am sitting at a crowded 
table, full of volunteer tags 
and binders and coffee cups, 
waiting patiently for our new 
supervisor to teach us how to 
become advocates for survi-
vors of domestic abuse. It was 
my first day of training for the 
Emergency Response Team 
for Domestic Abuse Survi-
vors at the YWCA. 

As I sit and wonder what 
brought the other fifteen or 
so women here, the supervi-
sor begins to speak. She ex-
plains the power wheel, how 
many women in abusive rela-
tionships do not realize it; if 
someone has been emotion-
ally abused, it takes ten years 
to heal from that experience 
once they recognize it. I was 
nineteen then, and I didn’t 
know that my high school 
boyfriend had emotionally 
abused me for three years; I 
thought he was just hurting. 

Previously, I wrote an 
article about how to access 
Title IX in response to sexual 
misconduct as a student at 
Kalamazoo College. Before 
I wrote that piece, I had ex-
perienced sexual assault, and 
I had also come to terms with 
the stalking and emotional 
abuse by that ex-boyfriend I 
mentioned. 

Since that article, I have 
had to utilize Title IX due to 
harassment by a former boy-
friend from K. This piece is 
not for the boy who assaulted 
me; it is not for the boy who 
abused me or the man who 
harassed me. This piece is for 
women and men who have 
experienced sexual or emo-
tional trauma at the hands of 
a lover, friend, acquaintance, 
or stranger. This piece is for 
the woman who may not know 
she’s being abused. 

That fifteen-hour training 
consisted of a lot of facts and 
charts, but the part that broke 
me was a fifteen-minute Ted 
Talk called “Why Domes-

tic Violence Victims Don’t 
Leave.” Leslie Morgan Steiner 
talked about her experience 
in an abusive relationship, 
describing the gradual slip 
from love to bruises. I won’t 
share her details, but I will 
share some facts she provided. 

One in three women are 
stalked or abused in the U.S., 
and it is three times as likely 
to happen to women between 
the ages of 16 and 24. Aside 
from the fact that I began 
dating my abuser at sixteen, I 
only saw minor correlations. 
Then, she explained that she 
never saw herself as a victim.

“I was a very strong woman 
in love with a deeply trou-
bled man, and I was the only 
person on Earth who could 
help [him] face his demons,” 
said Steiner. 

Those few words sent all the 
manipulations and threats and 
stalking rushing to my head, 
and I felt weak. All these years 
I had thought I was too smart 
to end up in some abusive re-
lationship. Everything I be-
lieved about myself, about 
my choices, had been mis-
construed. I felt I had cheated 
myself, that I had set myself 
up to be screwed up. 

Screwed up.
I would have described 

myself in those words even 
before that training. They’re 
the words I often used while 
I confided in my best friend at 
K, a man I had briefly dated 
my first year and maintained 
a rocky friendship with since. 
They were words he used to 
describe himself too, the both 
of us convincing the other it 
wasn’t true. I ended my friend-
ship with him eventually, after 
many second chances on both 
ends. That led to a barrage 
of emails and what became 
a harassment case before the 
College. 

This is the part where I in-
terjected, as if it wasn’t my 
own story—really? You didn’t 
know something was way off 
when your ex threatened to kill 
himself at your hand or when 
your so-called best friend pro-
voked you into a drunken 
oblivion? Are you that naïve? 
Why would an intelligent (I 
got into K, right?), and ratio-

nal woman like myself be okay 
with being continually berated 
at the hands of men for over 
four years? The answer at the 
time became that I was stupid, 
that it was my fault because 
I was damaged (from sexual 
assault) and I wanted toxici-
ty in my life or I’d get bored. 

The answer made me hurt. 
It made me hate myself and 
it made me push every-
one around me away. This 
wasn’t working. So, I went 
back through my relationships 
and tried to pinpoint exactly 
where it went wrong. 

Months of therapy and 
self-reflection led to realiza-
tions beyond blaming myself. 
They also led to setbacks and 
calling my high school boy-
friend while crying. I’m nearly 
twenty-one now and I am in a 
healthy, loving relationship. 
This doesn’t mean I don’t have 
hard times, or I don’t want to 
reach back out to my ex-boy-
friend or my ex-friend and 
apologize for things I cannot 
possibly control.

 It simply means I have 
learned to sit with it, to un-
derstand that I feel this way 
but I do not need to. I under-
stand now that I deserve more 
than just emotional baggage 
and that someday, I’ll be able 
to accept love without feeling 
guilty when it isn’t abuse. 
More importantly, though, to 
any woman who is out there 
thinking, believing, being told 
that she is responsible for her 
partner’s emotions, life, pain, 
or happiness: I am telling you 
that you are not. 

When it mattered most, no 
one told me that. In fact, many 
people told me the opposite 
and in moments when you 
cannot trust your own judge-
ment, it is vital that someone 
has your back. You deserve 
love, real love that doesn’t take 
advantage of you. Love that 
doesn’t use you as a punch-
ing bag or a reconciliation of 
its demons. You deserve the 
love that only you can give 
yourself: one that puts you 
first. This is not and has never 
been your fault.

The Index is looking 
for strong writers, 
photographers, and 
designers.

Sudoku
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be reached 

logically. Enter numbers into the blank spaces so that each row, 
column and 3x3 box contains the numbers 1 to 9.

A secretary enters the Oval Office and tells President 
Trump, “Mr. President, Hurricane Florence is causing 
lots of trouble.”

Without looking up from his desk, President Trump 
replies, “just give her the same amount we gave to 
Stormy Daniels.”



Artist of the Week: Maren Prophit

A weekly column 
showcasing artists at K

By Sharmeen Chauhdry

Maren uses art as an 
exploration, whether it is 
painting a horse, sketching 
a bird or creating animals 
out of silverware. For her, 
the allure comes from the 
variety of forms she can 
explore and perfect, while 
still maintaining the intricacy 
of details. Maren’s passion lies 
in science and nature, and her 
art imitates that. She explores 
complex natural relationships 
and details them in all her 
mediums, focusing primarily 
on painting and sketching. 

Maren is a senior biology 
and art double major, involved 
in a plethora of on-campus 
activities including theater 

arts, Cirque du K, and the 
equestrian team. When she 
is not acting, performing, or 
riding horses, she’s living and 
working at Crissey Residence 
Hall as the Senior Resident 
Adviser. 

Connect with Maren on 
Instagram: @marenprophit/@
marenmeetsanimals or on her 
Facebook page: Works by 
Maren Prophit

“My aspiration is to 
be a medical or scientific 
illustrator, I place a lot focus 
on exploring forms, materials, 
and relationships found in 
the natural world and the 
interactions between them, 
with a focus on investigations 
in medicine.”

Students Take The Stage and Control
Theatre students 

prepare for Senior 
Performance Series 

2018

By Rachel Frank

The best way to learn is 
to do. This is the attitude 
that four K college students 
are adapting this fall as they 
prepare to stage Festival 
Playhouse’s fall season of 
the Senior Performance Series. 

Beauty’s Daughter by 
Dael Orlandersmith is a one-
woman play directed by Aly 
Homminga, K’20, and will 
feature Karishma Singh K’19. 
Singh will be performing in 
the show as a part of her Senior 
Individualized Project in the 
department of theatre arts. 

Sharing the Dungeon stage 
with Beauty’s Daughter will 
be spells/signed by the heart, 
an original play by Robert 
Davis K’19, directed by Kate 
Kreiss K’19. Both seniors will 
be bringing the play to life as 
part of their theatre arts SIP’s. 
Davis will also be performing 
in the play.

Both plays focus on 
issues of identity and human 
connection, even when doing 
so might not be easy.  

Beauty’s Daughter follows 
the story of Diane, a young 
black woman living in Harlem, 
and her experience going 
through life dealing with the 
needs and expectation of those 
around her. 

“It’s a story of toughness” 
according to Singh,  “And 
how women of color, or just 
people of color, have to grow 
up tough, and they lose aspects 
of love along the way.” 

In the words of Davis, 
spells/ signed by the heart 
is, “about a boy who kind of 
forgets where he’s from, and 
it’s gotten to a point where he’s 
forced to remember before he 
evolves, and so he calls back 
past selves.”  

“It’s about what happens 
when you’ve lost track of who 
you are, and different ways to 
find your way home [… ] it 
deals with finding yourself” 
said Kreiss.  

The Senior Performance 
Series gives students a 
chance to take a leading 

role in the production of a 
show at K college in the form 
of directing, performance, 
playwriting, and design. For 
many participants this fall, 
this experience is invaluable. 

“It’s one thing to learn in 
class what to do and how to 
do it but especially in the field 
of theatre you have to have 
experience. You have to get 
your feet on the ground and 
know exactly what your style 
is, and this has already helped 
me figure out what my style 
is, outside of directing class,” 
said Homminga. 

“Even though I think K 
does have a focus on student 
voices and student’s voices 
being heard, that is often 
times preached more than it’s 
practiced, so the ability to take 
a students work and publicize 
it for the student body and 
for community members to 
see, is a hugely powerful 
thing,” said Kreiss. “(SPS) 
gives students that room to 
play; to try something that is 
uniquely theirs.” 

Both shows go up October 
18-21 in the Dungeon Theatre 
and are free with a K ID.

Somewhere between Art and Mentorship
Professor Patrick 

Kinne reflects on his 
relationship with art 
and the liberation in 

destroying it

By Sydney
Rotigel-Finegan

Full-time artist and part-
time professor Patrick Kinne 
has found a mentorship role, he 
hopes, in students’ intellectual 
and artistic development at K. 
Having debuted his First Year 
Seminar, Banned: Censorship 
and Art, in fall of 2017, he’s 
returned to teach it again to 
students he finds curious and 
hardworking, and that have 
“reinvigorated (him) as a 
teacher.”

“Being a part of this 
transitional period where 
students are about to really 
figure out who they are, what 
they believe, and what they 
want to do with their lives is 
really fun,” Kinne said of the 
First Year Seminar experience 
in particular. 

As an artist himself, 
especially one who didn’t 
intend on pursuing art at 
first, Kinne has a unique 
viewpoint to offer students 
on the definition and purpose 
of art today. While researching 
his thesis for a PhD in history, 

a book on poster-making 
in Apartheid South Africa 
demanded a change of path.

“It blew my mind, just 
this power of art and the 
visual language as a tool of 
resistance,” he said. “And I 
sort of sat there looking at it 
one day and said, ‘You know 
what, I want to be an artist.’”

According to Kinne, his 
journey since has involved 
plenty of experimentation and 
an ever-changing relationship 
with his art, and most of 
the time he’s still trying to 
figure out its meaning. Kinne 
believes that nothing he’s 
created is sacred enough for 
him not to ‘ruin’ it, and that 
art and the way we experience 
it is “shifting.” 

K i n n e  f r e q u e n t l y 
participates in shows in 
Kalamazoo, opening his 
studio for monthly Art Hops 
as best he can. He has also 
participated three times in the 
Western Michigan Area Show 
at the Kalamazoo Institute of 
Art (where he also happens 
to teach), as well as a similar 
show in Lowell. 

At his most recent show, 
which took place Sept. 7 below 
Food Dance, Kinne displayed 
work alongside Marissa Klee-
Peregon, Post Baccalaureate 
Fellow in Art at K. Having 
been studio neighbors at 

the Park Trades Center for 
some time, Kinne and Klee-
Peregon connected over a 
shared interest in minimalism 
and exploring human impact 
in an urban environment. 

The collection Kinne chose 
to exhibit, This is America, is 
comprised of his reworked 
MFA thesis photography, 
which is revived with additions 
of pencil, ink, and paint; it is 
both an examination of his 
relationship with photography 
and of our relationship with 
this time and place.

Kinne hopes the show will 
act as a springboard for further 
collaborative efforts and bring 
the community into what they 
are doing artistically. One 
such collaborative effort is in 
development for “probably-
November,” and should occur 
in “a really dirty industrial 
space, somewhere close to 
the community.”

“Marissa, I and some 
students I have had at K along 
with those she knows from 
the community studios will 
get together and do some sort 
of big collaborative show, 
hopefully with the idea of 
destroying everything at the 
end of the night,” Kinne said. 
“I think they’ll find it kind of 
liberating to make something 
knowing that it’s not going to 
be precious and permanent.”

Words that Warrant Wonder
A Biweekly Poetry Column

By Armina Mkrtchian ‘20

By Emma Toomey

Late Night Rationalizations

learn to love 
the parts of you 

deemed unlovable.

My bad days
are a part of me 
and my human experience
I will begin to look
at my bad days as 
compost critical to 
my wholesomeness.

You’re a tree in a Bob Ross painting.
It makes sense.  I think?
No mistakes.
You’re you.
You’re what he calls a “happy accident”

I read on a sweatshirt that “the future is ours”
Years ago, I would have thought it was anyone else’s
But I feel sweet in a pile of sours
And feeling a bit selfish rather than selfless

You paint me

It makes sense.  I know.

You’re you.

You’re what he calls a “happy accident.”

On the train, I saw a blank wall
It read “love is the source of all hatred”
I think I need to buy Lysol
Because I threw up overthinking what you said

I stay up late at night thinking you’re not real.

I created you.  I think?

But you’re actually you.

No mistakes.

A happy accident.

Hoop House Now Functional

MAREN PROPHIT

DANIEL HORWITZ / THE INDEX



After my early retirement 
from playing softball here at 
K and my entry into NARP-
hood (Non Athletic Regular 
Person), I found I was still 
yearning for an athletic 
passtime. Following a heated 
argument with my physical 
therapist, a breakdown during 
which I cuddled my old 
softball bat, and two entire 
pizzas later, “Emma Versus” 
was born. This column will 
be the LaCroix version of the 
2009 show, “Shaq Versus”— 
just a hint of the real thing. 
For those unfamiliar, just sit 
back, relax, and watch me 
fail wonderfully, epically, and 
hopefully humorously as I 
attempt to take on seasoned 
Kalamazoo College athletes 
in their own sport.

As some readers may 
know, I was an avid cross 
country runner in my youth. 
I loved the thrill of putting 
on my singlet, lacing up my 
spikes, and jumping off the 

starting line to the sound of 
the starter’s gun to chase after 
my opponents with a vicious 
glee. Unfortunately, my hopes 
and dreams of being a lifelong 
runner were dashed during 
my senior year of high school 
when I suffered a severe stress 
fracture just days before I was 
set to compete in the state 
meet.     

Although it’s still a sore 
subject for me, I figured now, 
four years later, was the time 
to return to the sport full force 
to race perhaps the fastest 
woman I’ve ever met, Lauren 
Arquette ‘19. I don’t know 
about you all, but I was feeling 
pretty confident in my skills.

Although Lauren recently 
ran a sub-20 minute 5k at 
the Calvin Knight Invite and 
I recently ran away from 
some problems, I remained 
unperturbed as I sent Lauren 
and her good friend, Hannah 
Hamilton, a text to set up our 
throwdown. They started out 
highballing me a bit, trying to 
get me to run a whole practice 
with the team. I countered 
gracefully with an “absolutely 
not” and we eventually settled 
on a post-practice modified 

interval run.
On an overcast Wednesday 

at 7:30 a.m., I met the team 
in Anderson as they were 
finishing up their morning 
lift. Lauren and I measured 
each other up, gauging our 
competition. Stakes and 
tensions were high as we 
started off on our warm up 
run to Davis Field, the site 
of our race. 

Upon our arrival at the field, 
we walked the course to check 
for any potential danger zones. 
After marking a large hole, 
an unopened can of Coors 
Light, and determining the 
boundaries of the route, we 
found our positions at the 
starting line. 

On Lauren’s mark, we were 
off on a 300 meter dead sprint. 
I did the immature runner 
thing where I followed her 
closely and drafted off of 
her, keeping my breathing 
measured and form strong as I 
took advantage of her position 
in front as a windshield. 
However I quickly realized 
I was out of my league as 
Lauren kept her pace and left 
me huffing and puffing like 
the big bad wolf in her dust. 

My mother didn’t raise no 
quitter though and I bucked 
up, reminding myself of my 
storied past as a runner. I think 
I may have seen a vision of 
my old coach yelling at me to 
keep going, or maybe it was 
a bird. Either way, I dug deep 
and caught up to Lauren near 
the finish line, finishing only 
a step behind her. 

It turns out that not doing 
any running for four years 
may not be the best way to 
beat a seasoned cross country 
runner, but I did learn that 
your body really can do a full 
sprint for a minute if you put 
your mind to it. Long story 
short, the cross country team 
is full of incredibly talented 
and dedicated individuals, 
and I am not meant to be a 
lifelong runner.

So…who’s next? Whoever 
you are, I will find you, and I 
will play you.

Evaluating the first two 
months allowed Hall to 
formulate a vision going 
forward. While the Director 
will never truly be done 
assessing the department, this 
vision is an end-goal she hopes 
to achieve.

“So my vision is simple 
but it’s gonna take a lot of 
work to implement it, and 
that is simply to allow for 
all sides [athletic, academic, 
Kalamazoo community] to 
understand where the other 
parts are coming from. So 
my vision for athletics would 
be to first of all push and 
promote our student athletes 
out into the Kalamazoo 
College community and 
then beyond. So I need and 
want to be shouting from the 
rooftops that 14 of our 18 
programs are academic all-
MIAA champions,” said Hall.

In focusing on the 
community side of athletics, 
Hall hopes to put Kalamazoo 
College back onto the map in 
the Kalamazoo area.

“Being here, some of 
the things I’ve seen is that 
we are in Kalamazoo, but 
we’re surrounded by Western 
Michigan. And I see a lot 
of ‘Broncos’ and ‘Where’s 
Waldo?’ and ‘we found Waldo’ 
and a lot of brown and gold 
around the community and 
I’d love to get some orange 
and black in our community,” 

said Hall.
This shows in the plans 

for non-athletes as well. 
Intramural sports are a 
common pastime on college 
campuses as a way to engage 
non-athletes in an athletic 
environment. For now 
the programs will stay as 
is; however, Hall and the 
Athletic Department will be 
evaluating them for future 
improvements. Athletics are a 
way to bring people together 
and intramural sports bridges 
the gaps between athletes and 
non-athletes alike.

As the year progresses 
and Hall settles in, the high 
K standard will continue to 
ensure the athletes and athletic 
programs’ success here at 
Kalamazoo College and in 
life beyond graduation.

“What I’m experiencing 
is just exactly what I had 
hoped for. I thought they did 
a great job of painting the right 
picture, the honest picture, 
the most vibrant picture, of 
‘here’s what you’re going 
to get, here’s what you need 
to do, here’s how we can 
help support’. As long as I 
always have the support by 
the provost, the president, 
the coaches, the student 
athletes, the campus, I’m very 
comfortable in a place. So 
I hope that this is the place 
where I’ll retire in 20 years,” 
said Hall.

A weekly column in 
pursuit of the elusive 

athletic’ activity

By Emma Eisenbeis

New Athletic Director Sets 
Vision for the Department

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Upcoming 
Home Events

Wednesday, September 26
Men’s Soccer vs. Calvin 5:00 pm
Women’s Volleyball vs. Calvin 7:00 
pm
Women’s Soccer vs. Hope 7:00 pm

Saturday, September 29
Women’s Golf  MIAA Jamboree 
(Kalamazoo) 1:00 pm
Football vs. Adrian 1:00 pm

Tuesday, October 2
Women’s Volleyball vs. Hope 7:00 pm
Women’s Soccer vs. Trine 7:00 pm

Wednesday, October 3
Men’s Soccer vs. Adrian 7:00 pm

Emma Versus
Lauren Arquette

EMMA EISENBEIS / THE INDEX

GRIFFIN CONLEY / THE INDEX

Are You Ready to Rock?
The Index is looking for strong writers, photographers, and designers
to help deliver the news. Email index@kzoo.edu to find out more.
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“Send-It 
Mentality” 

Takes Football 
Team to 5-0

Football boasts a 
flawless record; does 
newfound success 
follow from luck, 

experience, or motto?
By Mathu Jennings

“Just gonna send it!” First 
introduced to the public by  
C a n a d i a n  i n t e r n e t 
phenomenon Larry Enticer, 
this phrase has worked its 
way into contemporary 
American culture. The  
College’s football team, and 
some students at K, live by 
a derivation of this saying 
a bit differently than the 
beer-chugging, snowmobile-
jumping, Canadian clod-
hopper does.

With five consecutive 
wins and not a single loss to 
bear, the Hornets have had a  
fantastic early season. 

Continued on Page 6

Fighting for 
Equitable 

Housing in 
Kalamazoo

Understanding 
homelessness through 

housing policy.

By Ayla Hull

The recent eviction of 
the Bronson Park Freedom 
Encampment, a group 
protesting discriminatory 
city policies against 
homeless people, has drawn 
attention to the larger 
issue of homelessness in  
Kalamazoo.

But homelessness is by no 
means an issue new to the city.

Last year, a total of 4,636 
people in Kalamazoo faced 
homelessness, as reported 
by the Michigan Coalition 
Against Homelessness 
(MCAH) and the Michigan 
State Housing Development 
Authority (MSHDA). 

Continued on Page 2

“This Land is Always. Indigenous. Anti-Capitalist. 
Decolonized. Anishinaabe Waki.”

DANIEL HORWITZ / THE INDEX

ARCUS CENTER FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE LEADERSHIP

Continued on Page 5

Wiisaakodewinini (Métis) artist, Dylan Miner introduces “The Land is Always,” 
an art installation for the Arcus Center for Social Justice Leadership

ARCUS CENTER

Angela Davis and Charlene Carruthers Visit K for Intergenerational Dialogue

By Ethan Tuck 
& Cavan Bonner

Arcus Center 
hosts activists in 

conversation around 
“Black Lives Matter, 

Then and Now!”

Continued on Page 3

Activists Angela Davis and 
Charlene Carruthers spoke to 
a packed Dalton Theater on 
Thursday, September 27 for 
an event entitled, “Black Lives 
Matter, Then and Now!” The 
public event, sponsored by the 
Arcus Center for Social Justice 
Leadership, showcased an 
intergenerational conversation 

between Davis and Carruthers 
about social justice movements 
past and present. 

The event marked Davis’ 
third visit to Kalamazoo 
College’s campus on behalf 
of the Arcus Center. Dr. Lisa 
Brock, the Academic Director 
of the Arcus Center, said that 
she booked the date in early 
2017. “It is always healthy 
and important for elders of 
social movements to be in 
conversation with younger 
ones so that we both can learn 
from each other,” Dr. Brock 
said. Mia Henry, Executive  
Director of the Arcus Center, 
introduced Davis as someone 
who “embodies praxis, and 

what it means to be a lifelong 
educator and activist.” 

Davis is a Distinguished 
Professor Emerita at the 
University of California, Santa 
Cruz and was available to 
sign her most recent work, 
Freedom is a Constant  
Struggle.

Carruthers is the founding 
national director of the Black 
Youth Project 100 (BYP100), 
and was available to sign 
her newly released book, 
Unapologetic: A Black, Queer 
and Feminist Mandate for 
Radical Movements.

MADISON TRIPLETT
Angela Davis (center) together with Dr. Lisa Brock (left) and Charlene Carruthers (right). 

Improved Turnout for 2018-19 Student Gov. Elections 
STUDENT LIFE

Student participation 
in KCCSR and SFB 
elections improves 
from 31% to 39%

By Cavan Bonner

Continued on Page 2
CAVAN BONNER / THE INDEX

Student voter turnout for the KCCSR and SFB elections grew 26% in 2018.

Approximately 39% of the 
College’s student body turned 
out to vote in elections held 
September 19 for seats on the 
Kalamazoo College Council 
of Student Representatives 
(KCCSR) and the Student 
Funding Board (SFB). 

According to statistics 
provided by the Associate 
Dean of Students, Brian 
Dietz, 442 of 1,436 students 
voted in the previous election, 
compared to 570 of 1,467 
students. These numbers 
are notable in terms of 
the national average voter 
turnout in student government 
elections, which recent studies 
have estimated to be close to 
seventeen percent of eligible 
students. 

Key to high turnout was a 

voting system that allowed 
students to vote online or 
in person at Hicks Center. 
Last year saw the debut of a 
custom online voting program 
developed by the College’s 
Information Services 
department. 

“They did a great job  
creating a system which 
met the needs of both SFB 
and KCCSR, and one which 
provides a secure system in 
which voters and candidates 
can have confidence in fair 

elections,” Dietz said. 
Dietz said that one of the 

main improvements made to 
the elections this year was 
extending the voting hours 
to 9:00 pm, which made the 
polls open for a total of 12 
hours. “This was especially 
beneficial to help ensure  
students participating in  
athletic practices, labs, or 
other afternoon commitments 
had time to vote,” Dietz said. 

You’re Invited! Join us on Mondays at 4:30 p.m. @ The Index Office in Hicks.

Find us online at www.thekzooindex.com or index@kzoo.edu



CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Photo of the Week: Angela Davis (pictured) holds talk and book signing together with Charlene Carruthers in the  Light Fine Arts Building. MADISON TRIPLETT

IMF Warns of Trade 
War Consequences
The International Monetary 
Fund cut 2019 growth 
forecasts for China and the 
United States, citing this 
year’s tariff war between the 
two economic superpowers.

National News

Students had a week to 
submit their applications 
for KCCSR or SFB, from 
September 10 to 16. During 
that period two information  
sessions were hosted. 

On September 23, KCCSR 
gathered to seat representatives 
on various committees. 
One of the primary roles of 
KCCSR is to sit on faculty 
and Board of Trustee  
commi t t ees .  “These 
committees are how much 
of the work of the college gets 
done, so having student input 
into the opportunities, policies, 
and services of the college is  
important, and having students 
on those committees helps 
keep K focused on student 
needs,” Dietz said. 

Students sitting on a faculty 
committee share one vote, 
while students on a Board of 
Trustees do not have a vote. 
KCCSR also has internal  
committees responsible 
for planning events such 
as DOGL. All current  
committee assignments are 
listed in this issue. Italicized 
names represent external  
committee chairs, who are  
responsible for communicating 
r e l e v a n t  c o m m i t t e e  
business back to KCCSR. 

KCCSR’s internal Board 
was also seated, with Emma 
Eisenbeis ‘19 as Council 
Chair, Ian Freshwater ‘19 as 
Council Coordinator, Sage 
Ringsmuth ‘21 as Secretary, 
and Nick Klepser ‘21 as  
Treasurer.

Gabrielle Obiya, a local 
poet and co-founder of the 
incarceration activism group 
Humans Beyond Boxes, set 
the tone for the discussion by 
sharing a poem reflecting on 
her personal experiences with 
the criminal justice system.

Dr. Lisa Brock, Academic 
Director of the Arcus Center, 
moderated the discussion with 
Davis and Carruthers. Dr. 
Brock began the discussion by 
asking the speakers to reflect 
on the origins of the Black 
Lives Matter movement, and 
the meaning of the movement 
in the present. 

Davis reminded the 
audience that “We may have 

to wait 10, 20, 30, 40, 50 
years to see the fruit of our 
work.” Looking towards the 
future, Carruthers argued for 
the importance of “40, 50 
year strategies” in addition 
of responsive activism. 

The discussion also touched 
upon the role of black women 
in activism. “We don’t point 
to black women just because 
we like black women, there 
is actually a more structural 
reason for the leadership of 
black women,” Davis said. 
“When black women fight 
back, it’s about transforming of 
the structures of oppression.” 
Echoing this point, Carruthers 
said, “When we do work as 
black feminists, it ain’t just 
for us… it’s for everyone.”

Dr. Brock also prompted 

Elections

Angela Davis

Davis and Carruthers to share 
their thoughts on the situation 
in Palestine. “There is a 
kinship, and kinship always 
comes through struggle,” 
Davis said, recalling a long 
history of solidarity with 
the Palestinian people. That 
solidarity began, Davis shared, 
when “I learned Palestinian 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Attendees queue for book signing opportunties with Davis and Carruthers.

The Center for Career and 
Professional Development’s 
(CCPD) latest K Trek will 
take students to visit Steelcase 
on October 19, the College’s 
Fall Break Day. Steelcase  
specializes in creating 
workplace furniture and  
environments that are  
grounded in current research. 

The K Trek program started 
with the multi-day K to the 
Bay program in December 
2014. The one-day K Trek 
was a more recent addition, 
which started with a trip to 
Kellogg in February 2017. 
This year, the lineup will 
include trips to Bell’s Brewery,  
Washington, D.C., and Detroit. 

In a previous visit, 
CCPD Assistant Director 
Sylvester found Steelcase to 
be a unique and innovative 
work environment. “Their 
diverse and innovative 
working spaces shy away 
from traditional closed 
offices and instead allows  
employees the flexibility to 

work in various spaces around 
the campus on a daily basis,” 
Sylvester said. Steelcase also  
provides on-site staff that 
provide medical care, mental 
health care, massages, and 
nutritional guidance. Career 
coaches are also available 
to help employees plan for 
their next professional steps, 
both within and outside of the 
company.

“I think seeing things 
like this first hand allows  
students to begin to think about 
what is important to them in  
organizations they are looking 
to find careers with after  
graduation,” Sylvester said. 

If K students are enticed 
by the non-traditional work 
spaces and amenities that 
Steelcase has to offer, they 
are in luck. Steelcase has 
paid summer and year-round  
internships. “The summer 
internships allow for a wide 
variety of opportunities which 
can include working for  
multiple teams during the 
12 weeks and being able to 
see how different parts of the 
business function,” Sylvester 
said. 

These opportunities can be 
found on Handshake or on the 
Steelcase website.

Kavanaugh Confirmed 
with 50-48 Senate Vote
Brett Kavanaugh was sworn in 
as the Supreme Court’s newest 
Associate Justice. This follows 
the Senate hearing in response 
to allegations of sexual assault 
and FBI investigation..

Voyager 2 to Soon 
Exit Solar System
Instrumentation readings 
from Voyager 2, launched in 
1977, indicate that the space 
probe could be the second-
ever manmade object to leave 
the solar system.

Bulgarian Journalist 
Raped, Murdered
Bulgarian authorities found 
journalist Victoria Marinova, 
who had reported on alleged 
EU corruption, raped and 
beaten to death. It is unclear 
if this is related to her work. 

UN Issues Climate 
Change Warning
A new report issued by the 
United Nations urges world 
powers to rein in rising global 
temperatures. Experts warn 
that the planet has only until 
2030 to stem catastrophe.

World News

CCPD Introduces New K 
Trek to Steelcase Furniture

CAREER

Students will visit the 
innovative workplace 

design firm during Fall 
Break Day

By Cavan Bonner

solidarity from my Jewish 
classmates at Brandeis.”

A recent trip to Palestine 
brought back memories from 
Davis’ childhood. “When I 
experienced the military 
presence… the checkpoints… 
I felt that we had not done 
the work of conveying this to 
people in this country. There 

is a whole network of racism 
that is administered. It took 
me back to my childhood in 
Birmingham, Alabama. With 
Palestine, you really see how 
ideology works, that it makes 
people blind.” 

Davis and Carruthers 
also shared their reactions 
to the Senate hearings for 
Supreme Court nominee Brett 
Kavanaugh and Dr. Christine 
Blasey Ford that had occurred 
earlier that day. 

For those who could 
not attend, the ACJSL live 
streamed the event. Davis also 
visited Western Michigan’s 
campus for a panel discussion 
regarding activism and art 
with artists Maria Gaspar 
and Tyanna Buie on Friday, 
September 28.

STUDENT LIFE

G-1 Leadership Development Program 
for First-Generation Students’ Success

THE INDEX

We, the Index staff, produce this pub-
lication to accomplish the following 
goals: The Index will serve as a means 
of communication between students, 
administrators and members of the 
community.  We will respect all opinions 
and present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although we 
are a staff comprised solely of unpaid 
student members, we will strive to 
make The Index accurate and truthful to 
adhere to all standards of professional 
journalism.  We recognize and respect 
the privileges given to us under the First 
Amendment, including the freedoms 
of speech and of the press. The Index 
is a form of editorial expression and 
we, the staff have the authority to make 
our own content decisions.  We will 
provide a sounding board for the campus 
community; therefore the opinions 
expressed in by-lines, opinion articles 
and letters should not be considered 
to be the opinions of the newspaper 
staff as a whole.

Staff Photographer..........Daniel Horwitz
Copy Editor.............Emily Boyle

Co-Editor-in-Chief..........Andrew Parsons
Co-Editor-in-Chief..............Meredith Ashton
News Editor....................Cavan Bonner
Features Editor................Emma Theiss 
Arts Editor............Sharmeen Chauhdry
Opinions Editor.........Amelia Donohoe
Sports Editor.........Griffin Conley

The Index encourages reader response 
in the form of letters to the editor.  
The Index reserves the right to edit 
for clarity, length, grammar and libel.  
Also reserved is the right to not print 
letters to the editor. Signed letters are 
preferred, but unsigned letters dealing 
with sensitive issues will be accepted 
and printed at the discretion of the 
editorial board.  Letters should be 
submitted via email by midnight on 
the Sunday before the issue in which 
they are to appear.  Please contact the 
Index with any further issues, comments 
or inquiries.  Please keep letters under 
300 words.

Intercultural 
Student Life and 
Center for Career 
and Professional 

Development 
introduce program to 

foster G-1 success
By Krystal Alvarado

The G-1 Leadership 
Development program will 
utilize resources across 
two campus bodies, the 
Center for Career and 
Professional Development 
(CCPD) and  Intercultural 
Student Life (ISL), to better 
engage first-generation  
students at Kalamazoo 
College. 

The new program  
recognizes that it can be  
difficult for first generation 
students to find the answers to 
what may seem like obvious 
questions, or to attain valuable 
professional experiences. G-1 
hopes to enhance student’s skill 
development, professional 
development, relationship 
building, cultural navigation, 
and identity development. 

Biweekly meetings are held 
in the Intercultural Center in 
Hicks from 4:30-5:30 p.m. 

to track individual plans and 
answer any questions. At these 
meetings, students are matched 
up with an Alumni Success 
Partner or a first generation 
graduate with a similar course 
of study, with the hope that 
these connections could lead 
to future conferences or job 
shadowing.

Another concept discussed 
at biweekly meetings is  
building professional and 
alumni networks through 
the CCPD. G-1’s vision 
is to give students an 
understanding of their field’s  
cultural practices through 
alumni, and to understand  
the institutional culture at 
the College with the help of 
faculty and staff. Another 
program goal is to help  
students “understand the role 
of identity and positionality 
in leadership development,” 

according to the program’s 
literature. 

The program also 
builds off of prior campus  
programming, such as the IC’s 
Food for the Soul program, 
which will now coordinate a 
monthly G-1 dinner learning 
series with presentations and 
trainings geared towards first 
generation college students. 

WISR,  an  on l ine  
community discussion board, 
will be used as a resource for 
all students to communicate 
with alumni, creating an 
online community for first  
generation students. 

This is the first year for 
G-1, impacting current and 
future students at K college 
in hopes that after graduation 
current students will become 
a part of the Alumni Success 
Partners.

See more on
thekzooindex.com

Email us at 
index@kzoo.edu



In a city of almost 
76,000, that number equals 
approximately 6% of the total 
population. Of those 4,636 
people, 2,233 were deemed 
to be “at imminent risk of 
homelessness” and 2,403 
“literally homeless.” 

The  s ame  r epo r t 
found that homelessness 
disproportionately affected 
African Americans, with 60% 
of respondents identifying 
as Black, 36% White, 1.5% 
American Indian/Alaskan 
Native, and less than 1% 
combined other races. 6% 
identified as Hispanic/Latino. 

Although numbers of 
homelessness in Kalamazoo 
have generally decreased since 
2013, with the exception of 
unaccompanied youth, the 
issue remains a prevalent one.

Understanding Housing 
Disparities

Social worker Dusty 
Jepkema is all too familiar 
with the correlation between 
homelessness and inequitable 
housing policy.

This summer, Jepkema 
was hired by the Government 
Alliance on Race and Equity 
(GARE) to investigate 
housing and racial equity in 
Kalamazoo. His work is part 
of the City’s Assessment of 
Fair Housing.

Using data gathered through 
surveys and focus groups, 
Jepkema will write a plan 
that identifies barriers to 
equitable housing and puts 
forth recommendations for 
more just policies. 

The project  i s  a 
collaboration between the 
City of Kalamazoo, the Fair 
Housing Center of Southwest 
Michigan, Interfaith Strategy 
for Advocacy & Action in 
the Community (ISAAC), 
Kalamazoo Community 
Foundation (KCF), and 
Michigan Department of 

Civil Rights (MDCR). While 
Jepkema’s work did not begin 
in response to the events in 
and around Bronson Park, his 
work will have a long-term 
impact on all populations in 
Kalamazoo, including people 
who are homeless. 

“Part of my work is to look 
at racial equity and equity 
across identities,” Jepkema 
explained. “In every situation 
there are at least two parties 
[and] one party holds more 
power than the other.” In 
the case of the Freedom 
Encampment, he concluded, 
“the City holds more power.”

Part of the challenge is 
undoing policies that support 
the abuse of power.

The issues around Bronson 
Park, he explained, arose 
last Spring when the City 
decided to decriminalize many 
of its existing ordinances. 
“Currently, there are many 
parks ordinances that are 
already criminalized with 
misdemeanors, so the City 
[decided] to do this work of 
decriminalizing and turning 
them into civil infractions 
so people won’t be jailed for 
that.” 

However, in the process, 
the City rewrote many of the 
policies. In the case of city 
park rules, the new proposal 
increased certain civil 
infractions. Many of these 

changes “disproportionately 
affected homeless people,” 
Jepkema noted, “especially 
when we talk about sleeping 
in a park.”

Barriers to Equal Access

Within Jepkema’s research, 
policies around equal access 
necessarily include racial 
barriers to housing.

Jepkema emphasized one 
barrier in particular: the mass 
incarceration system. While 
landlords are not legally 
allowed to reject tenants 
for their criminal history, 
discrimination often still 
occurs. 

“There are a lot of people 
who have issues, especially 
in Kalamazoo, who have 
had convictions, which 
disproportionately impacts 
black and brown folks because 
they’re incarcerated at much 
higher rates,” Jepkema 
explained. “If they get out 
of prison and then apply for 
housing and a landlord does 
not accept them because of 
their criminal history or their 
convictions, that becomes a 
disparate impact. It impacts 
black and brown people more 
than it impacts white people.”

Moreover, the services that 
do exist for the homeless 
population are all religiously 
affiliated, which may alienate 

K Student Spearheads 
Fight Against Michigan’s 

Curriculum Changes

STUDENT INITIATIVE

Junior Destiné Price 
works against proposed 

curricular standards 
she sees as harmful to 

the community

By Sydney 
Rotigel-Finegan

Dest iné Pr ice  ‘20  
commands the attention 
of an intimate group of  
activists, educators, and  
concerned citizens. The 
small room at the Kalamazoo  

Community Foundation is 
comfortably furnished, with 
guests seated in a circle of 
sorts. One table is laden with 
fruit platters and pretzels, 
though the attendees have 
largely abandoned half-eaten 
plates in favor of intense focus 
and discussion. Price stands 
at the front, scrolling through 
pages of complex curriculum 
jargon on the projector, 
pausing to analyze a changed 
word here or a removed phrase 
there. She asks what stands out 
to her audience, then listens 

International Student Profile: Leo Hoerter
PERSEPCTIVE

A French perspective 
on student life at 

Kalamazoo College

By Daniel Horwitz

Homelessness
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

some. “Why is our only large 
homeless shelter religiously 
affiliated?” questioned 
Jepkema. “Whether it 
intentionally turns people 
away or not, that’s what’s 
happening.”

The shelter that Jepkema is 
referring to, the Kalamazoo 
Gospel Mission, has “not 
always had a good reputation” 
in his experience. 

This opinion is not shared 
by Jepkema alone. While in 
Bronson Park, members of 
the Freedom Encampment 
described the shelter as 
overcrowded and dirty, known 
for having bed bugs and 
other health hazards. Some 
even criticized the shelter 
for discriminatory practices, 
such as turning away members 
of the LGBTQ community 
and individuals with medical 
conditions.

It comes as no surprise 
that one of the demands of 
the Freedom Encampment is 
“an immediate and thorough 
investigation of the alleged 
abuses occurring on site at the 
Kalamazoo Gospel Mission.” 

Standing in Bronson Park, 
encampment attorney Denise 
Heberle frustratedly described 
the Gospel Mission as the 
reason that the City claims 
no obligation to the homeless 
population. She criticized the 
shelter for being “private,” 

“unregulated,” and having 
“a reputation for terrible 
conditions.”

Both Jepkema and the 
Freedom Encampment have 
expressed hope that the City 
will create a secular shelter 
in the future. 

“Even just being affiliated 
with a religious body makes 
some people uncomfortable,” 
Jepkema said. “It makes other 
people more comfortable. The 
question is: how do we create a 
system that serves all people?”

An Equitable Approach to 
Policy

Jepkema’s main argument 
for equitable policy-making? 
“Equity lens” training. 

Even with the best of 
intentions, cities can often 
write policies, like the ones 
prompting the Bronson Park 
Freedom Encampment, whose 
language disproportionately 
affects certain populations.

“I would like the City 
Commissioners, the Manager’s 
office, and the Attorney’s 
Office to go through equity 
training,” Jepkema suggested. 
“Some sort of equitable 
understanding training to start 
developing that lens and that 
knowledge.” 

This type of training begins 
to combat systemic power 
structures like racism, sexism, 

homophobia or xenophobia, 
he explained. “Had the City 
Attorney’s Office or the 
Commission or the City 
Manager’s Office read or 
written any of those policies 
with an equity lens, they 
would [recognize that] the 
way it’s written could create a 
disparate impact for homeless 
people.”

Jepkema’s proposal is due 
in February, at which time 
the City will decide how to 
proceed.

Community Engagement 
on Campus

This quarter, The Index 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 
Sharmeen Chaudhry ‘20 is 
partnering with Jepkema in 
an independent study. 

As an anthropology/
sociology major, Chaudhry 
became involved in 
the project through Dr. 
Kiran Cunningham’s  
Research for Social Change 
class. Now, Chaudhry is 
responsible for analyzing 
Jepkema’s data, which she 
plans to make the focus of her 
Senior Individualized Project 
next year.

Although Chaudhry was 
required to engage with the 
community, she noted that 
not all departments encourage 
students to step off campus.

Furthermore, she described 
a larger institutional rhetoric 
that can discourage students 
from even engaging with the 
community on a day-to-day 
basis. Chaudhry explained 
that as a First-Year, she was 
told not to go outside at night 
“because of the homeless 
people”.

“I guess it’s just a matter of 
how you’ve been socialized,” 
she concluded. “As an 
institution, we need to break 
that because Kalamazoo 
was here before Kalamazoo 
College. This land was here 
before K College… The 
school could definitely do 
certain things to change the 
culture on campus about that.”

intently before responding 
with her own experiences. 

News of the curriculum 
changes broke in early June, 
when the newsite Bridge 
outlined Republican State 
Senator and Gubernatorial 
candidate Patrick Colbeck’s 
involvement in drafting an 
update on the 2007 standards.

“When I saw it I was like 
‘why is this happening?’” 
Price said about the curricular 
changes. “I was just  
immediately upset and 
wanting to know more.” 

Price explained that many 
of the conservative politician’s 
suggestions have made their 
way into the proposed 2018 
curriculum shift, and include 
such erasures as: references 
to the National Association 
for the Advancement of 

Colored People (NAACP), 
the LGBTQ community, Roe 
v. Wade, climate change, 
and specific references to 
individual minority groups  
(immigrants, people with  
disabilities, etc). Most  
mentions of “democracy” 
have been replaced with  
“constitutional republic,” and 
“democratic values” with 
“core values.”

Though Price acknowledges 
t h e  c h a n g e s  h a v e  
received some support for 
their streamlining of the  
curriculum in pursuit 
of higher test scores, 
she deems the methods  
politically skewed and a 
danger to the education youth 
deserve. 

SYDNEY ROTIGEL-FINEGAN / THE INDEX

Destiné Price ‘20 speaks at the Kalamazoo Community Foundation. Continued on Page 6

2017 ANNUAL COUNT / MCAH/MSHDA

Annual number of people who are homeless in Kalamazoo, from 2013-2017.

D e g r e e - s e e k i n g 
international students, hailing 
from 28 different countries, 
comprise 8% of Kalamazoo 
College’s study body. K is also 
host to visiting international 
students, who attend the 
College for one year to take 
classes and work as teaching 
assistants in different language 
departments.

Leo Hoerter is one of 
these students here for the 
2018-2019 academic year. 
His home university is the  
Political Science Institute in 
Strasbourg, France, where he 

is in his 3rd year with plans to 
ultimately earn his master’s 
degree. Hoerter has spent 
the first several weeks at K  
adjusting to student life in the 
United States and teaching 
French language labs.

One of the biggest 
differences for him is the 
number of extracurricular  
opportunities. So far, Hoerter 
is most interested in Model 
United Nations, which he says 
he has also tried in France. 
“It was all in French,” he 
noted, “so now it’s a bit of a  
challenge to do it in English.” 
He hopes to attend ChoMUN, 
University of Chicago’s 
springtime conference.

Hoerter was also surprised 
by the amount of reading 
assigned in the political 

science department. “Often 
French students think that at  
American universities you 
don’t have to work at all, 
that you sort of ‘buy your 
diploma.’ That’s not true,” 
he added, laughing. He said 
that he is impressed by the 
openness and kindness of his  
professors here.

Despite the positive 
aspects of life in the U.S., 
Hoerter still misses French 
cuisine, lamenting the  
unavailability of “real”  
c roissants .  He has , 
however, discovered a few  
American delights, such as 
root beer and peanut butter. 
Although root beer is often 
wildly unpopular with  
European students, Hoerter 

Continued on Page 6

Natalie Thompson
HUMANS OF K

From food justice 
to algorithm 

accountability
By Dominic 

Rascon-Powell
Natalie Thompson ‘19 is 

a double major in political 
science and mathematics from 
Holland, Michigan. Thompson 
has been involved with the Just 
Food Collective on campus for 
two years. The organization 
works to raise awareness of 
food justice on campus. 

Thompson is also interested 
in media and communication 
t e c h n o l o g i e s .  S h e  
mentions how anyone can be 
a journalist now; anyone can 
just post what they want on 
any platform of social media.  
Thompson mentions how 

these daily events have 
created a fundamental mistrust  
surrounding the truth in news 
and media.

One aspect of food justice 
that Thompson works a lot 
with are food deserts, and 
mentions how there are many 
racial political issues behind 
them. According to the Center 
for Disease of Control, a food 
desert is defined as:

“Areas that lack access to 
affordable fruits, vegetables, 
whole grains, low-fat milk, 
and other foods that make up 
a full and healthy diet. Many 
Americans living in rural,  
minority, or low-income areas 
are subjected to food deserts 
and may be unable to access 
affordable, healthy foods, 
leaving their diets lacking 

essential nutrients.”
Thompson shares a  

solution for food deserts that 
is simple. “Know how to grow 
your own food, so that there 
is a level of indepence. Take 
charge of your own life, even 
if its growing a tomato plant 
outside your house,” she said. 
Thompson acknowledges that 
even as an advocate for food 
justice, she struggles with 
sticking to those practices.  
“One of the hard things about 
the food industry is that it is 
so hard to extricate yourself 
from it,” said Thompson. 
Albeit she hates shopping at 
Meijer, she occasionally has 
to go; other times she shops 
at local orchards. 

Although Thompson’s 

Continued on Page 6
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Unspectaculars 2: A Review of Incredibles 2
REVIEW

By Merrick Richardson

Disney sequel to 
animated film fails to 

live up to expectations, 
substituting plot lines 

for cheap laughs

A good sequel builds upon 
the quality of its predecessor, 
and lives up to the standards 
that its predecessor set. The 
Incredibles, released in 
2004, was another feather 
in Pixar’s already stuffed 
cap. Lavished in awards and 
nominations, the film changed 
how children’s and superhero 
movies are approached by 
tackling tangible middle 
American experiences.

The Incredibles is a satire 
surrounding the struggles of 
middle age: a story about a 
family whose father longs 
for his glory days, and a 
mother who is at her wits 
end taking care of a family 
in which her husband is only  
distantly involved. The plot 
is brilliant; Mr. Incredible  
receives a secret message 
from the alluring Mirage, who 
offers him a chance to relive 
his golden years. 

This amounts to a 

Art vs. Craft: The Originality Deficit
ARTPRIZE

By Faith Faber

ArtPrize isn’t your local 
craft show. ArtPrize 
isn’t a playground. 

Serious applicants need 
only apply.

It’s a nightmare in Grand 
Rapids during ArtPrize. 
An inexplicable amount of 
cars and people descend 
on the city, cluttering the 
streets and sidewalks of the 
already heavily populated 
metropolitan area. Artists 
display their pieces along 
the streets and within various 
shops and grand hotels. Art 
enthusiasts, school groups and 
really any citizens looking for 
something to do, begin to feast 
their eyes on the “amazing” 
pieces that are sure to await 
them. 

This all sounds great in 
reality, but, as someone who 
has grown up in the midst of 
this annual event, I know it 
isn’t as great as it once was. 
No, it isn’t the fact that I had 
to leave for work an hour early 
in order to weave through the 
city to my workplace, and it 
isn’t the fact that my school 
made us go on a field trip to 
experience it every year. It’s 
the art itself. 

Art is a beautiful thing. It 
can make you feel all types 
of emotions. It can make you 
stop and think, and it can 
make you stare in awe at a 
compilation of paint smears 
and complicated strokes 
because you can’t even fathom 
that a human being actually 
created it. Art is something 
original and admirable. But 
sometimes “art” can make 
you feel like you just wasted 
a couple minutes of your 
life looking at a “craft”—
something the kid you babysat 
could have wrangled together 
in a couple hours while sitting 
in front of Trolls for the 32nd 
time. So what is the difference 
between a craft and art? 

I guess those annual 
field trips really did end 
up conditioning me to visit 
ArtPrize every year, because I 
went home to check it out this 
last weekend. I was amazed by 
some pieces. Thought-through 
ideas and layered meaning 
paired with delectable art 
that showcased the skill and 
intelligence of the artist. But 
some of the “art” made me 
wish it had been swallowed 
up by the Grand River. One 
piece consisted of a large 
paper airplane suspended 
above a marked off space 
where people could each 
throw a note with one of their 
dreams written on it. I found 
this piece quarantined to an 
alcove in the local Bigby chain 
downtown. To me, this was a 
craft. A paper airplane is a pre-
existing design and therefore 
not original. The artist’s 
statement about ‘following 
your dreams’ did not help 
salvage the unimaginative 
project, which anybody could 
have replicated at their school. 
This piece was not alone. 

Similarly, last year there was 
a window that boasted paper 
mache flowers paired with a 
vague artist’s statement. The 
lack of creativity in this had 
disappointed me too. 

A craft is something that 
can be replicated, something 
your RAs invite you down to 
the lobby to create for your 
door. It may be beautiful, but 
it isn’t something you’d cheer 
too loudly about. It doesn’t 
require meaning, or an artist’s 
statement, but solely skill in 
working from a preexisting 
template.

Now maybe I am a 
traditionalist, but I think 
this whole “art” thing might 
be getting out of hand. Do 
whatever makes you happy, 
but next time you see or go 
to create a piece of art, ask 
yourself if it’s actually a craft. 
Personally, I don’t think a 
craft belongs in a world-
renowned, public art gallery 
such as ArtPrize. ArtPrize isn’t 
your local craft show. ArtPrize 
isn’t your playground. Serious 
applicants need only apply.

light-hearted jab at a  
cheating husband who runs 
away with a mysterious 
woman, risking his loving 
family to re-capture some 
sense of his youth. For the 
time the animation was  
industry shaking; the humor 
was beautifully timed, with 
some jokes set up scenes in 
advance, as to expertly inform 
a later punchline. 

And Incredibles 2?  
Unsurprisingly, in 14 years  
animation has moved 
ahead, and Incredibles 2  
demonstrates this with  
beautifully rendered 70’s  
aesthetics and improved 
character models. And that 
is about it; everything else in 
this movie takes a nosedive 
from its predecessor. 

The jokes lack any sense 
of timing or thought; the 
only recurring joke involves 
Jack Jack randomly using 
his powers to create turmoil 
for the family. The main plot  
involves Mrs. Incredible’s 
difficulties as Elastigirl when 
again donning her super 
suit, while Mr. Incredible 
struggles with domestic 
duties on the sideline—a jab 
at the buffoonish Dad who 

learns a lesson about trials 
of parenting. 

This trope falls flat on its 
face. Mr. Incredible transforms 
from a selfish yet lovable 
father into a pig-headed rage 
machine, who at every turn 
lashes out at the family he 
tried so hard to win back. The 
villain, Evelyn Deavor, acts 
and plots without any sense of 
logic or forethought, despite 
the character being depicted 
as some kind of super genius. 

Finally, the twist is so 
heavily foreshadowed it is 
like getting smacked in the 
face with a bat labeled “plot-
device.” All this adds up to 
a predictable 125 minutes 
that made me glad I didn’t  
purchase the movie. 

Instead of a great sequel 
with enough depth and 
warmth for an after-movie 
group hug, Incredibles 2 is 
a trademark Disney film: a 
saccharine, dumbed-down,  
nonsensical, slapstick, cash 
grab that eschews any sense 
of quality in order to capitalize 
on nostalgia. It is entertaining, 
and if none of this bothers 
you, then by all means go see  
Incredibles 2. I just wouldn’t 
pay for it.
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Glass Blowing at Art Hop Warms Visitors During Cold October Nights

By Rachel Frank

Talented artisans 
share their craft 
with Kalamazoo 

Community visitors 

Kalamazoo’s monthly 
Art Hop took place this 
past Friday and brought 
along creative expression 
in every color, shape, and 
even temperature. Glass Art 
Kalamazoo delighted a curious 
audience with an up close 
and personal view of a live 
glass-blowing demonstration, 
carefully molding and shaping 
the glass in a fiery scene that 
quickly warmed up spectators 
as they came inside from the 
rainy Kalamazoo streets. Glass 
Art Kalamazoo also provided 
a glass-art activity for guests 
of all ages who wanted to 
experience a more hands-on 
approach. 

Some new faces appeared 
at Park Trade Center, like 
that of Drew Smith from 
Focus Gallery, a Virginia-
based photographer who 
recently moved to Kalamazoo 
from Frankfort, Michigan. 
Smith’s collection of stunning, 

high-definition landscape 
photography covered the walls 
in Park Trades Center with 
a beautiful array of scenes 
and colors. 

Alongside community 
members, K College’s 
Advanced Studio Art Class 
also showed a collection 
titled Human Adjacency V: 
Conclave which feature the 
work of Austin Ickes, Mia 
Orlando, Qynce B. Chumley, 
Caleb Patton, and Maren 
Prophit. 

Among intricate portraits 
and paintings, a few members 

of the studio art class presented 
pieces constructed in less 
conventional mediums. 

Austin Ickes broke away 
from the pack of painters 
and chose to work with 
cardboard, with two pieces 
aptly titled Figure B. (As yet 
to be blamed) and Figure A. 
(As yet unnamed). In the 
statement for Figure B the 
artist writes, “My work seeks 
to investigate this tenuous 
space between moments 
of clarity and obscurity by 
perpetuating confusion and 
uneasiness. I pursue these 

Artist of the Week: 
Jennie Kwon

A weekly column 
showcasing artists at K

By Sharmeen Chauhdry

For Jennie, art is resistance, 
representation, and relation. 
Whether she is tattooing, 
painting, or taking photos, 
Jennie finds herself relating 
to the world around her more 
than before she began. As a 
Korean-American womxn, 
she finds it difficult to find 
representation within the art 
world, especially within art 
taught in academia. Therefore, 
she creates art that can be 
relatable to other womxn, 
and Korean-Americans. 
Furthermore, she resists by 
existing as a genderfluid, 
Korean-American, womxn, 
artist in an academia that 
exalts white men.

Jennie studies Art and Art 
History at K, and is a part of 
Asian Pacific Islander Student 
Association and WJMD 
Radio.

Connect with Jennie via 
email at: jenniekwonart@
gmail.com, her website: 

Art Major 
Profiles:

Gaby 
Cordova

By McKenzi Baker

Gaby C. Cordova ‘19, an art 
minor at Kalamazoo College 
has loved art for as long as she 
can remember. Her inspiration, 
she reminisces, is drawn from 
her mother. 

“[My mom] was the one 
who taught me how to draw 
and I continued it throughout 
middle school where I learned 
how to paint.” 

After not being able to 
fit painting classes into her 
busy schedule, she took up 
ceramics as well as various 
other mediums such as analog 
photography and sculpting. 
Cordova recalled challenges 
within her artistic journey 
and how “[Her] first sculpture 
product had to be made out 
of paper and wire and had to 
be three feet tall and wide,” 
teaching her how physically 
gruelling art can be, after her 
whole arm was sore and she 
had scratches on her hand 
from shaping the clay. 

    Despite her difficult art 
classes, Cordova believes that 
the hard work is worth it. 
She also finds art classes to 
be more fun as they involve 
physically participating in 
something, whereas other 
classes are reduced to 
sitting through lectures or 
commenting in discussions. 
Her long hours spent in an 
art studio outside of class 
are well worth it when she 
completes a project, feeling 
accomplishment and pride. 

If one is considering 
going into an art related field 
Cordova suggests they take a 
class in a medium they may be 
interested in and try it out to 
see how they feel about it. One 
class she suggests is Analog 
Photography, among the most 
enjoyable art classes she has 
taken while at K. She also 
suggests an art history course 
because it has significantly 
helped her to better understand 
and analyze the subject. 

Before attending K, Gaby 
knew she wanted to minor 
in art because of her past 
experiences with drawing 
and painting throughout her 
childhood; however, she 
planned to focus on painting 
and drawing. Even though 
Gaby’s dream job in an art 
related field is still to be a 
painter she’s glad she had the 
opportunity to try out different 
mediums of art to broaden her 
artistic viewpoint.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

This Land is Always. 
Indigenous. Anti-Capitalist. 
Decolonized. Anishinaabe 
Waki.

Banners with the latter 
are now gracing the walls 
of the Arcus Center of 
Social Justice Leadership 
for a year-long installation 
celebrating the land on which 
Kalamazoo College sits, and 
its Anishinaabe history. Dylan 
Miner, a Wiisaakodewinini 
(Métis), Associate Professor 
at Michigan State University, 
specially designed this 
installation for the Arcus 
Center, anticipating this year’s 
Without Borders Conference, 

From Language, Through History, For the Land

By Sharmeen Chauhdry
“Toward a Futureland.” 
Métis is another name for 
the Wiisaakodewinini people, 
which is an indigenous nation 
that traces its roots in First 
Nation peoples and settlers. 

The series of banners 
display phrases from an 
oratory in resistance to the 
Saginaw Treaty of 1819, as 
well as images of plants, all 
of which are either medicinal 
or edible.

Miner draws his inspiration 
for the piece from language 
and the entwining of history 
and the future.

“I like language, I like 
playing with language, I 
like learning language,” 
Miner said, moving on to 
explain the Ojibwe word, 

“aanikoobijigan,” which 
simultaneously references 
one’s great grandmother and 
great granddaughter.

Similarly, “The Land is 
Always” combines current 
social struggles with age-old 
words of wisdom and 
resistance. Even the banners 
themselves are made to 
represent those one might 
see in social protests.

“Our histories and 
futurities are simultaneously 
and fundamentally linked 
together,” said Miner, his 
art urging against the notion 
that the past is something left 
behind.

Miner discussed the 
importance of removing 
price tags from most of his 

work as well, highlighting the 
“Anti-Capitalist,” banner’s 
sentiment. He puts much of 
his work online for free, for 
any use apart from making 
money. More of his work 
can be viewed at justseeds.
org. The installation was also 
included in Friday’s Art Hop 
as a free stop at the Arcus 
Center.

The new installation calls 
to rememberance an often 
forgotten past, and lets it serve 
as motivation to work toward a 
more just future. For students 
at Kalamazoo College, it is 
also a humble reminder that 
this land belongs to peoples 
pushed out, and that the work 
to respect and uphold their 
history remains.

states, not to inspire dread or 
discomfort, but so that we may 
be confronted with them.” 

Qynce B. Chumley also 
took the road less traveled 
with their “untitled banner 
project,” which greeted 
spectators as they walked 
into the Kalamazoo College 
Community Studio. The 
banners acted as a commentary, 
expressing the artist’s views 
on advertising, as Chumley 
describes their banners as, 
“an act of dissection [...] They 
all start out having different 
purposes and moods, and I 

carefully respond to how each 
banner makes me feel.” 

Art Hop takes places on the 
first Friday of every month 
in Downtown Kalamazoo 
and the Park Trades Center. 
Community members come 
for free, admire the art, and 
stay for the cubed cheese, 
Girl Scout Cookies, and 
complementary wine. Just a 
short walk from campus, it’s 
a great way to experience 
local Kalamazoo culture and 
celebrate K college peers as 
they show off their hard work 
throughout the year. 

jenniekwonart.wixsite.com/
home, or on instagram at: @
journeykorn

“I think it is problematic 
that the majority of artists 
we learn about throughout 
history are old, white men, 
and that is one of the reasons 
why I am the subject in most 
of my paintings.”

Words that Warrant Wonder
A Biweekly Poetry Column

By Aarzoo Qureshi

Address from My Conscious

i suppose the lot of you
expect me to apologize…
but that is the one thing i 

refuse to do.

i suppose the lot of you
think that I should leave 

this place
i suppose the lot of you 

think that im angry at you.

but im not. 

do you want me to be?

this pitch-black despair 
wont leave with me

it festers and grows and 
breeds here

and don’t think it will 
leave with me

because it wont

you will only suffer 
more.

your tears and terror will 
carve oceans

oceans that will drown all 

the hope you mightve had.

a blue-white grip of ice.
to drag you down, down, 

down
deeper.

i haven’t been helpful in 
the past

i know. and i will 
apologize for that.

but this terror upon us 
will not leave us.

not now.
not ever

i hope it will not come 
to that.

i hope that the lives ahead 
you will not become a 

crashing, cruel crusade.
but you all know better.

or, at least, i hope you do.

you know that your fruit 
will taste rotten.

the wind will scream.

the ground will cut you.
the decay will reach your 

nose.
and the sight of all we’ve 

built will burn your eyes.

do you want my violence 
right now?

dont make me leave.
i know you think it will 

make this easier.
but it wont.

trust me, it won’t.

the wind howls. the 
chains rattle. 

the soldiers march. the 
fire burns.

the screams never-

BANG!
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to my major.” Sophomore 
Christian Witt says that in 
order to Send It, outside of 
academic-work, one must “go 
hard and have fun. Bad things 
can happen when you send 
it, but in the end your living 
life and learning from your 
mistakes.”

Although some may live 
the “Send it Mentality” more 
than others, the overarching 
theme in the understanding 
of this phrase is relatively 
similar; don’t be afraid to try 
new things; make mistakes 
and learn from them; and 
put maximum effort into 
everything.

has taken a liking to it while at 
K, remarking on the incredible 
variety of soda flavors 
available in the United States.

Beyond food, Hoerter 
offered a broader perspective 
on living in the US, suggesting 
that there is an “anything is 
possible” atmosphere here. 
“In France you have a lot of 
old conventions that make 
it difficult to undertake 
something original,” he said. 
He continued by making 
a point about the size of 
the country, saying that, 
“everything’s big here: you 
have big cities and also big 
empty landscapes; you feel 
that if you tried something 
crazy it would work better 
than in France.”

Outside of his French 
language lab, Hoerter is found 
at French department events 
or around campus where he 
is happy to help K students 
practice their French and learn 
about French culture.

Leo Hoerter
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

However, last year’s record 
of 1-9 was much weaker 
in comparison. What has 
changed?

There are some obvious 
differences: 20 seniors left and 
there have been modifications 
to the defensive playbook. But 
what is the most noticeable 
change? Head Football Coach 
Jamie Zorbo mentioned the 
“Send It” attitude.

 “We talked about what the 
meaning [of it] would be, we 
kind of wanted to have a new 
mentality and approach this 
year, and be more aggressive 
and not worry about if we 
make a mistake that could 
lead to a loss,” the coach said. 
“Our approach as a team has 
been one of a lot of positivity. 
The sidelines are much more 
positive.”

The players on the team 
have similarly taken to the 
“Send it Mentality.” Travis 
Coop, a junior, said “The 
‘Send it Mentality’ is what 
we Hornet football players 
live by everyday. For myself, I 
think it means to ‘attack each 

Send It
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

day’. Not only trying to pursue 
excellence for myself, but to 
empower others.”

 The players see the 
mentality affecting their fans, 
also.“the new student section 
and fans, are fantastic,” Coop 
said. “Getting more students 
and faculty at the recent 
sporting events has helped 
tremendously. [We] athletes 
really enjoy and appreciate 
the support as it pushes us to 
do better.”

Students here at K share 
a similar attitude with 
regards to “Sending It” in 
their academic and personal 
lives. To sophomore Randy 
Dorff it means, academically, 
“going outside my comfort 
zone which can mean taking a 
class, knowing nothing about 
the subject, that isn’t related 

“I think it basically takes 
the voices away from all the 
identities they’re erasing 
away,” Price said. “I think 
that it’s going to be really 
hazardous for our communities 
of color to be unable to 
connect to their histories...
because we don’t even learn 
about some of these things 
until we can access higher 
education, and them putting 
us all in a position where we 
have to kind of teach ourselves 
is not equity access.” 

In her efforts to voice 
these sentiments, Price 
has felt unheard by local 
school board members and  
authority figures, and 
has taken it upon herself 
to spread awareness 
of the underpublicized 
changes throughout the 
community. Since attending 
a learning session at  
Kalamazoo Central in August, 
Price has been distributing  
information pamphlets and 
suggestion cards—in classes, 
at meetings, and even to  
passersby on the street—and  

Destiné Price
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

efforts are not perfect, she 
stresses that gaining a level 
conscious is vital, whether 
it is knowing a good farmer, 
or questioning where food 
comes from.  She says that, 
“supporting the farmers in 
your area is a really important 
thing, and being conscious and 
engaging in critical thought 
before you dig into your corn 
flakes.”

Thompson
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

encouraging people to write 
out their opinions. She has 
also organized community 
events as calls to action against 
the proposal, which are often  
advertised through her social 
media platforms. 

    Even though the adoption 
of the proposed Social Studies 
Standards seems likely, 
Price emphasizes a need for  
continued action, especially 
in the case of their  
implementat ion.  The  
community needs to be 
informed, prepare for  
potential changes, and  
collaborate on how to  
supplement youths’ education.

 October 13
Kalamazoo

at Albion
1:00 p.m.

 October 20
Homecoming

vs. Alma
2:00 p.m.

CAREER

CCPD Panel Emphasizes Experience for Careers in Sports

By Griffin Conley

Alumni panel shares 
their stories for 

breaking into the 
sports industry

On Monday, October 8, the 
CCPD hosted four panelists to 
describe how they broke into 
the sports industry. All of the 
panelists had some affiliation 
with Kalamazoo College. 
Three of them graduated from 
K, and one is a current senior.

All four of the panelists 
had been athletes during their 
time at the College, and they 

spoke on their affinity towards 
sports at the event.While it 
was obvious that the tone 
was geared more towards the 
student athletes in the room, 
there was still a lot to gain 
from each experience that 
was shared.

The College does not offer 
many majors oriented to the 
sports world, despite student 

interest in sports. Amanda 
Moss ‘19 was one of the 
panelists that shared her 
experience. A current student 
at K, Moss has already tackled 
internships with the Pistons 
and the NBA. She, along 
with some other students, 
spearheaded the efforts to start 
the new Sports Business Club 
at K this year. 

Other panelists included 
tennis coach Mark Riley ‘82, 
Community Affairs Director 
for the Tigers, Courtney 
Kaplan ‘11, and weekend 
News Channel 3 sports 
reporter Mike McCann ‘12. 
They all shared their stories 
with breaking into the sports 
industry. The commonality 
between each of their stories 

was to embrace every 
opportunity. Each stressed 
the importance of networking 
and building connections with 
both alumni and peers students 
alike. While schooling is 
important, the panelists 
stressed that their experiences 
and connections ended up 
being just as valuable in their 
journey into the sports world.

Experiential-based learning 
is taking on greater emphasis 
in the today’s workforce.

Alternatively known as 
‘Emma gets destroyed 
while Daniel Henry 
barely breaks a sweat’

Daniel 
Henry

emma 
eisenbeis

For the beginning weeks 
of my column I was honestly 
hoping for a bit more of an 
upward trajectory. I wasn’t 
planning on suffering such 
a defeat so early on. In all 
fairness I suppose I should 
not have assumed that being 
the regional racquetball 
champion for 10 year olds 
gave me any sort of tennis 
ability. But come on, I have to 
have some affinity for racquet 
sports if I achieved such a high 
status as regional racquetball 
champ, right? Wrong. Turns 
out I have a long way to go 
before I can even achieve my 
dreams of retirement bliss in 
which I play a jaunty round 
of tennis every Saturday 
afternoon with my coffee 
klatch after our mimosas 
and brunch at the country 
club. I haven’t even played 
tennis since the ill-fated 
tennis lessons of 2005 (my 
parents told me tennis would 

come in handy someday but I 
didn’t listen), yet somehow I 
assumed that I’d be ready for 
retirement and Daniel without 
any preparation.

This seems like the time 
to tell you that Daniel Henry 
has been MIAA Player of the 
Week 4 times in his career, 
has been named twice to the 
All-MIAA First Team, and is 
undefeated in MIAA Singles 
play. So being on the receiving 
end of anything tennis wise 
from him probably wasn’t 
going to end well for me. 

Nevertheless, I met my 
overly-qualified opponent 
at the Markin indoor tennis 
facility on a chilly Sunday 
afternoon. He was stringing 
a racquet and looking very 
comfortable in his element. I, 
on the other hand, was racquet-
less and looking very out of 
my element. Daniel, ever the 
gracious opponent (I suspect 
he could sense that this would 
be an easy victory), offered 
me one of his spare racquets. 

It was easily the most 
beautiful tennis racquet I’ve 

ever held. Of course, my only 
other points of reference are 
the two ancient wooden 
racquets in my parent’s 
garage, the neon kind from the 
late ‘80s that my parents still 
use occasionally, and naturally 
my childhood racquet from 
’05 with a picture of Venus 
Williams on the cover.

He mentioned that he began 
playing competitively in high 
school, so he could remember 
what it was like to learn tennis. 
When I confessed my lack of 
tennis experience, he kindly 

volunteered to teach me the 
basics and take me through 
an abridged version of his 
favorite warm ups. Given that 
my most recent experience 
with tennis is watching the 
majestic Serena Williams 
chew out that (out of) line 
judge, I gratefully accepted 
his offer.

After about half an hour of 
patiently teaching me what I 
needed to know and offering 
tips and tricks to help me not 
swing the racquet like a former 
softball player, we were ready 
to start our match. Things were 
already going much more 
smoothly than they did in 
2005, so I was at least feeling 
confident there. 

Daniel let me serve first, 
which was a kindness since 
the serve was about the only 
thing I had gotten the hang of 
in our warm up. Also, during 
our warm up Daniel served 
to me a couple times and I 
didn’t even see the ball until 
it was wickedly curving past 
my body, so I definitely was 
glad to not be on the receiving 
end of that again. 

I retreated to the baseline to 
begin my serve. I missed the 
first two, but the third time’s 
a charm and I sent the ball 
flying over the net to Daniel 
across the court (let’s not talk 
about how in real tennis you 
only get two serves). 

It took a couple points that I 
let by me but I eventually was 
able to get a volley going with 

By Emma Eisenbeis

him before he stopped playing 
nice and ended our first game 
easily with me scoring only 
one point. That basically 
looked like him returning my 
serves with lightning speed 
and agility while I tripped 
over my own feet and tried 
to launch the ball over an 
imaginary outfielder’s head. 
My only point was scored 
because he took pity on me 
and played a ball that I hit out, 
which he accidentally hit out 
on my side. A more chivalrous 
man does not exist. 

For our second game we 
played all of five minutes 
before he had beaten me 
handily. I could barely 
return a serve and had a 
difficult time even starting 
a volley. Agreeing that my 
body couldn’t take any more 
tennis, we called it a day and 
shook hands. As a cool down 
I helped him pick up all the 
balls I had let by me during 
our competition. I left Markin 
that day breathing heavily and 
sweating profusely, having 
learned firsthand that our 
tennis dynasty here at K exists 
for good reason and also that 
I should change my dream 
retirement sport to golf.

Be sure to check 
out the photo series on  
www.thekzooindex.com  
to see my failure in action! 

Vs
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Star tennis player Daniel Henry easily returns Emma Eisenbeis’ wild serves. Emma Eisenbeis finds swings for the stands as tennis balls whirl past. 

CORRECTION
In Vol. CXLI, Issue II, in 

“New Athletic Director Sets 
Vision for the Department,” 
in paragraph 5: the quote 
attribution is missing. “I’ve 
heard that there are some silos 
around campus, and within 
this department, the athletic 
department, and so I took that 
as I need to be a builder of 
this team. I need to build up, 
you know, relationships and 
build a community maybe not 
around athletics specifically, 
but with athletics immersed 
inside of that community,” 
said Hall.



When Luma Qashou ’22 
wrote “Free Palestine” in 
her Instagram bio, she didn’t 
realize it would be the start 
of a social movement at 
Kalamazoo College. Qashou, 
a first-year, became Instagram 
friends with Ana Mesenbring 
’19 this Fall—sparking a 
conversation between the 
two students on what they 
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REMEMBERING STUDY ABROAD

Jack Dentler, 
Founder of 

WJMD,  
Dies at 92
Celebrating the 

WJMD founder’s 
lifelong contributions 

to Kalamazoo College’s 
student culture

By Amelia Donohoe

Alumnus and famed 
WJMD radio founder John 
“Jack” Dentler ’48 passed 
away this past summer at the 
age of 92, leaving family, 
friends, and the Kalamazoo 
College community to reflect 
on his incredible spirit. In 
addition to establishing and 
overseeing a time-honored 
student organization, he also 
recorded its early years with 
utmost care. A recent look at 
an archive he created shows 
not only his role in preserving 
the College’s history, but 
beautifully exemplifies the 
charisma and dedication for 
which he will be remembered.

Continued on Page 6

CIP Expands 
Offerings in 
Asia, Latin 

America
Programs added in 

Brazil, China, Colombia, 
Cuba, and South Korea

By Ayla Hull

The Center for International 
Programs (CIP) has added a 
series of new programs for 
students looking to study 
abroad. New locations include 
Sao Paulo, Brazil; Colombia; 
Cuba; South Korea; and 
Shanghai, China. All new 
study abroad options are K 
partner programs, meaning 
that students must apply to 
an outside partner through K.

“We were trying to create 
more programs that focus on 
social justice and identity,” 
CIP Advisor Tonal Simmons 
explained. “Specifically for 
Brazil, Colombia, and Cuba,” 
Assistant Director of Student 
Engagement Tony Nelson 
added.

Continued on Page 2

Lucky 7s: Football Improves to 7-0 Record During 
Homecoming Weekend Game 

GRIFFIN CONLEY/ THE INDEX

HOMECOMING

Continued on Page 6

The Kalamazoo College Hornets, current students, and alumni braved Antarctic 
conditions at Homecoming. Despite the weather, the team beat Alma 17-10. 

STUDENT ADVOCACY

New StuOrg Advocates for Human Rights in Israeli-Palestinian Conflict

By Meredith Ashton

Students for Justice 
in Palestine works to 

provide representation  
and education on 

Israeli-Palestinian Conflict

Continued on Page 3

viewed as a serious lack of 
representation on campus. 

“I grew up around a lot of 
strong pride about who you 
are, and when I came here I 
was shocked to find out that 
there wasn’t already a group of 
Palestinian people interested 
in this,” Qashou said. “So 
I thought, I’ll just start one 
because it’s something I care 
about deeply.”

Qashou and Mesenbring 
began the process of 
registering their fledgling 
group, Students for Justice in 
Palestine (SJP), during the first 
few weeks of Fall Quarter. SJP 
was approved as an official 
Student Organization at the 

College on Tuesday, October 
23. 

With its approval by 
the Student Organization 
Committee, the group became 
the only Palestinian advocacy-
focused organization on 
campus, said Jon Collier, 
Director of Student Activities. 

This lack of on-campus 
representation for Arab-
Americans is felt at an 
institutional level throughout 
the College, explained Malak 
Ghazal ’19, an Arab-American 
student and SJP member. She 
pointed towards the absence 
of an Arabic Department at 
K until its recent creation 

LUMA QASHOU
Luma Qashou and Ana Mesenbring promote Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP) at K Fest.

Housing Plan for Recovering Opioid Addicts
DOWNTOWN KALAMAZOO

Organizations address 
rising opioid usage in 
the state of Michigan

By Mathu Jennings

Continued on Page 2
CAVAN BONNER / THE INDEX

Student voter turnout for the KCCSR and SFB elections grew 26% in 2018.

Retired Eaton County Judge 
Harvey Hoffman is taking the 
initiative to begin a housing 
project for recovering opioid 
abusers, scheduled to start 
next year.

The $10.5 million project 
will be built in the Edison 
neighborhood of Kalamazoo 

where the Allied Paper Mill 
once stood. The project 
represents a collaboration 
between politicians, local 
non-profits and community 
mental health services, and 
state judicial services. 

The 50 apartment-sized 
complexes in Kalamazoo 
will be part of a pilot project 
in which two more similar 
buildings will be created in 
different cities in Michigan. 

The project is relatively 
progressive in comparison 

to other current drug-related 
laws, as the proposed site is 
within walking distance from 
the Family Health, Mental 
Health Substance Abuse 
Centers, and the Kalamazoo 
County DHHS—all of which 
will play a large role in the 
ease-of-access for the services 
that tenants would receive.

Kalamazoo residents within 
the Edison neighborhood 
have mixed feelings about 
the project. 

You’re Invited! Join us on Mondays at 4:30 p.m. @ The Index Office in Hicks.

Find us online at www.thekzooindex.com or index@kzoo.edu



Photo of the Week: Wind Down Wednesday, Tuesday, October 16. Homecoming celebration included pumpkin smashing, dart painting, and cart decorating. GRIFFIN CONLEY / THE INDEX

2017’s Campus Security 
statistics show that sexual 
misconduct reporting has 
stayed consistent for at least 
the past four years. 

Data on crime and fire cases 
occurring on campus for 2017 
were recently reported by the 
Campus Safety Office under 
the 1990 Clery Act. The data 
is currently accessible on the 
Campus Safety webpage. 
The report covers cases of 
disciplinary action and arrest 
for drug, alcohol, and weapon 
possession, fires, hate crimes, 
and criminal offenses such 
as sexual misconduct and 
burglary. 

The 2017 statistics report 
three sexual misconduct cases, 
but according to Director of 
Campus Safety Tim Young, 
a total of 12 cases were 
reported to the College in 2017. 
Because the data is collected 
and reported according to the 
Clery Act, cases of sexual 
misconduct must meet certain 
specifications outlined in the 
Clery Act to be reportable as 
part of these data. 

The primary requirement for 

reportability is that the cases 
occur on the College’s campus. 
All of the Clery-reportable 
cases recorded in the recent 
report also occurred within the 
residential system. The cases 
that are not Clery-reportable 
happened off-campus. While 
not reportable under the 
Clery Act, Young said that 
the College investigates these 
cases just as they investigate 
Clery-reportable cases. 

There were only three Clery-
reported sexual misconduct 
cases from 2014 to 2016. In 
total, 10 cases were reported 
in 2014, 12 in 2015, and 
six in 2016. Young added, 
“Sexual assaults are probably 
underreported… If they aren’t 
reported, there’s nothing we 
can do about it. So we always 
encourage that reporting take 
place.”

The Index was unable to 
obtain data from years prior to 
2014. The federal government 
relinquishes the data after three 
years, and institutions are only 
required to report three years 
at a time. However, Young 
said that the proportion of 
Clery-reportable cases have not 
varied greatly  between years. 
“The numbers you see are 
steady at 3-5 over the years,” 
Young said.

Sexual Misconduct Reports 
Stay Steady in Recent Years

CAMPUS SAFETY

Consistent trends 
shown in 2017 statistics

By Cavan Bonner
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lication to accomplish the following 
goals: The Index will serve as a means 
of communication between students, 
administrators and members of the 
community.  We will respect all opinions 
and present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although we 
are a staff comprised solely of unpaid 
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make The Index accurate and truthful to 
adhere to all standards of professional 
journalism.  We recognize and respect 
the privileges given to us under the First 
Amendment, including the freedoms 
of speech and of the press. The Index 
is a form of editorial expression and 
we, the staff have the authority to make 
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provide a sounding board for the campus 
community; therefore the opinions 
expressed in by-lines, opinion articles 
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to be the opinions of the newspaper 
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In 2016, the Center for 
Career and Professional 
Development (CCPD) created 
the Travel Access Fund to 
allow Kalamazoo College 
students the opportunity 
to participate in activities 
to help them advance their 
careers. Richard Sylvester, 
the Assistant Director for 
Experiential Opportunities 
and the manager of the Travel 

Access Fund, said that it was 
created, “for students who 
couldn’t or didn’t have the 
financial resources to be 
able to pursue opportunities. 
Students that needed help 
travelling to internships, 
interviews, or things of that 
nature.”

CCPD’s website, students 
may be refunded for their 
travel expenses to career 
opportunities such as job 
fairs, job shadows, and job or 
internship interviews. Travel 
expenses may be reimbursed 
to the student after they 
participate in their opportunity, 

CCPD Funds Student Travel 
to Important Interviews

CAREER DEVELOPMENT

Travel Access Fund 
helps students further 
advance their careers

By McKenzie Baker

Members of the Kalamazoo 
College Council of Student 
Representatives (KCCSR) 
convened on Wednesday, 
October 10 to hold a forum 
regarding the proposed 
changes to the current draft 
of the KCCSR Constitution. 
The meeting was held 
during common time in the 
Bissell Theater Room, and 
was the first meeting of this 
academic year concerning the 
constitution. 

The constitution was 
originally planned to be 
ratified during the spring term 
of the 2017-2018 school year. 
However, KCCSR decided 
to postpone the vote after 
concerns were raised about the 
transparency of the drafting 
process and the content of 
several articles. After a town 
hall meeting with members 
of the student body on 
May 25, 2018, the council 
passed a proposal setting the 
new ratification date to the 
tenth week of fall term. The 
proposal also directed KCCSR 

to use the the additional time 
to create a more transparent 
and student-involved process 
for re-drafting. 

Students were concerned 
with the previous draft of 
the Constitution’s Article 
XII, which concerned 
non-discrimination and 
diversity. The original 
draft only included a non-
discrimination statement, 
which some students felt did 
not go far enough in promoting 
inclusion. KCCSR took the 
feedback it received from the 
students and faculty while 
crafting the most recent draft. 
Natalia Carvalho-Pinto, the 
Director of the Intercultural 
Center, played an integral 
role. Council Secretary Sage 
Ringsmuth ‘21 stated “we 
gave it [the constitution] to 
Natalia and she gave us a 
lot of great language.” The 
current article includes a non-
discrimination statement, a 
pledge to adhere to anti-racist 
principles, and required anti-
racism trainings for KCCSR 
members. 

However, in spite of the 
previous year’s controversy 
and public interest, only one 
student attended the forum. 
This was in stark contrast to 

KCCSR Hosts Forum On 
Revised Constitution

STUDENT GOVERNMENT

KCCSR hosts forum as 
process of drafting new 
constitution continues

By Ethan Tuck

the spring term of the 2018-
2019 school year, when the 
student body exhibited great 
interest in the final draft of 
the constitution. Regarding 
the low student turnout, 
Klepser stated “While our 
turnout at the first KCCSR 
constitutional forum was less 
than we would have liked, we 
believe it served as a good trial 
run for our committee as we 
prepare to have forums for the 
remainder of the trimester.” 

Klepser also described 
KCCSR’s plans and goals 
going forward, saying “Our 
current plan is to continue to 
have forums on Wednesdays 
during common time, but to 
adjust this if we feel another 
time would work better...our 
goal is to obtain as much input 
from the students as we can, 
given that this document is 
something we believe can 
be beneficial to life here at 
K for a long time.” Council 
members in attendance 
discussed shifting the timeline 
for ratification from the last 
week of Fall 2018 to a date 
in the winter term.

Substantial changes were 
also made to Articles VI, the 
board, and VII, the assembly. 
KCCSR increased the number 
of members from 25 to 29 in 
the current draft. 

Transgender Legal 
Protections Threatened
The Department of Health and 
Human Services considers 
defining gender as determined 
by genitalia at birth; this serves 
as a blow to transgender 
protections.

National News

D.C.  A.G. Investigates 
Catholic Church
Washington’s Attorney 
General announces a civil 
investigation into whether the 
Archdioceses of Washington 
covered up sexual abuse of 
minors.

World’s Longest Sea-
Crossing Bridge Opens
The bridge will connect Hong 
Kong and Macau to China; 
critics see it as a maneuver 
to bring Hong Kong under 
tighter control of Chinese 
government.

Migrants Move Toward 
U.S.-Mexico Border
More than 7,000 Honduran 
migrants are moving through 
Mexico; President Trump 
pressures the Mexican gov. 
to stop them before they reach 
the border and request asylum.

Turkish Gov.  Says 
Murder Was Planned
Turkish President claims the 
death of Jamal Khashoggi 
was planned, contradicting 
Saudi accounts that he was 
accidentally killed in a fistfight 
inside the consulate.

World News

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Other existing programs 
have been restructured. 
Oaxaca, México is now a 
short-term program that runs 
in the fall and winter. The 
program in Budapest, Hungary 
now also runs in both Fall 
(short term) and Winter (long 
term); the short term program 
focuses on cognitive science, 
while the long-term focuses 
on mathematics. 

Additionally, the Border 
Studies program based in 
Tucson, Arizona (long-term, 
winter/spring) has been 
changed from a Study Away 
to a Study Abroad in order 
to address issues with health 
insurance that students have 
faced in the past. Simmons 
and Nelson added that the 
nature of the program already 
has students working with 
transnational issues and 
traveling to various countries 
in Latin America, making the 
transition straightforward.

The process to apply to 
Study Abroad/Away has also 
become easier in a hope to 
“streamline the process,” 
Simmons noted. Most K 
programs no longer require 
references and the required 
GPA for many programs has 
been changed to 2.0.

With this shift, the CIP 
hopes to also emphasize the 
responsibilities of students, 
especially those applying to 
partner programs. Nelson 
explained, “our office is 
accompanying students when 
we make an endorsement of 
them to a partner program… 
but students are in the driver’s 
seat about this process.”

By adding these programs, 
concluded Nelson, “the hope is 
that we offer enough program 
options that as many students 
that would like to study abroad 
can, and still feel like the 
program speaks to things that 
they’re interested in, focuses 
on language and cultures that 
they’re studying or have 
heritage in, and definitely 
to make study abroad as 
accessible as possible.”

Study Abroadand include gas, car rentals, 
airplane tickets, cost of 
parking, and transportation 
such as trains, buses, or taxis. 

To apply for reimbursement 
for travel fees, students should 
visit the CCPD’s Travel 
Access Fund site where they 
will find a link to a short 
survey. According to Richard 
Sylvester, the survey will take 
students between 20 to 30 
minutes if they are being 
thorough and thoughtful in 
their writing. 

The application should 
be completed as soon as a 
student has decided to pursue 
an opportunity as the trip may 
not be covered by the Travel 
Access Fund. Students should 
apply before, so they know 
if an opportunity is covered 
by the Travel Access Fund. 

Students should keep in mind 
that the Fund only covers 
travel expenses during the 
academic year, so summer 
career opportunities wouldn’t 
be reimbursed. However, 
opportunities that occur 
during breaks in the school 
year are eligible for financial 
assistance. 

The Travel Access Fund 
only covers specific career 
opportunities and does not 
apply to study away or study 
abroad programs. According to 
Sylvester, “where students do 
run into trouble is not doing a 
good enough job in advocating 
for themselves and specifying 
why this is important and how 
it’s going to help their career 
prospects.” Sometimes, the 
Fund would typically support 
a student’s career opportunity, 

but the student doesn’t receive 
funding because they don’t 
stress the importance of 
the opportunity to their 
professional future. Students 
should also remember that 
the Travel Access Fund 
reimburses them after they 
have completed this career 
opportunity and paid for travel 
expenses themselves. 

Students should first consult 
the Fund’s website, as many 
questions are answered  under the 
Common Questions section. 
The website details exactly 
what is considered career-
related travel. If students 
have questions regarding 
the Fund not covered on the 
website, they may contact 
Richard Sylvester from the 
CCPD during drop-in hours 
on Fridays 2:00-4:00 p.m.

Continued on Page 3



The position of Treasurer 
was added to the board to 
assist in managing the funds 
of KCCSR. Currently, the 
board members are elected by 
the members of the council. 
However, some members of 
KCCSR leading the forum 
suggested opening elections 
for board members to the 
student body. Likewise, 
KCCSR Treasurer Nick 
Klepser ‘21 suggested moving 
the election of the assembly 
to spring term as well. 

Another major concern with 
the Constitution that led to the 
postponed voting last year 
was the lack of publicity 
surrounding the drafting of 
the document. Some members 
of the student body felt that the 
process was rushed, and was 
lacking in transparency. This 
year, KCCSR is attempting 
to increase public awareness 
and transparency through 
forums and regular meetings. 
Regarding last year’s 
controversy, Hannah Kerns 
‘21, the chair of KCCSR’s 
communication committee, 
stated “As negative as it 
had been, it had made more 
students aware of KCCSR.”

Members of KCCSR meet 
every Wednesday at 5:00 p.m. 
in the Hicks 116 to work on 
the final draft. These meetings 
are open to the public.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Constitution

in 2016, and her personal 
experience of some professors’ 
reluctance to discuss the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
in the classroom, due to its 
contentious nature. 

“This institutional erasure of 
the Arab voice normalizes the 
injustices against Palestinians 
to K students and is violent to 
all Arab-American students on 
campus,” Ghazal said.  

As a new member of SJP, 
Ghazal is interested in what the 
creation of an Arab-American 
student advocacy group could 
mean for the College. 

And she’s not alone. The 
SJP table generated a lot of 
interest at K Fest, with over 
sixty names on their initial 
email list. And their first 
organization meeting yielded 
even more pointed interest on 
the issue. 

“Most people wanted 
information at first, to be educated 
about the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict,” Qashou said. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Israel-Palestine

Some residents are excited 
about the project because 
it will provide services to 
those community members 
struggling in order to help 
them become functioning 
members of society; others 
are uncomfortable with the 
prospect of having the complex 
near their neighborhood.

Hoffman has worked with 
the Michigan Association 
of  Treatment  Court 
Professionals, and other 
drug-related organizations 
since the early 1990s. The 
judge implemented the first 
Misdemeanor and Felony 
DWI courts in Michigan, 
and has been involved in 
other innovate rehabilitation 
programs for Michigan.

The opioid crisis in 
Michigan is rising at an 
alarming rate, according to the 
Michigan Prescription Drug 
and Opioid Abuse Task Force. 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention data revealed 
that, in Michigan there was 
an 84.9 opioid prescription 
rate per 100 persons in 2017.

The influx of prescriptions 
is only one side of the problem. 
A big issue that recovering 
addicts face is not having 
stable housing, communities, 
or support-systems. Hoffman 
said currently it’s easy for 
addicts to, “go back out to 
their old neighborhoods and 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Opioid Housing

friends, and if you are an 
addict and all of your friends 
are using or everyone that 
your living with is using then 
it makes it very difficult for 
treatment to be successful.” 
These buildings would help 
with this problem because it 
would present these people 
with long-term solutions to 
resist returning to their old 
lifestyle.

Short-term housing 
is currently available in 
Kalamazoo, but only for 90 
days at a time, and is more 
expensive. The Kalamazoo 
City Planning Commission 
data states that residential 
short-term treatment programs 
usually cost between $88.33 to 
$167.00 per day, while long-
term residential programs 
would only cost between $48 
to $90 per day. Residents will 
have to be in good standings 

Many of the new members 
wanted historical context 
for the conflict, so that they 
could engage with the issue 
in a more effective manner. 
From there, Qashou hopes 
the group can start hosting 
donation drives for people 
impacted by the conflict, and 
on-campus discussions with 
guest speakers or other student 
groups. 

Qashou emphasized that 
her goal is to make the SJP 
meetings and future events 
open to all for an ongoing, 
inclusive dialogue. Students 
of any religion or racial 
identification are welcome 
to take part in the discussion. 

She also recognized the 
potential for divisiveness 
with a group focused on a 
highly contentious issue. Even 
before it has become an official 
Student Organization, SJP 
has experienced pushback 
from concerned members 
of the Kalamazoo College 

New School, New Friends, New Feelings, New Life
PERSPECTIVE

A photo series by Dominic Rascon-Powell ‘22 explores the stessors, challenges, and pleasures experienced by 
students as they take new first steps into adulthood during their new life at Kalamazoo College.

“I think in any new social 
situation there always is an 
adjustment period. Going from 
high school, a place where you 
are really comfortable with 
your peers, happy with whom 
you’ve become friends  with, 
and with whom you’ve been 
hanging out, to a completely 
new group of people, is a little 
bit tricky. But personally I 
have found the adjustment 
to be relatively smooth due 

to LandSea. When you go 
to LandSea you’re forced to 
make friends really quickly, 
and make friends with other 
patrols. So you go to college 
with this solid group of 
friends that you can rely on. 
That transition had made it 
easier, and I feel like I have 
a good group of friends, and 
I like with whom I have been 
hanging out. But it has been 
hard for me to start learning on 
my own, however I’m getting 
used to it.”

“I really haven’t gotten 
homesick at all, I think having 
small class sizes helps with the 
adjustment because it is more 
like highschool, you can raise 
your hand and ask a question, 
it’s not like walking into a 
lecture of 300 students and 
feeling more overwhelmed. 
The number of students is 
similar to that of my high 
school, and so it is more 
familiar to me. I think a lot 

of people here are super social 
and want to make a variety 
of friends, so it’s pretty easy 
because everybody is pretty 
easy to talk to. The Hoben 
lobby makes it easier to make 
friends. All the clubs that are 
offered, and how there are 
so many of them also helps 
to meet people a lot quicker. 
I’m in the health profession 
society, but I haven’t gotten 
involved with a lot of clubs 
this quarter. I really want to 
do the Young Adult Program.”

with the treatment courts in 
order to reside in the complex.

The project has experienced 
several barriers,  the 
biggest one being a lack of 
communication between all 
of the organizations that are 
currently involved in the 
project. Hoffman said that, 
“Politics is about 90 percent 
human relations, everyone is 
in their own silos, everyone 
in every organization 
has their own language.” 
Hoffman also said that when 
something new is tried there 
are always problems that will 
unexpectedly happen.

Data will be taken on the 
effectiveness of these housing 
complexes for three years after 
residents move in. Once the 
project is finished, help may be 
needed from K students. Those 
interested should contact the 
CCE.

HOLLANDER DEVELOPMENT CORP.

 Proposed building site in the Edison neighborhood in Kalamazoo, MI.

Tommy Saxton ‘22 Sarah Brandstadt ‘22

“Adjusting to college has 
been a rebirth in a sense 
because its painful in many 
ways. It is refreshing, new, 
and exciting, but torturous at 
the same time. There is a lot 
to learn in the classes, if you 
apply yourself, but there is 
more to learn from the people 
you meet. I like the cold to 
some extent. If it’s cold outside 
and if I’m in a terrible place 
psychologically, it is almost 

a synergistic effect where the 
environment around and the 
environment inside of me 
just kills me. But some days 
I just walk outside and I think 
about someone I love, and the 
sun is out and you can see it 
through the clouds, the light 
is sort of mottled reflecting off 
the damp sidewalk after the 
rain, and you feel this bliss 
inside and outside. But then 
it changes and it goes away, 
it just keeps moving. They 
have weather here.”

Nestore Mastromatteo ‘22

Elioenai 
Quinones

HUMANS OF K

Finding meaning 
through experience
By Krystal Alvarado

Elioenai Quinones ‘20 is 
from Santa Rosa California, 
pursuing a double major 
in both anthropology and 
sociology and Spanish, with 
a possible minor in studio 
art. Quinones is thriving at 
Kalamazoo College through 
her experiences and her 
involvement with student 
organizations. 

Quinones appreciates 
K’s small campus, as she 
has experienced a lot of 
homesickness and “didn’t 
know what it was like to 
be alone.” Organizations 
on campus have provided 
safe spaces for her as a 
student. “My involvement 
is in wherever I go. I want 
it to be impactful not only 

for me but for other people 
so my passion would be in 
finding those places.” Her 
first year and sophomore 
year she participated in the 
Latinx Student Organization, 
el Movimiento Estudiantil 
Chicano y Chicana de Aztlan 
(M.E.Ch.A.) de Kalamazoo, 
and “a little bit” with the 
Queer and Trans People of 
Color organization. Quinones 
loves “finding different places 
where I can do my best in and 
that effort can be for a better 
change,” a sentiment reflected 
in her actions and many roles 
in organizations.

Now a junior at K, she 
works at the Arcus Center 
for Social Justice Leadership 
and the Office of Student 
Involvement, as well as 
being involved with Artifact, 
a program “that brings 
access to art for high school 
students in the Kalamazoo 
area.” Artifact hits home for 
Quinones because she went 
to public school and “didn’t 
have a lot of options to try new 
things, and being here I have 

access to classes … I wanted 
to be apart of a program that 
gives access.”

The best part of her K 
experience has been the rigor 
of the academics, and the 
connections she’s built with 
professors in her department. 
Quinones also appreciates 
the different opportunities 
she has encountered being 
at K including scholarship 
programs and jobs. 

Quinones was awarded 
a full-ride scholarship to a 
program over the summer 
of 2018 called Ox-bow,  
“a school of art and residency” 

in Saugatuck, MI that 
welcomes different age groups 
to take various levels of art 
courses. Quinones took a two-
week course called ‘Organize 
Your Own’ which revealed to 
her that “artists can be activists 
too—and what that entails.” 
The program provided three 
meals a day and since the 
program was near a lake she 
was able to participate in 
activities outdoors, such as 
canoeing, swimming, hiking, 
and playing with the local cats.

community about its 
intentions on campus. Jon 
Collier explained that Student 
Development has received 
criticism from parents on the 
group’s formation. 

“At the center of the 
feedback I have received are 
concerns regarding a national 
organization of the same name 
that has been active on other 
campuses,” said Collier. 

The SJP leaders at 
Kalamazoo College are 
currently deciding if they 
would like to register their 
group as a chapter in the 
national organization that 
bears the same name. The 
national chapter is associated 
with the “BDS” movement, 
which promotes boycotts, 
divestment, and sanctions 
“to end international support 
for Israel’s oppression of 
Palestinians and pressure 
Israel to comply with 
international law,” according 
to the BDS website. The 
BDS movement has received 
widespread criticism amongst 
Israeli supporters as anti-
Semitic—a charge that is 

wholeheartedly denied by SJP. 
The SJP group at Kalamazoo 
College has not yet decided 
what actions, if any, of the 
national organization they 
would like to participate in. 

Qashou says it comes 
down to the basic issue of 
human rights violations and 
displacements of people. She 
hopes the new group can focus 
on the issue through the lens 
of oppression and injustices 
committed on both sides of the 
conflict—and look towards a 
more equitable and peaceful 
future. 

“The goal is to have 
representation for a group 
on campus that didn’t have 
any representation at all,” 
said Qashou. 

The group meets every 
Thursday in the Library at 
8 p.m. Anyone interested in 
learning more can contact 
Luma Qashou.

ELIOENAI QUINONES
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Electing Politicians in a Polarized Nation
POLITICS

By Addissyn House

Elections have 
consequences, 

and the effects of 
Brett Kavanaugh’s 

appointment cut deep

On Saturday, October 6, 
2018 Brett Kavanaugh was 
appointed to the United 
States Supreme Court in a 
50-48 Senate vote. Much like 
November 9, 2016, people all 
over the country hung their 
heads in disappointment at 
the appointment of yet another 
accused sexual assaulter to 
our government. 

No decision or policy in the 
past few years has satisfied 
everyone, and perhaps nothing 
really can, but everything 
seems to have become 
polarized—a seemingly 
stark difference between 
Conservatives and Liberals, 
Democrats and Republicans. 
Where those differences 
matter,  appointments 
like Kavanaugh’s seem 
almost inevitable. Pushing 
Kavanaugh’s appointment 
through helped to retain the 
small Republican hold in 
the federal government, and 
voting seems to be a game of 
proving what political party 
you belong to.

I don’t want to prove what 
political party I am a part of. 
I want to vote for the best 
candidate. The month I turned 
18, I was at the DMV office 
doing two things: obtaining a 
state ID in order to fly, because 
I don’t have a driver’s license, 
and registering to vote as an 

independent. I’ve voted in 
two elections, but it seems 
polarization is infiltrating 
my voting because decisions, 
like those that appointed 
Kavanaugh, are made in order 
to maintain party majority.

Even at the beginning of the 
nation, 222 years ago, it was 
obvious that divided politics 
would be unsuccessful. At 
the close of his presidency, 
George Washington warned 
of the two party system he 
saw beginning to form. In his 
Farewell Address, Washington 
described parties as “frightful 
despotism” with “common 
and continual mischiefs” that 
“open the door to...corruption” 
and was not in favor of their 
formation. Dividing the 
country is ineffective and does 
not teach the much needed 
tolerance or acceptance of 
people with different opinions.

That being said, there are 
some subjects that should not 
be up for debate. The election 
of yet another man accused of 
sexual assault sends a message 
to Dr. Christine Blasey Ford, 
other victims of sexual 
assault and harassment, and 
women all over the country 
that we are less than men. 
Kavanaugh’s appointment, 
much like Trump’s presidency, 
tells young boys that there 
are no consequences to such 
atrocities because men have 
power in this country. 

His appointment also 
sends a message about how 
women are treated now and 
will be treated in the future. 
As Kamala Harris questioned 
during Kavanaugh’s hearings, 
there are no laws restricting 

the bodies of men, but 
Kavanaugh appears to be in 
favor of stricter abortion laws. 
Clearly, Kavanaugh not only 
thinks that he has enough 
power over women to take 
their bodies as he pleases but 
enough power to control when 
they terminate a pregnancy 
as well.

On top of all that, 
Kavanaugh views the 
presidency with exemption, 
a view that goes against the 
checks and balance system. 
According to a Time article 
from July, Kavanaugh believes 
that the president should 
have immunity for civil and 
criminal investigation while 
the sitting president. Since 
Kavanaugh is now a member 
of the judiciary branch for life, 
this is a concerning belief for 
him to hold, since it ignores 
the very foundations of our 
country: a nation for and by 
the people, not just for and 
by the president.

After FBI investigations 
over Russian influence in the 
2016 election and Trump’s 
involvement, Kavanaugh’s 
pending ethics investigation 
is an all too familiar pattern. 
No human is perfect enough 
to be a politician and there 
will always be dirt to dig up, 
but these sorts of allegations 
and investigations are not just 
dirt; they affect how these men 
do their jobs. If they cannot 
be trusted to not make sexual 
comments to their coworkers 
or not meddle in an election, 
then what can they be trusted 
to do? It certainly isn’t to run 
my country.

You Are Not Just One Voter
LETTER TO THE EDITOR

By Darrin Camilleri

Stakes are high, but the 
ballot boxes are open; 
every voice heard and 
vote tallied makes a 

difference for students

If you’re reading this, you 
probably already think that 
voting is important. And as a 
K student, it’s hard not to see 
the ways that government at 
every level impacts your life 
and the opportunities you’ll 
have. From student loans and 
tuition increases to Title IX 
policies and student healthcare 
coverage, voting has a direct 
impact on college campuses 
and beyond.

It’s clear the stakes are 
high for college students 
this election. But in today’s 
political climate, it’s 
sometimes difficult to see how 
your voice can be heard. We 
know that the number one 
thing you can do is cast a ballot 
and decide which candidates 
best align with your values. 
We’ve heard the drill: get 
registered, do your research, 
and get involved with the 
candidates you believe in. 
But I’m also here to tell you 
that you have a capacity to 
have an outsized impact on 

our elections simply within 
your own networks on and 
off campus, that goes beyond 
just your one vote. I know the 
potential we have to make a 
difference because I’ve lived 
it: at 24 years old I was elected 
as a State Representative. 

In 2016, I won a race I 
wasn’t supposed to win 
—for so many reasons. I 
grew up in a working-class 
family, and I was the first in 
my family to earn a college 
degree. I was a teacher and a 
political newcomer running 
in a competitive race. We 
overcame the odds and won by 
talking to our neighbors at their 
doors and over the phone—
by meeting them where they 
were. We knocked on 60,000 
doors, and won by 323 votes, 
meaning every conversation 
made a difference. Every voter 
has this ability to change the 
way our communities think 
about their representation.

Recent research shows that 
you are twice as effective at 
turning out someone you know 
to vote than you are someone 
you don’t know yet. This 
means talking to your friends, 
your classmates, and your 
family about the importance 
of this year’s election and 
helping them make a plan to 
vote: thinking through things 

like when they’ll vote and 
how they’ll get to the polls. 
Just a simple, purposeful 
conversation with someone 
over the last few weeks and 
days of the election cycle can 
make the difference in them 
turning out. 

Of course, one easy way 
to have these conversations 
is to volunteer with a 
campaign. Whether it’s 
the local state house, state 
senate, or Congressional 
candidate, they’re sure to have 
opportunities scheduled until 
Election Day to talk to voters 
on the phone and at their doors 
to get folks out to vote. But 
even if you can’t volunteer in 
an official capacity, know that 
even just calling or texting 
your friends and family in an 
intentional way can multiply 
your impact on this election. 
You’re not just one voter. 
You’re the gateway to many 
more.

Darrin Camilleri graduated 
from Kalamazoo College 
in 2014 and is currently 
serving his first term as State 
Representative for Michigan’s 
23rd House District 
(Brownstown Township, 
Huron Township, Grosse Ile 
Township, Gibraltar, Trenton, 
and Woodhaven).

Notes from a Homecoming Bystander
HOMECOMING

By Kit Charlton

Nostalgia hits hard. 
Nostalgia hits now. 

Reminiscing about our 
time at K will come  

sooner than we think.

Taking a route that I was 
intimately familiar with 
but hadn’t walked in many 
months, I passed my old haunt: 
Trowbridge Hall. Approaching 
the freshly paved front step, 
I saw an alumnus shooting 
photos of the building’s proud 
façade. I slowed my pace to a 
crawl so he could get his wide 
shot of the place he once called 
home. He was tall, slight, and 
graying. His camera was as 
big as the childlike grin he 
wore. He stepped back and 
took his eye off the viewfinder, 
noticing me, but probably 
not for the first time. “Sorry” 
he said sheepishly, but still 
with a wide smile. “Lotta 
memories there.” “Likewise” I 
responded, with a hint of irony. 

He had years of distance from 
that building. I had months. I 
was on my way home when 
our paths crossed. So was he. 

As he snapped his last few 
photos and excitedly moved 
on, I wondered if I had ever 
been in the room that had 
been his; or, for that matter, 
if he had ever been in the 
room that would become 
mine. Our brief exchange 
held the weight of decades of 
moments lived in Trowbridge, 
perhaps mundane and life-
shaping. I continued on down 
the Quad and watched as 
groups of alumni reacquainted 
themselves with Kalamazoo 
College. Old friends reliving 
times spent together, former 
students showing their spouses 
around, telling stories that 
they may never have thought 
to share before. Mothers and 
fathers played with their 
young children on the slope 
in front of the chapel. As the 
sun threatened to break up the 
clouds that had been dropping 
hail just minutes earlier, I was 

overcome with an acute sense 
of time. Here before me was 
an infinitesimal fraction of 
all the people who had lived 
out four years of their lives 
right here, as I was doing 
now. The impact of those lives 
lingers in the hill on which 
they were lived; certainly, 
that hill lingers in each of 
those lives. I cast my mind far 
into the future, when I’ll leave 
this hill, hopefully on good 
terms, and remember fondly 
the mornings like the one I had 
just had, eating breakfast with 
the people who make me feel 
the most whole. Day in and 
day out, I am living out what 
will one day be the memories 
of my college years. Far from 
being a sobering realization, I 
was filled with joy and calm; 
I could rest peacefully in the 
knowledge that I am doing 
what I ought to with the people 
I want to be with. I had a new 
sense of what it meant to be 
home and could be certain, 
momentarily at least, that I 
was there.LEO HOERTER
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As said in his own words, 
“So stick around kids—and 
hear one of the most garbled 
up announcers that has ever 
been on air—this is Jack 
Dentler”

Dentler was a sophomore 
living in Hoben Hall in the 
mid-1940’s when he made 
a startling discovery: other 
radios in the building were 
picking up a signal from 
the wireless record player 
in his dorm room. At the 
time, reliance on radio for 
music, sports, and news 
updates was widespread but 
Dentler realized the benefit 
of establishing a station for 
K students, run solely by 
their peers. He and a friend 
began broadcasting from his 
room specifically with Hoben 
listeners in mind. Due to the 
new station’s popularity, 
however, extremely long 
wires were soon run up to 
Trowbridge Hall. When his 
roommate was finally fed up 
with the noise, he moved the 
studio to the attic of Hoben 
and then more permanently 
to a room in Harmon.

As WJMD—which stood 
for Dentler’s initials—gained 
both momentum and a stronger 
campus-wide signal in ’47 and 
’48, listeners could tune in 
daily to a variety of programs. 
During this era, every morning 
began with “Yawn Patrol,” a 
music program from 6:45-7:30 
a.m. “Off the Record” aired 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WJMD

at 3:30 p.m., boasting “an 
hour and a half of popular 
music and chatter on a rare 
intellectual level.” 10:00 p.m. 
brought the evening news 
and from 10:30-12:00 a.m., 
“The Moonlight Serenade” 
provided requested songs, 
weather reports, and reviews 
of movies being shown at all 
the area theaters. However, 
the most anticipated hours 
were those in which K off-
campus sporting events were 
rebroadcast, as well as “On the 
Spot” interviews with coaches 
and players. These broadcasts 
were enabled by a Webster 
79 Recording Mechanism, 
a state-of-the-art machine 
Dentler bought with $52.92 
of his own money.

WJMD also catered 
specifically to the high 
productivity expected of 
K students. “The Golden 
Pages of Melody” offered 
an hour and a half of classical 
music, branded as perfect for 
studying. Another program, 
appropriately titled “Where 
do We Go From Here?” 
publicized and discussed 
different job opportunities 
post-graduation, often inviting 
guest speakers.

As it grew, the station 
continued to be run 
independently, not becoming 
an official student organization 
until after Dentler’s graduation 
in 1948. Its entry into the 
larger association of student-
run programs was due to 
the financial constraints of 
maintaining this type of 
operation, which had made 
it necessary to ask for funding 
assistance. Western Michigan 
University’s station even 
allowed the rebroadcast of 
some of their programs free 
of charge, including a BBC 
drama series that became quite 
popular at K.

Archivist Lisa Murphy 
welcomed Dentler’s grandson 
Cal Dentler and his wife 
Donna to campus earlier 
this fall, thanking them for 
the donation of a scrapbook 
made by the late Dentler. 
On its cream-painted cover, 
“WJMD” is carefully painted 
in black, as are two old-school 
microphones, which flank the 
text on either side. The exterior 
is made of wood, and Cal 
believes it is possible Dentler 
himself cut and shaped it. 

The meticulous cultivation 
of its contents shows the pride 
with which Dentler began 
the student organization. 
Pasted carefully into the 
album are original transcripts 
of broadcasts, program 
schedules, early Index articles, 
colorful advertisements, and 
photos showing the early 
studio setup, often with his 
personal commentary. Even 
after graduating with a degree 
in biology, he continued to 
collect memorabilia, showing 
an committed desire to follow 
and record the history of 
WJMD. Murphy says that 
this scrapbook is “unique” in 
the sense that it documents a 
Stu Org in its infancy.

Despite all the work it 
took to get the station off 
the ground, it appears that 
Dentler and fellow disc 
jockeys had quite a bit of 
fun. Tacked to one page is a 
long list of “Radio Jargon,” 
featuring such phrases as 
“fluff,” “cow-catcher,” and 
“pancake turner,” the third 

being a person in charge of 
flipping two-sided records. A 
mock Republican Convention 
on campus was thoroughly 
broadcast, and WJMD often 
provided music for K dances.

The  l igh t -hea r ted , 
i m p r o v i s e - a s - y o u - g o 
mentality championed by 
Dentler is still a fundamental 
part of WJMD today. Meredith 
Kahan ’21, one of the current 
WJMD co-leaders, encourages 
students to pick up a slot on 
the program schedule. New 
disc jockeys can be trained 
quickly, so it is no problem 
to not have prior experience. 
The content of the show is 
largely up to its host, who has 
the freedom to simply play 
music or incorporate dialogue 
as well. She says that it can 
be a “platform for change,” 
a means to entertain, or a 
bit of both. Kahan explains 
their philosophy succinctly: 
“creativity should be such a 
big part of this.” 

Despite Dentler’s success 
and the seriousness of his 
efforts as a WJMD historian, he 
remained extremely humble. 
Cal Dentler explained that 
although his grandfather was 
passionate about the legacy he 
created, he did not outwardly 
express this pride. Instead, 
Dentler took to the pages of 
his scrapbook album, gifting 
to the K community a precious 
glimpse into his world over 
fifty years ago, enriching new 
generations’ understanding of 
their K heritage.

Wait, how did we meet again?
Those memories are blurred now,
Only specks of them left in my mind.
We’ve been on a long journey,
You and I.
It was just the right amount of perfect,
Why did you have to fall?
I didn’t see the hints,
I never noticed the signs,
I only drove past them with ignorance in my heart.
It wasn’t until this year,
When you were there and no one else was,
That I noticed that look you give me,
And that smile you can’t hide.
The way you always wait for me patiently,
Or say compliments underneath your breath.
Why did you have to fall?
It’s my fault.
I shouldn’t have gotten so attached,
Because I am a ticking time bomb and I don’t want any casualties.
So I did what I do best.
I ran.
I ran from the one thing in my life that wasn’t crumbling to pieces.
But I miss our stupid conversations,
And our exchanges of beautiful songs.
I miss having to remind you that you’re not funny,
Even though I love your jokes.
I miss your humble personality and your thoughtful heart.
You were my best friend.
Why did you have to fall?
Now all that’s left is your infinite hope,
And my shattered silence.
I hate that you light up every time I have no choice but to talk to you.
I hate that you still want to talk like nothing ever happened.
Like I didn’t say goodbye.
I hate that the hand of our friendship is reaching out and I can’t take it.
Why did you have to fall?
I am truly sorry but this is not a love story.
This is a story about how you fell,
And I didn’t catch you.

(Untitled)
WORDS THAT WARRANT WONDER

By N ‘22

PAQ: 
Fashion is 

for Everyone

FASHION & STYLE

By Kobe Gementiza

A men’s streetwear 
YouTube channel 
is reshaping what 

it means to be 
fashionable

When people think about 
fashion in this era, two things 
often come to mind. Hectic 
haute couture fashion shows 
with makeup-clad, bordering-
on-anorexic models walking 
single-file down a narrow 
catwalk or obnoxious 
teenagers that are head-to-toe 
in Supreme or Gucci trying to 
emulate famous rappers may 
come to mind. However, these 

stereotypes, while valid in 
some cases, do not make up the 
entirety of the fashion culture. 
PAQ, a Youtube channel 
dedicated to men’s fashion 
and streetwear commentary, 
embodies the other side of the 
style spectrum: fashion for the 
everyday person. 

People often forget that 
fashion has been around 
since the ancient Egyptian 
times, before designer brands 
and harrowing showcases, 
and that at its core, it is an 
expression of one’s creativity 
and imagination. PAQ, 
produced by Kyra TV, denies 
these stereotypes and instead 
presents the idea that fashion 
is enjoyable and available for 
everyone, no matter the age 
or financial status. 

PAQ is hosted by British 
influencers Shaquille Keith, 
Danny Lomas, Elias Riadi 
and Dexter Black. The four 
friends compete head-to-head 
in challenges centered around 
streetwear. Challenges vary 

from creating an ensemble 
based on a theme, like the 
color pink or their greatest 
fears, to testing if a $500 dollar 
Balenciaga puffer jacket will 
adequately shield them from 
the harsh wintry winds. Each 
host has a unique fashion style, 
exuding versatility and wit in 
each episode. The hosts, and 
the show, pay no heed to the 
world’s fashion norms and 
explore concepts completely 
foreign or unusual to the 
casual worldview. 

Although the episodes are 
always humorous and witty, 
there are also important 
lessons to be learned in 
every segment of PAQ. The 
hosts show their audience no 
matter the price or brand of the 
clothes they wear, ingenuity 
is at the heart of every good 
outfit coordination. It does 
not matter if your outfit is 
comprised of thrifted, second-
hand clothes or brand-name 
couture; seeing each article 
of clothing as one part of a 

cohesive whole is essential 
to fashion itself. Additionally, 
they also challenge and 
explore the value of brand-
name clothing, showing that 
clothes aren’t always equal 
to their price tag. 

Perhaps the most important 
lesson to be learned is that 
whatever you decide to wear, 
you shouldn’t be discouraged 
by other people’s opinions. 
In an interview with The 
Guardian, James Cadwallader, 
producer and co-founder of 
Kyra TV says, “[PAQ is] about 
breaking down the stigma of 
men’s fashion. It’s important 
that young men and young 
women feel good about how 
they look.”

Paving the way for 
the future of fashion, 
PAQ is a cornerstone for 
the advancement of this 
generation’s footprint on the 
history of the arts and the 
future.

Isabel 
McLaughlin

ARTIST OF THE WEEK

By Sharmeen Chauhdry

Isabel McLaughlin ‘21 
creates art and confrontation 
as her images focus on 
the social, political, and 
cultural. Utilizing various 
mediums including painting, 
prints, digital design, and 
performance, she hopes 
her art drives viewers and 
herself to contend with their 
social or political position 
and reflect on it. Isabel draws 
from her own experience as 

a white, middle-class woman 
and continually works to 
understand how her identity 
shapes her art. To her, art can 
be a form of activism, and has 
the power to unify, educate 
and build relationships that 
incite societal and legislative 
change.

McLaughlin studies studio 
art and political science at 
K and is involved with 
various campus organizations 
including, the Just Food 
Collective, ARTifact, 
Students for Anti-Racism, 
Environmental Conservation 
Organization, and Bach 
Festival Chorus.

JACK DENTLER & KALAMAZOO COLLEGE ARCHIVES

 WJMD founder Jack Dentler reads a broadcast script as directed by a fellow disc jockey.

JACK DENTLER & KALAMAZOO COLLEGE ARCHIVES

A friend of Dentler’s in the entrance to the original dorm room studio.
JACK DENTLER & KALAMAZOO COLLEGE ARCHIVES

Script includes alternate lines for a “station break,” a pause in the broadcast meant to announce the program again for new listeners.

See more on
thekzooindex.com



1962. That was the last 
time that the football program 
accomplished a spotless 
record for the season. The 
last time that Kalamazoo 
College football accumulated 
7 wins was 1993. 25 years 
later, in 2018, the Hornets 
won their seventh game  on 
Homecoming, while still 
remaining undefeated. The 
quest for the perfect season 
continues after the conference 
brawl with Alma, which the 
Hornets won 17-10.

All of this comes as a 
surprise to many current and 
former K students. Unlike 
tennis, football is not one of 
the more prestigious sports 
at Kalamazoo College. When 
the 2017 season came to a 
close, the student body never 
could have predicted that 
the following year would 
be anything different from 
the normal football season. 
Many current students and 
alumni alike  were surprised 
not only with the winning 
record, but with the success 
of the program this year.

“[The 7-0 start is] surprising 
since most picked K to finish 
low again. Figured non-
conference schedule may have 
been weak, but the guys just 
keep on winning,” said K 
College football alum Mike 
Siwajek, K’92.

Last year the football team 
was not a source of pride for 
the college. Growing student-
athlete culture on campus has 
lead to the increase of athletes 
on sports teams as well. 
Wanting to be a Kalamazoo 
College student-athlete is 
increasing the depth charts 
of teams in all sports, but it 
is especially noticeable in 
football.

Record Setting Year for K College Football
HOMECOMING SPORTS

The 7-0 start that 
shocked the K College 

population.

By Griffin Conley

“It’s a surprise. Period. Last 
year was poor, and K usually 
has problems with depth as our 
roster is typically far smaller 
than others in our conference, 
so the season usually gets 
tougher as it wears on and 
players get hurt. It’s great to 
see depth and improvement,” 
said Dave Ringler, K’92, 
another K football alum.

Debating whether or not 
the beginning of the schedule 
was weak does not change 
the fact that the football team 
continues to win against key 
opponents. Close wins over 
conference rivals Adrian and 
Albion kept their undefeated 
streak alive coming into the 
game against Alma.

With  Homecoming 
Weekend quickly approaching, 
there was much anticipation 
on if K football could keep the 
lossless season alive. As game 
time approached, it seemed 
that this game would be one 
of the more challenging of 
the season, as the Michigan 
weather decided to do it’s 
thing and bring three different 
seasons at once. This delayed 
the game by an hour. By game 
time the rain, hail, and howling 
winds had died down and 
the dedicated fans filled the 
stadium. 

Starting the game was 
less than exciting where the 
teams battled back and forth 
for field position. Then came 
more Michigan weather and 
temperatures dropped into the 

low 30’s with windchill. At 
halftime many fans chose to 
leave as they were drenched 
and freezing; however, the 
game was far from over. 
Going into the locker room 
at halftime, the score was tied 
at 3. In the end, Kalamazoo 
College football was unphased 
by the weather, going on to 
score an additional 14 points 
to that of Alma’s 7. The final 
score, 17-10. Another win 
for the Hornets, this time on 
Homecoming Weekend.

Although the weather 
for the team’s most recent 
victory was undesirable, many 
K alumni still keep updated 
with the scores and progress 
of the team.

“Went to games when my 
brother played through ‘95. 
Then rarely since. I always 
follow scores and have helped 
with recruiting/mentoring on 
and off,” said Siwajek.

“I coached for 2 years 
after graduating, followed 
off and on throughout the 
years. Always have an eye 
out on the scores,” said former 
Kalamazoo College defensive 
back, Steve Dougherty, K‘89.

Bouncing back from 
the dismal season that K 
had last year, there was a 
noticeable shift in attitude 
that is advertised as the 
“Send It Mentality.” With 
the development of the season, 
alumni have taken notice of 
this shift and reminisced about 
the mindset and attitude while 

they were football players 
at K. 

“The atmosphere then was 
pretty dismal in our early 
years, but the transition to 
coach Warmack made a pretty 
big difference,” said football 
alum Chad Gent, K’92.

“[The] atmosphere was very 
different and far “smaller”, 
similar to a high school. The 
facilities were dated, in poor 
condition, and hadn’t been 
renovated in decades. The 
equipment was also inferior 
in many ways to others in our 
league. We shared practice 
space and fields with other 
sports and there was much 
more “hazing” and “old 
school” practices that went 
on - some unprofessional,” 
said Ringler.

In the updates and 
the newfound culture of 
Kalamazoo football, being a 
consistently winning program 
is the end goal. With the 
success found this year, the 
team is looking to build a 
foundation for the years to 
come. 

Sustaining the success that 
K football has had so far this 
year is what they will look to 
do in the coming three weeks 
against conference opponents 
Olivet, Hope, and Trine. With 
the new motto of K football, 
fans are now wondering if 
the change in mentality can  
achieve the undefeated season 
that has eluded the team since 
1962.

Advice From K College 
Football Alumni

One game at a time. Take care of business in 
the red zone.

- Steve Dougherty, K’89, DB #20

Take care of the ball, minimize mental 
mistakes, leave it all on the field, have fun, 
and keep winning!

- Mike Siwajek, K’92, QB/P #19

Just keep on doing what they have so far, and 
enjoy all of it.

- Chad Gent, K’92, DT/TE/RB #50/40

Do not look ahead. Get better every practice 
and ENJOY the ride. You have 126 years of 
history riding with you.

- Dave Ringler, K’92, QB/WR/RB

Coaches Cook-Off
HOMECOMING SPORTS

By Griffin Conley

On Tuesday, October 16, 
coaches from Kalamazoo 
College’s varsity athletic 
teams came together in what 
was thought to be an epic 
battle of the best dish. Or 
that’s what it seemed. Instead 
anyone who attended the event 
was greeted by some intensely 
focused, but friendly faces. 
These coaches, joined by 
Athletic Director Becky Hall, 
and hosted by OSI, cooked 
up burgers for the students 
of Kalamazoo College.

Photos
HOMECOMING

By Griffin Conley
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DeRay Mckesson 
Promotes 

Freedom, Hope in 
Face of Violence
Famed activist inspires 

using data-driven analysis 
of racial inequities and 
our role in imagining a 
more hopeful future

By Meredith Ashton

Students, faculty, and 
community members packed 
into the Stetson Chapel pews 
on Thursday, October 25 in 
anticipation of one of the 
most influential social justice 
activists of our time: DeRay 
Mckesson. 

A collaboration between the 
Political Science Department 
and the Center for Civic 
Engagement, the two groups 
worked together to bring this 
famed lecturer to campus 
for the annual 2018 William 
Weber Lecture in Government 
and Society for his talk “On 
the Other Side of Freedom: 
The Case for Hope.”

Continued on Page 2

First Female 
Golfer Inducted 
into College’s 
Hall of Fame
Kristyn Buhl-Lepisto 
‘04 recognized as an 
outstanding athlete

By Sydney Rotigel-Finegan

Kristyn Buhl-Lepisto ‘04 
was 5 years old when she first 
picked up a golf club, and it 
was love at first swing. She 
started competing at the age 
of 6, and continued through 
high school to win Michigan’s 
State Championship 3 out of 4 
years. According to Kristyn the 
team really should have won 
all 4. She “couldn’t imagine 
not playing in college,”  and 
was also drawn to a liberal arts 
education, smaller class sizes, 
and study abroad. Kristyn 
chose to attend Kalamazoo 
College, and, fourteen years 
after her graduation, has 
been honored as the first 
female golfer inducted into 
K’s Athletic Hall of Fame.  

Continued on Page 6

Trying Times for Communities at K 
EDITORIAL STATEMENT

Continued on Page 4

The last few weeks of horrific national news have shone a spotlight on the gross abuses of power 
committed at the federal, state, and local level. Our editorial staff feels deep sorrow for these offenses 

and wants students to know that we will work to support them as they grapple with these issues.

FACILITIES MANAGEMENT

Heat Issues in Dewing and Across Campus Point to College’s Aging Infrastructure

By Cavan Bonner

An in-depth dive into 
K’s steam distribution 
system; or, why a semi-
truck sized boiler sat in 
Red Square for weeks

of breakdowns has brought 
the reality of the campus’s 
aging infrastructure into the 
daily lives of many faculty, 
staff, and students. 

“The cold [in Dewing] 
had a huge impact on the 
learning environment—
it was hard to concentrate 
for both my students and 
me,” Professor of History 
Dr. Charlene Boyer Lewis 
said. According to Dr. Boyer 
Lewis, there were not enough 
portable heaters to cover 
every classroom and office 

in Dewing simultaneously. 
“It’s very hard to heat up an 
entire classroom with one 
heater—my students were 
gathered around like it was 
a fireplace.”

The first major problem 
with the steam distribution 
system during this academic 
year was a leaking line at the 
intersection of Acker Lane and 
Academy Street, according to 
Susan Lindemann, Director 
of Facilities Management. 
The steam system was 
designed with valves that 

DOMINIC RASCON-POWELL/ THE INDEX

A large trailer containing a mobile steam boiler sits atop Red Square. 

Mia Henry,  Executive Director of Arcus Center, to Step Down
ARCUS CENTER FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE LEADERSHIP

Facilitator, organizer, and 
educator to pursue Civil 
Rights Movement tours 

By Andrew Parsons

Read more online at  
t h e k z o o i n d e x . c o m

MIA HENRY

Mia Henry standing before the newly constructed Arcus Center. 

Following five years of 
working as the executive 
director of the Arcus Center 
for Social Justice Leadership, 
Mia Henry will be stepping 
down after December 2018.

Henry first arrived on 
campus two months before 
completion of the Center’s 
construction, allowing her 
“an opportunity to really think 
about [the Center’s] role on 
campus, which values we held, 
and how to make sure the 
Center is accessible and a 
place where people want to be, 
where people can do their best 
thinking, and where people 
can be their best selves.”

Henry was instrumental in 

advancing the Arcus Center’s 
early work. After settling 
logistical questions, she turned 
her attention toward providing 
trainings and fellowships. “I 
always tell people that there 
are a lot of different ways you 
can do social justice work—
online organizing, direct 
action, policy research—and 
we do it through capacity 
building and education.”

As a self-described 
“generalist when it comes to 
social justice work,” Henry 
thinks about what it means 
to “emphasize collective 
action and how to apply 
a vision.” She likes to see 
what can be created and 
built, thereby characterizing 
herself as “comfortable in 
entrepreneurial settings.”

This sentiment serves as the 
impetus for Henry’s departure. 
After K, Henry will continue 

to grow Freedom Lifted, a 
small business she owns and 
operates which provides four- 
to eight-day-long civil rights-
oriented tours through the 
South. For her guests, “it’s 
about immersing themselves 
in history and thinking about 
what we can learn from it.”

Henry’s campus presence 
will continue until June 2019 
as she maintains commitments 
to academic advisees and 
administrative committees. 
“We also have community 
members with fellowships 
going until June 30, 2019, and 
I want to see that program to 
its completion.”

Henry fondly looks back 
on her experience at K, 
saying, “it was a big life 
change, but is has been 
great.” According to Henry, 
the Arcus Center is distinctive 
from other collegiate social 

can isolate lines from the 
rest of the system. Because 
of the system’s age, some 
of these valves no longer 
operate, making it impossible 
to isolate that line from the 
rest of the system. Lindemann 
added that at 280 degrees, the 
steam lines are too hot for a 
human to safely repair. These 
factors made it necessary to 
temporarily shut down the 
entire steam distribution 
system in order to fix the 
first leak.

 

justice initiatives in its focus 
not on a singular issue, but 
providing leadership training 
to help “people pave the way 
and create paths for justice-
oriented thinking.” Henry 
is therefore most proud that 
the Arcus Center has been 
able to serve campus and the 
community in ways that have 
supported their leadership.

She leaves Kalamazoo 
College  hoping that “everyone 
who graduates will go into 
whatever field they choose 
with a social justice lens 
and know how to use their 
skills, passion, and vocation to 
advance justice in the world, 
to make it a world that’s more 
liveable and more affirming 
to everybody, regardless 
of their identities and their 
background.”

For a few grueling weeks 
in October, steam was on 
the tip of everyone’s tongue. 
Between a leaking pipe at the 
Upjohn Library and broken 
heat exchangers in Dewing 
and Crissey Hall, the string Continued on Page 2
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Photo of the Week: An oil tank, used as part of the temporary heating solution, sits near the mobile boiler atop Red Square. Barricade tape disuades entry and hampers foot traffic. DANIEL HORWITZ / THE INDEX
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We, the Index staff, produce this pub-
lication to accomplish the following 
goals: The Index will serve as a means 
of communication between students, 
administrators and members of the 
community.  We will respect all opinions 
and present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although we 
are a staff comprised solely of unpaid 
student members, we will strive to 
make The Index accurate and truthful to 
adhere to all standards of professional 
journalism.  We recognize and respect 
the privileges given to us under the First 
Amendment, including the freedoms 
of speech and of the press. The Index 
is a form of editorial expression and 
we, the staff have the authority to make 
our own content decisions.  We will 
provide a sounding board for the campus 
community; therefore the opinions 
expressed in by-lines, opinion articles 
and letters should not be considered 
to be the opinions of the newspaper 
staff as a whole.

Co-Editor-in-Chief..........Andrew Parsons
Co-Editor-in-Chief..............Meredith Ashton
News Editor....................Cavan Bonner
Features Editor................Emma Theiss 
Arts Editor............Sharmeen Chauhdry
Opinions Editor.........Amelia Donohoe
Sports Editor.........Griffin Conley

The Index encourages reader response 
in the form of letters to the editor.  
The Index reserves the right to edit 
for clarity, length, grammar and libel.  
Also reserved is the right to not print 
letters to the editor. Signed letters are 
preferred, but unsigned letters dealing 
with sensitive issues will be accepted 
and printed at the discretion of the 
editorial board.  Letters should be 
submitted via email by midnight on 
the Sunday before the issue in which 
they are to appear.  Please contact The 
Index with any further issues, comments 
or inquiries.  Please keep letters under 
300 words.

World News

IBM Acquires Red 
Hat for $34 billion 
Software giant IBM bought 
open source software provider 
Red Hat to expand its cloud 
computing capabilities. The 
acquisition has left many 
excited, skeptical, or uneasy.

India Unveils World’s 
Tallest Statue, 597 ft.
The $430m monument to 
independence leader Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel was deemed 
a “Statue of Unity.” Twice the 
height as the Statue of Liberty, it is 
a point of pride and controversy.  

Tesla: Profits, SEC 
& ‘Starman’ Satellite
Notorious car manufacturer 
Tesla posts best quarter ever; 
meanwhile, SEC subpoenas 
production data. Tesla car launched 
by SpaceX in February is beyond 
Mars, 155 million miles away.

Angela Merkel to 
Step Down in 2021
After serving as German 
Chancellor since 2005 and center-
right party leader since 2000, 
Angela Merkel has announced 
her abdication of leadership 
when her term ends in 2021.

Boeing 737 Crashes 
into Sea off Jakarta
The Lion Air jet crashed shortly 
after taking off. The cause 
remains unclear, but the black 
box has been found by divers. 
There are no known survivors 
from the 189 people on board.

‘Right-to-Repair’ 
Advocates Claim Win
The Librarian of Congress and 
the U.S. Copyright Office have 
granted consumers and repair 
shops greater freedom to fix their 
smartphones, voice assistants, 
vehicles, and other products.

Trump’s Immigration 
Politics Stir Many
Trump deployed 5,000 troops to 
U.S.-Mexican border. Meanwhile, 
6,000 migrants travel toward U.S. 
Trump also incited strife through 
an announcement to end birthright 
citizenship via executive order.

National News

Mckesson’s presentation 
began with an anecdote 
explaining his formative 
experience as an activist at 
the 2014 Ferguson protests in 
Missouri. He said during the 
most violent protests, there 
was a five-second-rule with 
the police; if a protester stood 
in the same spot on the street 
for more than five seconds, 
then they could be approached 
or even arrested by the police

Pausing to let that sink 
in, Mckesson continued: “It 
feels like a long time since 
the protests, but it also seems 
so close…it reminds me how 
fragile freedom is.”

As a leading voice in 
the Black Lives Matter 
Movement and an organizer 
of the 2014 Michael Brown 
shooting protests in Ferguson, 

Mckesson has proven to be 
an effectual authority in 
social justice work. Since 
the movement’s beginning 
in 2014, he’s co-founded 
Campaign Zero and OurStates, 
both of which promote data-
driven policy solutions to 
combat racial inequity and 
police brutality in the United 
States. 

Dr. Jennifer Einspahr, 
the Department Chair of 
Political Science, explained 
Mckesson’s accomplishments 
and reputation as a speaker as 
the impetus for his invitation 

to the annual William Weber 
Lecture series. She said K 
students had enthusiastically 
requested Mckesson to be the 
lecturer when they met to 
discuss potential candidates 
last spring. 

Mckesson is one of the 
“World’s Greatest Leaders” 
according to the 2015 Fortune 
Magazine and one of the “30 
Most Important People on the 
Internet” in Time Magazine 
from 2016. 

Mckesson taught sixth 
grade math in Baltimore, 
Maryland after graduating 

Far-right Wins Brazil’s 
Presidential Election
Jair Bolsonaro’s pledge to fight 
crime and corruption won him 
mass support. Critics concerned 
by his praise of the former 
dictatorship, and his comments on 
race, women, and homosexuality.

Tension in Georgian 
Gubernatorial Election
Suspicion of rampant voter 
suppression and election 
meddling in Georgia’s race 
for the governorship sullies 
a historic contest. The race 
has drawn national attention.

Far-right Terrorism 
Threatens 14, Kills 11
14 explosive devices were  sent 
to prominent Democratic and 
media figures. In a separate 
incident, 11 were killed in 
Pittsburgh synagogue  shooting. 
Both suspects are in custody.
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“Turning the steam on 
and off will necessarily 
cause problems with that 
deterioration,” Lindemann 
said. “Any time you have that 
heating and cooling of metal, 
you have the opportunity to 
open up vulnerabilities in the 
pipe.”

However, Lindemann 
cautioned that it is “not 
completely accurate to say 
its a direct cause and effect.” 
Lindemann believes that the 
shutdown may have expedited 
problems that had already 
developed in the decades-old 
system. The main lines of the 
steam system date back to the 
seventies, and Lindemann says 
that some of the branches are 
even older.

L i n d e m a n n  a l s o 
distinguished between recent 
problems within in the steam 
distribution system and the 
heating, ventilation, and air 
conditioning (HVAC) system. 
The problems at Acker and 
Academy, and at the Upjohn 
Library, had to do with the 
steam distribution system. 
In both cases, the lines were 
broken. 

In Dewing and Crissey, however, 
the problems had to do with 
the building’s heat exchanger. 
The heat exchanger uses steam 
from the distribution system 
to heat water that provides 
heating to the building. 

In the case of Dewing, an 
entirely new heat exchanger 
had to be manufactured and 
shipped according to custom 
specifications, a process that 
took weeks. Lindemann 
described the device as 
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weighing 800 pounds and 
extending eight feet. 

Ian McKnight ‘19, who 
sits on the Board of Trustees 
Buildings and Grounds 
Committee as the KCCSR 
representative, said that 
“student government has been 
following this for a long time. 
We kind of knew that this 
was going to be an issue.” 
Regarding student feedback 
and reactions, McKnight said, 
“I think it’s a big thing and it’s 
a visible thing, but when you 
look at like the actual impact 
it has, it’s not cataclysmic.” 

McKnight also noted that the 
string of heating failures have 
helped students appreciate 
how complex and vital the 
College’s infrastructure is. 
“If you were donating to 
Kalamazoo College, you are 
going to be far more keen to 
have a swimming pool named 

after you than a steam tunnel,” 
McKnight quipped. 

Lindemann and McKnight 
both pointed to regional 
heating plants as a future 
solution. The current system 
inputs water (and various 
purifying chemicals) from 
one central source, after 
which the steam is pushed 
throughout the campus. One 
of the main downsides to a 
centralized system is that a 
great deal of energy is lost 
when steam is delivered to 
locations that are far from the 
source, such as Trowbridge 
Hall. Regional heat plants 
mitigate this problem by 
providing heat to individual 
buildings. The College’s 
first regional heat plant is 
expected to accompany the 
new Natatorium, which is 
scheduled to be completed 
by October 2020.

from Bowdoin College, a 
small liberal arts institution he 
likened to Kalamazoo College. 
Following his career in 
education, he wholeheartedly 
engaged in social justice 
activism and local politics, 
even running for Mayor of 
Baltimore in 2016. 

Mckesson’s work is 
primarily data-driven. He said 
much of the information on 
police brutality comes from 
flawed data sets that exclude 
incidents like off-duty officers 
or violent episodes without 
gun usage. To address this 
issue of reliable data, he and 
his colleagues created their 
own database of racially-
motivated violence for their 
own work and have since 
made it available for other 
activist groups around the 
country. 

Mckesson acknowledged 
a number of high-profile, 
racially-motivated police 

killings, remembering each 
victim by name. He clicked 
to his next PowerPoint slide, 
which read in bold text: “Black 
people are more likely to be 
killed by police, less likely to 
be armed, and less likely to 
be threatening someone when 
they are killed.”

He let the audience sit in 
silence for a moment. 

The next slides were 
sobering. According to 
his research, police officer 
training programs spend seven 
times as many hours teaching 
how to shoot as they do in de-
escalating situations. Many 
police department contracts 
are written in favor of the 
officers, allowing for officers 
to have citizen complaints 
erased after a few years, or 
even forbidding complaints 
of police brutality to be filed. 

“Part of our work is to help 
people see that these things are 
structural,” Mckesson said, 

explaining his examination 
of big-picture trends in police 
brutality and contract analysis. 

    Mckesson concluded his 
talk by asking the audience 
what their task moving 
forward. He said that everyone 
enters into activism work 
differently, and it’s his job 
to help them find that entrance. 

“It’s about asking the right 
questions, rather than giving 
the right speech,” he said. 

Mckesson left Stetson 
Chapel with a message of 
hope. He encouraged each 
person to use every tool in 
their toolkit; not just voting, 
but also an intentional 
awareness and constant call 
to action that social justice 
demands. 

“We’re trying to tell a story 
about a world we’ve never seen 
before,” he said, calling on the 
audience to understand the 
social constraints of our world 
today—and dream anyway.

MADISON TRIPLETT



VIRTUAL REALITY

Thrillingly Low-Pressure: Virtual Reality Supports Exploration, Not Competition

By Amelia Donohoe

The queen of user-error 
visits the Center for 

New Media Studies’ new 
Virtual Reality Lab

On the off chance I play 
Mario Kart, I am the one in 
the back of the car who just 
throws things at passersby. 
Pressing a singular button is 
where I really shine, unless 
consistently getting crushed 
by boulders or throwing my 
vehicle off the side of Rainbow 
Road were to suddenly 
become important objectives. 
During my one attempt to 
play Call of Duty, I realized 
I was far more interested in 
walking my character around 
and commenting on the funky 
mid-century modern interiors 
of some of the virtual homes, 
and thus was cyber-murdered 
numerous times.

So it was with these 
shortcomings but appreciation 
for the craft of creating 
computer-generated worlds 
that I volunteered to try K 
College’s new Virtual Reality 
Lab. I was extremely grateful 
to have the ever-patient Kobe 
Gementiza ‘21 with me, so 
as to avoid having to flail 
around in a room by myself. 
Though he had tried out an 
Oculus Rift device before, 
this would be my first time 
experiencing an immersive, 
three dimensional world. 
Though online reservations 
are recommended, we threw 
caution to the wind and 
dropped by the lab during its 
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. weekday 
hours.

When we walked into the 
Center for New Media Design 
on the first floor of the library, 
we were greeted by Josh 
Moon, resident Educational 
Technology Specialist. He 
had us fill out a quick waiver, 
demonstrated how to adjust the 

headset and handheld controls, 
and then I was suddenly in a 
cluttered RV with a robot. It 
kept handing me CD-roms and 
I was prompted on the screen 
to input them into machines 
that then created laser guns 
and for some reason, maracas. 

As an added touch, virtual 
butterflies floated around. I 
was thoroughly overwhelmed 
but in awe.

Kobe scrolled through the 
various game and experience 
options until he settled on 
“Dreams of Dali.” With no 

instructions, he entered what 
we realized was all of Salvador 
Dali’s paintings seamlessly 
rendered into one cohesive 
world. Sitting in an office 
chair, I could watch Kobe 
navigate this realm from a 
large TV screen above him. 

This was when I realized that 
virtual reality is an experience 
rather than a game and you 
just get to wander around. 
I honestly found the lack of 
competition and pressure 
thrilling. 

He chose “Google Earth” 
next, and it brought finding 
your ancestral homeland or 
your ex-boyfriend’s favorite 
park to a whole new level. 
Not only could you float down 
to Paris from space, but you 
could change the time of day 
so as to see the Eiffel Tower 
at sunset. Tours were also an 
option, and were grouped into 
different categories such as 
“Colors” or “Nature.” Arches 
National Park in Utah was 
stunningly rendered, and Kobe 
stood on the edge of a cliff 
staring into the canyon below.

There was a program that 
offered guided tours of World 
Heritage sites, one involving 
Afrofeminism, and even 
an interactive version of 
Disney’s Coco. With some 
scrolling and the press of a 
button, a viewer could be 
informed, entertained, or some 
combination therein. My last 
selection brought me back to 
my shoddy video game record.

In an industrial setting 
where everything was painted 
white, I clutched a sword and 
a hammer, attempting to avoid 
advances made by faceless 
strangers made of ruby-red 
stone. While I could not get 
past the first level and will 
probably have nightmares 
about rock people, Kobe and I 
agreed the Virtual Reality was 
a user-friendly, fun way to go 
to Tokyo for free or temporarily 
become a cartoon skeleton.

On October 28, the 
Students for Reproductive 
Freedom (SRF) held an 
initial planning meeting for 
the all-new, tentatively titled, 
Kalamazoo College Sexual 
Education Conference. It is 
expected to take place this 
winter from February 15-17. 

The initiative is sponsored 
by the College’s Center for 
Civic Engagement (CCE), an 
institution that brings together 
the College and the greater 
Kalamazoo community in 
sustained partnerships that 
foster collaborative learning 
and civic participation. 

This is the first time that 
an immersive, multiple-day, 
student-led sexual education 
conference will happen on 
campus, providing a huge 
step in sexual education and 
awareness at the College. 

“One of the reasons 
why we decided to host a 
conference is that we want 
to open up the audience for 
these topics to those outside 
Students for Reproductive 
Freedom,” Hannah Ginsberg 
‘21 said. “Even though we 
have amazing programs like 
Title IX and Green Dot, it is 
never enough.” 

Ginsberg,  a  Civic 
Engagement Scholar, 

Sexual 
Education 

Conference 
Planned for 
Spring 2019

STUDENT HEALTH

Students for 
Reproductive Freedom 
plans a collaborative 
event to further sexual 

health and education at K

By Kobe Gementiza

introduced SRF as an 
organization under the 
CCE which “works with 
the Kalamazoo College 
campus and the Kalamazoo 
community at large to do 
work concerning topics like 
bodily autonomy and domestic 
violence, working within the 
framework of reproductive 
justice.” Some of the topics 
they have discussed this 
year are forced sterilization, 
medical racism, and the 
history of reproductive justice 
itself. SRF is also planning 
future events that center 
around prison abolition, 
the intersection of state and 
gender violence, and what 
feminism means to Kalamazoo 
College students. 

“There are aspects of sexual 
culture and reproductive 
freedom that people don’t 
know about, such as the 
services Planned Parenthood 
and the Health Center offer in 
terms of contraception and 

Following the departure of 
Provost Mickey McDonald 
last December, the College has 
begun the extensive process of 
finding a qualified candidate 
to fill his position. For the 
time being, Dr. Laura Lowe 
Furge is serving as Kalamazoo 
College’s interim provost.

The responsibilities and 
functions of the provost are 
often murky and unknown to 
the student body, but they are 
crucial to the functioning of the 
college. The provost reports 
directly to President Jorge G. 
Gonzalez, and also serves as 
an intermediary between the 
faculty and administration. 
A good candidate will have 
a clear vision and direction 
for the school as a whole. 
Students will see the impact 
of the provost’s decisions 
impact them most in academic 
programming and curriculum 
changes, as they oversee both 
the student programming 
budget and the faculty 
and staff working towards 
improvements for students. 

 Computer science professor 
Dr. Alyce Brady is the chair of 
the Provost Search Committee, 
along with several other 
faculty and staff members 
who have been involved from 
the beginning of the process. 
Kalamazoo College has hired 
an outside firm, Storbeck/

Provost 
Search to 
Conclude, 

New Provost 
Expected by 

2019

ADMINISTRATION

Though search for the 
new provost is underway, 

many students are 
unfamiliar with the 
process and position

By Emma Theiss

Pimentel & Associates, to 
assist the College in finding 
qualified candidates. Once 
the search was narrowed 
to four finalists, they were 
flown to Detroit from across 
the country for individual 
campus visits. These visits 
entailed community forums 
open to the student body, as 
well as private luncheons with 
selected students to provide 
direct feedback on impressions 
from their unique perspective. 
The committee, with the input 
of the associate provost, and 
current Interim Provost, Dr. 
Furge, will make their decision 
shortly, and the chosen 
candidate will begin work as 
the provost following the end 
of the 2018-19 academic year.

sexual health,” Ginsberg said. 
“We’re really hoping this 
conference will let students be 
really aware of the resources 
they have available to them 
inside and outside campus.”

The conference will not 
only center conversations 
around consent, rape 
culture, domestic violence, 
and contraception, but also 
topics often seen as taboo 
in sexual health discourse: 
orgasms, kink culture, BDSM, 
and how to have better sex. 
College hookup culture 
coupled with the prevalence of 
sexual assault and harassment 
mean these topics often go 
unaddressed. 

However, Ginsberg sees 
college “as a time where 
people explore their sexuality 
and what sex means to them 
… so this is a great time to 
have this conversation.”

In recent years, the 
prevalence of online dating 
apps has led to a cultural 

shift around dating. And in 
the U.S., the conversation 
around previously taboo 
topics like kinks and BDSM 
has somewhat opened up, 
Ginsberg said.

As a new project, the 
Kalamazoo Sexual Education 
Conference requires more 
preliminary planning than 
other long-standing events. 
The planning meeting 
included discussion with 
student organizations such 
as Women of Color Alliance 
and Love Your Own Way, 
a previously dormant club 

about kink culture rebooted 
last spring. 

“One of the reasons we 
have this meeting is to gather 
input and feedback from other 
viewpoints and to make 
connections all throughout 
campus,” Ginsberg said. 
“They are hoping to work with 
other student organizations 
like Kaleidoscope to provide a 
more well-rounded experience 
at this conference…I’m 
excited for students, including 
myself, to learn from their 
peers and other resources that 
attend.”

HUMANS OF K

“My family is pretty close; 
I have a twin brother, and this 
is the longest we have been 
separated before. It’s such a 
weird thing not to always have 
him with me, it’s weird to have 
a different identity. I don’t want 
to change, I don’t want our 
relationship to change, and I 

don’t want him to change. When 
I was younger, my brother was 
really sick, and so my parents 
weren’t around because they 
were with him. I had a lot of 
separation anxiety because I 
didn’t like that they were always 
away. I never told them how 
much this affected me until 

years later. That was when I was 
4-7 years old and now I’m 18 
and now I just told them how I 
felt. I think if I said something 
earlier things would be different. 
But I’m not sure if I would want 
things to be different, because 
I have this thing to look off of 
now.” - Ellie Jones ‘22
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In Spite of Everything: Think Positively
POLITICS

By Addissyn House

The aftermath of bomb 
threats dives deep into 

rhetoric

When a kid is in the third 
grade they say they want to be 
a teacher, a mom, an astronaut, 
a ballerina, a firefighter. They 
want to be president of the 
United States. They give you a 
big grin and act like they know 
exactly what that job entails.

Usually we smile, knowing 
they have a lot of growing left. 
Today, though, the role of the 
presidency might be better 
off with an eight year old. 
At least then there would be 
some positivity, some empathy 
coming out of the mouth of 
our president.

On Wednesday, October 
24, several packages were 
intercepted by the FBI that 
were intended for former 
President Barack Obama, 
former Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton, and CNN 
headquarters, among others. 
These packages were bomb 
threats. The current President’s 
response was a call for unity 
late on Wednesday afternoon 
and a blaming of the media 
in the days following. 

Trump waited several hours 
to make a response to the 
bomb threats. He blamed the 
media when a media company 
was threatened. He called for 
unity before and after his own 
words attacked Democrats.

As CNN reporter Anderson 
Cooper made clear, Trump’s 
words are hypocritical. Not 
only do they contradict one 
another (unity while blaming 
people), they also take away 
the influence he may have 
had on those bomb threats. 
No direct ties have obviously 
been found to relate them back 
to Trump himself, but words 
carry weight. A president who 
is constantly on Twitter should 
know this, and we teach our 
children this from a young age. 
The words of the president 
in particular have weight for 
the entire world, not just our 
nation.

We cannot be a nation 
at peace when the rhetoric 
coming from our leader is 
divisive or even violent. Words 
that inspire change are well 
thought out; they empower 
and encourage people to 
fight for what they believe in. 
They do not inspire anger and 
hatred. When the president’s 
words come in delayed 280 
character snippets, with words 

in complete caps, there is 
much to be said about the 
way our country is changing, 
and it isn’t for the better. There 
cannot be unity without first 
a calmer voice leading the 
nation.

But what can we do on a 
small scale? As individuals, 
we can assert our own positive 
rhetoric. Use Twitter in the 
opposite way: share stories of 
positivity and growth in our 
communities, call for action 
when you see injustice. Tell 
someone you love them, hold 
the door open for a stranger, 
thank people for everything, 
have civil conversations about 
controversial topics, keep an 
open mind. And don’t listen 
to the aggressive words of a 
president once more on the 
campaign trail trying to rile 
people up in order to get votes 
in the future. Seek the media 
that tells the truth; the first 
amendment is freedom of 
press, after all. 

Small things unite a 
nation. By voting, seeking 
out positive, truthful media, 
being good role models, and 
uniting together, the third 
grader who wants to be the 
president of the United States 
might actually be following 
in positive footsteps.

We See You, We Hear You, We Stand With You
EDITORIAL STATEMENT

By The Editorial Board

To members of the 
College community 
of all identities and 

backgrounds affected by 
recent tragedies and civil 
rights threats: we hear 

you, we support you, we 
stand with you, and we 
will continue to do so

As a 141-year-old student 
organization chartered to serve 
the students of Kalamazoo 
College, we, as the members 
of The Index’s editorial board, 
feel it necessary to address 
recent violences and remind 
our readership we stand with 
them. 

In the last few weeks, 
we have seen Dr. Christine 
Blasey Ford, a sexual assault 
survivor, invalidated by our 
elected officials and her 
alleged assailant confirmed 
to a lifetime appointment on 
the Supreme Court. We have 
seen the active attempt to strip 
the rights of and effectively 
erase the legal standing of 
transgender people. We have 
seen an anti-semitic terrorist 
attack which killed 11. We 
have seen the alleged lynching 
of Black Lives Matter activist 
Danye Jones which police are 
investigating as a suicide. And 
we have seen our President 
break with international legal 
precedent and and propose the 
use of military force against 
a group of refugees seeking 
asylum in our nation.

We understand that although 
these events are not local, they 
hold very real consequences 
and trauma for students at 
Kalamazoo College. Members 
of our editorial staff have 
personally felt this trauma 
and violence first-hand, and 
we all want to acknowledge 
that this pain is real, that these 
experiences are valid, and 
that your student newspaper 
supports you. 

The Index’s mission 

statement reminds us of our 
role to provide “service to the 
student.”  Our vision as an 
editorial board is to exemplify 
this mission with every 
newspaper published and 
weekly meeting held. At the 
same time, we acknowledge 
that journalism comes from 
a historical place of privilege 
and oppression. 

Historically, and to a certain 
extent today, it was wealthy 
white men who sat in editorial 
meetings and determined for 
a far more diverse American 
citizenry what constituted 
an “important” news story. 
Furthermore, we recognize 
that The Index as a student 
organization at Kalamazoo 
College has tended to 
be primarily white and 
cisgendered in its membership; 
with this acknowledgement, 
we hope to continue growing 
away from this antiquated 
power structure toward a 
journalistic framework which 
includes and accepts a wider 
range of voices.

We as an editorial staff 
are doing our best to think 
outside of the perceptions 
that have been the product 
of our own experiences, 
but are acutely aware of the 
limitations that come with 
our social privileges. With 
our own identities and room 
for growth in mind, we have a 
deep commitment to continual 
learning for, and improvement 
of, The Index. Therefore, we 
welcome any and all feedback 
for how we can better support 
you.

Our role as a primary source 
of campus news produced by 
and for the College community 
is a privilege accompanied 
by significant responsibility. 
We strive to use this power 
to create a medium through 
which varying opinions 
are expressed and further 
campus-wide discourse can 
occur. Our hope is not only to 
accommodate a multi-faceted 
readership, but also to serve 
as an institution committed to 

publishing the perspectives of 
those with varied identities 
and experiences.

We’d like to formally invite 
each and every one of our 
readers to actively participate 
in this process. Our weekly 
meetings (every Monday at 
4:30 p.m. in Hicks 116) are 
open to all. We are available 
by email if you would like 
to send us feedback on the 
paper privately, submit letters 
to the editor for publication, 
or pitch ideas for new stories. 
Per our existing Submissions 
Policy, we refuse to publish 
hate speech, and anyone who 
desires to write an opinion that 
expresses violence or bigotry 
toward any community will 
not have their work published. 
If anything is printed that 
makes you feel uncomfortable 
or violated, do not hesitate to 
contact us, as we will make 
time to talk with you.

Resulting directly from our 
country’s current political 
climate, these physical 
and institutional attacks 
on communities have been 
painted as an issue of partisan 
bias. As a news publication, 
we would like to acknowledge 
that these injustices in no way 
can be reduced to the opinions 
of either side of a very 
polarized political system. 
We instead take them seriously 
as human rights violations in 
a country that was built on 
the ideal of freedom for all 
citizens—an aspiration that 
has gone unrealized for nearly 
250 years. Our mission and 
our message is to move closer 
to this ideal. 

With this in mind, it is not 
with pleasure but a sense 
of necessity that we speak 
directly to you, our readers. In 
the face of national violence, 
fear, and divisive rhetoric 
we hope ours is a voice of 
cautious hope for the future. 
Our message as your student 
newspaper is this: we see you, 
we hear you, we stand with 
you.

We Want
Quadstock

2019

STUDENT CULTURE

By Mathu Jennings

After over 20 years, is 
it possible to resurrect 
the revered yet long-
gone music festival 

from the dead?

It all started in 1979 when 
Charlie Bono, a student of 
Kalamazoo College, wanted 
publicity for his band. With 
the help of the College Union 
Board and Student Activities, 
an exciting K tradition was 
born.

Quadstock was an annual 
event during Kalamazoo 
College’s summer quarter. 
For 18 years, K students 
revelled in Quadstock until 
it disappeared in 1997. 

Two student-writers for The 
Index in the 1980s suggest 
that there were plenty forms 
of entertainment associated 
with Quadstock. “All the 
beer you can drink” and the 
occasional, “two athletic-
looking guys going down 
[the quad] together, naked, 
holding hands,” were among 
the famous pastimes.

Though there were also 
events such as the traditional 
picnic in the afternoon, 
Quadstock was predominantly 
a music festival; the main draw 
was the roaring concert at 
night. Of the musical groups 
that participated, K student-

musicians played most often.
A 1983 Index article 

described how Quadstock 
had, “...nine bands, which 
were enthusiastically received 
by the sell-out crowd [and] 
played a variety of music.” 
The crowds were massive in 
the beginning but slowly got 
smaller over time, sentencing 
Quadstock to limbo.

What caused Quadstock to 
fade away from Kalamazoo 
College’s history?

Various Index articles 
from the 1990s suggest that 
the abolition of the summer 
quarter, scheduling constraints, 
and noise complaints—
leading to Kalamazoo City 
Police involvement—were 
the three preeminent issues.

Before the summer term 
was removed from the K-Plan, 
Quadstock was usually held 
during the ninth week of the 
quarter due to scheduling 
conflicts with tennis events. 
But once its novelty wore 
off, holding Quadstock 
during ninth week became 
problematic. The reason was 
simply because K students 
then were—as they are 
now—generally too busy to 
attend an all-day event. Also, 
many students went home 
during the ninth week in the 
past. Quadstock ‘19 should 
therefore be held sometime 
around the middle of spring 
quarter. 

Another problem was the 
event’s lively nature; local 
residents were annoyed by 
the volume. Noise complaints 
were the worst when the event 
was held at K’s Athletic 
Complex or the upper quad 
because of their proximity in 
relation to residential-areas. 

When it was held on the lower 
quad, the noise complaints 
were reduced, but damage to 
the quad’s grass caused the 
administration to relocate it.

Despite these obstacles 
faced in the past, I think that 
we need to bring Quadstock 
back to campus for a couple of 
reasons. First, I think it would 
be a great way to bring K’s 
campus together in a sense of 
community. Additionally, the 
event would also give K artists 
an opportunity to share their 
art with an audience.

I think it would be safe to 
say that K is cliquey. Students 
naturally form groups based 
on class, major, housing, like-
mindedness, etc. If a campus-
wide event happened it would 
support inter-mingling 
between cliques. Think about 
how many of your friends 
belong to multiple friend 
groups.

Quadstock was last written 

about (until now) in 2014 
by Shelby Long, a journalist 
for Naked Music Magazine. 
Speaking on the event, she said 
that, “A common atmosphere 
existed, one of relaxation and 
simplicity.” 

Quadstock ‘19 would have 
people coming together as K 
students.

“One of the major purposes 
of Quadstock was to get some 
of the unrecognized talent 
out there for the rest of us to 
enjoy,” Former College Union 
Board Chair Lisa Engel said 
in the Index. Quadstock ‘19 
would give many students 
a chance to share their art, 
whether it be visual, musical, 
or anything in between.

The event could be 
prolonged late into the night, 
like it once was. This could 
annoy residents within K’s 
vicinity, but if the festival 
had an actual end-time, then 
Quadstock ‘19 would be 

more feasible. In addition, 
a compromise with the 
school and local authorities 
could prove beneficial for 
the event. This would be a 
happy medium for those who 
contacted the local authorities 
to cease the noise in the past.

The original event’s format 
could not possibly be used 
for Quadstock ‘19.  Some 
things that happened at the 
original Quadstock would not 
be acceptable today, such as 
students getting absolutely 
sloshed on the quad. 

The “Quadstock method” 
would require some major 
tweaks in order for a 
contemporary revival to 
shine. There would also have 
to be extensive planning for 
Quadstock ‘19, but it would 
be easily achievable with 
dedicated event-planners, 
proper advocation, and 
most importantly, a willing, 
supportive student body.

Myself and others plan to 
introduce a working-proposal 
to various organizations like 
OSI. We could also create 
sign-up sheets for artists 
who want to participate in 
the art-festival. In addition, 
I would love to see some 
alumni bands return such as 
“Plate O’ Shrimp” and “The 
Receding Harlines”, for a post-
millennial encore.

“Obviously there is much 
more planning to be done, 
we’re only in the beginning 
stages of planning the event,” 
said Nick Klepser, an intended 
event-planner.

In the words of Pete 
Balousek, former WJMD 
representative to the College 
Union Board,  “it’s gonna’ be 
a rockin’ time. It’s going to be 
loud, so you won’t be able to 
get away from it. You may as 
well come.”

KALAMZOO COLLEGE ARCHIVES



Colligiate Cable-Cutting Conveys Cultural Change 
PERSPECTIVE

September 2018 commenced the first academic year without full cable service since 2006. Media consumption is 
changing, and the implications will be reflected not only in leisure and routine, but in societal discourse as well.

Information Services 
discontinued the College’s 
expanded cable subscription 
this year, leaving the 
dormitories without the 
service enjoyed since 2006. 
Coaxial cable connections in 
the dormitories no longer work 
the way they used to; hereafter, 
that likely means very little to 
the majority of K students. 
But the loss of dozens of 
channels is part of a larger 
story encircling generational 
shifts; as small as a switch 
to an intermediary, abridged 
airwave-based service may 
seem, we are witnesses to a 
broader evolution in media 
consumption.

Nonrenewal of the 
College’s expanded cable 
television subscription was 
outwardly a financial decision. 
“We won’t have the ongoing 
costs of subscriptions,” 
wrote Kalamazoo College’s 
Chief Information Officer 
Greg Diment in an email, 
continuing, “with the savings 
of that subscription money, 
we’ll be able to invest more 
in internet infrastructure.” The 
decision to supplant cable with 
over-the-air television and 
enhanced internet offerings 
is predicated upon the 
understanding that today’s 
students favor fast and reliable 
wireless internet connections 
and streaming services to 
replete television channel 
offerings. 

An internet connection 
is critical to 21st century 
academic success, and 
leisure is hard to imagine 
without Instagram, Reddit, 
YouTube, Netflix, Hulu and 
others. That the internet plays 
a significant role in collegiate 
life is obvious; so too is a 
move to improve internet 
infrastructure. Without 
reminiscence, we’re finally 
retiring the practice in which 
family would gather around 
the soapbox for fifteen 
minutes of nightly news, 
the routine of waking up to 
a morning talk show, and 
the habit of sitting in front 
of a television with friends. 
We no longer care about the 
number of channels nor do 
we worry about scheduling 
around our favorite programs. 
Our on-demand content has 
fundamentally changed how 
we approach media. It’s 
informational entertainment 
without limitation.

The College cut the cord 
without uproar, protest, or 
significant objection. What’s 
fascinating is that this is such 
a radical change from previous 
generations.

“It was a really jarring 
experience to come to school 
and not have a television to 
click on and not have access 
to 40 channels,” recounted 
Carter Dougherty ‘92. As 
a dorm representative in 
Trowbridge, Dougherty was 
responsible for ensuring that 
the cable television in the 

By Andrew Parsons lounges worked. “One day 
I noticed it wasn’t working 
properly, and so I placed a call 
to the cable service.” While 
investigating the source of 
poor signal, they found that 
someone had added a cable 
splitter and run a cable out 
of the window. 

“While I was talking with 
the cable guy, the cable out 
the window started to retreat. 
Someone was tugging on it 
from the other side! I followed 
it along the entire length of the 
building and found that it led 
to a room of guys I casually 
knew. That told me something 
about how important cable 
television was to some of 
Generation X.”

Dougherty’s account tells us 
that students were once willing 
to risk the consequences of 
conspicuous cable piracy to 
enjoy the luxuries of their 
own cable connection. But for 
our generation of streamers, 
sharing just isn’t conceivable. 
Because entertainment is now 

private, on-demand, and 
individualized, we lack an 
understanding of television’s 
former communal function.

Michael Blink ‘02 
remembers, “there was a giant 
screen TV in the Quad Stop 
that was hooked up to cable. 
Imagine that...one TV with 
cable for the entire student 
body to share. I lived with 
a bunch of football players 
in Crissey who would want 
to watch pro wrestling on 
Monday nights. There was a 
group of girls from Trow who 
wanted to watch Ally McBeal 
which aired at the same time. 
The girls camped out to claim 
the TV one Monday, so for the 
rest of the quarter, the guys 

took turns sitting in the Quad 
Stop all day in order to claim 
the TV to watch wrestling.”

While Blink’s anecdote 
might seem alien to Generation 
Z, crowds encircling a 
television for a chance to 
watch their favorite program 
was a decades-old tradition 

hang up the phone forget the sound of
his voice call(s) back immediately

ask him to repeat himself tell him love
the train interrupting phone calls

play phone tag listen to each other(’s)
Spotify playlists count the days waking up alone

forget the reason for calling forget what happened
today want(s) to listen to the sound of him breathing

wake up to text messaging spam curse
time zones don’t talk for hours

appreciate body aches days the sound of his voice
(over) the phone not good enough

Recipe for Long Distance
WORDS WHICH WARRANT WONDER

stretching back to early baby-
boomers. “I vividly remember 
when President Kennedy was 
assassinated in November our 
freshman year. A number of us 
camped out in Mrs. M’s suite 
[the dormitory housemother] 
to watch her TV and to follow 
what was happening,” shared 
Nancy Young ‘67. Likewise, 
Joe Young ‘68 remembers 
that, “as the war in Vietnam 
began to dominate the news, 
the crowd around the TV sets 
grew larger and larger.  Each 
night there would be a vote 
on Huntley-Brinkley v. Walter 
Cronkite.  H-B was usually the 
winner until Cronkite made 
his ‘end the war’ broadcast in 
February of our senior year. 
After that, most TVs were 
tuned to CBS for the national 
news.”

Television consumption 
was, at one time, a social 
activity. Nowadays, the closest 
we get to socializing around 
a screen is Netflix and chill. 
Alarmism aside, by way of 
cord cutting, Millennials 
and Generation Z have 
radically changed how we 
process media, fomenting 
consequences we may not 
yet understand.

Natalie Thompson ‘19, 
whose Senior Individualized 
Project considers the 
relat ionship between 
media technologies and 
the public sphere, broaches 
concerns about the acute 
media individualism we see 
today. “With thousands of 

programs to choose from, 
it has become increasingly 
less likely that the person 
who sits next to me in class 
watches the same programs 
that I do. I think the ability 
to choose highly specific 
media sources contributes 
to a fragmented culture, in 
which the group of people 
who share the experience of 
consuming the same media 
sources as I do is becoming 
smaller and smaller.” Without 
reason to camp out in front of a 
television or reroute a coaxial 
cable, we self-segregate into 
our own personal silos. 
Thompson continues, “shared 
experiences help us create 
a shared vocabulary and 
a shared sense of identity, 
all of which are crucial to 
believing that the people we 
interact with are like us in a 
fundamental way. ”

Reprioritization of media 
forms and its supporting 
infrastructure is more than 
just about the convenience 
of cord cutting expounded 
upon in other publications. 
It extends far beyond simply 
whether we watch the same 
television programs and 
during what time of the day. 
This generational shift in 
media consumptions shakes 
the foundations of how we 
socialize, communicate, and 
relate to one another, and 
works against an ideal we 
frequently see characterized 
as lacking in today’s social 
and political climate—unity.

By Addissyn House

Leaves crunch beneath the feet of paripatetic college students as they cross campus and the surrounding streets en route to class.
ANDREW PARSONS / THE INDEX



The Distinguished Alumni 
Awards & Athletic Hall of 
Fame Inductees Ceremony 
took place on October 19, 
2018. 

Upon arriving at K as a 
first-year, Kristyn met her 
teammates, all first-years, and 
they quickly became “the best 
of friends.” Her team broke 
the school record for average 
strokes in their first match, 
and continued to achieve 
success as the All-MIAA 
First Team in 2000, 2001, 
and 2004. Kristyn took on 
the role of team captain and 
was presented with a Hornet 
award all three years. 

Bridget Nolan ‘04, Kristyn’s 
teammate and best friend since 
September of 2000, says that 
“golfing together provided 
them with a strong foundation 
to build a lifelong friendship 
upon.” 

“We banded together to 
encourage the other women 
on our team as well and were 
able to remind each other to 
be healthy competitors and 
have good sportswomanship,” 
Bridget said. “Her [Kristyn’s] 
philosophy was always to 
play each shot and make it 
meaningful, keep her head 
up, and most of all to try her 
best and do what is morally 
and ethically right in any given 
situation.”

Both Kristyn and Bridget 
theorize that it took so long 
for a female golfer to be 
inducted due to the relatively 
slow development of golf at 
K. Most accomplished high 
school athletes do not attend 
Division 3 schools (like K), 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Female Golfer

and instead choose Division 1 
or 2 schools to advance their 
athletic careers. As involved 
as they both were on the golf 
team, athletics were secondary 
to academics and their coach 
“knew and respected this.”

“I do not believe K College 
has had a women’s golfer as 
decorated as Kristyn,” Bridget 
said. “It [the Hall of Fame] is 
reserved for pretty decorated 
and accomplished athletes 
and until Kristyn came to 
play at K, and maybe even 
since, I don’t think we have 
had a golfer of her level. She 
is simply amazing and is so 
very humble.” 

Kristyn was the MIAA 
Conference Champion in 2004 
and holds the top two places 

for best MIAA average in a 
season. She holds the school 
record for the best average in 
a season at 86.9 strokes, the 
best career average overall 
at 88.7 strokes, and MIAA 
average at 88.6 strokes. 

Kristyn’s exceptional 
achievements earned her a 
spot in K’s Hall of Fame, as 
well as the title of first female 
golfer inducted.

Though Kristyn stated that 
she never really noticed a 
discrepancy in recognition 
between genders at K, she did 
describe an incident from high 
school that has stuck with her.

“My women’s team won 
States the same year as the 
men’s golf team. I’ll never 
forget that our community had 

Fall Hornet Athletics 
Final Standings

Football (7-2)

4-2 in the conference with 
one game left

Support the Hornets this 
weekend as they face Trine 
University at home @ 1:00 
p.m.

Men’s  
Cross Country
Placed 8th at the MIAA 
Championship meet

Will compete on November 10 
for the regional championship 
in Indiana. Those who qualify 
for the national NCAA III meet 
on November 17 in Wisconsin

Women’s  
Cross Country
Placed 5th at the MIAA 
Championship meet

Will compete on November 10 
for the regional championship 
in Indiana. Those who qualify 
for the national NCAA III meet 
on November 17 in Wisconsin

Men’s Soccer  
(5-11-1)
Finished 2-4-1 in the 
conference

Knocked out in the first round 
of the MIAA tournament with 
a 3-0 loss to Hope

Women’s Soccer  
(9-7-2)
Finished 4-4 in the  
conference

Knocked out in the first round 
of the MIAA tournament with 
a 4-1 loss to Calvin

Men’s Golf

Placed 2nd in  the  
MIAA Fall Finish

Next match is April 8 in 
Kalamazoo

Women’s Golf

Placed  8 th  in  the  
MIAA Fall Finish

Next match is April 8 in 
Kalamazoo

Women’s Volleyball
(5-23)
Finished 1-7 in the  
conference

a huge parade for the men’s 
team—with fire trucks and 
everything! The women’s 
team did not have a parade. 
But that only happened once. 
All of our moms made sure 
that the next time we won, the 
women’s team had a parade 
too!” said Kristyn.

Kristyn explained that she 
wasn’t focused on athletic 
recognition during her time 
at K, and thus didn’t lend 
much thought to gender 
discrepancies in athletic 
recognition. Bridget, on 
the other hand, has always 
been aware of a “difference 
in recognition for male and 
female athletes.” 

“It [a difference in 
recognition] has been obvious 
to me in many ways, from 
funding to advertising to fan 
turnout,” Bridget said. “Part 
of it is just ingrained in how 
society operates and I am 
hopeful we will continue to 
make movement with that 
as we have over the past few 
decades.” 

Bridget cites Lyn Mauer, 
former Kalamazoo College 
Athletic Director and coach, 
and Kristyn as “great women 
pioneers who have helped to 
pave the way and normalize 
women in sports,” and who 
never hesitated to face 
the toughest competitors, 
regardless of gender. She 
hopes that such women will 
continue to change the future 
of women’s athletics. 

Kristyn, who says she is 
“very cognizant about female 
role models in all aspects of 
life,” is simply honored to be 
recognized as one of them.

GO   HORNETS!

Sports Writers Wanted!
Interested in sports?  Want your name published?

Want to develop soft skills for employment? 
The Index needs your help!

Attention students, alumni, staff, and faculty: The 
Index is looking for writers, photographers, and  
designers interested in the sports world who want 
to publish their work. No prior experience is need-
ed to be a part of The Index. Time committment 
is extremely manageable and varies weekly.

Interested? E-mail Griffin.Conley17@kzoo.edu or 

Attend an Index meeting on Mondays @ 4:30 p.m.
Hicks 116, found in the back of Student Involvement 

LOOKING AHEAD

Winter 
Sports
Begin

By Griffin Conley

Following an exciting 
quarter of fall sports, 

students of Kalamazoo 
College look forward 
to supporting their 
peers this winter 

As the autumn’s athletics 
draw to a close, winter sports 
come into full swing.

Basketball is just gearing 
up for an exciting season. 
The swimming and diving 
teams already have a couple of 
meets under their belt. Support 
your fellow classmates as they 
compete! 

Schedules, rosters, and stand-
ings can be found on Kalmazoo 
College’s athletics web page.

hornets.kzoo.edu

LEO HOERTER / THE INDEX
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Business Clubs Announce 
Interclub Merger
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Restoring and Promptly  
Demolishing Stetson Chapel
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Dr. Humphrey, Tenured  
Humanities Professor, Tells All

BUZZKILL

With a four-year graduation 
rate typically ranging between 
73% and 83%, Kalamazoo 
College ranks well above 
the national graduation rates 
for both public and private 
colleges. Despite the College’s 
relatively high four-, five-, 
and six-year graduation 
rates, a significant number 
of students still fail to meet 

CAMPUS STUDENT LIFE

Stryker Family 
Leadership 

Steam Tunnel 
Announced

Generations of 
successful students 
to reap rewards of 

improved infrastructure
via generous philanthropy

By Cavan Bonner

Recent heating breakdowns 
in Dewing Hall, Crissey Hall, 
and the Upjohn Library 
Commons have raised 
doubts and concerns about 
the viability of Kalamazoo 
College’s current steam 
distribution infrastructure. 
Much of the system dates back 
to the 1960s, and it is currently 
unclear how the College plans 
to address the issue. 

Enrollment in a short-
lived, full-credit physical 
education course where 
students took shifts blowing 
hot air through the cracks 
of pipes was unexpectedly 
low, and was found to have 

Continued on Page 2

Academy 
Transit System 

Eases Cross-
Campus Travel
New initiative to address  
reasons for chronically 

late students 

By Mathu Jennings

Kalamazoo College has 
unveiled its new “Academy 
Transit System”, a student 
transport service consisting 
of multiple half-functioning 
golf carts earmarked to drive 
students around campus. 

So as to not further increase 
tuition, the system’s operating 
budget will be derived entirely 
from whatever students carry 
in their pockets.

“We’ll take that mint 
wrapper sitting in your 
pockets,” said Ted Turner, 
an academy transit driver and 
recycling enthusiast.

Because Kalamazoo 
College’s campus is so 
enormous, the walk to and 
from class can be grueling. 

Continued on Page 3

How to Talk Politics During Thanksgiving:
K Students’ Guide to Avoiding Aggravated Assault

UNKNOWN SOURCE, LIKE GRANNY’S REASONING

KEEPING THE PEACE

Continued on Page 3

Nana’s turkey could use some spice and Grandpa’s stories are dry and boring. 
 With the holidays upon us, students are increasingly anxious to continue canvasing 

at the dinner table. Here are five great tips to keep conversation lively.   

LIFE AFTER K

From Student to Squirrel: The Untold Story of Ungraduated K Students

By Andrew Parsons

Students failing to 
graduate within six years 

therianthropize into squirrels, 
forever foreordained to roam 
Quad and scavenge for trash

Continued on Page 2

degree requirements within 
six years of matriculating.

Unclear, however, is what 
exactly happens to this portion 
of the student body.  Rumors 
suggest that many departed 
students simply disappear.

A 2018 report quietly 
released by Campus Safety 
outlines details of supposed 
student disappearances. 
Should a student reach 2190 
days after convocation without 
a degree conferral, they 
animorphize into squirrels. 
The disappearances of more 
than one-hundred-and-seventy 
former students have now 
been attributed to involuntary 
therianthropy.

“I know my time is ticking,” 
shared Michelle Uhr ‘18, who 
is expecting to graduate at 
the end of this quarter. Uhr 
matriculated in 2012, but 
after taking a few quarters 
off and a change of major, 
she found herself needing 
more quarters to complete her 
degree requirements.

“It’s sort of the unspoken 
reality,” Uhr continued. “We 
all know what, well, what 
happens, to the students who 
stay more than six years. Part 
of me wishes it were mere 
legend, but each day I’m faced 
with the constant reminder of 
a half-dozen squirrels hopping 
across the Quad.”

ANDREW PARSONS / THE INDEX

A former student sits atop a branch on the lower quad.

New StuOrg Urges Divestment from Decorative Halloween Inflatables in Hicks
DIVESTMENT INITIATIVE

Student activists 
prompt discussion: 

how is tuition allocated?

By Meredith Ashton

PIXABAY

Zombies used to decorate Hicks.

On October 1, the Hicks 
Student Center underwent a 
spooky transformation. Huge 
black spiders dangled from 
the vaulted ceilings, looming 
over students navigating 
the mailroom below. Folks 
queuing at Stacks went face-
to-face with a twelve-foot 

Frankenstein’s Monster 
inflatable, and those peeking 
their heads into the Student 
Activities offices were greeted 
by some sort of zombie man 
with a bloody knife. 

In Halloweens past, these 
spooky inflatables have 
gone up and down without 
complaint. However, after 
this year’s particularly large 
presentation of Halloween 
cheer, students have come out 
in protest against what they 
view as excessive decorations. 

“I love Halloween as much 
as the next person,” said Owen 
Critical ‘20. “But we have to 
think about where our tuition 
dollars are going. I’m pretty 
sure there are much more 
ethical uses than purchasing 
an inflatable Frankenstein.”

Critical is one of the students 
who have banded together 
to form Divest Kalamazoo 
Inflatables (DKI), a student-
activist group lobbying 
for greater transparency in 
the College’s funding for 
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N e w s  o f  t h e s e 
transformations has led to 
student outcry and calls to 
ban facets of Convocation, the 
event during which students 
ceremonially confirm their 
enrollment in the College.

“That book is cursed,” alleges 
Mary Ergot ’21, founder of the 
College’s Wiccans United chapter, 
referring to the Matriculation 
Book. This belief stems from 
the observation that staff 
and faculty are immune to 
this faunal transformation; 
only persons whose names 
are inscribed into the 
Matriculation Book during 
convocation seem to have 
been afflicted.

Halloween decor. 
Much like the student-

led efforts for divestment 
from Kalamazoo College’s 
investments in fossil fuels 
and privately-run prisons, 
DKI supporters see theirs 
as a similar mission. It’s a 
mission, however, that will 
only work if the student body 
stands together in solidarity, 
say group members. 

“We decided to use ⅔ of 
our annual budget for the 
Halloween decorations in 

Hicks this year,” said Maid 
Upname, of the Office of 
Student Involvement (OSI). 
“If Hicks isn’t scarier than 
one of those mediocre haunted 
house ads you see on the 
highway, then we’re not doing 
our jobs right.”

DKI is currently reflecting 
on the proper steps to take 
toward divestment. 

“We just need to be really 
intentional in how we go about 
this process,” said Kant Offend 
‘21, another DKI member.



Others lay blame at the 
feet of the College’s legal 
services. They surmise that, 
tucked away in the fine print 
lies a clause stipulating 
ungraduated students be 
required to settle their debts 
via indentured servitude 
to Facilities Management. 
Acorns, a nuisance littering 
the campus and encumbering 
autumn cleanup, must be dealt 
with, and a healthy population 
of foraging squirrels has 
proven to be a cost-effective 
strategy to supplement existing 
labor, particularly for a cash-
strapped institution.

“Let’s say, if, hypothetically, 

we maybe used former students 
to help with grounds keeping,” 
began a senior employee in 
Facilities Management, “then 
it wouldn’t be so bad, would 
it? It saves the College money. 
Those savings can then be put 
toward fixing the expensive 
and outdated steam heat 
systems or replacing the red 
bricks on Academy.”

However, not every student-
squirrel therianthrope proves 
to be an asset to Facilities 
Management.

“There are those who 
still cling to their human 
lives, and so they try to live 
vicariously through students 
by hanging around the Hicks 
Center,” detailed an employee 
of Facilities Management. 
“The ones who haven’t yet 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Student Squirrels

violated countless state and 
federal labor laws, according 
to internal documents obtained 
by The Buzzkill. 

“Titling the class Blowing 
Off Steam: Breathing Exercises 
and Full-Body Workout was 
extremely misleading,” 
complained Zach DuMont ‘21, 
who was unable to get a refund 
on the $75 course fee, which 
went towards specialized 
mouthpieces that created an 
airtight seal between the pipe 
and the student’s mouths. 

    Once again, generous 
philanthropy has come to 
the rescue. The recently-
announced Stryker Family 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Stryker Steam 

Photo of the Week: Local beavers stare in confusion as they consider the prospect of having a new neighbor. SHELBY TUTHILL ‘17 / THE INDEX

THE INDEX

We, the Index staff, produce this pub-
lication to accomplish the following 
goals: The Index will serve as a means 
of communication between students, 
administrators and members of the 
community.  We will respect all opinions 
and present them in an unbiased manner.  
The Index will inform and entertain 
readers and address trends and issues 
important to its audience.  Although we 
are a staff comprised solely of unpaid 
student members, we will strive to 
make The Index accurate and truthful to 
adhere to all standards of professional 
journalism.  We recognize and respect 
the privileges given to us under the First 
Amendment, including the freedoms 
of speech and of the press. The Index 
is a form of editorial expression and 
we, the staff have the authority to make 
our own content decisions.  We will 
provide a sounding board for the campus 
community; therefore the opinions 
expressed in by-lines, opinion articles 
and letters should not be considered 
to be the opinions of the newspaper 
staff as a whole.

Co-Editor-in-Chief..........Andrew Parsons
Co-Editor-in-Chief..............Meredith Ashton
News Editor....................Cavan Bonner
Features Editor................Emma Theiss 
Arts Editor............Sharmeen Chauhdry
Opinions Editor.........Amelia Donohoe
Sports Editor.........Griffin Conley

The Index encourages reader response 
in the form of letters to the editor.  
The Index reserves the right to edit 
for clarity, length, grammar and libel.  
Also reserved is the right to not print 
letters to the editor. Signed letters are 
preferred, but unsigned letters dealing 
with sensitive issues will be accepted 
and printed at the discretion of the 
editorial board.  Letters should be 
submitted via email by midnight on 
the Sunday before the issue in which 
they are to appear.  Please contact The 
Index with any further issues, comments 
or inquiries.  Please keep letters under 
300 words.

Fake Cultural News

Justin Trudeau 
Voted Sexiest Man 
Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau gratefully 
accepts the annual People’s 
award. Meanwhile, France’s 
Macron was seen angrily 
writing love letters.  

Ariana Grande Sues 
Cashier, “Thank U, Next”
The enraged pop-music 
icon moves to protect her 
intellectual property, filing 
suit against a cashier for 
using saying “Thank U, Next” 
without a license. 

D.C. Makes Successful 
Superhero Movie
Fans finally get to say “I told 
you so” to the Marvel die-
hards that have been beating 
them for years. Tune in six 
months from now for another 
remix of the same story.

Cat Rescues 
Firefighter from Tree
A formidable feline is hailed as 
national hero amidst cheering 
crowds; up for Medal of Valor 
consideration. 

Quicksand Strikes 
Lightning Fast
A major freeway pile-up halted 
traffic after quicksand got the 
best of a major commuter 
route. Mass confusion ensued, 
since there were no tree limbs 
or ropes in sight. 

PETA Protests 
Build-A-Bear
Animal rights organization 
fights popular childhood 
pastime of stuffing animals with 
cotton and fake hearts. Stuffed 
animals have “right to self 
determination” say advocates.

Haze of Confusion 
Clouds New Weed Laws
Following passage of 
Michigan Proposal 18-1,  the 
state legislature is in deadlock 
over next steps. Meanwhile, 
brownie shops in Lansing see 
booming business.

Fake Political News

New  iPhone  to Self-
Destruct After One Year
Shares (AAPL) skyrocket as 
company announces new iPhone 
feature. As part of the planned 
obsolescence model, the new 
“C4” chip will provide explosive 
power to the next iPhone model.  

Legislators Agree 
on Something
In an unprecedented bipartisan 
move, politicians cross the 
proverbial aisle to “agree to 
disagree.” Numerous media 
outlets are without content 
due to the dearth of drama.

President Trump 
Deletes His Twitter
In an unexpectedly radical 
departure from his presumably 
preferred medium, the infamous 
tweeter moves to Tumblr. 
Twitter’s stock price tumbles as 
Russian propaganda bots break.
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Following days of 
downtime, students rejoiced 
when the cafeteria’s soft serve 
ice cream machine was up 
and running again during 
the week of Halloween. To 
make up for lost consumption 
of the cold treat, students 

went about eating ice cream 
every evening. So enamored 
with cream and relieved the 
dispenser was fully functional, 
they put the possibility of the 
machine breaking again to the 
back of their minds.

It wasn’t a problem until 
just a week later when an 
“Out of Service” sign was 
found taped to the front of 
the machine. Beneath the 
dispensary nozzles lay an 
empty cone, sadly smothered 
melted ice cream residue. 

The ice cream machine, 
suspiciously repaired for 
Family Weekend, has 
become an ideological target 
of the  underground student 
organization Students for 
Veganism (SFV). 

“They paid us off,” 
confirmed a student who 
works for Dining Services. 
This student has chosen to 
remain anonymous in order to 
maintain his job, but added, 
“we had to fix the dishwasher; 
what else could we do?”

Cafeteria 
Ice Cream 
Machine 

Malfunctions;
Foul Play to 

Blame

ADMINISTRATION

Rogue student 
organization ends 

hiatus, turns to sabotage 
in order to advance 

ideological goals

By Addissyn House

Leadership Steam Tunnel 
will be built over the summer 
before the 2019-20 school 
year, and will soon provide 
cutting-edge heating to faculty, 
staff, and students. 

The Stryker family 
announced the gifted steam 
tunnel in the following 
statement: “The Stryker 
Family Leadership Steam 
Tunnel will provide the crucial 
heating infrastructure that 
is behind every generation 
of visionary leaders. Past 
classes of Kalamazoo students 
could excel in their academics 
because they were shielded 
from the brutal Michigan 
weather by the best heating 
technology of the era. In 2018, 
it should be no different.”

The money SFV gave 
to Dining Services did not 
come from the school. Daniel 
Whitney ‘21, SFV treasurer 
said, “We raised the money 
ourselves: every penny we 
saved by eating meatless 
meals went to this cause.” 

SFV formed in winter term 
2017 by K alumnus Jacob 
Macabby ‘18. Macabby 
apparently just wanted the 
Dining Staff to provide 
more vegan and vegetarian 
options, a goal he successfully 
accomplished. The new SFV 
organization has gone rogue, 
however, and has different 
plans in mind. 

“The ice cream machine is 
just the first step in converting 
K to a vegan school. We are 
already a liberal arts college, 
so we aren’t too far off,” said 
Laurel Hammond ‘20, SFV 
president.

After going silent in Spring 
2018, this student organization 
has reemerged with new set of 
goals intended to further SFV’s 

mission. Though actualization 
of these goals may take time, 
they are perfectly achievable, 
according to Hammond. The 
student organization’s next 
step is to rid the cafeteria of all 
milk products. Should SFV’s 
plan prove successfull, then 
this means no cow milk for 
cereal at breakfast or half-
and-half for coffee. 

“We want it to be almond 
milk and coconut milk all 
the time. We are the only 
mammals on the planet that 
drink other animal’s milk and 
it’s unnecessary,” Hammond 
‘20 commented. Hammond 
chose not to comment on 
the fact that almonds take an 
inordinate amount of water 
to grow.

Whether or not the College 
will continue toward full 
adoption of veganism is 
still unknown. For now, the 
dishwasher is fixed, the ice 
cream machine is down, 
and Students for Veganism 
is planning their next move.

figured out how to forage for 
acorns across campus choose 
to scavenge for Stacks scraps 
or pizza boxes in the trash bins 
outside the Hicks Center and 
the dormitories, respectively.”

Be it maleficium or terms-
and-conditions trickery, the 
long-term consequences 
remain uncertain.

Legends of student-squirrel 
transformations propagate 
every so often on college 
campuses around the country, 
leading some to speculate the 
this scheme’s scope extends far 
beyond Kalamazoo. It is not 
yet clear if this transformation 
is permanent.

The soft serve ice cream machine following the successful SFV attack.
ADDISSYN HOUSE / THE INDEX
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With the holiday quickly 
closing in on us, students from 
Kalamazoo College are getting 
increasingly excited to go 
home to see their family and 
talk politics over the dinner 
table. And, as many know, 
Thanksgiving is the perfect 
holiday to shove your political 
beliefs down the throat of as 
many relatives as possible.

The importance of talking 
politics at Thanksgiving can 
not be stressed enough. If 
you were ever doubting it, 
you should stop doubting 
now. Every single person in 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Thanksgiving your family wants to hear 
your opinions, whether well-
thought out or not. 

Talking politics at 
Thanksgiving is not for the 
faint of heart, but with this 
quick and easy guide everyone 
can do it.

1. Don’t forget to kneel 
during the prayers. This 
modern tradition isn’t just 
relegated to sports stadiums. 
It should absolutely be 
brought into the home. And 
when relatives ask you what 
it means, you can simply tell 
them you believe in Colin 
Kaepernick.

2. Wear your Bernie Sanders 
t-shirt every day you’re with 
family. It doesn’t matter that 

you only have one or that 
you’re going away for five 
days without a washer. It only 
matters that your family Feels 
the Bern.

3. Haggle your relatives 
for not voting in the midterm 
elections. They all knew how 
important those elections 
were. They could have cost the 
country some serious change. 
How dare they not exercise 
their rights. Be relentless 
(and if you’re feeling extra 
ambitious, brag that the youth 
voter turnout was kind of 
amazing).

4. Be as loud as you 
possibly can, especially when 
more people are around. Your 
relatives want you to have 

the spotlight — the louder 
the better. What better way 
to enjoy Nana’s turkey than 
over some shouting? 

5. Absolutely run around 
handing out “Impeach” 
stickers with Trump’s face 
on them. Hand them out like 
candy to the little kids who 
love stickers and will ask 
for more, to your teenage 
cousin who will roll his eyes 
and stuff it in his pockets, to 
your gun-slinging uncle, to 
your nana who says, “That’s 
nice, sweetie” and pats your 
cheek. You can get yours at 
needtoimpeach.com now! 

So what are you waiting 
for? Get started talking politics 
at Thanksgiving!

Buzzkill

The Office of Student 
Involvement (OSI) has seen 
an influx of new business-
focused student organizations 
this fall, including the Women 
in Economics and Business 
Club (WEB), the Marketing 
Club, and the Sport Business 
Club, in addition to the 
established Investment Club . 

The shift has put some 
members of the Student 
Funding Board (SFB) in a 
tough spot. “How are we 
supposed to keep funding 
slam poetry competitions, 
DIY kombucha workshops, 
and indie-folk pop-up shows 
when all of the business 
majors decided to start 
asking for money at the same 
time?” an anonymous SFB 
representative complained. 

Luckily for this SFB 
representative, the industrious 
nature of the new organizations 
put the problem to rest. 

“An external audit by the 
Management Consulting Club 

Recently Formed Business Clubs Announce Interclub Merger

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS

True to form, the 
newly created business 
student organizations 
will undergo a merger 
to increase efficiency

By Cavan Bonner

(MCC) concluded that there 
were excessive redundancies 
and inefficies between the 
existing organizations,” read 
an excerpt from the MMC’s 
executive summary obtained 
by The Buzzkill. “We believe 
that the common objectives 
and cultures shared by these 
organizations will lead 
to desirable synergies if a 
single organization were to 
be created.”

The Kalamazoo Mergers 
and Acquisitions Club 
(KMAC) was formed 
immediately after the MCC’s 
report to initiate and oversee 
the merger. The Moms-and-

Pops of Kalamazoo (MPK), 
Young Venture Capitalists 
(YVC), and the Coalition for 
Wall Street Rights (CWSR) 
will also be joining the new 
Stu Org, tentatively titled the 
Big Business Union (BBU).

The merger has not 
p r o c e e d e d  w i t h o u t 
controversy, however. In 
consolidating the student 
organizations, the number 
of executive leadership 
positions was effectively cut 
by 300%. This has lead to 
frustration among displaced 
board members, with some 
perceiving the merger as a 
hostile takeover characterized 

by unnecessary downsizing.  
“I think the student 
organization market ought 
to be wary of aggressive 
amalgamations like what 
we’ve seen here,” opined an 
impacted former executive 
board member. 

Amid concerns that a 
tumultuous first quarter will 
follow as former executive 
members vie for power in 
the new student organization, 
the spokesperson for the 
organization’s president 
announced, “we’d like to 
assure our stakeholders that 
we have the utmost confidence 
in our newly reorganized 

venture.”
Other leadership has also 

attempted to address the 
newfound opposition.  

“This was a settled issue 
at the time of acquisition,” 
stated the current Chief 
Operating Officer of BBU. 
“If we can avoid management 
bloat, then our projections 
show increased growth in 
the next two quarters. After 
all, this deal is a calculated, 
bootstrapped effort to 
maximize our efficient returns 
to scale.”

Student activists called 
for a solution which could 
effectively get students to 
class on time while dampening 
the stress of the nearly one-
eighth-mile expedition. To 
address this issue and quell 
student unrest, the College 
launched the experimental 
transport service, “Academy 
Transit System”.

“These whining Millennials 
are always freaking 
complaining,” opined one 
administrative staff member.

95 percent of students 
polled for their opinion on the 
transit system said they did not 
want it and that the school did 
not need it. Some commented 
that the introduction of the 
system “is a huge mistake,” 
or that “it’s a blatant waste of 

the school’s money. I’d rather 
have spontaneous Sweetwater 
Mill donut runs than that.”

The plan is for every 
residence hall to have two golf 
carts parked in front of each 
building 10 minutes before 
each class period. They will 
travel on two routes: one on 
the left of Academy Street and 
one on the right. Coffee will 
be served to those who have 
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Transit System

class starting at 8:15 and 9:40 
a.m. After classes two golf 
carts will be parked in front 
of each academic building and 
will travel the same routes as 
before class.

The most interesting feature 
of the whole project is that 
each golf cart will play a 
certain song on a constant 
repeat depending on which 
class period they are assigned.

8:15 - 9:30:    
“Shit, I missed breakfast 

again” by the Soggy Bottom 
Boys 

9:40 - 10:55:  
“I really should’ve had some 
coffee with breakfast” by JD 

and the Whip-Whops
 

11:55 - 1:10:  
“Breakfast is a distant 

memory, and so is lunch 
because you can’t get your 

lazy-posterior up before 
11:30 because you don’t have 

to” by One More Scoop of 
Cool Whip

 

1:20 - 2:35:    
“I have time to do today’s 

homework before class” by 
the Slick Slackers 

2:45 - 4:00:   
WJMD radio shows that just 
needs an audience in order to 

keep the station running

“There seems to be a rumor 
going around that the Academy 
Transit System was made to 
make the walk to class less 
cumbersome. This is simply 
false. We are only doing this 
to get a higher class attendance 
rate in order to vamp-up our 
statistics,” said an anonymous 
college bureaucrat. They 
continued, explaining that 
“only the laziest and least 
time-conscious students will 
use the transit. It will provide 
an incentive which will in 
return make our institution 
shine in academic diligence.”

A call to  
keyboards! 

Join us in 2019  
as a writer,  

photographer, or 
designer.

Linguistics Studies 
at Kalamazoo College
A linguistics professor was 
lecturing one day.

“In English,” he said, “a double 
negative forms a positive. 
In some languages, though, 
a double negative is still a 
negative. However, there is 
no language where a double 
positive can form a negative.”
A voice from the back of the 
room said, “Yeah, right.”

Dining Services 
Offers New Pastries
“What kind of pie do you 
call this?” asked one student. 

“What’s it taste like?” asked 
the cook. 

The student replied, “glue!”
 
“Then it’s apple pie; the plum 
pie tastes like soap.”

Innovative 
Engineering at K
“I took the shell off of my racing 
snail thinking that would make 
him faster,” shared a 3/2 student, 
before continuing, “if anything, 
it made him more sluggish.”

Tuition Costs at K 
Ever Increasing
A banker was arrested for 
embezzling $100,000 to pay 
for his daughter’s college 
education.

As the cop, who also had a 
daughter in college, was leading 
him away in handcuffs, he asked 
the banker, “I’ve got just one 
question for you. Where were 
you going to get the rest of the 
money?”

Health Students 
Take Physics Courses
A pre-med student asked a 
physics professor, “why do 
we have to learn this stuff?”
“To save lives,” replied the 
professor. The student thought 
for a moment and then asked, 
“So how does physics save 
lives?” The professor stared at 
the student and said, “physics 
saves lives because it keeps 
certain people out of medical 
school.”

Career Plans After 
Graduating from K
A young adult hired by a coffee 
shop reported for their first day 
of work. Smiling, the manager 
gave them a broom and said, 
“Your first job will be to sweep.” 

“But I’m a college graduate,” the 
young man replied indignantly. 
“Oh, I’m sorry. I didn’t know 
that,” said the manager. “Here, 
give me the broom–I’ll show 
you how.”

ANDREW PARSONS / THE INDEX

Academy devoid of pedestrians thanks to the new transit system.
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Candy is probably the most 
important part of Halloween 
(and arguably life). It also is 
quite literally the whole point 
of the holiday. While lots of 
people might stop dressing up 
for Halloween once they start 
high school, the one part of 
Halloween that stays constant 
is candy. Whether you’re 
passing it out or grabbing a 
handful from a great big bowl, 
candy is the real reason you’re 
not passed out on the couch 
on Halloween night (unless 
you’re in a sugar coma).

Now that brings me to my 
point, and something I realized 
this last Halloween season. 
Why is candy so expensive 
nowadays? Now that I’m 
too old to throw a princess 
costume on and trick-or-treat, 
I have to drag myself to the 
supermarket and buy my 

Halloween Crisis: A Realization
A thoughtful cost-

benefit analysis of the 
classic candy debate

By Faith Faber

REFLECTIONS

The Gentle Caress of a Wrecking Ball: Restoring and Promptly Demolishing Stetson Chapel
More in Four is just a 
narrative. Here’s how 
campus renovations 

contribute to a 
Kalamazoo College 

education 
By Amelia Donohoe

THE K PLAN

The upper quad is bustling 
with activity this year as 
workers complete a series of 
exterior renovations crucial 
to the preservation of Stetson 
Chapel. Bricks are receiving 
new grout, drainage systems 
will be redirected, and each 
window is being painstakingly 
removed for replacement with 
energy efficient, custom-made 
successors. These careful and 
costly changes are of course 
being completed quickly, 
so that it will be ready for 
demolition in the spring.

This has always been the 
plan, college officials urged 
a few students who were 
confused for some reason. 
In a recent interview, President 
Gonzalez spoke passionately 
about the project. “You see,” 
he said, “this undertaking 
represents the very essence 
of the K Plan; the value is in 
the process, not the product.”

He explained the importance 
for Kalamazoo College 
students to understand that 
just like the literary criticism 
essays or detailed lab reports 
they complete, the Stetson 
Chapel Revival and Reduction 
Program is designed to 
demonstrate a commitment 
to hard work, not a meaningful 
end result. “That pile of rubble 
will represent our legacy as 
an institution,” he said.

Furthermore, the presence 
of the workers on campus is 
meant to serve as a reminder 
for underclassmen that 
life and its accompanying 
responsibilities do still exist 
outside of the college. A 
few of them are actually 
hired performance artists 
simply playing the role of 
“construction worker,” and 
they call out the occasional 
scripted lament on how 
the world won’t run if no 
one knows how to install a 
window. However, K was on 
a budget, so while walking by 
you might catch one of them 
holding a hammer incorrectly 
or hear him asking if he looks 
“ruggedly handsome enough” 
in his outfit.

“But the building has been 

there since the 1930s,” a 
wistful graduate might cry. 
No, no, disgruntled alumnus, 
rest assured; according to the 
history department, “history” 
is just a construct anyway. 
“Everything is a narrative, 
everyone who curates history 
has bias, and what we consider 
historically significant is 
totally subjective,” said Dr. 
Frost to his senior history 
seminar class on the impending 
demolition. Therefore, upon 
further reflection, an individual 
realizes they simply have been 
socially conditioned to feel 
sentimental rather than excited 
for what is in store.

And what will become of the 
space is quite thrilling. Three 
words: giant chess board. 
“Yeah, K kids are actually 
pretty dull overall. The board 
is meant to give them the 
intellectual stimulation they 
aren’t receiving from their 
coursework,” explained a 
faculty member who asked 
to remain anonymous. 
Additionally, it was explained 
that due to consistently low 
head counts at the gym, the 
large chess pieces are weighted 
in order to encourage any 
attempt at physical exertion 

from an exceedingly lazy 
student body.

As far as a space for 
spiritual and religious life 
on campus, Chaplain Liz 
Candido shrugs. “Well before 
the chapel was built, services 
were held on the upper floor 
of an administration building. 
I guess we’re back to that,” 
she said before slamming her 
office door. 

Any alumnus who still wish 
to be married on campus may 

rent out either the Stone Room 
or, for smaller ceremonies, 
the janitor’s closet for 
breastfeeding mothers located 
in the library.

“The Stetson Chapel 
Revival and Reduction 
Program allows students 
understand that sometimes 
we create something beautiful 
just so that we can utterly 
destroy it. It’s like a sand castle 
but requires far more of your 
parents’ money. It teaches 

young adults that dreams 
become a reality and then come 
crashing down all within a few 
months. We are purposely 
completing the project on 
the eve of graduation,” said 
Dean Westfall.

own candy. And Halloween 
candy isn’t cheap! During 
the Halloween season I am 
forced to buy eight to twelve 
dollar bags of candy just to 
avoid ingesting Almond Joy, 
100 Grands or Baby Ruths. 
Because I want the good stuff: 
the Reeses, the Snickers bars 
and the Butterfingers. 

Now I know the obvious 
answer to this influx in candy 
bar prices. It’s all due to an 
increase in demand. Hershey 
and Mars take advantage of 
the sweet season to rack up the 
prices of Milky Way to make 
a little extra profit. But my 
college student bank account 
will never like it. 

I guess what I’m saying is 
that if you wanted to enjoy 
your Halloween, you either 
have to throw a sheet over 
your head and attempt to beg 
for candy for the 19th year, or 
open your wallet and sell your 
soul to the nearest Meijer in 
exchange for those delectable 
gumdrops and chocolate bars 
that your heart desires.

GRAHAM KEY ‘16 / THE INDEX

Stetson Chapel, pictured here after a light dusting of snow, awaits demolition this coming term.

DOMINIC RASCON-POWELL / THE INDEX

 First-year trying to catch up to the new college schedule.

DOMINIC RASCON-POWELL / THE INDEX

“When I study for weeks and still fail my exam.”

Q: What really happens 
behind the closed doors of 
your office?

A: I normally get to my 
office ready to start grading, 
when an unsuspecting cat 
video pops up. 

You know Alice in 
Wonderland? It’s like that 
rabbit hole, but with YouTube.

I do a lot of muttering 
myself when I’m reading 
all of my students papers, 
mostly out of frustration 
for them not READING 
MY MIND. Anyway, it 
normally continues like that 
all day with intermittent 
pacing around my very tiny 
and disorganized office.  

Q: Are the realities of K 
everything you imagined a 
career at a small liberal arts 
college to be?

Dr. Humphrey, Tenured Humanities Professor, Tells All
Honest answers to 
questions students 

really want to know
By Emma Theiss

OFFICE HOURS

A: Well, when I took this 
job I imagined lively debates 
among hopeful students 
ready to learn from me and 
engage with real material. 
In some ways this came true, 
these students are more than 
ready to talk and share their 
opinions, but as far as hope, 
that leaves their eyes the day 
their first-year seminar ends.  

Q: Do you finish reading our 
essays before grading them?

A: Honestly, I finish the 
ones I like. In a really trash 
essay you can pretty much 
always predict the mistakes 
they’re going to make after 
reading the first paragraph, 
and after a while you start 
to skim just to see if your 
prediction is right (spoiler 
alert: I’m always right).

Q: What do you tell students 
who are thinking about 
graduate school in English 
literature?

A: Well, what I tell them is 
that they have a great future 

in analyzing literature at a 
higher level, but what I don’t 
tell them is that they will be 
paying thousands of dollars 
to really have the sole career 
option of teaching some other 
privileged kids in academia. 
Or, if they were feeling really 
crazy they could also end up 
with the even lower paying 
job of grooming high school 
students towards the same path 
you took, forever instigating 
a cycle of reading way too 
much into novels for the rest 
of your life. 

Q: Do you think the 
materials covered in your 
classes are actually applicable 
to “the real world”? 

A: If students go into any 
career other than academia, 
then definitely not. I mean it’s 
the “depth and breadth” of a 
liberal arts college so they’re 
critically thinking or whatever, 
but no the materials and 
curriculum are not particularly 
relevant to any non-teaching 
career. 

Q: When students 
contribute in class, can 
you really tell if they’ve 
done the reading or not?

A: I mean yes, but 
honestly I do nothing 
about it so there’s no point. 
If they want to bullshit 
their way through class 
discussion that’s fine by 
me, they normally get to 
the same conclusions as 
the kids who actually did 
the reading, they’re just 
absurdly vague about it. I 
assign this absurd amount 
of reading knowing full 
well most of my students 
won’t understand it, either 
way I’m gonna have to 
hold their hand towards 
the greater meaning 
of a text that has been 
thoroughly overanalyzed. 
Fun pointer—if you relate 
any phrase in any reading 
to the concepts of race, 
gender, or sexuality, then 
you’ve hit a home run.

LEO HOERTER / THE INDEX
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