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Kalamazoo, Michigan

Armed 
Suspect
Remains 
at Large

A suspect carrying a black, 
four to five inch handgun 
confronted four female stu-
dents on Sunday, January 18. 
The suspect was male, small 
build and about 5’ 7”. He was 
wearing dark clothing and a 
hoodie that covered his face, 
making his race and physical 
characteristics indeterminable. 

None of the victims were 
injured and there is no threat 
of the suspect coming back 
to campus.

The first incident occurred 
at around 11:30 p.m., when 
two female students were ap-
proached. The suspect asked 
them if they had anything, and 
when they said they didn’t, he 
thanked them and ran north 
on Lovell.

The students called campus 
security, which then patrolled 

CRIME

viola brown
news editor

Authorities are still 
seeking a suspect 
who confronted 

students last weekend

SUSPECT on page 3
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Winter Quarter 
Welcomes New 
StuOrgs

CAMPUS

A yoga club and a 
martial arts club are 

new organizations on 
campus

Getting bored on campus? 
Two new clubs were created 
this winter and they both offer 
ways to have fun, exercise, 
and build new skills.

For those who need a little 
stretch, Danielle Purkey‘16, a 
500 hour registered yoga in-
structor, alongside with Rachel 
Leider’15 have instated a yoga 
student organization that is 
new to Kalamazoo College 
this winter. 

For Danielle, yoga has pro-
vided a place to check in emo-
tionally, spiritually, and reli-
giously. The practice helps to 
keep her rooted. Danielle’s 
benefits from yoga lie in the 
stuorg’s mission. 

The clubs intention is to 
provide students with a yoga 
space to practice and relieve 
stress in a casual environment 

that is student-run. 
Some perks is that it is a 

free organization and you’re 
welcome to come as often as 
you want to, making it very 
flexible to fit into a busy stu-
dent’s schedule and afford-
able for the typically broke 
college student. 

The meetings always start 
with breathing practices and 
finishes with shavasana, but 
the rest is held up for inter-
pretation so that participants 
have the ability to tailor the 
practice to what they want 
to work on or what they are 
feeling. 

Participants also have an 
opportunity to lead the prac-
tices if they want to. The stu 
org meets in the beautiful 
and peaceful Stetson Chapel 
on Wednesdays from 7:30-
8:30 p.m.. 

Interested in learning how 
to kick some butt? Mason 
Higby’17 has created a new 
marital arts stu-org on campus. 

For Mason, martial arts has 
changed his life by making 
him a better person for 
himself, his family, and his 

STUORGS on page 3

megan rigney
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Coaches Change Recruiting Tactics
Coach Zorbo issues 

an apology for 
controversial recruiting 

practices

The Kalamazoo College Athletic Field House pictured in the spring.

RECRUITING on page 2

Eight white females served 
as tour guides for prospective 
football players on Saturday 
January 10th, 2015. Most of 

the women were asked to serve 
as tour guides by current foot-
ball players. 

For at least the past 12 years 
the coaching staff has request-
ed their players to ask their 
female friends to serve as 
tour guides.

Head Football Coach Jamie 
Zorbo remembers the recruit-
ment program to be run this 
way since he joined the coach-
ing staff 12 years ago.

“I’ve been a coach here 
for 12 years at Kalamazoo, 
in some capacity, and I can 
remember it being done in 
this manner for at least that 
long,” said Zorbo.

Often these females are on 
a varsity athletic team, but 
not always. 

“I ask a group of my current 
players to ask friends of theirs, 
and again we prefer female 
athletes but it hasn’t been ex-

clusive to that,” said Zorbo. 
These women have not gone 

through tour guide training, 
however, they are given a list 
of buildings as a guideline. 
The tour typically takes 45 
minutes. 

“We do organize the tour 
and tell them where to go,” 
said Zorbo. “We all start from 
the same place and want them 
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arts
Kalamazoo Restaurant 
Review: El Gallo Blanco
Half of an ear of corn coated in a 
much-too-generous layer of mayo and 
studded with rust... PAGE 5  

feature
Should Sophomores 
Consider a Double Major?
It is common to find K students taking a 
wide range of courses or declaring to spe-
cialize in two... PAGE  3

sports
A Bittersweet Finale for 
Senior Swimmers
Friday marked the last home MIAA meet 
for Kalamazoo College’s senior swimmers 
and divers... PAGE  6

opinion
The Pros and Cons of 
College Ratings
I don’t know about everyone else, but when 
I say I go to Kalamazoo College, I think I’m 
getting just as good... PAGE  4

K Community 
Gathers to 
Dismantle 
Racism

Seventy people on campus, 
which consisted of 30 students 
and 40 faculty and staff, un-
derwent ERAC/CE (Elimi-
nating Racism and Claiming/
Celebrating Equality) train-
ing, this past weekend. The 
event was sponsored through 
the Arcus Center for Social 
Justice Leadership (ACSJL) 
and each individual student 
was sponsored through their 
student organization in order 
to attend. 

The two and a half day 
workshop was titled, “Un-
derstanding and Analyzing ERAC/CE on page 3

CAMPUS

Systemic Racism”. The train-
ing was facilitated by Cross-
roads Antiracism Organizing 
and Training, whose mission 
is dismantling racism and 
building racial justice in in-
stitutions.

The staff and faculty train-
ing took place in the ACSJL 
and the student workshops 
were held in the Stone Dinning 
Room. The leaders for the 
student workshop were PaKou 
Her, Founder and Principal 
Organizer/Trainer for the 
Tseng Development Group, 
Joy Bailey, Director of Or-
ganizing and Training for 
Crossroads and Lillie Wolff 
‘04, Co-Executive Director 
of ERAC/CE and Core Orga-
nizer /Trainer for Crossroads.

Before starting off with the 
first training activity, Her read 
the South African proverb, 
“Until lions have historians, 

viola brown
news editor

Students, staff and 
faculty undergo 

ERAC/CE training to 
create more inclusive 
campus environment

Emily Walsh / Index

Humans of Kalamazoo

At Fall Fest 2013, Caroline 
Sulich (psychology major, 
class of 2017) was intrigued 
by the dazzling show of stu-
dents maneuvering their way 
around silk ropes. Her interest 
led her to the first circus club 

meeting. Using the ropes was 
harder than Caroline initially 
thought; yet her determined 
personality made Caroline 
want to conquer the challenge 
of the ropes that much more. 
A year later, Caroline is a 
strong member of Cirque de 
K and looks skillful and out-
standing as she operates the 
rope with ease. 

“A lot of people make 

(circus) look flawless and 
beautiful, but what you don’t 
see is the difficulties that they 
have overcome or the hurdles 
they have yet to leap over.”

Caroline recommends 
circus to anyone; especially 
those who think that they cant 
do it. The success of her work 
in circus has given her the 
courage to take on other chal-
lenges at Kalamazoo College.

megan rigney
index photographer 
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“...You don’t see is the difficulties that they have overcome or the hurdles they have yet to leap over.”



to end at the same place.”
Kaitlyn Perkins ’17 was 

asked to participate in tour on 
January 10, a Saturday. She 
recalled being introduced by 
Coach Van Nickert.

“He said the reason we 
(coaching staff) brought these 
girls here is ‘because they’re 
a lot better looking than we 
are’,” said Perkins.

Perkins did not feel qual-
ified to lead the tour. 

“I just felt this was silly 
and that I was unqualified to 
do it and was like why was I 
here?” said Perkins. “I also 
felt uncomfortable telling 
people about the school when 
I knew about the tour an hour 
before. But I did agree to it.”

The coaching staff prefers 
the tours to be guided by 
female athletes to provide 
an additional perspective of 
campus.

“We prefer the female ath-
letes for several reasons. First 
we feel they are able to relate 
to our perspective recruits 
because they too went through 
a similar recruiting process, 
they understand what that’s 
like. I also feel that they might 
view the Kalamazoo College 
experience through a slight-
ly different lens than a male 
student or a male student 
athlete on this campus, I feel 
like that’s important. The 

whole goal here is to provide 
a very comprehensive picture 
of the Kalamazoo College 
experience. I think that per-
spective really enriches the 
program and I think it’s an 
important piece and element 
to the program,” said Zorbo.

Dean Sarah Westfall, Dean 
of Students, hopes that the 
perspective football players 
receive accurate informa-
tion and are able to perceive 
the opportunities and people 
the campus has to offer. This 
is an experience she would 
like for all perspective stu-
dents to have. 

“I think our prospective 
students are best served when 
they get really good accurate 
information, they understand 
the whole broad range of op-
portunities and people that 
are here, and they get to in-
teract with people who are 
maybe similarly situated as 
them,” said Westfall.

Title IX Coordinator, Stacy 
Nowicki said that although 
having strictly female tour 
guides may not have been in-
tentional, if it was perceived 
as an intentional act, it was 
unjust.  

“If female athletes were 
chosen to give tours to per-
spective students based on 
the fact that they were student 
athletes but it was perceived 
as pretty girls or attractive 
women to lure people to 
campus, then that’s a problem. 
Even if that was done inno-

cently and with no thought 
to whether it was gender eq-
uitable or not. Even if it was 
perceived that it was not eq-
uitable then we still have to 
right that,” said Nowicki.

All faculty and staff 
members, including the ath-
letics coaches were required 
to complete a half hour title 
IX training video, according 
to Nowicki. 

“93.6% of faculty and staff 
completed the online training 
video. That was as of the be-
ginning of December,” said 
Nowicki. 

According to Zorbo, the 
entire football coaching staff 
completed the training. 

Dean Westfall thinks that 
this event will allow the foot-
ball program and campus an 
opportunity to self-audit their 
actions. 

“I think the title IX issues 
that this raises are related to 
the opportunities we have to 
really look at what we do and 
how we do it,” said Westfall. 
“So, a lot of what many of 
us do is really kind of tacit. 
So I think the opportunity 
here is how can we kind of 
self-audit.” 

Nowicki agrees with 
Westfall that this event will 
provide an opportunity to 
reflect and correct football-re-
cruiting traditions. 

“This may not have been 
a deliberate gender inequity 
issue,” said Nowicki. “This 
may have just been something 

dumb and turned out to be a 
gender inequity issue that is 
correctable.”

Rebecca Guralnick Co 
Leader of POWER, Progres-
sive Organization of Women 
Engaged in Revolution, pro-
vided her insight on how the 
recruiting practices portray 
the campus. 

“Even though people think 
that’s a little thing, it’s not, 
because it perpetuates the idea 
that girls are objects. It adds 
to the larger part of sexism 
that plays into our school and 
plays into our society,” said 
Guralnick.

When asked about the 
racial diversity and ethnici-
ties of the women giving the 
tours on Saturday, January 10 
Zorbo said, “I believe they 
were all white, yes.” 

In the past Zorbo recalls 
that there has been racial 
diversity in the women that 
have led the tours. He is 
unable to provide statistics. 

“We’re not turning anybody 
away based on race,” said 
Zorbo. “We have had racial 
diversity in the past, to give 
you specific numbers I can’t 
speak to that.”

Perkins did not believe the 
tour guides that led the pro-
spective students on January 
10 properly represented the 
female athletic teams. 

“Even the sports teams are 
diverse,” said Perkins. “They 
have people of different eth-
nicities on their teams but all 

the ones (women) that were 
chosen were white.”

In response to how the tour 
guides of Saturday, January 
10 tours, represented the di-
versity of campus Zorbo said, 
“Obviously our campus is 
more diverse than that, so if 
you’re talking about this Sat-
urday, probably not.”

PaKou Her, Lead Orga-
nizer and Trainer for Cross-
roads Antiracism Organiz-
ing & Training provided her 
insight on the issues that this 
event brought to light. 

“I think that’s less about 
the football team itself than 
it is the cultural values of the 
institution. And so I would 
say I think that’s incredi-
bly, incredibly problematic 
around challenges of race. I 
think it’s up to folks here to 
decide, but I think there are 
clearly challenges around the 
intersecting issues of racism 
and sexism,” said Her.

PaKou Her provided her 
advice on how the women 
of the campus can use this 
event as an opportunity to 
discuss the intersecting issues 
of race, gender and sexism 
on campus. 

“There needs to be some 
conversation, some open con-
versations between students. 
I think it would be really fan-
tastic to have conversations 
led by white women chal-
lenging this in particular and 
challenging what it is to be 
labeled and used as pretty 

girls. I think that there’s an 
opportunity that could be very 
exciting it’s the opportunity 
between women of color and 
white women talking about 
the intersections between race 
and gender and sexism, and 
how that could be organized 
on campus,” said Her. 

Zorbo said this is the first 
complaint he has ever heard 
regarding the tours. 

“This is the first time we 
have received any negative 
perspective or comment 
regarding the tours,” said 
Zorbo. 

Zorbo sincerely apologized 
if anyone on campus has felt 
offended by the football team 
recruiting practices. 

 “I just want to reiterate that 
if we’ve offended someone I 
sincerely apologize for that,” 
said Zorbo. “Absolutely let 
me make it clear that since 
we’ve been aware of our of-
fending a student on campus 
through a visit certainly that’s 
not our intent through this vis-
itation program and I under-
stand how someone could be 
offended by looking at this 
and it certainly forced us 
to look at things through a 
slightly different lens.” 

On Saturday, January 17 
admission trained tour guides 
led the tours for the perspec-
tive football students. 

“This Saturday we have or-
ganized tour guides through 
the admission office,” said 
Zorbo.

Robert Manor / Index
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PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Reverend Dr. Wendell Anthony speaking during the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day reflection in Stetson Chapel.  Anthony is the President of the NAACP’s Detroit Chapter.

on the web The News in Brief THREE THINGS 
YOU SHOULD 
KNOW TODAYState of the 

Union
What: President Obama 
discussed tax reform, 
income inequality at yearly 
address to nation.
When: Tuesday, 
January 20
Where: Washington, D.C.

Paris to Sue 
Fox News
What: French capital will 
take the cable network 
to court over claims that 
the city has “no-go zones 
where non-Muslims are not 
welcome.”
When: Tuesday,
January 20
Where: Paris, France

Coup in 
Yemen
What: Houthi rebels 
attacked Yemen’s 
presidential residence and 
the president’s palace.
When: Tuesday,
January 20
Where: Sanaa, Yemen

Oscar 
Nominations
What: The Academy 
Awards is under fire as 
the 20 contenders for lead 
and supporting actor and 
actress are all white for the 
first time since 1998.
When: Thursday, 
January 15
Where: Los Angeles, CA.

AirAsia Details 
Emerge
What: Data shows that the 
flight climbed at a high rate 
and then plunged into the 
sea.
When: Tuesday,
January 20
Where: Java Sea, Indonesia

Australian 
Open Begins
What: The first major 
of the season begins as 
stars like Rafa Nadal, 
Serena Williams, Maria 
Sharapova, and Novak 
Djokovic take center court
When: Monday,
January 19
Where: Sydney, Australia

1 The US Supreme Court 
will rule if the consti-
tutional guarantee of 

equal protection gives gay 
and lesbian Americans the 
right to marry. The Supreme 
Court will most likely rule 
by June.

2 New England Patri-
ots defeat Indianapo-
lis Colts, 45-7, sending 

them to the Super Bowl XLIX. 
The Patriots will face the 
Seattle Seahawks, who de-
feated the Green Bay Packers 
28-22.

3 Martin Luther King’s 
birthday was marked 
by protests over deaths 

of black men.  Protests took 
place in cities like St. Louis 
and New York, but also oc-
curred in Kalamazoo.

THE WIRE

Swim Team 
Beats Calvin
By Nick Marsh

It was a good night for all 
the Hornets as the women’s 
team beat Calvin for the 
first time under new coach.

THE WIRE

Basketball 
Struggles 
By Jory Finkelberg

Men’s Basketball struggled 
to make shots against Trine, 
after an impressive home 
opener against Olivet
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Coach’s Recruiting Tactics Raise Questions



hunters will always be the 
heroes.”

Many of the workshops dealt 
with defining racism and power 
and the historical and societal 
implications of white suprem-
acy and how it affects internal-
ized racist oppression and supe-
riority. It also dealt with ways 
to organize effectively in dis-
mantling racism.

Wolff, who described her 
“complicated” relationship with 
Kalamazoo College, claims she 
is now a “critical lover” of the 

institution, which is needed in 
making effective change.

Students as well as faculty 
and staff and faculty share the 
idea that Kalamazoo College 
is a “passively multicultural 
institution” which recognizes 
that their needs to be change, 
but the institution is histori-
cally white.

During Introductions, people 
made noticed of 2 white males 
attending, and wishing that 
more people attend.

“The people that know about 
these issues are already here, 
it’s the people that don’t know 

that need to be here,” was the 
sentiment given by many.

There are many ways for stu-
dents on campus to get involved 
in issues on antiracism and mul-
ticulturalism. The Multicul-
turalism and Diversity Com-
mittee meets every Tuesdays 
at 8 p.m. in the Leadership 
Lounge in Hick, for more in-
formation contact Commit-
tee Chairs Samantha Weaver 
‘17 and Jose Lopez ‘17. Also, 
every second Monday of each 
month, ERAC/CE holds racial 
caucuses at 6:30 p.m. on 525 
East Kalamazoo Ave.
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Double-Majors are More Possible than You’d Think 

 It is common to find K stu-
dents taking a wide range of 
courses or declaring to spe-
cialize in two fields of study. 

 Janay Johnson’17 did not 
come to K planning to double 
major.

“I was recommended by 
a friend to take Dr. Shreena 
Gandhi’s religion class my 
freshman year. I ended up 

taking another class with her 
and realizing a passion for 
religion that I did not orig-
inally think I had. I highly 
suggest students give reli-
gion a try, even as a minor,” 
said Johnson . 

Students may be pleasantly 
surprised with a certain subject 
or department when branch-
ing out from their normal 
schedules. 

“My other major is psychol-
ogy, and that is what I want 
to go to graduate school for,” 

said Johnson.
Choosing one subject to 

further specialize in is a ben-
eficial route to take when de-
ciding to double major. 

At K, taking a foreign lan-
guage is a requirement. Soph-
omore Maribel Blas’17 is 
taking advantage of these re-
quired classes. 

Blas is fluent in Spanish 
and English, and hopes that 
a major in French from K 
will help her master a third 
language. 

“I love languages,” Blas 
said. “I think it’s a positive 
thing to double major if you 
are interested in both areas 
of study.” 

Blas came to K with the 
mindset to double major in 
Psychology and French. 

“It’s good to develop a plan 
for your course of action to 
double major,” said Blas. 
“That way it doesn’t seem 
impossible.”

A K student who will 
successfully complete her 

two majors is Audrienne 
Murray’15. Murray will suc-
cessfully complete a major 
in both Business and French 
this June. 

“I chose to double major 
because I was passionate about 
both as well as them being 
compatible areas of study 
as a second language is very 
valuable going into business,” 
said Murray. 

If a student feels that 
another interest relates with 
their main focus of study, 

double majoring may be a 
good idea. 

“The workload is manage-
able. There are somewhat less 
opportunities to take classes 
outside of my majors, but 
they’re not overwhelming,” 
said Murray. “I still find plenty 
of ways to have a social life 
and having two majors helps 
me better manage my sched-
ule, and if they do prove too 
much, remember that you’re 
free to change it to a minor 
or drop it.” 

janelle grant
index staff writer

How to Stay Happy and Active on Campus

SAD, or Seasonal Affective 
Disorder, is a clinically diag-
nosed disorder typically char-
acterized by a fall or winter 
onset with several of the fol-
lowing symptoms: feeling 
sad or depressed, feeling le-
thargic, difficulty concentrat-
ing, sugar cravings, difficulty 
waking in the morning, social 
withdrawal, reduced produc-

tivity, and irritability. 
These symptoms are a result 

of important brain chemicals, 
specifically serotonin and mel-
atonin. In the northern lati-
tudes, the disorder affects up 
to one in five people. 

Dr. Alan Hill from the coun-
seling center recognizes that 
many people try to tough it 
through and that this isn’t 
effective.

There are several forms of 
treatment for SAD. The most 
effective treatments, accord-
ing to Dr. Alan Hill, are light 

boxes, eating properly, and 
exercising. 

Light boxes are instructed to 
make the light shine on your 
eyes. This is one of the most 
influential forms of treatment 
for SAD as they replace sun-
light in an artificial way. 

The most common side 
effects are eye and/or skin 
irritation and headaches. There 
are light boxes in the counsel-
ing center, the health center, 
and they can be rented from 
the library. As a treatment 
regimen, exercise should be 

implemented into each day 
for at least 30 minutes.

Out-door activity is recom-
mended, even if its cloudy, 
because it provides exposure 
to natural sunlight. 

Having a regular sleep 
pattern also helps. In order 
to sleep well consider not in-
gesting caffeine after 3 p.m., 
or exercise or eat three to four 
hours before bedtime. 

During the winter people 
tend to retreat to the indoors 
and seclude themselves from 
the cold world. 

This can possibly lead to 
social withdrawal, which is a 
symptom of SAD. To combat 
this, make a commitment to 
interact with others, even if 
it’s just to study at the library. 

Brighten up your home en-
vironment by opening blinds 
and drapes to let in as much 
natural light as possible. Add 
some living like plants to the 
room or put potpourri in the 
room to emit a fragrance. 

Daniella Glymin ’17 rec-
ognizes that the cloudy skies 
can be a bit depressing some-

times and when this happens 
she usually snuggles up with 
a cup of hot coco, hits the 
gym, or contacts her family 
back home. 

Glymin explained the im-
portance of staying warm in 
the winter, as that could make 
a person more irritable or le-
thargic. 

Steven Andrews ’17 ex-
plained that it is important 
to exercise during the winter 
as people aren’t going outside 
as much and therefore sitting 
around more. 

megan rigney
index staff writer

community.
Mason has trained for six 

years in Budokan, or martial 
arts with West Michigan 
Martial Arts and Holistic 
Health and where he has re-
cently attained his black belt 
and is currently training for 

20 hours a week.
Taking his experience and 

values towards the martial arts, 
Mason has created a free, stu-
dent-run club at Kalamazoo 
College. Anyone from any 
skill level can join the club. 

The club is intended to 
provide an avenue for people 
to enrich their lives and to 
learn life protective skills. 

Testing will be administered 
and thus a belt is for pur-
chase, although it is not a re-
quirement.

The club meets on Tuesdays 
at 8:15 in the East Banquet 
Hall. No Uniform or belt is 
needed, however a good heart 
and the desire to have fun 
and run an enriched life are 
required. 

STUORGS FROM PAGE 1

Yoga, Martial Arts Arrive

ERAC/CE FROM PAGE 1

Training Serves Campus

I
Want more K news?

Then check us out online!

www.thekzooindex.com

the scene for signs of the 
suspect. The suspect was about 
to approach another group of 
students, but when he saw the 
security vehicle he escaped the 
area. The Kalamazoo Depart-
ment of Public Safety arrived 
on the scene with a K-9 unit 
about 5 minutes later.

The second incident took 

place later in the night, near 
Harmon Residence Hall, when 
two female students were ap-
proached and the suspect took 
a cellphone and five dollars. 
When security arrived, they 
saw the suspect running across 
West Main.

At around 1 a.m. on January 
19th, police apprehended and 
detained a person that looked 
like a potential suspect, but 
he was released when deter-
mined not to be the suspect. 

“People were doing what 
they were suppose to be 
doing,” said Eric Wimbley, Di-
rector of Security. “They were 
walking with other people and 
made the right calls.”

“This is the first document-
ed time of a suspect on campus 
with hand gun,” said Wimbley.

He advises students to 
be cautious of strangers on 
campus and that they should 
call security if they see any-
thing suspicious. 

Suspect Still at Large
SUSPECT FROM PAGE 1
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I don’t know about every-
one else, but when I say I go 
to Kalamazoo College, I think 
I’m getting just as good, if not 
a better, education than I would 
have at Harvard. 

However, it’s difficult for 
people that haven’t gone to 
school here and experienced 
what we have to really under-
stand that. Our smaller class 
sizes, lack of prominent alumni 
figures, and having a consid-

erably less known name than 
Harvard make comparing the 
two almost impossible.

However, the Obama admin-
istration wants to do just that, 
and put all four year colleges 
on the same pedestal and rate 
them based on numbers such 
as graduation rates, tuition 
cost, scholarships, and GPA’s.

While comparing Kalam-
azoo and Harvard is difficult 
enough, the larger issue is that 
this system is attempting to dis-
mantle institutions that serve 
people of color and benefit the 
already privileged universities 

catering to the white majority.
Because institutions like 

Harvard only admit the elite 
and thus better prepared stu-
dents, their graduation rates 
and GPA scores would be 
higher than at Historically 
Black Colleges/Universities, 
or HBCU’s.  

This means that this rating 
system would be sending 
middle class and people of 
color to universities where they 
would have no support system, 
which is rather counter-intui-
tive of the whole process.

The rating system also looks 

at the amount of financial aid, 
which makes sense for lower/
middle class students trying to 
find a way to attend college. 
However, the way financial aid 
is distributed is also skewed.

Schools that have the highest 
financial aid endowments also 
have high graduation rates and 
GPAs, which is considerably 
easier when a large majority 
of the students that attend are 
white or upper middle class. 

Not surprisingly, the college 
rating system in place right 
now does not give credit to 
the difficulties that students 

who attend HBCUs have, such 
as not being able to afford all 
four years of school and not 
being as well prepared as their 
white peers.

The largest issue that many 
have about this rating system 
is that in order to stay afloat 
in this competitive atmo-
sphere, institutions that used 
to admit more at-risk students 
may enroll less to raise their 
ratings and also their finan-
cial aid. 

This cycle is an easy way 
to dismantle all of the institu-
tions that have dedicated them-

selves to serving students from 
lower/middle class disadvan-
taged America and turn them 
into the hundreds of thriv-
ing schools that cater to the 
majority.

While the rating system has 
good intentions, it is definite-
ly problematic and, without 
serious structural reformatting 
and acknowledgment of the 
differences between  schools 
such as K and Dillard Univer-
sity, this system will continue 
to exploit people of color and 
continue catering to the white 
majority.

The Pros and Cons of a College Rating Scale

Can Humor Go Too Far?

By Emaline Lapinski

By now, we’ve all heard about the attacks on the popular 
French satire magazine, Charlie Hebdo. Enraged because 
editorial cartoonists printed an image of the prophet 

Mohammed, Islamic fundamentalists stormed the magazine’s 
headquarters in Paris, killing several cartoon editorialists.

This event is just one of many that sparked discussions 
around free speech, censorship, and satire. Are we infring-
ing on someone’s right to free speech when we criticize a 
racist joke, cartoon, or film? Does censorship inherently 
violate this right?

In no way were the events in Paris justified. The death of 
twelve creative souls was tragic, as is any senseless murder of 
a fellow human. But, after hearing about the attack, I looked 
up past covers of the magazine and saw a blatantly Islam-
ophobic and anti-Semitic publication. In a country where 
Muslims are already a marginalized group, constantly mis-
treated by a movement that uses the notion of free speech 
to justify its actions, it begs the question of whether or not 
Charlie Hebdo also had a part to play.

I do, however, want to say that I write this article from a 
place of privilege. I will never experience racial or religious 
discrimination during my lifetime, and I can’t possibly under-
stand the pain and frustration such discrimination can cause. 

Because of this, my perception and opinions about Charlie 
Hebdo are skewed.

There’s a common rule in comedy, whether you’re doing 
stand-up or writing. “Punching up,” or using comedy to take 
down oppression and oppressors, is accepted. “Punching 
down,” or using tired stereotypes for comedic effect, is not.

It’s lazy comedy when someone “punches down.” Satire is 
good when it makes fun of parties in power, systems of power, 
and institutions. In this case, Charlie Hebdo didn’t do the right 
thing. The tragic deaths of twelve journalists are overlooked 
by the bigger picture here. While there are some who are le-
gitimately upset about the tragedy, and say “Je suis Charlie” 
with the intention of good, there are others who don’t act this 
way. Free speech and humor is used to defend what people 
see as a “right” to publish racist and homophobic material.

In a way, Charlie Hebdo has now become a martyr and a 
villain. Of course no one should have to fear for their lives 
when they write, blog, or voice their opinion in any way. 
But freedom of speech doesn’t just mean “I can say what I 
want, it doesn’t matter if what I say is offensive.” Free speech 
isn’t a cover for being offensive. Charlie Hebdo may have 
become a beacon for anti-censorship advocates, but not ev-
eryone carries a halo above their heads.

emily pizza
opinions editor

The watchwords “Je Suis Charlie,” or “I am Charlie,” displayed during a Brussels rally in support of the Charlie Hebdo shooting. 

Wikimedia Commons
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‘An Unapologetic, Mediocre Departure from 
American Food’: El Gallo Blanco

katherine rapin
index staff writer

Half of an ear of corn coated 
in a much-too-generous layer 
of mayo and studded with 
rust spots of spice landed on 
a plastic plate in front of me. 
‘Elote’: an appetizer of corn 
smothered in mayonnaise, 
cotija queso, and chili powder. 
It can be ordered on a stick or 
in a cup. It looks like a kid’s 
creation. 

“How’s your sangria?” I 
asked, thinking the bite of 
alcohol might combat the leth-
argy-inducing mayonnaise.  

“Umm…I’m not a fan. I 
mean, it’s not Carlo Rossi, but 
it’s not great,” the waiter said. 

El Gallo Blanco is indeed 
upfront and unapologetic 
about its mediocrity. 

“I’ll try the horchata.” 
Sandwiched between Ka-

lamazoo Easy Car Mart and 
Ted Brooks Archery, in the 
perpetual parking lot that is 
the urban sprawl along Portage 
Road sits El Gallo Blanco. A 
cheap, unassuming, slightly 
kitschy restaurant providing 
dine in and take-out Mexican 
food. 

It’s a casual place. Cases of 
soda and Jarritos are stacked 
rather carelessly in the corner 
next to the entrance, some 

half empty. Shiny packages of 
Mexican candy and 99-cent 
bags of chicharrones line the 
shelf by the register. Two im-
posing 4-gallon jugs sit on the 
front counter--one containing 
horchata.  

The waiter sloshed the bev-
erage in a plastic cup and stuck 
in a paper-capped straw as 
he set it on the table. Their 
version of the spiced rice milk 
is not too sweet and just grainy 
enough with residual rice par-
ticles. Vanilla and cinnamon 
come through the sweetness 
subtly, making it a perfect ac-
companiment to a dish with 
some heat. 

Though the informality 
of the place will inspire a 
20-year-old to scrunch up their 
straw wrapper and animate 
it with a bead of water (look 
mom! It’s alive), El Gallo 
Blanco offers a wide variety 
of decent options with a few 
things done well at a truly un-
beatable price. 

Even if you usually default 
to the ‘three taco combination 
platter’, plan to spend more 
than a few minutes with the 
menu. Three glossy, over-
sized pages of ‘Apperitivos!,’ 
‘Bebidas!,’ ’Platillos!’ and 
‘Combinaciones!’ are offered. 

The menu goes beyond the 
typical Mexican dishes one 

might expect to find in the 
Midwest – enchiladas, tortas, 
tacos, tostadas and fajitas – to 
include a few more intriguing 
items. Tampiquena (Flank 
Steak with refried beans, 
rice, grilled onions, guaca-
mole, cactus, and a chorizo/
bean taco), Milanesa (Fried 
breaded steak and or chicken 
served with refried beans, 
white rice, cooked cactus, 
and your choice of tortillas), 
and Beef Tongue, available 
a la carte. 

Owner Esteban Blanco, 

son of a Mexican immigrant 
and seasonal worker, uses 
family recipes learned from 
his father for many of these 
specialties. He offers more re-
gional options (like nopales, 
and lengua) than the typical 
Mexican Restaurant in the 
Midwest to dismantle gen-
eralizations about Mexican 
food. No, not everything is 
picante.  

The wait staff is informal 
but attentive. Though he seems 
to be responsible for all six 
tables on our side of the restau-

rant and has beads of sweat 
lining his forehead, our waiter 
checks in often. “Todo bien? 
Nesecita algo?” He arrives at 
the table balancing five plates 
on the length of his left arm, 
a sixth held in his right hand. 

El Gallo Blanco offers 
serious bang for your buck. 
Order a variety of a la carte 
items for less than $2 each, or 
get the grande burrito ($4.99), 
or six flautas ($7.49). Spend 
less that ten dollars and leave 
stuffed, Styrofoam box in hand 
(mine weighed over a pound). 

El Gallo Blanco isn’t the place 
to dine if you’re looking for a 
delicate fish taco topped with 
a fresh slaw and a lime wedge. 
And don’t expect a contem-
porary menu with sections 
denoting vegetarian options. 

Do expect to leave full, 
and possibly charmed by the 
casual eatery. The Spanish em-
anating from the back kitchen, 
the plastic dishware, and the 
forthright meals offer a no-
frills experience that satis-
fies a craving for a departure 
from tired American flavors. 

Looking for a Job that’s Both 
Exciting and Rewarding?

Then Join The Index Today!

We meet at 8 p.m. on Sunday nights in our office 
(Hicks 201).  There is usually food, and there is always 

fun.
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A Bittersweet Finale for Senior 
Swimmers

Friday marked the last home 
MIAA meet for Kalamazoo 
College’s senior swimmers and 
divers. They now begin prepa-
rations for the MIAA confer-
ence meet next month. The men 
were unable to beat Calvin, but 
the women were victorious 
over Calvin for the first time 
ever under Coach Kathy Mil-
liken’s 12-year tenure.

It was a bittersweet night for 
the seniors because it signifies 
that they are nearly at the end 
of four seasons of hard work 
under Coach Milliken. Describ-
ing Coach Milliken’s impor-
tance, senior co-captain Nolan 
Foust said, “Coach Kathy [Mil-
liken] is a great motivator, she’s 
personally invested in all her 
swimmers.”

Foust is a senior who studies 
biology with a concentration in 
neuroscience. Thinking back 

nick marsh
index sports writer

Nick Marsh / Index

The senior swimmers pose together in the Kalamazoo College Natatorium after their final meet.

before senior night, he remem-
bers some of his best memo-
ries coming in practice. Foust 
said, “In practice we have a lot 
of rivalries and we push each 
other, but because we suffer 
together it gives us a lot of ca-
maraderie.” 

Women’s senior co-captain 
Hannah Olsen also had much 
reflecting to do with the oc-
casion of senior night. Olsen 
studies physics and French. She 
remembers her favorite team 
moments coming from bonding 
outside the pool. “When we 
went snorkeling as a team in 
the Florida Keys during train-
ing trip, it’s so fun for every-
body,” said Olsen.

Cam Wasko is another senior 
co-captain who was reminisc-
ing about his previous three 
seasons at K prior to senior 
night. He says he is more than 
thankful to have swam for 
Coach Milliken. Wasko said, 
“I came to K for the coach. 
Kathy is awesome, she gen-

uinely cares about us not just 
as athletes, but as students and 
people too.” 

All of the seniors on the 
swim teams take a lot of pride 
in the close-knit communities 
of their teams. This includes 
many celebratory and team 

bonding activities, such as 
the men’s team ‘brotherhood’ 
dinners, the Florida training trip 
or the team celebrations that 
occur after winning a meet. 

One such team celebration 
occurred two years ago when 
now senior diver Will Guedes 

won the Division 3 national 
championship in 3M diving. 
“The team was very happy 
for me,” said Guedes. “It was 
really everyone’s accomplish-
ment.”

This example of sharing 
in everything is one of the 

things that made senior night 
so bittersweet for the upcom-
ing graduates. Senior co-cap-
tain Cam Wasko said, “What 
am I going to do without my 
teammates? I’m going to miss 
celebrating and ‘bro-ing’ out 
with my best friends.”  

For the second time in 
his two-year collegiate golf 
career, David Smith’17 earned 
first team all MIAA honors. 
Though this season was some-
what similar to last for Smith, 
he enjoyed himself a little bit 
more as he broke a 27-year 
standing K scoring record.

Smith is originally from 
Highland, Mich. where he 
attended Everest Collegiate 
High School. After four years 
of varsity golf in high school 
Smith brought his highly 
sought after talents to Ka-
lamazoo. Needless to say, he 
has settled in nicely at Kalam-
azoo College.

Last season Smith averaged 
76.6 in his first MIAA cam-
paign. He finished 0.2 strokes 
behind the then standing K 
scoring record. This season 
Smith put forth a superb in-
dividual effort inspired by 
coach and teammates and fin-
ished the MIAA season with a 
record 74.6 scoring average. 

He broke the school’s 
former MIAA scoring average 
by nearly two whole strokes. 

However, Smith’s re-

cord-breaking golf perfor-
mance is not his only admi-
rable quality. He is also a fine 
business student here at K. He 
particularly enjoys his classes 
with Professor Hannah McK-
inney. Smith says, “I love 
the way she teaches. She’s 
so upfront with the way she 
presents the information. It 
makes learning fun.” 

Outside of class and golf 
Smith is also a lively partic-
ipant in on-campus activities. 
He regularly enjoys intramu-
ral basketball on campus and 
he led the golf team to a third 
place finish in the first ever 
Kalamazoo College Dodge 
ball tournament.

nick marsh
index sports writer

Laying the Foundation for 
A Men’s Lacrosse Team

As the Kalamazoo College 
Men’s Lacrosse team draws 
closer to its first varsity 
season in the 2014-2015 
school year, newly appoint-
ed head coach Vince Redko 
finds himself without an es-
tablished program history or 
even a full team. But he does 
possess a vision that he plans 
to lay at the College and the 
standard he wants to impose 
upon his newly formed team.  

“It’s really not an X’s and 
O’s thing,” said Redko. “It’s 
what kind of intensity are we 
bringing and what kind of 
focus. It’s how do we do the 
little things within a practice 
session or a game and how 
we conduct ourselves.”

Redko accepted the Ka-
lamazoo position on July 1, 
2014, bringing with him a 
good amount of playing and 
coaching experience. The 
three-year starter at Ursinas 
College in Pennsylvania also 
gained valuable coaching ex-

perience at Misericordia Uni-
versity and later Connecticut 
College where he acted as de-
fensive and recruiting coor-
dinator. His background in 
recruiting will be especially 
necessary in order to recruit 
players to a program that is 
not in existence yet. Redko 
admits that finding the players 
that want to start a program 
from the ground up can be 
difficult yet rewarding.

“Some guys really feel great 
about it,” said Redko. “They 
say ‘I want to put my stamp 
on something, I want to watch 
something growth, I really 
want to leave my mark on the 
school’ and this is a great op-
portunity to do that.” Redko 
expects around 20 committed 
recruits for next year’s season 
and is already a quarter of the 
way there with five.  

A handful of current Kalam-
azoo College students will also 
make up the first varsity men’s 
lacrosse team in the coming 
school year, and will also play 
for the club team this spring 
if the team can field enough 
players. Kalamazoo College 
sophomore Clapton Marquis 

plans to join the team for the 
coming season, and shares 
Coach Redko’s philosophy of 
building from the ground up.

“I thought it would be nice 
to come into a program that 
is starting fresh completely,” 
said Marquis. “I’m hoping 
we’ll get players that will take 
losses in a good way and take 
the wins in a really good way 
and focus on what we want 
to become.”

Redko plans on evaluating 

the team’s success this coming 
season not in terms of wins 
and losses, but on how the 
team establishes it’s identity.

“It’s all about laying the 
foundation for what the culture 
of the program is going to be,” 
said Redko. “It’s about how 
we act on campus, what are 
we doing in the classroom, and 
letting guys know that these 
are the expectations and what 
it takes to become a Kalama-
zoo College lacrosse player.”

spencer macdonald
sports editor

Getting to Know 
Your Hornets

Want the Latest K 
Sports Updates?

Then Follow @
IndexSports today!

Kalamazoo SID

Vince Redko is the new Men’s Lacrosse Coach

David Smith ‘17
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MUN 
Heads to 
Montreal

This past weekend was 
the annual McMUN (McGill 
Model United Nations) Con-
ference in Montreal, Canada. 
Students in Model UN trained 
since first week of fall quarter 
on the language, the format, 
the procedures, and tactics to 
become great debaters.

Model UN is a mock United 
Nations where students take 
on the role of a historical 
figure or a delegate from 
another country and work 
to find solutions on real-life 
problems. Participants become 
versed in “Parliamentary Pro-
cedure” and learn how to act 
as a member in the United 
Nations assembly. 

This conference had many 
different committees from a 
Communist Committee set in 
1937 to a Crisis Committee 

STUORGS

sean bogue
index staff writer

MUN puts training 
to good use at 
McGill Model 

United Nations in 
Montreal, Canada

 MUN on page 3
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English Faculty 
Offers Reading

ACADEMICS

Students, faculty, 
and the Kalamazoo 

public enjoyed 
readings from the 

English Department, 
including 

unpublished works

The annual English Depart-
ment Faculty Reading took 
place in Kalamazoo College’s 
Olmsted Room in Mandelle 
Hall on January 15th, 2015. 
Students and faculty alike at-
tended, and the event was also 
advertised off-campus, avail-
able to any English enthusi-
ast in Kalamazoo.

The department chair, Bruce 
Mills, introduced the reading.

“We strive to engage with 
our students as whole, mul-
tidimensional beings and to 
encourage them to bring that 
wholeness to their work with 
us,” said Mills. “In turn, we 
bring the wholeness of our-
selves to our scholarship, re-
search, creative work, and 

community involvements.”
The work shared by faculty 

members came in a variety 
of different forms; poetry, 
prose, excerpts from ongoing 
research. Marin Heinritz 
shared first: a short essay 
called “Keening.” Amy Smith 
gave well-meaning and heart-
felt advice to Shakespeare’s 
women. Ryan Fong shared 
an excerpt from his research 
on Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. 
Mills recounted his childhood 
in Iowa. Babli Sinha compli-
mented her research on Merle 
Oberon and Rita Hayworth 
with images of the drastic 
changes in the actresses’ ap-
pearances on projector slides. 
Andy Mozina shared comedic 
prose on Kalamazoo’s resi-
dent “truthers,” or members 
of the 9/11 Truth movement.

The Faculty Reading began 
in the mid-90s. The idea 
behind it was to find a way 
to celebrate the work being 
done by faculty while also 
sharing it with students. In 
the past, the event primarily 
featured poetry, fiction, and 
creative nonfiction. Now, all 
forms of work being done by 
faculty, including research,

READING on page 3

green dickinson
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Personal Profile: Sam Ettewin

A transfer student from 
Michigan State University, 
Sam Ettewin’17 is glad that 
he made the transition.

“At Michigan State, it 
would be hard to stay in touch 
with people. Here, it is very 
easy to make connections with 
people.” Sam speculates that 
he has met a wider variety of 
people going to a small school 
than he did at MSU because 
“at state people make con-
nections and then stay in that 
friend group due to lack of 
transportation, ability to see 
people, etc.” 

Sam’s favorite thing about 
Kalamazoo is the interac-
tions he has with the people. 
“People are more engaged 
in things, they don’t want to 
just go to class and never talk 
about it again, they want to 
discuss and move the materi-
al outside of the classroom.”

He’s also a member of 
various clubs such as Ka-
lamadudes, K Desi, LSO, 
WoodWard and  Photography 
Club. “It is easier to be apart 
of many clubs and groups 
here because everything is 
so close to each other. In ad-
dition, it is easier to have an 
influence in them due to the 
smaller amount of members.”

“At Michigan State Univer-
sity, I felt that what I learned 
in class I could have looked 
up online or in a book. At 
Kalamazoo, you are pushed 
harder beyond the basics. It 
helps that the class sizes are 
smaller as professors are able 
to give more feedback on as-
signments. At Michigan State, 
professors would skim as-
signments and cross them 
off. It helps the GPA but not 
the skill. It is also nice that 
there isn’t a grad school here 
because professors aren’t split 
between grad school classes 
and undergraduate classes. It 
is easier to make connections 
with professors.” 

megan rigney
index staff writer 

QPOCC Hopes 
to Connect 
Campus Groups

Queer People of Color Co-
alition (QPOCC) began with 
the hope to create a commu-
nity and raise awareness on 
campus on the issues that face 
queer people of color in the 
middle of Fall Quarter 2014.

“Queer people of color often 
feel displaced on campus, in 
their communities and in other 
queer groups,” said Prachi 
Goyal ‘17.

According to Goyal, Cesar 
Gutierrez ‘14 wanted to start 
QPOCC for a long while but 
he knew that he would be 
leaving after fall quarter so 
he started it while he was 
still here.

The main goal of club is 
to further build a communi-
ty. In the future there will be 

STUDENT LIFE

forums with other people of 
color groups on campus to 
discuss queer issues. In the 
spring, the group hopes to 
have an HIV/AIDS Awareness 
Week, since it’s an issue that 
isn’t talked about on campus 
and it affects everyone, espe-
cially queer people of color.

Besides other people of 
color groups, QPOCC hopes 
to partner with the Health 
Center and the Counseling 
Center in order to spread more 
awareness on the health and 
mental issues that the com-
munity faces.

“The club is a baby now,” 
said Goyal. “There is no leader 
and it like a family. We don’t 
want to force social justice on 
people but we want to create 
a supportive environment.”

Membership varies from 
week to week but current-
ly there 20-25 people on the 
Facebook page. QPOCC 
meets in the Arcus Center 
every Wednesday at 5 p.m. 
and which lasts for less than 
an hour.

viola brown
news editor

Gilmore Wins Acting Scholarship
Grace Gilmore is 

the first Kalamazoo 
College student to 
win the Irene Ryan 

Scholarship 

Grace Gilmore ‘15, is the first Kalamazoo College student to win the Irene Ryan Scholarship. She is featured above in the fall production of Romeo and 
Juliet. 

GILMORE on page 2

Grace Gilmore ‘15 recent-
ly won the KCACTF region 
III Irene Ryan Scholarship 
that involves over 250 other 

undergraduate and graduate 
students from school in Il-
linois, Indiana, Wisconsin, 
and Michigan. “No one at 
K has ever won, so I was 
amazed that it was me,” 
Gilmore  said.

The Kalamazoo com-
munity is proud to see one 
of our own excel in their 
field of passion. “You audi-
tion with two scenes and a 
monologue,” Gilmore said. 

“I was, of course, shocked 
[to win].”

Gilmore can be consid-
ered a K theatre legacy, 
and she may have gained 
her talents through genetics 
and her environment. Both 
of her parents attended K 
and majored in theatre and 
she has been acting since 
elementary school. Sadly, 
she has no secrets of her 
own success to offer to as-

piring thespians, but en-
courages everyone to give 
theatre a try.

“Acting is hard and takes 
a lot of time and discipline 
both on and off stage. If 
someone makes it look easy 
then they are a good actor,” 
Gilmore said.

She plans to put her seam-
less acting skills to another 

janelle grant
index staff writer
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PHOTO OF THE WEEK

New Yorkers ski through Prospect Park on Monday, January 26th, in preparation for Winter Storm Juno.

on the web The News in Brief THREE THINGS 
YOU SHOULD 
KNOW TODAYWinter Storm 

Juno
What: Expected to be a 
historic storm, Juno failed 
to live up to the hype. 
The storm closed the East 
Coast’s public transit and 
national travel.
When: Tuesday, 
January 27
Where: New England

Saudi Arabian 
King Dies
What: Saudi Arabia’s King 
Abdullah bin Abdulaziz 
al Saud died after a bout 
of pneumonia. Prince 
Salman bin Abdulaziz was 
appointed as the new king.
When: Friday, January 23
Where: Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia

Mormons 
Change Stance
What: Mormon leaders 
announced support for 
LGBT anti-discrimination 
laws, but say they expect 
those laws to protect 
religious groups as well.
When: Monday, January 12
Where: Salt Lake City

Fidel Castro 
Supports Thaw
What: Former Cuban leader 
voiced half-hearted support 
for the newly developing 
agreements between Cuba 
and the US.
When: Monday,
January 26
Where: Havana, Cuba

Koch Brothers 
Spend Big
What: Billionaire brothers 
plan to spend $889 million 
on the 2016 Presidential 
elections. Koch money 
could overtake political 
parties as most influential 
source of funding.
When: Monday, January 26
Where: Washington, D.C.

Deflategate 
Continues
What: The NFL has focused 
its search for the culprit 
on a Patriot’s locker room 
attendant. The Pats have 
declined involvement. 
When: Monday,
January 26
Where: Boston, Mass.

1 President Obama ended 
his trip to India early to 
pay his respects to de-

ceased Saudi Arabian King 
Abdullah. Obama spoke on the 
importance of human rights 
in India and Saudi Arabia.

2This week marks the 
70-year anniversary of 
the liberation of Nazi 

concentration camp Aus-
chwitz.  Ceremonies will be 
held to honor those lost.

3 Exonerations of US 
criminals hit an all time 
high in 2014. 125 cases 

were overturned, suggesting a 
shift in attitude from prosecu-
tors on wrongful convictions.

Women’s 
Basketball 
Falls to Calvin
By Nick Marsh

The team fell 73-60 to 
nationally ranked Calvin 
College. Despite a strong 
first half from the Hornets, 
the visiting team never gave 
up the lead.

Men’s 
Basketball 
Beats Adrian
By Spencer MacDonald

The team beat Adrian 46-
40, following a second half 
slump. The defense of the 
Hornets was strong.
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test in a couple of weeks 
when applying to graduate 
school for acting. “I would 
love to act professionally and 
eventually teach at a grad-
uate level,” said Gilmore.

Professor of Acting Lanny 
Potts said “this is a really 
big deal.”

Gilmore’s outstanding 
theatre success hasn’t been 
talked about all that much, 
and not everyone is okay 
with that. Raphael Wieland 

’18 would love to hear about 
K student’s success stories.

“Hearing about the merits 
of my peers would give me 
a sense of pride,” Wieland 
said. “It may even give me 
some ideas of interests to 
pursue. I would think that 

there would be a place for 
such prized honors to be 
displayed for the campus 
to see or a something on the 
Hornet Hive.”

The K community would 
like to support Gilmore, but 
they just didn’t know any-

thing about the scholarship. 
“If I received something 
that’s a ‘really big deal’ I’d 
want to share it with people 
on campus,” Wieland said.

Students may not find 
theatre a viable major or 
trade, but Gilmore gives 

credit to the field. 
“Public speaking, think-

ing creatively, and collabo-
ration are taken for granted 
today, but they are such es-
sential tools to being success-
ful,” Gilmore said. “Theatre 
teaches all of that and more.”

GILMORE FROM PAGE 1

Senior Out-Acts Others, Wins Scholarship 
FROM THE COVER

Associated Press
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English Department Hosts Annual Reading

Model UN Attends Montreal Conference

on the Lebanon Crisis of 1958 
and everything in between.

Dallas Pallone ‘17 repre-
sented an elected president in 
Senegal and enjoyed the ex-
perience since it relates to his 
academic growth.

“I was able to learn more 
about Senegal and other African 
nations, which is not something 
that happens enough in main-
stream education in the United 
States. Overall, McMUN was 
a great experience this year 
that pushed me to new levels 
of learning and cooperation,” 
said Pallone.

After the Friday and Satur-
day night committee meetings, 
there were various activities to 
enjoy. Pub Crawl, the annual 
event of going from bar to bar 
collecting free beer, happened 
on Friday and was a blast for 

MCMUN FROM PAGE 1

everyone who went. The next 
night was the McPartay, a larger 
dance and night out at one of 
the hottest clubs in Montreal. 

“State sovereignty drives 
college students crazy,” said 
Erica Vanneste ’17 of her MUN 
experience. 

Different colleges from the 
US and Canada attended this 
conference which lasted from 
Thursday until Sunday of this 

past week. Anyone interest-
ed in politics, debate, foreign 
affairs, is encouraged to join 
Model UN.

are encouraged.
Some faculty, who had in-

tended to share their work, 
were unable to attend and 
therefore had their work read 

for them by a colleague.
Shanna Salinas had her 

work read for her by Mozina. 
Diane Seuss, who helped to 
organize and publicize the 

event, was ill and had her 
poetry read for her by Gail 
Griffin, a former K College 
English professor, now retired. 
Griffin brought the event to 

a close with a reading of her 
own work.

These readings provide a 
brief glimpse into the work 
done by K’s English Depart-

ment faculty and alumni on 
their own time. An event like 
this that’s been going on for 
about 20 years now deserves 
a spot on our calendar.

READING FROM PAGE 1

These readings provide a brief glimpse into the work done by K’s English Department faculty and alumni on their own time.

A shimmering glass of rosé 
stuck out like a gem among 
a display of tomatoes in the 
produce section. A bearded, 
glasses-and-woodsy-but-
ton-down-wearing charac-
ter walked by, pushing his 
cart with one hand, carrying 
a tulip glass of porter in the 
other. Several aisles away, a 
man peered at the nutrition 
label on a package of rolled 
oats while sipping from a stout 
bottle of Lagunitas IPA.

Drinking while grocery 
shopping (‘drocery’ shopping 
is a tempting quip) is the norm 
at the Whole Foods Market in 
Lincoln Park Chicago, where 
you can purchase alcohol from 
one of three bars conveniently 
dispersed throughout the store. 

“I get one drink and meander 
through, and then by the time 
I check out I’m done,” the 
woman drinking rosé told me. 
After wandering the first level, 
I decided I might also need 
a drink to tackle the sheer 
amount of decision-making 
required when shopping at this 
monstrosity of a grocery store.

Within the 75,000 square-
foot, three-story market there 
are hundreds of thousands 
of products to choose from. 
Boxes of tea occupy an entire 
aisle, in addition to the loose 
leaf in the bulk section. There 
are well over fifty varieties 
of chocolate bars, including 
Sulpice’s Cake Batter White 
Chocolate and Lily’s Stevia 
Sweetened, to choose from. 
The deli makes over thir-
teen styles of sausage – from 
‘chicken chorizo’ (an intrigu-
ing oxymoron) to ‘Mediterra-
nean lamb.’

Opposite the main en-
trance, in the back of the 
store, a mini food court offers 

Whole 
Foods: A 
Display 
of Irony

katherine rapin
index staff writer

Green Dickinson / Index

Courtesy of Erin Bensinger

Read Katherine’s 
whole story at...
www.thekzooindex.com
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Angelina Jolie at the premier of her latest film: Unbroken.  Jolie did not receive an Oscar nomination for the film.

Photo By Eva Rinaaldi

The nominations are in, and 
everyone is talking about who 
will go home with the gold 
statuette after the biggest night 
in Hollywood. But the buzz 
isn’t only about what the stars 
will be wearing and who’ll be 
disappointed—it’s also about 
the stunning lack of diversity 
in this year’s nominees. 

Not a single actor of color 
was nominated in all four 
acting categories, and no 
female directors, screenwrit-
ers, or cinematographers have 
been recognized.

This may come as no sur-
prise to some. After all, ac-
cording to the Associat-
ed Press, members of the 
Academy are about 94% white 
and 77% male with a median 
age of 62. But after the pos-
itive, (although not perfect 
by any means) recognition of 
actors and directors of color 
in the 2014 Oscars, it’s still 
shocking and upsetting that 
this diversity could not be 
continued.

Did the Academy simply 

give up, shrugging their shoul-
ders while saying, “Well, we 
gave them Lupita Nyong’o 
and Steve McQueen last year, 
so that’s good enough?” 

The snubs are insane. Al-
though “Selma” was nom-
inated for Best Picture and 
Best Original Song, neither 
director Ava DuVernay or star 
David Oyelowo were nominat-
ed for awards. Although Ro-
samund Pike was nominated 
for her incredibly terrifying 
performance in “Gone Girl,” 
Gillian Flynn, author of the 
novel and who also wrote the 
screenplay, was overlooked.

Angelina Jolie’s epic “Un-
broken” will not be winning 
her a little gold statuette. 
But by all means, let’s allow 
Bradley Cooper to be in the 
running by playing a Muslim 
killing, fake baby holding U.S. 
army sniper.

What does this tell the 
modern movie-going audi-
ence? The Oscars are one 
of the biggest nights in Hol-
lywood: millions of Amer-
icans from all walks of life 
tune in every year. The face 
of America is changing, but 

our stories are not. 
In a “post-everything” 

society, we should be expect-
ing our media to reflect the 
changes around us. But what 
we’re given instead is the same 
formula: scruffy but lovable 
white man goes on the hero’s 
journey and perhaps finds love 
along the way.

What we say with these 
nominations is that these are 
the stories worth telling. 

There’s a common argument 
that because only white men 
are making films (or games or 
television shows or books), 
and they’re the ones who get 
the recognition. But that’s not 
what’s happening here. The 
lack of diversity isn’t because 
women and people of color 
aren’t making films, because 
that’s not true. The lack of di-
versity is due to the barriers 
women and people of color 
face in Hollywood. 

Steps need to be taken to 
correct this overwhelming 
whiteness, and celebrating a 
much more diverse group of 
films during the Hollywood’s 
biggest shindig would be a 
great start.

emaline lapinsky
index opinion writer

And the Oscar Goes to...

Gun enthusiasts look over handguns at a Houston-area gun show.

Everyone has their own 
opinion on whether guns 
should be more readily avail-
able to ensure the safety of 
people in instances such as 
school shootings. Or, for 
others, if they should be put 
under heavey lock and key to 
keep the guns out of the hands 
of the people who might do 
harm with them. These argu-
ments arose here at K after a 
group of students were held at 
gunpoint by a man on campus 
who stole their phones and 
was later caught.

If we apply the “we need 
more guns” thought process 
to this, it will not end well. It 
could have been a really terri-
ble confrontation and no one 
wants that.

If we apply the “guns kill 
people, people don’t kill 
people” logic, it probably 
wouldn’t have changed a 
thing. Guns find their way 
into the hands of the bad guys 
no matter how difficult you 
make it to find. In either case, 
this scary event would not 
have been any better.

From a broader view, let’s 
take something larger, such as 
the Aurora, Coloardo shoot-

ing. This tragic incident ended 
many innocent lives and left 
the country in a split over 
what should be done when it 
comes to gun control.

Many people claimed that 
this could have been avoided 
if any only someone in that 
theater had had a gun. They 
could have pulled it out and 
taken the gunman down before 
he caused as much damage 
and death as he did.

The other half of America 
believed that if there were 
stricter gun regulations, the 
guns that the shooter got hold 
of may not have been avail-
able or at least made it much 
more difficult to purchase.

Each solution has disadvan-
tages. Having another person 
with a gun in that theater 
would not have solved any-
thing. There is little chance 
that he or she would have been 
able to ready the weapon, fire 
without hitting any innocent 
people, and take the gunman 
down. Having a full-out fire-
fight in the middle of a small-
town theater does not sound 
like something anyone would 
want to have happen. 

The other side has equally 
little ground on this matter. 
Having stricter gun regula-
tions would have no guaran-

tee that it would have deterred 
him in any way. 

If I had to choose a side, 
I would go with the “more 
guns” side of things.

Now before everyone jumps 
on the “you heartless creature, 
think of the kids” bandwag-
on, let me explain.

It is almost impossible to 
correctly regulate guns to be 
100 percent effective against 
crazed gunmen. The guns will 
always fall into the bad guys’ 
hands, regardless of how reg-
ulated they are. There are 
markets and places where 
people can freely buy fire-
arms. This means that reg-
ulating them could possibly 
keep them away from people 
who can use them for good: 
such as ex-cops, former mil-
itary, or gun enthusiasts.

If there is a gunman shoot-
ing people down in the middle 
of a crowded street, I would 
much rather have less regulat-
ed guns control laws so that 
the possibility that a ‘good 
guy’ having a gun and neu-
tralizing them is significant-
ly more likely.

People who want to do harm 
will still do harm. Putting reg-
ulations on them may make it 
harder to get, but it won’t stop 
the shots from being fired.

sean bogue
index staff writer

Gun Regulations Won’t Stop 
the Shots From Being Fired

Recruiting Article Unfairly 
Portrayed Coaches, Team

Letter to the 
Editor

After reading the recent 
article about the football tours 
in the Index, we are upset and 
feel that it is necessary for us 
to express our opinions. 

As two students who have 
volunteered as tour guides nu-
merous times, we never once 
have felt uncomfortable or un-
qualified. Not once have we 
ever felt that we were chosen to 
create an image of the school 
based on our race or appear-
ance. We enjoy giving tours 
as a favor to our friends and as 
a favor to the school in hopes 
of enrolling future students. 

We feel as if the article was 
blown out of proportion and 
the football program, as well 
as the coaches, was displayed 
in a negative manner, and it 
saddens us to know our friends 
on the football team feel at-
tacked and are upset that their 

image is being affected.
We do not feel that the 

article was fair in making 
assumptions of diversity 
and looks when the football 
program chooses tour guides. 
The group of guides is less 
than ten girls, which is not 
even a notable fraction of the 
students on campus.

 As juniors, we have never 
felt unqualified providing these 
tours because of our experi-
ence on the campus. We are 
given a sheet that guides us 
through what buildings to go 
to, and the coaches make sure 
to tell us important facts or 
information that we should 
mention on the tour. If one 
of the tour guides did not feel 
qualified or felt uncomfort-
able, they could have easily 
declined.

In response to the quote 

questioning why the football 
program chooses female tour 
guides, we feel it is necessary 
for everyone to understand that 
Coach Van Nickert always 
uses the same joke, “I brought 
these girls here because they’re 
better looking than we are.” 
He does this to lighten the 
mood and make the recruits 
and their families laugh. We 
are always thanked by each 
football coach for guiding the 
tours, and by no means is their 
intention to use “pretty” girls 
to lure in recruits. 

We feel the school should 
support the football team 
and their recruiting process 
because, with the number of 
men on the team, it seems to 
be working.

Andriana Evangelista and Brigid 
Walkowski are K juniors.

I
www.thekzooindex.com

Want more 
K news?

Check us out 
online!
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I got aboard a plane at John 
F. Kennedy airport with my 
surprisingly under-fifty-pound 
suitcase stored in the luggage 
along with a large green pack 
that had seen me through 
LandSea on August 31st. To 
say I was scared would be an 
understatement. To say I was 
terrified would be an under-
statement, too. All I knew was 
that my French was barely 
enough to get me through lan-
guage classes at K, let alone 
studying, making friends, and 
living with a host family in 
Strasbourg, France.

Exactly five months later 
on January 31st, I will board 
a plane in Frankfurt, Germany 
with many dirty clothes accu-
mulated from traveling for a 
month straight, many souve-
nirs as well as many souve-
nirs (“memories” in French), 
and much more confidence. 
I’ll have visited eleven new 
countries, made seventeen 
new friends, and learned a 
new language. 

If I have learned one thing 

Mallika Mitra while traveling in Europe.

(Mallika Mitra / Index)

from study abroad it’s this: 
it’s okay to be uncomfort-
able. It’s actually good and 
helpful to be uncomfortable. 
This discomfort can come in 
many forms, but for me it’s 
included leaving a friend at 
a train station in France just 
weeks after we arrived, saying 
“la même chose” (“the same 

thing”) after my friends ordered 
food so I wouldn’t have to order 
in French, and getting com-
pletely and seemingly help-
lessly lost just three minutes 
away from my apartment. 

It’s come in the form of 
nearly walking in front of every 
passing car on the streets of 
London because I expected 

them to be in the opposite lane, 
trying to use franks where I 
should have used euros, and 
pounds where I should have 
used korunas, and making con-
versations with Australians in 
Switzerland who were on their 
way to New York. 

I found discomfort in trying 
to navigate the farmland of 

Belgium, and the busy streets 
of Madrid and Barcelona. Dis-
comfort was on the subways 
in Paris, under the tents of Ok-
toberfest in Munich, along the 
Berlin Wall, and across the 
bridges of Amsterdam. 

Discomfort began to feel 
constant, and I stopped minding 
it. 

I began to feel accomplished 
after navigating difficult situa-
tions, and courage when facing 
them. So when I fly back to 
the United States and begin to 
feel more and more comfort-
able with each longitude line I 
cross, I will miss the discom-
fort and the lessons it taught 
me while abroad. 

An Uncomfortable Experience in France

mallika mitra
contributing writer

Paul Tshele ‘15, a degree 
seeking international student 
from Zimbabwe was looking 
for a college beyond one just 
for pure academics to attain 
his quest for education. He 
pictured a college where 
students from different cul-
tures would come together 
to acquire knowledge and 
develop wholly culturally. 
He finally thought Kalama-
zoo College was the right en-
vironment for him to pursue 
his degree. 

Tshele, a Political Science 
major at Kalamazoo College, 
knew the college through 
his professors at Kalamazoo 
Valley Community College 
(KVCC) where he studied his 
Associate of Arts Degree in 
Political Science. He decided 
to transfer to Kalamazoo 
College in pursuit of his major.

Kalamazoo College admits 
degree international students 
from different countries. Ac-
cording to Eric Staab, Dean of 
Admission and Financial Aid, 
higher number of applicants 
are from China, South Korea, 
Vietnam, Jamaica and Thai-

land. He also noted that the 
number of degree seeking in-
ternational students has been 
increasing gradually from 
2006. 

Besides degree seeking, 
Kalamazoo College also re-
ceives visiting internation-
al students on a yearly basis. 
Kalamazoo College seeks 
for students who are in their 
2nd or 3rd year of a 4-year 
program with a “B” or 3.0 
average GPA on a 4.0 scale 
to participate in the Universi-
ty Partner Exchange Program 
(UPEP). English language 
proficiency tests are always 
done to ensure that all visit-
ing students can communi-
cate in English. The visiting 
international students’ under-
standing of the liberal arts is 
also important to enable them 
know what to expect once in 
Kalamazoo College.

 All visiting international 
students are required to live 
in the dormitories and eat 
in the cafeteria on campus. 
According to Margaret Wie-
denhoeft, transition to the 
American food is the most 
challenging part to most in-
ternational students. This has 
been the greatest challenge 
for most of the visiting stu-
dents. The International stu-
dents must also meet the re-

quirement of being unmarried 
and younger than 25 years of 
age. Joe noted that this was a 
criteria used to select them.

Having worked for the 
Centre of International Pro-
grams for 36 years, Joe Brock-
ington, thinks it is the best 
idea for students to also come 
in from other countries, not 
Americans going out from 
the country. He thinks having 
it two-way is a way of facil-
itating cultural interchange 
and cultural learning. “We 
want to make our universities, 
our courses, our faculties, our 
students more international-
ized.” said Joe Brockington. 
“And to do that we need in-
ternational students.”

According to Joe Brock-
ington, the budget is the main 
limiting factor when running 
the international students 
program. It has limited the 
participation of visiting in-
ternational students to twenty 
seven students. Kalamazoo 
College can only accommo-
date few people on campus 
taking into consideration of its 
size. Most countries that are 
selected to participate depend 
on the ease of countries to 
form relationships/partner-
ships, programs that Kalam-
azoo College has to offer. 
Being a Liberal Arts College, 

Kalamazoo College can only 
select students who have the 
‘K spirit.’ This in turn limits 
the number of participants in 
this program.  

Financial needs and the in-
ability to travel and explore is 
a great challenge to most visit-
ing students. Though students 
might be willing to travel, 
their financial status cannot 
allow. Visiting international 
students have limitations on 
the number of hours to work 
(20 hours per week) and this 
cannot sustain them fully to 
meet their desires of exploring 
taking into account that they 
are at K College for a year.

Margaret Wiedenhoeft, As-
sociate Director of the CIP, 
said the degree seeking in-
ternational students’ greatest 
challenge is getting VISAs 
again to get back into the U.S. 
after visiting their families. 
This has made most of them 
visit their families once in four 
years or even finish their four 
years and graduate without 
visiting them. The structure 
and intensity of the educa-
tion system at K College is a 
factor that has made most vis-
iting students to readjust them-
selves and fit into it since they 
have limitations on number 
of credits to take with little 
flexibility. Visiting students 

have an added responsibili-
ty of being a teaching assis-
tant (TA) for their respective 
native language which they 
get paid for the number of 
hours they teach.

“This program is tremen-
dously helpful in the lan-
guage department for TAs 
to be native speakers,” said 
Margaret Wiedenhoeft.

Visiting international stu-
dents are also required to have 
an interest in taking courses 
in the liberal arts curriculum, 
which means they should be 
prepared to engage in course-
work from a variety of aca-
demic disciplines along with 
some courses in their major. 
Though Kalamazoo College 
has study abroad programs 
for its students, not all stu-
dents are able to go abroad.

According to Margaret Wie-
denhoeft, the goal of interna-
tional students program is for 
Kalamazoo College to learn 
the cultural aspect of visiting 
students to complement what 
they are learning. “People that 
come from around the world 
have different world views, 
different ways of looking at 
things,” said Margaret Wie-
denhoeft.

Joe Brockington noted that 
having visiting international 
students at Kalamazoo College 

is like bringing a little part of 
the world into the campus. 
This enables students who 
have not gone abroad to ex-
perience different cultures 
while in school.

"I really wanted to study 
abroad, possibly in the United 
States,” said Keabonye Mobe 
’16, a 2014 participant in the 
visiting international program 
from Botswana. Keabonye, 
is part of a group of students 
studying with the program 
for one year. “As it is one of 
the most economically pow-
erful countries in the world, 
the U.S. is something I knew I 
needed to know more about,” 
she added. But Keabonye feels 
frustrated that she has to be 
one year behind when she gets 
back home after the program. 
She feels the college is not 
flexible enough to let interna-
tional students select classes 
that can be transferrable since 
she did not find her major here.

“We're serving the entire 
Kalamazoo College commu-
nity—not just visiting stu-
dents,” said Joe Brockington. 
“We're bringing more inter-
national perspectives to this 
college and we're serving as a 
resource for students already 
here on campus. It's a great 
opportunity for American and 
international students alike.”

The Truth About International Students at K
elizabeth wanjala
contributing writer
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Traveling to a place 
with a foreign language 

can be intimidating, 
but the experience is 

powerful and nurturing



To say that 2014 graduate 
Mark Ghafari led a storied bas-
ketball career at Kalamazoo 
College would be an under-
statement. The 1,444 points 
scored in his four seasons 
with the Hornets along with 
the two-time All-MIAA se-
lections, the 13 academ-
ic achievement merits, and 
a preseason All-American 
award speak for themselves.

But none of these accolades, 
records, or spectacular perfor-
mances can compare to Gha-
fari’s recent entrance into the 
world of professional basket-
ball, cementing him amongst 
the two percent of NCAA ath-
letes fortunate enough to play 
their sport for a living. In the 
spring of 2014, Ghafari signed 
a three-year contract to play 
for Al Riyadi Basketball Club 
based in his parent’s home 
country of Lebanon after being 
spotted by an agent during his 
senior season at K.

“It’s every young athlete’s 
dream to play sports profes-
sionally,” said Ghafari. “I 
had been to Lebanon almost 
every other summer when I 
was growing up and watched 
some of the professional teams 
play. I knew that I would have 
an opportunity to play there 
based on what I saw.”

While his grandparents and 
several other family members 
living in Lebanon aided Gha-
fari’s transition into the new 
culture, he admitted that the 
move was not as easy as he 
would have hoped. Apart from 
the language barrier and cul-
tural differences, Ghafari was 
suddenly ostracized from most 
of the people in his life along 
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spencer macdonald
sports editor
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Mark Ghafari ‘14 completes a layup during a game for Kalamazoo College last winter.

Want the Latest K 
Sports Updates?

Then Follow @
IndexSports today!

with his home in Michigan.
“It was a really, really big 

adjustment for me,” said 
Ghafari.  “Most of my family 
is back home in America, most 
of my friends are back home 
in America, my girlfriend is 
back home in America so it 
was tough on a personal level 
to say goodbye to all of them, 
and it still is tough.”

An equally imposing, but 
exciting transition awaited 
Ghafari on the basketball 
court. He was suddenly tossed 
into an arena packed with 
fans and playing with and 
against players with greater 
skills and pedigree than his 
former NCAA Division III 
opponents. Ghafari’s team 
alone, Al Riyadi, is filled with 
NBA-caliber talent.

The team’s center, Loren 
Woods, played six seasons 
in the NBA while one of the 
team’s recent acquisition, 
Brian Cook, played with Kobe 
Bryant and Shaquille O’Neil 
on the Los Angeles Lakers 
as a part of his 12-year NBA 
career. Ghafari has also had 
the opportunity to be men-
tored by fellow Al Riyadi 
Point Guard Ali Mahmoud, 
who is the starter for the Leb-
anese National Team and is 
considered as one of the coun-
try’s all-time greats.

“The higher level of com-
petition helps me but it also 
hurts me,” said Ghafari. “You 
have to adjust to play against 
them but at the same time you 
get to play at a much higher 
level of players so they make 

me a better player while I’m 
on the court.”

Despite these challeng-
es, Ghafari has been able to 
make an immediate impact 
on the team and provided 
depth off the bench early in 
the season when Mahmoud 
suffered an injury. During 
this time, Ghafari saw nearly 
20 minutes a game where 
he averaged around seven 
points, three rebounds, and 
three assists. Even though 
Mahmoud has now returned 
to the lineup and Ghafari sees 
fewer minutes, his work ethic 
and contributions remain un-
changed.

“Playing with him is an 
unreal feeling,” said younger 
brother and current Kalam-
azoo College senior Carl 

Ghafari. “First of all, he’s 
obviously an amazing player 
and the connection we had on 
the court was like no other. He 
is a workhorse and if he wants 
something, he will go and get 
it. That’s just who he is.”

While Ghafari original-
ly planned to play out his 
three-year contract in Lebanon 
and then enter the profes-
sional world as a financial 
analyst, the lure of making a 
career out of basketball has 
been stronger than he had 
anticipated. Although it is a 
tempting opportunity, Ghafari 
remains focused on preparing 
his options for returning to 
the US after his stint with Al 
Riyadi is over, even though 
he admits that anything could 
happen.

“I’m just preparing myself 
for life after basketball,” said 
Ghafari with a smile. “As of 
now, I have my three-year con-
tract so I’m going to see how 
that goes and where ever life 
takes me after that, we will 
just play it by ear.”

But the younger of the 
Ghafari brothers has a much 
different take on his older 
brother’s future plans.

“He wants to do this for 
five to ten years,” said Carl 
Ghafari. “This is his dream. 
He loves basketball and that’s 
why I’m so happy for him. It 
reminds me of when we were 
little kids and I would tell 
him he was going to make it 
to the NBA. Now to see him 
become a professional basket-
ball player has been amazing.”

Ghafari Lives his Dream

After squandering a 
13-point lead early in the 
second half, the Kalama-
zoo College Men’s Basket-
ball team (7-9, 2-3 MIAA) 
came roaring back in the last 
minute to defeat the Adrian 
Bulldogs at Anderson Ath-
letic Center by a score of 
46-40. The Hornets were 
carried late in the game by 

the play of senior captain 
Adam Peters, who scored 
five of his eight points in 
the final minute and stuffed 
the stat sheet with an addi-
tional five rebounds, two 
assists, and two steals. Jake 
Whitney also was a spark for 
the Hornets off the bench, 
scoring nine points on an 
efficient 4-6 shooting per-
formance. It was Peters, 
however, who stole the show 
for Kalamazoo.

“Adam Peters is our 
guy,” said Head Coach 
Eric Dougal after the 
game. “That’s what your 
best player is supposed to 
do. In the guts of the game 
he wants the ball, he gets 
it, he finishes, and he ends 

the game.”
Despite only shooting 33 

percent from the field and 
a feeble 22 percent from 
three-point land, the Hornets 
were able to keep the Bull-
dogs at bay with a great de-
fensive showing, holding 
Adrian to only 27 percent 
shooting.

“As I told the guys in 
the locker room, we’re not 
pretty,” said Dougal. “But 
we don’t need to be pretty 
to win basketball games. 
It’s all about who wants it 
more and tonight we had the 
heart to get it done”.

The Hornets return to 
action on Saturday at 1pm 
as they take on the Dutch-
men of Hope at home.

Kalamazoo Rebounds to Defeat Adrian 46-40

spencer macdonald
sports editor

The Men’s Basketball 
team defeated Adrian 
46-40 after struggling 

early in the game’s 
second half
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First Year 
Finds 
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ENVIRONMENT
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Hannah Kline, 
volleyball player, 

steps up to the new 
challenges of college
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KCCAN Begins 
Campaign

STUDENT LIFE

The Fossil Fuel 
Di/ReInvestment 

Movement kicks off 
with a series of events

The Kalamazoo College 
Fossil Fuel Di/ReInvestment 
Movement is a campaign of the 
Kalama-zoo College Climate 
Action Network (KCCAN). 
This student-organized move-
ment to shift the College’s en-
dowment investments out of 
fossil fuel extractive industries 
and into renewable en-ergy will 
be hosting a series of events 
this weekend.

The events coincide with 
Global Divestment Day, which 
will play host to hundreds of 
demon-strations, rallies, sit-
ins, and marches around the 
world from Friday to Saturday.

 On Friday, Feb. 13 during 
Common Time, students, 
faculty and staff are invited 
to attend a workshop discus-
sion in the Arcus Center. This 
workshop will focus on the 
many facets of cli-mate change 
and how the campus can make 
a difference in the fight for 

climate justice.
On Saturday, Feb. 14, K 

students will join members 
of the Kalamazoo communi-
ty in a march. The purpose of 
the march is to demand fossil 
fuel divestment from the city’s 
banks and busi-nesses. It will 
end in a photo action on the 
shore of Kalamazoo River.

The Di/ReInvestment Cam-
paign is about holding Kalam-
azoo College accountable for 
its mission statement and the 
President’s Campus Climate 
Commitment. Students in-
volved in this campaign believe 
it is wrong to destroy our envi-
ronment, and even more repre-
hensible to profit off of this de-
struction. If you are a member 
of the K College community 
and wish to become involved, 
the next KCCAN meeting is 
this Thursday, Feb. 12 at 6 
p.m. in the Hicks Leadership 
Suite. The meeting will be ded-
icated to making banners for 
the Saturday march. Perhaps 
most importantly, on Tuesday 
of 7th week from 11:30 a.m 
to 12:30 p.m., there will be 
an investment forum hosted 
by K administrators, where 
students can attend and show 
their support for the Di/ReIn-
vestment Campaign.

shannon haupt
contributing writer

Plans for Natatorium

After 46 years, the Cam-
paign for Kalamazoo College 
has decided that it is time to 
move on from the current na-
tatorium to a brand new state-
of-the-art facility. Many say 
that it’s about time.

“The current facility is lit-
erally crumbling beneath us,” 
says swim coach Kathy Mil-
liken. “We’ve been asking 
for a new one for quite some 
time.” She is being complete-
ly serious when she says the 
current natatorium is falling 
apart. Coach Milliken and her 

players have observed that 
Facilities Management is in 
the natatorium at least once 
a week managing one of the 
many constant problems.

One of the primary prob-
lems with the natatorium has 
to do with the extreme level of 
chloramines. Chloramines are 
chemicals often found in pools 
with poor filtration systems. A 
large level of chloramines can 
be detrimental to swimmers 
because it can cause airways 
to constrict and lead to strug-
gles with breathing. “It causes 
health issues, sometimes we 
literally can’t breathe,” says 
senior captain Cam Wasko’15. 
Often times swimmers have 

to step outside in the middle 
of practice or a meet to get 
some fresh air and clear up 
their breathing.

When the current facilities 
are a thing of the past, many 
members of the swim com-
munity feel that with a new 
natatorium will come further 
success. Cam Wasko’15 says 
“We have everything; academ-
ics, coach and team. All we 
need is the right facility.” A 
new natatorium would provide 
the team with better practic-
es, better event turnout, and 
better recruiting.

The College has announced 

nick marsh
index staff writer 

The Reality of 
Snow Days

Students at K love a good 
and unexpected snow day, 
and never think of the pro-
fessors’ perspectives on the 
day off. Professor of Japanese 
Language and Literature, Dr. 
Roselee Bundy and Profes-
sor of Chemistry, Dr. Jeffery 
Bartz, both believe that snow 
days are a good thing, but it 
can set things back with the 
quarter system. 

“Having several [snow 
days] in a term can really 
affect the schedule. Three 
snow days is like a week of 
class for a three day a week 
class,” Bundy said. 

When students get that es-
teemed phone call cancelling 
classes; it’s a huge relief. Stu-
dents never really associate a 
snow day with work or stress, 
but Dr. Bundy shares that it 

CAMPUS

could be potentially stressful 
for a professor, especially with 
shoveling the loads of snow 
which is something most K 
students don’t have to worry 
about on campus. 

“If it is really important to 
cover [a certain amount of] 
material by the end of the 
term, I cut a movie out of one 
of my classes because of this 
last snow day in order to fit 
other things in. So snow days 
aren’t always a good thing,” 
Bundy said.

Dr. Bundy finds herself 
shoveling snow, catching up 
on work, or writing things like 
quizzes or recommendations. 

“Doesn’t really qualify for 
fun, but it is nice to catch up. 
If I had nothing else to do—
never happens—I would go 
snow shoeing!” Bundy said.

On snow days, the campus 
closes except for necessary 
staff like the employees in 
Facilities Management and 
Dining Services.

“I think we should remem-
ber food service people and 

janelle grant
index staff writer

CCPD Makes Changes to Programs
CCPD increases 

stipends, shifts release 
dates to later in 
Winter Quarter

Sophomore Alyse Guenther sits at the microphone during her internship with Michigan Radio.

CHANGES on page 2

Although Kalamazoo’s 
harsh Winter weather can 
make warmer months feel 
far away, staff members at the 

Center for Career and Profes-
sional Development (CCPD) 
are hard at work planning for 
the upcoming Summer intern-
ship and externship oppor-
tunities which are regularly 
being added to the CCPD’s 
“K-Connect” database. 

One of the most import-
ant of these changes is the 
reallocation of money to the 
Field Experience Program. 
In the past, any student with 

an unpaid internship has been 
able to apply for a stipend 
through this program. These 
stipends were granted on a 
sliding scale based on finan-
cial need, with a maximum 
award of $2,400. 

This year, however, the 
CCPD will be offering larger, 
$3,000 stipends for a select 
number of internship pro-
grams that have been prede-
termined by the department. 

According to CCPD Director 
Joan Hawxhurst, this change 
comes as a response to in-
creased student need. 

“Last year, we had more stu-
dents than ever before being 
offered stipends but declining 
them because even $2,400 was 
not enough to live on for six 
weeks in the summer,” Hawx-
hurst said. “We did some 
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SNOW DAY on page 3

During the final months of 
her senior year of high school, 
Hannah Kline ‘18 decided to 
play volleyball at Kalamazoo 
College. 

Kline arrived on campus with 
the intention of being pre-med, 
but after taking Evolution and 
Genetics she realized that she 
didn’t enjoy science as much 
as she did in high school.

“College academics are defi-
nitely a step up from high school; 
there is no easy A,” said Kline. 
“Part of the reason why Ka-
lamazoo College is so great is 
that it allows people to have 
time to grow and to figure out 
their strengths and weakness-
es, which can then be used to 
set goals and a plan to achieve 
them. It is important to take ad-
vantage of these opportunities, 
especially as a first year.” 

 NATATORIUM on page 6
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benchmarking and found that, 
when we look at other schools 
like K, the lowest stipends that 
they offered were $3,000.”

When determining which 
internships should come 
with stipends, CCPD staff 

members considered the pro-
grams’ past histories with Ka-
lamazoo College. 

“Many of the opportunities 
are built off of relationships 
over time. It’s important to 
maintain those relationships,” 
Hawxhurst said.

Hawxhurst noted that she 
has received some concerns 

about how students were in-
formed—or not informed—
about this change. She re-
sponded by stating that the 
CCPD has “shared this infor-
mation over the course of the 
last six months,” with infor-
mation being sent to faculty 
and released on the CCPD 
website in October. 

The Discovery Externship 
Program, which offers stu-
dents hands-on job shadow-
ing experience with K alumni, 
has also seen changes for the 
upcoming summer, with daily 
stipends being raised to $15 
per day— a $5 increase from 
last year. These externship op-
portunities were released on 

the K-Connect database on 
Monday of 6th Week, later 
than in the past. 

Although this change of 
release date gives both stu-
dents and CCPD staff more 
time to prepare for extern-
ship applications, some stu-
dents have been frustrated by 
the change. 

“The fact that externship op-
portunities were released so 
late this year made it harder 
to know whether or not to 
apply for other internships 
and summer opportunities, 
because I couldn’t compare 
other options to externship 
programs,” said Savannah 
Kinchen ‘18.
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New Yorkers ski through Prospect Park on Monday, January 26th, in preparation for Winter Storm Juno.

on the web The News in Brief THREE THINGS 
YOU SHOULD 
KNOW TODAY

American 
Hostage Dies
What: Kayla Mueller, an 
American aid worker, 
has been confirmed dead.  
Mueller was a hostage of 
ISIS in Syria.
When: Tuesday, 
February 10
Where: Raqqa, Syria

Measles 
Outbreak
What: The outbreak that 
began at Disneyland has 
infected 102 people nation-
wide, sparking a national  
on vaccination. 
When: Monday,
February 9
Where: Los Angeles, CA
 

The 2015 
Grammys
What: Sam Smith, 
Beyonce, and Beck win 
big, while Kanye pulled a 
Kanye-igniting an internet 
firestorm.  
When: Sunday, 
February 8
Where: Los Angeles, CA

United States 
Supreme Court
What: Comments made by 
Justice Clarence Thomas 
implied that the high Court 
will rule in favor of marriage 
equality this spring.
When: Monday,
February 9
Where: Washington, D.C.

U.S. Embassy 
Set to Close
What: The United States 
will close their embassy in 
Yemen, extracting all staff 
by Wednesday as rebel 
groups enter the capital.
When: Tuesday,
February 10
Where: Sanaa, Yemen

Winter Storm 
Marcus
What: As another major 
winter storm hits the East 
Coast, Massachusetts 
declares a state of 
emergency.
When: Monday,
February 9
Where: Boston, MA

1 Several prominent law-
makers have announced 
they will not attend 

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyau’s address to 
a joint session of Congress 
next month.

2NBC anchor Brian Wil-
liams admitted to “mis-
remembering” details 

of stories regarding Hurri-
cane Katrina, and the Iraq 
War.  He is currently on leave 
from his job as the anchor of 
NBC’s Nightly News.

3Niger has announced 
that they will send 
troops to Nigeria to 

fight against violent group 
Boko Haram.  The group has 
made numerous attacks in 
the region.

Studying 
in London, 
England
By Katie Schmitz

Schmitz reflects on her time 
abroad in and the subtle 
cultural differences.
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Icy Road
Conditions 
Cause Crash
By Nick Marsh 
And Dave Smith

A six-car pile-up occurred 
on Academy Street on 
Sunday night.  No injuries 
have been reported.

THE WIRE



11 FEBRUARY 2015 Features PAGE 3

Professors Deal with Abundace of Snow Days

One Student’s Trek on the Appalachian Trail

Emily Sklar ’15 could 
be found hiking the Appa-
lachian Trail (AT) for 144 
days, from March 24, 2014 
until Aug. 15. Her close 
friend and Kalamazoo 
College alumna, Margaux 
Reckard ‘13, accompanied 
Sklar.

Sklar used these experi-
ences on the AT in her Senior 
Individualized Project (SIP). 
The inspiration came to her 
because she sought to boil 
all of the aspects of Kalama-
zoo College she enjoys most. 
“I wanted to do something 
that I felt incorporated all 
the aspects of Kalamazoo 
College that are really im-
portant to me,” said Sklar.

Land Sea had largely 
fueled her outdoor passion. 
“I saw that I cared about my 
biology classes a lot more 
when I went on a hike after 
and saw things, and it so-
lidified what I learned in 
class,” Sklar said.

Through the journey Sklar 
recalls several ways to help 
ease the difficulty. Snacks, 
or “trail magic,” were often 
set near the trail by Trail 
Angels. Regular trips into 
town to grab supplies oc-
curred weekly throughout 
the trip. Supplies in the be-
ginning initially consist-
ed of healthy hiker food 
but quickly transitioned to 
Pop Tarts, Snickers, ramen 
noodles, and an occasional 
bagel or beer if they were 
lucky.

“It’s really hard to choose 
between my three meals 
which were Pop Tarts, Snick-
ers, and ramen noodles,” 
said Sklar. “My favorite 
trail snack was definitely a 
bagel or beer.”

These high calorie snacks 

helped fuel her through the 
trail’s 2185.3 miles. The AT 
slips into 14 different states 
on the East Coast, from the 
mountains and coasts of 
Maine down to the plateaus 
in Georgia. And Sklar hiked 
through each one of them.

Not only did Sklar gain 
the material for a SIP, she 
said she felt like she grew 
up and learned more about 
commitment and trust.

“I think for every time 
that you spend five months 
doing something, you grow 
up. Every five months is in-
credibly impactful. It’s a 
commitment. There were 
plenty of times when I just 

wanted to quit and I just kept 
pushing through and I’m so 
glad that I did,” said Sklar.

Despite the struggles, 
she remained optimistic. 
Her experiences led her to 
believe that all people are 
good. There were no sin-
gular challenge that initiat-
ed her lessons, but several 
that later culminated in her 
understanding.

During the journey, Sklar 
and Reckard met several 
dozen people, and a few of 
them became a community 
that hiked together. In fact, 
the AT was first proposed in 
1921 by Benton MacKaye, 
and he envisioned to create 

multiple small communi-
ties that supported his so-
cialist ideas.

“I can not put a number 
[on the amount of people] … 
some of them stuck around, 
some of them didn’t,” said 
Sklar. “Captain, Breakfast, 
and Bones were with us most 
of the trail.”

Along with meeting these 
characters and trekking 
through diverse terrains, 
Sklar said her most memo-
rable experience on the trail 
was the final 5 miles.

“We all got up, there were 
a dozen hikers staying at 
the campground, and we 
all got up before sunrise,” 

said Sklar. “It was a beauti-
ful moment, hiking with so 
many people, it was so won-
derful to share that moment.” 

Sklar stresses the impor-
tance of experiencing the 
world around us through the 
accessibility of the AT. “The 
trail is so accessible. If you 
love hiking, if you love being 
outside, and if you have the 
time to do it, chances are 
that you can pace yourself 
in a way that you can do it,” 
said Sklar. “There’s some-
thing to be gained for having 
some sort of wilderness ex-
perience, for everyone, and 
they’re all going to do that 
differently.” 

SNOW DAY FROM PAGE 1

Courtesy of Emily Sklar

Facilities Management people 
who have to come to work re-
gardless.” Bundy said.

Dr. Bartz declared that for 

trisha dunham
features editor

“Volleyball would practice 
two hours a day during the week 
and then we would have Satur-
day tournaments. Away games 
during the week were especial-
ly hard. There were a few times 
when the team wouldn’t get back 
to campus until 11 p.m. and then 
I would still have homework to 
do,” said Kline.

To manage academics and 
sports, Kline kept a daily routine 
that she forced herself to stick 
to. “It was hard to juggle both 
academics and the team, espe-
cially in the Fall of first-year, but 
it was most definitely worth it.” 

The team finished with 6th 
place in the Michigan Inter-
collegiate Athletic Association. 

“The social lives of the ath-
letes and non-athletes are seg-
regated,” said Kline. “We’re 
like one big happy family and 
I couldn’t imagine life here 
without them.” 

Kline 
Balances 
Duties

KLINE FROM PAGE 1

this term we will be behind, 
“Losing a day to weather 
mucks things up,” Bartz said. 

Dr. Bartz’s classroom runs 
on a flipped lecture which re-
quires students to do online 
work outside of class, and he 

still expects students to com-
plete their work even if class 
does not meet. 

Enjoying snow days is a 
definite perk of going to school 
in Western Michigan, and it 
allows students to do other 

work or catch up on extra 
sleep. 

Dr. Bartz concludes that 
“even professors like snow 
days.” It’s something that is 
inevitable and while profes-
sors may end up having to 

catch up on work or shovel 
their driveways, they chose 
to make the best of it. 

“Unless we build a campus 
in Arizona for Winter Quarter 
classes, snow days will be 
with us,” Bartz said.

Senior Emily Sklar 
spent the spring 
of her junior year 
hiking along the 

Appalachian Trail for 
her SIP

Emily Sklar standing at the summit of Mount Katahdin,  the highest mountain in Maine at 5,270 feet.
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Brian Williams (pictured) is embroiled in a controversy regarding stories he told of his time in Iraq in 2003
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“I swear to tell the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth, so help me God.” 
While that is the oath people 
take before taking the stand at 
a trial, journalists take a very 
similar one when they decide 
to write.

As journalists, we are the 
public’s eyes and ears and 
our one loyalty lies to them. 
They, in a way, are vulnera-
ble to us because we are their 
main source of information 
on their government, scan-
dals, and unfair practices. In 
order for us to properly report, 
we have to have faith that the 
public will believe us.

As Walter Lippmann, a 
famous American reporter 
and writer said,“There can be 
no higher law in journalism 
than to tell the truth”

However, when trust in jour-
nalists is lost by even one re-
porter, the entire concept of 

journalistic integrity is weak-
ened. According to a Gallup 
poll conducted in 2012, 60 
percent of people do not trust 
the mainstream media.   

The reason people don’t 
trust journalists lies in inci-
dents like the one Brian Wil-
liams, the face of NBC news, 
finds himself in recently.

Williams has concocted a 
story about how he was in 
a helicopter that was shot 
down in Iraq. He has recent-
ly come out apologizing for 
his fabrications, saying that 
he “made a mistake”, and has 
taken himself off the air while 
the company investigates his 
story.

While his apology barely 
sounded like a damage control 
speech written by his PR 
office, it was  not at all ef-
fective.

As soon as a journalist loses 
a bit of integrity, even if it’s 
just from one mischecked fact, 
their trustworthiness goes out 
the window. 

The public can’t be expect-
ed to sit down and listen to 
news from a man who has 
been making up stories, or at 
least those that we know of, 
for the past three years. 

Everything he has ever done, 
all of the great and ethical re-
porting, will be questioned. If 
he comes back onto the air, 
no one will be able to believe 
without a doubt that what he 
is saying is truthful.

Everyone should be able to 
make mistakes, but for jour-
nalists, these mistakes can’t be 
in their work. We can “forgive 
and forget” for as long as we 
want but until we hold jour-
nalists, even the famous ones 
on TV, accountable to any and 
every mistake, there can be no 
firm trust in any journalist.

If Brian Williams comes 
back to NBC, it will be a hor-
rible mistake. Not only will he 
be disregarded as a real jour-
nalist, it will make people chal-
lenge the integrity of honest 
journalists everywhere.

emily pizza
opinions editor

The Stakes of Journalistic Integrity

Game enthusiasts play EA Sports’ Fifa 2015 at the E3 gaming convention

Does gaming have a pos-
itive effect on you? Does it 
promote healthy habits , give 
you lessons unattainable in 
the “real world”, and help you 
make tough ethical choices? 
Recent studies done by psy-
chology and social work pro-
fessors point towards a bright-
er future for gamers. 

These studies showed that 
gamers have less violent ten-
dencies, better moral values, 
the possibility of faster re-
flexes and decision making, 
and even live healthier than 
non-gamers. 

This is good news for me, 
since I myself am an active 
gamer. Take me as a test 
subject: I play video games 
for maybe 3 to 4 hours a day 
on weekdays and 6 on week-
ends. From first person shoot-
ers to role-playing to massive 
online battle arena games, I 
cover most of the basics of 

gaming as well. 
For starters, I have mixed 

feelings on whether their ar-
gument that gamers are less 
violent. I can admit that I 
rage a lot when I play video 
games. But besides gaming, 
I am usually very calm and 
never lash out. I feel like taking 
any anger I may have out on 
a video games leaves me less 
likely to be mad or violent in 
the outside world.

The concept that gamers 
have better moral values is 
personally a tricky one seeing 
as I have never been put in a 
moral situation. I don’t steal, 
if that’s what they’re asking. 
But a decision like choosing 
to save someone or not in a 
video game has always been 
the former for me. If I am ever 
put in a real life situation like 
that, I feel like gaming has 
taught me well enough to help 
out someone in danger, even 
if I can’t dodge bullets. 

As for every day life, I feel 
like some of the things I’ve 

picked up from video games 
are helpful, such as coordina-
tion from Dance Dance Revo-
lution and reflexes from Resi-
dent Evil 4. Having less than a 
second to react to something 
100 or 200 times in a game can 
help with tasks such as catching 
a ball or stepping out of the way 
of that wall of water splashed 
up from a speeding car. 

However, I thoroughly 
dispute that playing video 
games helps you have a health-
ier lifestyle. I don’t think I have 
ever felt tired after playing 
a video game the way I do 
running around the block. 
Unless you’re playing on the 
treadmill, you are not going 
to get the same results playing 
video games as you would 
playing a sport.

This study is very interesting 
and sheds some light on aspects 
of gaming I never thought of. I 
can now feel proud for racking 
up 30 hours a week of gaming 
and help erase the stigma that 
gaming is a waste of time.

sean bogue
index staff writer

Why Gaming is 
Advantageous For You

A Letter From Head 
Football Coach Jaime Zorbo

As an alumnus and head 
football coach of Kalamazoo 
College, I am writing to express 
my deep apologies regarding 
recruiting practices of the foot-
ball program presented in a 
recent Index article.  

I understand now that the 
tour guide portion of our Sat-
urday recruiting visitations was 
an exclusive practice and of-
fended numerous colleagues, 
alumnae/alumni, friends of 

the college and many students 
on campus and for that I am 
deeply sorry.  

Immediately following the 
Saturday, January 10th vis-
itation, we changed the tour 
portion of our program and 
are using college-trained tour 
guides for all tours moving 
forward.  My intention has and 
always will be to represent the 
college with class, dignity and 
the highest integrity.  

This event has allowed me 
and the entire football staff 
to look at all practices of our 
program through different 
lenses and we will continue to 
educate ourselves and our entire 
team to ensure that a mistake 
like this is never made again.

Jaime Zorbo is the Head Football 
Coach.  A letter by Director of 
Athletics Kristen Smith on the 
same topic may be found at 
www.thekzooindex.com

Letter to 
the Editor

Jaime 
Zorbo

Dancing sharks aside, my 
favorite part of this year’s 
Super Bowl was definitely 
the ads. Always delightful 
to watch, the Super Bowl 
ads have become famous 
for their humor and irrever-
ence. However, this year’s 
180 served viewers a healthy 
dose of messages regarding 
equality, femininity, and mas-
culinity.

Many Super Bowl ads have 
condescended to their female 
viewers in the past. Women 

are familiar with the “shrink 
it and pink it” method of 
selling products, and com-
panies such as GoDaddy.
com and Carl’s Jr. have re-
sorted to blatant female ob-
jectification to advertise their 
products.

But through social media 
campaigns like #NotBuyingIt 
run by organizations like The 
Representation Project and 
the 3 Percent Conference, 
male and female viewers of 
the Super Bowl and the ads 
run during the game are able 
to voice their opinion about 
what they’re watching.

Advertisers this year have 
taken notice as politically 
aware advertisements dom-
inated the air waves. 

Celebrities like Mindy 
Kaling, who advocates for 
the representation of women 
of color in the media, always 
took the phrase “like a girl” 
to task and urged viewers to 
do the same, and the organi-
zation No More aired a pow-
erful commercial about do-
mestic abuse while showing 
a hotline number for those 
who may be suffering.

The Super Bowl is  one of 
the most-watched television 

events of the year, viewed by 
millions of Americans. For 
us, Super Bowl parties are 
thrown in dorms and off-cam-
pus houses every year. These 
same commercials  spanned 
all continents, from North 
America to Europe, Africa, 
Australia, and Asia. 

The Representation Project 
counted over 18,000 Twitter 
mentions from over 8,000 
users. People were seeing 
these ads and reacting to 
them in positive and nega-
tive ways, and the impact 
was tremendous.

Advertisements are often 

used to reflect the ideas of 
society at large, and this 
year’s Super Bowl ads are 
indicative of a larger accep-
tance of gender equality and 
intolerance of damaging rep-
resentations in our media.

Women, however, were 
not the only ones affected – 
many Super Bowl ads  this 
year helped further positive 
and tear-jerking images of 
men as well, specifically ideas 
about fatherhood and respon-
sibility. 

This was one of the best 
years for female and male 
representation in advertise-

ments during the Super Bowl, 
made possible by the preva-
lence of social media allow-
ing for viewers to let compa-
nies know exactly how their 
ads are affecting them. 

There were still ads that 
were offensive – Carl’s Jr. 
may never learn – but people 
were able to voice their opin-
ions about how unacceptable 
they were. 

Hopefully we’ll see this 
trend continue, not only 
during next year’s Super 
Bowl, but for advertisements 
during the other 364 days of 
the year.

emaline lapinski
index opinions writer

Advertising #LikeAGirl: 
The Commercials of Superbowl XLIX

Courtesy Photo
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Those of you who had the immense privilege of 
witnessing Shaquille O’Neil’s short-lived reality TV 
show “Shaq Vs.” in 2009 know all about his mediocrely-
funny attempts to beat famous athletes at their own 
sports.  Personally, not many things on this earth gave 
me more pleasure than watching Shaq flop around in an 
Olympic-sized pool while Michael Phelps swam rings 
around him.  Since this concept was so intriguing to me, I 
have decided to adapt Shaq’s idea for K College and test 
my own luck against the best Hornet athletes in their own 
sports in my new, creatively titled column “Spencer Vs.”

It was not a difficult choice when selecting the first 
athlete whom I would face.  Not many athletes in the 
country have had more success in their sport than Sarah 
Woods has for the Kalamazoo Women’s tennis team.  In 
her first two seasons, she has amassed a multitude of 
awards including two All-MIAA selections, two MIAA 
MVPs, two All-American selections, and an appearance 
in the Elite Eight at the NCAA National Championships.  
Luckily for me, I took tennis lessons from age’s five 
through eight, so I was feeling more than up to the 
challenge.

So on a frigid February night, I met Sarah at the 
Markin Indoor Tennis facilities to see if she had what it 
takes to win the Spencer Vs. challenge.  After warming 
up with my power serve and my signature “drop shot” 
that Roger Federer likes to think that he coined, I was 
feeling optimistic about my chances.

This feeling ended about five seconds into the match 
when Sarah let loose her first serve.

Now, let me tell you that these serves look slower from 
up high in the tennis stands than they do barreling down 
on you at 85 miles an hour.  I didn’t even have time to 
raise my racket before the yellow ball went whizzing by 
my left ear.  After Sarah dispatched me in the first game 
on four straight aces, I came to the conclusion that trying 
to stay in front of her serves was similar to trying to stay 
in front of a freight train—you may be able to do it for a 
few seconds, but sooner or later your going to jump out 
of the way.

When it was my turn to serve, I felt as though I at least 
now had the chance to put together a few nice rallies.  
This was not at all the case.  Sarah covered so much 
of the court that I felt as if I was playing against both 
Williams’ sisters at once, or maybe even two of Serena.  
Anyways, Sarah beat me three games to zero in a truly 
dominating performance.  I don’t know if I have ever 
been that outmatched in an athletic contest but I have a 
feeling that it will not be the last time as I continue with 
Spencer Vs. 

I
www.thekzooindex.com

It’s the best of the 
paper

And the power of 
the web

VS

SPENCER

By Spencer Macdonald

ATHLETES: 1      SPENCER: 0

Photos by Mason Darling



On January 18th, the Ka-
lamazoo College baseball 
team officially began its pre-
season practices. This is the 
team’s third season under 
Head Coach Mike Ott and it 
is preempted with high ex-
pectations.

“This is the first season 
since I’ve been here that we 
have pressure and expectation 
to perform well,” Coach Ott 
said. These sudden expecta-
tions come from the fact that 
the team has not won a con-
ference title since 1927.

Coach Ott referenced this 
unfortunate history when he 
joked about comparing K’s 
team with his favorite MLB 

Want the Latest K 
Sports Updates?

Then Follow @
IndexSports today!

SPORTS
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New Natatorium on the Horizon
announced plans for a new 
natatorium, with the only re-
maining problem of develop-
ment being the $13 million 
price tag. Vice President for 
College Advancement Al DeS-

imone says, “The directive for 
this project is to raise all the 
money through donations, not 
to do any borrowing.” 

This is a policy the College 
has used in the past. They 
elect to raise all the funding 
through donations from 

alumni, parents of alumni, 
parents of students and other 
friends of the college. This 
happens instead of borrow-
ing money from banks. 

“So far we have raised $5 
million of the $13 million,” 
says DeSimone. “We’ve only 

been raising money for about 
ten months now.” DeSimone 
says the plan for the next few 
months is to offer anyone 
who has ever been apart of 
the swimming community at 
K the chance to contribute to 
the new natatorium. 

Renderings show the plans for the new Kalamazoo College Natatorium. 

NATATORIUM FROM PAGE 1

Senior women’s basketball 
team captain Emily Lindsay ’15 
came to K because it offered 
her the opportunity to play 
right away, and she has defi-
nitely taken advantage of that 
opportunity.

Lindsay is originally from 
Davison, Mich. where she 
played four years of varsity 
basketball as a shooting guard 
for Davison High School. She 
chose to bring her record-set-
ting talents to K for the oppor-
tunity to play right away and 
for the high quality education 
offered here.

In the 2011-2012 season, 
Lindsay’s first year, she set 
the single season three pointer 
record with 53 three pointers 
made.  She was also second on 
the team in scoring during her 
first season on campus. 

Lindsay continued her strong 
athletic performance for K last 
season when, as a junior, she 
broke the school’s career three 
pointer record. She also was a 
leader during K’s seven game 
win streak last season that 
left the team on the cusp of 
a playoff spot. This season, 
Lindsay hopes to lead the team 
back to the playoffs for the first 
time in over 10 years.

Off the court, Lindsay is just 
as successful. She will gradu-
ate this summer with a double 
major in Psychology and AnSo. 
She is also the current presi-
dent of the Athletic Leadership 

nick marsh
index staff writer

Getting to Know 
Your Hornets: 

Emily Lindsay ‘15

Council (ALC) on campus.
For the ALC she helps set up 

charity events, participates in 
numerous community service 
events, and works with the local 
Special Olympics committee. 
She said one of her primary 
goals as President is to connect 
the student athletes on campus 
with the non-athlete students. 
She would like an even more 
tight knit supportive commu-
nity on campus. 

In the classroom, Lindsay 
loves her sports psychology 
class. “It’s a field I’m interested 
in and want to pursue after grad-
uation. Plus the class is really 
fun,” she says. Lindsay plans 
to pursue a masters program 
in counseling services psy-
chology following her gradu-
ation from K.

Despite all of the adult re-
sponsibilities Lindsay loves 
to embrace, she still has one 
thing she loves just as much 
as challenges and her team-
mates. Lindsay says, “I’m ad-
dicted to Kit Kats. I eat them 
all the time, during games and 
often at half time.”

Baseball Begins 
with High 
Expectations

nick marsh
index staff writer

team, saying “I inherited the 
Chicago Cubs of collegiate 
baseball.”

However, hope is that this 
season will be much different. 
The team returns 21 players 
from last year’s fourth place 
finishing side. Many players 
have hopes of winning the 
conference championship 
this year. 

“We know we have all the 
pieces to do it. It’s definite-
ly the expectation this year,” 
senior captain Adam McDow-
ell said.

To achieve this goal the 
team worked extra hard this 
offseason. 

“We are doing MLB type 
stuff. We lift four times a 
week, do speed training and 
have a throwing program for 
pitchers,” freshmen pitcher 
Ryan Orr said.

With preseason officially 

underway the team now prac-
tices Sunday through Friday 
from 9 p.m. to midnight. Prac-
tices take place at local indoor 
baseball facility Around the 
Horn. The team is allowed to 
practice there in the winter 
because Coach Ott allows 
Around the Horn to use K’s 
field during the summer for 
travel baseball. The team will 
continue practices inside for 

six weeks or until its warm 
enough to play outdoors.

Setting preparation aside, 
the players take time to par-
ticipate in the local commu-
nity. The team takes part in 
two community service pro-
grams. One is through Kalam-
azoo Public Schools where 
players volunteer to help 
with homework tutoring at 
local elementary and middle 

schools. The other is a visita-
tion program where on Satur-
days the players put on their 
team uniforms and visit chil-
dren who are currently being 
treated at Bronson Children’s 
Hospital.

“I like to push our guys 
to be ambassadors [for K] 
off the field as well as on,” 
Coach Ott said.

This season offers many 

offensive players to watch, 
including but not limited to 
Scott Devine’15, Ian Kober-
nick’17 and Mitch VanKo-
evering’17. Also some pitch-
ers to watch for this spring 
are Dylan Pierce’16, Aaron 
Scwark’16 and Ryan Orr’18. 
The baseball team’s first game 
is March 7 at Earlham. They 
open up at home on March 
21 against Calvin.

The baseball team is not only practicing on the field, but off the field.  The team volunteers at Bronson Children’s Hospital and public schools. 

K College Basball Twitter

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo
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New Building 
Brings Excitement 

A new fitness 
center will offer 
a new amenity 
to students and 
campus by 2016

Driving up Academy Street, 
looking out the window on 
the right to see a towering, 
two-story building with red 
brick, lots of glass, and “Ka-
lamazoo College Fitness 
Center” written above the 
entrance of the building. 

Students and staff at Kalam-
azoo College are excited about 
the commitment to build a new 
fitness and wellness center. 
Many have been waiting for 
the new building since they 
began at Kalamazoo, and now 
the time has finally come. The 
design process for the build-
ing is set to begin before the 
end of 2014, and then con-
struction of the building will 
start in August 2015. The pro-
jected date of completion is 
currently set for July 2016.  

Paul Manstrom, the Asso-
ciate Vice President for Facil-
ities Management, explained 
the process of the new project. 

He said that the design portion 
should be completed early 
in the summer of 2015, and 
then by July 1, 2015 they are 
looking to start taking bids 
from contractors for the new 
building. Mr. Manstrom was 
also able to provide some 
behind the scenes information. 
The new building has an es-
timated cost between $6 and 
$7 million. Mr. Manstrom ex-
plained that Kalamazoo Col-
lege’s Master Plan was estab-
lished in 2012, and it set out 
to accomplish adding three 
new buildings to the com-
munity. The three buildings 
consist of a fitness and well-
ness building, a new nata-
torium, and a new welcome 
center which were all decided 
on by members of the pres-
ident’s staff as well as busi-
ness managers, development 
managers, and Mr. Manstrom 
himself. Kalamazoo College 
is not interested in borrowing 
money and causing any debt, 
which is why the building is 
being funded by private dona-
tions. Whatever project raised 
enough money in order for it 
to be built would go up first, 
and because of all the atten

ryan orr
contributing writer

Monte Carlo Celebrates 40 Years
SAC President 

explains the unique 
event and how 

students get involved 
in planning

Students try their luck at the Blackjack table during Kalamazoo College’s 2014 Monte Carlo.

MONTE CARLO on page 2

Monte Carlo is celebrating 
its 40th anniversary, this Sat-
urday at 8:30 p.m.-12 a.m. 

in Hicks. In this Q&A with 
Student Activities Committee 
(SAC) President Emily Finch 
‘17, we learn about this year’s 
theme Glitz! Glam!, along 
with the changes that will be 
made to this year’s event and 
how students can attend and 
help out.

Index: Since it’s the 40th 
anniversary, is Monte Carlo 
going to be different this year? 

Emily Finch: Monte Carlo 

will be the same, a casino night, 
with some dancing, great food, 
games, and prizes. Since it is 
the 40th anniversary we have 
upped the decoration game, 
and selected some pretty cool 
food options like the popular 
gelato and the bruschetta bar. 
We will have limited edition 
40th Monte Carlo anniversa-
ry playing cards. 

Index: What does Monte 
Carlo mean to you? 

EF: It is an opportunity 
on the Kalamazoo College 
campus, to dress up and social-
ize across class year boundar-
ies, and all in all have a great 
time. While this is only my 
second Monte Carlo, it is by 
far one of my favorite events 
on campus, it’s fun to plan, 
and fun to attend because of 
the atmosphere.

Robert Manor / Index
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Icy Conditions 
Cause Pile Up

At around 7 pm on Sun-
day February 9th, a driver of 
a car lost control as he was 
driving down from Monroe 
Street on Academy. This 
caused the driver to crash 
into another passengers car, 
which in turn caused that 
driver to hit in a snow bank. 
Since that driver wasn’t able 
to move this caused a clus-
ter of six cars to be gathered 
by the area of Academy 
between the Library and 
Trowbridge. 

“It was pure ice and freez-
ing cold,” said Security Of-
ficer, Paul Davis, when de-
scribing the scene

According to Davis, one 
of the cars that was hit was 
a parked brand new car that 
belonged to a Kalamazoo 
faculty member. No stu-

WEATHER

dents were involved in the 
accident and no one was in-
jured.

Since Academy is a city 
street, Davis notified Kalam-
azoo Public Safety (KPS) 
who arrived on the scene in 
eight to ten minutes with a 
tow truck and blocked of the 
street for about 2 hours, di-
recting people from Monroe 
to Buckley. 

Davis mentioned how 
hard it was to direct traffic 
since Academy is a long 
street and that it required 
a security truck that was 
parked diagonally to close 
off the road.

“I called Eric [Director 
of Security, Eric Wimbley], 
Dean Joshua and the Presi-
dent to explain to them the 
situation,” said Davis.

While the road was 
blocked off the city of Ka-
lamazoo, plowed and treat-
ed the roads with a brown 
salt like grain.

“Whatever they did, they 
did it well,” said Davis.

viola brown
news editor

Surprising weather 
conditions lead to a 
multi-car crash on 

Academy
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March 
Hosted 
For Di/Re 
Investment 

shannon haupt
contributing writer

ENVIRONMENT

In solidarity with 350.org’s 
Global Divestment Day, there 
were over 400 events in 48 
countries across six conti-
nents, and the Di/Re Invest-
ment Campaign on Kalam-
azoo College’s campus was 
host to two of them. 

On Friday, February 13th, 
Di/Re organizers co-hosted a 
discussion in the Arcus Center 
focused on the many facets 
of climate change. Breakout 
groups focused on solidarity 
with frontline communities, 
biodiversity impacts and ini-
tiatives, emerging technology 
and the energy politics, and 
fossil fuel dependence. 

Valerie Alagon’15 said that 
the event was welcoming and 
all who attended were willing 
to educate one another. 

Emily Walsh / Index

Human of K: Mhand Abadou

“Other universities are like 
machines. Huge, billion dollar 
companies that are run so 
strictly but it loses the sense 
of the individual. At K, it feels 

like we are one big family. I 
feel like I can say hi to anyone 
and names are caught on 
quickly.”

“America has a much strict-
er time schedule than France. 
Everything is done in a set of 
organized time intervals. It’s 

a much faster pace than in 
France and there is more work 
and production as a result.”

FITNESS on page 3

megan rigney
index staff writer

In solidarity with 
Global Divestment 
Day, students host 

event

Mhand Abadou is a French in-
ternational student preparing 
for his masters in art.
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on the web The News in Brief THREE THINGS 
YOU SHOULD 
KNOW TODAYEgypt Bombs 

ISIS
What: Egypt bombed 
ISIS militants in Libya in 
response to a disturbing 
video. The clip showed 21 
Egyptian Christians being 
beheaded. 
When: Monday, 
February 16
Where: Cairo, Egypt

SNL 40th 
Anniversary
What: Saturday Night 
Live celebrated it’s 40th 
anniversary with a 3.5 
hour special. The event 
drew in NBC’s highest 
ratings. 
When: Sunday, 
February 15
Where: New York

Cold Air Hits 
Midwest
What: Hurricane 
like winds and frigid 
temperatures hit the 
Midwest this weekend. 
Wind chills plunged to -27.
When: Sunday, 
February 15
Where: Kalamazoo, MI.

Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg
What: Supreme Court 
Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg has publically 
urged Congress to step up 
and push through more 
legislation.
When: Monday, 
February 16
Where: Washington, D.C.

Denmark 
Mourns
What: After 2 shooting 
attacks that killed 2 
people, authorities charged 
2 men with helping the 
now-deceased gunman.   
When: Monday,
February 16
Where: Copenhagen

Ukraine Cease 
Fire at Risk
What: Threats around 
a major railway have 
threatened to disrupt a 
day-old cease-fire between 
government troops and 
pro-Russian separatists.
When: Monday,
February 16
Where: Debaltseve, Ukraine

1 After three young 
Muslim students were 
murdered in Chapel Hill, 

North Carolina, the country 
is engaged in a debate over 
racial and religious injustice.

2Journalist David Carr, 
known for his “Media 
Equation” column in 

the New York Times, died 
on Thursday. He was battling 
lung cancer and heart disease.

3A CNN poll revealed 
that Americans are 
unhappy with how Pres-

ident Obama is handling the 
Islamic State. 47% of Ameri-
cans support a military action.

THE WIRE

Innovation 
Fund Winner
By Nick Marsh

StuComm announced the 
newest winner of the Inno-
vation Fund last week. The 
Biodiesel Co-op will cut 
campus fuel costs.

THE WIRE

Studying in 
Erlangen
By Jay Grenda

Grenda describes his ex-
perience on study abroad. 
Read about his reflections 
on living on the edge of the 
city, and traveling around 
Germany.

Index: When do the prepa-
rations for Monte Carlo start?

EF: We have been plan-
ning Monte Carlo since mid-
fall quarter, for an event this 
large it takes a lot of work to 
make it possible.

Index: What is the registra-

tion process for Monte Carlo?
EF: Doors open at 8:30 for 

those who pre-registered, and 
doors will close at 10:00 p.m. 
For those who did not pre-reg-
ister if attendance is not at its 
maximum, you might be able 
to swipe in. Pre-registration 
starts Monday and will happen 

all week from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
in the Student Development 
Office and on Tuesday and 
Wednesday outside of the 
game room from 5 p.m.-8 p.m.

Index: How can people on 
campus get involved?

EF: We are always in need 
of volunteers at Monte Carlo. 

Whether you are interested 
helping set up, event manage, 
and or tear down we can use 
all the help possible. You can 
also always attend SAC meet-
ings and be a part of the plan-
ning process.

Index: Are there plans 
for SAC to work with other 

student organizations in the 
future?

EF:  SAC will begin to 
plan for Spring Fling 2015, 
an event that last year focused 
on sustainability. It was a multi 
StuOrg event, where each 
StuOrg presented games, food, 
activities all with sustainabil-

ity in mind. The current hope 
is to continue to host Spring 
Fling in a similar light this 
year.

Index: When and where 
does SAC meet?

EF: SAC meets in Hicks 
110, every Wednesday from 
8 p.m.-9 p.m. 

MONTE CARLO FROM PAGE 1

Monte Carlo Celebrates its 40th Anniversary
FROM THE COVER
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Icy Conditions Cause Crash 

New Fitness Center Brings Excitement

tion that the fitness and 
wellness center had and will 
bring 
in, it raised funds the fastest. 

The new fitness and well-
ness building will give a sig-
nificant change to the Kalam-
azoo College community. K 
College is typically thought 
of as a high level education, 
with the main emphasis being 
on academics. The perception 
around K has been slowly 
changing over the past few 
years, and it is now raising 
the bar of athletics and fitness 
without lowering standards in 
academics. The new project 
will create a positive impact 
on all students and faculty by 
allowing them to have new op-
portunities that they haven’t 
had in the past. 

Students and faculty who 
wish to workout currently 
do so in the Anderson facili-
ty which has a weight room 
that is 2,000 square feet. The 
space is small for the growing 
population of student ath-
letes at Kalamazoo College. 
The new fitness and wellness 
building will have a weight 
room/cardio area between 
8,000 and 9,000 square feet for 
users to enjoy. It will also have 
four multi-purpose rooms 
for dance, yoga, and other 
fitness needs. One of the four 
multi-purpose 

rooms is going to be 
two-stories to accommodate 
the cheerleading team and 
Cirque-du-K. 

The building will also 
feature a climbing wall as 
well as new tennis offices, and 
the United States Tennis Asso-
ciation (USTA) Hall of Fame. 

The building is yet to be 
named, but the location of the 
new building has been deter-
mined. It will be located on 
the corner of Academy and 
Catherine Street. The plan is 
to take out the front section of 

the Markin Center, and add the 
fitness and wellness building 
in its place. The indoor tennis 
courts will remain behind 
it. Both men’s and women’s 
tennis coaches, Mark Riley 
and Mark Murphy will be 
without their current offices 
for about a year because of 
the demolition of part of the 
Markin Center. “I’ll be happy 
to sacrifice my office for a 
year because I know what 
kind of good this will do our 
program and this communi-
ty. As a coach and alumni, it 
is important to do things in 
a first class and strong way” 
Coach Riley stated. He went 
on to say that “It’s a facility 
that can touch everybody in 
a real positive way.” 

 The community has an 
overall passion and excite-
ment for the new project, but 
some are feeling like they’ve 
got the short end of the stick. 
When the athletic facility was 
upgraded a few years ago, 
teams such as baseball, foot-
ball, soccer, and softball all got 
new playing fields. The swim 

team however, got nothing. 
The men’s swimming coach, 
Kathleen Milliken, said that 
she was told a new natatori-
um was coming soon when 
she was hired in. This is now 
her twelfth year at K and it 
doesn’t appear that a new na-
tatorium is going to be built 
any time soon. 

Having a natatorium that 
has a moldy ceiling, lost tiles, 
poor starting blocks, and has 
also blown circuits many times 
just in the past year can be 
frustrating, Coach Millik-
en explained. She also men-
tioned that it makes it hard 
to run practices when you 
simply don’t have an ade-
quate amount of space for the 
entire team. Running a suc-
cessful program can be hard 
enough, but when faced with 
the challenges of a run-down 
facility, it can make coach-
ing, competing, and recruit-
ing that much harder. 

 Even though Coach 
Milliken would like to see 
a new natatorium built, she 
is still happy about the new 

fitness and wellness building. 
“I understand that a new na-
tatorium wouldn’t affect as 
many students, and it will be 
great to see such a healthy and 
active campus. When I started 
here, Anderson was usually 
pretty empty, and now it seems 
like more and more students 
are becoming interested in 
fitness. The student body is 
becoming more well-round-
ed, and that is great to see” 
she said. 

Some of her swimmers, 
however, weren’t quite as 
happy to hear that they still 
weren’t getting a new facil-
ity. Cameron Beauregard, a 
first-year swimmer, said that 
“I think a new pool should be 
built because it would be uti-
lized much more by the swim 
team as well as the commu-
nity, and the swim team de-
serves an upgrade in facili-
ties.” The men’s swimming 
and diving team has taken 
first place in the MIAA the 
past three years, and they’re 
doing it in a pool that is worse 
than most high school pools, 

according to Beauregard. 
Though some are unhappy, 

the new addition of the build-
ing will allow the weight room 
in Anderson to be used ex-
clusively for in-season ath-
letes which will make all ath-
letes happy. This will give 
teams plenty of space for 
workouts and allow them to 
have a more flexible sched-
ule. K’18 student and base-
ball player Josh Reuter said 
that he is “more than excited” 
for the new fitness and well-
ness building. “The ability for 
varsity athletes to have their 
own weight room is huge” he 
said. Reuter also explained 
his overall opinion of the new 
addition by stating “You get 
the feeling here like we’re a 
small D1 school. This is like 
the final piece we’ve been 
missing, and now it’s just 
going to add to that type of 
atmosphere and enhance the 
overall attractiveness of the 
school.”  

Kalamazoo College has 
always been known for its 
high prestige in academics, 

Paul Manstrom, Associ-
ate Vice President of Fa-
cilities Management, noted 
that since Academy Street 
is publically owned by the 
city, the College has a part-
nership with the city to plow 
and salt the brick portion in 
exchange for free salt.

“That day wasn’t normal 
conditions to call people in 
on the weekend to salt the 

street,” said Manstrom.
On weekends FacMan re-

lies on reports from security 
and campus to determine 
what type of grounds work 
needs to be done in order to 
keep students safe.

Manstrom mentioned that 
FacMan is trying to use less 
salt in order to be environ-
mentally friendly but in this 
case “safety trumps saving 
the environment”.

Currently the College, 
owns Acker Lane and Cam-
pus Drive so they are sole-

ly responsible for maintain 
those streets. The plane in 
the future is to acquire Cath-
erine Drive.

“We [Kalamazoo Col-
lege] owns most of the prop-
erty on that street but one 
house,” said Manstrom.

To prevent another in-
cident like this from hap-
pening again in the future, 
FacMan plans to pay close 
attention to the road con-
ditions because “ice can 
sometimes look wet and not 
that damaging.”

but now the school is rising 
to the challenge of creating 
the opportunity for athletics 
and fitness to reach to those 
same heights. Although it may 
be an uphill battle, the Ka-
lamazoo College reputation 
is in the process of changing 
from a purely high academ-
ic school, to a high academic 
school that can also give stu-
dents the chance to be more 
complete and well-rounded. 
Over the past decade the Ka-
lamazoo community has seen 
additions to the library, reno-
vated Hicks center, new athlet-
ic facilities, new social justice 
building, and now in 2016 
they will see a new fitness and 
wellness building. Paul Mans-
trom talked about the chang-
ing of Kalamazoo through-
out the past ten years, and 
how the students have fresh 
opportunities by saying that 
“The library improved aca-
demic, Hicks improved social, 
and this [fitness and wellness 
building] will enhance physi-
cal well-being. It really will be 
the third piece of the puzzle.”

FITNESS FROM PAGE 1

Courtesy of Kalamazoo College

PILE UP FROM PAGE 1

 “I thought my lack in sustain-
ability knowledge would get 
in the way of understanding 
the movement, however, the 
event planners and discus-
sants were quite welcoming 
and open to questions,” said 
Alagon. “I appreciated the 
comment regarding environ-
mental inclusivity or opening 
up the space for marginalized 
groups to join the conversa-
tions. I think this fossil fuels 
discussion is increasing in 
noise and I believe students 
who would like to know more 
should get involved.”

On Saturday, K students 
joined community leaders 
from the organization Re-
member Kalamazoo, to march 

through downtown and hand 
out valentines to local busi-
nesses and banks demanding 
fossil fuel divestment. The 
group ended the march at the 
Kalamazoo River, a few miles 
from the site of the Enbridge 
oil spill (the largest inland 
oil spill in U.S. history), for 
a photo action. 

Rosie Nocita’18 said she 
enjoyed involving the entire 
community in the event.

“It was great to be able to 
show our enthusiasm for the 
divestment movement beyond 
campus, and I was pleasant-
ly surprised by the number 
of people passing by in their 
cars who expressed support 
for the march,” said Nocita. 

Di/Re Investment orga-
nizers have been working to 
elevate campus consciousness 
of the campaign and what it 

stands for. The orange di-
vestment square, a piece of 
felt that students are pinning 
to their coats and backpacks, 
symbolizes not only the fossil 
fuel divestment movement but 
also unity with international 
movements. 

 “We have chosen to wear 
this symbol in solidarity 
with other international stu-
dent-powered movements 
addressing issues of racism, 
debt, and immigration, most 
notably the Quebec Student 
Movement” (Yes! Magazine). 

The Di/Re Investment 
Movement is a campaign 
of the Kalamazoo College 
Climate Action Network – the 
next meeting is Thursday of 
8th week in Arcus, at 6:00pm. 
All are invited to attend and 
learn more about how to get 
involved.

MARCH FROM PAGE 1

March Encourages Group
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From Left to Right: Sophomores Janelle Grant, Maribel Blas, and Bianca Delgado on Declaration of Major Day.

Kalamazoo College

As a prospective student 
touring around Kalamazoo 
College, it is really easy to 
imagine all of the supposed 
possibilities that college has 
to offer. From study abroad 
to tons of stu-orgs, I was en-
thralled by all of my pros-
pects, and so were my parents.

Embarrassing at first, my 
mom asked if there was an 
option at K to create your own 
major, similar to the ones ad-
vertised at other colleges and 
universities.

Our tour guide said yes, it 
is possible to creative a major, 
all I had to do when officially 
on campus is talk to the reg-
istrar for more information to 
begin the process.

It sounded so simple, and 
the prospect of making my 
own major was a huge attrac-
tion to me, since I wasn’t quite 

sure what I was interested in.
When I became a student 

and really started thinking 
about my future, I’m glad the 
question of creating my own 
major was brought up.

I knew this was what I 
wanted, so I decided to be 
proactive about it. During 
winter quarter of my fresh-
man year, I made an appoint-
ment with the registrar. The 
meeting started off inviting, 
casual, and informative, but 
it ended with me feeling very 
disheartened. 

I explained that I wanted to 
create my own major around 
education, since that was what 
I was most interested in. They 
said that it was good I started 
this process early, because it 
was going to be a bumpy ride.

She told me that I would 
need to find a panel of pro-
fessors to back up my created 
major and organize a peti-
tion, a very daunting feat for 

a first year.
I suddenly felt completely 

alone in this endeavor. The 
message conveyed was that 
Kalamazoo College didn’t 
have that certain major for a 
reason, and there were many 
hoops to jump though in order 
for the college to accept my 
created major.

Even if I did all of the work, 
it seemed as though my idea 
would get shut down.

I was surprised because 
K stresses exploration in the 
liberal arts, and, as a prospec-
tive student, I was told that 
creating my own major was 
a very viable option for my 
future at K.

As a sophomore who just 
declared a pre-created major, 
it’s easy to wonder what my 
future might have been if I 
had tried to create my own 
major, jumping through the 
flaming hoops and, hopeful-
ly, not getting burned.

janelle grant
index staff writer

Can You Really Create Your Major?

“Men, as well as women, are held up to an unhealthy standard.”

On Feb. 4, the first trailer 
for “Magic Mike XXL,” the 
sequel to the popular film cen-
tered on male strippers, was 
released. While many enjoyed 
the trailer and were excited 
for the film’s release, it also 
sparked a discussion about 
male objectification.

The problem of male objec-
tification remains a point of 
contention among activists. 
Many “men’s rights” activists 
argue that men also have to 
live up to standards of beauty 
that are just as damaging as the 
standards women deal with. 
This is a common argument 
between men’s rights activ-
ists and feminists, and one 
that I’ve had multiple times 
here at K and on the Internet.

Men, as well as women, are 
held up to an unhealthy stan-
dard. Today’s view of mas-
culinity emphasizes an un-
emotional demeanor, along 
with a sort of physical brute 
strength and musculature only 
a Greek god could achieve. 
These views are proclaimed 
on the various covers of men’s 
magazines or in advertise-

ments. 
Of course, this view is de-

structive with many conse-
quences. Pediatrics recently 
published a study in which 
men saw the toned and muscu-
lar body as an ideal, with many 
of these men hitting the gym 
and chugging protein shakes 
to build muscle mass instead 
of trying to stay healthy. 

While women may go 
through more to attain a dam-
aging standard, men are also 
susceptible to these ideals. 
This can be seen in the “Magic 
Mike” trailer: Channing Tatum 
and his fellow strippers all 
possess stunning physiques 
and washboard abs. Just like 
a young woman might feel 
insecure looking at a Vogue 
cover featuring a top model, 
young men might look at this 
film and see a standard they 
cannot hope to attain.

While there are certain 
beauty standards that men feel 
pressured to attain, I would 
argue that men are not objec-
tified as severely as women. 
If we define sexual objecti-
fication as seeing people as 
no more than their parts and 
what those parts can do for 
the viewer, then yes, women 

of course can objectify men. 
But, as always, it’s not as 
simple as that.

There’s been a long history 
behind female objectification, 
while what has been called 
male objectification is only 
a recent phenomenon. Due 
to the status quo of a patri-
archal society, men are the 
subjects and women are the 
objects. When a woman’s 
body is used to sell a product, 
or attract viewers, there’s a 
whole system of oppression 
behind it. 

But for men, nothing like 
this exists. Men have not been 
murdered because they’ve 
been seen as less than human 
due to society’s objectifica-
tion of their bodies. Usually, 
male objectification is done 
in the form of tongue-and-
cheek references to media 
that has objectified women 
for years, and these instanc-
es aren’t nearly as common. 

In this sense, men cannot be 
objectified because it doesn’t 
contribute to an overarching 
system of oppression. While 
male beauty standards can be 
dangerous, objectification for 
men is not nearly as damag-
ing as it is for women.

emaline lapinski
index staff writer

Magic Objectification

An Apology to those Offended 
by Recruiting Practices

As the Director of Athlet-
ics, all policies, procedures 
and practices involved in 
the operation of the athletic 
programs fall on my shoul-
ders.  Thus, the issues sur-
rounding the football teams 
recruiting practices are my 
responsibility.  I apologize to 
the campus community and 
all those who were offended 
by the football team’s use of 
women athletes to conduct 
the campus tours.  As soon 
as the impact of this prac-
tice was brought to our at-
tention, Coach Zorbo imme-
diately made changes to the 
recruiting visit tours.

As a woman who has spent 
most of her life and her entire 
career entrenched in the male 

dominated world of sport, I 
have witnessed and experi-
enced many forms of bias 
and harassment.  Any form 
of bias and/or harassment is 
not tolerated in the athletic 
department and is counter to 
our core values.  I regret that 
I did not see the issues sur-
rounding this recruiting prac-
tice sooner.  To those who 
brought this to our attention 
– thank you.  At times it is 
easier to see things from a dif-
ferent perspective looking at 
it from the outside than when 
you are standing right in the 
middle of it.  When things 
are brought to our attention 
we have and will continue 
to address the issue directly 
and immediately. 

I have the utmost respect 
and admiration for Coach 
Zorbo. He is a man of great 
character and integrity and 
is a great role model.  He has 
made great strides in foster-
ing a positive culture within 
the football program and 
has been integral in helping 
lead the athletic department 
through many challenges and 
changes.  We will continue 
to work together to educate 
ourselves, our colleagues 
and those we work with to 
provide an environment that 
promotes, supports and cel-
ebrates a diverse and vibrant 
college culture.

Kristen Smith is Kalamazoo 
College’s Director of Athletics

Letter to 
the Editor

Kristen 
Smith

Courtesy Photo

Do You Like 
Journalism?

The Index is hosting a Community Reflection 
this Friday. Speakers include Colin Smith ‘15, 
Olivia Gaines ‘18, Graham Key ‘17, Trisha 
Dunham ‘17, and Professor Marin Heinritz 

FridayStetson 11:00 am
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After last week’s humiliating, straight set loss 
to tennis star Sarah Woods ‘16, I found it very 
difficult to regain my motivation to continue 

Spencer Vs.  As I replayed our match in my head and 
watched myself sprint around a tennis court as Sarah 
barely broke a sweat, I contemplated how I would bounce 
back for my next challenge and regain my confidence.  
Then yesterday, as I was surfing the web, I came across 
a quote from O.J. Simpson that really opened my eyes.  
The Juice said: “The day you take complete responsibility 
for yourself, the day you stop making excuses, that’s 
the day you start to the top.”  O.J. may have fallen from 
grace since he said this, but his message struck home and 
I pledged to persevere through adversity and continue 
Spencer Vs.

For my second challenge, I decided to take on men’s 
basketball center Josh Miller ‘17.  Josh stands at towering 
six feet nine inches that holds his 220 pound frame.  The 
Hornets sophomore has been one of the MIAA breakout 
players of the league so far this season, averaging nine 
points per game and shooting 62.7 percent in league play.  
His 21-point performance on seven for nine shooting 
against Alma this season marks his career high.  Now I, 
on the other hand, stand at a healthy five feet ten inches 
with a double-digit vertical leap on a good day, and 
barely came up to Josh’s shoulder as we squared off on 
the court.  Good thing height doesn’t matter in basketball.

In a similar fashion to my match against Sarah Woods, 
I got my first wake-up call about five seconds into my 
game with Josh.  As he started to dribble towards me 
and back me down into the paint, I realized that not only 
was I not going to touch the ball, I wasn’t going to get 
anywhere near it.  Josh opened the game with three easy 
layups with me jumping up and down around his elbows 
and trying to alter the shot in any way that I could.  

Since we were playing with the one-on-one rule 
“make-it-take-it”, the only way that I was going to play 
any offense was if I could come up with a defensive 
stop.  Mercilessly, Josh missed a three so I got to finally 
touch the ball.  At this point, to be completely honest 
with you, I got a little cocky.  I was only down by three 
and I finally had the ball so I decided to drive inside and 
try to shoot over Josh.  Big mistake.  His block sent my 
ball three rows deep into the stands.  In my head, I could 
hear my imaginary fans booing me and throwing random 
objects from the stands as somewhere, Charles Barkley 
exclaimed “That’s turrible”.

Josh ended me quickly, finishing off his perfect 11 to 
nothing score line with a reverse layup.  It’s really hard to 
say what hurt more, the humiliation of not even scoring 
a point or the physical pain of Josh bearing down on me 
every single play.  A zero and two start is rough to start 
the season, but I still guarantee my fans a win before it is 
all said and done.

I
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Women’s Basketball 
Clinches Playoff Berth

The Women’s Basketball Team huddles up before the big game.

Senior tennis captain Olivia 
Bouchard originally chose to 
come to Kalamazoo College to 
play tennis and for the opportu-
nity to study abroad. However 
in her four years here she has 
developed a love for nearly all 
aspects of K.

Bouchard is originally from 
Glen Ellyn, Ill. where she at-
tended Glenbard South High 
School. She played tennis in 
high school but that was not her 
only focus. She was also very 
interested in art and science, 
and K’s strength in those pro-
grams helped her decision 
making process when choos-
ing a college.

On the court Bouchard gen-
erally plays either two doubles 
or four singles. She successful-
ly plays right-handed and uses 
a two-handed backhand to hit 
winners against opponents. In 
her time at K she has helped 

lead the tennis team to improv-
ing records in the MIAA each 
season. The team finished third 
her freshmen year, second her 
sophomore season and first in 
the MIAA regular season last 
year with a perfect 8-0 record. 

Bouchard recalls last sea-
son’s victory against Hope as 
one of her best moments at K. 
The match against Hope in-
cluded a thrilling team come-
back that she is proud to have 
be a part of.

Bouchard is a three-year 
team captain on the team, but 
is still successful away from 
the courts. She has been on the 

MIAA Academic Honor Roll 
on multiple occasions. 

Bouchard has specifically 
enjoyed her Health Psych class 
in her time at K, even going 
so far as to say this reporter 
should take it before graduat-
ing. “We learn a lot about the 
effects of stress on the body,” 
says Bouchard. “Everyone has 
stress so everyone can connect 
to the class.” 

Outside of class and tennis 
Bouchard has aspirations to 
attend either art school or 
medical school when she grad-
uates K; she’s still undecided. 
Additionally she is a member 
of the Sisters in Science, a 
group of women that do regular 
work with elementary school 
female students to get them 
interested in science. Outside 
of all her adult-life success, 
Bouchard sometimes likes to 
remember her favorite things 
from her childhood, including 
the ladybug collection she had 
growing up.

nick marsh
index staff writer

Getting To Know Your 
Hornets: Olivia Bouchard

Courtesy Photo

On Saturday, Feb. 14 the 
Kalamazoo College Women’s 
Basketball team qualified for 
the postseason for the first time 
under Coach Katie Miller, and 
for the first time with the new 
four-team playoff system. They 
are 10-5 in the conference this 
season, currently landing them 
in third place.

Coach Miller took over the 

team in the 2011-2012 season 
and the program has shown 
nothing but success since. 
Despite a weak history, the 
Hornets have competed with 
the best teams in the MIAA 
under Coach Miller. Coach 
Miller credits all the success 
to her hardworking and ded-
icated team that simply have 
the will to win. 

“Someone once told me 
that our team are warriors. 
They outwork other teams 

on the court with their good 
hustle plays and it helps us win 
games,” said Miller. 

This shone through in Ka-
lamazoo’s recent win in over-
time versus St. Mary’s. They 
were down seven with only 
1:14 left in the game. The 
Hornets came up with two big 
steals that helped them to late 
victory. Miller considers those 
steals hustle plays.

“It was one of my favorite 
memories from this season. It 

was a huge game and for our 
team to come up big in the 
heat of the moment was in-
credible,” said Miller.

On Feb. 11 the women took 
on rival Hope in a battle of a 
basketball game. Hope, who 
is 13-1 on the season, defeat-
ed the Hornets 65-52.  

“Hope is a great team, we 
played great defense through-
out the game. We just strug-
gled to score points in the 
second half. There are a lot 

of positives to take from that 
game,” said Miller. After the 
tough game the women had 
to take the positives from the 
loss and prepare for Albion 
on Feb. 14.

Saturday was Senior Day 
for the Hornets. They took on 
Albion in a game that offered 
a chance to secure a playoff 
berth. Senior Day brings many 
distractions and emotions that 
can make focusing on the game 
hard. The Hornets came out 

strong and started the game 
off on a 10-0 run. They never 
looked back. They defeated 
Albion 65-56 with a strong per-
formance from all the seniors. 

This clinched their first 
playoff berth under the new 
system, and it is something the 
team is excited to have accom-
plished. They are striving for 
more as they have two regular 
season games left, and then 
look to have a strong perfor-
mance in the playoffs.

david smith
index sports writer

Saturday night marked the 
end of the season for both the 
men’s and women’s swim-
ming and diving teams. The 
men’s team finished second at 
the MIAA Conference Cham-
pionships while the women’s 
team finished third. 

Despite not winning in 
either men’s or women’s, 
Coach Kathy Milliken is still 
proud of the way both her 
teams swam. “It was the best 
women’s meet I’ve ever had 
here,” said Milliken. “The girls 
broke 11 school records, that’s 
almost half our school records.” 
This included an MIAA record 
in the 200 Medley Relay set 
by Christina Park’17, Ellen 
Neveux’17, Colleen Orwin’17 
and Tristyn Edsall’17 with a 
time of 1:44.72. 

At the end of the conference 
meet, Edsall’17 was named 

MIAA Swimmer of the Year. 
Her season was highlighted 
by a conference championship 
prelim time of 0:23.23, which 
is a school and MIAA record.

Lauren Seroka’16 was 
another stand out performer 
for the Hornets at conferences. 
She won two events and fin-
ished second in another one. 
This tied her for the highest 
individual point scorer of the 
meet. 

Coach Milliken shows the 
same level of pride when she 
talks about the way her men’s 
team performed. “We knew 
it was going to be a fight for 
second through fourth with 
Hope and Albion. They really 
went out and earned their 
second place finish,” said Mil-
liken. The second place finish 
came from a solid all around 
team effort from the men, high-
lighted by Will Guedes’15 
winning both the 1 meter and 
3 meter diving events. 

At the end of the Confer-

ence meet Will Guedes’15 
was named the MIAA's Most 
Valuable Diver for the second 
straight year. 

Going forward Coach Millik-
en will now prepare her top per-
formers for NCAA Regionals at 
the University of Chicago at the 
end of the month. Once all Di-
vision 3 conference meets finish 
this week the exact number of 
K swimmers and divers that 
will be going to NCAA Region-
als will be known. It could be 
as many as eight women and 
three men. 

Dylan Shearer’15 has a 
chance to make NCAA Region-
als with a couple NCAA times 
at conferences. If he makes it 
K divers Will Guedes’15 and 
Colin Grogan’18 will join him. 

On the women’s team Tristyn 
Edsall’17 and Lauren Seroka’16 
lead the way as possible qual-
ifiers for regionals. Edsall’17 
currently has the fourth fastest 
time in Division 3 in the country 
in the 50 freestyle event.

nick marsh
index staff writer

K Swim Team Finishes 
Season on a High Note
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Auditing Helps 
in Seeking 
Knowledge
Rather than bringing 
added stress, auditing 
allows for increased 

freedom

Given the normally rigor-
ous and demanding academic 
life K students undertake each 
quarter, it might seem foolish 
to want to add any more pos-
sible stress into the equation 
by taking on another class. 
But for students who are in-
terested in taking on an extra 
class, auditing is an experience 
some K-students are using as 
a way to advance their studies 
in different ways while at K. 

“People are interested in so 
many things, you shouldn’t be 
tied down to your major,” said 
Sarah Baehr’15. Last quarter, 
Baehr was interested in audit-
ing the course, Energy and 
Environmental Policy. The 
class’s topic and its infre-
quent offering pushed Baehr 
to audit the course. 

“It was about current events 
and I think that, especially 

being here, current events 
are something that people 
don’t keep as up to date with,” 
said Baehr. “I thought this 
class would be a good way 
to keep myself accountable 
and knowledgeable in the 
subject area.” 

Auditing a course provides a 
less formal approach to study-
ing at K, and can minimize the 
academic stress so many stu-
dents become overwhelmed 
with during a quarter. Audit-
ing a course relieves the stress 
over grades, said Baehr. 

“I think it takes off the pres-
sure,” Baehr said. “It makes it 
feel less like a class because 
you aren’t being graded. You 
are taking the class to learn the 
material as opposed to taking 
the class to learn the material 
but also being graded on your 
ability to use the material.” 

Indigo McCollum’15 feels a 
similar stress regarding grades 
in K courses.

“I feel like a lot of the 
times you get caught up in  
‘what’s going to be on the 
test’, ‘what’s going to be on 

emily kotz
index staff writer

Campus Survey Seeks Specific Solutions
Survey designed by 
students, staff, and 
faculty intends to 

understand campus 
belonging

The survey designed by students, staff, and faculty intends to understand campus belonging.

#THEsurvey on page 2

#THEsurvey, is a new 
survey created by the Sense 
of Belonging Task Force, to 

help the college find specif-
ic solutions to the problems 
of students of different back-
grounds sense of belonging 
on campus. This is a contin-
uation of the work done by 
the President’s Task Forces, 
to examine matters of diver-
sity and inclusion.

“The college established 
a strategic plan in 2007 and 
had a goal to be an inclusive 
student focused campus,” said 

Dean Sarah Westfall. #THE-
survey, she said, “is a way to 
gauge where we are and to 
help chart the course for what 
we might want to do going 
forward to help students feel 
like they belong here. This is 
the first time that we have ex-
plicitly asked this question in 
a survey.”

The Sense of Belonging 
Task Force is comprised of 
students, faculty, and co-

chaired by Vice President 
for Student Development 
and Dean of Students Sarah 
Westfall and the Director of 
Faculty Grants & Institution-
al Research Anne Dueweke.
The group began working 
on the survey late last fall 
quarter and made it a prior-
ity to get the survey out by 
winter, seeing the topic of be-
longing as crucial to

Robert Manor / Index

emily kotz
index staff writer
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Students Find Off 
Campus Housing 
Alternatives

At the end of Kalamazoo 
College’s Spring Quarter of 
2014, Associate Dean of Stu-
dents Dana Jansma realized 
that there was not enough 
space available in the resi-
dence halls to accommodate 
all the students—first-years, 
sophomores, and any juniors 
enrolled for Fall quarter--who 
were required to live in them. 
As a result of this overbook-
ing, a handful of sophomores 
received an email in early June 
informing them that, based on 
their housing lottery number, 
they could remove themselves 
and three friends from the 
housing contract and move off 
campus for the 2014-15 school 
year.

“It was stressful, because 
you’re just like, okay, I have 
finals to worry about right 

HOUSING

now, and I have to pack, and, 
oh yeah, I have to find a house 
to live in for a year, and make 
sure it’s affordable and close 
to campus,” explained Mireya 
Guzmán-Ortíz, one of the Ka-
lamazoo College sophomores 
who was allowed to live off 
campus for the 2014-15 school 
year.  Guzmán-Ortíz’s house-
mate Caitlyn Whitcomb, also a 
sophomore, received the email 
from Jansma informing her that 
she had been selected to be re-
moved from the housing con-
tract if she so desired.

The stress of trying to find 
a lease for the following year 
during finals week was not 
enough to deter many sopho-
mores from house hunting in 
between exams.

“At least from my point of 
view, it’s more affordable to 
live off campus,” says soph-
omore Moises Hernandez. “I 
pay around $1,200 for four 
months.”

Kalamazoo College’s web-
site’s listing for room and board 
2014-15, which includes an un

erin bensinger
copy editor

A crowded residential 
system has forced 

sophomores off campus 
for the first time

CHANGES on page 3

V.P. and 
Sec. of 
Records 
Resign

viola brown
news editor

POLITICS

During this Monday’s 
Student  Commission 
(StuComm) meeting, Vice 
President Rian Brown ‘16 and 
Secretary of Records Emily 
Sklar ‘15 announced to the 
commission that they will be 
serving their last quarters as 
Commissioners.

Both Commissioners ex-
pressed that StuComm didn’t 
give them the platform to 
cause meaningful change at 
the College and they were 
unsure of the role of Student 
Commission.

“I feel that being a student 
commissioner was no longer 
a platform for me to fight for 
racial justice on campus,” said 
Rian Brown, who identifies as 
a Student Organizer.

Brown has been on the 

Emily Walsh / Index

Human of K: Leah Finelli

“Kalamazoo College is 
a wonderful place to be in 

because you can tell that ev-
eryone really wants to be here. 
The students really want to 
learn and actually go to class 
and the professors want to 
teach. I also have a love/hate 

relationship with the reading 
room. On one hand, it’s great 
for getting work done because 
it’s so quiet, but on the other 
if I sit anywhere close to the 
fires I fall asleep.” AUDITING on page 3

megan rigney
index staff writer

Student Commission 
V.P. Brown cited 

the role’s inability to 
build student power

Megan Rigney / Index
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PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Students keep their poker faces during Monte Carlo last Saturday in the Hicks Center.

on the web The News in Brief THREE THINGS 
YOU SHOULD 
KNOW TODAYPotential DHS 

Shutdown
What: The Department of 
Homeland Security faces 
a shutdown if Congress 
does not pass funding by 
February 27th.  
When: Tuesday, 
February 24
Where: Washington, DC

Birdman Wins 
Big at Oscars
What: The awards show 
faced its lowest viewership 
since 2009, as Birdman 
won Best Picture, Julianne 
Moore won Best Actress 
and Eddie Redmayne won 
Best Actor.
When: Sunday, 
February 22
Where: Hollywood

Greek Bailout 
Extended
What: Creditor’s allow for 
a four-month extension to 
Greece’s bailout. Allowing 
Greece to implement 
change while afloat. 
When: Tuesday, 
February 24
Where: Athens, Greece

Marijuana 
Legal in AK.
What: Alaskans now 
hold the right to legally 
possess up to one ounce of 
marijuana, grow 6 plants, 
and keep the product from 
said plants.   
When: Tuesday, 
February 24
Where: Juneau, Alaska

Uninsured 
Rate Hits Low
What: Only 13.8% of 
Americans do not have 
health insurance, in part 
due to the implementation 
of Obamacare.
When: Tuesday, 
February 24
Where: Washington, DC

American 
Kidnapped
What: An American 
woman working as a 
Christian missionary was 
kidnapped in Nigeria. It is 
currently unknown who is 
responsible.
When: Tuesday, February 
24
Where: Emiworo, Nigeria

1 Oscar winners John 
Legend, Patricia Ar-
quette, and Graham 

Moore used their acceptance 
speech as a platform to speak 
out on issues facing the nation.

2Soon after Brian Wil-
liams faced charges of 
fabricating his journal-

istic experiences, Bill O’Reil-
ly of Fox News is fighting 
claims that he exaggerated 
his war experience. 

3ISIS reportedly abducted 
at least 90 people from 
Syrian villages. Those 

taken primarily came from the 
Assyrian Christian minority.

THE WIRE

Basketball 
Makes Playoffs
By David Smith

The team qualified for the 
postseason for the first 
time with the new four-
team playoff system.

THE WIRE

Shakespeare 
with a Twist
Media Release
Juliet and Desdemona, 
somewhat askew from their 
famous contexts, come 
together with Goodnight 
Desdemona.
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students’ welfare
“A sense of belonging is 

critically important to the psy-
chosocial well-being and aca-
demic success of all students, 
and especially to students who 
may see themselves as part of 
a marginalized group,” said 
Dueweke.

Dueweke also commented 
on how Kalamazoo’s student 
body has significantly changed 
over the years which makes 
challenges of inclusion more 
difficult for more members of 
the student body. 

“Since its founding, Ka-

lamazoo College has been an 
almost all white institution. It 
has also been an institution 
that has largely served middle 
to upper class students from 
Michigan. This has changed 
dramatically in recent years,” 
said Dueweke.

Unlike the two previous 
reports done to document 
student’s experience with  
race and ethnicity, #THE-
survey hopes to transform 
how the college understands 
the change in diversity by 
gathering more conclusive, 
quantitative, and qualitative 
data, that the task force can 
then use to make recommen-
dations to the President on 
how to take action. 

“It’s mostly been focus 
groups where we have had a 
chance to talk with students 
individually face to face about 
their experiences,” said Dean 
Westfall, “and what we know 
is that the college has become 
a lot more diverse in a lot of 
ways and that there are some 
students that still don’t feel 
fully at home here.” 

In order to measure stu-
dent’s opinions successful-
ly, the survey is comprised 
of long answer, experience 
based, rather than simple “yes” 
or “no” questions. 

Roxanna “Roxy” Mencha-
ca ‘15, a student member of 
the Belonging Task Force 
agreed that this aspect of the 

survey can better inform the 
college, and the recommen-
dations given to the President, 
on how to approach solving 
students’ difficulties with be-
longing on campus. 

“I think it is easy to click 
a button. A person can click, 
‘yeah I don’t feel like I 
belong,’ said Menchaca, “but 
in what ways, and in what ex-
periences make you feel that 
can contribute to how or what 
the recommendations will be. 
We will have more insight in 
how you can change things.” 

To this end, students will be 
prompted to answer the ques-
tions that focus on what cate-
gories they think are most rel-
evant to how they create their 

sense of belonging.
“Whatever seems to be 

salient for people that what 
we want to hear about,” said 
Westfall.

 One question the group is 
particularly interested in, is 
how a person’s multiple iden-
tities comes to influence their 
sense of inclusion. 

“We all have multiple iden-
tities all the time,” said West-
fall. “A question we are asking 
is do you feel that there is an 
aspect of your identity, or a 
facet of who you are that you 
feel you’ve had to minimize 
or shut down on campus.” 

The first of its kind on 
campus, the task force be-
lieves that taking the survey 

is a new opportunity for stu-
dents to express their chal-
lenges in belonging at Kalam-
azoo, that will have serious 
effects on adapting student 
life for the better.

“I would argue that student 
participation in this survey is 
of unusual importance because 
of where we are in our institu-
tional history,” said Dueweke. 
“We’re at a point where we 
need to figure out what kind 
of place K is going to be, and 
it will likely be fundamentally 
different from what it’s been.” 

The survey will be sent 
out to students by email and 
the deadline for submission 
is March 1st, the Sunday of 
eighth week. 

#THESURVEY FROM PAGE 1

Survey Intends to Reveal Personal Experience
FROM THE COVER
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Off Campus Housing Provides Alternatives

Erin Bensinger / Index

-limited meal plan and a 
double room, is $8,679 
for the year. Not including 
breaks, when residence halls 
are closed, this accounts for 
approximately 7 months. If 
a student finds off campus 
housing where one month 
costs $300 for rent, $25 
for heat and electric, $7 
for internet, $7 for water, 
and $150 for groceries, one 
month of off campus liv-
ing would cost $489. This 
would put the price for 7 
months at $3,423, which is 
$5,256 cheaper than living 
in the dorms.

“I’m paying a fraction of 
what a lot of my classmates 
are paying,” said Guz-
mán-Ortíz. “I’m really glad 
about that—God, I need that 
money.”

Despite that students who 
live off campus pay signifi-
cantly less, Jansma stresses 
that the College’s main goal 
in requiring first-year and 
sophomore students to live 
on campus is not to make a 
profit.

“[Room and board] is a 
source of income to the Col-
lege as well, but if it were 
a major source, we would 
build more residence halls 
and make people live on 
campus. The main source 
of revenue for the College 
is the tuition, which every 
student pays,” explained 
Jansma. “At the same time, 
we do need to keep the res-
idence halls filled. It’s very 
costly—imagine you’re 
heating a building, provid-
ing electricity and custodi-
al staff and everything to a 
building that’s half full. It 
costs just as much no matter 
how many people live there, 
and you’re not getting the 
revenue to pay for those re-
sources.”

Of course, there’s more 
to the appeal of off campus 
life than just saving money.  
Many students like having a 
living space that is not reg-
ulated by a Residential Ad-
visor.

“It was going to be my 
first time actually being in-
dependent and kind of living 
in a place where there was 

nobody to tell me what to 
do. I was excited,” said off 
campus sophomore Fran-
cisco Lopez about why he 
wanted to live off campus. 
Guzmán-Ortíz echoed the 
sentiment, adding, “Who 
doesn’t want a space that’s 
not directly connected to ac-
ademics, a place where you 
don’t have to think about 
school all the time?”

“It’s backed by a fair 
amount of research that 
shows that students who live 
on campus, at least in the 
first couple years, are more 
likely to persist to gradua-
tion. This is because they are 
in environment where they 
have easier access to re-
sources,” Jansma said, refer-
encing the findings in “How 
College Affects Students” 
by Pascarella and Terenzini. 
She explained that it’s easier 
for younger students to ad-
just to college academical-
ly when they have a clean 
space to live in, easy access 
to internet and food, and 
when they don’t have to ne-
gotiate with a landlord. “It is 
a residential college. We’re 
small, it’s a way to be part of 
the community.”

While sophomores who 
are living off campus this 
year are excited for the op-
portunity, many complained 
about the time frame in 
which they were given to 
seek out housing off cam-
pus.

“I just wish they would 
have planned this out better 
and had given us more time. 
We figured it out, and we 
have a house and it’s close 
to campus and it’s cheap and 
everything, but the stress it 
puts on you at first is like...
come on,” explained  Guz-
mán-Ortíz, whose house-
mate received the email Sat-
urday of 10th weekend. Both 
Guzmán-Ortíz and Whit-
comb are from Oregon and 
had plans to fly home soon 
after receiving the email.

Hernandez, who is from 
California, had a similar 
complaint. “I wish they 
could have told us way more 
in advance, because it would 
have given us much more 
time to organize this stuff 
and find a place to live.”

The late notice was not an 
ideal situation for Jansma 
or the Office of Residential 
Life, either. “In about May is 

normally when I receive the 
count for what the size of the 
first year class is going to 
look like. So usually before 
May I can’t make any sort of 
call about what our capacity 
is going to be in the residen-
tial system.”

Jansma says the major 
factors that go into deter-
mining how much room is 
in the residential system 
are the sizes of the classes 
required to live on campus 
and how many students are 
planning to be abroad for 
any given year. This year, 
the large sophomore class 
was a roadblock to accom-
modating all first-year and 
sophomore students on cam-
pus. Once Jansma realized 
that these factors would not 
allow enough space on cam-
pus to accommodate the two 
classes required to live on 
campus, she opened up the 
opportunity to juniors who 
planned to live in the resi-
dence halls.

“Around 60 [juniors] vol-
unteered and wanted to live 
off campus, which was won-
derful, but that still didn’t 
get us quite to the point 
where we needed to be to 

accommodate everyone,” 
explained Jansma. Tripling 
rooms in Harmon, as was 
done last year to accommo-
date the large Class of 2017, 
was not an option this year 
because the hall was already 
mostly filled with upperclass 
students. Asking seniors to 
move off campus was also 
not an option, Jansma said.

According to Jake Lem-
on and Laura Riegger, the 
Area Coordinators for all 
Residence Halls on campus, 
asking seniors who chose to 
live on campus to leave was 
not an option, either.

“Seniority is a big part of 
it,” said Lemon about why 
seniors were not asked to 
leave before the opportuni-
ty was extended to sopho-
mores. “And the reason is 
that we feel like seniors have 
the opportunity to choose 
whether they feel like they 
should live on or off cam-
pus. Naturally they have the 
most priority to have those 
spots.” Riegger added that 
few seniors choose to live on 
campus anyway, and that the 
benefits to having seniors 
live on campus are that they 
are likely to follow the hous-

ing policies.
The only option left at this 

point, in Jansma’s eyes, was 
to allow a small number of 
sophomores to live off cam-
pus.

“That would make every-
body, I think, much happi-
er,” she said, “because you 
have some sophomores who 
want to live off campus who 
can move off, and that also 
helped us accommodate ju-
niors and seniors who want-
ed to be on campus. That’s 
how it played out.”

When asked how allow-
ing sophomores to leave the 
housing system has affected 
the community in the res-
idence halls, Riegger said 
that she hasn’t noticed too 
much of a change.

Now that the housing pol-
icy has changed to allow ju-
niors to live off campus all 
year, Jansma believes that 
this additional time given 
to plan their housing for the 
year will encourage more 
juniors to move off campus. 
Because of this adjustment, 
the Housing office does not 
expect that sophomores will 
ever be given the opportuni-
ty to live off campus again.

erin bensinger
copy editor

Relationships While Abroad: Are They Possible?

Study abroad: two famil-
iar words that have taken 
on such new meaning since 
applying to study in Cler-
mont-Ferrand, France a year 
ago. As I finish my time here, 
a new array of emotions 
comes to mind. 

There’s the feeling of af-
fection for this country, this 
language, and the people I’ve 
met here. There’s the remem-
brance of stress as I struggled 

to learn bus schedules and 
French customs. Then other 
feelings come to surface like 
those of distress and heart-
ache. I refer here to the fact 
that the country I’ve been 
living in for five months took 
me away from my Kamal.

Romantic relationships 
from abroad rarely work 
out, I was told. The distance 
kills you. You find yourself 
denying how special the re-
lationship was. You develop 
feelings for someone else. 
You occupy yourself so ful-
ly into your life abroad that 

it becomes a separate one. 
Whatever it is, it’s too hard to 
maintain the same feelings. 
I was terrified for the fate of 
our relationship. But now as 
my time here is coming to an 
end, I am so happy to con-
clude that it is indeed possi-
ble to maintain a relationship 
abroad. And I’ve some obser-
vations to share.

Firstly, you should not 
dread feeling heartsick for 
your partner. It may hurt, but 
it is, in fact, a good thing to 
be hurt. If you find yourself 
missing this person through-

out your entire study abroad 
experience, it means you 
are invested in that person. 
It means your feelings are 
not numbed by time and dis-
tance.

And there’s Skype. What 
a fantastic invention. I thank 
the creators. We have it easi-
er than generations before us; 
we can actually see our loved 
ones faces from thousands 
of miles away. Yet, after a 
bit, we start to detest it. We 
start to detest the computer 
screen. Inevitably, it is hard 
to remember there is an ac-

tual person on the other side; 
that is what can be harmful.

If you find it hard to em-
pathize with the image of 
the other person as, well, an-
other person, you can easily 
fall into saying words that 
you don’t mean. You have 
to catch yourself. You need 
to breathe and remember the 
importance of this person in 
your life.

Though I talked on Skype 
at least once a day, I was not 
drawn away from my enjoy-
ment of France or my travels 
elsewhere. It was my relief 

to come back and release all 
of my concerns, amazements 
and complaints to someone 
every day. And as long as I 
spent my time delving into 
what the country has to offer, 
I had so much to talk about 
that conversations never 
lulled.

My point is, it’s possible. 
It’s possible to maintain a 
relationship abroad without 
it being a detriment to your 
connection. Rather than dis-
tance us, the experience has 
become an obstacle that we 
succeeded to surpass.

sarah wallace
contributing writer

the paper’, ‘what do I have to 
know for this’, and so I could 
focus on what I found inter-
esting and what’s important 
for my development and my 
future,” said McCollum.  

McCollum looked into 
auditing Animal Psycholo-

gy with Lab last quarter as 
a way to take a course she 
desired to study since Fresh-
man year. “Especially with K 
when it’s really difficult to get 
into classes, it gave me the 
opportunity to learn the ma-
terial and do the labs without 
having to take the class.” 

Auditing courses can also 

assist students who need to get 
ahead or become more famil-
iar in a subject to prepare for 
an upcoming test, such as the 
GRE. In preparation for the 
GRE, Maggie Clevenger’15 
is auditing Advances Genet-
ics to better learn the required 
material. 

“There is a GRE test that is 

a subject test that is about one 
third genetics,” said Cleveng-
er. “It’s a huge stress off your 
back to be able to go to class 
and take notes and process it 
without having to worry about 
cramming, so it is a different 
experience in the classroom,” 

After Clevenger’s expe-
rience auditing she regrets 

not taking advantage of the 
option earlier in her Kalam-
azoo College career. 

“If I had audited psycholo-
gy classes or business classes 
or philosophy I would prob-
ably have a lot more people 
who would be willing to write 
letters of recommendation or 
had advised to go to different 

conferences,” said Clevenger.  
As a way to branch out and 

take to heart K’s liberal arts 
structure, auditing can allow 
students to move more fluidly 
between subjects and interests 
said Baehr. 

“Aristotle would be im-
pressed, its human flourish-
ing.”

AUDITING FROM PAGE 1

Auditing Courses Allow for Freedom, Less Stress

A photo of the “Lovell Shack,” where Shelby Tuthill ‘17 (pictured) and her housemates moved after leaving campus housing.
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Two Sides to the FCS Mission Trip

It’s common knowledge that 
college students are stressed. 
Here at K, we like to compare 
our stress levels– the “Stress 
Olympics,” if you will. While 
many of us wear our high levels 
of stress as badges of pride, it 
has has several negative con-
sequences.

Besides the obvious, very 
well known consequences 
of too much stress, such as 
sleep deprivation, distorted 
eating patterns, and a decrease 
in overall happiness, recent 
studies have shown that this 
increasing stress culture is cre-
ating an epidemic of mental 
health crises on campuses.

Diagnoses of depression and 
anxiety among college students 
have been on the rise since the 
1980s: one survey done in 2013 
found that 57 percent of women 
and 40 percent of men report-
ed having experienced “over-
whelming” anxiety in the past 

year, and 33 percent of women 
and 27 percent of men reported 
feeling so depressed that they 
couldn’t function.

More studies suggest that 
between a quarter and a third 
of students meet the criteria for 
anxiety or depression during 
their college experience.

Lifestyle habits – such as 
eating patterns, sexual activi-
ty, sleeping, and drinking – are 
also negatively impacted by 
stress. Sleep deprivation, dis-
ordered eating, alcohol abuse, 
and high risk sexual behaviors 
are on the rise among college 
students. While this could be 
due to a more liberal atmo-
sphere towards sex, drugs, and 
rock ‘n’ roll on college cam-
puses, they are all becoming 
outlets for stress.

Can the stressful and com-
petitive atmosphere of college 
contribute to this “mental health 
crisis?” Considering the evi-
dence, it seems entirely pos-
sible. 

There is increasing pressure 

on students today to succeed 
and distinguish themselves 
from their peers. At a small 
school like K, a place of highly 
accomplished individuals and 
where everyone knows every-
one’s business, the desire to 
compare your achievements 
with those of your peers can add 
to an unhealthy level of stress. 

And indeed, there’s the 
aforementioned “Stress Olym-
pics:” students compete with 
one another to see who can 
attain the renowned title of 
“most stressed.” If you aren’t 
stressed “enough,” well, you 
have no reason to complain.

Stress can be managed, 
though, so it’s not all bad. 
Taking days off, having good 
time management skills, and 
always saving some time to 
take care of yourself can sig-
nificantly reduce your stress 
levels. 

Doing your best is always 
good, but how good can it be 
if you’re destroying yourself 
in the process?

emaline lapinski
index staff writer

Stress: College’s Mental 
Health Epidemic

PRO

CON

The Fellowship of Chris-
tian Students will be taking 
a mission trip to serve an or-
phanage in Quito, Ecuador. 
While the trip’s participants are 
coming from a background of 
privilege, this trip can benefit 
both the K College participants 
and the people they plan to 
serve in Ecuador. 

I do believe that there is and 
should be equality between all 
human beings. On account of 
this, I think it is best for the K 
community to view mission 
trips as mutually beneficial ex-
perience because these individ-
uals want to serve and further 
practice their faith. 

An orphanage in a foreign 
country, just like any orphan-
age, can benefit from extra 
help, and I’m sure the orphans 
they meet will love to have 
visitors. 

While it is true that the com-
munity of Kalamazoo and their 
own hometowns could also 
benefit from their service, these 
individuals have made service 
in their own communities and 
are trying to spread it past the 
borders.

The Bible does say to “go 
into all the world,” so it seems 
perfectly plausible to now 
reach out beyond their com-
munity to offer the same type 
of help they would give to their 
local charity.

Just how business or eco-
nomics have an international 
perspective, mission groups 
shift a portion of their reli-
gious faith and practice to an 
international service perspec-
tive. I think mission trips are 
coming from a place of reli-
gious devotion and with an 
equal respect for humanity. 

It is important that the K 
community gives everyone a 

chance to practice their faith 
freely. These students simply 
want to help. They are not 
harming anyone. 

The participants are prac-
ticing their religion in a way 
that resonates with them, and 
I do not think that it deserves 
any negativity. This religious 
stu-org is not trying to be a 
“white savior”, but wanting to 
expand and deepen their reli-
gious faith and practices by of-
fering services that they would 
be willing to do for anyone or 
any charity.

You’ve seen it on at least 
one friend’s Facebook profile 
picture:  the young, white 
girl smiling happy with three 
brown children surrounding 
her.  Of course, she went abroad 
to spread the word of God and 
use her faith to help these com-
munities.

So, with her cape draping 
behind her and a giant “WS” 
plastered on her chest, white 
women like her have traveled 
across continents to save the 
world.

As a white person, I can 
admit that mission trips, similar 
to the one the Fellowship of 
Christian Students is going 
on, were something I used to 
consider valiant. However, 
looking deeper into the process 
shows how problematic these 
trips can be.

Not only is participating 
in these events unhelpful for 
lasting change, but it is also 
incredibly racist.

While at first glance these 
people seem to be doing great 
deeds for the world, in reality, 
they are part of a destructive 
unit known as volunteerism, 
perpetuated by the white savior 
complex.

The white savior complex 

is this idea that white people 
have an obligation to go to 
foreign countries and save all 
of the black and brown chil-
dren from the lives they were 
born into.

Volunteerism is a large in-
dustry, consisting of 1.6 million 
volunteers, most of whom are 
20- to 25-year-old women, 
spending approximately $2 
billion a year, according to an 
NPR article.

The combination of these 
two concepts provides white 
women with a chance to con-
vince themselves they are being 
charitable and caring, when 
instead they are doing more 
harm than good. 

Instead of providing any 
lasting help for these commu-
nities, they leave a few weeks 
later with a few pictures and 
no true change. These trips are 
used by white people, typical-
ly unintentionally, to feed their 
perceived superiority complex 
over the POC community.

If these people really wanted 
to make a difference in the 
lives of these children, then 
providing financial aid to not-
for-profit organizations on the 
ground or facilitating programs 
to raise awareness are where 
they are best suited. 

This way, the countries 
themselves can organize the 
change, not be pushed there 
by the colonialist ideas of the 
white savior.

We as white people need to 
stop looking at mission trips 
as a way to use our privilege 
to benefit the black and brown 
community, when in reality the 
trip is all for us.

White volunteers: take off 
the capes, open your eyes, and 
realize that going to Ecuador 
for a week is not charitable, 
but instead is perpetuating the 
idea that white people are here 
to save the day.

CON
By Emily Pizza

PRO
By Janelle Grant

Letter to 
the Editor

BRONTE PAYNE 
ASIA MORALES

“Konsciousness” Seeks to Understand Race
Racial tensions are running 

high throughout the country 
today and it has been a long 
time coming. Race and eth-
nicity appear to be topics on 
the minds of many as we read 
headline after headline about 
police brutality in communi-
ties of color, racially-themed 
parties on college campuses, 
and heated debates on immi-
gration reform. Despite the 
widespread (and extremely 
inaccurate) belief that we are 
living in a post-racial, color-
blind America, the discussion 
on race and ethnicity in our 
country has been reignited. 

This discussion has since 

reached our college on the 
hill. As seniors, we have seen, 
heard, and personally discussed 
what we believe to be increas-
ing racial tensions on campus. 
It is a fact that our college con-
stitutes a space in society where 
we can have a variety of posi-
tive experiences that facilitate 
growth. It is also a fact that stu-
dents of color on this campus 
have intense, frustrating, and 
in some cases painful experi-
ences having to do with race 
and ethnicity.  There has been a 
severe lack of space on campus 
for all students, regardless of 
race or ethnicity, to talk with 
each other about these expe-

riences outside of an academ-
ic context. As a result, these 
important conversations are 
happening all around campus 
behind closed doors. 

Our closed-door conversa-
tions turned into this indepen-
dent study. 

With the encouragement 
and support of the brilliant 
Dr. Shanna Salinas, we have 
been working to create a space 
where we as a community can 
come together for what we 
believe to be a conversation 
long overdue. The forum, enti-
tled “Konsciousness,” will be 
a structured discussion open to 
all students, faculty and staff. 

The format of this space will 
be what is commonly known 
as a “fishbowl” on a larger 
scale. Student voices will form 
the center, while faculty and 
staff will form a silent audi-
ence. We believe this format 
will emphasize that this is a 
space for students to share 
with one another openly and 
to ask questions, not only of 
each other but of this institu-
tion. However, faculty and staff 
are also important members of 
this community. As such, we 
invite them to listen and to pose 
their own questions. We feel 
strongly that this will serve as 
an opportunity for faculty and 

staff, new and long-standing 
members, to hear what stu-
dents are talking about and 
what students are experienc-
ing on this campus outside of 
the classroom and the office. 

We hope that in this way, 
your closed-door conversa-
tions can become communi-
ty conversations. 

Based on a focus group held 
during 6th week, which in-
cluded students, faculty, and 
staff, we have developed a list 
of topics deemed important 
by students on campus. Cur-
rently these include conversa-
tions on who has the capacity 
to be racist and diversity issues 

within the classroom across 
all departments. However, we 
strongly encourage students, 
faculty, and staff to contact us 
with any important topics they 
would like to be discussed in 
this space. 

“Konsciousness” will be 
held Wednesday of 9th week 
(March 4) in Hicks Banquet 
Hall at 7:00 p.m. For any ques-
tions, concerns, or topic sug-
gestions, please contact Asia 
Morales (k11am04) or Bronte 
Payne (k11bp01).

We hope to see you all there.

Bronte Payne and Asia Morales 

are K seniors.
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I have never been a strong swimmer.  My aquatic 
career came to a very abrupt halt during my preteen 
years when I decided that struggling to stay afloat in 
deep water was simply not for me, regardless of how 
many flotation devices I used (not that it was really much 
of a career at all).  In my youth I would often envision 
myself as Michael Phelps when I entered a body of water 
which, looking back on it, would have been very accurate 
if Michael Phelps had been a short, scrawny 11-year-
old who had more business playing linebacker in the 
NFL than in the water.  Because of all this, I thought it 
would only be appropriate to hit the pool and challenge 
Kalamazoo swimmer Cam Wasko ‘15 to a race.

Cam has enjoyed a storied career at Kalamazoo 
College as he completed his senior season this past 
weekend when the Hornets placed second in the MIAA 
Championship.  Cam finished in an outstanding fifth 
place in his top stroke, the 200-yard backstroke, at 
the Championships with a time of 1:56.27.  He also 
contributed to the Hornet’s 200-yard freestyle relay 
MIAA championship as well as a third place finish in 
the 400-yard relay.  While all these flashy stats may 
be impressive, I felt as if I would surprise myself in 
this challenge and achieve a close result, despite my 
ineptitude in the water.  It was a feeling that did not last 
very long.

Cam and I squared off in the K College Natatorium, 
which I had completely forgot existed until Cam 
reminded me that we do, in fact, have a pool.  The race 
would be a 50-yard sprint (down-and-back) with butterfly 
on the way down, and Cam’s favored backstroke on 
the way back.  As we climbed atop the starting blocks, 
Cam in his speedo and Kalamazoo swimming cap, me 
in my borrowed goggles and Hawaiian swim trunks that 
used to be my dad’s, I felt some of my old, pool-related 
insecurities began to resurface again.  All I could think 
about in that moment was about all the things that I 
would do for a life jacket. 

We took off and began the first length of our race.  As 
Cam entered the water gracefully, I took a face-full of 
water that nearly knocked my goggles off my face.  I 
struggled through the butterfly stroke but as I reached the 
turn, I felt as if I might at least have a chance to salvage 
some dignity.  Not at all the case.  

As I began the backstroke, I peaked up to check Cam’s 
position and saw him resting on the opposite wall, having 
already completed the race, and laughing hysterically 
at me.  Although I was no natural in the water, I had 
completely underestimated how fast Cam was.  At least 
I must have set a pool record for the first swimmer to be 
lapped in a 50-yard race.

Cam was a very good sport about his victory, offering 
words of encouragement and praising my effort and 
heart.  The fact of the matter is that by the time I finished, 
I was less concerned about the humiliation I had suffered 
and more concerned about the aching throughout my 
lungs and entire body for that matter.  Although I may 
have lost my matchup with Cam, I am just thankful 
that my life does not involve waking up at 5:30 and 
swimming over ten times the distance of the race I had 
just swam.

SPENCER
VS

By Spencer Macdonald

Photos by Robert Manor

ATHLETES: 3      SPENCER: 0
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The Basketball Playoff Preview

The women’s Basketball 
team went 10-6 in the MIAA 
this season thanks to the solid 
overall team play and hustle 
shown on the court throughout 
the season. This high level of 
play clinched third place for 
the Hornets and allowed them 
to make the playoffs for the 
first time under head coach 
Katie Miller. 

Their next opponent is Hope, 
who went 14-2 in the MIAA, 
and is nationally ranked elev-
enth by the NCAA Division 
III coaches’ poll. The Hornets 
will take on Hope on Febru-
ary 25 in the first round of the 

playoffs. The women faced 
Hope twice during the regular 
season. Hope won both of 
those contests, but they were 
very close games in which 
either team could have come 
out on top.

Coach Miller and the team 
have not been to the postsea-
son before, and are excited to 
be going to their first playoff 
game. 

The Hornets have had great 
success on the defensive end 
of the floor this year with their 
outstanding hustle. They are 
third in the league in points 
allowed per game with 61.4, 
trailing only Hope and Calvin. 
Not only that, the Hornets also 
held opponents to a mere 35.1 

shooting percentage, which is 
second in the league. They are 
also second in blocked shots 
as a team, and are led by Perri 
Nicholson ’15 who is third in 
the league averaging 1.64 per 
game. The Hornets are also 
third in steals per game, led by 
Kelsey Adamski ’16 and Nich-
olson, who are tied for second 
in the league at 2.20 per game. 
They will need another strong 
defensive performance against 
Hope to achieve victory.

Not only has their defense 
been outstanding, the Hornets 
have also been successful on 
offense. They average just over 
67 points per game, putting 
them fourth in the league. 
Adamski leads the team 

with 11.6 points per game, 
followed closely by Emily 
Lindsay ’15 who averages 
11.5 points per game. Adamski 
also leads the league in assists 
this season, dishing out 4.4 a 
game. Combine their offense 
and defense and you get a 
well-rounded team that will 
need their best against Hope.

The game is Wednesday, 
Feb. 25 at Hope at 7:30 p.m. 
Free transportation will leave 
campus around 6:00 p.m. 
and return to campus at ap-
proximately 10:30 p.m. The 
women will appreciate all of 
the campus support as they 
try to reach their first ever 
MIAA Tournament Champi-
onship Game.

The team sitting for a group photo in anticipation of their trip to the playoffs.

Not every collegiate athlet-
ic program is lucky enough to 
have a nationally ranked indi-
vidual athlete, but with soph-
omore tennis star Branden 
Metzler, K is one of those 
lucky institutions.

Metzler is originally from 
Rockford, Ill. where he at-
tended and played tennis 
at Rockford Auburn High 
School. After being a highly 
sought after tennis recruit, 
Metzler chose K because of 
the historic tennis program 
and the rigorous academ-
ic curriculum. “You get the 
best of both worlds [academic 
and athletic] here, you don’t 
get that other places,” says 
Metzler.

On the court he plays one 
singles for the Hornets, and 
sometimes two doubles as 
well. He plays right-hand-
ed and uses a two-handed 
backhand to hit dominating 
groundstrokes throughout his 
matches. When Metzler plays 
doubles he gets to showcase 
his intelligent skillset at the 
net with stunning volleys as 
well as his powerful serve.

In his short time at K he 
has already helped the men’s 
tennis team keep their con-
ference championship streak 
alive at 76 straight years. 
Last year he was also named 
MIAA MVP as a freshmen 
and held a conference record 
of 5-0 in singles and 5-0 in 

nick marsh
index staff writer

Getting to Know 
Your Hornets: 

Branden Metzler 
doubles. Metzler qualified 
for and competed at NCAA 
Division 3 Singles Champi-
onships in Claremont, Calif. 
before finishing the season 
ranked number 31 nationally.

Even though he’s only ex-
perienced one full season 
on K’s tennis team, Metzler 
still has plenty of memories 
with his teammates and his 
coach. “We were happy the 
streak went on last year,” says 
Metzler. “Coach trusted me 
and let me play one singles 
as a freshmen, it gave me a 
lot of confidence.”  

Despite his commitment to 
his sport and his teammates, 
he still finds a way to enjoy 
Kalamazoo College away 
from the courts.

He is a double major in 
chemistry and economics, 
and is very interested in pur-
suing business pharmaceuti-
cals some day. “Fiscal Policy 
[with McKinney] is one of 
my favorite classes so far,” 
he says. “I learned a lot from 
that and my freshman seminar 
Who are the Samurai.” 

Metzler is a go-getter type 
of guy, not just in school and 
sports, but in life as well. In 
fact, he’s been one since he 
was a lot younger. “One time 
when I was little and fishing 
with my dad, a fish pulled 
my pole into the water and 
I jumped right in to get my 
pole back,” says Metzler re-
membering this favorite child-
hood memory that shows his 
go-getter spirit. 

david smith
index staff writer

Men’s Tennis Team Finds its Rhythm

The men’s tennis team 
started their year off with 
a remarkably close loss to 
nationally ranked Aquinas 
College, but have since won 
three straight matches. Their 
win over Wabash on Saturday 
indicated that the Hornets are 

back on track to their com-
petitive goals. 

“We played Aquinas 
first, they were nationally 
ranked and they swept us in 
doubles,” said Coach Mark 
Riley ’82.  “Our doubles play 
needed to get better and that’s 
what we’ve been practicing a 
lot lately.” This early season 
hiccup in doubles play could 
be because the team has nine 
underclassmen that aren’t 
necessarily accustomed to 
the importance of doubles 
in collegiate play yet.

“In high school there’s 

extra importance in singles, 
but in college a doubles win 
is equivalent to a singles 
win,” says Riley. 

Despite the early season 
5-4 loss to Aquinas, the 
team has worked hard in 
practice and displayed only 
winning efforts since. These 
efforts include an 8-1 win 
against Ohio Wesleyan, a 
9-0 win over Wis.-Oshkosh 
and most recently a 6-3 win 
over Wabash.

The win over Wabash re-
quired a strong effort from 
all team members and total 

focus, as there was a strong 
outside distraction in Monte 
Carlo happening later Satur-
day night.

The Wabash match was 
also a good indication of the 
team’s development because 
they came from behind to 
win. “We lost some doubles 
matches, but we showed a 
lot of fight. Which I really 
like,” said Riley on his team’s 
comeback effort.

After going down 2-1 in 
doubles, the Hornets re-
sponded quickly through 
singles victories by Branden 

Metzler ’17 (6-1, 6-3) and 
David DeSimone ’15 (6-2, 
6-1). Riley says experi-
enced players like Metzler 
and DeSimone offer good 
guidance to the younger guys 
who are still adapting to the 
constant high level of play.

“We always get the other 
teams’ best because they 
know of our legacy here,” 
says Riley. However, he says 
his team relishes the best of 
the best competition because 
it really prepares them for 
their season goals towards 
nationals. The Hornets have 

four nationally ranked teams 
left on their schedule this 
season, including number 
four-ranked Emory who they 
will play over spring break. 

The men’s tennis team 
gets their MIAA confer-
ence schedule underway on 
April 4 when they take on 
Albion. At that time their 
focus will be back on keeping 
the streaks alive, including 
76 straight MIAA Champi-
onships and participation 
in the national tournament 
every year since its incep-
tion in 1976.

nick marsh
index staff writer

After a narrow defeat, 
the men responded 

with three straight wins 
in match play

Kalamazoo Sports 
Information

Commission since the fall of 
her freshman year and doesn’t 
believe her time on StuComm 
has been a waste. She also ex-
pressed that Student Com-
mission doesn’t cause change 
on campus. She said change 
instead comes from students up-
rising and organizing together.

Emily Sklar didn’t make her 
reason for leaving StuComm 
public but she expressed similar 
sentiments.

“StuComm has let me learned 
how the administration works,” 
said Sklar. “It doesn’t give 
power but gives knowledge.”

During the meeting many 

other Commissioners expressed 
the belief that StuComm isn’t 
involved with Student Organi-
zations (StuOrgs) or the student 
body.

“People from other StuOrgs 
come the to meetings just for 
budget request,” said Commis-
sioner Srah Bragg’17. “Students 
don’t trust us, we need to build 
trust within student body.”

First Year Commissioner 
Kate Liska expressed that other 
StuOrgs don’t feel comfort-
able coming to StuComm and 
that some committees, such 
as Multicultralism and Diver-
sity, deserve more attention 
than others.

Commissioner Andrew 

Kaylor ‘17 said that StuComm 
has created some change even 
though it won’t be the most 
meaningful for diversity and 
multiculturalism issues.

“Change is being made 
for campus on a whole,” said 
Kaylor. “Small things have hap-
pened and big things as well.”

Secretary of Student Affairs 
Mele Makalo ‘15 said that the 
Student Commission has con-
stant turnover and allows her 
to work with new groups of 
people, unlike other leadership 
positions. She also said she can 
still speak with the administra-
tion and cause change in groups 
outside of StuComm.

“What does it mean to be 

on StuComm? I still don’t 
know,” said Makalo. “I know 
that power exists, but I’m not 
sure how to utilize it.”

Commissioner Will Guedes 
’15 also expressed the idea that 
individuals within StuComm 
are trying to create change in-
dividually and they don’t neces-
sarily need StuComm to do so.

With everyone discussing the 
Commission’s role, Secretary of 
Communications Skylar Young 
‘15 noted that for StuComm to 
change its structure, it would 
have to change itself fundamen-
tally. This led Bragg to bring up 
the idea of StuComm being an 
anti-racist organization.

“Some Commissioners let 

power go to their head,” said 
Bragg. “We need to represent 
all the students—not just some 
of them.”

Many Commissioner then 
discussed the ways StuComm 
can work collectively with 
within itself as well as with 
other StuOrgs.

“Having people who are an-
ti-racist isn’t going to make 
the structure less racist,” said 
Young. “Coalitions of people 
that work together do.”

Emily Sklar proposed that 
each Commissioner serves as 
a representative for each Stu 
Org so that they can commu-
nicate among each other better.

Brown hopes that this situ-

ation doesn’t create fear—the 
large problem she cited exist-
ing within white-dominated 
power structures.

“That’s the issue with white 
supremacy power instead of ad-
dressing structural issues they 
just cover it up by saying they 
won’t do a bad thing again,” 
said Rian.

President Cameron Goodall 
’15 hopes the Commission re-
flects the will to create change 
and the efficacy to critically 
evaluate themselves.

“We need to be more ac-
countable among ourselves 
as a Commission for the sake 
of the student body,” conclud-
ed Goodall.

Commission Vice President, Sec. of Records Resign 
During Monday’s Weekly Meeting

BRIEF FROM PAGE 1
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Commission Considers Restructuring
Citing a need for more 

active inclusion, the 
Student Commission 
reflects on their place 

on campus

“The Student Commission (StuComm) Executive Board met last Monday to discuss with the general commission about dissolving and rebuilding their current 
structure to include more of the student body.”

STUCOMM on page 2

The Student Commission 
(StuComm) Executive Board 
met last Monday to discuss 

with the general commission 
about dissolving and rebuild-
ing their current structure to 
include more of the student 
body.

“If we continue to utilize 
the constitution and by-laws 
as something that guides 
StuComm, I think it’s best to 
rid StuComm,” said Makalo. 
“There’s no need for the con-
stitution or Robert’s Rules 
because we’re the ones that 

gives it meaning and it quite 
frankly doesn’t mean much 
to the student body or to us.”

After former Vice President 
Rian Brown ’16 resigned last 
week, the Executive Board now 
consists of President Cameron 
Goodall ‘15, Secretary of 
Finance Amanda Johnson ‘17, 
Secretary of Student Affairs 
Mele Makalo ‘15 and Secre-
tary of Communications Skylar 
Young ’15.

Makalo attended last week’s 
campus meeting on safety 
and inclusion on campus and 
noticed many students wanting 
more community dialogue. 
Some students think of the 
Commission as a place that 
facilitates this dialogue.

“The work that we do should 
come out of genuine interest 
of the well-being of our peers

Robert Manor / Index

viola brown
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Guedes Qualifies for Diving 
Chamipionship
Senior diver Will Guedes’15 finished fourth 
in the 3-meter diving event and second in the
1-meter diving... PAGE 6  

feature
Meet the Owners of the 
Stuart Avenue Inn
It’s been said that innkeepers are obsessed 
with one of three things: the house, the food, 
or the people... PAGE 3
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Hornet Sports Recap
The Kalamazoo College Women’s Basketball 
team fell in the MIAA Semifinal game 
against the Hope College Dutch in Holland 
on February 25.  PAGE  6
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Dropping the Crystal Ball
After many conversations among the Ka-
leidoscope leadership, the organization as 
a whole, and a campus-wide forum, we as 
an organization, have decided... PAGE  4

CIP Offers 
Updates on 
Study Abroad 

Waiting to hear back from 
the Center for International 
Programs for a final decision 
can feel stressful. Associate 
Director for the CIP Mar-
garet Wiedenhoeft, Ph.D. 
and Peer Advisor Hannah 
Jones ’11, gave updates on 
the CIP’s timeline and some 
programs.

It’s noted that some stu-
dents believe many pro-
grams are over capacity. 
“I think it turned out a lot 
differently than what stu-
dents suspected,” said Wie-
denhoeft. Scotland, Den-
mark, and Japan (Waseda 
University) were said to be 
competitive. This is when 
a second option comes into 
play. Wiedenhoeft said that 
there are ample noncom-
petitive programs that can 

STUDY ABROAD

be used as a second option. 
Programs that could be sec-
ond options are: Thailand, 
Spain, France, Ecuador and 
Germany. “[They] will be 
open,” Wiedenhoeft said.

“It’s always a good idea to 
have a second option,” Wie-
denhoeft said.  “[If denied] 
we include a list of available 
programs on the letter. We 
look at the students’ tran-
script to see if there’s other 
programs based on their in-
formation that they qualify 
for.” 

Even if you think that 
you have a good shot of 
getting in, Senegal, Israel, 
and Kenya are examples of 
programs where the pro-
gram wasn’t at capacity, 
but circumstances caused 
for the programs to be can-
celled. Jones explained that 
Peer Advisors are resources 
for additional planning and 
questions. “We want to get 
you abroad if you want to 
go,” Jones said. 

According to Wieden

janelle grant
index staff writer

Sophomores wait to 
hear about decisions, 
ponder second choice 

locations

UPDATES on page 3
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Human of K: Joshua Daniel

Joshua Daniel’16, an aspir-
ing physician and a scientist 
who enjoys research, came to 
K for the Liberal nature of the 
college. Reflecting back, he 
realizes that he has “made lots 

of different, really interest-
ing friends and really unique 
experiences, and have had a 
really good time.” 

Daniel was first intrigued to 
do music in college. He later 
switched to a combination of 
Biology and Psychology and 
plays guitar on the side. 

“Freshman year, like two 
years ago, I had a band on 
campus with a couple kids in 
my year and we only played 
a couple shows but we would 
invite people to our practices 
in the basement of the FAB 
and play in front of a small 
audience; it was fun.” 

ATHLETE PROFILE

Stavropoulos 
Welcomes New 
Challenges 

Thania 
Stavropoulos ‘17 
is ready for the 

second season of 
Women’s Lacrosse

As spring sports are begin-
ning at K, there are few more 
excited for the season than 
sophomore lacrosse player 
Thania Stavropoulos ’17. 

“Everything I do with the 
team is so special,” said Stav-
ropoulos when she talked 
about how lacrosse season 
is finally here. She can now 
practice with and see her team-
mates everyday.  

She cherishes any time she 
spends with her teammates, 
both on and off the field. She is 
particularly fond of game time 
when she gets to score goals, 
but says the most reward-
ing part is playing defense. 
“Fielding and playing defense 
as an attacker, being able to 
give my teammates a break is 

just so gratifying,” says Stav-
ropoulos.

Last season, Stavropoulos 
scored nine goals and had 
three assists in the Hornets’ 
maiden season as a varsity 
team in the MIAA. Being a 
member of the first varsity 
team in any sport can be frus-
trating, but Stavropoulos says 
that getting out those initial 
kinks just took a bit of time. 
Now she hopes all the team’s 
hard work will start paying 
off. The Hornets beat Defi-
ance 14-1 Friday, giving an 
early insight to the strides they 
have made since last season. 

Stavropoulos comes from 
Bloomfield Hills, Mich. where 
she attended and played la-
crosse for Andover High 
School. Outside of her love 
for lacrosse she has also loved 
music her whole life, so much 
so that her ultimate dream is 
to one day be an opera singer. 
Music is one of the main 
reasons she ended up at K.

“I applied for the ELA 
scholarship with singing and 
I got it,” says Stavropoulos. 

nick marsh
index staff writer

PROFILE on page 3
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CAMPUS

 LEADERSHIP on page 3

Leadership 
Positions 
Become 
Availible

elyse kaplan
index staff writer

With Winter Quarter 
quickly coming to a close, 
Kalamazoo College students, 
faculty, and staff are all start-
ing to prepare for the 2015-
2016 school year. For many 
campus departments, this 
means filling student leader-
ship positions, a process that 
began on February 23. 

This year’s available posi-
tions are: Admission Intern, 
CCPD Career Associate, 
LandSea Leader, CIP Peer 
Advisor, CIP International 
Student Peer Mentor, Peer 
Leader, President’s Student 
Ambassador, Resident As-
sistant, Sexual Safety and 
Support Alliance (S3A) Team 
Member, Interfaith Student 
Leader, Student Code of 
Conduct Hearing Panelist, 

A multitude of 
campus opportunities 

open to students 
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PHOTO OF THE WEEK

on the web The News in Brief THREE THINGS 
YOU SHOULD 
KNOW TODAYNetanyahu in 

Congress
What: The Israeli Prime 
Minister spoke to Congress 
on Iranian nuclear power 
after a personal invitation 
from House Speaker 
Boehner
When: Tuesday, 
March 3
Where: Washington, DC

Ferguson 
Discrimination 
What: The Department of 
Justice released a report 
that found the police 
department of Ferguson 
routinately violated laws 
while discriminating. 
When: Tuesday, 
March 3
Where: Washington, D.C.

House of Cards 
Premieres 
What: The complete third 
season of the hit Netflix 
show premiered last Friday 
at 3a.m., as many enjoyed 
binge-watching the political 
show within hours of its 
release
When: Friday, February 27
Where: Washington, D.C. 

Petraeus Pleads 
Guilty
What: The former CIA 
Director agreed to a deal 
to plead guilty to leaking 
classified information to his 
mistress during his time as 
Director.
When: Tuesday, 
March 3
Where: Washington, D.C.

Clinton Email 
Violation
What: The NYT revealed 
Former Sec. of State Hillary 
Clinton only used a private 
email while in office, 
inspiring questions about her 
transparency. 
When: Tuesday, 
March 3
Where: Washington, DC

DHS Funding 
Approved
What: Congress approved 
funding for the Department 
of Homeland Security.  The 
bill was passed without 
riders that would have 
challenged the President’s 
immigration policy.
When: Tuesday, March 3
Where: Washington, D.C.

1 Kalamazoo College’s 
Student Commission 
announced via Facebook 

that they are considering 
dissolving themselves. They 
will meet 3/9 at 8PM in the 
Hicks Banquet Hall to discuss 
their concerns with students.

2Apple sold the highest 
number of smartphones 
globally, overtaking 

Samsung for the first time 
since 2011. They had a profit 
of $18 billion. 

3Russians celebrated the 
life of murdered oppo-
sition politician Boris 

Nemtsov in Moscow. Many 
have accused the Russian gov-
ernment of involvement with 
his murder.

THE WIRE

Super Season 
Comes to Close
By David Smith

The defense of Hope Col-
lege proved overpowered 
for the women’s basket-
ball team, concluding their 
stellar season.

THE WIRE

House of Cards 
Review
By Graham Key

Key takes on the 
Underwoods and their 
blockbuster third season in 
a spoiler-ridden review. 

and [from] our community 
both within K and outside of 
K,” said Makalo.

During her time at K, 
Makalo created and strength-
ened relationships with various 
members of the community. 
She realized that each faculty 
and staff member holds power 
that influences the student ex-
perience in different ways. She 
mentioned the only way to 
enact change is when every-

one works collectively.
Secretary of Communica-

tions Skylar Young agreed. 
She said Makalo brought up 
the issues the Commission had 
in the past with other student 
organizations (StuOrgs), spe-
cifically M.E.Ch.A (el Movi-
miento Estudiantil Chicano y 
Chicana de Aztlán).

“The structure of StuComm 
is not working. This is not 
the first time something has 
been done about it. A stu-
dent-led recall orchestrat-
ed by M.E.Ch.A. two years 

ago sought to challenge this 
oppressive structure,” said 
Young. “We need to be re-
minded of this recent histori-
cal event because it should re-
invigorate current sentiments 
to dissolve as a body so as to 
create a commission that ac-
tually serves the goals we are 
seeking and create those goals 
through a coalition based ini-
tiative.”

Johnson said by dissolv-
ing the current structure of 
StuComm, a new structure 
(that relies on critical think-

ing, reflection and discussion) 
could be put in its place that is 
beneficial to the student body.

“StuComm needs to rid itself 
of the elitist perceptions. Get 
rid of the formal rules, they 
only exist for formality’s sake,” 
said Johnson.

She wants StuOrgs to know 
that the budget process will 
continue as normal and re-
quests are still being re-
viewed. The Commission is 
now looking at alternate ways 
to structure funds during this 
process of dissolving and re-

building. A notice will be given 
if a new budget structure is 
created.

Johnson said she has grown 
professionally and personally 
through her experience with 
StuComm, as it has allowed 
her to lead. But after joining 
StuComm, she has noticed 
most of her time spent with 
the Commission hasn’t been 
the most effective.

“StuComm has consumed 
a large amount of my time 
and that time consumption. 
I have sat in many meetings 

that could have been a three 
sentence email. Much of the 
work StuComm has done over 
the past few years has been 
busy work with little long-
term impact,” said Johnson.

President Goodall said he 
wants to see StuComm become 
more comprehensive of the 
student body. “The Com-
mission does not structurally 
require balanced representa-
tion across campus. Hopeful-
ly, whatever comes from this 
forms a demand for a collective 
voice from students,” he said.

STUCOMM 
FROM PAGE 1

Student Commission Considers Dissolving
FROM THE COVER
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Stuart Avenue Inn Offers Home-like Feeling

Courtesy of Stuart Avenue Inn

Editor’s Note: Tarnoff 
graduated from K in 2014.
This article has been updat-
ed.

It’s been said that inn-
keepers are obsessed with 
one of three things: the 
house, the food, or the peo-
ple. For Dana and Chris, the 
owners of the Stuart Avenue 
Inn, it is obvious which as-
pect they care most about. 
They let late risers sleep in, 
they are able to guess how 
big or small a guest’s ap-
petite is, they invite broke 
college students to come eat 
breakfast with their parents, 
and they are always up for 
a conversation over multi-
ple cups of coffee. No mat-
ter what, they are constantly 
making their guests the fo-
cal point of their business. 
As Dana puts it, “We look 
forward to people coming. 
They’re like relatives, but 
they’re not going to stay 
forever.” 

After hearing about and 
meeting some of their 
guests first hand, it’s clear 
why they feel this way. A 
few of the most memora-
ble include Boris, a Russian 
physicist who, every morn-
ing of his weeklong stay, 
smoked a cigarette in the 
parking lot while sitting in 
his underwear. Another one 
is a veterinarian from “far 
away” who, having never 
seen a squirrel, thought the 
animals climbing the pow-
er lines were red monkeys. 
And of course, their first 
guest, Dagmire, a very prop-
er and dignified petite mid-
dle-aged Austrian woman, 
who had been coming to the 
inn years before Dana and 
Chris bought it. During their 
first breakfast as innkeepers, 
Dagmire gave them the in-
side scoop on which faucets 
leaked, which rooms were 
drafty, and where the pipes 
clanked.

The beautiful blue green 
Victorian with pink ginger-
bread trim sits on the corner 
of Stuart Avenue and West 
Main Street, across from 
Kalamazoo College’s up-
perclassmen dorms. In fact, 
during the spring you can 
enter the property from the 
back gate and wind through 
the garden where weddings 
and other festivals are cel-
ebrated. Numerous trees 
shade the grassy lawn and 
bright flowers pop, which 
make a pleasing sight out 
the window for breakfasters. 
Dana garnishes her cooking 
with clippings from her herb 
garden that grows next to 
the old carriage house.

Once you reach the porch 
you can rest awhile on an 
array of rocking chairs and 
wicker sofas. Enter the 
house not through the mas-

sive wood carved doors but 
the side door; to your right 
is the kitchen and the back 
stairs; to the left is the grand 
staircase, two breakfast 
rooms and a large living 
room filled with beautiful 
yet comfortable antique fur-
niture. Books, newspapers, 
and magazines are neatly 
stacked on end tables, en-
couraging guests to relax 
with a mug of coffee or tea 
that are always available 
in the foyer. One breakfast 
room has multiple small 
tables for guests who want 
more privacy, and the oth-
er has one long rectangular 
dining table for guests who 
want to eat family style and 
get to know each other. 

Travel up either staircase 
and enter any door to find 
an impeccably decorated 
room, a comfortable queen 

or king sized bed, and a pri-
vate bath. Dana and Chris 
offer seven rooms in the 
house, including two suites 
for families or friends trav-
eling together, and three in 
the carriage house which 
are available for extended 
stays. The house is decorat-
ed with antique photographs 
of Dana and Chris’ families, 
candles, and sculptures, but 
not so much so that it is 
cluttered or overwhelming. 
Dagmire appreciates that 
unlike some other bed and 
breakfasts, they are classy, 
not frilly, and that there is 
enough room for her to put 
her own belongings with-
out having to shove over a 
bunch of trinkets.

Dana and Chris are both in 
their late 50s; Chris is usual-
ly wearing a shirt with paint 
speckled on the sleeves and 

khaki shorts that reveal red 
scratches on his muscular 
calfs from working in the 
yard. He stands over six feet 
tall, a burly ex-Marine with 
a potbelly and a salt and 
pepper beard.

After high school he 
joined the Marines and trav-
eled around the world, set-
tling in Hawaii for a short 
time. He then moved back 
to his hometown of Gran-
ite City, IL, across the river 
from Saint Louis, where he 
worked as a cabinet maker 
and construction worker. He 
now jokes that he’s a cham-
pion cheese shedder. He can 
usually be found picking 
weeds, sanding wood, paint-
ing the house or doing any 
other array of landscaping 
or repair tasks.

Dana’s domain is more 
social. She can be found in 

the kitchen experimenting 
with new recipes, preparing 
the rooms, or chatting with 
the newly arrived guests. 
She usually sports jeans 
and a sweatshirt with an old 
apron tied overtop, her read-
ing glasses stuck into her 
short and feathery greying 
hair. Years ago neither of 
them would have guessed 
that they would wind up as 
innkeepers.

“I was shanghaied by 
a woman passing out dog 
treats on a street corner in 
Saint Louis who lured me 
into a relationship,” Chris 
explained when describing 
how he got into inn keeping. 
Dana explains it differently. 
“The story...

jenny tarnoff
contributing writer

...conclude this story at 
www.thekzooindex.com

Sustainability Intern, and 
Kalamazoo College Fund 
Class Agent. 

An email about these leader-
ship positions went out to stu-
dents last Monday, and appli-
cation information can also be 
found on the Hornet Hive or at 
https://campus.kzoo.edu/lead-
ershipPositions/. All positions 

require a Joint Application 
Form with at least two refer-
ences from the campus com-
munity, as well as job-specif-
ic supplemental applications.  

Although candidate and ap-
plication requirements vary 
from position to position, all of 
these opportunities “demand a 
capacity for personal develop-
ment and positive peer interac-
tions, resulting in heightened 
interpersonal skills,” accord-
ing to the Student Leadership 

Application Center website. 
Several of the positions are 
also paid.

All of these roles are de-
signed to offer students a way 
to connect with the campus 
community and gain work ex-
perience—a claim that many 
current student leaders have 
found to be true. “The best 
part of this job is sharing 
stories with residents,” Marlon 
González ’17 said of his po-
sition as a Trowbridge Hall 

Resident Assistant. “Outside 
this job, I would have walked 
past a lot of amazing people.” 

For Alex Werder ’15, be-
coming a Peer Leader was 
an opportunity to shape the 
K experience for incoming 
students. “I decided to apply 
to be a Peer Leader because I 
remembered being a first year 
and the simultaneous feelings 
of excitement and freak-out 
that came with orientation,” 
Werder said. “I wanted to do 

my part to help make that 
process all about the excite-
ment for this year’s incom-
ing first years.”

Siwook Hwang ’17, a 
LandSea Leader, shared this 
sentiment. “I led LandSea to 
facilitate self-driven trans-
formations and reflections in 
the incoming students, just as 
my leaders had done for me,” 
Hwang said. “The experience I 
had leading LandSea still chal-
lenges me to push my limits 

and become a more compas-
sionate person.”

Student leadership positions 
require a great deal of dedica-
tion, however. “Orientation [as 
a Peer Leader] was the most 
exhausting thing I have ever 
done in my entire life,” Sa-
mantha Weaver ’17 said. “I 
am glad that I did it, because 
I found my Peer Leaders to be 
really helpful and wanted to 
provide that support system, 
but it was very intense.”

Leadership
From Page 1

Updates
From Page 1

ADVERTISEMENT

SAC and OSI would like to thank the following for their 
contributions to Monte Carlo 2015:

Business Prize Donors

-The Air Zoo
-Bella Patina
-Borgess Run for the 
Health of it
-Celebration Cinemas
-The Civic Theater
-College Bookstore

-Gorilla Gourmet
-Harding’s Family 
Markets
-Henderson Castle
-Honore Salon
-Identities Salon
-Kalamazoo Growlers
-Kalamazoo Institute of 
Arts

-Kzoo Swift
-Maurice’s
-The Nature Connection
-Paulette Riegger 
-Dance
-Pizza Hut
-Pop City Popcorn
-Smashburger
-The Station

-Studio Grill
-Suzanne’s Organics 
-Salon
-WMU Division of 
Auxiliary Services

Faculty / Staff Prize 
Donors

-Renee Boelcke
-Carol Cowper
-Shreena Gandhi
-Ann Jenks
-Jeff Moran
-Debra Stevens

Departmental 
Supporters

-Dining Services
-Facilities Management
-Mail and Copy Center
-Security
-Student Development

hoeft, the CIP cannot 
guarantee everyone who 
wants to go abroad will be-

cause of enrollment limita-
tions and language require-
ments, but they try their best 
to get people abroad. 

Wiedenhoeft cannot make 
any promises of when deci-
sions will be public because 

all program information 
goes out at once, and some 
applications may have some 
extenuating circumstanc-
es where students need to 
come in for additional re-
view. The CIP’s goal is to 

have decisions out by the 
end of Winter Quarter, and 
they note that having your 
decision before final exams 
is beneficial, but no concrete 
dates were able to be shared. 

Don’t be too stressed that 

it seems to be taking a long 
time to hear back from the 
CIP, they are just trying to do 
their job carefully and that 
takes time. “It’s important 
to live with that ambiguity 
because you’ll experience it 

abroad,” Wiedenhoeft said.
Jones stressed that the let-

ters will eventually come, 
“try not to stress.” The CIP 
is located in Dewing, and 
they welcome any and all 
questions.
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About a month ago, the 
nominees for the 87 Academy 
Awards were announced, re-
sulting in an uproar from the 
Internet. The fact that the 
acting nominees were all white 
and the directing, cinema-
tography, and writing nomi-
nees were all men made many 
people ask “What’s wrong with 
Hollywood?” I even took pen 
to paper and examined the pre-
dominantly male whiteness 
Hollywood seems to churn 
out year after year, despite the 
fact that America is growing 
more and more diverse.

This year’s Academy 
Awards had a strong social 
media presence, with viewers 
tweeting, reblogging, and up-
dating their Facebook statuses 
about the awards in real time. 

Whether it was The Rep-
resentation Project calling 

on the media to “#AskHer-
More” on the red carpet or 
Patricia Arquette demanding 
wage equality in an uplifting, 
although still problematic, ac-
ceptance speech, the Academy 
Awards this year were more 
about social justice than ever.

But this doesn’t mean 
women in Hollywood aren’t 
continuously thrown under 
the bus.

The Huffington Post listed 
some statistics about women’s 
inequality in Tinseltown: 
the majority of the Acade-
my’s voting members are 94 
percent white and 77 percent 
male, and of the 43 people 
on the board of governors, 
only six are women. In its 83 
year history, only one woman, 
Kathryn Bigelow,  has ever 
won Best Director, and re-
search from San Diego State 
University shows that in 2013, 
79 percent of the top 250 films 
had no female writers.

There is a severe represen-
tation problem in Hollywood, 
and I’m not just talking about 
who appears on the big screen. 
Exclusion happens behind 
the camera as well, and it’s 
pushing women and people 
of color further away from the 
glitter and gold of Hollywood.

When the incredibly diverse 
American public goes to the 
movies and only sees the 
stories of white men repre-
sented, it tells the American 
public that only the stories of 
white men are rewarded by 
box office success and gold 
statuettes.

There is a way to make Hol-
lywood take notice. Support 
movies that feature realis-
tic female characters, have 
diverse characters, or are made 
by women or people of color. 

Tell your friends about your 
mission and why you’re doing 
it. Get angry about it, and Hol-
lywood will listen.

emaline lapinski
index staff writer

Sexism in Hollywood is 
Not a Surprise

I am Not #UnsafeAtK: 
How to be a White Ally

The social media move-
ment #UnsafeAtK has brought 
up many issues ranging from 
concealed carry policies, the 
safety of students of color on 
campus, and the administra-
tion’s response to the issue.

While all of these things are 
incredibly important and need 
to be discussed, as a strong 
supporter of the #UnsafeatK 
movement, something that also 
needs to be addressed is the 
role of the white ally.

While it may seem unim-
portant at the moment, because 
our school is composed of an 
overwhelming majority of 
white students, it’s essential 
that we know how we can 
support the issues that many 
of us feel so strongly about.

It’s an important distinction 
that white people do not have 
the same role as people of 
color, and we should not, under 
any circumstance, attempt to 
take over their role.

We, as white students, are 
not #UnsafeAtK, at least not 

in the same respect that our 
fellow students of color are. 
That is the first, and most im-
portant part of being an ally in 
this situation. We need to ac-
knowledge this when talking 
to administration, our friends, 
or tweeting.

It’s reasonable, and frankly 
expected, to be furious over 
the events that transpired last 
week, and want to have your 
anger heard loud and clear.  
However, it is not appropri-
ate for white allies to become 
a spokesperson for this move-
ment, or any other movement 
about the struggles students of 
color face on campuses.

It is our job to listen. That is 
our number one objective. To 
listen to the stories of people 
of color and try and understand 
how the system that gives us 
privilege is racially oppressive. 
It is only after understanding 
this concept that we can work 
towards real change.

To that respect, it is not 
okay for white students to be 
the spokesperson for the op-
pression facing students of 
color, especially in the media. 

While you may be echoing 
their points, your voice is not 
the one that needs to be heard. 
What is okay is turning the 
spotlight onto the marginal-
ized voices that are so often 
ignored.

Our main job is to amplify 
the voices of students of color, 
go to protests, retweet com-
ments, and help their message 
get across in any way possible. 
We need to bolster their words 
and demands, not trample them 
with our own.

This can be done by direct-
ing members of the press who 
ask for comments to students 
of color, retweeting instead of 
making your own tweets, and 
going to protests as support-
ers, not instigators.

This is not an attempt to get 
white students to stop partici-
pating in issues dealing with 
students of color. In fact, this is 
the exact opposite; to amplify 
the voices of fellow students 
of color, to stand in solidarity 
with them, and make sure the 
administration knows that stu-
dents of color are still feeling 
#UnsafeAtK.

emily pizza
opinions editor

Dropping the Crystal Ball
After many conversations 

among the Kaleidoscope lead-
ership, the organization as a 
whole, and a campus-wide 
forum, we as an organiza-
tion, have decided to close 
the book on Crystal Ball. 

Students’ memories from 
past Crystal Balls are largely 
mixed. Some remember a fun 
dance with friends, but others 
have shared stories of stress, 
alienation, and discomfort. 
While the goal of Crystal Ball 
has always been to challenge 
ideas about gender identity, 
the event has played into a 
common misconception of 
drag - that people are sup-
posed to dress as the “oppo-
site” gender. Many trans stu-
dents and otherwise gender 
non-conforming members of 
K’s community are made un-
comfortable by this perpetu-
ation of the gender binary. 

At its origin, Crystal Ball 
was a much smaller event, put 
on by queer students to cel-
ebrate queerness and identi-
ty. We believe the event has 

strayed away from this at-
mosphere of celebration in 
order to appeal to the greater 
campus community. Kaleido-
scope, at its core, is an orga-
nization that strives to make 
Kalamazoo College a safe, 
comfortable, and welcoming 
space for queer students and 
Crystal Ball was not meeting 
that goal. For this reason, 
there will not be a Crystal 
Ball this year. 

However, Kaleidoscope 
is very excited to announce 
that this spring we will be 
hosting K's very first Pride 
Prom. Similar to Crystal Ball, 
Pride Prom will be a fabulous 
dance party open to all K stu-
dents. The dance will be held 
in Hicks, where there will be 
other fun activities and food 
available.

Unlike Crystal Ball, Pride 
Prom will not be a drag ball. 
Instead, the event will be a 
space where people can feel 
free to dress and present as 
they please. Be it present-
ing a different gender than 

usual, or simply getting all 
gussied up, Pride Prom will 
be a formal event encourag-
ing the expression of what-
ever identity makes attend-
ees feel the most comfortable 
and secure. Although we still 
encourage the challenging 
of gender norms and the ex-
ploration of gender expres-
sion at the event, we empha-
size that drag is no longer a 
main theme, and we would 
like to discourage students 
from dressing in drag just to 
put on a “costume”.

Kaleidoscope believes that 
Pride Prom will be a better 
and more welcoming space 
for queer students at K. We as 
an organization hope that the 
general campus will support 
our decision in attempting 
to make the event more in-
clusive. If you have any 
questions about Pride Prom, 
please contact Kaleidoscope 
members Dallas Pallone, Sara 
Gwen, Kate Ballew, Abby 
Lu, Drew Barna, and Audrey 
Negro.

Letter to 
the Editor

Patricia Arquette delivering her Oscar speech after receiving her award for Best Supporting Actress.
photo courtesy abc

General Tso’s chicken, taco 
salads, and Thai-style noodles 
are just some of the meals that 
students can pick up from the 
exhibition line: and that’s a 
problem.

In our dining hall, there is 
a specific section dedicated to 
non-”American” food, known 
as the “Exhibition Line”. 

The station provides a 
jumbled selection of “the 
other.” Whether it is tortelli-
ni or jerk chicken, there does 
not ever seem to be any rhyme 
or reason to the food selection. 
This aspect ties into the cul-
tural tourism and shows that 
tokenism is happening in our 
cafeteria.

What does it mean to take 
other cultures’ foods and place 
them on exhibition? The neg-

ative connotation, to me, is 
rather blatant.

We are picking and choos-
ing random cuisines from other 
countries and cultures without 
an understanding of the harm 
we are doing.

Most of American food and 
culture has been borrowed to 
the point where you become 
hard-pressed to find an Amer-
ican custom that has not at 
some point, intentionally or 
not, been appropriated from 
another culture. This does not, 
however, mean an active con-
sciousness against such a prac-
tice should not be attempted.

The ‘Exhibition Line’ is not 
necessary. We do not need a 
station from which we can 
quickly snatch a cuisine we 
cannot pronounce rooted in 
a culture we know almost 
nothing of. 

It may seem simple, but this 

act is perpetuating an accep-
tance of not understanding 
other cultures.

We look at the dish, if it’s ap-
petizing, and that is all the con-
sideration it will receive. The 
“Exhibition Line” is patting 
itself on the back for a job well 
done as it haphazardly exposes 
Kalamazoo College students to 
other cultures. What it really 
accomplishes is the tokeniz-
ing of another culture.

This is not an argument 
advocating for Americans to 
never try non-American food. 
The issue here is the idea of 
taking another culture and 
turning it into a novelty without 
respecting it or fully under-
standing it.

Exhibition is problematic, 
and dining services needs to 
question their reason for it in 
the first place, and whether 
its existence should continue. 

shelby long
index staff writer

The Exhibition Line 
Ostracizes Other Cultures

Last week, many of us met 
to discuss the anti-Semetic 
remarks posted on the Kon-
fessions page.  The result 
was a statement written by 
Arik Mendelevitz and sup-
ported by the signatories.  
Here it is:

In response to the recent 
antisemitic remarks made on 
the Konfessions Facebook 
page, we as members of the 
Kalamazoo College com-
munity stand in solidarity 
against any sort of antisem-
itism or other discrimina-
tory actions.  On a campus 
that values inclusion, plu-
ralism, and civility, antisem-

itism is, and will always 
be, wholly unacceptable 
and will not be tolerated, 
along with all other forms 
of prejudice and discrimi-
nation.  We are confident 
that our peers believe that 
antisemitism has no place 
at Kalamazoo College and 
that it should be opposed at 
every turn.  To best reinforce 
this, we ask you to include 
antisemitism in your dis-
cussions of discrimination 
and to stamp it out wherever 
you may see it rear its ugly 
head.  No group should be 
left out of the discussion.  
We have come a long way, 

but there is still much more 
work ahead of us.

Signed,
Arik Mendelevitz, Jewish 

Student Organization Pres-
ident, Valerie Alagon, Cory 
Gyulveszi, Caroline Sulich, 
Kenlana Ferguson, Sarah 
Westfall, Jingcan Zhu, 
Marquise Griffin, Sydney 
Troost, Lia Williams, 
Hannah Berger, Alyce Guen-
ther, Claudia Greening, Sara 
Babcock, Yajaera Ramierz, 
Sam Rood, Lauren Zehnder, 
Jeffrey Haus, Liz Candido, 
Kenneth Weiss, and Emily 
Levy.

Letter to 
the Editor

Responding to the Anti Semetic 
Comments of ‘Konfessions’
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SPENCER
VS

By Spencer Macdonald

Photos by Robert Manor

Throughout these past few weeks as I have watched 
my Spencer Vs. record slowly slip to 0-3, my 
confidence in my athletic ability has flat-lined to the 
point where I am unsure if it can be resuscitated.  It 
dawned on me that what I was missing was a winner’s 
mentality.  All the great athletes throughout history have 
been blessed with this sense of extreme confidence, this 
inability to lose, this winner’s mentality.  I had to have 
it if I wanted to remain competitive whatsoever in my 
next Spencer Vs. conquest.  However, after discovering 
that Dunham’s Sporting Goods does not carry winner’s 
mentality, I bought a bag of Doritos instead and began 
preparing for my next match up.

My most recent challenge brought me back to the 
hardwood floors of Anderson Athletic Center as I 
squared off against Kalamazoo College sophomore 
volleyball player and power-hitter Paige Johnson.  
Paige has been a critical player and starter for the 
Hornets from the minute she entered the program in the 
2013 season.  She is an incredibly versatile player as 
she has played outside hitter, middle, and even setter for 
Kalamazoo.  In 2014, she led the team in blocks (57) 
despite only being listed at five feet nine inches, and 
she boasts one of the most volatile and powerful spikes 
in the MIAA.  Even with this impressive resume, I was 
not as concerned as I probably should have been.  Every 
time the Olympics come around I never miss watching 
a volleyball match, so I think it is safe to say that I am 
somewhat of an expert on the game.

As it would be rather difficult to play one-on-one 
volleyball, Paige and I recruited the help of her fellow 
Hornet volleyball players, setter Camille Giacobone ‘18 
and outside hitter Kaela Van Til ‘17, to set up a hitting 
drill.  Paige would hit ten balls at me and I would then 
hit ten at her to see who would emerge with the better 
percentage of digs.  Spoiler alert, it wasn’t me.

Paige struck the ball with such ferocity that I was 
lucky to even come near the ball.  The one hit out of 
ten that I was able to dive and get an arm on left a 
bruise where the ball made contact and the feeling of 
being shot in the kneecaps from hitting the floor.  Paige 
seemed to be enjoying hitting at me, however, as her 
spikes kept increasing in speed and coming dangerously 
close to my face.

When it was my turn to hit, I thought I might be able 
to surprise Paige by putting a little extra power on my 
shots.  On my first hit that floated lazily over the net, 
Paige had enough time to camp under it, pitch a tent, 
cook up some hot dogs, and take a quick nap before she 
returned it.  Although I challenged her a little more after 
that, she was still able to dig eight of the ten balls I sent 
her way, trumping my feeble ten percent.  At this point, 
I really can’t say that I am surprised by another defeat 
but I figure that it really can’t get any worse.  They say 
that every loss and every setback makes you stronger, 
so going by that logic, I should be pretty damn strong.

ATHLETES: 4      SPENCER: 0

Since coming to K she has 
studied voice with Professor 
Jim Turner. She calls him her 

favorite professor at K, even 
going as far as saying “he’s a 
pretty cool cat.” She says that 
Turner always pushes her to do 
her best, and even though it’s 
difficult, in the end it’s very 
rewarding. 

Officially, Stavropoulos is 
a Political Science and Music 
double major with a minor in 
French. She has been speak-
ing French since she was little. 
She hopes to study abroad in 
Clermont. Her interest in po-

litical science is because she 
likes seeing how the world 
works from various viewpoints. 

Away from school and la-
crosse, Stavropoulos likes to 
visit Greece with her family. 
In fact, one of her most notable 

childhood memories came 
from a family trip to Greece 
when she was 11.

She had her appendix 
removed on this trip to Greece, 
however this intense incident 
wasn’t the largest disappoint-

ment of the trip. Thinking back 
on it, Stavropoulos says, “I 
couldn’t go to the water park 
because of getting my appen-
dix out, and I was finally tall 
enough to ride all of the rides. 
I was so mad.”

Profile
From Page 1
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Hornet Week in Review
Women’s Basketball Fell to the Dutchmen in the First Round of Tournament Play, but 

Both of the Tennis Teams and the Women’s Lacrosse Team Picked Up Wins

Women’s Tennis Singles Doubles Total
Kalamazoo (4-1) 5 3 8
Luther (9-3) 1 0 1

Hornet Statistical Leaders Set 1 Set 2 Set 3
Sarah Woods, #1 Singles 6 -- 2 6 -- 4 -
Maria Franco, #3 Singles 6 -- 2 6 -- 4 -
Olivia Bouchard, #4 Singles 6 -- 3 6 -- 1 -

Women’s Basketball 1 2 F
Kalamazoo (16-10, 10-6 MIAA) 13 35 48
Hope (24-4, 14-2 MIAA) 27 35 62

Hornet Statistical Leaders
15 - Perri Nicholson 7 Pts 18 Rbs 5 Blk
10 - Emily Lindsay 10 Pts 2 Rbs 1 Ast
12 - Grace Smith 12 Pts 2 Rbs 7-7 FTM-A

Women’s Lacrosse F
Kalamazoo College (1-0) 14
Defiance College (0-1) 1

Hornet Statistical Leader
13 - Anika Sproull 5 Goals

Men’s Tennis Singles Doubles Total
Kalamazoo (4-2) 5 2 7
Luther (5-2) 1 1 2

Hornet Statistical Leaders Set 1 Set 2 Set 3
Branden Metzler, #1 Singles 6 -- 4 6 -- 3 -
David DeSimone, #2 Singles 6 -- 2 6 -- 0 -
Elan Dantus, #5 Singles 6 -- 0 6 -- 2 -

The Kalamazoo College Women’s Basketball team fell in the MIAA Semifinal game 
against the Hope College Dutch in Holland on February 25.  The Hornets saw a 
great season come to an end in a heart-breaking fashion, falling into a hole early and 
eventually losing 62-48.  Senior Emily Lindsay scored ten points in the loss, including 
her 1,000th career points.  Fellow senior Perri Nicholson was a monster in the paint 
as she pulled down a tremendous 18 rebounds and recorded five blocks.  The Hornets 
finish the season in third place in the MIAA and made the playoffs for the first time in 
Coach Katie Miller’s stint as a head coach.

Women’s Basketball

The Hornet’s Men’s Tennis team defeated Luther College 7-2 on Sunday, March 
2 at Coe College in Cedar Rapids, IA.  The Hornets, currently ranked 11th in 
the region, beat Luther handily as they dominated singles play by a score of 5-1.  
Branden Metzler, David DeSimone, Robert Hudson, Elan Dantus, and Alberto 
Ayala all won their singles flights.  The Hornets return to action on March 7 when 
they host Denison University.

Men’s Tennis

The Kalamazoo Women’s Tennis team defeated Luther College 8-1 on March 1 
at Coe College in Cedar Rapids, IA.  Sarah Woods, Sabrina Dass, Maria Franco, 
Olivia Bouchard, and Carrie Foura all topped their singles opponents.  The 
Hornets also swept all three flights in doubles action.  Kalamazoo returns to 
action on March 7 when they play host to Denison University.

Women’s Tennis

The Kalamazoo College Women’s Lacrosse team won their first game of the year in a 
tumultuous fashion as they defeated Defiance College at a neutral location in Brighton, MI 
by a score of 14-1.  Sophomore standout Anika Sproull tallied five goals for Kalamazoo 
and five other Hornets added to the scoreboard.  K Women’s Lacrosse returns to action 
on Saturday, March 7 as they travel to Oberlin College to face off with the Yeowomen.

Lacrosse

Guedes Qualifies for NCAA Championship

Senior diver Will Guedes’15 
finished fourth in the 3-meter 
diving event and second in the 
1-meter diving event at Divi-
sion III NCAA Regionals this 
weekend. Colin Grogan ’18 
and Madeline Woods ’18 also 
competed for the Hornets at Re-
gionals hosted at the Universi-
ty of Chicago.

With his high scores, Guedes 

qualified for Division III NCAA 
Championships for his third time 
in three attempts. He scored 
563.00 in the 3-meter diving 
event and 538.15 in the 1-meter 
event. 

“It was the strongest region 
I’ve ever seen, but it was fun 
and the freshmen did very well,” 
said Guedes. 

Grogan was one of the first 
years to perform well in his 
first NCAA Regionals appear-
ance. He finished 24th in the 

3-meter diving event with a 
score of 406.15 and 17th in 
the 1-meter diving event with 
a score of 434.60.

Woods, another first year, 
also performed admirably for 
the Hornets, and did so in re-
cord-setting fashion. She broke 
the school record for 1-meter 
6 dives by scoring 270.80. 
Woods finished 10th overall in 
the 1-meter diving event with a 
score of 431.90. She followed 
that performance up by finish-

ing 11th in the 3-meter diving 
event with a score of 433.20.

When asked if he gave the 
younger divers any advice, 
Guedes said, “I just asked them 
to have fun. If at the end of the 
day you don’t have fun, you’re 
not doing it right.” 

The divers left Kalamazoo 
Friday morning and returned 
from Chicago Saturday night 
at midnight. Guedes described 
the meet as moving very slowly 
and taking a large mental toll.

Next up for Guedes will be 
NCAA Division III Nation-
als from March 18 to March 
21 held in Shenandoah, Texas. 
He goes in hoping to win tro-
phies, but says that just giving 
it all and having fun is the most 
important part.

“I really want to give it my 
all, I don’t want to leave any-
thing behind,” said Guedes. 
This will be his last ever event 
as a Kalamazoo College diver. 
After Nationals he will evalu-

ate his performance and look at 
his priorities. He may consider 
trying to qualify for the Brazil-
ian Olympic diving team, but 
if not, he has a job at Goldman 
Sachs lined up.

Guedes will be joined at Na-
tionals by fellow K swimmers 
Christina Park ’17, Ellen Neveux 
’17, Colleen Orwin ’17, and 
Tristyn Edsall ’17, who qual-
ified in the 200-yard medley 
relay. Edsall also qualified indi-
vidually in the 50-yard freestyle.

By Spencer MacDonald

nick marsh
index staff writer
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Humans, Animals Clash over Weather
Animalists fight 

against humans they 
claim are in violation 
of interspecies treaty

CLASH on page 2

No doubt this winter has 
been a rough one; the side-
walks have been icy, wind 

chills have frequently been 
below zero, and it has snowed 
for days multiple times. Stu-
dents have been wearing 
layers and spending as little 
time outside as possible, but 
they aren’t the only ones strug-
gling. Many animals have 
sought shelter inside, much 
to the chagrin of those who 
already live there.

Kaylee Rutkins ’16 told The 
Index “I’ve had to put mouse-

traps all over my dorm room, 
but they just keep popping up 
everywhere.”

“The use of spring traps, 
and especially sticky traps 
has been condemned by us 
animals, as they are in vio-
lation of interspecies treaty,” 
said Animalist diplomat and 
squirrel Freddy Fuzzybottoms.

However, the humans have 
contended that the animals 
already broke the rules of 

war, because their bodies 
already carry numerous bio-
logical weapons in the form 
of disease. In an effort to fight 
back, the Animalists have 
begun to dig secret tunnels, 
making fighting them an 
arduous process.

“It’s especially difficult 
because the spiders have 
begun to lay silk tripwire traps 
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adam gothard
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arts
House of Cards Raises 
Heath Concerns
Frank Underwood nearly claimed another 
victim last weekend when junior political 
science major... PAGE 4  

features
Get to Know to Newest 
StuOrg: Mice Hunting Club
Due to an influx of mice, the inhabitants of 
the Harmon basement have joined forces 
to create the newest... PAGE 4

sports
Nick Versus
As many of The Index readers know, 
Spencer MacDonald ‘15 regularly takes 
on athletes at K in their respective sports 
and loses... PAGE  5

opinion

Lapinski Comes Clean
Friends, Romans, countrymen – lend 
me your ear. After much soul-searching 
and deep thinking in the shower, I have 
come to a difficult conclusion... PAGE  4

House of Cards 
Leads to Health 
Concerns

Frank Underwood nearly 
claimed another victim last 
weekend when junior political 
science major Carrie Steven-
son was found on her couch 
in a catatonic state.  

Once revived, Stevenson at-
tributed her condition to crush-
ing disappointment with the 
newest season of “House of 
Cards,” Netflix’s hit politi-
cal thriller.

“I honestly don’t know what 
happened,” Stevenson said.  
“One minute I’m watching 
Frank brood around the inside 
of a church, whispering vio-
lently at a statue of Jesus or 
something, and then BAM: 
I’m out cold.”

When he found her, Steven-
son’s friend Chet Michaels was 

ENTERTAINMENT

worried that he was too late.
“Her eyes were glazed over, 

you know?  I figured she’d been 
like that for a while, because 
Netflix’s ‘are you still watch-
ing?’ message was frozen on 
her TV,” Michaels said.

According to Michaels, an 
ambulance rushed Stevenson 
to Bronson Hospital in the 
early hours of Sunday morning.

Sandy Bötooms, a neurol-
ogist on Bronson’s nighttime 
medical staff, says Steven-
son’s case is far from unique.

“We see people like her in 
here all the time.  When they 
show up they’re nearly unre-
sponsive, murmuring things 
like ‘America Works sucks,’ 
and ‘Frank should’ve just ran 
in 2016. Why would he burn all 
of his political capital in such 
a high-risk move like ousting 
Walker when he knows that 
being the next Gerald Ford 
could never lead anywhere 
other than ridicule and bitter 
partisan

graham key
publication manager

Junior Carrie 
Stevenson blames 

Season 3’s dullness for 
her injuries

SERIES on page 4

Human of K: Chris Cribbs

Chris Cribbs ‘(some year, 
maybe), came to K because 
he felt that the college accept-
ed him- by which he means 
that they literally accepted his 
application. “I just wanted to 

go somewhere that was like 
‘yeah, sure, we’ll take you’”. 
During his first year, Chris 
was unsure of what major he 
would pursue. When I asked 
him today, he said, “I’m still 
a first year. I haven’t declared 
yet. I still don’t really know”. 
He also feels a deep emotion-

al connection with animals. “I 
saw the first squirrel of spring 
outside. It looked at me and I 
looked at it and it was, like, 
we just gazed into each others’ 
souls, y’know? We understood 
each other, and I found out that 
squirrels actually lead quite 
boring lives.”

SECURITY

Book Club 
Installs Cameras 
for Security

Students have 
been taking 

advantage of the 
honor system, 
the Book Club 

reacts

The Book Club installed 
security cameras to curb stu-
dents from stealing coffee in 
the express line.

Book Club Manager Kelly 
Kribbs said “We have three 
deluxe HD security cameras 
placed around the shop to 
catch these Book Club 
Bandits.”

During busy times, espe-
cially between class periods, 
students have been able to 
approach the counter of The 
Book Club without waiting. 
As long as they have exact 
change and their own mug, 
they can purchase coffee.

“It’s so efficient,” Kayla 
Maccelroy K ‘15 said. “It’s 
such a relief to know that I 
won’t be late to class, and I’ll 

still be caffeinated.”
The Cafe’s piggy bank 

runs on the honor system, 
and the Book Club expects 
students to pay the $1.50. 
Recently, Kribbs noticed stu-
dents taking advantage of the 
system. “They come up to the 
counter and place a few cents 
in,” Kribbs said. “I know who 
they are, and I can’t let this 
go on any longer.”

One of these bandits, who 
asked to remain anonymous 
for his reputation, said that he 
steals for the thrill. “It’s like 
I’m robbing a bank,” he said. 
“I get this adrenaline rush, and 
then you add that to coffee 
and it’s an amazing feeling.”

These cameras have 24-hour 
surveillance and are connect-
ed to an interface system to 
connect the faces caught on 
camera to student ID pictures. 
The system also connects to a 
device inside the piggy bank 
to register how much change 
is entered, so students cannot 
place seven cents inside and 
still take coffee. Security will 
be alerted and the student will 

emily pizza
opinion editor

BOOK CLUB on page 2

christopher cribbs
contributing writer
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 JAZZ BAND on page 4

Jazz Band 
Busted at 
Speak Easy 
Event

colin smith
editor in chief

When FBI agent Eliot Ness 
followed his nose to a trail of 
homemade gin through the 
Great Lakes region, he stum-
bled through a blind pig—an 
old speakeasy—at Kalama-
zoo College’s Hicks Center. 
The campus building was 
designated for a swing dance 
event as part of the weekly 
series “Zoo After Dark.” After 
speaking the code, “My Name 
is Bunker,” Ness saw two 
porters carrying in bootlegs 
of liquor. He knew then to 
call in for backup

The patrons were lining up 
behind a bar while the Col-
lege’s jazz band played stan-
dards in the background. As 
the band took a break after 
playing “Lester Leaps In,” 
Ness muttered, “damn that 

Zoo After Dark 
turns into wild 

night, broken up 
by FBI
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PHOTO OF THE WEEK

We know this is the Buzzkill edition, so this photo should be funny, but we thought it was a cool photo. Enjoy. 

on the web The News in Brief THREE THINGS 
YOU SHOULD 
KNOW TODAY

1 The weather is really 
nice outside. Many stu-
dents are wearing shorts, 

t-shirts, and Birkenstocks. Ev-
eryone should ignore their 
tenth week responsibilities and 
run around outside instead.

2Apple continues to be 
the coolest technolo-
gy brand, because they 

beat Samsung in how much 
money they made. And they 
have cooler apps. 

3Vending machines in all 
dorms are running low. 
Make sure to stock up 

on your Doritos and strange-
ly-colored Mountain Dew 
before finals. 

THE WIRE

Gummy Bear 
Review
By David Smith

Smith eats a bag of every 
kind of gummy bear in 
the world. Read about his 
thoughts, and his stom-
achaches. 

THE WIRE

House of Cards 
Review
By Graham Key

Key tried to write this 
review last week, but 
got distracted by Frank 
Underwood’s undeniable 
charisma.

inside of these tunnels. Plus, 
they’re so creepy,” Charles 
Chen of Facilities Manage-
ment told The Index.

“It does not matter for how 
many months this war drags 
on, we shall fight until all the 
popcorn and chips are fairly dis-
tributed among all the creatures 
of this campus,” said a state-
ment recently released by An-
imalist leader Mouse Zedong.

However, support appears 
to be waning as the conflict 
enters its tenth week. Some 
have accused the pro-war An-
imalists of heavy-handedness 
after a dove peace rally was 
broken up by a hawk.

With the recent warmer 
weather, there has been hope 
that the conflict may end peace-
fully, but negotiations have 
reached a standstill until the two 
sides can agree on the height of 
table they will meet at.

CLASH FROM PAGE 1

Weather Leads to 
Conflict on Campus

BOOK CLUB FROM PAGE 1

Book Club Ramps Up Security 
Measures, Citing Losses of Coffee, 
Muffins, Cookies, Treats

immediately be brought to 
the disciplinary committee. 
Kribbs added, “No one will 
be able to get coffee for free 
again, I’ll make sure of that.”

“Stealing is not tolerated 
anywhere on this campus, 

especially on my watch,” 
Kribbs said. The Book Club 
serves water street coffee, 
which, according to Kelly 
Kribbs, is not cheap. “A large 
bag of coffee is $500, every 
time a student steals we lose 
money,” Kribbs said. “We are 
going to have to stop serving 

coffee all together if this con-
tinues.”

Book Club employee Jenna 
Woods K’16 has caught 
several students stealing. “I 
just don’t get it, like why 
would you think that’s okay?” 
Woods said. She feels encour-
aged by the security cameras, 

and said they will decrease 
thieving from the shop.

“Here at K, you can’t just 
take things, it’s not okay. It’s 
sad that it had to come to this, 
but I hope being on camera 
will keep students account-
able for their actions,” said 
Kribbs.

Netanyahu in 
Congress
What: Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu spoke to 
Congress on the importance 
of cheese within the global 
economy.
When: Tuesday, 
March 3
Where: Washington, DC

Ferguson 
Discrimination 
What: The Department 
of Justice announces 
that the Ferguson Police 
Department continually 
discriminate, but chooses to 
do nothing about it.
When: Tuesday, 
March 3
Where: Washington, D.C.

House of Cards 
Premieres 
What: Frank Underwood 
continues to be a complete 
jerk, as the hit show’s third 
season premiered. “What 
a political inspiration, we 
should all take notes,” 
Senator Ted Cruz said.
When: Friday, February 27
Where: Washington, D.C. 

Petraeus Pleads 
Guilty
What: The former CIA 
Director admits to talking 
in his sleep while in bed 
with his mistress, revealing 
Hillary Clinton’s email 
address in the process.
When: Tuesday, 
March 3
Where: Washington, D.C.

Clinton Email 
Violation
What: Clinton admits to 
using Hotmail for personal 
emails while Sec. of 
State; her address was 
SecOfSwag@Hotmail.com
When: Tuesday, 
March 3
Where: Clinton Family 
Home

DHS Funding 
Approved
What: Congress approved 
funding for the Department 
of Homeland Security, after 
deciding that it would be 
more fun to spend their 
time doing other things, like 
writing letters to Iran.
When: Tuesday, March 3
Where: Capitol Hill
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Place caption here, Claudia!

Hey Claudia, 
Thanks for 
Laying out 
Page Three!

Headline For Page Three Story 
Goes in This Spot, Claudia

Hey Claudia, don’t 
forget to place the text 

for this deck!
Love, Graham
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House of Cards’ Third Season has brought health problems to viewers across the nation, including Kalamazoo’s own Carrie Stevenson.

tisan divide?’ Yeah, mostly 
stuff like that.  I don’t really 
know what any of it means, 
though.  I just stick to ‘Dance 
Moms,’” she said.

Bötooms noted that while 
the hospital’s doctor-patient 
confidentiality policy prohib-

ited her from speaking specif-
ically about Stevenson, she’s 
trying to say “yes to life” more 
this year, so she was more than 
happy to share the case file.

Pointing to an MRI scan of 
her patient’s brain, Bötooms 
identified the source of the 
problem.

“You see that there?  

Doesn’t that kinda look like 
Kevin Spacey being angry for 
no reason?  My colleagues in 
the break room were pretty 
split on it, but I think the re-
semblance is truly striking,” 
she said.  “Now, I’m gonna 
go out on a limb here, but 
my guess is that as she real-
ized Season 3 wasn’t going 

to pick up the pace, a small 
Spacey-shaped clot formed 
in her frontal lobe, leading to 
intense disappointment fol-
lowed by complete uncon-
sciousness.”

Now out of the hospital, 
Stevenson hopes to savor her 
new lease on life.  She plans to 
finish the quarter strong and is 

looking forward to some time 
off for spring break.  While 
Stevenson expects Netflix 
to be a part of her time off, 
“House of Cards” is out of 
the question, she says.

“I don’t know, this guy in 
my political theory class says 
‘Bob’s Burgers’ is hilarious, 
so maybe I’ll try that.”

Netflix Series Leads to Health Concerns
SERIES FROM PAGE 1

Spoiler 
Alert: I’m 
A Secret 

Misogynist
emaline lapinski
index staff writer

Friends, Romans, coun-
trymen – lend me your ear. 
After much soul-searching 
and deep thinking in the 
shower, I have come to a 
difficult conclusion. As my 
second to last quarter at Ka-
lamazoo draws to a close, I 
must come clean with my 
fellow students.

Before continuing, I find 
it necessary to give every-
one some background infor-
mation about me. I’m often 
known on campus as “that 
feminist chick” (another 
famous nickname is “who?” 
but that’s beside the point). 
I’m heavily involved in the 
campus feminist organiza-
tion, and every single one 
of my Index articles is ba-
sically “How did America 
fail women this week?!” 
But, after several years of 
doing this, I feel like I’m 
living a lie.

K College, I’m secretly a 
misogynist.

You never would have 
guessed, would you? After 
all these years, I have fooled 
you all! All of my Tumblr 
activity, my involvement 
in POWER, my articles, my 
tweets, the various books I 
read and papers I write – 
they’ve all been a front for 
my secret double life as a 
raging misogynist.

I’ve now done over twenty 
opinion articles for this fine 
publication, but here’s an 
opinion I can stick with: 
women should stay to their 
separate sphere, and not 
invade the sacred area of 
men. 

Women belong in the 
home, taking care of their 
small army of children being 
birthed every two years, and 
have no place among the 
public realm. Women have 
no reason to educate them-
selves, since the increased 
blood flow to the brain takes 
away from their baby-mak-
ing machines. I know I’m in 
college, but logic isn’t my 
strong suit, like most mi-
sogynists. Honestly, women 
should just remain in their re-
spective kitchens and make 
the men their lives some 
damn good sammiches. My 
favorite sammich to make is 
ham and cheese. I implore 
everyone to embrace their 
favorite sammich, so they 
can make it for their men.

I’ve used notions of an-
tiquated gender roles to get 
through life. Feminism has 
done nothing for me, and I 
am glad to be rid of such a 
ridiculous social movement. 
This confession really takes 
a whole lot of weight off my 
chest. Thank you, K College, 
for allowing me to find my 
true colors.

blasted swing music.” He 
stepped to the bar to get a good 
look at their operations, but 
when ordering the bartender 
was shocked at Ness’s request 
for a sarsaparilla. He must be a 

cop, thought Tommy Jackson 
K’15, though the thought of 
not wanting to risk one’s 
bowels to Jackson’s suspi-
cious home-brew never oc-
curred to him. As Jackson 
started to hound him, Ness 
stopped him, “This is an arrest 
under the FBI.”

His agents stormed Hicks 

from the outside. As people 
funneled out, Jazz Band Con-
ductor Tom Evans remarked 
“You fellas are untouchable, 
is that the thing? Everyone 
can be gotten to!” He fled 
quickly, leaving the musi-
cians dealing with heavier in-
struments behind, like Ernest 
“Brad” Stech K’15 who bel-

lowed out when he was taken 
into custody, “You can’t take 
me away. You don’t even 
know the [chord] changes!”

While swing music aficio-
nados and jazz musicians alike 
were rounded up by Ness and 
his FBI team, an agent was hit 
over the head by a tuba case 
when trombonist Phil Mulder 

‘15 fled. A moment later, 
Mulder decided to write in 
Sharpie on the Hicks Banquet 
Hall’s wall, “Touched,” for 
comical purposes.

Meanwhile, members of the 
Philharmonic were busted at 
an opium den after seeking 
inspiration to play Roman-
tic era compositions.

Jazz Band
From Page 1

Due to an influx of mice, 
the inhabitants of the Harmon 
basement have joined forces to 
create the newest StuOrg—a 
mice hunting club. Bianca 
Delgado ’17 is excited for this 
stuorg. “I heard something 
in the empty bottom drawer 
of my desk; I keep nothing 
in there so I was curious. I 
opened the drawer only to 
see a mouse, and it looked 
like it had been living there 
for a while,” said Delgado. 
“I’ll leave the rest up to your 
imagination.”

There are only 8 students 
who live in the basement of 
Harmon. Their mission is to 
come together as one to get the 
mice out of Harmon’s base-
ment.  Nick Marsh ’16 re-
searched ways to properly 
catch mice. “Don’t worry,” 
Marsh said, “our catching 

methods are PETA approved.” 
The group uses common 

things around their dorm like 
lacrosse sticks, brooms, and 
recycling bins. “We gently 
guide the mouse into a recy-
cling bin, and then our main 
catcher, Dave Smith releases 
them back outside,” Marsh 
said.

It is extremely gross to find 
mice running around your 
dorm, and when inspected, 
all of the inhabitants of the 
Harmon basement upheld a 
clean room so they were very 
puzzled by these critters. Janay 
Johnson ’17 likes to keep her 
dorm room clean, and she finds 
this new StuOrg very import-
ant. “We don’t just catch mice 
together, but we help ensure 
the cleanliness of our neigh-
bors’ rooms too,” Johnson said. 

The Harmon Basement 
Mice Hunting Club found 
that this small StuOrg fos-
tered even more community

janelle grant
index staff writer

amongst the neighbors. “There 
is nothing like catching mice 
with friends,” Smith said 
“it’s quite humorous to watch 
people jump on desks, chairs, 
etc. to avoid a little mouse.” 

Smith’s title as main catcher 
gives him a lot of responsibil-
ity. “Sometimes, our supplies 

break. I’m working on getting 
funding from StuComm so 
that we can get more equip-
ment. Also, I’d like to buy a 
special box to trap the mice 
so that we don’t have to dump 
paper out of our recycling bin 
to catch mice.” 

The Mice Hunting Club 

doesn’t want to keep their 
services confined to the base-
ment. In fact, the members are 
adamant that if anyone else is 
having trouble with mice to 
contact them. “We will even 
bring our equipment to you, it’s 
our way of giving back to the 
K community,” Delgado said.

Kalamazoo College Mouse Hunting Club
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NICK MARSH
VS

By Nick Marsh and Spencer Macdonald

Robert Manor / Index

At this point in time, it is my immense 
honor to announce that, for the first time 
in my Spencer Vs. career, I have won a 
challenge.  Now, I fully expect this to set 
off a fevered madness and celebration 
amongst my fans that has not been felt 
since prohibition was demolished, but I 
would like everyone to please refrain from 
rioting.  That’s not the image that I want 
to portray.  Actually, riot all you want, this 
is one of the greatest moments in sports 
history.

This historic victory came against an 
unlikely opponent in Kalamazoo College 
sophomore golfer Nick Marsh.  The 
twist to this matchup was that Nick was 
adamant in his request that we play soccer 
against each other, rather than golf.  I was 
skeptical at first.  Nick’s insistence on 
playing the sport I was most comfortable 
with set off major red flags and I at first 
speculated that he was living some sort 
of double life and playing soccer for the 
United States national team.  Luckily, this 
was far from the case.  

Nick and I met at Anderson Athletic 
Center to play a little indoor soccer.  As 
I began my pregame warm up ritual, I 
looked across the gym to watch Nick 
getting ready.  Nick was darting around 
the gym, obviously faking out imaginary 
defenders, with the soccer ball securely 
tucked under his arm.  After going over 
and carefully explaining that you could 
not touch the ball your hands, I strode 
away feeling much more confident while 
Nick muttered under his breath “What 
kind of stupid sport is this?”

Now, was this game filled with 
controversy?  Quite possibly.  Did I 
make some very unnecessary side-
tackles?  Absolutely.  The most important 
takeaway here, however, is that I emerged 
victorious.  My defensive strategy was 
quite simple when Nick started dribbling 
the ball towards me.  I took a running leap 
and dove feet first into him.  If I got the 
ball, well, great. But if I got Nick’s ankles, 
even better.  I scored my first three goals 
by casually dribbling into the goal while 
Nick was writhing on the ground in pain.

After that, I pledged to play a cleaner 
game and the results started evening out.  
Without my physical play, Nick was able 
to net a quick one, bringing the score to 
three to one.  However, on my next two 
possessions I executed two stunning flops, 
earning two penalties for the win.

I have no ethical dilemma with the way 
I won this game.  I did what needed to 
be done and Nick’s injuries were just a 
by-product of the bigger picture; I won a 
Spencer Vs. matchup.  I guess whatever 
helps me sleep at night.

SPENCER: 1     NICK: 0

As many of The Index readers know, 
Spencer MacDonald ‘15 regularly takes 
on athletes at K in their respective 
sports and loses. This week we tried 
to build his confidence back up so I, 
Nick Marsh the golfer, played him in 
his sport, soccer. Spencer will tell you 
that he beat me, but that is a completely 
fabricated lie.

First off, I have never played soccer 
before in my life. I watch the Premier 
League every weekend and play my 
fair share of FIFA, though, so I’d say I 
was pretty prepared to play Spencer. 

To begin with, Spencer lied to me 
about the time we were meeting to play 
so he could say I never showed and 
claim victory by forfeit. However, I got 
to Anderson six hours early just in case 
he planned to cheat. Spencer cannot be 
trusted. 

Before we started rules were 
established that there would be no slide 
tackling, no handballs and no penalties. 
Before the match was over, Spencer 
had broken all three of these rules. 

Being a good sport, I let Spencer 
start with the ball. He attempted to 
dribble around me and tripped over his 
own feet. He stood up and immediately 
called for a penalty, breaking his own 
rule. He scored and took the early lead 
1-0. 

I brought the ball out from my own 
goal and before I could get halfway to 
Spencer’s goal he came in with such an 
aggressive slide tackle that it forced me 
to crash down on the hardwood gym 
floor. This brought out a yellow card 
from match referee, K Soccer Coach 
Lumumba Shabazz. Coach Shabazz, 
without even seeing the tackle, sprinted 
from his office upstairs down to the 
gym just to award Spencer his well-
deserved yellow card. 

On the ensuing free kick Spencer 
caught the ball with his hands, a blatant 
handball. He broke all of his own rules. 
I was furious. Spencer then somehow 
dribbled through my brick wall defense 
and scored again to make it 2-0.

As I brought the ball out a second 
time, Spencer’s slide tackle was less 
of a slide tackle and more of a football 
tackle. It brought an immediate 
red card from Coach Shabazz, and 
successfully sealed victory for me. So 
don’t listen to Spencer when he tells 
you he finally won a “Spencer Vs.”, the 
truth is he cheated, got disqualified, and 
I won this round.

WHAT REALLY HAPPENED

(NICK’S SIDE)



All Kalamazoo College athletics have 
officially been cancelled forever. The lack 
of attendance to sporting events this year 
has caused the College to shut down school 
athletics for the foreseeable future. 

What started as a lack of attendance 
to the soccer and football games in the 
fall has continued throughout the winter 
season. Record lows of attendance have 
been shown at countless events and the 
College feels athletic funding can be put 
towards a better cause. 

Athletes had begun to protest the lack of 
attendance at games and matches by not 
practicing or participating in their respec-
tive sports. They have grown tired of the 
away teams having more fans at K home 
games than the home teams, and their home 
advantage is non-existent.

Anderson will be repurposed as a second 
library in response to complaints of the 
lack of space in the current library. The 
weight room, basketball courts and dance 

studio will not be replaced anywhere else 
on campus. The field house and athletic 
fields will be torn down and construction 
will begin to add a dairy farm to campus. 

The dairy farm will include a few barns 
and livestock. Also there will be a building 

that will be used for lecture and research 
purposes in the field of dairy farming. 
The study of dairy farming will focus on 
cheese production. “We are very excited 
to be adding this program to campus and 

many students have expressed their inter-
est in participating in the program,” says 
one chief administrator. 

The Markin racquet center and the na-
tatorium will also be torn down, and in 
their place new dorms will be built. Con-
struction will begin later this year and will 
hopefully be finished for the class of 2040. 
These new dorms will include all the latest 
technology and a dartboard to allow the 
former athletes a chance to continue their 
athletic careers. 

Additionally, the former athletes have 
been chosen as the designers of the new 
dorms.  They can add whatever deemed 
necessary, as long as it has nothing to do 
with sports. Since athletics has been cut, 
they are putting the money towards the new 
dorms and have decided that the former 
athletes should be the designers of the new 
building. This is only a small restitution 
for what they have lost, but is one way the 
school hopes to please the former athletes.

SPORTS
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Athlete Profile: The Boring Nick Caywood

Kalamazoo College is an in-
stitution that is blessed with 
many exceptional student ath-
letes. Throughout this quarter 
The Index has profiled many 
of these exceptional student 
athletes, but this week the only 
“athlete” available was Nick 
Caywood ’17.

Caywood is a sophomore from 
Hopkins, Mich. However, no one 

is actually sure where Hopkins, 
Mich. is, so maybe he made it 
up. This would be consistent 
with Caywood’s personality 
as he regularly makes facts up.

He claims to be on the Ka-
lamazoo College Football Team, 
but no other member of the 
football team has actually ever 
heard of him. When asked about 
Caywood, one football player 
said, “Is that like a special type 
of firewood or something?” 

Outside of his claims to be a 

football player, Caywood is a 
member of literally nothing else 
on campus. He calls himself the 
most uninvolved student ever 
because it helps him avoid dis-
tractions and to focus on the 
important things in life. “For 
me, the most important thing 
is sitting on the quad alone and 
trying to feed squirrels,” said 
Caywood. He says the squirrels 
are his best friends on campus. 

When not feeding squirrels, 
Caywood likes to walk around 

campus promoting one of his 
favorite causes; croquet. He 
calls himself a “slightly-bet-
ter-than-awful” croquet player 
and says that it is unfair K 
doesn’t have a croquet team. 
Caywood often visits the ath-
letic director and demands a 
varsity croquet team be started. 
He calls croquet the only real 
sport in the world. 

I’m realizing this profile has 
gotten very difficult to write 
because Nick Caywood is lit-

erally the most boring person 
on campus. It requires this sen-
tence just to fill the required word 
count for this story. 

Surprisingly, Caywood claims 
to be a member of one club on 
campus called The Society for 
Independent Independents Who 
Value Their Independence. He 
is the only member. On campus 
people call this club they have 
barely heard of “the no friends 
club.” 

All in all, Caywood is a nice 

guy who you should say “hi” 
to whenever you see him. If 
you don’t he might follow you 
around campus until you ac-
knowledge his existence. If 
you never acknowledge him 
he will then begin writing you 
poems and slipping them into 
your backpack when you’re not 
looking. It’s all really quite odd. 

Best of luck to all those on 
campus who have to deal with 
the ever-so-interesting Nick 
Caywood.

nick marsh
index staff writer

“Anderson will 
be repurposed 

as a second 
library”

Hornet Athletics Cancelled
After decades of lackluster attendance from the general student body, Kalamazoo 

College has officially dissolved the Athletic Department...like forever

By David Smith

Photo by Kimberly Moss



“I enjoy the sense of commu-
nity you get in your classes and 
friend groups. The small classes 
and the staff are really welcom-
ing. I really like being a part of 
the community whereas at a 
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essential branches

An address from 
Student Commission 
President Cameron 

Goodall

janelle grant & nick marsh
index staff writers

cameron goodall
commission president

Dear Kalamazoo College 
Community,

Throughout the past 
month, the Student Com-
mission has been working 
through the idea of what it 
means to be an effective 
student government, how 
best to serve students, and 
what would happen if the 
current Commission no lon-
ger existed. From the con-
versations had, there have 
been multiple perspectives 
given, but all consistent in 
the sense that something 
has to change. Students are 
confused about what the 
body does and do not find 
the body representative of 
students. There are also con-
cerns that it does not have 
efficacy in creating change 
and is simply a “bank” to 

Student Commission 
(StuComm) President Cam-
eron Goodall ’15 proposed 
the Commission to suspend 
itself from all non-vital 
tasks. The vote to suspend 
will be either Thursday or 
Friday. This would only be a 
temporary suspension.

If the vote to suspend Stu-
dent Commission passes, 
the Commission hopes to 
use the time to involve both 
existing Commissioners and 
new students to create a dif-
ferent solution to how the 
Commission is run.

Goodall wants more than 
just the existing Commis-
sioners contributing to the 
changes. “Anyone who 
wants to be can be part of 
this work,” he said.

Freshman Commissioner 

STUCOMM on page 3 ADDRESS on page 3

STUDENT ORGS

OSI Hosts 
First 
Leadership 
Summit

emaline lapinski
index staff writer

The event focused 
on promoting group 

development

TECHNOLOGY

I.S. Gives K’s 
Webmail a 
Makeover
Information Services 
updated the College 
email system over 

Spring Break

elyse kaplan
index staff writer

While students were off 
enjoying spring break, staff 
members for Information Ser-
vices were hard at work pre-
paring for several technolo-
gy updates. These changes 
include a new look and en-
hanced functionality for the 
Kalamazoo College webmail 
system, as well as improved 
wireless access in Trowbridge 
and DeWaters residence halls.

One of the most visible 
changes is the updated 
webmail login screen, which 
features a new color palette 
and a Kalamazoo College 
logo. According to Greg 
Diment, Associate Provost 
for Information Services, these 
changes are the first step in 

a bigger Exchange server 
upgrade that will become 
more noticeable in the up-
coming weeks. This update 
will include new webmail 
features, as well as function-
ality in a number of different 
browsers.

“Right now, using Inter-
net Explorer gives you more 
features,” Diment explains, 
“But we have found that stu-
dents don’t want to use Inter-
net Explorer any more.” With 
the upcoming improvements, 
those features will be avail-
able in other browsers, includ-
ing Chrome and Firefox. The 
switch will begin with Infor-
mation Services departmental 
staff, but should be released 
to the general campus com-
munity in the next few weeks.

Other improvements 
include a 12 percent increase 
in available bandwidth, as 
well as several new Internet 
access points.

The first annual Hornet 
Leadership Summit was 
hosted by the Office of In-
volvement (OSI) in the Hicks 
Student Center on Saturday, 
April 4. The all-day (9 a.m.–3 
p.m.) event was intended to 
promote group development 
for student organizations, and 
all student groups were re-
quired to send at least one 
representative to the summit.

The event was also open to 
all K College students, and 
many took the opportunity to 
learn about leadership. 

“I didn’t originally repre-
sent an organization,” said 
Andrea Pruden ’16. “But I 
filled in for some organiza-
tions that didn’t have repre

Human of K: Jamie Misevich 
megan rigney

index staff writer
big school no one really knows 
anyone.”

“I enjoy how close downtown 
is to the campus. There are some 
really cool restaurants and shops. 
One of my favorite things to do 
is to go out for brunch down-
town on the weekends.”

Misevich decided not to 

study abroad to spend more 
time working on her major and 
minors, which are English, Psy-
chology, and Anthropology re-
spectively. “Don’t worry too 
much about what’s expected 
of you and really trust your-
self and do what you feel you 
need to do.” SUMMIT on page 5WEBMAIL on page 2

Megan Rigney / Index
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PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Spring has sprung on the Kalamazoo College campus as two students study on the now defrosted quad.

on the web The News in Brief THREE THINGS 
YOU SHOULD 
KNOW TODAYRand Paul 

Announces
What: Republican Senator 
Rand Paul announced that 
he will run for president in 
2016, confirming rumors 
that had surrounded him 
previously. 
When: Tuesday, 
April 7
Where: Louisville, KT.

“Historic” Iran 
Deal Presented
What: President Obama 
and his Cabinent are 
working to convince 
Congress of a new 
anti-nuclear power plan 
alongside six other global 
powers. 
When: Monday, April 6
Where: Washington, D.C.

100,000 Flee 
Yemen 
What: As fighting 
intensifies, many have 
fled from the unstable 
nation. Children have been 
especially vulnerable.
When: Tuesday, 
April 7
Where: Sanaa, Yemen

Duke Wins 
Tournament
What: Duke beat 
Wisconsin 68-63 to 
win the 2015 NCAA 
Championship Game. It is 
the basketball teams 5th 
national title.    
When: Monday, April 6
Where: Indianapolis, 
Indiana

Kenyan 
Massacre
What: Kenyans gathered 
on Tuesday evening to 
remember those lost in 
the horrific attack on a 
university in Garissa. 147 
people were killed. 
When: Tuesday, 
April 7
Where:  Garissa, Kenya

Jurors Begin 
Deliberations
What: A jury in Boston 
began deliberations on 
the case of Dzhokhar 
Tsarnaev, the accused 
Boston Marathon bomber. 
He could face the death 
penelty if convicted.  
When: Tuesday, April 7
Where: Boston, Mass. 

1 Rolling Stone offically 
retracted their “A Rape 
on Campus” story that 

was published last Novem-
ber. They have accepted re-
sponsibility for their journal-
istic failures, but did not fire 
the reporter. 

2The investigation into 
the tragic Germanwings 
crash that occured on 

March 24th continues. The 
difficulty of the crash site re-
quired investigators be flown 
in daily, which allowed them 
to collect evidence. 

3The Major League Base-
ball season began on 
Sunday evening. The 

reigning World Series cham-
pions are the San Francisco 
Giants.

THE WIRE

Q&A with Miguel 
Castellanos
By Elise Houcek

Read an interview with 
first-year Castellanos and 
his unique music tastes, 
along with his plans for a 
future pursuing music.

THE WIRE

K Goes Test 
Optional
By Graham Key

Kalamazoo College will no 
longer require applicants 
to submit ACT or SAT test 
scores beginning in the Fall 
of 2016.
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Information Services Updates School Technology 
Over Spring Break

FROM THE COVER

After investigating complaints 
about slow wireless Inter-
net access in residence halls, 
Information Services found 
some trouble spots. “A lot of 

students are bringing in their 
own access points, and that 
is interfering,” according to 
Diment. In addition, the de-
partment found several In-
ternet dead spots, leading to 
the installation of three new 

access points—two in Trow-
bridge and one in DeWaters.

Students can also look 
forward to the replacement 
of all public computers in the 
Upjohn Library, a change that 
will be made over summer 

break. The current library 
computers are about five years 
old, Diment says, and are start-
ing to run slowly. Addition-
al bandwidth upgrades could 
also be in the College’s future, 
if necessary. 

Diment encourages stu-
dents to contact Information 
Services when technology 
concerns arise. Detailed error 
reports that include time, phys-
ical location, and web address 
are useful in locating comput-

er issues and internet dead 
spots. Students should feel 
free to approach the library 
Help Desk or Student Com-
puter Consultants with such 
issues, and reports can also be 
sent to helpdesk@kzoo.edu.

WEBMAIL FROM PAGE 1



It’s recently come to my at-
tention that Student Commis-
sion is considering dissolution 
with the stated goal of restruc-
turing student government 
during Spring Quarter.  While 
I hold no nostalgia for Student 
Commission’s current format, 
I fear that dissolution risks cre-
ating a body less representa-
tive of student voices than the 
current format.  

Student governments at all 
schools occupy a tenuous po-
sition between the wants of 
the student body and the limits 
placed on it by the adminis-
tration.  It is not government 
itself really, insomuch as a 
representative (of students) 
to the government that is the 
school administration.  Advo-
cating on behalf of students 
but representing only one 
voice on the vast and lethargic 
committee that is the academic 
bureaucracy.  

That can be rightfully frus-
trating, as it can seem impar-
tial and unresponsive, and 
that’s where much of the push 
for a new format to student 
government is coming from 
at Kalamazoo; but that’s not 
what the policies currently 
being debated would actually 
address.  What we’re talking 
about, with disbandment of 
Student Commission, is mere-
ly an overhaul of the format 
--how that student government 
would conduct business, how 
the makeup of that govern-
ment is decided, and how that 
government interacts with the 
student body-- that would still 
exist inside those larger power 

structures of the academic bu-
reaucracy.

Instead, we’re considering 
changes to the format of stu-
dent government that, ironical-
ly, would make student gov-
ernment less representative of 
the wants of the student body.  
Dissolution is portrayed as the 
beginning of an open dialogue 
about student government, 
but with obvious overtures to-
wards turning it into a forum.  
Any disbandment couched in 
these terms would invariably 
lead to a forum format, as the 
students who participate in fo-
rums are the students that will 
attend forums to decide the 
new format.

The problem is that a forum 
f o r m a t 
f a v o r s 
s t r o n g 
and opin-
ions and 
ideas over 
less im-
passioned 
but equal-
ly valid ideas.  While most 
students hold opinions on 
many initiatives, they do not 
hold these opinions strongly 
enough to show put to a forum 
or collaborative each and ev-
ery week.  What will happen 
instead, is that students with 
very strong opinions will show 
up and voice those opinions 
while their quieter/less im-
passioned peers will lose their 
voice.  To use an example, my 
inbox seems to indicated that 
Elizabeth Warren or Ted Cruz 
is the peoples’ choice for Pres-
ident, yet polling data shows 
most Americans would pre-
fer Hillary Clinton, Jeb Bush, 
or Scott Walker.  Any sort of 
self-sampling will favor...
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from students for change, 
Commissioners want to take 
the time to reflect on these 
concerns and act. However, 
it is extremely difficult to 
run the Commission “busi-
ness as usual” while also 
taking the needed time to 
critically evaluate ourselves. 

The current Student Com-
mission constitution was en-
acted in 2009. Many amend-
ments have been made to 
the document to create an 
entity that can better serve 
students and I think that 
those changes have been 
positive, but aside from 
budgetary amendments, I do 
not think the amendments 
have been able to address 
the root of the problem. 
Perhaps, the current form 
of student government is no 
longer a relevant or neces-
sary structure for enacting 
change on campus. With 
these thoughts in mind, the 
Commission proposed dis-

solving. The idea was that if 
there is not an acting student 
government, with the excep-
tion of continuing to fund 
student organizations, what 
happens? What does the 
campus lose and what can 
it gain? If there is a demand 
for an organized student 
voice, then it would develop 
as it has in many other in-
stances outside of the Com-
mission. Well-organized 
students with a value behind 
their work have been able 
to better Kalamazoo Col-
lege. Students involved in 
the Intercultural Movement 
have made great strides in 
transforming the campus 
with much of that work be-
ing done today. Through the 
efforts of students for an 
ethnics studies program, Dr. 
Reid Gomez was brought to 
campus to develop the ma-
jor that exists as of this year. 

Students have been able 
to make wonderful changes 
on campus. All it takes is a 
desire and the dedication to 

make it happen. With a cam-
pus this size and an adminis-
tration as accessible as this 
one is, information spreads 
quickly. The Commission 
does not then serve as the 
medium between students 
and administration when 
news gets to those with the 
power to make change with-
out the extra step of having 
Commissioners bring it to 
the table. There is a great 
benefit from collaboration. 
Information sharing and 
processing is a powerful 
tool. With so many groups 
on campus with a mission 
whether these groups be 
academic, extra-curricular, 
socially focused, and/or any 
other concentrated group, 
perhaps there is a better way 
to pool students and areas of 
campus together than with 
the current structure of the 
Student Commission.

As of now, the Commis-
sion plans to put this deci-
sion of structural change to 
a vote by the student body. 

The vote would have stu-
dents say whether or not 
they support the Commis-
sion suspending current op-
erating procedures in order 
to focus the spring quarter 
on critically analyzing itself 
and drafting a proposal by 
the end of spring for what 
it will become. Working 
groups of Commission-
ers and non-Commission-
ers alike are already being 
formed to do this work. 
Every student interested in 
creating an entity that best 
serves the campus is wel-
come to help. If you would 
like to be involved or have 
any questions, please email 
me at k11cg02@kzoo.edu. 
For the first time in almost 
a decade, the Commission is 
looking outside of its frame-
work to make change. This 
is an incredible opportunity 
to develop a culture of co-
hesiveness and productivity 
at our school and I hope all 
students that want to make 
this happen will.

Ballot Proposal to Dissolve Commission 
Announced at Town Hall Meeting
Karina Duarte reinforced 
Goodall’s point to the 52 
person audience. “Bring in 
your ideas, don’t stick to 
what the structure is now,” 
she added.

Former Commissioner 
Melissa Erikson ’17 asked 
for investment from all stu-
dents. She wants us to think 
outside the box about what 
is needed from StuComm 
going forward.

The suspension of non-vi-
tal tasks would allow time 
for thought on the direction 
that StuComm should go 
that would facilitate direct 
representation of the stu-
dents. One large part about 
the conversation for changes 
was for more representation 
of student organizations.

One thought that was pro-
posed on Monday night’s 
meeting is that people from 
different organizations, 
groups, or movements can, 
as Goodall said, “come 
together as a liaison.” Ac-
cording to the current con-
stitution, which was written 
in 2009, anyone can be on 
StuComm. This is true even 
if they are not a part of any-
thing else on campus. 

Goodall stated that this 
proposal of suspension re-
sults because of the strong 
disconnect between Stu-
Comm and students.

If the vote this week goes 
in favor of not suspending 
StuComm then amendments 
will be made to the consti-
tution and spring elections 
will be held.

Due to the proposal to 
suspend StuComm’s busi-
ness as usual, elections for 
new commissioners did not 
take place this quarter. Right 
now changes to StuComm 
are anticipated and non-vi-
tal tasks are not StuComm’s 
top priority.

“Clearly there’s not a de-
mand from students for a 
collective commissioner,” 
said Goodall. Goodall found 
that the Intercultural Move-
ment has had great success 
in getting their voice to the 
administration without the 
help of StuComm. He says 
this shows that students at K 
may not need the Commis-
sion’s representation in the 
way it is currently set up.

Commissioner Amanda 
Johnson ‘17 suggested that 
right now most students see 
StuComm as a bank. And 
she showed that the goal 
going forward is to have 

students’ interests in mind 
when handling the budget.

“StuComm is given 
$120,000 annually, and 
that needs to stay in stu-
dent hands,” said Johnson. 
This year nearly all of that 
amount has already been al-
located, Johnson explained. 
“We’re supposed to spend 

all the money. If there’s still 
money in the StuComm ac-
count, the administration 
will pull from Stucomm,” 
she said.

She said one of the cur-
rent top priorities, despite 
the move for suspension, is 
for the money to stay with 
students. Currently there is 

less than $1,000 left in the 
budget for students and stu-
dent organizations.

Goodall apologized for 
the lack of communication 
from StuComm through-
out winter quarter, but said 
that it was because it was 
a heavy winter quarter and 
multiple conversations were 

ongoing. “Clear and consis-
tent information going out” 
is something that Goodall 
said he wants to see going 
forward.

To keep the audience and 
campus happy, Goodall add-
ed, “we are not going to for-
get DOGL [Day of Gracious 
Living].”

STUCOMM FROM PAGE 1
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The State of the Campus
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Reconsidering 
the Commission’s 
Course of Action
Former commissioner 

Martin Bergstrom 
offers a different take 
on plans to restructure

LETTER

The 
Complete 
Letter
This letter can 
be read in its 
entirety on The 
Index’s website.

Read the rest at 
www.thekzooindex.com

Students raising their hands to speak during a Commission town hall- style meeting held at the end of Winter Quarter.

Student Commission President Cameron Goodall ‘15 addresses students at a town hall-style meeting hosted by the Commission during Winter Quarter.  
The Commission will submit a ballot proposal to the student body this Thursday regarding the potential for dissolution and restructuring.



Student Commission is cur-
rently facing an existential 
crisis. For years, StuComm 
has had issues with a large 
number of commissioner res-
ignations, questions of how 
representative of the student 
body StuComm actually is, 
and whether or not StuComm 
is effective as an organization. 

My generic ‘why’ for being 
on StuComm is that I want to 
help people, and I saw it as a 
place to do just that. The real 
reason came when, after ev-
erything that has happened in 
the past few months, I have 
not lost any desire to contin-
ue my work on StuComm.

The personal attack to many 
members of StuComm on the 
Google document last quarter 
was the biggest problem I 
faced last quarter

The attack ended up being 
personal for me- not because 
I was targeted by the hate 
speech, but because others, 
my friends and fellow stu-
dents, were affected by it.

It’s awful that you can be 
attacked because of a person-
al trait you have no control 
over- something that people 
use to hurt you- and at the 
meeting in Stetson Chapel the 
day after the attack, I stood 
up in front of something like 
500 people, offered my help 
to anyone who needed it, and 
then cried.

Commissioner or not, any-
thing like that happening is a 
travesty, and I want to work to 

end it. I made a long post on 
Facebook about how the situ-
ation had unfolded in order to 
end the lack of general infor-
mation regarding the attack.

Overall, it was personal-
ly painful, but it was where I 
realized that helping people 
understand and recover from 
what happened was some-
thing that I wanted to contin-
ue doing, which is why I am 
writing this piece.

Everyone agrees that 
StuComm is flawed. The dif-
ferences in how to fix that, 
though, are where the issue 
gets heated, especially for me.

Last quarter, the Execu-
tive Board pushed for dis-
solution of the constitution, 
and I tried to hold it off and 
host a forum on the issue. We 
will be doing this again, fol-
lowed by a campus-wide vote 
to determine whether or not 
the student body is in favor of 
the current structure.

I argue that we should dis-
solve only once a solid re-
placement plan has been dis-
cussed so that the campus isn’t 
left with some strange power 
vacuum.

StuComm has not been 
completely unproductive, but 
the current system keeps us, 
as an organization, from being 
the voice of the students that 
it needs to be.

A better StuComm needs 
to account for campus inter-
est groups: racial, environ-
ment, artistic, etc.

I am concerned, though, 
about a couple of things.

The first is that we only have 
a limited amount of time in the 
year to make massive changes 
to StuComm. It’s going to 
take a lot of work from a lot 
of people to reshape it into 
the organization it should be.

The second concern is more 
personal. When I brought up 
keeping the process steady so 
that the student body could 
have a chance to be properly 
informed, an e-board member 
attacked me personally, calling 
my motives into question for 
suggesting areas where the 
current system could have 
worked better.

The irony of the situation 
is that all the commissioners 
are in accord that StuComm 
needs to be fixed. Personal 
attacks serve only to taint the 
discussion- implying that vari-
ance from the general opinion 
means that there is something 
fundamentally wrong with the 
person that introduced a new 
idea. This does not lead to a 
healthy discussion.

It’s of the utmost importance 
that, as we hold the conver-
sations in the coming weeks, 
discussion remains calm and 
patient so we can get everyone 
on the same page and create 
a new government before the 
end of the academic year. 

Chris Cribbs is a first year 
representative on the Student 
Commission and an Index staff 
writer.
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How to Find Housing Off-Campus

Over spring break, we re-
ceived notice that K would be 
going “test optional” in its ad-
missions process, joining 800 
other higher education insti-
tutions nationwide that have 
also made the switch. 

The decision sparked dis-
cussion among students about 
the effectiveness of standard-
ized testing when it comes to 
measuring intellectual apti-
tude, and whether or not tests 
like the ACT or SAT exacer-
bate the existing “achievement 
gap” in public schools. 

With scholarships, college 
acceptance letters, and federal 
education funding all relying 
on test scores, many people 
wonder whether standard-
ized testing is the savior or 
anti-Christ of American ed-
ucation. 

As K College transitions to 
a “test optional” application 
process in 2016, we need to 
examine the effect standard-
ized testing has on education 
and individual students.

With acts like No Child 
Left Behind and Race to the 

Top, standardized testing has 
become, well, standard in 
American educational envi-
ronments. 

Students are inundated 
with yearly tests intended to 
measure their aptitude, the 
amount of federal funding a 
school receives, and the “ef-
fectiveness” of teachers in the 
classroom. Lower test scores 
equals less funding, teacher 
punishment, and a pervasive 
culture of cheating in class-
rooms. 

Instead of measuring what 
students have learned, many 
educators believe standard-
ized tests only measure how 
well a student can take a test 
in a controlled environment. 

Testing also fails to recog-
nize the importance of person-
al achievements in education, 
and creates a “one size fits 
all” curriculum that ignores 
the needs of individual stu-
dents. Students are not learning 
skills that would help them in 
a college or professional envi-
ronment – instead, they’re only 
being taught how to take a test.

With the new decreased 
emphasis on standardized 
test scores in K’s application 

process, hopefully other factors 
will be recognized instead. 

In a perfect world, this 
could mean more students 
from different socioeconom-
ic backgrounds could apply 
and receive the top-notch ed-
ucation K provides. Policies 
like No Child Left Behind 
provide a downward spiral for 
schools with low test scores: 
low funding results in stu-
dents receiving a poor edu-
cation and little resources to 
help students excel on stan-
dardized tests. 

Test-optional application 
processes allow for students 
from these areas to have the 
opportunity to pursue higher 
education, and become con-
tenders in the real world.

The effects of K’s switch 
over could also send a message 
to other Michigan schools: that 
standardized test scores are an 
inadequate measurement of a 
student’s capacity to learn. 

We’ll have to see how 
the “test-option” applica-
tion process works out for 
the Kalamazoo community 
post-2016, but I give two en-
thusiastic thumbs up to ad-
ministration for their decision.

emaline lapinski
index staff writer

The Move to ‘Test Optional’ is a 
Step in the Right Direction

CON

Juniors returning from study 
abroad and sophomores decid-
ing to stay in Kalamazoo for 
the year are making many im-
portant decisions in these up-
coming weeks, one of which 
is housing.

While it may seem daunt-
ing at first, and it certainly 
was to me last year, finding 
housing is not as complicated 
as it sounds, especially if you 
start early and come prepared.

The first step, before talking 
to friends or looking through 
craigslist, is to know your fi-
nances.

Be honest with yourself 
about what you can afford, 
whether that’s $500 or $300, 
don’t convince yourself you 
can just “make it work”. Don’t 
forget to factor in utilities, 
heating can get expensive in 
the winter months in Michigan.

It’s far easier to tell your 
friends that you can’t afford 
their dream house than to tell 
them you can’t pay rent after 
signing the lease.

After that, think about what 
is important to you in a house. 

Are a washer and dryer musts? 
Plenty of parking space? Or 
can you live with a 20 minute 
walk to campus every day? 

Make sure you have your 
priorities straight before you 
move onto the next step: 
finding roomies.

Talk to several people about 
housing, more than you’d think. 
Don’t set yourself up with two 
or three people who want to 
live with you because, from 
personal experience, people 
tend to back out and leave you 
homeless. The more groups of 
people you are talking with, 
the better!

That said, make sure the 
people you are talking with 
are responsible, especially with 
rent. If you know one of your 
friends is a huge impulse buyer 
and doesn’t follow a budget, 
be cautious about living with 
them. 

When one roommate doesn’t 
pay rent, someone else has to 
pick up the slack for them, 
which causes lots of tension.

Also make sure the people 
you are living with have the 
same values when it comes 
to partying, cleanliness, and 
loudness. Nothing is worse 

than having roommates who 
always want to have campus 
parties when you want nothing 
to do with them, or having 
housemates who never do their 
dishes.

Finally, after you find some 
people you want to room with, 
look for houses in your price 
range. I would recommend 
starting with Zillow and Craig-
slist, but always be conscious 
of scams.

It’s also a good idea to look 
up information on the land-
lord online, where reviewers 
may reveal that they never fix 
work orders, or raise rent after 
lease signing.

Once you find a few houses, 
shop around, visit every house 
before you sign anything, and 
look around for mold or bugs. 
Always make sure to talk to 
the current residents as well, 
you may find that the house has 
quirks, such as never staying 
warm in the winter, or having 
several break-ins this year.

Finally, make sure all of 
your housemates are ready 
to commit and sign the lease, 
and enjoy knowing that next 
year you will have a place of 
your own.

Letter to 
the Editor

CRITICAL ETHNIC 
STUDIES FACULTY

Our Community at a Crossroads

emily pizza
opinions editor

Letter to 
the Editor

CHRIS 
CRIBBS

On the Dissolution of StuComm
Robert Manor / Index

The events of the past weeks 
have been harrowing, and our 
sympathies are with all of the 
individuals and groups who 
were targeted. For many years, 
the campus climate has been 
a source of stress and pain for 
too many Kalamazoo College 
students. In the internet age, 
hostility has manifested itself 
in new ways through Konfes-
sions, social media, and email 

as well as in personal encoun-
ters. The latest incident was 
the most intense and violent 
of these. 

Today, we see our com-
munity at a crossroads. Shall 
we respond to the crisis on 
our campus by shutting our 
eyes to it and carrying on as 
before? Shall we respond by 
publicly shaming, excluding, 
and silencing each other? We 

face a choice between paths of 
willful blindness, mutual re-
crimination, and respect. What 
we hope to see is a change in 
perspective, from seeing our-
selves as rooted like trees in 
the ground of our race, eth-
nicity, religion, sexual ori-
entation, gender, and class to 
thinking of our interrelation-
ship with each other. We are 
each dependent on each other, 

and our very sense of who we 
are is shaped by each other. 

The philosopher from Mart-
inique, Edouard Glissant, calls 
on people to see each other as 
opaque rather than transparent. 
According to Glissant, when 
we encounter another person, 
we should not pretend to know 
her or him based on appear-
ance or any other factor. This 
obligates us to interact with 

people rather than judge them, 
and it requires us to investigate 
the opaque areas in ourselves. 
This can form the foundation 
for moving beyond labels to 
cooperation and communica-
tion. What we need is to work 
together to diagnose the prob-
lems in all of their specificity 
and plurality and to generate 
particular solutions. This must 
be a process that engages each 

and every staff, student, and 
faculty member at Kalamazoo 
College. It is our responsibili-
ty.  As we move from Winter 
to Spring, we look forward to 
new models, responses, and 
voices.  

The Critical Ethnic Studies 
Faculty consists of Reid Gomez, 
Espelencia Baptiste, Shreena 
Gandhi, Amelia Katanski, Shanna 
Salinas and Babli Sinha. 
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A steam leak was discov-
ered in the basement of Olds 
Upton on the east side of the 
building on Saturday April 4 
at around 9:00 a.m.

At around 7:30 a.m. se-
curity officer Phyllis Marsh 
saw that the lights were flash-
ing. The system was disabled, 
and when she tried to enter 
the building at around 8:30 
a.m. she felt the warm door 
and noticed “smoke” coming 
from the door. She called the 
police and fire departments 
and evacuated the building 
which had one person in it. 
Within 15 minutes 3 fire trucks 
and 2 police cars arrived at 
the scene.

According to Paul Mans-
trom, Associate Vice Presi-
dent of Facilities Management 
(FacMan) the relief valve, 
which is on the water system 
in case something goes wrong, 
failed. 

“This isn't a device that is 
checked often since it's not a 
part that gives out that often,” 
said Manstrom.

Water leaked in the base-
ment and caused limited 

damage to the building; a 
few electrical equipment like 
panels and pumps got wet 
but most of it stayed on the 
ground.

In order to fix the issue a 
worker in FacMan drove to 
Grand Rapids to get the relief 

valve and it was fixed by the 
end of the day on Monday. 
The heating system for the 
building was disconnected 
and wasn't put back on the 
valve was fixed.

"Early Monday classes may 
have been chilly," said Mans-

trom. "Lucky it didn't happen 
in 0 degree weather."

Director of Security Eric 
Wimbley commented on the 
quick response from the Ka-
lamazoo fire and police de-
partments and the "calm and 
controlled" environment they 

created when dealing with 
the issue.

"Emergency response was 
great,” said Wimbley, "they 
were very good about giving 
out information to us but that's 
what happens when we have 
a good relationship with the 

local [police and fire] depart-
ments."

Manstrom joked about 
“three fourths of the city re-
sponding to the problem," and 
hopes to check the valve more 
frequently so that the issue 
can be prevented.

The leak in the 
basement of Olds 
Upton Hall was 

discovered April 4

viola brown
news editor

Steam Leak Caused by Faulty Heating System

OSI Hosts First-Ever StuOrg Leadership Summit
sentatives present.”

The summit includ-
ed complimentary break-
fast and lunch, and began 
with a keynote speech from 
Sara Lowery, a Leadership 
Speaker for Campuspeak, an 
organization that provides 
educational workshops and 
speakers to colleges and uni-
versities.

Lowery discussed her own 
experiences with leadership, 
as well as what could po-
tentially block leaders from 
acting. She asked student 
participants “What are you 
willing to work for?” and 
left many students with a 
lasting impression. 

“I thought Sara Lowery 
was a great speaker,” said 
Quinby Hunter ’16. “She 
provided useful informa-
tion to attendees about how 
to make sure a StuOrg is ful-
filling its goals.”

After the keynote address, 
students were then required 

to attend at least two infor-
mational sessions and a quar-
terly update for student or-
ganization leaders. Sessions 
covered many topics, includ-
ing how to stay positive and 
get things done in a student 
organization, effective com-
munication skills, organiza-
tion tips, and time manage-
ment, among other things.

“I attended a session which 
tackled how to be compe-
tent an interview and how to 
answer interview questions 
in which you are supposed 
to refer to previous experi-
ences,” said Hunter. “I have 
always found those the most 
difficult to answer. After the 
workshop I feel as though I 
have more skills that will 
allow me to more effective-
ly prepare for an interview.”

While many students 
found the sessions infor-
mative, others were less than 
thrilled about the mandato-
ry quarterly update. 

“I disliked having to attend 
the mandatory StuOrg leader 

session,” Hunter said. “As 
someone who keeps up to 
date with what is coming 
out of OSI, the material pre-
sented in that session was 
not anything new. I keep 
hoping that OSI will offer 
written documentation about 
important events and dates 
that leaders can read, instead 
of having to repeatedly hear 
about how to submit a budget 
request.”

Many students expressed 
satisfaction with the summit 
as a whole, and an interest 
in the summit continuing.

“I thought the event, as 
a whole, was successful. 
The keynote speaker was 
particularly good, and the 
panels appealed to a range 
of leaders and provided guid-
ance on topics which are 
sometimes hard to under-
stand,” said Pruden. “I think 
with some slight adjustments 
to the events and schedule, 
it could be a very helpful 
and successful event in the 
future.”

SUMMIT FROM PAGE 1

A public safety officer exits Olds Upton Hall after assessing a steam leak in the building’s basement.

Courtesy of Kalamazoo College
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K’s Changing 
Athletic 
Culture

Athletics have always played 
second fiddle to strong 
academics at K, but the 
athletics community is trying 
to change that

Eight years ago, the Kalamazoo College 
Athletics Department faced an external 
review that showed that K’s athletics were 
not at the level they needed to be. In June 
of 2007, part-time coaches coached nine 
of the sixteen sports at K. Today only two 
sports still have part-time coaches. 

K has always been a school renowned 
for its academics. It has consistently ranked 
near the top of the country in overall ac-
ademic success among other outstanding 
statistics. Due to this, athletics has always 
played second fiddle to the strong aca-
demics here at K. But the athletics com-
munity is trying to change that. “We are 
working hard to make the athletics here 
on par with the academics,” said Direc-
tor of Athletics Kristen Smith. 

To do this, three specific areas have been 
targeted for improvement within the athlet-
ics department. The first area is coaching. 
This is something Smith feels the depart-
ment has already improved upon by hiring 
five new full time coaches since 2007. The 
benefits of having full time coaches is that 
the coaches now can devote much of their 
time to recruiting and fundraising, rather 
than their second job.

The second area that was targeted for 

improvement was an upgrade in facilities. 
Smith said facilities have also been vastly 
improved upon since 2007. The improve-
ments include the brand new Calder Field-
house, upgrades to the Anderson Athletic 
Center, and the planned new natatorium 
and fitness center. 

The final area that needed improvement 
was the resources and funding for athletics 
at K. This is an area that has seen gradual 
improvement in the athletics department 
over the last eight years. The obvious in-
creases in funding and resources helped 
raise the money that was used to build 
the new Fieldhouse, among other things.

Since the athletics department has begun 
improving on the three targeted areas, they 
have already begun to see improvement 
from sports teams. The women’s basket-
ball team made the playoffs for the first 
time ever under the new playoff format 
this year. Katie Miller was hired as the 
first ever full time women’s basketball 
coach at K in May 2011.

Besides basketball, many other sports 
at K have begun to show more success 
since the changes to the department began 
in 2007. Men’s and women’s soccer have 
both made conference tournaments, men’s 

golf had their best season finish in over 20 
years, swimming produced several MIAA 
records, and diving produced an individ-
ual national champion. Another team that 
has shown success is the women’s lacrosse 
team that is now in their second season. 
After finishing middle of the conference 
in their first season, they are already off 
to a strong start this year.

Now that the success of the new athletic 
plan has been proven to be the right track 
for K athletics, Kristen Smith is focused 
on keeping the program on that right track. 
“We’re still working through the current 
plan we had,” says Smith. One goal she 
has going forward is that the better sports 
teams will begin to draw more support 
from the students on campus.

Another of her key points going forward 
is that coaches will be recruiting more and 
better athletes to the program. Smith says, 
“Coaches are already asked to do a lot, but 
we would like the coaches to do more re-
cruiting than fundraising in the future.”

Smith and the rest of the athletic de-
partment are currently working on en-
hancing the budget so coaches get more 
time to recruit instead of having to focus 
so much on fundraising.

By Nick Marsh

It often takes first year student 
athletes a period of time before 
they are fully adjusted to the 
time-consuming academics 
and the strict demand and com-
mitment of being a collegiate 
athlete. K’s new baseball star 
Ryan Orr ’18 is definitely one 
unique college first year.

He showed up to the 10 

o’clock interview five minutes 
late because he was getting in 
some extra conditioning late on a 
Friday night. Orr is an athlete who 
always believes he can be better, 
even if that means sacrifices some 
social activities on a Friday night 
to do training instead. He current-
ly bats right-handed, but hopes 
by his senior year he will be a 
successful switch hitter. 

His strong ambitions and drive 
to always be better are one of the 

reasons baseball Coach Mike Ott 
has repeatedly said that Orr has 
the potential to be very special. 

In his remarkably short time at 
K Orr has already received ath-
letic honors. Last week he was 
named the MIAA Pitcher of the 
Week after tossing a complete 
game three hitter against Alma 
that also included five strikeouts 
and one walk. 

On top of his superb week, Orr 
is also having a stellar season. 

His ERA of 1.80 is currently 
the lowest ERA of MIAA pitch-
ers that have started at least one 
game this season. He is also third 
in strikeouts in the MIAA with 
26 through eight plate appear-
ances this season. 

Outside of his strong com-
mitment to K baseball, Orr also 
likes to support other K athlet-
ics. He is often seen at other 
campus sporting events cheer-
ing on the swim team, lacrosse 

team, and others. “It’s important 
[for me] to support the other ath-
letes because I want to support 
them so they can come out and 
support us [the baseball team],” 
says Orr. 

Though it seems his life re-
volves around sports, he wants 
to be a business major when he 
declares next year. He also has 
been a contributing writer to The 
Index and thinks that one day he 
could see himself being a sports 

writer, preferably covering base-
ball of course. 

Orr comes from Bath, Mich. 
so that obviously makes him a 
Detroit Tigers fan. He also has 
a place in his heart for the Cin-
cinnati Reds, however. He loved 
watching Ken Griffey, Jr. so much 
growing up that his fandom for 
the Cincinnati Reds was born. 
However, when pushed enough 
he will admit that Ian Kinsler is 
his Detroit Tiger.

nick marsh
index staff writer

Getting to Know Ryan Orr

Van Foresman / The Index
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Composting Program Continues to Grow at K
Compost interns 

take the program to 
the next level on our 

campus

Sammy Jolly’15 gets 
behind the wheel of the 
FacMan cart, loaded with 
seven 5-gallon buckets. She 
reverses expertly out of the 
garage and down the parking 
lot behind the Athletic build-
ing. I hop in next to her and 
we bump along, up academy, 
in front of Hoben, behind 
Hicks, and down a packed, 
icy trail to the center of the 
Grove.  

Sammy spends 10 hours 
a week hauling buckets of 
rotting food around campus. 
She drives a cart from the 
coffee shop in the library to 
the President’s house to the 
grove collecting hundreds of 
pounds of food waste every 
day. It’s heavy, sloppy, and 
pungent. She’s invested 
in her work composting; 
turning the forgotten apples 
that became soft in your re-
frigerator’s crisper, the extra 
pans of lasagna uneaten in 
the caf, the crusts and extras 
we return to the kitchen on 
the revolving racks because 

katherine rapin
arts editor

A Shifting Role of Social Media on Campus
Events during Winter 
Quarter highlighted 

the evolving role 
of social media for 

students on campus

SOCIAL MEDIA on page 2

On Kalamazoo College’s 
campus social media and 
public discussion platforms 

have played a variety of roles: 
a tool for community discus-
sion, a way for students to 
connect, and an area to circu-
late ideas, and inform others. 
Social media on campus has 
both negatively and positive-
ly impacted student lives’. 
Kate Liska’18 felt its negative 
impacts through the exploita-
tion of the Student Commis-
sion’s Google Doc. Members 
in the Intercultural Move-

ment felt its positive impacts 
through the use of hashtags as 
a way to unite supporters of 
the movement.  

 Late in the evening of 
March 3rd, Kate Liska ’18 
sat in her basement dorm room 
in Trowbridge hall on Kalam-
azoo College campus. She had 
just found out that the Student 
Commission’s Google Doc 
had been accessed by anon-
ymous users. As a first-year 

representative on the commis-
sion, she felt obliged to see 
what was being said. Scroll-
ing through the document she 
noticed her picture.  

“I just kept scrolling then 
I saw my picture and started 
reading what was around it. I 
remember backing away from 
my computer, really quickly,” 
said Liska.   

trisha dunham
features editor

opinions
New Leggings Ban Sexist, 
Unwarranted
On March 26, the Kalamazoo School 
Board meeting was full of parents and 
students voicing... PAGE 4 

feature
Composting Program to 
Take on New Life at K
Temperature is a good indication of the 
health and efficiency of a compost heap. 
The bacteria... PAGE 3

sports
Get to Know
Danielle Gin
Some people will say that cross country 
isn’t a team sport, but sophomore runner 
Danielle (Dani)... PAGE  6

sports
Spencer vs
Beau Prey
Every single week is the same:  I find a 
worthy K College athlete, challenge them 
to their sport... PAGE  5

President Sets 
Retirement Date 
for June 2016

President Eileen B. Wil-
son-Oyelaran will retire effec-
tive June 30, 2016.

The President’s April 9 an-
nouncement to the student 
body comes nearly ten years 
after she first assumed her role 
in July of 2005.

During her tenure as Pres-
ident, Wilson-Oyelaran has 
overseen dramatic changes 
through the administration’s 
Ten-Year Plan. Changes in-
clude an increase in student 
enrollment, a $125 million 
fundraising campaign, and sig-
nificant construction develop-
ments.

In her announcement video 
uploaded on April 9, the Presi-
dent also referred to the admin-
istration’s more recent effort to 
increase diversity among facul-
ty members.

COLLEGE

“If we’re preparing students 
for enlightened leadership in 
an interconnected world, they 
have to have an intercultural 
laboratory right here on cam-
pus,” she said. “We’ve got 
work to do, but we’re on our 
way.”

In an email sent cam-
pus-wide on Sunday, April 
12th, students were asked to 
nomination peers who they 
thought would make a good ad-
dition to the search committee. 

The single student who will 
be chosen for this committee 
needs to demonstrate “a love 
of Kalamazoo College,” along-
side an “ability to mesh with a 
group serving the interests of 
the whole institution.”

With the student represen-
tive, the search committee will 
also include seven members 
of the Board of Trustees, three 
faculty members, two support 
and administrative staff mem-
bers and one alumnus. 

The search for the 18th pres-
ident of Kalamazoo College 
will be arduous, but it is clear 
that work has already begun. 

graham key
publication manager

President Wilson-
Oyelaran will retire 
after 11 years at K

COMPOSTING on page 3

we’re too full, into nutri-
ent-dense plant fertilizer.  

According to the USDA, 
Americans waste enough 
food everyday to fill a 
90,000-seat football stadium. 
That’s 141 trillion uncon-
sumed calories per year. We 
throw away tons of edible 
food at the levels of produc-
tion (on farms), processing 
(in factories and kitchens), 
and consumption (out of 

our refrigerators and off of 
our plates). The 133 billion 
pounds our country wasted 
in 2010 was worth about 
$16.6 billion.  

In a perfect world, com-
posting would exist only 
to repurpose inedible food 
scraps – banana peels, 
carrot tops, onionskins. It 
now functions as one way 
to lessen the impact of mass 
amounts of perfectly edible 

food waste. Our campus food 
waste program was devel-
oped in 2006, when data 
from an audit showed that 
we were sending nearly two 
tons of food to the landfill 
per week. 

Sammy is one of two 
compost interns who works 
for Facilities Management. 
She spends hours carting 
and dumping food scraps 
to enable our campus food 

waste operations to func-
tion. All post-consumer food 
waste from the caf is com-
posted in the two Earth Tubs 
in the Facilities Management 
parking lot, and food waste 
from off-campus student 
housing, and a few sites on 
campus, is composted in 
piles in the grove.  

My fingers are stiff from 
the bitter air by the time we 
heave the buckets out of the 

cart in the grove. Sammy 
weighs each bucket with a 
small, brass suspension scale 
she attaches to a cable dan-
gling from a branch. Five 
buckets of coffee grounds 
from the Book Club, one 
with papaya peels discern-
able among sweet, fer-
mented-smelling fruit scraps 
from President’s W.O’s 
house, and one with a few 
whole apples and onions 
from an off campus house 
add up to 112 pounds.  

We dump the potpourri of 
food waste, bucket-by-buck-
et, on the ground in front of 
the wooden structure built 
three years ago. I use a flat-
edged hoe to chop up the 
food scraps. I slice grapefruit 
peels, coffee filters, avocado 
skins, an apple missing a 
few bites to pieces. Smaller 
food particles create greater 
surface area for the micro-
organisms to feed on, and 
ultimately, a more homog-
enous final product. Cutie 
clementine and Chiquita 
banana stickers peek out 
of the sludge. I continue to 
crunch eggshells and stab at 
the stubborn, fibrous coffee 
filters while Sammy sticks a 
thermometer into the belly 

Social
Media

Social
Media

Graphic by Graham Key

A photo of one of the program’s composting units located in the woods behind Trowbridge and DeWaters Halls.

Grove Point Compost System
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The Kalamazoo College 
Student Commission created 
the Google Doc to become 
more transparent to the 
campus community. The 
Google doc was viewable and 
editable by the public, outside 
the domain of the campus. 
Following the release of the 
student commission minutes to 
the website Campus Reform, 
anonymous users found and 
began posting on the commis-
sion’s Google Doc.  

According to Mia Henry, 
Executive Director of the 
Arcus Center for Social Justice 
Leadership, public discussion 
platforms, such as the commis-
sion’s Google Doc and specif-
ically anonymous platforms, 
such as Kalamazoo College 
student run Facebook page, 
Konfessions will only be re-
sponsibly run if the users are 
respectful. Henry said that 
anonymous platforms, such as 
Konfessions tend to provide 
an outlet for irresponsible be-
havior. “When everything is 
anonymous it’s just going to 
be ripe for people to say things 
for which they don’t have to 
be held accountable,” she said.  

Dean Sarah Westfall shares 
a similar stance as Henry “If 

you’re not willing to attach 
your name to it reconsider 
posting it,” she said.  

For more than 10 years 
the students of Kalamazoo 
College have used a Google 
doc to create anonymity on 
the Konfessions Facebook 
Page. This page resembles a 
similar social media network 
that is used on other campus-
es throughout the nation, Yik 
Yak. Both Konfessions and 
Yik Yak are social media plat-
forms that do not reveal the 
user’s identity.  

Soraya Chemaly, a writer, 
activist, and media critic came 
to Western Michigan Univer-
sity to speak about effecting 
change through social media 
and she spoke to the question 
of anonymous posting.   

 “I think maybe the more 
interesting question to me is 
rather then stopping it at the 
point in which anonymity 
is being used why don’t we 
as a culture try and back up 
to the point where those at-
titudes are being shaped?” 
said Chemaly. “We’re really 
dealing with symptoms of the 
problem, not the problem.”  

In the third row of the 
Western Michigan auditori-
um watching Chemaly discuss 
the possible positive roles of 
social media, Rian Brown ’16 
sat beside Mia Henry. Brown 

is the former vice President of 
Student Commission, and one 
of the 3 members of the Inter-
cultural Movement leadership 
team. Following tension at a 
student commission meeting 
in February, Brown developed 
the hashtag #UnsafeAtK.  

The role of the hashtag on 
Twitter and other social media 
outlets is to categorize ideas 
by words. Chemaly said that 
hashtags can be powerful to 
build momentum. “I think that 
hashtags are a great way to 
identify a community, raise 
awareness, and catalyze im-
portant conversations.” 

Liska felt a similar unsafe-
ty from the meetings in Feb-
ruary. After her picture was 
published on the Google Doc, 
Liska felt even more unsafe 
on campus. Although she feels 
unsafe, Liska has deleted her 
Twitter app from her phone to 
avoid looking at the respons-
es of #UnsafeAtK. 

 “I feel guilty, and priv-
ileged,” Liska said. “I feel 
upset trying to say, as a white 
person this hurts me too.” 

Director of Media Studies, 
Board Member of Ethnic 
Studies, and Faculty Advisor 
of the Arcus center, Babli 
Sinha said she is disappoint-
ed with the focus of racial-
ized discourse occurring on 
social media. “As we respond 

to hateful speech, expressed 
online, I think we have to find 
a new discourse that doesn’t 
presume that we can know 
another person or what they 
stand for based on what they 
look like, who they worship, 
and whom they love.” 

A self-identified white ally, 
Shannon Haupt ’16, said that 
#UnsafeAtK can be applied 
to everyone on campus, and 
that the focus of the hashtag 
is on students on campus who 
feel unsafe because of race 
relations.  

  “It’s not to say that other 
people are not unsafe at K but 
rather to elevate the voices 
of people who have been not 
recognized up until this point 
in a lot of different ways,” 
she said. 

Following the creation of 
#UnsafeAtK, Westfall ex-
plained how the college views 
the hashtag. 

 “I don’t know if the college 
has a role in trying to change 
that, because that’s been 
Rian’s experience,” Westfall 
said. “I think it was a genuine 
reflection of how she’s expe-
rienced her time at K. She, 
like everyone, is free to speak 
candidly about her experience 
here at K, and it’s resonating 
with other people.” 

On Wednesday March 4, 
2015 the second hashtag of 

the Intercultural Movement 
was released, #DearDean-
Westfall. According to Brown, 
the intent of the hashtag was 
to help create transparency re-
garding who was speaking on 
behalf of the college, one of 
the demands of the Intercul-
tural Movement. “#DearDean-
Westfall was not a personal 
attack of Dean Westfall’s char-
acter. I don’t think anybody 
from the Intercultural Move-
ment approves of that, but it 
is more of critiquing her on 
how she does her job serving 
students,” Brown said.  

The use of hashtags in 
the movement, specifically 
#DearDeanWestfall employs 
the power of storytelling to 
feature the structural issues 
that are happening, Haupt said. 
“That’s the beauty of twitter: 
you can go to the hashtag and 
see what everyone has said.”  

Sinha said that content in 
the tweets categorized under 
#UnsafeAtK and #deardean-
westfall offer specific sug-
gestions on how to improve 
the campus climate but that 
there are negatives to using 
hashtags.  

 “I think the risk of hashtags 
is that the hashtag can over-
whelm the content that the 
movement is trying to express. 
For example, concepts of 
safety and unsafety implicit 

in #unsafeatK are quite vague. 
Now, if you read the tweets, 
there are often very specific 
suggestions around how to 
improve the campus climate, 
such as addressing diversity 
in the counseling center, chal-
lenging a Eurocentric curricu-
lum, and developing a safety 
plan in case of school shoot-
ing, “ said Sinha. “I think 
the key is to move beyond 
the terms of the hashtag to a 
fuller discussion of the prob-
lems faced by the campus 
community. “ 

According to Brown #Unsa-
feAtK will continue as long as 
there are students of color on 
campus who feel unsafe. “Ac-
tivists across the country have 
started to notice what’s going 
on,” she said. “I think this is 
really an opportune time for K 
College to really embrace this 
challenge that we’re facing 
and be the leaders of how to 
deal with these issues.”  

The use of #UnsafeAtK 
has continued into spring 
quarter while administrators 
and members of the Inter-
cultural Movement meet to 
develop a process to resolve 
student concerns. As white ally 
Hannah Shaughnessy-Mogill 
’15 (2015, April 12) tweeted: 
Visioning liberating commu-
nity spaces. No more #Un-
safeAtK. 

Campus Reacts to Social Media Influence 
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on the web The News in Brief THREE THINGS 
YOU SHOULD 
KNOW TODAYGOP Proposes 

New Bill
What: Republican 
legislators announced 
a new, stripped-down 
version of a Paycheck 
Fairness Act. 
When: Tuesday, 
April 14
Where: Washington, D.C.

Marco Rubio 
Announces
What: Republican 
Sen. Marco Rubio 
(FL.) announced his 
candidacy for the 2016 
Presidential nomination. 
He framed himself as the 
“generational change.”
When: Monday, April 13
Where: Miami, FL.

Gunter Grass 
Dies at Age 87 
What: German Nobel 
literature prize winner 
and author of The Tin 
Drum died at age 87. He 
is known as a “permanent 
part of [Germany’s] 
literary and cultural 
heritage.”
When: Monday, April 13
Where: Luebeck, Poland

Lincoln’s 
Assassination
What: Tuesday marks 
the 15oth anniversary 
of President Lincoln’s 
assassination.  
When: Tuesday, 
April 14
Where:  Washington, D.C.

AL Central 
Starts Strong
What: Both the Detroit 
Tigers and the Kansas City 
Royals started the season 
6-0. The Tigers lost their 
first game Monday, while 
the Royals continue to be 
unbeaten. 
When: Monday, April 13
Where: Detroit, MI.
 

California 
Drought
What: California continues  
to face the worst drought 
in over 1,200 years. The 
drought is linked to both 
rising temperatures and 
changing atmospheric 
patterns.  
When: Tuesday, April 14
Where: Fresno, California

1Hillary Clinton declared 
her candidacy for the 
2016 Democratic nomi-

nation. Her campaign launch, 
a video published online, did 
not come as a surprise. Other 
candidates include Ted Cruz 
and Rand Paul. 

2Teachers and adminis-
trators from the Atlanta 
Public School system 

were sentenced to 20 years 
in prison for a massive cheat-
ing scandal. The educators in-
tentionally changed students 
answers to boost test scores.

3Tuesday marks the one-
year anniversary of the 
abuduction of hundreds 

of young girls abuducted from 
their school in northeastern 
Nigeria by a militant group. 

THE WIRE

Q&A with Miguel 
Castellanos
By Elise Houcek

Read an interview with 
first-year Castellanos and 
his unique music tastes, 
along with his plans for a 
future pursuing music.

THE WIRE

K Goes Test 
Optional
By Graham Key

Kalamazoo College will no 
longer require applicants 
to submit ACT or SAT test 
scores beginning in the Fall 
of 2016.
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Composting Program to Take on New Life at K

File Photo

A student constructs the compost center at the Jolly Community Garden across from Trowbridge Hall in 2010

COMPOSTING FROM PAGE 1

of the pile.  
Temperature is a good in-

dication of the health and ef-
ficiency of a compost heap. 
The bacteria and fungi eating 
the particles can increase 
the temperature up to 140 
degrees Fahrenheit – hot 
enough to kill pathogens and 
weed seeds. Though the air 
temperature is less than 20 
degrees Fahrenheit, the pile 
is up to 99, still a bit cooler 
than usual. Sammy specu-
lates it’s due to the increased 
volume of food scraps she’s 
added in the last week, or 
the excess moisture from 
the snow.  

“We have this makeshift 
pallet and plastic garbage bag 
thing to keep the snow off,” 
Sammy says, pulling at a 
scrap of gray plastic atop the 
wooden frame housing the 
pile. There are three compart-
ments, each about 4X4X4 
feet, separating ready-to-use 
compost, curing compost, 
and the freshest, most fra-
grant pile that we’ve been 
working with. Each pile will 
be rotated to make space to 
start a fresh pile for spring 
quarter. “We try to do one 
pile per quarter,” Sammy 
says, “but we’re kind of out-
growing our capacity.” 

In 2010, a FacMan student 
intern initiated a program to 
collect food waste from the 
cafeteria and truck it to Lake 
Village Homestead Farm, 11 
miles from campus, to feed 
to their pigs. “It was pretty 
successful and very easy 
to manage, except that it 
was not entirely legal,” Paul 
Manstrom, Asscociate Vice 
President of Facilities Man-
agement, said.  

They realized this about a 
year after the program started 
when the Department of Ag-
riculture came across the 
promotional video students 
had posted on YouTube. A 
few days later, “We had 
three people from the DA 
on campus nosing around,” 
Manstrom said.  

There were two problems 
with the program: FacMan 
didn’t have a license to 
transport food waste, and 
it’s illegal to feed animal 
products to livestock. (Rob 
Townsend, Recycling Co-
ordinator and truck driver 

at the time recalled picking 
out a chuck of ham, still 
wrapped in foil, from the 
pile he dumped for the pigs. 
“I remember thinking ‘this 
doesn’t seem quite right…’” 
Townsend said.) The Depart-
ment of Agriculture shut the 
program down and FacMan 
and Dining Services had to 
reevaluate.   

Another FacMan intern, 
Monica Cooper K ’13, 
created an on-campus com-
posting program for living 
learning houses in 2012. 
She provided each house 
with a bucket to separate 
their food waste from the 
rest of their garbage. Vege-
table and fruit scraps, grains, 
coffee grounds and eggshells 
could be deposited in these 
buckets - no meat or dairy 
products. Every Sunday, she 
picked up the buckets and 
left empty ones. She dumped 
the food scraps in the struc-
ture she built behind the 
living learning houses in the 
grove. Since the program 
has expanded to off-cam-
pus houses and coffee ser-
vices on campus, FacMan 
built another structure to in-
crease capacity.  

Sammy takes a pitchfork 
to the pile, her long braid 
falling over her shoulder, 
sturdy tall frame bent in 

half. She pulls heaps off 
the top to mix in with the 
fresh scraps we’re about to 
add. Steam smelling of funky 
blue cheese rises from the 
depths. She explains the dif-
ficulty of getting the propor-
tion of food waste, ‘brown 
matter’ (leaves, straw, or 
woodchips), and moisture. 
“Just trying to figure out 
what your compost recipe 
is takes a lot of work,” she 
says. “And when it’s not right 
it’s really obvious because 
it smells really bad.” 

She continues pitchfork-
ing. Aerating, or ‘turning’, 
the pile increases the rate of 
decomposition, but too much 
oxygen will dry out the pile. 
Adequate moisture makes 
the nutrients in the organic 
matter available to the mi-
croorganisms. It’s a tricky 
balance, and the pressure’s 
on when an imbalance is 
so obvious and unpleasant 
to a passerby. The FacMan 
employees give her a hard 
time about the smell emit-
ting from the Earth Tubs in 
the parking lot, a program 
she initiated in the spring of 
her sophomore year. 

After research conduct-
ed through an independent 
study, Sammy and then-se-
nior Alicia Pettys made a rec-
ommendation to the college 

on the best way to run an 
on-site composting program. 
They hoped to increase ca-
pacity to compost all pre and 
post-consumer food waste 
from the cafeteria.  

As recommended, the 
college purchased two Earth 
Tubs from Green Mountain 
Technologies. The enclosed 
composting containers, about 
two times the size of a stan-
dard hot tub, power mix and 
aerate the food waste. Ac-
cording to the company’s 
website, they can shred and 
mix a ton or more of compost 
in 10-15 minutes. 

“One of the tubs will take 
about three weeks worth 
of compost from the caf,” 
Manstrom said. “Then it 
takes two to three weeks 
to bake, then another four 
weeks to cure on the ground.” 

Sammy has noticed that 
the majority of food waste 
on our campus is untouched 
food from the cafeteria 
kitchen. It’s a consistent 
challenge to provide meals 
for a varying number of stu-
dents with varying tastes, and 
the tendency is to over-esti-
mate so no one leaves the caf 
unsatisfied. That means a lot 
of perfectly edible food goes 
to waste. “One time I com-
posted a whole bucket of just 
one rice dish,” Sammy said.  

Other campuses in Mich-
igan have student organiza-
tions dedicated to recover-
ing and redistributing extra 
food from dining halls. At 
the University of Michigan, 
students have partnered with 
the national Food Recovery 
Network (FRN) to implement 
a food waste solution in five 
of their seven dining halls. 
FRN provides them with 
funding for freezers, the key 
appliance in food waste re-
covery. Cafeteria employees 
fill aluminum sheet pans with 
extra food from each meal. 
This food hasn’t gone out 
on the buffet in the dining 
hall; it could be an extra pan 
of lasagna, pot of soup, or 
platter of roasted vegeta-
bles. They slide the pans in 
the freezer for student vol-
unteers to pick up the fol-
lowing day. Students take 
the pans of food to a local 
distribution organization, 
Food Gatherers, where it 
is weighed and distributed 
to one of 150 non-profits in 
Washtenaw County.  

Though we’ve yet to 
devise a similar system on 
our campus, the compost-
ing program is an impact-
ful, semi-solution.  

The new composting 
program took a beating this 
winter; accumulated snow 

collapsed the tent that shel-
tered the tubs, and frigid 
temperatures inhibited the 
breakdown of the food waste. 
“I think we’ve got a couple 
more years to get it to run 
perfectly,” Manstrom said. 
The pulper – which ideally 
grinds the food and drains 
excess water – has hasn’t 
been functioning properly, 
so there’s been a slow start-
up with the Earth Tubs this 
spring.  

Dylan Polcyn’16, will be 
taking Sammy’s place in 
heading up the program next 
year. He plans to get more 
students involved through 
first-year forums and work to 
solidify a consistent system. 
“I want to make our pres-
ence known from the get 
go,” he said, “and really es-
tablish ourselves as a fixture 
on campus.”  

Finished compost is avail-
able for campus community 
members. “Our idea was not 
to sell it,” Manstrom said, 
“but to provide compost for 
staff and neighbors to use on 
their gardens.” The first batch 
from the tubs was added 
to the soil in the landscap-
ing around the Arcus Center 
during its construction last 
spring; a nice way to close 
the loop of the composting 
system.  

“A Conversation Between 
Body & Soul” was present-
ed by Melissa Acosta ‘15 
last Friday, and received a 
rousing response from the K 
community. Since her fresh-
man year, Melissa knew she 
wanted to do a dance SIP and 
she was able to combine it 
with her English major by 
writing various poems. 

“I learned that I don’t think 
I’m a poet,” Acosta said.  Al-
though she felt she wasn’t the 
best in writing poetry, she 
was able to completely tell 
her story through her origi-

janelle grant & janay johnson
index staff writers

nal choreographed dances. 
Her dancer Emily Powers 

‘17 noted Acosta’s ability to 
tell a story through elaborate 
poetry and dance. Acosta dis-
cussed where she grew up, 
the culture she was brought 

up in, racial identity and her 
relationship with her mother. 

Her poems “10 Lessons 
Not Having Money Taught 
Me” and “A Letter to Ms. 
C” explained some of her 
high school years and how 

dance shaped her passions. 
The poems were coupled with 
an energetic throwback mix 
of old favorites. Acosta in-
corporated her culture with 
a poem titled “In All of My 
Deception” and paired it with 

intimate Bachata dance. 
“Deception is the way I 

make you believe, I blend 
into everything seamlessly,” 
Acosta wrote. Bachata has a 
romantic yet deceptive aura 
about it, much like her racial 
ambiguity. 

Acosta became very vul-
nerable in writing a poem 
about the relationship with 
her mother. 

“Forming words that sting 
when they hit your vulnera-
ble skin making you question 
your every move to avoid 
its lashes,” Acosta wrote. 
She was able to explain why 
toxic relationships are det-
rimental through a powerful 
lyrical dance. 

Acosta was not the only 
one who learned from her 
SIP, her dancers did as well. 

“She would tell us really 
personal stories in practice 
and it helped us bring her 

story to life,” Powers said. 
Acosta’s philosophy is 

anyone can dance with the 
right teacher; most of the 
dancers in her SIP were be-
ginners. At the end of the 
performance, Acosta was 
given a standing ovation. 
Students were impressed and 
underclassmen were inspired 
to come up with their own 
unique topic for a SIP that 
not only fulfills the require-
ment but also speaks to them. 

“As one of Melissa’s 
dancers, I was moved by 
her stories. I am honored to 
have brought her story to life 
and she has inspired me to 
never give up and follow my 
interests. Hopefully, I will be 
able to write a SIP as great 
as hers,” Jessica Magaña 
’17 said. 

Acosta’s conversation 
between her body poetry and 
soul was truly a work of art. 

Senior Melissa 
Acosta performed 

her piece last Friday 
in Dalton Theater

Melissa Acosta ‘15 performing her SIP: “A Conversation Between Body & Soul”

A Poetry and Dance Narrative SIP Review

Janay Johnson / The Index
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On March 26, the Kalamazoo School 
Board meeting was full of parents and 
students voicing their concerns about 
a new dress code rule at Kalamazoo’s 
Loy Norrix high school.

 A recent crackdown on leggings at 
the high school – which resulted in girls 
being pulled from class and told their leg-
gings or skinny jeans were too provoc-
ative and distracting – led many Norrix 
students to voice their opinions about 
the new rules. Calling the ban “sexist,” 
“demeaning,” and “misogynistic,” stu-
dents maintained that the new crack-
down was a form of “body shaming” 
that objectified female students.

Policies like this are nothing new to 
the American school system. Whether 
schools mandate that students wear 
uniforms, allow students to wear street 
clothes (provided they fit within the pa-
rameters of the school’s policy), dress 
codes are a fact of life for the majority 
of American students. 

However, many dress codes leave stu-

dents feeling offended and humiliated, 
with the majority of the rules focused 
on young women’s clothing rather than 
young men’s.

It could be argued that young women 
have more clothing options, and thus 
have more rules regarding what they 
can and cannot wear to school, but this 
is simply not the case. Dress codes are, 
in the most basic sense, a regulation of 
what is and isn’t school-appropriate, but 
they’re also a regulation of women’s 
bodies. The leggings ban at Loy Norrix 
High School is just another facet of this 
regulation, clothed in morality.

When young women are pulled out 
of their classrooms and sent home to 
change into something “more appropri-
ate,” they’re being told that what they 
wear to school is more important than 
the education they receive at school. 

Young women are told that their 
clothes are “distracting” for their male 
teachers and peers, but young men 
aren’t told that they should focus on 
their education instead of ogling their 
female co-eds.

 Even more disturbing is the fact that 

male teachers are not being told that 
their behavior is problematic: a male 
teacher who sexualizes an underage 
woman is let off the hook, while the 
female student is demonized. 

In addition, these dress codes serve 
as to publicly shame young women 
for acting “too provocative:” when a 
young female student is chastised for 
her clothing, it’s rarely a private experi-
ence. Instead, she is humiliated in front 
of her peers and school administrators.

Young women are consistently caught 
in a double-bind in American society, 
and dress codes are just another facet 
of this double standard. While young 
men are subject to their own dress code 
policies, it is the female students who 
are punished the most for breaking the 
rules. Expected to be sexually attractive 
but punished for being too provocative, 
young women are caught in a “damned if 
you do, damned if you don’t” situation.

Fortunately, the female students at 
Loy Norrix are speaking out against 
discriminatory dress code policies, and 
will hopefully prompt administrators to 
review their rules.

emaline lapinski
index staff writer

Dress Code Drama
New leggings ban at Kalamazoo high school sexist, unwarranted

As of Sunday of week 
three, I have been to two 
junior reunions and I’ve 
heard of many more. While 
it has been nice to reconnect 
with people who went on 
study abroad, and who can 
complain about free food, I 
needed this more fall quarter.

As a junior who stayed 
at K this year, I knew three 

things for certain: I was 
going to get into every 
class I wanted, I was going 
to get lots of hours at the 
coffee shop, and all my close 
friends were thousands of 
miles away leaving me to 
fend for myself.

I walked into fall quarter 
like a first year again, but 
this time without an orien-
tation or a seminar to ground 
me. I felt very isolated, and 
because all of the juniors on 

campus did too, it was hard 
to find a place to fit in.

While first years were 
making friends during ori-
entation, sophomores already 
had their cliques, and seniors 
were too busy with SIPs to 
notice us, I felt very isolat-
ed from the K community.

If we could have had more 
“Reunions” like the ones 
we’ve had this quarter, I’m 
sure it would have benefit-
ed many juniors sticking 

around kzoo.
Many of us are spread 

throughout the campus and 
off, in different departments, 
and different lunch sched-
ules, so finding a place where 
we could all come together 
and note how many of us 
were actually here, would 
have made me feel less alone.

While there was one, very 
underpopulated, attempt by 
the Junior class dean—which 
I fully commend and wish I 

could have attended—there 
was not enough an attempt 
by any department to take 
care of the juniors that were 
still on campus.

Just finding a space where 
we could all come togeth-
er, and know who was on 
campus, I’m sure I would 
have created more connec-
tions. A simple departmental 
get-together meet and greet 
during common time would 
be a great way to connect 

juniors to each other.
While things ended up 

well-enough for me, meaning 
I did not spend junior fall and 
winter quarters hidden away 
in my room as a spinster, it 
was not thanks to the college. 
I’m not asking for a person-
al advisor or a mandatory 
meeting, just more oppor-
tunities to try and bring the 
junior class together while 
we try and figure out where 
we fit in as juniors at K. 

emily pizza
opinions editor

No Support for Juniors on Study Abroad

Students at Loy Norrix High School (pictured) face an updated dress code that focuses on leggings.

Sydnee Stannard / Knight Life
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Every single week is the 
same:  I find a worthy K 
College athlete, challenge 
them to their sport, suffer 
a disheartening loss that is 
often embarrassing beyond 
measure, and start the mo-
notonous cycle over again.  In 
these moments of hardship, 
it is important for all athletes 
to look towards their inspi-
ration in order to get things 
back on track.  So I turned 
to the man who inspired me 
to start this column and con-
sidered the question, “What 
would Shaq do?” My first re-
sponse to this query was prob-
ably that he would mumble 
quietly about some NBA non-
sense, go home, order way to 
much Chinese food which he 
would somehow finish, and 
watch his Icy-Hot commer-
cials on repeat while chanting 
to himself “You look good, 
Shaquille.” As this didn’t 
seem like the most produc-
tive solution to my problem of 
losing to Kalamazoo College 
athletes, I resolved to chal-
lenge men’s soccer goalie, 
Beau Prey, instead.

Now Beau has had a distin-
guished career at K College 
and I am lucky to have called 
him a teammate for the past 
for years.  He received All-
MIAA honors at the end of 
this season and was a major 
part of the Hornets’ run to 

second place in the con-
ference and a near victory 
over Calvin College in the 
finals.  He was also named 
to the NSCAA All-Region 
team and boasted a .88 goals 
against average during the 
2014 season.  Throughout my 
soccer career, I have never 
played with a better goalie 
than Beau but I felt that I 
might be able to edge him in 
a penalty kick competition.  I 
was a fine keeper myself up 

until the age of eight when ev-
eryone started growing and I 
remained so short that a ball 
kicked four-and-a-half feet 
in the air was not only out 
of my reach, but out of my 
postal code.

I met Beau at the Kalam-
azoo College soccer field on 
a blustery April afternoon.  
To ensure that there was no 
bias, I recruited junior soccer 
player and penalty kick spe-
cialist Shahir Azhar to shoot 

on Beau and myself.  Shahir 
would take five penalties on 
each of us and whoever saved 
the most, would emerge vic-
torious.

 I lost my intimidation 
factor on Beau when I jumped 
up to touch the crossbar on 
my first attempt and whiffed 
completely.  I got it on the 
second try but I think the 
effect was spoiled slightly.  
My first penalty that I faced 
sailed by me before I could 

react in the slightest.  Beau, 
on the other hand, leapt up 
with cat-like reflexes to snag 
Shahir’s shot out of mid-air 
before gracefully landing.  I 
attempted this diving save 
only to land awkwardly on 
my collarbone while Sha-
hir’s shot hit the back of the 
net.  The contest ended with 
Beau saving three penalties 
to my one.  My save came on 
a shot that Shahir hit right at 
me, which surprised me so 

much that I promptly dropped 
the ball and just barely kept 
it out of the net.

These losses don’t even 
affect me as much as they 
used to, I’m pretty numb to 
them by now.  I guess the 
only answer is to join Shaq 
on whatever couch he might 
be on at the moment, indulge 
in some food which has cho-
lesterol content off the charts, 
and prepare for my next chal-
lenge.  

Spencer takes on 
soccer teammate 
Beau Prey for the 

ultimate shoot-out
spencer macdonald

sports editor

SPENCER VS BEAU PREY

Men’s Baseball took on 
Hope on the Friday and Sat-
urday in a four game series. 
The first two games were 
played in Kalamazoo and 
the Hornets came out strong. 
Led by Ryan Orr’18 who 
pitched a complete game 
only allowing one run, they 
won the game 2-1 with an 
outstanding rally in the 
bottom of the seventh. The 
win moved Orr’18 to 5-0 on 
the season. The second game 
was a battle as Hope came 
out strong, scoring all six 
of their runs in the second 
inning. The Hornets battled 

back, but came up one run 
short losing the game 6-5 to 
the Flying Dutchman. They 
traveled back to Holland 
to play the remaining two 
games at Hope. The Dutch-
man came out hot on Satur-
day, and the Hornets were 
unable to stop them. They 
lost both games, 6-2 and 7-0 
respectively.

The golf teams were out 
in the beautiful weather on 
Monday playing in honor of 
former men’s Coach Steven 
Tyler. The men finished sixth 
with strong performances by 
Phil Ritchie’17 and David 
Smith’17 who both carded 
seventy-nines that placed 

them in a tie for tenth. Sarah 
Manski’15 led the women 
with a ninety-five, which 
landed her in fourteenth place. 
The whole day of golf was all 
in the remembrance of Steven 
Tyler, the former K golf coach 
who lost his life to cancer a 
few years ago.

Women’s softball had a dou-
bleheader versus Calvin on 
Friday where they split games 
behind the continued strong 
play of Querubin Dubois’18. 
The Hornets lost the first game 
10-8, but came back strong 
and won the second game 

Spencer and Beau Prey go toe-to-toe in a soccer shoot-out.

Courtesy of Kalamazoo College

Week in Review
spencer macdonald

sports editor

REVIEW on page 6

BASEBALL

GOLF

SOFTBALL

Robert Manor / The Index
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Women’s Lacrosse Team Shows Growth

In their second year as 
an official varsity sport, 
women’s lacrosse is already 
well on their way to becom-
ing one of K’s larger ath-
letic success stories. 

For many teams the first 
few seasons against estab-
lished and older competi-
tion can be very taxing. This 
will lead to a lot of losses 
and frustration among 
the players and coaches. 
However, the women’s la-
crosse team here at K is 
already showing massive 
improvement in only their 
second official season. 

In their first season the 
women went two and six 
in MIAA play, putting them 
in seventh place at the end 
of the season. This season, 
they currently sit in a tie for 
third place with a chance 
to become solo third with 
a win at home Wednes-
day against Albion. A lot 

of this quick success has 
come from the development 
and growth of the individ-
ual players themselves and 
from the overall growth as 
a team.

“We’ve grown a lot in 

actual lax [lacrosse] skills, 
but we’ve also grown men-
tally,” says Coach Emilia 
Ward. This mental growth 
was shown most recently in 
K’s game against Hope on 
Saturday. Coach Ward de-

scribed the game as going 
in runs; it was 3-1 at half-
time in favor of Hope before 
they came out on a 7-0 run 
after halftime. K then made 
a comeback run by scoring 
six straight goals, however 

it wasn’t enough as they fell 
to Hope 13-8. “Our team 
last year may not have been 
able to come back like we 
did this weekend,” says 
Coach Ward. Despite the 
loss, Coach Ward still sees 

the mental growth as a great 
sign going forward. 

Some additional growth 
shown by this year’s team 
is the more prolific scoring 
they have shown early in 
the season. Last year all 
season long they aver-
aged 9.4 goals per game 
while this year through only 
nine games they are aver-
aging 10.1 goals per game. 
Another improvement from 
last season is freshmen goal-
keeper Katie Johnson’18. 
She has been a three time 
MIAA Defensive Player of 
the Week. 

With this gradual growth 
the team has also raised their 
expectations for this season. 
“This year we expect to 
finish in the top four and 
play in the conference tour-
nament,” says Coach Ward. 
One step towards this will 
be the conference game 
against Albion Wednesday. 
Women’s lacrosse is one of 
the sports at K that gener-
ally draws a large crowd, 
Coach Ward hopes that 
trend continues this week. 
She says, “Having a huge 
home student crowd really 
helps, our girls feed off their 
energy.” 

nick marsh
index staff writer

The leak in the 
basement of Olds 
Upton Hall was 

discovered April 4

Some people will say that 
cross country isn’t a team 
sport, but sophomore runner 
Danielle (Dani) Gin’17 will 
say otherwise. “People say it 
[cross country] isn’t a team 
sport, but you get so much 
farther when you’re with a 
team because we all push 
each other,” says Gin. 

Gin comes to K all the way 
from Chandler, Ariz. where 
she began her cross country 
career. She originally gave 
up the sport her first year at 
K because she thought she 
was done with it. However 
by the time sophomore year 
had come around she was 
already back running with a 
team again. In her first year 
on campus when she didn’t 
run cross county, she says 
she ran at least once a week 

because she missed the sport 
so much.

The cross country team is 
not the only group on campus 
that Gin is a part of. She is 
also a member of K Crew, 
the college choir, works in 
the gear room in Harmon 
and she helps run humans 
verses zombies.  Gin likes to 
be a large part of the campus 
community, she has a very 
friendly personality and puts 
this to use as a campus tour 
guide. “My tour guide was the 
reason I came to K, so I like 
to give back in that regard,” 
says Gin. 

Her participation at K is 
also not limited to just ac-
tivites on campus. She re-
cently went on a KOC trip to 
Kentucky over spring break. 
She also did Landsea and de-
scribed the experience as life 
changing. 

Gin is not just a great 

member of the K communi-
ty she is also a strong pres-
ence in the classroom. She is 
a classics major, specializing 
in Greek and Latin. Last year 
she was awarded the Clara 
H. Buckley Prize for Excel-
lence in 
Latin. As 
a junior 
she plans 
to study 
abroad in 
Rome. 

Despite 
a l l  o f 
these remarkable achieve-
ments many friends say Dani 
is still one of the most friend-
ly and approachable people 
on campus. Although some-
times she shows affection in 
odd ways (by whacking her 
friends with her keychain to 
say hello), her friendship is 
still cherished by many in the 
K community.  

nick marsh
index staff writer

Know Your 
Hornet 
Fast Fact
Gin is also a 
member of 
K Crew and 
College Singers

Get to Know Danielle Gin

The Women’s Lacrosse team running drills during a practice at the Angel Field sports complex.

Van Forsman / The Index

Week in Review

10-2 in 5 innings. They had 
a doubleheader the next day 
versus Defiance where they 
lost both games 6-4 and 5-3.

Women’s Tennis

Women’s Tennis played Hope 
this week in a hard fought 
match. Hope is nationally 
ranked 26th, and they proved 
to be a tough battle for the 

Hornets. In the close match, 
Hope won 5-4 as the Hornets 
were unable to pull off the 
upset. The women bounced 
back the next day and domi-
nated Adrian by winning 8-1 
on the road.

Women’s Lacrosse

In a game verses Hope this 
weekend another battle 
between bitter rivals took 
place. Taking place in 

Holland, the first half began 
with strong defense from 
both teams, as the score at 
halftime was Hope leading 
3-1. Hope came out strong 
in the second half extend-
ing their lead to nine early in 
the half. The Hornets came 
charging back though, but 
in the end came up just too 
short. Annika Sproull’17 lead 
the team with 3 goals. The 
women are now 4-5 on the 
season.

REVIEW FROM PAGE 5

Photo Courtesy of 
Danielle Gin
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Anita Hill is known as many 
things—slut, liar, attention 
seeker, feminist, pioneer, and 
hero—all titles stemming from 
her testimony against Clarence 
Thomas in 1991. Hill has been 
in the spotlight since the trial, 
and on Monday, April 1 she 
graced the stage at Kalama-
zoo’s Chenery Auditorium to 

share the wisdom she garnered 
over fourteen years.

Her lecture was a part of 
Western Michigan Universi-
ty’s Raise Your Voice series. 
The speech tied her bravery of 
raising her own voice against 
Thomas to the growing move-
ment of college women speak-
ing up about their experiences 
with sexual assault on college 
campuses. 

After recalling her own past, 
she called for change. “[Sexual 
assault] really has to stop… we 
need to imagine a world with 
no barriers,” and she called for 
women to raise their voices 
to address the needed change 

on college campuses. While 
dealing with issue of sexual 
harassment and assault, she 
noted, people must not exclude 
any conversations on the un-
derlying intersections of race, 
gender and sexuality. In doing 
so, people can create a world 
where sexism and racism are 
no longer so potent.  

Her speech and passionate 
plea was met with a standing 
ovation, and it clearly resonat-
ed with the crowd. She spoke 
to an audience who had faced 
similar struggles over the last 
few weeks. With the ongoing 
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Faculty Votes to 
Dismiss Business 
and Economics    
Minor

ACADEMICS

At the faculty meeting on 
Monday, April 5th, there was 
a vote by the faculty to end the 
business and economics mi-
nors. Current students will not 
be affected by this decision, as 
it will only take effect for the 
class of 2019 and beyond. 

The economics and business 
department has a large number 
of majors- 70 total this year. 
Those majors, though, are hav-
ing difficulties getting into the 
200 level class required as a 
prerequisite to take macro and/
or micro economics. The solu-
tion offered by the department 
is to no longer offer a minor, 
which could potentially free up 
space in 200 level classes for 
the majors. 

Ahmed Hussen, chair of the 
department stated in a letter to 
the Educational Policies Com-

mittee, “The unintended effect 
of the increasing popularity of 
our minor programs has been 
to deny majors from taking the 
200-level course requirement 
in a timely manner… sixteen 
out of the twenty-five students 
enrolled in [microeconomics] 
are seniors”. Indeed, according 
to registration stats, there are 
around 20 students who minor 
in business or economics each 
year, on average.  

Before going to the faculty 
meeting, the drop request went 
through the EPC. “We brought 
it to the faculty because it was 
not educationally solid… by 
getting rid of the minors, the 
majors can be stronger” said 
Pamela Cutter, chair of EPC. 
An issue brought up at the fac-
ulty meeting was the relevancy 
of minors as a whole and what 
their place at a liberal arts col-
lege is. 

 “A minor without any upper 
level classes is kind of odd,” 
Dr. Cutter said, “and the econ/
business minor is certainly not 
the only minor like that.”

chris cribbs
index staff writer

The change will only 
affect students of the 
Class of 2019 forward
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FOOD BEAT

Ceviche Offers 
Fresh Look at 
Familiar Flavors

An adventure in 
Costa Rica leads 
Rapin to a new 

discovery

Three little fingers appeared 
on the edge of the counter, fol-
lowed by a pink-lipped shy 
smile and a head of shiny dark 
hair. A slight girl of eight or 
nine took my order while her 
dad stirred a battered silver 
pot of lime juice, diced onions 
and peppers, cilantro, and 
raw fish. I eyed the plastic 
bottles of mayo, ketchup, and 
homemade chili sauce in a 
reused ketchup bottle, while 
she counted back my change 
in colones. On the counter, 
level with my shoulders, she 
landed three plastic spoons, 
three packages of Soda galle-
tas, and three red, paper Coca 
Cola cups of ceviche.  

In Costa Rica, most eating 
establishments – from road-
side stands to “shmancy” 
resort restaurants on the beach 
– offer ceviche (pronounced 

she-VEE-chay). What better 
snack than raw fish in zesty, 
salty juice served with some-
thing crunchy in the 90 degree 
heat?  

The preparation and quality 
differ vastly from eatery to 
eatery. At the ubiquitous Sodas 
(comparable to U.S. diners) 
the appetizer was served with 
soda crackers and a spoon. You 
get about a cupful for $3-$5. 
At Soda Tico, (A colloquial 
term for a Costa Rican native).  

A cat’s tail brushed my 
calves as I chewed the rubbery 
fish. I swatted a fly from the 
deceivingly delicate glass cup 
and snagged a nacho from the 
pile on my dad’s plate, won-
dering how long the fish had 
been ‘cooking’ in the lime 
marinade. 

In making ceviche, no 
heat is used, but the fish isn’t 
exactly raw. The citric acid 
in the lime juice, with a pH 
around 2, denatures the protein 
in the fish, changing both the 
appearance and 
texture. In the denaturing 
process, the acid breaks bonds 

katherine rapin
arts editor

Study 
Abroad 
Contines to 
Grow

elyse kaplan
index staff writer

CAMPUS

As the school year begins 
to come to a close, planning 
for the upcoming fall is in full 
swing. For many students— 
especially sophomores— this 
means preparing to leave for 
a study abroad program.  

According to Joseph Brock-
ington, Associate Provost for 
International Programs, The 
Center for International Pro-
grams (CIP) received roughly 
225 study abroad applications 
for the 2015-2016 school year. 
This number is greater than 
it was in both 2014-2015 and 
2013-2014, a change that was 
anticipated because of the 
large size of this year’s soph-
omore class.  

Brockington noted that the 
CIP will not know how the 
Class of 2016’s final study 

CEVICHE on page 3

CIP reflects on 
changing dynamics, 
encourages students 

to look into programs

On April 15th at 4:36PM, 
through the Hornet Hive 
and K Webmail, it was 

stated that a general Fi-
nancial Forum hosted by 
StuComm would be held 
to explain the general fi-
nances of where student 
tuition money is going. The 
meeting was to be held 24 
minutes later.  

Erin Bensinger ‘17, the 
editor-in-chief of Naked 
Magazine, stated that, “al-
though they (Student Com-
mission) ran out of money 

before we requested printing 
costs for our spring issues, 
we had a planned concert 
fall through for reasons un-
related to StuComm and 
we’re now planning on 
using that money to cover 
our printing costs.” Naked 
Magazine is short on funds 
for their upcoming Zoo 
After Dark, but they are 
hopeful for its outcome re-
gardless.  

With students’ recent de-
cision to suspend non-vital 
activities, this is a chance 
for students to get involved 
in the working groups to 
better organize finances. 
Kaplan encourages students 
to help with the working 
groups as well as contact 
her if interested in working 
with the budget.  

StuComm’s lack 
of funding leads 

to frustration, but 
increases willingness to 

participate

BUDGET on page 2

janelle grant & janay johnson
index staff writers

Anita Hill Discusses Sexual Violence 
on College Campuses

Hill appeared at 
Chenery Auditorium 
on April 13 to discuss 

sexual violence

colleen corrigan
contributing writer

HILL on page 3
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PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Graham Key, Index Publication Manager, interviews President Wilson-Oyelaran.  Read her remarks at www.thekzooindex.com 

on the web The News in Brief THREE THINGS 
YOU SHOULD 
KNOW TODAYLoretta Lynch 

Confirmation
What: Senate leaders 
resolved a bill on human 
trafficking, clearing path 
for the confirmation of 
attorney general nominee 
Lynch. 
When: Tuesday, April 21
Where: Washington, D.C.

Nazi Bookkeeper 
on Trial 
What: Oskar Groening, 93, 
known as the “Accountant 
of Auschwitz,” faces 
300,000 counts of 
accessory to murder for his 
role in the death camps. 
When: Tuesday, April 21
Where:  Lueneburg, 
Germany 

 Jon Stewart’s 
Final Show
What: Jon Stewart 
announced that his final 
appearance as host of 
“The Daily Show” will be 
August 6th, 2015. 
When: Tuesday, April 21
Where: New York, New 
York

Boston Bomb: 
Two Years Later 
What: The 2015 Boston 
Marathon was completed 
Monday, marked two years 
since the horrific bombing. 
Dzokhar Tsarnaev was 
recently found guilty, and 
is now facing the death 
penalty on 17 charges.  
When: Monday, April 20
Where: Boston, Mass. 

100s Die in 
Boat Disaster 
What: As thousands flee 
from unrest in Northern 
Africa and the Middle 
East, capsizing boats are 
leading to hundreds of 
drowning deaths.
When: Sunday, April 19
Where: Mediterranean 
Region

Former Egyptian 
Pres. Charged
What: Ousted Egyptian 
President Mohammed 
Morsi was sentenced to 20 
years in prison on charges 
linked to the murders of 
protestors in 2012.  
When: Tuesday, April 21
Where: Cairo, Egypt

1 The Koch Brothers have 
unoffically backed Wis-
consin Govenor Scott 

Walker in the 2016 Presi-
dential race. While they 
support his campaign, they 
will not invest financially in 
the primary races. 

2Pope Francis accept-
ed the resignation of 
Kansas City Bishop 

Robert Finn after he was con-
victed of not reporting child 
abuse in 2012.  

3The National Hockey 
League playoffs kicked 
off last week. The 

Detroit Red Wings are ap-
pearing in their 24th straight 
playoffs, playing the Tampa 
Bay Lightning.

THE WIRE

Q&A with Miguel 
Castellanos
By Elise Houcek

Read an interview with 
first-year Castellanos and 
his unique music tastes, 
along with his plans for a 
future pursuing music.

THE WIRE

K Goes Test 
Optional
By Graham Key

Kalamazoo College will no 
longer require applicants 
to submit ACT or SAT test 
scores beginning in the Fall 
of 2016.

EDITORIAL BOARD

Editor-in-Chief...................Colin Smith 
Publication Manager.........Graham Key  
News Editor.......................Viola Brown
Features Editor..............Trisha Dunham 
Arts Editor...................Katherine Rapin
Opinions Editor..................Emily Pizza 
Sports Editor.........Spencer MacDonald
Layout Editor.............Claudia Greening
Copy Editor...................Erin Bensinger

The Index encourages reader response 
in the form of letters to the editor.  
The Index reserves the right to edit 
for clarity, length, grammar and libel.  
Also reserved is the right to not print 
letters to the editor. Signed letters are 
preferred, but unsinged letters dealing 
with sensitive issues will be accepted 
and printed at the discretion of the 
editorial board.  Letters should be 
submitted via email by midnight on 
the Sunday before the issue in which 
they are to appear.  Please contact 
the Index with any further issues, 
comments or inquiries.  Please keep 
letters under 300 words.

We, the Index staff, produce this 
publication to accomplish the fol-
lowing goals: The Index will serve as 
a means of communication between 
students, administrators and members 
of the community.  We will respect 
all opinions and present them in an 
unbiased manner.  The Index will 
inform and entertain readers and 
address trends and issues important to 
its audience.  Although we are a staff 
comprised solely of unpaid student 
members, we will strive to make The 
Index accurate and truthful to adhere 
to all standards of professional jour-
nalism.  We recognize and respect the 
privileges given to us under the First 
Amendment, including the freedoms 
of speech and of the press. The Index 
is a form of editorial expression and 
we, the staff have the authority to 
make our own content decisions.  
We will provide a sounding board 
for the campus community; therefore 
the opinions expressed in by-lines, 
opinion articles and letters should 
not be considered to be the opinions 
of the newspaper staff as a whole.

I
THE INDEX

EDITORIAL POLICY

SUBMISSIONS 
POLICY

Photo Editor....................Robert Manor
Staff Writer..............Christopher Cribbs 
Staff Writer.................Green Dickinson 
Staff Writer.......................Janelle Grant 
Staff Writer......................Elise Houcelc 
Staff Writer.....................Janay Johnson
Staff Writer.......................Elyse Kaplan 
Staff Writer................Emaline Lapinski 
Staff Writer........................Shelby Long
Staff Writer.........................Nick Marsh
Staff Writer..................Katherine Rapin
Staff Writer.....................Megan Rigney 
Staff Writer........................David Smith

GENERAL STAFF

abroad numbers compare 
to other classes for several 
years, as some students 
choose to study abroad as 
sophomores or seniors. It 
is also likely that numbers 
will go down between now 
and departure, with a typical 
post-deposit “melt” falling at 
up to 5 percent of participat-
ing students. 

Despite this year’s growth, 
study abroad numbers have 
been steadily dropping over 
the past 5 years. Brock-
ington attributes this shift 
to changes in the overall 
student body— particularly 
the growing number of in-
ternational students attend-
ing K. This decline is not 
concerning to Brockington, 
though, who is enthusiastic 

about the growth in interna-
tional student numbers and 
noted that “In general, things 
look very positive for the 
programs around the world.”  

The regional distribution of 
students for 2015-2016 will 
not see much change in com-
parison to past years, with 61 
percent of study abroad par-
ticipants headed to programs 
in Europe, compared to 58 
percent in 2013-2014, ac-
cording to the CIP’s Annual 
Report. Programs in Asia 
are the next most populated 
for the upcoming year at 15 
percent, and South Ameri-
can programs stand in third 
at 10 percent.  

Although Ebola concerns 
led to the suspension of the 
Senegal program for the 
2014-2015 school year, the 
program has re-opened and 
students are planning to travel 

there in the fall.  
“We were able to place 

about 98% of the students 
into programs of their first 
choosing,” Brockington 
said. “There was a small sec-
ond-choice list, consisting 
mostly of students who were 
not admitted to their origi-
nal choices because of not 
meeting grade point average 
requirements.” 

“What we want to do here 
in the International Programs 
office is make study abroad 
available to every student 
who wants to go somewhere,” 
Brockington said. “We want 
to direct people to resources 
available to them.” He also 
encourages students who are 
planning for study abroad 
next year to attend the CIP 
workshops and to speak with 
past participants about what 
to expect while abroad.

ABROAD FROM PAGE 1

Study Abroad Numbers in Flux; 
CIP Remains Confident

First-year Commissioner, Elyse 
Kaplan ’18 said, “we have had 
a low turnout for our meetings 
[about StuComm’s budget] so far, 
and would love for more students 
to join us-- this is very import-

ant work!”  
Kaplan provided that most of 

StuComm’s money from this year 
has been allocated but they are cur-
rently trying to find unused funds 
that StuOrgs ended up not utilizing.  

The budget allocation for 
StuComm has appeared an ambigu-

ous topic among students, StuOrgs, 
and StuComm. “I think it would 
have been nice to get a warning 
when funds were running low so 
I could have planned ahead to ask 
for printing costs, but it doesn’t 
really matter anyway because things 
worked out for us,” Bensinger said. 

Bensinger expressed that she 
is thankful for StuComm’s work 
and understands changes are un-
derway. “I’m thankful to go to a 
school with so many financial re-
sources for students and organiza-
tions,” Bensinger said. 

Various StuOrgs leaders and 

representatives were contacted, 
but declined to comment on Stu-
Comm’s funding.  

“We usually use old stuff in our 
locker or accept donations instead 
of dealing with StuComm and the 
budget,” an anonymous StuOrg 
leader said.

StuComm Budget Ambiguity Concerns StuOrgs
BUDGET FROM PAGE 1
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Intercultural Movement 
and the upcoming Take Back 
the Night on April 28, her 
lecture fit in with recent 
events on Kalamazoo Col-
lege’s campus. 

While her speech addressed 

serious topics, Anita Hill left 
the audience with a feeling 
of inspiration and a drive 
to change the world. She 
stressed that the Clarence 
Thomas trial left her beaten 
down and attacked, but if 
given the choice, she would 
do it all again.

 All people can benefit from 
finding courage similar to 
what Hill exhibited and con-
tinued to show by raising 
her voice on behalf of other 
women. Her speech was a 
gift to the community and 
an invitation to aspire to be 
as strong as she. 

HILL FROM PAGE 1

Anita Hill Speaks at Chenery



22 APRIL 2015 Features PAGE 3

Ceviche Offers Fresh Take on New Flavors

Grove Point Compost System

CEVICHE FROM PAGE 1

between the proteins, unrav-
eling its ‘native’ form. This 
causes a sort of coagulation; 
the proteins form new bonds 
pushing out water and increas-
ing the toughness, according 
to Claire Lower, chemist at 
Render Food Magazine. In 
30 minutes, depending on 
the type of fish used, pink 
and fleshy becomes opaque 
and firm. The method dates 
back to Incan fisherman who 
developed this way to ‘cook’ 
the fish right on their boats.  

I was told to go to Kai Sushi, 
near the surfer’s beach in 
Nosara, for the ceviche, not 
the sushi. In artful capitals, 
the chalkboard menu offered 
ceviche camaron (shrimp), 
ceviche pescado (fish, speci-
fied as sea bass), and ceviche 
con ajillo (with garlic), mango, 
and passion fruit. To keep my 
comparison consistent, I went 
for the ceviche pescado. The 
fish was delicate and the mar-
inade had a balanced rich-
ness, like a splash of coconut 
milk had been added. It was 
delicious atop the thick tri-
angles of house-made, fried 
corn tortillas.   

Ceviche is thought to have 
originated in Peru, where it 
is traditionally eaten with a 
mix of sweet potatoes and 

corn to balance the heat of the 
chilies. The recipe has spread 
to various parts of South 
America, Mexico and the Ca-
ribbean, picking up region-
al variations along the way. 
In Ecuador, ceviche is often 
made with shrimp and zesty 
tomato sauce. It’s served with 
toasted chulpe corn – similar 
to corn nuts – called cancha. 
It can be made with a pletho-
ra of different seafood; Mahi 
Mahi, snapper, tilapia, halibut, 
scallops, squid, octopus, or 
even conch meat.  

I had dinner at a Tico’s 
house and asked my host 
how she makes the appetiz-
er. Maria uses the juice of 
mandarin limes to ‘cook’ the 
cubed Mahi Mahi. After thirty 
minutes, mas o menos, she 
adds chopped cilantro, onion, 
sweet pepper, salt, and just 
a little bit of ginger ale for 
sweetness. (She also adds ‘glu-
tamate’ - “what the Chinese 
use” - or MSG for extra flavor 
if she has it). She serves it 
with smashed fried plantains.  

Maria’s partner Mario 
told me I had to try the best 
ceviche in Playa del Coco 
served from a tiny stand beside 
a fading green sign. Maria’s 
eyes widened in agreement. 
“Muy Rico,” she said, throw-
ing her arm up and flicking her 
fingers like she had burned 
them on a hot pan. Mario, 

Rapin’s experience in Costa Rica led her to the delicious flavors of fresh ceviche.

It is 4:30pm on a Friday and 
there is a small gathering of 
five people at Kathy and John 
Beebe’s Café Casa. A tall man 
with dark hair and a clean-shav-
en beard begins to lightly tap 
the keys of the wooden piano 
that’s next to the bar. He sits 
down and begins to play an 
old sounding piece that shows 
his talent. A couple walks in 
and joins the crowd watch-
ing the Piano Man.  A few of 
the people seem to be regu-
lars of the café, making small 
talk with the barista behind the 
counter. They chat about trying 
to learn instruments and tuning 
the piano. None of the custom-
ers seem to know one another, 
however this does not stop the 
easy flow of conversation that 
has begun around the piano. As 
the pianist steps away from the 
instrument, the barista laughs, 
“You made an un-tuned piano 
sound tuned!” 

Unlike the other popular cafes 
that college students frequent in 
Kalamazoo, if you walked in 
during the week you probably 
wouldn’t have trouble finding 
a table to spread out your work. 
The menu does not advertise 
an abundance of Fair Trade 
and Organic options. And if 
you need to pull a late night, 
they won’t be open. But, there 
is something about Café Casa 
that has made it last for the past 
22 years: community. The small 
crowds, the unique decorations, 
and the easy music make the 
scene, but really, it is the owners 
who form the sense of commu-
nity at Café Casa.  

Walking down the Kalam-
azoo Mall, among the rows 
of boutiques and shops, you 
will find Café Casa, near Amy 
Zane’s boutique. A black iron 
sign hangs out with the name 
inscribed. The neon light on the 
plate glass window lights up an-
nouncing that the café is open. 
Through the glass panels at the 
front of the shop, passers-by can 
look in and see the dim light-
ing and catch a glimpse of the 

bar, their view slightly obscured 
by a couple of plants near the 
front windows.  

Stepping inside, the light blue 
walls are draped with handmade 
quilts. Further back, a jungle of 
plants along the wall draw cus-
tomers’ attention away from a 
skeleton of an old wasp’s nest 
that is off in the corner. There are 
a few sets of square and circle 
wooden tables set up, and addi-
tional seating along the wooden 
bar that has glass squares with 
coffee beans pressed under the 
surface. The old wooden piano, 
with a painting of fruits, flowers, 
and faces, stands as a divider, 
separating the front of the café 
from the back.  

Behind the bar there is a shelf 
of books, a collection of antique 
teapots, and taped up along the 
side of the shelf is a collection 
of around 30 foreign bills from 
around the world, such as Aus-
tralia, Saudi Arabia, and Iraq.  

They represent the growing 
collection given one by one, 
from friends of the owners. 
“This is just what evolves with 
restaurants; starts out with one 
and then just goes, and that’s 
just how we got a lot of this 
stuff.” John said.   

The coffee shop feels more 
like a mix of someone’s living 
room and kitchen, rather than 
a café.  

Jesse Duke, one of two em-
ployees at Café Casa, remem-
bers when he first came to the 
cafe a couple years ago, “There’s 
all of this stuff you don’t expect 
to see at a coffee shop, you feel 
out of your element, but not in 
a bad way, like you step into 
another world-- ” Jesse starts. 
Jeremy, a regular at the café, 
adds,  “Kathy and John’s world.” 

Kathy and John take on the 
bulk of the workload at Café 
Casa: preparing the baked 
goods, soups, and other lunch 
foods, waiting on customers, 
and keeping up with the constant 
cleaning. Since they only have 
two other part-time employ-
ees, the Beebes are usually the 
ones tending the shop, allowing 
for authentic interactions with 
customers rather than indirect-

ly through another employee.  
The shop has attracted a lot 

of customers from their kind 
personalities, easy conversa-
tions, and delicious pastries and 
drinks. Kathy has long curly 
black hair that is usually loosely 
pulled back, has a warm smile, 
and gives each customer her full 
attention. John is tall, has gray-
ing-hair, with soft blue eyes and 
a shy smile.  

While some people would 
prefer not working with their 
spouse, Kathy feels the oppo-
site. “Over the years we’ve had 
dozens say, ‘Oh I could never 
work with my wife, we would 
drive each other crazy.’ And 
as a young couple we realized 
that people spend more of their 
waking life with the people they 
work with than with the person 
they chose to live their life with.” 
Though this makes it difficult 
to separate work from person-
al life, Kathy said they agree to 
try to leave work behind when 
they’re not at Café Casa. 

Café Casa opened 22 years 
ago when there were no other 
coffee shops in downtown Ka-
lamazoo. At the time, the Ka-
lamazoo Mall seemed like a 
good spot because of all of the 
business buildings and foot 
traffic that wandered past. 
Now, the area has changed with 
smaller businesses replacing the 
larger companies and the street 
has opened up to cars.  

At first they focused on ad-
vertising on college campuses.  
But, the Beebe’s realized that 
they were only counting custom-
ers they’d have for about four 
years. So, they decided to save 
the advertising costs and focus 
on foot traffic, which would 
mean longer-term customers. 

 “You get a lot of regulars who 
work up and down this street,” 
Jeremy said. He is one of the 
regulars who started frequent-
ing Café Casa when he started 
working downtown about three 
years ago.  

 “The people who wander in 
here are either hanging out at the 
Radisson and are just walking 
around downtown and they see 
this place, or its people who live 

or work around this area,” said 
Jesse. “If they weren’t coming 
here, this wouldn’t be a busi-
ness.” 

A blonde woman in her 
twenties walks in to order a 
bacon-waffle-latte for her boy-
friend. “My boyfriend and I 
came here a long time ago, and 
he loved it. I got a job down here 
now so I thought I’d bring him 
home one.”  

Kathy chats with the woman 
about the reaction of either dis-
belief or incredulous when 
people see the bacon-waf-
fle-latte on the menu. Then 
walks away from the register 
with a smile.  

“I made that drink up.” She 
said, referring to the bacon-waf-
fle-latte,  “It was inspired by a 
breakfast John made for me 
one day. And I just wanted to 
make a drink that tasted like 
that smell.”  

Other coffee shops in Kalam-
azoo like to boast about their 
Fair Trade items. Looking over 
the menu at Café Casa foodies 
of the area probably notice the 
lack of Fair Trade options. But 
John says they’re more inter-
ested in a commitment to re-
lationships they began decades 
ago.  “We have the same coffee 
people we’ve had from the be-
ginning. They’re from out of 
Lansing. I don’t see myself ever 
switching. We’ve use the same 
tea broker out of Massachusetts 
for almost 20 years. They put 
out a little catalogue,” he adds 
with a laugh. “It’s called the 
Tea Quarterly.”  

He hands over a pamphlet 
that looks like it was mailed 
in the 1920s. A sketch of a few 
women in early 1900s attire ad-
vertises the latest tea brands. 
Off in the corner the pamphlet 
assures that this is the Spring 
2014 issue.  

John and Kathy typical-
ly go through a lot of taste 
testing before choosing ideal 
flavors for their coffee and 
teas, making sure they have 
the highest quality options. As 
Kathy explained, the vendor 
works closely with their pro-
ducers every step of the way. 

Café Casa: Kalamazoo’s Best-Kept Secret
gabby latta

contributing writer

Katherine Rapin/ Index

“The fact that things aren’t 
always labeled Certified Fair 
Trade, or Certified Organic, 
doesn’t necessarily mean that 
those practices aren’t encour-
aged or used. There are simply 
a lot of restrictions when be-
coming Certified Fair Trade.”  

Jesse began frequenting the 
café about two years ago and 
got to know Kathy and John. 
He began working there last 
August.  

“It’s really relaxed. My fa-
vorite part is how many people 
from the community come here, 
and so working here I feel like 
part of downtown, and I never 
had a job that’s been like that.”  

In contrast with Café Casa, 
Jesse also works at Starbucks.  

“Starbucks I don’t have this- 
getting to know a lot of people 

on a one to one basis. Like I 
wouldn’t be able to stop. There 
are regulars who come in there 
and they’ll hang out and talk, 
but I’m always rushing around 
and the focus there is definitely 
on cranking out drinks, where 
as here, this feels a lot more like 
a bar setting, where everyone 
knows everyone by name. I’ve 
had plenty of crazy, weird con-
versations with strangers here 
who when the next time I see 
them we’re no longer strangers.” 

Café Casa is definitely John 
and Kathy’s world- the deco-
rations, the business style, the 
atmosphere. “I know that’s not 
how a lot of places do things, 
but we just do things our own 
way.” John says. And for the 
last 22 years, it’s clear that it 
has been working. 

FOOD BEAT

gave me detailed directions 
in Spanish, telling me to look 
for the big trees with ‘ceviche’ 
spray painted in white down 
the trunks.  

We ended up getting ceviche 
together the next day and it 
was exceptional. I asked what 
kind of fish and the niña at 
the tiny shop asked her dad.  

“Loro!” he shouted. “En-
tiendo?” Mario looked at me. 
I shrugged, “En Ingles?”  The 
gruff, graying man let go of 

the pot to throw up his hands 
in exasperation. (Later, we ran 
into Maria’s friend Flaco, a 
diving instructor at one of the 
local companies. He remem-
bered that Loro is Parrotfish.) 

Mario loaded his with a 
squirt from each of the bottles 
and I went for the hot sauce. 
Paper cups in hand, we headed 
down to the ocean to enjoy 
our snack and watch the fish-
erman return to the Playa Del 
Coco bay.  

Katherine Rapin / Index

Katherine Rapin / Index
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Throughout my freshman 
year, I’ve been working as a 
custodian, first in Hicks and 
now in Harmon. I honestly 
really enjoy my job. 

Whether I’m dusting, sweep-
ing, or vacuuming, I can listen 
to my music and work at my 
own pace. The people I’ve 
worked alongside have also 
been incredibly kind and un-
derstanding, especially when 
I’ve had to skip work to finish 
a paper or the like.

 That said, the same cannot 
be said for all of the students I 
encounter on shift. While some 
will smile at me or thank me, 
others they’ll wait for me to 
notice them so I can pause my 
work and give them space to 
pass if I’m sweeping or vac-
uuming. 

Other students won’t even 
look at me, and when I’m 
sweeping the stairs in Harmon, 
they’ll take their time walking 
past me so I have to wait before 
I can start sweeping again. 

I feel invisible when a group 
of students walks past me and 
they’re laughing and talking 
with their friends, I might as 
well be wallpaper. I wonder, 
is it because I have a broom 
in my hand? 

“Well, some of them treat 
you like you’re their mom, or 
whatever, and I act like their 
mom to a lot of them probably. 
And other ones, you can’t get 
them to look at you or say ‘hi’ 
or anything.” says Kimberly 
Russell, who’s been working 
at K for almost 10 years. 

“So it’s just kinda like, 
‘Okay, don’t treat me like I’m 
not there.’ I mean, I am here 
and I’m a person, I just am not 
going to college,” she said.

Russel attributes some of 
the seemingly rude gestures 
as a personality trait, rather 
than a malicious act.

 “I believe some [students] 
are shy, because they don’t 
know you, and then others just 
don’t want to talk to you. And 
I don’t know if it’s because 
you’re just a custodian or what, 
I don’t have any clue.”

During my first quarter, 
when I told Russel I was on my 
last day of work before break, 
she made a point of giving me 
a hug because it was the last 

time she’d see me until for the 
next few weeks. I remember 
this moment clearly because I 
was so pleasantly surprised by 
it; that one hug really bright-
ened the rest of my day. 

Emily Stevenson, one of my 
coworkers, said that the reac-
tions depend on the student.

 “I try to talk to everybody, 
and some of them say ‘hi’ back 
and some of them don’t ac-
knowledge you at all. Every-
body has different upbringings 
and how they were taught to 
respond to people. I learned not 
to take it personally. I worked 
in customer service for 5 years, 
you learn not to take stuff per-
sonal after awhile.”

Even when I no longer 
worked in Hicks, Stevenson 
would still say “hi” to me 
whenever she saw me and 
ask how I was doing.

Stevenson and Russell 
agreed that they feel that stu-
dents take for granted the work 
of custodians.

 “I think they just forget what 
we do, because a lot of them 
don’t appreciate it.” Russell 
said.

Another interesting reaction 
I’ve noticed is from students 
who know me from classes. If 
they recognize me while I’m 
working, it sometimes feels as 
though they’re taken aback.

They act like they’ve caught 
me doing something I shouldn’t 
be doing, 
working as 
a custodian 
instead of 
discussing 
anthropo-
logical the-
ories, and 
they’ll avoid 
acknowledg-
ing me. 

S o m e -
times I get 
this strange 
sense of pity 
from people who learn I’m a 
part-time custodian. Would 
I get the same reaction if I 
worked at the reference desk 
in the library? Russell doesn’t 
think so.

“Historically, custodians 
have always been looked down 
on. In society, custodial work 
has always been a menial job.” 
Stevenson said.

Russel agrees, and says 
that people often associate 

the word “brainless” to cus-
todial workers.

“We’ve still gotta pay our 
bills, we’ve still gotta go 
through life.” Russel said. “I 
have to exist.”

Stevenson grew up under-
standing the negative impli-
cations being a custodian has, 
but also the benefits it brought 
to her family.

“My grandmother was a 
housekeeper. She cleaned four 
different houses. But being a 
housekeeper, my grandmother 
bought her own house and we 
had a three cars. Lights were 
never off, I had a rabbit for a 
coat when I was five.” she said.

Russell also points out that 
custodial work is not her life, 
she even has a farm.

“And it’s like you can’t 
do anything else.” she said. 
“I quilt, I do stained glass 
windows, and I paint. It’s not 
like I can’t do something else.” 

Stevenson points out that 
she only cleans at work, and 
her home life is very different/

“It’s more than this [being a 
custodian]. I have five grand-
sons, I sew, I make wigs, I 
draw, I do poetry. I do this 
big myriad of stuff. Cleaning 
is the last thing we want to do 
when we get home.”

With that said, there are a 
few things you can do to make 
a custodians life easier, even 
if you don’t feel comfortable 

saying hello.
 Yo u 

know the 
little pieces 
of paper 
that are left 
over after 
you tear a 
page from a 
spiral note-
book? Don’t 
just brush 
them onto 
the floor for 
s o m e o n e 

else to clean up.
“there is not a little magical 

cleaning fairy.” Stevenson said.
Russel also mentioned that it 

drives them nuts when students 
use bathrooms that have been 
closed for cleaning - so keep 
that in mind and find a bath-
room that isn’t in the middle 
of being cleaned instead of 
disrespecting the people who 
work hard five days a week to 
keep K college spic and span.

green dickinson
index staff writer

The Heroes in Our Halls

Presidential Hiring Committee 
Lacking in Student Voices

Last week the entire 
campus received an influx of 
e-mails from various places 
on campus telling us about 
the resignation of our pres-
ident, Eileen Wilson-Oye-
laran.

After the initial shock of 
the announcement from stu-
dents, the next question on 
everyone mind was who was 
going to represent the entire 
student body on the council.

The group of individuals 
responsible for electing the 
next president consists of 
seven members of the board 
of trustees, three faculty and 
staff members, one alumnus, 
and one student.

The fact that the entire 
student body, one that the 
college advertises as coming 
from a variety of different 
backgrounds and experi-
ences, is supposed to be ex-
pressed in only one student 
is completely ludicrous.

The president of the 
college will be in charge of 
several different aspects that 
affect first and foremost the 
students at this institution. 

While any decision they 
make will impact the board 
of trustees, faculty and staff, 

as well as alumni, the largest 
impacts will be to those of us 
paying $50 thousand a year 
to get an education.

To have the voices of the 
student body represented 
through one fourteenth of the 
decision-making team com-
pletely under-represents us, 
and it unacceptable.

When student commis-
sion was in session, we 
didn’t elect a president and 
expect them to be attentive 
to the needs of every depart-
ment. We elected several 
other student commission 
members that were attentive 
to different departments and, 
although prob-
lematic, still 
gave us an in-
creased number 
of perspectives 
and voices.

The person 
who takes over 
as our college 
president will 
b e  m a k i n g 
changes that are 
incredibly im-
portant to our lives. How can 
we expect that one student 
will be able to represent the 
diverse experiences of the 
student body? We as stu-
dents have the highest at 
stake with a new president, 

and that needs to be repre-
sented in the committee.

I suggest the addition of 
at least two more students 
to the board, so we at least 
represent the college to the 
same extent the faculty and 
staff do. I also believe that 
one of the members should 
be a student of color.

Due to the events that have 
transpired on this campus 
in the last few months, it is 
more important than ever 
that the voices of students 
of color that are so often 
ignored are an integral part 
of this dialogue. 

The work the newly elected 
president does 
should be in ac-
cordance with 
the needs of 
the increasing 
number of stu-
dents of color 
on this campus.

S t u d e n t 
voices need to 
be heard, and 
expecting one 
student to be 

able to effectively do that 
is nonsensical. If the ad-
ministration truly believes 
that students have a say in 
the way our school is run, 
then we need to have more 
representation.

emily pizza
opinions editor

“Student 
voices need 
to be heard, 
and expecting 
one student 
to be able to 
effectively 
do that is 
nonsensical”

On April 11, Hillary Clinton 
announced via video that she 
would be running for presi-
dent in the upcoming 2016 
election. While she doesn’t 
have the official Democrat-
ic nomination yet, she is the 
first member of the party to 
announce her presidential in-
tentions.

However, many progres-
sives believe Clinton is not 
the right woman for the job. 
Citing issues like foreign pol-
icies, capitalist leanings, en-
vironmental policies, support 
of NSA surveillance, and con-
tinuing culture wars against 
certain members of the popu-
lace, progressives encourage 
the electorate to find another 
candidate to support.

While feminists have also 
been vying for Clinton’s presi-
dential run, many are also dis-
illusioned with her particular 
brand of women’s advocacy. 

Clinton is reflective of a 
kind of U.S. liberal femi-
nism, which, although sup-
ports women, also embraces 
corporate capitalism, racism, 

imperialism, and even hetero-
sexism and transphobia. 

Although Clinton is a pro-
found women’s rights advo-
cate, her advocacy deals with 
mainly white, middle-class 
women’s issues, and doesn’t 
really take intersectionality 
into account.

While I recognize that 
Clinton is problematic, this 
will not keep me from sup-
porting her over the other 
candidates vying for the 2016 
presidency. 

No other Democrats have 
officially announced they will 
be running, although many 
have stated that they are con-
sidering the option. The only 
other potential female candi-
date, Elizabeth 
Warren, has 
vehemently 
denied having 
an interest in 
running. 

As of now, 
Clinton is the 
only option for 
the left. And 
to be honest, after looking 
at some of the options the 
far right is serving up on the 
presidential platter, I would 

much rather take Hillary over 
Marco Rubio, Ted Cruz, or 
Rand Paul.

American two-party poli-
tics has become a complicat-
ed mess over the years, with 
elections often boiling down 
to voters picking the lesser 
of two evils. Both the Dem-
ocrats and Republicans have 
become parties for the upper 
class, with many of them ig-
noring the needs of a good 
chunk of the electorate. But 
this doesn’t mean we should 
despair: I actually encourage 
more people to go out and 
vote in the next presidential 
election.

While Clinton may not be 
the perfect politician, she 

is not the only 
American politi-
cian with a dirty 
history.

 At the end 
of the day, I’d 
rather have a 
somewhat prob-
lematic, but still 
liberal, president 

moving this country forward 
than a tightly controlled far-
right wing male keeping the 
United States in the 1950s. 

Hillary Clinton: Problematic, 
But Still has My Vote

emaline lapinski
index staff writer

“They act like 
they’ve caught me 
doing something I 
shouldn’t be doing, 
working as a custodian 
instead of discussing 
anthropological 
theories, and 
they’ll avoid 
acknowledging me”

“I would much 
rather take 
Hillary over 
Marco Rubio, 
Ted Cruz, or 
Rand Paul”

Wikimedia Commons

Photo  with Permission 
of Sam Doyle ‘13



Many people will assume 
that between sports and ac-
ademics, student athletes at 
Kalamazoo College don’t 
have much time for anything 
else. However, one import-
ant factor within the sports 
culture at K is the better-
ment of the local commu-
nity. Nearly all the teams on 
campus take part in volun-
teering somewhere in the 
Kalamazoo/Portage area 
to help out.

“Our athletes [at K] are 
some of our best leaders 
on campus. They realize 
it’s not just about them and 
they want to be leaders in 
the community and make 
it a better place,” says 
women’s basketball Coach 
Katie Miller. Coach Miller 
is also the faculty sponsor 
of K’s Athletic Leadership 
Council (ALC). The ALC 
is a group of upperclass-
men K athletes that help the 

whole athletic department to 
get involved in volunteer-
ing in the local community. 
They do this by sponsoring 
or hosting several events a 
year where any member of 
any K athletic team can vol-
unteer. These events include 
the polar plunge in the fall, 
the special Olympics basket-
ball game in the winter and 
the special Olympics track 
meet in the spring. 

Coach Miller says the 
number of athlete volun-
teers at those events has 
increased every year since 
she became faculty advisor 
to the ALC three years ago. 
This year’s special Olympics 
track meet will be Saturday 
from 8:30am to 1:00pm at 
Western Michigan’s track.

Outside of the ALC, the 
individual teams each have 
their own ways of helping 
to improve the community. 
For example, the baseball 
team volunteers at Bronson 
Children’s Hospital in the 
fall and spring. They also 
volunteer year round with 
Kalamazoo Public Schools 
to help with tutoring. 

Similarly the men’s and 
women’s basketball teams 
both do their own volunteer 
work.  The men’s team vol-
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3 Stars
of the

Week
Honoring the Top Three 
Performing Athletes of the Week:
Kalamazoo College has a talented group of 
student athletes.  In this section, The Index 
recognizes the top three performers of the week 
across all sports: Ian Kobernick, Erin DuRoss, and 
Branden Metzler.

Name: Ian Kobernick
Year: Sophomore
Sport: Baseball
Position: Center Field
Stat Line: 9 for 18, 2 HRs, 3 doubles, 7 RBIs, 7 runs scored
Week Summary: Sophomore Ian Kobernick earns the first star of the week with his impressive 
performances against Finlandia University and Olivet College, leading the Hornet baseball team to an 
undefeated week. Kobernick drove in three runs in the two-game, blowout series against Finlandia, but 
really came alive when the Hornets needed him most against conference opponent Olivet.  Kobernick 
hit a solo homerun in the first game against the Comets and followed up with a three run long ball 
in game two.  This performance earned him the recognition of MIAA Offensive Player of the Week.  
Kobernick’s batting average is up to .376, second on the team only to fellow sophomore Jack Clark.

Name: Erin DuRoss
Year: Sophomore
Sport: Softball
Position: Pitcher/Infielder
Stat Line: P: (1-1), 13 IP, 11 strikeouts.  H: 3 for 14, 1 double, 2 homeruns, 5 RBIs
Week Summary: Erin DuRoss does it all for the Hornets, whether it is pitching them to victory or 
hitting multiple homeruns in one game.  The sophomore turned out a solid pitching performance 
in game one against Adrian College as she struck out six and earned the win.  She followed up this 
performance with a monstrous second game against the Bulldogs, hitting two towering homeruns and 
driving in four runners.  She ended the week with a 3 for 6 hitting performance in the two games against 
Olivet and drove in one more additional run.  With this, she improves her in conference batting average 
to .293.

Name: Branden Metzler
Year: Sophomore
Sport: Tennis
Position: First Singles and Doubles
Stat Line: Singles: 6-1, 6-1 Win, 6-1, 6-0 Win.  Doubles: 8-3 Win, 8-4 Win
Week Summary: Since he broke onto the MIAA tennis scene in 2014, Branden Meltzer has been dominating his opponents and this week 
was no exception.  The sophomore made short work of Calvin’s number one singles player Matt Buesing, dispatching him in straight sets.  
Metzler also teamed up with junior Robert Hudson to win in first singles as well with a eight to three game statement win.  Metzler followed 
this performance up by defeating Branden Brom of Adrian in straight sets and polished the week off with another doubles win with his 
partner Hudson, beating the Bulldog’s first doubles team eight games to four.  The sophomore is already out to a 16-7 individual record and 
is undefeated in conference play in both singles and doubles.  Metzler has also helped the Hornets clinch a share of their 77th straight MIAA 
tennis title, a feat that along with his personal record, has just about locked up his second straight league MVP.

Athletes Volunteer in Kalamazoo and Portage

unteers at Loaves and Fishes 
throughout the winter while 
the women’s team volun-
teers year round at Milwood 
Middle School. 

Coach Miller says that 
many of her players now 
volunteer individually in 
the community because they 

enjoy helping out so much. 
This attests to a common 

theme within the athlet-
ic culture at K; that even 
though coaches require 
volunteer work from the 
players, it’s not something 
the players see as a required 
task. Many players have 

even said that it’s something 
they really enjoy doing, 
whether it be helping out 
a kid with her math home-
work or serving conces-
sions at the special Olym-
pics track meet. 

So there are high expecta-
tions across the board for K 

student athletes: work hard 
in the classroom, play hard 
on the field and still have 
time to give back to the com-
munity. K’s baseball coach 
Mike Ott says, “We like our 
[K’s] players to be ambas-
sadors on the field and off 
it as well.” 

Nearly all teams 
on campus assume 

volunteer positions in 
the local community

nick marsh
index staff writer

WANT THE LATEST IN K SPORTS NEWS?
Follow @indexsports on Twitter for live coverage of K Sporting Events

From left to right: Zach Cole, Jon Ernest, Joe Giacalone, Carter Chandler, and Andre Gard volunteer at Kalamazoo’s Gospel Mission

Kalamazoo Sports 
Information

By Spencer MacDonald



Coming to college from a 
different state is a common 
thing, but it can still be a dif-
ficult adjustment. Coming 
from a different country is a 
completely different story of 
difficult adjustments, unless 
that is, you are as charismat-
ic as Chris Francis’17.

Francis is originally from 
St. Catherine, Jamaica. 
However he’s been in the 
US living in Kalamazoo since 
August 2013. He chose to 
come to K after reading about 
it in Loren Pope’s Colleges 
That Change Lives. He was 
drawn to the experience that 
is Kalamazoo College, and 
of course the opportunity to 
play soccer. 

Francis currently is a mid-
fielder for K’s soccer team, 

but originally came in as a 
defender. However, after his 
first year on the team Coach 
Shabazz moved him up to 
midfield because he liked the 
pace Francis brought down 
the wings (soccer term). 
Francis says his relation-
ship with Coach Shabazz 
is one of his favorite things 
about K. 

“When I first came here 
in August 2013, coach 
[Shabazz] picked me up from 
the airport. He gave me a 
personal campus tour,” says 
Francis. This was the begin-
ning of a strong coach-player 
relationship that has driven 
Francis to work hard on his 
soccer skills on a daily basis. 

Off the soccer field Francis 
is a business major with a 
double minor in math and 
psych. His favorite class so 
far has been principles of 
marketing with Professor 
MacMillan because of its real 
world application.  Besides 
his love for learning about 
business, Francis also hopes 
to study abroad in Madrid 

next spring. 
Soccer and school aren’t 

the only thing in Francis’ life, 
there’s also more soccer. He 
is a huge Manchester United 
fan, calling himself “a die 
hard Red Devil.” Francis 
says “I remember coming 
home from high school and 
watching Man U play, it was 
my favorite.” He still follows 
his Red Devils religiously, 
and his Man U fandom is 
another thing he shares with 
Coach Shabazz. 

One tough question many 
Man U fans have is who is 
their favorite player, and this 
was no different for Francis. 
He said he likes Ronaldo a 
lot, but he also loved watch-
ing Paul Scholes and Ryan 
Giggs play because “they 
were such legends at Man U.” 

Although Francis hasn’t 
been home in over a year, he 
still takes much pride in his 
Jamaican culture. He says, 
“I know I am the best jerk 
chicken maker in Kalama-
zoo. You can ask my team-
mates.”
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Getting to Know Chris  Francis ‘16

nick marsh
index staff writer

Francis is currently 
a mid-fielder for K’s 
soccer team, but first 
played as a defender

Week in Review

The Kalamazoo College 
baseball team destroyed Fin-
landia University in a two 
game series on Wednesday, 
April 15th, winning both 
games by a score of 20 runs 
to zero.  Senior outfielder Scott 
Devine hit a lone homerun for 
the Hornets and pitchers Ryan 
Orr and Brent Yelton each 
earned wins in their starts.  Ka-
lamazoo capped off an unde-
feated week with a four game 
sweep of Olivet College, out-
scoring the Comets by a score 
of 28 to seven.  The Hornets 
were led offensively by soph-
omore shortstop Ian Kober-
nick and senior outfielder Joey 

Aliota and their two homeruns 
apiece.  The one-two punch of 
superstar pitchers Ryan Orr 
and Aaron Schwark won the 
Hornets the first two games 
while Nic Janssen and wily 
veteran Adam McDowell 
earned the wins for the final 
two games.  The Hornets return 
to home play April 23rd when 
they take on the Polar Bears 
of Ohio Northern.  

The Hornet’s softball team 
split both of their two game 
series this week, taking one 
game from Adrian College 
and Olivet College respec-
tively.  In the first series, the 
Hornets started hot with a five 
to three win over the Bulldogs 
from Adrian but dropped the 
second game by a close five 

to four margin.  They fol-
lowed that with a four to one 
loss to Olivet and ended the 
week with a six to five win 
over the Comets.  Sophomore 
Erin DuRoss led the Hornets 
both on the mound and at the 

plate as she hit two homer-
uns with four RBIs along 
with a pitching win.  Seniors 
Maddy Sinkovich and Quer-
ubin DuBois were heavy of-
fensive contributors for the 

Hornets, driving in five and 
three runs apiece.  The Hornets 
next play at St. Mary’s College 
on April 21st.

The Men’s Golf team 
wrapped up their week with 
a solid showing at Trine Uni-

versity’s A.C. Eddy Invita-
tional on Sunday, April 19th 
as they shot a 407 as a collec-
tive, earning them fourth place.  
The Hornets finished a mere 
seven strokes away from the 

eventual co-champions Sienna 
Heights University and Roch-
ester College.  David Smith 
and Phil Ritchie each played 
great rounds of golf, shoot-
ing a 73 and a 74 respectively.  
Both earned All-Tournament 
honors.  The Men’s Golf team 
does not return to action until 
April 26th when they take on 
rivals Albion College.  

The Hornet’s Men’s Tennis 
team started and ended a his-
toric week with victories, de-
feating Calvin College and 
Adrian College by an eight to 
one margin in both matches.  
These wins earn Kalamazoo 
at least a share of their 77th 
consecutive MIAA title.  Soph-
omore star Branden Metzler 
dominated first singles in both 

matchups as the Hornets saw 
little competition from Calvin 
or Adrian.  The men take the 
court again on April 22nd as 
they host Hope College.  

The Kalamazoo College 
Women’s tennis team won 
their lone match this week 
against Calvin College seven 
to two on Tuesday, April 14th.  
Junior star Sarah Woods 
was taken to a third set, but 
ended up pulling out a win at 
first singles.  Seniors Olivia 
Bouchard and Carrie Foura 
also picked up singles flights 
for Kalamazoo.  The Hornets 
swept the doubles flights and 
improved to five and one in 
the MIAA.  The women next 
host St. Mary’s on April, 22nd 
at Stowe Stadium.  

spencer macdonald
sports editor

Baseball 
(19-11, 14-6 MIAA)

Softball 
(8-18, 5-9 MIAA)

Men’s Tennis 
(12-5, 5-0 MIAA)

Women’s Tennis 
(12-6, 5-1 MIAA)

Courtesy of Chris Francis
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Kalamazoo Coffee Co. Replaces Waterstreet
With better prices, K 
welcomes “Michigan’s 
Best Coffee Shop” to 

campus 

Kalamazoo Coffee Company offers new flavors, along with better prices. 

COFFEE on page 2

The Book Club Cafe 
switched their coffee and 
tea products from Water 
Street to Kalamazoo Coffee 

Co. on Monday, April 27. 
To announce the change, 
the two bearded owners of 
Kalamazoo Coffee entered 
the Welles Dining Hall 
with push pots and Chemex 
coffee makers in last week 
to allow sampling.

Kalamazoo Coffee Co. 
owners Garrett Krugh and 
Darren Bain, who use their 
Black Owl Café as their 
coffee hub, were excited 

for this change, as well as 
their recent award for being 
named “Michigan’s Best 
Coffee Shop” by MLive 
last month.

The switch began shortly 
after Spring Quarter started 
when Director and Exec-
utive Chef of Kalamazoo 
College Creative Dining 
Services James Chanta-
nasombut and Book Club 
Manager Kelly Kribs met 

with both Krugh and Bain 
about three weeks ago.

Kalamazoo Coffee Co.’s 
prices were difficult to 
match, and their special-
ities with flavored coffee 
also made them a great con-
tender—especially for sea-
sonal coffees, which Water 
Street does not specialize 
as much.

Robert Manor / Index

colin smith
editor in chief

opinion
The Problem with 
Abstinence-Only Education
My old high school doesn’t really get in 
the news much. Without the helping hand 
of Michigan... PAGE 4

sports
Men’s Tennis Team Wins 
77th Consecutive Title
“Domination” is a common word in sports 
writing, but after 77 years, it may not be a 
strong enough word... PAGE  6

letter
From the Women, Gender, 
and Sexuality Affinity Group
As we come to the end of Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month, we hope that you will 
join us on May 7... PAGE  4

Arent, Bartz, 
and Ponto 
Honored With 
College Awards

Kalamazoo College hon-
ored Ms. Sally Arent, Dr. 
Jeffrey Bartz, and Dr. Pat 
Ponto with specific awards 
that showed their dedication 
and service to the K com-
munity and its students.

Arent, who has worked 
as the Administrative Assis-
tant to the Dean of Students 
since August 1992, received 
the 2015 Outstanding First-
Year Student Advocate. This 
award is for an educator 
who has made contributions 
to the academic achieve-
ment and personal develop-
ment of students during the 
first year of college.

 Arent enjoys and excels 
in her position. “At fall 
orientation, there are many 
students and parents who 

ACADEMICS

are nervous and may simply 
need a smile and a hand-
shake to make them feel 
connected.  I am happy to 
offer my hand and help in 
any way that I can to wel-
come everyone to our won-
derful Kalamazoo College 
Community,” she said.

Thankfully, K students 
and parents have Arent has 
a resource.

“My award says ‘The Pro-
vost and Dean of the First 
Year and Advising Honor 
Jeff Bartz, Outstanding Ad-
visor, 2015.’ It’s all I know 
about it,” Bartz said. 

Bartz is a professor of 
lower and upper level 
Chemistry courses, directs 
a research program with stu-
dent researchers, and is an 
academic advisor to about 
20 students. As faculty, he is 
on the Institutional Review 
Board and the Athletics Ad-
visory Committee. 

In addition to the long list 

janelle grant
index staff writer

The 3 were honored for 
their dedication to the 

K community  

Cultural Awareness Troupe Celebrates 21 Years

Kalamazoo College’s BSO 
hosted their 21st annual 
Cultural Awareness Troupe 
(C.A.T) last Friday and Sat-
urday. 

“The goal of C.A.T was to 
highlight the idea of Black 
resilience and the ability to 
create something beautiful 
out of pain and adversity,” 
C.A.T director Sarah Bragg 

‘17 said.
Through song, dance, 

and poem, BSO was able to 
speak about Black culture and 
expose many misconceptions. 

Kaitlyn Courtenay ‘17 
discussed the strength that 
African American women 
must have in order to grow up 
and succeed in America as a 
minority faced with adversity. 

“It’s one thing to look at 
a Black woman, it’s another 
thing to see her in your reflec-

tion,” Courtenay said.  
She stated that while some 

may try to copy the Black 
woman, one could never be 
the blueprint. It has become 
very mainstream for celebri-
ties to adopt characteristics 
of African Americans and 
Blacks, as Courtenay pointed 
out.

“Many people, such as 
Kylie Jenner, are getting 
bigger lips and it is clear that 
they may be trying to look 

MUSIC

Peformance 
Accentuates 
Low-Key Space

Braeden Rodriguez K’16 
dons the name Voidself as 
he debuted his first perfor-
mance at Satellite Records 
last night. As a chemistry 
major, he doesn’t find much 
time to make music unless he 
has something to study for. 
“I make music when I pro-
crastinate,” he said.

Somewhere between noise 
and ambience, he finds sound-
scapes. Rodriguez is listed 
under his SoundCloud name 
Fractal Goat, and many of 
his projects seem inspired by 

Chemistry major 
performs live for the 

first time at local 
record store

Brian Eno’s works. In other 
songs, his beats are hypnot-
ic. One song “wasteland (w/ 
Ohesion)” builds up until a 
dissonant buzz infiltrates the 
ears. The long “Enso” sounds 
cinematic, similar to an M83, 
but remains contemplative 
throughout its structure.

His music is improvisa-
tional when he performs 
live. Beforehand, he said he 
was “a little nervous, but 
a excited.” He performs 
by using a laptop, a music 
program called Ableton, and 
a launchpad that triggers dif-
ferent artist-assigned musical 
cues.

He will be playing at 
Stetson Chapel during the 
evening of Friday, May 8, 
thanks to a music showcase 
stringed together by Daniel 
Michelin ’18.

colin smith
editor-in-chief

janay johnson
index staff writer

Megan Rigney / Index

AWARDS on page 2

like African Americans and 
Blacks,” Courtenay said. 

She was moved to recite 
her poem due to this common 
occurrence of white people 
taking African American and 
Black traits and making them 
their own. 

A few students discussed 
their own personal struggles 
they encountered growing up.  
Through songs and poems, 

sports
Erin DuRoss ‘17: Star 
Softball Pitcher 
Some people work extremely hard 
to become good at a sport, others are 
naturally talented... PAGE 6  

A Cultural Awareness Troupe member performs during the group’s 21st annual production.

CAT on page 3

Photos Courtesy of OSI

More of the Music
Listen to Braeden’s music at 
soundcloud.com/fractalgoat
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PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Honey Sumon performs during the Cultural Awareness Troupe’s 21st annual event. 

on the web The News in Brief THREE THINGS 
YOU SHOULD 
KNOW TODAYNepal 

Earthquake
What: The death toll of 
Saturday’s 7.9 earthquake 
could reach 10,000, 
making it one of the 
worst natural disaster in 
Napalese history.
When: Tuesday, April 28
Where: Kathmandu, 
Indonesia

ISIS Death 
Count Grows  
What: New reports 
indicate that members of 
the radical Islamic State 
have killed at least 2,154 
people off of the battlefield 
in Syria since the end of 
June.
When: Tuesday, April 28
Where: Raqqa, Syria

Baltimore 
Action  
What: Citizens of 
Baltimore turned out en 
masse following the funeral  
of Freddie Gray, who 
suffered fatal injuries to his 
spine and larynx while in 
police custody April 19.
When: Monday, April 27
Where: Baltimore, MD. 

Marriage at 
Supreme Court
What: The Supreme Court 
will decide if gay marriage 
will be recognized across 
the nation, or if the 
decision will stay at the 
state level. The decision is 
due in June
When: Tuesday, April 28
Where: Washington, D.C.

Bali Nine 
Execution
What: Nine accused 
drug traffickers will be 
executed  in Indonesia, 
government officals 
reported, after refusing last 
minute appeals from the 
Australian government.  
When: Tuesday, April 28
Where: Jakarta, Indonesia 

Boko Haram 
Victims Found
What: Hundreds of bodies 
of victims were recovered 
when a Nigerian town 
was recaptured from Boko 
Haram, with many more 
victims expected to be 
found.  
When: Tuesday, April 28
Where: Damasak, Nigeria

1 Secretary of State John 
Kerry said on Monday 
that the world is “closer 

than ever” to reaching a 
comprehensive nuclear deal 
with Iran. Kerry also noted 
North Korea poses the largest 
barrier to full discussions of 
disarmament.

2Up to 250 people are 
feared missing after 
more avalanches 

hit Nepal. The avalanches 
are directly related to this 
weekends earthquake. 

3 During an interview 
with Diane Sawyer, 
Bruce Jenner came 

out as transgender. This has 
inspired conversation around 
transgender rights in the 
United States. 

THE WIRE

The Heroes in 
Our Halls
By Green Dickinson

Read Dickinson’s view 
on her campus job, along 
with interviews of campus 
custodial staff. Dickinson 
asks students and faculty to 
value those working in the 
halls.  

THE WIRE

K Athletes 
Volunteer
By Nick Marsh

Marsh looks into the athlete 
culture at K, specifically at 
how they engaged with the 
community around them. 
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There are no contracts 
with independent coffee 
shops, which allowed Cre-
ative Dining to switch over 
so quickly. Though Creative 
Dining will be cutting costs, 
the price for coffee in the 
Book Club will remain the 
same for the rest of the ac-
ademic year.

The money saved by 
switching will go directly 
into Creative Dining’s other 
programs, Chantanasom-
but said. Creative Dining 
is trying to keep their foods 
local, which helps to keep 
costs down. Recent efforts 
include buying vegetables, 
such as spinach and romaine 
lettuce, from local farms 
Crisp Country Acres and 

Understory Farm.
Kelly Kribs said she’s 

“not a huge flavored coffee 

person,” but she enjoys the 
Kalamazoo Coffee’s sea-
sonal twists, like their ha-

zelnut blend. Chantanaso-
mbut echoed this, saying 
they emphasize “coffee first, 

flavor second.”
Bain grinds real nuts for 

their flavored coffees, and 

Campus Switches to Kalamazoo Coffee Company
COFFEE FROM PAGE 1

he designed the art on their 
coffee bags. His attention to 
detail, coupled with Krugh’s 
knowledge, easily convinced 
Creative Dining to switch.

While Chantanasombut 
and Kribs were impressed 
with the coffee, their main 
concern is how students will 
react to the change.

Krugh’s and Bain’s sam-
pling in the cafeteria was 
received positively. David 
Demerest ‘17 said, “I’m not 
too critical of coffee, but it’s 
pretty good. Better than most 
coffee I’ve had, and I like 
it more than Water Street.”

Owner Garrett Krugh 
said that, “there are a lot 
of people [at K] who have 
never heard of us,” but he 
hopes the Book Club Cafe’s 
switch will make them more 
well known.

Robert Manor / The Index



29 APRIL 2015 Features PAGE 3

of roles, tasks, and 
achievements, he still has 
time to make sure students at 
K feel included. “I serve on 
the Sense of Belonging task 
force and the Intercultural 
Working Group on Training 
and Professional Develop-
ment,” Bartz said.

He does not just receive 
an award, but works to make 
his accomplishments ben-
eficial. “For a long time I 
have asked two questions 
about the projects and activ-
ities I do. Is it good for my 
students? Is it good for my 
research program?” Bartz 
said.

Ponto has been the Direc-
tor of Counseling at K since 
1986. According to Ponto, 
the counseling center started 
out with no one for her to di-
rect, but she has worked to 
get four paid psychologists 
and four WMU interns as 
reliable and needed resourc-
es on this campus. “We see 

approximately 375 students 
each year. Students come to 
us with a variety of personal, 
psychological, and mental 
health concerns,” Ponto said.

Ponto was honored at 
Founder’s Day with the Lux 
Esto award. The College 
describes the award as an 
employee who has excellent 
leadership, selfless dedica-
tion, and goodwill.  

Ponto finds the Lux Esto 
award extremely useful for 
K today. 

“It encourages leadership, 
dedication, goodwill, and 
innovation -- all of which 
are helpful on campus all 
the time, and particularly 
needed when significant 
issues are being discussed 
and solutions sought,” Ponto 
said. “I believe that a focus 
on selfless efforts to under-
stand varying viewpoints, 
a willingness to act with 
goodwill when there are 
differences, and a focus on 
innovative solutions, would 
serve us all well.”

AWARDS FROM PAGE 1

their stories came alive. They 
shared the comfort their 
mothers provided them in 
reassuring them of their worth. 

“I am unapologetically 
Black and I set fire to your 
cyclical stereotypes,” Aunye 
Scott-Anderson ‘18 said. 

Scott-Anderson demonstrat-
ed the ways people criticize 
Blacks for their skin tone or 
the way they act, but made 
the point that their history 
has made them strong and 
steadfast. 

Kaitlyn Courtenay ‘17, 
Quincy Crosby ‘17, Adrean-
na Grillier ‘18, Mele Makalo 
‘15, and Ronnie Russell ‘17 
performed a song in which 
they repeated the phrase “I am 
a conqueror.” This brought to 
light the fact that many people 
of color possess the ability to 
overcome because of strug-
gles pertaining to their culture. 

Erin Byrd ‘17 was an au-
dience member at the event. 

“I really felt C.A.T spoke to 
many pressing issues and I am 
glad BSO set out to address 
them,” Byrd said.

CAT FROM PAGE 1

CAT Celebrates 
21 Years 

Staff Awarded at 
Founder’s Day

katherine rapin
arts editor

Students had many reasons for joining the Clean Plate Club in the caf last week. In celebra-
tion of Earth Week, Dining Services provided the opportunity to reflect on how much food we 

throw away each day and strive to waste less. By signing the Clean Plate Commitment, students 
pledged to eat everything they put on their plate at dinner. After eating, students came back to 

tablers in front of the dish return to have their picture taken with their clean plate.  
Why not try to be members of the Clean Plate Club everyday?

Clean Plate Club 2015

Annalise Robinson, ‘17: “Putting food in the garbage is silly!”

Sam Ettwein, ‘17: “The kitchen staff works hard to prepare our food.” 

Zoe Johannsen, ‘18: “I love food.”

Even cafteria employees joined the Clean Plate Club last week. 

Looking for 
Summer 
Plans?
OSI presents Summer Leadership Conference 
Scholarships. This is a great opportunity for 
students to enhance their leadership skills 
through various conferences held throughout 
the country. Limited space is available for 
interested students. Scholarships include 
registration, housing, and food. In addition 
travel reimbursement will be available up to 
$500 per student. Interested students can attend 
the following conferences:

NACA Huge Leadership Weekend:  May 28-31, 
John Newcombe Tennis Ranch New Braunfels, TX

National Conference for College Women 
Student Leadership:  May 28-30, University of 
Maryland, College Park, MD 

Camp Pride:  July 14-19, University of North 
Carolina-Charlotte, Charlotte, NC

LeaderShape:  July 19-24 AND July 26-31, 2015, 
Champaign, IL

I-Lead:  July 26-31, Colorado Mesa University 
Grand Junction, CO

Leadership and Involvement:  Radisson Hotel, 
August 21-22, Kalamazoo, Michigan

Applications available at the front desk in Student 
Development or OSI website https://reason.kzoo.edu/
studentactivities/summerleadership/

The application is due on or before Thursday, April 30, 
2015.  Students attending the conferences must attend a 
short orientation meeting in early May. Please return the 
application to the Student Development Suite.

Questions can be directed toward Mark Campbell II, 
mark.campbell@kzoo.edu in the Office of Student 
Involvement.

Phtos By Katherine Rapin
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My old high school doesn’t 
really get in the news much. 
Without the helping hand of 
Michigan State University, 
the tiny town of East Lansing 
usually stays out of the spot-
light. But that all changed on 
April 15, when Northwestern 
professor and sex-positive ad-
vocate Alice Dreger decided 
to live-tweet her son’s absti-
nence-only sex education class 
at East Lansing High School, 
my alma mater.

The story went viral quickly, 
featured on Internet journal-
ism giants Buzzfeed, Think 
Progress, and Huffington Post, 
in addition other major news 
sources. 

In a matter of hours, my 
Facebook friends from high 
school were sharing various 
versions of the story, offer-
ing their own opinion about 
Dreger’s tweets. Many were 
amused, while some ex-
pressed distaste with Dre-
ger’s methods. Many past 
students who had taken the 
health course in which the 
abstinence-only sex educa-
tion is offered agreed with 
Dreger’s comments, saying 
she was fairly accurate in her 
portrayal of how sex educa-
tion is taught to the youth of 
mid-Michigan.

Dreger described what 
many of us have heard before: 
questionable statistics about 
contraceptives, slut-shaming 

methods encouraging young 
women to “remain pure,” and 
scare tactics used to keep high 
schoolers in the dark about sex 
and reproductive health. All 
of this was combined into a 
shame-based, heteronorma-
tive curriculum, where stu-
dents learned very little.

While this story allowed 
me to work over some old 
anti-high school teen angst, 
it is important to remember 
the larger picture of sex ed-
ucation in America, one that 
also affects middle and high 
school students outside of a 
sleepy little college town in 
mid-Michigan. 

The sex education program 
offered at East Lansing High 
School is taught by outside 
professionals 
hired by the 
school, and 
the program 
is the “most 
liberal” of 
the three 
state-spon-
sored sex ed-
ucation pro-
grams offered 
to schools. 

Alice Dre-
ger’s tweets put some things 
in perspective: if one of the 
purported “liberal” sex ed-
ucation programs is as bad 
as she says, what’s a more 
“conservative” sex education 
program like? What are stu-
dents in other school districts 
learning about sex?

If there was any evidence 

that abstinence-based sex 
ed curriculums worked, this 
would be an entirely dif-
ferent story. But that’s not 
the case. Many studies have 
proven that comprehensive 
sex-positive sexual health 
education is the best way to 
lower teen pregnancies and 
risky sexual behaviors. Un-
fortunately, these kinds of 
programs aren’t being offered 
across the United States.

A conservative, religious 
majority decides what goes in 
to students’ sexual health edu-
cation programs, and the ma-
terial usually consists of what 
Dreger describes. Because 
of this, teenagers grow up 
being surrounded by popular 
culture that puts sex on a ped-

estal, but then 
shames them 
for wanting 
to experi-
ment and 
explore their 
developing 
sexualities. 
In addition, 
t e e n a g e r s 
also have 
very little 
information 

about how their bodies actu-
ally work when it comes to re-
productive and sexual health. 

Hopefully, Dreger’s story 
about abstinence-only pro-
grams at ELHS will not only 
prompt a local effort to review 
sexual health education cur-
riculums, but a national one 
as well.

The Problem with 
Abstinence-Only Education

emaline lapinski
index staff writer

On April 15, Alice Dreger, a professor at Northwestern University, live-tweeted from her son’s Sex-Ed class.  
The result has renewed the national debate over abstinence-only youth education.

“If one of the 
purported “liberal” 
sex education 
programs is as bad 
as she says, what’s a 
more “conservative” 
sex education 
program like?”

Dear members of the Ka-
lamazoo College community,

As we come to the end of 
Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month, we hope that you will 
join us on May 7 at 7pm in 
Dewing 103 for “The Hunting 
Ground,” a new documenta-
ry on campus sexual assault. 
S3A, Sister Circle, POWER, 
and the YWCA will provide 
information on resources both 
on and off campus, and Deb 
Rose and Kenlana Ferguson 
from the counseling center 
and Cathy Brown, Director of 
Victim Services at the YWCA, 
will facilitate an informal dis-
cussion after the film.

Recent studies suggest that 
one in five women and one in 
sixteen men will be sexually 
assaulted during college; col-
lege-age women are four times 
more likely to be sexually as-
saulted than women in any 
other age group. As disturb-
ing as they are, these statistics 

are widely considered to be 
low estimates, because many 
students -- and perhaps most 
students -- never report sexual 
assault to campus authori-
ties or law enforcement. At a 
minimum, then, these figures 
suggest that 160 women and 
37 men of K’s current student 
body will be targets of sexual 
assault or attempted sexual 
assault. Even more shocking-
ly, two-thirds of perpetrators 
of sexual assault are repeat of-
fenders, and the average per-
petrator on our campus will 
commit not one, but six as-
saults. Furthermore, since the 
percentage of college students 
affected by sexual assault has 
not diminished over time, we 
daily work side-by-side with 
faculty and staff members who 
are also survivors of campus 
rape. To believe that Kalam-
azoo College is somehow 
exempt from these nationwide 
patterns is not just naïve, but 

dangerous.
Sexual violence is system-

ic and structural, and we need 
sustained critical reflection on 
the relationship between inti-
mate, historical, and institu-
tional violence. Any attempt 
at prevention must consider 
this continuum of violence, as 
well as a spectrum of preven-
tative actions. As a communi-
ty we are responsible to each 
other for this, at the least. The 
heart of this process requires 
us to envision the space we 
want to share -- and create -- 
together. To begin this process 
we must learn how to identify 
violence, to take responsibil-
ity, and to make a choice (to 
act or to ignore). Please join 
us on May 7 as an initial step 
in this process.

Signed,
The Women, Gender, and 
Sexuality Affinity Group

A Letter From The Women, Gender, and 
Sexuality Affinity Group

I
www.thekzooindex.com

All of the news that’s fit to print
... and then some



29 APRIL 2015 spOrts PAGE 5

3 Stars
of the

Week
Honoring the Top Three 
Performing Athletes of the Week:
Kalamazoo College has a talented group of 
student athletes.  In this section, The Index 
recognizes the top three performers of the week 
across all sports: Anika Sproull, Emma Patrash, 
and Aaron Schwark.

Name: Anika Sproull
Year: Sophomore
Sport: Lacrosse
Position: Midfield
Stat Line: 2 Games: 3 Goals, 1 Assist, 5 Ground Balls, 11 Shots on Goal
Week Summary: Anika Sproull is a goal-scoring anomaly and has been terrifying defenses in the MIAA all season 
long.  The sophomore midfielder added an astounding seven goals to her year tally this week in games against St. 
Mary’s and Alma, bringing her season total up to 45 goals scored.  While she is currently in fifth place in the MIAA 
in this category, she has also dished out seven assists this year, including one in the game on Wednesday at St. 
Mary’s.  After eclipsing the 100-point mark in her career this week and setting the standard for the newly formed 
women’s lacrosse team, Sproull now sits only three goals shy of the 100-goal milestone in her career.  With Sproull 
still having two years left to play for the Hornets, Coach Emilia Ward will have high expectations for the program.

Name: Emma Patrash
Year: Senior
Sport: Softball
Position: Second Base
Stat Line: 4 Games: 5-for-11, 6 RBIs, 2 Runs Scored, 2 Walks
Week Summary: The senior infielder ended her collage career on an extremely high note as she led the Hornets 
with a steady dose of hitting over four games against the University of Michigan-Dearborn and Manchester 
University.  Patrash was a beacon of light for the Hornets in a 9-8 loss to U of M-Dearborn as she collected three 
hits on four plate appearances and drove in three runs.  She averaged .454 at the plate over this span and knocked 
in a couple more runs in her final collegiate game against Manchester.  The senior has had a standout year in 2015, 
almost tripling her batting average from last season to hit an unprecedented .375.  Patrash drove in six of her 16 
runs this season in the four game span this week, planting her in third place on the team for RBIs.   

Name: Aaron Schwark 
Year: Sophomore
Sport: Baseball
Position: Pitcher
Stat Line: 1 Start: (1-0), 7.0 Innings Pitched, 5 Hits, 4 Ks, 0 Earned Runs, 0 Runs
Week Summary: Kalamazoo is becoming a baseball program that churns out quality pitching.  First year Ryan Orr and 
veteran Adam McDowell have been brilliant this year, but the pitching performance by sophomore Aaron Schwark on 
Saturday against top ranked Adrian College was unrivaled.  Schwark threw a complete game and kept the Bulldogs off the 
scoreboard entirely on the way to a 3-0 victory.  He struck out four batters in the process and only allowed five hits to one of 
the top offenses in the MIAA.  With this, Schwark earns his third victory of the season and boasts an earned run average of a 
solid 3.53.  He now looks to lead the pitching staff into the final matchup of the year against the Trine Thunder and then into 
the MIAA tournament in which the Hornets are poised to make a threatening run.

"Domination" is a common 
word in sports writing, but 
after 77 years, it may not be 
a strong enough word to de-
scribe what’s been happen-
ing at Kalamazoo College 
since 1936.

The men’s tennis team of-
ficially clinched the MIAA 
championship on April 22. 
This was their 77th straight 
MIAA championship. “The 

Streak” is the longest known 
conference championship 
streak in any sport at any 
level in the world. 

Senior captain David DeS-
imone ’15 has been a part of 
four of those 77 champion-
ships. He describes his part 
in “The Streak” by saying, 
“It’s awesome to be a part of 
a great ongoing legacy. To 
be a part of that [The Streak] 
is unbelievable.”

DeSimone was able to 
clinch this MIAA champi-

onship with a great individu-
al and team performance on 
his senior night. It was a cold 
Wednesday afternoon, so the 
matches against archrival 
Hope were played indoors 
at storied Markin Racquet 
Center. 

Before the matches started 
the senior night festivities 
took place and DeSimone got 
to share a warm hug with his 
extremely supportive parents. 
His father, Al DeSimone, is 
the vice president here at K. 

DeSimone says, “Honestly, 
even if I didn’t go here my 
parents still would have come 
to every match to support 
me anyways.” This support 
of an individual is just one 
example of the great support 
tennis receives here at K.

On that night verse Hope 
there wasn’t an empty spot 
on the bleachers in Markin. 
DeSimone says having that 
huge student and parent 
crowd at matches gives the 
team some extra energy and 

gives them something extra 
to play for.

This energy provided by 
the crowd isn’t something 
every team at K gets, thanks 
to the ridiculously histori-
cal success; they get a few 
extra fans, even on midweek 
matches. 

The next step for this 
year’s team is the MIAA con-
ference tournament, which 
starts Thursday at noon here 
on K’s campus. If they win 
Thursday and then again in 

the MIAA finals on May 
1, they will advance to the 
NCAA Championships.

DeSimone knows this is 
his last go for Kalamazoo 
tennis, and he plans to give 
it his very best. He says, 
“The dream ending [of my 
college tennis career] would 
be having the team make it to 
the final eight. Winning two 
or three regional matches and 
competing in Cincinnati [at 
this year’s national champi-
onships].” 

nick marsh
index staff writer

Men’s Tennis Extends 77 Year Streak

Van Forsman / The Index
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MIAA BASEBALL STANDINGS
School W L
Adrian College 20 4

Calvin College 16 8

Kalamazoo College 15 9

Hope College 12 12

Albion College 11 13

Trine University 9 15

Alma College 8 16

Olivet College 5 19

MIAA SOFTBALL STANDINGS
School W L
Trine University 15 1

Hope College 12 4

Alma College 12 4

Saint Mary’s College 9 7

Adrian College 8 8

Olivet College 7 9

Kalamazoo College 5 11

Calvin College 4 12

Albion College 0 16

MIAA M TENNIS STANDINGS
School W L
Kalamazoo College 6 0

Calvin College 4 2

Adrian College 4 2

Alma College 3 3

Trine University 2 4

Hope College 2 4

Albion College 0 6

MIAA W TENNIS STANDINGS
School W L
Hope College 8 0

Kalamazoo College 7 1

Calvin College 6 2

Saint Mary’s College 5 3

Trine University 4 4

Adrian College 3 5

Albion College 1 7

Olivet College 0 8

MIAA M GOLF STANDINGS
School Total Avg.
Hope College 2389 298.6

Trine University 2394 299.2

Calvin College 2418 302.2

Adrian College 2464 308

Kalamazoo College 2496 312

Albion College 2532 316.5

Olivet College 2616 327

Alma College 2916 364.5

MIAA W GOLF STANDINGS
School Total Avg.
Hope College 1940 323.3

Olivet College 2022 337

Saint Mary’s College 2059 343.2

Trine University 2080 348

Calvin College 2168 361.3

Adrian College 2207 367.8

Albion College 2329 338.2

Alma College 2364 394

Kalamazoo College 2575 429.2

MIAA LACROSSE STANDINGS
School W L
Calvin College 8 0

Albion College 7 1

Hope College 5 3

Olivet College 5 3

Kalamazoo College 4 4

Alma College 4 4

Saint Mary’s College 2 6

Trine University 1 7

Adrian College 0 8

MIAA RANKINGS Getting to Know Erin DuRoss

Some people work extreme-
ly hard to become good at a 
sport, others are naturally tal-
ented. Then there are those 
who a naturally talented but 
work harder than everyone else 
so they can be the best they 
possibly can. K softball star 
Erin DuRoss’17 is the latter. 

As a first year, DuRoss led 
the team in batting average, 
slugging percentage, innings 
pitched, wins, complete games, 
and strikeouts. This season 
she kept up the good work 
by again leading the team in 
wins, complete games, and 
strikeouts. 

Her pitching stats are re-
flective of her personality. She 
says she enjoys pitching more 
than batting. “I like how pitch-
ers are involved in every play, 
how they control the game,” 
says DuRoss. 

As much as she loves soft-
ball, it is not the only sport 
DuRoss plays. Here at K she 
enjoys playing IM volleyball 
and IM basketball. Outside 
of K she considers herself an 
outdoorsy person, and enjoys 
hanging out with friends or 
playing golf. 

Her relationships with her 
friends and teammates are 
among the things she cherishes 
most in life. DuRoss describes 

nick marsh
index staff writer

Whether on or 
off of the field, 
Erin DuRoss is 
never sitting still

As a first-year, DuRoss led the team in batting average, slugging percentage, innings pitched, wins, complete games, 
and strikeouts.

Courtesy of Erin DuRoss

the closeness of her team by 
saying, “I’ve never played on 
a team where chemistry is so 
great.” Her great teammates 
support her both on the field 
and off of it when she has to 
study for a chemistry midterm 
on a Sunday night.

DuRoss is a chemistry major 
on the pre-med track and a 
classics minor here at K. She 
chose chemistry because she 
has always loved the subject 
since she first began learning 
about it. Next year she will be 
applying her classics minor 
skills when she studies abroad 

in Greece. “It’s something I’m 
really excited about,” she says. 

DuRoss has definitely 
brought a great contribution 
to K’s athletic program and 
campus, and we’re very lucky 
to have her. She is originally 
from Onsted, Mich., which 
is near MIAA rival Adrian. 
However, DuRoss was looking 
for a school a little farther away 
from home and with great ac-
ademics. Lucky enough, she 
ended up at K. 

This has worked out well for 
both parties because K’s soft-
ball team has enjoyed her con-

tributions, and DuRoss herself 
has enjoyed the school. Despite 
being a chem major, Dr. Boyer 
Lewis has been DuRoss’s fa-
vorite professor here at K. She 
says she wishes she could have 
more classes with her.

As much as DuRoss is a 
normal student athlete, she 
fits in well at K by having a 
special uniqueness about her. 
She considers herself obsessed 
with the song “No Interrup-
tion” by Hoodie Allen. “It 
was my walk up song fresh-
men year, I think I’m going 
to bring it back.” 

The Kalamazoo College base-
ball team lost three out of four 
games in a home and home 
series against the league-leading 
Adrian College on Saturday and 
Sunday.  The Hornets dropped 
the first game in Adrian five to 
three but bounced back behind 
a dominant, complete-game 
pitching performance by soph-
omore Aaron Schwark that led 
to a three to zero victory.  Ka-
lamazoo dropped both games 
on Sunday at home 7-5 and 2-1 
despite a majestic game on the 
mound from senior lefty Adam 
McDowell.  McDowell put 
out seven strong innings but 
the Hornets stalled on offense 

with runners on base.  Kalam-
azoo returns to the diamond 
on May 1st when they take on 
the Trine University Thunder.

The Kalamazoo College soft-
ball team split their series Sat-
urday on Senior Day with the 
University of Michigan-Dear-
born.  The Hornets annihilat-
ed the pseudo Wolverines in 
game one by a score of 9-1.  
Senior Querubin Dubois led the 
Hornets offensively with two 
hits and three runs batted in and 
sophomore pitcher Erin DuRoss 
earned her fifth win on the hill.  
Kalamazoo followed up this 
performance with a heart-break-
ing loss in the second game 
of the series, squandering a 
early 8-3 lead before losing 9-8.  
Sunday wasn’t much kinder 

to the Hornets as it brought 
about a 10-2 and a 9-8 defeat 
at the hands of Manchester 
College.  The Hornets con-
clude the season sitting in 7th 
place in the MIAA.

With their nine flights to zero 
victory over hated rival Hope 
College, the Kalamazoo College 
men’s tennis team earned their 
place as outright champions of 
the MIAA on Wednesday at 
Markin Center.  Sophomore 
Branden Metzler and Senior 
David DeSimone continued 
their winning trends this season, 
taking first and second singles 
6-4, 6-2 and 6-0, 6-1 respective-
ly.  Metzler also paired up with 
junior Robert Hudson to take 
first doubles 8-3.  The Hornets 
will host Alma College in the 

first round of the MIAA tour-
nament on April 30th.

The women’s tennis team 
turned out an equally scintil-
lating performance at Albion 
College, handing the Britons 
an 8-1 loss.  Junior star Sarah 
Woods rested during singles 
play but teamed up with soph-
omore Sabrina Dass to domi-
nate first singles 8-0.  Senior 
captains Olivia Bouchard and 
Cheryl Zhang won three and 
four singles handily by a score 
of 6-2, 6-1 and 6-1, 6-0.  Soph-
omore Siani Johnson saw the 
action as well, and did not lose a 
single game in her sixth singles 
matchup.  The Hornets are set 
to host Calvin College in the 
first round of the MIAA tour-
nament on April 30th.

spencer macdonald
sports editor

Sports Week in Review

Follow @IndexSports for the latest
 stats and scores
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StuComm Responds To Budget Concerns
Secretary of Finance 
Amanda Johnson has 

worked to unearth 
additional funding

Secretary of Finance Amanda Johnson ‘17 discusses the Commission’s state of affairs during a Winter Quarter town-hall meeting.

BUDGET on page 2

On April 12th, Secretary 
of Finance, Amanda Johnson 
’17 sent an email to student 
organization leaders inform-

ing them that “all funds 
have been allocated from 
the Student Commission 
Budget.”  

The email stated, “Because 
of the variety of ways funds 
can be spent, there may be 
some allocated funds that 
have gone unspent.”  

She added that, “It is the 
job of Student Commission 
to allocate and spend all of 
the money because unspent 

money allows the college to 
justify a student commission 
budget reduction. In order 
to continue to maintain the 
maximum budget, we work 
as hard as possible to reach 
$0 balance at the end of the 
year.”  

This caused many delays 
and interruptions of plans for 
many stuorgs. For example 
Cirque du K is unable to put 
on their annual Spring perfor-

mance due to lack of funds. 
Johnson mentioned that 

she and a group of dedicat-
ed students were working 
to find the unspent allocat-
ed money in order to redis-
tribute it over the reminder 
of the quarter. 

A couple of weeks, on April 
29th, Johnson sent another 
stating that $8,000 (the 

Robert Manor / Index

viola brown
news editor

feature
K is Not as Liberal as You 
Think
To any high school junior browsing 
potential college options on the internet, 
Kalamazoo... PAGE 3

sports
Getting to Know Ian 
Kobernick
After decades of subpar baseball at K, Ian 
Kobernick ’17 is helping produce title-
challenging... PAGE  6

opinion
Putting My Hand on the 
Second Amendment
The gun control debate has intensified in 
recent years from the wake of yet another 
mass shooting... PAGE  4

Professor Fink 
Announces 
Retirement 

After 40 years at Kalama-
zoo College, Dr. John Fink, 
the Rosemary K. Brown 
Professor of Mathemat-
ics and Computer Science 
will be retiring at the end 
of the 2014-2015 academic 
school year.  

Since coming to K in 
1975, Fink spent time at 
other institutions holding 
multiple positions such as 
Visiting Professor at the 
University of Iowa (1981), 
Visiting Scholar at Oxford 
University (1991) and Vis-
iting Lecturer at the Uni-
versidad San Francisco de 
Quito (2003). He also took 
study leaves in Scotland, 
Germany and Ireland. 

During the 2015-2016 
academic year he will be 

COLLEGE

on transitional sabbatical, 
a leave period for faculty 
members planning retire-
ment. 

“Next year is my planning 
year,” said Fink. “(During 
sabbatical) you must serve 
your scholarship well.”  

Post retirement, he is 
considering working with 
middle school students who 
are underrepresented in the 
world of mathematics. In 
the past he participated in 
Keeping the Doors Open, 
a math enrichment af-
ter-school program on K’s 
campus that involved tutor-
ing and a summer camp. 

“It was an intense part of 
my life,” he said and add-
ed that he may want to re-
turn to the Northside and 
Edison neighborhoods to 
work with middle school 
students. 

Fink said having a stroke 
a year and a half ago “put 
things into perspective,” 
and he hopes to take time 

mallika mitra
index staff writer

The math and 
computer science 

professor will retire 
after 40+ years

Title IX: Changing of the Guard

CAMPUS

S3A Holds 
Campus Wide 
Forum

The Sexual Safety and 
Support Alliance (S3A) held 
a “Campus Forum on Sexual 
Assault and the Administra-
tion,” which was open to 
all members of the Kalam-
azoo College community on 
Monday May 4th.  

The forum was in response 
to the administration’s re-
sponse to sexual assault on 
campus.  

“I personally have a deep 
frowned frustration with the 
ways in which our adminis-
tration has not prioritized pre-
venting sexual assault on our 
campus,” said S3A member 
Maya Edery ’15. “I don’t think 
having one training once a 
year where cartoons talk to 
you is an adequate way to 
prevent sexual assault. I’ve 
shared this concern at Take 
Back the Night, and with the 
Deans [Sarah Westfall, Karen 
Joshua-Wathel, Dana Jansma, 
and Brian Dietz] and I feel 

like we have to hold them ac-
countable.” 

In an attempt to improve 
the way sexual assault is dealt 
with at K, members of S3A 
had the idea of organizing the 
forum so that input from other 
students could be gained.  

Rachel Leider ’15, S3A 
member, emphasized this by 
stating, “the forum was so 
that everyone’s voice could be 
heard, not just the members 
of S3A, because they do not 
represent everyone’s voice.  

Although this forum was 
organized by S3A alone, the 
ultimate goal is to form a co-
alition led by a group of stu-
dents that is more representa-
tive of the whole student body.  

“We wanted to start a coa-
lition within the community 
that was outside of S3A,” said 
Isabelle Ciaramitaro’16, S3A 
member, “so we organized 
it [the forum] and hosted it, 
but in the future we’re really 
looking at that forum being 
a kick start to a different cali

katie schmitz
index staff writer

S3A on page 3

On April 29, 2015, Kalama-
zoo College students received an 
email stating that Stacy Nowicki 
would be stepping down from 
her role as Title IX Coordinator 
on April 30. They were also in-
formed that the following day 
(May 1) Renee Boelcke, Direc-
tor of Human resources would 
be taking her place. 

While serving as coordinator, 
Nowicki helped to design an in-
formative Title IX web page that 
communicated the College’s 
Title IX obligations to the K 
community. 

According to the Kalamazoo 

College Title IX web page, Title 
IX prohibits discrimination based 
on gender of students and em-
ployees at educational institutions 
that receive federal financial as-
sistance. It incorporates every step 
of education including counsel-
ing, financial aid, student health 
and student behavior involving 
sexual harassment. 

The Coordinator is in charge 
of enforcing the creation of pol-
icies and procedures designed to 
ensure College adherence to Title 
IX, reviewing College policies 
and modifications that relate to 
Title IX and serving as a resource 
for College faculty, staff, and 
students when a policy related 
to Title IX is not being properly 

administered.  
Boelcke recognizes the need 

for the College to thorough-
ly review every process and 
program set in place and Title 
IX will be assessed in the same 
manner.  

“The College believes that we 
are in reasonable shape related 
to these issues overall, and that 
we have opportunities for im-
provement in working toward 
the goal of a consistently respect-
ful climate at K,” said Boelcke. 
“The College is weighing these 
factors along with the need to 
remain compliant with regula-
tory changes, should there be 
changes.”  

Despite the changing of the 

guard in Title IX management, the 
need for adherence with federal 
regulation is already set in place 
for the future. The administra-
tion is well aware of the impor-
tance of continuity in adminis-
tering this policy.   

“President’s Staff is reassess-
ing various aspects of the Title 
IX Coordinator role (structure, re-
sponsibilities, organization, and 
administrative “home”) in light 
of both the continually evolving 
federal compliance requirements 
and the opportunity before us 
to cultivate a climate of sexual 
respect on campus,” said Pres-
ident Eileen Wilson-Oyelaran. 
“We anticipate finalizing these 
decisions during the summer.”

janay johnson
index staff writer

Megan Rigney / Index
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Benefits of Successful 
Sports
After many years of arduous attempts 
at making conference tournaments, 
K’s athletic... PAGE 6 

(Pictured) Stacy Nowicki, Kalamazoo College’s current Title IX coordinator, announced her intention to step down from that role on April 29.
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PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Nepali rescue workers search for survivors following a second devestating earthquake, which struck Tuesday May, 9.

on the web The News in Brief THREE THINGS 
YOU SHOULD 
KNOW TODAY

1 A nonprofit group called 
“Women on 20s” an-
nounced that Harriet 

Tubman won the poll to 
replace President Andrew 
Jackson on the $20 bill. 

2The FDA, under in-
struction from Presi-
dent Barack Obama, 

recommended ending the life-
time ban on gay men donat-
ing blood. 

3 A US military helicop-
ter went missing while 
delievering relief ma-

terial in Nepal on Tuesday. 
It is carrying 6 Marines and 
2 Nepalese soliders. 

THE WIRE

Men’s Tennis 
Continues Streak
By Nick Marsh

Marsh discusses the 77 year 
streak and what it means 
to the Kalamazoo College 
Men’s Tennis team. The 
team clinched the division 
in late April.

THE WIRE

Trouble With 
the Education
By Emaline Lapinski

Lapinski takes a look at 
her own high school and 
their contreversial take on 
abstinence-only education.
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number is closer to $5,000 
she stated later) in allocat-
ed unused funds was found. 

“To find the funds, I went 
through and compared the 
allocated funds records to 
the finance records of each 
student organization,” said 
Deputy Secretary of Finance, 
Elyse Kaplan’18. “Unfor-
tunately, due to the nature 
of these things, funds are 
always going to be a little bit 
tricky to track because they 
are moving through many 
different offices, things are 
always going to get lost along 
the way sometimes.” 

Kaplan hopes that in the 
future the process for student 

funding can be simpler. One 
potential idea she has is cre-
ating a follow up form for 
stuorgs where they can 
explain to the funding board 
how much money they actu-
ally spent. 

“I definitely think that 
we can improve this system 
greatly moving forward, and 
I am very excited to see what 
happens in the coming years,” 
said Kaplan. 

Johnson said that stu 
orgs have access to the new 
funds submitting a budget 
request(https://portal.kzoo.
edu/teams/stucomm/Lists/
Budget%20Request%20Ap-
plication/NewForm.aspx?Is-
Dlg=1) a week in advance 
before it is needed.

StuComm Leaders 
Address Budget 
Concerns

BUDGET FROM PAGE 1

to visit the friends he has 
made in the professional 
world after his retirement. 

“I have become very 
aware of the reality of my 
death,” Fink said about how 

he would like to spend his 
time, and his 70th birthday 
in a few weeks. “My panic 
(about death) is gone. It’s 
now curiosity.” 

Fink added that last fall, 
he was haunted by the 
fact of his own death, but 
now that he is rehearsing 

the Brahms Requiem at 
the University of Western 
Michigan, he finds the lyr-
ics comforting when think-
ing about mortality. 

However, this calmness 
does not seem to take away 
from the fact that Fink will 
miss being a professor at K.  

“I’ll miss the relation-
ships and the ever renewing 
aspect of people coming 
into college,” he said. He 
will also miss the potential 
for new relationships.  

“I have been really lucky 
to have a job that has given 
me so much life,” said Fink.

FINK FROM PAGE 1

Professor Announces Retirement

tion that will be handling 
these issues. That will be 
related, and S3A will be a 
part of that, but not the sole 
organizer or it.” 

Leider wants this move-
ment to be student led and 
hopes more members of the K 
community can be involved.  

“We want it to become it’s 
own movement,” said Leider. 

“We want it to be a student led 
movement that of course S3A 
will indorse and support. But 
we want to get the ball rolling 
because I didn’t feel like all 
members of campus were rep-
resented at this forum. But it 
was a good place to start.” 

During the forum, attend-
ees formed small groups and 
discussed questions that were 
posed by S3A members, most 
of which dealt with the admin-
istration’s handling of sexual 

assault cases.  
Although Ciaramitaro stated 

that S3A is not yet sure what 
will happen in the future, what 
has been decided is that, “all 
of the ideas discussed will be 
consolidated into one docu-
ment and sent to the people 
who attended the forum and 
see what they think about it. 
Maybe even broaden it out 
further and engage even more 
people, and eventually present 
that to the administration.” 

Encouraging more people 
to join to coalition is very im-
portant to S3A at this time, 
so that the ultimate goal can 
be met.  

“The ultimate goal is to 
work towards a campus that 
is fiercely anti-oppression … I 
think [the forum] was a good 
first step,” said Edery. 

If anyone is interested in 
joining the movement, they 
can contact any member of 
S3A for more details. 

S3A FROM PAGE 1

S3A Holds Forum for Campus

Nepal 
Earthquake
What: Another earthquake 
hit Nepal on Tuesday, 
measuring at a 7.4 on the 
Richter Scale. The death 
toll, at around 40 today, is 
expected to rise. 
When: Tuesday, May 12
Where: Kathmandu, 

Deflategate 
Punishments  
What: Quarterback Tom 
Brady was suspended for 
four games of the 2015-
2016 NFL season by the 
NFL Commission. The 
New England Patriots will 
also pay a $1 million fine. 
When: Monday, May 11
Where: New England

Kerry Meets 
with Putin 
What: Sec. of State John 
Kerry met with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
to discuss the nation’s 
involvement in Ukraine 
and Syria.
When: Tuesday, May 12
Where: Sochi, Russia 

Marriage at 
Supreme Court
What: Barack Obama’s 
Presidential Library will be 
built on Chicago’s South 
Side, following a proposed 
plan by the University of 
Chicago. This is a tribute 
to his early political career. 
When: Monday, May 11
Where: Chicago, IL.

Bali Nine 
Execution
What: Verizon announced 
that it will buy AOL for 
$4.4 billion. The merger 
will bolster the influence 
of an increasing tech giant 
in Verizon.  
When: Tuesday, April 28
Where: Jakarta, Indonesia 

American Idol 
Cancelled
What: After fifteen 
seasons on the air, the 
television show searching 
for American talent has 
been cancelled. The 
final season premieres in 
January 2016.
When: Monday, May 11
Where: Los Angeles, CA. 
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To any 
high school 
junior brows-
ing potential col-
lege options on the in-
ternet, Kalamazoo College 
seems like an inclusive, politi-
cally vibrant liberal haven. In fact, 
the first three words on the school’s 
Princeton Review page for Student 
Body Overview are “liberal kids 
dominate.” Ask almost any student 
on campus how the majority of their 
peers identify politically, and they’ll 
tell you that the Princeton Review’s 
claim is true. But is it?

“There is the perception that this 
is a very liberal campus, in reality 
it’s a slightly liberal campus, on 
average,” explained Dr. Maksim 
Kokushkin, a professor of Anthro-
pology and Sociology (AnSo) here 
at K. Over the past few years, both 
the Quantitative and Qualitative Re-
search Methods classes, which are 
taught in the AnSo department, have 
asked students about their political 
beliefs in a survey setting. In one of 
Kokushkin’s Quantitative classes, 
they ranked the political leanings 
of students at K on a scale of one 
to seven, with one being “extremely 
conservative” and seven being “ex-
tremely liberal.”

“If you’re just coming to this 
campus and have heard all kinds of 
things [about it], you would assume 
that [Kalamazoo College] is across 
the board sixes. And that’s not the 
case,” said Kokushkin. “With four 
being the middle point, where it’s 
neither this nor that, the results were 
between four and five.” 

All the students interviewed 
agreed that attitudes on campus are 
perceived as more liberal than they 
actually are because liberals are 
more likely to express their polit-
ical beliefs and be involved in po-
litical activity on campus. “I think 
the voice that’s heard is the liberal 
voice,” said Karly McCall ‘17, a 
self-identified moderate political 
science major from Grinnell, Iowa.

“The liberal voice is definitely 
the loudest, and in a way that stifles 
other opinions that may be there, 
but people are potentially afraid 
to voice,” added sophomore Mimi 
Strauss, a self-described libertarian.

This could be because the stu-
dents affiliated with the College 
Democrats are more active than the 
College Republicans. “The findings 
about the nature of students and po-
litical expression on this campus is 
that Democrats are much more vo-
cal. They’re much more engaged 
in doing stuff with other students, 
they’re much more connected to the 
Democratic party,” said Kokushkin. 
“The College Republicans are much 
more interested in having analyti-
cal discussion and reflections rather 

than organizing for specific 
action, so that makes them 

less visible to start with.” He 
added that here at K there’s 

greater overlap between liber-
als and the Democratic Party 
and conservatives and the Re-
publican Party than you would 

see in a larger sample of society. 
As students of the liberal arts, 

we’re very familiar with the word 
“liberal.” Merriam-Webster would 
have us believe that a liberal person 
is “one who is open-minded or not 
strict in the observance of orthodox, 
traditional, or established forms or 
ways.” And, of course, the dictio-
nary includes the political definition 
of liberal: those who subscribe to 
left-leaning politics. 

According to the Association of 
American Colleges & Universi-
ties (AACU), there’s an important 
distinction between a liberal arts 
college and an institution that pro-
vides a liberal education. A liber-
al arts college, by their standards, 
is a small, residential institution 
that “facilitates close interaction 
between faculty and students, and 
whose curriculum is grounded in 
the liberal arts disciplines.” A liber-
al education, on the other hand, is 
one that “empowers individuals and 
prepares them to deal with complex-
ity, diversity, and change,” as well 
as teaching them “intellectual and 
practical skills such as communica-
tion, analytical and problem-solving 
skills, and a demonstrated ability to 
apply knowledge and skills in a re-
al-world setting.” 

It’s obvious that Kalamazoo Col-
lege fits the AACU’s definition of 
a liberal arts college. Based on the 
College’s mission statement, K 
strives to give its students what the 
AACU would call a liberal educa-
tion. Two of the College’s student 
learning outcomes are for students 
to “be able to engage in various cul-
tural contexts in informed, mean-
ingful, responsible, and respectful 
ways,” and “respect personal and 
cultural differences.” Whether or 
not that’s the reality here is less 
clear.

“There’s this idea that there’s this 
liberal, very open sense of political 
thought [at K], but in reality it’s 
not as open to discussion as people 
would think, because everyone as-
sumes the same position,” said Mc-
Call.

“I know two people on campus 
who are very conservative, but they 
don’t feel the need to say anything 
political, like ‘eh, no one’s gonna 
listen to us,’” said sophomore Hon-
ey Sumon, who is from New York 
City.

Sumon is not the only one who 
has noticed the difficulty surround-
ing conversations about conserva-

tive beliefs on this campus. 
“I’m just very careful about 
who I talk to, because I don’t 
want to alienate myself from 
people,” said Strauss, who 
hails from Austin, Texas. “Not 
everything I say means that it’s 
my core beliefs, so if I say some-
thing that maybe contrasts what 
someone else thinks, and they tell 
someone, it’s like ‘Oh, Mimi’s a 
radical Republican!’” 

Even self-identified left-leaning 
students notice the lack of expres-
sion of non-liberal opinions on 
campus. “K really does silence the 
more conservative ideas, and I have 
a really hard time grappling with 
whether or not I think that’s a bad 
thing,” said Michigan native Dallas 
Pallone ‘17, who identifies as “pret-
ty far left.” Pallone added, “Theo-
retically I think political diversity 
is important, but at the same time, I 
disagree with them.” 

According to Dr. Justin Berry, 
professor of Political Science, liber-
al arts colleges tend to attract liberal 
students. “[It] seems to be a focus 
of the administration and the faculty 
[at K] to appeal to a broader demo-
graphic base and to push for issues 
of social justice, civic engagement, 
racial and class diversity, and all 
those topics are deemed to be more 
Democratic than Republican,” he 
said. 

Liberal arts colleges don’t have to 
be politically liberal. About an hour 
and a half southeast of K, Hillsdale 
College is another small, private 
liberal arts institution founded in 
the 1800s. But there’s one distinct 
difference between Hillsdale and 
K: the faculty and student body of 
Hillsdale are famously conserva-
tive. In an article for the conserva-
tive publication National Review in 
2014, senior editor Jay Nordlinger 
referred to the school as “the con-
servative Harvard.” The school’s 
mission statement promises to value 
“the merit of each unique individu-
al, rather than succumbing to the de-
humanizing, discriminatory trend of 
so called ‘social justice’ and ‘multi-
cultural diversity,’ which judges in-
dividuals not as individuals, but as 
members of a group and which pits 
one group against other competing 
groups in divisive power struggles.” 
This is antithetical to what Kalama-
zoo College claims to stand for, but 
the school is still a liberal arts insti-
tution like K.

“I definitely think that there’s 
not enough open dialogue [at K] 
regarding conservative ideas in a 
not-strictly-negative light,” said 
Pallone.

It’s not apparent that we know 
how to have those dialogues here. 
When expressed on K’s campus, 
conservative ideas are often met 

with laugh-
ter or anx-

iety.  “One of 
the scavenger hunt 

[challenges] is to go 
to the Kalamazoo College 

Republicans and rave about 
George Bush the whole time, and 
it was supposed to be funny,” said 
Strauss, referring to a student-run, 
non-College affiliated scavenger 
hunt. “There’s definitely a certain 
part of the student body that com-
pletely discredits the Republican 
Party.” 

As a community, we saw the anx-
ieties that arise when conservative 
viewpoints are debated on this cam-
pus late in Winter Quarter of 2015. 
Tensions between a student advocat-
ing for the legalization of carrying 
concealed weapons on K’s campus 
and the Student Commission came 
to a head in late February, leading to 
an alleged verbal altercation. A con-
servative website, CampusReform.
Org, released an article on the in-
cident that was hotly debated in the 
College Facebook group in a thread 
of almost 50 comments when it was 
posted there on March 3. The next 
day, after the article was also posted 
and discussed on a global online fo-
rum, violent threats were submitted 
to the Student Commission’s anony-
mous submission form. At least one 
of the threats specifically addressed 
the idea of concealed carry.

“This is a school that’s going 
through a transition,” said Berry. 
“From what I’ve heard, this is a 
school that was relatively homoge-
neous as far as geography, as far as 
race and ethnicity, as far as class, 
and it’s going through a dramatic 
shift now, which is trying to become 
more heterogeneous in all of those 
elements. Any sort of institution or 
culture that goes through that dra-
matic shift is going to have growing 
pains. And that, of course, is going 
to impact the political culture of an 
institution.” 

So what would it mean for K to 
move from “liberal kids dominate” 
to the AACU’s definition of a liberal 
education? 

“People can talk like ‘I’m so lib-
eral,’ but if you’re not discussing it, 
you’re not actually liberal. You’re 
just following the herd. You’re not 
actually thinking,” said McCall. 
“So in my opinion, it doesn’t real-
ly matter what people say they are 
if they’re not exploring ideas or if 
they’re not considering other opin-
ions.”

Sumon agrees. “If we’re sup-
posed to be so-called liberal, then 
we should be open to both sides. 
That’s what I think being liberal is,” 
she said. “You should be able to ac-
commodate or tolerate a person who 
disagrees with you.”

K Is Not As Liberal 
As You Think

By Erin Bensinger
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The gun control debate has 
intensified in recent years from 
the wake of yet another mass 
shooting.  

The post-shooting debate 
has gone in two directions: 
conservatives have largely 
pushed for more guns; liberals 
have largely pushed for less; 
and, thus, there has been zero 
progress in either direction. 

 I personally fall into the 
latter group, but my policy rec-
ommendations are more prag-
matic than ideological- we in 
America have a diverse range 
of ideology, and ultimately we 
need to do what works.  

In America. Frankly, our 
gun prevalence does not work. 

The statistical argument 
against gun prevalence is 
simple- the US, as a nation, 
overwhelmingly has the 
highest gun death rate for all 
three of the major gun death 
categories: homicides, sui-
cides, and accidents.  

We in the US have a ho-
micide rate of 3 deaths per 
100,000 people. Compare this 
to other nations: the UK has a 
rate of .07; Canada has a rate 
of .5; Japan has an astound-
ingly low rate of .01. Japan 
has very harsh gun control 
laws- civilians can’t have 
any sort of firearm period 
without an incredibly exhaus-
tive application and educa-
tion period. Even touching 
a firearm without a license 
can result in jail time. Even 
Domestically, the more guns 
equals fewer deaths argument 

doesn’t hold up.  
Concealed carry advo-

cates may point to Vermont 
and DC as proof of the point 
that more guns equals fewer 
deaths. Their data is correct: 
Vermont has high gun own-
ership and and low homicide 
rate, whereas DC has the op-
posite. 

However, this certainly does 
not prove their claim- gun 
control advocates (such as 
myself) can point to Hawaii 
and Louisiana as states where 
more guns equal more deaths. 

A domestic examination of 
gun ownership offers an un-
satisfying conclusion: there 
is no correlation that shows 
more guns will prevent ho-
micides.  

However, given that we 
have such a high gun homi-
cide rate compared to other 
developed nations, it’s quite 
clear that America is doing 
something wrong. 

Homicides only represent a 
portion of gun deaths. Upon 
my declaration that there is 
no correlation between ho-
micides and gun ownership, 
it may be a reasonable step to 
question what sort of influence 
gun control laws would have 
on gun deaths as a whole. 

 Ignoring my argument 
two paragraphs ago, there is 
another devastating impact 
that guns have on society- 
suicide rates.  

Here, there is a clear cor-
relation that states with high 
levels of gun ownership have 
high rates of gun suicides- 
and similar rates of non-gun 
suicides.  

An absence of guns would 
dramatically reduce our 
suicide rate because people 
wouldn’t be able to commit 
suicide. But perhaps this is 
not convincing- indeed, it is 
often questioned whether or 
not people would simply find 
an alternative method should 
guns disappear.  

Studies have shown that 
this is not the case, and the 
reason is simple: suicide is 
an impulse decision.  

People who fail a suicide 
attempt rarely try again 
because their outlook has 
changed. Suicides are pre-
ventable.  

Gun suicides, though, are 
almost always successful and 
they are directly tied to gun 
ownership. 

The statistics here paint 
an uncomplicated picture of 
America’s gun problems, and 
while it is certainly true that 
gun homicides have slowly 
fallen over the past three 
decades, this is also associ-
ated with a general decrease 
in the national crime rate. 

 While it’s true that people 
kill people, guns make it sig-
nificantly easier, as they are 
uniquely portable and able to 
cause damage from a distance.  

Criminologists largely 
agree that gun proliferation 
has not impacted the drop in 
crime, and it’s clear both sta-
tistically and rhetorically that 
our gun death rate is a major 
public health crisis where we, 
somehow, continue to embrace 
our culture of gun glorification 
while thousands of people die 
to them every year.

Putting My Hands On the 
Second Amendment

christopher cribbs
index staff writer

The College experience is 
supposed to be about having 
fun, learning new things, and 
apparently buying into a system 
where everyone’s inappropriate 
jokes should be respected. 

In an article published in The 
Daily Beast on Monday,  “How 
Liberals have Ruined College,” 
author Kirsten Powers argues 
that liberals have made the 
college experience “silencing.” 

Powers states that 
“Campuses should be places 
where students are able to 
make mistakes without fear 
of retribution.” 

While I agree that making 
mistakes is a huge part of 
learning, the problem comes 
when they are at the expense 
of other people. 

For example, I cannot count 
how many times I have called 
out a white student on this 
campus for making a racist 
joke, and their response has 
been “lighten up, you know 

that’s not what I meant.” 
While that may be true, that 

doesn’t mean it didn’t have an 
adverse impact on other people 
around them.  

Those mistakes are not 
equatable to giving the wrong 
answer in calculus. These 
mistakes make students feel 
uncomfortable and unsafe. 

What Powers names  
“silencing,” I call educating 
people on their racist, 
homophobic, transphobic, and 
misogynistic comments that 
have no place on this campus. 

People come to K from 
a variety of backgrounds 
and experiences, and we 
cannot expect everyone to 
automatically know what 
offends people and what 
doesn’t.  

In that respect, mistakes 
are natural. However, it is 
important that when peoples 
views are “silenced,” that they 
take the time to understand why 
people reacted adversely, and 
why they themselves didn’t 
find their comment offensive. 

This reflectiveness is what 
generates continuous learning: 
challenging ones beliefs and 
listening to stories of others 
to gain a more well-rounded 
knowledge of how your views 
oppress others. 

This is where, Powers 
argues, that silencing comes 
into play, because people 
“fear” speaking their racist 
or misogynistic comments. 

Sorry, K students, but if 
you agree with her I have 
news for you: If you feel that 
your feelings are being hurt 
because people tell you that 
your “women in the kitchen” 
jokes are not okay, you should 
probably re-evaluate how 
funny those jokes are in the 
first place. 

I’ll give you a Hint: not at all. 
At the end of the day,  

some students may feel hurt 
by having their problematic 
views questioned. That said, 
if by doing that we make this 
campus safer for students who 
feel oppressed by those views, 
I don’t think it’s a bad thing.

Challenging Oppressive Structures has 
Students Feeling “Silenced”

emily pizza
opinions editor

The American Studies Program announces: 

Dr. Ricardo Ramírez 
Associate Professor of Political Science at the 

University of Notre Dame 
 

“Transforming Politics, Transforming 
America: The Evolving American Electorate” 

  

Wednesday, May 13th, 4:30 PM,  

Dewing 103 

Students, we 
want to hear 
from YOU!
Plus grab your chance to win 
some great prizes, too!

On Sunday, May 10th, all K students received an 
invitation to complete an important survey.  The 
surveys will gather information about student 
thoughts, attitudes, and preferences related to campus 
activities and student conduct, and results will be used 
by OSI and Student Development to better understand 
student needs and improve programs for students.  
These surveys were last administered in 2012, so 
gathering information from current students is very 
important.

The surveys are anonymous and can be completed 
on-line; they should take approximately 10-15 minutes 
to complete.  After completing a survey, students 
will have the opportunity to enter a raffle for over 
$500 worth of great prizes including movie tickets, 
Bookstore gift cards, K cash, and more.  Please 
complete your survey by Sunday, May 17th.

Please contact Brian Dietz in Student Development with any 
questions at bdietz@kzoo.edu or 269-337-7210.
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3 Stars
of the

Week
Honoring the Top Three 
Performing Athletes of the Week:
Kalamazoo College has a talented group of 
student athletes.  In this section, The Index 
recognizes the top three performers of the week 
across all sports: Anika Sproull, Emma Patrash, 
and Aaron Schwark.

Name: Olivia Bouchard
Year: Senior
Sport: Tennis
Position: #2 Doubles, #4 Singles
Week Summary: Bouchard had an outstanding week for the Hornet’s women’s tennis team and helped them 
advance to the finals of the MIAA Tournament this past week.  With the help of her partner Maria Franco, Bouchard 
dispatched the Calvin College doubles team 8-1 in the semi-final on Thursday, leading the Hornets to a 5-0 win 
over the Knights.  Although Kalamazoo fell in the MIAA finals on Friday, May 1st by a score of 5-0, Bouchard 
was the lone Hornet to lead her number four singles matchup against Hope’s Anna Garcia, winning the first set 7-5 
and leading in the second 3-2 before the match was called.  Bouchard ends her career in black and orange with a 
monumental 20-3 career singles record and 21-3 doubles record, continuing the storied tradition of tennis here at 
Kalamazoo College. 

Name: Elan Dantus
Year: First-Year
Sport: Tennis
Position: #2 Doubles, #5 / #6 Singles
Week Summary: Dantus ended this past weekend with not only an unblemished record but an MIAA tournament 
championship as well.  The rookie sensation dominated his Alma College opponents on Saturday, winning the 
second doubles matchup 8-2 with his partner David DeSimone.  The Hornets polished off Alma on Thursday by a 
score of 5-0 and continued on to face Adrian College in the MIAA finals.   Dantus again showed why he is one of 
the top young players in the league as he and DeSimone torched Adrian’s Alex Amos and Jeff Sophiea in doubles, 
ending it 8-0.  Dantus then took care of Troy Gargrave at #6 singles, taking both sets 6-1, 6-0.  Looking ahead to 
the NCAA tournament, Dantus looks to keep momentum going as the Hornets enter in to a new challenge with 
their first round opponents John’s Hopkins University on May 9th at Kenyon College.

Name: Ryan Orr
Year: First-Year
Sport: Baseball
Position: Pitcher
Stat Line: 1 Start: (0-1), 6.0 Innings Pitched, 7 Hits, 4 Ks, 2 Earned Runs 
Week Summary: While the Kalamazoo College baseball team experienced their worst week of the season, dropping all 
four games to the Trine Thunder, first year pitcher Ryan Orr continued to impress.  The Hornet’s ace tossed a complete 
game in the first game against Trine, striking out four in the process and only allowing two earned runs, but it was not 
enough as Kalamazoo fell 3-2.  Orr has been dominant all season as he boasts an outstanding 7-2 record on the year.  He has 
maintained an earned run average of 2.03, which leads the entire conference.  He also has come in during tight situations 
at the end of games and has saved two games for Kalamazoo.  Orr looks to help the Hornets right the ship as they travel to 
Adrian College for the first round of the MIAA playoffs on May 6th.

I
www.thekzooindex.com

Want more 
K news?

Check us out 
online!
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MIAA BASEBALL STANDINGS
School W L
Adrian College 23 5

Calvin College 17 11

Hope College 15 13

Kalamazoo College 15 13

Trine University 13 15

Albion College 12 16

Alma College 11 17

Olivet College 5 19

MIAA SOFTBALL STANDINGS
School W L
Trine University 15 1

Hope College 12 4

Alma College 12 4

Saint Mary’s College 9 7

Adrian College 8 8

Olivet College 7 9

Kalamazoo College 5 11

Calvin College 4 12

Albion College 0 16

MIAA M TENNIS STANDINGS
School W L
Kalamazoo College 6 0

Calvin College 4 2

Adrian College 4 2

Alma College 3 3

Trine University 2 4

Hope College 2 4

Albion College 0 6

MIAA W TENNIS STANDINGS
School W L
Hope College 8 0

Kalamazoo College 7 1

Calvin College 6 2

Saint Mary’s College 5 3

Trine University 4 4

Adrian College 3 5

Albion College 1 7

Olivet College 0 8

MIAA M GOLF STANDINGS
School Total Avg.
Hope College 2389 298.6

Trine University 2394 299.2

Calvin College 2418 302.2

Adrian College 2464 308

Kalamazoo College 2496 312

Albion College 2532 316.5

Olivet College 2616 327

Alma College 2916 364.5

MIAA W GOLF STANDINGS
School Total Avg.
Hope College 1940 323.3

Olivet College 2022 337

Saint Mary’s College 2059 343.2

Trine University 2080 348

Calvin College 2168 361.3

Adrian College 2207 367.8

Albion College 2329 338.2

Alma College 2364 394

Kalamazoo College 2575 429.2

MIAA LACROSSE STANDINGS
School W L
Calvin College 8 0

Albion College 7 1

Hope College 5 3

Olivet College 5 3

Kalamazoo College 4 4

Alma College 4 4

Saint Mary’s College 2 6

Trine University 1 7

Adrian College 0 8

MIAA RANKINGS Getting to Know Ian Kobernick

After decades of subpar 
baseball at K, Ian Kober-
nick ’17 is helping produce 
title-challenging performanc-
es. The sophomore standout 
set K’s single season record 
for hits last season (52 hits) 
and has continued his great 
play this year.  

The team is making their 
second straight playoff ap-
pearance, and Kobernick has 
played a large role in both 
seasons. “The ability to come 
right into the lineup and make 
an immediate impact is one of 
the main reasons I came to K,” 
said Kobernick. He played in 
all 42 games last season and 
has played in 35 of the 40 
games this season.  

He plays centerfield and 
excels at this position due to 
his natural athleticism. Prior 
to K he played varsity tennis, 
varsity hockey, and varsity 
baseball at Berkley High 
School. He is originally from 
Huntington Woods, Mich. 
just twenty minutes outside 
of Detroit where he grew up a 
big Tigers and Red Wings fan. 

Kobernick wears number 
19 for the Hornets because 
of he loved Steve Yzerman 
growing up.  

He has a reason for every-

nick marsh
index staff writer

Whether on or 
off the field, 

Ian Kobernick is 
never sitting still

Sophomore Ian Kobernick set K’s single season record for hits last season (52 hits) and has continued his great play this 
year.

Courtesy of Ian Kobernick

thing he does when it comes 
to his athletic career; specifi-
cally, he’s very superstitious. 
When the K College Sports 
twitter account tweeted about 
his 15-game hitting streak he 
jokingly said, “I had my 15 
game hitting streak but they 
posted that and now it’s defi-
nitely gone.” 

However, Kobernick beat 
the superstition and kept his 
hitting streak going through 
the end of the season, a total 
of 19 games.  He also wears 
the same socks every game, 

only tapes one of his wrists 
up for games and it’s the same 
one every time, and he says 
he does pretty much all the 
generic good luck stuff like 
throwing salt over his shoul-
der when it spills. 

Away from baseball Kober-
nick is an econ major with a 
Spanish minor and a concentra-
tion in community and global 
health. Dr. McKinney is one 
of his favorite professors. “She 
really turned me on to eco-
nomics,” he said. He hopes 
to work in healthcare admin-

istration someday. Kobernick 
will also be studying abroad in 
Spain in the fall. “I’m stoked 
for it,” he says. 

Even though he’s only been 
at K for two years, he already 
has some lasting memories. 
“Taking three of four from 
Hope last year was awesome,” 
says Kobernick. Although one 
of his favorite memories is 
more fun than serious. He says, 
“When I got my first hit last 
year I wiped out between first 
and second, I got thrown out 
trying to come back to first.” 

After many years of 
arduous attempts at making 
conference tournaments, K’s 
athletic teams are now com-
peting in the MIAA tourna-
ment in nearly all their varsity 
sports. This is not only ben-
eficial to the athletes com-
peting day in and day out, 
but it also has an effect on 
K’s community climate al-
together.  

Roughly 25 percent of 
the students at Kalamazoo 
College play a varsity sport. 
This number does not include 
men’s club lacrosse or either 
of the Frisbee teams. With 
at least one fourth of the 

campus being involved in 
athletics, it can be seen how 
a positive performance in one 
sport or another can have a 
lasting impact on the campus 
community. Athletic Direc-
tor Kristen Smith says, “It’s 
really important the role ath-
letic experience plays on a 
small liberal arts campus.”  

MIAA statistics have 
shown that playoff and con-
ference championship games 
draw much larger crowds 
than regular season events. 
At K, this has proven to be 
the case whether the playoff 
game is at home (in Kalam-
azoo) or elsewhere. In the 
winter, the women’s basket-
ball team made the confer-
ence tournament for the first 

time ever. The College filled 
up two vans of students that 
went away to Hope to support 
the team. Coach Katie Miller 
says, “It really means a lot to 
the girls when our students 
are out and in support.” 

This was not the only case 
of increased support in recent 
years. For senior night this 
winter, the natatorium was 
overflowing with students 
wanting to support both the 
men and women swimmers 
and divers.  

These strong crowds have 
become commonplace for 
K sports in recent years, as 
the athletics department has 
become more and more suc-
cessful with each waning 
year. One student, sophomore 

Tim Antel ’17 says, “If you 
have a successful program 
in any sport you are able to 
draw in recruits and those re-
cruits are students too. They 
will all add to the campus 
community.” 

Another benefit of having 
the more successful sports 
teams on campus is the 
benefit of giving students a 
reason to go to games. Many 
people will tell you it’s not 
fun to go watch your friends 
lose, but that is becoming less 
and less the case now at K.  

In an example long set 
by the tennis team 77 years 
in the making, the other K 
sports teams are following 
the trend of competing for 
MIAA championships.  

nick marsh
staff writer

Benefits of Successful Sports

Follow @IndexSports for the latest
 stats and scores
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A look at the history 
of the “Homecoming” 

pete schultz
contributor

Homecoming Throughout the Years 

Habitat: 
Regional Views

Homecoming week is 
just around the corner for 
Kalamazoo College, and the 
campus is about to be buzz-
ing.  

Alumni from the gradu-
ating classes of 1965, 1970, 
1975, 1980, 1985, 1990, 
1995, 2000, 2005,2010, and 
2015 will be swarming cam-
pus to relive their glory days 
with their collegiate friends. 
This tradition at K dates 
back over 100 years and is 
just as strong as ever. 

While this week is jam-
packed with campus-wide 
engaging activities, the tra-
ditions have greatly changed 
since its arrival in the nine-
teenth century. 

In the early 1900s, home-
coming festivities were cel-
ebrated in mid-February. 
Alumni flocked to campus 
on Saturday, for the one-day 
celebration. The homecom-
ing day culminated in the 
rival football game and a 
dinner provided for alumni 
and students of the college. 

Midway through the 
nineteenth century, these 
celebrations were vastly dif-
ferent from their origins. 
Homecoming celebrations 
kicked off with a parade 
going all throughout down-
town and ending on cam-
pus. Immediately after the 
parade, the first-year class 
would host a giant bonfire, 
trying to outdo the previ-
ous year. While the fire was 
burning on the old intramu-
ral fields, a pep rally con-
sisting of songs and cheers 
took place. After the much 

The Kalamazoo Nature 
Center collaborated with the 
Kalamazoo Institute of Arts 
this fall to host an exhibit 
entitled Habitat: Regional 
Views from Sept. 2 to Nov. 
29. The exhibit consisted 
of the work from the class 
taught by Laurie Pruitt this 
spring at the Kalamazoo In-
stitute of Art. Habitat uses a 
modern 19th century pho-
togravure process, starting 
as a photograph, which is 
transformed into a positive 
and laid on a photosensitive 
copper plate, creating a neg-
ative with which to start the 
printing process. By unify-
ing photography and print-

making, the works have a 
handcrafted and antique feel 
to them, centering on the 
theme of Michigan’s natural 
beauty. Participating artists 
include K ‘07 graduate Ken-
dra Eberts, Kristen DeKam, 
Judy Flachs, Nancy Neva 
Gagliano, Linda Gillespie, 
Dave Jones, Stacey Korycki, 
Mary Landi, Diane Murphy, 
Carole Paris, Laurie Pruitt, 
Corinne Satterlee, Steve 
Scherbinski, Robert Shim-
min, Vicki Van Ameyden, 
Kelly Walkotten, and Mary 
Whalen.      
  According to its website, 
the Kalamazoo Institute 
of Art works goal involved 
“encouraging the creation 
of and appreciation of art in 
Southwest Michigan.”

Rae Fitzgerald, Lucas Oswald played at Louie’s Trophy House.

Cheerleaders in front of the homecoming bonfire in 1959 [courtesy of Kalamazoo College CACHE]

Cartoon by Rachel Dranoff K’ 16

Guillermo del Toro’s
Crimson Peak:

A (Feminist) Gothic Romance 

Warning: major plot spoilers 
ahead.

        
Writer-director Guiller-

mo del Toro’s most recent 
work, Crimson Peak, is not 
just the horror film it is de-
picted as in trailers. Yes, the 
work is full of its fair share 
of jump-scares and ghosts as 
well as a few graphic mur-
ders, but ultimately del Toro 
seems to be using these el-
ements of horror to convey 
a broader social statement 
about women and love.        

The film is set in the late 
18th/ early 19th century, an 
age of industry, invention, 
luxury, and early Victorian 
feminism. The female lead, 
Edith Cushing (played by 
the fair-skinned blonde Mia 
Wasikowska) is an aspir-
ing young writer who falls 
in love with inventor Sir 
Thomas Sharpe (played by 
the Englishman Tom Hid-
dleston) and moves from 
Buffalo, New York to live 

with him and his sister Lu-
cille (Jessica Chastain) in 
the isolated, gothic mansion 
“Allerdale Hall” (which, did 
I mention, del Toro took 
seven months to physically 
build). During her time at 
the mansion, Edith is haunt-
ed by her mother’s ghost 
who warns her to “beware 
of Crimson Peak.” As Edith 
soon discovers, Crimson 
Peak is a name used to refer 
to the site of the mansion 
because of the blood-col-
ored clay that stains the top 
of the ground red.         

Toward the beginning of 
the film, Edith states twice 
that the ghosts which are 
characters in her manu-
script should be read as a 
metaphor. del Toro tells 
his audience outright that 
Crimson Peak uses horror 
for a purpose beyond horror 
itself.        

Elements of horror 
throughout Crimson Peak 
might be described as horror 
that perverts the intimate, 
utilizing specific choices in 
cinematography, setting and 
dialogue to create a deep 

sense of discomfort within 
the viewer. A few examples:        

In one scene, Lucille 
and Edith are sitting out-
side talking, and Lucille 
takes notice of one of many 
dead butterflies lying on the 
ground and remarks to Edith 
“beautiful things are fragile,” 
as she touches the dead in-
sect to Edith’s cheek. The 
film cuts to a detailed close-
up of a very loudly buzzing 
swarm of flies slowly tearing 
away at the eye of one of the 
butterflies. The camera rests 
on this image until the next 
change of scene.         

A similar image occurs 
when Edith is inside the 
mansion: another closeup 
of dead and dying flies on 
a wooden countertop. In 
one of the graphic (almost) 
murders, Thomas Sharpe 
(Tom Hiddleston) looks Dr. 
Alan McMichael (Charlie 
Hunnam) straight in the eye 
and asks him where he sug-
gests would be the best place 
to insert the knife because 
Dr Alan is in fact a doctor. 
Thomas stabs McMichael 
with unflinching deliberan-

cy.         
Perhaps the best exam-

ple of this kind of “horror” 
occurs in the scene where 
Edith is asked to identify 
the half-missing face of her 
dead father. Unbeknownst 
to Edith, her pain and vul-
nerability are taken advan-
tage of as a foundation for 
Thomas to carryout his sis-
ter Lucille’s and his plan to 
manipulate her, marry her, 
and steal money. This sen-
timent is reflected in Sharp’s 
immediate assumption of 
the role of Edith’s source of 
(masculine) dependency 
when he says “I’m here for 
you now, I’m here.”        

Each of these four exam-
ples in one way or another 
mix an element of closeness 
(either emotional or literal, 
as in the camera zoomins) 
with some kind of perver-
sion of that intimacy. Ulti-
mately, this violated, twisted 
closeness is exactly the kind 
of romantic love that is pro-
vided by the film’s lead mas-
culine role—both in Thom-
as’ strategic manipulation 
of Edith’s emotions and in 
the perverted details of his 
rejection of another female 
character (I won’t give this 
one away). 

Some of the final dialogue 
of the film concludes that 
“the horror was for love” and 
that “This love burns you 
and mains you and twists 
you inside out.”       

Miles Greenstone ‘19, 
who saw Crimson Peak at 
Kalamazoo’s Alamo Draft-
house, said he “liked how 
at the end of the movie the 
ghost was still bleeding from 
the same wound.”

elise houcek
A&E Editor

malak ghazal 
Staff Writer  

“American Ultra” is an 
action comedy film directed 
by Nima Nourizadeh and 
written by Max Landis. The 
film stars Jesse Eisenberg 
and also features Kristen 
Stewart, Topher Grace, Con-
nie Britton, Walter Goggins, 
John Leguizamo, Bl Pull-
man, and Tony Hale.   

The film is about Mike 
Powell (Jesse Eisenberg), a 
stoner from the small town 
of Liman, West Virginia, 
where he works at a con-
venience store and tries to 
write a graphic novel. Mike 
finds himself psychological-
ly unable to leave the town 
of Liman and is subject to 
panic attacks whenever he 
tries to do so. Unknown to 
Mike, though, he is also a 
CIA sleeper agent, high-
ly trained to be a killing 
machine. Mike is the sole 
survivor of a secret pro-

gram called American Ul-
tra, a program created by 
CIA agent Victoria Lasseter 
(Connie Britton). Lasseter’s 
rival, Adrian Yates (Topher 
Grace), later declares Mike 
a liability and orders Mike’s 
termination. Fortunately for 
Mike, Lasseter has a sense of 
duty to him, and so he “ac-
tivates” him. Now, Mike has 
to use his secret training to 
fight to save both himself 
and his girlfriend Phoebe 
Larson (Kristen Stewart) 
from the very agency that 
trained him in this hilarious, 
fast-paced film.       

“American Ultra” was re-
leased on August 21, 2015. It 
will be shown Friday night 
at 9:30 pm in Dewing 103 as 
this week’s Zoo Flick, hosted 
by OSI and is free and there 
will also be free popcorn 
and soda.

A Preview of Nima 
Nourizadeh’s film 
“American Ultra”

anticipated football game, 
two dances took place, one 
for students and alumni, and 
one for exclusively alumni. 

This year, the freshly re-
named Campus Engage-
ment Organization (CEO) 
and the Office of Student 
Involvement (OSI) have 
planned activities all week, 
including photo booths and 
karaoke nights in the Hicks 
Center. Friday, Saturday, 
and Sunday will contain all 
day activities and reunions 
for alumni. 

Comprehensive sched-
ules of homecoming events 
happening around campus 
can be found on the CEO 
and OSI Facebook pages, 
along with the homecoming 
section of the college’s web-
site.

timothy decoursey
Contributor

This week’s Zoo Flick

Cartoon by Sarena Brown K’ 19
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It has been a difficult 
season for the Kalamazoo 
College Women’s Volleyball 
team, and part of that may 
be due to the absence of 
libero Logan Horejsi K’17.         

Horejsi is a junior from 
White Lake, MI. Prior to K 
she attended Mercy High 
School where she had an 
illustrious high school vol-
leyball career. Following 
two successful seasons at K, 
Horejsi has been sidelined 
for the last 15 games this 
season with a knee injury.        

Horejsi has been a crucial 
part of the volleyball team 
ever since her first game as a 
Hornet. She earned Second 
Team All-MIAA honors in 
her first season, and led the 
team in digs and service aces 
in both her first and second 

seasons as the team’s libero.        
Having been playing vol-

leyball since the fifth grade, 
one of the key factors in 
choosing a college for Hore-
jsi was the opportunity to 
continue playing the sport 
she loves. She says that along 
with being able to be a part 
of the volleyball team at K, 
having the opportunity to 
further her education at an 
institution with as strong of 
academics as K is very im-
portant.        

Off the court, Horejsi is 
majoring in biology and 
minoring in business. She 
has intentions of attending 
medical school after com-
pleting her undergraduate 
degree at K. On top of her 
academic and athletic work-
load she also works in the 
Book Club’s coffee shop, as 
a barista.         

Horejsi participates in 

K-Crew, a group that helps 
give tours and talks with 
prospective students. She 
also organized the volleyball 
team’s campus-wide four-
on-four volleyball tour-
nament fundraiser in the 
spring.        

The injury has been 
tough on the team, but also 
on Horejsi.  

“My favorite part of being 
on the volleyball team is be-
ing able to compete with my 
teammates every day,” Hore-
jsi said.          

Luckily, the worst part of 
her injury is behind her and 
Horejsi hopes to return to 
competition in the next cou-
ple of weeks. Her goal now 
is to help the team finish the 
season strong and continue 
to get the enjoyment out of 
volleyball she’s always expe-
rienced. 

Although his professors 
may know him as Zack, his 
friends and colleagues know 
him better as Lassie, after 
the lovable loyal pooch.  

Ladd K’19 is a planned 
pre-med major and comes 
from Cedarburg, WI. His 
hometown is just north of 
Milwaukee. Ladd found his 
way to Kalamazoo College 
as a student athlete after 
being recruited by Coach 
Vincent Redko to help lead 
the men’s lacrosse program 
into their first year of com-
petition.  

The plane ride from Riv-
erside, CA to Kalamazoo, 
MI was a long one, but so far 
the journey has been worth 
it for Victoria Beehler K’19. 
Beehler is a first-year wom-
en’s basketball player. She 
is one of several west coast 
recruits that will be joining 
Coach Katie Miller’s Hor-
nets this winter. Beehler 
found herself at K not only 
for its growing athletic cul-
ture, but also for its academ-
ic reputation.  

“My dad was an alumnus 
so that’s where I first heard 
of K,” Beehler said. “Along 
with the opportunity to play 
basketball, I really liked the 
good liberal arts academics 
that were offered.”  

While discussing what 
she’s enjoyed most so far at 
K, Beehler  said, “I’ve really 
enjoyed the close campus 
atmosphere, being able to 
actually meet professors; it’s 
not impersonal at all.”  

She added that she’s only 
seen snow three times in her 
life, but is very excited be-
cause the cold weather has 
been somewhat refreshing 
so far.  A brave pioneer in a 
new land, Beehler  is happy 
to be at K.

Horejsi K ‘17 serves to the start a point last season, very well on her way to leading the team in service aces. [Photo 
provided By Logan Hoejsi]

Nicholas marsh
sports editor

K Sports 
Catch Up 

Women’s soccer compet-
ed in two games last week, 
winning the first and fall-
ing in double overtime in 
the second. The first game 
on October 13th was a 4-0 
victory at home against St. 
Mary’s. The win improved 
the Hornets to 7-3-1 in 
MIAA conference play. The 
game was highlighted by 
four different players scor-
ing goals and keeper Grace 
Smith K’17 getting her fifth 
clean sheet of the season. 
On Saturday the women fell 
1-0 to Calvin in dramatic 
fashion. The contest was 
tied 0-0 until 1:36 was left in 
the game and Calvin finally 
slid one past a diving Smith 
K’17. The loss to Calvin left 
K with a 7-4-1 MIAA record 
with four conference games 
remaining. The women play 
next tonight at Alma. 

Men’s soccer also played 
twice last week, winning 
both contests 2-1. On 
Wednesday October 14th 
the Hornets travelled to Al-
bion where they won 2-1 in 
overtime thanks to a Mat-
thew Fitz K’19 one-hun-
dredth minute goal. Fitz’s 
goal was assisted by super-
star Kyle Hernandez K’17. 

performance was led by in-
credible first year Lauren 
Arquette K’19 who ran a 
22:21 and finished in 36th 
place overall. Sophie Rob-
erts K’16, Anna Roodber-
gen K’18, Cheyenne Al-
lyn-White K’19 and Mira 
Swearer K’16 rounded out 
the top five. Just like the 
men, the women next run 
on October 23rd at the EMU 
Fall Classic in Dexter, Mich. 

Cross 
Country

Soccer

The men’s cross country 
team traveled to Winne-
conne, Wis. On Saturday to 
compete in the AAE Invita-
tional hosted by University 
of Wisconsin-Oshkosh. The 
Hornets finished 44th out of 
45 teams overall. However, it 
was an extremely tough field 
with ranked teams from all 
across the region competing 
in the event. Jordan Hen-
ning K’16 led the way with 
a 120 th overall finish. Con-
nor Vogt K’18, Paul Tshele 
K’16, Alexander Townsend 
K’16 and Merrick Richard-
son K’19 all rounded out the 
top five. Vogt ran a pr time. 
Cross country will compete 
again on October 23rd at the 
EMU Fall Classic in Dexter, 
Mich.  

The women’s cross coun-
try team also ran in the 
AAE Invitational hosted by 
the University of Wiscon-
sin-Oshkosh. The women’s 
team finished 42nd overall 
out of 46 total teams. Their 

The football team trav-
elled to the center of the 
state on Saturday as they 
played Alma in their sec-
ond MIAA game of the sea-
son. Despite a strong start, 
the Hornets fell in the end 
36-27. This brought their 
overall record to 2-4 and 
their MIAA record to 0-2. 
However upsetting the loss 
may be, the Hornets will be 
encouraged by Elijah Ham-
ilton-Wray’s K’16 opening 
kickoff touchdown return 
and KJ Schultz’s K’16 first 
quarter touchdown catch. 
Collin Feilla K’17 also 
caught a dope touchdown 
catch for the Hornets. K 
returns home on Saturday 
to play their Homecoming 
game against Olivet at 2 p.m.

The men played again on 
Saturday as they hosted 
Trine at MacKenzie Field. 
The game ended in a 2-1 
victory for the Hornets. Cal 
Kirchen K’17 and Jordan 
Veillette K’16 provided the 
two goals that impressed 
Andrew Laverenz K’17, 
both of which came in the 
first half. The two wins last 
week moved the Hornets to 
8-2-0 in the MIAA. Their 
next game is Saturday for 
Homecoming against Alma.

Football

Zack Ladd Victoria Beehler

Margot Couraud is running her last season of the Cross Country Team. [Photo 
provided By Margot Couraud]

Connor Vogt K ‘18 runs a personal record time in the Oshkosh invite last week. [Photo provided By Kalamazoo College Athletic Department]

kelleN radulski 
contributor

Zack Ladd [Kellen Radulski / Index]

Getting To Know Your Hornets: 
Logan Horejsi

“I came to K because it’s 
a prestigious liberal arts 
institution, also because I 
had the opportunity to lay 
the foundation for a brand 
new lacrosse program,” 
Ladd said. “I liked the small 
school feel and thought the 
campus was beautiful.” 

While contemplating his 
collegiate experiences so far, 
Ladd said, “I’ve really en-
joyed my classes, just how 
much I’ve learned in such a 
short amount of time.”  

He says that lacrosse 
practice has been great and 
that playing and being with 
his new teammates has been 
a phenomenal experience. 
If he’s not in the classroom 
or hustling out on the field, 
one can find Lassie in the li-
brary, working diligently as 
a student athlete, making his 
mom and dad proud. 
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One day Felix Donate-Pe-
rez K ‘ 19 bought a guitar and 
started a songwriting project. 
Just a little over a year later, 
his band Foster Carrots is 
about to spend winter break 
touring the Northeastern US. 
Sometimes Donate-Perez plays 
alone and sometimes friends 
join him, if they are available 
on the day of a show.

“I have lots of really tal-
ented friends who give their 
time and effort to the project,” 
Donate-Perez said. “It’ s me 
or a cellist, or a violinist, or 
an oboist, or a drummer or 
a bassist. It’ s mostly senti-
mental songwriting that’ s 
all about personal experience 
about relationships, trauma, 
abuse and gender and all that 
fun stuff.”

Donate-Perez came up with 
the name of the band while 
sitting in a junior English 
class. He was trying to think 

Hocus Pocus is Resurrected for Halloween 
This week’s Zoo Flicks stars three familiar witches

The year 1993 was big 
for movies. “Jurassic Park”, 
“Schindler’s List”, and 
“Mrs. Doubtfire” were 
just a few among many 
films released. But there 
is one that is resurrected, 
like the three witches it 
stars, every year around 
this time: “Hocus Pocus”. 
Kenny Ortega (director of 
“High School Musical” and 
“This Is It”) introduced the 
world to Winifred “Winnie” 
Sanderson, Mary Sanderson, 
and Sarah Sanderson, played 
by Bette Midler, Kathy 
Najimy, and Sarah Jessica 
Parker, respectively. 

of good band names when 
Foster Carrots popped into 
his head.

“I was doodling on some 
paper and was like, oh that 
works,” Donate-Perez said. “It 
kinda just hit me. It came out 
of how I was going through 
some serious stuff and Foster 

Carrots is a good pun.”
Foster Carrot’ s third tour 

starts in Western Massachu-
setts where Donate-Perez will 
be recording a record. He’ ll 
then tour in D.C. and Vir-
ginia before heading up to 
Maine. He is travelling with 
his partner from another band, 
HolyShadows.

“All these shows are Do-It-
Yourself type of shows, so you 
play in community spaces or 
houses and they donate to us,” 
Donate-Perez said. “Usually 
we get [enough] gas money to 
make a little bit of money, but 
it just depends on the show. It’ 
s completely independent. The 
shows really make or break 
whether or not the tour is 
successful.”

The first Foster Carrots tour 
was right after Donate-Perez 
graduated from high school; 
he took the Megabus. On his 
second tour in August, right 
after he turned 18, half of his 
travels were on the Greyhound 
and the other half in a car. 

“That tour was really great 
because the shows were 
amazingly promoted and 
well booked and really well 
paying,” Donate-Perez said. 
“That tour kinda spoiled me. 
The Midwest tour was a great 
experience, but it was a little 
disheartening because not 
many people knew me yet 
in the Midwest. This tour is 
going to be different because 
it’ s going to be cold and we’ 
re going to have a car.”

Donate-Perez wants to be an 
elementary or middle school 
teacher, but is open to the pos-
sibility of a music career.

“It’ s very much something 
I’m passionate about and if 
things go well that’ d be cool, 
but also I’ m not banking on it,” 
Donate-Perez said. “It’ s some-
thing I do to express myself 
and gives me a sense of com-
munity I didn’ t have before.”

Ghost Stories 
From 

Around the Zoo
Collection of “Haunted Places” 

around Kalamazoo 

Kalamazoo College came 
to be in 1833, while the city 
itself wasn’t named Kalam-
azoo, meaning “Boiling 
Pot” in a Native American 
tongue, until 1836. A lot has 
happened around here, and 
with Halloween around the 
corner, here are some plac-
es where the ghostly dwell 
around our city. 

There are some rumors 
about the Psychiatric Hos-
pital, which resides less 
than two miles away from 
campus. It was built in 1854 
and it housed patients who 
suffered from mental ill-
nesses, many of whom were 
rejected by society. Rumors 
include that the patients 
were dehumanized, often 
tortured, and that through-
out its existence, it has seen 
countless murders and sui-
cides. There are mysterious 
writings, noises, lights and 
ghost-like figures that are 
said to be seen at night. Pri-
or to the completion of the 
hospital, the state held the 
patients in cottages near the 
Asylum Lake Preserve on 
Drake and Parkview, where 
many more murders took 
place in the woods. As the 
legend goes, you can still 
hear their screams in the 
wind on the lake. 

Kalamazoo Regional 
Psychiatric Hospital:

The Kalamazoo 
Civic Theater:

Built in 1929, The Ka-
lamazoo Civic Theater is a 
local treasure to theater arts. 
However, actors and other 
workers at the theater tell 
the legend of “Thelma,” the 
theater’s residing ghost. As 
the story goes, she was an 
amateur actress who threw 

Henderson Castle: 
The spirits of Mary and 

Frank Henderson have oc-
cupied the castle on Mon-
roe long after their passing 
in the 1800s. Travelers and 
managers alike have had 
strange experiences in the 
mansion, including feeling 
a tap on the shoulder, hear-
ing voices through an un-
plugged radio, and seeing 
figures appearing at the top 
of the stairways. The castle 
is across the street from the 
Mountain Home Cemetery.  

Vandercook Hall: 
Previously a dormitory at 

Western Michigan Universi-
ty, Vandercook Hall closed 
when three girls supposed-
ly committed suicide in the 
first floor bathroom. Differ-
ent groups on campus have 
occupied the building for 
brief periods of time, but all 
end with experiences of the 
supernatural, and the build-
ing has been unoccupied 
since the 90s. 

There are many more 
places that locals claim to 
be haunted: The Vine and 
Stewart Neighborhoods, 
Bronson Park, the Radisson, 
the old Gibson Guitar Fac-
tory, the State Theater, the 
Park Club, and the Whistle 
Stop Depot. 

There’s rumor from an 
old edition of The Index 
that a professor was buried 
at the top of Arcadian Hill, 
where the Arcus Center now 
stands today. 

herself to her death after 
losing the lead role in a play. 
People see her shadow in 
the back of the stage during 
shows, she moves actors’ be-
longings, and she plays with 
the lights.

The stories shared in this article are folklore and 
The Index cannot vouch for their authenticity. 

malak ghazal 
staff writer

mallika mitra 
co-editor-in-chief  

Foster Carrots Performing [Provided by Felix Donate-Perez]

Foster Carrots Performing [Provided by Felix Donate-Perez]

Paranormal Activity: 
A Horrorble Let Down

Director Gregory Plotkin’s 
fifth film of the popular 
horror series Paranormal 
Activity tells the story of 
a demonic witch cult but 
does not live up to the cult 
following the series has 
received.

Paranormal Activity: 
The Ghost Dimension stars 
Chris J. Murry, who plays the 
role of husband and father 
Ryan Fleege, Brit Shaw, who 
plays his wife Emily, and 
the couple’s seven-year-
old daughter Leila, played 
by Ivy George. The film 
opens with a portrait of the 
Fleege’s comfortable life in 
Santa Rosa, CA: a beautiful 
wife, a beautiful new house, 
and an adorable, happy-
go-lucky daughter. After 

Cartoons by Sarena Brown K’ 19

elise houcek
a&e editor

A review of Para-
normal Activity: The 
Ghost Dimension

maryclare colombo
staff writer

discovering a mysterious 
vintage camcorder in a 
box left behind by the 
previous owners, Ryan and 
his wife catch a number of 
unexplainable ectoplasmic 
and ghoulish figures on 
film and eventually realize 
that the force(s) haunting 
them are after their daughter. 
Unbeknownst to the Fleeges, 
their daughter Leila was 
chosen years before she was 
born to be a member of a 
demonic witch cult; Ryan 
and Brit are subsequently cast 
into a battle against the the 
dark forces in an effort to save 
Leila from being initiated 
into the cult.             

The graphics in the film, a 
black, amorphous ectoplasm, 
dark, shadowy ghouls, and 
eventually a giant black 
creature that more closely 
resembled a human form, 
were lacking in technical 
quality (ie, they looked fake) 
and were not very original. 
The plot of the film itself 

seemed trite and the use 
of the elements of horror 
within the plot were rather 
obvious. And while the 
crude humor throughout 
the film got laughs from 
the audience (including 
myself), ultimately, the sex 
and weed jokes only further 
contributed to the film’s 
cliched, immature nature. 

Heather Brown ‘14 was 
disappointed with the 
film: “I think most of the 
horror elements of the 
film were based in jump-
scares and tricks, but I was 
still trembling the whole 
time because demonic 
children freak me out. The 
culmination of the buildup 
of the elements of horror fell 
flat and felt anticlimactic; it 
was predictable and the poor 
graphics detracted from the 
reality of the fear. I wasn’t 
impressed overall but the 
humor was on point.”

When Max Dennison is 
forced to move to Salem, 
Massachusetts from Los 
Angeles, he is not looking 
forward to Halloween. 
However, with his sister 
Dani’s convincing, Max 
eventually agrees to go out 
and accidently resurrects 
the Sanderson sisters. 
Throughout the movie, the 
teenagers attempt to right 
Max’s wrong and send the 
witches back to where they 
came from, where they can 
no longer terrorize Salem. 
Binx, who was turned into 
an immortal cat by the 
Sanderson sisters when he 
was a teenager in 1693 after 
the witches killed his sister, 
Emily, assists the brother-

sister duo. Binx is especially 
eager to end the witch’s reign.  

Omri Katz, who went on to 
appear in several television 
series, including “Freaks 
and Geeks” and “General 
Hospital”, plays Max. Thora 
Birch, who stars as Dani, later 
appeared in several movies, 
such as “American Beauty”, 
“Ghost World”, and “The 
Hole”. Jason Marsden, the 
voice of Binx, can also be 
heard in “A Goofy Movie” 
and “Batman: Gotham 
Night”. 

At the Academy of Science 
Fiction, Fantasy & Horror 
Films in 1994, “Hocus 
Pocus” won the awards for 
Best Costumes, Best Fantasy 
Film, and Best Special Effects 

while Bette Midler won Best 
Actress and Kathy Najimy 
won Best Supporting Actress.  

“Hocus Pocus” will be 
screened at 9:30 pm in 
Dewing 103 as a Zoo Flick, 
hosted by the Office of 
Student Involvement 
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Cross country runners cover 
very long distances, but no race 
covers the distance between 
homes for cross country runner 
Connor Vogt K’18. Vogt was 
born in South Carolina, before 
moving to Germany, then to 
Beijing, China during his early 
teenage years. He finally moved 
back to Greenville, South Caro-
lina where he finished his final 
two years of high school at St. 
Joseph’s Catholic School.  

A sophomore, Vogt plans 
to double major in Econom-
ics and Political Science. His 
favorite class so far was “The 
Presidency and Congress”, with 
Dr. Berry. 

Running since the seventh 
grade, Vogt wanted to go to a 
school where he could contin-
ue to run cross country, as well 
as experience the small class 

koji vroom
contributor 

Vogt competes in a race earlier this year, where he set another personal record time.

sizes and the student-teach-
er relationships that K has to 
offer. He also hopes to study 
abroad next year, for which 
K has many different options 
to offer. 

When asked about his fa-
vorite part about being on the 
cross country team Vogt said, “I 
love the way the team feels like 
a second family, and the phys-
ical fitness benefits of running 
almost every day.”

This season, Vogt has set a 
new personal record almost 
every weekend in the team’s 
races. Vogt ran cross country 
in Germany, and also in China 
at the Western Academy of 
Beijing. In Beijing he also com-
peted for the rugby team. After 
moving back to South Car-
olina Vogt was a member of 
two state championship cross 
country teams at St. Joseph’s, as 
well as contributing on a state 
championship soccer team his 
junior year. 

Along with running cross 
country, Vogt also played club 
lacrosse this past spring at K. 
In his down time Vogt enjoys 
snowboarding, supporting 
his favorite soccer club Liv-
erpool, and listening to indie 
rock music. His favorite movies 
and TV shows are “Black Hawk 
Down”, “Talladega Nights”, 
“South Park” and “Parks & Rec”.

Getting to Know Your Hornets: Connor Vogt

Want the
Latest K Sports 

Updates?
Follow  

@IndexSports 

Vogt gets in the zone before a race 
last season [Provided by Connor 
Vogt]

First-Year Profiles
nicholas marsh 

sports editor 

Men’s Soccer team scores a goal against Alma at the Homecoming game on October 24. [Alexander Ross/ The Index] 

Some first years are slow 
to adjust to the demanding 
level of collegiate athletics, 
but that has not been the case 
for basketball star Demarco 
Dickerson K’19. Under the 
pressure of Homecoming 
weekend, Dickerson won 
the team’s slam dunk contest 
in stylish fashion. His skill 
is immense as he showed 
during the dunk contest, 
but his natural athleticism 
and unique personality are 
what make Dickerson the 
perfect K athlete. “I chose 
K because it was the best 
fit for me athletically, and I 
knew I would get a great ed-

The women’s soccer team 
has struggled with injury 
and is currently missing 
several players due to study 
abroad, but they are lucky to 
have first years that can step 
right in and play like Sarah 

Demarco 
Dickerson

Sarah George

Demarco Dickerson [Rachel Carson 
/ Index]

Sarah George [Rachel Carson / Index]

George K’19. George is orig-
inally from Royal Oak, MI. 
where she played soccer for 
Marian High School.  Since 
she still has time to choose, 
George is in between biology 
and chemistry for her major 
right now. She wants to do 
something with science. As 
far as school goes, George 
feels K is the perfect fit.  “I 
wanted a smaller school 
so I didn’t feel like I was 
lost in the crowd,” George 
said. “Plus I really liked the 
soccer team and was very 
comfortable with them.”Be-
sides enjoying success in K’s 
classrooms, George has also 
been making a large impact 
on MacKenzie Field. She has 
started 14 MIAA games this 
season as a midfielder, scor-
ing two goals and providing 

ucation out of it,” Dickerson 
said. His thinking fits right 
in with the school’s opinion 
that athletics are an integral 
part of a liberal arts educa-
tion. In terms of his own 
education, Dickerson plans 
to major in business.  Out-
side of the classroom, Dick-
erson has found a new best 
friend in his roommate and 
basketball teammate Tra-
vis Veenhuis K’19. The two 
have clearly begun what will 
be a lifelong friendship.  “My 
roommate [Travis] and my 
teammates on the basketball 
team have been my favorite 
things about K so far,” Dick-
erson said. As he prepares to 
represent the Hornets as a 
shooting guard on the court 
this season, he will always 
be with the support of his 

Football team faced off against Olivet for the Homecoming game on October 24. [Alexander Ross / The Index]

one assist.  “The soccer team 
has been my favorite part 
so far, the girls on the team 
have helped me transition 
from high school to college 
so much,” said George.  Her 
team has definitely appre-
ciated having her on the 
field and getting to know all 
about her off the field. This 
includes one of her favorite 
fun facts about herself: she 
considers herself an excel-
lent nap taker.  “I can fall 
asleep anywhere, anytime,” 
George said. 

teammates.  “The family en-
vironment, the tight group 
and the close friends on the 
team, it’s all pretty cool,” 
Dickerson said. 
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Tuesday night food-for-thought: a mockumentary 
of the art world and the rise of ‘ Mr. Brainwash.’

hadley harrison 
features editor 

Stirring Things Up
Editors of The Cauldron make moves 

to improve accessibility for student writers 

Directed by the British graf-
fiti artist Banksy, whose ap-
pearance in the movie Exit 
Through The Gift Shop as a 
hooded figure with a disfig-
ured Hawking-esque voice 
made him more enigmatic, 
Exit Through The Gift Shop 
was screened to a small but 
captivated audience in Bissell 
Theater on Tuesday, October 
26. Organized by the Contem-
porary Art Living Learning 
House, the screening was a 
cozy affair with chevre, brie, 
and sparkling ‘ wine.’ Exit 
Through The Gift Shop was 
featured at the 2010 Sundance 

Contemporary Art Living Learning 
House Presents:

Exit Through The Gift Shop

Film Festival and is as funny, 
eccentric, and confounding as 
the phenomenon of Mr. Brain-
wash that has taken the Los 
Angeles art scene by storm.             
The film started out innoc-
uously enough with Thierry 
Guetta who is addicted to 
filming everything –from doc-
umenting his own family to 
following street artists and 
catching them in the act on 
camera. His obsession with 
documenting street art leads 
him from filming his cousin, 
more widely known by his 
pseudonym “Invader,” to 
Shepard Fairey, to the elusive 

Banksy, all the while promis-
ing them that he would turn 
his raw camera footage into a 
documentary about street art.             
When he does come up with a 
film, however, it is described 
as “unwatchable” by Banksy, 
and so the graffiti artist sug-
gests that Thierry makes some 
art of his own. This suggestion 
turns Thierry into an overnight 
modern art sensation called 
‘Mr. Brainwash’  (MBW) and 
the art world upside down. His 
success leaves many of his con-
temporaries confounded, and 
the film does a good job por-
traying this phenomenon as 
part comedy, part artistic state-
ment, and part anthropologi-
cal and sociological autopsy of 
our times.  In other words, it is 
up to the viewer what she takes 
away from the film. The film 
raised many questions for us 
in Bissell Theater this Tuesday, 
and as Carlos Arellano put it 
in words: “I don’ t know how 
to feel about this.” Is MBW 
an invention by Banksy that 

“If You’ve Got It, Haunt It!”
Student Organization Showcase features diverse performances

This year’s Fall Student 
Organization Showcase, “If 
You’ve Got It, Haunt It,” fea-
tured music, dance, poetry, 
and comedy from ten student 
organizations on campus, in-

cluding Frelon, Kalama-Afri-
ca, The Asian Pacific Islander 
Student Association (APISA), 
Cirque du K, and two a cap-
pella groups.              

The Kalamadudes, K’s all-
male a cappella group, were 
conspicuously absent from 
the weekend’s performances, 
but Premium Orange and the 

Limelights each performed, 
featuring soloists Emily Sals-
wedel K’16 and Daria Lewis 
K’16, respectively.              

Queens, featuring Kalkidi-
an Amare K’18, Monét Foster 
K’18, Patricia LaCaze K’18, 
Kat Russel K’18, and Aunye 
Scott-Anderson K’18, per-
formed “Refining Love,” a 

medley of songs and spoken 
word poetry.              

Groups from Frelon, K’s 
student-led dance company, 
performed seven dances from 
several different genres, in-
cluding an adaptation of the 
Tango Roxanne from the 
movie “Moulin Rouge,” belly 
dancing, and Afro-fusion.              

Earlier this quarter, Frelon 
directors Oluchi Ebere K‘18, 
Andriana Evangelista K‘16, 
Shadi Larson K‘16, Carlos 
Arellano K‘18, Kelly Treharne 
K‘16, and Billie Heard K‘16 
facilitated a discussion about 
cultural appropriation as it 
related to previous Frelon per-
formances.  

“I think that’s our responsi-
bility as leaders and directors, 
to be knowledgeable and to 
understand the consequences 
of our actions,” Treharne said 
at the forum on September 28, 
“especially when Frelon is one 
of the biggest student organi-
zations on campus.”

As a response to these con-

cerns, the evening’s program 
included explanations from 
the choreographers about the 
history of select dances and 
why they chose to perform 
them.              

Aside from music and 
dance, the event also included 
skits performed by Kalama-Af-
rica that satirized the differ-
ences in African and Amer-

ican culture, spoken word 
poetry by Aunye Scott-An-
derson and Patricia LaCaze, 
a Halloween-themed perfor-
mance by Cirque du K, and a 
K-pop inspired medley from 
APISA.             

The performances were 
held Saturday, October 31 
and Sunday, November 1 in 
Dalton Theater.

Frelon performed a dance to a song entitled “Movements. [Beatriz Feijoo / Index]

K Cheer performed a dance choreographed by Brielle Bethke. [Beatriz Feijoo 
/ Index 

claire mccarthy 
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With archives dating back 
to 1920, The Cauldron is a 
magazine and student-or-
ganization with a long 
legacy. Although the liter-
ary and visual arts maga-
zine has undergone import-
ant changes since that time, 
it has remained consistent 
in publishing Kalamazoo 
College students’ poetry, 
fiction and creative nonfic-
tion, as well as represen-
tative pieces of visual art.                

The journal’s aim is to 
showcase the broad diver-
sity of student voices that 
compose this campus, voices 
that grapple with a wide 
range of personal, political 
and aesthetic concerns. But 
instead of resting on the mag-
azine’s lengthy history, Jordan 
Meiller K’16 and Omari 
Oliver K’16, Co-Editors-
in-Chief, question how that 
aim is being met right now.  

The Cauldron is an [ex-
cellent] publication, but as 
an organization we’ve been 
fairly static, said Meiller. 
Both editors are commit-
ted to making The Cauldron 
more visible to the rest of 
campus and getting more 
people involved with the 

literary community at K.
To increase their visibility, 

the editors are trying to main-
tain a presence all year round 
with workshops and readings.  

“We want to get our name 
out there, so that there aren’t 
sophomores, juniors, and 
even seniors who have never 
heard of us,” Meiller said. 
“We want to give the edito-
rial staff, who have histor-
ically only been involved 
for a few weeks in January, 
another way to contrib-
ute and apply their skills.”     

Hadley Harrison K’16, 
Nonfiction Editor, led The 
Cauldron’s first workshop 
onThursday, October 29. 
With a dozen students gath-
ered in the Olmsted Room, 
she facilitated a conversa-
tion about how non-fic-
tion is a broad genre that 
can celebrate writing in dif-
ferent creative styles and 
flavors, which we might 
notice most in memoirs 
and, to some extent, poems.  

 “The Cauldron takes visual 
art, fiction, poetry, and non-
fiction, too—which a lot of 
people don’t know about. 
In the past, we have pub-
lished short excerpts from 

the near future and having at 
least one interactive reading 
at the unveiling ceremony 
in the spring, designed to 
honor the past issues of the 
journals as well as to give 
people who might other-
wise be too shy to read the 
option of reading another 
student’s published work. 

“People love to go to per-
formance events, but [tend 
to] forget that writing can 
also be fun,” Oliver explained. 
“After sharing their work 
at the end of a workshop, 
people are more inclined to 
work on their piece further, 
and eventually submit.”

Oliver and Meiller also 
aim to change the way 
students interact with 
The Cauldron physically.  

“A huge first step we took 
this quarter was simplifying 

our submissions process,” 
Oliver said.  With the help 
of Submissions Editor 
Lauren Perlaki K’17, Oliver 
and Meiller developed an 
online submission form.                

Furthermore, Meiller and 
Oliver are contemplating the 
possibility of making The 
Cauldron a digital journal 
that students can down-
load online in addition to 
the paper publications that 
are circulated every spring.  

Curious? Interested? In-
spired? Submit to The 
Cauldron at thecauldron.
submittable.com. Poetry, 
Fiction, Non-Fiction, 
and Visual Art pieces are 
welcome. Submissions are 
open now through the be-
ginning of Winter Quarter. 
Email cauldron@kzoo.edu 
if you have any questions.

Past publications of The Cauldron. [Malak Ghazal / Index]

Cartoon by Rachel Dranoff K’16

really good pieces of journal-
ism and all sorts of essays,” 
said Harrison. After reading 
a selection from “A Small 
Place” by Jamaica Kincaid, 
she guided the discussion 
into an exploration of the 
deliberate use of perspec-
tive in nonfiction writing 
and how a particular voice 
can draw people into a piece 
or separate them from it.     

The workshop also fea-
tured time for students 
to write freely for ten 
minutes, and although ev-
eryone had the option to 
share afterward, nobody 
was pressured to do so.  

“On a core level, writing 
is very much for yourself. 
The act of sitting down with 
your thoughts and putting 
them on paper can be really 
uncomfortable and terrify-
ing sometimes, but it can 
be really worth it,” Harrison 
said. “Social media has, in a 
lot of ways, replaced journal-
ing so that fewer people even 
write in diaries anymore, 
but there are times when it 
is more important to delve 
into what you aren’t sharing 
on social media and share 
it with yourself. Every-
one could benefit from a 
little introspective writing.”

Harrison mentioned that 
hosting workshops is one 
of the ways in which The 
Cauldron is making an effort 

to expand more outside of 
the English department. At 
her workshop, there were 
English majors in atten-
dance, but there were also 
students representing An-
thropology/Sociology, Psy-
chology, Philosophy, Biology, 
and undeclared majors.  

“We find that a lot of stu-
dents come to K and aren’t 
aware that [The Cauldron] 
is a great way for them to 
get their writing published,” 
Harrison said. “There are so 
many great writers who exist 
outside of the English de-
partment, and I wish more 
of them would submit their 
work to get some differ-
ent perspectives out there.”

As senior editors, Oliver 
and Meiller intend to stir 
things up some more by-
organizing a poetry and/or 
fiction writing workshop in 

jasmine khin
contributor

serves an eponymous role in 
this bizarre story, a parodied 
version of Banksy himself, 
or is he a true phenomenon 
that defies comprehension 
and pushes the boundaries 
of parody? The main ques-
tion the film raised for me 
was about the authenticity 
of art—whether there is such 
a thing as that—and who, if 
anybody, has the right to call 
himself an artist?
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K Sports Team Represent Abroad 

Men’s Soccer 
Postseason Preview

The men’s soccer team celebrates their win over Alma in their previous meeting with the student crowd. [Rachel Carson / Index]

Paige Sambor is 
one of the leaders 

on and off the field 
for K’s 

women’s soccer team

Men’s Soccer and Women’s Volleyball will visit Trinidad and Tobago as college representatives over winter break.

The Kalamazoo College 
women’s soccer team this 
season is a rare case of a team 
without any seniors on their 
roster, but that does not mean 
that they are at a disadvantage 
on the field. The team is cur-
rently in 3rd place in the MIAA 
after a strong win on Saturday.  

The team is led by a very ex-
perienced class of seven juniors, 
with two others currently on 
study abroad. One of the 
on-campus juniors that helps 
lead the way for the Hornets 
is 2014 All-MIAA First-Team 
Midfielder Paige Sambor K‘17. 

Sambor, who hails from 
Bloomfield Hills (Lahser High 
School), has been making an 
impact since her first year on 
campus. She has played in every 
one of the team’s matches (55) 
since she arrived on campus 
and has started 51 of those 
games. Along with being 
named First-Team All-MIAA 
last season, Sambor was also 
named to the NSCAA/Con-
tinental Tire All-Central-Re-
gion Third Team.  

Along with the opportunity 
to play soccer at the collegiate 
level, Sambor also wanted a 
school with a good health-sci-
ences and pre-med program. 

Sambor plays a ball down field in a game earlier this season. [Courtesy of 
Paige Sambor]

K had both of those things to 
offer, and a combination of 
the two at a high level that few 
other schools can offer. 

Another opportunity that 
K offers is the chance to study 
abroad, an opportunity that 
Sambor took advantage of 
this past spring. She studied 
abroad in Madrid, Spain for 
three months. 

When asked what her favor-
ite part of being on the soccer 
team is, she said “the friend-
ships that I have built with my 
teammates, and how I can hang 
out with them all the time on 
and off the field.”

Off the field, Sambor is a 

chemistry major (pre-med), 
with a minor in psychology. She 
also participates in the Athletic 
Leadership Council, K’s Health 
Professions Society, and works 
with the soccer team with the 
Special Olympics and Olympic 
Development Program train-
ing kids. 

Sambor’s favorite athletic 
moment at K so far was beating 
Alma last season in the MIAA 
Tournament Semi-Finals 5-1. 
Sambor and the women’s soccer 
team will look to match that 
performance this week as they 
approach the MIAA Tourna-
ment. 

The men’s soccer team is the 
number two seed in this sea-
son’s MIAA postseason tour-
nament. They will host number 
three seed Alma on Wednes-
day night at 7:00 pm at MacK-
enzie Field. 

 Last week men’s soccer fin-
ished their season with a 2-1 
loss at Adrian, this brought 
them to a 10-4 final conference 
record for the regular season. 
While finishing the season in 
second place behind national-
ly ranked Calvin is frustrating 
for the Hornets, their primary 
focus now shifts to Alma in the 
conference tournament.  

“Everything is on Alma now, 
that’s our focus,” says Head 
Coach Lumumba Shabazz. 
This is Shabazz’s fourth year 
coaching the Hornets. His 

teams have reached the con-
ference semi-final in all four 
of his seasons in charge. Last 
year was the first year under 
Coach Shabazz where they 
made it to the conference final, 
eventually losing to Calvin on 
penalty kicks.  

The matchup with Alma will 
be a challenge for the Hornets 
as both games versus Alma this 
regular season ended in dra-
matic fashion. The first game, 
away at Alma, was won 2-1 by 
the Hornets as Josh Robison 
K’17 scored the winning goal 
with just two minutes remain-
ing in double overtime. The 
return fixture showed K scoring 
two goals with less than eight 
minutes remaining in the game 
to claim a another 2-1 victory.  

This season has shown K 
score 34 goals, thanks in large 
part to forward Cal Kirchen 
K’17. His 14 goals led the 

The men’s soccer team will host Alma 
in the conference semi-finals this Wednesday

nick marsh
sports editor

MIAA in the regular season. 
Thomas Bryant K’18 and Kyle 
Hernandez K’17 both have 
5 goals this season. Hernan-
dez, one of the conference’s 
most dynamic players (he was 
All-MIAA second team last 
season), also has 5 assists this 
year and will be looking to 
make a large impact on the 
game. 

However, Alma has only 
allowed 15 goals against this 
conference season which 
means their stingy defense 
will be tough for the Hornets 
to get through.  

Coach Shabazz hopes that 
a large student crowd will 
provide a “12th man” like 
feeling for his boys and that 
this support can help give them 
the extra energy that leads to 
victory. 

Olivia Cares K’16 finished her last season, but will be traveling with the team to Trinidad. [Couresy of K College 
Athletics website]

To fully immerse their ath-
letes in the Kalamazoo College 
experience, Men’s Soccer 
coach Lumumba Shabazz 
and Women’s Volleyball coach 
Jeanne Hess have set up a trip 
that will take their teams to 
Trinidad and Tobago for com-
munity work over winter break. 

“If we are going to repre-
sent athletics at a place like K 
that values study abroad, we 
should experience sport on an 
international level,” says Coach 

Hess. Both Coach Hess and 
Coach Shabazz believe that 
this trip will be enlightening 
for their teams and they will 
bring back this experience to 
share with the rest of the ath-
letic department.               

The trip will be over the 
course of two weeks, with the 
teams spending ten days in 
Trinidad and three days in 
Tobago.               

While abroad, the teams will 
be involved in several forms of 
community work. They will be 
involved in college workshops, 
which will aim to show students 

that there is a real opportuni-
ty to come to the US to attend 
college. They will also be in-
volved and doing work with 
the primary school that Coach 
Shabazz attended growing up. 
There will also be an athletic 
clinic where both soccer and 
volleyball teams will host some 
form of practice for locals to 
participate in.               

Right now the NCAA allows 
teams to take a trip like this 
once every three years. While 
the volleyball team has taken 
two similar trips previously 
(once to China and once to 

Costa Rica), this is the first 
trip of its kind for men’s soccer. 
While it can be extremely diffi-
cult and demanding for coaches 
to plan these trips, coaches 
Shabazz and Hess felt Trin-
idad was the perfect option. 

“Because it’s Trinidad it’s 
given us an extra boost,” Coach 
Shabazz said. “Once you do it 
once, hopefully it’s the barrier 
breaker and it opens the pos-
sibilities even more.”             

While the hope of the trip is 
to lead to many greater options 
for the athletic department as 
a whole in the future, the focus 
right now is on the experience 
in Trinidad.  

“We can have group experi-
ences like these that are trans-
formative,” Coach Hess says. 
She believes that this trip will 
provide a team experience that 
will help propel the young vol-
leyball team into the future.                

For Coach Shabazz, this 
homecoming will be very 
special as he shares it with 
his team. “This trip helps us 
to become much tougher, but 
it also helps us realize there’s a 
whole world out there. I want 

my boys to be global citizens, 
not just Americans,” Shabazz 
said.              

One thing is abundant-
ly clear about this trip: it fits 
perfectly into what K College 
expects from its community. As 

The volleyball team shows their close bond before a game earlier this 
season, planning to strengthen that bond overseas this winter. [Index / 
Photo taken by Beatriz Feijoo]

Coach Shabazz says, “Coaches 
here [at K] are about molding 
men and women rather than 
molding athletes.” 
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 The Upright Citizens 
Brigade Touring Company 
performed along with Kalam-
azoo College’s very own im-
provisation group, Monka-
pult, in the Dalton Theater 
on Wednesday, November 4.               

Upright Citizens Brigade, 
an improvisation group from 
New York City, has alumni 
who are some of the biggest 
names in comedy today, in-
cluding Amy Poehler, Donald 
Glover, Horatio Sans, Jack Mc-
Brayer, and many other cast 
members of shows such as 
“30 Rock”, “Saturday Night 
Live”, and “Community”. Other 
famous alumni, such as Adam 
McKay, have gone on to direct 
films like “Anchorman” and 
“Talladega Nights.”            

Monkapult started the night 
off. Several members of the 
troop stepped up to the front 
and started with a random 
line based words from the au-
dience. Whenever a member 
thought they could add to the 
scene, like being a new charac-

Improvisation group from New York visits K 

tim decoursey 
staff writer

Preview of “for colored girls who have 
considered suicide/when the rainbow is enuf ”

Upright Citizen’s Brigade Touring Company performed at Kalamazoo College.  [Tim DeCoursey / Index]

Upright Citizens Brigade 
and Monkapult Perform

ter, theystepped in to give the 
scene depth. Then one of the 
members would say “swoosh”, 
and the whole process would 
start over again.                

The performance featured 
four members of the famed 
improvisation troop: Andy 
Bustillos, Morgan Miller, 

Matthew Starr, and Connor 
Ratliff.                

For the first part of their 
show, the Upright Citizens 
Brigade asked for a story from 
a member of the audience. 
Then, using the story and 
other comments made from 
an opening discussion with 

Monkapult opened for Upright Citizens Brigade.  [Tim DeCoursey / Index ]

the audience, the four-mem-
ber improvisation group built 
elaborate and creative scenes.                

Upright Citizens Brigade 
is a “long form” improv act, 
meaning each of their perfor-
mances is different. Each scene 
they act out is one “that has 
never been done before [and] 
will never be done again”, as 
said by Starr.                

Next, they asked the audi-
ence to pull out their phones 
and share three different text 
messages with them, and 
again, the group used them 
to create scene after scene, 
all the while making the au-
dience laugh.  

“I thought it was so inspi-
rational and so smart,” said 
Kate Kreiss K’19, a member 
of Monkapult.  

Kaspar Hudak K’19 was im-
pressed by how “the Brigade 
was very open to student ex-
periences”, adding that they 
took them, “and arguably im-
proved upon them.”

From November 12 through 
November 15, Kalamazoo Col-
lege’s Theater Department will 
put on the acclaimed play, “for 
colored girls who have consid-
ered suicide/when the rainbow 
is enuf” written by the feminist 
playwright and poet, Ntozake 
Shange, and directed by one 
of K’s Theater Art professors, 
Karen Berthel.             

This play is referred to 
as a “choreopoem,” a genre 
Shange coined herself, for its 
various forms of performance 
art like music, dance, poetry, 
and song. This piece showcas-
es seven black women, each 
known as a different color of 
the rainbow, as they share their 
life experiences through these 
artistic mediums. This show 
is the first of K’s 2015-2016 
theatrical season and carries 

a lot of importance with the 
Theater Department’s theme 
of ethnic and racial identity.              

Laura Livingstone-McNeils, 
a K alum and the Theater De-
partment’s Administrator, 
noted that while she appre-
ciates how the department is 
putting on shows with accu-
rate representations of ethnic 
and racial identities, she feels 
that there is room for even 
more diverse depictions of 
people on the stage, like char-
acters with special needs and 
mental illness.  

“The theme this year is so 
great because you are looking 
for the best in someone from 
whatever ethnic or cultur-
al background they come 
from,” Livingstone-McNeils 
said. “You are recognizing 
that they have something you 
may not and you are seeing 
how great that difference is.”

Keya Boyles ’16 is a theater 
major and a cast member in 

the play. 
“Since my start at K, I have 

always wanted to be a part of 
a play that has something to 
do with my culture...that deals 
with being from a low-income 
community, and being black, 
and being a woman,” Boyles 
said. “This play addressed all 
of these and more. I’ve always 
had a craving to be a part of 
something like this because 
this is what I am passion-
ate about.”            

In addition to playing the 
“Lady in Yellow,” Boyles is the 
Dramaturge for this play, and 
she has done extensive re-
search on the play, the play-
wright, and the time it was 
born into, 1970’s America. 
When talking about how she 
feels portraying a “colored” 
woman of this time, she notes 
“I am not offended by it...I 
think it speaks through gen-
erations... and I think that 
it works very effectively... 

women can relate what this 
word means, and the weight 
it carries.”            

As the Lady in Yellow, 
Boyles shared that her char-
acter “...makes many trans-
formations throughout the 
play. She’s a very fascinating 

Cast members reheasrse for the Festival Playhouse production entitled “for colored girls who have considered 
suicide/when the rainbow is enuf.” [Photo provided by Emma Franzel]

sarena brown
staff writer

character and goes through 
a lot – specifically surround-
ing sexuality... I don’t want to 
give too much away because 
I want you to come see it!”            

All K College students, 
faculty and staff members 
are invited to attend the per-

formances of “for colored girls 
who have considered suicide/
when the rainbow is enuf ” 
for free in the Nelda K. Balch 
Playhouse on November 12 at 
7:30 p.m., November 13 and 
14 at 8:00 p.m., and on No-
vember 15 at 2:00 p.m. 

 Students 
Featured 

in Art Hop

Art Hop came to down-
town Kalamazoo last Friday 
to celebrate local art, creativ-
ity, and community, brought 
to us by the Arts Council of 
Greater Kalamazoo and its 
many sponsors.  

Art Hop is a free event that 
takes place every first Friday of 
the month, where locals share 
and sell their art with the rest 
of Kalamazoo. Local small 
businesses, studios, public li-
braries and more open their 
doors to let the communi-
ty explore these make-shift 
art shows.             

Western Michigan Univer-
sity and Kalamazoo College 
hosted a few works from local 
artists, and a few K College 
students also had the oppor-
tunity to exhibit their work. 

Malak Ghazal K‘15 had 
a few pieces on display in 
the offices of The Kalama-
zoo Gazette last Friday night. 
She first became interested in 
participating in Art Hop after 
taking a class through the Ka-
lamazoo Institute of Arts with 
Mark Bugnaski, a photojour-
nalist for the MLive Kalama-
zoo Gazette. 

“I’ve always loved taking 
pictures, but have never had 
a social edge to them, until 
now.” Ghazal had three photo-
graphs on display last Friday,” 
Ghazal said.  

In the Rare Book Room of 
Upjohn Library, the College 
also hosted one exhibit by local 
artist and K alum, Ladislav 
Hanka, on Friday evening. His 
collection will stay on display 
until November 19.  

Hanka’s work is primarily 
black and white etchings and 
drawings of creatures found 

in the natural world. This year 
marks Hanka’s 40th anniver-
sary of his graduation from 
Kalamazoo College. 

Liz Tyburski K’16 is another 
K student with work in Art 
Hop. Her entire Advanced 
Studio class participated in 
this event, held in the Parks 
Trade Center space downtown.  

Tyburski had two sets of 
prints in the show, each con-
sisting of three panels. She said 
“It was really difficult for me 
to watch people look at my 
art,” and that she kept won-
dering “What are they think-
ing of my work? Do they get 
it? Should I talk to them?” 
Outside of those anxieties, 
being at the show last weekend 
was “a privilege.”

“My peers are so talented at 
what they do,” Tyburski added. 

When thinking of this ex-
perience as a whole, Ghazal 
said, “I’m an average college 
kid and I was able to get some-
thing in a local art show. That’s 
pretty cool.”

Besides photography, 
Ghazal is on K’s swim team 
and is a writer and photog-
rapher for The Index.  

Tyburski noted that it is 
really interesting to see what 
the other venues have to offer 
during Art Hop, as “there is a 
huge art scene here in Kalam-
azoo, which is awesome con-
sidering the size of the city.” 

To find more information 
on Art Hop for the coming 
months, or to learn about 
showing your own work, head 
over to kalamazooarts.org

sarena brown
staff writer

Cartoon by 
Rachel Dranoff K’16

Cartoon by Sarena Brown K’ 19
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Getting to Know 
Your Hornets: 

Lauren Arquette 

Kalamazoo College first-
year Lauren Arquette K’19 
has only been running cross 
country since her first year 
of high school (Salem High 
School, Plymouth/Canton 
Mich.), but she quickly took 
a liking to the sport, and just as 
quickly became one of the best 
young runners in Michigan.             

After a friend convinced Ar-
quette to join the cross country 
team in her first year of high 
school, Arquette went on to 
make the Academic All-State 
First Team the following three 
years. She was also First-Team 
All-Region in her last two years 
of high school.            

Arquette chose to come to 
K because of the academic 
culture that it has to offer, in-
cluding the small class sizes 
and the student-faculty rela-
tionships.             

In only her first quarter on 
campus, Arquette has piled 
up the accolades, including: 

koji vroom
staff writer

Lauren Arquette [Photo by Rachel Carson / Index ]

winning the Lansing Regional, 
being named MIAA Runner of 
the Week twice and making the 
All-MIAA First-Team.              

Along with the awards 
she has won, Arquette also 
placed higher than runners 
from Michigan State, the Uni-
versity of Michigan, Eastern 
Michigan, and Toledo at the 
Eastern Michigan Fall Classic 
earlier this quarter, finishing 
21st overall.             

When she isn’t running, Ar-
quette works with the “Young 
Adult Program” and “Campus 
Engagement.” She is also learn-
ing French, and hopes to work 
as an Au Pair in France over 

the summer.             
She plans to major in polit-

ical science, with a concentra-
tion in environmental studies. 
Along with her French studies, 
she also plans to learn another 
language as well.             

When asked what her fa-
vorite part about K so far has 
been, Arquette said “the people 
I’ve met here are great, espe-
cially my teammates and my 
suitemates who I’m around for 
most of the day.”            

Arquette hopes to continue 
her success this season when 
the cross country team travels 
to Indiana this weekend to 
compete at the Great Lakes 
Regional.nicholas marsh 

sports editor

Point guard Kelsey Adamski is one of the key returners this season for the Hornets. [Photo provided by Kalamazoo 
Athletic Department]

Lauren Arquette K’19 [Rachel 
Carson / Index]

First-year runner has been named MIAA Runner of the Week twice

The Women’s Basketball 
Team hosts Dominican Uni-
versity (Ill.) on Friday, Novem-
ber 13 for their opening game 
of the season. The game tips off 
at 7:00 p.m. in Anderson Ath-
letic Center.              

This game will be the first 
of two home games that the 
team will play while the student 
body is still on campus. It will 
be a good opportunity for this 
year’s team to get off to a strong 
start in front of home fans and 
build from it going forward.  

“I think it’s important for this 
team to find its own identity. 
We have a lot of young players 
who are capable of stepping up 
and taking on bigger roles,” 
Head Coach Katie Miller said.              

This will be Coach Miller’s 
fifth season in charge. Last year 
the team made the postseason 
conference tournament for 
the first time ever under the 
new format.              

Even though the team lost 
five seniors from last season, 
they are still returning ten 
players. Along with the ten 
returners, the Hornets added 
three first-years with Amanda 
Moss K’19, Eliza McCall K’19, 
and Victoria Beehler K’19.              

Adding players was not the 
limit for Coach Miller this off 
season, she also brought in two 
new coaches to the program. 
Jordan Bell joined the team 
after serving as an assistant at 
the University of Mount Union 
for three years. Dan Thorn-
ton also joined the coaching 
staff after more than 15 years 

of coaching in the Kalamazoo 
area at both high school and 
collegiate levels.              

Possibly the most import-
ant thing for the Hornets this 
season is the fact that they 
return their starting All-MIAA 
First Team point guard Kelsey 
Adamski K’16. Last season 
Adamski led the team in 
scoring with 11.5 points per 
game, assists with 115 and 
steals with 59. She individually 
led the MIAA in assists as well.              

This season the goal will 
be to make the top four and 
achieve the post season con-
ference tournament again. 
Coach Miller said, “There’s 
some tough teams and it’s going 
to be a battle. It’s a matter of 
being prepared for every single 
game that we play.”

Women’s 
Basketball 

Preview

The women’s basketball 
team returns to action 
this Friday following a 
great season last year. 

Adam Dykema in action this past weekend. [Photo provided by Kalamazoo College Athletic Department]

Last season did not go as 
planned for the Kalamazoo 
College Men’s Basketball Team. 
They finished 7-18 overall after 
beginning the season with a 
5-6 non-conference record.              

As the new season approach-
es, Head Coach Eric Dougal 
and the team have put last 
season behind them and have 
their sights set on making the 
MIAA tournament, giving 
themselves the chance to play 
for a conference title.             

One of the keys to finding 
success for the Hornets this 
season will be finding more 

consistency and production 
on the offensive end. The team 
finished last in the MIAA in 
points per game last season.              

Fortunately, the Hornets 
return two of their top three 
scorers from a season ago in 
shooting guard Adam Dykema 
K’17 (12.1 points per game), 
center Josh Miller K’17 (7.9 
points per game), and forward 
Chase Baysdell K’17 who av-
eraged 8.1 points per game in 
his first year on campus before 
being sidelined due to injury 
for the majority of his sopho-
more campaign.             

Miller and Baysdell will give 
K a formidable front court 
with their size and skill on 
both ends of the court, while 

Dykema provides the compli-
mentary deep threat, such as 
lead the team in three point-
ers last season.             

The starting lineup will be 
rounded out by the team’s two 
seniors, Cam Schwartz K’16 
and Mike Oravetz K’16.              

Along with the experience 
of the upperclassmen in the 
starting lineup, the Hornets 
also welcome four first-years 
and two transfers. One of which 
is first-year wing Demarco 
Dickerson K’19. Dickerson led 
the Hornets in scoring with 
14 points in this past week-
end’s exhibition with Western 
Michigan.              

These newcomers, as well as 
the other returners, will look 

to replace the seven graduat-
ed seniors from last season, 
which included Adam Peters 
K’15, who was second on the 
team in scoring and started 
all 23 games last season. Carl 
Ghafari K’15 also started all 
but two games when healthy 
and led the team in assists and 
steals.             

With a deep roster includ-
ing both experienced upper-
classmen as well as promis-
ing young talent, the Hornets 
expect to be a strong contend-
er this season in the MIAA.             

You can catch the team in 
action this Saturday when they 
take on Oberlin College in the 
Anderson Athletic Center at 
4:30 p.m.  

koji vroom
staff writer

The Men’s Basketball Team adds some 
new talent as they 

look to build a strong season this year  

Men’s 
Basketball 

Preview
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