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The 
Kalamazoo College 
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AFTER a quick flashback covering the first century 
of Kalamazoo College history, this book deals with 
the things that happened on the Kalamazoo cam- 
pus from 1933 to 1958,  the first quarter of the 
second century of growth. Carefully authenticated 
though it is, the narrative puts the stress on the 
story part of the word history. For the same reason, 
the absence of footnotes is deliberate; the book's 
appeal is to the general reader. 

As the oldest institution- of higher learning in 
Michigan, older than the University of Michigan 
itself, Kalamazoo College may be  resumed to 
have a certain interest for the general ~ u b l i c  by 
reason of chronology alone. But that fact is hardly 
touched on in the present volume. The story of 
education on the Kalamazoo campus is identified, 
in a broad way, with the story of the development 
of education throughout the Middle West. The 
author takes pains to stress the representative char- 
acter of his story. 

During the past quarter of a century liberal arts 
education throughout the nation faced several 
crises that resulted from depression and wartime 
dislocations. How one typical small college met 
those issues; how it refused to compromise with 
expediency, or to cheapen its B.A. degree; how it 
met even unusual "bludgeonings of chance" and 
recovered from them "bloody but unbowed"; how 
at last hard work and careful planning on all the 
college levels resulted in a degree of scholastic and 
economic prosperity-such is the story set forth in 
the pages of this book. 

The author portrays the College as he might a 
friend, and projects his portrait against its commu- 
nity background with intimacy and tenderness. 
The story takes on the warm tints that only crea- 
tive imagination can give to such a narrative. 

All liberal arts institutions and their graduates 
can identify themselves with the institutional and 
personal portraits that emerge from these pages. 
The story of this one small colIege has a univer- 
sality that makes it at the same time the story of all 
small liberal arts colleges in America's twentieth 
century. 

A MEMBER of the Kalamazoo College Faculty for - 
24 years, Arnold Mulder was a free-lance writer 
before, during, and after that period of academic 
service. When he joined the Faculty in 1929, he 
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had won recognition as the author of four novels, 
and the Boston house of Houghton Mifflin Com- 
pany was his publisher. For I g years he conducted 

the Booth Syndicate. 

1 a column, Library Adventures, that ran three 
times a week in the eight Michigan newspapers of . 

d 

Dr. Mulder began his professional life as man- * 
aging editor of the Holland Evening Sentinel. For 
two years, on leave of absence from that position, 
he served as publicity director of the Michigan . 
State Health Commission. 

Throughout the years he did free-lance work in 
the magazine field, with some 60 articles to his 
credit, in 24 magazines, among them The Satur- 
day Review, The Bookman, Collier's, The  Nation, 
The Outlook, and The Freeman. 
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His academic training was at Hope College, the 
! 

University of Michigan, and the University of 
Chicago. Hope College conferred on him the hon- 
orary degree of Doctor of Letters. In 1947, in 
recognition of his book, Americans from Holland, 
the government of The Netherlands awarded him 
a decoration and named him an Officer in the 
Order of Orange-Nassau. 

Although he had accepted a teaching position 
largely as a new experience, Dr. Mulder fell in 
love with teaching and with Kalamazoo College 
itself, and stayed on for six student generations. 
He retired in I 953 to give himself an opportunity 
For more free-lance writing. In that capacity Kala- 
mazoo College invited him to write the school's 
r 25 th Anniversary volume, and The Kalamazoo 
College Story is the result. 
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I 

The Second Century Opens 

WHEN nIE SECOND CENTURY OPENED for Kalamazoo College, the 
future of the institution looked less than bright. The year was 
1933, and the American people were being told that they had 
"nothing to fear but fear itself." However comforting that re
assurance may have been for the nation as a whole, its application 
to a small liberal arts college, some of whose endowment funds 
were invested in the stocks and bonds of a shaky industrial struc
ture, was at best doubtful. Those who loved the century-old college 
had to fall back for the time being on the faith in things unseen. 
But it is not unreasonable to suppose that, in spite of the morale
motivated injunction by national leadership, a few harbored the 
fear that before the end of the second century's first quarter some 
anonymous journalist would be called upon to write the history 
of the decline and fall of Kalamazoo College. 

But in the main their attitude toward the future of Kalamazoo 
College was that of the American people toward the future of the 
nation. America was flexing its economic muscles in preparation 
for the titanic task of recovery; it was making various false starts, 
and it was wasting some of its energy in unrealistic experiments; 
but on the whole the nation was digging itself out of what looked 
like a hopeless rubble of depression. What the American people 
could do for America, the Fellowship in Learning could achieve 
on a smaller scale for Kalamazoo College. In any event, the con
stituency of the college had faith left, and hope, and love. 

An added reason for concern during those anxious early years 
of the depression was that administrative leadership was in partial 
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abeyance because of the mortal illness of the President. Dr. Allan 
Hoben had been an aggressive builder both of physical equipment 
and of scholastic techniques during the years since 1922 when he 
assumed the presidency. When the school's centennial was ob
served in October, 1933, he was still strong enough to make the 
necessary public appearances; and he was still convincing himself 
that he would in due course be himself again. But it was obvious 
to many others that such an expectation was vain. 

Death came on April 29, 1935, and meanwhile the temporary 
and experimental character of administrative leadership made 
solVing the problems that were generated by national depression 
more difficult. All those who felt a more immediate responsibility 
for the institution's welfare shouldered their added burdens with
out complaint. But an Acting President, lacking the initiating 
powers of true authority, is in a difficult position even under nor
mal conditions; in a time of economic stress such as the College 
was passing through during the first half of the thirties, such a 
leader's best efforts were sometimes inseparable from a sense of 
frustration. Professor Charles T. Goodsell, head of the History 
Department, assumed the task. He was appointed Vice President, 
but served as Acting President-at first in close liaison with Dr. 
Hoben but later, as illness progressively impaired the vitality of 
the President, shouldering the burden alone. 

The stress and strain of national crisis also made added effort 
seem necessary for the Board of Trustees. The Board's members, 
many of them, were caught in the swirl of depression in their own 
personal lives. But the college records of the thirties nowhere sug
gest that they allowed their private problems to interfere unduly 
with their college responsibilities. Not the least reassuring item in 
the general American economic scene is the fact that harassed 
men and women throughout America spent time and money in 
just such institutions, in many colleges small and large, at a time 
when their personal affairs were calling for increased attention. 
In this respect the Kalamazoo College story is not unique. 
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The Second Century Opens 

The same statement applies to the Faculty of those years. In 
the main it was made up of men and women who did not differ 
markedly from the college teacher type of the nation. As men 
and women trained to look at life realistically, the members of 
the Faculty in the depression years recognized the necessity of 
retrenchment, even when it involved for them a still further reduc
tion in an already modest income. There were two different salary 
cuts during the first half of the decade. Yet on Nov. 2, 1936, 
announcement was made that at the close of the college year five 
percent would be restored "if the state of the treasury permits." 
Somewhat later the rest of the reduction was made up. 

But the teachers continued to man their battle stations as they 
had always done, and as a matter of course. The observation that 
most of them had no alternative has some force, and it is no more 
than honest to admit it. At a time when formerly prosperous ex
ecutives and salesmen were selling apples on the street corners 
of New York, a college instructor could count himself fortunate 
that he had a job at all. This is true. But it is also a fact that the 
faculty members of those days did not indulge in the dramatics 
of self-pity; they carried on without heroics and proved themselves 
a stabilizing force in the American economy. 

What is to be said of the student body during the college gen
eration when the second century was opening in the history of 
Kalamazoo College? Then, as now, the student body was of course 
the most important element in the educational equation, the rea
son for the very existence of the institution, without which there 
would have been no Administration, no Board of Trustees, no 
Faculty. 

The twenties, as all the world remembers, had been an era of 
"Flaming Youth," both in and out of college. Kalamazoo College 
had remained perhaps less affected by the spirit of unrestrained 
license that the decade's popular name implies than many insti
tutions. But college student bodies are likely to try to keep up with 
the Joneses no matter where they are located or what their college 
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traditions may be. When students at Harvard and Yale and Prince
ton blossom out in raccoon coats, the student bodies on the smaller 
and more sober campuses are sure to follow-somewhat tardily 
perhaps but inevitably. And the raccoon coat was of course only 
a symbol of the raccoon mind. During the twenties the atmosphere 
on the nation's campuses, small and large, was perhaps somewhat 
nearer to the pictures of college life that the movies are still project
ing with wearisome monotony, than it is today. 

When the second century opened for Kalamazoo College, a 
process of natural selection had generated in the student body a 
spirit of more wholesome soberness of which the phrase, "A Fellow
ship in Learning," was legitimately descriptive. Not that this spirit 
had been absent from the Kalamazoo College student body of the 
twenties, but before the middle thirties had arrived the composite 
student personality had inevitably been affected by the spirit of 
seriousness that a great social fear had generated in the American 
people as a whole. Young men and women were likely to be 
strongly conscious of the sacrifices being made for them at home. 
The educational flotsam and jetsam that had at one time arrived 
on this and other campuses, for no better reason than that it was 
socially respectable to go to college, were being eliminated to some 
degree by the laws of family economics. 

Still, it is unrealistic and naive to claim that the college student 
population of the depression years was composed exclusively of 
earnest, hard-working, serious young men and women. Vestiges 
of the "Flaming Youth" era were still in evidence, just as the rac
coon coat, somewhat moth-eaten to be sure, was still an affectation 
with some students, who thought of themselves as preludes to 
progress, who did not know that actually they were postscripts. 
But it is fair to assert that the general tone of the student body 
was that of intellectual seriousness-not the seriousness of retro
spective age but of forward-looking youth. That the "thoughts of 
youth were long, long thoughts" on the campus of that day is 
proved by the accomplishments of those young men and women 
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today, now that they have arrived at maturity and the season of 
flowering. 

Alumni (including alumnae; the distinction in gender is too 
clumsy for the smooth flow of narrative) are perhaps even more 
difficult as material for generalization than the students. They are 
a much-maligned body, and the term "Old Grad" has acquired 
connotations that are made up of the stuff of ridicule and satire. 
Like the student body and the governing groups in the educational 
process, the alumni of the depression years were infected with the 
spirit that was challenging the nation to cast out fear and to set its 
face toward a future in which life was real, life was earnest. Every
one of them, perhaps, had his own personal problems, and most 
of them were shouldering additional community burdens. But in 
the main that did not prevent them, at least many of them, from 
giving a thought to their old campus, returning at Homecoming 
time to give reassurance by their presence that they were not for
getting and perhaps returning also to win reassurance for them
selves from renewed contact with the campus that in happier days 
had caused them to sing lustily, "Faithful to thee we'll be." 

Lest this statement of college family activities seem a mere 
vague generalization, here are a few of the hard facts about life 
on the campus during, roughly, the first half of the depression 
decade. The list is by no means exhaustive, it is meant merely to 
serve as an illustration of the fact that many were making special 
efforts. 

Among them, not improperly, a student. During the early period 
of depression Mary Elizabeth Smith, of Nashville, Mich., won 
distinction for herself and for her school with an all-A record, the 
first time that had happened in 98 years of the history of the 
College. A near approach had been made to this record before, 
among others by Marion H. Dunsmore, later a faculty member, 
who in 1920 graduated as an all-A student, with the Single excep
tion of one B in one subject. (Miss Smith's feat has been repeated 
four times since: Victor Raymond Ells, 1935; Wilma Eleanor 

7 



THE 

KALAMAZOO COLLEGE 

STORY 

Fechter, 1944; Ralph Owen Kerman, later a faculty member, 
1947; and Samuel Ellsworth Allerton, 1955.) 

In 1933 the College staged an elaborate centennial celebration, 
with a pageant, a convocation, and addresses by speakers of na
tional repute. During the same year the institution published a 
213-page Centennial History of Kalamazoo College, written by 
Charles T. Goodsell and Willis F. Dunbar. Somewhat surpris
ingly, the administration closed the 1933-34 school year with a 
balanced budget; again the next year. In 1933, also, Dr. Ernest B. 
Harper assumed the position of Kalamazoo County Relief Admin
istrator in President Roosevelt's emergency relief program. He was 
head of the Sociology Department and his government assignment 
was in a way in recognition of his success in that position. His 
successor on the Faculty, Dr. Raymond L. Hightower, has served 
from 1934 to the present time. Administrators, faculty members, 
trustees, students, alumni, contributed to the Stetson Chapel 
building fund. In 1934 a "400 Club" was formed, with a charter 
membership of 331, each of the members pledged to make a per
sonal effort to find prospects for the student body. 

By way of contrast, lest the college personnel of that day should 
seem to be too good to be true, there was also the case of what 
came to be known as the "Red Hag incident," when, on April 26, 
1935, some anonymous person or persons hoisted a crudely con
structed hammer and sickle banner to the top of the staff on Bowen 
Hall, taking pains to grease the pole for the purpose of making the 
removal of the banner difficult. Regarded by both the College and 
the police as a thoughtless prank, it is included in this record 
merely to show that it takes all sorts of persons to form a student 
body, as it does to make a world. 

This sketchy review of the way the Administration, the Board 
of Trustees, the Faculty, the students, and the alumni met the 
depression at the moment when they faced into their second cen
tury of existence, suggests that the College has a corporate per
sonality. That personality is different for different groups. To 
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alumni, with their traditional emotional reaction to their school, 
the institution is one thing; to the general public, another; to those 
directly concerned with the daily operation of its affairs, still some
thing else. But that is always characteristic of personality, indi
vidual as well as corporate; a man is one person to his family, a 
somewhat different personality to his professional associates, and 
yet another man to the general public. 

Groups like the governing board, the alumni, the faculty do 
not, in any school, indefinitely give their loyalty and support for 
reasons of sentiment alone. Unconsciously they feel that such 
loyalty should be given only when it is deserved. An education 
just as good may be obtained in other institutions, but the sup
porters of Kalamazoo College, remembering an institutional per
sonality that had helped them to shape their own lives, felt that 
their college had something-it can only be described by the vague 
term "personality"-that gave it the right not only to continued 
life but to expansion and progress. The school's first century de
served a second. A corporate personality that had been born a 
century ago in the woods of Michigan had developed to maturity. 
Like a real person, it had its faults, its weaknesses, but it was not 
colorless. Also like a real person, it could do things for those who 
loved it and believed in it that no other school, large or small, 
could do for the rising generation of students that would emerge 
from the institution's normal constituency. 

After a hundred years of history, Kalamazoo College felt that 
it was mature enough to review the past with objective self-analysis 
and to face the future with sober confidence. 
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Retrospect 

WHEN Ralph Waldo Emerson visited Kalamazoo College in 1860 

-he tells about it in his Journal-there was no suggestion in the 
day's entry that he regarded the local educators patronizingly. 
Rather, he reflected the respect that a sincere man is likely to feel 
for his intellectual equals. Those pioneers on the Michigan fron
tier, provided only with meager funds and little equipment, were 
true citizens of his world, intellectually speaking, as they were 
of theirs. Emerson remarks, with cheerful self-satire: "I found 
many personal friends, though unknown to me, and one Emerson 
was an established authority." 

Kalamazoo College, at that time, was two years over a quarter 
of a century old. It was clear to men like Emerson and other 
celebrities-there were through the years rather astonishingly 
many distinguished visitors-that the institution was both a going 
concern and that it had come to stay. But the first quarter of a 
century had not been without periods of anxiety and crisis. The 
birth pangs of this small college in the village with the melodious 
name of "Kalamazoo"-which is supposed to mean "boiling pot"
had been many and protracted. The story has the interest that gen
erally belongs to beginnings. 

The oldest educational institution in Michigan offering "in
struction of a collegiate grade," Kalamazoo College, in its first 
official announcement, informed the public that its proposed 
course of instruction was "for the accommodation of young ladies 
and gentlemen." In other words, the institution was to be co
educational. Also, the founders, Thomas W. Merrill and Caleb 
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Eldred, were devoted to the Baptist denomination, and originally 
their program had called for affiliation with that branch of faith. 
But due to hidden denominational rivalries, they had met with 
difficulties in securing a charter from the government of Michigan 
Territory. The non-sectarian character of the institution, merely 
implied in the original charter, was made explicit in an amend
ment approved March 21, 1837: "The said Institute and depart
ments shall be open to all Christian denominations, and the 
profession of any religious faith shall not be required of those 
who become students." 

Merrill was a native of Maine, a descendant of a long line of 
New Englanders. As a young Baptist minister he was animated 
by a zealous determination to establish a Baptist college in the 
wilderness of Michigan Territory. After some months of small 
triumphs and disasters on the nring line of frontier education, 
Merrill met Judge Caleb Eldred, of Climax, Michigan, who came 
to be known as one of the co-founders of Kalamazoo College. The 
two joined hands in the project that eventually grew into Kalama
zoo College. 

There was considerable tacking and veering before the educa
tional bark launched by these two became the institution that 
honors them today as co-founders. The school's nrst name was 
The Michigan and Huron Institute, the name seeming to imply 
that the institution was prepared to serve the educational needs 
of the people living between Lake Michigan and Lake Huron
a total population in 1830 of 31,639. Under this name it won the 
charter from the Territorial Legislature on April 22, 1833, the 
beginning of the legal history of Kalamazoo College, a date that 
is celebrated each year as Founders Day. But before it assumed 
its permanent name, it served for a few years under the title of 
The Kalamazoo Literary Institute. Still later it merged for a short 
time with a Branch of the University of Michigan that had been 
operating in Kalamazoo in competition with the emerging in
dependent institution. When the state university abandoned all 
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its branches, in 1843, the Kalamazoo Literary Institute launched 
out on a completely independent course and resumed its earlier 
name. 

There had been at first some hesitation about a location. Be
fore corning to Kalamazoo, then called Bronson village, Merrill 
tried to locate a college in Ann Arbor, but he failed to secure a 
charter. Even after The Michigan and Huron Institute had been 
founded, and a charter had been secured, the choice of location 
remained wide open. Grand Rapids, then a village, was seriously 
considered. The village of Comstock also tried hard to become the 
horne of the future college. There were several other suggestions, 
among them Prairie Ronde and Marshall. In 1835 the village of 
Bronson won out by subscribing a fund of $2,500 for land and 
buildings. 

The academic history of the first decade, 1833-1843, is like 
the "short and simple annals of the poor." There is some vague
ness as to who was who in the school's administration and faculty, 
because the early trustee records were lost. 

From 1843 to 1892, a period just short of half a century, 
the story, less shadowy, is one of almost continuous Sturm und 
Drang. The lack of money caused the greatest worry, but the 
human nature of the college personnel and constituency was not 
far behind. So pressing often were money troubles that at one 
time the Board of Trustees passed a resolution that the College 
"be closed for at least one year." But that proposal galvanized the 
friends of the institution into action; the resolution was rescinded 
and the work of the College continued without interruption. 

That period itself was the culmination of years, even decades, 
of a seemingly hopeless struggle against financial odds. It is a 
story of salaries unpaid, or partly so, of presidents and faculty 
members working for hopelessly inadequate pay, of annual def
icits, of lack of endowment, of blows dealt by national depressions, 
and of dislocations brought about by the Civil War. 

But money was not the only trouble; human nature was a close 
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second. Perhaps it is fairer to say that the two problems were one; 
near-pauperism is likely to breed discontent, so that it becomes 
at least a contributing factor in the clash of personalities. 

In 1843, Dr. J. A. B. Stone and Lucinda Hinsdale Stone, his 
young wife, came to Kalamazoo from New England, he to serve 
as President, she as a teacher. They remained until 1863. During 
that 2o-year period the College developed an atmosphere of liber
ality that made the term "liberal arts" truly appropriate. Both Dr. 
and Mrs. Stone were ahead of their day in pedagogical attitudes; 
they left an imprint on the College, and on the community, that 
has never wholly faded. 

As "progressives" they made bitter enemies as well as warm 
friends; yet, during their twenty years of service, they won a place 
in the history of the College that marks them as outstanding in 
the record of the first century of growth. Even after they left the 
College, the Stones continued to make their influence felt in the 
State. In 1870, Mrs. Stone was influential in securing the opening 
of the University of Michigan to women. With others, she per
suaded the University authorities to admit Madeline (Madelon) 
Stockwell, then a Kalamazoo College student. Miss Stockwell en
tered as a sophomore at Ann Arbor, and in due course she became 
the first woman to be graduated from the University. 

The resignation of the Stones, in November, 1863, caused what 
today would be called a student "strike." Between 120 and 150 
members of the student body were involved. Their petition for re
instatement of Dr. and Mrs. Stone was denied, and at first they 
were threatened with expulsion. Later the Trustees voted a reso
lution of thanks and an expression of esteem for the Stones. The 
threat of expulsion was changed to honorable "dismission," but 
most of the students left anyway. Several members of the Faculty 
and Board of Trustees resigned. 

There is something to be said for the opposition to the Stones. 
Though he was a great educator, Dr. Stone was in no sense a com
petent businessman. The College lived from hand to mouth during 
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most of the period, and often the hand did not reach the mouth. 
There was a difference of opinion as to the degree of control to be 
exercised by the Baptist denomination. Dr. Stone fought for the 
idea that Kalamazoo College should be strictly an educational in
stitution, not merely a Baptist college; he insisted on an "open" 
rather than a purely Baptist corporation for the College, Mrs. 
Stone wrote later, and that caused friction. 

From the time of the resignation of the Stones, in 1863, until 
1892, the date of the beginning of the so-called "modern era," the 
College had seven administrative heads. Since one of them, the 
Rev. Kendall Brooks, served 19 years (1868-1887), the tenns of 
six others, covering only nine years, were necessarily brief. The 
administrative turnover reflected in some degree the financial 
troubles of the College. Besides Dr. Brooks, the following served: 
the Rev. Edward Anderson, President pro-tern for some months; 
John Milton Gregory, 1864-67; Daniel Putnam (performing 
"duties of the Presidency"), 1867-68; Dr. Silas Bailey, Acting 
President for a period of months; the Rev. Monson A. Willcox, 
1887-91; Theodore Nelson, LL.D., 1891-92. 

During the remaining 41 years of the first century of Kalamazoo 
College history, there were three administrations, headed by 
Arthur Gaylord Slocum, Herbert Lee Stetson, and Allan Hoben. 
In the order named, they were natives of New York state, Maine, 
and New Brunswick, Canada. 

Although during those three administrations the College 
emerged from its stage of frontier educational experiment to an 
assured position of permanence in the educational life of the state 
and nation, the story of those years is not without marks of great 
stress and strain. In terms of economic and scholastic development, 
the three administrations formed a single forward movement. In 
general, the Stetson regime continued what the Slocum admin
istration had begun, and Dr. Hoben took the torch from the hand 
of Dr. Stetson. Each President initiated and carried out individual 
programs, but in broad outline the three regimes worked toward 
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the same end. That objective was to provide for the College an 
adequate financial underpinning in the form of endowment so as 
to emancipate it from the hazards of temporary and intermittent 
financing; to provide for the College a curriculum and faculty 
that could claim the approval of objectively independent accredit
ing bodies; to provide a campus plant in buildings and library and 
laboratory equipment that would meet the needs of a first-rank 
institution of learning. 

When Dr. Slocum became President, in 1892, the Faculty con
sisted of five professors and six instructors; the budget amounted 
to less than $18,000 a year; and the total endowment was below 
$196,000. The library was described as "practically worthless." 
The enrollment consisted of 40 students of college rank and 125 
of preparatory grade. The curriculum, though excellent as classical 
training, had taken little note of the fact that time marches on. 

When Dr. Slocum laid down his burden in 191 I, after nearly 
20 years of administration, Kalamazoo College had, in the lan
guage of the 191 I summer Bulletin, become the "most strongly 
endowed educational institution in Michigan," and the erection 
of Bowen Hall had given it the first major building unit in the 
campus equipment that constituted the physical plant at the close 
of the first century of Kalamazoo College history. 

The Faculty was greatly strengthened during the Slocum re
gime, and it was increased in number. The 191 I summer Bulletin 
stated that the "total amount of safely invested funds of the 
College" was over $54°,000. The Preparatory Department was 
abolished during Dr. Slocum's administration, and college work 
comparable to that offered by the University of Chicago, with 
which the College was officially affiliated for a few years as a 
Branch, was established. The student body was substantially en
larged, rising to a peak of 196 in 19°5-06. A beginning was made 
in developi1?'g a library adequate for a modern college. When Dr. 
Slocum resigned in 191 I, the College had taken its place in the 
front ranks of the institutions of higher learning in Michigan. 
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How much the financial sights had been raised since the be
ginning of the Slocum administration, with its budget of "less 
than $18,000 a year," can be gathered from the objectives in the 
fund raising program of the Stetson administration that followed. 
During the campaign of the Interchurch World Movement, and 
that of the Baptist World Movement, with their heady enthu
siasms, we are told that the "College needed, to conform to the 
standards of five hundred students, eleven buildings at a cost of 
$1,185,000, and an income to the amount of $239,000 a year. The 
total endowment essential was $5,973,000." 

Those objectives were not reached, and the partial collapse of 
the World Movements left the College wide of the mark. But the 
grandiose character of the plans is symptomatic of the revolution 
that had taken place, and was still in progress, in the economic 
thinking stimulated by the Stetson leadership. 

During this administration the first gymnasium was erected, 
later greatly enlarged during the Hoben era. Improvements were 
made in the men's dormitory after a dramatic fire, and in Bowen 
Hall, and considerable campus building and landscape planning 
were done. 

But on the whole the emphasis of the administration was on 
increasing faculty salaries, raising the scholastic standard of in
struction, adding to the number of faculty members, strengthening 
the financial structure on which the scholastic program depended, 
building a curriculum by which to maintain first rank in academic 
standards. 

The first World War was a dislocating factor in the overall pro
gram, but the College met the demands of the nation, and it had 
resumed its regular academic tenor when Dr. Stetson's administra
tion gave way to that of Dr. Hoben. 

The new day produced new problems. "The Interchurch World 
Movement had utterly collapsed and the Baptist World Move
ment had partially failed." Money, or rather the lack of it, was 
again the root of evil for the College. 
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Retrospect 

Dr. Hoben's objectives, outlined in 1923, were: to maintain 
a superior and well paid faculty; to maintain the curriculum of a 
first-class college of liberal arts; to attract able students "from all 
the economic groups of society" over a wide area; to personalize 
education. He planned for an enrollment not to exceed 500, and 
for the highest academic standards: "We do not want a college 
here that is as good as anyone of a hundred similar schools. We 
intend to have a small college that is better than any of them." 

The most extensive building program in the history of the 
College up until that time was carried out during the Hoben ad
ministration. The mere list, all that can be given in a brief retro
spect, is impressive: I. rebuilding of the fourth Hoor of the men's 
dormitory, Williams Hall; 2. Bowen Annex, that served as class
room space from 1922 to 1930; 3. Praeger Greenhouse; + Presi
dent's house; 5. Mary Trowbridge House; 6. seven faculty homes; 
7. R. E. Olds Science Hall; 8. enlargement of Tredway Gym
nasium; 9. Minnie Mandelle Library; 10. Stetson Chapel; 1I. 

campus landscape development. 
Academically, the objective of a "small college better than any," 

if not attained at the close of the school's first century, had been 
seriously set in train and firmly established as a permanent goal. 
The ideal of "individualized" instruction was aggressively carried 
forward by the Hoben administration, and the Faculty was in
creased in number from 27 in 1921-22 to 35 in 1932-33. Just 
before the great depression struck a staggering blow at college 
finances, as it did at financial activities in all lines, "the assets of 
the College in 1930 were $2,781,547, and the endowment was 
$1,94 1,060." 

Such is the story in brief review of the first century of the life 
of the College. 

Before the end of the Hoben period a more than ordinary sor
row came to the friends of the institution in the death of President 
Emeritus Herbert Lee Stetson. Dr. Stetson had been semi-active 
in college affairs since his retirement. He had been a familiar 
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figure on the campus and had frequently taken part in chapel 
services. By common consent he was denominated the "Grand Old 
Man of Kalamazoo College," and he was regarded as the friend 
and unofficial counsellor of students and faculty members alike. 
When the new chapel was erected on the highest elevation on 
the campus, its name "Stetson Chapel" was inevitable. Dr. Stetson 
died January 18,1935. 

Dr. Stetson's death, and that of President Hoben a few months 
later, may be regarded as bringing to a close an era in the history 
of the College. Although the passing of these two leaders did not 
fall within the strict chronological limits of the first century of the 
institution's life, they marked the real end of that time period. A 
chapter had closed, a new chapter was about to open. 
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III 

New Beginnings 

WHEN PRESIDENT HOBEN DIED, Vice President Goodsell became 
the putative administrative head of the College, serving during 
the interim period. It was hardly a secret that Dr. Hoben had 
hoped that Professor Goodsell would be named as his successor; 
in fact, the President expressed this hope more than once to his 
friends. The two men had been temperamentally in very close 
accord. They had been on terms of intimate friendship before 
either of them came to Kalamazoo, having met and worked to
gether in France during the first World War, in the Y.M.GA. 
service. 

The first major happening of Professor Goodsell's interim 
regime was the erection of Hoben Hall. This event had implica
tions for the College that were as important as the bricks and 
mortar of which the building was constructed. Many difficulties 
faced the institution; added to money troubles, there was the prob
lem of continuity in the academic program that always attends 
a break in leadership. To say that the whole college family, from 
Board of Trustees to maintenance personnel, was deeply concerned 
about what the coming months would bring forth is an under
statement. 

Suddenly, out of a clear sky, at a meeting of the Board of 
Trustees, on Nov. 8, 1935, Mr. and Mrs. Enos A. DeWaters, 
members of the classes of 1899 and 1900, respectively, announced 
that they had decided to provide their alma mater with a new men's 
dormitory, to replace Williams Hall. As Chief Engineer of the 
Buick Motor Company, in Flint, Mr. DeWaters had had a highly 
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successful career. Deeply interested in his college, he had served 
for years as a member of the Board, and the gift of Mr. and Mrs. 
DeWaters was their tribute to the institution they both loved. 

The announcement of the gift, coming in the somewhat charged 
atmosphere of the moment, was highly dramatic, especially so 
because of its contrast with the quiet, unassuming characters of 
both donors. Claude H. Harmon was in the chair. The members 
were less than enthusiastic over the prospects that confronted the 
College; they faced the necessity of presently adjourning on a 
note of mere colorless routine. 

Suddenly a note was passed to the chair. Written in pencil on 
the back of an envelope in Mr. DeWaters' firm handwriting, 
it read: 

Mr. Harmon: 
If you think it will be of any advantage to announce Mrs. DeWaters' 

and my decision to give a men's dormitory, furnished, if such can be 
done for $15°,000, it will be o.k. with us to announce it. 
11/8/35 E. A. DeWaters 

This rough note, now framed and preserved behind glass, 
changed the atmosphere of the meeting as if an electric charge 
had galvanized the minds of the members. 

The original gift of $150,000 was a considerably larger sum in 
1935 than it would be at present. In actual purchasing power it 
compares favorably with much larger sums for other buildings 
erected a decade later. And in addition to the original donation, 
Mr. and Mrs. DeWaters added other substantial sums later, for 
furnishings and other equipment. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. DeWaters resisted all pressures to have the 
building named after them; they preferred to remain anonymous 
as far as this was possible, and the selflessness of their generosity 
gave it added luster. Mrs. DeWaters, to the day of her death, 
Nov. 23, 1949, was a tireless worker for the College, and Mr. 
DeWaters continued to serve as a member of the Board of Trustees, 
for many years as chairman; in 1941 the College conferred on him 
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the degree of Doctor of Science. Both the donors were scrupulous 
in refusing to assume even the slightest air of privilege or college 
distinction. The spirit of their gift is one of the brightest spots 
in the history of the College; they gave themselves as well as 
their money, illustrating in reverse that "the gift without the 
giver is bare." 

Ground was broken in April, 1936, and the building was ready 
for occupancy early in the next year. Dedicated on January 20, 

1937, it has served some five college generations of Kalamazoo 
men, and it is still today one of the main centers of activity on the 
campus. 

The old vVilliams Hall, which the new domitory replaced, had 
served as a home for men for many years, but it belonged to a 
pioneer educational economy. A barracks-like gray structure, it 
was no longer the kind of home for students that modern young 
men would expect and that they deserved. Moreover, as a fire 
hazard because of its flimsy construction, it was more a liability 
than an asset as campus equipment. Many college generations of 
young men had roomed there and were probably the better for 
having been subjected to rugged Spartan living conditions. Un
derstandably, they remained appropriately sentimental about the 
old college home, but the fact had long been obvious that Williams 
Hall would have to be replaced. Indeed, Hoben Hall was more 
than a new building. The generosity and faith of the two graduates 
who brought it into being at a time that was peculiarly critical 
greatly heightened the morale of the whole college family; the 
effect of the gift cannot be measured in dollars and cents. 

And other things were going on at Kalamazoo College during 
the interim period between the administration of President Hoben 
and that of his successor. Land and buildings, then as now, con
stituted only the body of Kalamazoo College; its soul was some
thing that could not be translated into stone and steel. The spirit 
of life that infused the institution's phYSical "shell" was something 
that was self-replenishing and self-perpetuating. It was not subject 
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to the erosions of time. It had been a living principle in a Greek 
or Latin or mathematics or literature classroom exercise from the 
beginning. It was still that in the thirties, when devoted teachers 
put their hearts and affections into a day's undramatic tasks. Such 
things are, and forever remain, invisible to the physical eye, and 
they seem more or less unreal to public consciousness. But they 
have already long outlived the structures of wood and stone of an 
earlier day, as they doubtless will outlive the structures of the 
thirties, forties, and fifties. 

Many things were going on that did not get the headlines that 
the erection of new buildings inevitably gets; they did not attract 
the attention of sidewalk superintendents of architectural opera
tions. The Faculty in 1935 was engaging in a study of its objectives, 
embodied in a "Statement of Aims and Objectives for Kalamazoo 
College," and the work of maintaining the integrity of the various 
disciplines and improving them was going on without the kind 
of publicity that attracts public attention. 

It was at this time, too, that a step was taken which later proved 
to be one of the forerunners of a policy of integrating the College 
offerings more closely with community interest and services. This 
step taken under the direction of the Political Science Depart
ment proved to be of more than ordinary importance in the light 
of subsequent college history. It was the creation of the Bureau 
of Municipal Research. Organized in 1934, under the guidance 
of the late Dr. Robert F. Cornell, the Bureau provided a valuable 
precedent and object lesson for the institution's excursion into 
the education of young men and women in the techniques of 
government. The fundamental idea was cooperation between the 
College and the community, an idea that has been increasingly 
applied to all the other academic disciplines. 

This idea was stressed in the initial notice of the organization 
of the Bureau, in the September, 1934, Bulletin: 

Actual municipal administration experience with a touch of realism 
which only the atmosphere of the City Hall can give for selected stu
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dents of the Political Science Department of Kalamazoo College, is the 
plan which has just been put in effect by the combined efforts of 
Dr. Robert F. Cornell and City Manager of Kalamazoo, Edward Rutz. 

At that time Kalamazoo was one of only two cities in the United 
States that had such an arrangement in education in government, 
the other one being Cincinnati. The project gave students the 
chance to engage in the practical side of municipal administra
tion and municipal research from their own office in the City Hall, 
under the direct supervision of the city manager. It gave stu
dents of political science and economics the opportunity to learn 
through direct contact with functioning government. 

After the Bureau had been in operation for five years, in 1939, 
Dr. Cornell could report success. A detailed description appeared 
in the December, 1939, Bulletin, from which a few key sentences 
may be quoted: 

The Bureau is a functional arm of the College and of the City jointly; 
of the College through the thorough and effective training and educa
tion of certain social science majors; of the city in its capacity as a fact
finding research organization and a training ground for future public 
servants.... The student is faced with the proposition that a problem, 
which is ordinarily classed as financial, has its political and social phases 
as well as its economic core. Further, this contact with a functioning 
government gives aid in acquiring an appreciation of the environment 
in which public service is performed, of relations which exist between 
government agencies, of the political, legal, and financial foundations 
upon which public affairs are established. 

Legally a part of the city government, the Bureau of Municipal 
Research was established by ordinance as the fact-finding agency 
of the city manager's office. Dr. Cornell was employed by the 
city as Director of Research. 

Seemingly unimportant events often cast long shadows into 
the future; in retrospect they can sometimes be seen to have been 
more significant than the contemporary attention that they attract 
would seem to warrant. The establishment of the Bureau of 
Municipal Research had the appearance at the time of a minor 
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addition to the educational techniques of the College. Through 
the years it has not only proved its worth in itself, it has also served 
as a pattern for other pedagogical devices that were added during 
the years that followed. More significantly, perhaps, it was 
symptomatic of the fact that in the depth of the depression years 
the College was not merely marking time but was pushing on
ward toward new horizons. 



IV 

Science and the Liberal Arts 

IT IS NOT SO EASY to pinpoint chronologically the revolution in 
the study of science as it is to fix a date for such an event as the 
creation of the Bureau of Municipal Research. The assumption is 
probably quite general in the public mind that the reputation of 
Kalamazoo College as a school for the training of scientists be
longs to the fifties. The reason may be that it was in 1952 that 
the Committee on the Education of Scientists of the Connecticut 
Wesleyan University, with a grant from the Carnegie Founda
tion of New York, publicized a comparative study of science edu
cation in American universities and colleges. Under the aegis of 
the University of Chicago Press, the results were published in a 
45o-page volume, The Origins of American Scientists, by H. B. 
Goodrich, professor of biology, and R. H. Knapp, associate profes
sor of psychology, at Wesleyan University. 

The fact may sometimes be overlooked that this study, pub
lished in the fifties, deals with the assessment of students of an 
earlier period. It covered the lo-year period from 1924 to 1934, 
and it included an assessment of the relative achievements of some 
490 colleges and universities based on the record of about 18,000 
graduates. The writers of the book made comprehensive studies 
of 22 selected liberal arts colleges, of which Kalamazoo was one. 

The standing of Kalamazoo College in the training of scientists 
is the most dramatic fact in the story of the Kalamazoo College 
curriculum during the first quarter of the institution's second 
century; it is a fact that deserves the banner headline. While 
there has been progress in every department, in the field of science 
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study there has been a revolution. Alumni of an older day, coming 
back to their alma mater after an absence of a quarter of a century 
or more, would not feel too much like strangers in many of the 
other departments; in most of them the development has been 
along the curve that was already fixed when they left. In the 
school's natural science area alone they would probably feel like 
aliens in a strange land. 

The story of the revolution does not belong exclusively to any 
one of the administrations, but is spread over the whole period. 
For purposes of unity and continuity, perhaps it is appropriate 
to place the record at this point in the narrative, during the interim 
between the administration of President Hoben and that of his 
successor, Dr. Stewart Grant Cole, carrying it forward in time to 
the end of the period under review. 

The revolution began in the middle twenties, nearly a decade 
before the institution's centennial. Up until that time the study 
of natural science had been like the other academic disciplines
honestly thorough without marching ahead of the procession. As 
was true of most of the other liberal arts institutions in the area, 
the natural science studies were likely to be underdeveloped. Al
though the tradition of the classics had been losing its grip since 
early in the century in response to the inevitable time spirit, it 
was still strong enough to dominate the thinking of the curriculum 
makers. 

Academic theorists have sometimes been fond of arguing that 
what may be called the Scientific Revolution began at Kalamazoo 
College in the middle twenties because of the erection then of 
Olds Science Hall-as if its facilities and equipment were the 
cause, not the result. Such theorists speculate further that the 
coming to Kalamazoo College during the twenties of dedicated 
science teachers sparked the powder train that led to the revolu
tion. The two together, so the theory sometimes runs, made Kala
mazoo College a school that in a single generation gave it a 
national reputation for the production of scientists. 
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But great teachers there had been in science long before 
the revolution opened; and in at least two branches of the natural 
sciences great teachers there were after the revolution opened who 
never had the benefit of Olds Science Hall's equipment yet who 
shared in the Scientific Revolution in full measure. Professor L. F. 
Smith came to Kalamazoo College as early as 1911, and his in
spired teaching in chemistry for a decade and a half before the 
middle twenties, when Olds Science Hall gave his department 
an adequate home, suggested that a college is "not land and build
ings." Moreover, the Department of Mathematics and the Biology 
Department, although they remained housed in inadequate quar
ters for a generation after the Scientific Revolution opened, con
tributed so Significantly to its advance that the theory that equip
ment sparked the revolution breaks down. The erection of Olds 
Science Hall was a help, as was the presence on the faculty of 
such teachers as Dr. L. F. Smith, Dr. Allen B. Stowe, Dr. J. W. 
Hornbeck, Dr. T. O. Walton, Dr. William Praeger, and Miss 
Frances Diebold. But all of them were as much a result as a cause. 

The Goodrich-Knapp analysts inquired into the educational 
origins of American scientists and into the circumstances which 
led them to adopt scientific careers. In determining the ranking 
of the colleges, the authors used an index of rate per thousand 
at which graduates of various institutions had continued to the 
doctorate level and ultimately to a listing in American Men of 
Science. 

In the series of case studies, the authors examined the historical 
development of scientific education, and explored methods of 
teaching and the personal qualities of distinguished teachers of 
science. Based on the percentage of graduates taking doctorates, 
Kalamazoo College achieved a par score of second among the na
tion's colleges in the production of scientists, topped only by Reed 
College, in Oregon. In specific fields of science, Kalamazoo Col
lege ranked first in the nation in chemistry, fourth in biology, and 
ninth in physics. 
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Commenting on the tie-up between the College and the local 
community, the report says: 

Kalamazoo College differs somewhat from other colleges in its par
ticular category primarily in its close connection with local industrial 
developments favoring scientific research and also in the superior 
intellectual quality of its students. 
With the chemistry department in the vanguard, all science depart
ments have shown superior effectiveness from the middle twenties 
onward. 
The chemistry department may be properly said to have initiated the 
successful training of scientists at Kalamazoo, for until the middle 
twenties, virtually all the scientists produced from this institution were 
chemists, and it was not until the thirties that the physics and biology 
departments showed sure evidence of superior effectiveness. 
In biology, the department in recent years has achieved a production 
of future scientists approximately three and a half times normal 
expectation for liberal arts colleges. 

Much of the success of the development in the field of science 
was attributed by the authors to the personal qualities of the 
teaching staff. And the summarized findings are given in these 
words: 

No consideration of Kalamazoo would be complete without taking 
note of the strong influence of industrial developments in the region 
on its science departments. These industries not only have provided 
abundant material and financial subsidy but also have offered stimu
lating vocational opportunities to Kalamazoo students. It is probably 
noteworthy that we are dealing here with a community in transition. 
The student body of Kalamazoo has been largely drawn from the 
lower-middle-class, middle western, Protestant culture that appears to 
have been exceptionally productive of scientists. Unlike the other in
stitutions considered in this classification, however, Kalamazoo has 
felt directly the strong impact of industrial influence. We have noted 
elsewhere in this report that industrial regions are not usually produc
tive of scientists. One is tempted by the theory that the success of 
Kalamazoo is partly attributable to its particular historical and cultural 
position, standing in transition midway between a rural Protestant 
culture and the world of modern industry. 
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Although that carries the story no farther than the year 1934, 
later studies came to similar conclusions for the succeeding years. 
For the period from 1936 to 1945, covered by the widely publicized 
Steelman report to the President of the United States in 1947, 
the figures listed Kalamazoo College as fourth in the nation in 
the production of successful Ph.D. candidates per 1,000 students. 
The two reports, therefore, cover a period of about 20 years. On 
the basis of these and some other studies, Fortune Magazine, in 
its October, 1948, issue, published a survey of science studies in 
American universities and colleges. In this report Kalamazoo Col
lege was again listed as one of the four outstanding colleges in 
the nation. 

A still later study, an analysis by Harry F. Lewis in the June, 
1952, issue of the Journal of Higher Education, while not mod
ifying the basic findings of the Steelman or Knapp-Goodrich re
ports, made certain adjustments to compensate for the fact that 
total enrollment figures may not be a fair basis of comparison, 
because for the most part the scientists come from the ranks of 
the men students. Lewis pointed out that relatively few women 
receive advanced degrees in science and therefore co-educational 
institutions are at a disadvantage when compared with men's 
schools. He used the earned science doctorates per hundred male 
students as a criterion for the rating of liberal arts colleges. His 
study again placed Kalamazoo College as being fourth in the 
nation. 

A somewhat earlier local survey, reported in the May, 1947, 
Alumnus, served as a presage of the findings of the various national 
studies, so far as it affected Kalamazoo College. The investigation 
was made at the request of the National Research Council, Office 
of Scientific Personnel, Washington, D.C. In it actual numbers 
were given of Kalamazoo graduates reaching the Ph.D. level, not 
percentages. Since in each case such a figure represents one living 
personality with a name, a record, a date, and the name of the 
institution involved in his post-graduate career, it may be worth 
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while to give a digest of the report here; actual figures are far 
more human than percentages and rates in a production index. 

The 1947 report showed that, since 1915,7° students had gone 
forth from Kalamazoo College earning doctoral degrees in research 
sciences such as chemistry, physics, and biology. This did not in
clude those who had received degrees in such fields as medicine 
and dentistry. 

The group was split into 45 chemists, 15 biologists, and 10 physi
cists. Brown University claimed the lion's share, with 14 Ph.D.'s 
to its credit. The University of Chicago was credited with eight, 
Clark University with six, St. Louis with four. Other institu
tions involved were: Carnegie Tech, Columbia, Duke, George 
Washington, Iowa State, Kansas, Michigan State, Nebraska, 
Northwestern, Pennsylvania State, Princeton, Vanderbilt, and 
Washington. 

No formal study of the production of scientists has been made 
since 1952 either on a local or on a national basis. But unofficial 
statistics show that the trend has remained constant. Of the class 
of 1955, for instance, 41 percent went into graduate work in all 
fields, and that figure is near the norm for graduate work since the 
early fifties. While of course not all of those undertaking graduate 
study do so in the field of science, the number of budding scientists 
is always preponderantly large. The awards of fellowships and 
scholarships are a reasonably accurate index. By this test, judging 
by annual newspaper reports alone, Kalamazoo graduates going 
into advanced science study are numerous. Such awards in other 
departments have also been stepped up somewhat. But in fields 
like history, psychology, philosophy, English, such reports still 
have special news value, for the same reason that it is news when 
a man bites a dog-it is still fairly unusual. 

The implication is not that the other departments have failed 
to keep up with the educational procession. American big busi
ness has taken science to its heart. The products of science can be 
seen and touched and heard and felt, and even smelled (the latter 
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notably in the fields of chemistry and biology). They are thought 
of as immediately "practical." Because of this interest, the number 
of scholarships and fellowships and grants and other monetary 
encouragements in science is appreciably larger than in other 
fields. 

But there is comfort in the thought that in science at least 
Kalamazoo College has been listed by impartial authorities with 
the best in the nation, including the large universities. In its Octo
ber, 1948, issue Fortune Magazine summarized a situation that 
can give a lift to all teachers and administrators and trustees: 

The broadest generalization that may be made is that scientists tend 
to come from the lower income levels. This is borne out in part by 
the fact that the greatest source of Ph.D.'s in science is the smaller 
colleges and universities. Reed College in Portland, Oregon, for in
stance, has the astonishing record of having about one in every 
twenty-six male graduates go on to take Ph.D.'s in physics. Hope 
College in Michigan and Kalamazoo College are similarly productive. 

But in spite of the dominance of science in the Kalamazoo Col
lege curriculum in the middle twenties and later, the College by 
no means cut loose from the moorings of liberal arts to which it 
had been tied during its first century of life; it remained a liberal 
arts college in the truest sense. On June 3, 1935, the Faculty 
adopted a "Statement of Aims and Objectives for Kalamazoo Col
lege." It opened with a declaration about general objectives: 

By conviction, tradition and practice, the life of the College is Chris
tian, and the student is encouraged to seek in the Christian faith 
sources of strength outside his own powers. Holding that learning, 
not an end in itself, should be dedicated to human welfare, it main
tains standards of exact scholarship, fosters an understanding and 
appreciation of literature, science and the arts as elements in a cultural 
life, and seeks to develop in the student sound and broad knowledge as 
a basis for open-mindedness, reasoned judgment, and creative scholar
ship. 

There followed a paragraph about recreation, the safeguarding 
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of health, development of social graces and manners, and another 
about disciplines "in connection with a livelihood." Other para
graphs were concerned with the development of student attitudes 
toward scholarship, with the admission of only those who could 
"profit by a liberal arts course," with a pledge of faculty dedication 
to the institutional aims and objectives-"all to the end that human 
society may be enlightened and thereby ennobled." But for the 
purpose of demonstrating that Kalamazoo College remained funda
mentally a liberal arts institution the paragraph quoted above is 
the heart of the statement. Perhaps it was not even accidental that 
in listing the trinity of "literature, science and the arts," science 
was given second place. 

The science teachers themselves, during the middle thirties, 
as are those of today, were among the most alert defenders of the 
claims of the liberal arts in the curriculum, never mere technicians 
in the field of the natural sciences. 

A typical science teacher at Kalamazoo College was as likely 
to be an eloquent chapel speaker, with the resources of great poetry 
at his command, as any member of the Faculty engaged profes
sionally in the study of the humanities. Examples, among some 
others, were the late Professor L. F. Smith, head of the Depart
ment of Chemistry, and Dr. William E. Praeger, until his retire
ment in 1934 head of the Department of Biology. To hear the 
former recite a whole chapter of Scripture poetry from memory 
(different chapters at different times) was an experience that few 
students or instructors of that day will ever forget. Or to hear 
Dr. Praeger read, as he often did, almost as truly from memory, 
the great thirteenth chapter of I Corinthians at the meeting of 
the Faculty and seniors that in those days preceded the annual 
baccalaureate service was an equally moving experience. Dr. 
Praeger, moreover, wrote a book length manuscript about the birds 
in Shakespeare, illustrating his conclusions with liberal quotations 
from the poetry of the Plays that few in the Department of Litera
ture could have improved upon; he identified more than 700 dis
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tinct passages in which birds are described. It was natural and 
expected that science teachers of that day, in their writings, their 
addresses, and even in casual conversation, would appeal as unself
consciously to poetry and music and the liberal arts in general as 
any other cultivated members of the Faculty. Not all science teach
ers felt at home in literature and the arts; some of the best of them 
had no native aptitude for such things, but the degree of liberal 
arts culture and its expression was quite as high among the science 
teachers as a group as the degree of science culture was among 
the members of the Faculty who worked in the field of the hu
manities. A science teacher might be fanatically enthusiastic over, 
say, a classic French play, or about the music of Bach, or about 
the poetry of the King James Version of the Bible. Another might 
fight passionately for correct diction in student papers and for 
the maintenance of cultural standards in all the faculty-student 
relationships of the school. Few of them ever admitted that science 
studies are less capable of contributing to the liberal arts tradi
tion than studies in any other field. 

It is significant, symbolical perhaps of the concept of science 
as a part of the liberal arts tradition, that almost at the very moment 
in the middle of the twenties (1926) when the Scientific Revolu
tion began locally, the College abolished the degree of B.S. and 
conferred on all its graduates, science majors as well as students in 
other disciplines, the B.A. degree. The character of the science 
study being what it was, there could logically be no distinction be
tween graduates from the various departments. The teachers and 
students were conscious of a whole century of liberal education 
looking down upon them in their classrooms. The mere fact that 
some of the subject matter changed with the times did not alter 
the life that impregnated the educational organism as a whole. In 
the truest possible sense the graduate from a department of science 
was in every respect a Bachelor of Arts. 

Actually the changes in the curriculum were a matter of em
phasis, not a case of science displacing the arts, rather one of im
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pregnating the traditional disciplines with a new vigor derived 
from the life of a new age. Kalamazoo College went on the as
sumption that the liberal arts are not divorced from life, that they 
are as truly an expression of the present age as are the sciences. 
While a class in nuclear fission is obviously what is known as 
"up-to-date," a course in post-war history, or in modern drama, 
or in the meaning of psychoanalysis, or in "mature religion," or in 
existentionalism, is just as truly an expression of the life of our 
day. And the latter are just as real as the former. The assumption 
was maintained at Kalamazoo College that the natural sciences 
and the liberal arts are complementary, that neither alone can 
fully represent life. 

The Kalamazoo College curriculum clung to the conviction that 
many of life's most important goods cannot be measured orweighed 
with any instruments that science has invented, that they can be 
apprehended only through the arts. The arts were not regarded as 
mere romantic pictures that were without a hard core of factual 
information. The scholar and the poet were thought of as one and 
the same person. But the products of his scholarship were not 
regarded as necessarily having their inception in "emotion recol
lected in tranquillity," as was likely to be true of the student of 
the arts in the nineteenth century. Rather, they were held to be 
the fruit of patient, prosaic digging, delving sometimes in what 
Emerson calls "the muck and scum of things," where "something 
always, always sings." Muck and scum may be unpleasant but 
they have the supreme virtue of being rich with life. 

The Kalamazoo College liberal arts curriculum maintained that 
the arts are not impractical because they cannot be translated into 
the coin of the realm immediately, or perhaps ever. Kalamazoo 
produced its quota of writers, and historians, and painters, and 
creators in all the arts. At the very moment at which this story 
of Kalamazoo College has now arrived, Baxter Hathaway, of the 
class of 1935, won the Hopwood Prize in the novel, at the Univer
sity of Michigan. His book, drawing the distinguished prize in 
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1936, was published by the Macmillan Company in 1937, under 
the title, The Stubborn Way. Although it did not become a best 
seller, its literary distinction was recognized by competent critics. 
In general, however, the assumption was that an education in the 
liberal arts would be justified, or rather would be essential, even 
if no such practical results flowed from it. The curriculum clung to 
the theory that intelligent readers of poetry are as necessary as 
the poets themselves, that great writers demand great readers. 

At least that was the attitude during the middle thirties when 
the Faculty centered its attention on the subject of what the 
liberal arts meant to Kalamazoo College, and there is no evidence 
that the picture has changed in a fundamental sense since that 
time. 
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WRITERS OF OLD ENGLISH NOVELS sometimes employed a tech
nique, now obsolete, of describing their characters and back
grounds in a block, before the action of their stories opened. In 
the story of Kalamazoo College the main characters are of course 
the students and their teachers. If the technique of those relatively 
ancient British novelists may be borrowed for this once, what 
were the characters in this story like before the action opened at 
this stage in the institution's history? What was the institutional 
background of the College in those days when the action, the 
drama, of the school's second century of life was beginning? 

The students obviously because of their number can be treated 
only as a body, and although the teachers were relatively fewer 
in number, describing them as persons, not as a group, would also 
be impracticable. The authors of The Origins of American Scien
tists did their share in giving character portrayals of both students 
and teachers-not of science students and teachers only but of 
the entire student and teaching bodies. Nor did they forget to 
sketch in some of the lines of the institutional background, much 
in the manner of those British novelists of an older day. 

Their incidental portraits of the students of the thirties-again 
of the Kalamazoo College student type in general, not of science 
students only-add much to the reader interest of that section of 
the book. Twenty-five years is far too short a period in which even 
student leopards can be expected to change their spots, and what 
the authors of Origins found in the early thirties probably re
mained true to the end of the period under review. Hence the 
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portrait deserves to be included at this point. Their comment: 

The intellectual quality of the Kalamazoo student body appears to be 
significantly superior to that of the average institution in the Middle 
West. The median score of the American Council of Education scho
lastic aptitude tests in 1933 placed Kalamazoo in the upper 10 percent 
of all middle western colleges. Of the colleges listed in the 1932 report 
only Pomona and Antioch west of the Appalachian Mountains had a 
higher median ranking. 

There follows a paragraph about the geographical background 
of the student body, after which a reason is hazarded for the 
quality of the intellectual life of the group through the years: 

The absence of social fraternities, the severity of social discipline, and 
the relatively high scholastic standing of the institution have gen
erally dissuaded students of less assiduous purpose from entering. It is 
estimated that half or more of the Kalamazoo student body have been 
engaged in part-time employment to defray the costs of their college 
careers. We conclude that this body of students has constituted a par
ticularly earnest and highly motivated group, of superior ability, com
paratively lacking in cosmopolitanism and sophistication. (pp. 162-63) 

Whatever the formal record, students are people, and people 
have a disconcerting way of being unpredictable. In the middle 
thirties, even as now, there were examples of young men and 
women who gave every promise of a brilliant record but who never
theless proved that as material they were below the norm ideally 
set for the College. In all fairness it should be added that perhaps 
an equal number who were admitted with fingers crossed balanced 
by their unexpectedly good records the educational budgets from 
year to year and from generation to generation. While complacancy 
is out of place, a sense of reassurance as to the totality of the stu
dent product would seem to be justified. 

A painstaking examination of the student publications, The 
Index and The Boiling Pot, shows rather eloquently that the 
change in student personality has not even been skin-deep since 
that time. Oh, the idiom has become different, the slang has ac
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quired a New Look, but the student heart beats as it has always 
done; his unconscious assumptions have not changed; his jokes 
have the same boy-girl flavor they have always had, and those who 
work them up today are skating as close to the edge of the provoca
tive as such artists have always done. While words and facts may 
be different, students, like all the rest of us, inevitably reveal 
themselves more truly in what lurks between the lines than in 
what the words actually say. It is that fact that makes the student 
publication files fascinating to anyone who is perceptive enough 
to try to read what no printer could put into type, and who, more 
importantly, has a heart young enough to join vicariously in the 
never-dying hopes and ecstasies of the student generations as they 
corne and go. 

Minor changes and modifications have corne of course with the 
years. Today the boy and girl stroll along the campus walks so 
inevitably holding hands that the rite has the look almost of a law 
of nature. A quarter of a century ago they normally displayed 
such wholesome urges of the mating season less obtrusively. In the 
early thirties boys still sported moth-eaten raccoon coats, a garment 
that today's student would not be found dead in; girls wore gowns 
that today's students use as costumes in amateur theatricals. Young 
men, in those days, a few of them, were Radicals-with a capital 
R-and they were proud of having signed anti-war resolutions 
submitted to Congress; today's students marvel at such intellectual 
provincialism, forgetting that they themselves may be expressing 
a similar cry against the monstrous stupidities of "little statesmen 
and philosophers and divines" in other ways and in other tones. 
In the thirties it was popular for a student to march along the 
campus paths prominently displaying the title of what was at the 
moment a daring novel on a disputed social theme (for instance, 
Sinclair Lewis's Elmer Gantry), to provoke the frowns of the 
conservatives. Today the radical book of that time has long since 
been forgotten; its very radicalism has become tame, and the issue 
it raised lies on the rubbish pile of dead social hopes and fears. 
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But today's student-the occasional Radical-carries another book 
on another issue with similar provocative daring, with the same 
obtrusive nonchalance. The title has changed, and the subject, 
and the cover, as has the haircut of the Radical; the student is the 
same. 

The bulk of the students, then as now, came from the typical 
American families characteristic of the population of the Middle 
West. Among them were the young men and women from what 
is called the "college family"-second, third, and even fourth 
generation students. Usually these latter formed a loose organiza
tion by themselves within the student body, at least to the extent 
of being photographed as a group for public relations purposes. 

But while the student body was in very large part made up of 
young men and women from families that were typically native 
American, constituting a somewhat closely knit homogeneous 
group whose attitudes and ideals might be expected in any Amer
ican college community, there was usually a sprinkling of units 
from other ethnic cultures. This was the result of administrative 
deliberation, not of mere accident. As long ago as in the middle of 
the nineteenth century the College had been hospitable toward 
Orientals and representatives of other ethnic groups. K-College 
graduates have played their part in the political and economic 
life of Japan and China, of Europe and other areas, returning to 
their native homes after receiving their academic training here. 
In the thirties this feature of the life of the College had become 
an acknowledged policy. There have often been a few Negro 
students, and it was held to be wholesome for Kalamazoo students 
to rub shoulders with young men and women from other cultures. 

A young man whose grammar school work had been in Paris 
might occupy a seat in class next to a young woman who had been 
trained in the schools of Holland. A German boy whose father 
had been a unit in the "Hitler Jugend" of the thirties might occupy 
a room in the men's dormitory with a young man whose family was 
hostile to the rising Nazi philosophy. Boys from Japan engaged in 
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debate with boys from China, in those days when Japanese troops 
were already shaking the mailed fist in Chinese faces; and both 
sides not only learned to treat the subject without undue passion, 
but later they had a cup of coffee together to the accompaniment 
of Oriental quips and references that went over the heads of their 
American fellows. 

(When, later, war came to America, with the tragic banishment 
of loyal American-born Japanese from their Pacific coast homes, a 
few of those young exiles found an academic asylum at Kalamazoo 
College. More than one made a brilliant record. And they learned 
among other things that American democracy is not a fiction, as 
their tragic experience might have led them to believe; they 
learned it not from classroom lectures or platform homilies, but 
from other students, some of whom left their classes to don the 
uniform of the United States, the very nation that had tom those 
Americans of Japanese descent from their Pacific coast homes. 
The exiles learned to understand, at least some of them by their 
own confession, that the Kalamazoo College students who turned 
soldiers were fighting for them as well as for America in general.) 

Kalamazoo has alumni who came to it from many countries out
side the boundaries of the United States: Argentina, Australia, 
Austria, British West Indies, Canada (Alberta, British Columbia, 
Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec, Saskatchewan), China, Colombia, 
Egypt, France, Germany, Greece, India, Japan, The Netherlands, 
Scotland, Sweden, Turkey, Uruguay, Venezuela, Africa. 

In the middle thirties even as now, students were people. They 
were, and remained, the strongest force in carrying on the tradi
tions of the College, because they represented the background of 
the life out of which they came. In a very real sense at that time, 
as they are today, they were the College, in a sense in which no 
other single group can hope to assume that role. 

No more than the students have the instructors changed ap
preciably during the period under review. There was a normal 
turnover of personnel, because of deaths, retirement, and resigna
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tion. As a unit-the only way in which so fluid a group can be 
treated-the Faculty of 1958 is very much like that of the period 
of the thirties. The level of technical scholarship has been rising. 
In the thirties the teacher with a Ph.D. was still the exception, 
about a sixth of the total; in 1958 the instructor below the doctoral 
rank has become the exception. But as human beings, rather than 
as scholars, the teachers of the thirties were very much like the 
staff members of the fifties. 

What, then, were they like at this time? 
They were first of all human. In trying simply to be themselves 

and to act their age, with a reasonable degree of flexibility, the 
K-College teachers achieved a camaraderie with the students that 
made unnecessary the frozen smile, the factitious laugh, any pre
tense that consorts ill with the true companionship of genuine 
human beings, young or older. There was the time when a stu
dent won warm commendation from his teacher because of a 
mock-serious satire that constituted a plea for liberalism, under 
the title, "A Society for the Prevention of Tail Wagging on the 
Part of Dogs." Such a thing was regarded by the typical professor 
as truly serious. Students and teachers could be human together, 
and their humanness was the most important thing about both. 
For many years the Faculty volleyball contests with students were 
other evidences of humanness. And there were times-at student
faculty parties, for instance-when the teachers let their hair 
down by mutual agreement that play-acting is wholesome now and 
then for people of any age. On such occasions the faculty members 
might subject the student body or individual organizations to the 
satire of burlesque; and the students, on their part, felt free to 
imitate the inevitable mannerisms, the pet phrases, the alleged 
faculty humor, without fear of stepping on toes or being misunder
stood. Next day in class the teacher-victim might laugh about the 
episode and perhaps use it to illustrate a point in philosophy, or 
physics, or history, or biology. Teaching is an art, and art can be 
achieved only by people who are truly.human. 
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Inevitably the members of the Faculty had their pet jokes, their 
autobiographical anecdotes; anything else is inconceivable in any 
faculty made up of real men and women. And just as inevitably 
the students qUickly learned to identify them, so that the gleams 
in the eyes of a class sometimes warned a teacher that the stu
dents knew that a familiar jest was coming up. Recalling their 
own college days, the faculty members-at least those who had 
remained reasonably young in heart-understood that their idio
syncrasies were bandied about in the student societies and in the 
college halls. And occasionally, by accident, they tasted the flavor 
of eavesdropping on such revelations. Not the least of the joys of 
teaching is such an encounter that is not on the agenda of educa
tion. 

There was the teacher who collected sayings of his young chil
dren and made them to serve the cause of education. Then there 
was the man who wielded chalk so furiously in his enthusiasm that 
the air of his classroom resembled a miniature snowstorm; while 
another teacher in the same department never found it necessary 
to pick up a piece of chalk from year's end to year's end. 

Or there was the man approaching retirement, but young in 
spirit, who required candy bars from students who were late to 
class. Once when he himself was late the class clamored for candy 
bars from him, to which demand he responded by giving a dinner 
party for the class. While his students responded hilariously, they 
understood that he was not an advocate of the pal theory; they 
did not dream of calling him by his first name. They admired him 
and might be noisy in their admiration; the candy bar convention 
never lost its appeal in their student publication comments, but 
the students understood with the good sense of youth-Holly
wood to the contrary notwithstanding-that this particular teacher 
was not a clown, that comedy is at its best when it is only a flavor, 
that in young men and women who are genuinely human the 
shout of hilarity is followed by a deeper note of concentration 
and respect. 
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An instructor might inveigh against or ridicule the pet supersti
tions of the wise and the simple of other ages, and then at a student
faculty party insist on "sitting east-and-west" at the bridge table 
because "sitting north-and-south" always drove his luck away! 

Oh, all the idiosyncrasies and mannerisms and pet sayings were 
neatly catalogued in the student mind, and the instructors knew 
that this was so. Most of the teachers took for granted that any
one who lacked a reasonable capacity for laughing at himself did 
not belong among them. Newcomers who sifted in constantly, 
learned this wholesome fact without being told by anyone; all 
they needed to do was breathe the air the Faculty lived in to be
come conscious of the group pulse of the Faculty. 

There was the instructor also who made it a practice to post on 
his bulletin board in the hall, along with class assignments and 
notices of coming tests, the cream of cartoon jokes about students 
and professors that he gleaned from the current magazines. In 
time he acquired a readership among both students and faculty 
members that might have satisfied the heart of an author. 

The teachers were human also among themselves when there 
were no students present. Especially so at the great institution of 
the Faculty Meeting-the capitals are indispensable. There was 
the time, for instance, when they engaged seriously, even pas
sionately, in the great debate that came to be known as the "battle 
of caps on or caps off." It was not unlike the war in Gulliver's 
Travels over the issue of which end of the breakfast egg should 
be cut off, in which the opposing armies were named "Big Enders" 
and "Little Enders." One teacher faction argued that the academic 
regalia was the professor's uniform, and did you ever hear of a 
soldier removing his cap during a military exercise? The academic 
cap should remain atop the instructor's head during academic exer
cises, all the more so because the women instructors did not re
move their caps at any time, and keeping all caps on was in the 
interest of uniformity as well as of true academic etiquette. But 
other teachers disagreed. The battle was protracted. At one meet
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ing one set of rules and regulations was adopted, at another, June 7, 
1941, a vote was taken to reconsider. There were motions, amend
ments, parliamentary maneuverings. Finally, under four precise 
heads, regulations were spelled out as to when the men should 
put on and take off their academic caps. (As for the women, they 
were instructed to keep 'em on "throughout the ceremony," to 
quote the faculty minutes-as if they wouldn't do that anyway, 
without instructions!) In that great debate the professors stood at 
Armageddon and they battled, if not for the Lord, at least for 
correct academic costuming. 

It was a contest royal while it lasted, but later the instructors' 
sense of humor told the teachers that it had been worth while if 
for no other reason than that it was funny. There is something 
about faculty meetings-doubtless about all faculty meetings in 
all schools-that incubates such bloody academic battles to the 
death. That is, to the death until the motion to adjourn has been 
passed, when the warriors leave the field of battle and walk down 
the campus paths in happy accord-"all passion spent." 

The human side of the teachers expressed itself even in their 
attitude toward scholarship, an attitude that did not take research 
with too inhuman a solemnity. Perhaps it is unfair to suggest 
that research is less human than the impact made by teachers on 
the students in the classroom. But the latter at least deals directly 
with human beings, and in the main the Kalamazoo faculty mem
bers were devoted to that side of the teaching profession. Some 
books there have been by faculty members during the period and 
a fair number of articles in learned publications. But such research 
was engaged in usually as a matter of personal interest and to keep 
abreast of the developments in the various disciplines. There was 
little research engaged in for its own sake, to prove to the world 
that the teacher was a "scholar," and incidentally to achieve aca
demic promotion. Most members of the staff seemed to feel that 
the true business of the teacher was to teach, that everything else, 
in the nature of publishing books and articles, was an overplusage, 
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something that was justified mainly in that it might enrich the 
mental life of the teacher and serve to make the subject more at
tractive to the student. 

This thumbnail sketch of the Kalamazoo College Faculty of 
the thirties is perhaps too much a subjective portrait to meet the 
demands of sober history. The details-names, ranks, periods of 
service-could find a legitimate place only in a statistical appendix. 
But this record does not aspire to be a sober history. It aims to tell 
the story of Kalamazoo College during the brief period of a quarter 
of a century of time, and since the Faculty is of necessity one of 
the characters in the scenario, it would seem to be necessary to give 
a portrayal of that body as a group at a point in time before the 
dramatic action of the story begins. 

No one living on terms of familiarity with the group for any 
length of time would claim that the Faculty of the thirties was 
greatly superior to the educational norm of the American college 
world or of the Faculty today. Very good teachers there were among 
them, some of them in all honesty great teachers. And it can be as
serted without undue immodesty that the ideal of academic distinc
tion was never relinquished by either the staff itself or by the 
administration and the student body. Comparison with other in
stitutions of higher learning would be invidious and futile. In 
a profession in which personality plays so dominant a role, com
parisons often lose meaning. It is as impossible to measure the 
human nature of a true teacher as it is to catch the wind in a net. 
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WHAT ABOUT THE SETTING in which those students and teachers 
of the early part of the school's second century played their roles? 
Still clinging to the technique of the afore-mentioned old English 
novelists, what was the background like against which the institu
tional action of the main characters was projected? 

Kalamazoo College at that time was not alone in its troubles, 
financial and otherwise. The sister institution across the New 
York Central right-of-way, now Western Michigan University, 
faced such great difficulties during the darkest years of the de
pression that there was agitation at Lansing to close it, as a means 
of taking some of the pressure off the Michigan taxpayers. The 
Western Michigan College of Education was not the educational 
Goliath compared with the Kalamazoo College David that it has 
since become, but it was growing rapidly. The administration of 
President Dwight Waldo was drawing to a close after more than 
a quarter of a century of marked success. The college had grown 
from scratch to a position of leadership in the education of the 
state, and Kalamazoo as a community had come to take intense 
pride in the institution. Closing it as a tax economy move seemed 
a great pity and a waste, to most people locally. (Incidentally, the 
proposal was probably more a matter of politics than of completely 
serious intent.) 

In the middle thirties, when there was not yet quite the same 
disparity in size between the two institutions that has since grown 
up, there was sometimes confusion in the public mind as to the 
identity of each. Since the time when Western has attained the 
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status of a university, and for a good many years before that, 
there has been no danger of mistaking one institution for the other 
on the part of the general public throughout the state. But in the 
late twenties and early thirties such confusion was one of the 
motivations for a suggestion to change the name of Kalamazoo 
College to "Roger Williams College." By the middle thirties-the 
point at which the present story has now arrived-the proposal 
had been definitely discarded; it persisted only, if it persisted at 
all, as a subject of semi-idle discussion. 

Confusion of identities had not been the only, or perhaps even 
the chief, reason for the change-of-name suggestion. "Roger 
Williams College" was thought of by some as more clearly ex
pressing the liberality of spirit that had long characterized Kala
mazoo College. The Roger Williams spirit had been thought of 
as being implicit in the unconscious mores of the College, and 
some advocates of the change of name had held that it was in
creasingly becoming the school's ideal for the future. 

In any event, in the early thirties President Hoben had sent 
a letter to many alumni and friends of the College asking them 
for their opinion on this subject. But the project did not get be
yond the suggestion stage, not because those who were devoted 
to the Fellowship in Learning concept were out of sympathy with 
the ideal, but because they loved the old name with a passionate 
intensity that could not bear its disappearance from the earth. A 
name, it is well known, in time almost becomes a personality; it 
has a life of its own, and discarding it has for many people the 
force almost of institutional murder. In any event, the suggestion 
was never seriously considered, although it was given considerable 
publicity. 

One argument advanced for a change in name was based on the 
alleged comedy flavor that the general American public was said 
to taste in the word "Kalamazoo." When the village of Bronson 
became the town that bore the present city's name, in the early 
thirties of the nineteenth century, that community re-christening 
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produced endless displays of journalistic and literary facetiousness. 
The Indian word is supposed to refer to the turbulence of the 
river at whose bend the community was established. Actually, 
the word is mellifluous, as Indian names frequently are. It would 
seem necessary only to compare it with "Bronson" to establish its 
clear superiority as a community name. Walt Whitman, who in 
general loved Indian place-names for American geography, ex
claimed in his verse over the beauty of its sound, and Carl Sand
burg and Edgar Lee Masters and other poets also embalmed the 
city's lovely name in their poetry. 

But that the name sounded weirdly strange to some outsiders 
has often been authenticated. A trivial incident vouched for by 
what journalists might call a "reliable college authority" is re
vealing. A young man from Puerto Rico, Vincent Agosto, who 
received his B.A. from Kalamazoo in 1933, was asked, upon his 
first arrival on the campus, what caused him to select Kalamazoo 
College as his school. The son of a sugar planter, he had no per
sonal or family or institutional relations with any place on the 
American mainland. His eyes twinkling with humor, he revealed 
what he himself called the "lowdown" on his reasons: 

"You see, when I got ready to go to college, I sent for a raft of 
catalogues; my family had decided that a small college would be 
best. But after carefully studying the claims of a large number of 
such schools, I couldn't make up my mind. So I finally picked the 
school with what looked to me like the funniest name!" But he 
added quickly, still with a gleam in his intelligently honest eyes, 
"It doesn't seem at all funny to me any more; I wouldn't have 
missed coming here for anything." 

In the middle thirties, when it was still possible for the general 
public sometimes to confuse the two colleges within the city limits, 
Kalamazoo College was not too greatly preoccupied with its own 
troubles to be incapable of sympathizing with the sister institu
tion. Kalamazoo College faculty members and administrators, 
many of them, were zealous in defense of the other institution. 
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Among others, Vice President Goodsell made a strong public 
statement against the discontinuance of the educational program 
on the other hill. 

Normally the two institutions were in no sense rivals. One of 
the more pleasant facts connected with higher education in Kala
mazoo has been the absence of such a spirit. Students, of course, 
as students will, have sometimes engaged in acts of competitive 
violence before or after a crucial game at either institution. Given 
the juxtaposition of the two schools, with only the New York 
Central railroad tracks between the two campuses, those young 
people would have been less than human if they had not broken 
out occasionally in displays of rivalry. But such episodes have been 
extremely rare in the course of the years. Normally even the stu
dent bodies have regarded each other as friends. 

In general the Kalamazoo College students of that time had 
no feeling of inferiority toward the students at Western because 
the latter institution was beginning to dwarf their own campus 
in enrollment and college equipment. Nor is there any evidence 
that the students at Western regarded the students on the neigh
boring smaller campus patronizingly. The members of both groups, 
then and later, understood for the most part that each school had 
its legitimate place in its community and in the world of higher 
education. The students at each institution naturally loved their 
own school best, and they may on occasion even have boasted of 
its superiority, but such comparisons were seldom invidious; they 
were merely the inevitable manifestation of wholesomely com
petitive human nature. 

On the administration and faculty levels even such displays 
of rivalry were wanting, then and during the years that followed. 
The smaller institution saw the larger one forging ahead. From 
the windows of Bowen Hall itself faculty members and adminis
trators could observe the erection of building after building on the 
other campus, the costs running into millions. But along with 
other citizens of Michigan they normally experienced a feeling 
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of satisfaction that the sister institution was a vigorously growing 
concern, and of course with all others they were cheerfully helping 
to pay the bill, at least as cheerfully as any taxpayers ever respond 
to the demands of the state's revenue department. Higher educa
tion so obviously called for state institutions that could operate 
on funds as generous as the people of the state could be persuaded 
to provide that the educators who conducted a parallel institution 
on another campus would have been guilty of small-mindedness 
if they had indulged in feelings of envy or jealousy. 

At least at Kalamazoo College during the phenomenal growth 
on the campus at Western, the general attitude was then, and 
remains today, that all educational roads lead to the same goal of 
an informed citizenry of the republic. The educators on both 
campuses always understood that each institution had its own work 
to do, its own role to play; and that each could do it best in its own 
way. 

(At the commencement exercises in 1957, Kalamazoo College 
honored Dr. Paul V. Sangren, President of Western Michigan 
University, with the award of the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Laws. The citation read, in part, "He has served our sister institu
tion in this city for more than thirty active and productive years, 
and for twenty of them has been its president. With great wisdom 
and vision, and with a fine sense of timing, he has led it alike 
through the troubled years of deep depression and the hurried 
years of growth and expansion.") 

Such was the cooperative spirit that existed on the sister cam
puses during the thirties, and it has persisted during the years 
that followed. Each institution has grown after the manner of its 
own inward nature-not mechanically, but organically, as all 
things grow that have life and health and the will to survive. 
There never was the slightest fear on the Kalamazoo College cam
pus that its more limited physical educational equipment would 
be submerged by the larger institutional project. The College 
was conscious of its own roots imbedded deep in more than a 
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century of the living humus of the devoted generations that had 
contributed to its growth. It had the feeling in the very structure 
of its being that it could not help bringing forth the fruit it had 
been planted long ago to produce. That fruit was such, the college 
personnel understood, that no other institution, no matter how 
large or rich or powerful, could produce it. There was behind the 
College, in many states and even in other nations, a devoted 
constituency that believed in the school's unique capacity for 
furnishing a specialized training that no other institution could 
hope to give. Not at all in a spirit of complacency or smugness, 
but in a firm faith in the deeply personal nature of true education, 
the members of the college family held fast to their own project 
and have continued firm in their own educational faith. 

On the purely personal level this spirit was displayed clearly on 
both campuses in the day-by-day intercourse of campus personnel. 
Intimate friendships existed between faculty and staff members 
of the two institutions. Western freely employed graduates of 
Kalamazoo College when they seemed to have personal and 
scholastic qualifications demanded in specific positions. Former 
faculty members of one school sometimes joined the staff of the 
other institution. The teachers and administrative personnel of the 
two colleges were ready to cooperate in projects of various' kinds, 
educational or community or social. Speakers from each institution 
appeared on the platforms of the other. 

Attitudes are often more important than events. The story of 
the personal and institutional relationship between the two col
leges within the Kalamazoo city limits may seem unimportant. 
In the same way the abortive plan to change the name of the Col
lege may appear to some to be still more trival, and hence unworthy 
of notice in a chronological record. But both constitute a part of 
the story of Kalamazoo College because they reHect many campus 
attitudes that mark the difference between the quick and the dead 
in institutional history. 
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The Cole Administration 

ON AUGUST I, 1936, Dr. Stewart Grant Cole assumed office as 
the ninth President of Kalamazoo College. The interim period 
between administrations had lasted 15 months. During that time 
the Board of Trustees had carefully canvassed the field to find 
a successor to President Hoben, while Vice President Goodsell, 
serving as administrative head of the institution, represented the 
College before the public. 

Dr. Cole was a member of the faculty of Crozer Theological 
Seminary, Chester, Pa. A Canadian by birth, he had received 
academic training and experience in both Canada and the States. 
Forty-four years old, in the full vigor of physical and intellectual 
strength, he appeared to be an excellent choice for the position. 
Hopes were high for an administration that would carry the Col
lege forward to a new position of power in American education. 

Born in Brockville, Ont., Dr. Cole became a citizen of the 
United States in 1929, following a residence of I I years in this 
country. He began his professional life as a teacher in one-room 
schoolhouses on Canadian prairies, having "gone west" for his 
health. Returning east, he entered McMaster University in 
Toronto and won the degrees of B.A. and B.Th. Later he earned 
the degrees of M.A., B.D., and Ph.D. at the University of Chicago. 
After serving as a Baptist minister for two years, he became in
structor of religious education at Carleton College, Northfield, 
Minn., and later served as professor of religious education at the 
Baptist Institute, Philadelphia. In 1924 he assumed the post of 
professor of psychology and philosophy of religion at Crozer Theo



The Cole Administration 

logical Seminary, which position he held for 12 years, until he 
was elected to the Kalamazoo College presidency. 

The new President shared in the Board's hope and expectation 
of a new era of growth for the College after the bleak years of 
depression. A hard worker who loved teaching, he immediately 
assigned himself a classroom course in addition to his adminis
trative and executive burdens. Moreover, he initiated a series of 
staff seminars to weld the Faculty into a more closely integrated 
teaching unit. 

His prestige was heightened in the College and the community 
by his reputation as an author in the field of education. He had 
brought with him to Kalamazoo the galley proofs of a new book, 
soon to be released, Character and Christian Education; it was 
published in the fall, 1936, by the Cokesbury Press, of Nashville, 
Tenn. All in all, it was felt during the first year of his presidency 
that the Board of Trustees had chosen wisely in selecting Dr. 
Cole for the position. 

Turning some of the regular faculty meetings into seminars, Dr. 
Cole gave to the teachers' assembly chamber the appearance of 
a classroom, in which the staff members were the "students." With 
the use of a portable blackboard, he illustrated his pedagogical 
ideas and objectives much in the manner in which a teacher might 
present a course to his class. The new administrator had been a 
successful teacher at Crozer, and the faculty members entered with 
zest upon the novel experiment. In time there emerged out of the 
project something like a unified conception of what the imme
diate years ahead might hold in store for a cooperative educational 
effort. Not merely through accepting the ideas of the "teacher" 
but through give-and-take discussions, the faculty members had 
an opportunity to become acquainted with the total scholastic 
picture as distinguished from each one's separate discipline, and 
the President learned what the years had developed in the aca
demic pictures of the various departments. Spread over several 
months, the seminars were a wholesome educational experiment. 

53 



THE 

KALAMAZOO COLLEGE 

nunl 
Soon after President Cole assumed office the first major staff 

change came with the retirement of Dr. H. H. Severn, Dean of 
the College. Dr. Severn had joined the staff as long ago as 1916. 
His subjects had been Biblical Literature, Greek, Latin, and 
German, and as Dean of the College he had made a secure place 
for himself in the affections of the students and fellow faculty 
members. A product of Denison University, the University of 
Chicago, and the University of Berlin, he had served on the 
faculty of Central College (Iowa), as a Fellow at the University 
of Chicago, and on the staff of Hillsdale College. His connection 
with Kalamazoo College had been so long and intimate that his 
retirement seemed to the college public, and to the town public 
as well, like the break in a relationship that was peculiarly intimate, 
the dropping out of a member of a family. But he wanted rest, and 
he chose his time for retirement when the new administration 
was coming in, thus leaving the new President free to select the 
members of his own administrative staff. 

The new Dean of the College was Dr. Sherwood Gates, who 
was also named Professor of Education. He had won his doctoral 
degree from Yale and he had served on the instructional staff of 
Southern Baptist University, Yale Graduate School, and Hendrix 
College. As Dean of Women Dr. Genevieve Chase was named; 
she served also as Professor of Psychology. Her doctoral degree 
was from the University of Iowa, and she had served on the staff 
of Western Illinois State Teachers College. When the adminis
tration opened, the Dean of Men was Professor Willis F. Dunbar, 
a Kalamazoo alumnus who had joined the Department of History 
in 1928. He was on a sabbatic leave during the 1937-38 college 
year, working for his doctor's degree at the University of Michigan, 
and hence he was absent from the campus during much of the 
Cole administration. 

No new buildings were erected during the Cole regime; not 
many developments of that kind could be expected in so brief 
a period. But optimistic plans for an ambitious building program 
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were not wanting. According to the Kalamazoo Gazette of June 13, 
1937, the Board of Trustees, at a meeting the day before, adopted 
a $2,100,000 building expansion and endowment program. Speak
ing for the Board, President Cole announced to the public that the 
program contemplated a "$600,000 expansion in building facilities 
on the campus, and provisions for permanent endowment funds 
amounting to $1,5°0,000." 

"The program looks forward to the construction of an addi
tional residence for women," said the Gazette reporter, "a fine arts 
building, a student and faculty commons, an athletic field with 
suitable improvements." Through the permanent endowment 
funds it was planned, according to the same source, to establish 
an "endowment per student that will be abreast with the best 
colleges in America." (The quoted part of the statement was in 
the words of President Cole.) The program adopted by the Board 
called for the raising of $660,000 "in the next twelve months, and 
the balance of $1,44°,000 within the next few years." 

In 1937, after the new administration had been in office for a 
year, those plans, that in the retrospect of years may seem some
what grandiose today, evidently appeared more realistic to the 
College and to the general public than they did later. The boom 
period was returning to the American economy and some insti
tutions were getting back on the economic rails. The paper plans 
made by the Board of Trustees clearly contemplated the opening 
of a new economic era for the College. 

There was little doubt as to the needs of the College. "At the 
present time," President Cole said in the same statement, "the 
girls' dormitory is filled to capacity, the college dining hall is taxed 
to capacity, and the Hoben Hall residence for men opened this 
year has already been filled 80 percent of capacity." But somewhat 
ominously reRecting the basic uncertainties of the times, the public 
was told that "there has been no decision made as to when the 
building program would be instituted after the funds are raised," 
though the "rebuilding operations would become necessary soon 
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after the student body became larger to any extent whatever." 
So much for plans. Fascinating is the thought of what might 

have been if forces had not come into play that were wholly di
vorced from college economics. What happened not many months 
after the second year of the new administration had opened, long 
before the ambitious plans of financing, building, and reconstruc
tion could so much as be begun, was remembered later as the 
history of the regime. The plans largely remained plans, some of 
which were incorporated later in the projects of a newer day. 

Human temperament on more than one level entered the equa
tion. From one point of view the trouble may be interpreted as 
stemming from qualities and traits desirable in themselves. One 
of Dr. Cole's most frequent pronouncements was: "The north 
wind made the Vikings." Holding with perhaps too rigid an in
sistency to the conviction that facing up to opposition generates 
strength, he may have been deficient in the virtue of mental and 
social flexibility required in the administration of a modern college. 

This is not the place to go into minute detail about "old, un
happy, far-off things, and battles long ago." Only results count, 
as well as the events that presently erupted into public notice. 

Coming out of what at the time seemed to the Faculty and the 
community as a clear sky, President Cole demanded the resigna
tion of Dr. Carey K. Ganong, head of the Economics Department. 
Curiously, like President Cole, Dr. Ganong was a native of eastern 
Canada, the son of a rural Baptist minister. After serving in World 
War I as a member of Canadian artillery and being wounded at 
Vimy Ridge, he served in Canada as a telegrapher, received his 
RA. from Arcadia University in 1922, took an active part in pro
vincial and federal politics as a campaign organizer and speaker, 
received his M.A. from the University of Toronto and his Ph.D. 
in economics from the University of Wisconsin. He joined the 
Kalamazoo faculty in 1934. 

The reasons advanced by President Cole for Dr. Ganong's dis
missal were given as: (I) Administration disapproval of teaching 
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methods followed by Dr. Ganong; (2) The Canadian citizenship 
of Dr. Ganong, which the administration found at times to have 
caused it embarrassment. 

It would be futile and useless to try at this late date for an 
assessment of motivations and reasons on both sides of the colle
giate upheaval. Enough to note that Dr. Ganong had a strong 
popular following in the student body. Not only did he demand a 
hearing, at a stormy faculty meeting; that same evening he ad
dressed a noisy meeting of spontaneously assembled students, 
acquainting them with his interpretation of the controversy. 

The result might have been predicted-a student strike, a tech
nique that had not been known at Kalamazoo College since 1863, 
when a somewhat similar action had served as a student protest 
against the resignation of President and Mrs. J. A. B. Stone. Al
though it was dramatic, the strike was on the whole marked by 
good feeling and even tolerance on the part of the strikers that did 
credit to their seriousness and even to their sense of humor. Those 
who were close to the situation could not help feeling that at least 
part of the eruption was an expression of a very human desire for 
a lark on a grand scale. 

The striking students-they did not include nearly the whole 
of the student body-formed a midnight torchlight procession that 
wound its way across the campus, to the accompaniment of song 
and jest, to the President's home. The family had long since re
tired, and the students presently marched back the way they had 
come, and dispersed. 

But the next morning such faculty members as arrived early 
for their eight o'clock classes, found a stout chain stretched across 
the entrance of Bowen Hall. A few young men, officially dele
gated by the strikers to guard the entrance, informed the teachers 
that they would have to respect this version of a picket line. There 
was no display of bitterness, however; with quip and banter, famil
iar to all instructors who understand student human nature, the 
boys carried out the mandates of the parent striking body. Those 
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instructors who wished to go to their offices to work were led to 
the basement ramp over which they could enter the building un
officially. This concession was entirely safe, from the point of view 
of the strikers, because there would of course be no classes to teach 
that day or the next. 

There would be little point in following the complicated negoti
ations that grew out of the explosion. Although the student paper, 
The Index, used as a banner head the one word "WAR," an armi
stice was so quickly agreed upon that the scholastic work of the 
semester did not suffer. Classes were resumed and students re
turned to their usual duties, with the understanding that their 
grievances would be given serious consideration by the school's 
governing body. 

To make a relatively short story still shorter, President Cole, 
after a month or two, offered his resignation and it was accepted 
by the Board of Trustees. So did Dr. Sherwood Gates, Dean of 
the College, and Dr. Genevieve Chase, Dean of Women. Dr. 
Ganong, whose clash with the administration had first sparked 
the explosion, failed of reappointment the following year. 

The new regime entered upon with high hopes had lasted two 
years. Before commencement came in June, 1938, the College 
faced the same problem with which it had been confronted in 
1936-to find a leader who would carry on in the spirit of true 
progress that was implicit in the institution's past and in its 
auguries for the future. 
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VIII 

Beginning oj the Thompson Regime 

By CONTRAST, the administration of President Paul Lamont 
Thompson lasted ten years, from 1938 to 1948. Before coming to 
Kalamazoo, Dr. Thompson had won some recognition as a "busi
ness administrator." The members of the Board of Trustees, many 
of them businessmen, took their responsibility seriously of piloting 
the College over the financial shoals that increasingly threatened 
it in spite of the fact that boom times were returning to the Amer
ican economy. They understood that a college president cannot 
be chosen the way a general manager is selected by a board of 
directors of a business concern, but they also felt that a modern 
college president must in some degree be a businessman as well 
as an educator, that the day had passed when such an official could 
live in an ivory tower. 

A native of Boone County, Indiana, where he was born 
September 26, 1889, Dr. Thompson studied at Emmanuel Mis
sionary College, the University of Colorado, and the University of 
Nebraska. This was followed by post-graduate work at the Colgate
Rochester Divinity School, from which institution he received the 
degree of B.D. in 1933. Before that, however, he had served as 
principal of Southwestern Junior College, Lincoln, Nebraska. In 
1933 he undertook to rehabilitate Shurtleff College, Alton, Ill., 
the oldest Baptist institution of collegiate rank west of the Alle
ghenies. In 1938 he assumed his post as President of Kalamazoo 
College. 

President Thompson had inherited the fund raising plans de
veloped in the previous administration. But the best-laid schemes 
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of colleges, as well as of mice and men, may go wrong. Or rather, 
"wrong" is not the word in this instance. For while the particular 
program envisaged in the 1937 Board of Trustees plans was not 
carried out on the meticulous schedule that the paper plans called 
for, it got its general objective incorporated in the fiscal thinking 
not only of the Board but of the alumni and of the community. 
Subsequent money raising programs represented an amalgam of 
this specific plan and the later thinking about the financial needs 
of the College. 

On December 2, 1940, speaking for the Board of Trustees, 
President Thompson announced the first "Kalamazoo College Im
provement Fund Campaign." The January, 1941, Kalumni News 
announced that its purpose was "to care for current operating ex
penses, minor improvements on the campus, and to offset the 
decline in earnings from pre-depression endowments. The state
ment further announced that "the first step will be an immediate 
move to raise $50,000 by June 30, 1941." 

But it was not to be a mere attempt to avoid an annual deficit. 
Quoting from the plan: "This will be the first step in a major 
program to be carried out through the next four or five years look
ing toward building up an endowment providing financial back
ing equal to $10,000 per student for plant and equipment on the 
campus, and equal to $4,000 per student enrolled." President 
Thompson was quoted as saying that the funds were not designed 
for "physical expansion" but for "continued improvement in facili
ties of learning for the present-sized student body." And the Board 
of Trustees emphasized the idea that the fund was to be raised 
"for progress, not for debts," adding, "Kalamazoo College has no 
accumulated deficit and no external indebtedness." 

Such was the beginning of the Improvement Fund campaigns 
that have become a regular feature of College financing. The Im
provement Fund became the Annual Fund, so recognized and so 
named, about ten years later. It came to be regarded by Dr. Harold 
T. Smith, former Vice President and business manager, as the 
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"most important financing done in the quarter of a century under 
review" and as "already worth at least two and a half to three mil
lion of endowment." 

The first goal of $50,000 was reached on schedule, even though 
wartime conditions presented an unfavorable background. In suc
ceeding years the total amount sought was increased. During the 
entire war period the going was naturally rough. But soon after 
the guns fell silent in Europe and Japan the College authorities 
began to plan for the post-war period. On April I, 1946, President 
Thompson entertained 150 Kalamazoo citizens in the name of the 
College to "restate the fundamental philosophy and aims of Kal
amazoo College as it moves into the difficult post-war years," to 
quote the Alumnus. The response was enthusiastic, and the foun
dations were laid at that and subsequent meetings for some phases 
of college financing that proved fruitful in the succeeding years. 

Also, beginning in the thirties, there were a number of investi
gations by the Faculty and the Board of Trustees in the matter of 
teacher retirement benefits. Those gropings led to various plans 
that proved temporary. In the end they resulted in the adoption 
of membership of the College in the Teachers Insurance and 
Annuity Association of America. 

By contrast with the absence of building operations on the cam
pus during the previous administration, the Thompson regime 
soon began the erection of new structures. The first item in the 
building plans announced by the Board of Trustees in 1937, mid
way in the Cole administration, had been "the construction of 
an additional residence for women." In the summer of 1939 this 
project was begun with the erection of a new wing to house 40 
more women. It was constructed on the southwest wing of T row
bridge House. The building was far enough advanced when the 
1939-40 school year opened so that eleven rooms were ready for 
occupancy. Over the door the motto was carved that in time be
came familiar to successive generations of Kalamazoo students: 
"The End of Learning is Gracious Living." 
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During that same summer work was begun on Welles Hall, 
the new dining hall and student union. Before the erection of 
that building the student dining room had been located in the 
basement of Trowbridge House. The new building was named 
after Frank R. Welles, of Paris, France, from whose estate the 
money for the structure was received. 

The erection of Welles Hall and Student Union represented 
a milepost in campus building development. The need for the 
structure had long been felt, and ever since its erection it has been 
the center of a busy social life on the campus that would appear 
to mark the building as indispensable to a well-equipped college. 
It expresses in bricks and mortar and steel the spirit of the family 
life of the institution at its best. The donor was not intimately 
connected with the life of the College, not more closely than Mary 
Senter Mandelle had been, who in the late twenties had provided 
in her will for the library building. Facing each other across the 
quadrangle, these two buildings were the gifts of two friends of 
education who had no relationship with the institution in the 
sense of personal affiliation with its history. There was at one time 
a campus tradition that neither of them had ever seen the College 
or had even visited Kalamazoo. Although the legend was probably 
more romantic than authentic, there is truth in it at least to the 
extent of reSecting how tenuous was the connection between the 
generous donors and the institution they befriended. 

Welles Hall was first occupied in January, 1940, and it has since 
served as a dining hall and students' union. The interior of the 
dining hall has attracted attention over a wide area beyond the 
campus limits because of its east wall mural, "The Bridge of Life," 
by Mr. Philip Evergood, a painter with an international reputa
tion. Made possible by a grant from the Carnegie Corporation of 
New York, the work was done over a period of two years, from 
1940 to 1942, during which time Mr. Evergood held the rank of 
member of the staff with the title of Resident Artist. 

An interpretation of the symbolic significance of the painting 
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was written by Dr. L. J. Hemmes; it is displayed in a frame on the 
wall beneath the mural. Also, in the same frame, is set forth the 
purpose of the project as a whole: "It provided an opportunity 
for students of the College to associate with a creative artist at 
work, to participate in the planning, and to observe the actual 
stages and developments both technical and creative in the pro
duction of a work of art." The work began in October, 1940, and 
the finished mural was dedicated May 31, 1942. The painting is 
400 square feet in size. 

The next major building project during the Thompson admin
istration was that of Harmon Hall, the second men's dormitory 
on the campus. Announced early in 1946, the building was oc
cupied in September, 1947. Erected at a cost of $350,000, it has a 
capacity of 127 residence and auxiliary units. Comparable in style 
to other buildings on the campus, three stories high, of fireproof 
construction, it added materially to the campus equipment and it 
has served well since its opening, in housing K-College men. It 
was named in honor of Dr. Claude M. Harmon, of Detroit, for 
many years chairman of the Board of Trustees. 

But although Harmon Hall is one of the more beautiful build
ings on the campus and in time became wholly functional in the 
housing of Kalamazoo College men, it represented an element 
of over-expansion at a time when several factors contributed to an 
enrollment drop. It was not until eight years after its erection 
that the building was filled to capacity. Moreover, Harmon Hall 
had no "angel" to foot the bill of construction, and by the middle 
forties the cost of building had skyrocketed as compared with the 
costs of such earlier structures as Hoben Hall and Welles Hall. 
It was not until the receipt of the Wallace bequest that Harmon 
Hall could be amortized in accordance with the policies suggested 
at the time of its erection. 

A major change in the business picture of the Thompson ad
ministration occurred on July I, 1947, with the retirement of 
Dr. Frank B. Bachelor as business manager of the College. He was 
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succeeded by Dr. Harold T. Smith. Dr. Bachelor had been as
sociated with the College as its business manager since 192I, and 
when he arrived at retirement age he had attained an important 
place in the life of the College. President Thompson retained him 
the next year as a "special assistant." Dr. Smith, his successor, was 
a product of the University of Iowa, from which institution he 
received his doctorate in 1929. He had served as professor of eco
nomics, registrar, and business manager in more than one insti
tution, and he had also served as Price Executive and district 
director in the Office of Price Administration in Milwaukee. At 
Kalamazoo he served both as business manager and as a member 
of the faculty in Economics and Business Administration. 

As might have been expected in a ten-year period of adminis
tration, there were a considerable number of changes and re
adjustments of administrative personnel. Thus at the beginning 
of the Thompson period Dr. Willis F. Dunbar is listed as Acting 
Dean, and in the catalogue of register 1939-40 he appears as 
Dean. Later he went into radio broadcasting as a profession, and 
in the catalogue of register 1942-43 Dr. Edward B. Hinckley is 
listed as Acting Dean, and the next year as Dean, which position 
he held until he left the College, to be followed by Everett R. 
Shober as Acting Dean in 1947. The next year Dr. Leishman A. 
Peacock became Dean; he left the College at the close of the 
Thompson period. 

By contrast to this record of shifts, the office of Dean of Women 
was held throughout the Thompson period by Miss Birdena E. 
Donaldson. She had been preceded by Frances C. Hornbeck, from 
1934 to 1937. Miss Donaldson was closely connected with the 
administration throughout her term of service and she left the 
College at the close of the period. Continuity of tenure was also 
true of the Director of Teacher Placement; Mary Munro Warner 
served throughout the administration. 

The office of registrar was administered by Dr. Justin H. Bacon 
until his retirement. He was followed by Dr. Leo M. Hauptman, 
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who in tum was followed by Mr. Everett R. Shober. From 1951 
to 1953 Frances C. Hornbeck served as registrar and as director 
of admissions; she was followed by Mr. Gerald L. Bodine as 
registrar. 

The record of the service to the College of Everett R. Hames 
is significant. Mr. Hames played a role in college administration 
during his term of office the importance of which was not recog
nized by all because many of his services were semi-official and 
somewhat anonymous. He was an alumnus of the College, having 
received his M.A. in the field of sociology in 1933. In 1942, in 
addition to his official services, he became active in organizing a 
group known as the Kalamazoo Associates. Mr. Hames became 
the executive secretary of the new body and the director of its 
activities. 

In 1945-46 Mr. Hames became Assistant to the President, and 
the next year Director of Public Relations; in the latter office he 
was followed, when he left the College to go into private industry, 
by the Rev. R. Lloyd Pobst. Before that his work as Director of 
Admissions had been taken over by G. Walter Scott, who was 
followed by Robt. W. Braithwaite. 

As Director of Alumni Relations, Hames played an important 
role in the reorganization of the alumni structure. It was he who, 
in 1945, gave the organization its own magazine, The Kalamazoo 
College Alumnus. Although his name never appeared as editor, 
he gave the magazine a direction that carried over into the publica
tion of later years. His activities in securing for the College the 
donation that resulted in Angell Field were better known to the 
college personnel than to the public. 



IX 

The Campus tn Wartime 

AT TEN O'CLOCK on the morning of October 25,1941, Dr. Charles 
T. Goodsell walked out upon the stage of Stetson Chapel to con
duct the usual chapel service. President Thompson was out of the 
state on a speaking engagement; Dr. Willis F. Dunbar, as Dean 
of the College, was ranking member of the administrative officers. 

The speaker had drawn from his pocket a letter that had come 
to him the day before. It dealt with the attitude of the College to 
the war in Europe. Making the remarks of the writer the text 
of his address, Dr. Goodsell began quietly to give an outline of 
its contents. The students and faculty members gave perhaps closer 
than ordinary attention to the speaker's words because the subject 
of the war was an explosive one during those days when Pearl 
Harbor was in the near-future. 

Suddenly Dr. Goodsell seemed to lose the trend of his theme. 
The startled audience wondered what mental block had come to 
the experienced speaker. With what seemed like infinite slowness 
to those faculty members who occupied the pews in the chancel 
a few feet away, the speaker grasped at the desk, then slumped 
along the pulpit to the Hoor. For a moment few in the student body 
seemed to realize what was happening. Dean Dunbar quietly an
nounced the end of the service and instructed the students to file 
out of the building in an orderly procession. At the same time, 
at the console of the organ, Professor Henry Overley began to play 
the recessional. The service was adjourned without confusion. 

Meanwhile the college nurse had appeared, and a moment later 
a doctor was on the scene. But death had been instantaneous. 
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Classes were dismissed for the day, and a few days later a memo
rial service was held in the chapel where the former Vice Presi
dent and Acting President had spoken his last words under 
conditions that made even out-of-state headlines that day. 

For many in the audience who were acquainted with the back
ground of recent institutional history the situation was even more 
dramatic than the surface facts seemed to indicate. Years before 
Pearl Harbor the campus had intermittently been swept by anti
war emotions. During the early thirties some students had become 
involved in national student pacifist movements. But such stu
dents were relatively few; most of the campus population met 
such types of propaganda as stuff for theoretical discussion at 
meetings of the International Relations Club or in bull sessions. 
And when the crisis actually came, conscientious pacifism was 
confined to perhaps three or four. 

As the war clouds gathered toward the end of the thirties, the 
Faculty divided on the issue of neutrality or intervention much 
in the same way as did the general American public. There were 
occasional passionate addresses on various college forums for or 
against involvement, even for or against war in general. One or 
two instructors who had come out of the first World War with 
near-pacifist sympathies veered around to militancy as the threat 
of Nazism convinced them that this country and the world were 
facing a condition, not a theory. Dr. Goodsell was prominent 
among staff members of this type. Yet, some years earlier, as a re
sult of disillusionment over the fruits of the first World War, in 
which he had served as a volunteer Y.M.GA. worker, he had been 
one of the chief campus proponents of the theory that war was 
futile. 

When, a few weeks after his death, Japanese bombs fell on 
Pearl Harbor that Sunday morning in 1941, the campus was not 
nearly so excited as retrospective imagination is likely to picture 
it. Students reported for classes the next morning far more con
cerned about ill-prepared lessons in French or sociology or psy
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chology or physics than about what the effect of those bombs 
would be on their own lives and upon the campus as a whole. 

But when the die was cast, campus reaction was not long in 
following. The January, 1942, issue of The Kalumni News car
ried the announcement of curricular changes "to keep up with 
the swift pace of changing times." Those plans included an ac
celerated course for those wishing to graduate before going into 
the army. The plan called for summer courses and "harder and 
more earnest work" on the part of the students. Also, provision 
was made for keeping detailed records of the work of those who 
answered the country's call, giving them credits in courses only 
partly completed so that they could resume their work where they 
left off, on their return. Increased emphasis was placed on physical 
education and courses in first-aid. Several new courses were an
nounced, among them "The History of the Struggle for Human 
Freedom." Spring vacation was shortened to half its usual length. 

New courses offered in 1943, second semester, included in
struction in the astronomy of navigation, history of the Far East, 
map reading, contemporary conflict of political and social ideals 
(philosophy), psychology of reading, social problems dealing with 
current social maladjustments and difficulties, and advanced social 
psychology. 

But in the flux of changes made necessary by a rapidly changing 
world, the Faculty kept to one basic principle, often against pres
sures that required stamina to resist. There was to be no letdown 
in the quality and number of requirements for graduation. The 
B.A. degree from Kalamazoo College must continue to mean what 
it had always meant. The same thing applied to the M.A. and 
M.S. degrees. 

Early in 1943 Kalamazoo College was notified that it had been 
approved by the Army for use in the Army Specialized Training 
Program, after a military committee had inspected the campus 
and its facilities. In August 225 military engineering students 
from 38 states began their special course of three 12-week terms 
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in basic engineering. They were housed in Hoben Hall, which 
had been equipped with double-deck beds in each room. The men 
were required to take six hours weekly of physical education and 
five hours of military training and drill. In addition they carried 
academic courses given by regular members of the Faculty with 
the addition of a number of temporary instructors. Those courses 
consisted of work in physics, mathematics, chemistry, engineering 
drawing, English, history, and geography. Compulsory study pe
riods were held each evening in Hoben lounge, which had been 
converted into a study hall. 

The trainees, aged 18 to 22, had all completed high school; 
some had had previous college training. One complete battalion, 
divided into Companies A and B, was organized. Nine sections 
of 18 squads attended classes daily, marching to and from classes 
with a section leader in charge of formations. The men were al
lowed to participate to a limited degree in extra-curricular activi
ties, but in accordance with the Army's general policy, they were 
not permitted to take part in intercollegiate athletics. 

This military unit remained on the campus until March 24, 
1944, when orders came to induct the men into active service. 
While the program lasted, the unit added color and interest to 
campus life. It was a new, and at first a startling, experience to 
the instructors to have the class arise ceremoniously at the com
mand of the leader when a teacher entered the classroom, and 
remain standing until the word was given to be seated. The in
structor was relieved of any attention to discipline, a job that was 
also taken over by the leader. 

Startling also sometimes were the unexpected points of view 
expressed quite spontaneously by young men whose backgrounds 
were quite different from those to which the instructor had been 
exposed. A boy from Utah might earnestly reflect the ideals of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, and another from 
the Deep South might just as sincerely assume that there could 
be only one point of view in regard to racial segregation. Still 
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another might take for granted that atheism was synonymous with 
an intelligent world view, while at the opposite pole a boy might 
defend his conviction that hard-shell fundamentalism was the 
ultimate truth. 

In some courses such points of view did not come to the sur
face; in others they could not help being voiced, especially when 
the instructor, in keeping with the Kalamazoo tradition of com
plete freedom of expression, invited frank and uninhibited dis
cussion. In general, the presence of the ASTP students on the 
campus contributed to the education of the regular faculty mem
bers-more so perhaps than to the soldier students themselves. 
Conditions were not favorable for intensive teaching; the students 
looked upon some of the academic work as more or less irrelevant 
to their main purpose, and most of them did not do more than 
enough to satisfy the somewhat haphazard standards set by the 
Army. 

But there were exceptions, and some academic courses were 
naturally adapted to engineering interests. It was, however, hardly 
to be expected that most of the students would take seriously 
courses in English and some other branches. Many of the instruc
tors were not happy over their work with the military personnel. 

For the civilian students it was another story. Warm friend
ships soon developed, and to the civilian young men and women 
from a fairly homogeneous background, the presence of these men 
from other sections with other mores was stimulating and exciting. 
As might have been expected, some girlish hearts soon Buttered 
at the sight of particular uniforms, and when the order came sud
denly from military headquarters to disband the unit, there was 
a gasp of dismay. Many of the civilian students gathered on the 
sidelines when the cadets formed in front of Hoben Hall for the 
last time and then marched in smart formation with musical ac
companiment to the embarkation center. Some girlish hearts went 
with them, and later when news of casualties on far-off Pacific 
islands arrived, a deeper note of tragedy occasionally blotted out 
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the campus sunshine for a girl to whom the war had come per
sonally. 

But such experiences were extremely rare; the unit had been 
on the campus too short a time for the development of many at
tachments. For the most part, casualties among the home boys 
who a little later gave their lives for America caused far more 
heartaches than among the temporary students after their brief 
stay. 

By September, 1944, Hoben Hall had been reconditioned for 
the needs of the regular students, and the campus had returned 
to a civilian status. The war was still almost daily dragging young 
men out of their classes but the march of drilling feet was heard 
no longer. 

Although the war tension increased on the campus with the 
passing of time, as it did throughout the nation, and some faculty 
members as well as students were drawn into the service, the cam
pus publications show that normal life was not as unusual as 
might be imagined in retrospect. There were musical recitals; 
Philip Evergood, as noted above, was painting the mural in Welles 
Hall; Improvement Fund campaigns were conducted; alumni de
scribed in print non-military voyages; professors gave radio talks 
about theoretical subjects; weddings of alumni, and occasionally 
of students, were solemnized with the usual pomp and were de
scribed in detail; plans were made and in part carried out for a 
new athletic plant expansion project; retired teachers, Dr. Justin 
H. Bacon and Dr. Lemuel F. Smith, were honored with a ban
quet; an article in one of the college publications is headed: "Class 
Stories Recall Hilarious Antics of Former Years Here"; the Na
tional Junior Boys' tennis tournament was held on the campus. 
A popular song, "The Gal from Kalamazoo," by Mack Gordon 
and Harry Warren, swept the country. It was introduced by 
Glenn Miller and his band in the show Orchestra Wives. This 
national song hit suggested to the students the idea of staging a 
contest to "pick the girl best fitting the song-requisites: beauty, 
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popularity, cheerfulness, pep." And "she had to be the sweetest 
girl in Kalamazoo." Miss Sarah Woolley '44 (Mrs. Donald 
Knight) was the winner. 

Tragedy did of course break in from time to time. Thus there 
was the announcement that on March 16, 1944, Lt. Chester M. 
Angell, 25-year-old bomber pilot and squadron leader, had been 
killed in action over Sardinia. Young Mr. Angell was not per
sonally known on the campus, but as the son of William R. Angell 
of Detroit, a member of the Board of Trustees, he was regarded 
as a Kalamazoo College casualty. 

A sprinkling of other notices of students killed in action ap
peared from time to time. When that happened, a sudden silence 
was likely to replace the normal buoyancy of youth in chapel or 
classroom, as the students paid an unspoken tribute to a dead 
friend who had given his life. 

In the May, 1946, issue of The Kalamazoo College Alumnus 
appeared a tabulation of the human cost of the war that the cam
pus had sustained. Thirteen regular students gave their lives, and 
19 who attended as ASTP cadets. This compared with nine killed 
in the first World War and 17 in the Civil War. The 13 regular 
students were: Edward Czemecki, Richard Desens, Harold Gar
rison, Jack Graves, Glen G. Haynes, Joe Martin, Kendall Sagen
dorf, Kenneth Schweitzer, Walter Smith, Duane Waldo, Richard 
Wearne, Walter Williams, and Ernest Wood. The ASTP list in
cluded: Jack Brod, Harold Burton, Ted Clemons, Martin Horo
witz, Beryl Kjorvestad, William Lafferty, Owen Langen, Leonard 
Mars, Gilbert Morris, John B. Murphy, Robert Percy, Maurice 
Perry, Alvin Pitkow, Edward Samecnek, Fred Schweig, Dean 
Smith, Charles Sullivan, Ira Walla, and Barton Walter. 

The final listing corrected an error in an earlier report that 
added a note of cheer to the symphony of sadness. An ASTP stu
dent named Andrew Vogel, coming to Kalamazoo from South 
Holland, Ill., had been listed among the dead by one of those 
confusions in casualty reports that were not unusual. He had at
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tracted more than average attention because of his musical ability. 
He had frequently presided at the organ in Stetson during chapel 
services and had won so many friends that he was almost regarded 
as a regular student. Months after the war a young man in fishing 
togs greeted a faculty member at a Michigan resort, and he did 
not understand why the professor looked as if he were seeing a 
ghost. "Don't you remember me? I'm Vogel-attended your classes 
at Kalamazoo College." When the instructor could find his voice 
with, "Good heavens, I thought you were dead!", the "casualty" 
laughed and introduced his young wife; they were at the resort 
on their honeymoon. 

That bit of cheer is perhaps the right note on which to end this 
review of campus experiences in wartime. Kalamazoo College 
claims no special accolade for its war efforts; hundreds of colleges 
all over America did as much. But the record shows that this 
college shouldered its burden with honor and courage. And in the 
face of strong pressures in the name of "patriotism" it maintained 
with integrity the long-term scholastic principles on which the 
institution had been built and that had become for it an honorable 
tradition. 
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Athletics: Rebuilding Operations 

MUCH OF THE HISTORY of the Department of Athletics was made 
during the Thompson administration. It is not exclusively the 
record of championships on the gridiron, the basketball Roor, and 
the tennis court, although that record was highly creditable; it is 
rather that of a basic change in leadership in athletics and in re
building the physical plant represented by Angell Field and the 
Stowe Tennis Stadium. 

In 1942 Chester S. Barnard, M.S., who had served since 1925 
as Assistant Professor of Physical Education and Director of 
Athletics, was replaced by Robert W. Nulf. Throughout his long 
service Barnard had quite naturally made an important place for 
himself in the life of the College, especially among the many 
alumni who during their college days had come into intimate con
tact with him. Before coming to Kalamazoo he had served as 
athletic coach and professor of physical education at Missouri 
State Teachers College and for one year as head football coach 
at Mississippi University. To many of the student and faculty 
population in 1942, as well as to the alumni body, he seemed a 
campus fixture, and his retirement contributed to the later diffi
culties for the administration. 

His successor, Robert W. Nulf, soon built for himself a secure 
place on the campus. He held a B.S. from the University of 
Illinois and an M.S. from the University of Indiana. His profes
sional experience had been in secondary school athletics in Fort 
Wayne, Ind. In 1944 he entered the military service, being given 
a "leave for the duration." He retained a fairly close contact with 
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the campus, however, returning from time to time on furlough. 
In 1949 he offered his resignation, to go into industry. The sub
sequent history of leadership in the department belongs to a later 
period. Perhaps the only fact that needs to be added is that in 
1953 Rolla 1. Anderson was appointed as the successor to Lloyd 
Grow, familiarly known as Dob, as Athletic Director and head 
coach. Grow had served with distinction following Nulf, and he 
left the College to enter private industry. Anderson has since 
chalked up a very successful record and has won for himself a 
warm place in the affections of the college family. Before coming 
to Kalamazoo he had made an outstanding record as coach at Lake
view High School in Battle Creek. His B.A. was from Western 
Michigan College and his Master's degree in administration from 
the University of Michigan. A full member of the Faculty, in 
addition to his duties as coach and Director of Athletics, he as
sumed teaching courses in the theory of physical education. 

Some years before what is now known as the Stowe Tennis 
Stadium was built, steps were taken to advance tennis at the 
College by building a system of new courts on the site used be
fore that time, east of the Gymnasium. On April 25, 1941, work 
began on the construction of what the Kalumni News of that day 
described as a "battery of five ultra-modern courts." The cost of 
the new layout was $12,5°0, the first expenditure authorized by 
the Board of Trustees from the 1941 Improvement Fund. 

Nearly all Kalamazoo tournament competition, and much from 
southwestern Michigan, had been held on the Kalamazoo College 
courts. When the new stadium was opened that year it was hoped 
that the new "ultra-modern layout," to quote the Kalumni News 
again, "would attract many larger tournaments in the tennis world" 
-a hope that now seems modest compared with the attractive 
power of the Stowe Stadium built later on another site. 

First fruit of the erection of the new courts was the award of 
the Western Junior and Boys' Tennis Championships. They were 
held on the local courts in 1941, 1942, and 1943. In 1943 the 
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~nited States Lawn Tennis Association also scheduled the Na
tional Junior Boys' Tennis Championships in Kalamazoo. They 
were held on the older courts in 1943, 1944, and 1945, and in the 
new Stowe Stadium each year since. 

The two events were held during two different weeks. The 
players, corning from all sections of the United States, together 
with parents, guests, and newspaper men, were lodged in the 
dormitories and fed in Welles Hall. At the January, 1956, meet
ing of this association in San Francisco, a new five-year contract 
was awarded to Kalamawo College, which will not expire until 
1960. 

These two events, bringing many "big name" Junior Players to 
the campus each summer, have become what appears to be a per
manent feature of summer campus life. When the national tourna
ment was given to Kalamawo in 1943 it marked the first time 
that the national meet had been awarded to Michigan. 

Early in 1956 the NCAA Championships (national inter
collegiate) were awarded to Kalamazoo College and played on the 
courts of the Stowe Stadium. On the dates assigned, June 25-30, 
the meet was held on the local courts for the first time, giving the 
Kalamazoo public an opportunity to see tennis beyond the Junior 
level, after watching that brand for 13 years in a row. 

In 1945, as a result of a community-college effort, $50,000 was 
raised for the stadium at the corner of West Main and Carmel, 
at the north end of the Stockbridge property of the College. Six 
courts were aligned along the West Main Street edge of the field. 
South of these, and centered on them, were three others sur
rounded on two sides by permanent stands for spectators. The nine 
day courts of championship style placed Kalamazoo College at 
the top of all mid-western cities as a tennis center. 

While the stadium is the property of Kalamazoo College, the 
project of building and maintaining it was a civic affair, and it 
immediately greatly enhanced the summer tennis outlook for the 
entire community. It also, at the time of construction, insured the 
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retention of a five-year contract for the National Junior and Boys' 
Championships, since then extended twice. 

The plans as originally drawn displayed, in addition to the 
nine courts, permanent bleachers, a club-house and swimming 
pool, and, to quote the Alumnus announcement, "a building, 
which if built might be a dormitory." Up until the end of the 
period under review some of those features have remained in the 
drawing-board stage. But the stadium itself has, since its construc
tion, been the scene of athletic activities that have attracted atten
tion far beyond the borders of the state. 

The driving force in Kalamazoo tennis throughout the period 
\\tis the late Dr. Allen B. Stowe, who died in a tragic traffic acci
dent in 1957. He had joined the Department of Chemistry in 
1928, of which he later became chairman. Through the years, 
with untiring energy, Dr. Stowe not only managed the campus 
tennis activities but also initiated the plans that brought to Kal
amazoo the boys' teams from all over the United States. During 
most of the years of his connection with the Faculty, Dr. Stowe 
gave virtually all his summers and much of his leisure time during 
school periods to this enterprise. He did not relax his activities in 
this work even during the period when he served as chairman 
of the administrative committee, in the interim between the ad
ministration of President Thompson and that of President Ever
ton. Tennis was always his ruling extra-curricular passion, and it 
was inevitable that the tennis stadium should bear his name. 

His services and achievements were widely recognized in out
of-state tennis. Thus he was elected to the executive board of the 
Western Lawn Tennis Association, embracing clubs from Mich
igan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Wisconsin. Later he served a 
two-year term as president of this association. In 1942 the United 
States government recognized his work when he was appointed 
to the Michigan Advisory Sports Board, a division of the U.S. 
Civilian Defense Board. There were other appointments, and in 
January, 1953, in recognition of his achievements, he was given 
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the Samuel Hardy Award Trophy by the United States Lawn 
Tennis Association. He was the first person in America thus 
honored. 

On March 21,1957, Dr. Stowe's fellow teachers passed a memo
rial resolution that was recorded in the minutes of the Faculty. 
After calling attention to his work as a scholar and his service as 
chairman of the Administrative Committee in 1948-49, the reso
lution reviewed his work in athletics, adding: "As chairman of the 
Committee on Athletics for many years he has exercised wise 
supervision and guidance of the athletic policies and programs of 
the College, and won for himself an outstanding record as tennis 

tcoach." 

As might have been expected, on the basis of Kalamazoo's tennis 
history, the College made a notable record in this sport during the 
25 years under review, and individual stars won public recogni
tion. Among them Marion L. Shane'40 may be singled out, for 
the simple reason that he is the greatest tennis star in the insti
tution's history. Defeated only twice in singles in dual match 
competition '38-'39-'40, he became the Michigan Intercollegiate 
Singles champion and shared the Doubles title for those three 
years. He was the Michigan State champion-Singles '39-'40
'41-'42, Doubles '4°-'41-'42. (Later, while in the military service, 
he became the Third Army Singles champion at Nuremberg, 
Germany, and went on to compete at Wimbledon, England.) In 
addition to that record, he competed in many sectional and re
gional events and won titles in some 40 separate tournaments. But 
he was more than an athletic champion. After earning his Ph.D. 
in the Humanities at Syracuse University, he began his teaching 
career at South Dakota State College, where he was given a cita
tion as one of five in a faculty of 458 "in recognition of able and 
inspired teaching." 

There were a number of other individual stars in other fields 
of sport-football, basketball, track-and not a few of them also 
made notable scholastic records in their post-eollege careers. 
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The story of Angell Field begins in 1944. It was started as a 
"continued story," and at this moment in College history (1958) 
the scenario that was announced at the beginning is still being 
plotted; not nearly all the chapters have been written. 

The first news of what was in the wind came in an announce
ment by President Thompson in January of 1944. In it he re
vealed the purchase by the College of 22 acres of land as the first 
step in the post-war development of a $300,000 athletic plant for 
the College. The newly acquired real estate, the announcement 
read, was located two blocks west of the campus. It had been 
known as the "north nine" of the Arcadia golf course. Its pur
chase was made possible through the generosity of the Kalamazoo 
Foundation, the Upjohn Company, the W. E. Upjohn estate, the 
Sutherland Paper Company, and Charles B. Hayes, who owned 
the property. 

In the initial plans the new athletic setup called for a football 
field with a permanent stadium seating 3,500, electric scoreboard 
and lights, an outdoor running track, a practice field, two baseball 
diamonds, an archery range, a parking area for several hundred 
cars, and a practice field for golf. "Interior facilities," the announce
ment continued, "will be planned to include a large field house, 
a basketball arena accommodating 3,000 spectators, a swimming 
pool, a clay or cinder indoor running track, and a room for K-Club 
meetings and trophy displays." 

Not all these features have as yet become a reality. At the 
close of the period under review the athletic plant that later be
came known as Angell Field was still being developed, and much 
remained to be done. 

At the time of the inception of the program plans were an
nounced for deeding the old athletic field to the City of Kalamazoo 
for future development. The site has since become an integral 
part of the city's through-traffic highway system. It was further 
proposed that when the new field house and the new gymnasium 
were completed, Tredway Gymnasium would be "used for intra
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mural and women's sports." That project was being worked out 
as this was written. 

Apparently to guard against the assumption that such an am
bitious athletic development would result in a fundamental change 
of emphasis, the initial announcement pointed out that "athletics 
will continue to be run in harmony with the academic standards 
and liberal arts traditions of Kalamazoo College." 

The second chapter of the story opened almost before the first 
had ended. In June of that same year, 1944, announcement was 
made, at the commencement exercises, that Mr. and Mrs. William 
R. Angell, of Detroit, had made a donation of $50,000 to make 
possible an early start on the new athletic plant. Mr. Angell had 
served as a member of the Board of Trustees since May, 1943. 
The gift was made by the donors as a memorial to their war
casualty son, Lt. Chester M. Angell, and the name "Angell Field" 
was adopted in his honor. 

In addition to the $50,000 donation, Mr. Angell announced 
at the start that he would aid the athletic field development com
mittee in financing the rest of the program. In March, 1949, a 
special gift from Mr. Angell was announced, "for the purpose of 
constructing a memorial arch and gateway at Angell Field and 
blacktopping and landscaping the area involved." 

Mr. Angell died January 25, 1950, in a traffic accident. 
The bulldozers were put on the job almost immediately after 

the announcement of the original gift, leveling the ground. Seed
ing the field was done that fall and work on the stadium was be
gun in the spring of 1946. The dedicatory game was played on the 
new field October 19, 1946. 

Aside from the interest it naturally aroused in the College and 
local community, the erection of the new stadium won wide pub
licity as the "first major living war memorial in the United States 
following World War II," to quote a contemporary announce
ment. William Councell, athletic director of Western Reserve 
University and consultant on the construction of the field, was 
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quoted as calling it "one of the finest small college athletic fields 
between the Atlantic Coast and the Rocky Mountains." 

Since its dedication in the fall of 1946, Angell Field has experi
enced a steady growth, keeping pace with the growth of the 
College. In line with the principle that the sports department is 
in no sense a tail that wags the college dog, but an educational 
discipline on a level with the scholastic interests, the various ad
ministrations have encouraged a natural, not a hot-house, growth. 
The fact that the somewhat ambitious dreams have not yet been 
completely realized is in accordance with the long-term pattern 
of development. The K-College athletic plant is not being built 
in a day; it is allowed to grow normally without being artificially 
forced. 

The original plans had envisaged two baseball diamonds. For 
various reasons baseball failed to keep up with the athletic pro
cession and it was abandoned in 195 I. Revived later, baseball won 
the enthusiastic support of Mr. Torn Woodworth, local lover of 
the game. In 1955 he bought baseball uniforms for the team, and 
the Hornet nine responded by finishing second to Alma's cham
pions in the MIAA race. 

At commencement time, 1955, the College was able to an
nounce a gift from Mr. Woodworth for the construction of a 
diamond designated as Woodworth Field. Located just west of the 
Angell Field gridiron, it was ready for play in 1956. The field 
has a grass infield diamond, dugouts for both teams, and a sprin
kling system. The donor, president of the Graff Trucking Com
pany, is a baseball enthusiast as well as being interested in other 
sports, including his own racing stable. Woodworth Field was 
dedicated on May I, 1956, when the donor was presented with a 
plaque for his part in furthering baseball at Kalamazoo College. 
Since 1956 the diamond has paid off in renewed interest, at the 
College and in the community, in the national sport. Moreover, 
the Woodworth gift represented one more step in the realization 
of the 1944 athletic building program. 

81 



THE 

KALAMAZOO COLLEGE 

STORY 

Another special patron of the athletic department is Clark 
MacKenzie, affectionately nicknamed "the perpetual freshman." 
He never was a student here, but his unfailing interest in the 
games caused him to be elected an unofficial member of the student 
body. His benefactions to sports have been many and varied. 

As might have been expected, Kalamazoo teams were prolific 
in MIAA tennis titles and won 21 such championships since 1933 
-all that were played during the period. 

The championship record in other categories is less spectacular. 
In track there were six championships during the period: 1933, 
1934, 1935, 1936, 1937, 1938. In golf there were also six: 1935, 
1938, 1939, 1940, 1942, 1957. One cross-country championship 
was chalked up-in 1956; and one in basketball-in 1950. In foot
ball the Hornets won championships in 1936 and 1937, and they 
were co-champions in 1934, 1946, and 1947. 

In these championship statistics, fall sports refer to the fall in 
which the title was won. Thus the 1956 cross-country champion
ship was for the fall of 1956, not for the 1955-56 school year. All 
other sports refer to the school year. 

In addition, Kalamazoo won the all-sports trophy on five occa
sions-1935, 1936, 1938,1939, and 1957; i.e., in the spring of each 
of those years for competition in the school year just ending. 

Throughout the first 25 years of the second century of the life 
of the College, the Hornets have sometimes won and sometimes 
lost. Their championship records as revealed in the figures were 
worthy of the institution the teams represented, and in tennis the 
record was brilliant. To outsiders the championship figures here 
summarized may seem lacking in interest; to the teams and their 
college supporters they were, and are, instinct with the excite
ment of drama. 



XI 

Music as a Department 

IT WAS IN THE THOMPSON ERA that music instruction on the cam
pus grew into a department comparable in importance and prestige 
with other scholastic disciplines. In 1945 the Kalamazoo College 
Institute of Arts was organized, the applied music courses being 
given at the College Music House on South Street, with the ex
ception of courses in organ, which were given on the campus. 
The faculty was expanded, and the department began to trans
late more fully into reality the dream of making the college a com
munity center for musical events. 

Although there had been many musical activities and organiza
tions on the campus since the founding of the College, it was not 
until 1930 that the instruction in music had been raised to the 
dignity of a department. For the first time, in the 1930-3 I cata
logue, the statement had appeared: "Students may become candi
dates for the degree of Bachelor of Arts with music as a major." 

The initial high hopes, however, had been considerably damp
ened by the depression. Facilities and equipment were naturally 
extremely limited. For the administration the department was a 
hopeful experiment. When the teachers began their work with 
enthusiasm and high hearts, they and the administration had rea
son to believe that there would be anormal development, that in 
time the work would expand in answer to the demand. Kalamazoo 
had long been a city deeply and intelligently interested in music. 
Nothing seemed more likely at the time than eventual success for 
the new venture in education. 

Even at that time the College aspired to become, what has since 
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been achieved, a living center of music training. Although the 
campus was to be the physical location, the community as a whole 
should feel the impact of the academic service. Or to modify the 
figure somewhat, the new department aspired to grow into a pro
liferating leaven that would, musically speaking, help to transform 
the community. At the very least, it was to become a leader of the 
music phalanxes of the community and ally itself with all com
munity movements that aspired to make Kalamazoo, as a com
munity, a focus of music development in the state. In brief, while 
it was to be an academic department in the College, it would ex
tend its service and influence far beyond the limits of the campus. 

But alas for plans! When the national economic bubble burst 
in the fall of 1929, the department was too weak to absorb the 
shock. It did not die in a formal sense; the offerings in music con
tinued to be listed in the annual catalogues, but actually the term 
"skeleton department" was an appropriate description of it. 

Matters stood like that during the first half of the thirties. At a 
time when survival of the College itself was the subject of 
anxious thought, the fate of one of the newest arrivals in the 
curriculum did not receive a great deal of attention. But some there 
were who at least kept in mind the dream of making the campus 
a center for musical events. In 1936, under the supervision of 
Acting President Charles T. Goodsell, the department was "resur
rected"-to employ a term applied to it by Professor Henry Overley, 
who had joined the department in September, 1934. As organist 
and choirmaster, for 15 years, of St. Luke's church, Kalamazoo, 
he had become one of the city's best known musicians. The re
activated department began to function in 1936 with a limited 
enrollment. Before the end of the Goodsell interim period, it had 
become established as a permanent feature of the institution's 
scholastic life. 

Meanwhile, conscious of the department's community respon
sibilities, members of the teaching staff and college music groups 
and soloists offered their services in off-campus programs. Through 
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the years concert programs and recitals in Stetson Chapel have 
continued to attract community interest. Such events as the an
nual Christmas Carol service have often attracted standing-room
only audiences. Members of the faculty often appeared before 
local audiences to give addresses on musical topics. 

Professor Overley, in addition to giving himself wholeheartedly 
to such college-community activities, won personal distinction in 
the field of music authorship. He wrote many compositions that 
were accepted and issued by national publishers, thus winning dis
tinction for the department in that field as well as for himself as 
a composer. 

Highly successful in the history of the Department of Music, 
also, was Frances Clark, a graduate of the College in 1928 and 
later a member of the music faculty. She joined the Kalamazoo 
music faculty in 1945 as piano instructor and director of piano 
pedagogy. Her teacher-training program soon won considerable 
prestige for herself and for the College. From 1949 on Miss Clark 
directed the Frances Clark Workshops. She and her staff offered 
a refresher course for piano teachers-classes in teaching princi
ples, methods, and materials. Later, in 1953, Miss Clark was 
named director of an educational library for piano students by the 
Clayton F. Summy Music Publishing House of Chicago. The 
volumes of this library were edited by Miss Louise Goss, a graduate 
of the College in 1948. In 1955 Miss Clark was named head of 
the piano department and director of a new piano pedagogy pro
gram at Westminster Choir College in Princeton, N. J. Miss Goss 
was at the same time named instructor of music literature there 
and associate director of the piano pedagogy department. 

After the department at Kalamazoo College was "resurrected" 
in 1936, growth was moderate at first but definite. Standards were 
kept high. Student enrollment increased rapidly in the early 
forties, after the South Street Music House had been opened in 
1940, providing facilities for the instruction of town students as 
well as members of college classes. 
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This impulse to make the Music Department serve the com
munity as a whole Howered, in 1947, in what came to be widely 
known and deeply appreciated as the Bach Festival, of which 
Professor Overley was the founder. Since that date, each year in 
early spring, the department has put on such a festival, and it has 
grown in favor and musical significance from year to year. Today, 
at the close of the first quarter of the second century, Kalamazoo 
College would almost be unthinkable without its Bach Festival; 
through it wider associations have been formed with the com
munity-not only with the city of Kalamazoo but with the wider 
audience of the state-that for thousands of people not directly 
connected with the College mean a kinship through the ministry 
of music whose importance can hardly be overestimated. 

The beginnings of the Bach Festival were inevitably somewhat 
tentative. The Festival represented an experiment that could fail; 
the pioneers in the venture, both in college and city, could not be 
sure that it would grow into the brilliant success it later became. 

As originally set up, it was a three-day festival. "A nationally
known pianist and harpsicordist will be engaged," the prevue 
promised. Local professional instrumentalists and singers co-oper
ated "whole-heartedly in creating programs of surpassing interest." 
The Central High School a capella choir of 80 voices, a quartet of 
brasses to play Bach chorales from the chapel tower, a group of 
local professional string and woodwind players, a Festival Chorus, 
assisted by five famous artists, with accompaniment of harpsicord, 
orchestra, and organ-all these played their part in this three-day 
Festival of Bach music that first year of its history. 

A budget of approximately $2,000 was set up to assure the 
Festival of first-class performers. A Bach Festival Council, made 
up of music lovers in the community, was organized to cooperate 
with the College in giving support and financial backing to this 
project. An anonymous donor came forward with a gift of $500. 

Such was the beginning of a pioneer venture in college
community music. It took hold immediately and has grown in 
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favor and significance in the succeeding years. The details have 
changed, the performers have varied from year to year; in part at 
least, new features have been added and old ones improved. But 
basically the Bach Festival has remained the Bach Festival as first 
set up. Today, after more than a decade of community music his
tory, it would probably be more difficult to discontinue the 
Festival than in 1947 it was to begin it. The community, both 
city and wider region, would hardly be content to let it lapse. 

Such are the main features of the establishment and early history 
of the Department of Music. The story has overtones of curricular 
revolution, as was true of the history of science education during, 
roughly, the same period. That fact compels its inclusion in the 
present record, whereas many studies, such as literature, philos
ophy, and others, need not be given separate treatment. Revolution 
makes history. 



XII 

Spiritual Climate 

IN 1946 President Thompson succeeded in securing an appropri
ation making possible the appointment of an additional Adminis
trative Officer-Director of Stetson Chapel. Up until that time the 
administration of the chapel had been in the hands of various fac
ulty members with various titles. The history of religion on the 
campus does not belong to the Thompson administration alone, 
or to anyone administration. But the new departure, that made 
the chapel directorship the primary responsibility of one man ap
pointed for that purpose, marks a convenient place for a brief de
scription of the spiritual atmosphere of the campus during the 25 
years under review. 

The first appointee to the position of Director of the Chapel was 
the Reverend Roland C. Pickhardt; he also served on a part-time 
basis in the Department of Speech, holding both positions until 
military duty called him away three years later. 

Before his coming the turnover in directors of the chapel had 
been fairly small. President-emeritus Stetson had been Chaplain 
of the College from 1926 to 1933. In that year Dr. Marion H. 
Dunsmore was appointed Dean of the Chapel, which office he held 
for the 1933-34 school year. In June, 1934, President Hoben dis
continued the office "in order that Dr. Goodsell might have a free 
hand." After that Dr. Goodsell was in charge of the chapel pro
grams until his death in 1941; he had no special title, except that 
of religious affairs committee chairman. After Dr. Goodsell's death, 
Dr. Dunsmore again took over, this time without title except that 
of committee chairman, until 1946, when the new system came in 
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with the Pickhardt appointment. But after Mr. Pickhardt left for 
anny service, the ever-ready Dr. Dunsmore took over again for 
three years, first as chainnan of a special committee for a year and 
then as acting director. 

On Founders Day, April 22, 1932, Stetson Chapel had been 
dedicated, giving the College for the first time in its history a 
church home of its own. That building, occupying a commanding 
view that dominates the campus, had been erected as an expression 
of the spiritual life that had existed and that, it was hoped and ex
pected, would be reRected during the second century of the insti
tution's life. 

Stetson Chapel has been the center of a campus group life as real 
and as unself-consciously genuine as that of other buildings where 
the college family gathered from time to time to engage in college 
activities. But it has in no sense been a "Holy of Holies." It has 
served as a place where all, no matter what their ecclesiastical pre
conceptions might be, could worship the good, the true, and the 
beautiful within their own secret shrines. Students and faculty 
members and administrators gathered there for worship at ap
pointed times, as they had done in the drafty third Roor auditorium 
in Bowen Hall until 1932. The Allan Hoben Memorial Organ 
was installed, and a choir of the best voices of the institution helped 
to give impressiveness and beauty to the service. 

The programs at the Chapel services have remained about what 
they had been for quite a few years before the Chapel was built. 
At times they were completely religious in character; occasionally 
there was a secular note in them; usually they were a mixture of 
the two. They might consist of an almost High Church ritualistic 
exercise, or of a discussion of a political or economic subject by 
a visiting statesman or business executive; almost anything that 
serious-minded citizens would deem appropriate for public discus
sion was welcomed to this forum. Usually a religious note accompa
nied the latter type of public address, provided by students who 
read a Scripture passage and offered devotionals, and by the college 
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choir that might contribute a dignified anthem or a more flexible 
spiritual. 

The Presidents who served during the period often used the 
Chapel as a forum to develop a student-faculty esprit de corps on 
a broader ethical basis than that of classroom instruction. Faculty 
members were able, from the Chapel pulpit, to establish relations 
with the student body in terms of general ideas unhampered by 
textbook limitations. Businessmen, ministers, educators, lawyers, 
politicians, police chiefs, penitentiary wardens, doctors, mission
aries, senators, congressmen, governors, United Nations officials, 
bureaucrats, travelers-it would be hard to name any type of 
speaker with ideas of interest to youth who was not invited to pre
sent his viewpoints. But of course the "big name" performers ap
peared only intermittently; often of necessity the services were 
fairly routine in character. 

Chapel attendance was required, as it had always been from the 
beginning. Some students, as students have always done, also from 
the beginning, protested from time to time against what they called 
"compulsory" religion; and some faculty members persisted-as 
some have done also from the beginning-in arguing that there is 
a difference in meaning between "compulsory" and "required." 
The objections were seldom serious; administratively, the realities 
of the required attendance made work for the Deans, as in earlier 
days it had made work for the whole Faculty, before the division 
of labor had made Deans a necessity. But in the overall picture that 
was only an administrative detail. 

Such student objections as there were to the alleged "compul
sory" religion represented by the chapel services probably stemmed 
in part at least from the fact that many denominations were repre
sented in the student body. In contrast with some church-related 
institutions, Kalamazoo College in the forties, as is still true at the 
end of the period under review, drew its students from as many as 
25 to 30 different church groups. Students were invited to state 
their church connections on their matriculation cards. All the 
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major bodies were usually represented in any given year-Baptist, 
Methodist, Congregationalist, Presbyterian, Roman Catholic, etc. 
In 1946-47 the denominational preferences in percentage form 
were: Baptist 15, Methodist 17, Presbyterian 13, Congregational
ist 12, Roman Catholic 8.5, Episcopalian 4, others 30.5. Although 
giving similar statistics for 1956-57 anticipates the chronological 
order of the story, it seems justified by way of comparison. The 
figures during that year were: Baptist 24.1, Methodist 16,3, Pres
byterian 8.8, Congregationalist 8.3, Roman Catholic 10.1, Episco
palian 5.7, others 26.9. In "others" were included, at least during 
some of the years, about 25 church groups, about half of them 
represented by a single student. 

In 1941 Kappa Delta Chi was organized. Its membership list 
was "open to students preparing for the Christian ministry or some 
other full-time Christian vocation." Under the sponsorship of Dr. 
Dunsmore, the group played an important role in the religious life 
of the campus. 

In the thirties four Kalamazoo churches formed an organization 
known as the Inter-church Student Council. The organization be
gan with the First Methodist and First Baptist churches, and these 
two were joined later by the First Presbyterian and First Congre
gational. Through this council the churches cooperatively carried 
on work among the college students of Kalamazoo. Dr. H. Lewis 
Batts served as full-time director from 1935 to 1945, when he be
came Professor of Religious Education at Mercer University, 
Macon, Georgia. Since then there have been several successors. 
The program became known as the Inter-church Student Fellow
ship, and Kalamazoo College cooperated with this body, without 
having an official connection with it. During much of the quarter 
of a century under review the director was invited to be a member 
of the college committee on religious affairs, to hold office hours 
on the campus, and at one time he was listed in the catalogue as 
"Minister of Students for the Inter-church Council." 

In 1938 a technique, semi-religious in character, was instituted 
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that camg to bg known a~ thQ Faculty RQtmat. BQforQ th{! op{!nin~ 
of classes in September, the "College family"-in a more literal 
sense than is sometimes applied to that term, because men, women, 
and children took part-gathered for two or three days and nights, 
often at a summer resort, for group-life activities, consisting of re
ligious services, staff planning, social gatherings. During later years 
the Retreats were often held on the campus itself. 

A technique wholly religious in purpose was instituted in 1941, 
popularly known as Religious Emphasis Week. The name was 
sometimes held to be less than ideal because of its alleged implica
tion of "revivalism," but since no better term was suggested, the 
name continued in use. During the "week" a battery of men and 
women distinguished in the field of religion, in family relations, 
in the psychological problems of youth, in the spiritual outlook of 
community, state, and nation, carried out a program of public meet
ings and personal conferences. 

Normally, during the years while they were held, the Religious 
Emphasis Weeks enlisted the active participation of a very large 
part of the student body. In fact, much of the planning was done 
by the Religious Affairs Committee, with a committee predomin
antly composed of students. And students entered whole-heartedly 
into the activities, taking part not merely as audience but as partic
ipants. Spontaneity of interest and activity was a marked character
istic of an average Religious Emphasis Week. "Big name"workers 
attracted community as well as campus attention, and some men 
and women were invited &om year to year by students themselves 
for return engagements. 

During the 1955-56 college year the technique was changed to 
some extent. Instead of setting aside a specific "week" for the pur
pose of focusing attention on religious activities, the College scat
tered "religious weekends" through the year. There have nonnally 
been three in number; the purpose is to direct attention to religion 
as a normal part of college activity. The name was changed to 
"Religious Emphasis Program." 
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Nothing has been said here about the Department of Religion, 
which until 1933 was called the Department of Biblical Literature 
and Religion and after that the Department of Religion; under 
either name, it was conducted by Dr. Marion H. Dunsmore as 
chairman. Silence on this point is deliberate. As a department, Re
ligion is an intellectual discipline, scholastically on a par with all 
the other departments. Its faculty has played an important part 
in the religious life of the campus, and it was inevitable that stu
dents in the department, some of them majors in Religion, all of 
them presumably spontaneously interested in the subject, should 
be leaders in generating a religious atmosphere. But the depart
ment was not designed to be in any sense a proselytizing device; 
its courses have always been intellectual in character, scholastic in 
purpose and technique. Since that is the case, there would be no 
point in singling out the department in a discussion of the religious 
atmosphere of the campus, which is a matter of the College as a 
whole, not of anyone academic department more than any other. 

To anticipate chronology somewhat in order to carry to a con
clusion consideration of spiritual life On the campus, in 1954 the 
Reverend Lloyd J. Averill, Jr., joined the Faculty as Dean of the 
Chapel and Assistant Professor of Religon. A graduate of Colgate
Rochester Divinity School, he had been serving that institution as 
associate director of the Department of Field Work and as instruc
tor in Practical Theology. Ordained in 1949, he served in the min
istry and was actively interested in young adult religious work, 
serving on the faculty of the National Baptist Youth Conference 
for several years. He also was chairman of the Lay Conference on 
Young Adult Work of the American Baptist Convention. 

That record was an excellent background for service as Dean of 
the Chapel. Since coming to Kalamazoo Dean Averill has carved 
out an important place for himself and has contributed greatly to 
the growth of spiritual life on the campus. He now holds the title 
of Assistant to the President. 
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IN THE 1939-40 COLLEGE CATALOGUE, under the head of "Student 
Organizations," appeared for the first time a general statement of 
policy about the activities of students when they were on their 
own: 

The students maintain many organizations under their own manage
ment. These provide excellent opportunities for recreation, fellowship, 
and practical experience. The College approves of participation in 
such activities to any extent which does not interfere with the student's 
academic work. 

Of the organizations the literary societies offered an important 
means of student self-expression. And in this feature of student 
self-direction the changes have been hardly less than revolutionary, 
hence they deserve special emphasis. 

Throughout the nineteenth century the college literary society 
as an educational technique had been a valuable student organi
zation on virtually all liberal arts campuses. Testimonials to their 
value and importance appear in the books of not a few classical 
American writers. Even after the turn of the century, for a decade 
or more, depending on the location, the college literary society 
held its own. Such men and women as retained their interest in 
educational patterns on to the mid-century often recalled with nos
talgic affection the programs of debates, declamations, book re
views, essays, poems, and other exercises by which they had tried 
their creative wings before an audience of their peers, uninhibited 
by faculty interference or supervision. In those days the college lit
erary society was often the only forum where students could assert 
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their creative ambitions and capabilities. But later, on most cam
puses-it is somewhat uncertain just when-separate departments 
of speech in the curriculum took over the main functions of the 
literary societies, and those organizations ceased to a considerable 
degree to be literary. 

At Kalamazoo, when the second century opened, the compilers 
of the catalogue still continued to assume that the societies were 
mainly literary in character and purpose. The heading still was 
"Literary Societies," and the description carried the sentence, 
"This literary work is a valuable adjunct to the regular college cur
riculum and is actively encouraged by the Faculty." 

In the 1948-49 catalogue the term "Literary Societies" was 
dropped and the title "Men's and Women's Societies" was substi
tuted. In changing the name the compilers of the catalogue were 
merely catching up with the facts of student life. The description 
of the meetings as being concerned with "business, literary, and 
social problems" conveys the suspicion that the inclusion of "liter
ary" was by way of a reluctant concession. 

The societies themselves, at Kalamazoo, are of almost ancient 
vintage, at least some of them. Three men's societies are: Sherwood 
Rhetorical Society, founded in 1851; Philo Lambda, 1855; Cen
tury Forum, 1900. These are balanced by the women's organiza
tions: Eurodelphian Gamma Society, 1856; Kappa Pi Society, 
1906; Alpha Sigma Delta Society, 1920. 

Whether the societies during the period were literary or social 
or business or what not, the average member felt that his or her 
society was the best in the lot; just so Father and Mother had given 
their loyalty to the societies that had enrolled them a generation 
earlier. Society membership was one of the main identifying items 
when any student's record was reflected in college publications, 
and even in the city press. Pride of society was an instinct with the 
student of the period, as it had been with the college generations 
that preceded the opening of the second century. Not infrequently 
there was in it also a Havor of caste. 
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Almost equally ancient were the organizations that used the 
written instead of the spoken word. When the second century 
opened, The Kalamazoo College Index and The Boiling Pot had 
been established for decades. The student newspaper had evolved 
out of an earlier student magazine, under various names; and the 
annual had likewise grown gradually, sometimes tentatively, on a 
parent stock that bore various names until 1920, when The Boiling 
Pot was decided upon as a permanent title. 

The general character of a college annual is dictated by the stu
dent interests that remain the same from generation to generation: 
pictures of members of classes, with captions in the current student 
jargon; faculty departmental groups in which the teachers try their 
best, usually unsuccessfully, to look non-academic; society groups; 
athletic layouts; college humor; sometimes "poetry"; a dedication 
to a staff member. Some slight opportunity there is for variations, 
but in the main the college annual has of course always been the 
same in Kalamazoo that it has been anywhere else. 

The story of The Kalamazoo College Index is similar. The Index 
of the fifties did not differ in any important sense from the Index 
since the paper's beginning. Each year a new editor, one who had 
little or no professional experience, assumed the office with an am
bitious editorial announcement of policy. Each one of them was 
under the illusion that things would be different during his jour
nalistic regime. Illusion is one of the greatest glories of youth, and 
the ever-recurring assumption that hope and faith and enthusiasm 
are complete substitutes for professional journalistic experience is 
one of the most fascinating features of college life. That feature, 
it need hardly be added, is the same on all campuses that do not 
have a well-organized department of journalism equipped with its 
own printing plant. 

The inevitable disabilities-lack of professional training, lack 
of equipment, a hole-in-the-wall office quarters, haphazard and 
irregular work hours-are not the greatest obstacles to effective col
lege journalism; they alone would doom the success of any city 
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newspaper, but they are only a small part of the impossible problem 
faced by student journalists. 

Like the papers on most campuses except the very largest, the 
Index was at best a weekly; sometimes publication was intermit
tent. Normally by the time the paper appeared, virtually every 
"story" was dead; most of them concerned campus ancient history. 
The city press had published them all in far greater detail than the 
student staff had room for; the news had been discussed and re
discussed in bull sessions, at the dining room tables, over the cam
pus radio, in the community radio broadcasts. What journalistic 
incentive could there be in rehashing them in the Index columns? 
Even if an occasional instructor's chapel address was newsworthy 
and had been overlooked by the city press because of its routine 
nature, the speech had of course been heard by virtually every 
possible reader of the paper, because those readers had been re
quired to listen to it. Journalistically speaking, why rehash it? 

Has the Index therefore been a dead loss during the period un
der review? By no means, no more than in the case of any college 
"newspaper" on any campus. Anyone who has sympathetically 
watched the staff at work-any staff during any year-is certain to 
have been impressed by the passionate enthusiasm that motivated 
the activity. Years later, when the frost had settled on what hair 
was left, those former "journalists" were likely to recall, with a 
gleam in the eye and perhaps even a catch in the voice, their ad
ventures in "making up a dummy" or "putting the paper to bed" 
during their student days. Old Grads who have worked on a college 
paper are likely to talk about it the way former athletes tell tales 
of prowess on the football field. Even though, relatively speaking, 
only a few students join personally in this activity, the generation 
of such spontaneous enthusiasm is precious to the student and later 
to the graduate. Work on the Index has given many students a 
chance for self-expression, and even for learning how to spell; for 
a few now and then it has been an anteroom to an honorable pro
fession; for the student body in general, and for the Faculty, it has 
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served as a medium for the growth and exercise of tolerance and 
understanding; for all it has had the function of a bull session via 
the printed word, and bull sessions are of course valuable, even 
indispensable, on any campus. 

From time to time during the years small groups of students have 
founded "literary magazines" that circulated sometimes in mimeo
graphed form, sometimes in printed type. In them the writers pub
lished their stories, their poems, their essays, their one-act plays. 
The publications always began with a spurt of enthusiasm, but 
they never lasted long. Usually, after the writers had worked off 
such masterpieces as they had on hand, they lost interest. Publica
tions of that type never played an important role during the period 
under review. 

Nearly all the student organizations operating in 1933, when 
the second century opened, continued throughout the period to 
1958, when the first quarter ended. Many of them did not change 
sufficiently in character or service to warrant special description. 
A few that were active up until 1933 faded out. In 1948, student 
radio station WJMD was established as a campus medium of com
munication. The catalogue, in announcing its birth, reported: 
"The method of broadcast is through current and oscillation, and 
the station is known to the Federal Communications Commission." 

In 1949 the Newman Club was organized by Catholic students. 
It flourished a few years, then faded from the campus scene. Other 
organizations during the period were: the Overley Society, the 
Pan-American Club, the Madrigal Singers, Phi Kappa Alpha 
(academic honor society), Kappa Delta Chi, the Men's Varsity 
Quartet, the Women's Varsity Quartet, Le Cercle Francais, Alpha 
Lamba Delta (freshman scholastic honor society for women), the 
College Players, Chamber Music Ensemble, the Economics Club, 
the Psychology Club, the International Relations Club, the 
Women's Recreation Association, Circle K, and the United Stu
dent Christian Association. 

During the period under review the students, through their 
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campus organizations, lived a life of their own, through which 
they developed their individual personalities within the college 
family group. A minimum of faculty supervision served to give 
opportunity for student self-development. In the main the student 
organizations served as a bridge between youth's dependance on 
others and the self-reliance of adulthood. In crossing that bridge 
the very mistakes were meant to be educational, on the theory that 
self-directed experience, with all its perils and embarrassments, 
is the best teacher. 
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An End and a Beginning 

IN THE FOREGOING DESCRIPTION of what was happening on the 
Kalamazoo College campus during the ten-year period of the 
Thompson administration, the personal side of the Thompson 
story was purposely held in abeyance until it could be carried 
to its ending as a unified record. That point has now arrived, 
and it becomes necessary to return chronologically to the early 
years of the administration. 

After a few years of fruitful work, President Thompson was 
struck down by illness and was forced to take a leave of absence. 
His trouble took a serious turn in October, 1942, and from that 
time until September, 1943, he was off campus, part of the time 
in Florida resting from what had been diagnosed as "nervous 
fatigue." For some months he tried in vain to establish the real 
cause, but he was not successful in this until he went through the 
Mayo Clinic. In May, 1943, he submitted to an operation for a 
brain tumor, and he returned to the campus for limited service 
in September of that year. 

Meanwhile the necessary administrative affairs of the College 
had been conducted by other officials, by faculty members them
selves, and by Edward B. Hinckley, of the English Department, 
who had been named Acting Dean by the President and who was 
officially appointed as Dean by the Board of Trustees during the 
President's absence. 

Some years after the administration had resumed its normal 
course, following President Thompson's return to active duty, 
trouble of a different nature developed. It would be futile, more 
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than a decade after the event, to attempt a close assessment of 
motivations and responsibilities. The replacement of Coach 
Chester Barnard by Robert W. Nulf, noted in an earlier chapter, 
was one element in the situation, but there were other grievances 
that caused an upheaval and resulted in what may perhaps fairly 
be called a modified student strike. The trouble spread to some 
faculty members and some local alumni, and the threat of more 
serious trouble once again brought the Board of Trustees into 
the picture. With the 1938 strike still fresh in mind, the Board 
made herculean efforts to compose the temperamental differences, 
doing so in the democratic way by giving all concerned, and even 
those faculty members not personally involved, an opportunity to 
'ilir their grievances or offer suggestions. 

The result was a composition of the clashing points of view, 
at least on the surface, and the College went back to its true 
business of education, relatively free from such roadblocks as 
human temperamentalism sometimes provides. 

A record such as this story is intended to be, concerned with 
those features of an administration that were departures from the 
normal, inevitably gives the wrong impression of the Thompson 
administration as a whole. On a percentage basis the periods of 
controversy covered only a very small portion of the administra
tion as a whole. Because they were dramatic in their very nature, 
they broke into the newspapers, and in retrospect they give the 
impression of having preoccupied the attention of the principals 
involved far more than they actually did. In any history, a battle 
may call for a hundred pages, while ten or twenty years of fruitful 
peace and progress may require hardly more than a paragraph. 
Actually the ten years of the Thompson administration, in their 
day-by-day activities, as shown in the preceding chapters, were 
largely a period of constructive peace when the work of the College 
was carried out in classroom and laboratory and gymnasium with 
the normal devotion and effectiveness that have always character
ized the institution. 
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The administration's general policy in athletics was also an 
important element in the final upheaval that came in 1948. How
ever, no one single policy or action brought on the denouement; 
when clashing temperaments become disturbing elements in any 
situation that is big with human nature, complexity of motivation 
is usually the result. 

After weeks of conferences in which each side, judging from 
surface appearances, was trying sincerely to do what would serve 
the interests of the College best, while faculty members and mem
bers of the Board of Trustees tried for harmony and mutual 
adjustments of the tensions, President Thompson submitted his 
resignation at commencement time, 1948, and the College was 
faced once more with the problem of finding a new leader. 

As an interim arrangement, to provide time for a careful canvass 
of the field for a new President, the Board of Trustees named an 
Administrative Committee of three to pilot the College through 
the troubled waters of the months immediately ahead. Dr. Allen 
B. Stowe was named chairman, and the other members were 
Dr. Harold T. Smith and Mr. Everett Shober. 

This committee took hold with aggressive energy, and, going 
on the theory that it was the part of wisdom to conserve as much 
of the human educational potential of the College as possible, 
with a minimum of additional disturbance, it conducted the ad
ministration of the College with good judgment and common 
sense. As a result the new administration that opened the follow
ing January came into a situation in which many wounds had been 
closed, or were in the process of being healed. The Faculty had 
been strengthened by additions and necessary replacements, and 
the new leader could take the torch from the hands of the tem
porary administrators in the confident conviction that it was the 
symbol of a unified and forward-looking educational fellowship. 

Two administrative officers, both appointed by President 
Thompson, left the College at the close of the school year in 
1948. Dean of Women and Associate Professor of History Bir
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dena A. Donaldson, who had served through nearly the whole of 
the Thompson regime, left to engage in graduate work at Co
lumbia. Her place was filled by Alberta Argow McCreary, who 
two years later followed her husband to Pleasantville, New York, 
where he had gone into secondary education. She was followed by 
Louise S. Cassady (now Mrs. Charles K. Johnson)' Dr. Leishman 
A. Peacock, who had been named Dean of the College by Presi
dent Thompson the year before, left the institution at the same 
time. His functions were temporarily taken over by Ronald C. 
McCreary, with the title of Dean of Men and Director of Men's 
Residences. When he left, a year later, Mr. Everett R. Sho
ber, M.A., assumed the office with the title of Dean and Registrar, 
and after that Dr. Raymond L. Hightower, head of the Depart
ment of Sociology, served as Dean for a year, with the under
standing that he was to be relieved at the end of a specified 
period. His successor, with the title of Dean of Men, Dr. Russell 
J. Becker, a graduate of the College, served for one year. He was 
followed by Dr. John A. Copps as Acting Dean of Men, who in 
turn was followed as Dean of Men by Paul E. Collins, M.A., the 
present incumbent, who also serves as coordinator of communica
tions. 

The new President was Dr. John Scott Everton, a member of 
the faculty of Grinnell College, Grinnell, Iowa. The choice repre
sented the result of months of the most careful screening. Dr. 
Everton had enjoyed an education that was not academic only, 
although his formal scholastic training gave promise of the high
est intellectual equipment for the position. Not yet 40 years old 
when he was appointed, he was at the time widely heralded as 
the "youngest college president in Michigan." 

At the time of his appointment Dr. Everton was serving as 
Dean of the Chapel at Grinnell and as Professor of Philosophy 
and Religion. His academic record was: B.A., Redlands Univer
sity, 1931; B.D. Colgate-Rochester Divinity School, 1934; Ph. D., 
Yale University, 1938; graduate work at Cambridge, England. 

1°3 



THE 

KALAMAZOO COLLEGE 

STORY 

Dr. Everton assumed office at Kalamazoo on a part-time basis 
in February, 1949, and on full time the next July. The inaugura
tion ceremonies took place on October 7 of that year. Dr. Samuel 
N. Stevens, President of Grinnell College and Dr. Everton's close 
friend and mentor, in giving the charge to the new President, let 
slip the half-humorous remark, "And now the honeymoon is over." 
The pronouncement acquired other than a humorous meaning a 
few years later. 

Before the coming of Dr. Everton the Board of Trustees had 
engaged a professional money raising organization, to make an 
objective analysis of the institution's money needs. The Board 
felt that the economic health of the College was far from good 
and therefore it called for a searching diagnosis. The analytical 
studies began in January, 1950, and the report was made in May 
of that year. 

It was a voluminous document covering 30 typewritten pages, 
plus an appendix of ten pages containing excerpts from the re
ports of II7 interviews held in a wide area. The firm made a 
searching and objective analysis of the financial structure of the 
College, looking forward to the possibility of developing a fund
raising program. The survey revealed many facts about the Col
lege, some highly favorable, some the reverse, that have been used 
during the years since then in the reorganization and rehabilita
tion of the financial structure of the College. 

On the debit side, it was discovered that Kalamazoo College 
was spending $137 per student for the maintenance and opera
tion of the plant, considerably more than anyone of five other 
typical colleges analyzed for purposes of comparison, institutions 
fairly comparable to Kalamazoo College. The analysis, moreover, 
found that the loss per student for athletics, for "non-educational 
income and expense," and for administration was too high. Also, 
that the cost of erecting Hannon Hall, $400,000, had been taken 
out of endowment. "One of the first things you should do," the 
report went on, "should be to raise the funds with which to pay 
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for this dormitory, and return to your endowment the money 
which was borrowed from it. If you do this it will add another 
$20,000 to your current fund income." All the suggested steps, the 
report summarized, would mean "a total betterment in your cur
rent situation of approximately $75,000 per year." 

The report called attention to the need of more classroom space; 
an additional dormitory for girls; an addition to Olds Science 
Hall; and additional endowment and scholarship funds. 

The analysis of the shrinkage of endowment was particularly 
significant; hence, it may be given in full, not in summary: 

In 1930 public announcement was given to the fact that in that year 
the endowment of Kalamazoo College was $1,941,060, but your state
ment of 1939 and 1940 listed your endowment at $1,341,17°, which 
is a reduction of $600,000. We have not gone into a study to deter
mine where this endowment disappeared to. So far as we know, the 
depression may have had something to do with it, but we do find in 
the statement from the Business Manager that in the past fifteen years 
$218,837 has been used for current operations and plant. Your state
ment for the year 1948-49 lists your endowment $1,000,000. This 
reduction of course is caused by the fact that you appropriated money 
from endowment with which to build the men's dormitory. 

The report described this as a highly unhealthy financial situation 
calling for correction. 

Such debits were mitigated somewhat by credits. The analysts 
found that the "citizens of Kalamazoo have a great affection for 
Kalamazoo College. They look upon it as their own ... that even 
though there is another college located in the city, still Kalamazoo 
College holds first place in their interest and affections ... They 
recognize the economic and the cultural advantages which the 
college brings to the city, and many of them have said they look 
upon it as one of the most important institutions located in Kala
mazoo." 

The analysis made rather detailed recommendations for fund 
raising programs, the first of which was that of holding a special 
several-days Convocation, a plan that was carried out Jan. 8-13, 
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195I. Some of the other recommendations have since also been 
carried out and others are in the planning stage. Moreover, the 
picture has changed so materially by reason of events since 1950 
that a detailed report of the recommendations would not be fruit
ful. What grew out of them became a part of the story that is yet 
to be told. What should be noted at this point is that the economic 
picture was far less bright in 1950 than the public realized. In 
the early fifties danger signals were put up by this firm of ob
jective institutional analysts, but the report was confidential at 
the time and so the public did not have an opportunity to observe 
their warnings. 

The new President began work in a burst of activity. He soon 
met with key student bodies; he held individual interviews with 
the faculty members; he plunged into the work of reorganizing 
the school's counselling service, in which he said he was "particu
larly interested." 

Immediately he faced the serious problem of admissions, and 
although in one of his printed statements he called it "hearten
ing," the very word carried overtones of doubt. "I am eager to 
meet with the various alumni groups," he wrote in this connection, 
"and it will be one of the first things on my agenda next falL" A 
little later, after canvassing the field, he made an appeal to the 
alumni to "provide a larger incoming class," adding, "We are 
entering into a more competitive situation in the admissions field." 

One notable feature of the Everton administration was the spe
cial Convocation of January 8 to 13, 195 I, that had been recom
mended nearly a year earlier. It was a two-pronged activity
cultural and financial-, and it was described as a "joint project 
of the College and civic-minded community leaders of South
western Michigan." Under the title, "Education for a Free 
Society," its cultural purpose was announced as answer to the 
questions: "What should education do to preserve and enhance 
freedom throughout the world? How can education do this?" 

Along with the cultural program went what carne to be known 
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as The 125th Anniversary Development Program, to "finance 
the principal needs of the institution" and to run until 1958. Mr. 
Samuel H. Rickard was appointed Vice President of the College, 
"responsible for the development program looking toward our 
125th anniversary eight years from now." 

Dr. Richard U. Light was named general chainnan of the Con
vocation, and he was chiefly active in making it what President 
Everton later described as "without question, one of the outstand
ing events held at Kalamazoo College within recent years ... 
Special mention should be made of Dr. Richard U. Light, general 
chainnan of the Convocation, who gave so unstintingly of his time 
and efforts in its behalf." 

The meetings over a period of six days were held in Stetson 
Chapel, Central High School auditorium, various churches, and 
other buildings. The speakers were of national repute in such 
fields as international relations, philosophy and religion, the arts, 
science, government. Among them were Charles E. Wilson, at the 
time president of General Motors, later Secretary of Defense in 
the Eisenhower cabinet, Senator Homer Ferguson, Dr. Detlev W. 
Bronk, president of Johns Hopkins University, and others of that 
general caliber. 

The financial prong of the Convocation, the eight-year devel
opment program, had for its purpose "to finance the principal 
needs of the institution." Those needs were expected to "cost 
some three million dollars." They were listed under 11 heads, 
among them "replacement of pennanent endowment monies 
used to build Hannon Hall," instructional budget, new Fine Arts 
building, enlargement of Tredway Gymnasium, and other proj
ects. 

The first step was a campaign to raise $750,000 during 1951 by 
alumni, parents, faculty and friends of the College. Of the total 
sum, $500,000 was to be raised in the Kalamazoo area. By Octo
ber of that year pledges had been received in the amount of 
$5°3,621.7°. Of the $250,000 to be raised elsewhere than in 
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the Kalamazoo area, a substantial amount was pledged before the 
end of 1951. 

During the Convocation citations were awarded to distin
guished graduates. All alumni had been invited to submit nom
inations. The judges were nine older faculty members and alumni. 
Ineligible were members of the Board of Trustees, members of 
the Executive Committee, holders of honorary degrees from Kala
mazoo College. Citations were awarded to the following: Harold 
L. Axtell, J. B. Jackson, George Gotlieb Stroebe, Ethel L. Knox, 
Henry Cole Parker, Walter M. Lucasse, Royal Haight Fisher, 
Florence Winslow, Florence Bell Robinson, Albert T. Huizenga, 
George Walkotten, George Francis Cartland, Willis F. Dunbar, 
Philip H. Vercoe, Wilfred F. Clapp, Gilbert Fred Otto, Versa 
Viola Cole, Gordon V. Smith, Louis Levin, Curtis W. Sabrosky, 
Burton L. Baker, John B. Miles, Walter A. Good, and William E. 
Good. 

The following year, February 6 to 8, 1952, a second Convoca
tion was held in conjunction with the public schools of the area, 
bearing the general theme, "The Substance of Education in a 
Democracy." From 800 to 1,000 teachers listened to addresses or 
took part in workshops in various buildings in the city. Dr. Light 
was again the general chairman, and speakers of national repute 
appeared on the program. 

The Everton administration also encouraged renewed activity 
of the Women's Council. President Everton was active in draw
ing this group increasingly into the work of the College. The 
Women's Council had been active since the twenties, but usually 
its work was so quiet that it did not draw the attention of the gen
eral public. In the fifties the Council began to occupy a place of 
more than ordinary importance in the affairs of the College. The 
fact that the donor of the Wallace bequest served on the Women's 
Council and developed her interest in the institution in that 
capacity, is only one indication of the attitude of the membership. 
Less well known are the many activities of numerous individual 
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members and of the group as a whole. The Women's Council has 
during the years become an important link between the College 
and the community. At the close of the period the Council had a 
membership of 27. Its meetings are held concurrently with the 
meetings of the Board of Trustees. 

Three veteran members of the Faculty acquired the emeritus 
status during the Everton administration: Dr. Milton Simpson, 
1949: Professor Mary M. Warner (later Mrs. Ben Morris), 1951; 
Dr. Arnold Mulder, 1953. 

There were other items that gave body, both human and insti
tutional, to the Everton administration. The purely human inci
dents and events may seem trivial to some, but since they con
tribute to what American business has learned to call "good will" 
and on which it has placed a high monetary value, they are prob
ably as important as some more pretentious items. Thus illustrat
ing the human side of education, in 1950 a "Knothole Club" was 
organized. Freeing juveniles from the necessity of climbing fences 
and peeping through knotholes to see college games, the organiza
tion furnished them free tickets. More than a thousand boys and 
girls attended one or more games the first season. There is no 
telling how this bit of institutional thoughtfulness will show up 
later in the enrollment statistics. 

The first out-of-doors commencement was held in June, 1950. 
At that commencement the custom was inaugurated of presenting 
citations to faculty members who had served continuously for 30 
years or 25 years. Persons thus honored since that date: Dr. 
Thomas O. Walton, Professor Frances Diebold, Dr. Allen B. 
Stowe, Professor Mary M. Warner, Dr. L. J. Hemmes, Dr. John 
W. Hornbeck, Dr. Marion H. Dunsmore. 

In 1951 Dr. John W. Hornbeck was awarded the Oersted 
Medal at a meeting of the American Association of Physics Teach
ers and the American Physical Society, at Columbia University. 
The medal was described as the "highest honor in the field of the 
teaching of physics." 
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In 195 I, also, Kalamazoo College was awarded a citation by 
the Institute of International Education in recognition of the 
school's contribution to the "betterment of foreign relations of the 
United States through the medium of international exchange of 
persons." 

In other words, during the opening years of the Everton ad
ministration things were happening, both large and small, both 
trivial and important, that were symptomatic of a healthy institu
tional family life on the campus. 
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PRESIDENT EVERTON was specially active in regalvanizing the 
alumni of the College. Quoting the text of the money raising 
organization the College had engaged: "There was developed 
a renewed confidence in the College because of the impression 
which he made upon them [the alumni], and considerable en
thusiasm for the future of Kalamazoo was exhibited." 

Due in large part to the efforts of President Everton, the sup
port that the alumni gave to the College was greatly increased. 
This was shown in several ways that cannot be translated into 
statistics. But in two respects at least figures confirm the general
ization. During the past half dozen years the alumni have almost 
systematically exerted themselves to help in the admissions pro
gram, channeling student recruits to the College to such a degree 
that it has become a definite force in admissions strength. Still 
more clearly statistical is the increased participation of alumni in 
the annual Fund Drive. This support has increased since the early 
fifties no less than fivefold. Nor has it been a temporary giving 
spurt. Both in number of alumni donors and in the total amount 
of their contributions, this feature of alumni activities has taken 
on the character almost of a benevolent addiction, something that 
can be depended upon as a permanent financial asset. 

In view of such facts this may be a convenient point in time to 
review the relationship between the College and the alumni, even 
though some of the story antedates the Everton era and some of 
it is postscript. 

In 1933, at the beginning of the period under review, there 
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were only a modest number of organized groups of Kalamazoo 
graduates in America. In 1958 the number of clubs had reached 
27. Of these ten are in Michigan communities; there are clubs in 
Boston, Chicago, Cleveland, Indianapolis, Milwaukee, Minne
apolis, New York, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Rochester, N. Y., 
St. Petersburg Fla., San Francisco, Seattle, South Bend, Los 
Angeles, Toledo, and Washington, D.C. 

Attempts were made during the twenties and thirties and early 
forties to maintain liaison between the College and alumni by 
means of various publications slanted at the alumni. Thus there 
was The Kalumnian, a quarterly whose first issue was dated May, 
1928; later the name was changed to The Kalamazoo College 
Alumni News. This publication lasted through Volume II, Num
ber 3. But that issue was the dying gasp of Kalamazoo College 
alumni journalism for the duration of the thirties at least. Noth
ing was said about suspension of publication, but no papers fol
lowed. The members of the alumni association would seem to 
have had every reason to expect Number 4 of the quarterly in the 
spring of 1932, but no further issues were ever published. 

In lieu of documentary explanation, and in the absence of 
alumni publication files during the remainder of the thirties, the 
only possible conclusion would seem to be that alumni journalism 
fell a victim to the depression. Alumni interests were covered to 
some small degree in the regular issues of the Kalamazoo College 
Bulletin, that was published as a quarterly by the College, of 
which a complete file is extant up to the period when the alumni 
resumed their own publiCity activities. But the space in it given to 
alumni interests was of necessity extremely limited. Occasionally 
an "alumni number" brought recollections of the more adequate 
coverage during the early thirties and perhaps served as a proph
ecy of a better day to come. 

That day did not arrive until Homecoming time in October, 
1939, when a rejuvenated Alumni Association adopted a new 
constitution and by-laws. In November appeared a new alumni 
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publication without a name. The following January the second 
issue of the paper appeared under the head, The Kalumni News, 
the name selected by vote of the readers, a name that was retained 
during the life of the publication. 

In March, 1945, the first issue of The Kalamazoo College 
Alumnus appeared. The first four editors were Leonard Colby, 
Russell A. Strong, R. Lloyd Pobst, and Edward L. Lauth. Sub
sequently, the name of the present editor, Marilyn Hinkle, ap
peared at the masthead. 

In addition to editing the magazine, Miss Hinkle has been very 
active in advancing alumni activities as Director of Public Rela
tions since 1952. She has also played an important role in the 
whole general field covered by the term "public relations." As 
alumni secretary, she was the guiding force behind the various 
presidents of the national and regional Alumni Associations, the 
continuing focus of information and counsel for the changing 
elective officials. She has not only served the alumni officials but 
also college personnel in general. Many of her activities were 
anonymously contributed, known only to the college family. 

During its history The Kalamazoo College Alumnus became 
more thorough in its coverage. It increasingly tried to reflect all 
the varied interests of the widespread membership of the alumni 
associations. New features were added from time to time, but 
for the most part the contents were dictated by the wishes of the 
graduates to keep in touch with their college and with one an
other. The magazine remained first of all a newspaper. 

What were those alumni like for whom this publication was 
developed? 

Reflecting a statistical study made in 1933, the year when the 
first century of Kalamazoo College history ended, the authors of 
The Origins of American Scientists reported "that teaching and 
the ministry were preferred as careers among the older graduates, 
whereas in recent years graduates have gone increasingly into 
industry and business." 
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No such statistical study has been made for that period, but 
other types of evidence are available. The mere fact that the 
College enjoys national recognition in science study indicates 
that this field has continued to claim a large number of graduates. 
This group can therefore be taken for granted, along with the 
educators and ministers who had always formed a professional 
backlog for the graduates. But science as a professional objective 
is only a part of the story. Variety of occupation, along with the 
three career fields mentioned, furnishes the real focus of interest. 
Kalamazoo graduates entered many fields not often associated 
with a small liberal arts college. 

Here are a few, selected at random, merely in illustration of 
the statement that the professional interests have been varied dur
ing the period under review: head of the foreign staff of the Na
tional Geographic Magazine; assistant director of the F.B.I., in 
Washington, D.C.; social worker in Pekin, China, New Jersey, 
New York, and California; development engineer for a national 
corporation; chief engineer for the Buick Motor Company; Judge 
of Probate; Municipal Judge; Circuit Judge (the last three all in 
Kalamazoo); Judge of Recorder's Court, Detroit; State's Attorney, 
State Representative, and State Senator, all three positions held 
by one graduate, in North Dakota; program director and news 
analyst of Radio Station WKZO; an engineer engaged in Hood 
control work in the Orient and later in Utah, Arizona, Nevada, 
and California; patent lawyer and inventor, with 18 patents to 
his credit; assistant treasurer of Montgomery Ward & Company; 
designer of optical instruments; vice preSident and assistant man
ager of a national sportsmen's supply company; secretary of a 
national pharmaceutical company; stewardess for Pan-American 
World Airways; editor of a Portland, Oregon, trade journal; presi
dent of the Watervliet Paper Company; career officer in the De
partment of State, Washington, D.C.; treasurer of the A.T.&T.; 
comptroller of the Port of New York Authority; Technical Di
rector, U.S. Naval Ordnance Station, Inyokern; comptroller of 
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the City of Chicago; member of the Atomic Energy Commission; 
member of the editorial board of the March of Time; public rela
tions director of the Standard Oil Company of Indiana; executive 
vice president of a national advertising firm in New York. 

The list could be greatly extended. The samples of the variety 
of occupational interests of Kalamazoo alumni suggest that since 
the opening of the second century of the institution's history, and 
for perhaps a generation before that, the school's base of service 
to society has greatly broadened. Not that education and the 
ministry have been abandoned as Kalamazoo alumni occupations. 
Numerically perhaps more graduates enter those vocations than 
a quarter of a century ago, but proportionally science and a large 
variety of other fields claim the young men and women who 
graduate from Kalamazoo College. 

Whatever the occupation aimed at, Kalamazoo alumni have 
increasingly come to feel that the B.A. degree constitutes a preface 
for them, not a period. Their college careers have given more and 
more graduates the desire for advanced study. Statistics released 
at commencement time for the past five years giving the number 
of those who went into graduate work were: 31% in 1953,41% 
in 1954,33% in 1955,49% in 1956, and 30% in 1957. The Col
lege and the alumni groups as a whole understand that not all 
graduates should pursue advanced study, that some can serve 
society best by going directly into the work that they are fitted by 
their own aptitudes to do. But as in other institutions, at Kala
mazoo the number of those who undertake graduate study is some 
evidence of a wholesome scholastic climate on the campus. 

Where have the Kalamazoo alumni settled down to do their 
share of the work of the world? A geographical listing published 
in the Alumni Directory issue of the Kalamazoo College Bulletin 
in 1953 gives some revealing facts. As might have been expected, 
Michigan leads as the home state of Kalamazoo alumni, more 
than 2,500 working out their careers in that state. In terms of 
numbers, Illinois comes next, with more than 400. The other 
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two states touching Michigan's southern border, Indiana and 
Ohio, are represented by more than 200 each. Somewhat surpris
ingly, New York state is home to more Kalamazoo graduates than 
either of them, and even California is the home state of more 
than 200 Kalamazoo alumni. Every state in the Union is repre
sented in the alumni geographical listing; so are the District of 
Columbia, Alaska, and Hawaii. (In the District of Columbia, 
J. Edgar Hoover is listed with 25 others-by virtue of the fact that 
in 1937 the College conferred on him an honorary degree, making 
him an honorary alumnus.) The states with the fewest resident 
alumni are Mississippi and Utah-one name for each. North 
Dakota, South Carolina, and Vermont are next lowest, with two 
names each. Eighteen foreign countries are represented in the list. 

In this record the emphasiS has of necessity been placed on 
careers that are unusual, because of the news value connected 
with them. The life work of most of the graduates of Kalamazoo 
College, like that of alumni of any college, is largely undramatic 
and lacking in the picturesqueness that wins public attention. 
Such graduates are no less important for that fact; in the aggregate 
of their unheralded service they are the real reason for the very 
existence of the College. The makers of headline careers deserve 
the accolade accorded them, but the men and women who do the 
world's work without expecting special acclaim are the ones who 
form the backbone of the national Alumni Association. For every 
Who's Who figure there must needs be dozens whose talent con
sists in their serving undramatically in the ranks; as individuals 
they do not get headlines, as a group they are synonymous with 
the strength and spirit of the College. 

II6
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End oj the Everton Administration 

BUT ALL WAS NOT WELL with Kalamazoo College in spite of the 
fact that a three million dollar development program had been 
projected and partially carried out, and in spite of the fact that 
ambitious Convocations had been staged as an appeal to the gen
eral public. Financially the College had not recovered from the 
blows of the thirties as much as it should have done. Instead of 
matching with institutional prosperity the recovery of the general 
American economy, its financial position had deteriorated. Unlike 
World War II, the Korean War did not furnish even a deceptive 
campus prosperity; the student enrollment was not bolstered and 
the student dormitories were not filled with units whose expenses 
were paid by the government. Instead, regular members of classes 
were drained away unobtrusively; because of enlistments and calls 
from draft boards classes could not be expected to maintain their 
full membership to the end of any given semester. 

The period, moreover, felt the full brunt of the effect of what 
has sometimes been picturesquely called the "baby famine." 
When the Everton administration began in 1949, the babies 
born in the early thirties were ready for enrollment in the &esh
man class. And contraction of the "baby crop" of the depression 
period inevitably resulted in lowered freshman enrollment in the 
late forties and early fifties. The whole educational world felt the 
shock of this cause-and-effect process; for a small college that had 
not recovered sufficiently to be able to wait out the coming of the 
product of the new population increase that would be inevitable 
a few years later, the enrollment famine was serious. 
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But it and other causes resulted in the necessity for contraction 
-in offerings and hence in teaching personnel. And contraction 
is inevitably accompanied by stresses and strains that sometimes 
stretch tempers and emotions to the breaking point. When a col
lege president is forced drastically to reduce his staff because funds 
are lacking to maintain the accustomed services, instead of ex· 
panding educationally, no one is happy, neither faculty nor stu' 
dents. 

Trouble developed some weeks after the opening of school in 
September, 1952. That grievances had been festering among the 
students for some time became clear at the point of eruption, al
though many of the Faculty and staff members had remained 
unconscious of them. On the surface, the life of the College had 
shown no departure from the normal. Students' gripes of course 
there were; they are always present in any college; faculty mem
bers expect them and regard them with a half-humorous eye as 
being wholesomely normal displays of human nature. 

On the morning of October 28, 1952, maintenance men who 
opened the buildings found that during the night Stetson Chapel 
had been entered. A considerable number of pews had been taken 
up from the Boor of the auditorium-not broken loose as at first 
charged, but unscrewed with some care-and piled up in the 
narthex. Chapel that day had to be held on the third Boor of 
Bowen Hall, and it was some days before the physical dislocations 
at Stetson Chapel had been corrected. 

This display of apparent vandalism turned out to be a new 
version of a student strike against administration policies-not a 
strike of the student body as a whole, not even of a large percent
age of students. A relatively small group had staged the affair 
with a deliberation and calculated execution that was in sharp 
contrast to the usual student explosions. Investigations later con
ducted over a period of several months showed that there were 
only 28 students personally involved in the affair. Their conten
tion, as brought out in numerous investigations, was that they 
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had had no desire to indulge in mere vandalism, that their act had 
been a way of dramatizing a fixed determination to have their 
grievances given the consideration by the administration that they 
claimed had been denied them. 

There were of course endless investigations and conferences on 
all levels of campus organization, particularly a series of meetings 
by a group made up of officially designated members of the ad
ministration and of the student body. It is perhaps in point to 
note here that it was not at all a case of administration versus 
student body; many of the student members were as passionately 
hostile to the men who staged the Stetson Chapel affair as any 
staff members could have been. The Board of Trustees again 
played a prominent role in resolving the difficulties, particularly 
in the person of George K. Ferguson, an alumnus, who at the time 
was serving as chairman of the Board. 

The upshot was again an armistice, by the terms of which the 
students involved were given appropriate penalties short of dis
missal, penalties that they freely accepted to balance administra
tion assurances that their grievances would be given the hearing 
the students demanded. The names of the students involved in 
the affair were never made public, but all of them accepted re
sponsibility freely. 

It was while the negotiations were still in progress, during the 
Christmas holidays of 1952, that the Ford Foundation appointed 
President Everton to serve as its educational representative in 
Burma, on a specific temporary mission. The President was given 
a leave of absence to enable him to accept the assignment, and he 
left for Rangoon at the opening of the second semester, Dr. Harold 
T. Smith for the staff and Dr. Richard U. Light for the Board of 
Trustees taking over the administration of the College during the 
interim period. When Dr. Everton returned in April, on a pre
viously scheduled visit to the College, he submitted his resigna
tion. 

The administration begun in 1949 had come to an end. 
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Interim 

ALL TIllS TIME, over a period of three administrations, something 
that may almost be called a state of crisis had gradually been 
building up under the surface. "Crisis" may be too dramatic a 
word as a description of the situation. To the general public, even 
to that segment of it that was deeply and personally involved in 
the life of the College, the events of the thirties and forties looked 
like accidents on a somewhat grandiose scale that reached a series 
of dramatic climaxes; in no sense did they appear to have been 
inevitable, the results of causes imbedded in an institutional situa
tion that could be expected to yield only to major surgery. Most 
people looking at the institution that had been an important part 
of the life of Kalamazoo felt that the College was merely going 
through a difficult period, that in due course the creative forces 
of life would re-assert themselves and that the College would 
return to a state of health and vigor. 

It can confidently be stated on the evidence of contemporary 
living persons that the members of the Faculty themselves were 
not conscious of a situation amounting to a crisis. They did not 
sense the fact that the administrative disturbances were symptoms 
of a deeper trouble, a condition that could not be corrected by 
applying mere palliatives. Like the public in general, they some
what vaguely attributed most of the institution's difficulties to 
dislocations resulting from the depression and from wartime ab
normalities. "Crisis" was not a word they mentally associated with 
the state of their college. That the institution might be headed 
for possible collapse seemed inconceivable to the average faculty 
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member who was investing his life in implementing its educa
tional program. ; 

One of those who saw it in its many-sided implications-not a 
faculty member-was Dr. Light, who assumed chief executive 
control when the Everton administration came to an end. During 
the nine months' interim period he first made a searching diagnosis 
of what the trouble was and then furnished the leadership in tak
ing the necessary steps for a cure. 

He had been named a member of the Board of Trustees in 1951. 
The Board's estimate of him was such that as soon as a vacancy 
occurred in the chairmanship in 1954 he was elected to the posi
tion; and that same year he was given public recognition for his 
services to the College. Here is a brief quotation from a citation 
awarded him in June, 1954: 

The role Dr. Light has played for several years, and is playing today, 
in the life of the College is such that this accolade is but a small re
turn on the investment that he has made in our institution. The public 
"will little note nor long remember what we say here," but no one who 
loves Kalamazoo College can forget what he has done and is doing 
here. 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees, driving force in the successful 
Convocations of 1951 and 1952, an architect of the school's new finan
cial structure, and an inspiration for the development of the insti
tution's educational program for the future-in all these and other 
capacities he has shown himself an educational statesman councilor. 
His faith in the College is one that removes mountains-mountains of 
doubt and uncertainty; and it is rearing on this campus a solid struc
ture of physical and spiritual development. 

Dr. Light was ably supported by Dr. Smith, who had worked 
for years to build up a modem scientific business department. The 
foundations he had laid proved to be adequate and solid when the 
time came for erecting a new economic structure for the College. 
Under the title of Administrative Head of Kalamazoo College, 
Dr. Smith served during the interim period. On June 6, 1953, the 
Faculty voted him a citation that was spread upon the minutes 
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of the Faculty. It commended him "for the splendid leadership 
which he has given as Administrative Head of the College during 
the past semesters. We feel that he has done much to promote a 
spirit of cooperation and unity within the Faculty and Student 
Body." In 1957 he resigned as Vice President and business man
ager of the College to join the W. E. Upjohn Institute of Com
munity Research. His new position involved work on projects in 
the fields of business and economics in Kalamazoo County. Stuart 
H. Simpson, who had joined the staff in 1953, and who was serv
ing as director of admissions and assistant to the President, was 
named business manager to fill the vacancy. 

Drawn into the affairs of the College during the administration 
of Dr. Everton, Dr. Light was an "outsider," not a member of the 
"family." But if it is true that he was adopted by the College, it is 
still more true that he adopted the College; if a pet Rooseveltian 
term may be employed, the College became his "baby." He was 
not an alumnus; Yale was his alma mater, and his professional 
scholastic background was at the School of Medicine of the Uni
versity of Michigan. His professional career in neuro-surgery and 
in geographical explorations had connected him with Harvard, 
Yale, the University of Rochester, and the American Geographical 
Society. From that wider field he turned his sights to what some 
may have regarded as a provincial interest-a small college in his 
home community. He did so with his whole heart and soul; from 
the very start he gave Kalamazoo College his abundant energy, 
in service, in interest, in guidance, in leadership. Lest those who 
find it hard to understand such selfless devotion should get the 
wrong impression, it may be necessary to add that there was no 
salary connected with his services, rather that he gave of his own 
funds as well as of his time and labor. 

He asked himself and his associates why this institution that 
seemed to have all the potentialities of a great small college did not 
respond to the nation's boom economy to the same degree to which 
many other institutions had responded. The beautiful campus, 
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the generous plant and equipment, a tradition of more than a 
century of educational service, a faculty that contained many men 
and women the dedication of whose genuine talents had proved 
their devotion to the College, a liberal arts program of high stand
ing, a national reputation in the teaching of science, a body of 
alumni giving not merely lip service to their alma mater but the 
service of action as well, a community good will that was spon
taneous and not merely a reHection of a public relations program
such were some of the items that incubated the question why 
Kalamazoo College continued to labor under a sense of strain 
toward the end of the forties. The nation as a whole had achieved 
a degree of economic recovery by the middle of the thirties. Why 
was not a similar recovery found on the Kalamazoo campus? 

Such recovery as there had been was to some degree like the 
prosperity in business based on wartime conditions. During the 
war years, when the tread of marching soldier feet had resounded 
throughout the halls and classrooms, the enrollment problem had 
temporarily been solved, and government funds had taken the 
place in part of dividends from endowments that had evaporated 
in considerable degree as noted earlier in this record. Thus the 
realities of the situation were obscured for the general public, and 
even for many of those whose lives and work were involved in the 
maintenance of economic and scholastic health on the campus. 
Perhaps because he was an "outsider," Dr. Light could see the 
picture as a whole and could evaluate it with objectivity. He could 
see that the wartime "prosperity" had been deceptive as a basis 
for long-term development, that it was not enough merely to mark 
time, that a program of reorganization and economic and scho
lastic reconstruction was needed. 

Not only had the easing of the enrollment problem during the 
war been merely temporary, it had resulted in added problems 
when the guns had fallen silent, so that the College could not be 
expected to remain permanently on the plateau of wartime se
curity it had attained. There had been much necessary expansion, 
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but when the enrollment went through an inevitable process of 
contraction, the added equipment, facilities, building space, and 
faculty became a liability rather than an asset. Some, at least, of 
the troubles of administration stemmed from the disparity be
tween all that a soundly healthy enrollment stands for in a college 
and an over-expanded equipment provided under abnormal con
ditions. 

In brief, heroic measures were needed to place the College on 
a firm economic and scholastic foundation, and Dr. Light rea
soned that in the long run the latter was dependent on the former. 
Money must be found not merely to maintain a strong faculty, but 
to make it stronger, so that the term "superior" could honestly 
apply to it. To the solid core of superior teachers who had long 
given the distinction of their scholarship to the institution others 
must be added, and this process must be a continuing program 
that in time would be taken for granted as normal. 

The reconstruction process began during the Everton admin
istration. The Convocations already described, with their two
pronged cultural and financial objectives, were the first fruits of 
the program. The money angle may merit first consideration. 

The Improvement Fund campaigns, later to be named Annual 
Fund, had been held each fall since 1940, its announced purpose 
in the early years to care for current expenses. On April 14, 1953, 
the Board of Trustees "gratefully acknowledged an offer of chal
lenge gifts from an anonymous donor." The amount of $25,000 
was allotted for the fiscal year, July I, 1953, to June 30, 1954, and 
$15,000 thereafter for four years on condition of a successful An
nual Fund drive on the part of the College. The challenge gift 
greatly stimulated the fund-raising activities, and it was never 
necessary to forfeit the gift. The 1956 drive, the last one for which 
figures are available, reached the all-time high of $127,83°,46. 

One of the new objectives was to build a superior faculty in 
anticipation of the new administration that would in due time 
replace the temporary regime. Lack of funds had for years made 
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it impossible for the College to enter the competitive teacher 
market and engage the best material that could be found. Dr. 
Light believed that the primary emphasis must be upon the build
ing of a truly superior faculty. In general the faculty members 
who had served for many years answered that description, but 
whenever inevitable replacements and additions were made the 
College was limited to a choice of untrained recruits. The new 
plan was to bid for the services of trained men and women with 
years of successful experience behind them, so that the Kalamazoo 
students would have the best service in the educational market. 
The hope was to select all new faculty personnel not from those 
who were looking for a position, but from teachers whom competi
tive institutions in the educational market were anxious to retain. 

This ideal was brought to something like an experimental reali
zation through the generosity of several friends of the College who 
provided funds for what may perhaps be called a salary pump
priming device. The donors contributed $60,000, in five annual 
installments, for the engagement of "seasoned, experienced" teach
ers at salaries above those permitted by the budget. Six such teach
ers were engaged. The thought underlying that experimental de
vice was that in due time the salaries provided in excess of the 
budget provision would have a tendency to raise the salaries of all 
teachers, old as well as new, so that the "abnormal" temporary 
figures of a few would become normal for all. That trend had be
gun when this was written. 

The next step was the adoption of a guaranteed salary program 
for the whole Faculty, in which teacher salaries are protected by 
student tuition funds. Widely known in the educational world 
as the Ruml Budget Plan, it is a system whereby the total tuition 
income is allocated to the total salary budget. This is achieved by 
the so-called Rule of Twenty. To take a sentence from the Ruml 
Plan: "Multiply the standard tuition rate of the college by 20

this gives what should be this college's average teaching salary." 
Except for the substitution of 16 for 20, this plan was accepted 
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for ~pplication to the Kalamazoo College situation; a ratio of 16 
students to one teacher, adopted by the College for enrollment 
purposes, is geared to this modification of the Plan. The program 
was accepted by the Board of Trustees on the recommendation of 
Dr. Light, who had worked out the details after careful study, 
including a personal conference with Beardsley Ruml himself. 

This plan was the outgrowth of a tenure system adopted by 
joint action of the Board and Faculty, in 1950. In 1953, when 
weaknesses were discovered that called for further action, the 
Trustees came to feel that both Faculty and Administration would 
be better served by a new agreement. 

By stages in the thinking of the Faculty and Board, the tenure 
plan developed into what finally came to be called a "Plan for 
Employment for the Teaching Faculty of Kalamazoo College." 
The first draft was changed at a meeting of the Trustee Tenure 
Committee in August, 1956, and was further revised by the 
Faculty Tenure Committee on October 24, 1956. 

The system is described as one "which supports the administra
tion in building and holding a competent faculty, which promotes 
security and independence for the teacher in the performance of 
his professional duties, and which provides incentive to members 
of the faculty to set and maintain high teaching standards indi
vidually, and to guard the integrity of the college as a group." 

Four states of rank are provided for: Instructor, Assistant Pro
fessor, Associate Professor, and Professor. The Plan aims to "estab
lish salaries at levels which compete successfully, not only with 
other teaching institutions, but also with industry and commerce." 
When salaries are set at "levels higher than those prevailing in 
competitive colleges, the purpose is two-fold. First, to inspire the 
effort and the best performance on the part of the faculty; second, 
to attract and hold persons desired by this institution who would 
otherwise be lost to other endeavors." 

Under the head of salary, the following provision is incorpo
rated: "The 'Ruml Budget Plan,' adopted by the Board of Trus
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tees April 14, 1953, and placed in partial operation then, shall 
move toward its final stages beginning July 1, 1956. Under this 
plan the total sum represented in the budget under 'Tuition and 
Instruction' is segregated for the benefit of the teaching faculty. 
From this sum salaries are derived, and amounts not used imme
diately in salaries are set aside in a Salary Stabilization Reserve to 
be expended to the teaching faculty in subsequent years." 

Under the Plan, the "teacher is encouraged to improve in every 
way the effectiveness of his instruction. The Plan in tum rewards 
improvements in teaching effectiveness by higher salaries. Higher 
salaries in tum attract more able people into the profession." 

Salaries will rise, it is assumed, with the "increase in effective
ness of the teaching program, and also with increase in that part 
of the charge to students represented by Tuition and Instruction. 
As for tuition, it is evident that the comparative position of a col
lege runs parallel to its reputation in general and to its teaching 
in particular. Upon these premises, substantial increases in salary 
are possible, and in fact are projected for this institution. The de
termination of salary in individual cases shall rest on the indi
vidual's ability and performance as determined by the administra
tion and approved by the Committee on Faculty of the Board of 
Trustees." Salary supplements, as in the case of the Ford Founda
tion grants, are to be added to the amounts scheduled under the 
Ruml Plan. 

No summer sessions are contemplated. The College "recognizes 
the importance of the summer period in the teacher's develop
ment, and encourages the faculty to undertake research, study, 
writing, travel or other pursuits promoting professional growth." 

The retirement age, subject to modifications in the way of 
limited extension and provision for premature retirement, is 
June 30th following the teacher's 65th birthday. The College is 
enrolled in the Teachers' Insurance and Annuity Association and 
the College Retirement Equities Fund Plan, and all college em
ployees are covered by Old Age and Survivors' Insurance. 
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The tenure plan provides continuous appointment at the con
clusion of the minimum probationary period established at the dis
cretion of the administration. There will be term contracts "only 
during the probationary period or in situations where the em
ployment span is actually of limited duration, as with temporary 
substitutions or with persons past retirement age." 

Protection of professional freedoms is provided. In case of dis
missal, "opportunity is given to the individual in each rank to 
have his grievances reviewed before a representative committee of 
his colleagues. Cause for requesting such review exists if there 
has been an alleged unfairness, or if freedom of speech, scholarly 
independence or political or religious viewpoints are in question. 
No teacher, unless required by law, shall be required to sign an 
oath of allegiance that stigmatizes him as being different in char
acter from ordinary citizens." 

Notice of dismissal, or not to re-appoint, is to be given prior to 
February 1st, and the teacher is to be furnished with a written 
review of his work and reasons for dismissal, by the President. 
His services are to continue until the following June, "predicated 
upon the rendering of loyal and co-operative service to the institu
tion by the incumbent up to the time of his final separation. Fail
ure in this respect shall constitute grounds for immediate termina
tion of duties and cessation of pay." Finally, provision is made for 
an annual re-evaluation of the plan by a joint faculty-trustee com
mittee. 

One of the major aims of the Plan, "to establish salaries at levels 
which compete successfully, not only with other teaching institu
tions, but also with industry and commerce," was given added 
meaning soon after the Plan was adopted, and by no less a person 
than Beardsley Ruml himself. 

In the April, 1957, Atlantic, under the title "Pay and the Pro
fessor," he had something to say about college teacher salaries that 
may surprise those who feel that the new plans for Kalamazoo 
College have an element of extravagance in them. He does not 
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mention any institution by name, but he is writing about just 
such colleges as Kalamazoo. According to his findings, virtually 
all liberal arts college salaries are still below par in comparison 
with the salaries that are paid in industry and commerce, in spite 
of the increases that have been won in recent years. A salary of 
$3,000 fifty years ago for a professor with a wife and two depend
ents would have to be raised today to $11,200 "in order to have the 
equivalent economic status" with that of the teacher at the turn of 
the century. The $4,000 salary of 1900 would have to be raised to 
$15,580 today, the $5,000 figure to $20,345, the $7,000 salary to 
$31,250. Dr. Ruml adds: "In those happy, not too distant days" 
-that is, 50 years ago-"a first-class professor was considered eco
nomically as worthy as a first-class anybody else who was working 
for pay and not risking his own capital." The $3,000 and $4,000 
figures cited by Dr. Ruml are the only ones with any relevance to 
Kalamazoo College. There were no such salaries at Kalamazoo in 
1900, but at the beginning of the period under review in this rec
ord, 1933, the salary of most full professors was between $3,600 
and $4,000. At the close of the period the salary schedules had not 
yet been doubled, to say nothing of being tripled, as suggested in 
the economic suppositions of Dr. Ruml. 

Still on the general economic front but less immediately in 
terms of dollars and cents (all steps taken were for the purpose of 
strengthening the financial and hence the scholastic structure of 
the College), the Board of Trustees undertook to reorganize itself 
and to rejuvenate its membership. It was felt by the body as a 
whole that the word "rejuvenate" had urgent application. The 
average age of the membership was such that the infusion of 
younger blood appeared highly desirable. Many of the members 
had given the anxious thought of the best years of their lives to 
the affairs of the College, with no hope of reward save the con
sciousness of doing a work worth doing. They were ready to yield 
to new ideas, new initiative. So they adopted a retirement age of 
72 for themselves, at which time a member would acquire the 
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emeritus status, with the right to attend all meetings, take part in 
all discussions, without the right to vote. Through this step new 
people were brought in who strengthened the Board. 

A second step taken under the head of Board reconstruction 
was: (a) "to eliminate restrictions pertaining to church affiliation 
in the case of the President, and (b) to reduce the requirement 
from a majority to 25 percent of the total number of Trustees who 
must be members in good standing of regular Baptist churches." 

A policy was adopted to strengthen the bonds between the Col
lege and the Baptist denomination. For various reasons those 
bonds had been so weakened over a period of years that the con
nection between the College and the denomination with which 
it was related, if not legally affiliated, had become tenuous. On 
April 15, 1953, the executive committee of the Michigan Baptist 
Convention was invited to nominate three or more persons to 
serve on the Board of Trustees, two of them to be elected by the 
Board of Trustees, one of them to serve on its executive commit
tee. The Board of Education and Publications of the American 
Baptist Convention was invited to nominate two or more persons 
to serve on the Board, one of them to be elected by the Board. The 
office of Vice President in Charge of Church Relations was estab
lished, to be filled by a member of the Baptist denomination, 
chosen by the Board of the College, to act in a public relations or 
liaison capacity, both on campus and off, for the purpose of ce
menting the relations of the College and the churches of Michi
gan and adjacent areas. Lloyd Averill, Dean of Stetson Chapel, 
was selected for this position. 

On the scholastic side, Dr. Light initiated a long-term self-study 
by the Faculty. Appearing at several faculty meetings during the 
interim period, he suggested a searching self-analysis in all aca
demic departments through surveys whose purpose was to 
strengthen the various disciplines. This study was continued 
through the opening years of the new administration and was 
not completed at the close of the period under review. 
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Perhaps the story of how the College met the crisis during the 
interim period gives the impression that Dr. Light brought about 
the reorganization solo fashion. He provided the inspiration that 
sparked the program, and he personally did a great deal of the 
work involved in the steps that were necessary, but he worked 
through the Board of Trustees as a whole and with the cooperation 
of its members. They accepted his leadership and worked with 
him to give the College the firm foundation that was the object of 
all the reforms. Most of the things begun by Dr. Light during the 
interim period have been continued and are in the process of be
ing completed. 

All steps taken by the governing body were for the purpose of 
increasing the educational opportunities of the students. Funda
mentally the student is the object of every donor's dollar, of all 
efforts of the Board of Trustees, Faculty, and Administration. The 
student's increased capacity for service to society is the dividend 
that the donors and workers expect on their investment, be it a 
one-talent or a many-talents amount. When a scientist trained on 
the Kalamazoo campus helped to invent a device that aided Amer
ica in winning the second World War; when a graduate devel
oped medical techniques that saved human life; when a former 
student contributed to his country's literature Call of these things 
happened)-they declared those dividends not for themselves 
alone but for the College and in favor of those who had made an 
investment in the institution. Such dividends are indirect, so that 
they cannot be tabulated on a banker's balance sheet, but they are 
no less real for all that. 

Much of the work of reorganization and reconstruction looked 
forward to the selection of a new President. The appointment was 
delayed for some time to clear the decks for the new era that it was 
hoped would begin with the coming to the College of the new 
leadership. 
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SEPTEMBER, 1953, brought the appointment of Dr. Weimer K. 
Hicks as the twelfth President of Kalamazoo College. He had 
been selected after a careful screening of 80 possibilities. A mid
westerner by birth (Topeka, Kanasa, 1909), Dr. Hicks went east 
for his academic training and early professional work. He attended 
the Peddie School, Hightstown, New Jersey, then entered Prince
ton, from which institution he received his B.A. degree in 1932, 
with a major in geology. Later he earned an M.A. degree from 
Cornell University in school administration, and he was awarded 
an honorary degree by Ripon College, Wisconsin, in 1949. 

After graduation in 1932 he joined the staff of the Peddie 
School, serving as teacher of English and administrator in admis
sions and public relations. In 1943 he assumed the presidency of 
the Baptist sponsored Wayland Academy, Beaver Dam, Wiscon
sin. Credited with doubling the enrollment and the physical plant 
and raising the scholastic position of that institution to first rank, 
he won an assured position of leadership in mid-western educa
tion. 

The timing of the new administration's opening was peculiarly 
fortunate through the unconscious force of events. The enroll
ment pattern was just turning from minus to plus in response to 
an increased birthrate cycle. The financial picture was taking on 
much brighter tones. These and other circumstances generated a 
spirit of good will and optimism that was reBected in the com
munity and institutional hospitality extended to the new leader. 

Dr. Hicks was inaugurated on May 7, 1954. In accepting the 
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charge to assume the task that lay before him, he sounded the note 
of what he called the "margin of uniqueness" of the institution 
he was to lead: "This margin of uniqueness is found in our sincere 
belief in the value of the liberal arts as a strength for a free society, 
in the Christian heritage which commits it to a constant search 
for the eternal truths, and in the individualized program which 
brings its undergraduates under the benign influence of a conse
crated faculty." 

Enrollment was the new President's first concern. The student 
population had reached a nadir of 356 in 1953-54. In the fall of 
1954 the freshman enrollment was immediately raised to 207, and 
the following year the entering class was filled to overflowing. The 
total college enrollment progressed from the 356 low to 440 to 
51o to 570. Last year and at present there was a full enrollment, 
but with some proposed adjustments the college is looking toward 
a maximum enrollment of 630 by 1958. 

While it is easy to agree with the assertion that Kalamazoo 
College has always had its quota of superior students, many of 
them very high grade, it is only honest to admit that up until re
cently the College has always had an admissions problem. Con
fronted with vacant rooms in dormitories, rising costs as a result of 
inflation, decreasing enrollments because of depressions, an over
head out of proportion to income because of expansion required 
by the logic of growth-confronted with such situations, the ad
missions realities have not always matched scholastic desires. The 
College has in fact never had a superior admissions program com
parable to those of the school's normal competitors, until recently. 
The tendency always was to admit some weak students along with 
superior material. There never was a real waiting list, except in 
G.I. years, until the 1956-57 and 1957-58 college terms. During 
those years the matriculation of students was for the first time 
truly selective. This result was achieved by an expanded admis
sions staff and an increased recruitment appropriation. In this 
area lies a real contribution of the current administration. 
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An exhaustive study of the enrollment at the College was made 
in 1955 under the leadership of Dr. Laurence N. Barrett. The 
investigation arrived at approximately 630 students as the most 
effective enrollment figure, representing a 16 to 1 student-faculty 
ratio. Arrived at after a study of enrollment figures in many col
leges, the statistics took into consideration such things as campus 
equipment, classroom space, size of classes, and so on. 

During the years since assuming office, President Hicks, in co
operation with the Board of Trustees, gave attention to matching 
a growing student enrollment with a larger faculty whose older 
and newer members are characterized by scholarly distinction. 
When he arrived in Kalamazoo in 1954, after reviewing the past 
of the College, President Hicks paid tribute to the staff he found: 
'Whatever success has been ours in the past has come because of 
a superior Faculty." Three years later, in 1957, he could report: 
"It is fair to say that our Faculty has been rebuilt through the ad
dition of selected scholars and through the impetus that their 
leadership has placed upon others whose strengths were well 
known to us." 

At the time of the coming of the new leadership the moment 
was right and the campus climate was favorable for a forward 
push all along the line. The first four years of the new administra
tion were marked by a consistent growth in enrollment, faculty 
strength, campus equipment, and in other ways that can be meas
ured by factual and statistical tests. 

And along with advancements that can be so measured there 
were more intangible but equally important improvements in the 
campus esprit de corps. Student government and faculty admin
istration were reorganized, and a closer relationship was estab
lished between the Faculty and the Board of Trustees. 

Chance made the administration the beneficiary of one of the 
largest donations in the history of the College, a gift that uncon
sciously generated much good will for the new leadership in a 
new era. On the very day when President Hicks assumed office, 
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Mrs. Winifred Dewing Wallace died, leaving a legacy to the 
College of $1,327,749. Mrs. Wallace had served on the Women's 
Council for some years and her earlier donations had been gen
erous and liberal. 

The importance of the Wallace bequest was recognized in 1956 
when Mrs. Wallace was awarded posthumously the Ninth Bien
nial Citation for exceptional educational philanthropy by the 
board of directors of Who's Who in America, in recognition of 
her bequest. The citation characterized Mrs. Wallace "as the 
donor of the most substantial gift in relation to total endowment 
and plant value brought to the attention of the editors during the 
period from July I, 1953 through June 30, 1955." In the award 
Mrs. Wallace, born Winifred Dewing, was described as a mem
ber of one of Kalamazoo's oldest families, whose interest in the 
College was of long standing through her membership On the 
Women's Council and her contributions to the library and the 
English Department. 

There was at nrst a disposition On the part of the public to as
sume that, because of the Wallace bequest, the institution's nscal 
problems had all been solved. But President Hicks was quick to 
point out that much remained to be done to insure the economic 
stability of the College. 

Commenting on the bequest, in the October, 1954, Alumnus, 
he explained that the bequest did not mean that it was possible 
to relax efforts to reach a minimum of at least $5,000,000 endow
ment, preferably a $10,000,000 ngure, for the most effective ad
ministration of the total program of the College. Nor did it mean 
a relaxation of the Annual Fund program, needed "to counteract 
effects of inflation on our budgetary operations." 

Turning from the negative to the positive, he added: 

In accordance with Mrs. Wallace's will, the money will be added to 
our endowment. Our annual returns should approach $7°,000. This 
will obviously be a great boon to the College. However, there are 
certain stark realities which I must call to your attention, for we dare 
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not develop an attitude of complacency toward our financial picture. 
First of all, this bequest will mean that salaries can be raised to a 
living wage. It will mean that we can increase our library to keep pace 
with the standards expected by Phi Beta Kappa. Harmon Hall can be 
amortized in accordance with the policies suggested at the time of 
its building. It will mean that our public relations program can be 
broadened. 

On December 13, 1955, the Kalamazoo College financial status 
was improved still more when the College became the beneficiary, 
locally along with Nazareth College and the two Kalamazoo 
hospitals, of Ford Foundation gifts that, nationally, amounted to 
$500,000,000. The amount received by Kalamazoo College as an 
addition to its endowment funds for salary increases was $163,000. 

Early in the administration of President Hicks work was set in 
motion for a new building program that was still in progress, at an 
increased tempo, at the close of the period under review. On 
the morning of May 23, 1955, students, Faculty, Trustees, and 
friends of the College gathered on the lawn east of Olds Science 
Hall for the ceremonies of breaking ground for the Louis C. 
Upton Science Hall that is today the newest physical plant on the 
campus for the preparation of scientists. Erected at a cost of $380,
000, the new building was the first major construction project in 
eight years. The erection of this new home of the Biological Sci
ences brought to realization planning that had extended over 
nearly a quarter of a century. Originally the plans were given 
their motivation through a legacy of $80,000 from the late R. E. 
OIds of East Lansing, who was also the donor of Olds Science 
Hall. Additional funds were acquired for the project from the de
velopment program campaign of 195 I-52, for which contributions 
were made by the alumni and friends of the College. 

The planning, however, remained dormant until the summer 
of 1954, when gifts were made by Mrs. Louis C. Upton, person
nel of the Whirlpool Corporation, and their business friends and 
associates, as a memorial to the late Louis C. Upton. who served 
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as a member of the Board of Trustees from 1948 until his death 
October 9, 195 2 • 

No pains were spared to make the Upton Science Hall a com
pletely modem home of a well-equipped biology department. The 
laboratories and lecture rooms, for many years scattered rather 
awkwardly through Bowen Hall, were integrated into a closely 
knit and organically uniform plant, under the personal supervi
sion of Miss Frances Diebold, for many years head of the Biology 
Department, of whom Dr. Light said, at the dedication exercises: 
"Her achievements attracted national fame." In planning the new 
home of the department, Professor Diebold was ably seconded and 
assisted by Dr. H. Lewis Batts, Jr., an alumnus of the College who 
joined the Faculty in 1950. 

In addition to serving the Department of Biology, the new 
building also became the home of the Department of Mathemat
ics, which had always been housed in Bowen Hall but which, of 
course, logically belongs in the Science Building. 

Almost before the completion of the Upton Science Hall, plans 
had been set afoot for an addition to Mary Trowbridge House. 
Construction of the new wing at a cost of $370,000 was begun 
late in 1956 and it was completed for occupancy for the 1957-58 
school session. Urgency was indicated by the fact that the wom
en's dormitory facilities were so greatly taxed during 1956-57 
that some women students had to be housed that year in private 
homes. 

The new unit is a four-story structure that accommodates 90 
girls in sets of two double rooms with connecting baths, three 
lounges, and accommodations for two house supervisors. The 
$350,000 outlay for the project included the cost of furnishings, 
the financing being provided by corporation and personal gifts. 
The project had its inception in a "challenge gift" of $50,000 by 
the Kresge Foundation, carrying the proviso that the remaining 
funds be assembled before the end of 1957. 

In its very nature the erection of buildings on any campus gets 
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a disproportionate amount of public attention. Each unit that is 
added dramatizes for the public the somewhat undramatic proc
esses of education. The real work of a college goes on daily and 
hourly below the surface of public attention; education, like na
ture, does its most important work at the roots, in the subsoil of 
life. But the erection of buildings can be seen and hence it wins 
public attention, as is shown at any building operation by the 
crowds of sidewalk onlookers who are perennially fascinated by 
the work in progress. 

But Kalamazoo College has never lost sight of the fact that the 
campus buildings are not the heart of the College, only necessary 
and convenient accessories. The first statement in the Ritual of 
Recognition for New Students voices this fact: "Kalamazoo Col
lege is a Fellowship in Learning. It is not land and buildings. 
These are but the shell of a congenial group life that has persisted 
here for more than a century." 

In 1957 announcement was made of the development of what 
was described as a "million dollar art center." In conformity with 
the fixed policy of the College to serve the community in its ed
ucational program and to unite with all other agencies that have 
similar objectives, the art center project involved the combined 
efforts of the College, the Kalamazoo Foundation, and the Kala
mazoo Institute of Arts to give the community one of the major 
art centers of the Middle West, with facilities surpassing those of 
most cities of Kalamazoo's size in the nation. The idea originated 
with the Kalamazoo Foundation as a part of its continuing pro
gram of contributing to the welfare and progress of the city. 

For the College the project began in 1956 with the purchase of 
the Alfred Connable estate, recognized as one of the most beauti
ful sites in the city. It is located about two blocks west of the cam
pus, on a hilltop in a parklike area with an elevation that gives a 
view over a large section of the city. The preliminary plans involve 
the erection of a community art center on the east face of the slop
ing hillside just west of Monroe Street where West Main Street 
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and Grand Avenue run together in a triangle, fonning a city
owned park. The hilltop as a whole has an area of about six acres. 

The art center building, in cooperation with the Kalamazoo 
Institute of Arts, will serve as the home of the Department of Art 
and of the Institute of Arts. While the College and the Institute of 
Arts will maintain their individual identities, the teaching person
nel and classroom and studio equipment will be common to both, 
and interchangeable academic credits will be available to the stu' 
dents of both institutions. In part this had already been achieved 
before the new building program was initiated; in the future it 
will be possible to attain this end in a physical sense also. 

The Kalamazoo Foundation was involved largely in financing 
the project and in acquiring the property on which the art center 
building will be erected. It assembled an endowment of $500,000 
in various assets, the income from which will assure a comprehen
sive community program. The other half of the million dollar 
fund, the initial plans contemplated, was to be raised in a subsCrip
tion campaign, to provide funds for the construction of the new 
art center building. (As this is written, that part of the program 
had only just entered the planning stage.) 

Eero Saarinen, Bloomfield Hills, internationally noted architect 
who has designed major projects both in this country and in Eur
ope, was retained to design the new art center building. He is the 
architect of the new American Embassy building in London. 

The Department of Art at Kalamazoo College dates back to 
1930, when its offerings appeared in the college catalogue for the 
first time. Before 1930, there had been courses in the philosophy 
of art offered by Dr. L. J. Hemmes, of the Department of Philos
ophy; and Dr. E. A. Balch, of the Department of History, had for 
a long time included discussions of art in his history courses. 

From the very start the Art Department was thought of, as 
was true of the Department of Music, as making its appeal not 
only to the campus but also to the community. For various reasons 
connected with the depression and its aftermath, this idea was 
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given only limited implementation. The department did indeed 
realize its community responsibilities and opportunities through 
exhibits, lectures, and so on, but the service was necessarily lim
ited. Miss Kathryn Albin (Mrs. B. A. Hodgman) was named as 
the first Director and Instructor in Art. She was followed in tum 
by other teachers of art who through the years helped to imple
ment the plans made for the department just before the depression 
made contraction of academic offerings, rather than expansion, 
desirable. The fact that the department survived under those con
ditions testifies to its inner vitality. 

Since 1949 the department has been under the able direction of 
Michael J. Waskowsky. A graduate of Lane Tech high school, 
Chicago, he received the B.F.A. degree from the University of 
Chicago, in 1948. Awarded a fellowship in painting to Cranbrook 
Academy, he has exhibited paintings in the American and Chi
cago shows, Illinois Annual, International Water Color show, 
Hraushaar Galleries, N.Y., and the Detroit Annual. Some of his 
work is in the permanent collection of the CranQrook Museum of 
Art. 

In addition to the proposed Art Center, other projects reached 
the planning stage at the opening of the I25th Anniversary year. 
On April 3, 1957, the executive committee of the Board of Trus
tees listed construction projects, as the objectives of the 125th 
Anniversary Fund, with a total outlay of $1,592,000. This total 
included: 

The 18th Annual Fund to provide the necessary operating 
funds ordinarily forthcoming through the annual campaign, 
which had been combined with the I25th Anniversary Fund
$127,000. 

An addition to Mary Trowbridge House (under construction 
for use in the 1957-58 school year, as noted above)-$370,000. 

Enlargement of Welles Hall to provide increased dining facil
ities and, for the first time, a Student Center-$370,000. 

Construction of a new Physical Education building adjacent to 
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Tredway Gymnasium (which was built in 1911)-$475,000. 
A small field house with dressing and sanitation facilities at 

Angell Field-$85,000. 
Provision for a women's athletic field and an intramural athletic 

field on the remainder of Angell Field-$20,000. 
Modernization of Bowen Hall (almost completed), recondi

tioning of ground Hoor of Hoben Hall, and expansion of library 
building-$103,000. 

Enlargement of campus heating plant to service the new build
ings-$42,000. 

A year-long 125th Anniversary fund raising campaign was 
launched to meet this $1,592,000 outlay. The Kalamazoo Foun
dation headed the list of donors with $125,000, the amount being 
made on the basis of $1,000 a year for each of the College's 125 
years of history. Said Donald S. Gilmore, preSident of the Foun
dation, in announcing the gift: "Kalamazoo is proud of the college 
which bears the city's name, and of the fine national academic 
standing it has maintained and improved over the years. For this 
reason the Kalamazoo Foundation wishes to have a part in the pro
gram to help close the gap between the college's academic stature 
and its phYSical facilities." At the present moment, the total a
mount raised for the Anniversary Fund, before general solicitation 
has begun, is nearly $1,000,000. 

Much of this latest phase of reconstruction and construction, as 
well as of this fund raising activity, is, in a physical sense, still a 
part of the future. But the projects have been carefully budgeted, 
and while there may be changes in detail, the picture is clear and 
definite as to what the reasonably near future holds in store for 
campus construction. 
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Rebuilding the Library 

BUT TIlE BUILDING OPERATIONS of the Hicks administration were 
not concerned exclusively with structures in brick and mortar and 
steel. Steps were taken almost immediately to rebuild the library 
as the cultural heart of the College. 

For many years, from necessity, the library appropriations had 
not met the desires of those who were involved in the library's 
operation or who used it as a cultural laboratory. When the re
sulting lacks were found to be an important element in failure to 
win a Phi Beta Kappa chapter for the local campus, the time had 
arrived to do something about it, now that the College had become 
the beneficiary of additional endowment funds. 

Dr. W. C. Chen, who had assumed the office of librarian in 
1953, told about it later with a humorous twinkle of appreciation. 
When the time carne for the first library budget under the new re
gime, President Hicks asked Dr. Chen to present a budget large 
enough to cover the essential needs of the present. The librarian 
doubled the request for books and periodicals of the previous year, 
fully expecting that it would be cut. Dr. Chen described the scene 
that followed: 

'When I presented the figures to President Hicks for discus
sion, he examined them with a smile. Then he asked, 'Whom do 
you wish to impress with such a budget? Why, it is so small that 
it won't even impress me!' Without saying a word I took up the 
budget request. Then I doubled the already doubled budget on 
the spot. The revised figure was then presented to the Board for 
approval, and it was accepted without revision." 
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How those budget figures were translated into books is shown 
by statistical studies of library growth by five-year periods. From 
1933 to 1953 the increase for each five-year period was usually 
from 2,000 to 3,000 volumes. But during the period of only three 
years from 1954 to 1957 the book collection rose from 49,000 to 
65,000 volumes. For several years now the book fund budget of 
Kalamazoo College has been larger than that of most institutions 
of higher learning in Michigan-fifth among all colleges and uni
versities of the state. 

President Hicks' immediate predecessors had also shown con
cern for building up the library. Both President Everton and 
President Thompson had given anxious thought to library de
velopment. They and their immediate predecessors, President 
Cole and President Hoben, had been deeply concerned lest a 
building should be mistaken for a library. 

But the rebuilding of the library has not been the work of the 
college administrations alone; it has been a joint effort of library 
personnel, the student generations, and, most important of all, the 
Faculty. The role of the latter in building up the book collection 
deserves special emphasis. One reason why, even with a relatively 
small collection, the college family has been served satisfactorily 
is that the faculty members carefully selected virtually every book 
purchased. 

In addition to the library proper, special collections include a 
Municipal Research Library housed in the City Hall of Kalama
zoo, a Baptist collection concerned with Michigan and American 
Baptists, the Todd collection of about 1,000 rare volumes pre
sented by the late Albert M. Todd and his heirs, the International 
Relations Club collection presented by the Carnegie Foundation. 
Moreover, there is a sizable collection of books written by members 
of the Faculty and graduates of the College. 

Of considerable interest in the special collections is the entire 
musical library of the late Charles L. Fischer, famous orchestra 
leader. It was presented to the College, at Mr. Fischer's request, 
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by his widow. Assembled over a period of 50 years, the composi
tions and arrangements number well into the thousands. They 
include numbers which were played by Fischer's Globe Trotting 
Orchestra on four different world tours. 

An individual book that merits mention bears the title Of Gen
erous and Noble Persons. Published in 1946, it was presented to 
Kalamazoo College at the 110th annual commencement. At publi
cation time there was space for brief biographies of persons no
table in Kalamazoo history. The initial list was: Thomas W. 
Merrill, Caleb Eldred, Jeremiah Hall, Nathaniel Balch, and J. A. 
B. Stone. The book is entirely hand-made. 

Since the beginning of the period under review the following 
librarians have served the College: Elliot Moses, B.A. in Lib. Sci., 
Alice Brown Merriman, M.S. (Acting Librarian), Florence M. 
Meredith, M.S., Helen C. Mather, M.A.L.S., Wave L. Noggle, 
M.S.L.S., and W. C. Chen, B.A., M.A., Ph. D., M.A.L.S. 

Sometimes the acquisition of volumes for the library involved 
adventures that matched those of fanatical bibliophiles building 
their own private collections. Acting on a tip that an elderly cit
izen of Bloomington, Ind., was disposing of his bookstore hold
ings of 15,000 volumes for a song, Dr. Chen, the librarian, Dr. 
Walter Waring, member of the library committee, and Dr. Don
ald Van Liere, who was drawn into the enterprise because he 
happened to know the "donor" personally, rushed to the scene 
like forty-niners to the California goldfields. But, alas, in Dr. 
Chen's understatement of the month, the rumor proved "slightly 
inaccurate." The Kalamazoo trio did not even get a chance to see 
the books, let alone acquire them at a dramatic discount. But 
valuable private collections were obtained in just such ways; the 
library did not scorn to increase the tempo of growth in any 
legitimate way. 

On the human, and sometimes humorous, side of college li
brary service was the loss or mutilation of books and periodicals. 
Such depredations, common to all libraries, were never more 
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serious than in other institutions, but members of the Faculty 
sometimes received the impression that they represented a special 
Kalamazoo College vice. Perusing a learned article on existential
ism in philosophy or on Gresham's Law in economics, they might 
find the text interrupted by a cutout of something on the other 
side that had interested a student reader more than the scholarly 
text. And perhaps a book of college humor could be compiled from 
marginal and interlinear comments made by student readers 
(often in ink!) in printed volumes or magazine articles. Some of 
those comments are half a century or more old, and those who 
made them have perhaps long since ceased to agree with them. 
The urge to correct or improve on the text, evidence perhaps of 
growth in critical judgment and hence desirable, was not always 
matched by signs of growth in respect for public property, judg
ing at least from the number of volumes in the library so an
notated. 

And while the actual loss of books and periodicals was not 
larger than in most libraries, such losses sometimes broke into 
newspaper notice because of some picturesque quality connected 
with them. Thus, in 1957, an 82-year-old Kalamazoo citizen dis
covered in his personal book collection a volume (surprisingly, 
The Works of the Rev. Isaac Watts) that his sister, long since de
ceased, had borrowed from the library in 1899 while she was a 
Kalamazoo College student. Intrigued by the recovery of a book 
that had been lost to the library a decade before he was born, 
President Hicks took the unexpected trouble of calling for the 
volume in person; and there were many mathematical calcula
tions as to what the fine of three cents a day for overdue books 
would have been if it had been exacted. A front-page newspaper 
spread, including a two-column cut showing the return of the 
book, probably made up to a considerable degree in advertising 
value for the loss of the fine. 

At the beginning of the present administration (1953-54) the 
"most pressing need of the library" was described as "an adequate 
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service set-up for members of the Faculty so that they can keep 
up with and help develop the new avenues of knowledge in their 
respective fields of specialization." Plans for the future included: 
(a) doubling the collection in between ten and fifteen years, (b) 
re-arranging the library building use pattern to accommodate a 
student body of about 600 and a book collection of 90,000 to 
100,000 volumes, and (c) developing a more comprehensive 
library service system. The cost of this library development pro
gram was estimated at that time at $5°0,000. 

When the Mandelle Memorial Library was dedicated in 1930, 
the assumption of the public was a natural one that the college 
library needs had now been met, except perhaps for minor addi
tions and replacements. Those engaged in the daily work of the 
institution understood that the new structure merely provided a 
place where the books and periodicals scattered through various 
buildings could be systematically grouped together and that it 
was as necessary as ever to rebuild the library. Although the Col
lege had acquired one of the most beautiful college library build
ings in the state, they understood that a library is more than a 
building. 

The story of the Kalamazoo College library as functional liter
ature, not as mere physical equipment, extends back into the 
nineteenth century. As early as 1850 President J. A. B. Stone tried 
to raise necessary funds in the East for books and periodicals. He 
came back with $1,204.61 "in books and money." This was "prob
ably the first collection of books for the College library," remarked 
the authors of A Centennial History. 

Over the years funds set aside from time to time to buy books, 
sometimes from matriculation fees, were hopelessly inadequate. 
How slim those funds were is shown by the fact that the "sum of 
$85 was secured from this source in 1865-66," the same source 
tells us. "By 1869, the library contained 2,000 volumes, and in 
1883 it had grown to 4,000 volumes." 

But the situation was not as bad as the statistical figures might 
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suggest. Even as far back as 1869 the three literary societies had 
almost as many books in their libraries as the 2,000 volumes in 
the library proper. At that time the Sherwoods had 400 volumes 
and the Philos almost a thousand, with an unknown number in 
the Euro library. And although the library's growth was at a snail's 
pace, the students were by no means wholly deprived of the min
istry of books other than those in the library proper and in the 
society book accumulations. The pioneer educators, in spite of 
the meagerness of their salaries, usually acquired personal collec
tions. And like true book lovers in any age or place they shared 
their treasures with the young men and women in their classes. 

But time marches on in library service as well as in other de
partments of a college. Long before the end of the century the 
Kalamazoo educators realized that the development of a central 
library was a primary need. 

The rebuilding of the library as a book collection dates back to 
1904, when Dr. Herbert Lee Stetson, later President, was named 
librarian; he assumed the work along with his duties as a pro
fessor. Gathering the publications from their scattered and some
what inaccessible locations, he housed them in Bowen Hall. He 
was not a professional librarian-there were few professionals at 
that time-but his enthusiasm and good sense so stimulated library 
growth that the authors of the Centennial History call him the 
"father of the modem library of Kalamazoo College." 

One of the achievements of Dr. Stetson was that he set out to 
make what he called "a living functional library." When the li
brary (or rather libraries) moved into Bowen Hall, he discarded 
more books than he retained from the various collections. Com
ments Dr. Marion H. Dunsmore, who as student and faculty 
member has been in close touch with library development: "That 
is one reason why the college library has been behind those of 
other colleges in total number of books, and also why it has less 
dead wood than most libraries." 

When a quarter of a century later, in 1930, the Mandelle Li
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brary was dedicated, the bequest that made it possible was not 
for a building alone. Those who administered the $350,000 fund 
subscribed to the principle that had been basic from the first, that 
the term "library" is synonymous with "books and periodicals." 
In addition to paying for the beautiful building, the bequest pro
vided for an annual fund for the Rurchase of books and for the 
development of an adequate staff. 

Funds have of course always been inadequate; that is inescap
ably true of any college library. But as the College reaches the 
close of its second century's first quarter the picture is changing. 
The danger of complacency is past; no intelligent Kalamazoo edu
cator believes that the collection is large enough or will ever be 
large enough. For in a true sense a college library does not grow 
in quantity only, it grows in quality at the same time. 

In 1957 plans were made, and at least partially set in train, for 
moving out of Mandelle all non-library features, so that the whole 
building could be devoted to the book needs of the College. Since 
the erection of Mandelle there had been some faculty offices and 
classrooms in the building, and the Art Department had been 
housed there. When in due time the whole building is made avail
able for library purposes, room can be found for taking care of 
immediate expansion. But further growth will call for additional 
building expansion in the future. 

A truly great library is more necessary at Kalamazoo College 
than would be needed for some institutions, because of Kalama
zoo's emphasis on pre-graduate study. When each June the sta
tistics of post-college activities reveal that an astonishingly large 
number of the graduating class will work at numerous universi
ties for higher degrees, they throw a retrospective light on the 
needs of those young men and women while laying the founda
tions of learning at Kalamazoo College. Not only must the teach
ing be superior, if the graduates are to have a chance to be invited 
to continue their work on the post-graduate level, but also the 
tools of education must be equally adequate. 



Rebuilding the Library 

Great men have frequently confessed that they have acquired 
a substantial part of their real education from spontaneous contact 
with their college libraries. Driven by sheer curiosity, not by cur
ricular assignments, they learned to make the great books their 
friends, and received from them unconsciously a harvest of in
tellect and culture. In rebuilding the library, Kalamazoo College 
has been mindful of this important function of the institution's 
literary laboratory. It has tried to implement the conviction that a 
B.A. degree is not the result alone of classroom rote and ritual, 
but is in an important measure the fruit of learning that grows 
spontaneously out of unregimented intellectual seeking. 
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xx 
The College in the Community 

THE FIELD OF ART was not the only area in which the College 
tried to gear its offerings to the needs of the community. In the 
fall of 1955 experimental steps were taken whose avowed purpose 
was to identify the College closely not only with the City of Kala
mazoo but also with the whole of southwestern Michigan. An In
dustrial Relations Center was established by the Department of 
Economics in conjunction with a similar Center at the University 
of Chicago and in cooperation with local industry. The Center 
was set up to work closely with industry in the field of industrial 
relations, management, and personnel, at the same time to provide 
an applied field of training for students of economics on the 
campus. Although economics has its theoretical side, the new 
cooperative set-up was based on the assumption that actual prac
tice must balance theory, that lessons learned by doing are more 
valuable than those conned from a textbook. Local industry, on 
its part, was expected to profit by the impact of scholastic theory 
on its day-by-day practical problems. 

The first commencement of the Center was held in Mandelle 
Library on December 15, 1955, when diplomas were presented 
to 23 industrial and professional leaders who had completed a 
ten weeks' course in leadership and human relations, doing the 
work in evening classes. The "students" came from five paper 
companies, two banks, five manufacturing concerns, and one 
college. 

In addition to an Industrial Relations Center under the aegis 
of the Economics Department, an Institute of Government was 
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established by the Department of Political Science, also in 1955. 
The latter was set up to be conducted independently of the long
familiar Bureau of Municipal Research, supported jointly by the 
City of Kalamazoo and the College since 1934. The facilities and 
activities of the Institute and of the Bureau were, however, inter
related. All such plans and projects were based on the idea that 
the world is a laboratory in which both the College and the com
munity can work out their common problems. 

The announced purpose of the Institute was "to make Kala
mazoo College eventually the Number One center in the nation 
for training in, and service to, local governments at the grassroots 
level." That ambitious plan had only partly been realized at the 
beginning of 1958. Progress was slower during the early years 
than had at first been expected. At the time when this was written, 
the future of the project was still somewhat nebulous. 

But many of the other scholastic departments continued to be 
integrated with a world need that is timeless but no less important 
than the community services that come in for contemporary at
tention and publicity. A discipline like philosophy, for instance, 
cannot easily be integrated with city or state or national govern
ment; it was already ancient before those governmental forms 
were evolved, and it will inevitably outlive all present govern
mental techniques. It is not less important or less truly "practical" 
because it is confined largely to campus classrooms and does not 
often enter the arena of politics or economics. 

This fact must be kept in mind in connection with many de
partments. They did not lag behind in the march of progress be
cause they failed to win newspaper headlines. In many cases, 
such headlines might be a sign of degeneration rather than of 
progress. The business of such departments is with a world so
ciety and economy, and with a civilization that measures time in 
millenniums rather than in centuries or years. 

Thus the study of literature and speech was already old in the 
days of Homer and Demosthenes, and many of its basic laws were 
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fonnulated as long ago as in the days of Aristotle. Such a discipline 
can add to its substance if and when creative writers and speakers 
produce new work, but it seldom lends itself to the "laboratory" 
techniques of community integregation. For the most part, it stays 
in the classroom, where it belongs, with occasional forays into 
magazine or even book publication and, on the part of speech, into 
public debate. 

This is even more true of foreign languages. French and Ger
man and Greek and Latin and Russian and Spanish can hardly 
benefit from community participation. Modem techniques are 
indeed employed, made possible by such devices as phonograph 
records, but in the main, in their fundamentals, languages have 
to be learned without benefit of community cooperation. Such 
departments are most truly progressive to the extent to which 
they resist mere novelties. 

The same thing is true, in a general way, of education, of his
tory, of mathematics, of psychology, of religion, of sociology. All 
of them from time to time leave the ivory towers that are and 
should be their main habitat, but they are all the more progressive 
because they cast their shadows against the background of cen
turies, not of years or decades. 

The Department of Education, however, has gone into the 
city schools since 1927, to give students training in practice teach
ing. While gaining experience from it, the students pay their 
community obligations by participating in school activities, cur
riculum conferences, P.T.A. meetings, remedial or tutorial serv
ices, guidance, case studies, clubs, home-room activities, home 
visitations, and extra-curricular activities. 

The History Department does not forget that its home is in 
Michigan and its chronology the mid-century; its personnel is in
volved in state or community historical organizations, and uses 
local history as part of its subject matter. A seminar has been con
ducted for several years by Dr. Ivor D. Spencer that should be of 
interest to future historians of the Kalamazoo area. Students en
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rolled in the course did research in, and wrote dissertations on, 
historical events that were strictly local in character. Some titles: 
"The Kalamazoo River-a Local History Up to the Civil War," 
"The Theatre in Kalamazoo," "Titus Bronson-Friend or Fraud?", 
"The History of Prairie Ronde." More than 50 other titles are 
listed in the Mandelle Library index. 

The Mathematics Department is organically integrated with 
the natural science disciplines, and those disciplines have of course 
been recognized as highly practical and timely, on a national scale; 
the natural sciences could not operate without the Department of 
Mathematics. 

In the Department of Psychology, experimental methods have 
been increasingly used, and classes are taken from time to time to 
local institutions, especially to such places, in the study of ab
normal psychology, as the State Hospital. 

In Religion, the local churches have been used to some extent 
as a community "laboratory," but as in most of the other disciplines 
named, the words "cooperative" and "practical" must of necessity 
be given a broader meaning and must be measured by a far longer 
time curve than in the case of economics or politics. 

Last in the alphabetical list of departments, Sociology, some
times called the newest science, occupies a borderland between 
the theoretical and the practical disciplines. At Kalamazoo College 
the members of the teaching staff have maintained close relations 
with community social institutions and services, and the emphasis 
has been strong on "field work" in conducting the classes. Stu
dents in this department have learned at first-hand the processes of 
social organizations and the functions of social work agencies in 
the community. In 1946 it was announced that Kalamazoo Col
lege had "been accepted into membership of the National Associa
tion of Schools for Social Administration," and it was stated at 
that time that Carleton College, Northfield, Minn., was "the only 
other privately endowed college to be accepted into membership." 

But all branches of study, both those that are community
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centered and others whose center of gravity inheres largely in 
campus activity, have always had one main purpose-education 
for the students. Other values-to the community, to the teaching 
personnel, to administrative processes-have always been inci
dental. The student has always been, and remains, the key-figure. 
Kalamazoo College has of course always existed for him-and for 
her. 

Throughout the entire period the students themselves had 
identified the work of the College with the interests of the com
munity. As early as 1932 they had begun to stage a model political 
convention quadrennially, with the exception of 1944, when war
time conditions forced its omission. At most of those gatherings 
there were campaign headquarters for various candidates, cam
paign managers, key-note speeches, a temporary chairman, and a 
permanent chairman. Few features of an actual convention were 
omitted, not even gatherings in "smoke-filled rooms," and in one 
lone case the throwing of overripe fruits and vegetables. The po
litical maneuverings, the wire pulling, the torchlight parades, the 
spread-eagle oratory, the "deals" of campaign managers, the nom
inating speeches, the dramatic balloting-all were of great appeal 
to the young citizens, few of whom were old enough to vote. In
cidentally, it taught them, as no textbook in political science could 
do, how the American people choose their leaders. Most of those 
who took part became better educated in this feature of the proc
esses of government than their parents had ever been, or ever 
would be. 

But student judgment in the model conventions did not for the 
most part coincide with that of the politicians. Only once, in 1956, 
did they select the man who was later nominated-Dwight D. 
Eisenhower. But even then they gave him Earl Warren as a 
running mate. On the whole, the model conventions justified 
themselves over a period of a quarter of a century as educational 
techniques-in education for citizenship. 
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XXI 

Education for Change 

THE TITLE OF THE INAUGURAL ADDRESS of one of the earlier Presi
dents of the period was "Education for Change." It is not within 
the compass of the present study to note all the changes, curricular 
and procedural, that have taken place since the second century 
opened for Kalamazoo College in 1933. This story of Kalamazoo 
College is told for the general public, and such an audience can 
hardly be expected to be interested in the technical curricular 
modifications that were made over the years in response to chang
ing needs and changing times. 

In 1955 those processes of curricular changes resulted in the 
creation of a new office, that of Dean of the Curriculum. The ap
pointment of the new Dean was in recognition of long existing 
scholastic realities. The office itself was new, but its functions 
had always been carried out more or less informally by the Faculty 
itself. In naming Dr. Laurence N. Barrett to the position the Presi
dent of the College made it clear that the new Dean was not to 
usurp the functions nor the authority of the Educational Policies 
Committee, the successor to what was for many years known as 
the Curriculum Committee. Later, in 1957, Dr. Barrett was 
named Dean of the Faculty and given additional duties in aca
demic administration. The new offices were created for the pur
pose of studying the various disciplines to improve and strengthen 
the quality of teaching. The new Dean's job was described as that 
of coordinating the work of the various departments as they study 
the possible reorganization of their curricula. 

Such studies had been going on less formally during the whole 
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of the period under review, and they had resulted in curricular 
additions and subtractions that were deemed appropriate because 
of changing conditions. Much of this scholastic activity was per
haps for the most part unobserved even by the institution's more 
immediate constituency, and quite certainly by the general public. 

But the fact that the story of scholastic growth lacks melo
drama, even drama, does not suggest that it was not real, only that 
it was not likely to seem exciting to the general public. Such 
scholastic details usually strike the average citizen as a dull, un
romantic business. For him education's dullness is redeemed only 
by dramatic athletic contests and by academic processions on com
mencement day, with their regalia of cap and gown, their solemn 
music, their marching feet. 

There is, for instance, the fact that in the spring of 1938 the 
Curriculum Committee, after two years of work, made a report 
to the Faculty recommending curricular changes that were 
adopted and were listed in the next issue of the college catalogue. 
By its terms the curriculum was grouped in four major divisions: 
1. Languages, Literature, and the Arts; II. Natural Sciences and 
Mathematics; III. Philosophy, Psychology, and Religion; IV. So
cial Sciences. Four major divisions were still listed at the close of 
the period but the grouping was slightly different: I. Languages 
and Literature; II. Natural Sciences and Mathematics; III. Hu
manities; IV. Social Sciences. The statement further provided for 
two types of courses, general and departmental, and it restated 
graduation requirements in two groups-Hthose requirements 
aimed to ensure general education and those which provide a 
reasonable degree of concentration." 

Although it would hardly be fruitful to list all the curricular 
changes and modifications, a few may be noted: In 1937 Speech 
was made a separate department and was recognized as a major; 
in 1954 Speech was again amalgamated with the English Depart
ment. In 1940 a combined course in Engineering was added, with 
three years of work at Kalamazoo College and two at the Uni
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versity of Michigan. The work in Physical Education was ex
panded, and for five years, beginning in 1946, a major in this field 
was offered. Psychology was made a separate department in 1949. 
During the thirties and forties Greek and Latin were discon
tinued; in 1954 they were restored. A year later elementary Rus
sian was added, and that same year the Department of Foreign 
Languages heavily revised its teaching techniques to take full ad
vantage of the newly constructed electronic language laboratory 
conducted in Bowen Hall. The laboratory is one of the finest in 
the country and has helped place language study at the College on 
a par with the work that is being done in this field in most of the 
larger institutions of learning. In 1954 the English Department re
vised its offerings in literature with the specific purpose of better 
preparing students for graduate work. The next year the Eco
nomics Department added further courses in business administra
tion "to meet the needs of students planning to enter business." 
And during that same year the division of social sciences first pre
sented an inter-departmental course for freshmen in western social 
heritage. In 1951 a general course in physical science was insti
tuted to meet the specific needs of students not intending to major 
in one of the natural sciences. 

As the 125th Anniversary Year was approaching, the Faculty 
was engaged in studying the problem of teacher training "with 
intent of finding ways and means by which professional courses 
in education can be de-emphasized and a broad liberal education 
more closely integrated with the preparation of teachers." A Ford 
Foundation grant of $25,000 was awarded to Kalamazoo College 
to implement this program. 

The central fact to be noted is that there was continuous study 
throughout the period of developing scholastic needs, and that 
the study was conducted mainly by the Faculty. The changing 
administrations exerted varying degrees of pressure and direction, 
but always the work itself was done by the teachers, and such 
changes as seemed called for were made by them. 
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That has meant continuous study over the 25-year period. It 
was a process of cautious experimentation, slow in discarding the 
old and not precipitate in adopting the new. There was no dis
position to accept educational fads merely because they were 
popular at the moment and were being adopted by some other 
colleges and universities. Novelties like survey courses and accel
eration programs were subjected to painstaking analysis. Such 
parts or modifications of them as were accepted had to prove their 
worth on a basis of long-term values. Stop-gaps like secretarial 
training or home economics courses to attract women students 
during the war never won approval by the Faculty; tempting 
though such experiences were in times of academic stress, the 
Faculty consistently stood out against all temporary techniques 
that had a tendency to cheapen the B.A. degree. 

As a result there has been a clarifying and strengthening of the 
liberal arts idea. The College has retained the traditional core of 
courses, but has gradually adjusted them to new conditions and 
developments. 

Along with the changes in the specific offerings of the depart
ments went other changes in the services to the entire student 
body by the Faculty and the Administration as a whole. Thus the 
growth of the student counselling system was such that a whole 
chapter could hardly do full justice to it. What is true of the 
growth in counselling is perhaps still more true of the develop
ment of the institution's testing program during the past quarter 
of a century. Dr. Raymond L. Hightower, who joined the Faculty 
in 1934 as head of the Department of Sociology, was in charge 
of this work over the years. Even though the development of 
such a program involves thousands of hours of work on the part 
of the faculty member in charge, and of his assistants, it is nor
mally more or less taken for granted, as most academic duties are. 
But the rather primitive testing system current at the beginning 
of the period had at its close developed into a full-Hedged program, 
using national testing materials, thus relating the College more 
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closely to the national educational scene. But all such changes in 
educational techniques are of interest mainly to educators, not to 
the general public, and hence they win far less space than their 
importance deserves. 

There has been an increased use of the College Board exam
inations, a program that was still in process of development at the 
close of the period under review (1958). As now planned, the 
College is looking forward to subjecting all applicants to the 
College Board examinations, thereby increasing the objectivity 
of judgment in the admission of new students. The theory is that 
in this way the overall level of scholarship will be raised at the 
College. 

The Faculty has also studied the subject of comprehensive 
examinations, with a view to strengthening the institution's de
gree by eliminating, as far as possible, instructional subjectivity 
from the decision concerning student competence. This program, 
too, was still largely in the discussion stage at the close of the 
period. But the Faculty has approved in principle the use of 
comprehensive examinations and has authorized individual de
partments to experiment with them. They have been used to some 
extent in honors work and to a limited degree in the English 
Department. 

But the hard core of offerings remained the same during the 
period; while the curriculum represented education for change, 
the changes were in the main evolutionary, not revolutionary. The 
curriculum builders kept in mind that the conservation of what is 
good in the traditional programs of learning is as important as the 
adoption of techniques that are appealing for no other reason than 
that they are new. But the movement was forward and in step 
with the general advance of higher education in America. 

159 



XXII 

Future Tense 

AT THE OPENING of the 125th Anniversary Year, Founders Day, 
April 22, 1957, the Michigan Historical Commission unveiled a 
plaque on the campus calling attention to the institution's long 
and honorable history. The text was written by Dr. Willis F. 
Dunbar, president of the Commission and an alumnus of the 
College: 

KALAMAZOO COLLEGE 
This school, Baptist in origin, was chartered in 1833 by the Territory 
of Michigan as the Michigan and Huron Institute and held its first 
classes in 1836. Instruction of college level has been given here longer 
than at any other Michigan school. In 1845 the present campus was 
purchased. The right to confer degrees was granted in 1855. This 
pioneer school has won national renown as a liberal arts college with 
special honor in teaching of the sciences. 

On the day before this event, but independent of it, a Chicago 
Tribune survey by "33 leading educators" listed Kalamazoo Col
lege among the "first 10 co-educational colleges in the United 
States." This was the first time in more than 20 years that an 
authoritative rating had been made of approximately 680 co
educational colleges listed in the 1956 publication of the Ameri
can Council of Education. Kalamazoo College was given ninth 
place in the list. 

If such was the past and present of Kalamazoo College, what 
may be expected to be "the shape of things to corne"? 

In a statement issued as a foreword to a program for the 125th 
Anniversary Year, President Hicks said: 
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We shall continue to maintain a small, church-related, liberal arts 
college. Recognizing that we have no right to exist unless we strive 
to be the best, we shall seek constantly to improve our educational 
techniques.... We believe that the optimum size for the College is 
found with an enrollment of 630 students, which number is sufficiently 
small to offer individual attention upon which our program is predi
cated but sufficiently large to gain academic efficiency.... We shall 
continue to study our course offerings to give our students a taste of 
the intellectual reservoir found in the various diSCiplines.... Because 
we believe that the broader concepts of religion are at the very core 
of the intellectual scheme, we shall try to help each student to evolve 
a faith, or philosophy of life, which will make him a stronger, more 
dedicated individual, better able to cope with the vicissitudes of life. 
. . . We shall recognize the importance of intellectualism, we shall 
continue to try to maintain an all-around program which prepares our 
students for and adjusts them to life. 

President Hicks further expressed the conviction that in imple
menting these objectives the study of the humanities will be 
brought into balance with Kalamazoo's proud record in science 
study; that the policy of cementing the ties that link the College 
to the community will be maintained and strengthened; that, most 
important of all, major emphasis will continue to be "centered 
upon the building of a great faculty." 

What of the intangibles in the "shape of things to corne," the 
things that stern not from formal scholastic programs but from 
the spirit that has been developing for a century and a quarter and 
that has become associated with the institutional personality of 
the College? 

The prediction can be made with confidence that the institu
tion's scholastic atmosphere of the future will continue to be 
marked by intellectual integrity. This tendency constitutes a curve 
on the slowly emerging graph that was begun a century and a 
quarter ago. The subject matter validating this intellectual atti
tude through the years has changed, but the curve itself has re
mained. At one time, in response to the spirit of the age, it was 
largely through the study of the classics that the institution re

161 



THE 

KALAMAZOO COLLEGE 

STORY 

flected its basic tendency; during the past quarter of a century it 
has done so more largely through the disciplines in the field of 
science. During the next three quarters of the second century it 
is conceivable that some other field may be given the primary 
attention, in answer to the changing moods of a changing world. 
But if so, it may be expected that it will be done with the same 
regard for honesty with which the classics at one time, and science 
later, were presented. 

It may also be predicted that Kalamazoo College will always 
remain a small college, and that the institution's personnel will 
always think of smallness as a plus, not a minus, quality. In terms 
of size, of numbers, the future will continue to aim at a maximum 
use of campus equipment; the Kalamazoo educators will continue 
to think in terms of depth, not of spread. Depth need not, of 
course, necessarily be inconsistent with spread, but over a long 
period of years smallness has become a part of the Kalamazoo Col
lege organism; and for every institution, as for every animal, there 
is a right size. 

The Kalamazoo College of the future, as of the past, will almost 
certainly continue to live "down among men." This curve of 
things to come has, in fact, grown much more pronounced during 
the past quarter of a century than it was before the close of the 
first hundred years. The College, it may be expected, will become 
increasingly conscious of the community and will endeavor more 
and more to become an expression of that community. The au
thors of The Origins of American Scientists found that Kalamazoo 
science students were unique in their response to the industrial 
community in which the College operated, and in recent years 
the same fact has become true in other fields than science. This 
clearly defined curve extends its line far into the future. It may 
be expected that a half century hence the curve will be so clear 
that it cannot escape the notice of even the least perceptive. 

While the ivory tower has always had its place at Kalamazoo 
College, as it must have on any campus devoted to disinterested 
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scholarship, the prediction may be hazarded that the College of 
the future will not reAect the tower light alone but will be con
scious of the sorrows and joys of the world it lives in. On the other 
hand, it will not join in the unintelligent abuse of the ivory tower 
that is often voiced by the advocates of utilitarianism in educa
tion. The College of the future may be expected to believe that, in 
America's intensely extrovert economy, a leaven is needed that 
does not depend for its effectiveness on immediate practical re
sults, that feels able to wait for the far-off good. The men and 
women of the future will feel the need, on occasion, of going into 
the wilderness for forty days and forty nights, to withdraw their 
spirits for a season from the confusing voices of time and place. 
But such withdrawal will not be an end in itself. Life in ivory 
towers is justified only when it generates strength and vitality for 
playing an honorable part on the firing-line of life. 

That suggests the question of probable campus creativeness in 
the future of the College. "Creativeness" is a much abused word, 
and those teachers who are blessed with the greatest wealth of it 
are usually the last to take its name in vain. But if teaching at the 
College is to remain an art in the best sense, it will of necessity be 
creative in the future as it has normally been in the past. Truly to 
create, to initiate that proliferation in the souls of young men and 
women that spells life itself, is admittedly extremely difficult. 
Creativeness in learning is always an ideal, a hope, an expectation, 
but without it learning is dead, a mere accumulation of inert 
thought. 

Another much abused word in the college world is "liberalism." 
But discounting connotations that have come to cling to the word 
like barnacles to a ship, in its long voyage from the hope of a few 
to the acceptance of the many, "liberalism" is certain to be a mark 
of the Kalamazoo campus of the future. It could hardly help being 
such. A school does not easily change its spots; those spots are not 
in the skin but in the genes, and they could not be changed with
out killing the organism. The Kalamazoo campus was liberal long, 
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long ago when the word was still in bad repute and when it had 
not taken on the flavor of a cliche, and it may be expected to re
main such in the future. It may be expected that a half century 
hence Stetson Chapel will still occupy its commanding position 
on the highest elevation of the campus, that its tower light will 
continue to be a symbol to the campus itself, and to the com
munity, of a "liberalism" of the spirit that puts its faith in unity 
through variety, not in mere uniformity. 

Finally the word "democratic" suggests that the College will 
remain true to what that still more abused word has always meant 
to the Kalamazoo campus. The College will remain "One Warld" 
in which all members will always be assumed to have been "cre
ated equal," in which "all God's chillun got wings." In response 
to that faith a minimum of institutional divisiveness will mark 
the future as it has the past. The non-fraternity character of the 
Kalamazoo campus is so well established over the whole period 
of its history, that any basic change in this respect is inconceiv
able. The campus man or woman of the future will think in terms 
of a Kalamazoo man or woman, not in terms of a cabalistic symbol 
that spells citizenship in a national group. And his close associa
tion with the community, in government, in art, in economics, in 
psychology, in sociology, will in the years to come almost certainly 
help him to keep in mind that the horizon does not come down 
along the edges of the campus. His sense of the democratic will 
enable him to bracket his thinking at least, if not always his ac
tions, with that of the men and women to whom the blessings of 
a higher education were denied. It seems likely that, spiritually 
speaking, the Kalamazoo campus will never be out of bounds for 
anyone who has the least intellectual curiosity. 

Such, then, is the "shape of things to come." The prospectus 
here set forth is not exhaustive and obviously not specific. Events 
may alter the details and even the emphases. But as long as the 
College retains its connection with the roots of its being, the direc
tion of its future will be unwavering and certain. 

164 



Faculty and Administration of
 

Kalama.z.go College) 1933-1958
 

Allen, Frances Hornbeck, M.A.
 
Dean of Women, 1933-37
 
Registrar, 195 I-52
 
Dir. of Admissions, 1951-52
 

Anderson, John R., B.A.
 
Director of Admissions, 1952-55
 

Anderson, Rolla Leonard, M.S.
 
Coach, 1953
Instr. in Phys. Ed., 1953-55
 
Director of Athletics, 1954
Asst. Prof. of Phys. Ed., 1955-57
 
Assoc. Prof. of Phys. Ed., 1957

Andrews, Gladys, B.A.
 
Instr. in Phys. Ed. for Women,
 

1933-39
 
Averill, Uoyd J., M.A.
 

Asst. Prof. of Religion, 1954-57
 
Dean of the Chapel, 1954

Asst. to President, 1957
Assoc. Prof. of Religion, 1957

Bachelor, Frank Bruce, D.D.
 
Business Manager, 1922-46
 
Supt. of Buildings and Grounds,
 

1926-3 1
 
Spec. Asst. to Pres., 1946-47
 
Business Manager, Emeritus,
 

1947

Bacon, Justin Horner, Litt.D.
 
Professor of German and French
 

1908- 18 '
 
Professor of French, 1918-44
 
Registrar, 1933-44
 
Professor of French, Emeritus,
 

1944

Bailey, Mark, M.A.
 
Professor of Latin, 1906-33
 
(Willard, 1914-33)
 
Professor of Spanish, 1914-33
 
Professor of Latin and Spanish,
 

Emeritus, 1933-35
 
Balch, Nelda K., M.A.
 

Asst. Prof. of Speech, 1954

Barbour, Ian Graeme, Ph.D.
 
Asst. Prof. of Physics, 1949-5 I
 
Assoc. Prof. of Physics, 1951-53
 

Barnard, Chester Smith, B.A.
 
Dir. of Athletics and Asst.
 

Prof. of Phys. Ed., 1925-42
 

Barrett, Laurence, Ph.D.
 
Assoc. Prof. of English, 1953-55
 
Prof. of English, 1955
Dean of Curriculum, 1955

Dean of Faculty, 1957

Batts, H. Lewis, Ph.D.
 
Instr. in Biology, 1950-53
 
Asst. Prof. of Biology, 1953-56
 
Assoc. Prof. of Biology, 1956

Baum, Eleanor Ruby, M.A.
 
Instr. in Speech, 1947-51
 
Asst. Prof. in Speech, 1951-52
 

Baxter, Kathryn, B.S.
 
Instr. in Music, 1944-45
 

Bearce, George D., Ph.D.
 
Instr. in History, 1952-54
 

Becker, Russell J., Ph.D.
 
Dean of Men, 1952-53
 

Beckwith, Merrill Dudley, M.F.A.
 
Instr. in Art, 1943-45
 



Beem, Eugene Robert, Ph.D.
 
Assoc. Prof. of Econ., 1950-54
 

Belden, Sylvia Alford, B.M.
 
Dir. and Instr. in Music, 1930-34
 

Berndt, Rexer, Ph.D.
 
Assoc. Prof. of Econ. and Business,
 

1956-57
 
Bodine, Gerald L., M.A
 

Assoc. Prof. of Educ., 1951-57
 
Registrar, 1952-56
 

Bonnin, Gunther M., Ph.D.
 
Asst. Prof. of German, 1949-51
 

Boyd, William Arthur, M.A.
 
Instr. in Music, 1949-51
 

Boyd-Bowman, Peter Muschamp,
 
Ph.D.
 

Assoc. Prof. of Foreign Languages,
 
1955

Braithwaite, Robert W., B.A.
 
Dir. of Admissions, 1948-51
 

Brown, Ann, B.A.
 
Teacher of Piano, 1949-53
 

Brown, Samuel Ernest, M.A
 
Asst. Prof. of English, 1949-50
 

Buckley, Clara Heiney, B.A.
 
Instr. in Latin, 1941-42
 
Spec. Lect. in English, 1956

Burke, William Harrell, M.A.
 
Instr. in English, 1950-53
 

Buskirk, Allen Van, Ph.D.
 
Asst. Prof. of Physics, 1953

Carney, Robert William, Ph.D.
 
Assoc. Prof. of Econ. and Business,
 

1955-57
 
Cazell, Gabriel Francois, M.S.
 

Prof. of Economics, 1948-50
 
Cerins, Anna, M.A.L.S.
 

Instr. in German, 1956

Circulation and Ref. Lib., 1954-56
 
Cataloguer, 1956

Chase, Genevieve, Ph.D.
 
Prof. of Psychology, 1937-38
 
Dean of Women, 1937-38
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Chen, Wen Chao, Ph.D., M.AL.S.
 
Instr. in Pol. Science, 1950-53
 
Asst. Prof. of Pol. Sci., 1953-57
 
Acting Librarian, 1953-55
 
Librarian, 1955
Assoc. Prof. of Pol. Sci., 1957


Cleland, Sherrill, Ph.D.
 
Asst. Prof. of Econ. and Bus.,
 

1956-57
 
Assoc. Prof., 1957


Clock, Louis Stearns, M.S.
 
Instr. in Math. and Physics,
 

1943-44
 
Colby, Leonard Lee, B.E.
 

Instr. in Phys. Ed., 1943-45
 
Dir. of Public Relations, 1944-45
 

Cole, Stewart Grant, Ph.D.
 
President, 1936-38
 
Prof. of Philosophy, 1936-38
 

Collins, Paul Everett, Ed.M.
 
Asst. Prof. of Education, 1955

Dean of Men, 1955

Coolis, Theodora Lula, M.A.
 
Instr. in Biology, 1948-Jan., 1950
 

Copp, G. Frederic, M.Sc.
 
Assoc. Prof. of Econ., 1948-50
 

Copps, John A, Ph.D
 
Instr. in Econ., 1950-53
 
Prof. of Econ., 1953-56
 
Acting Dean of Men, 1953-55
 

Cornell, Robert Franklin, J.D.
 
Instr. in Accounting and Bus. Ad.,
 

1919-20
 
Asst. Prof. of Accounting and Bus.
 

Ad., 1920-21
 
Asst. Prof. of Econ. and Bus. Ad.,
 

1921-23
 
Asst. Prof. of Pol. Sci. and Econ.,
 

192 3-2 7
 
Prof. of Pol. Science, 1927-50
 
Dir. Library, 1927-30
 

Cowherd, Hazel Simon, M.A.
 
Instr. in Economics, 1944-46
 

Cowherd, Raymond Gibson, Ph.D.
 
Asst. Prof. of Econ., 1944-46
 
Asst. Prof. of History, 1944-46
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Crum, Priscilla, M.A
 
Instr. in Art, 1942-43
 

Dale, Marcella, M.A
 
Spec. Lecturer in French, 1953-56
 
Instr. in For. Language, 1956

Davis, Curtis W., B.A
 
Dir. of Publicity and Alumni
 

Relations, 1928-33
 

DeVos, Zoa Byers, AB.
 
Instr. in Spanish, 1946-49
 

Diebold, Frances, M.A
 
Instr. in Biology, 1923-27
 
Asst. Prof. of Biology, 1928-32
 
Dir. Phys. Ed. for Women,
 

192 4-2 5
 
Assoc. Prof. of Biology, 1933-48
 
Prof. of Biology, 1948

Donaldson, Birdena E., M.A
 
Asst. Prof. of History, 1938-44
 
Dean of Women, 1938-48
 
Assoc. Prof. of History, 1944-48
 

Doutt, Arthur Eugene, M.Mus.
 
Teacher of Piano and Theory,
 

1941-43
 

Dunbar, Willis Frederick, Ph.D.
 
Instr. in History, 1928-32
 
Asst. Prof. of History, 1932-41
 
Acting Dean, Feb.-June, 1931
 
Acting Dean of Men, 1932-35
 
Dir. of Musical Organizations,
 

1928-33
 
Dean of Men, 1935-38
 
Director of Band, 1936-38
 
Dean, 1939-42
 
Prof. of History, 1941-45
 

Dunsmore, Marion Hiller, Ph.D.
 
Asst. Prof. of Biblical Lit. and
 

Religious Ed., 1929-33
 
Assoc. Prof. of Biblical Lit. and
 

Religious Ed., 1933-35
 
Dean of Stetson Chapel, 1933-34;
 

1941-46; 1951-54
 
Prof. of Religion, 1935
Registrar, 1957

Dunsmore, Ruth Johnson, B.A
 
Instr. in Music, 1930-32
 
Teacher of Piano, 1936-39
 

Earl, Virginia Elizabeth, M.A
 
Instr. in French, 1929-35
 
Asst. Prof. of French, 1935-48
 
Assoc. Prof. of French, 1948-52
 

Elwell, Homer MacVeen, M.A.
 
Instr. in Pol. Sci., Feb.-June, 1948
 
Spec. Lecturer in Pol. Sci., Sept.,
 

1949-Jan., 1950
 
Erickson, Rudolph John, M.A
 

Instr. in Physics, 1943-44
 

Everton, John Scott, Ph.D.
 
President, 1949-53
 
Prof. of Philosophy, 1949-53
 
Prof. of Religion, 1950-53
 

Feman, Marvin Kenneth, M.A.
 
Instr. in Music, 1947-50
 
Asst. Prof. of Music, 1950-51
 

Fischer, Barbara M., B.A
 
Instr. in English and Dir. of
 

Dramatics, 1934-35
 
Ganong, Carey Kierstead, Ph.D.
 

Asst. Prof. of Economics, 1934-38
 

Gates, Sherwood, Ph.D.
 
Dean of the College, 1937-38
 
Professor of Education, 1937-38
 

George, Wilfred D., B.S.
 
Director of Admissions, 1957

Gesner, Marjorie, Ph.D.
 
Instr. in History, 1942-43
 

Gibson, Gordon Davis, B.A
 
Instr. in Mathematics, 1943-44
 

Goodsell, Charles True, LL.D.
 
Asst. Prof. of History, 1928-31
 
Assoc. Prof. of History, 1931-39
 
Vice-president, 1933-35
 
Acting President, 1935-36
 
Prof. of History, 1939-41
 

Grinbarg, Morrie Sophie, M.A
 
Instr. in Art, 1946-48
 
Asst. Prof. of Art, 1948-49
 



Grow, Lloyd E., B.A.
 
Asst. Coach, Feb., 1946-48
 
Instr. in Phys. Ed., 1948-53
 
Coach, 1948-53
 

Hackney, Mary
 
Admin. Asst. in Promotion 1956

Ham, Caroline Richardson, B.A.
 
Instr. in Psych., Feb., 1947-1949
 

Ham, Elton W., M.A.
 
Instr. in Economics, 1947-48
 
Instr. in Pol. Sci., 1948-50
 
Asst. Prof. of Pol. Sci., 1950-55
 
Assoc. Prof. of Pol. Sci., 1955

Hames, Everett R., M.A.
 
Dir. of Alumni Relations, 1938-46
 
Dir. of Admissions, 1938-45
 
Asst. to President, 1945-46
 
Dir. of Public Relations, 1946-47
 

Harper, Ernest Bouldin, Ph.D. 
Asst. Prof. of Soc. and Education, 

192.3-2.7 
Dir. of Evening School, 192.4-2.6 
Dir. of Personnel Bureau, 192.6-34 
Prof. of Sociology, 192.7-34 

Harper, Lyssa Chalkley, Ph.B.
 
Instr. in English, 192.7-2.8
 
Instr. in Sociology, 1933-34
 

Harris, Harold J., Ph.D.
 
Instr. in English, 1954-56
 
Asst. Prof. of English, 1956


Hauptman, Leo Morgan, Ph.D.
 
Registrar, 1944-46
 
Dir. of Student Personnel, 1944-46
 

Hemmes, Luike John, Ph.D.
 
Instr. in German and Philosophy,
 

192.5-2.6
 
Asst. Prof. of Philosophy and
 

Psychology, 192.6-2.9
 
Prof. of Philosophy and
 

Psychology, 192.9
Hicks, Weimer K., LL.D.
 

President, 1953
Hightower, Raymond Lee, Ph.D.
 

Asst. Prof. of Sociology, 1934-39
 
Prof. of Sociology, 1939
Dean, 1951-52.
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Hill, Jerald Everett, M.A.
 
Instr. in Math., 1930-33
 
Instr. in Physics, 1930-37
 

Hilts, Ivamae Small, M.A.
 
Asst. Prof. of Speech, 1943-44
 

Hinckley, Edward Barnard, Ph.D.
 
Asst. Prof. of English, 1940-44
 
Acting Dean, 1942.-43
 
Dean, 1943-46
 
Assoc. Prof. of English, 1944-46
 

Hinkle, Marilyn, M.A.
 
Alumni Secretary, 1950

Dir. of Publicity, 1952.-

Dir. of Public Relations, 1952.-


Hoben, Allan, Ph.D., LL.D. 
President and Professor of 

Sociology, 192.2.-35 

Hoben, John Burton, M.A.
 
Instr. in History, 1935-36
 
Director of Forensics, 1935-37
 
Instr. in Speech, 1935-37
 

Hodgman, Kathryn Albin, M.A.
 
Dir. and Instr. in Art, 1930-39
 

Hopkins, Barbara J., M.S.
 
Asst. Prof. of Phys. Ed., 1949-53
 

Hornbeck, John Wesley, Ph.D.
 
Professor of Physics, 192.5-51
 

Howard, Anne G. E., B.S.
 
Instr. in Phys. Ed. for Women,
 

1946-47
 
Hughes, Estella M., M.A.
 

Instr. in Field Work, Dept. of
 
Sociology, 1930-33
 

Asst. in Field Work, Dept. of
 
Sociology, 1934-46
 

Humber, Wilbur James, Ph.D. 
Asst. Prof. of Psych., 1942.-43 
Dean of Student Affairs, 1942.-43 

Johnson, Barbara Jane, M.A.
 
Instr. in Phys. Ed. for Women,
 

1947-49
 

Johnson, Louise Cassady, M.A.
 
Dean of Women, 1950
Asst. Prof. of Education, 1953
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Judson, Ellen MacKechnie, M.A.
 
Instr. in English, Feb.-June, 1939
 
Instr. in Speech, Oct., 1942- Feb.,
 

1943
 
Judson, Lyman Spicer, Ph.D.
 

Assoc. Prof. of Speech, 1937-42
 
Kaufman, Kurt Dunn, Ph.D.
 

Instr. in Chemistry, 1956

Asst. Prof. of Chern., 1957

Kaump, Ethel A., Ph.D.
 
Asst. Prof. of Speech, 1945-46
 
Assoc. Prof. of Speech, 1946-52
 
Prof. of Speech, 1952-54
 

Kerman, Ralph 0., Ph.D.
 
Asst. Prof. of Physics, 1951-56
 
Assoc. Prof. of Physics, 1956-57
 

Kirkman, .Ernest R., B.S.
 
Asst. Prof. of Phys. Ed., 1949-53
 

Kissick, Will Floren, Ph.D.
 
Asst. Prof. of Economics, 1938-40
 

Lasch, Henry Albert, M.S.
 
Asst. Prof. of Phys. Ed., 1948-56
 

Lauth, Edward Joseph, M.A.
 
Spec. Lecturer in English, 1948-52
 
Dir. of Publicity, 1950-52
 

Lefkowitz, Monroe, Ph.D.
 
Asst. Prof. in Psychology, 1957

Asst. Prof. in Education, 1957

Lennards, Lillian Marie, M.A.
 
Instr. in Spanish, 1939-41
 
Instr. in Latin, 1939-41
 
Asst. Prof. of Spanish, 1941-43
 
Asst. Prof. of Latin, 1941-43
 

Lofstedt, Nelson Gilbert, M.A.
 
Instr. in English, 1950-52
 

Loveless, Ada L., M.S.
 
Instr. in Phys. Ed., 1953-56
 
Asst. Prof. of Phys. Ed., 1956

McCreary, Alberta Argow, B.A.
 
Instr. in German, Feb.-June, 1948
 
Dean of Women, 1948-50
 

McCreary, Ronald Caughey, M.Ed.
 
Instr. in English, 1946-49
 
Dir. of Men's Residences, 1946-48
 
Dean of Men, 1948-49
 

McGarvey, Bruce R., Ph.D. 
Asst. Prof. of Chemistry, 1957

Marlor, Clark Strang, M.A.
 
Instr. in Speech, 1946-47
 

Masten, John Talbot, Ph.D. 
Assoc. Prof. of Econ. and Bus. Ad.,
 

1947-48
 
Mather, Helen c., M.A.L.S.
 

Librarian, 1942-46
 
Matson, Elizabeth Mary, M.S.
 

Asst. Prof. of Phys. Ed. for
 
Women, 1942-45
 

Maxwell, Howard Nicholas, Ph.D.
 
Asst. Prof. of Physics, 1940-44
 
Assoc. Prof. of Physics, 1944-49
 

Mayer, Elizabeth Marie, Ph.D.
 
Instr. in Foreign Languages,
 

195 0-51
 
Asst. Prof. of Foreign Languages,
 

1951
Meredith, Florence M., M.S.
 

Librarian, 1938-42
 
Merriman, Alice Brown, M.S.
 

Acting Librarian, 1935-38
 
Asst. to Librarian, 1938-39;
 

195 2-53
 
Cataloguer, 1953-56
 

Mills, Helen Thompson, M.A.
 
Instr. in French, 1947-48
 
Instr. in Sociology, 1947-48
 
Asst. Prof. of French, 1948-55
 
Asst. Prof. of For. Languages,
 

1955-56
 
Assoc. Prof. of For. Languages,
 

1956
Moller, Gunther, Ph.D.
 

Instr. in Science and Mathematics,
 
1957

Moritz, Edward, Jr., Ph.D.
 
Instr. in History, 1955-56
 
Asst. Prof. of History, 1956

Morris, Mary Warner, Ph.B.
 
Instr. in Educ., 1926-32
 
Asst. Prof. of Educ., 1932-51
 
Dir., Teacher Placement Bureau,
 

1928-5 1
 

Asst. Prof. Emeritus of Educ.,
 
1951



Moses, Elliot, B.A.
 
Librarian, 1928-34
 

Mulder, Arnold, Litt.D.
 
Assoc. Prof. of English, 1929-30
 
Prof. of English, 1930-53
 
Prof. Emeritus of English, 1953

Mullins, Archie Giles, M.S.
 
Instr. in Physics, 1943-44
 

Myers, Hilda Torstensen, Ph.D.
 
Asst. Prof. of Chern., 1944-52
 
Assoc. Prof. of Chern., 1952-56
 

Nelson, Elmer Lafayette, M.Did.
 
Instr. in Chemistry, 1948-49
 
Spec. Lecturer in Mathematics,
 

Feb.-June, 1950
 

Nelson, Esther, M.A.
 
Instr. in Music Ed., 1942-43
 

Newman, Kirk, M.A.
 
Asst. Prof. of Art, 1955

Noggle, Wave Lynn, M.S.L.S.
 
Librarian, 1946-48
 

Nulf, Robert Wilson, M.S.Ed.
 
Asst. Prof. of Phys. Ed., 1942-48
 
Dir. of Athletics, 1942-49
 
Assoc. Prof. of Phys. Ed., 1948-49
 

Olmsted, Richard Hubbell, Ph.D.
 
Asst. Prof. of Spanish, 1943-46
 
Asst. Prof. of French, 1944-46
 
Prof. of Spanish, 1946-56
 
Prof. of French, 1946-56
 

Osborn, Richards Clinton, Ph.D.
 
Asst. Prof. of Economics, 1940-44
 

Overley, Henry 
Dir. of Musical Organizations, 

1934
Asst. Prof. of Music, 1936-53
 
Assoc. Prof. of Music, 1953
Dir. of Inst. of Musical Art, 1953

Owen, Frank Kingston, B.Mus.
 
Teacher of Music Theory, 1945-47
 

Peacock, Leishman Arnold, Ph.D.
 
Dean, 1947-48
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Peck, Constance Christine, M.A.
 
Instr. in French, 1945-46
 

Pellett, Ray C., M.A.
 
Visiting Prof. of Educ., 1953-54
 

Persons, William Judson, M.A.
 
Instr. in Physics, 1943-44; Feb.


June, 1948
 
Spec. Lecturer in General Physics,
 

Feb.-June, 1951
 
Peterson, Douglas W., M.A.
 

Assoc. Prof. of Education, 1957
Pickhardt, Roland Charles, B.D.
 

Dir. of Stetson Chapel, 1946-50
 
Asst. Prof. of English, 1946-48
 
Instr. in Speech, 1948-51
 

Pilaar, Donald Hubert, B.A.
 
Instr. in Economics, 1944-46
 

Pobst, R. Lloyd, D.D.
 
Dir. of Public Relations, 1947-Jan.,
 

1950
 
Praeger, William Emilius, Sc.D.
 

Prof. of Biology and Geology,
 
1905-12
 

Prof. of Biology, 1912-34
 
Prof. of Biology Emeritus, 1934-36
 

Rankin, Luthera, M.A.
 
Instr. in Mathematics, 1943-44
 

Ray, Harry B., M.A.
 
Asst. Prof. of Music, 1951

Rickard, Edward M., Ph.D.
 
Prof. of Econ. and Business,
 

1954-55
 
Rickard, Samuel Harmer, M.A.
 

Vice-President, 1950-52
 

Rickey, George, B.A.
 
Instr. in Art, 1939-41
 

Robinson, Gilmer George, M.S.
 
Instr. in Phys. Ed., 1937-39
 
Dir. of Intramural Athletics,
 

1937-42
 
Dean of Men, 1940-42
 
Asst. Prof. of Phys. Ed., 1939-42
 

Ross, Sam, M.A.
 
Instr. in History, 1953-55
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Rowland, Louis Upton, D. of Mus.
 
Visiting Prof. of Music, 1953-54
 

Rushevics, Voldemals
 
Teacher of Violin, 1950-54
 
Asst. Prof. of Music, 1954


Scheib, Gilbert A, M.A.
 
Assoc. Prof. of History, 1948-51
 

Scheidell, John M., M.A.
 
Instr. in Econ., 1957


Scott, G. Walter, M.A
 
Dir. of Admissions, 1945-48
 

Seifert, Howard Stanley, Ph.D.
 
Asst. Prof. of Physics, 1937-40
 

Seifert, Mary Harris, M.A
 
Instr. in Latin, 1937-39
 
Instr. in English, 1938-39
 

Severn, Hermon Harrison, D.Th. 
Broadus Professor of Greek and
 

Professor of Biblical Literature,
 
1919-29
 

Broadus Prof. of Greek, 1929-32
 
Acting Dean, 1923-24
 
Dean, 1924-37
 
Professor of Greek and Latin,
 

1933-37
 
Prof. Emeritus of Greek and Latin,
 

1937-47
 
Dean Emeritus, 1937-47
 

Shane, Marion Leo, M.A.
 
Instr. in English, 1946-49
 

Shober, Everett Reimar, M.A
 
Aeting Dean, 1946-47
 
Registrar, 1946-5 I
 
Dir. of Student Personnel, 1946-48
 
Dean, 1948-51
 

Shotzberger, Martin L., M.A
 
Assoc. Prof. of Econ., 1957


Simpson, Milton, M.A
 
Prof. of English Lang. and Lit.,
 

1919-49
 
Prof. Emeritus of English Lang.
 

and Lit., 1949-51
 
Simpson, Stuart H.
 

Asst. to the President, 1953

Dir. of Admissions, 1955-57
 
Business Manager, 1957

Smith, Harold Thaddeus, Ph.D.
 
Business Manager, 1946-53
 
Spec. Lect. in Eeon., 1948-52
 
Vice-Plesident, Feb., 1953-57
 
Prof. of Economics, 1953-57
 

Smith, Lemuel Fish, Sc.D. 
Acting Prof. of Chern. and Physics 

19II- 12
 
Prof. of Chemistry, 1912-44
 
Prof. Emeritus of Chemistry,
 

1944-52
 

Smith, Orrin H., Ph.D.
 
Visiting Prof. of Physics, 1957

Smith, Robert Howard, B.S.
 
Instr. in Geography, 1943-44
 

Spayde, Sydney Howard, M.A
 
Instr. in Dramatics, Oct., 1942


February, 1943
 

Spencer, Ivol Debenharn, Ph.D.
 
Assoc. Prof. of History, 1946-50
 
Prof. of History, 1950

Staake, Paul C., B.A
 
Instr. in Advertising and
 

Merchandising, 1932-35
 
Instr. in Marketing and
 

Merchandising, 1935-39
 
Dir. of Publicity and Alumni
 

Relations, 1934-38
 
Instr. in Marketing and Public
 

Relations, 1939-43; 1944-45
 

Stavig, Richard Thorson, Ph.D.
 
Asst. Prof. of English, 1955

Steffen, Raymond Burnell, M.A.
 
Coach, 1955
Instr. in Phys. Ed., 1956

Stephens, June E., M.A.
 
Instr. in Psych., Sept., 1947


Jan., 1948
 

Stetson, Herbert Lee, D.D., LL.D.
 
Prof. of Psych. and Educ., 1900-26
 
Prof. of Psych. and Educ. Emeritus,
 

1926-35
 
Acting President, 1911-1913
 
President, 1913-22.
 
President Emeritus, 1922.-35
 



Chaplain and Dir., Placement Bu
reau, 1926-28
 

Chaplain, 1926-33
 
Chaplain Emeritus, 1933-35
 

Stout, Benjamin Franklin, M.S.
 
Instr. in Phys. Ed. and Health,
 

1942-44
 
Stowe, Allen Byron, Ph.D.
 

Prof. of Physical Chemistry, 1928

44
 

Prof. of Chemistry, 1944-57
 
Strong, Laurence Edward, Ph.D.
 

Assoc. Prof. of Chemistry, 1946-50
 
Prof. of Chemistry, 1950-52
 

Swan, Charles, B.D.
 
Spec. Lecturer in Sociology, 1949


50
 
Asst. Prof. of Sociology, 1950-51
 

Thomas, Dwight, M.A
 
Instr. in English and Speech, 1954


55
 
Thomas, Warren Ira, B.A.
 

Asst. Prof. of Phys. Ed., r956

Coach, 1956

Thompson, Mary Agnes, M.A
 
Asst. Prof. of Phys. Ed. for Women,
 

1945-Jan., 1949
 
Thompson, Paul Lamont, LL.D.
 

President, 1938-48
 
Tiefenthal, Dwight, M.A.
 

Instr. in Instrumental Music, 1943

44
 

Director of Band, 1943-44
 
Tompkins, Ruth Schroeder, B.A
 

Dir. of Public Relations and Ad

missions Counselor, 1942-44
 

Townsend, Stanley Russell, M.A
 
Instr. in English, 1939-40
 
Instr. in German, 1939-40
 

VanDis, John A, M.A
 
Assistant to the President, 1940-42
 

VanLiere, Donald Wilbur, Ph.D.
 
Assoc. Prof. of Psych., 1949-55
 
Prof. of Psychology, 1955
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VanSchaack, Eva Blanche, Ph.D.
 

Asst. Prof. of Botany, 1946-47
 
VanWagner, Leslie, M.A
 

Teacher of Instr. Music, 1955-56
 
Instr. in Music, 1956

Waite, Esther Buchanan, B.S.
 
Instr. of Speech, 1944-45
 

Waite, John Allan, M.A
 
Asst. Prof. of Speech, 1944-45
 

Walker, Robert Goyer, Ph.D.
 
Instr. in English, 1943-44
 

Walton, Thomas Orr, Ph.D.
 
Asst. Prof. of Mathematics, 1921


32
 

Olney Prof. of Mathematics, 1932

Waring, Walter Weyler, Ph.D.
 
Asst. Prof. of English, 1949-51
 
Assoc. Prof. of English, 1951-55
 
Prof. of English, 1955

Waskowsky, Michael John, M.A.
 
Instr. in Art, 1949-50
 
Asst. Prof. of Art, 1950


Watson, James Donald, Ph.D.
 
Asst. Prof. of Economics, 1943-44
 

Watson, Marjorie, M.A
 
Instr. in Spanish, 1949-50
 

Weinrich, Marcel Immanuel, Ph.D.
 
Assoc. Prof. of Modem Foreign
 

Languages, r946-47
 
Wendzel, Julius H., Ph.D.
 

Professor of Economics, 1946-50
 
Wilke, Ulfert
 

Instr. in Art, 1940-42
 
Williams, Byron Allen
 

Asst. Instr. in Art, Feb., 1945-46
 
Wilson, Clifton T., B.A
 

Instr. in Economics, 1946-47
 
Worth, Lefa Taylor, M.A
 

Instr. in English, 1919-23
 
Asst. Prof. of English, 1923-39
 

Yeats, Helen F., M.A 
Asst. Prof. of Spanish, Sept., 1947

Jan., 1948 
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Allen, Glenn S., Jr., LL.B.
 
Spec. Lecturer in Pol. Sci., 1949


51; 1954
Anderson, Donald Throop, LL.B.
 

Instr. in Taxation, 1942-43
 

Armitage, Stewart G., Ph.D.
 
Spec. Lecturer in Psychology,
 

1950-5 1
 
Baldauf, Lillian Pringle
 

Conductor of Instrumental Ensem

ble, 1942-48
 

Teacher of Cello, 1943

Barker, Orville W.
 

Teacher of Violin, 1946-49
 

Barr, E. Lawrence, M.Mus.
 
Dir. of College Band, 1945-47
 

Bennett, Aileen Van Buskirk
 
Dir. of College Orchestra, 1933-34
 

Berger, Joyce H., M.A.
 
Spec. Lecturer in Art, 1955


Bogart, Joseph William, M.A.
 
Asst. Coach, 1953-55
 

Brown, Ann, B.A.
 
Teacher of Piano, 1949-53
 

Carman, Helene Dustman, B. Mus.
 
Teacher of Violin, 1945-46
 

Clark, Frances 0., AB.
 
Teacher of Piano, 1945-55
 

Cornish, Ned A, M.A
 
Spec. Lecturer in Art, 1957


Currie, Ruth Anderson, B.S.
 
Teacher of Piano and Theory,
 

1939-41
 
Elliott, Clarence Hyde, M.A.
 

Spec. Lecturer in Pol. Sci., 1955

Felber, Herman
 

Teacher of Violin, 1940-45
 
Ferguson, Hallie Joy, M.S.
 

Spec. Lecturer in Biology, Feb.

June, 1950
 

Fischer, Helen, B.S.
 
Spec. Lecturer in Art, 1955

Ford, Charles Beckwith, B.A
 
Spec. Lecturer in Pol. Sci., 1955


Fox, Cleo Glenn, M. Mus.
 
Director of Band, 1938-43
 

French, Florence M., B.A.
 
Spec. Lecturer in Speech, 1955


Graham, Benjamin, M.A
 
Spec. Lecturer in Sociology, 1951


Grieg, Margaret E., Ph.D.
 
Spec. Lecturer in Enzymology,
 

1954-55
 
Grimsal, Edward J., M.A
 

Spec. Lecturer in Modem Physics,
 
Feb.-June, 1951
 

Hart, Merrill C., D.Sc.
 
Lecturer in Chemistry, 1944-50
 
Research Dir. for Upjohn Scholars,
 

1944-50
 

Heyl, Frederick W., Ph.D.
 
Lecturer in Chemistry and Research
 
Dir. for Upjohn Scholars, 1922-44
 

Johnson, Max A., B.S. 
Spec. Lecturer in Phys. Ed., Feb.
June, 1949 

Kirby, George A., M.A.
 
Spec. Lecturer in Accounting,
 

1953-54
 
Laughlin, Wilbur P., B.A
 

Spec. Lecturer in Economics, 1954

56
 

Lawrence, Jean, Ph.D.
 
Spec. Lecturer in Chemistry, 1957

MacDonald, Robert, M.A
 
Teacher of Piano, 1943-49
 

Mitchell, Mary E.
 
Spec. Lecturer in Speech, 1942-43
 

Morrell, James W., B.A.
 
Spec. Lecturer in Speech, 1955-56
 

Mullen, Charles Howard, L.L.B.
 
Spec. Lecturer in Pol. Sci., Feb.


June, 1950
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Myers, Marshall, M.A.
 
Dir. of Instrumental Music, 1954


55
 
Nibbelink, Elva Jean, M.M.
 

Teacher of Piano, 1954-55
 

Orr, Genevieve, M.A.
 
Visiting Lecturer in For. Lang.,
 

1957
Overley, Mabel Pearson
 

Teacher of Voice, 1936

Panico, Olga
 
Spec. Lecturer in Spanish, 1956


57
 
Rasmussen, Esther D.
 

Teacher of Violin, 1936-43
 

Robandt, Ardith, B.A
 
Teacher of Piano, 1949-51
 

Russey, Edward Carlton, B.A
 
Acting Dir. of Band, 1937-38
 

Rutz, Edward C.
 
Spec. Lecturer in Problems of City
 
Administration, 1934-38
 

Seber, Robert C., Ph.D.
 
Spec. Lecturer in Mathematics,
 

1956
Shober, Lucielle Johnson, AB.
 

Teacher of Voice, 1947-49
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Smith, Beth Turnbull, AB.
 
Teacher of Piano, 1946-50
 

Stone, Wayne Robert, M.A
 
Spec. Lecturer in Pol. Sci., 1950-51
 

Taylor, Harold Claire, Ph.D.
 
Spec. Lecturer in Pol. Sci., 1948


49; 1955
Thole, Henry C., M.A
 

Spec. Lecturer in Economics, 1950

51
 

Tilton, John R., M.A
 
Spec. Lecturer in Psychology,
 

1951-52; 1956
Travis, Harry E., B.A
 

Spec. Lecturer in Speech, Sept.,
 
1952-Jan., 1953
 

Troff, Constance N., B.A.
 
Teacher of Piano, 195 I-52
 

Turbeville, Harry Everett, M.A
 
Spec. Lecturer in Personnel Admin


istration, 1955
Ward, Nina Belle
 

Acting Dir. of Studio Art, 1935-36
 
Wetherbee, LaVerne J., B.A
 

Spec. Lecturer in Economics, Feb.

June, 1953
 

White, Robert Avery, B.A.
 
Spec. Lecturer in Pol. Sci., 1955



Trustees of Kalamazoo College) 1933-1958
 

Name 

Alfred, Frank H .• 
Allen, Harold B. 
Angell, William R. 
Annsrrong, Homer J. 
Ashbrook, M. Forest 
Bennett, Earl . 
Bixby, H. Glenn. 
Blakeslee, Arthur L. 
Bowen, Donald E. 
Campbell, Charles S. 
Chatters, Carl H. 
Clark, Ainsworth W. 
Crawford, 

Mrs. Kenneth L. 
Crow, Mrs. Allen B. 
Cummings, Richard. 
Davis, Cameron L. 
DeLano, Dorothy Upjohn
 
DeWaters, Enos A.
 
Dibble, Charles L.
 
Dow, Mrs. Alden B.
 
Dow, Mrs. Willard.
 
Ensing, Osborn H.
 
Evans, Ronald K.
 
Ferguson, George K.
 
Fetzer, John E. .
 
Fischer, Frederick C.
 

Gardner, Herbert H.
 
Gemrich, Edwin C.
 
Gemrich, Mrs. Edwin C.
 
Gilmore, Donald S.
 
Grant, Florence E.
 
Greene, David H.
 
Harlow, Ivan F.
 

Term of office 

1922- 1937
 
1937

1943-1950
 
1953

193°-1938
 
1921- 1935
 
1956

1939

1956

1923-1952
 
1940

1930-195 1
 

1956

1946

1957

1947

1933-1940
 

19 1 5

1927-1940
 
1956

1945-1946
 
195°-1955
 
1950

1938

1954

1947-1953
 
1956

1935

1948

1953-1955
 
1930-1946
 
1922- 1948
 
1948

1944

Name 

Hannon, Claude M. 
Hayward, Ralph . 
Hendrickson, O. C. 
Hill, T. Russ . 
Hoag, John W. 
Howard, Harry C. 
Hudson, Grant M. 
Hull, Blanche W. 
Jackson, H. Clair. 
Johnson, Bernard L. 
Johnson, M. Lee. 
Johnson, Robert L. 
Johnson, Warren C. 
Kirby, Lewis H. 
Lawrence, William J. 
Leete, Thomas T., Jr. 
Lewis, R. P. 
Light, Richard U. 
Light, S. Rudolph 
McElvenny, Ralph T. 
McGorrill, Milton M. 
MacKenzie, Clark W. 
Moody, Paul B. 
Nuveen, John . 
Oakley, Claude W. 
Olds, Ransom E. 
Olmsted, Floyd R. 

(Honorary) • • 
Phelps, William Lyon . 
Pinkham, Fred O. 
Quick, Oren G. 
Ralston, Ralph M. . • 
Ratcliffe, Mrs. William A. 
Reed, John W. 
Robbins, Orner, Jr. 

Term of office 

1917-1951
 
1944-1950
 
1938- 1943
 
1946-1949
 
1915-1945
 
19°7-1946
 
1917-1953
 
1934-1947
 
19°1-1956
 
1919-1943
 
1948- 1956
 
1953

1950 


1927-1946
 
1949

19°1-1935
 
1943-1956
 
1951

1940- 1947
 
1956

1935-1944
 
1956
1935-195°
 
193°-1948
 
1912- 1934
 
19°9-195°
 
1918- 1956
 
1956

1928- 1943
 
1919-195°
 
1920- 1943
 
1947
195 1
1953
1954

175
 



Name 

Ryan, Daniel . 
Schreiber, Richard S. 
Shakespeare, Henry . 
Sligh, Charles R. . 
Smith, Harold T. . 
Smith, Raymond H. 
Sorenson, Perc C. . 
Stewart, L. H. . . 
Stocker, Dwight L. . 
Sutherland, L. W. 

(Honorary) 

Term of office 

1957

1953

1948

1951- 1955
 
1957

192.6-1945
 
1954

1911- 1940
 

195 1

192.6-1956
 
1956

THE 
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Name Tenn of office 

Taylor, Merrill W. 195 1

Todd, Paul H. 192.4

Upton, Frederick S. 1954

Upton, Louis C. . 1948- 1952.
 
Wallace, Frank. . 192.6-1935
 
Williams, Maynard O. 1936

Wylie, T. Thomas 1936

Yaple, E. L. . . 1918- 1939
 
Young, Edgar R. 19 1 3-1953
 

(Honorary) 1953

Young, Smith G. 1908- 1944
 



Women)s Council of Kalamaz:.po College) 1933-1958
 

Ashbrook, Mrs. M. F. 
Baker, Mrs. Leon J. 
Becker, Mrs. Roger F. 
Bennett, Mrs. George L. 
Buckley, Mrs. James. 
Campbell, Mrs. Charles S. 
Carr, Mrs. John E. 
Chase, Miss Genevieve . 

(ex officio) 
Chatters, Mrs. Carl H. 
Clifton, Mrs. C. E. 
DeWaters, Mrs. Enos A. 
Donaldson, Miss Birdena 

(ex officio) 
Fast, Mrs. Ralph B. 
Ferguson, Mrs. George K. 
Fleugel, Mrs. James B. 
Foohey, Mrs. John P. 
Gilmore, Mrs. Donald . 
Goux, Mrs. L. J. . 
Grant, Miss Florence . 

(Honorary) 
Hammond, Mrs. Lee . 
Haskell, Miss Frances . 
Hayward, Mrs. Ralph A. 
Hodge, Mrs. Frederick M. 
Hodgman, Mrs. Albert B. 

Hoisington, Mrs. E. C. 
Hornbeck, Mrs. John W. 

(ex officio) 
Howard, Mrs. Harry C. 
Hubbell, Mrs. R. J. 
Hudson, Mrs. Grant M. 
Hudson, Mrs. Richard. 

1929-1941
 
1942

1946

1924-1952
 
1950-1954
 
1924-1946
 
1924-1941
 
1937-1938
 

1947

1935-1939
 
1936- 1939
 
1938- 1948
 

1954

1950

1937-1950
 
1939"'"1942
 
1952

1924-1939
 
1933-1947
 
1947-1949
 
1956

1952

1946

1935-1947
 
1939"'"1943
 
1950

1956

1931- 1937
 

1924

1947-1951
 
1931- 1946
 
1952-1 954
 

Hull, Miss Blanche W. 1929"'"1947
 
Irvine, Mrs. Stuart • 1939"'"
 
Johnson, Mrs. Charles K. 1950

(ex officio)
 
Johnson, Mrs. M. Lee • 1939
Kirby, Mrs. Lewis H. 1946-1952
 
Knight, Mrs. Donald • 1954

Lewis, Mrs. Raymond. 1946-195°
 
Light, Mrs. Richard U. 1954

McCreary, Mrs. Ronald C. 1948-1950
 

(ex officio)
 
McGorrill, Mrs. Milton M. 1935-1941
 
Magill, Mrs. D. T. • . 1924-1945
 
Olds, Mrs. Ransom E. 1933-195°
 
Olmsted, Mrs. Floyd R. 1924

Pitkin, Mrs. J. A. • • 1929"'"1943
 
Race, Mrs. William. 1939"'"
 
Ralston, Mrs. Ralph M. 1939"'"
 
Ratcliffe,. Mrs. William A. 1943

Rich, Mrs. Dwight H. 1946

Roe, Mrs. Clarence. • 1952

Schweitzer, Mrs. H. E. 1934

Scott, Mrs. William A. 1939"'"1943
 
Shakespeare, Mrs. Henry 1953

Stocker, Mrs. Dwight L. 1953

Stone, Mrs. William A. 1939"'"1943
 
Sullivan, Mrs. Ralph. 1946-1950
 
Todd, Mrs. A. J. 1947

Upjohn, Mrs. E. Gifford 1939"'"
 
Upton, Mrs. Frederick S. 1956

Vermeulen, Mrs. Leslie N. 1946

Wallace, Mrs. William K. 1951-1954
 
Woodhams, Mrs. LeGrand 1953
Yaple, Mrs. E. L. 1924-1934
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Academic freedom, 127, 128
 
Administration, 5,8,49,126,131,158
 
Administrative committee, 78, 102
 
Admissions, 106, I II, 119, 133
 
Agosto, Vincent, 48
 
Albin, Kathryn (Mrs. B. A. Hodg

man), 140
 
Allan Hoben Memorial Organ, 89
 
AlI-A record, 7
 
Allerton, Samuel Ellsworth, 8
 
Alpha Lambda Delta, 98
 
Alpha Sigma Delta, 95
 
Alumnae, 7
 
Alumni, 7, 8, 9, 26, 60, 101, 106,
 

111-116,1 23
 
Alumni Association, 112, 113, 116
 
Alumni Directory, I I 5
 
Alumni journalism, I 12
 
American Association of Physics
 

Teachers, 1°9
 
American Baptist Convention, 93
 
American-born Japanese, 40
 
American Council of Education, 37,
 

160
 
American Geographical Society, 122
 
American Men of Science, 27
 
American Physical Society, 109
 
Anderson, Edward, 14
 
Anderson, Rolla L., 75
 
Angell, Chester M., 72, 80
 
Angell Field, 65, 74, 79, 80, 81, 141
 
Angell, Mrs. William R., 80
 
Angell, William R., 72, 80
 
Ann Arbor, II, 12, 13
 
Anniversary Development Program,
 

1°7
 
Anniversary Fund, 140, I4I
 

Index 
(Exclusive of Appendix) 

Annual Fund, 60, 71, 75, III, 124,
 
135, 140
 

Antioch College, 37
 
Arcadia golf course, 79
 
Art Center, 138-140
 
Art Dept., 139, 140, 148
 
ASTP, 68, 70, 72
 
Athletics committee, 78
 
Athletics Dept., 74
 
Athletics policy, 102
 
Atlantic Monthly, 128
 
Averill, Uoyd J., 93, 130
 
Axtell, Harold L., 108
 

"Baby famine," 117
 
Bachelor, Frank B., 63, 64
 
Bach Festival, 86-87
 
Bach Festival Council, 86
 
Bacon, Justin H., 64, 71
 
Bailey, Silas, 14
 
Baker, Burton L., 108
 
Balch, E. A., 139
 
Balch, Nathaniel, 144
 
Baptist collection of books, 143
 
Baptist denomination, I I, 14, 130
 
Baptist Institute, 52
 
Baptist World Movement, 16
 
Barnard, Chester 5., 74, 101
 
Barrett, Laurence N., 134, 155
 
Baseball diamonds, 8 I
 

"Battle of Caps On," 43-44
 
Batts, H. Lewis, Jr., 137
 
Batts, H. Lewis, 91
 
Becker, Russell J., 103
 
Biblical Literature Dept., 93
 
Biology Dept., 27, 28, 32, 137
 
Board of Education and Publications,
 

13°
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Board of Trustees. 4. 5. 8, 12, 13, 19, 
20, 52, 53, 55, 58, 59, 60, 61, 63, 
72,75,80,101,102, 1°4, 10~ 109, 
119,121,124, 125, 126, 130, 131, 
134,136,137, 140 

Bodine, Gelald L., 65 
Boiling Pot, The, 37, 96 
Bowen Annex, 17 
Bowen Hall, 8, 15, 16, 49, 57, 89, 

II8, 137, 141, 147, 157 
Braithwaite, Robt. W., 65 
Branch, U. of Chicago, I 5 
Branch, U. of M., II 
"Bridge of Life, The," 62 
Bronk, Detlev W., 107 
Bronson, 12,47,48 
Brooks, Kendall, 14 
Brown U., 30 
B.S. degree abolished, 33 
Buick Motor Co., 19 
Bulletin, The, 15,22,23, II2, II5 
Bureau of Municipal Research, 22, 23, 

25, 151 
Burton, Harold, 72 

Cambridge U., 103 
Campus, 7, I 5 
Canada, 40, 52, 56 
Careers of graduates, I 13 
Carleton College, 52, 153 
Carnegie Corporation, 62 
Carnegie Foundation, 25, 143 
Carnegie Tech., 30 
Cartland, Geo. Francis, 108 
Cassady, Louise S. (Mrs. Charles K. 

Johnson), 103 
Centennial celebration, 4, 8, 26 
Centennial History of Kalamazoo 

College, 8, 146, 147 
Central High School, 107 
Century Forum, 95 
"Challenge gifts," 124, 137 
Chamber Music Ensemble, 98 
Championships, 82 
Chapel programs, 89 
Chapel, required, 90 
Chaplain of the College, 88 
Character and Christian Education, 53 
Chase, Genevieve, 54, 58 

INDEX 

Chemistry Dept., 28, 32, 77 
Chen, W. C., 142, 144 
Chicago, I I 2 

Chicago Tribune, 160 

Chicago U., 15, 25, 30, 52, 54, 140, 
15° 

Chicago University Press, 25 
China, 39, 40 
Christmas Carol Service, 85 
Circle K, 98 
City Hall, 22, 23 
Citations, 78, 108, 109, IIO, 121, 135 
Civil War, 12, 72 
Clapp, Wilfred E., 108 
Clark, Frances, 85 
Clark, U., 30 
Clemens, Ted, 72 
Cleveland, II 2 

Climax, Mich., I I 

Co-education, 10, 160 
Colby, Leonard, II3 
Cole, Stewart Grant, 26, 52-58, 61. 

143 
Cole, Velsa Viola, 108 
Colgate-Rochester Divinity School, 59, 

93, 103 
College Board examinations, 159 
College charter, I I 

College Music House, 83, 85 
College Players, 98 
College Retirement Equities Fund, 127 
Collins, Paul E., 103 
Colorado U., 59 
Columbia U., 30, 103, 109 
Committee on Education of Scientists, 

25 
Committee on Faculty, 127 
Comprehensive examinations, 159 
Comstock, 12 
Connable estate, 138 
Connecticut Wesleyan U., 25 
Copps, John A, 103 
Cornell, Robt. F., 22, 23 . 
Cornell U., 132 
Councell, William, 80 
Counselling service, 106 
Counselling system, 158 
Crozer Theological Seminary, 52, 53 
Curriculum Committee, 155, 156 
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INDEX 

Curriculum Divisions, 156 
Curricular changes, 68, 155, 156 
Czernecki, Edward, 72 

Dean of the Chapel, 88,93, 103 
Dean of the Faculty, 155 
Dean of Curriculum, 155 
Denison D., 54 
Denominational preferences, 91 
Depression, The, 3, 6, 8, 12, 23, 83, 

84, 105, II2, 120, 133, 139 
Desens, Richard, 72 
DeWaters, E. A., 19, 20 
DeWaters, Mrs. E. A., 19, 20 
Diebold, Frances, 27, 109, 137 
Director of Stetson Chapel, 88 
Doctoral rank, 4 I 
Donaldson, Berdina E., 64, 102, 103 
Duke D., 30 
Dunbar, Willis F., 8, 54, 64, 66, 108, 

160 
Dunsmore, Marion H., 7, 88, 89, 91, 

93, 109, 147 

Economics Club, 98 
Economics Dept., 56, 64, 150, 157 
Educational Policies Committee, 155 
Education Dept., 152 
"Education for Change," 155 
Eisenhower, Dwight D., 154 
Eldred, Caleb, I I, 144 
Ells, Victor Raymond, 7 
Emerson, Ralph Waldo, 10,34 
End of Learning Is Gracious Living, 

61 
Endowment, 15, 16, 17, 104, 105, 135, 

136 
Engineering course, 156 
English Dept., 100, 156, 157, 159 
Enrollment, 15, 17, II7, 123, 124, 

126, 132, 133, 134 
Eurodelphian Gamma Society, 95, 

147 
Europe, 39, 61, 66 
Evergood, Philip, 62, 71 
Everton, John Scott, 77, 103, 104, 

106, 107, 108, 109, 110, I I I, 119, 
I 2I, 122, 124 

Faculty, 5, 8, 13, 15, 16, 17, 22, 31, 
32, 33, 35, 36, 4 1, 42, 43, 45, 53, 
56, 61, 67, 68, 69, 75, 77, 90, 95, 
97, 102, II 8, 120, 121, 122, 125, 
126, 130, 134, 136, 143, 146, 156, 
157, 158, 159 

Faculty meetings, 43, 44, 57 
Faculty research, 44 
Fechter, Wilma Eleanor, 8 
Federal Communications Commission, 

98 
Fellowship in Learning, A, 3, 6, 47, 

138 
Ferguson George K., I 19 
Ferguson, Homer, 107 
Fine Arts Bldg., 107 
Fischer, Charles L., 143 
Fisher, Royal Haight, 108 
Ford Foundation, II9, 127, 136, 157 
Foreign Language Dept., 152, 157 
Foreign Language Laboratory, 157 
Fortune Magazine, 29, 31 
Founde~Day, 11,89, 160 
France, 19, 40 
Frances Clark Workshops, 85 
Fund raising programs, 105 

"Gal from Kalamazoo, The," 7 I 

Ganong, Carey K., 56-58 
Garrison, Harold, 72 
Gates, Sherwood, 45, 58 
General Motors, 107 
George Washington D., 30 
Gilmore, Donald S., 141 
Goodrich, H. B., 25, 27, 29 
Goodsell, Charles T., 4, 8, 19,49, 52, 

66, 67, 84, 88 
Gordon, Mack, 7 I 

Goss, Louise, 85 
Graduate work, II 5 
Graves, Jack, 72 
Gregory, J. M., 14 
Grinnell College, 103, 104 
Grow, Lloyd, 75 

Hall, Jeremiah, 144 
Hames, Everett R., 65 
Harmon, Claude H., 20, 63, 
Harmon Hall, 63, r04, 107, r36 
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Harper, Ernest B., 8 
Harvard D., 6, 122 
Hathaway, Baxter, 34 
Hauptman, Leo M., 64 
Hayes, Charles B., 79 
Haynes, Glen G., 72 
Hemmes, L. L 63,1°9,139 
Hicks, Weimer K., 132, 134-136, r42, 

143, 145, 160, 161 
Hightower, Raymond L., 8, 103, 158 
Hillsdale College, 54 
Hinckley, Edward B., 64, 100 
Hinkle, Marilyn, 113 
History Dept., 4, 54, 139, 152 
Hoben, Allan, 4, 14, 16, 18, 19, 21, 

26, 47, 52, 88, 143 
Hoben Hall, 19, 21, 26, 52, 55, 63, 

69, 70, 71, 141 
Homecoming, 7, II 2 
Hoover, J. Edgar, 116 
Hope College, 3 I 

Hopwood Prize, 34 
Hornbeck, Frances C. (Mrs. Gerald 

Allen), 64, 65, 109 
Hornbeck, J. W., 29, 109 
Hornets, 81, 82 
Horowitz, Martin, 72 
Huizenga, Albert T., 108 

Illinois, 77, II 5 
Illinois D., 74 
Index, The, 37, 58, 96, 97 
Indiana, 77, 116 
Indianapolis, 112 
Indiana D., 74 
Industrial influence, 28 
Industrial Relations Center, 150 
Institute of Arts, 83, 138, 139 
Institute of Government, 130, 151 
Institute of International Education, 

110 
Interchurch Student Council, 91 
Interchurch Student Fellowship, 91 
Interchurch World Movement, 16 
Interim periods, 19, 21, 26, 52, 77, 84, 

102,119,121,130,131 
International Relations Club, 67, 98, 

143 

INDEX 

Iowa State D., 30 
Iowa D., 54, 65,64 

Jackson, J. B., 108 
Japan, 39,40, 61 
Johns Hopkins D., 107 
Journal ot Higher Education, 29 

Kalamazoo Associates, 65 
Kalamazoo (city), 10,79, 150 
Kalamazoo College Alumni News, I 12 
Kalamazoo College Alumnus, 29, 6 I, 

65, 72, 77, 113, 135 
Kalamazoo College Improvement 

Fund, 60 
Kalamazoo County Relief Adminis

tration, 8 
Kalamazoo Foundation, 79, 138, 139, 

141 
Kalamazoo Gazette, 55 
Kalamazoo Institute of Arts, 138, 139 
Kalamazoo Literary Institute, II, 12 
"Kalamazoo" (name), 10, 47 
Kalumnian, The, I I 2 

Kalumni News, 60, 68, 75, 113 
Kappa Delta Chi, 91, 98 
Kappa Pi, 95 
Kerman, Ralph 0., 8 
Kjorvestad, Beryl, 72 
Knapp, R. H., 25, 27, 29 
"Knothole Club," 109 
Knox, Ethel L., 108 
Korean War, 117 
Kresge Foundation, 137 

Lafferty, Wm., 72 
Langen, Owen, 72 
Lansing, 46 
Lauth, Edward J., 113 
Lay Conference on Young Adult 

Work,93 
Le Cercle Francais, 98 
Levin, Louis, 108 
Lewis, Harry F., 29 
Lewis, Sinclair, 38 
Liberal Arts, 31-35 
Library, 15, 17, 141, 142-149 
Library budget, 142-143 
Library needs, 145-146 



INDEX 

Light, Richard D., 107, 108, 119,
 
121-126, 130, 131, 137,
 

Literary societies, 94, 95, 147
 
Literature Dept., 32, 151
 
Living War Memorial, 80
 
Locations of alumni, 115-116
 
Los Angeles, 112
 
Lucasse, Walter M., 108
 

MacKenzie, Clark, 82
 
Mandelle, Mary Senter, 62
 
Mandelle Memorial Library, 17, 62,
 

146-148, 15°
 
Mars, Leonard, 72
 
Martin, Joe, 72
 
Mary Trowbridge House, 17, 61, 62,
 

137, 140
 
Masters, Edgar Lee, 48
 
Mathematics Dept., 27, 137, 153
 
Mather, Helen C., 144
 
Mayo Clinic, 100
 
McCreary, Alberta Argow, 103
 
McCreary, Ronald C., 103
 
Men's and Women's Societies, 95
 
Meredith, Florence M., 144
 
Merrill, Thomas W., 10, II, 12, 144
 
Merriman, Alice Brown, 144
 
MIAA,81
 
Michigan, 9, 10, II, 15, 76, 77, 115,
 

143, 152, 157
 
Michigan Advisory Sports Board, 77
 
Michigan and Huron Institute, I 1.12,
 

160
 
Michigan Baptist Convention, 130
 
Michigan Historical Commission, 16o
 
Michigan State D., 30
 
Michigan D., II, 13,34,54,75,122
 
Miles, John B., 108
 
Miller, Glenn, 71
 
Milwaukee, 64, I 12
 
Minneapolis, I 12
 
Model political conventtons, 154
 
Money raising report, 104, I I I
 

Morris, Gilbert, 72
 
Moses, Elliot, 144
 
Mulder, Arnold, 109
 
Municipal research library, 143
 
Murphy, John B., 72
 
Music Dept., 85, 86, 87, 139
 

National Association of Schools for
 
Social Administration, 153
 

National Baptist Youth Conference,
 
93
 

National Junior Boys' Tournament,
 
71,76,77
 

National Research Council, 29
 
Nazareth College, 136
 
NCAA,76
 
Nebraska D., 30, 59
 
Negro students, 39
 
Nelson, Theodore, 14
 
New England, II, 13
 
Newman Club, 98
 
New York state, 14, 112, 116
 
Noggle, Wave L., 144
 
Northwestern D., 30
 
Nulf, Robert W., 74, 75, 101
 

Oath of allegiance, 128
 
Objectives, 160- I 6 I
 

Oersted Medal, 1°9
 
Of Generous and Noble Persons, 144
 
Ohio, 77, 116
 
Old Age and Survivols Insurance, 127
 
"Old Grad," 7, 97
 
Olds, R. E., 136,
 
Olds Science Hall, 17, 26, 27, 105,
 

136
 
Oriental students, 39
 
Origin of American Scientists, The, 

25, 36, 113, 162
 
Otto, Gilbert Fred, 108
 
Out-of-doors commencement, 109
 
Overley, Henry, 66, 84, 85, 86
 
Overley Society, 98
 

Pan-American Club, 98
 
Paris, 39, 62
 
Palker, Henry Cole, 108
 
"Pay and the Professor," 128
 
Peacock, Leishman A., 64, 103
 
Pearl Harbor, 66, 67
 
Peddie School, 132
 
Pennsylvania State D., 30
 
Percy, Robert, 72
 
Perry, Maurice, 72
 
Phi Beta Kappa, 136,142
 
Phi Kappa Alpha, 98
 



Philadelphia, 52, 112. 
Philo Lambda Society, 95, 147 
Philosophy Dept., 139, 151 
Physical Education Bldg., 140, 141 
Physical Education Dept., 157 
Physics Dept., 28 
Pickhardt, Roland C., 88, 89 
Pitkow, Alvin, 72 
Pobst, R. Lloyd, 65, 113 
Political Science Dept., 22, 23, 151 
Praeger Greenhouse, 17, 32 
Praeger, William, 27, 32 
Prairie Ronde, 12 
Pre-graduate study, 148 
Preparatory Department, 15 
Princeton U., 6, 30, 132 
Professional freedoms, 128 
Psychology Club, 98 
Psychology Dept., 153, 157 
Putnam, Samuel, 14 

Rank, states of, 126 
Reconstruction, 123, 124, 130, 131 
"Red Hag incident," 8 
Redlands U., 103 
Reed College, 27, 3 I 

"Rejuvenation" of trustees, 129 
Religion Dept., 93, 153 
Religious Affairs Committee, 92 
Religious Emphasis Program, 92 
Religious Emphasis Week, 92 
Required chapel, 90 
Research, 44 
Retirement, 61, 127-129 
Rickard, Samuel H., 107 
Ripon College, 132 
Ritual of Recognition, 138 
Robinson, Florence Bell, 108 
Rochester, 112 
Rochester U., 122 
"Roger Williams College," 47 
Ruml, Beardsley, 126, 128, 129 
Ruml Budget Plan, 125-12.7 
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