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TO SE LECTE D MEN: 

You have been selected to serve your country. We 
who remain behind depend upon your courage and effi
ciency to help win this war. We owe you .a debt of 
gratitude which we cannot repay, and' which y$u are 
not worrying about. But you will fight better fQr 
knowing thai while you are gone your folks at home 
need lack for nothing, in times of emergency and anxie
ty, which friendly interest and ample resources can 
supp~y. The Red Cross cannot take your place, but 
we who place this book in your hands can be depended 
upon to do many things for your family that they can
not do for themselves and which you cannot provide 
for during your absence. We may need only to supply 
information of some kind. But that will be given 
promptly and accurately. Whatever it may be that we 
shall have opportunity to do, we shall gladly do 
through the Home Service Section of the Red Cross. 
(See address on cover.) 
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BEFORE YOU GO 

TALK THESE THINGS OVER WITH YOUR 
FAMILY 

Here are some things which you will wish to talk 
over with your family before you leave and about 
which you and they may obtain further information 
from the Home Service Section. 

E very Soldier's Family Needs I nformation 

Every soldier's family needs information about the 
War Risk Insurance Law and other legislation or regu
lations for the benefit of soldiers and their relatives. 
Your home folks will want to know what to do if the 
Government allotment is delayed; how to apply for a 
family allowance if one is not received and they are 
entitled' to it; whether they should receive a Govern
ment policy if you have taken out Government insur
ance; what to do if the Liberty Bond for which you 
have subscribed is not delivered; how. to correctly ad
dress a letter to you when you are in. France; etc., etc. 
Jt is not necessary for them to write to Washington 
to learn these things. Washington sends the latest 
information on these points and many more to our 
.Horne Service Section for the use of your family. Tell 
them to take their inquiries to the Red Cross, where 
they will be answered accurately .and promptly. 

Compulsory Allotment 

You and they need to know that when you get to 
camp you will be furnished with a printed form upon 
which to make an allotment of your pay to your fam
ily. Your officers will give you detailed instruction as 
to filling out this form, but there are certain points 
which you .and your family should mutually under
stand before· you leave home. You will be required to 
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allot $15 a month1 from your pay to your wife, if you 
have one, or to your child or children, if you have 
children and your wife is not living. The amount of 
this compulsQry allotment will not change if your pay 
is increased. 

Family Allowance to Wife and Children 

To this sum the Government will add a family allow
ance of $15 to your wife or $25 if you have · a wife and 
child; $32.50 if you 'have a wife and two children and 
$5 more for each additional child. If you have chil
dren, but your wife is not living, the amount which the 
Government will add to the compulsory allotment is $5 
for one child; $12.50 for two children; $20 for tliree 
children; $30 for four children and· $5 more for each 
additional child. 

The Voluntary Allotment to Dependent Parents, 

Brothers, Sisters, Grandparents or Grandchildren 
You do not have to make any allotment of your pay 

to your parents, brothers, sisters, grandparents or 
grandchildren, but unless you do they will not re
ceive the· family allowance from the 1Government. 
To get this allowance for them, you must -allot 
$15 a monthi from your pay, if you are not making a 
compulsory allotment, or $5 a month if you are already 
making a compulsory allotment to your wife or child. 
You may allot this sum to several of them collectively, 
and the 'Government will divide it among them. 

The Family Allowance to Dependent Parents, Brothers, 

Sisters, Grandparents or Grandchilclren 
Even if you do make this allotment from your pay 

to these relatives they will not receive the family al
lowance unless they are dependent upon you for sup
port. In asking for the allowance for them you will 
have to state how lnuch you have been contributing 
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to them. Talk over .with them just how much this has 
been. Estimate not only the averaJge amount of money 
you have given them each week, but the value of what 
they have given you in return, in. the way of board, 
for instance. It is the difference, or the net amount 
that you contributed, which will determine whether 
you can secure an allowance for them and how much 
that allowance will be. 

The Government will add to the allotment which 
you make from your pay $10 a month to you11 depend
ent mother or father, or $20 if both of them are de
pendent on you and also $5 a month for each de
pendent brother, sister, grandchild or grandparent. 
If you ·have no dependent parents but have depend
ent grandparents the latter will receive $10 each. 

The Government will not pay these sums unless 
the amount which you formerly contributed to these 
relatives was as much as the proposed allotment and 
allowance put together. 

In filling out the form which will be given you 
when you get to camp, be sure you name all of your 
brothers, sisters, and parents who are dependent 
upon you, and for whom you wish to secure the 
family allowance. Only those you specifically name 
will get it. You can apportion your allotment or the 
Government will divide your allotment among this 
group and also pay to each member of the group the 
family allowance to which such member is entitled. 
However, the total of all the family allowances which 
wil. be paid to your relatives, including your wife and 
children, is limited to $50. If any of these dependent 
relatives to whom you have allotted part of your pay 
do not receive the family allowance, they may learn 
at the Home Service Section how they, themselves, 
may apply for it. If any one of these relatives becomes 
dependent upon you after you leave home, the Home 
Service Section will advise under what circumstances 
and how· that person m~y secure a family allowance. 
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The allotments and allowances discussed above are 
paid by the Bureau of War Risk Insuranl!:e, which is a 
branch of the Treasury Department. 

Voluntary Allotments to Other Persons 

If you wish to. allqt a portion of your pay to some 
relative who is not dependent upon you, or to your 
financee, or to some friend, or to any other person, or 
to take out. The right to take <>ut Government in
will be furnished you by your commanding officer. The 
amount which you allot is discretionary with you. The 
Government will not pay anyt allowance to such per
sons. These allotments will be paid through the office 
of the Quartermaster General. 

Government Insurance for Yourself or for Your Widow, 

Child, Grandchild, Parent, Grandparent 

Brother or Sister 

You will want to talk over with your family the 
amount of Government insurance which you are going 
to take ouf. The right to take out Government in
::.urance is one of the most valuable rights which the 
United States has given you, not only for the protec
tion of your family, but also for your own 'protection. 

If you are disabled totally and permanently, monthly 
instalments on account of such insurance will be paid 
to you as long as you live. You may make the in
surance payable in case of your death to your widow, 
child, grandchild, parent, grandparent, brother or sister, 
but to no one else. You may change the beneficiary at 
any time and the Government will not disclose the 
beneficiary's name. Every enlisted man should apply 
for insurance. He may tak·e out from $1,000 to $10,
ooo: He sbould take out as much as he can afford and' 
fUOSt men can readily afford the largest sum--$10,000. 
The Government bears so much of the expenses that 
you will have to pay' only a small part of what an in-
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surance company would charg>e you. The exact cost 
varies with your age. If you are 21 you can obtain 
$10,000 worth of Government insurance by allotting 
only $6.50 a month of your pay. 

The cost has been made so low that a private, who 
has allotted to his wife and children, can afford to take 
out $10,0oo of insurance and yet have several dollars a 
month left for spending money. 

The insurance is payable in 240 monthly instalments, 
but if the insurance is being paid to you because you 
have been totally and petmanently disabled, these in
stalments will continue as long as you live, and if you 
should die before the twenty years are up, the balance 
will be paid in equal monthly instalments to the mem
ber of your family designated by you. 

You must apply for this insurance within 120 days 
after you enter the service. 

In applying for the insurance you will state to whom 
you wish the insurance policy or certificate sent. Tell 
your family not to worry if this certificate should not 
arrive for many months. The Government will have a 
record of your insurance. It will not be necessary to 
present the certificate to obtain payment. At the end 
of the war you caru have this insurance chaUJged into 
any one of several of the usual kinds of insurance, 
and without medical examination, even though you may 
have contracted some illness in the meantime which 
would make you uninsurable in an insurance company. 
Compensation to Yourself or to Your Widow, Child, 

Dependent Mother or Father 

In case you are injured or killed, the 'Government in 
addition to the insurance which you pay for, will pay 
compensation very similar to the workmen's compensa
tion given to injured factory employes. This compen
sation takes the place of pensions which were paid to 
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injured Civil War veterans and their families, and is 
far more just. If you should be totally d!sabled by 
some injury or disease resulting from your military . 
service, you will receive from $30 to $100 per month 
from the Government according to the size of your 
family and the nature of your disability. If you should 
be partly disabled, payments will be made in proportion 
to your loss in earning capacity. If you should die 
from injury or disease resulting . from your military 
service your widow will receive $25 a month until her 
death or remarri31ge. If she has one child she will re
ceive $35 a month. This payment will increase in pro· 
portion to the size of your family. If you should leave 
no widow but a child, he will receive $20 per month 
until he is eighte~n. If you should leave two children, 
they will receive $30 per month, etc . . The Government 
will also pay $20 a month to your dependent mother or 
dependent father, or $30 to both. 

Legal Advice 

Tell your family that if they should be in need of 
leg>al assistance while you are away and cannot afford' 
to pay for it, they may secure it withoot charge by ap
plying to the Home Service Section. A committee con
sisting of some of\ the best attorneys in town are co
operating with the Red Cross, or with the State Council 
of Defense, to render such advice and assistance to 
soldiers' families. 

If you should need legal advice when you get to 
camp, you will find a man there at the Red Cross 
House in a Red Cross uniform who is in charge of 
Home Service. Ask your commanding officer to put 
you in touch with him. He will refer your case to the 
Home Service Section in your home town which will 
see that a competent attorney renders the necessary 
assistance. If as is occasionally the case, the legal as
sistance must be rendered' at the camp, the Red Cross 
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Home Service man will obtain the necessary advice 
for you from the Judge Advocate at the camp. 

M'aking a Will 

No matter how little property you have you should 
make a will before you le.ave. Otherwise if anything 
should happen to you your relatives may be unable to 
obtain your property, arrears of pay, or personal be
longings without great delay and difficulty. Apply to 
the Hom~ Service Section. They will obtain for you 
through the committee of lawyers the best of legal as
sistance in preparing this will. It should be very care
fully drawn. Do not wait• until you get to camp. It 
can be more accurately prepared in your home town. 
In the._ haste and c.onfusion at camp it will be more 
difficult to get the will drawn properly. If you should 
fail to make a will before getting to camp, go to the 
Red Cross Home Service man there. He will arrange 
to have one prepared for you. 

Power of Attorney 

Before you leave home you may make out what is 
kn9wn as a "power of attorney" to your wife or some 
other reliable person. This will enable such person to 
manage your business a~airs in your absence just as 
you coul<t if you were,there. The Home Service Sec
tion will arrange to have a competent lawyer prepare 
this for you. 

Legal Proceedings 

If any legal proceedings are commenced against you 
while you are gone, anyone on your behalf has merely 
to state to the court that you are in the military service, 
and if the court believes that your ability to defend 
the action is materially affected by reason of such 
service, the court may g·rant a stay of the action until 
three months after your return, or for such shorter 
period as the court may think just. 

Judgment by default cannot be taken against you in 
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your absence without a special order from the court. 
The court may appoint an attorney to protect your in
terests and this attorney cannot waive any of your 
rights nor bind you by his acts. If judgment is finally 
entered against you, the court may nevertheless require 
the plaintiff to file a bond to make .good any loss that 
you may suffer by reason of the judgment, if you 
should succeed in having the judgment set aside on 
your return. When you come back you may apply to 
the court at any time within ninety days. If the court 
believes that your rights have been injured and that 
you had a just defense, the judgment may be set aside. 

Preventing Eviction 

While you are away your family cannot be dispos
sessed or evicted from their home without special or
der of the court, provided the amount of rent they are 
paying is not over $50 a month. If the landlord re
quests such an order, anyone on your behalf need 
merely state to the court that you are in the military 
service, and, if the court believes that the ability of the 
tenant to pay the agreed rent is materially affected' by 
reason of your absence, the court may stay the pro
ceedings for three month!i, or may make such other 
order as it deems just. You may, if you desire. make 
an allotment through the office of the Quartermaster 
General of a portion of your pay sufficient to meet 
the rent each. month. Your family should lmow that 
if anyone attempts to evict them in your absence with~ 
out special order of the court they may call a police 
officer and lawfully demand the .arrest of such persons. 
Such an illegal eviction would be a misdemeanor. 

Preventing and Re-Taking of Property Purchased On 
the Instalment Plan 

If you purchased property on the instalment plan 
and paid' a deposit or instalment on it before entering 
the military service, the party which sold it to you can-
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not re-take it without special order of the court. If 
such an order is applied for, anyone on your behalf 
has merely to state to the court that you are in the 
military service and if the court believes that your 
ability to comply with the terms of your contract is 
materially affected by reason of your service, the court 
may stay the proceedings or order repayment of the 
instalment which you had already paid before the seller 
can take back the property, or may make such other 
disposition of the matter as may seem just. Tell your 
family that any attempt to seize such property while 
you are away for the non-payment of an instalment 
without such special order is a misdemeanor. If such 
.an unlawful seizure is attempted, they may call a 
police officer and lawfully demand the arrest of the 
persons attempting it. 

Preventing Foreclosure of Mortgage 
If there is a mortgage on your property, dated prior 

to March 8, 1918, and if you owned the property be
fore you entered military service, the mortgage cannot 
be foreclosed and the property sold in your absence 
without a special order of the court. If such an order is 
applied for, anyone on your behalf has merely to state 
to the court that you are in military service. If the 
court believes that your ability to comply with the 
terms of the mortgag-e is materially affected by such 
service, the court may stay the proceedings or make 
other disposition of the matter as seems to it just. 

Preventing Lapse of Insurance Policy. 

If you have an insurance policy or a fraternal benefit 
membership and have made at least one payment there
o~ prior to September 1, 1917, and you fear that you 
may not be able to 'keep up the payments thereon in 
your absence, you may (if such payments are not in 
arrears for more than a year) obtain through your 
commanding officer when you get to camp, a form 
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upon which you may apply to the United States Gov
ernment to prevent the lapse of such a policy or mem
bership while you are away. Complete instructions as 
to how to make the application will be given. 

Preventing Sale of Your Land for Taxes 

If while you are away taxes or assessments become 
due upon property which you or your dependents 
owned or o•ccupied for dwelling or business purposes 
before you went into the service and which is still so 
occupied by either your dependents or your employes, 
someone on your behalf should file with the officer 
whose duty it is to collect such taxes or assessments 
an affioavit stating that your ability to pay such taxe~ 
or assessments is materially affected' by reason of such 
military or naval service. After it. is filed, the prop
erty cannot be sold to collect such taxes or assess
ments without a special order of the court, and the 
court may stay proceedings for such collection until 
six months after the war. Even if the court should 
permit the sale, you may nevertheless redeem such 
property, at any time within six; months after the war 
is over, merely by paying the sum originally due with 
six per cent interest thereon. 

Protecting Homestead Rights 

I_£ you have started a homestead, mining or other 
cla1m on public lands, such a claim will not be for
feited! or prejudiced in any way by reason of ·your ab
~ence from the lands while you are in 'the military serv
ICe, or by reason of your failure during~ that time to 
do _any act required by law to perfect such: claim. If 
whlle you are away, it is necessary for you to make 
any affidavit or proof required by law in connection 
wit? perfecting such claim, you may make such .affi
d~vlt or other proof before your commanding officer 
w1th the same legal effect as if taken before the reg
ister of the United States land office. 
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Advise Your Family to Stay Where They Are 
When you ieave for camp tell your family to stay 

where_ they are and not to move to a town near where 
you are going to be located. The Government has 
specially requested that the families of soldiers do not 
follow th,eir men to the cantonment. It is a patriotic 
duty to remain where they are. The railroads are con• 
gested rushing men and' supplies to the seaboard. The 
Government has asked no one to travel on the rail
roads unless it is really necessary. The towns in the 
vicinity of the camps are very crowded. It is difficult 
to get rooms and the prices are very high. 

If any trouble should arise while you are at the camp 
demanding your presence at home, apply to your com
manding officer for a furlough t" return to your family. 
You can go to them far more cheaply than they can 
come to you. The railroad rates for soldiers traveling 
on furloughs have been made very low by the Govern
ment, while railroad rates for other people are excep
tionally hig>h. 

Take Thought of the Future Welfare of Your Family 

Plan with th~ members of your family so far as you 
can for their well-being in your absence. Do not over
look the health and education of your child'ren, and the 
comfort of all others dependent upon you. Keep in 
mind, also, that friend or that acquaintance of yours 
who may need counsel or assistance before he leaves 
his family for the training camp. 

Help Which Some Soldier's Family May N_eed 

If any soldier's family does need help they may re
ceive it promptly and willingly from the Home Service 
Section, which will respect their confidence and their 
feelings. Home Service will not intrude where help is 
not needed nor acceptable. In an emerg>ency some sol
dier's relatives may need help in obtaining proper medi
cal care or competent legal advice, assistance in obtain-
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ing a position, counsel as to rearing or education of the 
children, a chance to talk over with a well-informed 
friend some perplexing trouble, or even aome help in 
money matters. These and many other kinds of help 
will readily and gladly be furnished by the Home Serv· 
ice Section. 

AFTER YOU GET T!) CAMP 

Filling Out Your Papers 

When you arrive at the camp your name and a great 
d{·al of other information about you will be recorded 
by the officers in charge. Be very careful that your 
full name is given and is spelled correctly. When you 
tell your officer in charge' what your name is, he may 
write it down just the way it sounds, although it may 
not be spelled that way. Watch how he writes iti and 
call his attention to it, if it' is wrong. This is very im- . 
porta.nt. If your name or those of your relatives are 
wrongfully recorded, the check which the Government 
sends to your family will be wrongly made out and 
they may be unable to cash it or the post office de
partment may be unable to deliver the letter contain
ing the check, because they cannot find anybody of that 
name. 

How Soon to Expect the Allotment 
After you have made out a form alloting part of 

your pay to members of your family, 'arrangements 
must be made to take this sum from your pay and the 
farm will be sent to ·washington. Yc:mr family should 
not expect to receive a check a few aays after you leave 
for camp. It generally takes six weeks to two months 
after the form is made out in camp before a check from 
Washington is received by the family. If no check is 
received in two months, your relatives should seek the 
advice of the Home Service Section. 
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Home Service at Camp 

If you are worried about your home affairs or wish 
to talk over with a well-informed friend anything which 
is troubling you, ask your commanding officer to di
rect you to the Red Cross House at the camp. There 
will be a Red Cross Home Service man there ready to 
help you. Tak~ your troubles to him. He will keep . 
whatev~r you tell him in the strictest confidence and 
advise you about whatever should be done. lf your 
family needs help at any time, he will send word to 
the Home Service Section in your home town and the 
Home Service Section will help them. 

Red Cross Home Service Overseas 

When you go overseas the.Red Cross Home Service 
will still be with you. In Europe if you are worried 
about home matters, ask your commanding~ officer to 
put you in touch with the Red Cross man stationed 
with your division abroad. He will advise you what to 
do and will write, or, in exceptional cases, cable to the 
Red Cross in the Unite& States which will quickly ar
range with the Home Service Section in your town to 
secure the help which is needed !or yourself and your 
family. 

N. B. If you wish to leave a cqpy of this booklet 
with your family when you leave home, the Home 
Service Section will be glad to give you another for 
that purpose. 

+ 
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