
Experiential Education Ventures 
in Business and Finance

And then there were two....Two K-Treks, that is. 

      A year ago in these pages appeared an article on K to the Bay, a 

donor-funded, two-and-a-half-day immersive learning experience 

during which four K seniors had meetings with high-tech start-

up business and industry leaders in Silicon Valley. That program 

is now entering its third year. K to the Bay takes place during the 

break between fall and winter terms. And it has inspired a cousin, 

the donor-funded, four-day K to the Big Apple, which took place in 

March during K’s spring break.

     “We framed this inaugural New York career trek to provide 

younger students the opportunity to gain similar exposure in a 

global hub for business and finance,” said Joan Hawxhurst, director 

of the Center for Career and Professional Development (CCPD), 

which coordinated the logistics of the trip. Participants included 

three sophomores and four juniors: Ryan Andrusz ’18, Emerson 

Brown ’17, Dylan Calloway ’17, Christopher Francis ’17, Shelby 

Hopper ’18, Kriti Singh ’17 and Joshua Vance ’18. 

     During the four days, the seven students met with 19 alumni 

in meetings that ranged in duration from an hour to five hours. An 

alumni reception expanded the students’ network by an additional 

seven alumni. “The breadth in terms of class years [1971 to 2015] 

and job diversity proved valuable to the students,” said Valerie 

Miller, CCPD, who traveled to New York with the students. 

“And the willingness of the graduates to participate was 

deeply gratifying.”

     So gratifying that Hawxhurst has high hopes for new K-Treks—

say, for example, Washington, D.C. (with a theme of public service), 

or Detroit (with a focus on revitalization and sustainability). 

“As we gather data on current student career interests, we can 

imagine term-break K-Treks focusing on entertainment in Los 

Angeles, health care—perhaps in Atlanta or Boston—and nonprofit 

administration and law in Chicago,” said Hawxhurst. 

  

   Of course like K to the Bay and K to the Big Apple, those 

drawing-board treks will require donor support and lots of alumni 

participation. So far, those assets have been in ample supply. Alumni 

participants in K to the Big Apple included Julianne Treadwell ’06,

instructional designer at Schoology; Kirsten Cieslar ’04, head of 

monetization strategy and development at HuffPost Global; Todd 

Jensen ’87, president at American Realty Capital Healthcare Trust; 

Bill Williams ’71, retired executive vice president at Bank of New 

York Mellon; Jim Clayton ’78, retired senior managing director 

at GE Commercial Finance; Hans Morefield ’92, vice president, 

Population Health and Care Coordination at Experian Health; 

Aaron Ries ’06, senior vice president at Jefferies Group; Tony 

Woods ’79, executive director of the private bank at J.P. Morgan; 

John Hitchcock ’78, vice president and managing director at 

Energy Intelligence Group; Dan Hoevel ’09, senior associate at 

Silver Lake Partners; Shane Bowen ’01, senior interest rates trader 

at Bank of America; Alex Silverman ’93, portfolio manager for 

private equity fund at Special Situations Fund; Rob Treadwell ’06, 

manager of liquidity at GE Capital; Melissa Stevens ’96, Citi 

FinTech chief operating officer and head of consumer innovation lab 

at Citi; Marty Karamon’92, principal at Deloitte; Tim Ball ’77,

 managing director at StormHarbor Securities, LLP; Philip 

Mulder ’15, research analyst at Federal Reserve Bank of New 

York; Riley Cook ’15, litigation paralegal at Shearman & 

Sterling; Oliver Christ ’90, director of business development 

and strategy at Ariel Partners; Aaron Elstein ’91, senior reporter 

at Crain’s Business News; Linda Hahn ’82, salesperson at Halstead 

Property; Patrick Hlavacek ’12, manager of outcomes and 

evidence at Pfizer; Sarah Manley ’09, attorney at The Legal Aid 

Society; Tendai Mudyiwa ’14, technology associate at Morgan 

Stanley; Marjorie Toshach ’13, human resources associate at 

MSLGroup; and Katherine Wegert ’06, Reorg Research.

     The student participants articulated the value of their K to 

the Big Apple experiences during a campus event in early May. 

Key takeaways: make time for your passions and develop your 

professional connections; value the liberal arts and be sure to take 

classes outside your comfort zone; recognize there are multiple 

pathways to the proverbial “foot in the door” (every experience 

matters); find great mentors; and trust the applicability of the liberal 

arts to business.

     To get involved with or provide support for the College’s current 

or experimental K-Trek opportunities, please contact Debra Ball at 

269.337.7238 or debra.ball@kzoo.edu.

Thanks to generous donors and alumni the future is bullish for K-Treks. Pictured on the recent K to the Big Apple trek are (counter-clockwise 
from upper left): Emerson Brown, Joshua Vance, Christopher Francis, Kriti Singh, Shelby Hopper, Dylan Calloway and Ryan Andrusz.ux

S
o

m
m

er
  /

  v
er

an
o

  /
  e

té
  /

  n
o

o
r 

 /
  e

st
at

e 
 /

  m
si

m
u 

w
a 

ki
an

g
az

i  
/

Su
m

m
er

Lu
x

2 0 1 6

ux KBIG 
APPLE

TO THEa 
ne

w
sl

et
te

r 
of

 K
al

am
az

oo
 C

ol
le

ge



Plays that moved from iconoclast to popular hit showcase the upcoming 53rd 

season of Festival Playhouse of Kalamazoo College. BROADWAY FIRSTS: STORIES 

OF OUTSIDER CULTURAL LANDMARKS IN AMERICAN THEATRE celebrates 

classics that didn’t start as such. “When these plays first staged,” said Ed Menta, 

the James B. Stone Professor of Theatre Arts and 

director of Festival Playhouse, “they were

considered groundbreaking productions from outside the mainstream that broke 

the norms of cultural conventions.” The musical The Rocky Horror Picture Show, 

now considered nearly conventional, was the first Broadway musical to feature a 

queer aesthetic that satirized traditional gender roles. Lorraine Hansberry’s A Raisin 

in the Sun, seen today as a quintessential American family drama, was the first play 

on Broadway written by an African-American woman. And the breakthrough hit of 

Lin-Manuel Miranda (creator of today’s Broadway megahit, 

Hamilton) was In the Heights, the first Tony award-winning 

hip hop and Latina/o musical. In addition to Rocky 

Horror, Raisin, and Heights (fall, winter and spring terms, 

respectively) Season 53 presents actor, singer, writer 

and composer Daniel Beatty (October 22), the latest  

installment in Festival Playhouse’s annual Diversity 

Guest Artist Series, and the Winter Senior Performances 

(February 9-12) featuring student-directed plays 

in K’s long tradition of students creating their own 

theatre. The three main stage performances will be 

directed, respectively, by Guest Artist Jon Reeves 

(who also serves as visiting instructor in 

the department and director of technical 

theatre and design), Associate Professor of 

Theatre Arts Karen Berthel and Menta. 

For dates, times and ticket information 

visit Festival Playhouse’s website (kzoo.edu/

festivaltheatre).

OutsideIn
“K keeps the koveted (sic) Klein Kup (sic) for the sixth straight 

year,” wrote the mathematical (and alliterative) phenom John 

Fink, professor emeritus of mathematics and computer science. 

Finding a first in the sixth proved no challenge for this group of 

the math-adroit. For the first time in the history of the annual 

Lower Michigan Mathematics Competition (LMMC, a.k.a. the 

Klein Kup) teams from the same college took first and second 

place. Hail Hornets! Nineteen teams representing eight colleges 

and universities competed. The champions were Raoul 

Wadhwa ’17, Abhay Goel ’18 and Jacob Naranjo ’18. 

The second place team included Dahwi Kim ’19 and Sarah 

Manski ’16.  A third Hornet team featured Vishesh 

Saharon ’19, Kevin Bhimani ’19 and Tim Rutledge ’19. 

Congratulations to all. It’s not an easy competition. For three 

morning hours teams work to produce as many solutions to 

the 10 given problems. In the afternoon they make public 

presentations of their solutions. And the problems are difficult. 

Of 100 possible points, the winning team had 43—a fine score! 

“Coach” Fink retired in June. We’ll see if the streak continues 

without him. Fink likes the odds, since only one member 

graduates from this year’s teams. 

Klein Kup 
Stays at K

David Barclay, Ph.D., the Margaret and Roger Scholten Professor of 
International Studies, is the 2016 Lux Esto Award winner. The Lux 
Esto Award was established in 2007 to honor a current faculty or 
staff member who has served the College for 26 years or more and 
during that period made significant contributions, promoted good 
will and shown dedication to the campus community and College 
mission. David is an unstoppable scholar, a fact no doubt related to 
his deep conviction that the primary purpose of the undergraduate 
years is for broad and deep scholarly exploration. For that reason, 
he believes, those years deserve protection from most every 
competing distraction. They are more an end than a means. David 
made sure his four years turned into 42, a time during which he 
published more than a hundred papers and comments presented 
in academic conferences, lecture series, and public fora; more than 
50 peer-reviewed articles and essays in journals and books; and 
three books (with a fourth nearing completion). He was as talented 
a lecturer as he was prolific a writer. He served as director of the 
Center for Western European Studies, which for many years made 
its home at Kalamazoo College. He has served as the executive 
director of the German Studies Association since 2006. In 2007 
he became the George H.W. Bush/Axel Springer Fellow of the 
American Academy in Berlin. In 2014 he was awarded the Order 
of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany, the country’s highest 
decoration. “The past is never dead; It’s not even past,” wrote 
William Faulkner in his novel Requiem for Nun. It’s hard to think of 
a more apt description of the history-come-to-life classes of the 
extraordinary professor, scholar and thinker David Barclay.

A scene from Season 52’s production of Moliere’s 
The Learned Ladies. 

It takes a village to raise a child....So goes the 

proverb. It takes multiple villages to make great 

scientists, and Kalamazoo College is one of the most 

effective adherents and practitioners of that truth. 

During the past spring term alone, K scientists-

in-the-making visited several “villages”—in San 

Diego, Chicago, and Asheville, North Carolina. 

Two Kalamazoo College chemistry majors, Victoria 

Osorio ’16 and 

Sarah Glass ’17, 

attended and 

presented their 

research work 

at the annual 

Experimental 

Biology meeting 

(San Diego), a 

joint gathering 

of six different 

societies focusing 

on biochemistry 

and molecular 

biology, physiology, nutrition, pharmacology, 

pathology and anatomy. “The meeting is a great 

opportunity for students to present and to hear a 

variety of engaging scientific talks,” says Laura 

Furge, the Roger F. and Harriet G. Varney Professor 

of Chemistry. “More than 15,000 scientists 

attended.” And K more than held its own—Glass’s 

research presentation won an Honorable Mention 

in the undergraduate poster competition. Later 

in the term Furge took a group of five students to 

the Great Lakes Drug Metabolism and Disposition 

Group meeting (Chicago) a gathering that drew 224 

scientists–69 from 

academic settings and 

the remainder from 

industry, including 

about a hundred from 

“Big Pharma,” said 

Furge. “We were the 

only undergraduate 

institution and 

students there.”

Glass and Osorio 

were among the five. 

The others were 

Kyle Sunden ’16, 

Stephanie Heard ’16 

and Christi Cho ’17. 

At the meeting 

Furge saw former 

students Amanda 

Bolles ’14, currently 

a Ph.D. candidate 

in pharmacology 

at the University of 

Michigan, and Emily 

Olson Dumas ’04, 

the scientific director 

(and worldwide clinical studies coordinator) of 

the infectious disease development unit at the 

pharmaceutical company AbbVie. Emily joined 

Furge and the five students for an afternoon tour at 

AbbVie. And that’s not all. Three other chem majors 

attended the National Conference on Undergraduate 

Research meeting at the University of North 

Carolina (Asheville). Jeremy Lantis ’16 and 

Mara Birndorf ’16 did their Senior Individualized 

Projects with Jeff Bartz, the Kurt D. Kaufman 

Professor of Chemistry; Tony Ketner ’16 did 

his SIP with Tom Smith, the Dorothy H. Heyl 

Professor of Chemistry. Small college, 

great scientific opportunities.

Pictured are the eight K Klein Kup 2016 contestants (l-r): front row—
Tim Rutledge, Dahwi Kim, Jacob Naranjo; back row—Kevin Bhimani, Vishesh 
Saharan, Abhay Goel, Sarah Manski and Raoul Wadhwa.

Scientific Villages

Scientific presentations by Sarah Glass (far left) and Victoria Osorio (above). Their presentations 
centered on recent work in the lab of Kalamazoo College chemistry professor Laura Furge that focuses 
on protein variants of an important human liver enzyme called CYP2D6. CYP2D6 helps the human 
body process drugs. Furge, by the way, is a member of the organizing committee for the 2017 Great 
Lakes Drug Metabolism and Disposition discussion group meeting that will be held in Kalamazoo! 

The Kalamazoo College Arcus Center for Social Justice 

Leadership (ACSJL) will host the 2016 WITH/OUT 

¿BORDERS? Conference (Oct. 20-23) on the K campus.  

“Post-Oppression Imaginaries and Decolonized Futures” 

will feature panel discussions, breakout sessions, films 

and performances “designed to prompt us to collectively 

conjure, theorize, decolonize, and map a future we can 

all thrive in,” said ACSJL Academic Director Lisa Brock. 

“This conference aims to confront and provoke the 

notion that the current nadir of austerity, violence and 

ascent of the global one-percent is normal and the best 

we humans can do,” added Brock. “We intend to bring 

together people whose work envisions an imaginative, 

robust, plentiful and just future.” Confirmed conference 

participants include journalist, columnist, environmental 

activist and author Naomi Klein (pictured in the photo 

by Kourosh Keshiri); actor, singer, writer and composer 

Daniel Beatty; author and political scientist Peter 

Bratsis; science fiction writer, social justice activist and 

performer Adrienne Brown; author and racial justice and 

labor activist Bill Fletcher Jr.; Afro-Jewish philosopher, 

educator and musician Lewis Gordon; and American 

studies scholar and historian of anti-racist social 

movements Christina Heatherton. Conference topics of 

discussion will include Afrofuturism and post-oppression 

desires, decolonizing knowledge and liberatory 

education, sustainable futures, and next systems and 

new economic possibilities.

NATIONAL SOCIAL JUSTICE CONFERENCE AT K

Lux Esto, 
Scholar and Teacher

Sarah Glass

Naomi Klein



Alumni Association Executive Board, “The 

increase will benefit every element of the K 

experience: financial aid, faculty support, 

classroom and experiential learning, 

career development, civic engagement, 

campus renewal, athletics and student 

organizations.”

      Thresholds for 1833 Society-like 

giving levels at peer institutions average 

more than $2,000 a year.

      During the past three decades 

the College has committed to making 

merit- and need-based financial aid its 

most important investment. Currently 

the College contributes some $33 million 

annually to student financial aid (more 

than a 10-fold increase since 1987) 

benefitting 98 percent of today’s students. 

Tuition covers 75 percent of the actual 

cost of a Kalamazoo College education; 

philanthropic gifts from alumni, parents 

and friends help provide the remaining 

25 percent. 

      The K-Plan continues to be 

incredibly effective at helping enterprising 

students develop knowledge and skills, 

self-reliance, resourcefulness and global 

perspective. Thank you, donors, for your 

support of the College’s mission to make 

such development possible. For more 

information please contact Laurel Palmer, 

director of the Kalamazoo College Fund, at 

lpalmer@kzoo.edu or 269.337.7282.

Office of College Communication
1200 Academy Street

Kalamazoo, Michigan 49006
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K Facts 1987 2015
Number of students 1,103 1,461

Financial aid from K $2.6M $33M

Instruction and research costs $5.5M $19.9M

Student services (athletics, career 
development, civic engagement, 

counseling center, etc.)
$1.5M $6M

1833 Society threshold $1,000 $1,000

Beneficiaries of the change in the 1833 Society donation threshold include 
students, faculty and every element of the K-Plan. Pictured is Associate 
Professor of Physics Arthur Cole (right) with one of his students.

Q:  What are the benefits of 
giving at the 1833 Society level? 

A:  In addition to supporting 

their alma mater and helping K students, members of the 

1833 Society are invited to special events and networking 

opportunities. A tiered giving threshold for K’s most recent 

graduates starts at $100 and gradually increases during the 

15 years following graduation.

Q:  If I made a gift at the 1833 Society level last year, 
am I considered a member this year?  

A:  Donors who made a gift of $1,000 or more during 

the 2015-2016 academic year will be recognized at, and 

receive the benefits of, the 1833 Society level throughout 

the 2016-2017 academic year. 

Q:  What if I made a multi-year 1833 Society pledge 
at the old threshold?
A:  Donors who have made a pledge at the previous $1,000 

threshold will be honored as 1833 Society members for the 

remainder of their pledge. 

Q:  If I am not in a position to increase my giving, 
but intend to continue making a $1,000 gift every 
year, will I be acknowledged in any way?
A:  Harmon Society recognition in the Donor Honor Roll 

will pay tribute to donors who give between $1,000 and 

$1,832 to the Kalamazoo College Fund.

Q Aand

A meteor meant the demise of the dinosaurs. What 

might be the cause of humankind’s swan-song? 

Insufficient sustainability? Maybe that was the 

message behind “The Meteor,” a bicycle-tire-rim 

sculpture constructed by Harrison Parkes ’17 

(pictured with his creation in the College Grove, not 

far from the “Batcave”). His piece hung in the Hicks 

Center, where it was used to promote the annual 

Recyclemania tournament, a friendly competition 

among college recycling programs nationally that 

promotes sustainability and waste minimization. 

Parkes is particularly qualified for sculpture 

(especially a piece made from bike parts) and for 

recycling. He is double majoring in art and business 

with plans to do his Senior Individualized Project 

in sculpture. He serves as the recycling intern (and 

bike mechanic) for HUB (Helping Understand 

Bikes) and REP (Resource Exchange Program).  

HUB restores, maintains and provides some 15 

to 20 bikes for student use. And REP recycles 

countless items that students check out from “The 

Batcave” in the basement of DeWaters Hall. 

 The 2016 Kalamazoo College Recyclemania 

effort—with the (meteor-related?) theme “Dinosaurs 

in Space”—resulted in a reduction of 111 metric 

tons of carbon dioxide, equivalent to taking 22 cars 

off the road or eliminating the energy consumption 

of 11 households. Could the threat of “The Meteor” 

have played a role?

Art-Inspired 
Recycling

1833 Society Increases; 
K Students Benefit

After 29 years the donation threshold for recognition in the 1833 Society will 

increase to $1,833. 

     Since 1987 the 1833 Society has recognized donors who made a 

Kalamazoo College Fund gift of $1,000 or more. The recognition is as fitting 

as the group is vital! Last year, donors at the 1833 Society level contributed 

more than $1.6 million to student scholarships, faculty excellence, and K’s 

greatest needs. According to Bonnie Wachter Swenby ’69, co-chair of the 

Advancement Committee of the Board of Trustees and past president of the 


