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Protect by Connect
Campus security is

fundamental for learning,
and its most effective
tool is building strong
connections.

Dear
Alumni,
Families of
Students,
and
Friends of
Kalamazoo
College:

Today the value of the liberal arts is often questioned by many. “Too unfocused in its
breadth.” “Suboptimal for immediate job placement in today’s economy.” “An outdated and
expensive indulgence for the wealthy.” Some contend that the only proper measure of value
for higher education should be the subsequent job’s immediate pay and long term earnings
potential. And, by the way, securing said job better come very quickly after graduation!
Taking a stand for the liberal arts is not new for Kalamazoo College. When we were
looking into the history of the College’s alumni awards program (see article on page 50)

Features
18 Final Push
With your help K hopes to close the most successful fundraising campaign in
its history.

Planning a visit to Kalamazoo College?
30 Double Life
Ruth Pe Palileo ’92 has “lived the liberal arts” long after graduation. Her life’s
“distribution requirements” include science and patent law and directing and
producing plays.

35 Different Paths, One Goal

Distinguished Achievement Award was bestowed. Speaking at that ceremony, Executive Vice

After 40 years classmates and roommates Dallas Gatlin ’76 and Steve Simms
’76 are still connected. Their different jobs share a common goal: helping
people achieve their potential.

threatened institutions like Kalamazoo College. The year was 1975.
In response to criticisms regarding value institutions like ours make the irrefutable case
that a liberal arts curriculum is excellent preparation for meaningful employment, not to
mention graduate study and lifelong learning as well. That is true. And yet the very defense,
framed so narrowly, risks neglecting the fullness of the value of a liberal arts college like
ours. K has long known and stood for the idea that a life fully lived is much more than one’s
job. A life fully lived will include service to others, like that of Greg Raczniak ’96, Steve
Simms ’76, Dallas Gatlin ’76, and Chuck Mason ’10, all of whom you will meet in this issue
of LuxEsto. It may also include avocations like Ruth Pe Palileo’s (class of 1992) passion for
theatre (see page 30). And for many, like Diane Dupuis ’80, it encompasses the complex and
breathtaking mix of joy and angst that comes with raising a family.
Many of us felt keenly the death of poet Galway Kinnell in late October. Kinnell, a friend
of Conrad Hilberry, visited campus often throughout the 1970s to read his poems. He also

Check the Kalamazoo College news website for
the latest information about campus events.
Calendar listings are regularly updated at
kzoo.edu/news/calendar-of-events

we discovered an Index article covering the Founders Day banquet at which the first
President and Provost John Satterfield decried the “economic and critical urgencies” that

What’s Happening
on Campus?

40 Liberal Arts Police Academy
Class of 2010 graduate Chuck Mason’s path to a career in urban affairs and
urban planning took an interesting turn with an unconventional endpoint—
police officer and fire fighter.

Protect by Connect
Presence and the ability to communicate are the

most effective tools to achieve a safe and secure

43 Disease Detective

environment for students and for learning. Director

Solid liberal arts and foreign and domestic experiences inspire K grads to
do great things. So believes Greg Raczniak ’96, whose recent “great” thing is
treating patients with the Ebola virus.

of Security Eric Wimbley and his staff help foster
relationships built on trust. Story on page 21.

Plus, a tribute to Galway Kinnell, a frequent visitor to K’s campus; a
remembrance of foreign study in Iceland (yes, we sent a few students there);
K’s decision to begin using a test optional admission protocol; celebrating the
200th birthday of Lucinda Hinsdale Stone; the importance (and history) of
the Alumni Association Executive Board’s annual alumni awards program,
some class notes, and more.

loved playing tennis in Stowe Stadium. The College awarded him an honorary degree in
1972. His presence on campus, and what it meant to many students, is aptly conveyed by
Diane Dupuis (page 3). (Her piece, by the way, also reminds us that the intellectual journeys
K students make are as deep as they are broad.)
As a poet and essayist, Kinnell explored the idea of living fully. He believed the “tragic

Corrections
We failed to identify Jean Klein Dentler ’48 in the caption of the photo of the
Kalamazoo College Emeritus Club (LuxEsto, Fall 2014). On page 48 of that
issue Jean is pictured in the left row, second from the top.

light” of mortality inspired a longing for a standard of being that was very high. Its fullness
derives from unions rather than separations (mind and body; the material and the spiritual;
encounters with things via sight and sound and taste and touch; curiosity moving into many
disciplines making startling connections). I think he loved to come to K because he sensed that
a liberal arts approach to higher education was the best way—perhaps the only way—to
achieve that high standard of being.
Yes, K provides a great education for employment and, more importantly, an amazing
education for a life that will be fully lived. But such excellence is insufficient inoculation
against those times when the liberal arts are besieged by flare-ups of a Zeitgeist that is
too restrictive in its framing of the purpose and value of an undergraduate education. The
Continued on page 2
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Death
and
Tenderness

Continued from inside cover

Campaign for Kalamazoo College, among
its other benefits, is a vaccine against those
occasions. A successful campaign will
help us preserve and grow the liberal arts
essence of a K education. And it will assure
that a student who seeks such an education
is never turned away because of a lack
of funds.
If you have not already done so, now is
the time to make a gift. The $125 million

Letter

by Diane L. Dupuis ’80

months (see article, page 18), and to reach

Thank you for including the memorial information about Cheryl Hanna

the goal the College needs your gift. As

’88 (Fall 2014).

than the combined total of the College’s
previous two campaigns. I am deeply
grateful to all who have contributed to this
vital effort.
To make a gift, please go to the campaign

It would have been helpful if you had included the name she went
by when she was a student at Kalamazoo College, Cheryl Harants, to be

Detouring slightly, I search out my copy of Kinnell’s The Book of Nightmares. I have no
trouble remembering what it will look like on the shelf, and locate the volume within

6:15 a.m.—In the shower I am cataloging this sequence of memories: sophomore

senior year, informing the English department that my oral exam topic would be
the concept of tenderness in the writings of Kinnell and novelist Vladimir Nabokov,
and, come June, the enduring sense-memory of Humphrey House (where I sat for the
exam)—its silence somehow intensified by its occasional rustlings and creaks, and the

it was her.

way a powdery incense emanating from stacks of overheated paper and book-binding

And I think it would have been appropriate to have included

glue induced a slight hypnosis. I recall beginning that oral exam more energized than

information that reflected what an important member of the student

nervous, lofting ideas in an atmosphere more collegial than stratified, and afterward

body Cheryl was during her four years at K. In addition to her term

emerging into a green spring day, full of joy and then a sudden and sad mindfulness

as president of the student body during her senior year, she chaired a

can apply your gift to one of four broad

misconduct toward students—controversial at the time, but ground-

categories. While you are at the site, be

breaking and visionary (as evidenced by the fact that all colleges and

value of the K experience. More eloquently

a minute and a half, but the news continues to echo as I trek along my usual routine.

sure that alumni and faculty who knew her by that name would realize

task force to develop and implement a policy to prevent faculty sexual

students and alumni articulate the unique

when I learn that poet Galway Kinnell has died at age 87. The radio coverage lasts about

attending Kinnell’s reading when he visited Kalamazoo College’s campus in October;

website (kzoo.edu/giving/campaign). You

sure to watch the campaign video, wherein

my standard approach to another workday by skiing nowhere on an exercise machine

year, studying Kinnell in [Professor Emeritus of English] Conrad Hilberry’s class, then
Dear Editor:

donated or pledged, and that figure is more

dawn in northern Michigan’s late October, with NPR news in my ears, I’m beginning

seconds, even though the last time I handled it was probably more than seven years ago.

dollar fundraising effort is in its final

of January, 2015, $114 million had been

October 30, 2014, 5:45 a.m.—More than two hours before what passes for

of graduating soon, so close to leaving a place where belonging had come to feel like
breathing. I recognize now that I did not pay sufficient attention to that moment when it
was freshly forged. But proof of its substance is its survival, relatively undiluted, as easy

universities now have similar policies—but no one did in the 1980s

to revisit as locating my copy of The Book of Nightmares, 37 years distant from

when Cheryl led this initiative at K).

K’s bookstore.

Obviously, I thought the world of Cheryl and felt blessed and

In theory I see the value of cultivating detachment from material objects, and I come

fortunate to have been on the campus with her for the two years we

than I am able to, they describe why this

close to despair when admitting to the accumulation of things that I box up and lug from

overlapped (1983-1985). Her death at such a young age is a tragedy

campaign is so important. So, please, make

dwelling to dwelling. But sometimes being able to lay quick hands on a particular book

and an inconceivable loss for her family and those of us who loved her

a campaign gift. Give to K and through K

beyond measure.

math teacher, was not yet 60 years old when he died in 1989, and as our family struggled

make your stand for the liberal arts.

to plan his memorial, my husband could not find adequate words, or any words really, to

Sincerely,
Sincerely,

can feel like the averting of a life-and-death crisis. My father-in-law, a beloved and gifted

honor his father as part of the service. We resigned ourselves to a choked inexpression.

Reverend Jane Field ’85

Then on the eve of the service, I dreamed that my father-in-law beckoned me to my
bookcase and pointed out a page in my copy of a poetry anthology, The Third Coast, co-

Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran, President
Kalamazoo College

edited by Dr. Hilberry. The next morning, after waking and recalling the dream, it was
Cheryl (Harants) Hanna ’88
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only a matter of moments before I read, in a state of profound shock and wonder, “Poem
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for My Father,” by Michael Delp. Here were the exact words my husband needed, a

remember my initial annoyance, a sharp, “If I started out

“The Peace of Wild Things” by Wendell Berry, and those

perfect fit of sentiment and imagery (hiking at Hartwick Pines, woodworking, a Barlow

thinking I would be a good parent, I would probably fail;

words proved sound vessels for our farewells, bracing us by

knife) that, later in the day, made the service, and our leave-taking, feel whole:

it’s in the not knowing, in the trying and questioning and

simultaneously containing and releasing our ache.

...The other side is steep.
The trails are hidden by ferns.
I will not see you slump
or watch you wonder
where I am headed….

Afterwards, those who had congregated to console us complimented my husband on
“his” poem, so apt were those needed words. And so, yes, I hang on to books. Little by
little I hand them over to my children. They are 21 and 18 now, but I haven’t given away
The Book of Nightmares, not yet.

6:45 a.m.—During breakfast I’m paging through The Book of Nightmares; I notice
my name and sophomore dorm room (203A Severn) penned in green on the title page.
Throughout the text I find two levels of annotations, one in pencil (sophomore year), one
in black pen (senior year). I fancy that I see a difference in what I remarked upon, after a
space of more than two years studying French and English literature.
Kinnell dedicated The Book of Nightmares to Maud and Fergus, his children, and along
with the dedication he included this excerpt from Rainer Maria Rilke’s “Duino Elegies:
The Fourth Elegy”:
But this, though, death,
the whole of death,—even before life’s begun,
to hold it all so gently, and be good:
this is beyond description!

Later, at my father’s service last September, I delivered

of the worst screwing-up.” And yet I did know something

another, less indignant eulogy. Fiona selected two poems to

about the way I would feel as a parent, and I learned that

share: “Before,” by Yehuda Amichai, and “Elegy,” by Aracelis

from Kinnell, from the way he comforts Maud’s night-

Girmay. The latter closes with:

terrors, from the way he describes Fergus’s birth:
And he opened
his eyes: his head out there all alone
in the room, he squinted with pained,
barely unglued eyes at the ninth-month’s
blood splashing beneath him
on the floor. And almost
smiled. I thought, almost forgave it all in advance.
When he came wholly forth
I took him up in my hands and bent
over and smelled
the black, glistening fur
of his head, as empty space
must have bent
over the newborn planet
and smelled the grasslands and the ferns.

7:45 am—Driving through past-peak fall foliage in the

Listen to me. I am telling you
a true thing. This is the only kingdom.
The kingdom of touching;
the touches of the disappearing, things.

As I listened to the clear surge and current of my
daughter’s voice, I thought of a line I have quoted countless
times over the decades, from Conrad Hilberry’s poem “For
Annie on her unicycle”: “You are poised as a peony.” This
child of mine was deftly leading us through our heart-deep
grief, sure footed in the fording, the far bank in her sight.
As middle-schoolers my children shared their enjoyment
of “Poetry 180,” a Library of Congress program that offers
one poem for study each school day. Alongside poem
number 070, “Sentimental Moment or Why Did the

last half-hour before sunrise, I silence the forecast predicting

Baguette Cross the Road?” by Robert Hershon, the “Poetry

snow for tomorrow’s trick-or-treating, and let my thoughts

180” study-text reads, “This is a poem about a father who

return to my father, who died 71 days ago, also at age 87.

sometimes forgets that his son has become a grown-up.”

years, with clear-hearted enthusiasm, has passed along to me many arresting Rilke

Kinnell tells Maud, “I, like you, only sooner / than you, will

The last stanza reads:

lines. I am sure I didn’t notice Kinnell’s dedicatory excerpt before this morning. What

go down / the path of vanished alphabets, / the roadlessness

I have recalled, all these years, is how Kinnell makes visceral this enormous truth of

/ to the other side of darkness... .” For my dad this natural

parenting that the Rilke quote implies: that for every life we create, we create its death

order was disrupted. Eighteen months earlier he and I had

as well. Specifically, what has stayed with me is Kinnell, cribside, comforting Maud

eulogized my sister, gone at age 57 (this year there will come

as she emerges from a nightmare, hoping that she will learn “...to reach deeper / into

a moment when I will be her twin in age, and then become

These lines were first published in 2000; as I drive the

the sorrows / to come… /The still undanced cadence of vanishing,” and what has

forever her elder). My father stood alone at the lectern during

last quarter-mile of my commute I’m wondering if sometime

also stayed with me is the poet planning to show his daughter how to live with the

her memorial service, frail and quavery, heart broken,

in the last 14 years Hershon has had occasion to re-direct

knowledge that “...the wages / of dying is love.”

heartbreaking, struggling to reassemble his firstborn from

his protectiveness away from a balding son, and toward

fading fragments. For my turn to speak, flanked by my

enfeebled parents. Parking my car I recall thinking, when

of domestic rituals faithfully implemented for decades to move children through a

children, I labored to show what kind of a sister was lost,

we left the church after my father’s funeral service, how

school day, a season, an era. About 10 years ago, when my children were 11 and 8, my

and relied on poetry for the rest of what I meant; Fiona read

small my mom had become, how light the touch of her hand

father asked me, “Did you know you would turn out to be such a good parent?” and I

“Poem Fifty-two” by Emily Dickinson, my son Miles read

upon my arm.

My daughter (Fiona Carey, class of 2014) loves Rilke, and over the past five or six

7:15 a.m.—Brushing my teeth, packing my lunch for work, I’m observing remnants
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constant re-evaluating that you might be able to avoid some

What he doesn’t know
is that when we’re walking
together, when we get
to the curb
I sometimes start to reach
for his hand
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8:15 a.m.—Climbing the stairs to my office, shucking my gloves, I’m still thinking
about my mom. For decades she has routinely passed along to me any copy of the
New Yorker magazine that calls me to her mind, including issues featuring poems by
Kinnell—my mom never forgot how vitalized I felt after attending Kinnell’s campus

...on the absolute whiteness of pages
a poem writes itself out: its title—the dream
of all poems and the text
of all loves—“Tenderness toward Existence.”

“Tenderness toward Existence” is emphatically underlined, in both pencil and pen.

reading in 1977. I hang up my coat, then phone her with the news, and she asks how

Second: the annotation of mine that falls last in the book, after the closing stanza of the

old Kinnell was. When I reply, “Eighty-seven,” I realize this is her age, too.

section titled “Lastness,” is this final distilled imperative, in handwriting indistinguishable

While my laptop is starting up, I reach for The Third Coast, which has long been part

from the script I produce today: “be able to let go.”

of my “office library.” After re-reading Delp’s poem for his father, I flip to a selection by
Donald Hall, “Kicking the Leaves.” It, too, details a mid-life contemplation: his father’s
death, his own journey to life’s end, an acknowledgment that this is the same journey
his children will eventually take. Hall writes:
my daughter . . .
. . . is tall like a birch,
growing up, fifteen, growing older; and my son
flamboyant as maple, twenty,
visits from college, and walks ahead of us, his step
springing, impatient to travel
the woods of the earth. Now I watch them
from a pile of leaves . . .
… as their shapes grow small with distance, waving,
and I know that I
diminish, not them, as I go first
into the leaves, taking
the step they will follow, Octobers and years from now.

It feels like I have been awash in loss the past few years. In the three hours after I learned of
Galway Kinnell’s death, a latticework of poets and poetry—my scaffolding beneath decades
of daily life—reveals what loss frames: the possibility of tenderness toward existence. The
practical carpentry of poetry—its cornerstones, joists, rafters, beams—holds what can be
held against loss, and will continue that holding while I wade, daily, toward the letting go.
Galway Kinnell in Stetson
Chapel in 1972, the year he
received an honorary degree
from Kalamazoo College.

Donald Hall is the author of one of our most treasured family books, Oxcart Man, the
quietly jubilant celebration of a family’s year-long cycle of productive, collectively selfreliant toil on an 18th-century New England farm (it also includes a Barlow knife). We
first encountered this illustrated Caldecott-winner at the St. Clair Shores Public Library
more than 15 years after it was published, and it became a bedtime favorite at our
house. Recalling this work of Hall’s, my yearning is suddenly too acute: If only I could
return, just for an hour, to any of those evenings when bath-fragrant children burrowed
into either side of my wingspan for a shared book to finish out each day. My eyes cloud
with fast hot tears that spill over.
I’m mopping my face when a co-worker appears in my doorway. “You okay?” He is a
delighted, engaged parent cherishing a newborn son and a two-year-old daughter. I’ve
been one of those who can’t refrain from warning him how fast these new beings will
change. “I’m fine,” I reply. “I just learned that one of my favorite poets died this week.”
I have brought The Book of Nightmares with me to work, and I skim through it one
more time before settling in to my work routines. I notice two things. First, the passage
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with the most heavily annotated margins is this one:
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Effective at the beginning of the 2015-16

admission cycle

(or, put another way, when Kalamazoo College begins to select the class of
2020) it will no longer require standardized test scores (SAT or ACT) to be part
of prospective students’ application packets.

Test
Optional
Admission
Approved

The change makes K part of a growing trend in higher education called
“Test Optional” admission. More than 800 colleges and universities in the
country admit students without regard to test scores, including a substantial
number of highly-ranked national liberal arts colleges. Kalamazoo College
would be the first elite liberal arts college in Michigan to join the movement.
“Admission to K always has been (and will continue to be) very selective,”
says Dean of Admission and Financial Aid Eric Staab. “Admission is determined
by various factors that express a student’s qualities and abilities and likelihood
to thrive at K,” he adds. These factors include high school grade point average,
academic rigor of the high school curriculum, the application essay, and
participation in co-curricular and community service activities (a mix of
factors known as the “affinity index”). Up until now that mix has included
standardized test scores, albeit as the least weighted component of the overall
index. After the current (2014-15) cycle, test scores will not be included in the
affinity index.

disadvantage talented students from poorer families. Says

“Students, if they wish to, may submit test scores
as additional information,” says Director of Admission

Anderson: “More than anything else, standardized tests may

David Anderson, “but test scores will no longer have a

be an accurate predictor of financial means. Once our study

direct impact on the admission decision.”

indicated the uncertainty of their predictive value for success
at K, it seemed unfair to continue their use in admission

“External studies show that standardized

decisions,” which, he added, had been minimal.

test scores have little broad predictive value for

On the one hand, Anderson expects the test-optional

undergraduate success,” Staab adds.

change to have no effect on the quality of students who will

And a two-year, K-specific study supports that
finding. The study was completed by the faculty’s

constitute future incoming classes, and AFAC will conduct

Admission and Financial Aid Committee (AFAC).

follow-up research to measure the performance of the new

Committee chair and Associate Professor of Biology

“sans-test-scores” affinity index as well as its possible effects on

Ann Fraser served as the study’s principal investigator

first-year GPA, retention rate, areas of study, graduation rate, and

and data analyst. “We looked at the data from

“first destination” (a.k.a. employment, graduate school, or other)

four student cohorts [each of the four classes that

after graduation. On the other hand, Anderson expects the test

matriculated to K from 2009 through 2012],” says

optional change will have many positive effects for the College.

Fraser, “for correlations between academic performance

He thinks the applicant pool will increase, which, in turn, will

at K [as measured by GPA at the end of the
first year] and the various affinity index
factors, including standardized
test scores.”
No single factor in the affinity index

“External studies
show that

among the factors examined, “high school

standardized

categories,” says Fraser. “Test scores

test scores

and ‘White’ race/ethnicity categories,” she

have little broad

African American’, and ‘Hispanic’ groups.”

predictive value

about how fair it was to consider test
scores for admission,” explains Anderson.
“Was it equitable for all segments of the
population?”
Test fees, services, and test preparation
Members of the College’s Department of Admission look forward to the new test
optional affinity index. Pictured are (l-r): front row—Jess (Emhof) Fowle ’00, Rudi
Goddard ’13, Eric Staab, Emilee Suchomski, Andrew Grayson ’10, back row—Suzanne
Lepley, Marcus Johnson, David Anderson, Rod Malcolm, and Marguerite McLain

currently the most diverse school in the
entire Great Lakes Colleges Association
of color).
“Our research suggests that test scores
student’s potential for success at K that high
school GPA and curriculum rigor weren’t
says Fraser. She thinks the change will
attract students who may not do well on
standardized tests but who “tend to think

Given this pattern of limited predictive
value, “There was considerable concern

likely to further improve the diversity of

predicting better and perhaps more fairly,”

adds. “Test scores were a poor predictor of
academic performance for ‘Asian’, ‘Black/

In addition, the test optional change is

were telling us very little regarding a

provided some predictive power of college
performance, but only for ‘Multiracial’

across the four classes.

when it comes to domestic students

GPA was the best and most consistent
predictor across race and ethnicity

of a steady-state enrollment of 1,500 students

the student body (Kalamazoo College is

was a strong predictor of academic
performance at K, the study found. But

help the College reach its strategic plan goal

for undergraduate
success.”

outside the box. And that prospect can be
very exciting for the College,” she says.
Her colleagues on the faculty agreed. The
test optional change was approved formally
by the College’s faculty in November. K joins
the growing ranks of test optional colleges

courses add up to considerable time,

with some pretty impressive company,

energy, and money in order to optimize

including Earlham, Middlebury, Beloit,

test performance, and this phenomenon tends to

Wesleyan, Denison, Bates, and Knox colleges, among others.
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When I first saw Kalamazoo College’s

portrait of Lucinda

Hinsdale Stone, I couldn’t have recognized it as a portal, but I knew it held something

Lucinda
at 200

I needed. Now when I see it, in the Hicks Center dining hall, I am amazed to think
how important it was in my evolution. For me it’s a family portrait, the image of the
academic great-grandmother I never had, and one of my foremost teachers.
It was 1983, and I was researching her life to write a biographical essay for K’s
sesquicentennial—the first of many times I jumped the track, veering off in the
direction of some curiosity apart from the devotion to 19th-century British literature
that led to my doctorate. K’s greatest gift to me, along with incomparable teaching
opportunities and experience in the complicated art of community, was permission
to deviate (as we used to say)—to become the biographer I always wanted to be, and
the historian I probably should have been, and the feminist scholar I was quickly

by Gail Griffin, professor emerita of English
(September 14, 2014)

becoming. Literature remained my home base, but my “field” was expanding.
My curiosity about the legendary woman with the generous, intelligent face led me
quickly into the vastness of my own ignorance. I found myself unable to understand
Lucinda’s life because I didn’t know anything about the history of women’s education.
(Lucinda was “Principal of the Female Department.” What?) I gobbled up as much
information as time allowed, finding (as researchers do) that every answer branched
into new questions. Some concerned the liberal arts colleges dotting the Midwest:
How did they get here? Why were they coeducational before their eastern peers? What
did church affiliation mean? So in the process of getting to know Lucinda, I got to
know much more about the place that would be my professional home for 36 years.
I thought I saw something vital in the College’s culture and spirit that I could trace
to Lucinda Stone and her husband, James (who, by the way, was the College’s first
president). In their vision and practice, the College was a denominational institution
with heterodox instincts, broadly engaged with contemporary realities and with the
human experience in its diversity. They embraced their century’s two great struggles
for justice: the elimination of slavery and the emancipation of women. They hosted
Frederick Douglass and Ralph Waldo Emerson and the fiery abolitionist Wendell

Phillips, and Lucinda befriended the elderly

students. The international student population

Sojourner Truth, who had retired to nearby

has ballooned, and study abroad sites have

Battle Creek, Michigan. The Stones battled

increased, especially in the global south. K

parochialism wherever they found it—religious,

has a major in Women, Gender, and Sexuality,

intellectual, cultural. In fact, they built a

and the faculty recently approved a new major

modern, progressive liberal arts college with

called Critical Ethnic Studies. And at the top of

a tradition of extraordinary teaching that

Academy Street hill sits an architectural marvel

transformed lives.

of a building, housing a Center for Social Justice

And for that they paid the price when they
were driven out in 1863. Lucinda went on
to launch her own study-abroad program for

Leadership whose influence pervades
the campus.
September 30, 2014, would have been

women, to help establish local clubs around

Lucinda Hinsdale Stone’s 200th birthday. If I

the state and beyond for the education of

could offer her a bicentennial present, it would

adult women, to lead the charge to open the

be the Kalamazoo College of 2015. I know it

University of Michigan to women, to write

would astonish her. I imagine her, amidst the

columns carried by many Michigan newspapers,

shock of the new, spotting her husband’s gold-

Lucinda Hinsdale Stone

and to wield influence in national women’s

headed walking stick used in processionals as

stand other leading

organizations.

the College mace. We have custody of it thanks

lights of the College (l-r):

Ultimately, the College the Stones helped

to the generosity of her great-grandson Webster

Marquise Griffin ’15,

build could not be wholly undone by lesser

Jones. I imagine telling her that the soprano bell

Jane Huffman ’15,

leaders or hard times. I recognized its features

she hears in the chapel tower is inscribed with

in the place where I worked. Among these was

her name. I imagine accompanying her into a

an unarticulated spirit of social justice, which

dining hall clamoring with students, where she

I glimpsed in students undergoing the great

can look up and see her own face.

Beneath the Hicks
Center portrait of

Andrea Johnson ’15,
Professor Emerita of
English Gail Griffin,
Anna Gough ’15, and
Grace Manger ’15.

changes wrought by the K-Plan and in faculty
fostering those changes. The K experience
raised questions in students who might not
have thought about privilege or poverty, race
or gender, sexual or cultural difference. The air
of the “Fair Arcadian Hill” got agitated, as if
something were trying to emerge.
I was lucky to last long enough at K to see
that potential come to fruition. I am stunned
by how racially, ethnically, geographically, and
culturally diverse the current student body is,
compared to the one I first taught. The New York
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Times recently ranked K 12th in the nation in
the enrollment of economically disadvantaged
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They met in the wilderness.

of nature varies greatly person to person. She decided to talk to

Emily Sklar ’15 and Margaux Reckard ’13 were group
leaders for LandSea, the outdoor pre-orientation program at

Long
Distance
SIP

Kalamazoo College, when the topic of doing something even
more wild came up. Emily was a sophomore majoring in
biology; Margaux a senior anthropology and sociology major.
Later, when their paths crossed now and then on campus,
the two young women batted around their “something
wilder” idea: What about this?
Would that be a crazy idea? Was this
potential adventure safe? Should they
do that one instead? Did they really

the people she and Margaux would meet along the 2,185.3-milelong trail. Her SIP would contain her own experience, but also her
findings about others on the trail.
The Appalachian Trail traverses 14 states, beginning in Springer
Mountain, Georgia, and culminates on the summit of Katahdin
in Maine. Of the two to three million hikers walking portions of
the trail each year, about one out of four (called “thru-hikers”) are

“Emily was

brainstorming ideas

want to?
Both women were runners and
both loved spending time outdoors.

by Zinta Aistars

Their friendship had strengthened as
participants in the Kalamazoo Outing

for her SIP [Senior
Individualized Project],

Club, enjoying outdoor adventures
such as camping, hiking, and rock
climbing. KOC was a great proving
ground.
And then one day, Margaux recalls,
“Emily was brainstorming ideas
for her SIP [Senior Individualized
Project], looking for something
experiential, and she said, ‘Hey,
wouldn’t it be cool to hike the
Appalachian Trail?’”
“Afterwards I had a meeting with
my academic advisor,” Emily says.

At rest in the Smoky
Mountains (l-r):
Slim, Chuckles,
the Captain,
Breakfast, and
Giggles. Chuckles
and Giggles are K
students.
I LuxEsto SPRING 2014 Uncommon Common

looking for something

successful in hiking the entire trail, taking an
average of six months to complete it. Emily and
Margaux intended to hike it all.
“I really committed to the idea in fall 2013,” says
Emily. “In spring 2014, we were ready to go. My
last exam was on March 17, and March 24 was
our first day on the trail.”
Emily considered herself to be in “mediocre”
shape, but she didn’t do much training for the
trail beyond her usual routine of daily running.
Margaux had the same approach.
“You can do just so much to prepare,” Margaux
shrugs. “We planned our first stops, that’s it.”

experiential, and she
said, ‘Hey, wouldn’t

To decrease the weight of their backpacks, they
sent ahead four packages of food at strategic
points along the trail.
Even so, their backpacks weighed about 30 to
35 pounds, which included their food, consisting

it be cool to hike the
Appalachian Trail?’”

“‘Wouldn’t this be cool?’ I asked
him, and I didn’t really expect his
response. He said it was totally an
option. So I got serious about it.”
Emily considered how her SIP might center on such a
hike. She had always been interested in the interactions
between people and the natural environment. The concept

mostly of high-calorie snacks for energy: Snickers
bars, Little Debbie snacks, Pop Tarts, ramen
noodles, and peanut butter sandwiches.
Emily and Margaux prepped for the journey at
the Sklar house (Northville, Mich.), packing their
gear and talking strategy. Throughout the trip,
the Sklars would send boxes of supplies to the

two, and the hikers were grateful for the support.
On March 23, after driving with Emily’s mother south to
Georgia, the hikers uploaded a post to a blog they had created to
record their adventures, “Where the Tiny Tent AT?”:
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The beginning: Margaux Reckard ’13

“Margaux and I are currently in Amicalola Falls State Park which is

(a.k.a. Chuckles) and Emily Sklar ’15

BEAUTIFUL. Here we are enjoying our final showers and comfy beds, while

(a.k.a. Giggles) on Mount

my mom is asking the concierge endless questions about thru hikers. We’re both

Springer, Georgia
Giggles (Emily Sklar ’15) at the
Tennessee-Virginia border

super excited to start our hike tomorrow! We’ll be starting at the Amicalola Falls
visitor center around 8 a.m. Then we’ll most likely be off the grid until our first
resupply in Hiawassee.”
Next day was time to take that first step (of more than 5.5 million!)—boot sole to trail
surface—onto Springer Mountain, Georgia.
The first section of the trail, almost 77 miles of rugged Georgia wilderness, winds
through the Chattahoochee National Forest.
“It rained,” Emily says. “A lot.”
“But we found our tent could keep us dry,” says Margaux.
On the trail, their laughter resounded off the trees. They were far from alone.
“Especially at the beginning, we were on the trail with a lot of other people,” Emily
recalls. “At times, as many as 20 other people, and everyone had a trail name. There were
maybe 30 people at our first campsite. We got to know everyone by their trail name, and
sometimes we never did get to know their real names.”
“LAF was a guide whose name stood for Lost And Found,” Margaux adds. “He was one
of the first friends we made on the trail, and he commented on how the two of us laughed
so much. He named me Chuckles and Emily Giggles.”
Emily giggles. “He said he’d never heard anyone laugh so much.”
The names stuck and so did the friendships. Over ensuring days the two developed
bonds with other hikers, their paths intertwining and connecting again at night as they met
at camping spots. Friends began to feel more like family, and trading supplies, especially
food, was the norm. Hikers watched out for each other.
“There was Soleil, Easy Rider, Sparky, Tigger, Bones, Breakfast, Chef,” Emily ticks off.
“Grandpa Chops, the Captain, Stitch, Roadrunner, Slim, Hearsay…”
One aspect of the hiking experience did not make either Emily or Margaux chuckle
or giggle. Both expressed surprise at how often their ability to complete the hike was
questioned and how often they were told their goal to reach Katahdin was ill-advised.
“It seemed to be a constant issue along the trail,” says Margaux. “With both of us being
petite women, we’d get flak from people. Some telling us we couldn’t do it or others that
we were doing it wrong. At the very least, people were surprised to see us giving it a try. It
made me angry.”
“The hike is totally achievable for anyone in decent shape who has the time,” agrees
Emily. In hindsight she says, “it was more mentally draining than physically. It was
tiresome to be underestimated so often.”
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The two enjoyed challenging themselves. On their best day, seeing only flat terrain
ahead, they put in 30 miles.

Giggles descends the
AT in New Hampshire

“That was our longest day,” says Emily. “But you get a night’s sleep, and the next morning
you’re good to go.”
Day by day, the women felt themselves growing stronger, leaner. Covering 20 miles was
something they did with ease. Only their feet seemed to be getting larger, swelling from the
constant impact. “Even when we got home, old shoes didn’t fit for a long time,” says Emily.
As for wildlife, in areas where the trail was heavily populated animals seemed few and far

“It was raining and storming,” Emily says. “Katahdin…I had been thinking about it the whole time.
At first, we marked all the milestones, 100 miles, 500 miles, but once we hit 1,000 miles, the markers
to stop just a mile shy of Katahdin, feeling defeated by the weather and running out of daylight.”

“We were never solitary for long,” Margaux says. “But Emily and I started hiking more and
more on our own, and that was a surprise. We had thought we’d always be together, but we
ended up leap-frogging along the way.”
On through New Jersey, New York, Connecticut. Then Massachusetts and Vermont. At one
point, Emily’s mother joined her on the trail, walking 25 miles alongside her daughter.
“She complained a bit but did well,” Emily smiles. “And she got to meet my friends and see the
trail community.”
The farther Emily and Margaux walked, the stronger the bonds grew between them and the

As they approached the final day of their journey, Emily and Margaux stopped in town to buy
Gushers and oatmeal crème pies. They bought orange juice and champagne. Trail angels opened
a cabin to hikers, and many stopped to enjoy the complimentary lobster rolls and cold brews. The
laughter was loud, even jubilant. They were in the shadow of Katahdin.
by a mile of flat land until they were above the tree line. The climb was gradual then. The summit was
near, and the weather cleared.
“It was a beautiful day,” Emily smiles. “Clear skies and warm. We started seeing so many familiar
faces of our trail friends.”

summit a quarter-mile away and I started crying.”

were taking photos, and someone proposed to his girlfriend on the summit.

her. Shelters became community gathering spots, and those passing through would leave books

She said yes.”

the things I learned on this hike.”

for home in Laguna Beach, California—both experienced culture shock.

“The most challenging part was to keep walking when you are wet, tired, and dirty,” says
Emily. “But you learn to go on. We’d stop in towns along the way to take showers, do laundry,
and buy food.”
More times than not, that food was junk food: chips, cookies, gooey candy bars. Their bodies
craved calories and salt. Their bodies were transformed; Emily and Margaux each lost up to 20
pounds during the hike. Minor injuries or blisters didn’t slow them down.
“I learned self-reliance,” Emily says. “I learned how strong I am.”
“I learned that if I can do something like this for four-and-a-half months, I can do anything,”

August day, including K thru
hikers Margaux Reckard ’13
(12 o’clock) and
Emily Sklar ’15 (six o’clock)

When Emily and Margaux finally came down and back to their “civilized”
lives—Emily returning to Kalamazoo College and Margaux crossing the country

most difficult terrain of the entire trail.

Katahdin summit on a blue

No one was in a hurry to get off the mountain.

angels,’ those along the way who helped hikers out. People are inherently good; that was one of

crossed: Maine. They were 281 miles from their goal, a portion generally considered some of the

and Giggles

“There were champagne corks flying everywhere,” Emily says. “People

well as those who offered services along the trail, taking notes in a notebook she carried with

New Hampshire passed beneath their aching feet, and then the final state boundary was

Bones, Chuckles, Breakfast,

Reaching the summit, Margaux says, was bittersweet. “You start to get sick

Others were retired and testing their new freedom from the daily grind. Veterans hiked the trail,

“I heard hundreds of unique stories,” Emily says. “I talked not just to hikers but also to ‘trail

Maine (clockwise from noon):

“It was a perfect morning,” says Margaux.
of the trail, chipping away at it day after day, but then I saw the sign for the

and notes for each other in campsite trail logs.

The 2000-mile marker in

The next day greeted them with boulders, which they climbed at times hand over hand, followed

trail community. Many were recent college graduates, seeking a path in life while hiking the trail.
looking for peace of mind and healing. Emily interviewed her trail family, talking with hikers as
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endless thousands of miles, they were in sight of their goal. Katahdin was on the horizon.

one day,” Emily says. “In my opinion, it’s a sad reality that reflects how our society destroys the

Maryland, and into Pennsylvania.

Emily in the White Mountains

And then, after months of walking, after days and nights of all kinds of weather, after the seemingly

became less important. I just wanted to get to Katahdin. And even though we were so close, we had

From Georgia, the duo hiked on through North Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia,

into Virginia.

so…clear-headed. I had clarity about my values, my priorities.”

between, although in well-populated Shenandoah, Virginia, “we saw as many as nine bears in
integrity of natural spaces. The bears are there because they are no longer afraid of people.”

Margaux (right) ready to cross

Margaux says. “Now all challenges seem easier to me. I enjoyed the simplicity of it, the routine. I was

“I can’t really explain it,” Emily says. She grows thoughtful. “You just have
to spend a week out there. To know. It was hard at first to relate to others.”
Margaux found herself needing to get out of the car on her drive west. She
needed to get back on her feet again, and she hiked for a day before returning to
her car to continue her drive. Her body craved the exertion.
The two friends, now trail veterans, find themselves calling and texting each
other, because who else can really understand? They use social media to stay
connected to their trail family and plan reunions and perhaps even more hikes.
No one should ever again underestimate these two: petite but powerful.
Ready for the next laugh.
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Final
Push
Your
contribution
will help the
Campaign for
Kalamazoo
College
reach and
exceed goal

Nearing the end of its five-year run

, The Campaign for Kalamazoo

College is doing well, says Al DeSimone, vice president for advancement. DeSimone
attributes the progress of the campaign thus far to “the value that alumni, parents,
and friends place on the Kalamazoo College experience. They think this experience is
distinctive and worth preserving for future generations.”
Anticipating a June 30, 2015, end to the $125 million campaign, DeSimone says there’s
an urgent need now for everyone to get involved and that gifts of all sizes are crucial to its
ultimate success. At the end of February, 2015, the campaign had raised $120 million.
Even as the campaign committee—headed up by board members Ronda Stryker, Jon
Stryker ’82, and Don Parfet—continues its work, an impressive list of changes have already
been affected by donors’ gifts. These changes span all four priorities named by
the committee:

that only 2 or 3 percent of applicants were accepted. Morales felt she was more likely to end up at
one of the California state universities, a school where she would be absorbed by the big campus and
big classrooms, but where she could graduate not saddled by the huge student debt that she and her
family knew could come with a small private college education.
Morales went through three rounds of interviews, finally acing the single question on the last
phone call, posed to her by Provost Michael (Mickey) McDonald: “What is the Kalamazoo College
mascot?” When she answered correctly, McDonald offered her the scholarship. “My family was
ecstatic,” she remembers. “Dad was in the kitchen, crying. My brothers were crying.”
Morales came to Kalamazoo (before her campus visit, she’d never been farther east than Las
Vegas), experienced the Midwest (the first time it snowed, she says, “I backed up against the
building and asked my roommate if I was supposed to go out in that.”), and thrived at K. A biology

• capital improvements

major, she studied abroad in Cáceres, Spain, and did her Senior Individualized Project (SIP) on the

• current programs

effects of traffic noise on pollination and reproductive success of a Colorado Rockies wildflower. She

• Kalamazoo College Fund and Hornet Athletic Association

did internships sponsored by Kaiser Permanente and the National Science Foundation. Her long list

Here are some ways your contributions, already given or yet to come, are making a
difference to K:
The campaign has increased the pool of scholarships, both endowed and short term,
which ensures that K remains accessible to students, regardless of their economic
circumstances, says DeSimone. “This enables us to sustain a student body that reflects the
world in which we live and work.”
Kalamazoo College President Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran agrees. Every year, she says,
the first-year class was eligible for Pell grants, an indication that their families have limited
economic capacity. The growth in diversity, including international students, students who
are the first in their family to go to college, and domestic students of color, would not have
been possible without gifts to the campaign. Scholarships made possible by those gifts,
Wilson-Oyelaran says, have made K one of the most diverse colleges in the Great Lakes
Colleges Association.
Asia Morales is an example of the importance of scholarships. Her history teacher at
Granada Hills High School in Los Angeles nominated Morales for the Posse Foundation
scholarship. (In 2009, Kalamazoo College became the first Michigan school to partner
with the Posse Foundation, which identifies public high school students with high
academic and leadership potential, who come from groups underrepresented in American
higher education. Posse students are given full scholarships. K’s participation in the Posse
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Morales, despite her 4.2 GPA and outstanding leadership potential, it was so tough to get into Posse

• endowment

there’s an increased need to provide financial help for students. In 2014-15, 21 percent of

by Kaye Bennett

collaboration was made possible by a grant from the Arcus Foundation.) But, her teacher warned

Al DeSimone
Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran
Asia Morales ’15

of extracurricular activities includes Student Commission, the Sexual Safety and Support Alliance,
peer leadership, a tutoring program, and Sukuma, a support group for students of color studying
science at K.
In her senior year, Morales still believes that choosing Kalamazoo College was the best decision
she’s ever made. Her small classes (her high school graduating class had more than 800 students;
her K senior class, 349) and personalized attention from her professors have given Morales a
confidence that she doesn’t believe she would have gotten elsewhere. “I am motivated, ambitious,
socially aware, and I think we should be better inhabitants of this planet,” she says. “I wouldn’t have
learned so much about myself at a big school.”
It was the Posse Foundation program that put the K experience within reach for the Morales
family, and it was gifts to the campaign that have made Posse and other scholarships for students
like Asia Morales possible. In turn, says Wilson-Oyelaran, Posse scholars have enlivened the
campus in many ways. “They come to Kalamazoo ready to participate, bringing energy and
appropriately challenging us.”
It’s also the quality of its faculty and staff that makes K outstanding, says Wilson-Oyelaran. And,
just as gifts to the campaign allow the College to sustain a diverse and exceptional student body,
they also help assure faculty excellence. Thus far, campaign gifts have endowed seven new faculty
positions, says DeSimone, and have also allowed increased funding for research and conferences.
Bricks and mortar are the easiest outcomes to visualize, and these are important to the College,
says DeSimone, because they strengthen the sense of community between students, faculty, and
staff. Already, the campaign has been changing the look of the campus:
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• The Weimer K. Hicks Student Center has been renovated and transformed into a
comfortable, inviting space that fosters even more interaction among students.
• The new home of the Arcus Center for Social Justice Leadership (heralded by the
New York Times as “laudable simply for being eloquent and humane”) was dedicated
in September 2014. This building reaffirms K’s commitment to a socially just
world, says DeSimone. Wilson-Oyelaran calls the building “an extraordinary work
of art” and says that people will come to Kalamazoo just to see the facility.
• Campaign gifts helped build the new athletic fields complex, benefitting all sports
that compete there and allowing K to launch men’s and women’s lacrosse teams.
The Hornet Suite in that complex, says Wilson-Oyelaran, is being used by people
throughout the community, thus strengthening ties between the College and the
The Arcus Center for Social Justice
Leadership at Kalamazoo College

city. Athletics are an important part of the total experience at a residential college,
says DeSimone. Skills students learn from sports— teamwork, perseverance,
time management, setting and reaching goals, and leadership—benefit them all
their lives.
• A new fitness and wellness center and a new natatorium are on the books, again
financed in part by the current campaign. The fitness and wellness center will
provide students with an opportunity to exercise and interact with friends,
helping balance time spent in study. Wilson-Oyelaran says, “In a true liberal arts
education, both mind and body are being developed.”
Yet another campaign outcome has been the Guilds of Kalamazoo College. Launched
in 2008 as a result of early gifts and grants to the campaign, the Guilds constitute a
community of students and engaged professionals connecting with one another and among
themselves in career clusters. The Guilds reflect the apprentice/master model of education
and allow students and alumni to network, both in person and online, to share advice and
experiences in their respective fields. By 2014, Guilds membership had surpassed 1,700.
DeSimone says that donors to The Campaign for Kalamazoo College appreciate the fact
that K understands its mission and its direction. “We just want to be the best residential
liberal arts college we can possibly be. We’re not wavering from that.”
With June 2015 looming, Wilson-Oyelaran says, “There’s much left to be done before
the campaign ends. We want to get to our goal, and we want to surpass it.”
For up-to-date figures on the progress of The Campaign for Kalamazoo College, visit
kzoo.edu/giving/campaign. While you’re there, DeSimone advises, take a few minutes to
watch the video, which will remind you of all that Kalamazoo College does to change the
lives that change the world. It will also help you reflect on how your own K experiences
have changed your world. From there, it’s a quick click to the online donation site, where
you can contribute to the campaign priority of your choice.
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Protect by Connect
by Erin (Miller) Dominianni ’95
photography Keith Mumma

A white tattered envelope

containing $243 sits

untouched in a locked drawer in the Kalamazoo College Office
of Security. There’s a 10 dollar bill, a couple of fives, but the
The money, says Kalamazoo College Director of Security
Eric Wimbley, was lost, dropped, or misplaced throughout the
year by students, faculty, and staff around campus and turned
classmates.
“I’ve never seen anything like it,”
says Wimbley, a retired Michigan State

cameras, and strategically placed automated external defibrillator
machines in various buildings on campus.
The College formed a Crisis Response Team, made up of

wrinkled stack is mostly dingy one dollar bills.

into security officers by civic-minded

added outdoor emergency phones, installed 38 video surveillance

Westfall and Wimbley and other senior administrators, to

is the most honest place with the most

staff very seriously.
“Student health, safety, and wellbeing constitute the bedrock
for learning and self-development at K,” says Sarah Westfall, vice
president for student development and dean
of students.
The aftermath of the April 16, 2007, Virginia Tech campus
shooting, which claimed 32 lives, prompted colleges and
universities to expand measures to protect the campus
community. Safety and security efforts today must address
the possibilities of active shooters, terrorist attacks, and
natural disasters.
New research shows that young adults and their parents now
are listing safety—along with class size, location, cost, and

In the past seven years, to address challenges and meet
expectations, Kalamazoo College has increased exterior lighting,
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students by name, and let them know we are approachable.”

regularly to discuss ongoing and timely issues—focusing on

day, 365 days a year. Two or three officers police the campus

they know, trust, and are comfortable with the officers.

students.”

planning, preparation, and procedures that

during the day; two officers secure the grounds from 4 p.m. to

are models of good practice.

midnight; two officers work the overnight shift (midnight until

The College takes an “all-hazards” approach
to crisis response, Westfall explains, meaning
is the same, although responses to specific

cards, which allows access to campus buildings.

The fundamentals of the College’s all-

Officers travel on foot, on bicycles,
and on golf carts. They wear navy

hazards approach include: gather, analyze,

shirts and jackets (which identify them

and assess information immediately; take

as security personnel) with dark pants

quick and effective action; communicate early

or shorts. They carry flashlights, keys,

and long-term action; and move appropriately from crisis to
recovery mode.
and enhance the College’s emergency readiness, and it works

students,” Wimbley says.

Kalamazoo Department of Public Safety (KDPS).

Their backgrounds are varied as well.

The College has used the “K-Alert” mass notification system

Some are former police and security

since 2010. The system sends emails and voice and text messages

officers; some worked in emergency

to landlines and cell phones of its nearly 2,000 users. It is tested

medicine; and others are college

twice each school year to ensure that it is working properly.

students enrolled in local police

very lucky.”

safety, Wimbley says.

Meet people, build up
a rapport, get to know

for their personal safety and the security
of their possessions, he adds, by being
knowledgeable and taking simple common
The College goes to great lengths to educate
students about their responsibilities as soon
they arrive on campus.
As part of the school’s First-Year Experience,
a nationally recognized program that helps

students by name, and
let them know we are

academies.

approachable. ”

assist those on campus with access to campus buildings,
classrooms, and dorm rooms.

students achieve academic success during
their first year of college, first-year students
are required to attend several forums. Those
are organized into six distinct categories,
including “Personal Decision-Making and
Habits.” This year, there were 11 workshops
in that category that students could attend.
Wimbley and Westfall were among the

Each day may present different
situations, but officers routinely issue parking tickets and

A Greater Presence

Students must assume responsibility

sense precautions.

Officers represent different genders
and races and a wide range of ages.

students of inclement weather,” Westfall says. “We have been

Student support and involvement is essential for campus

questions, be social.

“Our best tool is our presence

closely with the Kalamazoo County Office of Emergency and the

“We have used it a handful of times, so far only to notify

Educating Students

“Ask questions, answer

and radios.
and our ability to communicate with

The team takes part in training throughout the year to test

there interacting on a daily basis,” he adds.

An administrative assistant in the unit’s Hicks Center office
assists students with lost items and their programmed ID

situations may differ.

“You can’t develop that kind of relationship if you aren’t out

8 a.m.).

that the assessment protocol for any crisis

and often with key audiences; determine the duration of a threat

school ranking—as one of the most important factors when
choosing a college.

between the department and K’s more than 1,400 students.

security office for assistance or to report suspicious behavior if

on campus (see sidebar, page 27), the
College takes the safety and security of its students, faculty, and

“I want them to meet people, build up a rapport, get to know

and one part-time officer who patrol the campus 24 hours a

unbelievably honest

minimal amount of reported crime

the College hired in July 2014 to strengthen the relationship

oversee emergency preparedness on campus. The group meets

place with the most

Despite this level of integrity and a

“Ask questions, answer questions, be social,” Wimbley says.

Students, Wimbley asserts, are more likely to come to the

“This is the most honest

unbelievably honest students.”

One of the newest members is the director, Wimbley, who

The security operation includes seven full-time officers

Police officer with more than 25 years
of experience in law enforcement. “This

with students.

ever had before,” Westfall says.

facilitators.
Wimbley led an open dialogue titled “Staying Safe on
Campus” during which he answered questions, showed a video

The biggest investment in campus safety and security—

They play a key role in managing campus programs,

and the one the College hopes will be most effective—is in

including guest lectures, athletic events, and large scale

introduced students to officers, and provided tips on how to

personnel.

activities like commencement and homecoming.

stay safe.

“We have more members on our security staff than we have

Wimbley encourages and expects his staff to interact

about responding to an active shooter on a college campus,
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“Student involvement with the security office
is essential for campus safety.”

Westfall led a session on sexual misconduct which focused on
contributing behaviors and the College’s policy and options for
responding to sexual assault and sexual harassment.
The Counseling Center, the Sexual Support and Safety Alliance,
and the Office of Student Development and Residential Life sponsored

numbers on speed dial,” Wimbley says. “They are here to help us when
we need them.”
K’s security office does not monitor off-campus housing or offcampus student organizations. Those responsibilities fall to KDPS.
Due to the campus’ proximity to Western Michigan University,

additional workshops that dealt with personal health, smart

Wimbley is working to establish a similar partnership with WMU’s

relationships, stress, and emotional well-being.

Department of Public Safety for mutual assistance in the event of an

Safety and security workshops and lectures are offered throughout

emergency.

the school year for all students, Westfall says. And the security office

The Look Ahead

provides students written educational materials and lists of available
community resources.

Partnership With Local Law Enforcement
Campus security has a long-standing working relationship with the
Kalamazoo Department of Public Safety. Because campus security

The College’s security department has been very successful in creating
a safe and secure environment for the campus community, and its
members are not about to become complacent.
“Every day is different, and you have to be prepared,” Wimbley says.
He is looking at opportunities to incorporate more training, to

personnel have no arrest powers, they will request immediate response

improve signage around campus, and to better prepare others on how to

from KDPS on crimes in progress, crimes against a person, and medical

respond to critical incidents.

emergencies.
College security officers conduct most of the preliminary investigations
on nonviolent criminal offenses. These criminal offenses are then

And he hopes that by taking these steps the students, faculty, and
staff’s sense of security on campus will continue to grow—just like the
stack of money sitting in his office.

forwarded to KDPS for further action.
“They have always been great partners,” Westfall says. And Wimbley’s
history with local law enforcement has further strengthened this
relationship.

Freelance writer Erin Dominianni ’95 was an ideal choice to write a story on
K’s security department. As a student she served as editor of The Index, and
created “Crime Beat,” a weekly feature that covered campus security.

“I know so many of the KDPS officers personally and have their
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Security Officers
Name: Paul Davis
Hometown: Kalamazoo, Michigan
Favorite part of the job: Being able to

Name: Stephen TenBrink
Hometown: Portage, Michigan
Favorite part of the job: Interacting with

provide the service a student or staff
member needs.

staff and students

Hobbies: Fishing, hunting, boating,

Hobbies: Fishing, hunting, camping,

anything outdoors.

outdoor activities.

Name: Amy Leu
Hometown: Manitowoc, Wisconsin
Favorite part of the job: The people I work
with every day.

Hobbies: Spending time with

family and friends, keeping up with
current events, and cheering on the Green Bay Packers—365
days a year.

Name: Phyllis Marsh
Hometown: Kalamazoo, Michigan
Favorite part of the job: Working with
students.

Hobbies: Reading, volunteering at a rape

crisis center, and sitting on a board of a
local domestic violence assault organization.

Name: Shane Salmon
Hometown: Clinton, Arkansas
Favorite part of the job: When a student
or staff member smiles and thanks me.

Hobbies: Fishing, hunting, outdoor

activities.

Name: Nicole Stephens
Hometown: Otsego, Michigan
Favorite part of the job: Every day is
different.
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Hobbies: Reading, swimming, boating,

and walking my dogs.

Name: Tyler Stephenson
Hometown: Kalamazoo, Michigan
Favorite part of the job: Being in a positive
work environment with friendly people.

Hobbies: Basketball.

Directory of Security Eric Wimbley
A Kalamazoo native, Wimbley earned his
bachelor’s degree in criminal justice from
Sienna Heights College (Adrian, Mich.)
and served six years in the U.S. Army
Reserve as a military police officer and
communications specialist.
He spent 25 years as a Michigan State Police officer,
where he provided leadership, supervision, and personnel
development to more than 200 employees. While with the
MSP, he attended the FBI’s National Academy where he
focused on juvenile victims and offenders and managing
organizational change. He retired in February 2012.
Wimbley is no stranger to the collegiate environment.
In 1996, he began teaching cultural diversity, defensive
tactics, accident investigations, and interviewing skills at
the Kalamazoo Valley Community College and the Kellogg
Community College police academies.
In 2012 he took on a part-time role as a critical incident
consultant and a full-time position teaching high school
students the fundamentals of the criminal justice system.
Affiliated with Pretty Lake Vacation Camp in Kalamazoo
for 40 years—first as a camper, then as a counselor, and today
as a board member and a donor—Wimbley also volunteers
with Kiwanis International and as a youth coach for Special
Olympics.
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Double
Life

It’s not as dramatic as Clark Kent

bursting from a phone booth

as Superman, but every weekday at 4 p.m. Ruth Pe Palileo ’92 makes quite a
transformation. During the first part of her day she is a patent agent, working
for her version of the Daily Planet, a.k.a. Global Patent Solutions, a firm that
specializes in helping inventors search for, defend, or acquire patents. From her
office in Scottsdale, Arizona, or her home in Las Vegas, she studies the relevant
subject matter to ensure the patent covers new ground, then prepares the
paperwork required by the U.S. patent office.
But 4 p.m. is phone booth time, metaphorically speaking. Pe Palileo (her
surname rhymes with ‘Pay Galileo’) takes on a dramatically different role—

by Randall Schau

running her own theatre company. Whether it’s writing the script, selecting the
cast, looking for funding, or actually directing the play, the second part of her
day is all about performance art.
While patent work and directing plays might seem like very different
jobs, Pe Palileo thinks otherwise. “Both involve translation,” she explains.
With patents she converts a person’s idea into the ‘arcane’ language of patent
applications. With the stage, she translates the written script into a flesh-andbones play.
Her theatre company is “Current Theatrics,” which she owns with longtime friend Thomas Costello, a professor at SUNY-Dutchess Community College
in New York. The two of them bring plays to life in cities across the country,
sometimes using local actors, other times bringing them in from afar. The
operation is a non-profit, affiliated with CIRCA Pintig, an arts organization
based in Chicago. Neither she nor the actors make any money; their motivation
comes from the love of the theatre.
Reaching this point in her life has involved a long and circuitous route. It
began in the Philippines, where she was born. She lived there until she was four
years old, when she and her family moved to Detroit.
“My parents tell very different stories about why we came to the U.S.,”
Pe Palileo says. “My mother, who was a pediatrician, says she heard that doctors
were needed in America. She was excited about moving here. But this was in
1974, when Ferdinand Marcos was in power. My father was a professor, and he
knew people who had simply gone missing. He says we moved so he could see
his daughters grow up.”
The family settled in Detroit, in part because they had relatives in nearby
Canada. Pe Palileo eventually attended Holy Redeemer High School (which

closed in 2005). Despite being foreign born, she fit right in because, “That school was so diverse! We
had kids from everywhere. We were all from the other side of the tracks, all from different cultures.
That was where I developed what I call my ‘bull shit meter’ for what is and isn’t real diversity. The
tolerance we had for each other there was genuine.”
Pe Palileo’s decision to attend Kalamazoo College was influenced by her high school chemistry
teacher, Mary Joe Parnell. “She was a K grad (class of 1984), and she drove me and three other girls to
Kalamazoo to show us around. Before that, I didn’t know if I’d ever get out of Detroit.”
Once she arrived at K she found a very different academic environment. “In high school I’d been
bored, but K presented a whole new set of challenges.”
Pe Palileo adjusted to those challenges, however, and earned a double major in biology and
English. She studied abroad in Strasbourg, France. “I loved it there. Some of my fondest memories are
from that time.”
At K she was interested in theatre, but her involvement went no further than “hanging around the
theatre-type kids. And I dog sat once for Ed Menta (the James A. B. Stone College Professor of Theatre
Arts), but that was really my only dealing with him.
“Years later,” she adds, “after I’d been involved in a lot of plays, Alisha Rohde, a K alum (class
of 1990) and a playwright, introduced me to Ed via email. Somehow he learned that I had my own
theatre company and directed plays. He was confused how I could be so involved in theatre when he
had absolutely no recollection of me from my K days. Well, that’s because I was too shy to talk to him
when I was a student.”
After K she took a job as a science writer at the Chicago Tribune. “That was great,” she recalls. “They
called me ‘The Kid.’ One of my articles—about Ted Kaczynski, the ‘Unabomber’—made the front page.

Ruth Pe Palileo (bottom

Another story was about the science behind the insect-in-the-amber scene in Stephen Spielberg’s movie

of the stairs) directs her

Jurassic Park.”
Pe Palileo left the Tribune to resume her education, earning a master’s degree in microbiology from
the University of Detroit Mercy. She was then contacted by Jen Amundsen, a friend and fellow K grad

cast in an all-female
performance of
Glengarry Glen Ross.

(class of 1994). “She told me she worked for a law office in
Chicago that specialized in patent law. She said they needed
someone to help with research and writing. Those were
things I felt I could do, so I went to work for them. That’s the
sort of thing I’m still doing. I really enjoy it.”
Among the most satisfying patents she’s worked on was
one for the technology that eventually was developed into
the OnStar system in automobiles. “I just loved the guys who
came up with that idea. They were what I call ‘K types.’ Real
adventurous.”
But even when she was working 70-hour weeks at the
firm, she dreamed of getting involved in the theatre. “I’d come
into the office and say, ‘Let’s get busy because I’m going to
retire early and start a theatre company!’ I said that almost every day.”
A serious illness in 2001 caused her to reconsider her situation. “My father said my illness was a
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‘wake up call.’ We weren’t sure for what, but we saw it as a type of sign that I should reassess what I
wanted out of life.”

LuxEsto Spring 2015

31

Pe Palileo decided that what she wanted was to

“Ireland is cool and wet, so you’re often cold to the

continue her education, although her initial focus was not

bone, but that’s why they have so many pubs,” she says

on the theatre. Her father had nearly become an attorney,

with a laugh.

and he encouraged his daughter to go to law school. She

When it was time to leave Ireland and return home,

decided to pursue that field at Trinity College in Dublin,

Pe Palileo found that “home” had moved. She’s always been

Ireland. The notion of crossing an ocean to continue her

close to her parents, and to her surprise, they had relocated

education, she admits, was a “pure K approach.

to Las Vegas. She followed them there.

“My original plan was to get a master’s in international

“They love the climate here. And this will sound

law at Trinity, then go to law school.” But before she even

funny, but my mother also says she likes Vegas because she

left the U.S. she changed her mind. Instead of pursuing law

knows the lights will never go off. When she grew up in

she decided she’d work towards a master’s degree in theatre.

the Philippines electricity was unreliable, and I guess she’s

Doing so was the culmination of an interest in theatre
that began when she was very young, though never as an

never gotten over that.”
In Ireland Pe Palileo had directed several plays, but

actor (“I hate being on stage”). Pe Palileo always wanted to

when she returned to the U.S. her initial goal was to teach

be a director.

theatre. “I wanted to go to a school like K and be like

“When I was in kindergarten my teacher read ‘Hansel
and Gretel’ to us. I said we should do the story as a play.
She said, ‘Go ahead and do it.’ So I did. And my brother and

Ed Menta.” Unfortunately, the jobs just weren’t there. “I
received 55 rejection letters.”
She then received an offer that sent her life in a new

sister remember me getting them and neighborhood kids to

trajectory. “Tom Costello and I had first met in Ireland.

put on little plays on our front porch.”

We became friends. After he’d returned to the U.S., he had

And yet, when she returned from Ireland in 2002 with

agreed to direct an Irish play in Cleveland. But the dates

her latest degree, instead of getting involved in theatre she

conflicted with his dissertation defense, so he asked if I

went back to work for the patent firm. Still, her long-term

would direct that play, which I did. Afterwards we said,

focus remained on the theatre.

‘That was so much fun! Let’s do it again.’ And that’s when

With that goal in mind she returned to the birthplace
of playwrights Oscar Wilde and George Bernard Shaw,

we decided to form our theatre company.”
The company, which began in 2010, offers a wide

among others, to earn her doctorate at Trinity College. The

variety of plays. Some, like Waves of Migration, have a

topic of her dissertation, she decided, would feature her

Filipino theme. Others, because Pe Palileo is an admitted

Filipino roots. Pe Palileo had long been interested in a small

“science fiction nerd,” are from that genre, such as The

theatre group called the Philippine Educational Theatre

Anubis Gates, which deals with time travel.

Association (PETA). It had operated years earlier, going

Some plays take months to prepare, others less than

from small town to small town doing political plays, in part

a week. While the typical audience numbers between 50

to help bring about social change.

and 100, Dr. Horrible’s Sing-Along Blog drew more than 500

The more she learned, the more her respect grew
for the people involved with PETA. “In the effort to oust
Marcos, those theatre makers were really on the front lines!

people, and Anubis attracted 1,300 theatregoers for each
performance.
The amount of work that has to be done before the

They were a big reason that the People Power Revolution

curtain first goes up is staggering. It begins with selecting

happened in 1983.”

the play. “I’ll read scripts or stories until I find one where I

Her second stint in Ireland lasted five years (20052010), a time she very much enjoyed, despite
the weather.
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say, ‘I have to put that on the stage!’”
Other times, however, she will write the screenplay
herself. Her current project will be a play about Joan of Arc,

tentatively titled Joan and the Demon Slayers.
Next comes casting, “Maybe the most important step in the whole process.” In choosing actors, she
could rely on the same individuals, or entire casts, one play to the next. But Pe Palileo doesn’t care for that
approach. “We like to use different actors. We try to cross-pollinate among groups from Ireland, New York,
Cleveland, and Vegas.”
Selecting props provides another opportunity to exercise her creativity. “It is about the only time
I ever shop on Amazon. I’ll buy things and then aestheticize them, like having a toy stuffed cricket
symbolize the devil. The playwright Augusto Boal once said that if a play calls for a telephone, don’t just
put a single telephone on the stage—make it 20! Or have it be broken, or spray paint it. Symbolism is very
important to me. Everything I put on the stage means something.”

Different
Paths,
One Goal

it might not appear that the jobs held by former Kalamazoo

College roommates Steve Simms and Dallas Gatlin have much in common. Simms is in
his 39th year as a teacher at St. John Vianney Catholic School (SJV) in Flint, Michigan.
Only a mile away, Gatlin is in his sixth year as executive director of Carriage Town
Ministries (CTM), a homeless shelter.
But the two men, members of the class of 1976, see their tasks as essentially the
same. Whether it’s Simms working with a 12-year-old student with her reading or
Gatlin assisting an ex-felon get a job, both men help those they serve achieve their
potential. The connection between the two men is so close that Simms has his students
volunteer at Gatlin’s shelter.
“Steve called me a few years back,” Gatlin recalls, “and asked if he could bring

What part of a production does she most enjoy? Pe Palileo thinks for a moment, then says, “I suppose
it’s the early rehearsal process. That and working with designers.”

On the surface

by Randall Schau

Pe Palileo has established some rules to guide her. “One is to have the production be intense and

in some of his eighth-grade students to do their service class here. We have lots of
students come to volunteer, but Steve’s class is special. They don’t just come once, they
come twice a week for seven weeks.”

urgent. I don’t ever want to waste time. For one thing, I have two parents to look after. Another rule is that

Simms’s long tenure at SJV began only a few months after he graduated from K. He

art has value. So if someone gives us something or pays us, there’s no reason for me to feel the art has been

quickly concluded that the school, which includes kindergarten through eighth grade,

diminished in any way; it’s a fair exchange.”

was a perfect fit for him. Because the school is small, Simms has had to be a jack-of-all-

Pe Palileo has learned a thing or two about dealing with actors. “Some need to have their confidence
built up. Others would rather direct you. With that group I’ll sometimes keep repeating

trades, a role he’s embraced. At one time or another he’s taught humanities, German,

my directions over and over again until they do it. According to a Yale study that I read,

gym, social studies, religion, science, computer, and reading. He’s also coached softball,

women directors sometimes preface a statement with an apology, like ‘I’m sorry, but I

baseball, and basketball. (It’s a good thing he has a liberal arts background.) Because

need you to….’ I’ve never done that often, and I’ve made myself stop it entirely.”

he’s always loved his work at SJV, he’s never seen a reason to leave.
Gatlin didn’t join CTM until he retired from General Motors in 2009. During his

Since starting her theatre company, Pe Palileo has worked with several K grads.
Michael Finnegan, Helen Montgomery, Charles Von Eschen, and Michael Decillis (all

25 years at G.M. he held a number of executive positions, including plant manager at

members of the class of 1993) have acted or produced, and Jen Amundsen has served as

the company’s Willow Run facility. Even when Gatlin was at G.M., Simms invited his

legal counsel.

friend into his classroom to be a guest speaker.
But as retirement neared, Gatlin decided he wanted to become involved with some

Most of her plays are hits; a few not so much. One way for her to determine an
audience’s reaction is to use social media. “I’ll go on Twitter and read what they’re

form of ministry. “I had been exploring positions with Samaritan’s Purse and World

saying.” But even when a play falls short of the mark, Pe Palileo sees the positive. “Plays

Vision. CTM was conducting a national search for a new director about the time I was

are like pizzas—even the bad ones have something to offer.”
Although she makes little or no money from her plays (“yet,” she adds hopefully), she
still usually comes away with a sense of accomplishment. “An engaged audience feeds

Steve Simms ’76 (“Mr. Simms” at St.
John Vianney Catholic School) with a
classroom keepsake from his K days

preparing to retire. My wife and I talked and prayed about it. It is a great organization
doing great work, so it was easy to say yes.”
Although he had no experience running a homeless shelter, Gatlin was confident

me,” she says. “For example, a person once noticed how I’d changed one tiny little thing

he could handle the job. “Our annual budget at CTM is $1.8 million. At the G.M. plant

from the book that the play was based on. It was really satisfying that he caught that.”

I managed we generated almost $3 million in revenues a day.”

Satisfied, yes, but she also admits that by the end of a play’s run, “I am exhausted!”

The shelter has beds for 115 guests, and a stay is usually limited to 30 days. “We

But not so exhausted that she doesn’t show up at her patent office the next day, ready to

don’t kid ourselves; we’re not home. We just try to make guests comfortable. For some,

begin the next cycle of transformation.

it’s just a relief to know they can sleep safely, that they don’t have to keep one eye open
all night.”
Much of what has kept Simms at SJV for nearly four decades is the nature of the
student body. “For almost all of our kids, going to college isn’t an ‘if’ so much as a
‘where.’ That’s why I take them on field trips that sometimes include colleges, like Alma
and Oakland, Michigan State, and, of course, Kalamazoo College.
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“And because of the type of students we have, I don’t have to convince them that
what I’m teaching is important. I don’t have to legitimize it. It’s been years since I’ve had a
student ask me, ‘Why do we have to learn this?’ They know it is important for them to be
prepared.”

had some real problems with his teeth. We sent him to a dentist who just did wonders,
both with his teeth and his self-image.”
Having taught at the same school for nearly four decades, Simms has seen a
lot of changes. “Certainly the technology is different. In the early years we used

Considering further evidence of his school’s appeal, Simms recalls a teacher who

mimeograph machines, the ones that used solvents that are now banned in schools.

came to SJV after retirement. “He was only planning on teaching here for one year, but he

Nowadays, kids use the Internet fairly often in class and parents can check grades and

liked it so much that he ended up staying for five.”

assignments online.”

Another advantage to teaching at SJV, from Simms’s perspective, is the active role of
religion at the school. “Teaching the gospel message is very important to me,” he says. “It
means everything. We want to teach the whole student.”
Gatlin uses a similar approach. “This is a faith-based shelter. We believe that everyone
was made by God for a purpose. We provide a chapel service before dinner, but it is not
required. If folks want to just come for the food, that’s fine.”
One difference between the school and the shelter has to do with how the numbers

Sometimes Simms goes retro with his students. “I’ll pull out my old film projector
and show an actual film. I’ll say, ‘This is a history class, right?’”
One thing that has changed at SJV is the need for security. “All of the exterior
doors to our building are now locked. The office has to buzz you in.”
But have the students changed? “Oh, sure, in some ways, but emotionally and
developmentally they’re the same. All the smart boards and iPads in the world can’t
change that.”

Simms teaching his eighth grade class

they serve are trending, due in part to Flint’s increasingly difficult economy. SJV once had

Simms with his seventh graders

350 students; now it has about half that. The shelter, on the other hand, is almost always

a tie. “The kids have a dress code so I think it’s only fair that I do, too. I try to look

full, and the number of people it is called to serve is increasing.

professional. I think it sends a message.”

As SJV’s numbers have declined, so too has its staff. In years past it was as high as

Given the number of years he has taught at SJV, it is not surprising that, “almost

20, now it is just 12. Of those, Simms has been at the school the longest, by far. Over the

every class I teach has at least one child whose mom or dad was a student of mine in

years he’s been one of the few male teachers. “We’ve seldom had more than three or four;

years past. It’s been gratifying building relationships with families over decades. When

sometimes I’ve been the only one.”

former students send their children to us it means they really value what we’re doing.”

It is a measure of how content Simms has been teaching at SJV that he’s never even

Gatlin also interacts warmly with those he serves. As he walks around the facility

considered moving into administration. “That’s just never really appealed to me.”

he’ll call out to guests by name and ask how they’re doing. He knows the background

Has he ever considered moving to another school? “No, I really haven’t.” That, despite the

of many and the circumstances that led them to CTM.

fact that he has always been paid less than his public school counterparts. He estimates

“What I find most rewarding,” Gatlin says, “is the opportunity to create a clean,

this year’s pay gap to be about $20,000. “I think over my career I could have made about

safe, and encouraging place for homeless men, women, and children to call home

half a million dollars more in the public schools, but I’m okay with that.”

for a while. We work hard to connect those who are willing with a personal plan to

One thing Simms has pondered is retirement. “I’m 60, so yes, I’ve asked myself that.
It’s not just a matter of finances; it’s also how much longer I’ll have the energy to keep up
with the kids. But I still really, really enjoy what I’m doing.”
Conversely, Gatlin feels his mission at CTM is just beginning.
One thing he’s come to learn is the variety of ways that can lead to
homelessness. “It’s usually some combination of bad circumstances,
bad judgments, and early life traumas,” Gatlin says.
“We had one man here who had lost both of his parents when
he was very young. He’s never really had a place to call home. With

extricate themselves from the streets and gain a life of self-sufficiency founded in hope
Gatlin has a small staff and a corps of volunteers. Among them is another K grad,
Lynda Berge ’91, a consultant with her own business. She helped CTM with a capital
campaign to expand its family center for women and children.
Although the number of guests who reside at the shelter is capped at 115, nearly
twice that number is served a daily dinner. Involving some of the guests in the actual
preparation of the meal creates a secondary benefit.
“People can develop food prep skills here, and that allows us to find work for
them in area restaurants,” Gatlin says. “Some of them might have felonies on their

encouraging environment.”

record, but with the experience they get here and our recommendation they can

people with diabetes and high blood pressure. And we set people up
with doctors when they need one. For example, we had one man who

Dallas Gatlin

and faith in Christ.”

him and everyone else we try to provide dignity, stability, and an
Another service CTM provides is medical assistance. “We can help
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Another thing that hasn’t changed is the way Simms dresses—he always wears

get jobs.”
Even though Gatlin and Simms became close friends and roommates, what first
attracted them to K was quite different.
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For Gatlin, part of K’s appeal was the chance to play football. “I was a linebacker. I
played just for the love of it.”

Is he a better teacher than he was years ago? He shrugs.

Simms had gone overseas (Austria) in high school and he hoped for a similar

If someone is on our campus, they’re busy. They are doing

“I don’t know. But I probably handle certain situations better

experience in college. “I wanted to travel, so K’s foreign study really appealed to me. It

something. If they don’t have something to do, they have

since I’ve faced them so many times over the years.”

made K special. I ended up doing my foreign study in Erlangen, Germany, and traveled

to leave.”

Spending time in Europe paid dividends years later when Simms was asked to
teach introductory German. But that’s hardly the only instance of a K experience helping
Simms as a teacher.
Another example has to do with teaching religion. “At K I had a class with
(Professor Emeritus of Sociology) Bob Stauffer. He encouraged us to go to different

One way to keep guests busy is have them tend to the

Both men are married with children. Gatlin’s wife is
Nola, with whom he has four children. Simms met his wife,

shelter’s three community gardens. Gatlin also has them

Ami (Moss) ’76, when they were students at K. They have

shovel snow and pick up litter in the area.

one daughter. Ami was featured a few years back in LuxEsto

As a result, “Neighbors now see our operation as
an asset.”
SJV also has rules that help avoid problems. “We have

for her quilting work and fundraising efforts to support
Alzheimer’s research.
Simms draws satisfaction from what he and Gatlin are

churches and see what they were like. Now I take my students to a Hindu temple, a

a dress code, we limit cell phones, we require students to

accomplishing, and he is quick to mention two others. “I’m

Greek Orthodox Church, and a Jewish synagogue. I’ve also taken them to the same

complete service hours, and the entire student body attends

really proud of the service of our two other K suitemates, Tim

Amish community that I visited during my freshman year at K with Dr. (Stillman)

weekly Mass.”

Long ’76 and Howie Van Houten ’76. Long and his wife Patti

Bradfield (a professor in the anthropology and sociology department from 1965 to 1987).
“My career service project at K was teaching outdoor education in Groton,

Although the college-bound nature of his students might
make SJV seem elite, Simms considers it among the most

Massachusetts. One of the things I brought back to K was ultimate Frisbee, a game I

diverse student bodies in the area. “About half of our kids are

learned when I was out east from Bruce Johnson ’76. Bruce, Tim Long ’76, and I then

minorities, and half aren’t Catholic.”

convinced K to let us teach an ultimate Frisbee gym class. When I’ve taught gym here at
SJV one of the activities I have the kids do is play ultimate Frisbee.”
The passion Simms has for teaching has left his principal, John Reynolds,
impressed. “There is an old saying in education,” says Reynolds, “that kids don’t care
how much you know until they know how much you care. Well, here at SJV, they all
know that Steve Simms really cares.
“Steve’s incredibly upbeat, and has such passion. He won’t just set up a field trip,

One of Simms’s students is seventh grader Maddie

and Andy ’12—all graduated from Kalamazoo College.
Simms has a self-deprecating sense of humor and
laughs easily with the kids. For example, one of his eyes

students. “Sometimes when I’m talking

themselves, ‘How can I ever become that good?’”

to one of them he’ll notice my eyes and

Gatlin, upon his retirement, also had options. For one thing, he didn’t have to take
another full time job. His compassion for those in need drove him to do so.
In describing his role with CTM, Gatlin says, “Half my job is helping our guests; the
other half is helping volunteers use their gifts to help others.”

work with people, pool resources, and try to make good
things happen.”

point to one and say, ‘Look at this eye.’”
Though Simms has occasionally taught
the younger students, most of his classes
have been with sixth, seventh, and eighth
graders. The fact that the SJV student body
and the building itself are both small allows
Simms to see his students grow up. He
makes a point of attending his students’

funding. But that’s not unusual for nonprofits; executive directors are typically the chief

sports events, choir and band concerts,

fundraisers. That’s my least favorite of my responsibilities, but it’s necessary.”

and theater performances. And he goes to

the majority of homeless were men. Now it’s about 50-50.”

“It’s a privilege doing what I do,” he concludes. “I get to

he won’t know which eye to look at, so I’ll

And there’s a “third half.” “The biggest challenge here,” Gatlin continues, “involves

Gatlin has noticed a change in the people who seek help at his shelter. “Years ago

struggles and insecurities. Things to celebrate. Things to

isn’t properly aligned; it points off to the side. Simms is

him mentor young teachers, although some of them feel a little overwhelmed and ask

Or he could have become a school superintendent. But he chose to remain a teacher.”

of service. “People are the same everywhere. They all have

like at G.M.

comfortable talking about it with his

family that has a successful car dealership and could have chosen to get involved in that.

Gatlin takes a broad view when he reflects on the subject

mentions that her three older brothers—Tim ’06, Mike ’09,

he’ll visit the place on the weekend before the trip in order to get a feel for it. I’ve had

so kind and generous. He could have been wildly successful in business. He came from a

and Van Houten served in the U.S. Coast Guard.”

mourn. The leadership responsibility here at CTM is much

Town Ministries

Simms also draws praise from Gatlin. “He’s really an incredible human being. He’s

(Sandling) ’76 served for years as Baptist church missionaries,

Herman. Fully aware her teacher is a K grad, she proudly

from SJV at work at Carriage
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rapport. I really do come to love them.”

“The key to making this a safe place is to set expectations.

quite a bit during that year.”

Gatlin and Simms and students

One of Gatlin’s top priorities is safety for the guests.

Masses at his students’ home parishes.
“All of that allows me to develop a
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He never expected

to be a police officer and fire

fighter, but Chuck Mason ’10 knew he wanted to make a

unconvinced that his behavior warranted expulsion from the

During his first three years at Kalamazoo College the
anthropology and sociology major figured his service would
unfold in the field of urban planning. Thank goodness for
the self-discovery opportunity of internships. Mason’s first,
in the planning department of his hometown of Charlevoix
(Mich.) during his rising-senior summer, sowed some
doubts in his mind about whether urban planning was the
right path for him. He remained interested in cities and their
development, but the planning process seemed too slow. A
second internship—this one during his days as a graduate
student of public administration at Indiana University—
Department of Public Safety (KDPS)

and found the pace of action he wanted.

four-month police academy, and today

harassing a small convenience store clerk. After arriving on the
scene Mason locates and approaches the man who has moved
across the street. As Mason approaches, the man immediately
raises his hands.
“Take your hands down,” says Mason. “I just want to talk
with you.” To Mason the man seems not so much angry as perhaps
coping with a mental impairment. Mason inquires about the man’s

public trust and violates

he’s a two-year veteran (police officer
and fire fighter) of the KDPS.
“As a public safety officer you deal

people’s rights .”

with issues few others have to confront,”

Police officer
and firefighter
Chuck Mason,
class of 2010.

Later Mason responds to the report of an aggressive man

of force betrays the

shadowed Fire Marshal Jim Williams

Kalamazoo Valley Community College’s

girlfriend to call it a night at that establishment.

destination, and he says he’s heading home.
Then Mason relates the store clerk’s concerns
and advises the man not to return to the store

during the summer of 2011. There he

Two years later he graduated from

premises. After 15 minutes Mason convinces the man and his

“An unjustified use

brought him to the Kalamazoo

By Olga Bonfiglio

Outside a bar he talks to a man who has been thrown out
by bouncers for unruly behavior. The man is intoxicated and

difference through public service.

Liberal
Arts
Police
Academy

appropriately handle themselves.

says Mason.
He works the night shift (7 p.m. to 7 a.m.), and his
regular beat (Zone 6) covers the Vine, Arcadia, and Winchell
neighborhoods, as well as the Knollwood area around
Western Michigan University. Mason “floats” in Zone 6,
enforcing traffic statutes, checking license plates for stolen
cars, scanning public parks, and tracking fugitives with
outstanding arrest warrants. When a call comes in from
dispatch, he moves quickly in response.
“Ninety percent of the work KDPS does is about
community caretaking and dealing with civil issues,” he
said. “The other 10 percent requires officers to investigate
criminal incidents.”
On a typical evening, Mason’s modus operandi is
mostly active listening, careful note taking, and then helping

and risk citation for trespassing. The man goes
on his way.
“We are problem solvers, social workers,
and mediators,” Mason says, which varies from
a public perception often influenced by the
matters of racial profiling, police brutality, and
unwarranted arrests.
According to Mason, all situations demand
an officer to consider multiple factors, including
the law, the safety of the person or persons

with whom the officer is engaged, the safety of the public at large,
and the officer’s own safety. “We make our decisions on a totality
of circumstances, mindful that we cannot know all the facts,” says
Mason. “An unjustified use of force betrays the public trust and
violates people’s rights.”
He adds: “Police work is essentially about enforcing current
law. If society doesn’t like a law being enforced, or begins to see an
undesired effect from its enforcement, society must change the law.
We cannot take action before the people do.”
Mason thinks that Kalamazoo College and the anthropology
and sociology curriculum in particular prepared him well.
“For four years I learned to ask questions about the world as
well as to challenge assumptions and perceptions,” he says. “You
can’t do this job taking the world at face value. You’ve got to have

people solve problems and deal with situations they cannot
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Chuck in his police cruiser
Report filing is automated and
completed in the cruiser.
Chuck (with parents and brother) at
his police academy graduation.

compassion and empathy and understand where the people you meet are coming from.”
Do officers make mistakes? Mason recalls an incident that involved 10 officers with their
guns drawn in an effort to arrest someone they thought was a perpetrator of a serious crime. The
vehicle the person was driving matched perfectly the description of the suspect’s getaway car;
however, it turned out to be the wrong vehicle.
“Catching criminals involves some degree of invasion of privacy,” says Mason. “It is
inconvenient and embarrassing for the people we stop or detain, but necessary.”
Officers frequently deal with vehicular accidents, home invasions, assaults, fights, and car
break-ins. “We often see people on what is a terrible day of their lives,” says Mason. That means
discretion is paramount, and officers rely on it to assess and address every problem
they encounter.
Mason stops a woman who was speeding on her way to work, but eventually decides not to
write her a ticket. “It wasn’t my intention to make her even more late for work, but her schedule is
not a valid excuse to drive like that,” he says. “On the other hand, if officers gave everyone a pass,
people would be less likely to follow the law.”
Why do cops emphasize catching speeders? The answer is as simple as it is sobering: the
vast majority of traffic accidents occur when people are speeding.
“The key to accident prevention is speed limit enforcement,” Mason says.
Educating people about safety and crime prevention is an important step as well. Not long
ago Mason received a call from someone whose high-end camera, lenses, and a laptop had been
stolen from his unlocked car. According to Mason, many burglaries occur because people forget
to lock their apartments and cars. A big part of the job of a public safety officer is to educate

Disease Detective
At dawn Greg Raczniak
meets with the morning
shift attending physician
to provide her a rundown
of the previous night’s
events. Greg is the night
shift (7 p.m. to 7 a.m.)
attending physician for
this Ebola treatment unit
in Monrovia, Liberia.

people on crime prevention.
After two years of service, Mason often contemplates how his actions impact other people’s
lives. “There are people sitting in prison because of me,” he said, “and they may be there for a
long time.”
Mason learns something from each incident. “You carry the memory of these incidents with
you,” he says. Reviewing those memories can help one become a better public safety officer, but
the accumulation of memories and prolonged second guessing can be burdensome.
How does Mason handle that?
“I learned to be a critical thinker at K, ask questions, and to spend time thinking about
my own actions and the issues I deal with on a daily basis. I think it’s
healthy to process these events and scenes by thinking and talking
about them. You can’t bury them and expect them to stay buried. I rely
heavily on my fellow officers and my friends.”
Mason joined the Department of Public Safety to learn about urban
issues from that particular perspective. As an officer he is familiar with
his zone and knows what types of crimes are committed, who lives
where, how traffic flows, and where people are most likely to speed or
run traffic signals. He attributes his ability to absorb and synthesize
this disparate information in part to his studies at Kalamazoo College.
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K also may have developed a propensity to set out on an unexpected path. “I knew if I
didn’t take this job, I’d regret it,” says Mason. “As hard, as stressful, as emotionally draining and
exhausting as this work is, I know I made a great decision to do it.”

by Kaye Bennett

Greg gowned to treat patients
Greg was a submarine officer
on the U.S.S. Alabama

Responding from Africa

, where he was treating medical staff who contracted

Ebola from patients they treated, Greg Raczniak ’96 describes his career path as “peripatetic.”
But then he reflects: “Isn’t that what we do at K? Take a solid liberal arts degree interspersed
with foreign and domestic experiences, and then go on to do great things?”
Raczniak credits his K mindset for the success he has had in what he calls his “wildly
different experiences.” These include:
• a medical degree from Eastern Virginia Medical School
• a Ph.D. in molecular biophysics and biochemistry from Yale University
• an internship in obstetrics and gynecology at the Naval Medical Center in San Diego
• running a Navy research lab in Ghana
• certification in tropical medicine
• training in naval diving and salvage to become a diving medical officer
• qualification as a submarine officer on the U.S.S. Alabama
• serving in the U.S. Navy for seven years
• working in the Emergency Operations Center for the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC)
• conducting public health investigations into skin and soft tissue infections in remote
rural Alaska

• responding to an outbreak of Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever in Arizona
• evaluating pediatric feeding schemes for the World Food Program during a famine in

Greg and his wife, Sarah
Mechta, and their dog, Esi

Northern Kenya
• serving as a disease detective with the CDC
• earning an master’s degree in evaluation and measurement
of public health interventions (Tulane University)
• training contact tracers in Sierra Leone for the Ebola
epidemic
• working in an Ebola treatment unit in Liberia
Peripatetic, indeed.
A native of Portage, Michigan, Raczniak graduated from
Portage Central High School and the Kalamazoo Area Mathematics
and Science Center. He then chose Kalamazoo College over larger
universities partly because of the opportunity it would give him to
swim. “Going to a Division III school,” he realized, “would mean I
could walk in and contribute rather than just being another person in
the pool.” Raczniak certainly did contribute: During the four years that he was swimming, Hornet men’s
swim teams finished twice at the top of the MIAA conference, as well as one year in second place and one
year in third. For all four of those years, the teams competed in the NCAA Division III championships,
where Raczniak earned multiple All-American and honorable mention All-American honors. (Another
factor in his choice of K: “Going onto the quad and seeing students playing Frisbee
golf. It just felt right.”)
While he was at K, in addition to swimming and majoring in biology,
Raczniak studied abroad in Muenster, Germany, completed medical career related
internships, and worked in the biomedical chemistry lab of Susan Wente, Ph.D.,
at Washington University in St. Louis. His Senior Individualized Project (SIP) was
based on work he did in that lab, characterizing a nucleoprotein important in the
translocation of molecules across the nuclear membrane.
Raczniak says that his career in preventive medicine was not so much a matter
of choice as it was something “I stumbled upon while doing work I found satisfying
and interesting.” His work allows him, he says, “to have laser beam focus on one
topic/disease/event, or to step back and have appreciation of how policy shapes
population health.” The opportunities feed his “insatiable thirst for learning and
for new experiences” and help him indulge a life-long interest: “Solving complex
problems by disassembling the parts and rebuilding/reengineering is what I have
enjoyed doing since I was a little kid.”
Recently, as the Ebola virus was causing devastation in several Africa
countries and fear throughout the world, Raczniak’s work led him to the center of
still another crisis.
First sent to Sierra Leone, Raczniak found and monitored people who had
been in contact with symptomatic patients, with the goal of containing the virus
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before it spread. Raczniak says he was amazed at how well the public health

diving medical officer.

messages he was helping to disseminate were understood and adopted. “The
message ‘Don’t touch’ was recognized and accepted by many—the traditional

Shortly after this story was

handshake with a snap of fingers at the end was not done.” Another result: The

written, Greg was joined by fellow

normal hustle and bustle of the African marketplace is subdued these days, he

K grad and physician Andrew

observes. “It’s almost eerie that people were not running into one another as

Terranella ’99, M.D. (right) at the

much in public places.”

Monrovia Medical Unit.

After being deployed to Liberia in October 2014, Raczniak worked first in
Médecins Sans Frontières’s Ebola treatment unit, then set up the Monrovia Medical
Unit for the U.S. Public Health Service. It was in Liberia where Raczniak says he
experienced the most humbling moment of his life: introducing Raczniak to the
staff there, “the medical director told everyone in the room that ‘this is the doctor
who will take care of us if we get sick.’ To have all the eyes in the room on me—
with palpable relief—seeing that I was there as a backup, to be their care provider
if they needed it…I am in a room of people who are in the trenches all day, every
day, treating the severely sick and ill, and they are thanking me for my service
and being there for them; I believe the spotlight should be shown on their service
and actions.”
Speaking from ground zero of the Ebola crisis, Raczniak observed, “This
crisis highlights the need for strengthening public health systems domestically
and abroad. We know how diseases like this can be controlled. Robust health
systems and public health services are essential; their cost is offset by mitigating
humanitarian disasters like we are seeing in West Africa and abroad.”
At age 40 Raczniak already has a curriculum
vitae that could fill a volume, but he has also
managed to carve out a life. He describes his halfDanish, half-Kenyan wife, Sarah Mechta, whom
he met while they were both working at the same
university in Accra, Ghana, as Maasai-Viking. They
currently live in New Orleans, where Mechta is
finishing a joint J.D./M.S. program at Tulane Law
School and the Payson Center for International
Development. The couple recently adopted a dog
whom they call Esi, Ghanaian for “Sunday
born girl.”
Someday, when he’s in a position to stay in
one place for more than two or three years,
Raczniak says he would like to offer K students an
opportunity to intern or do their SIPs with him.
Giving back to the school that started him on his life’s peripatetic journey is
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important to him.

Engaged alumni

Terry Brown ’69 and his

help move Kalamazoo

participated in the Center

wife, Linda Whitlock-Brown,
for Career and Professional

College to higher

www.kzoo.edu/getengaged

and salvage in order to become a

Development’s Hornet
Huddles program during

levels of excellence.
You can advance K’s
mission and help
build its reputation as
one of the country’s
exceptional liberal
arts colleges.

1. Identify and

help recruit a
prospective
student.

FIVE

swimmer trained in naval diving

forEngagement!

The Hornet All-American

2. Offer an

internship or
externship to a
student.

3. Mentor a

student or
recent graduate.

4. Serve as a

volunteer.

5. Make a

charitable
donation.

Homecoming 2014.

Mentor Times Two
by Joan Hawxhurst

Terry Brown ’69 believes in mentoring. Mentors helped him early in
his career, and “I want to provide the same to others as they start their
careers,” he says.
Fortunately for Kalamazoo College students, Terry pays it forward
through K’s Center for Career and Professional Development (CCPD).
And he brings a friend! His wife, Linda Whitlock-Brown, also serves
as a mentor, and together they offer students a “double dose” of
expertise and experience.
Terry and Linda attend CCPD alumni/student networking events;
they participate in CCPD virtual panel discussions (a recent one titled
“Careers Inside the Beltway” allowed 23 K students on campus to
connect with alumni “insiders” in Washington, D.C.); and when the
duo happens to be on campus (like for Terry’s class reunion) they
offer individualized guidance to interested K students via CCPD’s new
Hornet Huddles program.
Both Terry and Linda have spent the majority of their working
lives at the United States Agency for International Development
(USAID). For 30 years he was a Foreign Service Officer on assignments
in Latin America. He also worked for the World Wildlife Fund and the
Pan American Foundation before returning to USAID four years ago
as senior policy advisor. Linda is an expert trainer and facilitator who
designs USAID training courses and workshops and serves as a coach
for Foreign Service Officer orientations.
“Both Linda and I enjoy the opportunities to interact with
students and provide examples of career opportunities and challenges
that students may not otherwise be exposed to,” Terry says.
The CCPD is always eager to foster career connections between
current K students and alumni professionals like Terry. To learn more
about how you can offer career development guidance, see reason.
kzoo.edu/ccd/alumni/.
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Gifts Received, Gifts Bestowed
by Anastasia (Holland) Harnden ’89

The K-Plan was never part of my plan

. This Irish-Catholic girl was

going to Notre Dame and traveling the world. Little did I know.
In high school I was inundated with college mailings; those from Kalamazoo
College stood out because of study abroad. When the assistant superintendent
happened to ask about schools I was considering, I mentioned Kalamazoo College. He
knew K and thought it would be a great fit.
So, come fall, I found myself sitting in Stetson Chapel for convocation with the

Friday
Night
Lights

Each year on the Friday night of homecoming weekend

,

the Alumni Association Executive Board (AAEB) hosts an awards ceremony to
celebrate recipients of the Distinguished Achievement Award, the Distinguished
Service Award, the Young Alumni Award, and the Weimer K. Hicks Award. If you
can attend, you should. In fact, make it a priority. The people are interesting, the
accomplishments impressive, and the stories entertaining. You will likely come
away more aware of what K alumni have done and are doing and with a greater
appreciation of what Kalamazoo College accomplishes.
Last fall’s ceremony highlighted four exceptional people.
•

Rosen is the Chief Judge of the United States District Court for the Eastern
District of Michigan. He also was the chief mediator for the Detroit

incoming class of 1989. I vividly remember the keynote speaker telling us that many
of us would marry a fellow classmate. I looked around and thought “No way!” My
Kalamazoo College journey had begun, and it would be life-defining for me.

Take the Reunion
Giving Challenge
Alumni classes celebrating
reunions in this fiscal year
(July 1, 2014 - June 30, 2015) have
a unique opportunity to make an
immediate and profound difference
in the lives of K students.
Commemorate your reunion with

Gerald Rosen ’73 received the Distinguished Achievement Award.

bankruptcy case. As described in a recent Detroit News feature, “Rosen’s

by William Stoeri ’78

initiative…changed the course of the largest municipal bankruptcy in
American history and sped it to an unexpectedly quick conclusion. It

During my sophomore year I worked as a court advocate for sexually abused
children in Philadelphia, studied in Madrid, Spain, and got to know my future

produced new money in an essentially asset-less proceeding, reduced cuts

husband, Ken Harnden ’89. My junior year I studied in Strasbourg, France, and my

to pensions, and conveyed city-owned art to a charitable nonprofit trust.”

senior year I taught at Plainwell Middle School. Kalamazoo College is not a place where

Rosen linked his accomplishments on the bench to his experiences at K.

you buy a degree and move on. It is truly a dynamic institution that fosters so much

His career internship experience launched his path to politics and the law.

more than intellectual growth. Because of the people, the culture, the community, and

He has paid that forward by hosting numerous K interns in his chambers.

the K-Plan, I grew socially, emotionally, intellectually, and globally. Kalamazoo College

He also said he learned how to write and use logic from his philosophy

encouraged me to become my best self and set me on a lifelong course of self-discovery

professor, David Scarrow, a friend of 40 years who introduced Rosen

and continuous learning. K also launched my career in education and introduced me to

that evening.

some of my dearest friends, including my best friend and husband, Ken.
•

John Polzin ’47 was honored with the Distinguished Service Award.

a new or increased gift through the

Why We Give

Kalamazoo College Fund between

For Ken and me, to not give back is not an option. We have a wonderful life that

now and June 30 at www.kzoo.

years ago) to the College’s reputation as a great liberal arts school. His K

includes four fantastic boys and rewarding careers; all of that is a direct result of our

edu/giving/reunion.

experience was interrupted for three years by World War II, when Polzin

experiences at K. Ken attributes his appreciation for art, understanding of diversity, and

served as part of Patton’s Third Army in Europe. “This,” he quipped,

Thank you

multiple career opportunities to his college education. We have an awareness of the

“might be considered the true beginning of Kalamazoo College’s foreign

to the Kalamazoo College student

world that makes us appreciate what we have. We are indebted to Kalamazoo College,

study program.” He acknowledged that the College then was both the

experience.

and supporting K through the Kalamazoo College Fund is just one small thing we can

same institution and a different institution than it is today. No matter; he’s

Fall 2014 Reunion Classes

do. We believe in paying it forward so students will become better global citizens.

equally proud of “both.”

for your dedication

1964, 1969, 1974, 1979, 1984, 1989,
1994, 1999, 2004, 2009

Emeritus Club
Reunion Classes
1940, 1945, 1950, 1955, 1960
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This dedicated class agent attributed his decision to attend K (made 74

Serving as class agent is a way for me to stay connected to the Kalamazoo College
community and my class. I keep in touch with my close K friends, of course, and being
a class agent volunteer allows me to be in contact with everyone else. This past October
our class celebrated its 25th reunion. It was fascinating to discover what interesting
and amazing things my classmates have done, professionally and personally. It always
seems when it comes to giving back that the giver receives the most. Thank you, K.

•

Christine Dragisic ’99 is the 2014 Young Alumni Award winner. She
majored in international area studies and Spanish at K and today serves as
a Foreign Affairs Officer in the climate change office of the United States
Department of State. She was introduced by John Dugas, the Arcus Social
Justice Leadership Associate Professor of Political Science. Dugas cited
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Thomas Breznau received

world through study abroad, most

Project, a self-published book of

the Weimer K. Hicks Award for

notably in his case via a Fulbright

Spanish poetry selections that

service to the College. Breznau

Scholarship to teach at the

included her own black-and-

influenced countless Kalamazoo

University of Zimbabwe. Breznau

white photographs from study

students as director of the

concluded that the K-Plan can

abroad. Dugas uses her SIP with

LandSea wilderness orientation

be as effective for the continuing

his current students in order to

program and as director of the

education of employees as it is for

demonstrate how creative a SIP

Stryker Center’s small business

undergraduate education

can be. Dragisic said she has

development project. At the award

of students.

been a part of many different

ceremony, Breznau noted the

communities since leaving K, all

similarities of his K employment

honored in 2015? AAEB is always seeking

important to her, but perhaps

to the experience of a K student.

nominations for these awards (see

none as important as K. She

The College, he said, gave him

details in the sidebar). Please consider

returns to her K community,

the tools and the opportunities

nominating someone. And don’t miss the

she added, because of the

to be creative and to respond to

ceremony. It will be worth your time.

unique passion of the students,

(and learn from) challenges. These

professors, and alumni.

opportunities also expanded his

Dragisic’s Senior Individualized

•

Four remarkable people. Who will be

Award Origins

Alumni Association
Executive Board honored
four individuals in
2014 during its annual

The Weimer K. Hicks Award. This honor recognized a
current or retired employee (or a program/organization

The Alumni Association Executive Board

sponsored by and housed at the College) that “provided
longterm support to programs or activities” in ways not

(AAEB) can trace the nativity of its awards program to the

required by the recipient’s job (or charter), or that provided

year 1951. That year, Kalamazoo College Alumni Association

“excellent service in the performance of their jobs,

President Paul Schrier ’22 announced the “Citation Project,”

making a significant contribution to the College in ways

which bestowed certificates to alumni “men and women

that have advanced the interests and goals of the Alumni

in the various chief vocational areas” to recognize their

Association.” Three winners were cited in 1993: College

“outstanding achievements and services which reflect honor

librarian Eleanor Humphrey Pinkham ’48, Professor of

upon Kalamazoo College.” Alumni were asked to submit

Mathematics T. Jefferson Smith, and Kathryn N. Stratton,

nominations—College trustees and members of the Alumni

who served as administrative assistant to two presidents.

Association’s executive committee (counterpart to today’s

The Kalamazoo College

A new Alumni Association award was added in 1993:

The fourth and youngest special Alumni Association

AAEB) were ineligible. The executive committee selected a

award was added in 2013. The Young Alumni Award honors

panel of judges (nine older faculty members and alumni). That

graduates of K within 15 years of their graduation year

first year, 24 alumni citations were awarded, and recipients

“on the basis of outstanding achievement, personal growth

ranged in class years from 1897 (Harold Lucius Axtell) to 1937

in career, or outstanding professional, civic, and cultural

(twin brothers Walter Amos Good and William Earl Good).

service” that reflects positively on Kalamazoo College.

It’s not clear how long the Citation Project continued;

Jeff Marinucci ’00 received the award in its inaugural year.

homecoming awards

during its lifespan the awards were conferred at the College’s

This year’s winner is Christine Dragisic ’99 (see photo

ceremony. Pictured with

September convocation ceremony.

and caption).

Kalamazoo College
President Eileen B.

In 1975 the “citations” evolved into awards that more

Currently, all four Alumni Association awards are

closely resemble AAEB’s current program. Two categories

presented during the Friday night of homecoming weekend

were established: distinguished achievement and

in the Dalton Theatre. Nominations should be sent to the

Alexandra Foley Altman ’97 (far right) are (l-r): Christine Dragisic ’99, Young Alumni Award; Thomas C. Breznau, Wiemer

distinguished service. For the former, “recipients will have

Office of Alumni Relations, Kalamazoo College, 1200

K. Hicks Award; Gerald E. Rosen ’73, Distinguished Achievement Award; and John G. Polzin ’47, Distinguished Service Award.

received awards or other national or international recognition

Academy Street, Kalamazoo, Michigan, 49006. The decision

from their peers as evidence of [distinction] in their

on any given year’s recipients is made in April of that year.

Wilson-Oyelaran (far
left) and AAEB President

professional fields.” The latter honors “individuals who have

A final category of award is open to older graduates.

made exceptional personal contributions to the College.” The

Alumni become members of the Emeritus Club on the

first recipient of the Distinguished Achievement Award was

occasion of their 50th class reunion, and the Emeritus

friends are invited. Reunion celebrations will take place for the classes of 2010, 2005, 2000, 1995, 1990, 1985,

journalist and Kalamazoo Gazette newspaper editor Daniel M.

Club presents a Citation of Merit at its annual breakfast

1980, 1975, 1970, and 1965, along with a gathering for the class of 2015.

Ryan ’42. Three people won the Distinguished Service Award

meeting during June’s commencement weekend. The award

in its first year: Marion Montieth Hudson, class of 1918;

recognizes members for “contributions to their professions,

Marilyn Barton Wilhelm ’39, and Nancy Southard Young ’67.

their communities, and to society.” The Citation of Merit

In those days the awards ceremony occurred during April’s

debuted in 1965 and was presented that year to William

Founders Day banquet.

Buchanan, class of 1914, and Charles J. Kurtz, class of 1894.

Save the Date!

Homecoming and Reunion Weekend is October 23-25, 2015! All alumni, faculty, students, staff, and K

Please mark your calendars now and plan to return to campus for an exciting weekend filled with many
opportunities to connect with classmates, faculty, and friends. www.kzoo.edu/alumni/homecoming/
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Hall of Fame
The Alumni Association Executive Board honored three athletes, one coach

with brain injury. In 2002, the American Brain Injury Foundation awarded Scott the Lifetime

(posthumously), and two great teams with induction into the Kalamazoo College

Achievement Award.

Athletic Hall of Fame. The team inductees come from K’s storied tradition in men’s
swimming and diving. The 1993 team finished second in the MIAA Championships

1978

and sixth at the NCAA Division III Championships. The team featured nine national

With his inclusion in the prestigious 2014 International Who’s Who of Franchise Lawyers,

qualifiers, eight of whom attained All-American status. The 1996 team finished first

Chris Bussert is recognized as one the best franchise attorneys in the world. He has more

in the MIAA Championships and sixth in the NCAA Division III Championships

than 30 years of experience in helping clients protect and defend their most important

(with seven All-American and five honorable mention All-American

assets and brands. Chris represents clients in trademark, copyright, unfair competition, and

performances). Individual inductees include diving coach Ron Bramble

franchise litigation, including proceedings before the Trademark Trial and Appeal Board,

(honored posthumously). At K Bramble coached seven national championship

and in licensing and trademark clearance and prosecution matters. He is a former editor-in-

performers and numerous conference champions, All-Americans, and

chief of the Franchise Law Journal and currently serves on the governing committee of the

Academic All-Americans. He was named NCAA Division III Men’s Diving

ABA Forum on Franchising. Chris’s achievements are well recognized. He has been cited

Coach of the Year in 2000 and 2003. The other individual inductees are

eight consecutive years (including this year) in The Best Lawyers in America for franchise

pictured with AAEB President Alexandra Foley Altman ’97 (far left) and

law, intellectual property litigation, and trademark law. Inclusion in Who’s Who is based

College President Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran (far right). They are (l-r):

on peer nomination and independent survey of general counsel and private practice

Richard D. Lacy ’74, Andrew D. Kurtz ’05, and Allison M. Iott ’09. Lacy was an
all-conference golfer for three years and the MIAA most valuable golfer. Kurtz was
the MIAA most valuable swimmer and the NCAA Division III national runner up
in the 100-meter breaststroke. Iott was a standout cross-country runner who, in her
senior year, earned the following honors: MIAA most valuable runner/champion, AllAmerican, and Academic All-American.

graduated with a B.A. in economics from Kalamazoo College and a law degree from
Stetson University of Law. Phillip regularly speaks at seminars and educates retirees
about annuities and tax saving strategies. He has written many books and research
pieces to help readers understand the complex world of retirement. His most recent

William Nevill retired recently and lives aboard his motor yacht in the Cape Fear

1987

Scott Tempel is vice president at Senn Delaney, a leading international authority and
successful practitioner of culture shaping to enhance the spirit and performance of
organizations. The job change is a homecoming of sorts because Scott worked for
the firm more than two decades ago. During those first years at the firm, he helped
create thriving, high-performance cultures at several organizations, including EDS,
Bell Atlantic, New York Life, Allstate, NYNEX, Drexel Burnham, Los Alamos National
Laboratory, Taco Bell, USC Business School, and University of Chicago Business
School. He then spent 18 years in organization development senior leadership roles at
PacifiCare Health Systems (now United Healthcare), Irvine Company, and Corinthian
Colleges, Inc. He worked for several organizations in the design and implementation
of performance management and succession planning systems and annual strategic
planning processes. In addition to his full-time career, Scott and his wife co-founded
The Alex Center and The Alex Foundation for Brain Injury, where Scott served as the
first executive director. The Alex Foundation was the only non-public, residential,
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Phillip Wasserman is the current president of American Tax & Annuity Advisors. He

publication is The Case for Annuities.

1974

Scott Tempel

attorneys worldwide.

1972
River, near Wilmington, N.C. You can reach him at wbnevill@gmail.com.

educational and neuro-rehabilitation program in the western United States for children

Chris Bussert

Michael Senerius was named vice president of sales and marketing for Continental Structural
Plastics, a global manufacturer in lightweight composite solutions based in Auburn Hills,
Michigan. Michael develops the company’s sales and marketing plans and its growth
strategies for Europe and China. Prior to taking the position with CSP, he served as president
and CEO for Kokinetics USA Inc., a manufacturer of seat mechanisms for the
automotive market. Michael earned his bachelor’s degree at K in economics and
business, and he studied abroad in Hannover, Germany.

1990
Michelle (Swanson) Heimbuch was one member of a four-person trip to India
and Nepal in 2014. She was joined by her husband, Bob (class of 1989) and
their friends Matt Greff ’89 and Rene (Wotschak) Greff ’88. Pictured are (l-r):
Michelle, Bob, Matt, and Rene.

Asia journey

1991
John G. Rodwan Jr. is the author of the essay collections Holidays and Other Disasters
(Humanist Press, 2013) and Fighters & Writers (Mongrel Empire Press, 2010), as well as the
chapbook Christmas Things (Monkey Puzzle Press, 2011). His poems and nonfiction have
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appeared in journals such as Blood and Thunder, Concho River Review, Cream City

sing ‘Going to the Chapel’ now and then (I even had it played at my wedding). So it just

Review, Jazz Research Journal, Midwestern Gothic, Pacific Review, Pea River Journal, Red

seemed right to actually ‘go to the (K) chapel’ to renew our vows.”

Earth Review, and Trickster. A graduate of both Kalamazoo College and Wayne State
University, he has lived in Geneva, Switzerland, Brooklyn (N.Y.) and Portland (Ore.),

1997

as well as his hometown of Detroit, where he currently resides. He earned his B.A. in

Mary Helen Diegel has been an educator with the Livonia Public Schools since her

English at K.

graduation from K. In fact, her teaching experience is much broader. She has taught
as an adjunct professor at Maddon University, provided instruction on the use of

1992

primary sources at the Library of Congress, and served as a teacher at the American

Gerald Gleeson II has been elected as a fellow of the American

International School in Johannesburg, South Africa. Mary Helen is affiliated with the

College of Trial Lawyers. He is a principal in the litigation and dispute

Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, the National Council for

resolution department of the law firm Miller Canfield. Gerald was

Social Studies, the Michigan Council for Social Studies, and the Michigan Council for

inducted as a fellow before an audience of more than 800 people

History Education. She is also affiliated with the International Society for Technology in

during the 2014 annual meeting of the ACTL in London, England.

Education and TechinEDU (Technology in Education). She is an expert in professional

ACTL includes the best of the trial bar from the United States and

development, identifying and implementing primary source materials, formative

Canada. Fellowship in the college is extended by invitation only to

assessment, and hands-on training for

Gerald Gleeson II and

those experienced trial lawyers who have mastered the art of advocacy, and whose

classroom teachers. At K she majored

his wife Rosemarie at the

professional careers have been marked by the highest standards of ethical conduct,

in political science and studied abroad

professionalism, civility, and collegiality. Lawyers must have a minimum of 15 years

in Caen, France. She also played varsity

trial experience before they can be considered for fellowship. At Miller Canfield, Gerald

volleyball, basketball, and softball.

American College of Trial
Lawyers’ fellows induction
ceremony in London,
England

has tried nearly 200 jury trials to verdict. He earned his B.A. at K in history, and he
studied abroad in Caen, France.

2000
Lindsay Koriath married Brett McNeil

1993

on May 31, 2014. Pictured are (l-r): back

Erin Brownlee Dell completed her Ph.D. in education studies and cultural studies

row—Linda Butterfield ’88, Jessica

at the University of North Carolina-Greensboro in May of 2014. Her dissertation

(Scheidt) Jue ’00, Emily Van Strien ’00,

was titled “Disrupting the best of intentions. Towards becoming an anti-oppressive

Carrie (Snochowski) Reynolds ’00,

educator: locating and interrogating whiteness in teacher

Lindsay Koriath, Jody Weinmann ’01,

education programs.” She also completed a post-graduate

Sarah (Huckabay) Surrain ’01, Rachel

certificate in women and gender studies. Erin continues to

(Collins) Javellana ’00; front row—John

work at Guilford College as an associate academic dean.

M. Cunningham ’00, Brett McNeil, Aaron

1994

(Lipke) Surrain ’98, Eric Sindelar ’00
with son Atticus Sindelar. All are K grads

Class agent Deanne Bartkowiak used the occasion of her 20-

with the exception of Brett (University of

year class reunion to renew the vows of her 10-year marriage

Wisconsin-Madison) and Atticus.

to husband Seth Watkins. Pictured with Deanne (second from
left) are classmates (l-r) Wendy Bamberg, Amy (Schwaderer)
A 10-year during a 20-year!
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2007

Henthorn, and Jessica (Deretchin) Olson. Amy officiated the renewal ceremony. Jess

Liz Okey married Kim (Lofton) Okey on

was Jeanne’s matron of honor at the wedding 10 years ago. And so it was fitting that

August 31, 2014. Many K friends attended.

“at the vow renewal [Jess] walked me down the aisle,” wrote Deanne, “to the song

Pictured are (l-r): Bridgett Blough ’08,

‘At Last,’ which Seth played on his phone.” The phone rendition was a 10-years-later

Jeanne Hess, Liz (MacCormack) Kaselitz

reprise because the song was played at Deanne and Seth’s wedding. Why renew at the

’07, Tim Kaselitz ’07, Carrie VanDerZee

chapel? Deanne answered: “One, beautiful location; two, convenient during a reunion

’05, Kim (Lofton) Okey, Adam Troyer ’05,

to have friends present; three, during our K days Wendy and I used to joke around and

Liz Okey ’07, Anny Price ’05, Megan Erskine ’05, and Kelly Amrhein ’07.
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2008

2011

Jeff Crapko has joined the law firm Miller Canfield as an associate in the firm’s

Martha Cavazos was selected as one of 33 fellows to participate in Challenge Detroit,

litigation and dispute resolution group. He works at the Troy (Mich.) office. Jeff earned

an urban revitalization program focused on attracting and retaining talent in Detroit in

his J.D. from the University of Chicago Law School. At K he majored in political

an effort to spur revitalization. Challenge Detroit provides fellows the opportunity to

science, and he studied abroad in Nairobi, Kenya. Prior to joining Miller Canfield he

work at top regional companies, while spending one day a week collaborating with area

served as law clerk to the Hon. Robert H. Cleland on the U.S. District Court for the

non-profits to address regional challenges and opportunities, including multi-modal

Eastern District of Michigan, as well as law clerk to the Hon. Helene N. White on the

transportation, homelessness, and community development. At K Martha earned her

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. He is admitted to practice law in Michigan

degree in anthropology and sociology, and she studied abroad in Chiang Mai, Thailand.

and Illinois.

Mary Corcoran is a researcher and project manager at Upjohn Ancestry. She earned
her bachelor’s degree at K in English and studied abroad in Dublin, Ireland. She is
working on a master’s degree in archives and archival information from the University

Quinn Davis and Joshua Stoolman are happy to announce that they finally made

of Michigan.

it official and were married on August 30, 2014. They met their first day of college
in Dr. Zaide Pixley’s first-year seminar, “Visions of America: By Ear,” which made it
appropriate that Dr. Pixley officiate their wedding. Attending Hornets included (l-r):
Jeff Crapko

back row—Aaron Coleman ’09, Andy Girrell ’09, Erika Jost ’08, Ben Connor Barrie ’06,
Paul Clegg ’08, Erin Mette ’09, Nicholas Leonard ’08, Ben Houston ’06, Erin Milbeck
Wilcox ’08, Blayne (Milbeck) Gregory ’10, Levent Sipahi ’08, Monica Sidor ’11, Ryan
Gardner ’08, Oliver Olderog ’08, Chris Domenicali ’08, Zack Workman ’08, Gary
Gerlach ’08; fourth row—Dr. John Fink, M.A. Harrison ’08, Aubrey Parker ’08, Nick
Richie ’08, Kara Purcell ’08, Hillary Evans ’08, Lauren Trimble ’07, Davey Wayne ’08;
third row—Dr. Zaide Pixley, B.J. Cherup ’08, Lauren Lynch ’08, Abbie Davis ’08, Nora

2012
Dion Bullock works for the New York City Department of Education as a grant manager
in the STLE program (Strengthening Teacher and Leader Effectiveness). In many ways
it’s a dream job for a young man whose passion is to affect the educational outcomes
and leadership development of urban youth. Dion’s new job follows his participation
in City Year, during which he worked in the mayor’s office as well as in the New York
City Civic Corps. Dion earned his bachelor’s degree in human development and social
relations, and he studied abroad in Budapest, Hungary.

Seilheimer ’08, Kristen Jost ’10, Kyle Wilson ’08, Eric Beers ’08; second row—Kat Muir

Mirae Guenther is an instructor and lab coordinator at the Kalamazoo Nature Center’s

’08, Mithil Pandhi ’08, Monisha Berkowski ’08, Stephanie Ong ’08, Alexa Lindsay ’08,

Heronwood Field Station. Heronwood serves high school, undergraduate, and graduate

Amy Ong ’11, Julie Thomson ’11, Sam Weaver ’08; and front row—Quinn and Joshua!

students at work on a variety of ecology research projects. It also provides educational
workshops for school, teachers, and summer programs.
Hannah Reischl is a community health programs representative at UCLA Health
in Los Angeles. Her position is responsible for agency building and for educating
patients about health insurance options in public and private spheres. The position
includes event planning and community engagement. “I am a Certified Enrollment
Counselor with Covered California,” Hannah wrote, “an advocate for families with
mixed immigration status, and a one-on-one resource for adults and children regarding
Medi-Cal programs for U.S. residents and undocumented persons.” Hannah is fluent
in Spanish as well as English. At K she majored in anthropology and sociology, and she
studied abroad in Quito, Ecuador.
Katy Sly left her position as a youth and family advocate at Tubman (a Minneapolis
based community organization and domestic violence shelter). She is in the process of
applying to graduate schools to earn a master’s degree in public policy. She intends to
begin school in the fall. She recently spent six weeks in Ecuador, working on learning

56 LuxEsto Spring 2015

LuxEsto Spring 2015

57

ZooBits

Spanish (her third language) and teaching in a French-English program for refugees

Donald F. Simpson ’39 died on September 22, 2014. He earned his bachelor’s

from Colombia. After that she returned to Kalamazoo to find work until graduate

degree in political science at K, and moved to the Washington, D.C., area in 1942

school begins this fall.

after completing graduate school. He served in the federal government and was a

2014

former assistant secretary at the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare.

In Memory

Donald’s father, Milton, was a professor of English at K from 1919 to 1951.

Katherine Johnston is an intelligence analyst for Mackinac Partners, Department of
Homeland Security, Coast Guard Investigative Service. She graduated with a B.A. in

Virginia (Walton) Waters ’40 died on October 29, 2014. She was 96 years old.

psychology, and she studied abroad in Madrid, Spain.

She matriculated to K from Niles (Mich.) High School and earned her bachelor’s

2017

degree in sociology. She was a member of Alpha Sigma Delta, won the College essay
award her first year and, later, the Sociology Prize. At K she also met her husband,

Sophomore John Mark Wenger was a special guest conductor for the Kalamazoo

Spencer L. Waters. Their senior photos are adjacent in that year’s Boiling Pot, and the

Junior Symphony Orchestra’s “New Beginnings” concert in November. Wenger is

two were married in 1942. Virginia did graduate study at the University of Chicago

an alumnus of the KJSO and a conducting student of Associate Professor of Music

while Spencer served in the U.S. Navy. In her professional life Virginia served as

Andrew Koehler (Koehler also directs the Kalamazoo Philharmonia). The concert

a social worker in Benton Harbor and Kalamazoo and was later the owner and

was the first in the KJSO’s 76th season and John Mark’s debut as a conductor. He

president of E.A. Boehm Company, a picture framing supplies wholesaler in Saginaw,

conducted Beethoven’s Overture to Egmont, a play by Beethoven’s esteemed older

Michigan. After Virginia retired she volunteered for many good causes, including

colleague and the great man of German letters, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe.

serving as a reading tutor in the Saginaw Public Schools.

Faculty and Staff

Bob Wagner ’49 died on November 15, 2014. For 39 years he worked as a sports

Kalamazoo College Librarian Stacy Nowicki has been appointed by Michigan

reporter and editor for the Kalamazoo Gazette (a job he began in 1946, when he

Governor Rick Snyder to the Library of Michigan board of trustees. The 13-member

was student at Kalamazoo College). He was particularly noted (and praised) for his

board makes general policy and budgetary recommendations concerning the Library

coverage of tennis and hockey, and he is credited, in part, for the success of the USTA

of Michigan to the Michigan Department of Education. Stacy’s term will expire

Boys 18s and 16s National Championships in Kalamazoo. Bob grew up in Battle

October 1, 2017.

Creek, Michigan, and attended Alma College for a year prior to entering the U.S.
Army in 1943. He served in Europe, fought in the Battle of the Bulge, and worked
as a correspondent for the Stars and Stripes newspaper. After the war he returned to
college, this time at K, where he earned a bachelor’s degree in English. His interest
in writing about tennis and hockey continued after his retirement in 1985. He wrote
a book on the USTA Boys 18s and 16s National Championships titled The Nationals
and How They Grew in Kalamazoo.

Jean (Shivel) Dolbee ’51 died on December 5, 2014. She earned her bachelor’s
degree in biology. On August 23, 1950, she married her college sweetheart, Gordon
Dolbee ’50, to whom she was happily married for 63 years until his death in 2013.
From early childhood she developed a passion for the wonders of nature. Jean
identified birds by their calls and plants by their common and Latin names. At the
family cottage in Baldwin, Michigan, she enjoyed observing nature. This interest
extended into all aspects of her life. She served as a gardener and a member of the
Flower Guild at the First Baptist Church in Kalamazoo, and she was president of
the Kalamazoo Garden Club. She was a member of the Service Club of Kalamazoo,
a devoted homemaker, and a Cub Scout den mother. She enjoyed family trips to
National Parks, relishing her role as a “nature Grandma” to her grandchildren.
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Marian (Peet) Garlets ’54 died on Oct. 15, 2014. She came to Kalamazoo

Dale Spoor ’60 died on November 11, 2014. He was 87. He earned his bachelor’s

College (where she earned her degree in sociology) from Benton Harbor. She was a

degree at K in sociology, and he earned a Master of Divinity degree at Garrette

fine athlete, recruited to be a pitcher for the South Bend Blue Socks in the Women’s

Theological Seminary. He was ordained in the United Methodist Church, and he

Professional Baseball League during World War II. She was also an accomplished

served many churches. In 1974 he worked as an education coordinator and alcohol

golfer, who once beat a WPGA player in a local pro/amateur fundraising event.

and drug therapist at the National Council on Alcoholism in Lansing, Michigan.

In the early 1970s she moved to Pasco County, Florida, and there developed an

He retired from that post in 1993. Dale enjoyed oil painting, making models and

enthusiasm for paleontology. One of her greatest joys was sharing and inspiring

dioramas, writing stories, and keeping a record of his family history.

children with her meticulously catalogued collection of bones and stones. Often she
would take the collection to several of the area schools and give various elements of

Charles Hutchins ’64 died on October 3, 2014. He graduated from Coldwater

the collection to the children. She loved being outdoors and was an avid fisherman.

(Mich.) High School in 1959 and matriculated to K. His father died shortly after
Charles started K, and Charles took a job with Gillespie Funeral Home driving an

Curtis VanVoorhees ’57 died on January 26, 2014. He grew up in and around

ambulance to help pay for school. As a result of that experience he apprenticed and

Gobles, Michigan, and studied at Kalamazoo College and later graduated from

became a mortician and cosmetologist. He eventually earned his bachelor’s degree

Western Michigan University. He enjoyed a long career in education that included

from K in biology. After graduation he became advertising director and business

20 years at the University of Michigan. He was named Professor Emeritus of

manager for Tibbits Opera House in Coldwater, and he appeared as an actor in

Education in 1990. He was well traveled and taught for two years at a high school

several plays. He began a long teaching career with a job at Roosevelt Junior High

in Japan. Other trips took him to Thailand, China, Europe, Australia, and South

School in Coldwater. After a short time there he took a job teaching science at

Africa. He enjoyed fishing, woodworking, playing the piano, dancing, reading and

Harper Creek Junior High School and competed his teaching certification and a

writing, and spending time with family and friends.

master’s degree in teaching science. After a decade at Harper Creek Junior High,

Nancy (Cummings) Labb ’58 died September 9, 2014. She was an accomplished

Charles moved to the high school where he taught physical science, biology, physics,
and math. He spent 36 years in the Harper Creek system and 38 years in public

dancer and taught acrobatic dancing during her high school and college years.

education. He also advocated for adult education and convinced many acquaintances

Nancy earned her bachelor’s degree in political science. She then moved to Chicago,

to finish high school through night classes, including those that he taught.

where she was a social worker for the Cook County Department of Public Aid from
1958 to 1961. During this time, Nancy also was an assistant program director at the

Colleen (Yoder) Henry ’67 died on October 10, 2014, after a nine-year struggle

YMCA Hotel and a volunteer resident at the original Hull House. At the Department

with multiple system atrophy. At K she earned her bachelor’s degree in English and

of Public Aid, Nancy met William Labb, a fellow social worker. On September 21,

studied abroad in Caen, France. She earned a master’s degree in religious education

1960, Nancy and Bill were married in Chicago. They welcomed the birth of their

from the Chicago Theological Seminary, where she met and married her husband,

first child, Rebecca (class of 1983), in 1961, and their second child, Deborah, in

the Rev. Tom Henry, pastor emeritus of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ. They

1962. In 1965, they moved with their growing family to South Shore Gardens (Ill.),

were married for 45 years at the time of her death. Colleen was an active church and

and daughter Amy was born that year. Nancy was very involved in civic activities,

community leader; she was the first president of the local school council at Lincoln

founding and chairing PRIDE, an intra-community organization that conducted a

Park High School and wrote a history of the school. Last year St. Paul’s and Lincoln

yearly interfaith musicale and art fair. In 1972, the family moved to Park Forest (Ill.),

Park High School joined in founding the Colleen Henry Writing Center to help

where Catherine was born (1974). As Nancy and Bill raised their daughters, Nancy

students develop the writing skills needed for going to college and living life. Colleen

continued to be involved in civic affairs. She served as a graduate research associate

began the organization of the historically significant archives of the 171-year-old

for the South Suburban Chamber of Commerce as she earned a master’s degree in

St. Paul’s. She was also active in the church’s renowned music program where her

public administration from Governors State University. Nancy and Bill divorced

nickname was “choir mother.” She was known for her hospitality in welcoming new

in 1984. Although their marriage ended, they were best friends for 56 years. From

members and watching out for those who were missing. She is survived by Tom and

1983 to 1996 Nancy was a taxpayer service representative for the Internal Revenue

their two children and two grandchildren.

Service. From 2001 to 2004 she was a part-time advocate and counselor for Progress
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Center for Independent Living. She also was an active member of the Park Forest

R. Moses Thompson ‘70 died on July 22, 2014. At K he earned his bachelor’s

Senior Citizens Advisory Commission.

degree in English, and he attended the Harvard Divinity School after graduation. He
loved music, and he loved outdoor adventure. He was a gifted photographer. Moses
studied abroad in Nairobi, Kenya, and that experience was deeply important to him,
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the beginning of a lifelong love and respect for the continent and its people. His love
of Africa, humankind, and travel and his generosity of spirit characterized his life
and work. He was the founder of R. Moses Thompson International, an organization
dedicated to ensuring that strategies, programs, and projects were efficacious for
people. Toward this end he served as a consultant to many governments and a
variety of non-governmental organizations. He donated time and services to support
the Cheetah Conservation Fund, Ilha de Mocambique, and the Global Oceans
Alliance. He served as a director for the Cheetah Conservation Fund-Namibia, for
the Smithsonian’s Conservation & Research Center Foundation, for the JSMHA (a
Northern Virginia Cultural Heritage Area), and for the U.S. President’s Committee
for the Arts & the Humanities-Children at Risk Task Force, and for the Advisory
Board for the Chamber of Commerce’s U.S. Russian Institutes of Technology. In a
moving eulogy about his friend and classmate, Paul Shapiro ’70 wrote “For Moses,
life was a continuous adventure, and those that chose to jump on his train became
his family.”

Kristi Fry ’72 died on November 7, 2014. She was raised in Madison and Verona
(Wis.) and matriculated to K from Verona High School in 1968. She earned her
bachelor’s degree in French language and literature, studied abroad in Caen,
France, and was an All-Conference member of the women’s field hockey team. After
graduation she worked for Cuna Mutual Group (Madison, Wis.) until her admission
to the University of Wisconsin Law School. There, she edited the law review and
graduated (1982) with the Order of the Coif. She had her first job as an attorney in
Delavan (Wis.) but eventually settled in Fond du Lac where she worked at several
firms and businesses before opening her own law office.

Steven D. Adams ’76 died on December 1, 2014. At K he earned his bachelor’s
degree in economics and business, and he studied abroad in Hannover, Germany. He
also was a fine Hornet football player and wrestler who won the Opie Davis Award
in 1976 as most outstanding athlete. After graduation he earned his law degree from
Wayne State University Law School, where he served on the school’s Law Review.
He practiced tax, construction, and corporate law. He founded Stellar Building and
Development in Hazel Park (Mich.) and ran it with his three brothers for more than
25 years. Steven gave of his time, money, and spirit, providing many hours of pro
bono legal services, youth coaching, and mentoring. He was the first in his family
to attend Kalamazoo College, starting a proud tradition that his extended family
carried on with Derek Adams ’97, Rebecca Adams ’03, Matthew Kaiser ’04, Meghan
Adams ’07, Jessica (Adams) Baranowski ’09, and Adam Baranowski ’09.

Wallis Hines, Ph.D., died on October 31, 2014. He served as director of
laboratories at Kalamazoo College from 1988 to 2003. During his 65-year working
life he worked in the chemical and pharmaceutical industries and taught chemistry
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at several colleges. He was a 67-year member of the American Chemical Society. He
earned his Ph.D. in organic chemistry from Louisiana State University.

LuxEsto Spring 2015

D

Lucinda
Rodger &
Me…
at 200
“Together”*
by Gail Griffin, professor emerita of English
(September 14, 2014)

in Iceland

*(about 40 years apart)
by David Hammond ’73

That Salvation Army building still stands today. I walked

One reason I chose to attend

by it several times when I visited Reykjavik a few months ago.
Remembering that my friend Rodger had spent some time in

Kalamazoo College

Iceland about 40 years ago, I tried to imagine what it must have

was because I thought it might give me a chance to do foreign study
in Africa. At that time, it seemed important for me to be challenged

Cheese shark

been like in those days. My main focus was not to learn the
language, however, but to explore Icelandic food.

by immersion in a culture that was radically different than that of my
own suburban Chicagoland home.

Whale meat

The first food I sought out in Reykjavik was hakarl, or “cheese
shark,” which is shark that’s been buried in the ground for several

As it turned out, foreign study czars and professors Richard
Stavig and Joseph Fugate concluded after one interview with me that

Harbor scene in Reykjavik

months. Underground, bacteria neutralize certain harmful toxins

I was not right for the Africa program. They were likely right: I knew

in the shark. The shark flesh then “cures” to firmness. After it’s

very little about Africa, and my quest to join this relatively elite group

dug up, the shark is air-dried and eaten. It does, indeed, smell like

seems, in retrospect, almost disrespectfully frivolous. I ended up

a blue cheese, which understandably repulses many. The smell is

going to Strasbourg, France, and that turned out just fine.

worse than the taste. Although I would not place hakarl among my
favorite foods, I had several helpings.

Rodger Friedman, an English major like me in the class of 1973,

“I was not—and am not—a very adventurous eater,” Rodger

had a similar motivation for wanting to go to Iceland. As he recently
explained to me via email, “Iceland seemed the most remote place

tells me. “We were aware of hakarl, but for all the stories I’d

that I could go. The Iceland of my imagination carried a sense of

heard about it, I never encountered it. In

exceeding the periphery.”

the absence of any real experience with it, I

Beneath the Hicks Center
portrait of Lucinda Hinsdale

pictured it as the image of culinary disgust.” Stone stand other leading lights

Rodger and I took a Chaucer class at K in the early ’70s. In that

Visiting restaurants in Reykjavik, I

class, we read mostly Middle English but we started with Old English,

of the College (l-r): Marquise
Griffin ’15, Jane Huffman ’15,

and the latter made a deep impression on Rodger.

Andrea Johnson ’15, Professor

“Reading used to be an exciting sort of exploration for me,”

Emerita of English Gail

Rodger explained. “I liked Ezra Pound’s translation of an Old English

Griffin, Anna Gough ’15, and

poem called ‘The Seafarer,’ so I found a copy of the original text in an
Rodger Friedman ’73 (right) and David Stone

anthology in the College library. I devoured that anthology—it had

’71 enjoy a walk north of Reykjavik, Iceland,

the original texts with prose translations on facing pages. With the

during study abroad in the early 1970s.

aid of those translations, I found that Old English was a language I

Grace Manger ’15.

could almost…almost…understand. I studied the alliterative rhyme
schemes, the notes on scansion, and I immersed myself in that grim
world of short words made of hard consonants.”
Wanting to learn the language and, perhaps, translate some
Old Icelandic poetry into English, Rodger traveled to Iceland,
accompanied by K students David Stone ’71 and Bruce Morgan ’71.
“The College had no mechanism for sending me there,” Rodger
recalls. “Even closing my eyes now and trying to remember, I can’t
tell you exactly how we went about planning and preparing. I had an
idea, hawked it, got approval, and that was that.
“I stayed at the Salvation Army mission in Reykjavik, which was
the cheapest place. It was, in fact, where the Icelandic social welfare
system housed its incurable drunks and social misfits, as well as
transients and foreign workers at the very bottom of the Icelandic
economy. But don’t picture squalor; there is none in Iceland. It was
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clean, warm, and simple.”
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found that the Icelandic people eat miniature ponies as well—

thought we wanted to do that. We spent some time slicing

it’s listed on menus as “foal.” They also eat whale and puffin,

them live from the shell and preparing them. We may have

which might cause American citizens to recoil. But what’s

even acquired lemons for the occasion. The scallops were just

considered good food in one place may well be considered

extraordinarily good, fresh, abundant…and free!”

inedible in another.

Rodger worked in a cod factory and he remembers that,

primary value of foreign study for me and likely for many

“At the factory we basically packaged cod, but every so often

others at Kalamazoo College, past and present. Living in

another catch would come in, and the entire plant would

another country, you learn that what you take for granted

switch over from cod to whatever type of seafood was in

as, for instance, “food,” is not what people in other parts of

season. There was a week in November when scallops came in

the world would accept, and vice versa. Challenging your

Gail Griffin,
professordetermined.
emerita of English
by the boatload.byTaste
is culturally
The Icelanders
think of scallops the way I was thinking
hakarl. Blecch!
(Septemberabout
14, 2014)

Office of College Communication
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culturally-sanctioned notions is an invaluable experience.
Aside from what foreign study can teach students about

They would haul them in, package them, and export them,

other cultures—in Asia, Europe, South America, or Africa—

but they’d never think of eating them. They didn’t even like to

one of the greatest educational values of foreign study is what

handle them.

it teaches students about their own culture, their values, and

“So it was with a total lack of comprehension that

We do more in four years so students can do more in a lifetime.®

The story of Rodger and the scallops underscores one

themselves.

Gudmunder Gudmundsson, our foreman, relented to the group
of foreign workers at his desk, saying we could take as many

Five-and-a-Half Million
SIP Steps

bushels of scallops as we wished and eat them if we really

Margaux Reckard ’13 (left) and
Emily Sklar ’15 summit Katahdin
after 144 days, 2,100-plus miles,
14 states, 10 worn-out pair of
hiking shoes (between them),
and an estimated 5,462,500
steps on the Appalachian Trial.
The end of something? Hardly.
At the time of this photo, the
consolidation and writing of
Emily’s Senior Individualized
Project was just beginning.

D LuxEsto Spring 2015

Story on page 12.
Street scene in Reykjavik

