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Among the first words of this, my penultimate letter to you—dear friends, colleagues, 

and fellow liberal arts learners—will be, simply, these two: THANK YOU! 

It has been an honor to serve as president of Kalamazoo College this past decade. It 

has been hard work. And it has been fun. And the only thing that allows hard work and 

fun to thrive simultaneously and seamlessly is collaboration with outstanding people: 

students, faculty, staff, friends of the College, donors, alumni, parents of students and 

parents of alumni. Thank you, all. 

And thank you in particular for your role in closing the most successful fundraising 

campaign in the institution’s history. Completed last June, The Campaign for Kalamazoo 

College raised more than $129 million for student scholarships, faculty support and 

capital improvements. These funds are already having an impact on the Kalamazoo 

College liberal arts education.

For example, the $19.5 million you gave for scholarships will help keep the College 

accessible to highly talented students, regardless of their economic backgrounds.

Because of you, seven faculty chairs are newly endowed (freeing significant funds to 

support operations and program expenses and improve faculty and staff compensation), 

and more than $7.5 million is available for faculty development. 

Your generosity provides $32 million toward experiential opportunities and 

leadership development and $27 million toward the completion of the Hicks Center, 

athletic fields complex, the Arcus Center for Social Justice Leadership building as well as 

renovations of the Fitness and Wellness Center and the natatorium.

Because of you, the College has 35 new endowed scholarships and 27 new funds to 

support Senior Individualized Project research and experiential learning. [See page 4 for 

a snapshot of the impact of this campaign].

The K-Plan is not just alive and well, it is stronger than ever, reinvigorated, and 

with each of its components more closely integrated, allowing for a powerful, more 

self-reflective learning experience. And with more than $57 million raised for the 

endowment, K will benefit from your generosity for many years to come. 

Arguably, the most important element of the campaign is symbolic. Its success affirms 

the value alumni and donors place on the liberal arts and the kind of education we offer 

at K. Your participation is the stand that YOU made FOR the liberal arts. As I near my 

retirement this coming June I’m often asked about the future of the liberal arts. I think 

that future is bright. No other approach to learning so ably develops the ability to think 

critically and to innovate, to foresee and shape questions—and then find answers—

germane to matters that have yet to confront humankind.

The work (and delight) of finding ideas from one area and connecting them to 

another is a key outcome of a liberal arts education. Rob Dunn ’97 [see story page 10] 

articulates this when he describes an “ethos” at K wherein true learning and authentic 
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A little more than a 

decade ago Eileen B. 

Wilson-Oyelaran became 

the 17th president of 

Kalamazoo College. 

The achievements of 

her presidency are 

extraordinary, and 

because of them K stands 

ready to thrive in the 21st 

century. See “Worthy 

Questions” on page 16.
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understanding come from the application of an idea to as many fields as possible. 

Unfortunately we live at a time in which the liberal arts must be defended. We 

must show with our own stories the efficacy of the liberal arts not only in support of 

meaningful work but also in support of exploration for the sake of exploration. Both 

journeys can manifest in occasional changes-of-course in one’s life. The story about Kate 

Hartley ’74 is an example (see page 30). Her liberal arts education provided the depth 

and resources to support her service to humankind in three distinct ways—as a social 

worker, a museum travel program manager and a national park ranger. And the seeds 

of a lifelong international education were planted in her at Kalamazoo College. Her 

undergraduate work in Germany and England proved a wellspring for later travel and 

study in Italy, China and the Caribbean.  

As a result of the campaign our very campus is more in tune with the liberal arts for 

which we stand. There is greater breadth in terms of who is here, of the work that we do 

here and what we study here. This issue’s stories about Jewish Studies and Paul ’80 and 

Emily ’17 Levy [pages 24 and 26, respectively] celebrate the campus’s evolution into a 

microcosm of the ethnic and cultural diversity of the world. Of course, like the world it 

reflects, our campus experiences conflict and  occasional struggle as it re-creates itself as 

a more equitable and inclusive community. This re-creation requires rigorous cultivation 

and tending, AND it renders K a much richer liberal arts learning environment, a much 

more exciting and challenging place to learn. And K’s progressive mission has never 

wavered. To create a society that works—which is a society that works for all—requires 

the breadth of a living, healthy, ever evolving liberal arts education. 

I shall end this letter as it started—with a thank you. The Campaign for Kalamazoo 

College was built on the foundation that has supported this institution for nearly 

200 years—a strong commitment to the liberal arts. We sought to elevate the level 

of excellence across campus—among the faculty, within the student body and the 

curriculum, and across our campus facilities. We sought to expand the powerful and 

lasting effect of a Kalamazoo College education. This campaign’s success is an affirmation 

of the liberal arts and the way we teach at K. Seventeen thousand alumni, parents and 

friends gave Kalamazoo College a vote of confidence. You make a difference. K makes a 

difference. The liberal arts make a difference. Thank you!

Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran, President

Presiden’t Letter — continued from inside cover
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D E A R  E D I T O R :

Mark Twain wrote to the London correspondent 

of the New York Journal after he had announced 

that Twain was deceased, “The report of my death 

was an exaggeration.” In this case however I 

understand that an alumna of Kalamazoo College, 

Judy Brenneman ’63, had indeed died. I offer my 

condolences to her family. In error some thought it 

was my death because of the name similarity.

Some may remember me as the spouse of 

David W. Breneman, the president of Kalamazoo 

College from 1983 to 1989. I was also director of 

the College Singers and director of the Kalamazoo 

Bach Festival. Dr. Breneman and I were divorced 

in 1992, and I returned to live in Washington, 

D.C., serving as director of music and organist at 

St. Columba’s Episcopal Church. I also returned 

to my maiden name, Judith D. Dodge. I retired in 

2009 and was made music director emerita in 2014. 

In 2004 I received an honorary Doctor of Humane 

Letters from Virginia Seminary. I continue to have 

music in my life, conducting periodically and 

singing regularly with the Choral Arts Society of 

Washington. Because I have Parkinson’s disease I 

rarely perform publicly on a keyboard instrument.

The memories of my 

time at Kalamazoo College 

are indeed rich and deep. I 

developed a great fondness 

for both the place and its 

people. I thank all those 

who profoundly affected 

me during my years on 

the campus, helping to 

create those wonderful 

memories.

Judith C. Dodge

f/k/a Judith Dodge Breneman

D E A R  E D I T O R :

It was a shock to learn of Dr. Stavig’s passing (see obituary 

on page 44), coincidentally on the day after my own 76th 

birthday. I was part of that first group of pioneer Light 

Scholars escorted to Europe by the young, untenured assistant 

professor who had been my freshman-year English teacher. I 

didn’t travel on the Arosa Star. Because of a lack of space on 

that ship I was one of a small delegation sent about a week 

earlier on the newly refurbished (and much larger!) Greek 

Line ship Arkadia, which also departed from Montreal.

Along with [Professor of Chemistry] Kurt Kaufman, Dick 

Stavig remained throughout my life one of my most favorite 

mentors at Kalamazoo College. Professors Kaufman and 

Stavig were the two strongest influences on my own 35-

year teaching career at (the very similar) Juniata College. I 

sincerely hope some fitting, enduring tribute to him will be 

established at K, even though he would surely have objected.

Four years later, by the way, in 1961–62, I was privileged 

to embark on a Fulbright Fellowship (again at Bonn), and was 

more than delighted to be able to renew our acquaintance in 

that city, where Dr. Stavig was also on sabbatical. I last met 

with Dr. Stavig over lunch in Kalamazoo several years ago, 

where we discussed at length the disposition of paintings by 

Günther Spaltmann, who that first summer had also become a 

dear friend for life.

I could easily compose pages detailing how 

that first experience ended up influencing my 

life (including, for example, my establishment 

over 30 years ago of a foreign-student exchange 

program at Juniata, which gradually blossomed 

into a major aspect of the College’s curriculum). 

Suffice it to say that I’m sure I am far from the 

only one who will be overcome by emotion at this 

news. He was a wonderful human being and an 

impactful teacher. 

William E. Russey ’61
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D E A R  E D I T O R :

I read the news about K’s test 

optional admission with great 

excitement. I teach in the 

International Baccalaureate 

(IB), a program whose rigorous 

curriculum is taught through 

authentic assessment, experiential 

learning, global-mindedness and 

critical thinking. While these bright 

young people consistently do well 

on standardized tests, I am often 

frustrated by the lack of alignment 

between such tests (so critical for 

admission) and the breadth and 

depth of that which these students 

authentically know. It makes me 

proud that K is one of the first to 

support what educators know: 

Learning demonstration must go 

beyond a standardized test. 

The College’s decision to be bold 

reminds me why it was the right 

choice for me many years ago, and 

why it remains a school I promote 

to my highly motivated, critical 

thinking and globally minded 

students. Perhaps this decision 

will be a reason why they and their 

families take a second look at all 

K has to offer and why it is such a 

natural fit after the IB. I commend 

your efforts to remain relevant and a 

pioneer in undergraduate education, 

and I am proud to be a Hornet. 

Sarah Clancy ’05
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“Your gifts have elevated K’s level of excellence—

within the student body, among faculty and across 

campus facilities.”
- Don Parfet,  

Campaign Co-Chair

“Through
this campaign, K is 

more prepared than 

ever to put forth 

more confident, 

compassionate, 

conscientious leaders 

into a world that needs 

them so desperately.”

 - Jon Stryker ’82,  
Honorary Campaign Chair

“It’s exciting 

to see the immediate 

outcomes of 

this campaign—

transformed spaces, 

growing diversity and 

improved curricular 

and co-curricular 

opportunities—all 

enriching the K 

experience.”

- Ronda Stryker,  
Campaign Co-Chair

“This campaign 
is an affirmation of the 

liberal arts undergraduate 

experience at Kalamazoo 

College. You make a 

difference. K makes a 

difference. The liberal 

arts make a difference. 

Thank you.”

- Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran, 
President
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Most people, once they find their comfort zone, tend to stay within its confines. 

Not Allia Howard ’17. Soon after she established her comfort zone as a first-year 

student, she deliberately ventured from it. It is a pattern she intends to repeat. 

When Allia first arrived at Kalamazoo College in the fall of 2013, she, like 

many first-year students, found herself a bit overwhelmed. At Flint’s Carman-

Ainsworth High School she had been the valedictorian, but, “high school was a 

breeze for me,” she admits. “I’d taken some advanced placement classes but most 

of the others came pretty easy for me.” 

K, she soon realized, “was much harder, with so much writing and really 

intense reading.”  

Adding to her discomfort was that fact that she was 

sometimes the only African-American in her class.  

But as her first year progressed, “I found my voice and 

became more comfortable.” She also found success on K’s 

lacrosse team and enjoyed its camaraderie.

And yet, before her first year was even finished, she 

decided she would spend the fall of her sophomore year in 

Philadelphia. Once there she would serve as an intern for an 

organization called LIFT, as part of a program offered by the 

Philadelphia Center. 

Allia’s reason for spending that semester off campus? 

“I felt like I needed to get out of my comfort zone. And I 

thought it would help me prepare for my foreign study in 

Rome the following year.” 

The Philadelphia Center offers undergraduate students the opportunity 

to learn through what it calls ‘experiential education.’ That is accomplished 

by helping students secure internships at one of scores of non-profits and 

businesses in the area, which range from arts, business, and communications to 

education, law, government and social services.

Allia chose to serve with LIFT, a non-profit that provides one-on-one service, 

support and information for persons in 

need. Anyone can seek help, but the reality 

is that almost everyone coming through its 

door is impoverished.  

“LIFT trained me to be an advocate so 

I could assist people with employment, 

education, housing, public benefits and 

taxes. It was a lot like being a social worker.” 

Her efforts involved a convergence of the 

number four: she worked four days a week 

(Tuesdays through Fridays) for 

four months, meeting with four 

people each day. 

Although she’d grown up in 

Flint and had witnessed poverty, 

“What I saw in Philadelphia was 

worse. The nature of my work 

was such that I was able to gain 

a deeper understanding of what 

clients were going through.  

So many people need help. It  

was eye-opening…and  

heart-breaking.

“Finding jobs for people was really hard. 

And filling out benefit applications was 

difficult, too. They were so detailed. People 

were expected to list the Social Security 

numbers of everyone they lived with, but 

sometimes they didn’t know those numbers. 

And they had to provide information about 

Allia Howard on the lacrosse field

“She is one of 

our leaders. 

When Allia was 

injured and she 

had to stay on 

the sideline, she 

was almost like 

an assistant coach.”

Leaving
Comfort Behind
B Y  R A N D A L L  S C H A U

Allia joins her 
family at her 

brother Javier’s 
graduation from 

Michigan State 
University
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their income, which could be a challenge because some of the money they received was 

off the books.”  

One woman Allia helped had a physical disability. The Social Security she received 

wasn’t enough to cover the bills. “She was detached from her family, and her health care 

provider was more of a problem than a help. It was just a sad situation. There were times 

there just weren’t resources to help a person.” 

Another client suffered from a bipolar disorder and had dramatic mood swings. “She 

wasn’t always on her medication, and she may have lacked the insurance to get it.” 

One interesting client was a man who’d come from Nigeria, where he’d played soccer 

for the national team. He then played collegiate soccer in the U.S. but hadn’t been able 

to find a job. “I enjoyed working with him, trying to help him find employment. I could 

relate to him since he was an athlete, too.” 

Going to Philadelphia and being part of the Center’s experience has long been popular 

with K students. Also traveling to the City of Brotherly Love in the fall of 2014 (although 

interning at different sites) were fellow sophomore Marian Strauss and juniors Michelle 

Escobar, Joana Garcia, Elizabeth Lenning and Mindze Mbabla-Nkanga, none of 

whom Allia really knew before arriving in Philadelphia. 

On Mondays, all of the interns participated in one of a number of gatherings called 

‘City Seminars.’ Allia’s sessions, titled ‘Inside Out,’ involved the coming together of 15 

interns and 15 inmates of a medium security detention center. 

“We would talk about incarceration issues, like the purpose of prisons and the 

problem of recidivism. It was fascinating to hear their stories. So many of them were so 

smart and kind. We treated them as equals. I really looked forward to seeing them each 

week. I learned not to judge a book by its cover.

“The detention center was a really horrible place. It was over-crowded and had rats 

and mice. They didn’t have enough beds, so some men slept in plastic ‘boats’ on the 

floor. Drugs got smuggled in, so that was a problem. Some of the guards used degrading 

language and just treated the men like animals. It was sad.” 

Yet Allia enjoyed her time in Philadelphia. She lived with two other interns in an 

apartment the Center had helped her locate. Alone or with others, she enjoyed exploring 

the city. “It is so full of museums and history. And right across the street from where I 

lived was a really great barbeque restaurant!” 

Her experience in Philadelphia, for which Allia received a semester’s worth of class 

credits, convinced her to reconsider her occupational goal. 

“During my freshman year I took a seminar titled ‘Immigrants, Refugees and Justice.’ 

That made me want to go into international or corporate law. Now I’m thinking I’d rather 

     Allia Howard on campus

deal with civil rights or public interest issues. But I’m definitely going to law school.”

If she does pursue postgraduate education, she’ll be following in the footsteps of her 

brother, Javier. He graduated from Michigan State University and is now at University of 

Cincinnati Medical School. “He’s my role model,” she admits. 

Her parents have also obviously had an impact on Allia. Her father works at General 

Motors; her mother is a pharmacist. “They came to visit me while I was in Philadelphia. 

That was really nice.” 

Her success in high school required overcoming a less than positive environment. 

“My school has about 1,600 students but only about half of the freshmen graduate. 

It is really diverse. There were times that I got a little crap from some of the other kids 

about studying so hard.

“When I came to K there were situations where almost everyone 

else was Caucasian. But I’d been in that situation before, like when I 

was a life guard and when I was on the swim team.”

Sports have always been important to Allia. She’d played softball 

in middle school and was a competitive swimmer from an early 

age. But she might not have come to K were it not for her skills 

in lacrosse, which she began, at the urging of some older friends, 

during her freshman year in high school. 

“My passion and aggressiveness have always worked well with 

the sport. And I enjoy the team aspect of it.”

She became good enough that she came to the attention of Emilia 

Ward, K’s former lacrosse coach. The 2013-14 academic year was the 

first year that women’s lacrosse was a varsity sport at K, and Ward made Allia her very 

first recruiting target. 

“She is a phenomenal kid,” says Ward. “She just lights up a room. She’s really energetic 

and works so hard, especially in the weight room. She is one of our leaders. When Allia 

was injured and she had to stay on the sideline, she was almost like an assistant coach.” 

Allia is quick to acknowledge that the caliber of lacrosse players is much better than 

what she faced in high school. “They’re bigger, faster and stronger.”

They’re also more dangerous. During a practice Allia was hit in the mouth with a fast-

moving ball. Her mouth guard prevented any damage to her teeth but the impact  

left her with a concussion. She also tweaked a knee during her second season, causing 

her to miss a few games. 

Having completed her sophomore season as a varsity athlete, Allia has learned how to 

balance academics and athletics; she’s done it so well that she’s made the dean’s list.  

“Playing lacrosse creates some 

real time constraints, but it makes me 

more disciplined. I know I don’t have 

much extra time so I really use the 

time I do have.”

Lacrosse is hardly Allia’s only 

extracurricular activity. She works at 

the Center for International Programs, 

is one of the President’s Student 

Ambassadors, and is active with the 

Black Student Organization. 

 “Sometimes things get 

a little overwhelming. But 

a cup of hot tea and some 

music help.”

What also helps are the 

friends she’s made on the 

lacrosse team. “It’s like a big 

family. They’re like, well, 

maybe not like sisters, but 

certainly like close cousins. I 

really missed them when I was 

in Philadelphia.” 

She’s presumably missing them when 

she’s in Rome, as well, but that just 

provides another opportunity for Allia to 

find yet another comfort zone. 

“My passion and 

aggressiveness 

have always 

worked well 

with the sport. 

And I enjoy the 

team aspect  

of it.”
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Poet Robert Frost wrote about 

one road not taken; scientist (and 

poet) Rob Dunn ’97 has written 

about millions. 

“It is easy to get distracted in science, to 

wander along the millions of roads not yet 

taken,” according to the associate professor 

of biological sciences at North Carolina 

State University. And though he hasn’t 

wandered down quite that many roads, 

his indefatigable curiosity has led him to 

pursue a dizzying number of them, taking 

him to every continent north of Antarctica. 

From leaf-cutter ants, giant bats, and 

yeast in wine, to honeyguide birds and the 

bacteria found in the human appendix, Rob 

has made a career of trying to understand 

the natural world. 

The world Rob sees is different from 

that seen by most people. In a coffeehouse 

in Raleigh, seemingly occupied only by a 

dozen people, he extends his arm and says, 

“Just in this room there are probably 40,000 

different species of life.”

If there is one type of creature about 

which Rob is most learned, it is the ant. There 

are about 15,000 known species, one of which— 

Camponotus dunni—bears his name because he 

discovered it. For Rob a subject as small as an ant 

telescopes (and microscopes) onto countless  

other subjects, like the anti-fungal bacteria that  

live on ants, and the mites ants carry, and the birds that follow the ants when they’re  

on the move.  

Stand outside on a clear dark night, extend your arm skyward and gaze at an ant on 

the tip of your finger. That ant will appear bigger than the star Aldebaran, a red giant 44 

times as large as our solar system’s sun. Likewise, in Rob’s world what’s small or large is a 

matter of perspective. And the distance from earth to Aldebaran (65 million light years) is 

a rough measure of the breadth of his interests. 

For example, Rob is fascinated by evolution, such as the beetle that has evolved to 

look just like an ant so that it can safely live among them. Or the honeyguide bird, which 

has evolved the cleverness necessary to learn that if it leads people to beehives, the people 

will open up the hives in a way that allows the bird to share in the harvest of the honey. 

What has really captured Rob’s attention, though, is biology’s bigger picture, made up 

of countless interconnections between living things, which he calls ‘community ecology.’

“When I was younger,” he says, “I thought science was all about figuring out new 

things, like how the egg of a bird works, or what pollinates certain plants. But it is also 

about discovering the central ideas that unite all the small pieces, like seeing how species 

interact with each other. I like to find ideas from one area and connect them to another. 

That’s my favorite thing to do.” No wonder he loves the liberal arts.

Yet another field that Rob has studied is the history of science, the stories of the men 

and women who have helped build our body of knowledge. Some of their tales have 

been included in the three books Rob has written. Their lengthy titles convey an idea 

of their breadth. The first, in 2009, was Every Living Thing—

Man’s Obsessive Quest to Catalog Life, from Nanobacteria to New 

Monkeys. Two years later came The Wild Life of Our Bodies—

Predators, Parasites and Partners. Released this year (and landing 

him an interview on NPR’s Science Friday with Ira Flatow) was 

The Man Who Touched His Own Heart: True Tales of Science, 

Surgery, and Mystery.

Although Rob’s interests, intellect and curiosity make him 

a perfect fit for a scientist, that is not the career he intended to 

pursue when he first arrived at Kalamazoo College. Despite 

growing up in Howell, Michigan, with a veritable menagerie of turtles, insects, birds, and 

plants in his basement, Rob had himself pegged as a future economist.  

Once at K it didn’t take long for him to realize economics was not his passion. When 

he wasn’t sleeping through his first semester economics class, he was looking out the 

windows and wishing he were outdoors. 

Soon after, he took an introductory biology class and read The Blind Watchmaker. “The 

class and book together gave me an idea of what scientists actually do.”

So, too, did visiting the offices of Professors Paul Olexia and Paul Sotherland. “Their 

offices always seemed to be full of cool biological stuff. It was hard to tell if the chaos was 

an intentional prompt for engagement or just a mess; the two look pretty similar.”  

When he decided to drop economics and become a biologist, his parents were “super-

supportive. My change of mind came as a surprise to me, but not to them. I think I hadn’t 

been very honest with myself about who I was. What K did was reawaken the possibility 

of my childhood dreams.”

At some point Rob learned that 

another biology professor, Dave Evans, 

was going on sabbatical. “Paul Olexia 

gave me a key to Evans’ lab to do an 

experiment with spiders.” 

The spider experiment didn’t end 

well, but for the best of reasons. “I met a 

woman, and the spiders died of neglect,” 

Rob wrote years later. 

The woman was Monica Sanchez, also 

class of ’97. She became an anthropologist 

(and, eventually, Rob’s wife), with a 

specialty of studying cultural barriers 

to health care. Monica has played a 

huge role in Rob’s life, both personally 

and professionally. “She is amazing,” he 

says. “Between the two of us, she’s the 

responsible one. In the weird world of 

scientists, she keeps me grounded  

and whole.”

The College helped, too. “At K there 

was a culture of treating people as 

professionals. Even when I became a 

biology major I was still taken seriously 

when I took an art class. That gave me 

confidence to think I could do things. 

K cultivated our interest in everything. 

It made both Monica and me appreciate 

that you couldn’t understand anything 

without considering all the perspectives. 

That’s why it is deep in our ethos that 

nothing makes sense unless you apply 

something to as many fields as possible.” 

During the past 20 years Rob and 

Monica have traveled the world in search 

of discoveries, insights and whatever it 

is that is to be found on the other side 

of the hill. Sometimes, especially in the 

early years, their destinations involved 

The Ant on 
Aldebaran
B Y  R A N D A L L  S C H A U

“Just in 

this room there 

are probably 

40,000 

different 

species of life.”

Nearly 20 years—and 

less hair—after their SIP 

work in Ecuador (see back 

page of this issue) Monica 

(Sanchez) Dunn ’97 and 

Rob Dunn ’97  

 continue field work 

in Croatia
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“Karl Bates ’83 is a professor at Duke 

and is in my book club. Jessie Allen ’07 

was a technician in my lab a while back.” 

Much of Rob’s time is spent in 

research. In recent years that has 

included studies of the microfauna (such 

as microbes and mites) that live on and 

in our skin. Rob calls microbes “our first 

line of defense.”

Being known as an expert in that 

field comes at a cost. “I receive tons of 

pictures of skin rashes. And I get at least 

one phone call a week from someone who 

claims he is being taken over by mites. 

There are people who have a real phobia 

about them. It’s even got a name— 

delusionary parasitosis.”  

His interest in ants and termites also 

generates countless inquiries, albeit 

mostly about extermination. “I don’t 

know how to kill ants,” Rob admits. “I 

actually like them being around. Most 

often when people ask what to do about 

ants in their kitchens, I just say to offer 

them sugar.” 

All in all, Rob is a busy man. He 

admits that he only sometimes answers 

his phone; of the many emails he 

receives, he prioritizes which he responds 

to. “I always try to answer the ones from 

kids. Those are fun. I had one kid ask if 

it was true that harvester ants help the 

plants they live on. I sent him a two-page 

response. It was probably more than he 

wanted, but I wanted to answer  

his question.” 

Recently, Rob received an email from 

a seventh grader interested in studying 

bats. “She wanted to find a new mite 

exotic, remote and, occasionally (at least in the perspective of hindsight and parenthood), 

dangerous places.  

One such trip was to a coastal city in Nicaragua. “It was surrounded by rainforest. 

There were no roads in or out; entry and exit were only by boat or plane. It was kind of a 

pirate bay. Cocaine would wash up on the shore. It was a rough area, but culturally a mix 

of Creole and indigenous cultures; it has great beauty.” 

On a trip to Bolivia they found themselves in a small town where the locals would 

not accept their money, which meant Rob and Monica and an ethnobiologist friend 

with whom they were traveling couldn’t buy any food. “We were supposed to leave by 

riverboat but it never came, so we just started walking…in the rain. At one point we had 

to cross a flooded savannah that had a fairly high density of anacondas. We ran out of 

drinking water. All we had to eat were Kool-Aid packets, so we licked the powder. After 

several days of hiking we finally met a woman who had a basket full of cookies. We 

bought as many as we could and ate them all.”

It was in Bolivia that Rob proposed to Monica…while riding in the back of a  

pickup truck…that was full of dead fish. (Biologists apparently have a different sense  

of what’s romantic.) 

In the African nation of Ghana the two found themselves living in a village in 

which the monkeys were sacred. While in that village Rob studied ants in the sacred 

groves (beneath the godlike monkeys) and Monica studied water use. As was the case 

elsewhere, people were able to make sense of Monica’s work, but Rob’s endeavors seemed 

to everyone too ridiculous to be true. He learned to say, “I go to the forest to study ants 

because I’m crazy,” and to not be surprised when no one disputed the adverb clause. 

“Few villages have an ant biologist but most have someone who is a bit mad.” 

Had they not gone to Ghana Rob would have missed his up-close-and-personal look 

at a most unique animal—a straw-colored fruit bat. He and another biologist climbed to 

the top of a 150-foot tall tree as darkness fell, then waited for the creatures to arrive.  

“We couldn’t see the bats coming but we could hear them. They’re magnificent 

animals, a cross between a guinea pig and a crow, with wingspans of three feet. Once 

they landed in the trees around us they made all sorts of noise as they fought with each 

other. There were hundreds of them.”

Another feature of the couple’s early travels was the limited ability to contact the 

outside world, something that, with cell phones, would be very different today. Rob 

recalls that “there were certainly times when neither set of parents had any idea exactly 

where we were. I feel really different about that now that we have kids.”

A constant in Rob’s travels has been the graciousness of the persons he has met. 

“People have been so kind to me in so many places, when I couldn’t possibly have 

deserved it.  

“In Costa Rica I met a German biologist who caught bats in mist nets [special nets 

used by ornithologists and bat biologists to capture birds and bats]. I didn’t have a single 

thing to offer that man, but he took me out, night after night, and showed me what he 

was doing. I’m sure he would rather have had quiet nights with the bats. I must have 

driven him crazy. Batty even.”

As Rob tells his story over coffee, it becomes apparent that there has always been a 

synergy between Rob and Monica and what they investigate during their travels and life. 

Monica engages the people and learns of their customs. Information gleaned from those 

conversations—such as a mention of a traditional cure for an ailment—sometimes piques 

Rob’s interest, allowing him to use his expertise to consider the claim in an ecological or 

evolutionary context. 

Termite nests are a good example. Throughout the Amazon, people treat their 

wounds with a substance found in those nests. Upon reviewing old studies of termites, 

Rob discovered that termites coat their nests with an anti-microbial compound; that 

compound is, in fact, effective in battling infections found in humans.

Monica and Rob have worked together, thinking about the use of insects in medicine 

and the ways in which culture and where people live influence how they think about 

conservation, a project, Rob adds, that arose from a 

conversation they had while walking beside a river in 

Western Austrailia, talking about the world.  

Rob says that over the years Monica has convinced 

him of something that she always seemed to understand, 

namely the importance of humans in every modern 

ecological story. Sometimes this perspective turns up in 

Rob’s writings. Every scientific discovery, Rob says, is 

really the story of an individual trying to figure out the 

world. But the perspective also turns up in the research 

Rob chooses to do, which still includes work on ants, but 

also on the ecology and evolution of the food we eat. 

As with most of his work, Rob’s interest in food relates to the interaction among 

species, chiefly between our crops and the microscopic organisms we use to make them 

tastier or just different. 

“Westerners use just a few microbes in most of our food production, such as cheese, 

sausage, and beer. But around the world, in traditional settings, there are so many more 

being used.”

More interestingly, at least to Rob, other microbes useful in making food can be 

found in other places, such as the nest of wasps. “We are now making beer, as research 

of course, using yeasts from social insects. Finally something tasty from all the time 

spent with ants.” 

In Rob’s professional and personal life, he has occasional contact with other K grads. 
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“I go to 

the forest to study 

ants because I’m 

crazy. Few villages 

have an ant 

biologist but most 

have someone 

who is a bit  

mad.”



Perhaps, like most 

children, the Dunn 

kids (Olivia, age 9, 

and August, age 5) 

are natural scientists/

observers. On hikes 

with their biologist 

father, it is they who 

slow him down and not 

vice versa. 
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species living on bats. How could I not 

help her?” Rob enlisted all of his bat 

friends to assist the girl, perhaps, to 

some extent, paying forward the favor 

Rob had received from the German bat 

biologist 20 years ago.

About his success as an author, Rob 

partially credits good fortune. “Getting 

my first book published involved 

some luck, but then I’ve been lucky 

throughout my career—lucky to find 

people willing to help, and lucky to have 

ended up at K.” 

Rob gives credit, for two very 

different reasons, to a poetry class 

he took at K with Conrad Hilberry. 

First, that class made him realize how 

much joy he found in writing (he 

thereafter took every class he could 

from Hilberry). More importantly, it 

was in that class that he first got to 

know Monica. “In my books her voice 

is as loud as mine. She is the funny and 

interesting one, both in my books and 

our lives.”  

One feature of Rob’s books is a 

decidedly unglamorous and realistic 

view of scientists and what they do. For 

example, of those who study termites, 

he writes, “There are a few hundred of 

them and they are, largely, happy to 

focus exclusively on termites for the  

rest of their lives. They will converse 

with ant and bee people only 

begrudgingly, and with people who 

study people even less.” 

What glamour there is for scientists, 

Rob says, is not in their daily lives but in 

their ability to shine a little light into the 

darkness, however humbly each individual scientist might do so. 

By its nature, science is the continual embracing, then letting go, of mistakes and 

collective ignorance. “Much of science,” he writes, “is, at least in some detail, wrong. 

Fixing what is wrong is a big part of what keeps the thousands of us who do science 

busy. Sometimes fiction masquerades as fact for generations, growing ever more difficult 

to see as fiction because it is printed in textbook after textbook, and memorized by one 

young scientist after another.”

 Not surprisingly, Rob is already working on book number four. Like his others, it 

will focus on the big picture. “It is going to be about the species that humans depend on, 

whether for sustenance, economics, or simply joy.” 

Rob and Monica have two children, August, 5, and Olivia, 9. “Our travels and greatest 

joys are with them now. They’ve grown up exploring—sometimes in other countries, 

other times near our house.”  

Hiking with a biologist carries a risk: an outing that should take a day takes three. 

When Rob hikes with his children, does he slow them down?

“No, no,” he says with a laugh. “They’re even slower than I am. They turn over even 

more logs and stones.” 

Rob’s travel destinations with his children have been less exotic than the journeys he 

and Monica took years ago. More planes and trains and fewer careening jungle buses. 

He then adds with a laugh, “I remember when we were in graduate school we teased 

a friend, a guy who baited dung beetles with his own poop, for going to southern Europe 

on vacation. But now Monica and I sometimes go there. My research has focused more 

and more on the places people live and, well, the dwellings in Europe are old and 

interesting. In part it is also just nice to be in Spain and France.”  

Rob is in the midst of several projects that will take him to Europe. One involves 

working with the Natural History Museum of Denmark to find new ways to involve 

the public in doing science. Another effort deals with YourWildLife.org, a website that 

encourages people to engage in scientific discoveries, especially close to home (hence 

projects with titles like armpit life, cat tracker, belly button biodiversity, and wildlife  

of our homes). 

A very different endeavor for Rob deals with the natural fermentation of wine. 

“For wine to ferment, it needs yeast. Some wineries actually add it to the juice, but 

in others the yeast is naturally part of the grape. It’s a mystery how the yeast gets to the 

grape, but it does, and it gives the wine a distinctive taste. It is known that wasps play a 

role in the process, but we think ants do, too. It isn’t that hard to study what’s going on, 

yet no one has. That is the great thing about science: Some mysteries are in plain view 

and, if you are lucky, they are mysteries that require trips to vineyards.” 

Rob is also working “to show the value of biodiversity with examples, not just 

words. Some of us want to preserve areas because of their intrinsic beauty, but we’re 

in a minority. It is our job to show an area’s 

real value, how it might include species with 

untapped uses. I don’t think about nature in 

such a utilitarian way, but others do.” 

For example, Rob says, “I think the many 

species of leaf-cutter ants deserve conservation. 

They have diverse, fascinating societies more 

sophisticated, in many ways, than our own. But even if 

you don’t care about them for their own sake, it may still 

behoove humans to conserve them for the value they offer us. They have 

a layer of bacteria on their body that acts as a pesticide, killing the fungi 

that the ants are exposed to. Those bacteria are among the most likely 

candidates for new antibiotics for people.”  

For all that science has come to learn, Rob is very conscious of the 

opposite. “It is striking how little we really know. In every place we look 

there are huge new discoveries to be made. Even in a hundred years we’ll 

still be less than halfway done understanding life on Earth.”  

Discoveries can be fleeting. Take Rob’s namesake ant. 

“I only saw them once. I’m not sure anyone else has ever seen them. 

But then there are a lot of so-called ‘known’ species that have only been 

seen once. I once had a student who was sad about breaking up with 

his girlfriend so he went out collecting ants here in Raleigh. He took 

a photograph of one, then put it on the web. Someone else saw it and 

realized it was a species that had only ever been seen once before, a 

‘Bigfoot’ of ants. Afterwards, we went out looking for that ant for weeks 

but couldn’t find it. We still haven’t. And he’d seen it in the city!” 

With his insatiable curiosity, Rob Dunn is always thinking of new 

fields to pursue, new questions to ponder. “I’m interested in the limits 

of life. For example, how far down into the earth does life go?”

Then, as if to show that for his inquiring mind the sky is the 

limit, Rob continues, “And how high up does life go? What is the 

biology of clouds?”

Is there an ant on Aldebaran?

Note: Rob recently published the first North American atlas of the life 

found in floating dust!...albeit not dust from Aldebaran. That will have to be a 

later atlas.
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“Rob received an 

email from a seventh grader 

interested in studying bats. 

‘She wanted to find a new mite 

species living on 

 bats. How could I  

not help her?’”



First off, the fit was fundamentally perfect—shaped around the shared certainty of the 

importance of international and intercultural study and experiences. Don Parfet (former 

chair of the board of trustees), Gail Griffin (professor emerita of English), Lucinda 

Hinsdale Stone (one of the founders of Kalamazoo College), and Sojourner Truth (friend 

of Lucinda and avatar of Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran) clinched the deal.

Eleven years ago, on December 11, 2004, the board of trustees of Kalamazoo College 

unanimously elected Dr. Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran the 17th president, the first woman 

president, and the first African-American president of Kalamazoo College. Wilson-

Oyelaran announced her retirement from the presidency in April; her last day on the job 

at K will be June 30, 2016.

About her decision to accept the post at K, Wilson-Oyelaran says, “I felt strongly 

about international education and the importance of study abroad as key components 

of a liberal arts education. When I taught in Nigeria [see sidebar, page 21] I realized that 

students in other countries were much more grounded in world affairs and appreciative 

of cultures other than their own than are most American students.  It seemed to me that 

they were going to be much more prepared for our interconnected world at graduation.  

“So I was deeply impressed by the K-Plan,” she adds, “and the fact that Kalamazoo 

College had articulated this exceptional way of educating undergraduates more than 40 

years earlier.

“I was drawn too by K’s liberal arts roots, strong academic quality and progressive 

history.” During her only candidate campus visit, then board chair Don Parfet gave 

Wilson-Oyelaran a copy of Gail Griffin’s Emancipated Spirits. She immediately read the 

chapter on Lucinda Hinsdale Stone, and the description of her encounters and friendship 

with Sojourner Truth was a powerful portent. 

Worthy Questions
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Eleven years of 

images capture 

our President’s 

commitment to 

students and their 

liberal arts education.
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“Sojourner Truth is my avatar,” says 

Wilson-Oyelaran. “Her connection with a 

very young Kalamazoo College was certainly 

a major factor in my decision to accept the 

presidency.”

Another major factor was the alignment 

of K’s challenges and Wilson-Oyelaran’s 

experience and strengths. “I’m less inclined 

to use the word ‘challenges,’” she explains. 

“Instead, the institution was facing ‘worthy 

questions.’” For example, what does the 

evolution of K’s commitment to international 

and intercultural education mean in 

terms of who is on campus and what that 

community does on campus? To continue a 

tradition of academic excellence and progressivism, to what degree should the 

demographics of Kalamazoo College be reflective of the changing demographics 

of the country, the Midwest, and the Detroit-Chicago corridor? “My professional 

experience,” says Wilson-Oyelaran, “included the capacity to help us think 

together about the answers to these worthy questions.”

For 10 years she has led the collaborative thinking, planning and actions 

dedicated to making K an exceptional liberal arts education for the 21st century. 

The achievements have been remarkable.

During her tenure the College has become more inclusive and student 

focused. Its representational diversity by measures 

of geography, religion, socio-economic status, 

race and ethnicity better reflects our country 

and the world and provides an opportunity for 

students to develop the competencies necessary to 

navigate that world. So also have the faculty and 

staff become more diverse than they were before 

Wilson-Oyelaran arrived. That progress is key to 

the work that remains.

“We have more to do to ensure an equitable 

student experience for all,” says Wilson-Oyelaran, 

“transformations necessary and appropriate for an 

institution that is attracting so many different  

kinds of students and becoming more like the  

world it serves.”

A focus on students has been the driving force in the capital improvements that have taken 

place in the past dozen years, including the renovations of the Upjohn Library Commons 

(completed just as she arrived) and the Hicks Center, the construction of the field house and 

athletic fields complex, and the creation of the Arcus Center for Social Justice Leadership 

building, the only edifice in the country dedicated solely to social justice leadership.

Construction of the Fitness and Wellness Center began this fall. And a new natatorium is in 

the design stage. Not since presidents Allan Hoben and Weimar Hicks has the campus seen the 

degree of student-focused construction as that which has characterized the tenure of Eileen B. 

Wilson-Oyelaran. 

Programming has grown as well. The K-Plan has been revitalized, faculty have 

approved new academic majors and concentrations responsive to students’ needs, 

and intercollegiate sports have grown by two—men’s and women’s lacrosse.

“Our new open curriculum assigns students more agency in selecting 

their courses and applying what they learn in class to what they learn during 

internships, study abroad, the Senior Individualized Project, civic engagement 

work and social justice leadership development,” says Wilson-Oyelaran. “The 

development of shared passage seminars and improvements in academic advising 

deepen students’ reflection on the connections between the elements of the K-Plans 

they build for themselves.”

Augmenting this programming growth is the rapid improvement in alumni 

reconnection with the College during the past decade. Wilson-Oyelaran cites 

the leadership of the Alumni Association Executive Board for the development of 

an Alumni Engagement Strategic Plan in which more and more K graduates are 
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working with Admission to 

recruit prospective students 

and assisting the Center 

for Career and Professional 

Development by sponsoring 

internships for students and 

interacting with them (as well 

as with other alumni) through the Guilds. 

More alumni are returning for campus 

events and/or hosting K events in their own communities. And the financial support 

provided by alumni has grown significantly the past 10 years.

Furthering the financial health of K, Wilson-Oyelaran led The Campaign for 

Kalamazoo College (see pages 4 and 5 in this issue), which closed this past June having 

raised more than $129 million, the most money, by far, of any fundraising campaign in the 

College’s history. She views the success of that campaign as an affirmation by alumni and 

donors of the value of K’s approach to liberal arts education (see the president’s letter to 

readers on the front inside cover of this issue). 

Like “the old girl scout” that she is, President Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran has left 

Kalamazoo College a better place than she found it, ready to engage with the next decade’s 

challenges, or worthy questions. In her mind, three stand out: the painstaking and exciting 

work to ensure an equitable experience for every student on K’s increasingly diverse 

campus; new challenges and opportunities demanded by the interaction of new technology, 

human cognition and the liberal arts; and the implication of our country’s changing 

demographics on the cost of a higher education.

Wilson-Oyelaran’s career in higher education spans four decades, three continents,  

and a variety of institutional types (see sidebar, page 21). What is special about  

Kalamazoo College?

“It is the most over-achieving institution I have been associated with,” she says, “and it 

has the strongest commitment to excellence and innovation.

“For those and other reasons it attracts a unique group of students, people who are truly 

engaged in the process of learning. The opportunity to learn with a group of fellow learners 

who fear no question is K’s added value.

“Each spring term I invite seniors to Hodge House for dinner, and I inquire about their 

K-Plans,” says Wilson-Oyelaran. “And then I marvel as they share the extent and variety of 

their academic explorations: study abroad in Budapest or Beijing, an internship in Seattle or 

Miami, a spring break civic engagement or social justice journey, a SIP conducted in Kenya. 

They think such more-in-four narratives are normal because every guest there, every 

senior, has a similar adventure. But these undergraduate experiences are not typical. Not at 

all. They are unique to Kalamazoo College, and that’s what makes K so special.”

A Los Angeles native, Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran 

graduated from Pomona College, where she majored in 

sociology and studied abroad in London, England. A 

portion of her study abroad experience (similar to K’s 

intercultural research project) focused on the education 

of immigrant children from West Africa, South Africa 

and the Caribbean, and this work helped determine 

her lifelong scholarly interest in child development and 

multicultural education.

After graduating from Pomona, Eileen received a Thomas J. Watson Traveling 

Fellowship that allowed her to spend 16 months traveling and studying in Ghana, Nigeria 

and Tanzania, developing curriculum materials for students in the United States. She 

returned to the U.S. and earned an M.A. and Ph.D. in education from the Claremont 

Graduate University. After completing her doctoral work in childhood development and 

early childhood education, she accepted her first academic position at the University of Ife 

(now Obafemi Awolowo University) in Nigeria where she began teaching in the department 

of education. The University of Ife was her home for the next 14 years. By 1982 she was 

chair of the newly created department of psychology, a position she held for five years.

While in Nigeria Eileen also served as consultant for UNICEF (Nigeria) in the area of 

early childhood development. She returned to the U.S. in 1988 and was appointed visiting 

scholar in education at North Carolina Wesleyan College. She left Wesleyan to serve as 

associate professor and chair of the department of education at Winston-Salem State 

University. In 1995 she became dean of the college at Salem College and rose to the position 

of vice president and dean of the college for Salem Academy and College. She served as 

acting president of the institution from November 2003 to March 2004.

Her awards for leadership are many. They include the Kent Fellowship; the Ford 

Foundation National Fellowship; the Ada Mae Fitts Woman of the Year; the Thomas J. 

Watson Traveling Fellowship; the Claremont College’s Black Studies Center Visionary 

Leadership Award; the American Council on Education Fellowship; the American 

Association of Colleges Teacher Education Gender Equity Architect Award; the Salvation 

Army Strong, Smart, Bold Award; the Forsyth County YWCA Woman of Vision Award; 

and the Kalamazoo YWCA Woman of the Year award. She also has served as board chair 

of the National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities (NAICU) and the 

Association of Governing Boards (AGB) Council of Presidents, and she is a member of the 

board of trustees of Pomona College. Eileen began her duties as president of Kalamazoo 

College in July of 2005. Her last day as president will be June 30, 2016.
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Olasope Oyelaran, husband 

of retiring Kalamazoo College 

President Eileen B. Wilson-

Oyelaran, describes his family 

in Nigeria as a tightly-knit and 

supportive network. “So close you 

can’t see between them,”  

he smiled. 

Those 

same words 

aptly describe 

the team that 

Eileen and 

Sope (So-

PAY) made 

throughout 

her tenure as 

the College’s 

17th president. 

Sope was the 

President’s 

companion at 

College events 

surrounding 

the recently (and very 

successfully) concluded 

Campaign for Kalamazoo 

College, which raised more than 

$129 million, more than the 

College’s two previous campaigns 

combined. You could always 

find Sope at homecoming and 

commencement, at sporting 

events and pep rallies, as well as 

at many regional alumni events and informal alumni get-togethers. When the College 

community gathered to rejoice or to mourn, there you would find Sope. He served as 

an adjunct faculty member for K and was a presence at important local events, such as 

the Kalamazoo Marathon.  Moreover, he was wise counsel and chief cheer leader for 

the 17th President. And not just her. Said Eileen: “Sope has been an unofficial mentor to 

many students. They come to him with career questions, with life questions,” or, after 

Keats, with questions that have to do with the making of a soul.

Sope’s original home is the Nigerian village of Ajaawa, in the southwest part of the 

country. “I was born into a large family,” Sope said. “We were many children raised 

by many mothers, fathers, aunts, uncles and cousins.” His was a family that embraced 

education, even if it meant leaving Ajaawa. A particularly powerful force in the family 

“was my grandfather’s sister. She considered education to be an intellectual adventure. 

She encouraged me to go, learn, return, and bring what I learned back to Ajaawa.”

Sope was one of 23 students out of 3,000 who won a scholarship to study overseas. 

He was the first in his family to do so, spending many years of study in the United States 

and France. He speaks four languages, holds a Ph.D. in linguistics (Stanford University), 

and, like Eileen, he is dedicated to cross-cultural education. 

Sope returned to Nigeria in 1970, at the time that Eileen was in the country on the 

Thomas J. Watson Traveling Fellowship. They became close friends, and Eileen visited 

his village and quickly befriended Sope’s extended family there. “Everyone in the village 

was talking about Eileen. They all had fallen in love with her,” Sope said. And soon, 

he, too, came to see this energetic and personable woman as far more than a friend. 

They married in 1980, intending to make a life in 

Nigeria, pursuing careers in education. But new 

opportunities brought the couple and their four 

children (Adedoyin, Oyindasola, Omosalewa, and 

Oyeyinka) to North Carolina in 1988. 

Where is home for a man who has lived 

in Nigeria, in France, in California, North 

Carolina, and Michigan? “We go where there are 

new challenges to meet, where we can make a 

difference,” said Sope. Home, for both then, is side 

by side with one another. And in that way Eileen 

and Sope truly made a difference at Kalamazoo 

College.

“ S O  C L O S E  Y O U  C A N ’ T  S E E 
B E T W E E N  T H E M ”
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A Generation of Difference
B Y  K A Y E  B E N N E T T

As a Kalamazoo College graduate, Paul Levy ’82 admits that he was “myopic,” focused 

completely on his studies. If there were other Jewish students at K during the late 70s 

and early 80s, Levy wasn’t close to them. If there was a Jewish Student Organization 

(JSO), he wasn’t aware of it. The goal, he says, was to fit in as a student. “You didn’t 

want to stand out.”

As the parent of a current K student, Emily ’17, Paul says the climate today is totally 

different. Not only does Emily have a concentration in Jewish Studies, but she’s on the 

board of the JSO, and she’s active in the local Jewish community.

Finally, as a trustee of the College, Paul knows how important it is, not just for the 

students, but for the College itself, that K has opened up these opportunities in the 

intervening generation. Today the ability to understand one’s own beliefs and those of 

others and to be able to debate them in a respectful and logical way is crucial for young 

people. K’s evolution from a small Midwestern liberal arts college into a microcosm of the 

ethnic and cultural diversity of the U.S., while maintaining its academic strength and the 

advantages of the K-Plan, is helping attract students from both coasts and internationally.

The Levys, father and daughter, came to K for different reasons: as a matter of fact, 

they both admit, Emily didn’t really want to come at all. 

Paul Levy grew up in Livonia, Mich., and was focused on a career in medicine. His 

two best choices for an undergrad degree, he felt, were K and the University of Michigan. 

“But I was a high-touch kid,” he says, and U-M was just too big. He knew he’d get the 

personalized attention he wanted at K, so he came to Kalamazoo, majoring in health 

sciences. He studied abroad in Madrid (his first real exposure to Catholicism),  

volunteered at Borgess Hospital, and pretty much spent the rest of his time studying. 

Looking back now, Paul says his only regret from his K years is that, “I didn’t stop to 

smell enough roses.”

When it was time for Emily to choose a college, she did not want to come to K. 

“I wanted to hate it.” K was her father’s experience; she didn’t want it to be hers. But 

Paul knew that his daughter, like he had been, was a high-touch kid, so he brought 

her to campus for a tour, hoping something would click. Walking up the hill in front 

of Mandelle Hall, he says, she started softening. After spending the night with other 

students and visiting a Hebrew class, Emily admitted to her father, “I love it.” She decided 

to come to K, where she would major in anthropology and sociology and minor in music.

Her Jewish life had always been important to Emily. She attended a Jewish elementary 

school in Albuquerque and studied in Israel during her junior year in high school. “I 

love being Jewish,” she says. “If you have a strong foundation of Jewish identity, you can 

keep it alive anywhere.” As a first-year student in 2013, Emily found that keeping that 

identity alive at Kalamazoo College was far easier that it had been during her father’s 

undergraduate years.

A Jewish Studies program existed, enabling Emily to take up to 14 different 

classes in Jewish religion, history and culture, and to study Hebrew for her language 

requirement. She could attend presentations by internationally renowned Jewish 

scholars. She immediately became active in JSO, planning programs, Seder and 

Shabat dinners, and activities, as well as helping organize and handling finances 

for the student organization. She became active in the off-campus local Jewish 

community, where she teaches children in Temple B’nai Israel’s Sunday school and 

Hebrew school. These activities, Paul Levy is convinced, are giving his daughter 

a self-confidence that will be as important to her future (she’s aiming toward law 

school) as her academic background.

After graduating from K, Paul earned a 

master’s degree from Wayne State 

University in physiology, then 

graduated from Wayne State’s School 

of Medicine. After completing 

his residency and fellowship in 

Chicago, he began his career as a 

vascular and thoracic surgeon in 

Albuquerque, at the same hospital 

where he had his career service experience 

as a K student. Thirteen years later, at age 50, 

Levy acknowledged that standing up all day 

in operating rooms and taking calls in the 

middle of the night would someday lose their 

appeal, so he earned an MBA, preparing himself for a post-surgery career in hospital 

administration. Two years ago, he relocated to Jonesboro, Arkansas, to become chief  

of surgical services at NEA Baptist Memorial Hospital.

In Jonesboro, the Levy family joined a tiny but dedicated Jewish congregation, 

where, according to Paul, “Half of our congregation is not Jewish.” Emily says that her 

mother acts as rabbi there. Since most of the congregation comprises just two families, 

she laughs, “If we can’t go, services get cancelled.”

Paul feels that Emily’s experiences at K are preparing her much better to fit into a 

world such as Jonesboro than his own experiences did. He was prepared academically, 

but Emily’s exposure to ethnic diversity, he says, is a bonus for today’s world. Now, 

more than when he was an undergrad, K provides a wide swath of academic and 

cultural experiences, giving students a safe environment where they can learn to 

discuss and to defend their own beliefs. By the time students leave K now, he says, 

they are able to negotiate the  

hard conversations.

Paul and Emily Levy both emphasize 

the number of non-Jewish students who 

participate in the academic classes and 

cultural events at K that enable them to 

learn more about Judaism. Paul says that 

students at K have a cultural yearning, a 

hunger to learn more about religions that 

are unfamiliar to them.

Paul Levy is enjoying his second chance 

to experience Kalamazoo College, this 

time though Emily’s experiences. “She’s 

squeezing the campus for everything it’s 

worth. When I talk to Emily about her 

classes, I tell her, ‘Do your best and enjoy 

the ride.’ As a parent, I’m very proud. As a 

board member, I believe we’re delivering the 

right product.”

Emily, meanwhile, is happy to be 

making her own memories at the school she 

shares with her dad. “It’s fun to be a part of 

something he loves so much.”

Paul Levy ’82

Emily Levy ’17 

“K was her father’s 

experience; she didn’t want it to 

be hers. But Levy knew that his 

daughter, like he had been, was 

a high-touch kid, so he 

brought her to campus 

for a tour...”
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Before Jeffrey Haus came to Kalamazoo College from the University of North Carolina- 

Greensboro in 2005, K had never before had a position dedicated to teaching Jewish 

Studies. Some classes were being taught, but there was no coherent course of study  

in the subject.

Haus accepted the challenge given him by then provost Gregory Mahler and board 

member Helen Etkin ’76: to create a Jewish Studies program. The College had an 

ambitious list of goals for the program: 

• Enhancing K’s outstanding liberal arts education;

• Advancing the knowledge of the rich history, religion, and culture of the  

Jewish people;

• Providing academic support for the College’s Jewish students;

• Fostering a welcoming environment for Jewish students; and

• Strengthening relationships between K and the larger southwest Michigan  

Jewish community.

Haus, whose title is Director of Jewish Studies and Associate Professor of History and 

Religion, started by adding—and personally teaching—seven courses in Jewish Studies. 

During his first years at K, Haus says, he was writing a book (Challenges of Equality: 

Judaism, State, and Education in Nineteenth-Century France, published in 2009), working 

on getting tenure, teaching all those courses, and starting the new program. “It was,” he 

says, “not easy.” But he loved the challenge!

And his efforts were appreciated. In response to students’ requests and with support 

from the provost’s office, three courses in modern Hebrew were added 

to the curriculum in 2010, enough to allow K students to meet their 

language requirement, and making K the only place in southwest 

Michigan where that language was taught. According to Haus, the 

Hebrew classes have served as a gateway to other Jewish Studies classes 

and continue to be a huge boon to the program.

Building on this foundation, Jewish Studies now offers 14 different 

courses, stretching from the study of the Hebrew Bible to the formation 

of Zionism to contemporary America. The faculty approved Jewish 

Studies as an interdisciplinary concentration in 2010, making K one of the few small 

liberal arts colleges outside the East Coast with a Jewish Studies program. “We’re not 

MSU or UM,” Haus says. “They have huge programs.” But for students drawn to K for its 

academic reputation, the study abroad program, the K-Plan, or the opportunity to have an 

impact in the community, K’s Jewish Studies program has been a plus.

K’s study abroad program was a natural fit with the  Jewish Studies programming, 

says Haus. Study abroad sites already existed at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem and 

Ben-Gurion University in Be ér Sheva when Haus arrived in 2005. As more classes have 
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Jeff Haus, director of 

Jewish studies and 

associate professor of 

history and religion, 

speaks with students 

after the Community 

Reflection, Yom 

HaShoah.

K’s Journey to 
Jewish Studies
B Y  K A Y E  B E N N E T T

“...he 
loved the 

challenge!”



become available, interest in these experiences has continued to grow. Beyond study 

abroad, more students are seeking ways to spend time in Israel. This past summer three 

students embarked on individual journeys in that country.

Because federal law prevents the College from asking students about their religious 

affiliations, the exact number of K students who identify as Jewish remains unknown. 

But it’s not just K’s Jewish students who benefit from the Jewish Studies program.

Haus estimates that most of the students who have taken classes in the Jewish Studies 

program are not Jewish. Interest on campus continues to grow. Since the program’s 

inception, more than 350 students have taken a Jewish Studies class.

Jewish Studies has also taken its mission beyond the classroom. Each year the 

program brings scholars to campus for lectures and to meet with students. These lectures 

are attended not only by the campus 

community but also by the general public. 

The 2014-15 school year saw a panel 

critically examining the movement to 

boycott Israel, and a visit by the rising 

cartoon artist and graphic novelist Liana 

Finck. Academic year 2015-16 will see the 

first collaboration between Jewish Studies 

and the Southwest Michigan Jewish Film 

Festival, as well as a spring lecture about 

an exciting new work of Jewish history.

Haus also enjoys his role as 

faculty advisor for the Jewish Student 

Organization (JSO), which is affiliated 

with the National Hillel Foundation. Like 

the academic programs and classes related 

to Jewish Studies, JSO’s social programs and events attract a large number of non-Jewish 

students, faculty and staff. 

Haus credits K’s Office of Religion and Spiritual Life with getting Jewish students 

more involved in campus life. Thanks to the chaplain’s office, says Haus, in recent years 

the College has been educated about the problem of holding classes on the Jewish High 

Holidays. Jewish students also have a working relationship with the College’s dining 

service, helping make the cafeteria more responsive to Jewish students’ dietary needs, 

especially during Passover.

Campus chaplain Elizabeth Hakken Candido ’00 says that her office wants Jewish 

students to be able to identify as Jewish in whatever way that makes sense to them, 

ranging from attending off-campus religious services regularly to not considering 

themselves to be religious. In addition, a number of Jewish students serve as interfaith 

student leaders and student organizers, helping shape campus spiritual discussions.

Candido says of Haus, “Jeff has done amazing things for our Jewish students. He gives 

them a place that feels like home to them, and that’s a big deal.”

Haus has enthusiastically claimed another role for himself. “I view connecting with 

the [local] Jewish community as part of my charge.” He keeps local synagogues informed 

about upcoming programs on campus and helps to place Jewish students in area homes 

for holiday meals.

Haus believes that establishing an endowed named distinguished professorship in 

Jewish Studies would help the College attract and 

retain dedicated scholars and ensure the continuity of 

co-curricular programming, as well as enhancing the 

stature of K within the national academic community. 

Kalamazoo College has always had a Jewish 

student population, says Haus, but as recently as the 

1970s and 80s, students reported that they didn’t 

know other Jewish students. Today, thanks to the 

Jewish Studies program and other hard work by 

faculty and students alike, more Jewish students are 

drawn to K.

The presence of a Jewish Studies program also 

sends the message that the campus will offer a welcoming environment for Jewish 

students. “It helps to establish a comfort level for parents,” says Haus. “They think, ‘My 

kid will be all right there.’ They’ve told us that they appreciate the fact that students can 

learn about their heritage while getting an excellent liberal arts education.”

Haus says that students have also told him that Jewish Studies has  

provided them with a communal building block on campus, even if they do not  

pursue the concentration.

After 10 years, Jeffrey Haus says that K’s Jewish Studies program today offers a 

window to the diversity of the world, teaching students the value of integration while 

maintaining group distinctiveness.
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“For students drawn 

to K for its academic 

reputation, the study 

abroad program, the 

K-Plan, or the opportunity 

to have an impact in the 

community, K’s Jewish 

Studies program has been 

a plus.

Jewish Student 

Organization 

members plan and 

organize a variety 

of events for all 

students.



“I like to engage people, find out what makes them tick.” So says Kate  

Hartley ’74, and in at least three very different settings, that’s what she’s been 

doing since her time at Kalamazoo College. 

For the past 26 years (until her recent retirement) Hartley has done 

social work in the field of mental health. In small clinics and large hospitals, 

she’s dealt with patients who presented a wide range of conditions, from 

schizophrenia, anxiety disorders and bipolar disorders to depression, 

dementia and HIV-related mental health problems. 

“Working in mental health was rewarding,” says Hartley. “There are so many people 

who have no help or support to turn to. But that kind of work was really challenging, so it 

was important for me to find ways to keep a balance in my life.”

Since Hartley moved to Columbia, South Carolina, in 2003, some of that balance 

has been provided by nearby Congaree National Park. The park includes the largest 

tract of old growth bottomland floodplain forest in the United States, with trees among 

the tallest east of the Rockies. First as a volunteer, then as a part-time employee, 

Hartley has been “Ranger Kate,” engaging visitors at the front desk and taking them on 

hikes and canoe outings.

Congaree, she says, is “a small park and a bit off the beaten path,” so it doesn’t draw 

massive crowds like Yosemite and the Smoky Mountains. But the reduced numbers have 

an advantage: “It allows me to spend more time with the visitors, find out where they’re 

from and why they’ve come. I’m not just handing out pamphlets.

“Being a ranger at Congaree was the perfect antidote for the stresses of my work. For 

one thing, while virtually no one wants to be in an in-patient psychiatric unit, everyone 

who visits the park really wants to be there.” 

Her recent years in South Carolina as a social worker and part-time ranger came after 

six years in Madison, Wisconsin, where she was closer to her aging parents and three 

siblings. Prior to that she’d been in the Washington, D.C., area for nearly 20 years. 

It was while in D.C. that she worked for a decade engaging people in a very different 

setting—as an administrator at the Smithsonian Institution. But that job required a 

master’s degree, something Hartley was initially very much disinclined to pursue.  

“After I graduated from K I went back to my home in Minnesota, determined I’d never 

go to graduate school. I felt I’d had enough school at that point. Instead, I got a job at a ski 

resort, working the night shift, helping people get on chairlifts. That was my first glimpse 

of what a dead-end job was.” 

Those frigid, low-paying nights resulted in an attitude adjustment and motivated 
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Engagement Life
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Kate leads tours 

on the water in the 

Congaree.

Hartley to attend The Johns Hopkins 

University School of Advanced 

International Studies. She could have 

completed her program in Washington 

but Hartley chose to spend the first 

year in Bologna, Italy. 

“After doing my foreign study 

at K, I went abroad to study any 

chance I could; that was always 

my default option.”

After volunteering for the 

Smithsonian’s anthropology 

department she landed a paying 

job. “Part of the time I was at the 

Smithsonian I worked with the travel 

programs,” Hartley recalls. “They set 

up trips for members, and sometimes 

I’d go along as the tour manager. 

That was a pretty good perk for a 

registration clerk!”

Hartley’s last assignment, while 

holding a different position at 

the Smithsonian, took her to four 

Caribbean Islands. She helped 

teach local residents how to raise 

crabs, thereby providing long-term 

employment for the men of the islands. 
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“Ranger Kate” at 

Congaree National 

Forest
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“One of the challenges was to 

convince the men that raising crabs 

was more like fishing, which was a 

job a man would do, rather than like 

agriculture, which only women did. 

That was a fascinating experience. It 

was an example of how we still have  

so much to learn about how other 

societies function.”

 After a decade with the Smithsonian 

Hartley decided it was time for a 

change. And so again she returned to 

school—this time Catholic University 

in Washington, D.C.—where she earned 

a master’s degree in social work. Her 

employment in that field started in the 

D.C. area, then took her to Madison, 

and finally to Columbia.

“Whether it was group therapy, 

counseling or emergency services, I was 

able to provide my patients with a safe 

place where they could talk about what 

was troubling them. I tried to give them 

some hope. I relied on humor a lot. 

And I often put myself in their shoes 

and asked, ‘If I had all their challenges 

would I do any better than they had?’ 

My answer was usually, ‘Probably not.’”

Some of those she treated suffered 

from depression, which she feels is a 

major problem in our society. “It is often 

cited as the number-one reason people 

miss work. But people who suffer 

from it either don’t know that’s their 

problem or they don’t want to admit 

to it, so when they deal with a doctor, 

what they report are often just vague 

physical symptoms. The doctor won’t 

understand the problem is depression 

and is likely to focus on those physical symptoms.”

An even bigger problem, in Hartley’s view, is dementia. “Dealing with this disease 

could be heart-rending. People knew they were losing their faculties, but there was little 

we could do other than help their families cope.

 “Our society needs to do much more with 

dementia. It is going to be an epidemic as the baby 

boomers age, and we’re completely unprepared for it. 

It’s going to bankrupt us.”

One glimmer of hope on that front, she says, comes 

from the Affordable Care Act. “It requires that coverage 

include some mental health expenses, so some people 

will get treatment when otherwise they wouldn’t.”  

In Hartley’s last three years on the job, she was 

involved with persons living with HIV 

or AIDS. “Some of them start with 

a drug problem that leads to HIV infection. That might lead to more 

drugs, which can result in a felony drug conviction. They accept their 

punishment and serve their time, but when they get out of prison it is 

almost impossible for them to get a job. They’re not even eligible for food 

stamps. Many end up homeless. It’s almost like we’re trying to starve them 

to death. I was actually amazed at how many of them don’t re-offend.”

An occupational reality in mental health is that not everyone responds 

to treatment. Some patients take their own lives. That was difficult for 

Hartley to deal with, especially at first, but she tried to keep in mind 

something a colleague had once told her. 

“He wasn’t being callous, but he said, ‘Look, all fields of medicine 

have failures, situations where people die. No matter how proficient an 

oncologist may be, for example, some of his patients don’t survive.’ It’s the 

same for us in mental health. We’re not always going to be successful.”

Her need for time away led Hartley to volunteer at Congaree. In her first three years 

she logged more than 1,000 hours. When some federal funds became available in 2006, 

she became a paid employee, albeit part-time. When those funds were exhausted, Hartley 

returned to full-time work in mental health and her volunteer status at the park, which is 

now one day a week. 

“My time at the park has been wonderful. Being a ranger, with the hat and the badge, 

that’s heady stuff. I just love the place. I’ve certainly learned a ton, an absolute ton. I know 

more than I ever did about nature and ecology, but every once in a while I’ll deal with 

someone who knows more than me, like a serious bird-watcher. When that happens I’ll 

defer to them. I’m not afraid to admit that I don’t know everything.”

Her time in the wilds has allowed Hartley to see things city-dwellers haven’t, such as a 

dominance dance between two male cottonmouth snakes. In an attempt to intimidate the 

other, the two males wrap around each other, then spiral upwards as high as they can. 

“I didn’t know exactly what the cottonmouths were doing when I saw them so I had to 

do some research to find out. But I just love snakes so that was really cool to see.” 

The park is home to three types of venomous snakes. When Hartley mentions the 

snakes, prior to leading canoe outings, “Some of the people have had a bit of a meltdown. 

But I’ve never had anyone back out of a tour.” 

One of her favorite activities is leading evening owl prowls, during which visitors 

walk quietly in hopes of hearing a Barred Owl, whose call sounds like ‘who cooks for 

you!’ Her other favorite is taking groups on outings in canoes, which she jokingly refers 

to as “divorce boats” because of the tension that sometimes arises between spouses and 

partners when they attempt to negotiate the twists and turns of the river. 

Young children are her favorite park 

visitors. “They can get so nutty excited 

about things,” she says with a laugh. “Just 

seeing a spider or a squirrel can make  

their day!” 

That Hartley chose to attend K after 

graduating from high school in Duluth, 

Minnesota, was hardly a surprise; going 

to K was almost a tradition for the Hartley 

family: older brother Gil graduated in  

1971, while younger sister Laura did the 

same in 1981. 

“For me, deciding to go to K was an  

easy choice.”

Both Gil and Laura went into medicine. 

Gil went to medical school at the University 

of Minnesota and practices in Minneapolis. Laura went to nursing school but chose to be 

a stay-at-home mom and community volunteer. She married Richard Bloomenkranz ’82 

and now works with him in real estate. Both Gil and Laura have two children. 

Among Kate’s fondest K memories is her foreign study in Erlangen, Germany. “That 

was life-changing. It opened up the world and gave me the travel bug. It also made me 

aware of different people and different ways of living. I went overseas a second time 

when I did my SIP in England to be part of an archeological dig. I actually excavated two 

Roman skeletons! My exposure to other countries while at K had a profound impact on 

my life and interests.”

She also takes pride in two accomplishments during her time at K. The first was 

the creation of a recycling program. 

That effort suffered from her overseas 

absences, but the program helped 

establish a positive campus-wide 

attitude about the activity. 

Hartley was also instrumental in 

having one of the most prominent 

feminists of the era come to campus. 

“I’d heard that Gloria Steinem was 

going to be in Kalamazoo so I called her 

office and asked if she could come to K 

to speak. She agreed and did. That was 

really exciting!”

Although Hartley grew up north 

of the Mason-Dixon line she began to 

appreciate regional differences during 

her 20 years in D.C. Since her move to 

South Carolina, she’s come to appreciate 

life in the South even more. 

“The weather can be pretty nasty in 

South Carolina in the summer, with the 

heat and humidity, but the culture is so 

rich, and there’s so much history. And 

yet this area is paradoxical. Because of 

the poverty, poor education and income 

inequality, I sometimes feel a little like 

I’m living in a third-world nation. And 

it’s frustrating that some of the people 

here still seem to be fighting the  

Civil War.”

Given the satisfaction she derived 

from social work, why did she retire? 

“Well, I was able to. And I was tired. 

But beyond that, I know that there are 

no guarantees in life, as far as how long 

I might live. There are a lot of things I 

want to do and places I want to go.”

And more people with whom  

to engage.

Kate Hartley ’74, social 

worker, museum 

administrator, park 

ranger

“They can get 

so nutty excited about 

things” she says with 

a laugh. “Just seeing a 

spider or a squirrel can 

make their day.”
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“Excavation” at the Native American mound in 

Kalamazoo’s Bronson Park, 1954. (Photo courtesy 

of MLive Media Group/Kalamazoo Gazette)

From “THE MOUND BUILDER” 
by Stanley Kunitz

Through the millennial ordeal

Part, if only part of me, goes down

To the master farmers who built this mound

 

And piled their dead in mounds higher and higher

And raised up temple mounds to the giver of breath and corn

On which they stacked the harvest fire

Which lit this stage for two hundred years.

 

Only their ghost song haunts the fields.

People without name to remember.

People Without Name to Remember:         
Kalamazoo’s Earliest Residents

B Y  D A V I D  H A M M O N D  ’ 7 3
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The first time I met an American Indian 

was at Kalamazoo College. Strange to 

say. This land may be your land and my 

land, but not that long ago, all of it was 

their land.

This student from Lansing may 

have been the only indigenous person 

attending K at that time, though one 

can’t be sure. The people who used to 

live on this land aren’t always obvious. 

Remember Ralph Ellison’s Invisible Man? 

It’s a little like that. 

This apparent invisibility is especially 

odd in that the central United States 

were once home to a vast network of 

indigenous civilizations, going by many 

different names, most forgotten. 

These people—Potawatomie, 

Algonquin, Fox and Cree and others—

left material remains, including many 

scattered earthworks. Further south are 

magnificent archeological centers like 

Chichen Itza, Monte Alban and Tikal. In 

grandfather (currently being excavated by several university teams). Driving from 

Jackson, Tennessee, in May, we happened upon Pinson Mounds, the largest Middle 

Woodlands mound structure in North America, though it could very well look like just 

another higher-than-average hillock. Earthworks blend with the landscape.

In Kalamazoo, there’s a prehistoric mound in Bronson Park. Like other mounds in 

Illinois, Missouri, Wisconsin, and Tennessee, the Bronson Park mound is so obscured 

you might not guess it was molded, centuries ago, by human hands. The Bronson Park 

mound was excavated in the mid-19th and mid-20th centuries, though “excavation” 

may suggest a higher degree of care than was likely applied. As was the case almost 

everywhere, mounds were haphazardly spaded by amateur archaeologists and, one might 

say, insulted. 

An unkinder insult, however, has been the reluctance of archeologists to recognize 

that such mounds were the work of American Indians, who were thought to lack the 

architectural acumen to develop such grand structures. Indeed, after the collapse of this 

continent’s first cities—due to environmental or political pressures, European diseases or 

destructive economics—native peoples were marched to reservations or else they fled to 

safety elsewhere, leaving their huge cities to blend into the landscape.

And the mounds they left behind are everywhere.

There’s actually a cluster of Indian mounds a few miles from our Oak Park home; 

they’re to be found, though heavily obscured, in Forest Home Cemetery. There, the 

ground contains well-known figures from American history, like Billy Sunday, Emma 

Goldman, and a few Hemingways. The Indian mounds, however, are much less well-

known, ignored and largely invisible. If you didn’t know where to look for them, you 

Part of the Cahokia system of mounds 

outside St. Louis. Cahokia was the 

largest pre-Columbian metropolis 

north of the Rio Grande, abandoned in 

the 13th century.

Indian mound at Pinson Mounds State 

Archaeological Park

Easy to miss, even 

though it is the 

largest intact 

thunderbird effigy in 

the state of Illinois, 

outside Galena

Near Earle, Arkansas, this Indian mound is 

on the site of Casqui, the central village in an 

interconnected community of some 20 villages.
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our part of North America, however, ancient peoples built structures not of rock but of 

earth, which over time tends to slump into the landscape. 

Though significantly slumped, many mounds remain, like the one at Parkin 

Archeological Park in Earle, Arkansas, which was once the site of Casqui, the central 

village in an interconnected community of 20 or so smaller villages. Casqui was visited 

by Hernando de Soto in 1541, causing the entire region to become what some historians 

call a “shatter zone”: a once relatively stable cultural ecosystem that broke apart after the 

introduction of guns and the European slave trade. As part of the Columbian Exchange, 

people killed each other faster and for reasons of commerce.

Ancient peoples in these regions successfully cultivated corn and other crops that 

enabled them to stabilize, develop social hierarchies, and build huge urban centers, like 

the one at Cahokia outside St. Louis, the largest pre-Columbian metropolis north of the 

Rio Grande. Cahokian mounds functioned as temples, burial sites and residences, all 

abandoned in the 13th century. At its peak, Cahokia sprawled over six square miles, with 

120 mounds and around 40,000 people. In the 20th century, many of Cahokia’s mounds 

were bulldozed, as were those in St. Louis, once called “Mound City” for its numerous 

and now mostly leveled structures.

Early 2015, outside Galena, Illinois, we walked around the largest intact thunderbird 

effigy in Illinois, created of molded earth perhaps a thousand years ago by people of the 

Woodland Culture. If you were not alerted that this was an Indian mound, you’d likely 

walk right past it; it’s largely invisible.

Mounds are easy to miss. Outside Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin, a farmer named Gary 

Henschel showed us around a mound discovered accidentally on his property by his 

wouldn’t notice them.

I first read the poems of Stanley 

Kunitz in a K poetry class.  His poem 

“The Mound Builders” was sent to me 

recently (see excerpt on page 34 or 

better yet, find and read the  

entire poem).

We don’t know the names of all the 

tribes that lived here millennia before 

a city was called Kalamazoo, a name 

perhaps derived from “Ke-kanaamazoo,” 

“boiling pot” in Potawatomie. Or 

perhaps it means something entirely 

different in Miami or Ojibwa. No one 

can say for sure.

What’s certain is that centuries  

ago people lived in what’s now  

called Kalamazoo. Traces of these 

vanished people can still be found, 

everywhere. You just sometimes must 

strain to see them.
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“Action research is my thing!” said Kiran Cunningham ’83, professor of anthropology 

at Kalamazoo College and recipient of the 2015 Florence J. Lucasse Fellowship 

for Excellence in Scholarship. The award is the highest tribute bestowed by the 

Kalamazoo College faculty, and it honors the recipient’s contributions in creative 

work, research and publication. Cunningham is the 27th person in the College’s 

history to receive the award. 

“I like to work with interesting people to create social and institutional change,” 

she continued. “I move around with my bag of goods, and I settle for a while in 

communities or projects where I am invited, and move when the work is done or my 

involvement in the project is no longer necessary or relevant. Hopefully, new practices 

and ways of thinking about things have taken hold. My bag of goods has also been 

enriched with more finely honed tools and new knowledge co-generated with those 

with whom I’ve been working.” In her lecture at the award ceremony, Cunningham 

described two strands of action research in which she’d been involved the previous 

year in Uganda. Work on both required “pulling just about everything out of that 

bag of goods. In the process of using the bag’s contents, I appreciated once again the 

collaborations behind each item.” 

In Uganda Cunningham worked with the Peace and Conflict Studies (PCS) 

program at Makerere University and with Advocates Coalition for Development and 

Environment (ACODE). She helped incorporate experiential learning into the PCS 

curriculum at Makerere, and with ACODE she helped create specific tools Ugandan 

citizens use to more effectively participate in their system of democratic governance. 

Action research is indispensable scholarship. It applies evaluative, investigative and 

analytical methods to solve an immediate problem, and its process is characterized 

by people working with each other in teams. Thus, collaboration was a key theme of 

Cunningham’s address, and she praised the many scholars with whom she works and 

has worked in research partnerships that span decades and continents. 

“Throughout this lecture I’ve highlighted the ways that my recent work at ACODE 

and Makerere drew upon work that I’ve done in collaboration with, and with the 

support of, many of you in this room. Thank you! Engaging in meaningful, productive 

work with good people who are dedicated to creating the structures and practices of a 

more equitable world is what it’s all about.”

Professor of Anthropology 

Kiran Cunningham (left) with 

friend, scholar and action 

research collaborator, Professor 

of Religion Carol Anderson. 

Cunningham and Anderson are 

the 2015 and 2013 recipients 

(respectively) of the Florence J. 

Lucasse Fellowship for Excellence 

in Scholarship, the prestigious 

faculty honor for contributions  

in research.

My favorite memories of Kalamazoo College 

happened, perhaps unsurprisingly, just after 

each quarter had ended. With finals complete, 

most faculty members would invite students to 

their homes to break bread and get to know each 

other in a more personal way. These informal and 

insightful dinners offered us a chance to build 

relationships with faculty and each other that 

would last a lifetime.

And that is what means the most to me: the 

sense of community I found at K. The faculty, 

advisors, coaches and staff do their very best to 

teach the value of diving into your passions and committing entirely to something. I 

remember teachers telling us repeatedly that we would get more out of our study abroad 

experiences if we lived and breathed the language and culture, and they were right. I’ve 

found this “you-get-out-what-you-put-in” philosophy to be true in the workplace as well. 

As a business owner, I look for passion in the people that I hire for my team. I know that I 

can trust Kalamazoo College graduates to strengthen our communities.

Kalamazoo College creates opportunities for young people to learn how to engage with 

one another and with the community around them. As alumni, we can help to make sure 

that these undergraduate learning experiences continue to be available. Our philanthropy 

enables positive change at K and around the world. Our philanthropy helps the students 

on campus today, and it will also create better and more engaged leaders tomorrow.

I consider myself fortunate to be able to serve my community using my time, my 

experience and my philanthropic gifts. As I get older I better understand the impact of my 

philanthropy. The more success I have, in business and in life, the more important it is 

for me to pay it forward in support of the K experience for all students. I encourage you to 

help enrich the Kalamazoo College community, and our own communities, one gift at 

a time. As K continues its legacy of making the world a better place, one student at a 

time, please join me in giving, as you are able, to the Kalamazoo College Fund.
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A Bag of Goods
(and the Communities of Scholars 
That Helped Create It)

Community!
 B Y  E D  M A M O U  ’ 0 0 

For Ed Mamou one of the  

most important values of  

Kalamazoo College is how it develops 

community building (and community 

responsibility) in its students, a value 

that continues long after graduation. 

Members of the K community helped 

Ed celebrate his wedding to Juliana 

Wilth (who was an exchange student at 

K during Ed’s senior year). Pictured are 

(l-r): Rebecca Weinhold ’00,  

Ira Lewis ’00, Aaron Podolner ’00, 

Aneesha (Balchandani) Arora ’00, 

Austin Gumbs ’99, Jeff Marinucci ’00, 

Juliana (Wilth) Mamou,  

Zach Schroeck ’00, Ed Mamou ’00, 

Kevin Nesburg ’00, and  

Andrew Schook ’00.
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The Directory: Now you can…

For the past few months the Alumni Association Executive Board has been working with a 
team of alumni and College staff to make many changes and improvements, creating better 
tools in our Alumni Directory so it is more useful and easier to navigate. 

Now you can search the directory for friends, classmates and other K alums via several 
different criteria, including: name, geographic location or radius, class year or range of class 
years, major, occupation, employer, study abroad site and Hornet sports affiliation.

Now you can search the directory using a map view to find people in your area or an area in 
which you are traveling or relocating (and you can always further narrow your search with 
the criteria specified above).

Now you can connect your LinkedIn profile to synchronize your information quickly and easily.

Now you can download electronic contact cards to your computer from directory listings to quickly update your address book. 

Now you can send a message to a group you searched for through the directory.

Now students can connect with you; you can choose what information you are willing to share with students, providing 
them an opportunity to find and connect with you.

How to help yourself and others

In order to get the most out of the directory, it is important that you keep your directory 
entry updated with your most current information.  The quality of the data in the system will 
help you to connect better with other alumni and students.

Here is what we need you to do. First, go to the directory at kzoo.edu/alumnidirectory. 
Second, log in to your account. (If you don’t know your username or password, you can click 
on the “Forgot ID/Password” link to retrieve it.) Third, click on the “Update Profile” link to 
edit or add to the information in your profile (and remember that you can synch up using 
your LinkedIn account to make it even easier).

It’s that simple! Remember to click on the “Update” button at the bottom of the screen to 
ensure your updates are saved.

When you change locations or jobs, be sure to go back into the system to add the new information to your profile,  
and take a moment to search for others with whom you may want to connect.

Your connections

We hope the new improvements to the Alumni Directory will help with networking, making 
connections, developing new friendships and sharing experiences through mentoring. Let us 
know about any social events that occur because of these connections.

Maybe you are the young attorney who has moved to LA and is looking to get job search 
advice from others in the legal profession in the area.

Perhaps you want to announce your first art gallery opening in New York to a group of 
alumni nearby.

It could be that you are looking to reminisce about the Hornet tennis experience from your 
senior year on campus and want to find others who were there, too.

However you want to connect with the College, we hope you will find the Alumni Directory a useful and easy-to-use tool. 

Tell us what you think

Is there anything else we can do to make connecting with other alumni (and students) easier? Email your Alumni 
Association Executive Board members at AAEB@kzoo.edu. 

BY JEFF MARINUCCI ’00, ALUMNI ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBER

Super-connector:
Kalamazoo College Alumni Directory

When you meet another Kalamazoo College alumnus or alumna, you 

feel an instant connection.

I’ve lived (and loved) this experience!  Throughout the years I have 

encountered K grads from many different classes whom I have met on 

campus (at Homecoming, networking events or through the alumni 

board), off campus at College-sponsored events (such as Hornet Happy 

Hours, regional gatherings or other special programs) and even a 

chance encounter at an art gallery in Miami. With many of these fellow 

Hornets I have developed great friendships or business relationships, 

and I’ve even found a couch on which to sleep when I missed an 

international flight!

In addition, I have made connections with many current K students 

through internships, campus visits and networking opportunities that 

have lasted beyond their graduation.

Wouldn’t it be nice if we had a way to reach into this incredible 

network of K grads and students from our own desktops?

Well, we have that tool—  

the Kalamazoo College Alumni Directory. 

It is a great way to find and stay in contact with old friends, meet 

new K friends later in life and network with both alumni and students.

®

Have you ever wondered if there are 

other K alumni living in your area?

Have you ever wanted to talk to other 

successful people in your field of work 

or study, or in a field of work or study 

that interests you?

Have you ever tried to find an old friend 

from study abroad or athletics?

We’ve got an Alumni Directory for that!  

And much more.
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Find a great liberal arts value; share a great liberal arts value. Commencement brings 

together family members who are fellow graduates as well. Pictured are (l-r): first 

row—Christopher Morris ’79, Alexandra Morris ’15, Maxine (Bailey) Bearss ’48 

(Alexandra’s grandmother), Clifford Mulder ’84, Philip Mulder ’15, Brenda (Hudson) 

Mulder ’84, Linda (Hudson) McCormick ’84, Katie Rowley Schultz ’88, Greg Schultz 

’88, Bob Schultz ’15, Hashem Akhavan-Tafti ’82, Sina Akhavan-Tafti ’13; second 

row—Andrew Mickus ’12, Emily Mickus ’15, Maureen (Wayward) Mickus ’81, 

Deborah Tilbury Shiemke ’82, Jim Gilmore ’83, Grace Gilmore ’15, Sherry Christy 

Gilmore ’83, Mojtaba Akhavan-Tafti ’15, Omid Akhavan-Tafti ’15; third row—Luke 

Winship ’15, John Lawless ’15, Jack Lawless ’83, Anastasia Shiemke ’12, Veronica 

Shiemke ’15, Carol Dunleavy-Chandler ’82, Emily Alworth ’12, Karen Larsen ’07, 

Royal Alworth III ’78, Angiola Gabriel ’13; back row—Bob Winship ’71, Adam 

McDowell ’15, Ralph McDowell ’83, Winston Jones ’15, Dr. Donald H. Jones ’81, 

Chris Shiemke ’82, Carter Chandler ’15, Colin Alworth ’07, Rachel Alworth ’15, 

Karen Bell Alworth ’78, Diana Gabriel ’15, and Mark Gabriel ’84. 

Some Kalamazoo College friends and their families 

made it a day at the beach at St. Joseph, Michigan. 

The adults pictured (l-r) are Miguel Aguirre, April 

Riker ’97, Karen Reed ’97, Michael Ejercito, 

Chris Altman ’97, Alexandra Foley Altman ’97, 

Paula Feddor Frantz ’97, Mark Frantz, Angela 

Pratt Geffre ’97 and Dan Geffre. And the kids 

(l-r) are Santiago Aguirre; Felicity, Sierra and Dante 

Ejercito; Maeve Altman; Max and Ryan Frantz; and 

Connor Geffre. The dog is Ramona Ejercito. Photo 

courtesy of Michael Ejercito

1 9 7 0
Fred Taschner retired from Chemical Abstracts 

Service after 41 years of employment. He and 

his wife Gail (retired from Capital University, 

Columbus, Ohio), plan to travel and follow Ohio State University’s men’s and women’s golf teams. Gail 

works for the local BREAD (Building Responsibility, Equality, And Dignity) organization. Fred plans to 

catch up on home projects and re-read the public library’s science fiction collection.

1 9 7 2
A book by Cliff Van Eaton has been 

named a finalist in the 2015 Royal 

Society of New Zealand Science Book 

Prize. Manuka: The Biography of an 

Extraordinary Honey is the ’rags-to-

riches’ tale of how a piece of scientific 

serendipity turned an unwanted honey 

into a ground-breaking medicine. Cliff 

is a well-known writer on beekeeping 

subjects and is co-author of two books 

on bee diseases. For more than 30 years 

he worked as a beekeeper adviser in 

New Zealand, and he has also assisted 

beekeepers in countries as diverse as the 

Solomon Islands, Uruguay and Vietnam. 

Jon Grier was recently cited with two awards: an Artist Fellowship in Music Composition (bestowed 

by the South Carolina Arts Commission) and the Carl Blair Award for Commitment to Arts Education 

(given by the Greenville Metropolitan Arts Council.) Jon has been teaching music theory and history at 

the Greenville Fine Arts Center, a magnet high school of the arts, since 1988. 

ZooBits
K  F A M I L I E S

H O R N E T S  O N  T H E  B E A C H
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1 9 7 7
Clint David merged the law firm he founded as a sole practitioner 30 years ago, David & 

Goodman, with the national law firm of Fox Rothschild LLP. The merger was effective 

October 1, 2014. The merger with Clint’s firm marks Fox’s first entry into the Lone Star 

State. Clint has joined the firm as an equity partner, the managing partner of the Dallas 

office and a member of the firm’s executive committee.

1 9 7 9
Paul Mighion, D.D.S., received the Academy of General Dentistry (AGD) Mastership 

Award during the AGD 2015 annual meeting, which took place this past June in San 

Francisco. The Mastership Award is the AGD’s highest honor and one of the most 

respected designations within the profession. To earn this award, Paul completed more 

than 1,100 hours of dental continuing education. As a Mastership Award recipient, Paul 

joins more than 2,200 active AGD Masters who have gone above and beyond the basic 

requirements to care for their patients’ oral health.

1 9 8 3
Stevensville Lakeshore High School history teacher Chuck Jager “followed the founders,” 

so to speak, with his cross-state bicycle journey last June. His path traced the route of 

the old Territorial Road—from Detroit to Lake Michigan—the way pioneers traveled 

west in the territory in the 1830s, about the time Kalamazoo College was founded as the 

Michigan and Huron Institute. Chuck rode for five days, travelling about 40 miles a day, 

to complete the 200-mile trip from Detroit to Benton Harbor. “I was originally interested 

because I lived on Territorial Road,” said Chuck. “I am also involved in the Morton House 

Museum in Benton Harbor, which has a stone in front of it marking the end of the Territorial 

Road. It was a great adventure to retrace as much of the old road as I could find.”

1 9 8 6
Jacquelyn Scott, principal lecturer and honors faculty fellow at Barrett, the Honors 

College at Arizona State University, has received the 2015 Arizona State University 

Centennial Professorship. Created by the Associated Students of ASU, the award 

recognizes exceptional teaching, leadership and community engagement. Last 

year, the ASU Commission on the Status of Women awarded Scott its Outstanding 

Contribution and Achievement Award for her longstanding commitment to 

mentoring, diversity and inclusion. 

1 9 9 6
Consuelo Hernandez Mainier and her husband, Stéphane, announce the birth of their 

son.  Étienne was born on February 4, 2015, in Houston Texas. Consuelo earned her 

bachelor’s degree in mathematics and studied abroad in Tokyo, Japan.

1 9 9 8
Aaron Maurice Saari became the first ordained 

minister to marry a same-gender couple in 

Dayton, Ohio. Aaron, who majored in religion 

at K, is pastor at First Presbyterian Church of 

Yellow Springs and multifaith campus minister 

at Sinclair Community College. At K he studied 

abroad in Rome, Italy. He is earning his  

doctorate in intercultural studies at United 

Theological Seminary. 

1 9 9 9
Mellany Flynn and her husband, Lee, announce the birth of their second child, Nathan 

Daniel Rowton. Nathan was born on August 16, 2014. He is pictured with big brother 

Matthew, and both boys dressed formally for the shot.

2 0 0 5
Julia (Morillo) Fredrickson and her husband, Kyle Fredrickson ’00, welcomed their 

daughter Maia Victoria Fredrickson on January 7, 2015. Julia does marketing and 

community management for Disney Interactive and loves being surrounded by Marvel 

and Star Wars characters as part of her daily job. Kyle is a commercial property manager 

and enjoys bike riding around the gorgeous Bay Area on his time off. They have been 

living in California for three years, and they love it, especially the weather in winter and 

not having to shovel their car out of piles of snow.

Theresa (Horn) Horowitz received her bachelor’s degree in psychology at K and her 

M.S.W. from Washington University in St. Louis. She is a social work clinical leader at 

Northwestern Medicine in Chicago. Theresa became certified as a treatment specialist 

in diverse populations and works with the most complex cases within the hospital. 

She has 10 years of experience in direct practice with mental health and health care, 

with expertise in crisis management, solution-focused therapy, severe mental illnesses, 

diverse populations and trauma. She has presented at national conferences and webinars 

discussing innovative social work models for healthcare, and she recently published 

an article in the journal Collaborative Case Management that introduces a new team-

based model for managing difficult cases within a hospital setting. She has taught 

undergraduate psychology courses for five years as an adjunct professor in addition to 

social work practice. She and Justin Horowitz have been together for 14 years. They have 

been married for more than five years.

Chuck Jager at the end of his 

200-mile bike ride, at the 

Morton House Museum in 

Benton Harbor.

Matthew and

 Nathan Rowton

Aaron Saari (left), pictured in an older 

photo with his brother Stephen Allison, 

who passed away in 2002. Stephen was 

a K alum, a member of the class of 1995.
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Dick Stavig

‘ W E ’  I N S T E A D  O F  ‘ T H E Y ’

Joe Brockington, Ph. D., associate provost for international 

programs at Kalamazoo College, died on August 12, 2015. In 

addition to his post in the Center for International Programs (CIP), 

Brockington also served as professor of German language and 

literature. 

He earned his B.A., M.A. and Ph.D degrees from Michigan State 

University, and began his career at Kalamazoo College in 1979 

as an instructor in the German department. During his 35-year 

career at K Brockington served in several roles in the CIP before 

being named associate provost in 2000. He was recognized 

internationally as a safety and risk management expert in study 

abroad programming. During his career he served in various 

positions of NAFSA: Association of International Educators, 

including chair of the Section on U.S. Students Abroad and 

member of the International Education Leadership Knowledge 

Committee. He also served as a member of the founding board of 

the Forum on Education Abroad, the Association of International 

Education Administrators. Brockington published and presented 

numerous papers on modern German literature as well as a variety of study abroad topics, including 

orientation and re-entry, international programs administration and campus internationalization. He led 

best practices workshops in legal and risk management issues and co-edited the third edition of NAFSA’s 

Guide to Education Abroad for Advisers and Administrators.

“Joe interacted with generations of K students,” said President Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran, “and 

increased their opportunities for independent research and service learning abroad. He was a faithful 

advocate for international students at K, working with colleagues to ensure a full and productive K 

educational experience. Joe significantly expanded K’s reputation as a leader in study abroad and 

international programming. He will be missed by many in the K family and throughout the world.”

In the fall of 2008 Kalamazoo College celebrated its 50th anniversary of sending students abroad. 

Brockington devoted his career to that important educational tradition. Some 80 percent of K students 

have studied in programs ranging from China and Japan to India and Israel; from Kenya and Senegal 

to Ecuador, Costa Rica, Chile and Mexico. Their options have included European programs in Greece, 

Hungary, Denmark, Italy and England as well as the opportunities that have continued (since the 

program’s origins) in France, Spain and Germany. Most students study in a foreign language and 

live with host families. And most participate in an Individualized Cultural Research Project that 

requires them to get out into a community, participate in a service project and write a report about the 

experience. All of that is part of the legacy of Joe Brockington. “The goal,” he once said, “is to help the 

student look at other cultures, other peoples, and say ‘we’ instead of ‘they.’” 

Richard T. Stavig, Ph.D., died 

on Sunday, Easter morning, 

April 5, 2015. He was 87 years 

old. During his tenure at 

the College, Professor Stavig 

established his legacy in several 

areas. Generations of students 

remember him for his inspired 

teaching, careful scholarship, 

preparation and dedication to 

excellence. Colleagues at home 

and abroad owe a great deal to his 

skills as a gifted administrator. 

The College community benefits 

from the legacy of his high ethical 

and moral standards.

In 1955 Stavig began his 37-year 

career at Kalamazoo College as 

an assistant professor of English. 

Some 30 years later—in a speech 

he gave on Honors Day (October 

31, 1986) about the beginning 

of study abroad at Kalamazoo 

College—he described his 

feelings on being chosen to 

accompany the very first group of 

25 K students to experience three 

months of foreign study in the summer of 1958:

“Wonder of wonders, a thirty-year-old untenured assistant professor of English who had 

been at K only three years, who had never been to Europe, and whose oral language skills 

were minimal was selected to take the first group over [on the ship Arosa Star, departing 

from Montreal on June 17] and give them—what else could he give them–minimal 

supervision. Plans had been carefully made, but there was simply a lot we just didn’t 

know. We did know, however, that we were involved in a great adventure, an adventure 

that had tremendous implications for us and our college. And we knew we had the 

responsibility for making it work.”

That same year he accompanied the first group of students to study abroad Professor 

Stavig also was promoted to associate professor of English.

He became a full professor in 1963 and served in that capacity until his retirement from K 

in 1992. And he did much more. In 1962—the year the K-Plan launched as the College’s 

curriculum—Professor Stavig became K’s first director of foreign study. In this role he 

established procedures and goals that are still valid today. Five years later he was named 

dean of off-campus education. He served in both of those posts until 1974.

In 1982, Stavig was awarded the Florence J. Lucasse Fellowship for Excellence in 

Teaching, the highest honor for pedagogy, and one conferred by his faculty colleagues. 

Stavig’s speech accepting the award is a study in keen and humble insight into the art 

of teaching. In it, he shares 11 observations about the profession of college professor. 

Among those observations one finds these favorites: “2) Education is life for the students, 

teachers and others who are engaged in it. Each of us should, therefore, seek to provide 

pleasure, satisfaction, rewards and a sense of worth for all those who participate; 5) 

Anyone who claims to understand completely what happens in the classroom is either a 

fool or a liar. Each class, each day, is inevitably a new adventure. Sometimes everything 

clicks and the world is beautiful; sometimes, for whatever reasons, nothing works, and 

one wonders what sins could possibly have earned such punishment; and 7) The longer 

I teach, the less concerned I am with supplying good answers and the more concerned I 

am with asking good questions.”

Rightly considered one of the founders of the K-Plan, Professor Stavig loved, believed in 

and advocated for the educational leaps that result from foreign study. He credited study 

abroad in large part to the vision of his friend, English department colleague, and fellow 

K-Plan architect, Larry Barrett, who also died on an Easter morning. “Larry Barrett saw 

foreign study as a unique opportunity for us to experiment and innovate,” said Stavig, 

“to see if a boldly different kind of educational experience could be made to work. And 

he wanted this because he always wanted education simply to be better for the students.” 

And so, too, did the man who wrote those words about his friend.

G R E A T 

A D V E N T U R E R

Joe Brockington
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I N  M E M O R Y

Harriett Plasterer Lindsey ’36 died on February 2, 2015, at the age of 99. She began her 

studies at Kalamazoo College in January of 1933. She majored in English and became 

president of her sorority, Alpha Sigma Delta. During 1935 and 1936 she was editor of  

the Index. She earned straight A’s, completing her degree in three years. Harriett worked 

as a newspaper reporter on the Ionia Sentinel, then edited for the textbook division of 

Harcourt, Brace & Company in Chicago before moving to Hollywood, California, where 

she met and married Ben Lindsey. Subsequently, she wrote articles for the East Whittier 

Review and became active in church and community affairs.

Lloyd Spencer Burns Jr. ’50 died on February 19, 2014. He earned his bachelor’s degree 

at K in physics. He spent two years in the U.S. Army Chemical Corps. After his service 

Lloyd worked as an engineer for General Electric’s nuclear energy division in San Jose, 

California, for 37 years (as well as another 10 years after he retired). He was very active 

in church, as a Sunday school teacher and church leader. He loved to travel and spent 

time visiting Europe, Mexico, Fiji, New Zealand and Australia. He loved bike riding and 

completed several 100-mile tours. He also loved to sail, and he spent every Friday night 

from April through September racing with the Berkeley Yacht Club on San Francisco Bay. 

Carl Finch ’58 died at home after a very short illness on January 30, 2015. Carl retired 

from IBM in 1987 after working there for 26 years. At K he earned his bachelor’s degree 

in mathematics. He received a master’s degree (mathematics) from the University of 

Wisconsin (1961) and a second master’s degree (counseling psychology) from Santa Clara 

University (1988). Carl valued his time as a volunteer at Suicide and Crisis in Santa Clara 

County, and in 1984 he won an achievement award for his work there from the Volunteer 

Center of Santa Clara County. He also spent many hours as a volunteer counselor 

working with both the victims and perpetrators of sexual abuse cases. Carl and his 

wife, Patricia (Cooper) Finch ’58, moved to Oregon in 2002, and he thoroughly enjoyed 

working outside on his 25 acres and being with his family.

Gerald F. Tompkins ’61 died on January 7, 2014, from bladder cancer. He earned his B.A. 

at K in sociology and went on to get two master’s degrees. He enjoyed a long career at The 

Upjohn Company.  When he retired (1996) he was able to indulge his hobby of collecting 

and selling antiques and collectibles. Jerry and his wife, Jane, moved to Boulder, 

Colorado, to be near their sons. They were married for 52 years.

Doug Gunnison ’66 died on May 14, 2015, of complications from heart arrhythmia. He 

passed away at home under hospice care. Doug earned his degree from K in biology.

David Kyvig ’66 died unexpectedly on June 22, 2015, from complications of diabetes. 

David was a Distinguished Research Professor of History at Northern Illinois University 

(DeKalb). He was a prominent and prolific scholar of 20th century U.S. history who wrote 

nearly a dozen books and numerous journal articles, several book chapters and countless 

encyclopedia entries. He came to Kalamazoo College from Muskegon, Michigan, and 

cited the lasting influence on his life and career of several key professors: Wen Chao 

Chen (who also served as his faculty advisor), John Peterson (whose specialty was African 

history), and Ivor Spencer (U.S. history). David spent his career service quarter working 

in the office of Michigan Senator Philip Hart during the middle of the debate on the Civil 

Rights Act of 1964. He studied abroad in Muenster, Germany. His Senior Individualized 

Project (which focused on the U.S. Senate during the “100 Day Session” of President 

Franklin Roosevelt’s first term) immersed him into primary historical research, and he 

loved it. After graduating with his B.A. in history (cum laude), David earned a Ph.D. in 

American history from Northwestern University. He began his college teaching career 

in 1971 at the University of Akron. In 1999 he joined the faculty at Northern Illinois. 

He also taught as a Fulbright Fellow at the University of Tromso in Norway (1987-88) 

and was a resident fellow at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars. The 

majority of David’s research and writing focused on the U.S. constitutional amendment 

process. His book Explicit and Authentic Acts: Amending the U.S. Constitution, 1976-1995 

earned the Bancroft Prize, the most prestigious book-publishing accolade for American 

history. More recently he published the highly regarded book The Age of Impeachment: 

American Constitutional Culture Since 1960. David was the subject of a LuxEsto story 

(Spring 2002) in which he cited the fundamental importance of history, “how looking 

at the past can be useful in coming to terms with contemporary moments, particularly 

moments of crisis.” He attributed his appreciation for that insight to his experiences at 

Kalamazoo College. “K,” he said, “took a provincial kid from West Michigan and exposed 

him to the possibilities of life. Working in Washington, D.C., going abroad, being 

surrounded by so many bright people, new ideas, new ways of looking at things—and 

discovering that I could hold my own in that environment—instilled a confidence in me 

that I could handle new experiences.” David’s widow, Christine Worobec, has established 

the “Dr. David Kyvig ’66 Memorial Scholarship for the Study of History” at K. Alumni, 

classmates and friends are invited to contribute.

Dan Laskoski ’71 died unexpectedly on July 1, 2015, at his home in Santa Rosa, 

California. Dan matriculated to Kalamazoo College from Muskegon, Michigan. 

He majored in political science, studied abroad in Muenster, Germany, and was an 

outstanding point guard for the Hornet basketball team. He earned an M.B.A. from 

Pepperdine University in 1980. Dan was an avid golfer, a sports enthusiast, a world 

traveler and a successful entrepreneur. He is survived by his wife, two children, a 

grandchild, three sisters and many other family members.
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Alfredo Ramon

Donna (Kaczmarek) Ritchie ’73 died on July 14, 2015, surrounded by family and 

friends. She matriculated to Kalamazoo College from Beverly Hills, Michigan, and 

graduated with a degree in English. She did her career service at the Otter Lake 

Conservation School (Greenfield, New Hampshire) and studied abroad in Erlangen, 

Germany. After graduating from K she earned a master’s degree in education at the 

University of Michigan and worked as an elementary school teacher and reading 

consultant in the Anchor Bay school district for more than a decade. In 1986 she and 

Scott Ritchie married, and they were together for nearly 29 years. Their daughter,  

Emma Elizabeth, was born in 1988. Donna was an avid and passionate reader. She also 

enjoyed gardening, music, travel, being outdoors and visits with her daughter. 

Alfredo Ramon, who taught 

generations of Kalamazoo College 

students from l958 to l996 in K’s 

foreign study program in Madrid, 

Spain, passed away on January 30, 

2015, at the age of 92. A professional 

painter, inspiring teacher and genial 

lecturer, Alfredo embodied in his 

work and personality the history, 

spirit, culture and character of Spain. 

He was an artist of great versatility 

who worked in a variety of media and 

subjects, from portraits to landscapes 

to street scenes. He also worked in diverse artistic areas such as restoration, stage and 

costume design and poster painting. In the words of one of Madrid’s dailies reporting 

his death, he is perhaps best known for his street scenes of old Madrid, which captured 

its soul and spirit and made of him a chronicler of the visual history of his adopted city. 

A master teacher, he conveyed to his Kalamazoo College students and other American 

students the essence of Spain, past and present, through its artistic treasures. His classes 

in the Prado brought to life the glories of a Goya or Velasquez; a trip with him to Toledo 

resurrected the days of the Christian Kings and El Greco. He received numerous prizes 

and honors, and the list of his one-man shows dates from l955 to 2015. His works 

are a part of permanent public and private collections in Spain and abroad, including 

Kalamazoo, where he was well known as a visiting professor and visitor at the College. 

Ramon was an esteemed colleague and a loyal and true friend of Kalamazoo College and 

its students, whose contributions to the College and its students reach back to K’s first 

program in Madrid in l958. In recognition of his achievements and role in the life of the 

College, he was awarded the degree Doctor of Fine Arts by Kalamazoo College in 1991. 

(Obituary by Joe Fugate, director emeritus of foreign study)

Two Generations: Twice the Power
B Y  H I L L A R Y  T E A G U E ,  

A S S O C I A T E  D I R E C T O R  O F  A D M I S S I O N

Last April, mother and daughter Kalamazoo College graduates Mary Bowe ’81 and 

Alice Bowe ’13 represented Kalamazoo College at the Saline (Mich.) High School 

College Fair. Mary is an active member of the Alumni Admission Volunteer (AAV) 

program and decided to invite Alice (in graduate school at nearby University of 

Michigan) to the Saline event.

“I had a blast,” said Alice. Both women agreed that having someone behind 

a college fair table who is close in age to high school students puts students at 

ease. Alice, a biology major, answered questions about a variety of departments, 

relying on the experiences of classmates and close friends who represent a 

variety of majors. She also talked about the transition from high school to college 

and specifically about moving from Saline High School (which she attended) to 

Kalamazoo College. 

Parents of the prospective students deeply appreciated Mary’s presence at the 

fair. She provided a glimpse of what it’s like to be a parent of a K student—or, in 

her case, two K students. Mary’s younger daughter, Grace ’15, graduated last June.

The best part of the college fair, said Mary, was “listening to Alice speak so 

enthusiastically and articulately about her experience at Kalamazoo College.” 

For more information about the Alumni Admission Volunteer (AAV) program 

or to refer a student to the admission department, please visit kzoo.edu/aav. 
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The liberal arts can connect strangers who connect other strangers across time and 

distance. A foreign study student attending Kalamazoo College in the early 1970s forges 

a strong relationship with his academic advisor. More than 40 years later that retired 

advisor introduces his former student to the College’s assistant professor of Japanese. Old 

friendship; new friendships. Here’s the story.

In the 1970-71 academic year Satoshi Takata, a senior at Doshisha 

University in Kyoto, studied abroad at Kalamazoo College. At that 

time Professor Emeritus of Mathematics George Nielsen served as the 

College’s foreign student advisor (more on the back story behind that 

assignment in a moment).

Nielsen and Takata met formally to register for classes and often got 

together informally. They became friends, so much so that years later, on a 

trip to the United States during the summer of 2014, following a long and 

successful career in journalism, Takata made sure that Kalamazoo College 

and George Nielsen were on his itinerary. That itinerary also included a stop in Boston, 

where Takata reunited with his roommate at K, Terry Aladjem, who later transferred to 

Antioch College and today teaches at Harvard University.

Takata spent a weekend with Nielsen, one that included a tour of campus. By 

chance Nielsen included in the tour the second floor of Dewing Hall, where Noriko 

Sugimori, assistant professor of Japanese, happened to be at work in her office. 

Introductions were made; Takata was gratified that K had a Japanese program; and 

Sugimori joined Nielsen, Takata, and Takata’s partner, Mari, for dinner that evening. Old 

friendship; new friendships. Nielsen became better acquainted with Sugimori. Later that 

year, during an autumn trip to Tokyo, Sugimori stayed with Takata and his partner in 
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A return to K in 

2014: Satoshi 

Takata (left) and 

George Nielsen
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Liberal Arts Serendipity

“It was 

the greatest 

adventure of my 

life.”



“Sato, do you remember? Hanging out in 

our room in Hoben Hall, messing around 

and doing kendo together with all of our 

friends? That was a great time.”

My nickname is Sato. And the 

speaker was my former roommate at 

Kalamazoo College, Terry Aladjem. Terry 

lives in Cambridge, Massachusetts, and 

I had not seen him in 45 years, until my 

visit in August of 2014.

“Yeah, that’s right,” I reply.  

“We tied up newspapers and used the window shade roller as swords,  

didn’t we?”

His long hair, reminiscent of the Beatles, was now gone. As for me, 

my once ample head of black hair was now pure white and beginning to 

thin. Despite our aging, Terry, who teaches at Harvard University, and I, 

a journalist and college lecturer, were easily able to recall the days of our 

youth, and we talked with bright eyes about our memories of K. Terry was an 

18-year-old freshman, and I was 22, a senior at Doshisha University studying 

abroad at Kalamazoo College.

One time my parents, thinking 

I must be missing Japan, sent me 

some of my favorite foods, including 

dried cuttlefish. Terry put the dried 

cuttlefish right in his mouth and 

tried to eat. I will never forget such a 

striking example of culture shock.

“At the time,” Terry grins, “I 

thought, ‘No matter how hungry I 

might be, I’d rather die from hunger 

than eat that.’ I wouldn’t eat it, 

even after you explained to me that 

Japanese children chew it like gum.” 

Nevertheless, he looks a little nostalgic 

as he says these words.

Memories are never exhausted. On a snow day in winter the 

students enjoyed sledding through the trees and down the quad from 

Stetson Chapel, using trays taken from the cafeteria. Instead of “sledding” 

they called it “traying.” Some teased me, yelling “What a chicken!” 

because I shied away, worried I would hit a tree. One weekend night, 

because I was 22, I went down to the store with my passport to buy beer 

for my K friends who were not of legal age to purchase alcohol. They were 

very grateful and thanked me a lot.

I owe these unforgettable memories to my foreign exchange advisor 
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Like a Dream  
(Study Abroad at K)
B Y  S A T O S H I  T A K A T A

their condominium.

Call it K serendipity—similar to the way Nielsen came to be foreign 

student advisor, a post he held for some 20 years. His qualification: a six-

month around-the-world journey he made in 1968—”the greatest adventure 

in my life,” he says. It included a visit to Denmark (Nielsen has family roots 

there), proceeded through Europe, crossed the Mediterranean to Egypt, and 

then to Israel (via Cyprus because one couldn’t get to Israel from Egypt at 

the time), to Iran, and then to India (where Nielsen spent an entire month). 

Thereafter came sojourns to Thailand, Cambodia, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Japan, 

Hawaii and then home. Some places that he would have liked to visit—

mainland China and the U.S.S.R—were closed to Americans at the time. And 

the Vietnam War precluded a visit to that country.

K serendipity, indeed. Without that Jules Verne-like adventure in 1968, 

Nielsen may never have met Satoshi Takata three years later, nor would 

Sugimori and Takata have met more than 40 years after that.

Satoshi Takata in 

Hoben Hall in 1970, 

when he was on study 

abroad at Kalamazoo 

College

Terry Aladjem, 

Satoshi’s 

roommate in 

Hoben Hall

George Nielsen’s warm guidance. As I 

studied hard, even on the weekends, 

to overcome the language handicap, 

he advised me not to keep myself 

too busy, so that I could enjoy my 

year-long experience as a visiting 

international student. 

During my visit in August 2014 he 

came to pick up my partner and me at 

the Kalamazoo airport. He welcomed us 

to his home and served a home-cooked 

meal. He still wore the same gentle smile 

I remember from my student days.

Back then, studying abroad 

was a rare and valuable experience. 

Fortunately I received a Japanese 

scholarship that covered travel, tuition 

and living expenses. My experiences 

studying abroad at K opened up my 

perspective and inspired me to become 

a journalist. After returning home I 

joined Kyodo News and later became a 

Beijing correspondent and the Shanghai 

bureau chief. Today I work as a freelance 

journalist and teach modern history and 

Chinese at a university.
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The Ant on Aldebaran
“What K did was reawaken the possibility of my childhood dreams,” says Rob Dunn ’97, 

pictured in his senior year with his classmate (and, later, his wife) Monica Sanchez ’97 

when they were in Ecuador working on their Senior Individualized Projects. The College’s 

combination of liberal arts and experiential journey helped foster the wide ranging curiosity 

that ponders the possibility of arthropods on the bloodshot eye of Taurus. (See page 10)
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