
Hornets, Haklin hit 20-victory mark 
A pair of key injurie!> and the 

pressure of high expectations could not 
stop the Kalamazoo men's basketball 
team from recording a 20-win season 
for only the second time in school 
history. 

kalamazoo posted a 20-7 record 
during the 1993-94 campaign-the first 
time a Hornet squad has achieved that 
feat in over 70 years. The only other 
Kalamazoo team ever to reach that 
barrier was the 1921-22 squad, which 
went22-3. 

Under the direction of seventh
year coach Joe Haklin, Kalamazoo 
finished second in the Michigan 
Intercollegiate Athletic Association for 
the second straight year. The Hornets 
hadn't notched consecutive MIAA 
finishes that high since 1961-62 (tied 
for first) and 1962-63 (second). 

For the first time in the history of 
the MIAA Preseason Coaches' Poll, 
Kalamazoo was selected as the choice 
to capture the league title. Unexpect
edly, the Hornets took on the added 
burden of being the favorite. Instead of 
being the hunter, the Hornets were 
thrust into playing the role of the 
hunted. 

• Kalamazoo could well have lived 
up to the expectations if not for 
December injuries to junior starters 

Kalamazoo posted a 

20-7 record during the 

1993-94 campaign

the first time a Hornet 

squad has achieved that 

feat in over 70 years. 

Dean Woolcock and Tarik 
Lester. Lester, who was 
named to the All-MIAA team 
as a sophomore, missed 
nearly two months with a 
knee injury and did not 
return to the squad until the 
second round of league play. 

After eight league 
games, the Hornets appeared 
for a middle-of-the-pack 
finish with a 4-4 mark, but 
turned things around with 
four consecutive conference 
victories. According to 
Haklin, it was during this 
stretch run that the resolve of 
the team became evident. 
"There were several points in 
the season when this team 
could have gone into the 
tank, and this was certainly 
one of them," Haklin recalls. 
"However, our players were 
able to regroup. To fashion a 
20-win season-given the 
adversity we experienced
was a testament to the 
players' character." · 

e;uard Jon Njus averaged 16 points per game this 
season and broke school records for three-point field 
goals in a season (64) and career (158) .. Njus finished 
his playing career with 1,128 points, pla~ing him 11th 
on Kalamazoo's all-time scor.ing list. 

Kalamazoo continued its 
strong play in the MIAA postseason 
tournament. After defeating Adrian 
College in the opening round, 
Kalamazoo rallied from a 17-point 
deficit to defeat a Hope College team it 
had lost to twice during the regular 
season. The 67-62 win over Hope put 
Kalamazoo in the tournament finals for 
the second time in three years: 

Although the Hornets were 
defeated by Calvin College in the final, 
Kalamazoo entertained hopes of 
receiving an at-large bid to the 4Q-team 
NCAA Division III playoffs. The 
Hornets were one of eight teams in the 
nation with 20-win seasons who did 
not receive a Division III playoff berth. 

Kalamazoo was paced by leader
ship of seniors Jon Nj~s, Jeff 
VanderWiere, Bill Higgins and Corey 
Dean. Njus, a guard, had an outstand
ing final season and was named to the 
All-MIAA First Team for the second 
straight year. He is the first Hornet 
player to earn the honor twice since 
John Schelske did it in 1981 and 1982. 

Njus averaged 16 points per game 
this season and broke school records 
for three-point field goals in a season 
(64) and career (158). Named MIAA 
Player of the Week on January 24, Njus 
finished his Kalamazoo career with 
1,128 points, placing him 11th on the 

continued on page three 
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Women's basketball claims winning season 
The Kalamazoo College women's 

basketball team recorded a winning 
season in 1993-94, the third winning 
campaign in the history of the Hornet 
women's hoops program. 

Head coach Jim Hess concluded 
his transformation of the Hornet squad 
into a winning program in just three 
seasons before handing the reins to 
assistant coach Michelle Fortier (see 
related story on page three). 

Led by a strong four-senior 
contingent, Kalamazoo logged a 13-12 
record. The Hornets turned heads early 
in the season, but injuries and illness 
hurt the team, and they dropped their 
first three Michigan Intercollegiate 
Athletic Association contests. 
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Kalamazoo closed MIAA play with a 
flourish, however, winning four of its 
final five league contests. 

Kalamazoo's biggest victory of the 
season was a 47-42 triumph over 
defending league champion Calvin 
College. The Hornets nearly pulled off 
another upset, dropping a narrow 54-
52 decision to NCAA Division III 
playoff qualifier Alma College. 
Kalamazoo finished MIAA play with a 
6-6 record, tying Hope College for 
fourth place in the league standings. 

Seniors Lisa Vedmore, Sara Chase, 
Lesley Beebe and Amber Wujek were 
the cornerstones of the squad. 
Vedmore and Chase, both guards, 
sparked the offense with solid perim

eter shooting, combining to 
hit 108 of the team's 151 
three-point baskets. The 
triples added a new dimen
sion to the Hornet offense as 
Kalamazoo had connected on 
a total of just 36 three
pointers the previous season. 

Chase led the MIAA in 
three-point accuracy and was 
among the nation's leaders in 
that category, hitting 43.3 
percent (53 of 127) from 
beyond the arc. She was 
named the NCAA Division 
III Offensive Player of the 
Week after a remarkable 28 
point-showing in Kalama
zoo's win over Spring Arbor. 
In that contest, Chase made 
10 of 11 field-goal attempts, 
including six of seven from 
three-point range. 

Lisa Vedmore closed her career 
with 1,142 points to rank third 
on the all-time scoring chart 
and also set records for three
point baskets in a season (55) 

and career (140). In her final 
home appearance, Vedmore 
scored 34 points in an 83-78 
win over Saint Mary's College 
(Indiana). 

Forward Lesley Beebe was voted the 
team's MVP and finished her career in 
fifth place on Kalamazoo's all-time 
scoring list with 839 points. 

Co-captains Beebe and Wujek both 
earned their fourth letter with the 
squad and played integral roles. Wujek 
finished her playing days as one of the 
most durable Hornet players ever, 
tying Vedmore for the school record 
for career games played with 94 .. 

For the second straight year, 
Kalamazoo's leading scorer and 
rebounder was Sara Musser, a sripho
more forward who ave~aged 13.4 
points and 8.2 rebounds per game, and 
also led the squad in steals with 53. 
Musser was named to the All-MIAA 
First Team, becoming the first Hornet 
to take that honor since Heather 
Ramsey in 1990. Vedmore was named 
to the all-conference second team; 
Beebe and Chase were honorable 
mention selections. 

Musser is not the only talented 
player who will return next season. 
The Hornets will also count on sopho
mores Jill Wojewuczki and Carrie 
Graveel and first-year student Mary 
Helen bieget • 
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Fortier to lead Hornet women's basketbal l 
Michelle Fortier, who helped to 

guide the Kalamazoo College women's 
basketball team to its first winning 
season in five years, is the new head 
coach of the Hornet women's hoop 
program. Fortier takes over for Jim 
Hess, who resigned from the head 
coaching job after three seasons with 
the Hornets. 

Fortier has a strong basketball 
backgroun~, starting at point guard for 
four seasons (1989-93) with the NCAA 
Division I Western Michigan Univer
sity women's basketball squad. She 
ranks third on WMU's all-time career 
assist chart (467), and is fourth in 
career steals (136). Fortier was voted 
the team's most valuable player her 
junior season and was team captain 
during her junior and senior cam
paigns. She was recruited by Hess 
when he was head women's basketball 
coach at WMU, and became Hess' only 
freshman starter during his eight
season tenure with the Broncos. 

As a Kalamazoo College assistant 
coach during the 1993-94 season, 
Fortier scouted opposing teams and 
also served as the team's recruiting 
coordinator. She helped the Hornets to 

a 13-12 
overall 
record for 
Kalamazoo's 
first winning 
season since 
1988-89. 

Lyn 
Maurer, 
director of 
women's 
athletics at 

Michelle Fortier Kalamazoo, 
says Fortier 

has excellent credentials. "The 
women's basketball program has made 
great strides under Jim Hess, and we 
feel Michelle has the energy and ability 
to continue these positive strides," 
Maurer said. ''Michelle has an out
standing basketball background and 
will be a very positive addition to our 
head coaching staff." 

Hess, who is employed full-time as 
a real estate agent, said his sole reason 
for stepping down was to spend more 
time with his wife Jeanne and their two 
sons, Andrew, 9, and Kevan, 5. 

Jeanne Hess, who has served as an 
assistant coach to the Hornet women's 

Hornets, Hakl in hit 20-victory mark 

basketball program for the past three 
seasons, will continue in that capacity, 
handling mainly administrative duties. 
Jeanne will also continue to serve as 
Kalamazoo's head volleyball coach as 
well as a full-time instructor in the 
College's physical education depart
ment. 

In addition to her playing and 
assistant coaching experience, Fortier 
has taught at several summer basket
ball camps, including camps at WMU 
and Ohio State University. She also 
was a counselor for three summers at 
the All-State Girls Basketball Camp in 
Traverse City. Fortier, 23, is currently 
attending WMU and will receive a 
bachelor of science degree in math
ematics education in June. 

A native of Plymouth, Michigan, 
Fortier was a three-sport athlete at 
Plymouth-Canton High School. She 
was a three-time prep all-league 
selection in basketball, helped the 
soccer team to a state championship 
and served as a setter for the volleyball 
squac;i. Last fall, Fortier returned to 
Plymouth-Canton as an assistant coach 
to the girls' soccer team, which took 
second in the state. • 

school's all-time scoring 
list. 

VanderWiere, a 
center and the team 
captain, was named to 
the All-MIAA Second 
Team. He led Kalamazoo 
in rebounding (7.7 per 
game) and averaged 12.1 
poirtts per contest while 
setting a school record 
for season field-goal 
percentage, connecting 
on 65.6 percent (124 of 
189) of his shots. 
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According to coach joe Haklin, uro 
fashion a 20-wln season-given the 
adversity we experienced-was a 
testament to the players' character." 

VanderWiere was named 
the NCAA Division III Defensive Player of the Week by Don 
Hansen's National Basketball Weekly Gazette after earning MVP 
honors in the WQSN Holiday Classic for the second straight year. 
The Hornets defeated Rose-Hulman in the final, 80-54, and remains 
undefeated in six years of Holiday Classic play. • 
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Hornet men's swim team third in MIAA 
After capturing sixth place in 

NCAA Division III during the 1992-93 
season, the Kalamazoo men's swim
ming and diving team suffered some 
substantial off-season losses. Still coach 
Bob Kent hoped the 1993-94 campaign 
would be one in which the Hornets 
would "reload" rather than rebuild. 

While Kalamazoo was able to 
record its 24th consecutive winning 
season under Kent, the team did not 
quite live up to the veteran coach's 
expectations. The Hornets finished 
third in the Michigan Intercollegiate 
Athletic Association, marking the first 
time since league competition began 
that Kalamazoo did not take first or 
second place. 

the standings. "The people we had 
performed well, but we just ran out of 
soldiers," Kent remarked. "We didn't 
quite have enough bodies to get over 
the hump. It's important that we 
improve our team depth in future 
seasons." 

Kalamazoo was led by four Hornet 
swimmers who were named to the All
MIAA team. Junior Paul Blowers and 
sophomore Greg Raczniak both made 
the all-league squad for the second 
time, while sophomore Brian Miller 
and freshman Chuck Kemeny were 
first-time all-conference piCks. 
Raczniak successfully defended his 
league title in the 400-yard individual 
medley, while Miller took top honors 

· Matt Harrison, a versatile senior, placed among the top six swimmers in three events at 
this year's MIAA Championship Meet. 

Kalamazoo posted a 9-4 dual meet 
reeord, including a 3-2 mark within 
the MIAA. The Hornets' only league 
defeats were to league champion Hope 
College, which went on to take fifth 
place in NCAA Division III, and MIAA 
runner-up Albion College. Kalamazoo 
had a chance to pas!i Albion for second 
place in the overall standings at the 
MIAA Championship Meet, but the 
Hornets fell just short, compiling 634 
points to the Britons' 639. 

Kent says a lack of team depth 
kept the Hornets from moving up in 
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in the 200 breaststroke. Kemeny made 
a splash in his first season, capturing 
the league title in the 100 breaststroke. 

Raczniak, Miller and freshman 
diver Garth Miller were qualifiers to 
this year's NCAA Division III Meet, 
but Brian Miller was the only Hornet to 
score points, taking honorable mention 
All-America honors in the 100 breast
stroke with a 15th place finish. 

The good news for next year is that 
most of the team is returning, although 
the squad will still be relatively young 
with Blowers, a sprint freestyle 

specialist, the only senior. The biggest 
losses to graduation will be four-time 
letterwinners Grant Rickhoff, who 
holds the school record in the 200 
backstroke, and Matt Harrison. 
Kalamazoo will continue to be strong 
in the individual medley and breast
stroke events next year, but the 
Hornets will need help in the distance 
freestyle and butterfly races. 

Kent hopes he will have to do less 
juggling with his lineup next season. 
"We have a number of young swim
mers returning who have the potential 
to make significant contributions next 
year," Kent predicts, "The challenge is 
there, and we will see who responds." 

There is plenty of hard work to do 
if the Hornets are to return to the top 
of the league next season. Kalamazoo, 
which has won 17 titles in the 24 years 
that swimming and diving has been an 
MIAA sport will be out to win its first 
league championship since 1990. • 

Annual 'K' Hornet 
golf outing scheduled 
for June 20 

Make plans now to attend the 
Kalamazoo College Golf Outing, to be 
held JUne 20 at Pine View Golf Club in 
Three Rivers, Michigan. A noon 
shotgun start is pla~d for the outing, 
followed by a dinrter program during 
which the Kalamazoo College 1993- 94 
sports season will be reviewed. 

The evening program will also 
feature a tribute to the "K" Hornet 
Club ''Man of the Year," Kalamazoo 
College political science professo~ Don 
Flesche. Known as the "Voice of the 
Hornets," Flesche has long served as 
the public address announcer at 
various Hornet athletic contests. 

For details, call Pine View directly 
at (616) 279-5131. More information on 
this year's outing will be included in 
the next edition of the Hornet Herald. • 
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Young women's swim team shows promise 
In the same way you shouldn't 

judge a book by its cover, it wouldn't 
be fair to evaluate the Kalamazoo 
College women's swimming and 
diving season solely on the basis of 
wins and losses. 

True, the Hornets did register just 
three wins in 13 dual meets, which 
included just one win in five Michigan 
Intercollegiate Athletic Association 
duals. Many of the losses were close, 
however, and the Hornets figure to be 
much improved next season. 

Kalamazoo was very young in 
1993-94, with 13 first-year students on 
a roster of 18. Hornet head coach Lyn 
Maurer called the contingent her best 
recruiting class ever, and by season's 
end the youthful group had lived up to 
its reputation. Of the 302 points 
compiled by Kalamazoo at the MIAA 
Championship Meet, 250 were scored 
by first-year swimmers. 

Kalamazoo finished fourth at the 
MIAA meet and in doing so took 
fourth in the overall league standings, 
winding up ahead of an Albion 
College team which defeated Kalama
zoo in dual meet action. The Hornets 
nearly finished a place higher, scoring 
just three fewer P'9ints than third-place 
Calvin College at the league meet. 

"We were also fourth in the league 
last year, and we suffered some heavy 
graduation losses so for us to do as 
well in the MIAA this season is a good 
accomplishment," Maurer said. "Our 
freshman class has a lot of potential 
and should help us return to the upper 
echelon of the conference." 

The Hornet newcomers were led 
by first-year students Christine 
Mungall and Juliet Rivera, both of 
whom qualified for competition at the 
NCAA Division III Championships. 

Christine Mungall set new school records 
in the.1 00-yard butterfly on four 
occasions and was the only Hornet to be 
named to the AII-MIAA team. She also 
qualified formmpetitiori at the NCAA 
Division Ill Championships. 

Mungal! set new school records in the 
lOO~yard butterfly on four occasions 
and was the only Hornet to be named 
to the All-MIAA team while Rivera 
posted"impressive times in the sprint 
freestyle races. Mungall and Rivera 
also swam on teams that set new 
school marks in the 200 medley and 
200 freestyle relays. 

Other outstanding first-year 

Michelle Michael, a talented backstroke 
specialist, will serve as captain for the 
1994-95 season. 

students included breaststroke special
ist Jennifer Brown and individual 
medley swimmer Jennifer Korb. 
According to Maurer, both Brown and 
Korb have the potential to qualify for 
national competition. 

Senior co-captains Amy Lancaster 
and Melanie MacCormack set strong 
examples, although MacCormack 
missed a good portion of the season 
due to study commitments. Junior 
Michelle Michael, a talented backstroke 
specialist, will serve as captain for the 
1994-95 season. 

Maurer received plenty of help 
this season from assistant coaches 
Diana Danca and Heather Botsford. 
Danca handled many of the team's 
organizational duties while Botsford, a 
former two-time All-MIAA Hornet 
swimmer, was instrumental in helping 
Kalamazoo's young swimmers with 
their technique. 

Although MIAA competition has 
gotten markedly tougher in the last 
few years, Maurer thinks it is possible 
for her team to improve its standing. 
She anticipates another good recruiting 
class and with her first-year class a 
year older and wiser, the Hornets 
could be a force to contend with. • 
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Women's tennis season prt::view-

Women'S tennis to host NCAA championships 
Kalamazoo College's 1994 

women's tennis team will feature a 
lineup dominated by seniors, but 
youth could also be served as the 
Hornets look to capture a fifth con
secutive Michigan Intercollegiate 
Athletic Association championship. 

Jackie Aurelia, a three-time All
American and three-time league MVP, 
has a career singles record of 67-9 and 
looks to qualify for the NCAA Division 
III tournament for the fourth time in 
1994. She was ranked third in singles 
in the Intercollegiate Tennis Associa
tion Division III preseason poll. 

Aurelia's doubles partner, senior 
Billee Lightvoet, will play second flight 
singles. Aurelia and Lightvoet-a two
time All-MIAA First Team selection
could be tough to beat in doubles after 
posting a 20-1 record last season. 

Three other seniors-three-time 
letterwinners Alison Frye, Betsy 

Baseball season preview-

Hobbs, and Jenifer Holmes-are also 
ready for strong final seasons. Frye, a 
three-time All-MIAA pick, has held 
down the No. 3 singles slot in each of 
her previous seasons and is noted for 
her strong doubles play. 

Kalamazoo also has upperclass
men depth in juniors Stephanie Smith, 
who was league champion at No. 6 last 
season, and Sara Frier. Sophomore 
Rani Nanda could also be a key player. 

First-year players Eve Halderson, 
Christa Chrovian, and Stephanie 
Decker all have tournament experience 
and are capable of breaking into the 
starting lineup. Chrovian may be 
paired up in doubles with Frye, while 
Halderson may form a doubles combo 
with Hobbs. 

With six home dual meets, Kala
mazoo will see plenty of action at 
Stowe Stadium. The Hornets will host 
the MIAA Tournament April,29-30, 

and the NCAA Division III Champion
ships May 10-16. 

The Hornets are hoping to qualify 
for the national tournament for the first 
time since 1986, but to do so, Kalama
zoo will have to perform well at two 
key events: the Great Lakes Colleges 
Association tournament at DePauw 
University April1-2 and the Midwest 
Regionals. The GLCA field will be led 
by defending Division III champion 
Kenyon College and nationally-ranked 
Denison University. • 

Hornets playing an aggressive brand of baseball 
What the f994 Kalamazoo College 

baseball team lacks in experienceJ 
the Hornets hope to make up for 
in athletic ability. 

Kalamazoo suffered a 
number of key losses from 
last season's 11-15 squad, 
but the Hornets could have 
the tools necessary for 
another season of improve
ment, according to first-year head 
coach Mike Hinga. "At this point we 
don't know where a lot of people will 
be playing, but we do know that we 
play an aggressive brand of baseball," 
Hinga says. ''This team has an excel
lent work ethic and is anxious to start 
playing." 

The baseball squad has borrowed 
from other successful Hornet teams, 
including junior Clint Wagner, who is 
expected to be Kalamazoo's top power
hitting threat. Wagner, an All-MIAA 
First Team tailback in football last fall, 
batted .348 last year and led the team 
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in extra-base hits 
with eight. His 
brother, senior J.D. 
Wagner, is another 
all-conference 

performer in football 
who could help the 
squad as a pitcher. All
MIAA First Team 

senior quarterback Chris 
Herkimer will play his first 

season of collegiate 
baseball and could see 

action at first base. 
Another first-year performer is 

junior pitcher Andy Hobik, a basket
ball standout who can throw the 
baseball with velocity. 

Pitching could be a team strength, 
with juniors Manuel Rupe and Tiki 
Ghosh. Rupe, a southpaw, led the team 
in strikeouts last season, while Ghosh 
looks to improve his 1-2 record from 
1993 with better control. 

Others who saw pitching action 

last season include senior Dave Best 
and sophomore James Loher. Best 
returns to the mound after catching 
last season while Loher is one of the 
team's top offensive threats after 
batting .348 in 1993. First-year pitcher 
Derek Adams has looked good in early 
workouts and could see action as well. 

The outfield will be led by senior 
Jason Cotton, who is the team's only 
three-time letterwinner. The other two 
outfield slots were up for grabs early in 
the year. 

There are also a number of ques
tion marks around the infield, but 
there will be plenty of competition 
with 13 players on the roster capable of 
filling a spot. Loher and sophomore 
Jon Ichesco, who batted .391last 
season, are among the top returnees. 

Catching duties could go to 
freshman Jeff Pierce, although 
Herkimer, Best, and sophomore Nick 
Coutsos are capable of filling in behind 
the plate. • 
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Men's tennis season preview-

Kalamazoo defending MIAA, GLCA, NCAA titles 
Although it is Timon Corwin's 

first year as head coach of the 
Kalamazoo College men's tennis 
squad, experience should be a team 
strength in 1994. The Hornets have 
returned all but one starter from last 
season's NCAA Division III champion
ship squad. 

The player the Hornets lost is a big 
one-two-time Division III singles 
champ Lewis Miller-but the rest of 
the lineup is intact, so Kalamazoo 
figures to have a good chance at 
qualifying for national tournament 
play for the 19th consecutive year. 

"We have more depth than we did 
last year," Corwin says. "Six of the top 
seven players from last season are 
back, and they all have the NCAA 
tournament experience that they 
gained last spring." 

Corwin-a former Hornet tennis 
player and NCAA III singles champion 
in 1986-takes over from legendary 
coach George Acker, who retired in 
1993 after an outstanding 35-year 
career. Acker led Kalamazoo to seven 
national titles, including champion
ships in 1991, 1992, and 1993. 

Kalamazoo is ranked second in the 
Intercollegiate Tennis Association 

· preseason poll for Division III. The 
University of California-Santa Cruz, 
which has lost to the Hornets in each of 
the last three Division III finals, is the 
top-ranked squad. 

• In addition to keeping 
Kalamazoo's national qualifying streak 
alive, Corwin h9pes to maintain an 
even longer string. Kalamazoo has 
won 55 consecutive Michigan Intercol
legiate Athletic Association 
championships, a streak unrivaled by 
any amateur, high school, college or 
professional team in America. 

The Hornets will be led by tri
captains Seth Denawetz, Ryan 
Kaltenbach and Adam Afridi, all three 
of whom captured All-America honors 
last season. Denawetz, a senior who is 
ranked 12th in the IT A singles pre
season poll, played second flight 

singles in 1993 and owns a career 
singles mark of 60-11. Kaltenbach, a 
junior who is ranked 37th, posted a 26-
5 record at No. 3 singles last spring. 
Afridi, also a junior, was 11-1 in 
singles last year and made All-America 
in doubles with Denawetz while 
advancing to the national quarterfinals. 

Kalamazoo is ranked 

second in the 

Intercollegiate Tennis 

Association preseason 

poll for Division Ill. 

Other top returning players 
include senior Andy Alaimo and 
juniors Jason McKinney and Paul 
Bozyk. McKinney played fourth flight 
singles and made the All-MIAA First 
Team last season, while Alaimo and 
Bozyk were all-conference second
team picks. 

Among those expected to chal
lenge for playing time are first-year 
student Pat Noud, a two-time All-State 
prep selection, and sophomore 
Andreas Boquist. 

One factor determining Kalama
zoo's early success will be how well 
juniors Kaltenbach, McKinney, Bozyk 
and Afridi adapt after being off
campus during winter quarter. All four 
spent the quarter on foreign study. 

In doubles, Afridi will team up 
with Kaltenbach in the No. 1 slot; 
Denawetz and Noud will play second 
flight, and the No. 3 spot was up for 
grabs early in the year. The 
Kaltenbach- Afridi duo was ranked 
third in the IT A poll. 

The Hornets will play on the road 
for most of the regular season, with 
just three home appearance at Stowe 
Stadium: April15 vs. Alma College, 
April 16 vs. Hope College, and April18 
against Albion College. Kalamazoo 

will defend its Great Lakes Colleges 
Association Tournament champion
ship at Wabash (Indiana) College April 
8~9. The Hornets have reigned as 
GLCA champions every year since the 
tournament resumed on an annual 
basis in 1981. 

Also highlighting the schedule is 
Kalamazoo's annual battle with 
neighbor rival Western Michigan 
University on April 26. Kalamazoo will 
try to defeat the Broncos for the eighth 
time in nine years and retain posses
sion of the Wagner Cup, which goes to 
the victor of the annual match. 

This year's MIAA Tournament will 
be held April 29-30 at Calvin College, 
where the host Knights are considered 
to be the leading threat to end the 
Hornets' consecutive string of league 
titles. Calvin has finished second 
behind Kalamazoo in the league 
standings in each of the previous four 
seasons. 

The 1994 NCAA Division III 
championship will be held May 16-23 
at the University of Redlands (Califor
nia). The Hornets have finished lower 
than fifth only once during the national 
tourney's 18-year history. • 

For the latest 
Kalamazoo College 

sports scores 
call the 

Hornet Hot/ i ne: 

(616) 337-7347 
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Softball season preview-

Pitching, defense, experience are key factors for '94 softball team 
The Kalamazoo College Hornets 

will have the wisdom of six seniors on 
this year's softball squad, and should 
have plenty of quality pitching. 

One of Kalamazoo's top hurlers 
should be first-year student Val 
Keeney, a two-time all-league and all
county selection at Plainwell High 
School. Other leading hurlers include 
juniors Sara Foster and Amy Nosich 
and sophomore Heather Mernitz. 
Foster and Mernitz combined to 
handle all of the team's pitching duties 
last season. 

Kalamazoo's chances to make 
improvements this season will hinge 
on their defense. Head coach Laura 
Kuhlman, in her fourth season, likes 
her team's chances if the Hornets are 
able to keep games close with good 
fielding. "We won't blow teams away 
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with our offense, although 
we'll score our share of 
runs," Kuhlman 
predicts. "For that 
reason, it's critical that 
we play solid defense 
and give our batters 
an opportunity to 
win the game." 

The defense will 
be led by senior catcher 
Kim Korson, a three-time 
letterwinner. Korson has been 
a model of consistency behind 
the plate, committing just one error 
last season. 

The outfield will be anchored by 
senior center fielder Amber Wujek, a 
three-sport athlete who swiped a team
high eight stolen bases in 1993. 

Three other seniors-Amy 

Crawford, Kelly Roberts and 
Connie Jedneak-will pace 
the infield. Crawford 
returns to first base after 
missing last season, while 
Jedneak will patrol third. 
Roberts, another three
time letterwinner, will 
compete for playing 

time at second. 
Sophomore outfielder 

Julia Haarer is back after 
leading Kalamazoo with a .420 

batting average last year. Haarer, a 
utility player, could see time in 

several defensive roles. 
Kalamazoo has a full home 

schedule this season, including six 
doubleheaders. A key contest will be a 
doubleheader at Division II Ferris State 
University in Big Rapids on April11. • 
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