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Posse Leader
Geneci Marroquin, 

K Posse 2014, 

finds a silver lining 

in Midwest winters.
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“In every child who is born, under no matter what circumstances, and of no 
matter what parents, the potentiality of the human race is born again: and 
in him, too, and of each of us, our terrific responsibility towards human life; 
towards the utmost idea of goodness...”

 So reads the first sentence of the chapter titled EDUCATION in James Agee’s documentary of the 

Great Depression, Let Us Now Praise Famous Men. Though that excerpt was written long ago, I’ve had 

occasions to think about it this past spring.

 In April I received a letter—a very inspiring letter (with a gift enclosed, one that will be applied to 

the student scholarships category of our ongoing Campaign for Kalamazoo College). Mrs. Joyce Rolle 

Williams wrote the letter, and her experience with Kalamazoo College occurred during one short week 

in March of 1964.

 You can read that letter—and see photos of Mrs. Williams, one recent and one that dates back to 

that distant March—on page 3. For reasons that I hope to make clear, re-reading her letter made me 

think of this past June’s commencement ceremony, the second spring occasion that called to mind the 

quote I share above. For me, the connection between Mrs. Williams’ letter and commencement 2014 has 

to do with a notion of kinship and with the act of philanthropy. I think one measure of a great liberal 

arts education is the degree to which it expands our concept of who is part of our family. And I think 

a second measure is the degree to which it inspires the expression of love for that expanding family 

through the act of giving. 

 Mrs. Williams came to K through what was called an exchange program. The roots of that word, 

“exchange,” come from words that meant “to turn” and “to bend.” I think of those root words in a liberal 

arts context and in context of curiosity and wonder and compassion—deeply human impulses.

 “To turn”…or, in other words, to seek more broadly, to seek people and viewpoints and cultures, 

languages, knowledge, and experiences different from one’s own. And “to bend,” which carries 

connotations of respect, humility, and empathy. I thought of all these things many times commencement 

weekend, especially during a Sunday morning breakfast that honored this year’s graduating Posse leaders, 

nine members of the class of 2014. (The cover story of this issue of LuxEsto is a feature on the Posse 

Scholarship Program at K.)

 The class of 2014 is one of the most diverse in Kalamazoo College’s history. It includes young people 

from many different countries and many different states in the United States. It includes students from a 

variety of socio-economic backgrounds. Some are the first in their families to attend college; others have 

parents, grandparents, and great-grandparents who earned undergraduate degrees, some at K. The class 

of 2014 includes students of many faiths and some that observe no religion. Class members are diverse in 

terms of race, ethnic background, sexual orientation, first languages, the way they have experienced and 

think about the world, and more. 

 There is nothing more beautiful—which is not to say easy—than the sharing of ourselves with 

each other, especially when we differ from one another. On such a four-year journey, characterized by 

growth that has roots in both joy and struggle, all of us learn a great deal. That is the great beauty (not 

without the occasional difficulty) of an evolving understanding and mutual caring for one another—some 

300 classmates strong—that was evident in each celebration of this year’s graduating class, especially 

baccalaureate and commencement. For almost all of our 2014 graduates, and for many of our alumni, K 

journeys are possible because of scholarships—someone else’s act of giving.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING ON CAMPUS?
Planning a visit to Kalamazoo College? Check the 

Kalamazoo College news website for the latest 

information about campus events. Calendar 

listings are regularly updated at 

kzoo.edu/news/calendar-of-events

The Posse program at Kalamazoo 

College connects K and Los Angeles, 

making both better on behalf of 

doing the same for the world.

See page 18

04 First in Forty
Long distance and tough winters were no match 
for the determination of Hsu Tun ’14, the first K 
graduate from Myanmar in four decades.

08 Sports Dream; Sports Life  
David Higdon ’83 has written about and promoted 
(and advised athletes in) at least seven different 
professional sports. 

12 Knee Deep in the Study of Life
Keith Crandall ’87 has had a newly discovered 
species named for him: a crayfish! Both inhabit the 
tree of life on which Crandall and many others are 
at work.

15 Persephone Rising
Ivana Ivkovic ’95 is applying her documentary 
filmmaking skills for a cause that has concerned her 
for more than 20 years: giving voice and justice to 
the forgotten women of Bosnia.  

33 Court and Classroom All-Americans
Imagine a Hornet hoops “dream team” that 
included John Schelske ’82, Jeremy Cole ’96, and 
Mark Ghafari ’14, All-Americans all!

Plus, the efforts of Jennifer Sullivan ’03 to provide 
more Americans health care insurance; a return 
to the oldest Christmas Market in Europe; what the 
Alumni Association Executive Board learned from 
its recent survey of alumni; two letters about K’s 
history; a lot of class notes; and more.

Posse Leaders

continued on page 2
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s Mrs. Williams’ and her classmates’ visit to 

campus 50 years ago is both descendant of and 

forbear to every scholarship or exchange program 

that ever was or will be at Kalamazoo College. 

And every one of those programs has this in 

common: a genesis sprung from acts of caring.

 It is on that theme—philanthropy, the love of 

humankind—I close my letter by expressing my 

deep appreciation for all of you who help make 

K accessible to all. In particular I want to thank 

those who have made the Posse program possible 

at K. Thank you, Trustee Jon Stryker ’82 and the 

Arcus Foundation, for supporting the first five 

years of that scholarship program. Thank you, 

K trustees, for your decision to renew and fund 

the program for an additional five years. I am so 

very grateful to many alumni and friends who 

have provided the gifts for K’s Posse program and 

for other scholarship programs in support of our 

students.  

 I encourage everyone whose life has been 

enriched by the K experience—whether our 

contact was for a week or four years or longer—

to pay it forward for students who have yet to 

step foot on campus. Your giving will change a 

life, and I do not exaggerate when I write, with 

hope and humility, that it will make a difference 

to humankind.

   Sincerely,

   Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran 

This issue we share two letters that inspire an 
invitation to you, the reader. The letters provide 
important information on the history of Kalamazoo 
and take their place in the oral tradition of stories 
that together compose the story of K. One of 
the letters is from a graduate, the other from an 
exchange student who visited K. We invite persons 
with a connection to Kalamazoo College to share 
their stories of K. We’ll publish as many as we 
can. And we encourage you, like Mrs. Joyce Rolle 
Williams, to share photos as well. We are deeply 
grateful to both our letter writers.

Dear Editor:
 The subjects of the photo illustrating the article “The 

History We Carry” [LuxEsto, Fall 2013, page 38] are (l-r): 

James Baldwin, English faculty member Maxine Turnage, 

Nancy Hayden ’61, and Peter Wolcott ’61.

 To prepare for Baldwin’s visit the campus read Notes of 

a Native Son.

 Baldwin's Stetson Chapel speech is widely cited as 

having occurred in February 1960. I know that Baldwin 

was on campus for at least several days in November 1960. 

I was his student host, and, walking him across campus 

one morning, I told him that I’d heard on the radio that 

Norman Mailer had stabbed his wife at a party. He got very 

animated, told me he had been scheduled to be at that 

party, and urged me to let him know if I heard anything 

else. That stabbing was November 22, 1960.

 I remember sitting at the head table next to Baldwin 

in the K dining room for a formal dinner at which he was 

to speak. I tried to make small talk about the mural at the 

opposite end of the hall, but he told me he was too nervous to 

think about anything but his talk.

 I don’t remember the Stetson speech. Perhaps the invitation 

for a longer visit followed that, and he was on campus twice. In 

any case, I’m pretty confident about the November date.

    Nancy (Hayden) Wolcott ’61 

Dear President Wilson-Oyelaran:
 Since 2012, I have been celebrating 50-year anniversaries 

of various accomplishments in my life. The first was graduating 

from high school in 1962. The second celebration was my 

participation in the Civil Rights movement in 1963 at Shaw 

University (Raleigh, N.C.) where the Student Nonviolent 

Coordinating Committee (SNCC) was founded. The 

anniversary I am celebrating now is the very first exchange 

program that Shaw University had with Kalamazoo College 

in the spring of 1964. The participants from Shaw University 

were Dr. Carl E. DeVane, the head of the social science 

department; me (a sophomore and the youngest of the group); 

Lacey A. Speight (a senior who also happened to be Miss Shaw 

University); and three juniors—Richard Styles, Annette Walker, 

and Humphrey Charles Mbugua. We were a diverse group from 

various locations, and we represented a wide range of majors.

 During that period in our country’s history it was truly a 

wonderful experience and opportunity for two different higher 

schools of learning to share in this historic event. It was Shaw’s 

first exchange program and it lasted one week [March 21-27]. 

The bus trip was 48 hours. I had to present a brief talk about 

how it was living in the South. We attended several classes at 

Kalamazoo College. I attended an orchestra class, and I not 

only saw more of what I had never seen in my hometown of 

Miami, Florida—which was snow—but I was also introduced 

to pepperoni pizza, and it is still my favorite. 

 This will not be my last 50th anniversary 

celebration should God continue to bless me 

with longevity. In 2016 I will celebrate the golden 

anniversary of graduating from Shaw University 

and entering the Peace Corps. In 1966, after 

graduating from Shaw, I served as a Peace Corps 

Volunteer in Liberia, West Africa. 

 I have enclosed two photos along with this 

information for your archives. I am also enclosing 

a check for $500 for your scholarship program 

for a deserving student. I am doing the same for 

Shaw University.

 I am a retired former elementary school 

teacher, guidance counselor, assistant principal, 

and principal in the Miami Dade Public Schools 

in Miami, Florida. I thought it would be nice 

to share this 50th anniversary history with you 

concerning our schools of higher learning—

Kalamazoo College and Shaw University.

   Sincerely,

   Mrs. Joyce Rolle Williams

Letter from the president continued

James Baldwin, Maxine Turnage, Nancy Hayden, and Peter Wolcott during Baldwin’s visit 

to campus in November 1960

In March of 1964 one faculty member and five students from Shaw University made a one-week visit to Kalamazoo College. 

Pictured are (l-r): Kalamazoo College Dean of Faculty Raymond Hightower, Shaw University Chair of the Social Science 

Department Carl DeVane, sophomore Joyce Rolle, senior Lacey Speight, and juniors Richard Styles, Annette Walker, and 

Humphrey Charles Mbugua.

A recent photo of Joyce Rolle Williams, currently in 

the process of celebrating a number of important 

golden anniversaries.
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Hsu Tun at the Shwe Dagon Pagoda, a landmark in her home country of Myanmar. This caption written in Hsu’s native 

language appears as follows: 

soon thereafter Hsu was granted a visa. “I was so excited! My 

father said, ‘Oh my god, you’re really going!’” 

 With that hurdle behind her, it was on to the challenges 

she would face upon arrival in Kalamazoo. 

 The first involved communication. “Neither of my 

parents can speak English. I had studied it in high school, 

but mostly reading and writing, not talking and listening.  

When I arrived here I had a very difficult time understanding 

what people were saying. I had to ask everyone to repeat 

themselves, and to talk more slowly. I tape recorded many of 

my classes so I could listen to them again.” 

 She also went online to research course subject matter, 

capitalizing on her ability to better comprehend written 

material compared to oral presentations. 

 Her professors assisted. “I went to their offices and 

asked them to explain things to me. They were so nice about 

doing that.” 

 Inevitable misunderstandings with other students 

sometimes led to hurt feelings. When, for example, someone 

said, “Talk to you later,” Hsu took the statement literally and 

would await the person’s call. When it didn’t come, she feared 

she had done or said something to offend the other person. 

 Similarly, Hsu was taken aback at how other students 

would rush past her while walking on the campus. “In 

Myanmar, if we meet someone we know, we will always stop 

and talk. But here, you just say ‘hi’ and keep walking. At first 

I thought that was kind of rude. Now I understand that we 

are all busy here.” 

 And when jokes were made, “the others would laugh but 

I wouldn’t know why.” 

 That is a common issue for international students 

according to Angela (Fuchs) Gross ’93, who long worked in 

K’s Center for International Programs. “Humor can be very 

culture-specific. What’s funny to an American might not be 

funny to someone from another country. For example, we 

tend to be more sarcastic than others.” 

Of all the first-year students who arrived at Kalamazoo College 

in the fall of 2010, perhaps no one faced more of a challenge 

than Hsu Tun. She’d come from Myanmar, a country so 

literally on the other side of the planet that it matters little 

whether one travels to the U.S. by flying west, over Asia and 

the Atlantic, or east across the Pacific. It’s more than 8,000 

miles either way.   

 In addition to being far away, Myanmar (formerly, Burma) 

is simply not a likely source of future K students. Situated 

between Bangladesh and Thailand, it was “governed” by a 

military dictatorship from 1962 until 2011. Even now, its 

government is deemed to be among the world’s most corrupt. 

Human trafficking and child labor abuses are common. 

 A 2013 report by the United Nations that ranked 

countries by quality-of-life factors put Myanmar near the 

bottom of the list. Of the 187 nations studied, Myanmar was 

149th, falling between Angola and Cameroon. 

 “When I was young we had to be very careful about what 

we said,” Hsu recalls. “We couldn’t criticize the government. 

At one point they shut down YouTube because they didn’t like 

what was on it.” 

 In 2007 she saw how the government reacted to dissent. 

“I was in Yangon when a protest was taking place. I actually 

saw soldiers shoot into a crowd. I was so scared.” 

 But Hsu (pronounced “Sue”) was determined to seek a 

better life, and the first step was going abroad for college. That 

was a big step, indeed, considering that neither she nor anyone 

in her family had ever traveled outside of Myanmar. 

 Compared to her fellow first-year students, Hsu’s ability 

to communicate in English was limited. So too was her 

understanding of Western culture, which was influenced by 

what she’d picked up watching American movies. 

 But beyond being bright, which she clearly is, Hsu 

has shown a trait that has served her well—she is fiercely 

determined to succeed. When asked if she had ever thought 

about dropping out of K and going home, Hsu shook her head. 

“No. I would always tell myself, ‘You can do this!’”   

 Now, four years after arriving in Kalamazoo, it is clear that 

she could—and did—succeed at K. In June she graduated with 

majors in math and business and a minor in physics.  

 Before she came to K Hsu attended one year of college in 

Rangoon. But she wanted more. “In Myanmar I didn’t have 

much hope for my future. I decided I needed to go to school out 

of the country.” 

 The cautious choice would have been to go to Singapore. 

It wasn’t too far away, and she had friends who had attended 

college there. That was where her parents encouraged her to go. 

 But others suggested she consider the United States, even 

though no one in her high school had ever gone to college 

here. At some point in her research of American schools she 

came across Kalamazoo College. She knew little about it other 

than it was small and had a good reputation. Where in the 

U.S. it might be located was initially unknown, but that wasn’t 

important. She submitted her application for admission and 

financial aid, then waited.  

 The wait proved worthwhile when the letter from K 

arrived, stating she’d been accepted and awarded substantial 

aid. Hsu was thrilled, but there was still one more hurdle to 

clear before she could leave—obtain a visa from the American 

government.

 The U.S. government has long viewed Myanmar’s track 

record of civil rights violations with disfavor. As a result, 

American visas are hard to obtain. Making it even harder 

for Hsu was the fact that her father was an employee of the 

government. Perhaps based on that, her first visa request was 

denied. 

 “When I told my father his position might keep me from 

getting the visa he said, ‘Then I will quit my job!’ He was so 

sad. He knew coming here was a big opportunity for me.”

 Hsu wrote a long letter to the American embassy, 

explaining that her father was not a high-level employee, just 

an engineer for a lead mining operation. “He didn’t work for the 

military or anything.”

 That distinction seemed to make a difference because 
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First in Forty
by Randall Schau
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from Myanmar to graduate from K in more than 40 years (the 

other girl from Myanmar who also arrived in 2010 transferred 

after her second year). 

 After (and because of) her first-year struggles, Hsu became 

very active in K’s international student program, helping mentor 

younger students after they arrived from overseas. “I know how 

difficult it can be for international students. Making friends can 

be hard. Even as a senior, most of my friends are from other 

countries, like Ethiopia, Costa Rica, and Jamaica.”

  Now that Hsu has graduated, what lies ahead? “I want to 

stay in America for another year or two, get a job, and save some 

money. But after that I want to go home for good. Maybe I’ll start 

my own business. If I ever get rich I’d like to donate to a school 

to help international students.” 

 One thing she won’t be taking home is a boyfriend. “I’ve 

been kind of scared to develop a relationship with a boy here. If 

I got attached to someone it could be very difficult when it was 

time to go back home.” 

 Despite the challenges, Hsu is happy about her decision 

to attend K. “I’m so glad I came here. If I’d stayed at home I 

wouldn’t be as mature as I am.” 

 What will she miss when she returns to Myanmar? “My 

friends. All the people I’ve met.” 

 Will she even miss the Michigan winters? “No, no,” she says 

with a smile. “I won’t miss them at all.”  

 Americans also tend to wear more revealing clothing than 

do people from Myanmar. That was made apparent towards 

the end of Hsu’s first year, when she went with friends to 

Lake Michigan. “I was surprised to see the others in skimpy 

little bathing suits. I had seen that sort of thing in movies, but 

never in person.” 

 Hsu was also surprised at the amount of casual physical 

contact people had with each other. “In Myanmar we seldom 

hug each other. Even when my parents said goodbye to me 

when I left for America, we didn’t hug. But here it seems 

like everyone hugs each other. When people first hugged 

me it was awkward. I kept my arms to my side. I was a little 

embarrassed.” 

 But Hsu has learned to embrace (no pun intended) that 

particular custom. “Now I like to hug. When I went back 

home I gave my father a hug. He was so surprised!” 

 As is often the case for international students, food was 

initially a challenge for Hsu. “When I went to the cafeteria 

I didn’t know what to eat; that first semester I ate a lot of 

cookies and cake.” 

 One item she eventually came to like was omelets, which 

she typically covered with rice. Not that she found the rice to 

be up to her standards. American rice is altogether different 

than Asian rice. 

 “I eventually discovered some good Asian restaurants, 

like Rasa Ria and Saffron, but I didn’t know about them when 

I was a freshman.” 

 Despite her first-year struggle to find foods that suited 

her tastes, there was this irony: she still put on the infamous 

“freshmen 15” pounds. 

and two sisters. Unfortunately, the Internet connection back 

home left something to be desired. “I spent a lot of time asking, 

‘Can you hear me now?’ It was so frustrating!”

 On campus the person Hsu turned to most often for help 

was Rebecca Sprague. Though she has since left K, Sprague 

was one of Hsu’s professors during her first year. “She was a 

wonderful person,” Hsu says. “She helped me so much with my 

writing and my speaking. I never imagined her being so nice to 

me. Even in my second year I’d see her once a week.” 

 The challenges faced by Hsu were certainly not unusual for 

international students, who make up about 8 percent of the K 

student body (China being the most represented nation). 

 “The first term can be overwhelming for them,” says Gross. 

“We provide a five-day orientation, but there’s still a lot of 

stress. One stressor is the fear of failure. International students 

often second-guess themselves about the right thing to do. It 

must be exhausting.

 “And because our classes are small,” she continues, 

“students are expected to actively participate, which may not 

have been standard practice in their schools back home. Then 

winter hits, and it gets dark and cold.”  

 After interacting with Hsu for four years, Gross has 

become a big fan. “She is an amazing person. Just a gem! Her 

attitude has been so great, and she has a wonderful work ethic.” 

 That hard work has resulted in Hsu being the first person 

Hsu (back row, left) enjoyed the beach at South Haven during a Lake Michigan trip for K international students.

Hsu pictured in Upjohn Library Commons. She worked two jobs as part of her financial aid 

package—for the library and for the physics department. Both nominated her for the prestigious 
Senior Leadership Recognition Award. She was one of 32 seniors so honored.6  LuxEsto FALL 2014   LuxEsto FALL 2014    7

 “When I went home after my first year, my friends hardly 

recognized me. They said, ‘You are so fat!’ Then, when I 

finally had the chance to eat real Burmese food, I put 

on more weight.”

 Hsu stands 5-foot-7, tall by Burmese standards (her 

parents are both 5-foot-3). The added weight just made her 

stand out all the more. “I’d become a giant!”   

 Another feature of Michigan life that took acclimation 

was winter. Before leaving Myanmar she’d been warned that 

the temperature in Michigan might go below zero. At first she 

didn’t believe it. “I thought the person who told me that was 

joking! My mother was worried that I would get sick.” 

 There was another thing her mother worried about— 

her daughter’s physical safety. “My mother had heard that 

America was a violent place, so she was always telling me to 

not go out in public after dark.” 

 When winter finally arrived in Kalamazoo, Hsu was 

initially thrilled to see snow, which she’d never seen before. 

“I was so excited! I made a snowman, then sent photos home 

to my friends. They were so jealous!” 

 That first winter proved to be a long one. She’d bought a 

jacket while still in tropical Myanmar, but it wasn’t up to the 

task. “It was too small for me and it didn’t go all the way down 

my arms. I was cold all the time.” 

 Although Hsu recalls the difficulties of her first term, 

several things helped with her adjustment. One was the 

presence of another first-year student from Myanmar. “She was 

the only person I could speak Burmese with. We’d buy rice at 

Asian stores and cook it in her room.”

 Also helpful was being able to Skype with her parents 



 Just as importantly, he was voted captain by 

his teammates in both his junior and senior years. 

For that, and more, he’s deeply appreciative of the 

late Coach Acker. “He had a huge influence on me.” 

 Interestingly, the two men who have coached 

K’s tennis since the legendary Acker retired were 

both teammates of Higdon. “Mark Riley ’82 

(2008-present) was a year ahead of me on the team. 

And when I was a senior, Timon Corwin ’86 (1994-

2007) was a freshman.”

 Both men continued Acker’s no-cut policy, 

much to Higdon’s satisfaction. “I really think that’s 

the right thing to do.” 

 After graduating in 1983, Higdon spent the 

next 15 years as a journalist, starting with the 

Indianapolis Star, and then with the City News 

Bureau of Chicago. At those stops the focus was on 

everything but sports, which was fine with him, 

since he wanted to be “the next Helen Thomas” (the 

well-known dean of the White House press corps, 

who died in July 2013). 

 “The Chicago job was hardcore newspaper 

training. I spent a lot of time in police stations and 

at political events,” Higdon recalls. “I covered Jesse 

Jackson and Harold Washington when he 

was mayor.” 

 Eventually Higdon shifted his 

focus to the world of sports. One 

of his first forays into that realm 

occurred in 1984 when he went to 

the Los Angeles Summer Olympics 

for The Runner magazine. He was 

little more than a ‘go-fer,’ but the gig 

led to an entry-level position on the 

publication’s editorial staff in New 

York City. He later became an 

Sports fans dream of the behind-the-scenes, of being up close and personal 

to the events and the performers.

 For David Higdon ’83, the dream has been a 30-year (and counting) 

career. As a writer, promoter, and advisor, he has been intimately involved 

with nearly every major sport—from the National Football League, National 

Basketball Association, Major League Baseball, and the National Hockey 

League, to tennis (men’s and women’s), college football, the Olympics, 

women’s golf, and NASCAR. 

 Along the way he has traveled all over the world and come to know a 

galaxy of professional athletes, including Venus and Serena Williams, Barry 

Bonds, Clyde Drexler, Annika Sorenstam, Roger Federer, Danica Patrick, 

Pete Sampras, Lorena Ochoa, and Tony Stewart.

 The sport that started it all for Higdon was tennis (How K is that!). 

When Higdon was growing up in Michigan City, Ind., tennis became his 

passion. He became quite good, albeit “a big fish in a small pond,” he says. 

That became apparent when he started contacting college coaches about 

playing for them. 

 “Most of them discouraged me, saying I wasn’t good enough for 

their teams.”

 That’s when Higdon met Kalamazoo College tennis coach George Acker 

(1959-1993). “He told me that K had a no-cut policy, that if I went there 

I’d be on the team, and that he’d work with me to make me better. His 

handshake on that promise convinced me to go to K.” 

 Once on campus, in 1979, Higdon did begin to get better. “I started 

out as number 14. When I was a senior I was number three, and our team 

finished third in the nation.” 

editor for American Health and Tennis Magazine. 

 A seven-year stretch (1991-98) as a freelance writer in Portland, Ore., 

followed. Covering a myriad of sports, he wrote for such publications as the 

Men’s Journal, ESPN The Magazine, and The New York Times. 

 “I covered a lot of sports for the Times when the New York teams came 

out to play in the Northwest,” Higdon recalls, referring to when the Knicks, 

Nets, Giants, Jets, Yankees, Mets, Islanders, and Rangers traveled west to play 

the Sonics, Blazers, Seahawks, Mariners, and Canucks. 

 In Portland he and his wife, Sharon, became closely involved with the 

NBA’s Trail Blazers. She worked for the team as vice president of marketing; 

he was the editor of the fan magazine, Rip City. 

 Sports writers cover athlete’s lives, and on occasion an athlete will accept 

a writer into his or her personal life. “I was the only journalist permitted to be 

at the wedding of Barry Bonds. That was certainly an interesting experience. 

  “One athlete I enjoyed was Ty Murray, who was a nine-time World 

Champion rodeo cowboy. I did a cover story on him for the Northwest 

Airlines in-flight magazine and spent a day at his ranch. I got some great 

insights into what made him a champion.” 

 He also became friendly with NBA Hall-of-Famer Clyde Drexler. “He is a 

great guy, very accommodating. We both shared a love of tennis.” 

 Up to that point in time, Higdon’s career had paralleled that of his 

famous father, Hal Higdon, a lifelong freelance writer and author of more than 

30 books, most of which focus on sports. 

 That he should follow in his father’s footsteps was ironic, since David had 

been determined that would not be the case.

 “The fact that K did not offer a journalism degree was actually one of the 

reasons I chose to go there. 

 “And yet,” he says with a laugh, “I ended up doing exactly what I’d said I 

wasn’t going to do.” 

 During his years as a writer, Higdon clearly impressed sports executives 

because, one after another, they sought him out for his public relations 

counsel. And that launched the next phase of his career: working for sports 

organizations on communication and publicity matters. 

 In 1998 Higdon accepted a communications 

position with the Association of Tennis Professionals 

(ATP). That required a cross-continent move (Oregon 

to Florida) for him and Sharon and their two young 

children. 

 Marketing professional tennis meant working 

with the players. Among Higdon’s favorites: 

Roger Federer.

 “Roger had his own foundation based in South 

Africa, where his mother was born. I felt it was 

important that his philanthropic efforts be more 

international. We ultimately decided that UNICEF 

would be a good fit because of Roger’s passion for 

helping children.

 “After that, Roger and I worked to raise funds 

to assist people affected by the tsunami that struck 

southeast Asia in 2004. Later we worked together on 

his goodwill mission to India.” 

 One of the perks of working for the ATP was 

an opportunity for Higdon and his family to live in 

France for a few months. “My boss thought that I saw 

tennis ‘through a U.S. lens’ so he sent me to Monte 

Carlo. I managed the ATP communications team 

during the French Open and Wimbledon.”  

 On another occasion Higdon was dispatched to 

Shanghai to help foster the growth of tennis in Asia.  

 During his writing days Higdon came to 

appreciate former tennis great John McEnroe’s powers 

of observation. Higdon was traveling with a small 

group of tennis players on a multi-city exhibition tour. 

The players traveled by private jets; everyone else flew 

commercial.  The long days caught up to Higdon. He 

nodded off during a match involving McEnroe. And 
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David kicks off NASCAR’s media day.

traveled to Asia to promote a sport. 

 Higdon enjoyed his time with the LPGA Tour 

but didn’t hesitate to return to auto racing when, 

in 2011, he was offered an integrated marketing 

communications leadership position with NASCAR. 

 “At its core, the position is about working with 

the media. I help reporters do their job.” 

 One example: explaining rule interpretations. 

“I’m no expert on racing rules, but when we have an 

incident during a race that requires a ruling, I make 

sure the right people get involved and informed.” 

 He also helps with public relations issues, 

including what he describes as “‘NASCAR’s 

perception problem,” that “it’s just for white 

Southerners.”

 Higdon recently took a position that initially 

met with some resistance. “We had a race scheduled 

in Arizona and the pace car had a Confederate flag 

painted on its roof.  I counseled against that. Some 

people thought we were over-reacting but in the end 

we stopped it.” 

 Higdon takes pride in NASCAR becoming more 

diverse and international. “We’ve got terrific young 

African-American and Hispanic drivers, and we’re on 

our way to becoming the first sport that is truly more 

gender neutral.”

 Although there are a number of female drivers 

on the circuit, Higdon recognizes that physical 

strength and endurance are factors in driving a 

3,300-pound stock car. “Those cars don’t have power 

steering and the drivers can be out there for hours.” 

he heard about it the next day.

 “Hey, Higdon!” said the confrontational McEnroe. “What were you doing 

sleeping during my match?” 

 “I was amazed,” Higdon now recalls. “I’d been way up in the stands that 

night. How could he have even seen me? But that’s how John is. His senses 

are so wired. That’s what makes him the best in the business for doing color 

commentary for tennis matches. He’s also whip-smart.” 

 Higdon had played against top-level players in college, but the pros at the 

ATP represented an entirely different caliber of tennis. “If you’re not down at 

courtside during a match, you just can’t appreciate what they do, how good 

players like Federer and Rafael Nadal are. They’re among the best athletes in 

the world!” 

 In 2007 Higdon shifted (pun intended) his focus to an entirely different 

sport—Champ Car open-wheel racing. He was named the organization’s 

executive vice president of strategic development and communications.  It 

was his second exposure to the sport. When he was kid, his father took the 

family to Daytona to do research for two of his books, Finding the Groove and 

Showdown at Daytona. 

 David's first foray into auto racing as an adult turned out to be a short lap, 

so to speak. In 2009, he moved to the Ladies Professional Golf Association 

(LPGA) Tour, in part to help defuse a previous public relations gaffe by the 

organization. Concerned that many of its international players, especially those 

from Korea, could not speak English, the LPGA Tour announced in 2008 that 

it would require non-English speaking players to learn the language.  

 “That was an incredibly offensive position to consider,” Higdon says. “Plus 

it was poorly communicated.”

 Reeling from the criticism the policy idea had received, the LPGA Tour 

hired Higdon to be part of its executive leadership team. 

 “I think that my international experience was a factor in their decision to 

hire me. During the time I was with them I advocated for the LPGA Tour to 

become much more global and inclusive.” That advocacy meant that, again, he 

 But women are up to the task, Higdon insists. “If you don’t think 

Danica Patrick is strong, just shake her hand!” 

 Higdon has high praise for the NASCAR drivers. “Jimmie Johnson may 

be one of the most intense athletes with whom I’ve ever dealt. And he’s a 

class act. But they’re all great. The drivers understand they’re in a business 

that needs to be promoted.”  

 While Higdon helps promote the drivers, he knows there are limits. 

“I never try to manufacture a personality. I just try to bring out the best in 

each person.” 

 Higdon’s work involves him in athletes’ lives. And, on at least one 

occasion, a prominent athlete got involved in his life. 

 When he and Sharon decided to get married, they chose to elope and 

take advantage of the fact that David was being sent to Australia to cover the 

1991 Australian Open tennis tournament. Once ‘Down Under,’ they learned 

that Australia required a man and a woman to “witness” the ceremony. 

 The woman they chose to be a witness was Pam Shriver, then an active 

player on her way to the International Tennis Hall of Fame.  Unfortunately, 

after the ceremony was over and Shriver had left to go to practice, David 

discovered he’d accidentally left the marriage certificate in her car. It took a 

while for him to track it down and reclaim it.

 The circumstances came to the attention of Mary Carillo, one of ESPN’s 

announcers for the tournament. While on air she described the wedding and 

the lost document, which is how some of David’s family and friends learned 

that he was newly married. “Sharon and I consider the ESPN broadcast 

when they talk about our elopement as our official wedding video,” he says.

 Higdon now lives in Jacksonville, a 90-minute drive from his office, 

which is across the street from the Daytona International Speedway. But it is 

a rare week that he goes to his office every day. “I travel a lot to other 

race venues.” 

 David and Sharon’s two children are now grown. Jacob attends the 

University of North Carolina at Charlotte and is on foreign study in South 

Africa this fall. Sophie is a high school senior who spent the summer of 2013 

in Indonesia. Has David ever wanted either his son or daughter to become a 

professional athlete? He shakes his head.

 “For every Andre Agassi, there are hundreds of others who try every bit 

as hard but never make it and never adjust to a normal, productive life.” 

 About his daughter he says, “She has made a decision that she doesn’t 

want to put in eight hours of work a day on one sport. She wants a broader, 

more versatile life, and I support her.”

 Higdon’s accomplishments haven’t come as a surprise to his longtime 

friend, and K’s current tennis coach, Mark Riley. “David always took pride 

in what he did,” says Riley. “I’ve admired the fact that he didn’t follow the 

typical career path. Over the years his impact has been global; he’s made a 

lot of K people proud.”

 When asked about his success, Higdon 

immediately mentions his father. “He’s always been 

my hero. He always told me to write about what 

you love. Even now, at least once a week someone 

asks me if I’m related to Hal Higdon. He has more 

than twice as many followers as I do on Twitter. 

He’s over 25,000!” 

 But Higdon also attributes his success, in part, 

to his years at K, where he learned to speak Italian 

and traveled to Florence to do his foreign study. 

“Kalamazoo College expanded my horizons. It gave 

me a broader view of the world.” 
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sprung from his willingness to explore the wilds 

seasoned with a smidgen of what he characterizes 

as “my laziness. 

 “I went out with a friend to help him find 

salamanders,” he recalls. “But what we mostly 

found were crayfish. I remember thinking, ‘Why 

should I study something hard to find, like 

salamanders, when crayfish are everywhere?’”

 Everywhere, indeed! Over the years his search 

for the creature has taken him to Mexico, much 

of South America, Madagascar, New Zealand, and 

Australia (six times!). 

 “I got my travel bug at K, after my foreign 

study in Spain. My wife has always said I travel 

too much.” 

 When Crandall arrives at a destination, he 

often turns to a surprising resource for suggestions 

on where to find crayfish: 10-year old kids. “They 

know where they are and how to catch them.”  

 Finding them has taken Crandall underwater, 

up to his knees in mud, and into caves. “I like 

caves, but only for an hour or so. By then I’m ready 

to get out. But cave crayfish are amazing!” 

 One drawback to looking for crayfish is that 

their habitat is often shared with other creatures, 

such as alligators and snakes. “I don’t really like 

A very long time ago a small crayfish died. After being covered with sediment, 

it slowly fossilized and remained unearthed for 51 million years until, in 2010, 

it was discovered by three professors from Kent State University. Because the 

creature was new to science, the professors had the right to name it… 

 …which brings us to the little crustacean’s millions-of-years-younger 

eventual namesake: alumnus Keith Crandall ’87, Ph.D., a professor of biology at 

George Washington University. Keith had worked with his counterparts at Kent 

State, so they were aware of him and his reputation as one of the world’s leading 

experts on all things crustacean. In recognition of that expertise the Kent State 

trio named the new specimen Aenigmastacus crandalli. 

 “That really came as a great surprise,” Crandall says. “I was very honored.”  

 Having a species named after him is hardly the only honor Crandall  

has received. In 2013 he was elected into the American Association for 

Advancement of Science. And the year before that he was the winner of the  

E. O. Wilson Naturalist Award, annually given to those who have made “significant 

contributions” to their field. 

 Crandall’s interest in teaching first took root while he was at K. “I saw one of 

my professors, Paul Olexia, having a ball doing it and I thought, ‘That’s a really 

nice gig. That’s what I want to do!’’’ He graduated with degrees in math and 

biology, but claims, “I was never very good at math. I actually promised my math 

professors that I’d never teach it. So my goal was to get my Ph.D. in biology, then 

return to K to teach. I loved that place. I loved everything about it. Even its red 

brick roads.”

 Before that planned return he and his wife, Cindy, served as Peace 

Corps Volunteers in Ecuador. And at Crandall’s next stop—graduate study at 

Washington University in St. Louis—he developed a passion for crayfish, a love 

snakes, especially poisonous ones, which most of them are in Australia.” 

 But all in all, “Crayfish are just fun. They’re a way to get me out to do 

field work. They come in such diversity and sizes, from an inch to two feet 

long. And you can eat them.”  

 His focus on crayfish has expanded over the years to include the entire 

decapod family, which includes crayfish, crabs, lobsters, and shrimp.   

“They’ve given me an excuse to scuba dive,” Crandall says, as he often does, 

with a laugh. “I’ve got some colleagues in Cozumel who I visit so 

I can do that.” 

 Among the unlikely places Crandall has found a species of interest 

was a restaurant in Singapore. “I was there with some fellow scientists for 

dinner. They had these tanks of living marine organisms. The customer was 

supposed to pick the one he wanted to eat, but we saw a crab we’d never run 

a DNA test on so one of the guys reached in and snapped off a leg.”

 Crandall appreciates the “fun factor” in doing fieldwork. “I was in 

Madagascar when I ran into some folks from Earthwatch. That’s a business 

where people pay to work with scientists doing research. I realized that 

those people were paying thousands of dollars to be there. They were on 

vacation. I was doing the same thing they were, but I was getting paid for it!” 

 Crandall’s teaching career began after spending three years at the 

University of Texas for post-doc work. While his initial plan had been to 

return to Kalamazoo, “I fell in love with research, and my goals changed a 

bit. Brigham Young University offered me a position that really fit the bill 

because it gave me a chance to teach and do a lot of research.” 

 Crandall remained at BYU for 16 years. He eventually became the head 

of his department and was once named “Professor of the Year.” 

 “In general, the departments at BYU are expected to hire Mormons, but 

in my case they made an exception because they couldn’t find one who was 

a population geneticist.”

 Crandall enjoyed his time at Provo, including its nearby world-class 

downhill skiing. “I had a blast teaching Biology 100. Most people dreaded it, 

but you’ve got this audience that’s wide-eyed and inquisitive. I always told 

my students to find their passion, then find a job that fits it.” 

 In 2012, however, he received an offer from George Washington 

University that he couldn’t pass up.   

 “GW had decided to really ramp up its research, so it created the 

Computational Biology Institute, then offered to make me its founding 

director. We’re in Ashburn, Va., but I go to the main campus in D.C. a 

couple times a week. Our program was so new that I didn’t even have an 

office at first. I had to submit my first grant proposal at a MacDonald’s 

because I didn’t have an internet connection.” 

 Crandall has enjoyed the environment that the nation’s capital provides, 

in part due to the fact that, “All science goes through D.C. because that’s 

where the money is.”

 Most of that money comes from the 

federal government, either the National Science 

Foundation or the National Institutes of Health. 

Obtaining grants from those funding sources is 

part of Crandall’s job. 

 “With the NSF you need a really good 

question, but it doesn’t necessarily have to have 

a human impact. With the NIH it does, so we’re 

always looking for an angle. Politicians don’t always 

appreciate the spinoffs from basic research, the 

unintended benefits. Most members of Congress 

are a lot more interested in studying cancer 

than crayfish.”

 But studying crustaceans can have human 

applications. For example, his work with 

invertebrate visual systems has led to a better 

understanding of the evolution of the human eye. 

His work with species identification and DNA 

has led to advances in the fields of infectious 

disease and HIV.   

 Referring to the fact his mother was a long-

time mayor of Norton Shores, Mich., he admits, “I 

have a bit of the politician in me, too, so being in 

D.C. and being able to interact with the scientific 

community is really fun. I like public speaking and 

making a pitch.” 

 Crandall appreciates the fact that, “GW is 

a player in D.C. And there’s always something 

going on here.”

 As an example he recalls an event he recently 

attended. “Magic Johnson was there because 

AIDS was one of the event’s topics. One of the 
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The crayfish is the ultimate “poster-organism” for the crustacean’s  

number one groupie: computational biologist Keith Crandall.



of something that was killing their fish, but they 

had no idea what it was. We put it through our 

process and discovered it was a new virus.” 

 The same process is crucial in dealing 

with sickness among humans. “We need to do 

personalized medicine. Instead of a broad diagnosis 

and a broad treatment, we need to find out exactly 

what the patient is dealing with so we can apply a 

specific treatment. That was a problem when West 

Nile first appeared. They didn’t know what sort of 

biological agent was involved.” 

 He and Cindy have five children. They range 

from a nine-year-old (“My one hope for a future 

biologist.”) to a recent graduate from the University 

of Utah. 

 Crandall says he is in no hurry to retire. In fact, 

before he accepted his position at BYU he made sure 

it didn’t have a mandatory retirement age. “That 

would have been a deal breaker.” 

 He knows, though, that eventually he’ll have 

to. “My wife and I want to return to West Michigan, 

where we have some property. At some point she’ll 

probably make me retire.” 

 Until then, though, there are students eager to 

learn, field trips that beckon, crayfish waiting to be 

discovered, and the evolutionary history of all of life 

to be diagramed.

entertainers was Stevie Nicks. Joe Torre was a speaker and Whoopi 

Goldberg was the M.C. Nancy Pelosi and Harry Reid both came. I told 

my parents the next day, ‘This place is really different than Provo!’” 

 Another advantage to being at GW is being able to hire anyone 

from anywhere. “So far I’ve brought in people from Russia, Spain, Chile, 

Brazil, and the Philippines. It’s just fantastic.” 

 Crandall has also gotten involved in a project that has allowed him 

to expand his biological focus to, well, everything—every plant, animal, 

and microbial creature on earth. Combined, they currently total nearly 

two million named species. 

 The project that demands such breadth is called the “Open Tree 

of Life.” It is a multi-university effort to create a single tree (www.

opentreeoflife.org) that not only contains all living (and extinct) things 

but shows the evolutionary history of each.   

 “We’re trying to bring all the information that’s out there into 

one site. As researchers we’ve been working independently. I’ve been 

working over in my little corner with crustaceans, while someone else 

might be working with bacteria. If you never bring all that kind of 

information together, you can’t see the entire picture.

 “Right now, if someone wants information about some other field, 

they have to try to track it down. We’re developing software so scientists 

around the world can upload their data into our site by themselves and 

link it to other work on other organisms in an evolutionary framework. 

 “This project is like a family’s genealogy, but for all of life. It 

involves phylogeny, which is a diagram that shows the relatedness of all 

life. It starts with the very first forms of life, then branches out to 

include everything.” 

 When asked how many species, both known and unknown, make 

up “everything,” Crandall gives a shrug. “We don’t really know. A 

conservative guess would be five million.

 “If you throw down a quadrant in someplace like Brazil, then try 

to identify all the species in it, there might well be more that you can’t 

identify than you can. Why search for life on Mars when there is so 

much to be discovered on earth? Just with crayfish, every year we find 

a half dozen new species.” 

 With a smile he adds, “That makes me excited.” 

 As if Crandall wasn’t already busy enough with teaching and 

doing research, he’s also started a private business—Aperiomics.  

 “If someone has a sample of something—maybe a yeast or a 

fungal infection—but they don’t know what it is, they can send it to 

us. We’ll sequence its DNA and use our software to map it against a 

reference library.” 

 As an example, Crandall recalls receiving a dead fish in the 

mail. “It came from the trout industry in Chile. They had an outbreak 
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Persephone
Risingby Zinta Aistars

Bakira Hasecic beckons Ivana Ivkovic ’95 to her garden in 

Sarajevo and fills her arms with vegetables. She piles potatoes 

and zucchini into the trunk of Ivkovic’s car, filling the crates 

crammed next to Ivana’s camera equipment. 

 “You are like another daughter to me,” says Bakira, and 

the two women embrace, holding back tears, a farewell until 

their next meeting. By now, the women have met on three 

occasions, and the stories they have shared are heart-rending. 

Bakira and Ivana are bonded in their shared cause of giving 

voice to the forgotten women of Bosnia.

 For 19 years, since she graduated from Kalamazoo 

College, majoring in political science and women’s studies, 

Ivana has held a burning desire to give voice to this story, to 

the story of Bakira Hasecic and so many other Bosniak women 

who survived—or did not survive—systematic rape as a form 

of genocide in the Bosnian War of 1991 to 1995 in Croatia and 

Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

 “It was always at the back of my mind,” she says. “Coming 

from K, you have all these ideals, all these ideas about how 

things should work. I wanted to change everything. I was 

unwilling to compromise. I was impatient.” She laughs, 

remembering her younger, idealistic self.

 Born in Croatia, Ivana immigrated to the United States 

with her parents at age three. She went to law school in 

Chicago after graduating from Kalamazoo College, but felt 

some of the same frustrations arise. 

 “In law school, I kept looking for courses on human 

rights,” she says. “Later, I realized I was too impatient for 

change. I would have been beating my head against a brick 

wall, frustrated at trying to change a system I couldn’t change, 

at least not overnight.”

 Ivana left law school to move to California, where she 

studied playwriting at the University of Southern California. 

She later worked for 20th Century Fox, Fox Sports Network, 

and the Rand Corporation.

 “I worked in all aspects of the film industry, from 

development to distribution, at both small and large 

production companies,” Ivana says. “I was at 20th Century 

Fox for four years, and my last two years there, all I could 

think about was this documentary I wanted to do.”

 Thinking back on her discontent at that time, Ivana 

wonders if fate didn’t conspire with the project she felt called 

to do. Her employer downsized in 2010, and Ivkovic found 

herself newly unemployed. 

 “Blessing in disguise,” she now says. "I could finally 

focus on what had been simmering in me.”

 Yet maybe that time away had been indispensable. The 

story was so powerful, so overwhelming—and she tears 

up as she considers it even now—that she needed time and 

distance to gain some measure of objectivity to allow for 

filming the documentary she had in mind. 

 In November 2010 Ivana returned to Bosnia and had her 

first interview with Bakira Hasecic. “Bakira is a powerhouse 

activist,” says Ivana. “She is a survivor of war rape, and today 

she is the president of Women Victims of War in Sarajevo. 

Bakira is the focus of my documentary.”

The bridge over the Dvina River in Visegrad, where hundreds of civilians were killed during the Bosnian War.



Ivana Ivkovic and her son, Leo, who traveled with her twice to Croatia while she worked on her documentary film. 

Peter Robinson, his main counsel. Robinson is an American 

criminal defense lawyer, based in California, and he served 

on the prosecuting team for the International Criminal 

Tribunal for Rwanda.”

 Ivana couldn’t resist. In an attempt to understand how 

someone could rise to the defense of Radovan Karadzic, 

she asked Robinson: “If someone asked you to defend Adolf 

Hitler, would you?” 

 Robinson answered her: “Absolutely. Even if I’m not in 

agreement with the alleged actions of an individual, I believe 

everyone deserves a defense.”

 Roy Gutman, Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and 

author of A Witness to Genocide, spoke to Ivana about being 

one of the first to break the story about what was happening 

in Bosnia. Gutman had talked to Radovan Karadzic and asked 

about the war crimes. Karadzic had told him the allegations 

were lies. Only one woman had been raped, he said, and she 

was Serbian.

 Ivana sighs and rests from her account for a moment 

before resuming her story. “In spite of all the death threats, 

accusations, and harassment, these women continue to come 

forward to give their testimonies at The Hague. They are not 

giving up. Too often the responses to their persistence have 

ranged from continued denial to indifference to chillingly 

prideful admissions. Some Serbian festivals feature songs with 

lyrics about how such events will someday happen again. To 

this day, according to Peter Robinson, Karadzic insists that 

people left their homes ‘peacefully’ during the war. Ratko 

Mladic, a Bosnian Serb military leader, on the other hand, 

who is in the same detention center as Karadzic, sneers at 

the Bosniak women and has said that they got what they 

deserved. The two of them spend time together every day.”

 If history is supposed to instruct us for a better future, 

Ivana says, we have too often failed to learn her lessons. 

Ivana’s work to amplify the voices of Bosniak women is meant 

to inspire people to take a stand against the abuse of women 

as a weapon of war, not just in Bosnia but everywhere.

 Because of her work on the documentary, Ivana receives 

hate mail and threatening comments on her websites. That 

hasn’t stopped her. The idealism she developed during her 

years at Kalamazoo College is alive.

 As the documentary developed, Ivana titled it Persephone 

Speaks: The Forgotten Women of Bosnia, a title based on the corn 

goddess Demeter’s daughter, who was kidnapped by Hades 

and taken down into the underworld, from where she rises 

every spring. 

 “The title reflects that there is light at the end of 

the tunnel,” Ivana explains. “That light is to bring the 

perpetrators of these war crimes to justice. Most people don’t 

want to hear what these women have to say, they don’t want 

to know the truth about what happened. They would rather 

sweep it under the rug and forget, but it’s important to give 

these women voice. They deserve to be heard.”

 And Ivana is listening, recording, and filming. In a 

series of interviews with Bakira and other women, she has 

accumulated some 50 hours of film to be edited down to a 

cohesive documentary. The stories are chilling. 

 Ivana recalls the story of 80 men, women, and children 

stuffed into a house that was locked and burned. A memorial 

stands at the site today. And there are the stories of the 

hundreds of people executed and tossed from a bridge into 

the Drina River, Ivana says, so that for weeks the river 

flowed red. 

 “You can still see the damage today, what’s left of burned 

down homes,” she says about her many trips to the Republika 

Srpska. “Not a single mosque anywhere, but what churches 

you see are mostly all new.”

 Bakira Hasecic saw the execution of many, and her 

family was forced to watch the torture and death of people 

they knew, neighbors and friends. Her own daughter was hit 

with a rifle butt, splitting her head open, after her family was 

forced to watch her being raped repeatedly. 

 “Bakira returns to the home where her mother lived, 

on the outskirts of Visegrad, by the cemetery where many 

of her Bosniak friends and neighbors are buried. In spite of 

everything that happened, Bakira still considers Visegrad her 

true home,” Ivana says. “It’s where she was born and raised 

and where she buried her sister, her brother, mother, and 

father. Her sister was killed in a rape camp during the war, 

and her head put on display above the fireplace of the former 

restaurant.

 “Bakira gave me the best interview I’ve ever gotten, no 

filters. We were also able to film her in her garden, in her own 

element, and people would throw trash in her garden, trying 

to get her to leave. Her strength amazes me. She receives death 

threats. Someone even left a sign there that said she deserved 

what had happened to her.”

 Ivana visited Vilina Vlas, a hotel and health spa today, 

but during the war one of the most notorious rape camps and 

detention facilities, where several hundred Bosniak girls and 

women were raped and impregnated, and where prisoners 

were tortured and beaten. 

 “We went into the lobby of Vilina Vlas, and the sound girl 

for the documentary pretended to be my translator,” Ivkovic 

recalls. “The manager was a Serb. We asked if we could film 

there, you know, as a health spa, but he was wary of us. I 

casually said—we heard a rumor this place was once a rape 

camp? He got very defensive and refused to answer any more 

questions, but we kept our cameras rolling. Even when I 

dropped my camera to my waist, my cinematographer kept his 

rolling. When I said we had testimonies that Vilina Vlas was 

a rape camp, he said firmly, ‘Lies! Lies! Lies!’ and asked us to 

leave immediately.”

 Ivana often would play ignorant during the filming 

of the documentary. Sidling up and slipping in questions 

unexpectedly, her cameras captured many uncomfortable 

moments. 

 “As we came out of Vilina Vlas, we saw Serb men sitting 

on a bench near the bridge across the Drina, watching us. We 

pretended ignorance again. We asked: Didn’t this used to be a 

Bosnian town? Where have they all gone? They replied, ‘Oh, 

we’ve lived here a long time.’ So we asked them where they 

were during the war, and that’s when they got very defensive. 

One of the men photographed me with his cell phone and 

said, ‘Now we have your photograph, too.’”

 Nothing came easily. Ivana filmed, and interviewed, 

and then returned to the States to work on what she had and 

to schedule more interviews. Funding was an issue, and she 

organized two crowdfunding efforts to raise money to film 

and edit the documentary. Much was funded from her 

own savings. 

 When she had enough money to continue, Ivana took 

on her growing list of interviews. She spoke to Lauren Wolfe, 

an award-winning journalist and director of Women Media 

Center’s Women Under Siege Project. Wolfe also serves on 

the advisory committee of the International Campaign to 

Stop Rape & Gender Violence in Conflict. Wolfe had 

researched the fate of women in Rwanda, Syria, and Congo, 

as well as Bosnia.

 Ivana interviewed Nerma Jelacic, who was 14 when 

she fled with her parents to England just before the Serbian 

army entered Visegrad. Today, Jelacic works as head of 

communications with the International Criminal Tribunal 

for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) at The Hague in The 

Netherlands. 

 The most important interview Ivana tried to arrange was 

one with Radovan Karadzic, the former Bosnian Serb leader, 

on trial at The Hague since 2008. 

 “I came very close,” says Ivana. “I had to submit 

questions to Karadzic beforehand, but he turned them over to 
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Ivana with Peter Robinson, chief defense counsel for Radovan 

Karadzic, outside the Hague’s International Criminal Tribunal 

for the former Yugoslavia.

Bakira Hasecic in her garden in Visegrad.



Posse Leaders

Kalamazoo College!?... 

by Antonie Boessenkool ’99 and photos by Keith Mumma



Posse 2018 members set foot on campus in the summer of 2014.  
Scenes like this the College hopes to see in perpetuity.

in 2013. 

 Posse students overall have a 90 percent graduation 

rate, said Tamara Craver, director of Posse Los Angeles. 

That’s almost twice the national average, Craver said. 

It’s also higher than Kalamazoo College’s graduation 

rate overall. 

 The competition to become a Posse scholar is tough 

and long. It involves interviews, teamwork exercises, 

essays, and transcript review. In Los Angeles some 2,300 

students from the area’s 12 participating schools applied 

last year for 110 openings. 

 All Posse students have shown something special, 

some glimmer of the leaders they can become. Sophomore 

Jessica Magana’s parents, Gloria and Jose Luis, worked 

as field laborers in Mexico before building a life in the 

United States, where Jessica became a leader in both her 

high school and local community. Recent graduate Matt 

Munoz ’14 teaches Spanish for Teach for America on the 

East Coast, even farther from home than Kalamazoo 

College. Affected by the loss of two friends at very young 

ages due to cardiac arrest, McKay hopes to practice 

medicine in the area of cardiology. And junior Penny 

Owen, a young woman with a talent for flame throwing 

(literally) and an interest in Japanese culture, is the 

soft-spoken but strong glue that holds her Posse group 

together, according to Craver.

 “What we’re looking for are leaders,” Craver added. 

Students who are leaders in their high schools, churches, 

families, and communities can become leaders on college 

campuses, and later, in the workforce. 

 “These are students who might be overlooked by 

traditional admissions process,” Tamara said. With test 

scores and grades alone, “you may miss the student’s 

tenacity; you can miss their resilience. 

 “Sometimes our students are the only English-

speaking persons in their homes. So, for example, the fact 

that they may be providing translation for mortgages and 

health care issues is an aspect of maturity and leadership 

that test scores are never going to show.”

At least not until he was halfway through a competitive 

scholarship program that links high school students who have 

strong leadership qualities with various undergraduate colleges 

and universities. McKay grew up in Los Angeles, thousands of 

miles away from—and a very different place than—Kalamazoo. 

 “I didn’t even know that Kalamazoo was a city,” he said. He 

was far more interested in UCLA, or so he thought. But during 

that scholarship competition, Posse Foundation administrators 

sensed that Aaron really was seeking something smaller and 

more personal, so they suggested (and he ended up choosing) 

Kalamazoo College.

 His reward? One of the most brutal Michigan winters in 

recent memory.

 “Anything below 20 degrees is a new experience for me,” 

McKay said last spring break, sitting on a patio with his mom and 

sister in sunny Southern California.  

 The Posse program is designed to help students deal with 

such changes.  

 The Posse Foundation, with programs in 10 U.S. cities and 51 

participating colleges and universities, sends about 10 Los Angeles 

area high school graduates a year to K. Many are the first in their 

families to attend college. The College is able to waive tuition for 

each student for all four years only because of gifts that support 

student scholarship programs, like Posse. The Board of Trustees 

recently decided to seek the gifts required to renew the program 

for a second five years.

 Free tuition is a huge opportunity. To make sure students 

can take full advantage of it, the Posse program gives them 

tools to thrive as undergraduates. The idea, functioning since 

the Foundation’s formation 25 years ago, is to ensure students 

graduate by giving them a support network. Posse staff and 

advisers prepare the students for college academics, homesickness, 

and other challenges. They introduce them to the working 

world with résumé guidance, visits to large corporations, and 

introductions to working professionals. On campus, mentors meet 

with the Posse scholars weekly for the first two years of school. 

Posse staff back home check in when problems arise. After college, 

Posse alumni can be a source for career advice or even job leads. 

 Kalamazoo College graduated its first class of Posse scholars 

... Aaron McKay ’17 had never heard of it.
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We had black, Hispanic, Asian, and white populations, 

rich and poor. It was diverse in many respects.” The school’s 

prom king was a transgender student, he added.

 Coming to Kalamazoo College was a change. A big one! 

Back home seemed more diverse, and McKay had established 

his place, or places. At K he was one of hundreds of incoming 

first-year students, all looking to fit in. 

 The composition of Posse groups is intentionally diverse 

in many ways, and many Posse scholars happen to be 

members of minority groups. And so, according to McKay, 

they stuck together at first, studying together, eating together. 

And that was important at first. “If we didn’t have each other 

supporting one another, each one of us would’ve struggled.” 

 Devorah, McKay’s sister, was a finalist for the Posse 

scholarship too. Though she didn’t get a Posse scholarship in 

the end, she did go to college in California. After a year and 

a half, she returned home and now is honing her skills as a 

tattoo artist.

 Aaron wonders what a Posse scholarship would have 

meant for his sister. Toward the end of his first year at 

Kalamazoo, he really found what it meant for him. 

 His mom, Tobi, was diagnosed with cancer early last year. 

McKay was more than two thousand miles away when he got 

the news. He didn’t share it with all the members of his Posse, 

but a few were there for him to lean on, as were other friends 

Aaron had made outside the group. 

 “We’re all there to support each other,” McKay said. Posse 

members took time to talk and make sure he was okay. Posse 

administrators back in Los Angeles called to check on him. 

 “It’s really almost like a family. That’s what we call 

ourselves.”  

 “He worked for it,” Tobi said of her son’s perseverance 

to become a Posse scholar. “Aaron really exceeded everybody’s 

wildest dreams.”

Aaron McKay ’17
 McKay has already been placed in positions that would 

challenge someone much older. He was captain of his water 

polo team in high school, and the coach gave him the task 

of disciplining a teammate who showed up to practice high. 

McKay had to balance his responsibilities as a friend with 

those as a captain mindful of the team’s best interests.

 That challenge paled compared to the heartbreak of losing 

two friends, a 38-year-old cousin and a 29-year-old counselor 

at the summer camp for Jewish kids where McKay now works. 

Despite their young ages, both died of heart attacks. 

 “Both deaths affected me deeply,” McKay said. “The 

experience definitely helped shape my thinking about 

the profession I want to go into.” He dreams of being a 

cardiologist. “I want to give families the best chance to make 

sure something as tragic as this doesn’t happen to them.” 

 McKay is firmly on a pre-med track at K, and he also is 

working on a minor in Chinese. His currently firm sense of 

balance follows some initial feelings of disequilibrium during 

the first few weeks on a small Midwestern campus. Luckily his 

Posse was there to help.

 Back home McKay was a counselor at the Jewish youth 

camp he attended as a kid. He played sports, learned Spanish 

in his language immersion school, and played water polo. He 

was a teaching assistant for Sunday school at his temple. He 

had friends from many different backgrounds, and his best 

friends were Chinese and black. That he is biracial himself, 

with a Jewish mother and black father, allowed him a place in 

diverse groups of kids. 

 “My high school was definitely known for being the most 

diverse campus in the South Bay area (of Los Angeles County). 
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if it hadn’t been for Posse. Would I have had the courage 

to go somewhere far from home?”

 After college, Munoz went even farther from home, 

to Philadelphia, where he taught summer school for 

Teach for America (TFA), an AmeriCorps program. One 

of his roommates is a member of his K Posse. In the fall, 

he began his TFA teaching assignment in a New Jersey 

charter school. K and his Posse prepared him for more 

distant explorations.   

 “Having that support group when I was homesick 

made all the difference,” he said. “Who knows if I 

would’ve made it through without them?”

 On graduation day, the Munoz family, including 

his grandmother, made the trip from California to 

Kalamazoo.

 “She’s always had this dream of her grandkids 

having the opportunities that she never had,” he said. 

When he was a little boy, his grandmother would play 

“Pomp and Circumstance” on the family’s boom box, 

and she and Matt would proudly march around the 

room together. Some day you’ll go to college she would 

tell him. And years later that college became K.

 Said Munoz: “I can’t imagine my life now without 

Kalamazoo College.”

Matt Munoz ’14
 Part of what makes the Posse program work is the commitment 

of professors and staff. Each Posse class at Kalamazoo College has an 

adviser, either a teacher or college administrator. For Matt Munoz and 

his Posse 2014 classmates that person was Professor of Music Leslie 

Tung, and Munoz credits Tung for helping him move through one of the 

hardest steps of his life.

 “Sometimes I’d go to him with a tough situation,” said Munoz, “ and 

maybe he wouldn’t give me that answer that I wanted, but he’d give me 

an honest answer.

 “In college, I came out,” Munoz said. He was living far from home, 

without his close-knit family nearby, and trying to adjust in his first year 

at college. “The first people I turned to were Les and my Posse, and they 

were there from day one.

 “I remember pulling him aside in the hallway,” he added. “I’m pretty 

sure Professor Tung was rushing somewhere, but he could tell by the 

look on my face that something was wrong. He talked to me about my 

decision to come out and he said, ‘Anything you need, I’m here for you.’”

 Munoz, who majored in English and Spanish and studied abroad 

in Spain, was the first in his family to go to college. His family moved 

frequently in Southern California when he was growing up. Sometimes, 

when money was short, they had to stay with Matt’s grandmother. Going 

so far from home for college was a huge step. 

 “I have a big family, and we’re pretty much all in L.A.” Matt said. “I 

was the first one to move away.”

 And it wasn’t easy. “Honestly, I don’t know what I would have done 

Jessica Magana ’17
 The first thing you notice about the Magana house in East Los 

Angeles is its strength. Made by Jessica's father himself, the Magana 

home is a sturdy combination of beauty and utility that honors a 

family's roots in two cultures. A Spanish-language Bible sits propped 

open on a shelf, photos and miniature angels mark baptisms and 

first communions, and an Aztec man-and-woman figurine adds to 

the decor. 

 Jessica Magana had a packed schedule in high school: student 

government, cheerleading, volleyball, a youth foundation to learn 

leadership skills, countless planning sessions for student rallies and 

musical events, SAT preparation, and her duties as class president. 

She attended what is known as a KIPP (Knowledge is Power Program) 

middle school and graduated from the Marc and Eva Stern Math and 

Science High School. Even with this extensive preparation, Kalamazoo 

College was a bit of an adjustment. “At first I didn’t like it at all,” 

Magana admitted. “I didn’t know how to interact.” 

 But she came to realize that being out of her comfort zone had 

potential benefit. 

 “I wanted to be able to understand cultures other than my own so 

that I know better how to interact with more people.”

 Magana isn’t the first in her family to go to college—her older 

sister Erica attends a state school in California—but she is the first to 

go so far from home. The distant separation is difficult for her family.

 “My dad didn’t feel comfortable with me being so far,” Magana 

said. “He wants to be able to help if something goes wrong.” 

 Her first fall term was especially trying. “Academically, it was 

hard. The amount of homework and the amount of studying, I wasn’t 

as prepared as other people.”

 She failed her first biology test and that was difficult to accept, 

she added.  

 In winter term she buckled down more, and things improved, 

in part thanks to her Posse classmates. Some of them were in classes 

with her, and they would study together. She also needed to learn a 

little personal responsibility, she admitted, including staying in the 

library until her work was done. 

 At times during her first year Jessica wasn’t sure whether she 

wanted to continue at K, but she planned to give it a full year. Not 

only did she return, she also was chosen to work as a resident advisor 

and to serve as a civic engagement scholar.

 Ironically, despite her father’s desire to want 

his daughter to be closer to home, Magana sees her 

willingness to take a distant risk as an affinity she 

shares with her father. Jose Luis came to the United 

States in 1987, before his family, working where he 

could and sleeping in friends’ cars, Magana said. He 

saved, eventually brought his wife to the U.S., built a 

house, and had a family. 

 “My dad, if he has an opportunity, he’ll take 

it. I got that from him,” Magana said. A four-year 

scholarship at Kalamazoo College is her opportunity. 

 “I knew I was going to go to college, and the only 

thing that might stop me was the money part,” she 

said. Her dad told her he couldn’t afford to pay for 

college for both her and her older sister Erica.

 “I know my parents sacrificed so much for me that 

it would only be fair for me to get into the best college 

possible. Certain colleges open certain opportunities 

for you,” Magana said. Having a 

degree from Kalamazoo College, 

with its reputation for academic 

rigor, would mean “I could 

provide so much more help 

for my family.”
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Penny Owen ’16
 Quiet leaders are strong. Penny Owen's reserve is an asset 

and a virtue, especially when it comes to working with—and 

leading—others. And her nature is passionate. She speaks 

enthusiastically about her interest in the environment and in 

Japan (where she is currently residing during her extended-

term [no fear in this young woman!] study abroad experience). 

 Owen’s family lives in San Pedro, near the ocean in south 

Los Angeles County. Her mom JoAnna and JoAnna’s partner, 

Cesilia, run a colorful clothing boutique on the corner near 

their house, and Owen herself is a bit of a “fashionista.” San 

Pedro seems a lot different than where she grew up in her 

younger years, a small town up a winding canyon highway in 

a mountainous arid landscape.

 Kernville has about 1,400 people, a handful of antique 

shops, and a fall festival where people dress up in pioneer-

style clothing. “My sister and I grew up on the side of one of 

those mountains, in a log cabin that my great grandfather had 

built,” Owen said. “For fun we played outdoors in the trees 

and boulders. Because of that, I’ve been able to develop a great 

appreciation for nature,” she added. 

 At K, she’s majoring in international area studies and 

earning a minor in Japanese. She's completing a concentration 

in environmental studies, and she loves to write! Check out 

her sidebar on page 28.

 Like McKay, Owen hadn’t heard of Kalamazoo College 

before being introduced to the school through Posse. But 

despite its distance from home, the College seemed to match 

certain aspects of her life in California. In high school she 

participated in the Gay-Straight Alliance student group, and 

she thinks K offers the same kind of accepting and open-

minded atmosphere. 

 She also liked the school’s commitment to the 

environment and sustainability as well as its opportunities 

to study in the Far East. In part because of a trip to Japan she 

took with her family when she was younger, Owen has always 

wanted to study there. She’s particularly interested in some of 

the large-scale environmental issues Japan faces, such as the 

aftereffects of the failure of the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear 

power plant in 2011. And though she’s soft-spoken, she could 

see herself protesting against a hot-button practice in Japan—

dolphin hunting. The Posse scholarship has helped transform 

her vision into reality.

 “You apply for all the scholarships you can when you 

don’t have money,” Owen said. Without the Posse scholarship, 

“I wouldn’t be going to a private school for sure. I would 

probably be deeply in debt. I’d probably be at community 

college, trying to save enough money to go to a four-year college.”

 Owen works 20 hours a week between two campus jobs, she said, to 

earn money for room and board and study abroad. Throughout the winters 

she found reassuring the close proximity of fellow Southern Californians. 

“Posse is most useful for having people you can be homesick with,” Owen 

said. “You can talk to them about places you’re both familiar with, and it 

makes it a little easier to keep going. Then the sun doesn’t seem like so 

much of a dream.” 

 In their first year together at Kalamazoo College, Posse 2016 had to 

adjust to campus and to each other, Owen said. 

 “We were figuring out our roles in each others’ lives and how we 

could support each other while adjusting to K life individually,” she said. 

“We’ve grown more comfortable with each other, and we’ve grown more 

comfortable with being apart from each other. It’s finding the balance.

 “Many people at K come from the Midwest,” Owen added. They’re 

used to the weather. “But when it’s your first winter in Kalamazoo it’s nice 

to know you’ve got someone else here who may be experiencing snow for 

the first time.”

Tamara Craver, Director of Posse Los Angeles
 Luckily for McKay, he’d made a friend of a local Michigander before 

last year’s merciless and very, very long winter. And that friend helped 

him pick out the right coat for the weather. 

 Meeting challenges and adapting are part of the Posse way of 

thinking. And Kalamazoo College offers these students something 

different, Craver said. 

 “Part of our job is matching the student with the institution,” 

she added. Many Posse scholars, like McKay, think first of the big 

state schools. 

 “There’s a specific niche that Kalamazoo College has,” Craver said. 

“It’s the small classes. Most of our students are coming from very large 

public institutions. The study abroad program is a huge draw for our 

students. And the K-Plan— they’ve heard a lot about it. That piques 

their interest.” 

 The Posse program is spreading the name and reputation of 

Kalamazoo College throughout the L.A. area, she said. Some applicants 

who didn’t earn the scholarship come to Kalamazoo College nevertheless. 

And two Posse graduates have decided to stay in Kalamazoo. 

 “Now that we’ve had a strong partnership with Kalamazoo College, 

it’s becoming much more of a household name, especially with our 

nominators.”

  And for the Posse students who’ve come so far from home, she said, 

“Their lives have been forever changed by the experience they’ve had at K.”



by Penelope Owen ’16

Posse has been contributing to the Kalamazoo College 

community since the first group of scholars set foot on 

the K campus in 2008. The Posse scholarship is awarded 

annually to 10 or so individuals who are selected from 

a large group of high-achieving high school seniors 

based on merit and leadership potential. It provides 

these scholars with financial assistance, networking 

opportunities, and a support system that is credited 

with a 90 percent graduation rate. Among these 

scholars are Mele Tangikina Makalo ’15, Sameen  
Haque ’14, and Geneci Marroquin ’14.  
 Mele is a human development and social relations 

(HDSR) major whose interest in analyzing contemporary 

social problems and different perspectives in the social 

sciences began with her awareness of the struggles and 

experiences of her Tongan community. At K she found 

classes that explored these issues and provided her the 

terms to articulate the circumstances that she had been 

experiencing and witnessing. Attending K as an HDSR 

major has allowed her “to be a student of life” by better 

understanding herself and the environment. She plans to 

be “the best resource possible,” particularly to youth who 

have disadvantaged backgrounds.

 Leaving for K was not an easy decision. Mele felt as 

if she were leaving her family and community behind. In 

order to make the best of her time at school she decided 

to work towards developing her own sense of community 

founded on values she holds dear. Mele explains that a 

willingness to listen to the needs of others and to “serve 

accordingly” is key to building a strong community. In 

order “to ensure that I leave K a better place than when 

I came,” Mele has joined several organizations. She does 

social justice work in the community through two partner 

programs in the College’s Center for Civic Engagement. 

She serves as co-president of the Asian Pacific Islander 

Student Association, as a senior resident assistant for 

Severn Residence Hall, and as one of the College’s 

President’s Ambassadors. She feels that Posse has also 

helped to form a stronger sense of community on K’s 

campus by encouraging the acceptance of differences in a 

way that she believes many students had not felt before.

 The Posse scholarship provides her the financial 

wherewithal to attend K. And Posse is a support network 

that is “essential to our ability to thrive as individuals.” 

That role has been vital, particularly this past year. Mele 

felt as if she needed to be home to help care for her 

sick father. She also struggled with balancing all of the 

responsibilities of family, church, work, and extracurricular 

activities. Despite the struggles, Mele claims that the 

difficulties she has faced has allowed her to appreciate her 

friends and find the strength to continue at K. 

 Sameen, a double major (business and HDSR) who 

graduated this past spring, describes her K years as the 

best four of her life. She was deeply involved with two 

student organzations: KDesi and the Frelon Dance Company, serving as 

both a dancer and choreographer for the latter. She helped organize and 

participate in many campus events, including AsiaFest, World Night, Holi, 

and Afro Fiesta Desi Soul (AFDS), an event celebrating cultural diversity on 

campus sponsored by several different student organizations.

 The Posse scholarship and support she calls “instrumental.” It has 

allowed her to grow in knowledge and independence, and it has offered 

opportunities that would not have been available otherwise. Sameen says 

that she will be “forever grateful and indebted to Posse for the way it has 

influenced” her life.  

 Geneci graduated last spring as the sole chemistry major in her Posse. 

She fell in love with chemistry after her first year at K, enjoying the “problem 

solving and figuring out what causes a reaction and how we define those 

reactions.” Every major at K, she says, works to train students to solve 

problems and think critically, preparing them for the world. 

 Geneci spent a large amount of her time at K working as a teaching 

assistant and tutor in the chemistry department. She is also one of the 

founders of a support group that “specifically targets underrepresented 

communities” in the sciences at K, a group she calls a “Baby Posse.” Some 

of her best moments at K have been helping people, watching them grow 

“into brilliant scientists.” Those experiences made her time at K, and in 

chemistry, special.

 When she wasn’t volunteering or in the lab, Geneci worked as a senior 

residence assistant, and played Ultimate Frisbee and intramural soccer 

(which helped, she says, keep her sane). “The stress at K can be kind of 

intense", she says, "and it’s easy for people to forget to have fun." Posse 

played a large role in keeping her grounded through stressful times. “If it 

wasn’t for my Posse I would have transferred” to finish her undergraduate 

degree elsewhere.

 Bringing 10 individuals with different personalities and experiences 

together is bound to result in disagreement. “Even if we’re not all best 

friends,” says Geneci, “we are a family who supports one another.” Posse, 

she adds, “has always come through,” to ensure each member is going 

to make it to graduation or even to just “hold each other’s hands” during 

difficult times. 

 So it’s more than a scholarship; it is an experience that changes people 

into more confident, proud, and prepared individuals, ready to take on the 

world. It’s made of people who aren’t afraid to step up to leadership roles, 

go against the tide, and give back to the world around them. Posse is a 

movement. It has not just touched the lives of the Posse students who had 

to attend a mandatory meeting every week for their first two years; it has 

touched the lives of those students’ friends, families, teachers, mentors, and 

those who sit in class beside them or exchange a few words with them over a 

meal. Posse and K have changed each other. 
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Posse: Gateway to Change



Jennifer Sullivan ’03 

 An event that made the ACA’s passage more difficult was the death 

of Senator Ted Kennedy (D-Mass.). “He’d been one of the strongest 

leaders of the movement and, in a sense, the grandfather of the law. His 

loss threw a monkey wrench in our trajectory.”  

 While Congress typically receives poor marks in public polling, 

Sullivan holds many of its members in high regard. “Some of them are 

the hardest working people I’ve ever known.” 

 Even when the ACA became law it still had to be upheld by the 

Supreme Court. On the day oral arguments were made before the 

justices, Sullivan got in line early to be in the courtroom for a portion of 

the event. Months later she made it a point to be on the courthouse steps 

when the decision was publicly announced. 

 The need to encourage people to sign up for the ACA’s coverage 

was the reason why, in 2011, Sullivan made her most recent job move. 

The offer came from Enroll America, a nonprofit created for just that 

purpose. But this job change carried with it a special risk. 

 “Enroll America had just been created. I was only its fourth 

employee,” says Sullivan. “But we’ve really grown. Now we have 200, 

with staff in 11 states.

  “People thought that once the ACA was passed, it would be a case 

of ‘If you build it, they will come.’ But that wasn’t the case. It had to be 

promoted. People needed to be helped.”

 With that in mind, Sullivan has often served as a volunteer, literally 

sitting next to people as they tried to sign up through the website. Those 

people have clearly appreciated the help. “They’ve told me, ‘I’ve never 

ever had health insurance before!’ Of course, there are still 29 million 

people who don’t have coverage.” 

 Sullivan’s involvement with the ACA has provided her with two 

very special moments. 

 The first was being present for the signing of the second part of the 

ACA (which was actually two bills). “I got to shake hands with President 

Obama when I was there. That was one of two times in my life that my 

knees literally knocked. The other was when I got married.” 

 The second event was an invitation to the White House. “The 

administration had set as a goal having seven million people sign up. 

When we heard that number we all said, ‘No! Make it less!’ But they did 

As the midnight hour approached, Jennifer Sullivan ’03 was 

apprehensive. When the clock struck 12:01 a.m. on October 1, 

2013, Americans would have their first opportunity to log onto the 

Affordable Care Act (ACA) website and sign up for health insurance.  

 It wasn’t that Sullivan lacked health insurance for herself. 

Instead her interest on that historic day was work-related—for the 

decade leading up to that moment Sullivan had labored for a series 

of non-profits, gaining expertise in public health care and advocating 

for the passage of the ACA. That journey has taken her to the White 

House and given her the opportunity to meet the President of the 

United States.  

 The first chance for people to actually sign up for the ACA’s 

coverage, “was when the rubber really hit the road,” Sullivan recalls. 

“So I stayed up till midnight so I could see how the website worked.”

 It soon became apparent it didn’t work well. When she, like 

countless others, couldn’t get through to the overwhelmed website, 

Sullivan’s spirits sank. “I thought, ‘This is not good.’” 

 As luck (or more appropriately, love) would have it, while she 

was struggling with the website she also was (very) pregnant. In fact, 

she went into labor the next day, then gave birth to her son Henry 

on October 3.  

 “I call him my ‘Open Enrollment Baby,’” she says with a smile. 

“So last October was a crazy time for me. Those were my two babies.” 

 Much of Sullivan’s passion for universal health care can be 

traced back to her time at Kalamazoo College. She saw the need for 

it when, as part of a class taught by Director of the Center for Civic 

Engagement Alison Geist, she volunteered at a local church’s free 

health clinic. A later field trip to Jackson (Mich.) State Prison helped 

her “humanize the issues of poverty and race.” When it came time 

to do her Senior Individualized Project she chose to focus on the 

different ways Australia (where she had studied abroad) and the 

United States deal with HIV infections and AIDS care. 

 After graduating from K and while in D.C., Sullivan met another 

K grad, Lena O’Rourke ’99. O’Rourke eventually helped Sullivan 

get a position with the non-profit organization, Families USA, thus 

launching Sullivan’s years on the front line in the battle for universal 

health care. Still in the midst of that struggle, 

Sullivan has come to see health care as a basic civil 

right, a matter of what she calls “social justice.  

 “Think about the people who have traditionally 

been without insurance,” she says. “It’s typically 

been people of color and the poor. We all agree that 

everyone is entitled to receive an education. Some 

is better than others, but we at least have a baseline 

that everyone can expect. But we haven’t done that 

with health care.”

 The opportunity for Sullivan to actually 

advocate for legislation changed dramatically with 

the presidential election of 2008. 

 “When George W. Bush was president 

progressives like me were on the outs. When Barack 

Obama was elected he kind of took us in.” 

 Seeing the ACA work its way through Congress 

has provided a series of lessons in politics for 

Sullivan. One is the realization that she has been just 

one of countless “tiny specks in the system. There 

were thousands of organizations that had a role in 

the passage of the ACA.” 

 Another lesson had to do with the bill’s name. 

“We prefer to call it the Affordable Care Act. 

ObamaCare is just not a helpful label.”

 Not all of the battles fought by the bill’s 

advocates were with the political right; some on the 

political left had to be dealt with as well. “They saw 

the act getting chipped away, with each iteration 

worse than the one before. But that’s just the way 

things work in D.C. There had to be compromises.” 

 Of course, the journey hasn’t been without 

missteps. “One occurred when President Obama 

said that if people liked their existing insurance they 

could keep it. That statement wasn’t accurate and has 

haunted us.” 

D.C. Lifer "All In" For

by Randall Schau
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get that many, so they had a ceremony at the Rose 

Garden to celebrate it. Our whole staff went.” 

 The ACA, when printed out, is several inches 

tall. What are the key provisions? Sullivan cites 

several. “Not being denied because of pre-existing 

conditions is huge. Providing financial help is, too. 

And it’s important that all insurance has to include 

certain types of basic coverage, such as for mental 

health services. Another key is that there’s no co-pay 

for preventive care. 

 “Almost everyone wants health insurance, they 

just can’t afford it. But the more people who get 

insured, the lower the costs for everyone. People who 

have insurance don’t realize that their premiums are 

higher because of the costs incurred by providers to 

treat those who don’t have insurance. For example, 

when a person finally gets insurance they stop going 

to the ER for things that should be dealt with by their 

family doctor.” 

Health Care Long Haul



All-Americans

 She’s found the fierce opposition to the ACA sometimes 

puzzling. “It is frustrating that so many people will say they oppose 

‘ObamaCare,’ but when we ask them about its specific provisions, 

they’ll say they support them.”

 Sullivan has also been surprised at the criticism that the ACA 

improperly empowers insurance companies to dictate coverage. 

“Insurance has always stood between the patient and the doctor. The 

ACA is no different. As long as there is insurance, there will be issues 

of what’s covered and what isn’t. There’s always going to be some 

measure of rationing. Not everyone can get the best of everything, but 

everyone has a right to the health care they need.” 

 Gaining expertise in many aspects of health care and of the ACA 

has resulted in a peculiar “burden of knowing too much. The health 

care field is so big and so complicated. It has so many moving parts. 

I’m just in my little corner of the sandbox. It is very humbling. The 

more you learn, the more you realize what you don’t know.”

 Sullivan knows enough, however, that Allison Geist has had  

her speak to her class, via Skype, on public health issues. “I first 

met Jenny when she was in (Professor Emeritus of Sociology) Kim 

Cumming’s ‘Building Blocks’ sociology class,” says Geist. “Jenny was 

just a stellar student and is obviously committed to equity when it 

comes to health care.”

 Sullivan thinks just as highly of Geist, whom she calls “my 

professional mentor.” 

 While she enjoys the energy of the nation’s capitol, she also finds 

that she sometimes needs to get away from it all. Her 

love of hiking provides such a release. Earlier this year 

Sullivan completed, for the sixth time, a 50-kilometer 

hike near Harper’s Ferry, W.Va.  

 “I don’t think I could live in D.C. without the 

escape hatch that is [the] Shenandoah [National Park].”

 Her appreciation of wilderness grew while she was 

at K. “Just before classes started my freshman year, I 

went on a LandSea outing. For two weeks we were up 

in Canada, hiking, sailing, and camping. It was intense 

but I made some lifelong friends.” 

 Now that she’s spent the past decade in the 

Washington, D.C., area, does Sullivan envision her 

and her family (husband, Matt, and now one-year-old 

Henry) leaving?

 “Probably not. It’s an exciting time to be in D.C., 

especially during an election year. I think that most 

people who make it here to age 30 probably end up 

being lifers.” 
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Jennifer (left) joins colleagues in the White House Rose Garden last April 1 for the announcement 

that seven million people had enrolled for coverage offered through the Affordable Care Act.

Court-and-Classroom

by Randall Schau

K Dream Team: Imagine the 

field goal percentage for a 

team with these three artists 

(on the court and in the 

classroom), John Schelske,  

Jeremy Cole, and Mark Ghafari 

(pictured at right).



 Schelske, Cole, and Ghafari satisfied the “starter or important reserve” 

requirement by a wide margin, since they are among the best players K has 

ever produced. Schelske and Cole were All-MIAA first team their junior and 

senior seasons, and Ghafari was so named his last three seasons.  

 On the list of K’s career scoring leaders, Schelske and Cole rank first and 

second, respectively. Ghafari is fifth, but he holds the record for most points in 

a game (46). He bested the prior record set by Schleske in 1981.

 “Before I set the record I had a game where I scored 42 points,” Ghafari 

says. “That was when someone told me that the school record was 44, and that 

John held it.” 

 When Ghafari later broke that record with his 46 points, he went 16 for 16 

shooting free throws. He also made four three-pointers, a shot that didn’t exist 

when Schelske played. 

 Before coming to K, each of the three had been a basketball standout 

in high school, although their levels of competition varied. Schelske was an 

all-state player at Ann Arbor Pioneer, Cole starred at Grand Rapids Catholic 

Central, while Ghafari played at University Liggett, a small private school in 

Grosse Point. 

 “I think our graduating class only had about 50 kids in it,” he recalls.   

When Ghafari arrived at K he was not physically imposing. “I was only about 

5-foot-10 (which he remains), and I wasn’t very strong. I weighed maybe 165 

pounds. But I did a lot of weight lifting and added about 15 pounds.” 

 Schelske and Cole were both 6-foot-5, but Schelske admits that initially 

he wasn’t very strong either. He eventually gained strength, but not by lifting 

weights. “Basketball players didn’t do much of that back then. The way I got 

stronger was working one summer at a beer warehouse.” 

 To achieve their academic excellence, the three had to find a way to 

balance the demands of basketball with those of the classroom. 

 “The seasons were long,” Schelske remembers. “So were the drives to the 

away games. The vehicles we rode in were nice enough, but at night they were 

dark, so it was hard to read. That was before laptops. When the season was 

finally over, I remember feeling very liberated. All of a sudden I had so much 

extra time to do whatever I wanted.”

 “It wasn’t always easy,” Cole agrees. “With two games almost every week, 

the season was hectic. When we went to places like Alma we wouldn’t get back 

until really late. It was hard trying to get ready for an exam the next day.”

 “It’s been stressful at times,” says Ghafari. “Things can compound, if you let 

them. I’ve had to make sacrifices. You can’t always go to parties or have drinks 

with friends.”

 Since playing varsity basketball consumes some 30 hours a week, how did 

the players still manage to excel in the classroom?

 “I had to be disciplined,” Schelske notes. “But basketball made that easier. 

It forced a structure on me. I didn’t really have that many choices; I had to use  

the time I did have studying. Besides, it’s not like I ever thought I was going to 

If John Schelske ’82 (above), Jeremy Cole ’96 (facing 

page), and Mark Ghafari ’14 (page 33) were in the 

same elevator, they probably wouldn’t recognize 

each other. But the three have risen to a dizzying 

pinnacle of athletic and academic achievement at 

Kalamazoo College: out of all of the men who have 

played basketball for K, only they have been named 

Academic All-Americans. 

 To appreciate how special that honor is, one 

only has to do the math: in any given season there 

are more than 4,000 Division III basketball players; 

from those, only 15 individuals are chosen for the 

Academic All-American team. That’s less than four-

tenths of one percent. 

 To even be considered for the team, a student-

athlete must be “a starter or important reserve” 

and have a grade point average of at least 3.30. 

From that pool, members of the Sports Information 

Directors Association nominate players they believe 

are especially deserving. A first round of voting 

establishes All-District teams. Those on a district’s 

first team are then eligible to be selected for the All-

American team. 

go pro; that wasn’t how I was going to make a living, so I knew that academics 

were important.” 

 Cole has a similar recollection. “We had less time during the season 

so I had to be efficient with my time. But in some ways it was easier to be 

structured during basketball.”

 Cole attributes some of his success to his coach, Joe Haklin. “He was a 

rare combination of passion and intelligence. He was a history guy. During 

practice he’d quote famous people, like generals. I remember one of his quotes 

was, ‘If you’re going to do battle in the North Atlantic, you have to train in the 

North Atlantic.’ He really was a positive role model in my life.”

 Ghafari feels he had largely mastered the sports-academic balancing act 

before coming to K. “I had played three sports in high school. That was when 

I learned time management. I’ve always tried to get my schoolwork done early. 

 “The only time I picked a class because I thought it would be easy was 

when I took ‘Instrumental Methods,’” Ghafari admits. “It was kind of like a 

band class. But I learned to play the trumpet, so I’m glad I took that class.” 

 Another challenge each faced was scheduling foreign study without 

missing any of the basketball season. They solved it the same way—by going 

for three months during the spring semester. Coincidentally, all three went to 

France (Schelske and Cole to Caen, Ghafari to Strasbourg).  

    For Ghafari and Schelske, one thing that made playing basketball even 

more enjoyable was the fact that each had a brother on the team. 

 “My brother Steve was a freshman when I was a senior,” Schelske recalls. 

 Referring to his brother, Carl, younger by one class, Ghafari says with a 

smile, “He was the starting point guard this past year. His job was to pass the 

ball to me.” More seriously, he then added, “It really was a blessing to play 

with him.”

 Despite their success in basketball, neither Cole nor Schelske seriously 

considered playing professionally.  

 “I thought about playing in Europe,” says Schelske. “But by the time I 

actually received an offer I had already decided to go to the University of 

Michigan to get my M.B.A.” 

 For Cole the decision was even easier. “Other than the NBA, there 

weren’t many options back then. I knew I was never going to make a living at 

basketball so I went to Notre Dame’s law school.” 

 Ghafari, on the other hand, does plan to play pro ball, albeit a bit off the 

beaten path. “I’m going to play in Lebanon.”  

 “The teams there can each have two players who aren’t Lebanese. Those 

slots typically go to guys who played Division I or have been in the NBA. But 

because both of my parents were born in Lebanon, I have dual citizenship, 

which means a team won’t have to use one of their two exemptions on me.” 

 Ghafari has a pretty good idea what he’s getting into. “I went over there 

during spring break and watched four games. It is really good competition, 

clearly better than what I played against here. It’s going to be more physical. 

I’ll have to get used to that.”

 Will he have to deal with a language barrier? 

Ghafari doesn’t think so. “Most of the players can 

speak English. Because both of my parents can speak 

Arabic I can understand it, but I need to be able to 

speak it better. I’m going to take some lessons before 

I go over there.” 

 When playing pro ball comes to an end, Ghafari 

intends to return to school and get a master’s degree, 

then find a job in business or finance. 

 Schelske currently lives in the Detroit area. He is 

the chief operating officer for Billhighway, a business 

that provides financial management services for non-

profits. He gave up basketball some years ago. “Now 

it’s mostly running and racket sports, like tennis 

and squash.” 

 Cole is an attorney in Chicago, working for the 

worldwide law firm of JonesDay. He attributes part 

of his success to basketball, which, at age 40, he 

continues to play. 

 “I think playing sports helped with self-

discipline and work ethic. I certainly learned to deal 

with adversity.” 

 With words that would surely apply to his fellow 

Academic All-Americans as well, Cole concluded, “I 

realized that if I really work at something, I’d usually 

get results.” 
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Bill Weiner ’69 

“A liberal arts education like the one available at Kalamazoo College is a harder 

sell than it used to be,” says Bill Weiner ’69. “Students are concerned about 

debt and think seriously about how much to spend on their education.” As a 

result of today’s economy the educational mindset of the current generation 

differs from that of previous generations. Graduates starting their careers today 

will likely work a dozen different jobs, according to Bill, who adds: “A liberal 

arts education will provide the ability to zig and zag when needed, especially if 

that education includes study abroad.”

 Bill says his own ability to think broadly developed significantly during 

foreign study in Clermont-Ferrand, France, and that development deeply 

influenced both his study and teaching of law (he is associate dean emeritus 

of the Thomas M. Cooley Law School). In particular he drew from his 

experiences and connections at K in order to start a foreign study program for 

Cooley law students in 1981. 

 Developing relationships with foreign universities wasn’t easy: “In those 

days we didn’t have the Internet, and it was like throwing a bottle into the 

ocean when we sent letters.” When he needed advice Bill relied on Professor 

Emeritus of German Joe Fugate, who helped start the foreign study program at 

K in the early 1960s and served as the program’s director from 1975 to 1992. 

Fugate worked with Bill to establish connections with study abroad sites in 

Europe. Because of his own experience at K, Bill valued a rigorous overseas 

academic challenge. “We’re immersing our students in international classroom 

and cultural experiences. They have the opportunity to visit local courtrooms 

where they study and develop an understanding of legal systems different than 

those in our country.”

 The focus of his support for The Campaign for Kalamazoo College, 

therefore, may come as no great surprise. “I already intended to give to the 

College, but hearing about the campaign got me 

thinking about the educational power of a foreign 

study experience, for any generation,” says Bill. He 

worked with the Office of Development to create 

the Bill Weiner ’69 Fund to Support the Center for 

International Programs at Kalamazoo College. 

 “Students today often have trouble with 

the miscellaneous expenses associated with 

studying abroad,” says Bill. “I want to help those 

students who wouldn’t otherwise be able to go and 

experience the trip of a lifetime.”  

  “Institutional financial aid covers most of the 

costs overseas,” says Joe Brockington, associate 

provost for international programs at K, “but that 

still leaves considerable expense before students 

leave for their programs abroad.”

 “I’m excited to study French in its place 

of origin,” says Lucia Herrera ’16, one of the 

15 students whose required vaccinations were 

covered by Bill's endowed fund this year. Her 

major is international and area studies, and, like 

Bill, Lucia will also travel to Clermont-Ferrand. “It 

was nice to know that cost would be taken care of, 

and I didn’t have to worry,” says Lucia.

 Creating the fund to help ensure that all 

K students can study abroad was only one of 

Bill’s philanthropic actions in The Campaign 

for Kalamazoo College. A second was the 

arrangements he made in his estate plans that 

will help support Kalamazoo College students 

in perpetuity.  Both gifts support the campaign, 

and both “pay forward” value and gratitude from 

someone who experienced and continues to love 

the breadth and intensity of a K education. Says 

Bill: “There’s no better preparation for the rapid 

changes that characterize today’s world.”

The Campaign for Kalamazoo College
Broader Worldviews: Bill Weiner ’69
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by Caitlin Paynich 

“I want to help 

those students who 

wouldn’t otherwise 

be able to go and 

experience the trip 

of a lifetime.”

“Autumn 

Albert Camus

At K, we do more because, like Camus, we see more potential.

As a tightly-knit, small community with a 12-to-1 student to faculty 
ratio, we devote more resources to each student.

And we get more results.

We are highly ranked nationally for student gains in critical thinking 
and problem solving. This is because we identify and build skills in each 
student—season to season, term to term.

Here, learning experiences are connected by design.

That’s why every gift matters. At Kalamazoo College, your gift goes to 
work immediately. Your gift connects learning opportunities, from 
Summer Common Reading to the Senior Individualized Project.

At K, your gift does more because K does more for students. 
Please make an immediate and enduring impact on a K student today.

Give online at kzoo.edu/giving/kcf. Contact us at kcf@kzoo.edu or 
269.337.7236.

Kalamazoo College Fund
More in four. More in a lifetime.

is a second spring when 
every leaf is a flower.” 
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Five Key Ways to Get Engaged and Stay Connected as 
Kalamazoo College Alumni
1. Identify and recruit a prospective student.

2. Offer an internship or externship to a student.

3. Mentor a student by participating in the Guilds of 

Kalamazoo College.

4. Serve as a volunteer (class agent, reunion committee

    member, AAEB member, or a Hornet Happy Hour host, 

    among others).

5. Make a charitable contribution to Kalamazoo College.

 We thank you again for your thoughtful responses 

to the survey. Please do not hesitate to contact us at AAEB@
kzoo.edu with comments, concerns, and suggestions as we 

continue our efforts to increase alumni engagement with this 

place that helps make possible more in a lifetime. 
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You SpokeWe Asked

We Listenedby Erin Mazzoni ’07 

Kalamazoo College’s Alumni Association Executive Board 

(AAEB) recently reached out to K alumni to gauge how they 

connect with their alma mater. This alumni engagement 

survey was conducted as part of K’s strategic plan to improve 

the quality of alumni involvement with the College. We 

want to thank those who took the time to participate—1,830 

individuals, representing 20 percent of alums who 

communicate with K via email. AAEB and the College are 

now using this information to shape new opportunities for 

improved connections and communications. 

     Key survey highlights of how AAEB and K are working 

together to improve alumni engagement follow. Please visit 

kzoo.edu/alumni/association for a more detailed look at 

the survey results. 

• 83 percent of alumni surveyed agree that K helped 
prepare them for their careers. Explore opportunities 

to host an intern or extern or volunteer to connect with a 

current student, recent graduate, or alum moving to your 

area. Check out AAEB’s “Alumni Bites” featured with the 

survey results for a full menu of volunteer options. 

• 61 percent of you plan to attend a future reunion 
in Kalamazoo, and 41 percent would like to attend 
the many regional events around the country 
happening throughout the year. A calendar of those 

alumni events can be found at kzoo.edu/alumni/events. 

AAEB is currently developing a pilot program to establish 

regional alumni chapters focused on engagement and 

lifelong learning. Don’t miss the January 2015 edition of 

BeLight for more information about a new program for 

engagement called "Alumni Bites."

• 57 percent of you are willing to support the College 
and students through a charitable contribution. 
In addition to giving to the annual fund (a.k.a. the 

Kalamazoo College Fund), you can have an impact on the 

current programs and the long-term excellence of your 

alma mater through The Campaign for Kalamazoo College. 

Campaign priorities include faculty endowments, student 

scholarships, and campus facilities. 

• Time and distance are two key factors involved in 
your connection with each other and the College.  
59 percent of you find that events are too far away, 
and 51 percent cite family and work constraints. 
With nearly 20,000 K alumni living throughout the world, 

AAEB wants to make sure you have the tools to connect 

with each other and the College, whether you’re near or 

far. Two of our key initiatives are to significantly enhance 

the user experience of the alumni directory and to provide 

ways for you to connect remotely. One of the new and 

exciting ways that this recently happened was the live 

stream of the 2014 commencement ceremony. 

•  AAEB is excited to share the survey results with you 

here because 83 percent of you indicated that this 
magazine is the best and preferred way to stay 
connected to your alma mater. We also encourage 

you to use our online resources featured above. Alumni 

engagement is a key priority of the College, and AAEB is 

committed to finding ways to better connect with you, 

bring you together, and help you engage with the College. 

 We encourage you to visit the Alumni Relations Office 

“Get Engaged” webpage at kzoo.edu/alumni to learn more 

about the five key points of alumni engagement.

2014-2015 Alumni Association 

Executive Board Members

Officers

President Alexandra Foley Altman ’97 (Chicago, Ill.)

Vice President Erin Mazzoni ’07 (New York City, N.Y.)

Secretary Kirsten Browne Bradford ’92 (Rochester, Mich.)

Past President Bill Stoeri ’78 (Minneapolis, Minn.)

Alumni Trustees

Trustee Alexandra Foley Altman ’97 (Chicago, Ill.)

Trustee Erin Price Charnley ’02 (Spring Lake, Mich.)

Trustee Paul S. Levy ’82 (Jonesboro, Ariz.)

Trustee Erin Mazzoni ’07 (New York City, N.Y.)

Trustee Bill Williams ’71 (Ridgewood, N.J.)

Trustee Debra Tokarski Yourick ’80 (Dayton, Md.)

At-Large Members

D’Angelo Bailey ’05 (Iowa City, Iowa)

Kirsten Browne Bradford ’92 (Rochester, Mich.)

Matthew Bunkowski ’00 (Santa Fe, N.M.)

Erin Brownlee Dell ’93 (Greensboro, N.C.)

Joseph Folz ’75 (Alpharetta, Ga.)

Pamela Brown Gavin ’74 (Arlington, Va.)

Seth Gold ’07 (Incline Valley, Nev.)

Daniel Hoevel ’09 (New York City, N.Y.)

Jeff Marinucci ’00 (Los Angeles, Calif.)

Erin Mazzoni ’07 (New York City, N.Y.)

Alexander Morgan ’11 (Milwaukee, Wis.)

West Nelson ’81 (Niles, Mich.)

Suzanne Saganich ’83 (Rocky River, Ohio)

Donald Schneider ’63 (Kensington, Md.)

Andrew Terranella ’99 (Pinon, Ariz.)

Constituent Group Representatives

Emeritus Club President Bill Venema ’59 
 (Kalamazoo, Mich.)

Student Commission President Cameron Goodall ’15
 (Lake Orion, Mich.)

Members (and former members) of the Kalamazoo College Alumni 

Association Executive Board include (l-r): front row—Kirsten Browne 

Bradford ’92, Pamela Brown Gavin ’74, Stacy Shrode ’77 (former 

member), West Nelson ’81, Gail Raiman ’73 (former member), Suzanne 

Saganich ’83, Dafina Lazarus Stewart ’95 (former member); back 

row—Paul Levy ’82, Seth Gold ’07, Daniel Hoevel ’09, Erin Mazzoni 

’07, Bill Stoeri ’78, Andrew Terranella ’99, Debra Tokarski Yourick ’80, 

Alexandra Foley Altman ’97, and Jeff Marinucci ’00. 
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1943
When Charles Haner, Ph.D., turned 90 he received two unusual presents: a zip line ride down 

a mountain through a grove of redwoods, and a lesson on flying a sailplane. That second gift keeps 

on giving, and the evidence is the photo from a wing-mounted camera showing Charles flying a 

sailplane last year, at age 92. “There is nothing like it!” he writes. “It is the closest thing to being a 

hawk or an eagle. Diving. Climbing. Circling. Soaring. All at your command. No noise, no motor. 

Literally floating on air. Fantastic!”

1976
Kevin McCarthy has joined Warner Norcross & Judd, LLP, law firm in downtown Kalamazoo 

as a partner. He specializes in labor and employment law. Prior to joining Warner Norcross (one of 

the largest law firms in Michigan), he was the managing partner of McCarthy Smith Law Group, 

PLC, a law firm he founded in 2003. He has also held a number of leadership positions with the 

American Bar Association and the State Bar of Michigan. He serves as legislative representative 

of the Kalamazoo Human Resource Management Association and is a member of the Society for 

Human Resource Management. Additionally, he is a past board chair and past legal counsel for the 

Kalamazoo Regional Chamber of Commerce. Kevin is active in the Kalamazoo community, serving 

on the boards of the Kalamazoo RESA Foundation and Big Brothers & Big Sisters of Southwest 

Michigan. At K he earned a degree in economics and business. He earned a J.D. degree from 

University of Michigan Law School.

1979
Ken Lampar has a new position. He is director of development at MCREST—Macomb County 

Rotating Emergency Shelter Team. Ken earned his undergraduate degree at K in history and 

studied abroad in Strasbourg, France.

1981
In July President Barack Obama announced his intent to nominate Margaret Ann (Yohner) 
Uyehara as United States Ambassador to Montenegro. Margaret has spent her career as a Foreign 

Service officer in the U.S. Department of State. Since 2012 she has served as the executive director 

of the Bureaus of European and Eurasian Affairs and International Organization Affairs. Prior to 

that assignment she was director of the regional support center at the U.S. Consulate in Frankfurt, 

Germany. In addition to Europe, Margaret has served her country in Ukraine, Indonesia, Japan, 

the Philippines, and Mali. At K she earned her degree in political science and studied abroad in 

Erlangen, Germany.

1984
Jill (Moran) Golder was promoted to executive vice president and chief financial officer of Ruby 

Tuesday, Inc. She manages all areas of corporate finance, accounting, investor relations, internal 

audit, supply chain, and information technology. She comes to Ruby Tuesday with more than 25 

years of finance and restaurant industry experience, including executive positions with Cooper’s 

Hawk Winery & Restaurants, Olive Garden, Red Lobster, and the Specialty Restaurant Group. She 

majored in economics and business at K and studied abroad in Strasbourg, France. She earned a 

M.B.A. from the University of Chicago Booth School of Business.

1992
Michigan Governor Rick Snyder reappointed Flint resident Kristie (Everett) Zamora to 

the Michigan Commission on Services to the Aging. The 15-member body offers oversight on 

the administration of state programs and priorities affecting older Michiganders. Kristie is the 

coordinator of arts, culture, and film for Oakland County. She is the founding editor of Prosper, an 

electronic newsletter for economic development and community affairs. She previously served as the 

coordinator of exhibitions for the Flint Institute of Arts. Kristie earned her B.A. in political science 

and art history, and she studied abroad in Madrid, Spain.

1995
Todd Noonan is the new principal of Royal Oak (Mich.) Middle School. In a sense, it’s like 

coming home. Todd taught social studies at Royal Oak High School and served as dean/student 

accounting advisor there. He also has served as an assistant principal in the Plymouth-Canton 

School District. He earned his degree at K in political science and studied abroad in Madrid, Spain. 

He earned a master’s degree in educational leadership from Wayne State University.

1998
Marist School science teacher Sarah (Conn) Styf was selected by the National Association of 

Independent Schools to participate in its Teachers of the Future program. She was one of only 35 

teachers in the country to be chosen. Sarah is well known as an early adopter of new technology 

to make classroom learning more effective. “You don’t want to make smart phones or any other 

new technology the enemy,” she said. “There are a lot of really cool apps out there that can be 

used to make the classroom fun and the lessons informative.” Sarah earned her bachelor’s degree 

in biology from K and a master’s degree in physics education from the University of Virginia. She 

began teaching seventh and eighth grade science through Marist School’s middle-school-tailored 

Foundations program in 2010. Sarah began her third year of teaching seventh graders exclusively 

this past fall. Marist School is a private Catholic school (grades seven through 12) in Atlanta, Ga.

2008
Eli Melaas completed his Ph.D. at Boston University, where he continues post-doc research under 

a grant from the National Aeronautics and Space Administration. He majored in mathematics at K 

and studied abroad in Budapest, Hungary.

92 Years and Soaring

Sarah Styf
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ZooBitsSally (Warner) Read, Ph.D., is the interim head of the Greta Berman Arbetter Kazoo School, 

a private K-8 school of about 120 students in Kalamazoo. Sally earned her undergraduate degree 

at K in psychology, and she studied abroad in Caceres, Spain. She conducted much of her research 

work for her Ph.D. dissertation at the Kazoo School.

2011
Leah Rumsey is Franklin College’s (Franklin, Ind.) new campus minister. Franklin is a private 

liberal arts college with an enrollment of slightly more than 1,000 students. Leah began her duties 

in August. She earned her bachelor’s degree in religion, English, and international and area studies 

at K and earned her Master of Divinity Degree from Harvard. 

Paloma Clohossey is an information officer at the Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance, 

which is part of the United States Agency for International Development. She earned her degree at 

K in English and studied abroad in Nairobi, Kenya.

2012
Evan Levine continues to pursue his passion in his graduate studies. At Kalamazoo College 

he earned his degree in classical civilization (with a minor in history). He is currently a graduate 

student and teaching assistant in the department of classical studies at Texas Tech University 

(Lubbock). This past summer he participated in two archaeological digs and during that time was 

able to visit Petra in Jordan, where this picture was taken. 

Hannah Reischl has expressed her love of the Grand Rapids (Mich.) area by co-founding 

and serving as trustee of the Grand Rapids Alliance of Cooperative Communities. GRACC is a 

nonprofit consumer cooperative that provides the people who live in the Grand Rapids area a way 

of sharing resources, particularly those related to food, housing, and self-empowerment. Hannah 

earned her degree at K in anthropology and sociology and studied abroad in Quito, Ecuador.

2013
Bonnie Lathrop accepted the position of seasonal resource assistant at the Connecticut 

Department of Energy and Environmental Protection. She earned her degree in biology at K and 

studied abroad in Quito, Ecuador.

2015
Marie Hallinen received a Nature in Words Fellowship grant from Pierce Cedar Creek Institute 

(Hastings, Mich.). The grant provided stipends to her and her faculty mentor and covered room 

and board for 10 to 12 weeks at PCCI. The value of the grant was $10,000. Hallinen, a biology 

major also earning a concentration in environmental sciences, worked with K Writer-in-Residence 

Diane Seuss ’78 to create a writing project titled “Subjectivity in Science.” 

Faculty and Staff
Péter Érdi, Ph.D., co-authored (with Gabor Lente) the book Stochastic Chemical Kinetics, a review 

of concept, models, and applications in modern chemical kinetics. Érdi is the Luce Professor of 

Complex Systems Studies.

As a professor Gail Griffin, Ph.D., blessed us one way; in retirement she blesses us 

another—with her extraordinary writing. She has been particularly prolific recently. Her 

essay “Out of the Woods” appears in the book Southern Sin, edited by Lee Gutkind and 

Beth Ann Fennelly (Pittsburg: In Fact Books, 2014). The essay is a scathing look at the 

intersection of racism and sexism during a heated moment in Gail’s graduate school years 

in Virginia. It’s unforgettable and a must-read.

 As is her essay, “The Messenger,” which appeared in a special issue (on nature) 

of Chattahoochie Review. This essay might become a chapter in Gail’s emerging book on 

her journey since her husband’s sudden death. Her short riff on an undergraduate class 

she took at Northwestern University, “Geology,” appears in the Ohio journal, Quarter 

After Eight. It is one of a series of “flash nonfiction” pieces she wrote about classes she had 

at Northwestern. Somewhat closer to home in subject is “Jackson, Michigan: Nothing is 

Flying Tonight,” which has been published by Great Lakes Review. This fascinating short 

piece is based on a true story (“In a small white house on Cooper Street, a woman watches 

NASCAR with her boyfriend, who died two years ago. ‘I didn’t want to be alone,’ she says. 

‘He was the only guy who was ever nice to me.’”) 

 “English History I,” published in Prime Number Magazine (Issue 53, April-June, 

2014) returns readers with Gail to Northwestern. The prose poem/memoir entwines the 

memory of a class about a seemingly antiquated and irrelevant subject with the then-recent 

Kent State shootings and Vietnam War protests—a coupling that leads to new and startling 

insights on several matters, among them an individual’s responsibility to history and 

current events. 

 Gail was a finalist for the Michael Steinberg Essay Prize at Fourth Genre, one of the 

premiere journals of nonfiction, published at Michigan State. “Damn!,” she wrote. “Always 

a bridesmaid, never a bride. But you’ll like the title of this year’s effort:  ‘From the Middle of 

Nowhere, or If You Lived Here, You’d Like Meatloaf.’ It’s about perceptions of the Midwest, 

and my responses.”

 And if you’re not a fan of Gail’s work yet, maybe this will convince you: she's 

a baseball writer. Her essay “Night, Briggs Stadium, 1960” describes her 10th birthday 

present—a Tiger’s night game! It appears in the new book A Detroit Anthology. Consider the 

following short excerpt a first-inning triple topped by a steal of home: 

“A rectangle of night sky opens ahead. Brilliant banks of lights against the black. The low crowd 

hum, rising, like a sea sound. Then acres of green seats and then, below it all, the blazing diamond, 

emerald they should call it, nothing has ever been so green.

Left field, Maxwell. Right, Colavito, the outrageous Cleveland trade, who points his bat at pitchers 

like a gun.

Humidity haloes the lights. Men yelp HOTdogs, HOTdogs, PROgram. I am transfixed...” 

So are we. 

Evan Levine

Marie Hallinen
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ZooBitsMenelik Geremew, Ph.D., a professor in the department of economics and business, has been 

appointed the Stephen B. Monroe Assistant Professor of Money and Banking. Charles J. Monroe 

established this chair in 1966 in honor of his father. The Monroe family has had a long tenure in 

banking, with three successive generations serving in this field in the Southwest Michigan region. 

Congratulations, Professor Geremew.

Associate Professor of Economics Patrik Hultberg, Ph.D., is the Kalamazoo College faculty 

point person for “Exploring Implementation of Hybrid Learning through Inter-Institutional 

Collaboration,” a project funded by the Teagle Foundation (www.teagle.org) that involves K, 

Alma College, Augustana College, and Wittenberg University. Hybrid courses integrate online 

advancements with the face-to-face interactions that are the marrow of the residential liberal 

arts learning experience. Kalamazoo College is the lead institution in developing the plan for 

implementation.

The Arts Council of Greater Kalamazoo awarded Media Producer and Instructor Dhera Strauss 

(Department of Art and Art History) the 2014 Community Medal of Arts. The award recognizes 

an artist who is a leader in her field, has completed a significant body of creative activity, has 

received local and/or national acclaim, and has affected the Kalamazoo community through art. 

Dhera’s award-winning documentary films include Kitchen Conversations; Donut Day; Los Bandits: 

More Than a Tex-Mex Band; Stefon Harris: The Art of Listening; Neighbors in the Square; and The Early Bird 

Gets the Wild Double. She is currently at work on a film documenting the loss and reconstruction 

of Kalamazoo’s local landmark bakery, Sarkozi’s. The K students who take her classes produce 

fine work as well, and their documentary films are featured during the Student Film Festival each 

homecoming.

Assistant Professor of Psychology Autumn Hostetter, Ph.D., published an article titled “Action 

Attenuates the Effect of Visibility on Gesture Rates” in the journal Cognitive Science.

Alan Hill, Ph.D., clinical director of the Kalamazoo College Counseling Center, delivered a 

presentation titled “Easy as A-B-C 1,2,3: An Integrative Personal Knowledge Approach to Relapse 

Prevention” at the 30th Conference of the Society of Psychotherapy Integration, which took place 

in Montreal, Quebec.

Former Kalamazoo College president David Breneman has been named president and chief 

executive officer of the Society of the Four Arts (Palm Beach, Fla.). He previously served as the 

Newton and Rita Meyers Professor in Economics of Education and Public Policy at the University 

of Virginia in Charlottesville. At Four Arts he oversees a budget of more than $6.4 million and 36 

full-time and seasonal staff at an institution dedicated to support of and continuing education in 

the arts and humanities.

K in the Bloodline

Citation of Merit Award Winners

A number of graduating members of the class of 2014 share the K liberal arts experience with family members who came before—

ancestral Hornets, so to speak. This group gathered for a photo on commencement morning. Pictured are (l-r): front row—Fran 
Bruder Melgar ’83, Jeff Palmer ’76, Grace Parikh-Walter ’14, Lynn Parikh ’90, Geoff Paine ’80, Kari 
Paine ’14, Katharine Moffit ’14, Kim (Yull) Moffit ’82, Dane Carey ’11; second row—Brianna Melgar ’14, 
Michael Hartman ’86, Rachel Hartman ’14, Jennifer Lepard ’86, David Daly Jr. ’14, Tom Daly ’81, Tim 
Moffit ’80, Ursula Owens ’83, Grant Carey ’14; back row—Lisa Woolcock Majlof ’14, Patty Woolcock ’76, 
David-Tapman Daly Sr. ’81, Diane Dupuis ’80, Fiona Dupuis Carey ’14, Jessie Owens ’14, and Barry 
Owens ’84. 

Merrilyn Vaughn-Hoffman ’58 and John (Jack) M. Dentler ’48 received the 2014 Citation of Merit Award, presented by 

the Emeritus Club of Kalamazoo College, an alumni organization for members of classes that graduated 50 or more years ago. The 

award honors involvement in the activities and programs at K (including alumni activities), financial support of the College, and civic, 

educational, and community activities that reflect credit upon the College. Jack may be best known as the founder of the campus 

radio station—WJMD, the call letters of which derive from the initials of his name. He enjoyed a long career in pharmaceutical sales 

and continues his avocations in music, public safety (police and fire fighting work), and photography. Merrilyn majored in history 

and Spanish at K and served more than 20 years as an exemplary class agent. She had a long career in public service and state 

politics, and she owned her own secretarial/editing/proofing business. Congratulations to Merrilyn and Jack, two terrific K alumni!
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Barbara (Miller) Keil ’42 died on July 1, 2014. She attended Kalamazoo College as a member 

of the class of 1942, and she graduated from University of Michigan. During World War II Barbara 

served in the Marine Corps as a civilian translator. She spent most of her life in New York. She 

earned a Master’s degree in social work (Fordham) and co-founded the Rockland Parent Child 

Center, one of the first of such centers in the country. She later served as a guardian ad litum for 

the Vermont Family Court. She loved gardening, classical and jazz music, travel, and being with 

family and friends.

Agnes (Root) Bopp ’45 died on July 21, 2014. She earned her degree from K in English and 

later earned her teaching certification from Western Michigan University. She married William 

Bopp in 1943 and they were together for nearly 65 years when he died in 2008. Agnes taught 

school in the communities of West Branch and Coldwater. She was an active member of the 

United Methodist Church in Coldwater and was active in many community activities. She loved 

people, traveling, and reading. She is survived by her four children and many grandchildren and 

great-grandchildren.

Janice (Barnes) Davison ’48 died on May 28, 2014. She attended K and later took a position 

with the Illinois Bell Telephone Company as a service representative. She and her husband, Edward 

Davison, were married for 65 years and had five daughters. Jan had a deep interest in genealogy 

and spent many years traveling and researching her family’s history.

Bette Kay (Porter) Holtom ’57 died on June 23, 2014. She matriculated to K from 

Chapman High School (Apalachicola, Fla.). When she left K she was majoring in music and was a 

talented player of the piano, pipe organ, flute, and viola. She also sang and conducted. From K she 

returned to Three Rivers, Mich., (her birthplace) where she met and married Frank Holtom. They 

were married for 57 years. She is survived by Frank, their three children, and many grandchildren.

Robert E. Hader ’61 died on May 31, 2014. He earned his Bachelor’s degree in history from 

Kalamazoo College and his law degree from the Detroit College of Law. He practiced law in 

Mount Clemens (Mich.) for 50 years and was a member of the Macomb County Bar Association. 

He was an avid fisherman and tennis player and is survived by his wife, two daughters, and 

several grandchildren.

Judy (Hallock) Brenneman ’63 died on June 2, 2014. She was 73 years old. She was born 

in Akron, Ohio, and moved to Detroit at an early age. She graduated from Redford High School 

(1959) and then attended K, where she met her husband, John Brenneman ’60. They were wed 

on October 1, 1960, and were happily married for more than 53 years. Judy is survived by John, 

their three children, and several grandchildren. She loved to spend time with her children and 

grandchildren and enjoyed traveling with friends.
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Emeritus Club Gathers InMemory

Past and present graduates celebrated commencement weekend 2014. Newly minted alumni (members of the class of 2014) shared 

festivities with members of the Emeritus Club, alumni who graduated from Kalamazoo College 50 or more years previous. Emeritus 

Club members gathered for special occasions and honored two of their colleagues with Citation of Merit awards (see related story 

on page 47). The group took time out from a Saturday evening gathering to pose for a group photo. Pictured are (top to bottom) left 

row—Jack Dentler ’48, Jean (Armintrout) Koopsen ’48, Maxine (Bailey) Bearss ’48, Richard Hudson ’61, 
Lynn (Emmons) Hudson ’62, Don Davis ’55, Nancy Sulfridge ’76, Betty (Colvin) Sulfridge ’49; middle row—

Dick Meyerson ’49, Georgia Meyerson, Maija (Zadins) Lillya ’61, Jane (VandenBerge) Steward ’59, Sally 
(Lange) Padley ’62, Evelyn (Biek) Davis ’54; right row—Merrilyn (Cigard) Vaughn-Hoffman ’58, Wendell 
Bearss, David Macleod ’59, C. Peter Lillya ’59, Katherine (Machin) Howson ’62, Bob Steward ’58, John 
De Vos ’53, Karen (Lake) De Vos ’59, and Emerson Campbell ’55.

Donor Honor Roll
You can view the Donor Honor Roll (now published exclusively online) at kzoo.edu/DonorHonorRoll. The document 

acknowledges the individuals and organizations that made gifts to Kalamazoo College in Fiscal Year 2013-14 (July 1, 2013, 

to June 30, 2014), including designated gifts and gifts to the Kalamazoo College Fund and the Hornet Athletic Association. 

THANK YOU! Your philanthropy helps make a difference in the lives of K students.



InMemoryBaiba (Kaugara) Ozols ’65 died on July 7, 2014. She was born in Latvia in 1943 and lived 

with her family in displaced person camps until they immigrated to the United States in 1950. She 

grew up in Indiana and Michigan. She earned her degree at K in English and studied abroad in 

Bonn, Germany. After graduating from K she did graduate work at the University of Munster and 

at Harvard University. She earned a Master’s degree in library science at Simmons College in 1973 

and worked as a librarian at the Harvard Law Library for 22 years. Baiba was an active member 

of the Boston area Latvian community, a widely respected translator of Latvian poems and folk 

songs, and an award winning poet. She cherished her family and was an enthusiastic gardener and 

cook, a dedicated Red Sox fan, an exacting editor and wordsmith, an avid recycler and yard sale 

enthusiast, and a lifelong promoter of Latvian traditions and customs.

Richard Payne ’65 died on June 7, 2014, in his childhood home in Plainwell, Mich. During 

his days at Kalamazoo College, Dick majored in chemistry and studied abroad in Germany. He 

was a four-year varsity letter winner in both cross country and track. He later earned a Master of 

Library Science degree at Western Michigan University. He was well-known in the greater Plainwell 

area for his work involving the professional restoration of vintage homes. Dick was active in the 

Plainwell Presbyterian Church as a leader and choir member. One niece, Rachel Colingsworth, 

followed in his footsteps, graduating from K in 1990.

Luanne Smith Schonfeld ’75 died on July 14, 2014, after an eight-year struggle with cancer. 

She is survived by her parents, a son and a daughter, and a grandson. She earned her B.A. in 

psychology at Kalamazoo College and a M.B.A. from Northwestern University. She was a self-

employed photographer and her black-and-white works are still shown in galleries in Petoskey and 

Charlevoix, Mich.

Cheryl Hanna ’88 died on July 27, 2014. She was a professor at the Vermont Law School 

and a well-known legal analyst. She earned her Bachelor’s degree at K in anthropology and 

sociology and earned her law degree from Harvard. After working as an assistant state’s attorney 

in Baltimore, Cheryl began her teaching career at Vermont Law School in 1994. She often offered 

legal commentary to the Vermont media on a wide range of topics. Those included the death 

penalty, abortion, the First Amendment, and the legal fight to close the Vermont Yankee nuclear 

power plant. She was known for making recondite legal language accessible to lay audiences and 

for elucidating the impact of legal decisions on everyday people. Cheryl was active with the Girl 

Scouts and with Council for the Future of Vermont. She was elected the chairwoman of the board 

of trustees for the Richard and Barbara Snelling Center for Government in 2010. She also had 

served on the board of trustees of Planned Parenthood of Northern New England and as a member 

of the Vermont Gender Bias Study Implementation Task Force. Cheryl received the Sister Elizabeth 

Candon Distinguished Service Award from the organization Vermont Women in Higher Education. 

She is survived by her husband, Paul Henninge, and their two children.

Baiba Ozols

Margaret Dold  (second from left)
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Margaret Pugh ’42: 1921-2014
by Colin Smith ’15

When she reached the age of 80, Margaret (Dold) Pugh ’42 decided it was a good time to begin 

rollerblading. Not long after she took on that challenge, her granddaughter sent her a card depicting 

an elderly woman on a motorcycle; the cutline read: “First rollerblading, now what?”

 Margaret died at the age of 92 on May 29, 2014. She was one of the first women to graduate 

from Kalamazoo College with a degree in chemistry. Years ago, the K alumni magazine wanted to do 

an article on Margaret, but she always demurred. “Maybe later.” Alas, later is now.

 Her parents were John and Irene (King) Dold, and they owned the local Kalamazoo business 

called Dold’s Drug Store. Margaret lived in Southwest Michigan her entire life, and her parents 

emphasized the importance of education from their daughter’s early age.

 Margaret attended Nazareth Academy through middle school and then St. Augustine for high 

school. At the time of her high school graduation, her parents’ business started to struggle, and 

higher education seemed unlikely. Then an anonymous donor agreed to pay tuition costs, and 

Margaret began her studies at K in 1938.

 She was one of 18 women in her class of 58 students. During her four years she lived in 

Trowbridge Hall. Outside of class she assisted in the chemistry labs, participated in Kappa Phi (a 

campus women’s literary society where she acquired her taste for the card game Bridge), and helped 

start the Women’s Athletic Association. She took her tennis and badminton seriously.

 Before she had even graduated from K, she was hired by the Kalamazoo pharmaceutical giant, 

the Upjohn Company. During a time when women often didn’t attend college, especially to pursue 

the sciences, it was even more rare for a woman to be hired as a chemist. Susan Allen, former 

communication director at K, recalled Margaret telling her: "They had to hire me because all the 

men were off serving in World War II.”

 At Upjohn she conducted chemical analyses in the company’s control division, and at Upjohn 

she met fellow chemist Arthur Pugh. They started dating in 1944 and were married the following 

year. They were together for 45 years until his death in 1990.

 Margaret quit her job after their first child was born. She and Arthur raised three children—

Dan, John, and Carol. “She was a very dedicated mother,” said Carol. The family owned one car, 

so Arthur took the bus to work and Margaret used the car to drive the children to school and 

their after-school activities. She and Arthur regularly played Bridge, attended the Kalamazoo Civic 

Theatre, and planned vacations around wherever their children were residing or working.

 Although she gave up working at the Upjohn Company, Margaret maintained close ties with 

her former colleagues. “Upjohn was a big part of her life even after she left,” said Carol. 

 Margaret had a strong sense of civic responsibility. She was a member of the Parent-Teacher 

Association, Reading Buddies, and Grand Friends. After her children were grown, she served as a 

volunteer at Bronson Hospital for more than 15 years. She also loved the arts and held season tickets 

at the Kalamazoo Civic Theatre for more than 60 years.



Return to 
Strasbourg’s 
Christmas Market

by David Hammond ’73



later, my wife Carolyn Berg ’72 and I had a chance to 

visit this ancient French-German city while staying 

with our daughter, Abigail Berg-Hammond ’04, in 

Geneva, Switzerland. 

 Before hitting Strasbourg, we warmed up with a 

few other markets in Switzerland and France.

Basel and Montreux: 
Raclette and Glühwein
After Abigail graduated from K, she began working 

with Ketchum, an international public relations firm. 

While working in the Chicago office, she was invited 

to move to Geneva, Switzerland, where she was to 

spend one year with the World Economic Forum. She 

 Christmas markets, popular throughout Europe during 

the winter holidays, bring light and happiness—not to mention 

commercial activity—into a dreary and cold time of year when many 

might be most inclined to huddle indoors.

 I learned about Christmas markets during my Kalamazoo 

College junior year (1971-72) in Strasbourg, France. Like many at K’s 

foreign study outpost in Alsace, I wasn’t expecting the streets around 

Strasbourg’s famous cathedral to become—seemingly overnight—

thronged with vendors offering holiday foods, gifts, and ornaments 

reflecting centuries-old traditions. 

 Strasbourg’s is the oldest Christmas market in France. It started 

in 1570, giving Strasbourg the marketing opportunity to proclaim 

itself “The Capitol of Christmas.”

 I hadn’t been back to Strasbourg since 1971. About 40 years 

did such an excellent job (of course!) that they requested her to stay 

another year. It was clearly going to be some time before she made it 

back home to the States, so Carolyn and I went to Switzerland to visit 

her and Ben Grimes, her boyfriend-now-husband, over the holidays.

 Geneva did have a Christmas market, though the self-denying 

Calvinist tradition of the city may have vitiated (to some degree) its 

fun. The major holiday markets in Switzerland are in Zurich, Bern, 

and Basel; I was particularly interested in visiting the Basel market. 

In the foreign study winter of 1970-71, several of us K students hitch-

hiked from Strasbourg to Basel, which has the largest Christmas 

market in Switzerland, with lots to see and eat.

 In Basel, we found much high-quality, hand-crafted 

merchandise: knit sweaters, toys, tableware, and home furnishings, 

as well as some beautiful jewelry. Of course, foodie at heart and by 

trade, I was laser-focused on what they had to eat. Several vendors 

in Basel’s Christmas market offered raclette. Derived from “racler” 

(French for “to scrape”), raclette cheese is usually served in long 

bricks warmed under electric heating elements. When the upper 

part of the cheese becomes soft, it’s gently scraped onto slices of 

bread and served with little pickles and onions, simple and highly 

satisfying. 

 At the Christmas market in Montreux, well known for its 

jazz festival, I had the first of many mugs of glühwein. Similar to 

Scandinavia’s glögg and Britain’s grog, this mulled wine contains 

cinnamon, orange, and “Christmas cake spices” like allspice, nutmeg, 

and coriander. Glühwein is festive, and it’s served from a steaming 

pot, warming hands and belly and combining well with sweet and 

savory dishes. Glühwein is available at all markets 

we visited in Switzerland and France, and it tasted 

pretty much exactly the same everywhere, which was 

just fine with us.

 Reflecting Swiss economy and reasonableness, 

glühwein is dispensed in ceramic mugs that you 

“rent” with a small deposit; when you return the mug 

for your deposit, you have the added satisfaction of 

knowing you didn’t leave behind Styrofoam cups 

that will end up in landfills.

Annecy and Strasbourg: 
Tartiflette and Christolle
The Christmas market in Annecy, France, unlike 

all other markets we visited, is located in a small 
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Abigail Berg-Hammond ’04 and her mom, Carolyn Berg ’72 

The Strasbourg market with the cathedral in the background

Hurdy-gurdy man in the Strasbourg market

The author, David Hammond ’73, enjoys a champagne-and-oyster breakfast in the Strasbourg market

Making raclette cheese in Basel’s market
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Christolle

Basel holiday market

 There’s lots to eat at Strasbourg’s Christmas 

market, much of it reflecting both French and 

German influence (over the centuries, Strasbourg 

was a “free city” as well as sometimes a part of 

both neighboring countries). There were crepes 

and sauerkraut, foie gras, and Christolle, a sugar-

sprinkled cake that vaguely resembles a child in 

swaddling clothes. The Christolle is traditionally 

served on December 28 in remembrance of Herod’s 

“slaughter of the innocents.” 

 In Strasbourg, there are also many red apple 

ornaments for sale, recalling the fruit that Adam and 

Eve disobediently nibbled in the Garden of Eden. 

That original sin made a redeemer necessary and, 

thus, Christmas. 

 Confessing my sentimental bias, Strasbourg 

was by far my favorite Christmas market. Vendors’ 

stands snake around the cathedral, making a clear 

connection between spiritual and commercial 

energies. This balance of sacred and profane is what 

Christmas has been about since at least the middle of 

the 16th century; it remains so to this day.

medieval town. Once the capital of the Geneva region, Annecy has a 

humble but pleasant Christmas market set along winding roadways 

that trace a canal that runs through the small town. Annecy’s 

Christmas market offerings, however, started feeling a little repetitive, 

so we ducked into L’Alpin, a restaurant promising Savoyard cuisine. 

 What remains in memory as the best meal of my life was served 

at a little restaurant in Beaune, France, that I visited during K’s 

foreign study experience decades ago. I don’t remember the name of 

the place, but the food was solid, honest, simple, and hugely flavorful: 

a veal daube, green beans, crisp bread, cheese, and Burgundy wine. 

The food at L’Alpin reminded me of that meal: platters of well-sauced 

meat, salad, and, most memorably, a tartiflette of potatoes, reblochon 

cheese, onions, and lardons—beautifully paired with a light red 

Savoyard wine.  

 Now, with a “baseline” set at these other Christmas markets, we 

were at last ready to return to Strasbourg’s after 40 years!

 At the Strasbourg market music is everywhere. The centuries-

old streets provided a stage for a boisterous klezmer band, a guy 

playing guitar to whomever would listen, and a hurdy-gurdy man 

who worked his medieval-looking barrel organ with a pair of dancing 

puppets attached to one of his ankles. 

 We started our day with oysters and champagne, offered by a 

vendor who’d trucked in the seafood just that morning from Brittany. 

 The holiday air in Strasbourg is as I remembered: gently scented 

with roasting chestnuts that are moist, meaty, and seasoned with 

light smokiness.



Strasbourg Market
Christmas ornaments are part of the fare of the Strasbourg (France) market in December. After 
more than four decades, food writer and traveler David Hammond ’73 went back for a foreign study 
experience that in some ways he never left. Story on page 52. (Photo by David Hammond)
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