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COVER PICTURE 

Our cover carries a picture of the late Dr. 
Allen B. Stowe, head of the Kalamazoo Col
lege chemistry deportment and coach and 
promoter of tennis activities for thirty years. 
Dr. Stowe died on February 23 f rom injuries 
received when he was struck by a cor near 
Tredway Gymnasium. A tribute to Dr. Stowe, 
delivered by Dr. Weimer K. Hicks, president 
of the College, at memorial services on 
February 25 in Stetson Chapel, appears on 
the following page. Readers of this magazine 
will be interested to know that Mrs. Stowe, 
who was also involved in the occident, has 
now been released from the hospital and is 
at home at 132 Catherine St. 

EDITOR: MARILYN HINKLE '44 
ALUMNI PRES: HUGH V. ANDERSON '43 
Member, American Alumni Council 

Published quarterly by the Kalamazoo Col
lege Alumni Association and Kalamazoo Col
lege, Kalamazoo, Mich. Entered as second 
class matter January 18, 1940, at the Post 
Office at Kolomozo, Michigan, under the 
oct of March 3, 1879. Published quarterly, 
January, April, July, and October. Subscrip
tion rote: One dollar per year. 
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ALUMNI TRUSTEE ELECTION 
VOTE ON YELLOW CARD INSERT BY MAY 31 

ALUMNI CONSTITUTION, ARTICLE VI : A member of the Association shall be nominated 
each year by mail' ballot to serve on the Board of Trustees. The term of such a representative 
shall be for three years. He may not represent the Association for two successive terms. The 
Executive Board shall' select the slate from names submitted by Association members at large. 
The name of the candidate nominated by majority vate will be presented to the Board of 
Trustees for formal election . 

THE CANDIDATES 

Dan Ryan '42 is the Feature Editor of the 
Kalamazoo Gazette. He is a member of the 
Boord of Directors of the Kalamazoo Cham
ber of Commerce, and he serves on the Loy 
Advisory Boord of Borgess Hospital. He is 
a member of the K-Ciub, playing basketball 
and golf at "K," and he is a Sherwood. He 
heads the pu~licity committee for the 125th 
Anniversary at Kalamazoo College. His wife 
is the former Annie McNeil '44, who was the 
1944 May Fete Queen. 

Albert Van Zoeren '23 is owner of Alvan 
Motor Freight Company in Kalamazoo. He 
is the immediate post president of the Kol
omozoo College Alumni Association. As a 
student, he was president of the student 
body, president of Century Forum, circulo
t:on manager of the Index, and football 
player. He is the present chairman of the 
Boord of the Kalamazoo Home for the Aged. 
He is a member of the First Presbyterian 
Church and its Session for several years. 

Charles J. Venema '33 is a partner 1n the 
Keyser Insurance Agency, Kalamazoo. His 
M.S. degree is from N.Y.U. As a student 
at "K," he mode the AII-MIAA football 
team twice and was a Philo. He served the 
Alumni Association as president in 1947, and 
he is the present chairman of the Parents' 
Council, having a son, Bill, enrolled as a 
student at Kalamazoo. He was chairman of 
advance gifts for the post Annual Fund, is 
secretory of the Mich. Assn. of Mutual In
surance Agents, and is Supt. of the Sunday 
School of the Second Reformed Church, 
Kalamazoo. 

KALAMAZOO COLLEGE 



A T RI B U TE 

DR. ALLEN B. STOWE 

Eevery enduring institution -
whether it be social, religious, or 

educational- is the lengthening 
shadow of a few great personalities, 
men who rise above their peers in 
service to their fellowmen and thus 
leave lasting imprints upon the 
generations which follow. They de
part from us. Years pass. Memories 
grow dim. Yet their shadows endure, 
seemingly reincarnated in the lives 
they have touched and made strong. 

Kalamazoo College, which Dr. 
Stowe loved, and to which he gave 
half of his life, exists as a living 
memorial to a few in each genera
tion- dedicated professors whose 
good works live on through the 
minds they have challenged and the 
ambitions they have stirred. John
athan and Lucinda Stone, E. A. 
Balch, C. B. Williams, H. L. Stetson 
-whose name this sanctuary bears 
- Allan Hoben - a professor even 
more than a president- John 
Hornbeck and Lemuel Smith, mas
terful teachers who inspired the one 
we honor today. 

They were builders, one and all, 
but builders of men. And this Col
lege is veritably the lengthening 
shadow of these great personalities 
with which it has been blessed. 

We meet now to pay tribute to 
one who properly takes his place in 
this revered group. We lament the 
tragedy which has taken him from 
us, yet we know that he lived his 
life to the fullest, and life cannot 
be judged by the number of heart 
beats, but by the way the heart beats 
for others. 

Allen B. Stowe was a native of 
southwestern Michigan. He grew to 
manhood in a Baptist home in a 
neighboring community. Conse
quently, his choice of Kalamazoo 
College was quite logical. Equally 
understandable was the direction in 
which the College motivated him. 
Long before his matriculation the 

College had been producing more 
than its share of college professors. 

So, having received his baccalau
reate degree in 1920, Dr. Stowe en
rolled at Clark University, from 
which he was awarded his doctorate 
in chemistry in 1923. Then he re
turned to M:chigan to teach chemis
try at Olivet College. In this en
vironment his interest in tennis came 
to the fore. In 1928, he was invited 
to join the faculty of his alma mater, 
not because of his outstanding ac
complishments as a coach, but be
cause of his leadership in the class
room. His work in chemistry com
plemented that of Dr. Lemuel 
Smith, and during the next two dec
ades these devoted teachers inspired 
a higher percentage of their majors 
to continue through the doctorate 
level than any chemistry department 
in America. Since Dr. Stowe be
came the Head of the Department, 
the percentage has moved even 
higher. 

Early in the 1930's his interest in 
tennis was revived and soon it 
developed in abundant proportions. 
His achievements as a coach and 
leader in tennis are too numerous 
to mention here. His College has 
not been defeated in its league since 
May 15, 1935. Against America's 
largest universities, his teams won 
more than their share. And his last 
team was undefeated in 22 matches. 

It was he who brought the Na
tional Boys and Juniors Champion
ships to Kalamazoo fourteen years 
ago. It is fitting and proper that the 
tennis facilities should bear his name, 
for Stowe Stadium is a tribute to his 
vision, his steadfastness, and his 
leadership. Meanwhile, year by year, 
the United States Lawn Tennis As
sociation placed on him varying re
sponsibilities, until he was fondly 
called "Mr. Junior Tennis." 

The College, community, and ten
nis world will long remember him. 
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By Dr. Weimer K Hicks 

Hundreds of scientists all over the 
nation found through him the moti
vation for their professional careers. 
To them he was a source of inspira
tion; one who opened new doors of 
understanding. His colleagues on 
the faculty esteemed him for his 
sound scholarship and his capacities 
as a teacher. His judgment was a 
constant strength to the faculty and 
administration. In 1948 he led a 
faculty committee which directed 
the administration of the College 
during an interim between pres
idents. In all his decisions, the wel
fare of the College and its students 
was foremost in his thinking. 

He will be remembered, too, by 
tennis enthusiasts, particularly by 
the many boys he befriended. Ten
nis with Dr. Stowe was far more than 
a sport; it was an educational expe
rience. He placed the development 
of men far above athletic proficiency. 
"Doc" lived for, and with, his boys. 
After a twelve-hour day of a national 
Tournament, he would return to 
the dorm to supervise the off-court 
activities of the players. They were 
his boys and he their counselor and 
friend. 

Some of us, too, will remember 
him as a devout churchman. Dur
ing his early years in Kalamazoo he 
was a vigorous leader of the Board 
of Trustees of the First Baptist 
Church. Throughout the years, he 
could be found in a pew almost 
every Sunday. Faith seemed to be an 
integral part of his life. Yet he did 
not preach sermons; instead, he prac
ticed them. 

Dr. Stowe's spirit will remain a 
living part of this College and the 
broader community. His shadow 
will lengthen through the lives of 
the many who have been privileged 
to know him and to study under him. 
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TOP S U MM E R T H E A TRE 

SIDELIGHTS ON THE BARN 

When your editor of THE 
ALUMNUS, Miss Marilyn 

Hinkle, asked that I write an article 
for this publication I was flattered, 
to say the least. Since we were 
frantically in the middle of the 1956 
season at the Barn Theatre at the 
time, all I could do was to thank 
her for the invitation and decline. 
However, I did leave the door open, 
indicating that I would be happy to 
write something for a later issue. 
That was my big mistake. I hadn't 
considered the fact that I am not a 
writer by profession. Oh, I've writ
ten a few television plays, but there's 
a difference. There I just had to 
make my characters talk- say 
things in the way I might say them 
-talk "naturally" as the saying 
goes. 

I suppose I've sat down at my desk 
fifty times to write, in a style that 
would be suitable for a college 
publication, an article that would be 
interesting reading for college grad
uates. My wife, Betty, could better 
tell that story, for it was she who 
suffered most with my grumblings 
and outbursts of disgust with myself. 

Jock P. Rogotzy '48 (M.A, UCLA '49) 
writes about his experiences in organizing 
one of the finest summer theatre's in the 
country - the Born Theatre at Augusto. 
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When I finally settled down, I 
realized my biggest stumbling block 
was "what to write about." I had 
already decided that I would "talk" 
this story since my style of writing 
falls naturally to dialogue. But what 
to talk about. Should I merely re
count the history of the Barn Thea
tre? Eleven years of history covers 
a lot of territory. Success story that 
it is, it still could be pretty compli
cated- and dull. 

But- I could start out by men
tioning that the total capitalization 
of that beginning year in 1946 was 
$350 and that we teetered constantly 
on the brink of financial disaster. 
The failure of a single production 
at the box office would have meant 
the failure of the Barn Theatre, for 
each show depended on the financial 
success of the previous show for 
funds. During each of those three 
years in Richland, we eeked out just 
enough money to pay our bills and 
encourage us on to do another season. 

Wait a second~ I really shouldn't 
call us the Barn Theatre. In those 
early days, we inhabited a former 
church in the village of Richland 
and were known as The Village 
Players. But it was the same organ
ization that later became the Barn 
Theatre, Inc., at Augusta. 

It might be interesting for K 
alumni to have a look at the original 
membership of The Village Players. 
Many of our actors and technicians 
(they were the same thing in those 
days- everyone did everything) 
were recruits from Kalamazoo Col
lege, and fellow students of mine. 
Some of you may remember Don 
Brink, Ed Phelps, Robert Cass, Don 
Griffith, Bob Dewey, Don Kiel and 
Jane Christy among others. Few of 
them have pursued professional 
theatre careers. They turned for the 
most part to sensible professions and 
occupations. But during those early, 
hectic and hard years, there would 
have been no theatre without them. 

By Jack Ragotzy 

I might even tell you about the 
episode that led to our taking the 
plunge into full-fledged professional
ism. But what's so interesting about 
being tossed out of your place of 
business by an election in the Vil
lage of Richland? 

There might be a story in how we 
found the present location for the 
Barn - how we came back late in 
June after I had finished my master's 
degree, and how Betty, Drew Hand
ley and I personally sought out every 
empty barn in the whole of Kal
amazoo, Calhoun and nearby coun
ties- and how just as we were 
about to give up, we lucked upon 
the ideal barn. But for that day 
early in July, 1949, there might be 
no Barn Theatre today. 

It was a hot day and we were at 
our wits end. We had just inves
tigated the possibility of any empty 
barns on Upjohn farms and had just 
been told none was available. They 
all were in use as barns. As we were 
driving out of the driveway, the 
manager of the farm yelled to us. 
We stopped. He came up to the car 
and asked if we had seen the Cook 
barn on M-96 near Augusta. It was 
a fairly new, large building that had 
not been used for much since it's 
builder, Robert Cook, had died soon 
after its completion. 

And would you believe it? It 
was vacant and we did rent it and 
thus we entered our fourth season 
rather than extinction. Not long af
ter that we became a professional 
Equity summer stock company, 
Michigan's first. That year was 1949 
and the Barn Theatre had grown 
steadily in size and reputation. But 
that makes it sort of a "success 
story," and such stories can be very 
dull reading, especially if there are 
no great crises involved. Not that 
there weren't many small crises. In 
theatre business, every new week is 
a new crisis. 
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Then there's the story of our land
lady, Mrs. Cook, now Mrs. Vaughn 
Burrell. She's a great gal and among 
oth~r things has loaned us enough 
props out of her antique shop to 
sink anybody's ship. She's also a 
businesswoman and not one to over
look a good thing. And th~ success 
of the Barn was a good thing since 
she leased the building to us. Every 
time we made an improvement on 
the property, technically known as 
leasehold improvements, the prop
erty became more valuable. Every 
time the property became more 
valuable, up went the leasing terms. 
We were creating a monster which 
would eventually eat up all our pro
fits- wh~n there were profits. Now 
wasn't that a dilemna? What to do. 
Mrs. Burrell was in no hurry to sell 
and when she did mention price, it 
was prohibitively high- not for the 
property itself but for our pocket
books. What's more, no bank in the 
area seemed to think a summer thea
tre corporation was a good risk. That 
was about 1952. 

The years 195 3 and 195 4 were 
fabulous. We made Jots of money. 
At the same time, Mrs. Burrell had 
an unexpected change of heart and 
d~cided she wanted to sell part of 
her property. We bargained and she 
agreed to sell us the barn. We had 
enough to make the down payment 
on a land con tract - $5 ,000 - and 
we did it. Now we had our Barn. 
Eventually we turned th~ contract 
into a mortgage. Then we had a 
Barn and a mortgage. Every year 
we've made improvements on the 
theatre. Needless to say, we still have 
a mortgage. It's not too bad though, 
measured against theatrical property 
valued now at $75,000. With no 
modesty whatever, I can report that 
the Barn Th~atre today is one of the 
finest summer theatres in the coun
try. 

One day, during one of my num
erous starts at writing this article, I 
had the idea that it would be of in
terest to the readers of the ALUM
NUS to learn that K College itself 
played no small part in the found
ing of the Barn Theatre. It was then 
The Village Players, as I explained 
before. You see, in 1946 I was still 
a freshman at K and still under the 
pressure of trying to be as smart as 

The Richland Commun ity Center, a former chu rch, ond the or iginal home of the Born 

Theatre. The players ore JUSt putting up thei r Vi l lage Players sign, thei r name for the f irst 

l Ew seasons. Jack Ragotzy can be seen directly below the sign with his hand on the ladder. 

Jack Ragotzy looks up at h1s new theat re, the Barn Theai re. The high weeds and almost

off f ront door indicate much work to be done. Reading from left to right, Betty Ebert, 

attorney Jack Fishe r, Don Brink '50, Drew Handley (techn ical di rector and actor from 

U.C.L.A.), and Raootzy 
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my wife, who with her B.A. from 
U.C.L.A., was four years my educa
tional senior. While I was an Eng
lish literature major, I managed to 
do a good deal of my work in the 
speech department, both curricularly 
and extracurricularly. Naturally, the 
people I worked with most closely 
were students who were taking 
speech and drama courses. You al
ready know that several of them 
were players with us in our early 
seasons. 

How did the College itself become 
involved in the growth of the Barn 
Theatre? Well, it would sound 
something like this: 

To start a theatre, one must have 
certain physical properties, including 
such items as scenery and lights. The 
College was kind enough to loan us 
the scenery that was used in K Col
lege productions, since it obviously 
would be of no use to the depart
ment during the summer. We in 
turn were to keep it in good condi
tion and repair. The same was to 
apply to lighting instruments we 
borrowed that first season. Come to 
think of it, maybe I'd better not 
even tell this part of the story, for 
as I write about it I become increas
ingly aware that all of that borrow
ing may have been done without the 
full permission of the "higher ups." 
I think, as a matter of fact, that that 
first year it was done rather outside 
of the law with the negotiating hav
ing been done with Dr. Ethel 
Kaump, who then headed the speech 
department. While I was no "darl
ing of the department," I had been 
very active in it and Dr. Kaump had 
great intere~t and sympathy with 
our summer efforts. 

I can't really imagine now how 
we could have sneaked articles as 
large as stage scenery out of the 
building, even in the summer time, 
without someone's asking some 

From top to bottom . 

mighty pointed questions. But we 
did. As a matter of fact I believe 
this somewhat shady deal went on 
for a couple of years. Dr. Smith 
may have known all along what was 
going on and it was done with the 
College's full permission. But then 
again ... That's why I'm sure I 
should never have brought it up in 
the first place. In any case, we're 
mighty grateful to both Dr. Kaump 
and Dr. Smith. 

While I'm talking about scenery, 
you might like to hear an interest
ing backstage note. As you may or 
may not know, stage scenery is com
posed basically of "flats." "Flats" 
are constructed of rectangular pine 
frames over which muslin is stretch
ed and then "sized" with water base 
paint. They are, for a given theatre, 
uniform in height. The widths may 
vary from one foot to five feet nine 
inches. And here's the reason
and the story. This widest measure
ment is a figure which derives from 
the fact that the widest flat that will 
fit in a railroad car is 5'9". Even to 
the present day, professional scenic 
builders still make that the widest 
dimension of a flat, even though 
there's often not a chance in the 
world that the scenery will be trans
ported by rail. Crazy, huh? We 
think so, too. Barn Theatre scenery 
today is made to full six feet, even 
wider if we feel the need. 

There is still another part of the 
K College-Barn Theatre story here 
that I could tell. Dr. Smith was 
directly responsible for this windfall 
and it must be stated again that in 
those early years, we needed many. 
We had by now moved to Augusta 
and the Barn. I had already gr~d
uated from K and had completed 
my master's atU.C.L.A. (1949) We 
were about to import our first pro
fessional company. Most of these 
were actors from the West Coast-

The Born Theatre as 1t was 1n 1949. The Village Players hod JUSt located a new home. 

Thei r nome was pointed on the roof, and the field hod been mowed. Within a very few 

days, the fi rst show, "Room Service," was to open. 

Jock Rogotzy with his wife, Betty Ebert, standing together by the Born door. 

The Born Theatre, 1957 version. The addit ion on the f ront is a lobby, added in 1956. The 

theatre seats over 500 people. 
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Hollywood and the like. Many were 
ex-students from U.C.L.A. The 
salaries they were going to receive 
were low, very low, and something 
had to be done to take up the slack 
in living expenses. 

While a student, I had never 
been prompt enough nor persistent 
enough to get space in the G.I. hous
ing units on the old football field 
nor at the units near Angell Field. 
But I did know that many G.I. 
families left for the summer and that 
some of the hutments became avail
able during that period. That's 
where Dr. Smith came in. I told 
him of our needs and he responded 
by renting available units to our 
first resident acting company at the 
prevailing rates, which were a dream 
setup for low budgets. Barn Theatre 
actors spent three happy summers in 
those hutments. 

I must blushingly admit that the 
company of 1949- that first one at 
the Barn -was a little bit on the 
raucous side. But I guess they made 
no more noise than the trains which 
periodically thundered by. The by
word used to be "Open the door! 
Here comes Old 97!" 

But alas, as with all progress, 
something must be lost. Eventually 
the hutments were torn down, as you 
know, and now the company is 
housed in and around the theatre. 
Today's salaries make higher rentals 
comparatively easy to pay, but we'd 
never have gone through those slim 
years without the hutments. 

Well, now, I see I haven't really 
written an article. But I've talked 
quite a lot and revealed several as
yet-unpublished sidelights on the 
Barn. I hope I've created the impres
sion that we're grateful to Kalama
zoo College for its part in the build
of the Barn. We are. I'm also pretty 
proud to be a Kalamazoo College 
alumnus. 

SAVE 
OCTOBER 5 

FIRST BIG 
EVENT OF 

ANN IVERSARY 

- HOMECOMING -

SPRING ALUMNUS , 

12 5th OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCED 

P1ctured above with the Michigan Historical Comm1ssion marker ore Robert Jenkins, pres
ident of the student body and President Weimer K. Hicks. The unvei ling ceremony coinc ided 
with Founders' Day and the official announcement of the 125th anniversary. 

0 n Monday, April 22, Founders' Day at Kalamazoo College was observed 
and official announcement was made of the approach of the 125th annivt:r
sary year. To mark Founders' Day, the Michigan Historical Commission 
presented Kalamazoo College with a marker which cites our college as "hav

ing given instruction on a college level longer than any other Michigan 
school." The marker reads in full: "This school, Baptist in origin, was 

chartered in 1833 by the Territory of Michigan as the Michigan and Huron 
Institute and held its first classes in 1836. Instruction of college level has 
been given here longer than at any other Michigan school. In 1845 the 
present campus was purchased. The right to confer degrees was granted in 
1855. This pioneer school has won national renown as a liberal arts college 
with special honor in teaching of the sciences." The marker is presently 

located in front of Hoben Hall where it is readily in view along the drive
way. It eventually will be placed as a roadside marker after construction 
on the new highway at the foot of our campus hill has been completed. 
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THE NEW AND THE OLD BOWEN 
With the help of a sum designated from the Seven

teenth Annual Fund, the fifty-four-year-old administration 
building at Kalamazoo College, Bowen Hall, has been given 
a "new look." A new roof and a nearly completed renova
tion of the first floor are causing countless expressions of 
surprise and approval. 

The fi rst co lumn of pictures shows "the before," and the 
adjoining pictures i11 the second column provide you with a 
glimpse of " the after" for comparable locations. First, we see 
the spot which many years ago was the ma in entrance to 
Bowen Hall. In recent years, the area served as office space 
fo r the secretory to the president as shown. In the right co l
umn is the some location, providing a wai t ing room for the 
admini st rative off ices (Note the terrozo fl ooring, which has 
also obscured the ' 'squeaking stairways." ) Other pictures 
show the uold" and "new" off ice of the president; the fi rst 
f loor lecture room - before and after; and a seen;: of the for
mer quarters of the biology deportment, and the now attrac
tive off ices located in this section of the bu ilding The off ice 
shown is that of rhe Dean of Women, with Mrs. Char les 
Johnson seated at her desk, and Paul Collins, Dean of Men. 

The admissions office, the Dean of Men 's office, the 
industrial relations suite, the Registrar 's office, the Vice Pres
ident's office, the business office, and a ·Conference room are 
now included in the layout of the first floor. 

MILLION DOLLAR ART CENTER 
A million dollar program is in the planning stage to 

make Kalamazoo one of the major art centers in the mid
west with facilities surpassing those of most cities of its size 
in the nation. The project is being carried out through the 
combined efforts of the Kalamazoo Foundation, the Kalama
zoo Institute of Arts, and Kalamazoo College. The program 
visualizes the entire hilltop area of about six acres just west 
of Monroe Street where West Main Street and Grand Avenue 
run together in a triangle. Part of this property, the Connable 
estate, is owned by Kalamazoo College. 

The plan has progressed to a point where the Kalama
zoo Foundation is contemplating the assembling of an endow
ment of $500,000, and the other phase of the project antic
ipates a $500,000 subscription campaign later in the year. 
Eero Saarinen, internationally noted architect, has been re
tained to design the new art center. 

The art center program would be carried out through 
a cooperative program of the Kalamazoo Institute of Arts and 
Kalamazoo College to broaden the scope of community activ
ity in art and to expand and enrich the program offered by 
the College in the creative arts. 
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MORE ALUMNI DONORS TO FUND 
The following supplementary list of alumni donors to 

the Seventeenth Annual Fund brings the total alumni partie- , 
ipation in this record-setting drive to 4 1 l,k . Final accounting 
shows a grand total from alumni and friends of $127,152.46, 
including the challenge gift of $15,000. 

As the Seventeenth Annual Fund came to a close, the 
class of 1916 still held the lead with 63 ~lr participating. The 
class of 1950 picked up an additional donor to further assure 
their lead in the number of gifts from any one class. Their 
final score : 71 donors. The class of 1913 joined the ranks 
of the classes having 50 Yo or more participation. That list 
now includes 1901 to 1903, 1912, 1913, 1914, 1915, 1916, 
1919, 1920, 1924, 1926, and 1944. Congratulations to all 
whose time and funds brought the Seventeenth Annual Fund 
to the most successful conclusion ever achieved at Kalama
zoo College through an annual drive. 

Oreb T. Crissey ''19 
0. Pau l L ienau '02 
Raymond F. Holden '07 
Marion E. Daniells '08 
Alf red G. Wa lton '11 
Henry C Hart '12 
F ranees Clark Bouwman '13 
Ethel Thomas Vernon '13 
Percy L. Vernon '13 
Lou Arthur Piper '14 
Ernest Piper '14 
J. Burt Bouwman '16 
Mi riam Longyeor '17 
Helen Hudson '18 
Richard G. Hudson '18 
Marion Monteith Hudson '18 
Marion Toft Burl inghom '20 
Margaret E. Stewart '21 
Charl es M. Bu rlingham '22 
M, Gene Block '23 
Harold F. Carlyon '23 
Frances Klyver Bloke '23 
Caroline Litt le Grettum '23 
Ruth Perry Carlyon '23 
Ju lio M. Barber '25 
Leroy D. Stinebower '26 
Lawrence F. Armstrong '27 
Gordon V. Smith '28 
Stanley M. Buck '32 
Harry L. Cloroge '32 
Robert A ldrich '33 
Donald T. Anderson '33 
Vi rgin ia Kibler Aldrich '35 
Leo B. Rasmussen '35 
Ruth Sch lobohm Anderson '36 

Thomas G. Walton '37 
I. Fronk Harlow '39 
Harold J Honcelsmon '40 
Jean Temple Harlow '40 
Elizabeth F. T ulier '40 
Charles [Cullen '11 
John E. King '41 
Betty Libby Haas '4 1 
Jewel Starkweather Robinson ·~ 1 
Richard G. Haas '42 
Kath ryn Hetzler Maxson '42 
Luel P. Simmons, Jr. '42 
Marion Wilson S1mmons '42 
Elinore Hoven Basnett '43 
Muriel Keltner Kinq '43 
Bruce H. Mason '~6 
Joan Stuart Mason '46 
James Wetherbee '~6 
lne~ Goss Colcerono '47 
Albert E. Wolkoe '47 
Thomas F. Clouter '48 
Edward Higgins '48 
Esther Bisbee Clouter '49 
Kathryn Rice H:ggins '49 
Martha Gaunt Vondo '50 
William Rouh '51 
Fred B. Smith '52 
john [ Mueller '54 
Samuel Allerton '55 
Howard J Hirschy '55 
Martha Hoard Smith '55 
Malcolm A Jamieson '55 
David J. Lorson '55 
Charles L. Seifert '55 
George Malcolm '56 

CLASS AGENTS HELPFUL 
Class agents have been very effective in the work of the 

Annual Fund, and they should be commended on their serv
ices, both in this area and in the program of newsletters. 
Newer members to join the Alumni Council as agents for 
their respective classes are Henry C. Hart '12, Donald Hack
ney '28, Josephine Read Kuch '31, Dorothy Sterling Deehr 
'32, Joe Howard '39, Edward P. Thompson '43, Robert A. 
Weimer '46, and Jacob Slonimsky '56. 
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SPEAKING OF BOOKS 

At the very moment when rhyme 
is being more or less abandoned by 
the poets, business is taking it over. 
Commercial rhymes, to the accom
paniment of music, are almost be
coming a monopoly of the radio and 
television advertisers. 

No matter what product the ad
vertisers are trying to sell, no matter 
how incongruous the application of 
rhyme may be to a given sales cam
paign, the commercials are sprouting 
hourly with vowel pairings that are 
not infrequently grotesque. A cig
arette ad may sound like a Shake
spearean sonnet; a gasoline company 
may use words and phrases that even 
a Wordsworth would have consid
ered too fancy in describing a Grass
mere Lake sunset; a toothpaste 
manufacturer may indulge in a 
lyricism that would make a Brown
ing or a Tennyson hesitate to apply 
it to the theme of death and im
mortality. 

Quite certainly the rhyming and 
singing commercials get results in 
sales; they will probably continue to 
do so until the public gets sick to 
the stomach from an overdose of 
them. For the time being the "huck
sters" have robbed poetry of its 
rhymes, and as a result it is becom
ing almost a disgrace for a poet to 
be found using rhyme in his verse. 

For many centuries the public of 
the Western world has almost un
consciously identified rhyme with 
poetry. To the unlettered public 
since about the days of Chaucer, 
literature that rhymed was poetry, 
all other literature was prose. Per
haps the purloining of rhyme by 
business will cause a readjustment 
on the part of the general public in 
its definition of "poetry." 

The fact is often forgotten that 
rhyme was not originally associated 
with poetry. All you need to do is 
go to the Book of Job or the Book 
of Psalms or several other books of 
the Old Testament. Those books 
contain supremely great poetry, but 
there never is a rhyme in them, 
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By Dr. Arnold Mulder 

either in the original Hebrew or in 
translation. 

The idea did not occur to the 
ancients that rhyme was an essential 
characteristic of poetry. Even so late 
as in the era of early English poetry 
rhyme was still absent. Many artific
ial devices were used by the prim
itive Anglo-Saxon poets, but when 
a rhyme .was used it was accidental. 

By the i:ime Chaucer appeared on 
the scene in the 14th century, rhyme 
had become wedded to poetry. 
Chaucer's ability in the use of rhyme 
was quite as great as that of the 
greatest poets of a later day. 

Through English literature rhyme 
continued to be regarded as appro
priat~ ,t§. some types of poetry, not 
as be!rtg·essential to all types. Shake
speare used rhyme only to get spe
cial effects in scattered scenes, and 
often at the end of a scene. The 
Elizabethan stage had no compli
cated lighting facilities, no curtains, 
few stage properties. Instead of 
lowering the curtain, as is done to
day, the writer usually ended a scene 
with rwo lines that rhymed. 

During the next generation Mil
ton went so far as to argue that 
rhyme was rather a harm than a help 
to epic poetry. In an introduction 
to Paradise Lost he asserts that 
while rhyme may be desirable in 
some types of poetry, it is not suited 
to the higher flights of poetical 
genius. 

From the seventeenth century to 
the twentieth both the great and the 
near-great continued to use rhyme 
in poetry, others dispensed with it. 
In America, in the middle of the 
nineteenth century, Walt Whitman 
barred rhyme from most of his poe
try, and later the "free verse" writers 
did the same thing. 

Now that business has taken 
rhyme to its heart, it may be expect
ed that the poets will increasingly 
ignore it. Certain it is that rhyme is 
not essential to poetry. 

SPORTS 

T he slim margin of one game 
kept Kalamazoo College from shar
ing in the 1956-57 MIAA basket
ball championship as the Hornets 
finished just one notch below co
champions, Albion and Hope. The 
co-champions each had records of 
10 wins and 4 losses, while Kalama
zoo's 9-5 earned a third place tie 
with Adrian. 

In the final analysis, it was a last
second basket which gave Adrian a 
60-5 9 victory over Kalamazoo 
which spelled the end of Kalama
zoo's title hopes. The Hornets 
slipped in mid-season, but were still 
within striking distance of the title 
when they went to Adrian for a 
crucial contest. The heartbreaking 
one-point defeat put the title out of 
reach, even though Kalamazoo 
finished strong with impressive wins 
over Adrian (in the return game) 
and Hillsdale as the season ended. 

The 13-7 overall mark gave 
Coach Ray Steffen his second 
straight season with the Hornets and 
preserved his mark of never having 
had a losing year in his career. 

The biggest share of the individ
ual honors for the year were earned 
by Gary Morrison, senior from 
Battle Creek Lakeview. Gary, in ad
dition to winning his fourth letter, 
broke the school's career scoring 
mark and was named honorary cap
tain for the season. Morrison's four
year total of 1,252 points broke by 
over 100 points the old mark of 
1,148 set by 1954 graduate Man'ny 
Glasser. Each of these rwo players 
actually played three and one half 
seasons; Glasser missed a half season 
because of injury and Morrison 
played only half of his freshman 
year as a result of transfer eligibility 
regulations. 

Bob Fletcher, the sophomore play
maker from Portage, was named 
Most Valuable Player, and Walt · 
Maser, sophomore from New York 
City, earned the honors of Most Im
proved Player. 

Other lettermen, in addition to 
Morrison, Fletcher, and Maser, were 

(Continued on Next Page) 
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By Dick K1 shpaugh 

John Thompson of South Bend; 
Doug Steward, Vermontville; Bob 
Ellis, St. Joseph; Casey Clark, Ber
rien Springs; Bob Brice, Mt. Clem
ens; and Bruce Springsteen, Dowa
giac. 

As this issue of the AlztmnttS goes 
to press, both golf and tennis teams 
have completed their spring tours 
with successful records. 

The tennis team saw its long win
ning streak stopped at 44 in a row in 
an 8-1 loss to Presbyterian, but 
Coach Rolla Anderson's netters won 
every other match they played down 
south to complete an unusually suc
cessful trip. Hornet victims in
cluded Tennessee, North Carolina, 
East Carolina, Vanderbilt, and Cor
nell. 

Les Dodson, junior from Detroit, 
has been the mainstay of the tennis 
squad so far this spring. Other 1956 
regulars who are back again this year 
are Mike Beal, Bob Brice, and Bob 
Yuell. 

Though three victories in nine 
matches may not sound impressive, 
Coach Bill Laughlin nevertheless 
considers that the recent southern 
golf trip was a success. The links
men were playing against some of 
the best teams in the nation, and the 
team felt that it had a good chance 
to win one or two of the trip 
matches. They did better than that, 
whipping Loyola of the South, Mis
SISSippi Southern, and McNeese 
State for a trio of victories. A year 
ago, on the first southern trip ever 
taken by the golfers, the team failed 
to win a single match. 

Don Winterhalter, Grand Haven 
sophomore, and Bill Western, soph
omore from Watervliet, led the team 
on its southern tour. 

In summary, the tennis prospects 
are as bright as usual, and the Hor
nets will once again be overwhelm
ing favorites to take the MIAA title. 
In golf, there is also cause for op
timism, though at least three other 
teams will be strong contenders for 
the MIAA crown. 

SPRING ALUMNUS, 

CAMPUS NEws· 
Donald E. Bowen, owner of the 

Bowen Insurance Agency in Kal
amazoo, has been appointed to 
membership on the Board of Trus
tees of Kalamazoo College. Mr. 
Bowen, who has maintained an 
active interest in the affairs of Kal
amazoo College, served as general 
chairman of the recent Seventeenth 
Annual Fund, and he was the 1955 
chairman of the advance gifts divi
sion. 

An undergraduate scholarship 
program has been established by the 
Upjohn Company for the 1957-58 
school year. Kalamazoo College re
ceived a sum of $6,000 through this 
program. 

Two recent guests·· have been 
. ,. D1 

brought to the campus 'through the 
College lecture-artist· series. In Feb
ruary, Dr. Bela Boszormenyi-Nagy, 
professor of piano at Indiana Uni
versity, appeared in recital. This 
Hungarian artist has concertized ex
tensively in Eu.rope, Can_ada and this 
country. April 3 marked the campus 
lecture by Paul Engle, contemporary 

American poet and director of crea
tive writing at the University of 
Iowa. 

Renewal of the Dow Chemical 
Company Scholarships at Kalama
zoo College has been announced. 
The award totals $2,000 for the 
1957-58 academic year. The College 
has also been included in the Du
Pont Company's annual aid program 
to education. A grant of $4,000 
has been awarded, $2,500 of which 
is to strengthen the teaching of 
chemistry and $1,5 00 is to aid the 
teaching of other subjects which 
contribute to the education of sci
entists and engineers. 

Dr. Richard U. Light, chairman 
of the Kalamazoo College Board of 
Trustees, was one of five non-profes
sional friends of education in Kal
amazoo, honored by the N ational 
Education Association on the occa
sion of the Centennial Dinner held 
in the city. He was presented with 
a certificate for his many services on 
behalf of education in the commu
nity. 

Stetson Chapel was filled to capacity as the Eleventh Annual Bach Festival unfolded last 
month. · Pictured above with Henry Overley, Festival director, is E. Power Biggs who presented 
the concluding program of the series. The organ virtuoso has acquired a worldwide reputa
tion as a soloist. His Columbia recordings have enhanced his reputation and radio has 
familia rized millions with his playing . 
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CLUB ACTIVITY 
The Rochester Alumni Club is 

planning a picn:c lunch at 1:00 p.m. 
on Saturday, May 18, in Letchworth 
State Park in the Upper Falls area. 
Robert Barrows '42 is in charge. A 
special program is being planned to 
appeal to all ages, and they are hop
ing many families may wish to make 
a weekend trip out of it. Cabins are 
available at the Davis Motel, run by 
Mr. and Mrs. Alvah Davis of the 
class of 1923. 

Donald F. Hellenga '34 reports 
that the Southern California Alumni 
Club is planning to meet on June 7. 

Dr. Hicks attended a dinner meet
ing of the St. Petersburg Alumni 
Club on December 28. Miss Flor
ence Robinson '08 was in charge of 
arrangements for the meeting. 

The Lansing Alumni Club held 
an evening meeting on April 22 in 
th ~ social room of Sexton High 
School. Dr. Wen Chao Chen, head 
of Mandelle Library, spoke and 
showed the group some of the items 
in the "rare books" collection. Mr. 
William Buchanan '14, president of 
the club, was in charge. 

Newly-elected officers at the Ann 
Arbor Alumni Club meeting on 
March 28 are Burton L. Baker '33, 
president; and Elizabeth James 
Schnebelt '45, secretary-treasurer. 
Paul Koken '29 is the retiring pres
ident. 

The Flint Alumni Club is plan
ning to meet on May 14. Philip 
H. Vercoe '24, club president, 1s 
making the arrangements. 

The Toledo Alumni Club will 
have a dinner meeting at the Toledo 
Women's Club at 6 :30 p.m. on 
May 10. Ruth Gildersleeve Neu
haus '38 is in charge. 

A dinner meeting was held on 
January 8 by the Philedelphia 
Alumni Club with Dr. Hicks as 
guest. Dee Tourtellotte '25 made 
the arrangements for the meeting. 
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Deaths 
H. Clair Jackson '96 died on February 16 

at his residence in Kalamazoo. He was a 
member of the law firm of Jackson, Fitz
gerald and Dalm. Active in various frater
nal and professional organizations, Mr. 
Jackson served as president of the Michigan 
State Bar Association and the Kalamazoo 
County Bar Associa•ion. He was a charter 
member of the Park Club and a charter 
member of the Torch Club. Mr. Jackson 
had served as a member of the Kalamazoo 
College Board of Trustees continuously since 
1901 and had also serve:J as attorney for the 
College. He served as prosecuting attorne\ 
for Ka lamazoo County from 1902 to 1907, 
after which he entered the private practice 
of law. Mr. Jackson is su rvived by his wife, 
a son and a daughter, six grandchildren, 
and six great-grandch ildren. 

Emily Hochstein '99, formerly head of the 
department of foreign languages at Central 
High School, Ka lamazoo, died on January 
2. M iss Hochstein was a teacher for 42 
years until her reti rement in 1942. She was 
a member of the Centra l High School fac 
ulty for 39 years, and headed the foreign 

LOOKING AHEAD 
MAY 6 ADRIAN, ALBION GOLF 

(ALBION) 
UNIV. OF DETROIT TENNIS 
(HERE) 

7 HILLSDALE TRACK (HERE) 

8 HILLSDALE BASEBALL 
(HERE) 
OLIVET TENNIS (HERE) 
WOMEN'S TENNIS- MSU 
(HERE) 

9 ADRIAN TENNIS (THERE) 
EASTERN MICHIGAN GOLF 
(THERE) 
WOMEN'S TENNIS AT WMU 

10 CAL YIN TENNIS (HERE) 
MAY FETE PAGEANT 

11 ALMA BASEBALL (HERE) 

13 WOMEN'S TENNIS- WMU 
(HERE) 

11 CALVIN BASEBALL (THERE) 
HILLSDALE TENNIS (THERE) 

15 HOPE GOLF (THERE) 

17-18 MIAA TOURNAMENT GOLF, 

16, 17 WOMEN'S MIAA TENNIS 
AND ARCHERY TOURNA
MENT AT ALMA 
TENNIS, TRACK (HERE) 

JUNE a ALUMNI DAY 
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language department for 22 years until her 
retirement. Prior to coming to Kalamazoo 
as a teacher, she taught at Atlanta, Ill., 
where she was high school principal. 

The Reverend Robert A. MacMullen '03 
died on March 4 in Racine, Wis. He was 
an active Baptist minister for over 50 years 
and served churches in Janesville, Mil
waukee and Sheboygan, Wis. After he re
tired, Mr. MacMullen served as hospital 
chaplain of the Racine Council of Churches. 
He was active in religious affairs, a member 
of the Kiwanis Club, and an active alumnus 
of Kalamazoo College. Among his survivors 
ore his wife, two daughters, three grand 
chi ldren and one great-grandchild 

Claro Eldridge Stuck '12 d1ed February 
16 in Kalamazoo. Mrs. Stuck was a life 
resident of Kalamazoo except for eight years 
spent in Ohio. She taught school in Three 
Rivers, Charlotte and Detroit. She is sur
vived by her husband, Oliver x'13, a son, 
two grandchildren, and her mother. 

Myron L. Haring '17 passed away sudden
ly on July 17, 1956, in Detroit. Mr. Haring 
held a prominent position in the Chrysler 
Corporation He is survived by a brother and 
a sister. 

L. D. Choler, member of the class of 1923, 
d1ed of a heart at tack on December 17, 
1956. He had been in ill health for almost 
two years following a heart attack in Feb 
ruary, 1955. Mr. Choler was in the auto
mobile business all of his l ife. Survivors in
clude his wife, two sons, fou r grandchildren, 
and a sister. 

Victor Petschulot '23 died unexpectedly of 
a heart attack on December 1, 1956, in 
Livonia, Mich. He had been a salesman for 
the Kirsch Company of Sturgis, Mich, for 
38 years, and was owner of the Livonia 
Recreation Bowling Alley. Mr. Petschulat 
served as a member of the advisory board 
of the National Bank of Detroit. A former 
"K" athlete, he always maintained his in
terest in athletics at Kalamazoo. 

Harriet M . Boker '23 died February 13 at 
her home in Pacific Grove, Cal:fornia. Miss 
Baker, who had been in ill health for some 
time, was on !eave of absence from her job 
as teacher-librarian at Monterey, Calif , 
Union High School. Miss Baker was regard 
ed as an authority in the field of marine 
biology. A pamt>hlet by her is used as 
source material on the subject. Her interests 
were wide and varied, including service on 
the board of directors of the Peninsula 
World Affairs Council, participation in a 
drama \'IOrkshop at the Wharf Theatre and 
study ~f bookbinding. She has held a num
ber of offices in the California Library As 
sociation and was past president of the 
Peninsula AAUW. She is survived by a sis
ter and a nephew. 
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Blanche Hull, former member of the Board 
of Trustees and the Women's Council at 
Kalamazoo College, died on January 1 in 
Kalamazoo. Miss Hull was a leader in the 
civic and cultural life of Kalamazoo and a 
humanitarian whose beneficence had extend
ed to children of other nations. She founded 
the Kalamazoo Child Guidance Clinic and 
the Girl Scouts in Kalamazoo, and she was 
president of the Kalamazoo Institute of Art 
for a number of years. She is survived by a 
sister, Mrs. Arthur L. Pratt, Kalamazoo, and 
a niece. 

Flora B. Roberts, who was awarded an 
honorary Master of Arts degree in 1942 by 
Kalamazoo College, died on February 16 in 
Northville, Mich. Miss Roberts, who was 
chief librarian of the Kalamazoo Public Li
brary for 24 years, is credited with develop
ing the system from a book depository to an 
institution servicing many phases of the 
city's activities. Miss Roberts was active in 
many library associations as well as many 
club and civic activities. She is survived by 
a sister, Mrs. Cecil Butler. 

Engagements 
1h0 engagement of Miss Madeline J. 

Miniat and Raymond S. Nahikian '50 was an
nounced on December 16. The wedding will 
take place on June 15. 

Miss Patricia Kruk and Robert K. Gordon 
x'58 were married on November 24 in St. 
Adalbert's Catholic Church, South Bend, Ind. 

Miss Sue Wixom '58 and Chris Neilson '58 
announced their engagement on January 27. 
No date has been set for the wedding. 

Miss Joan E. Stiles '57 and Robert A. 
Rodenhiser '52, who announced their engage
ment on January 6, are planning a June 
wedding. 

The engagement of Miss Joyce A. King 
and R1chard C. Fleming '54 was announced 
on January 20. No wedding date has been 
set. 

An August wedding is being planned by 
Miss Patricia K. Lloyd and James 0 . Preston 
'58. They announced their engagement on 
January 18. 

Miss Bette K. Porter x'58 and Frank E. 
Haltom announced their engagement on 
March 3. The wedding will be an event of 
April 26. 

A September wedding is being planned by 
Miss Jerry A. Warner and James M. Hil
bert '59, who announced their engagement 
on February 18. 

The engagement of Miss Nellie A. Arm
strong and John A. VanHaaften '60 was an
nounced on January 1. No date has been 
set for their wedding. 

Miss Mary A. Schlicher '59 and Lloyd D. 
Patterson announced their engagement on 
January 13. No date has been announced 
for the wedding. 

SPRING ALUMNUS, 

A May wedding is being planned by Miss 
Joan P. Koestner and Ralph T. Beebe '50, 
who announced their engagement on Decem
ber 30. 

June 22 will be the wedding day of Miss 
LaMar E. Dornbos and Lee VanHaaften '55, 
who announced their engagement on feb
ruary 3. 

Marriages 
Miss Maurene E. Love x'59 and David W. 

Bland were married on March 9 in the Port
age Street Baptist Church in Kalamazoo. 

Miss Marie Vellentgoed and E. Neil Kim
sey x'52 were married on December 22, 1956, 
in the Bethel Baptist Church, Kalamazoo. 

Miss Jeanie E. Smith x'59 was married to 
George V. Boven on December 18, 1956, in 
the Methodist Church, Middlebury, Ind . 

Miss Grace C. Beebe '27 was married on 
January 24 to Tully Scott in Kalamazoo. 

Miss Constance S. Gillesby x'58 became 
the bride of David L. Chidester '58 on 
February 2 in Stetson Chapel. 

Miss Jean Mcintyre '56 was married to 
Boyd E. Kelley on January 12 in the First 
Methodist Church, Reno, Nevada. 

Miss Barbara A. McCabe '57 and James 
H. Fowler '57 were married on February 2 
at the Baptist Church, LaGrange, Ill . 

Miss Solin G. Laxdal was married to Loy 
Gene Nomx x'52 on January 20 in the First 
Presbyterian Church, Kalamazoo. 

December 31 was the wedding day of 
Frances Triestram Jackson x'43 and James 
T. Jackson in Santa Fe, New Mexico. 

Miss Joan E. Bixby x'56 became the bride 
of Raymond L. Solari on December 22, 1956, 
in the Chapel of Our Lady, the Presidio, San 
Francisco, Calif. 

Miss Anneliese D. Frey '57 was married on 
January 18 to Thomas A. Tift in St. Luke's 
Episcopal Church, Kalamazoo. 

Miss Norma J. Campbell and James P. 
Lewis x'54 were married on March 2 in the 
First Methodist Church, Blackwell, Okla. 

Miss Mary M. MacPhail x'48 was married 
to William E. Reischmann on December 27 
in St. Petersburg, Fla. 

February 23 was the wedding day of Miss 
Shirley L. Case '54 and George V. Bayliss, 
Jr., in Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Elmira, 
N.Y. 

Births 
Mr. '50 and Mrs. S. Lawrence Mayer are 

the parents of a daughter, Virginia Sue, 
born on March 14 in Kalamazoo. 

A son, David Alan, was born on February 
28 to Mr. '49 and Mrs. John A. Jurgensen in 
Kalamazoo. 
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Mr. (MA. '47) and Mrs. Elton Ham 
(Caroline Richardson '48) announce the 
birth of a son, Robert Richardson, on March 
15 in Kalamazoo. 

Mr. x'42 and Mrs. Clark M. Olmsted an- · 
nounce the birth of a daughter, Susie Carol, 
on February 20 in Kalamazoo. 

Mr. x'45 and Mrs. Adrian Vanderlinde 
are the parents of a daughter, Deborah Jan, 
born on February 4 in Kalamazoo. 

A son, Thomas Timerman, was born on 
February 6 to Mr. x'34 and Mrs. Thompson 
Bennett (Ann Garrett x'44) in Kalamazoo. 

January 3 was the birth date of Catherine 
Sarah, daughter of Mr. '57 and Mrs. William 
E. Connors in Kalamazoo. 

Mr. '55 and Mrs. S. Warren Glass an
nounce the birth of a daughter, Kathleen 
Ann, on December 14 in Palmdale, Calif. 

M r. and Mrs. Gerald Stein (Patricia Green
wood '56) are the parents of a son, Corey 
Lee, on January 17 in Kalamazoo. 

A son, Stephen Paul, was born on January 
12 to Mr. x'50 and Mrs. Paul R. Gleason, Jr., 
Uoan Klein '50) in Worcester, Mass. 

December 30 was the birth date of Mar
jorie Ruth, daughter of Dr. '46 and Mrs. H. 
Leon Taylor in Rochester, N. Y. 

Mr. '49 and Mrs. Donald G. Burnett 
(Karen Carlyon '46) announce the birth of 
their fifth child, a daughter, Donna Eliz
abeth, on December 22 in Pontiac, Mich. 

Mr. '49 and Mrs. Bruce M. Bowman (Flor
ence Chisholm '49) are the parents of a 
son, Michael Bruce, born on January 15 in 
Houston, Texas. 

A daughter, Carol Louise, was born on 
December 27 to Mr. '47 and Mrs. Jack G. 
Stateler (Evelyn Nelson '49) in Rochester, 
N.Y. 

January 15 was the birth date of Gregory 
Alan, son of Capt. '50 and Mrs. Richard E. 
Brown (Louise Lacey '51) in Tacoma, Wash. 

Mr. and Mrs. William W. Maxson (Kath
ryn Hetzler '42) announce the birth of twin 
daughters, Annette Kay and Nannette Gay, 
on May 9, 1956, in Millbrae, Calif. 

A daughter, Diane Christine, was born oon 
November 19 to Mr. and Mrs. M. D. Kantz 
(Dorothy Biro '47) in South Bend, Ind. The 
birth of a son, Gary Dean, on November 19 
to Mr. and Mrs. Kantz was incorrectly re
ported in the last ALUMNUS. Their son, 
Gary Dean, is four years old. 

Dawn Marie, daughter of Mr. '55 and Mrs. 
Howard J. Hirschy, was born in Ridgecrest, 
Calif., on March 4, the 88th birthday of her 
great-grandfather, G. L. Norcross, Kalama
zoo. 

Mr. '52 and Mrs. Willard Hess Wonna 
Brenner x'55) announce the birth of a son, 
Mark Richard, on November 24, 1956, in 
Kalamazoo. 

Mr. '51 and Mrs. Val J. Jablonski are the 
parents of a son, Jack William, born on 
February 27 in Kalamazoo. 
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News 
1898 

George G. Stroebe wrote recently and in
cluded this advice from Herbert Hoover to 
oldsters: "Seeing that I hove now reached 
eighty-two years, I think I con give some 
advice to oldsters who ore about to retire 
from their jobs. There is no joy to be hod 
from retirement except some kind of pro
ductive work. Otherwise you will degenerate 
into talking to everybody about your pains 
and pills and income tax. The other oldsters 
will wont to talk about their own pains and 
pills and income tax." 

1900 
Dr. Ralph G. Cook was presented on il

luminated scroll citing his service for more 
than a half century as a physician. Ac
claimed as Michigan's foremost family 
physician of 1956, Dr. Cook was guest of 
honor ot a testimonial luncheon of the 
Michigan State Medical Society. 

1903 
Dr. Stewart B. Crandell's fifty-four years 

in the ministry were climaxed ot his eightieth 
birthday party ot the First Baptist Church of 
Battle Creek, by his formal installation as 
pastor emeritus of the church of which he 
was pastor from 1917 to 1933 -the longest 
period served by any minister. 

1911 
fred C. Windoes is planning to retire from 

teaching in June after forty-six years. 

1914 
S. Paul Shackleton has kept extremely busy 

since his retirement from the Bell Telephone 
Laboratories, in October, 1956. He is now 
a full-time consultant to the Notional Com
mittee for the Development of Scientists and 
Engineers of the Notional Science Founda
tion and the Notional Security Agency of 
the U.S. Deportment of Defense. He is on 
advisor on recruiting and technical training 
of scientists and engineers and on a nation
wide survey of science and mathematics in 
secondary schools. 

1916 

Gertrude f . McCulloch was honored re
cently at a farewell tea in the offices of the 
Public Relations Department of the American 
Baptist Foreign Mission Boards in New York 
City. Miss McCulloch had served as secre
tory in the Public Relations Deportment 
since her retirement as a missionary to 
China and Japan. Among those who were 
there to honor her was Miss Elsie P. Koppen 
'13, retired missionary education secretory of 
the Baptist Youth Fellowship ( rt. of picture). 
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1917 
Lila B. Barclay has retired from her posi

tion as a postal clerk at the Kalamazoo 
Post Office after serving there for thirty
seven years. She plans to travel extensively. 

1920 
Ruth Longworth Mann is senior social 

worker in nursing homes for the Oneida 
County Deportment of Public Welfare in 
Utica, N. Y. 

Priscilla Smith Hutton is program chair
man for the Bremerton, Wash., Symphony 
Orchestra. 

1924 
Robert A. Lundy became the minister of 

St. Paul's Methodist Church, Fresno, Calif., 
on January 1. 

Manfred H. Martin was recently elected 
illustrious potentate of Saladin Shrine Tem
ple in Kalamazoo. As potentate during 1957, 
he will direct activities of 6,000 Shriners in 
the western half of Michigan. 

Willis f. Dunbar, vice mayor of Kalama
zoo, was appointed to membership of the 
Kalamazoo County Board of Supervisors. 

1925 
Hiroshi Sueyoshi writes, "Now I am an air

plane salesman 1 'Selling British manufact
ured turbo-prop planes against severe com
petition of Uncle Sam. Otherwise little 
Suey is sound and happy and extending my 
best regards to all of you at 'K' from a cor
ner of Tokyo." 

Dorothy Scott Horst toured Australia dur
ing her "summer" vacation, before she be
gan her new term of teaching on January 
28. She wrote, "What on anomaly to be 
celebrating springtime, Christmas and the 
Olympics in one big packet. Shop windows 
featured summer clothes and beach wear 
amid decorations of silver stars, angels and 
even 'Father Christmas' as well as the 
ubiquitous Olympic five rings and national 
flags." 

1926 
Rear Admiral Hubert VanPeenan is the 

Navy doctor who delivered a Hungarian 
refugee baby aboard the first ship load of 
escapees to arrive in the United States. 

1929 
Lois Stutzman Harvey has been elected 

president of the Kalamazoo branch of the 
American Association of University Women. 
Her term of office begins on July 1. 

1931 
Ann Ess Dunning Morrow has an article en

titled, "The Challenge of Poetry," in the 
January issue of THE ENGLISH JOURNAL. 

1932 
Margaret Lawler Machin was named pres

ident of the Kalamazoo Visiting Nurse As
sociation recently. 

1934 
Preston C. Hammer and his work in the 

Numerical Analysis Laboratory of the Uni-

versity of Wisconsm were featured in the 
January 20 issue of the "Wisconsin State 
Journal." The "workhorse" of the labora
tory is the machine called "the 650" which 
the University leases but which, if bought,. 
would cost $360,000 and which does the work 
of about 150 automatic desk computers. In 
the article Dr. Hammer states, "The ma
chines will handle anything that can be ex
pressed in abstract symbols, but there ore 
practical limits to what they should be asked 
to do. There would be little use in asking 
the mochrne to tell you which of two teams 
would win a football game. There ore too 
many variables. But chess would be a dif
ferent matter. It would be possible to teach 
the machine to ploy chess, with this restric
tion- the machine would be able to ploy 
chess no better than you taught it. And 
then, having learned it, it would probably 
beat you, because it would always ploy up 
to the standards you hod taught it, while 
there would be days that your weren't play
ing your best game." Perhaps readers of 
the ALUMNUS will remember Dr. Hammer's 
interesting article in this spring issue of 
lost year. 

1935 
Vivian Mitchell Prindl writes, "My husband 

who has been teaching at the University of 
Kentucky for the post 12 years has recently 
been appointed as Cultural Affairs Officer 
Abroad for the U.S.I.S. We ore to go to 
Godesberg, Germany, for two years. Our 
son, Andy, was a winner of one of the Merit 
Scholarships and is a student at Princeton 
University." 

1937 
Noble field is a district governor of Lions 

International and chairman of the Texo~ 

Council of Governors for 1956-57. 
Ron Gamble is in charge of programming 

for radio station W J R, Detroit. He and his 
wife also own "Blue Hoven," a year around 
resort near Oscoda, Michigan 

Harol'd B. Simpson, staff writer for the 
Analytical Section of Westinghouse Co., has 
been elected vice president of the T echr-Wcal 
Writers and Editors Association, Washington, 
D. C., Chapter. He presented a paper, "Con
tent Form and Style in Technical Reports," 
at the annual meeting of the AAAS in De
cember. 

Walter A. Good writes, "I still find time 
to write about one magazine article a year 
on subjects related to radio controlled model 
airplanes, my old hobby. Incidentally, I'm 
quite proud of the fact that Kalamazoo Col
lege (Dr. Hornbeck) encouraged brother Bill 
and me in our radio control work such that 
the flights we mode in Kalamazoo in 1936 
were probably the first radio controlled 
flights of a powered mode! plane in this 
country. The Smithsonian Institute has re
quested the permanent acquisition of the 
model for their air museum." 
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Alan Sidnom has been appointed executive 
vice president of Benton and Bowles, Inc., 
New York. Mr. Sidnam has been with Ben
ton and Bowles since 1945 and a vice pres
ident since 1950. 

1940 
Lansford J. Moore, manager of the Suther

land Paper Company's paraffined carton 
division in Kalamazoo, has been elected 
chairman of the National Paraffined Carton 
. Association. For the past two years, Mr. 
Moore headed the Paraffined Carton Re
search Council, an allied organization. 
Under his leadership the research group 
received a certificate of recognition from 
the American T rode Association Executives. 

1941 
George W. Williams has been appointed 

to the newly-created post of Dean of Rob
ert Academy, Istanbul, Turkey. He will be 
concerned chiefly with the organization of 
extra-curricular activities. He returned to 
the Istanbul school after teaching at the 
Hill School for Boys, Pottstown, Po., for 
a year. 

Eugene C. Yehle is chairman of the Mich
igan Section of the American Society for 
Quality Control. 

1942 
Ronald W. Smith plans to return to his 

dental practice in Galesburg, Michigan, 1n 
May after two years in the service. 

Howard Von Dis was elected as the 1957 
presicent of the Y Men's Club in Kalamazoo. 

1945 
Charles N. Giering was certified as a 

Diplomate of the American Board of 
Anesthesiology as of October 24, 1956. 

1947 
Wayne R. Stone is chairman of the 1957 

educational and fund-raising campaign for 
the Kalamazoo County Unit of the American 
Cancer Society. 

1948 
Mary MacPhail Reischmonn is secretary to 

the director of publicity of the city of St. 
Petersburg, Fla. Her husband is a student at 
Stetson College of Law. 

Robert G. Pease is attending night school, 
working toward his E.E. degree. He is in 
charge of the engineering laboratory for 
Production Instruments Corp., and his wife, 
Dorothy Croak x'48, is a legal secretary. 

Jane Hunter Porker, her husband and two 
sons, spent an afternoon in Kalamazoo shortly 
after Christmas. They reside in Webster, 
N. Y., where she keeps busy with church 
and club affairs. 

Cecil F. Dam received his Ph.D. degree 
from Ohio State University in December. 

SPRING ALUMNUS, 

Russell Strong has been elected as a Re
publican member of the Kalamazoo County 
Board of Canvassers. 

William Thomas has returned to the U.S. 
after serving on temporary duty with the 
31 Oth Bombardment Wing, flying B-47's in 
England. His wife, Betty Keating Thomas 
'48, visited her sister, Ann Keating Johnsen 
x'49, in Hawaii before the holidays. 

1949 
Mark A. Zorbock has been made a part

ner of the legal firm of Gemrich, Moser, 
Cristy and Deming, in Kalamazoo. He has 
been associated with the firm since 1952. 

Phillip Monge wrote that he saw a U.S. 
Information Service TV film on Kalamazoo 
over the French National Television network. 
He is studying in Belgium. 

1950 
Paul R. Gleason, Jr., was called to the First 

Baptist Church of Norwich, N. Y., on 
March 6. 

Edwin Phelps, Jr., has purchased radio sta
tion WTAY, Robinson, Ill. He supervised the 
building of the station for the former own
ers and has been the general manager since 
the station began broadcasting. 

The Reverend Robert Cross is assistant 
pastor at the First Presbyterian Church in 
Flint, Mich. 

1951 
Donmichoel Loftus and his family escaped 

death by jumping from the second story 
window of their burning home on January 
17. He, his wife, and two of their th ree 
sons were burned. 

Garry E. Brown has been taken into the 
law firm of Frost, Ford and Kriekard in Kal
amazoo. Stanley C. Frost '20 was a mem
ber of the firm until his death on October 
8, 1955. The firm's new name will be Ford, 
Kriekard and Brown. 

John G. Sweet has been assigned to as
sist the county probation officer in Kalama
zoo. He formerly served in the probation 
office in Ann Arbor. 

Mary Osborne Reed left the United States 
on February 4 for Dreux, France, where she 
joined her husband, Melvin '51, a flight sur
geon with the US. Air Force Medical Corps. 
They will remain in France for 18 months. 

Harley Pierce has accepted the position 
of head football and tennis coach at Stur
gis, Mich. 

1952 
Kenneth R. Venderbush has been a;:>point

ed dean of men at St. Lawrence University, 
Canton, N. Y, effective August 1. He has 
been a member of the St. Lawrence Univer
sity faculty since 1955. 
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Anne Davison Binhommer writes, "We are 
happily situated in Cincinnati as faculty 
member and spouse and settled citizens after 
four years of post-graduate study. Our sec
ond child is expected in April which shoulcj 
settle us even more 1" Her husband, Robert 
'51, is an instructor in anatomy at the Uni
versity of Cincinnati College of Medicine. 

Roger D. Conklin is now associated with 
Kellogg Switchboard and Supply Co., a divi
sion of International Telephone and T ele
graph Corp., in Chicago . 

1953 
Thomas E. Hodson is w:xking for the 

Michigan State Department of Instruction, 
division of Vocational Rehabailitation, on dis
ability work with the social security program. 

1954 
Frederick B. Dow writes, "After about six 

months of grad school, I went to work for 
Chevrolet in Detroit. Having been in the 
Naval Reserve since 1951, I finally got 
drafted in March, 1956. As of the writing of 
this, I have just about 14 months, 23 days, 
and 14 hours to go. Have been to Cuba, 
Sweden and Germany. Will see some of the 
Med in March, another middy cruise and a 
possible NATO cruise before I get out in 
March of 1958. Have a good deal working 
in the personnel office aboard the 'Wisky' 
(Wisconsin)." 

Anis Saba's family have now all managed 
a move from Israel to Kalamazoo. Anis is 
working in Los Angeles. 

Charles R. Stiles is an assistant prosecut
ing attorney with the Ingham County Prose
cuting Attorney's office. Howard McCowan 
'35 is also an assistant prosecuting attorney 
in the same office. 

G. Robert Miyogowo was promoted to 
lieutenant junior grade while serving with 
Patrol Squadron Two at the U.S. Naval Sta
tion in Adak, Alaska. 

1955 
Martha Hoard Smith was named "Teacher 

of the Month" at the Edgewood, Md., Ju'hior 
and Senior High School. She was the fi rst 
teacher in the school to be so honored. 

Lauro Warren, a member of the Kalama
zoo Girl Scout staff, was ap;:>ointed to the 
executive board of the Association of Girl 
Scout Professional Workers. The board repre
sents the governing body of the Girl Scout 
professional workers in Wisconsin, Michigan, 
Indiana and Illinois. 

1956 
David W. Moron has been promoted to the 

position of technical representative and has 
been assigned to the Chicago office of Dow 
Corning Corp., following his completion of 
a six months' engineering and sales training 
program in the product engineering labora
tories. 
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IN MEMORIAM .. . Dr. Allen B. Stowe 

The Allen B. Stowe Memorial Fund has been established to 

perpetuate the memory of the longtime professor-coach at 

Kalamazoo College. The fund goal has been set at $10,000 

for a permanently endowed college scholarship in honor of 

Dr. Stowe. 

A committee under the chairmanship of Len Colby, president 

of the Kalamazoo Tennis Club, has been organized to estab

lish the scholarship. Many of the national top tennis stars 

have accepted honorary committee appointments. As a part 

of the project, a benefit match was staged at the Portage 

High School Gymnasium on April 15, featuring such tennis 

greats as Pancho Gonzales, Ken Rosewalt Pancho Segura, and 

Dinny Pails. This event netted $2,500 toward the memorial. 

Other gifts are being received regularly from former students, 

persons with whom Dr. Stowe had been in touch through tennis, 

and many other individuals concerned with multi-fold value 

of an Allen B. Stowe Memorial Fund. Donors may mail their 

checks directly to the College; gifts are tax exempt. 



Friday 7 

Saturday 8 

Sunday 9 

KALAMAZOO COLLEGE 

COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM 

June 7, 8, 9, 1957 
6:30 p.m. Special Alumni Council Dinner Meeting, Welles Lounge 

6:30 p.m. Senior Dinner-Donee, Welles Hall 

8:15 p.m. College Music Faculty Trio, Stetson Chapel 
Voldemors Rushevics, violin; Lillian Baldauf, cello; Harry Roy, piano 

8 :00 a.m. Faculty Meeting, Mondelle Library 

9 :30 a.m. Boord of Trustees Meeting 

12 :30 p.m. Alumni Snack Hour, Welles Hall, $1.00 

1 :00 p.m. Boord of Trustees Luncheon, small dining room, Welles Hall 

2 :00 p.m. Tennis Match, Stowe Stadium 
Kalamazoo Tennis Club vs Kalamazoo College Alumni 

4:00 p.m. Alumni Open House, Hoben Hall (An opportunity to visit with the members of the 
faculty and "reune." ) 

6 :00 p.m. Alumni Dinner, Welles Hall 
Speaker, Dr. Charles K. Johnson; Topic, "Acknowledgments and Thanks" 
Toastmaster, Sterling Deehr 
(Both of the class of 1932, celebrating its 25th anniversary reunion. ) 
Tickets, $2.50 each. 

NOTE: 
This is the day for BOTH Baccalaureate and Commencement. We are adjusting 
the schedule this year, hoping that many more alumni will have an opportunity to 
stay for Commencement on Sunday, rather than on Monday as in other years. A 
week end at Kalamazoo College can, therefore, include all Commencement activ
ities, and in order to make it even more convenient, overnight accommodations can 
be arranged for you in the dormitories for $1 .00 per person per night, by so inform
ing the Alumni Office by June 3. 

11 :00 a.m. BACCALAUREATE, Stetson Chapel. Address by the Reverend Richard Cummings, 
Executive Secretary, Detroit Baptist Missionary Society. Topic: "The Truth that 
Drives Men Mad and the Truth that Sets Men Free." 

12:30 p.m. Or immediately following Baccalaureate, buffet luncheon for College family, includ
ing alumni, students, and parents- sponsored by the Parents' Association, $1 .25. 

1 :30 p.m. Reception at home of President and Mrs. Weimer K. Hicks 

3:30 p.m. COMMENCEMENT, campus quadrangle. Address by Dr. Margaret Mead, well
known anthropologist, writer, and lecturer. Topic: "This Crucial Quarter Century." 

6:00 p.m. Picnic for faculty members and their families as guests of Welles Hall, campus 
quadrangle 



Due to the scheduling of both Baccalaureate and Commencement on 
Sunday, no program of departmental breakfasts has been set up this 
year. A few of the departments wishing to continue with their Sunday 
morning breakfasts, will be contacting directly the majors of their 
respective departments. 

Any Commencement weekend visitors are more than welcome to use 
the dining hall facilities for breakfast on both Saturday and Sunday 
mornings. Breakfast is served in Welles Hall from 8:00 a.m. to 
9:00 a.m. and the charge is $.35. 

PLEASE USE THE ATTACHEID CARD TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS FOR THE 
ALUMNI ACTIVITIES YOU WISH TO ATTEND. THE COMMITTEE WOULD 
APPRECIATE HEARING FROM YOU BY JUNE 5. IN ORDER TO ELIMINATE 
DELAY IN BEGINNING THE ALUMNI DINNER AND SNACK HOUR, WE SUG
GEST THAT YOU SEND A CHECK TO COVER THE COST OF THE TICKETS, AND 
THE TICKETS WILL BE SENT TO YOU BY RETURN MAIL. (TICKETS ALSO 
WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR.) 


