


The Cover Picture 
When the February issue of the 

Alumnus went to press, the cover 
picture was very appropriate. There 
has been a great deal of snow this 
winter at "K" College, as elsewhere 
in many parts of the country. 

The picture was not taken this 
year, however. The picture was 
taken by the Chicago Tribune pho
tographer, Andrew Pavlin, late in 
1950 as one of many for his roto
gravure feature, "Youth on the 
Campus." The picture was used 
in the January 14, 1951, edition of 
the Chicago Sunday Tribune, this 
being the third time that Kalamazoo 
College has been featured in the 
pages of the metropolitan news
paper. 

The pathway is the diagonal walk 
between R. E. Olds Science Hall, 
pictured, and Bowen Hall. Minnie 
Mandelle Library is at the left of 
the science building. 

The picture is reprinted by per
mission. 

Carl Soule ex'91 anri 
President John Scott 
Everton are snapp
ed in a moment of 
leisure and relaxa
tion at St. Peters
burg, Florida at the 
time of the alumn i 
meeting there ear ly 
last year. ~1:r. Soule, 
whose home is at 
Wathena, Kansas. 
made his first visit 
to the campus of K 
College i n m any 
years (half a cent· 
ury, the editor seems 
to reca II h a v i n g 
heard Mr. Soule de-
clare) sometime af

ter this picture was taken. lie and Mrs. 
Soule were unable to be here for Home
coming, so they visited the campus ju st 
prior to that event . 

Dr. Kenneth Sausaman '24 is educational 
director for the Methodist Episcopal con
ference in the Denver area. 

Dr. Harold B. Allen '24, director of the 
Communication program at the Umversity 
of :Minnesota, was elected 1952 chairman of 
the Conference on College Composition and 
Communication at the annual business meet
ing in Cincinnati. During the present aca
demic year Professor Allen is on leave of 
absence as a Ford Foundation Faculty Fel
low, visiting more than forty universities 
to study the professional preparation of the 
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The College Calendar 
COMING COLLEGE EVENTS 

February 
4 
6, 7, 8 

Kalamazoo- Albion Basketball Game (Tredway ) 
Kalamazoo College Convocation on 

7 
11 
13 
14 
16 
19 
21 
23 
27 

"The Substance of Education in a Democracy" 
Kalamazoo- Calvin Basketball Game (There) 
Kalamazoo- Hillsdale Basketball Game (Tredway) 
Kalamazoo -Ill. Tech. Basketball Game (Tredway) 
Kalamazoo- Olivet Basketball Game (There) 
Kalamazoo- Adrian Basketball Game (There) 
Kalamazoo- Hope Basketball Game (There) 
Kalamazoo- Alma Basketball Game (Tredway ) 
Washington Banquet 
Michigan Intercollegiate Choral Festival (Central H. S.! 

March 
3-7 

21, 22, 23 
April 

14-16 
22 

Religious Emphasis Week 
Bach Festival 

Pi Kappa Delta Province of the Lake Convention 
Founders' Day 

May 
24 May Fete 

Alumni Day 
Baccalaureate 

June 
7 
8 
9 One Hundred Sixteenth Commencement 

Another Study on 
Scientists Reported 

An analysis by Harry F. Lewis of 
the Trytten Report, listing the bac
calaureate sources of those who 
earned doctoral degrees in the sci
ences for the ten years beginning 
with 1936, was published in the 
June issue of the JOURNAL OF 
HIGHER EDUCATION. In it, Kal
amazoo College again receives high 
praise for the work done here in 
the training of science students. 

Previously having been listed by 
the Steelman report to the President 
of the United States as being fourth 
in the nation in the production of 
successful candidates for the Ph.D. 
degree in science, and having been 
listed in the report of the special 
committee of Wesleyan University, 
Connecticut, as being third in the 
ten year period studied by that com
mittee (the two reports together 
cover a period of almost twenty 
years), the study made by Mr. Lewis 

exammes the yardstick of compari
son used by the Steelman report. 
Mr. Lewis makes certain adjustments 
to compensate for the fact that total 
enrollment figures may not be a 
fair basis of comparison because it 
is the men students that the scien
tists come from. He also examines 
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PRESIDENT'S 
LETTER 
To the alumni of Kalamazoo Col
lege, 

At the turn of the year, our 
thoughts turn to plans for 195 2-5 3 
and prospects for the future. Kala
mazoo College Day on December 
28 marked the beginning of a much 
closer relationship of alumni to the 
program for selection of new stu
dents. Much of the success in at
tracting promising students to Kal
amazoo College will depend on the 
extent to which alumni share in this 
important program. We are grate
ful to those parents and alumni who 
opened their homes during the holi
day season for gatherings of alum
ni, present students, and prospective 
students. 

If each of you would assume re
sponsibility for sending in the name 
of at least one prospective student, 
our enrollment for next fall would 
be assured. Within the last week, 
as this is being written, alumni 
from New England, New York 
state and Illinois have sent letters 
to the admissions office suggesting 
the names of new students, and in 
each case gave some background on 
them so that our approach to each 
could be personalized and therefore 
more likely to produce results. We 
are grateful to .all of you who are 
contributing in this way to the effec
tiveness of our work here. 

This letter will serve to introduce 
John Robert Anderson, who joins 
our staff in January as Associate 
Director of Admissions. John comes 
to us from Chicago where he has 
served for three years as Admissions 
Counselor .and Director of the Chi
cago Office of Beloit College. John 
and his wife are both graduates of 
Beloit, and by experience and train
ing, are well qualified to interpret 
the opportunities of a church-relat
ed college to prospective students. 
John had his preparatory training 
at Haven School and Evanston 
Township High School. He served 
as a pilot in the Navy from 1943 
to 1946, and was commissioned an 
ensign in 1945. He is at present a 
member of an organized Naval Re-

JOHN SCOTT EVERTON 

serve squadron and is a qualified 
jet pilot. We have every evidence 
that he will make a major contribu
tion to the admissions program at 
Kalamazoo College, and hope that 
many of you may have the oppor
tunity to meet him in the months 
ahead. 

May the year 1952 be a year of 
meaningful achievement for all of 
you individually, and may it be a 
year of significant growth in the life 
of our college. 

John Scott Everton 
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Alumni Elections 
To Be Held in May 

In recent years, the Kalamazoo 
College Alumni Association's elec- . 
tion of officers has been held at the 
beginning of each new year. So that 
there might be greater continuity in 
carrying on the alumni program 
along with the academic college 
year, it has been decided to delay 
the election this year until May, 
with the present officers carrying 
through with Alumni Day and other 
activities of Commencement week 
end. Next year's officers will be in
troduced to .alumni at the Alumni 
Banquet on June 7. The present 
officers of the Alumni Association 
are Charles K. Johnson, '32, presi
dent; lester A. Graybiel, '22, vice
president; and Ruth Scott Chenery, 
'24, secretary-treasurer. Executive 
Committee ~embers are Charles J. 
Venema, '33, Curtis W. Davis, 
'28, and Paul ]. VanKeuren, '41. 

It is hoped that names of alumni 
representing various geographical 
areas will comprise the slate of offi
cers to be elected. The nominating 
committee will welcome suggestions 
from you. You may address the 
Alumni Office, Kalamazoo College, 
and suggestions will be passed on 
to the committee. 

Eastern Clubs Elect 
During President Everton's trip 

east to attend the annual meeting 
of the Association of American Col
leges, alumni meetings were held in 
Washington and Philadelphia. On 
January 10, The Washington Area 
Alumni Club met at the home of 
Dr. and Mrs. Maynard Owen Wil
liams. Newly elected officers for the 
Club are Owen Williams, '48, presi
dent; Donald larson, '30, vice presi
dent; and Kathryn Swift, '31, secre
tary-treasurer. Those previously 
heading the group were Walter 
Good, '37, president; Harry Parker, 
'15, vice-president; and Esther Ty
ler Grabber, '3 7, secretary-treasurer. 

The Whittier Hotel was the 
scene of the Philadelphia Area 
Alumni Club dinner meeting on 
January 11. Plans for the meeting 
were arranged by Miss Winifred 
Johnson, '27, chairman of our alum
ni group there. 
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Convocation 
Addresses on 

Presents Seven 
Vital Issues 

WIDESPREAD INTEREST AROUSED IN 
COMMUNITY PROJECT OPEN TO ALL 

An event truly unique among community efforts will take place Feb
ruary 6, 7, and 8, when Kalamazoo College will present a Convocation in 
collaboration with the public schools of the city of Kalamazoo and of Kal
amazoo County. 

lauded by community leaders as an outstanding effort to promote the 
cause of education, the Kalamazoo College Convocation will present seven 
major addresses by outstanding speakers, each of whom will be of interest 
and importance to the public. Each address will be self-contained with its 
individual topic, but all will pertain to the general theme, "The Substance 
of Education in a Democracy." Parents, teachers, and all other persons in
terested in the welfare of their community will find that the Convocation 
has something for them. 

Evening addresses will be given 
on each of the three nights of the 
Convocation. Interrogation by the 
audience will follow each address. 

Four daytime addresses will be in
cluded on the program for Thurs
day and Friday. Panel discttssions 
pertaining to the address will fol
low each speaker. 

Teachers of the public schools of 
Kalamazoo will participate in the 
Convocation on the basis of in-ser
vice training, and an extensive pro
gram of workshops is being set by 
the city school officials so that the 
teachers will hold their own meet
ings to discuss further the topics of 
the Convocation with particular em
phasis on the work of the schools. 

Teachers of the county schools of 
Kalamazoo County will join the 
Convocation on Friday, February 8, 
and will participate in the full pro
gram. This day of the Convocation 
has been officially designated as 
Teachers' Institute for the teachers 
of the county. 

Parents and representatives of in
terested groups are invited to attend 
the workshop meetings, as well as 
to attend all other sessions of the 
Convocation. 

Extensive community participa
tion in the workshop program is 
being planned. Representative lea
ders from the community will at
tend the workshops as resource per
sons, and representative leaders of 
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CONVOCATION CHAIRMAN 

DR. RICHARD U. LIGHT 

the community also will participate 
in the panel discussions to follow 
the four daytime addresses. 

In short, the Kalamazoo College 
Convocation has the necessary in
gredients to become a moving force 
in community life and to become a 
matter of vital importance to an 
alert citizenry. 

Speakers and their topics are list
ed in the double page spread which 
follows in this issue of the AlttmnttS. 
All addresses will be given at Cen
tral High School auditorium. The 
time for each address is indicated. 

All addresses are open to the pub
lic, and no tickets are needed. Y ott 
are invited to attend. You may also 
constitute yourself as a committee 
of one to invite your friends and . 
neighbors. Don't stay away because 
of any feeling that accommodations 
will be crowded. The largest audi
torium in the city of Kalamazoo 
will provide plenty of room. 

The many details of planning for 
the Convocation have been carried 
out by committees and groups which 
represent the college, the schools of 
the city and the county, and repre
sentative leaders from the commun
ity. Dr. Richard U. light, chairman 
of the highly successful Convoca
tion held last year, again is chairman 
of this year's Convocation. Com
mittee members listed comprise only 
a partial listing of the many persons 
who have been engaged in making 
plans for the Convocation and per
sons who will be taking part in the 
different phases of the program. 

Alumni of Kalamazoo College 
may well be proud of this projea. 
It is hoped that all will attend as 
many of the addresses as possible. 

Committee members include: 
Executive Committee: Richard u. 

Light, chairman; John Scott Everton, 
Mrs. Louise Cassady, Daniel Heath
cote, Raymond Hightower, secretary; 
Clarence Leonard, Loy lorrix, Sam
uel Rickard, Ivor Spencer, Walter 
Waring, Leon Waskin, and Clarence 
Vvhetstone. 

Program Committee: Richard U. 
Light, chairman; Gerald Bodine, Rob 
ert Boyce, Willis Dunbar, Thera! Her
rick, Raymond Hightower, and Rich
ard Percy. Arrangements Committee: 
Harold Smith, chairman; Howard 
Chenery, Richard ::-J elson, and Eugene 
Thomas. Public Relations Committee: 
Edward !Lauth, chairman; Daniel 
Heathcote, Miss Royena Hornbeck, 
Scarth Inglis, James Morrell, Mrs. 
Quentin Smith, Mrs. Freel G. Stanley, 
and Michael Waskowsky. 

Hospitality Committee: Mrs. John 
Scott Everton, chairman; Glenn S. 
Allen, Jr., Miss Sandra Barth, Mrs. 
Kenneth Crawford, Robert Filmer, and 
Mrs. Loy Norrix. Committee on Work
shops and Panels : Thera! Herrick, 
chairman; Gerald Bodine, Robert 
Boyce, and Richard Percy. Student
Faculty Committee: Laurence Strong 
and Richard Means, co-chairmen. 



Events of Major NEWS NOTES 
(Continued f rom page 2) Two Musical 

Importance Coming Soon 
prospective Ph.D. in English . He visi t ed 
the K Co1lege campus early in January. 

George Waldbridge ex'24, one·time na· 
tiona l baton-twirling champion, is devot ing 
fu ll time to teac h ing the art. He does 
much traveling during his work, is co
e-ditor of a baton-twirling journal with a 
circulation of 5,000, and with a par tner 
runs a summer camp for twirlers at Syra
cuse, Indiana. Ilis home is at Holland, 
Michigan. 

Two music events of major importance are listed on the college calen
dar for February and Match. 

The First Annual Michigan Intercollegiate Choral Festival will be 
held in Central High School auditorium on the evening of Wednesday, 
February 27, it is announced by Mr. H enry Overley, head of the depart
ment of music. The Festival is being held in Kalamazoo for the inaugura
tion of what is hoped to become an annual event which will rotate among 

The Reverend Amos Bogart '30 is the 
executive secretary of the Good wi ll Indus
tries of Jackson. He previous ly had been 
pastor of the Ila ven Methodist Church for 
eight years. 

participating colleges. 

Participating colleges will be: Al
bion, Alma, Calvin, Hillsdale, 
Hope, and Kalamazoo. A total of 
more than 35 0 voices will be in
cluded in the massed choir which 
will give four numbers under the 
direction of Mr. Overley. Each 
choir also will give individual num
bers. 

The accompanying orchestra will 
be composed of the best instrumen
talists from the orchestras of the 
colleges represented. Mr. Volde
mars Rushevics of the Kalamazoo 
College music faculty will be the 
concertmaster for the orchestra. 

Admission to this event will be 
50 cents per person. It is hoped 
that this low price of admission will 
enable family groups to attend in 
large number. 

The Sixth Annual Bach Festival 
will be given the following month, 
March 21, 22, and 23, in Stetson 
Chapel. This is a community pro
ject which has become one of the 
outstanding events of the year in 
musical circles in this area. Under 
the direction of Mr. Overley, direc
tor and founder of the group, the 
community chorus will present a 
program of Cantatas and Chamber 
Music, and the Oratorio, "The Pas
sion According to St. Matthew." 
Guest soloists will be : Harold 
Haugh, Lillian Knowles, Philip 
MacGregor, Henrietta Chase, and 
Andrew White. 

To Speak at Beaver Dam 
President John Scott Everton will 

be the Founders Day speaker at 
Wayland Academy, Beaver Dam, 
Wisconsin, Sunday, February 24. 

CAMP CHANDLER THOMAS 
Camp Chand ler Thomas '09 died 

November 15 at St. Mary's Hospita l, 
Lewiston, Maine, after an extended 
illn ess. His home was at Greene, 
Maine; and he was head of the X -Ray 
department at St. Mary's Hospital. He 
is survived by his wife, Pearl Horst 
Thomas '15; one son, Camp Lee; and 
a g randdaughter, Gale. 

D exter Johnson '33 was the author of one 
of the most newsy "Christmas Greet ings," 
the Alumnus has received in a long time. 
It was a two-page si n g le-spaced m imeo
graphed letter from "THE FIVE JOI-IN
SON'S IN PORTLAND" (Oregon). Dexter 
has been elected to the executive board of 
the Portland Home Builders Association. 

Dr. Preston C. Hammer ' 34, a group leader 
in the Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory, Las 
Alamos, New Mexico, is the author of a 

(Continued on page 12) 

Foreign Students Enrolled Here 

Twenty-one foreign students from fourteen countries are enrolled at Kal
amazoo CoUege this year. Pictured on the steps of Stetson Chapel, from left 
to right, are: Front row: Olaf Eschenfelder, Germany; Theophilus Adjei, Gold 
Coast; Essell Blankson, Gold Coast; Richard Quarshie, Gold Coast; and Guen
ther Pointer, Austria. 2nd row : Maria Fischer, Netherlands; Anna Engstrom, 
Sweden; Teruko Yutani, Japan; Rasma Upmanis, Latvia; and Margaret Wong, 
China. 3rd row: Wilfred Law, Burma; Mehmet Cakmakci, Turkey; Andrejo 
Broze, Latvia; Anis Saba, Nazareth, Israel; and Masud Homayouni, Iran. 4th 
row: Hossein Hayati, Iran; Ainara Dankers, Latvia ; and Karlis Kuskevics, 
Latvia. Absent from picture: Epaminondas Peyos, Greece; Rafael Bendek, 
Colombia; and Albert Bruce-IVficah, Gold Coast, West Africa. 
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Class Agents Write 
"I shall be pleased to act as class 

agent and member of the Alumni 

Council and will do the best I can to 

fill the post. I have been acting as a 

self-appointed secretary of the class 

of '02 for many years, having worked 

up the class reunion in 1942 and have 

already written all surviving members 

of the class at least twice during the 

past year to remind them of our com

ing fiftieth anniversary." 

Naomi North Williamson 

"You may depend upon me to act 

as class secretary for the good class 

of 1914." 

W. C. Buchanan 

"Although my reply is somewhat 

late due to necessities of busi111ess 

travels, it is not late due to the slight

est hesitation on my part to accept 

the assignment of class agent for the 

class of 1939. Rather, I feel it will 

present a fine opportunity to renew 

old acquaintances and to revive in

terest of many friends and classmates 

in their fine college. According to the 

records, I believe you will find the 

class of 1939 making some of the out

standing contributions to the preser

vation of the American ideals of free 

institutions during World War II. It 

seems only fitting as our nation again 
is threatened by a power which would 
abolish such a form as Kalamazoo Col
lege, to rally our forces and focus 
attention of our a! umni on the vi tal 
and great importance of helping to 
further the work of our college in all 
ways possible. My sincerest best 
wishes for a successful program of 
class secretaries." 

John J. Braham 

"In reply to your recent letter ask
ing that I serve as class ag nt for the 
class of 1927, be assured that I shall 
be glad to help the college in any way 
I can." 

Winifred M. Johnson 

"Your suggested method of appoint
ing class secretaries sounds like a very 
interesting means of strengthening 
college associations. I should be hap 
py to serve as secretary for the class 
of 1946." 

Helen Glaser Reed 
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LIST OF CLASS AGENTS 
1871 to 1900 H. Clair Jackson, '96, 219 W. Lovell St., Kalamazoo, Mich. 
1901 to 1903 Naomi North Williamson, '02, 402 W . Chicago Blvd., Tecumseh, Mich. 
1904 to 1906 Florence Winslow, '06, 2329 Crane Ave., Kalamazoo, Mich. 

1907 Maurice E. Post, 2709 Dwight Way, Berkley, California 
1908 Louise Lassfolk Finch, 1226 Sweet Briar Rd., Shorewood Hills 

Madison, Wisconsin 
1909 Anna Puffer Lenderink, 632 Summer St., Kalamazoo, Mich. 
1910 Mabel E. Stanley, 560 Phelps Ave., Kalamazoo, Mich. 
1911 Fred 0. Windoes, 2305 Hartrey Ave., Evanston, Ill. 
1912 Agnes Grenell Goss, 716 Forest St., Kalamazoo, Mich. 
1913 Roberta Williams Conrad, 56 Overlook Rd., Upper Montclair, N.J. 
1914 W. C. Buchanan, 240 Oakhill Ave., E. Lansing, Mich. 
1915 Lucile Owen Kerman, 1111Mulford, Evanston, Ill. 
1916 Elizabeth Marvin Taylor, 2415 Outlook, Kalamazoo, Mich. 
1917 Kenneth M. Payne, 840 Kenneth Rd., Glendale, California 
1918 Ruth White Ralston, 310 Burrows Rd., Kalamazoo, Mich. 
1919 Dwight H. Rich, 707 Moores River Dr., Lansing, Mich. 
1920 Forrest Strome, 1903 Whites Rd., Kalamazoo, Mich. 
1921 Kenneth C. Ring, P.O. Box 124, Barrington, Ill. 
1922 Marion Graybiel Means, 3319 Darlington Rd., Toledo, Ohio 
1923 Wilbert A. Benneitts. 1478 John St., Muskegon,Mich. 
1924 Ruth Scott Chenery, 2016 Oakland Dr., Kalamazoo, Mich. 
1925 Dee Tourtellotte, 249 Mountwell Ave., Haddonfield, N.J. 
1926 Winifred Merritt Bowman, Box 468, Rt. No. 9, Kalamazoo, Mich. 
1927 Winifred M. Johnson, 5131 Spruce Dr., Philadelphia, Pa. 
1928 Mildred Gang Hackney, 3416 C St,. Dexter, Mich. 
1929 Andrew F. Murch, 650 N. Kalamazoo St., Paw Paw, Mich. 
1930 Clara Heiney Buckley, 124 Bulkley St., Kalamazoo, Mich. 
1931 Ruth Hudson Peterson, River Rd., Niles Mich. 
1932 Margaret Lawler Machin, 2345 Tipperary Rd., Kalamazoo, Mich. 
1933 Charles J. Venema, 606 Pinehurst Blvd., Kalamazoo, Mich. 
1934 Marshall H. Rutz, 260 Parchmount Ave., Parchment, Mich. 
1935 Pauline W. Redman, 8781 Arcadia, Detroit 4, Mich. 
1936 Mary Miller Patto&.. 5081 Bradley, Chevy Chase, Mel. 
1937 Janet Hardy Zimmerman, 2314 Outlook, Kalamazoo, Mich. 
1938 Harry Rapley, 504 Inkster, Kalamazoo, Mich. 
1939 John ]. Braham, 85 E. 280 st. , Euclid, Ohio 
1940 George DeHaven, 163 N. 25th St., Battle Creek, Mich. 
1941 John D. Montgomery, Babs~n Institute of Business Administration. 

Babson Park 57, Mass. 
1942 William H. Burke, 611 Stuart Ave., Kalamazoo, Mich. 
1943 N. Baird McLain, 2515 Kensington Dr., Kalamazoo, Mich. 
1944 Russell ]. Becker, 5641 So. Blackstone Ave., Chicago 37, Ill. 
1945 Betty Shayman Johnson, 2125 Golfview Ave., Kalamazoo, Mich. 
1946 Helen Glaser Reed, Howell Point, Cassopolis, Mich. 
1947 Robert D. Dewey, 1456 Cordova, Lakewood, Ohio 
1948 Jacqueline V. Buck, 593 Townsend, Birmingham, Mich. 
1949 Albert Grady, Andover-Newton Theological School, Newton 

Center, Mass. 
1950 Donald Culp, 838-A W. Michigan Ave., Kalamazoo, Mich. 
1951 Sue Waters Chalmers, 2516 Schaefer, Saginaw, Mich. 

Now to turn to you! Your class agent is looking for you to take pen 
in hand and to drop a line with all special thoughq; and news. These 
it·ems will be compiled, and one day soon, a letter will be coming your 
way with a full report on those who trod the paths of "K" with you. 

To facilitate this first service of our class agents, len's set a deadline 
on letters as the end of F·ebruary. Now don't let us down! This can prove 
to be of real interest, but we need your cooperation. A closer tie than 
ever can be developed between "K" alums and between you and the col
lege. 

Incidentally, we are dispensing with the questionnaire this year and 
shall be looking for news from these letters for our Alumnus columns and 
alumni directory. 



Kalamazoo College Day 
Makes Successful Debut 

Special thanks go out to those 
who opened their homes on Decem
ber 28 as a part of Kalamazoo Col
lege Day. 

In a series of meetings, the fol
lowing were hosts to students, pros
pective students and faculty in this 
effort to further extend the admis
swns program. 

In Detroit, four meetings were 
held. Those entertaining were Dr. 
and Mrs. Paul Connolly, 16778 
Westmoreland Rd., assisted by Wil
liam H. Burke of the English de
partment, and Peter Lenox, sopho
more; Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Dexter, 
7 40 Lincoln, Grosse Pointe, assisted 
by Dr. Eugene Beem, head of the 
economics department, and Thomas 
Willson and Parke Brown, seniors; 
Dr. and Mrs. Stuart Wallace, 1984 
Browning, Ferndale, assisted by 
Dean Raymond Hightower, and 
Miss Louellen Crothers, junior; and 
the Reverend and Mrs. Emil Kontz 
at the First Baptist Church in Bir
mingham, assisted by Dr. Marion 
Dunsmore, professor of religion, and 
Whitney Sevin, junior, and Miss 
Elaine Kantz, sophomore. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry H. Miller, 
440 Logan, S.E., Grand Rapids, op
ened their home on December 28, 
and they were assisted by Dr. Don
ald VanLiere, head of the psychol
ogy department, and Dr. Wen Chao 
Chen of the political science depart
ment. Miss Laura Blandford, senior, 
headed the student group. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leland J. Kerman, 
1111 Mulford, were hosts in Evan
ston and were assisted by their son, 
Ralph, of the physics department, 
and Gloria Wallace, junior. Another 
group met with Mr. and Mrs. Ken
neth B. Hunt, 5244 S. Ashland, 
La Grange. They were assisted by 
Miss Rayma Ray, sophomore. 

Although the weatherman forced 
the cancellation of a meeting in the 
home of Dr. and Mrs. Warren John
son in Chicago, and caused a reduc
tion in attendance at some of the 
other meetings, the idea has been en
thusiastically received and plans are 
being considered for meetings in 

"College Day" Scene 

"We had a good time!" is the report 
received from Parke Brown, K Col
lege senior, in regard to the "Kalama .. 
zoo College Day" meeting at his home 
in Grosse Pointe, Friday evening, De
cember 28. This was one of a series 
of meetings held that night. Other 
meetings are planned for later dates. 

More than 50 persons were in at
tendance at the Grosse Pointe meet
ing_ Pictured from left to right: Wil
liam Foster, K College freshman; a 
high school student present as a guest, 
Mrs. Philip Dexter, mother of Parke; 
and Mrs. Richard Ralph, the former 
Marilyn Hirt ex'52. 

some of the other areas m the 
spring. 

The Kalamazoo Area Alumni 
Club is planning its get-together for 
early March under the direction of 
its officers, Theodore Conger, presi
dent; William Culver, vice-presi
dent; and Jean McColl Batts, sec
retary-treasurer. 

REPORT ON SCIENTISTS 
(Continued from page 2) 

the question of the total contribu
tion made by liberal arts colleges as 
compared with the total contribu
tion made by universities. 

His study again places Kalama
zoo College as being fourth in the 
nation for the period of ten years 
covered by the Steelman report, but 
he changes the order of some other 
colleges. In fact, some of the insti
tutions listed as leaders in the earlier 
study are not included in his list of 
the top 30 institutions. 

Speaking of these 30 schools, he 
agrees with the Steelman Report 
that they are, "outstanding colleges 
in stimulating undergraduates to be
come scientists." 

Marriages 
Beverly Reed and Pfc. Milton Chris

ten 'SO were united in marriage, De
cember 3, in the Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Kalamazoo. 

Janet I. Hoskins ex'S3 and Guyton 
Ray were united in marriage, Decem
ber 8, in the home of the bride'; 
mother, Kalamazoo. 

Virginia I. Sikkenga '49 and Ed
ward G. Krautheim were married on 
September 15, in the Ferry Memorial 
Reformed Church, Montague, Mich. 

Ellen Tompkins '52 and C. William 
Hanichen were married December 29, 
in St. John's Episcopal Church, Stur
gis. 

Sally Anne Elam '49 and John L. 
Keenan were married in the bride's 
home in Plainwell, on January 5. 

Engagements 
Barbara J. Rasmussen '45 and Mel

vin E. Engelhardt haye announced 
their engagement. 

The engagement of Rosemary H. 
Young ex'52 and Jack M. Davis ex'52 
has been announced. 

Barbara E. Hughes ex'S3 and Rich
ard H. Kohloff have announced their 
engagement. 

Births 
Mr. '32 and Mrs. Edward J. Lauth an

nounce the birth of James Edward, 
born January 2, in Bt·onson Hospital, 
Kalamazoo. 

Christopher was born to Mr. ami 
~1rs. Thomas C. Colt, Jr. (Priscilla 
Crum '39) in Portland, Oregon, De
cember 23. 

James Loy was born to Mr. 'SO at~d 
:t~Irs. Val Jablonski on December 20, 
in Borgess Hospital. 

A son was born to Mr. 'SO and Mrs. 
Donald Culp on December 15, in Bor
gess Hospital. His name is ~1ichacl 

Blaine. 
Mr. '47 and ~Irs. Lewis ShiAea (Lois 

:\ave '47) announce the birth of AYa 
Lynn, born December 15, in Bronson 
Hospital. 

~Ir. and ~Irs. Frank Gagnier (Betty 
Jane Shaw '44) announce the birth of 
~Iartha Anne and Barbara Ellen, born 
Xovember 7, Pleasant Ridge, ~fich. 

Stephen Chester was born to Mr. 
'49 and 1lrs. Chester Drag in Borgess 
Hospital, January 9. 
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CONVOCATION PROGRAM 
Febrttary 6, 7, and 8, 1952 

ALL ADDRESSES ARE TO BE GIVEN IN CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM 

All seven addresses are open to the public. No tickets are required. 
You are invited. 

EVENING SESSIONS 
General Theme: <JJ,u 'k/e Mud <Jea,c,k • • • 

The past ... 

I. OUR AMERICAN HERITAGE 

The transmission to youth of the elements 

which made America great. 

The present . . . 

II. OUR PRINCIPAL RESOURCES 
TODAY 

Taking the measure of America's natural, 

social, and economic resources. 

The future ... 

Ill. IMPENDING CHANGES IN 
THE AMERICAN SCENE 

What we may expect in the years ahead, 

and the implications of this analysis for 

teachers. 

Wednesday, February 6, 8:10p.m. 

cJIUI/Uf $ieele e~ 
Professor of U. S. History, Colum
bia University 

INTRODUCTION BY 

Leon S. Waskin, Chief, 
Elementary and Secondary 
Education, Michigan S tate 
Department of Public In
struction 

Thursday, February 7, 8:10p.m. 

CJwiH. q. NOW14e 
Former Vice-President of The 
Brookings Institution ; former 
Chairman, Council of Economic 
Advisors to the President 

INTRODUCTION BY 

Charles R. Sligh, Jr. 
Trustee, 
Kalamazoo College 

Friday, February 8, 8:10 p.m. 

'k/r:d/e4 PIUUcoii 'k/e!JJ. 
Professor of History, University of 
Texas 

INTRODUCTION BY 

George K. Ferguson, Chair· 
man, Board of T r us tees , 
Kalamazoo College 



*D A Y T I M E S E S S I 0 N S 
General Theme: d)~'f e~ Q!UUU1.J 

I. . .. AMONG CONFLICTING 
EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHIES 

The significance of the present conflict be

tween modernist and conservative theories 

of education and how the two may con

verge in a common objective. 

II. . .. AMONG DIFFERENT 

MEDIA OF COMMUNICATION 

Changing modes of mass communications 

and how they affect the work of the 

teacher. 

Ill. ... ON PUBLIC ISSUES 

IV. 

The substance of our basic political, eco

nomic, and international issues as they a£

feet the teacher's responsibility in the field 

of citizenship. 

BETWEEN SCHOOL AND 
COLLEGE 

Bridging the gap for the student who con

tinues his formal education. 

''A panel discussion will follow each of the daytime addresses. 
You are cordially invited to remain for these panel 
discussions. 

Thursday, february 7, 10:00 a.m. 

d/-~ Keppel 
Dean of the Graduate School of 
Education, Harvard University 

INTRODUCTION BY 

Loy Norrix, 
Superintendent of Schools, 
Kalamazoo 

Thursday, february 7, 2:45 p.m. 

'W~$~ 
Dean of the Division of Commun
ications, University of Illinois 

INTRODUCTION BY 

Mrs. Kenneth Crawford, 
President, Board of Educa
tion, Kalamazoo 

Friday, february 8, 10:00 a.m. 

'Willu dJ.. ~unk,~t 
Professor of History 
Western Michigan College 
of Education 

INTRODUCTION BY 

Clarence Leonard, 
Superintendent of Schoots, 
Kalamazoo County 

Friday, February 8, 2:45 p.m. 

A ian 'W. B~UJ.W.n 
President, The Colleges of the 
Seneca, Geneva, New York 

INTRODUCTION BY 

John Scott Everton, 
President 
Kalamazoo College 



11SPEAKING 
Revival of Interest 
in R. L. Stevenson 

The attempt of a champion to 
stage a "comeback" is not confined 
to the world of prize fighters. Top
flight literary men often go through 
the same process, with this differ
ence: by the time the writer makes 
a bid for a "comeback" he has usual
ly been dead for many years, where
as the fighter does so in the full flush 
of his physical aliveness. 

It often happens to a writer that 
he goes into eclipse after his death. 
In fact, this occurs so often that it 
may almost be said to be a rule. 
Then the time comes when his ad
mirers try for a "comeback" for him. 
Sometimes they succeed; from time 
to time they fail. 

A current case in point is Robert 
Louis Stevenson, known oo most 
English and American boys as the 
author of Treasure Island, but a 
writer of many other books far sup
erior to that children's classic. Just 
now Stevenson is in the process of 
"coming back." 

At the time of his death in 1894 
Robert Louis Stevenson was one of 
the most popular writers in the 
English-speaking world. He was 
only 44 years old when he died but 
he had won a very large public in 
the fields of the novel, the short 
story, children's verse, and the essay. 
So big was his public that during 
the closing years of the nineteentn 
century it seemed certain that he 
would go down in literary history 
as one who belonged in the com
pany of Dickens_ and Thackeray 
and George Eliot and all the other 
great Victorians. 

But about a decade after the 
opening of the twentieth century 
the romantic writers became more 
or less a drug on the market, dis
placed by the school of realism that 
in England was represented by such 
men as John Galsworthy and Arn
old Bennett and in America by 
Theodore Dreiser. By 1920 that 
high-priest of romanticism, Robert 
Louis Stevenson, had been left far 
behind, and it looked for some years 

OF 

ARNOLD MULDER 

Dr. Arnold Mulder, chairman 
of the department of English at 
Kalamazoo College, is the author 
of this feature of the Alumnu• 
which has appeared continuously 
since the founding of the maga
zine. 

as if he were done for. Such writers 
as Frank Swinnerton ridiculed his 
claim to greatness. For a quarter of 
a century he was more or less in 
eclipse. 

Then, three or four years ago, 
the tide began to turn. David Dai
ches, .a professor, wrote a life and 
critical evaluation of Stevenson but 
it hardly attracted more than aca
demic attention. A little later Laura 
L. Hinkley published her book, The 
Stevensons: Lo11is and Fanny, that 
made a somewhat greater appeal to 
the common reader. 

During 1951 another book on 
Stevenson appeared that gives a 
somewhat greater promise of pro
viding a "comeback" for RLS than 
the earlier attempts. It is called 
Voyage to Windward: Life of Robert 
Louis Stevenson. The author is ]. 
C. Furnas, and the book is so ob
viously a labor of love that its very 
enthusiasm bids fair to reach the 
heart of the big reading public that 
must be reached if the "comeback" 
is to be real. 

The publishers explain that Fur
nas has been working on this vol-
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ume for some 15 years. In the 
course of his labors he has traveled 
3 5,000 miles for the purpose of 
following the trail of Stevenson 
from his boyhood home in Scotland, 
to France, the scene of his early 
manhood activities; to America, in 
search for health when tuberculosis 
struck him down; across the Ameri· 
can continent to California, where 
young Stevenson went to marry Mrs. 
Osborne, a divorced woman; to Sa
moa, where Stevenson spent the last 
years of his brief life, where he died, 
and where he lies buried on the top 
of a high mountain. 

The personal story of Robert 
Louis Stevenson is as romantic as 
any novel the man ever wrote. For 
some unexplained reason Mr. Fur
nas fell in love with the art of the 
writer whom the world was busy 
forgetting and determined to bring 
him back. 

Will he succeed, or will the 
Stevenson eclipse continue and 
deepen? The answer still belongs 
to the future. But for the moment 
at least Stevenson is again live news 
in the literary world. 

John R. Anderson 
Named to Staff 

John R. Anderson, a graduate of 
Beloit College and since 1948 ad
missions counselor and Director of 
the Chicago Office of Beloit Col
lege, has been appointed associate 
director of admissions at Kalama
zoo College. He began his new 
duties on January 7. 

A veteran of service in the navy, 
he is a naval pilot and is a gualifiea 
jet pilot. He is a member of the 
organized Naval Reserve squadron 
of the Naval Air Station at Glen
view, Illinois. 

Mr. Anderson was a member of 
the varsity basketball teams at 
Evanston High School and Illinois 
College where he had enrolled for 
one year. He was a member of Sig
ma Chi fraternity at Beloit and was 
a member of the B team in basket
ball. His wife, the former Jean 
Klinka, is a graduate of Beloit Col
lege. The Andersons have one 
daughter, Maybeth, one year old. 



K College Cage 
Exciting Fare to 

Men Provide 
Sport Fans 

by John Stammen 

As this is being written on January 11, nine games have been played 
on the current basketball schedule. 

The Hornets boast a creditable record of six wins and only three de
feats so far in the 1951-5 2 season. Four straight wins have been recorded 
before the home fans. 

Olivet College provided the opposition in the season opener and after 
putting up a bitter battle, fell 63-49 to start the Hornets off on the right 
foot. The annual trip to Detroit to play the tough Titans of the University 
of Detroit resulted in an 82-55 score in favor of the Motor City crew. 

The first conference game was ar 
Albion, and Kazoo was looking for 
its first win at Kresge Gymnasium 
since the 1946 season. However, 
the Hornets were ice-cold and be
fore they could get started Albion 
had run out to a 16-0 lead and 
coasted in from there to win 68-49. 

A three game winning streak was 
then fashioned. Assumption Col
lege lost a hard fought 76-63 deci
sion at Tredway to even the season 
record at two wins and two defeats . 
Coach Lloyd Grows cagers then 
played their second straight confer
ence game away from home, but 
this time had better luck as the five 
starters played the entire game to 
down Hillsdale 64-54. Freshman 
John Gideon threw in 26 points 
against the Dales for the best Kazoo 
scoring effort of the season. 

In the final game before the 
Christmas vacation, the Hornets 
took on a big experienced Calvin 
College quintet which had downed 
them twice before by large margins 
a year ago. The Kalamazooans had 
their fast-breaking attack function
ing well, however, and battled the 
Knights to a 70-70 tie with two 
minutes remaining in the game. 
Calvin wilted here and the Orange 
and Black connected for three quick 
baskets to win 76-70. 

Following only three days prac
tice as a result of the holidays, the 
Hornets trekked to Wheaton, Illi
nois to meet Wheaton College on 
Jan. 5 Wheaton, with a big team, 
was given a wide edge in the con
test, but Kazoo held leads of 41-37, 
4 7-45, and 5 1-49 before tiring in 
the third period and dropping a 
7 8-72 decision. 

The two most recent victories, 
those in which Assumption and 
Adrian fell victims to the Kazoo 
onslaught, raised the Hornets team 
scoring average to an amazing 70.4 
points per contest. 

BULLETIN 
The Hornets ran their season 

record to seven wins as against 

three losses and at the same time 
went into a first place MIAA 
tie with Hope on Jan. 15, when 
they thumped the Dutchmen 91-
78 before packed stands at Tred-
way Gym. 

Manny Glasser and John Stam
men paced the Kazoo scoring 
attack with 26 and 25 points re
spectively. Coach (Doh) Grow's 
cagers have now averaged 9() 
points per contest in their last 
three starts and 84 points per 
game in the last five. 

Against Assumption, the Orange 
and Black tied the old school scor
ing record in trouncing the Purple 
Raiders 87-48 as John Stammen 
poured in 30 points, the highest in
dividual point total of the season. 

Two days later the old point to
tal was smashed as K-College ran 
over Adrian 92-34 on the strength 
of a 33 point first quarter. In both 
games, the entire 15 man Kalama
zoo squad saw action. One thing 
which has kept the Hornets up in 
the victory column thus far is the 
balanced scoring effort which sees 
four starters averaging over 11 
points per game. Sophomore Manny 
Glasser's 14 point average is tops. 

ALUMNARIES 

GLENN S. ALLEN, JR. 

Glenn S. Allen, ] r., '36, after having 
twice served Kalamazoo as vice-may
or, was elected mayor in the fa ll elec · 
tions. He has been extremely active 
in civic affa irs for many years and is 
an unfailing source of support of col
lege activities . 

A graduate of Columbia University 
Law School in 1939, he was legal re·· 
search assistant to ] ustice William W. 
Potter and Justice Emerson R. Boyles 
of the Michigan Supreme Court. He 
now is a member of the law firm of 
Crum, Allen, and Mullen, Kalamazoo. 

He resigned his membership on the 
city commission of Kalamazoo in 1941 
to enter the army where he was at
tached to the judge advocate's de
partment. In 1945 he was elected vice· 
mayor of Kalamazoo, and he was re
elected in 1947. 

Kalamazoo, with a population of 
60,000, is widely known as the "debt
free" city. It has long been recog
nized as one of the best cities in the 
United States in which to live. . 

Mrs. Allen is the former Virginia 
Verdier. The A II ens have two 
daughters, Holly Ann, five years old: 
and Susan Carpenter, three years old. 

Dr. Everton Named 
on National Commission 

Dr. John Scott Everton, president 
of Kalamazoo College, has been 
elected a member of the national 
Commission on Tenure and Aca
demic Freedom of the American As
sociation of Colleges for a three 
year term. 
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ALUMNARIES 

DR. MAYNARD OWEN WILLIAMS 

Dr. Maynard Owen Williams '10 
"gets around" probably as much or 
more than any other K College alum
nus. As founder and chief of the 
foreign editorial staff of th e National 
Geographic Society, Dr. Williams has 
visited all those remote parts of the 
earth that we read about in the Na
tional Geographic Magazine. 

He has averaged more than 25,000 
miles a year for more than a quarter 
of a century. Tames of fa r-away 
places which cause us difficulty when 
we try to pronounce them are to him 
familiar, and they recall to him many 
memories and impressions. He has 
combined business with pleasure, and 
his self-illustrated reports of his tra
vels have provided 2,500 pages to the 
notable journal with which he has 
been connected for over 30 years. 

Dr. Williams is a member of the 
Board of Trustees of Kalamazoo Col
lege, and is the head of a disti nguished 
family of K College graduates. 

NEWS NOTES 
(Continued /rom page 5) 

paper on "Convex Bodies Associated with a 
Convex Body," printed in the October, 1951 
issue of the Proceedings of the American 
Mathematical Society. 

He presented three papers at the Christ· 
mas meeting of the American Mathematical 
Society at Brown University. 

Harold B. Simpson '37 is Education and 
Training Specialist at Naval Ordnance Lab
oratory, White Oak, Maryland. He is the 
coordinator of the Graduate Training Pro
gram. 

Frank Southon '40 has been appointeJ 
manager of industrial re lations for the Kal
amazoo Vegetable Parchment Company. 

June Alyce Wilmsen '45 well-known as a 
literary interpreter in the Chicago area, 
dramatized the recent Broadway success, 
"The Lady's Not for Burning," for the 
South Suburban branch of the A.A.U.W. 
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Economist 
Our Free 

Takes Stock on 
Enterprise System 

An Address by Eu~ene R. Beem 
Chairman of the Department of Economics 

Given at the Southwest Detroit Industrial Management Club 

A business acquaintance of mine remarked sadly the other day that our 
free enterprise economy has one foot in the grave and the other on a banana 
peel. While this view, in my judgment, is overly pessimistic, there is no 
mistaking the long run trend in the United States as well as the rest of the 
world toward collectivism of some type. Inasmuch as free enterprise, in a 
sense, is on trial, it is appropriate for us to take stock on this type of 
economic system as it has been operating in the United States. For refresher 
purposes, we shall look .first at how a basically free enterprise economy 
operates. Then, I shall discuss what in my opinion is the most serious threat 
of our free enterprise system, and to our free political institutions as well. 

The starting point for understanding every type of economic system 
is the same. In all economies there are a multitude of consumer wants rang
ing from food, clothing and shelter to the want found in commercially ad
v.anced nations for such things as television sets, air conditioning, and maid 
service. At the same time, there are resistances to the satisfaction of these 
wants because of the limited quantities and qualities of available productive 
resources. 

in the council room of the Homewood vil
lage hall, Dec. 6. 

Russell C. Worden 
'34 has been ::tppoint
e d B ran c h Sales 
Manager for t h e 
Green Bay, Wiscon
sin territory of the 
American 11 u t u a I 
Liability Insurance 
Co. 

After receiving his 
B.A. degree magna 
cum laude from K 
College, Worden at· 
tended the school of 

business administration at New York Uni
versity. He joined the Bankers Trust Com
pany in N. Y., and later was with the H. 
J. Heinz Co. His wife and four childreu 
are moving to Green Bay with him from 
their former home in Dearborn, Michigan. 

George H. Hopkins '48 has been admitted 
to the practice of law. He has accepted ap· 
pointment as patent attorney with the 
Dorr Company, Stamford, Connecticut. 

Olive Austin '48 underwent major sur
gery at Borgess I-Iospital in Kalamazoo on 
November 21. She has had a good recovery 
and is back at work now. She is the As
sistant Bacteriologist in the Kalamazoo 
City-County Public Health Laboratory. 

Jackie Buck '48 spent the Christmas holi· 
days in F lorida. She is a t eacher and 
Counselor in the Farmington school sys
tem. She also has been doing special work 
on research problems in guidance. 

Wendell Discher '49 is assigned to Fort 
Knox, Kentucky, for work on rangefinders, 
sights, telescopes, and periscopes on tanks 
and heavy artillery. Mrs. Discher, the 
former Mary Joslin 'SO, is teaching in kin
dergarten and nursery schools on the post. 

Everett S. Bierma '51 was inducted into 
t he service and has recently arrived at the 
Fifth Infantry Division training center at 
Indiantown Gap, Pa. 

This conflict between wants and 
resources necessitates four types of 
fundamental decisions. First, which 
of the many wants will be satisfied, 
and which will go uns.atj,sfied? 
Closely related is the second decis
ion, whose wants will be satisfied
yours, John Doakes' or mine? Third, 
who will produce the want-satisfying 
goods and services? And finally, 
how will the productive resources 
be harnessed to accomplish this pro
duction? 

The complexity of a modern 
economy is almost beyond compre
hension. Literally billions of decis
ions must be coordinated continu
ously regarding production in the 
varying stages of a countless num
ber of goods. A smoothly function-• 
ing economic system is the solution 
to a stupendous and dynamic jig
saw puzzle. Ideally, the millions of 
interlocking parts fit together so 
that at any given time the right 
amount .and quality of each type of 
productive resource is at the point 
where it is needed in the production 
process. The typical automobile, for 
example, has about ten thousand 
parts which are brought together 
along an assembly line. With per
fect coordination the correct quanti
ties of tires, glass, ignition parts, 
headlight bulbs, radios, horns, and 



other parts flow in at the necessary 
speed; the right quantity and qual
ity of labor are on hand where need
ed. The manufacturers of parts and 
the growers and extractors of raw 
materials perform similar problems 
of coordinating manpower and ma
terial flow, and the coordinating 
process continues as the completed 
goods move through the marketing 
channels to the final consumer. 

Free Enterprise vs. Collectivism 

The fundamental difference be
tween free enterprise and collectiv
IStlc economies is in the approach 
to solving this jig-saw puzzle. To 
the man from Mars, perhaps only 
one possible solution would occur 
-there must be a central planning 
agency in the federal government 
to fit the pieces together-to coord
inate the basic decisions referred to 
above. Central planning is the es
sence of collectivism. A planning 
board, such as the Gosplan in the 
U.S.S.R. makes the fundamental 
decisions governing the operation of 
the economy. Once this blueprint 
has been formulated there must be 
coercion of some type- direct or 
indirect - to force consumers and 
producers of all types into conform
ity with the pre-determined plan. 

In a free enterprise economy 
these fundamental decisions regard
ing what goods to produce, who will 
get them, who will produce them, 
and how to produce them are made 
with limited government interven
tion. The nature of the institutions 
is relied upon, for the most part, to 
coordinate economic decisions as the 
spontaneous result of economic lib
erty itself. The pieces of the jig-saw 
puzzle are expected to fall into 
place of their own accord without 
central over-all guidance as the re
sult of the totality of individual and 
private group decisions. 

The principal institutions of a 
free enterprise system are private 
property, freedom of enterprise, 
competition, freedom of consumers' 
choice, and the profit motive. 

Let us look briefly at these institu
tions. Private property means the free
dom to own, use, and dispose of con
sumer goods or producer goods rather 
much as one wishes, subject, of course, 
to certain restraints imposed for the 
protection of others. Freedom of en-

terprise signifies an open door for 
workers into any occupation they 
choose and are qualified to enter, so 
long as it is lawful, and a similar open 
door for private business firms into 
any lawful field which they choose. 
Competition means that consumers 
find genuine alternatives when they set 
out to buy. Sometimes this competi
tion among producers is in price. Fre
quently it is in quality, or in such fac
tors concerned with the conditions of 
sale as service. The fourth institution, 
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freedom of consumers' choice, means, 
in a superficial way, that consumer; 
are free to choose from what is avail
able in the stores, but it means also 
something much deeper than this. It 
means that consumer choices in the 
market are the guiding influence over 
production. Consumer choices exercise 
their guiding influence through the 
profit motive, the institution which is 
the heart of capitalism. Consumer~ 

will pay the most for, and buy the most 
of those goods and services which, at 
a given time, they find most appealing. 
Profits result, and expansion by old 
firms or the entrance of new firms is 
stimulated. Refusal to buy means 
losses and contraction. Expansion and 
contraction are continuously and si
multaneously taking place throughout 
the varying sectors of our economy 
under the profit stimulus. This profit 
motive is the principal motivating and 
coordinating mechanism in the econ
omy. It is the carrot which guides the 
donkey where the consumers want 
him to go. 

Let us look once again at the broad 
picture of how a free enterprise econ-

omy operates, focusing this time on 
each of the fundamental decisions, and 
how they are made through the free 
enterprise institutions just discussed. 
What wants to satisfy? This depends 
upon demand pressures registered by 
the dollar votes of more than fifty 
million households in our economy, and 
recorded in the profit and loss columns 
of our four million business enterprises 
and our six million farming units. 
Whose wants to satisfy? This depends 
upon which consumers have the dol
lars. On the whole, this is determined 
by the dollar value attached to the pro
ductivity of individuals as producers. 
Who will produce the goods? Who
ever is qualified, whoever is willing to 
take the risks involved, whoever has 
the necessary capital investment. How 
will resources be combined in produc

tion? Such decisions are made by the 
individual firms under the stimulu s of 
competition. 

Competition is a steady pressure in 
most industries toward better quality 
and reduced costs. The typical indus
try has several dozen to a couple of 
hundred enterprises. Frequently it is 
in competition with industries produc
ing substitute goods. Steel, for ex
ample, competes with lumber, concrete, 
and such lighter materials as alumi
num. Paper competes with plastics, 
glass, and sometimes textiles. Firms 
are thus under steady pressure to in
novate, as the economist puts it, which 
means to produce better products, to 
find more efficient production methods, 
to copy efficient methods uncovered by 
others. The penalty for inability to 
adapt to competition is failure. Three 
of every ten new firms fail during 
their first year of operation. Another 
three go to the wall by the end of the 
third year, and only one firm in six 
manages to stay in business for five 
years or more. 

The intensity of the competitive for
ces propeb private business tow&l!"d 
ever increasing productive accompl!sh

ments. 

Accomplishments of Free Enterprise 

What are the fruits of this system 
of free enterprise which harnesses hu
man initiative so effectively in our 
economy? The $2,000 which would buy 
a horseless carriage a generation ago 
will buy a vastly superior car today, 
and leave enough left over for a first 
class television set- even in depreci
ated dollars. In the television field 
$200 will buy a far better set than $500 
could command a short three years 
ago. The miracle drug, penicillin, cost 
$20 to produce 100,000 units eight years 
ago. With the patent on this medicine 
thrown open to all drug firms, costs 
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have been reduced under the pressure 
of competition to less than five cents 
for the same 100,000 units. 

Frequently the material gains are 
less striking on a year to year basis, 
but since they are cumulative, they 
add up like compound interest over a 
period of time. For example, the effect 
of competitive pressure in cigar manu
facture led Phillies two years ago to 
introduce its triple seal wrap, insuring 
that cigars would have their factory 
freshness when finally unwrapped for 
consumption. In the last year or so 
some of the cracker companies have 
produced an innovation especially ap
pealing for my small family, which 
heretofore had never managed to con
sume a whole box of saltines before 
they became stale. Now the boxes are 
divided into four sections, each wrap
ped in wax paper, each retaining its 
original freshness while the other 
crackers are being consumed. 

Many recent innovations have oc
curred in the service field. The post
war period has seen the establishment 
of laundromats for busy housewives 
who can't afford their own automatic 
washer, and can't afford professional 
laundry service. The same self-service 
plan is coming into popularity in sew
ing machine centers. In some com
munities in the East, traveling merry -
go-rounds make their way from com
munity to community bringing the joys 
of the carnival to the small fry. 
While many parents would raise ser

ious doubts as to whether this latter 
innovation represents progress- I say 
this with feeling- we must all agree 
on the general conclusion: There is, 
literally, no end to the spectacular par
ade of material gains which our society 
has enjoyed in its free enterprise en 
vironment. 

As a result, in large part of the pow
erful motivating forces of free enter
prise, the consumption level of the 
typical consumer has tripled since 1850, 
while hours worked per week have 
dropped from seventy to forty. Our 
consumption levels, on the average, 
are about five times higher than the 
average level of the people in the rest 
of the world, taken together. In ad
dition, these high consumption levels 
are quite widely diffused. A newspap
er clipping reported recently that in a 
low income housing project in E liza
beth, N. ]., it had been necessary to 
raise rents to compensate for the con
sumption of electric power which was 
much higher than anticipated. The rea
son? More than one-half of the ten
ants had television sets. 

With about 7% of the world's pop
ulation, and 6% of the world's resour-
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ces, we turn out between one-third 
and one-half of the industrial output 
of the world. We have over 50% of 
the world's steel capacity; we drive 
80% of the world's automobiles; we 
have SO% of the world's radios, and we 
have 60% of all the telephones. 

Today, the common man in the 
United States lives better than kings 
in ages past. Why, then, is the very 
future of our type of free enterprise 
system in doubt? 

Threats to Freedoms 

If we were to ask the man on the 
street, "What is the most serious 
threat to our cherished freedoms?" 
many would say, "the Russians." Some 
would list "creeping socialism." Others 
might say "business cycles," which 
have, in truth, been the undoing of 
free enterprise in some nations abroad. 
While there is possibly truth in some 
of these answers, the fundamental 
threat lies deeper. It lies, in fact, in 
people like you and me, and in groups 
of people like ourselves who exercise 
irresponsibly the very freedoms which 
we cherish so highly. 

I had a very glib fraternity brother 
in my college clays. He came in one 
night announcing happily that he had 
found a way to convince his girl that 
she loved him. The proof went like 
this : "I love you; therefore I am a 
lover. A ll the world loves a lover, 
therefore a ll the world loves me. 
But you are all the world to me; there
fore, you love me." Many of us are 
g uilty of this same type of fuzzy think
ing in our attitude toward a free socie
ty. We assume, and rightly, that in a 
free society we should enjoy freedoms. 
But too often our concept of a free 
society stops there- with the sole em
phasis on rights. Businessmen talk 
a bouts the rights of free enterprise; 
about the prerogatives of management. 
Labor stands on its absolute right to 
strike; on its rights in behalf of the 
common man to see others make the 
first sacrifices in the defense effort. 
Farm people insist upon their right to 
parity prices obtained through govern
ment interference with the free mar
ket. Veterans and old age groups, 
among others, insist upon their right 
to hand-outs from Uncle Santa Claus. 

Perspective Needed 

I fear that many of us have lost our 
perspective as to what a free society 
necessitates. We are like the Scotch
man who bought only one spur for 
his horse, figuring that if one-half the 
horse would go, the other half would 
go too. The horse may go with one 
spur, but it takes two spurs to make a 

free society work. One is freedom, 
and the other is responsibility. 

In an interdependent society free
dom is intolerable unless accompanied 
by responsibility. This is true at every 
level of society- the family, the eco
nomic order, the political order. When 
freedom is exercised irresponsibly it 
must be taken away by force. In a 
free society a man should be able to 
swing his fist through the air- but, 
as one distinguished jurist put it, "the 
right of a man to swing his fist stops 
where the other fellow's nose begins." 
The small child lives in a totalitarian 
environment. He is forbidden to touch 
the hot stove, to draw pictures on the 
wall paper. He is forced to pick up 
his toys, and to go to bed at a certain 
"unreasonable" hour. His freedom 
must be restricted for his own good, 
to say nothing of father's and mother's. 
As automobile drivers we are allowed 
freedom so long as we are responsible. 
But, if we drive recklessly, or while 
intoxicated, our license is taken force
fully from us. 

In the economic arena, irresponsibil 
ity by business led to the imposition of 
numerous restraints - legislation to 
guard against monopoly abuses, laws 
to force the railroads to operate in the 
public interest, controls to police foods 
and drugs, advertising, banking, and 
security sales. In the 1930's the Wag
ner Act was passed to protect workers 
against exploitation by employers. 
Then a few years ago, the pendulum 
had swung the other way, and the 
Taft Hartley bill was enacted to pro
tect the public and management against 
exploitation by labor. All these re
straints followed the irresponsible use 
of freedoms. 

Danger of Inflation 
Let us look at a few areas of our 

society in which the irresponsible ex
ercise of freedom is currently a ser
ious threat to our political or economic 
freedoms. Our economy, at present, 
faces the grave threat of renewed pri~ 
inflation. Inflation may be explained 
by an analogy. Suppose you are 
walking along on a slippery pavement. 
So long as your feet and body go ahead 
on the ice together, you are in equi
librium. But, if your feet should sud
denly shoot out ahead of your body, 
you sit down on the ice- you are in 
disequilibrium. So long as production 
flow and spending flow move ahead 
together the economy is in equilib
rium. But if spending shoots out a
head of production flow, prices jump 
up- instability results. 

Prices of items in the typical family 
budget have gone up about lOo/o since 
the outbreak of the Korean War. 



Since the spring of 1951, the upward 
movement has been fairly well checked 
by a fortuitous combination of happen
ings. The most important single fac
tor is the change in the behavior of 
consumers. Apparently having over
bought in the months immediately fol
lowing the start of the Korean War, 
consumers have been saving in recent 
months a percentage of their incomes 
after taxes twice as large as the aver· 
age of the postwar years. In my judg
ment the relatively weak price controls 
which were imposed early in 1951, and 
weakened during the summer months 
have not been a major factor in this 
leveling off of prices. And, as they 
currently stand, these controls cannot 
be effective if demand pressures begin 
to outstrip production flow. 

Spending for defense will nearly 
double during the 1952 calendar year 
as compared with the level of mid-
1951. Every effort must be made to fi
nance this spending without resort to 
inflationary government borrowing. 
Congressmen must conscientiously trim 
the nonessential government expendi
tures. All of us must conscientiously 
tolerate a considerably higher level of 
taxation, without imlisting that the 
burden rest primarily upon the other 
fe llow. The problem of inflation can 
be met only if the powerful groups in 
our economy recognize not only their 
rights, but their mutual obligations. 

The immediate picture is not en
couraging. I am reminded of the In
dian village troubled with a tiger 
sneaking into the community at night 
and stealing the village food supply. 
Finally, the men of the village organ
ized a band and went out to kill the 
tiger. They came back in a few hours, 
jubilant. The women asked them if 
they had killed the tiger, and they re
sponded, ":1\o, but we drove him into 
the next vi llage." The powerful farm, 
labor, and business groups are current
ly seeking to drive the burden of the 
defense effort onto the other fellow in 
the next village. The failure of these 
groups to assume the social responsibil
ity demanded is likely to call forth a 
multiplication of controls and police 
powers limiting severely our economic 
freedoms. Sti ll , it is doubtful whether 
even such drastic measures could fu lly 
arrest an inflationary crisis in the ab
sence of responsibile conduct. 

Irresponsible Pressure Groups 

One of the grave•t types of irre
sponsibility threatening our freedoms 

is the conduct of selfish pressure 
groups at work in the nation's capitol, 

and in our state and local governments. 

To a great extent, public poli cies are 

determined by the pull (or should I 
say push) of organized pressure 
groups. A veteran political analyst re
cently advised, "Take your troubles to 
the lord in prayer, but when you are 
through praying, get up off your knees 
and write a letter to your congress
man." Senator Harley Ki lgore main
tains that there are twenty "swarming 
lobbyists" for every member of the 
United States Congress. 

Among the most powerful lobbies in 
\ Vashington is the farm lobby. The 
power of this group is reflected in 
legislation to support farm prices and 
in comes, which has been a feature of 
our economy for about fifteen years. 
Both major parties have been captur
ed by the farm lobby. Before the gov
ernment program of buying up farm 
crops to support farm prices and in
comes was partially bai led out by the 
Korean crisis, the governemnt had on 
hand in warehouses throughout the 
country enough eggs to have a twenty
foot highway fnn Phildelphia to At
lanta- most of them in powdered 
form in a Kansas cave; enough wheat 
to pave a four- lane highway with 
loaves of bread extending by land and 
sea from New York to Singapore; a 
pyramid of butter so vast as to give 
every family in Philadelphia one pound 
a week for the next twenty years; 
enough tobacco to g ive every male 
resident of the United States two 
three-ounce tins dai ly for a lmost six 
months. All told, the government 
held close to a four billion dollar in
Yentory of surplu s goods. and this, of 
course, did not count the tons of po
tatoes wh ich had been destroyed in 
th e post-war years to keep up their 
market price. 

There is nothing wrong with lobby

ing, per se, but when the powerful 

lobby groups push for selfish legisla
tive programs irrespective of the pub

lic interest, they threaten mightily the 
future of representative government 

and the future of our free economy. 

Political Indifference 

Still another threat to our freedoms 
lies in the poli tica l indifference of 
many of us. How many of us fo llow 
conscientious ly the record of our elec
ted representatives in City Hall, Lans
ing, or \Vashington? How many of 
us keep reasonably well informed on 
questions of public policy? A recent 
opinion poll showed that one-third of 
the voters of the country had no idea 
who Dean Acheson is. Only 5% of 
the people had any idea what the 
Point Four program is. On matters of 
domestic and world affairs, in general, 
on ly 25% of the people are reasonably 

well informed. Seldom do more than 
SO% of us bother to vote. A study in 
one large city in the \Vest showed 
that businessmen in that city, taken as 
a whole, were considerably below this 
national average on exe rcising their 
voting responsibilities. Is this typical 
of businessmen in the nation as a 
whole? I do not know, but I suspect 
that it is. 

A free society, like a chain, is no 
stronger than its weakest links.. One 
of our weakest links is made up 
of those of us who fail to keep in
formed on major issues of public pol
icy, those of us who fail to vote, and, 
perhaps even worse, those of us who 
vote without a careful study of com
peting candidates and issues. There is 
a great deal of mediocrity in Washing
ton, and in many local and state gov
ernments, but we have no one to 
blame but ourselves fo r our failure to 
accept our responsibilities as citizens 
in a democracy. You may recall ]. 
Edgar Hoower's recent statement that 
the gambling problem of this nation has 
its roots in the indifference of local 
communities, and his claim that if the 
people would wake up to their respon
sibilities as citizens, the gambling pro
blem could be solved in forty-eight 
hours. 

There was once a southern hillbilly 
who had never in his life seen a mir
ror. One day he found one on the 
road, picked it up, and gazed in won
derment. Finally he muttered, "If it 
ain't me old pappy." He took the 
mirror home, and carefully laid it away 
in the attic. Some days later his wife 
came across the mirror as she was 
rummaging around. The blood rose to 
her face, and she indignantly exclaim
ed, "So that's the old bag he's been 
chasing around with!" This hillbilly 
couple found their own imperfections 
when they looked into the mirror. In 
a similar manner we find our own im-
perfections mirrored in the problem 
we face of preserving a free socie•ty. 

The material accomplishments of 

our free society are astounding but 
one of the most serious threats to 

this freedom is in the very persons 
who cherish it most highly, through 

their failure to accept the responsibil

ities a free society necessitates. One 
writer in describing the attitude of the 
American people toward freedom, put 
it this way: "The U.S. loves its liber
ty like a crazy, delightful blond; some .. 
thing to have fun with; spend a lot 
of money enjoying; and never worry 
about it." It's time for us in America 
to grow up! In the words of Prof. 
]. M. Clark, "the price of our freedom 
is its responsible exercise." 
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ANNOUNCING 

A 

CONVOCATION 
CONDUCTED BY 

KALAMAZOO COLLEGE 

e In CoOaboration with the 

Teachers in the Public Schools of 

Kalamazoo County and City 

on 

((The Substance of Education in a Democracy'' 
In Seven Public Addresses 

February 6, 7, and 8, 1952 

Purpose: 
Through the presentation of inspiring and provocative 
addresses to bring fresh attention to the question of 
WHAT SHOULD BE TAUGHT; and, through the use 
of teacher discussion groups, to deal with the related 
question of HOW TO TEACH IT. 


