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" •.. My years as a member of the Biology family will always 

be among my fondest and most significant memories. You showed 

us that life was and could be fun. I'll certainly never forget 

the pranks we played, and then the reciprocal pranks of yours 

(the Valentine heart, Christmas decorations, Senior Project 

Dinners, etc., etc., etc.). 

" ... For me however, the intangible scholarly qualities you 

stressed were the most meaningful: the love of knowledge for its 

sake alone; the fascination and profound respect for all of 

nature; the social responsibilities that must accompany all 

scientific accomplishment; and of course, a deep respect for the 
not 

past. I must confess, that it was/until looking in retrospect 

that these intangibles became significantly apparant, but that 

after all is the real goal of education." 

Michael Fischbach '66 

" ... I doubt that anyone will ever run the Biology Seminar 

with such wit and elegance---from scholarly beginning to gourmet 

end. 

"What impressed me the most, in the classroom and at the 

seminar table, was your ability to look beyond the cell membrane, 

the choroid(?), the neurolemma, etc., and see Man, the entire 
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human being, whose whole is greater than the sum of his parts; 

Man, of mind and spirit, as well as of tissues and organs; Man, 

not only of the mement, but with a magnificent history and a 

majestic potential •... " 
Gail Wruble Berry, '60 

" ... You unfolded the wonder and delight of the living world, 

you taught well and stimulated learning, and you displayed a 

genuine interest in the student as an individual •••• 

"When I visited with you the last time I was on the campus, 

about three years ago, it was like erasing thirty years of time. 

You were the same as when I was a student the same ageless, 

interested, enthusiastic teacher .•• " 
Leonard H. Elwell, Ph.D. 
Chairman 
Dept. of Physiology 
Univ. of Oregon Dental School 

" ••• It was fascinating to hear you lecture. It was great 

fun to be in your seminars .••. " 
Pat Dunbar Gregg, '49 

" •.. As you know, I have been involved for the last several 

years in the problems of teaching science to shildren. Whatever 

I may have contributed to youngsters over the years is, in very 

large measure, a direct of the many things - academic and 

personal that you contributed to me •.•. " 
Jacqueline Buck Mallinson, '48 
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" •.• The approach to Biology that you took, the vivid glimpses 

of philosophical insights you gave us, and the individualistic 

view of life prepared us for much more than the mere mechanics of 

subject matter and routine in a laboratory •••• " 

Jean Folz Riser, '41 

" •.. To enumerate some of those characteristics I find so 

unforgettable, vital and worthy of emulation: a lively, warm 

sense of humor; a strictly disciplined approach to the field of 

biology; a stimulating curiosity about life in general, biology 

in particular; a real interest in and friendship for your 

students; a dogged attention to accuracy and perception of 

reality; conscientious 'keeping up to date• in a field which has 

experienced a revolution within your teaching career. These are 

the big, important things. 

"There are other impressions of you, less idealistic, but 

unforgettable just the same: the inevitable white lab coat, the 

literature-heaped hole-in-the-wall office in Bowen, the occasional 

~fter a better than usual anatomy drawing, the total lack of 

time for the superfluous, the un-prefixed last name, the unbelievable 

penmanship ...•. II 

Goodsell - '47 
{Mrs. John R. Clark) 
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" ••• Dieb, to me and hundreds of others like me, you represent 

a person who was dedicated to her discipline and to her profession, 

but most of all dedicated to people- your students •••• " 

David Stienecker 

" ••• Finally, take a whiff of the paper! This ink smells 

better doesn•t it? I haven•t used ball-point since you gave me 

such a time about my foul smelling ink. II 

Theodore Alan Linx (?) 

" ••. Because of you, Miss Diebold, one fact has not changed, 

the pain and discipline of learning can be stimulating, pleasurable, 

and satisfying. • •• n 

Louise Barrows Northam, 1 36 

" ••• Likewise, I always admired your easy relationships with 

students that permitted unrestrained intercommunication without 

loss of the student's respect .••• " 
Burton L. Baker 
Professor of Anatomy 
U-M Medical School 

" ••• Who else takes such personal interest in the needs, 

apprehensions, and aspirations of those going on to major? Who else 

can run such interesting seminars and still get two pots of tea 

from one tea-bag? Who else permits a pre-med student to follow 
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his special interest in the human skeleton for a one-hour special 

course, or a special course investigating brain localization with 

electrical stimulation of a frog's brain? II 

Melvin L. Reed, M.D. '51 

" ••. One of the endearments which many of us remember was 

your wristwatch which was always set a half-hour ahead, constantly 

fooling yourself so that you might be on time. Now we hope that 

you will finally have time enough so that you are no longer pushed 

into getting 24~ hours out of each day, -- and you can turn back 

to the correct time, knowing that the hurry is no longer necessary, 

the time is now, --and that you have a new enjoyable leisure •••. " 

Roy and Betty Klepser 
{Roy G. Klepser, M.D.) 

" ... I was particularly impressed with your ability to convey 

the excitement inherent in scientific discovery and to impress upon 

your students, throughyour own actions, the desire to achieve 

excellence in one' endeavors rather than being content with just 

getting by. 

"Your council and advice was never given out of a mere sense 

of duty, but always showed a personal interest in the student •••. " 

Robert L. Koerker, '65 
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" ..• I would like to remind you at this time of the water gun 

fight we had in class with you in 1948. It was the one time, 

after the fight, that we could honestly say, Dieb was all wet. 

Your sense of honesty and fair play have been traits that we have 

tried to emulate in our teaching. If we have had any success in 

teaching science over the last 17 years a great deal of the 

credit goes to our association with you in our stay at Kalamazoo 

College. • .• " 
Evelyn Utz Wright '49 
Charles Wright '50 

" ••• Perhaps I remember the refreshments more than the content 

of the seminars - the baked snails, and other exotic delicacies -

and the fact that you always put ice cream in your coffee 

instead of cream or milk. Another thing that you did which I'll 

always remember happened in your anatomy course after I had missed 

classes for several days (one of which was my birthday) due to 

illness. When I returned to class you passed a box of chocolates 

back to me (I sat in the back of the room), because I had been 

sick on my birthday. Thank you for all those fond memories I have, 

and thank you, too, for all you have done for your students, for 

'K', and for all those whose lives you've touched. II 

Marylou Howell Crooks, '56 
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