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Bernard Johnson 
Dies In West 
SERVED WITH MAGAZINE 
FOR FORTY YEARS 

Bernard l. Johnson '06 died in 
Seattle, Washington, December 22, 
1947. 

Johnson went from Kalamazoo 
C o 11 e g e to Hammond, Indiana, 
where he stayed for two years as an 
assistant mechanical engineer in a 
locomotive and car works. In 1908 
he entered what was to be his life 
work as he began working with the 
old American Builder, now the 
American Builder and Building Age. 

Not being content with this job 
he also edited Farm Mechanics from 
1919 to 1928, and Bztilding Devel
oper from 1926-1929. 

For 35 years he maintained the 
pos :tion of editor, living in Chicago. 

Finally in 1943 he left this active 
post and moved to Seattle where he 
became the Pacific Coast representa
tive, a position that permitted him to 
slow down his very active pace a bit. 

In between and with such activi
ties he found time to edit or author 
some 12 books on building, or allied 
fields of interest. For his work he 
was rewarded in 1931 with the 
A.B.P. prize for the best business 
pubication editorial. The following 
year he served as president of the 
Chicago association of buisness pa
per editors, and also in 1931 served 
as a member of the President's con-

(Tum to pag~ 11) 

Alumnus Editor 
Resigns Post 

Russell A. Strong '48, associate 
editor of the Kalamazoo College 
Alumnus since November, 1945, 
leaves the staff of the Alumnus, 
effective with the publication of this 
ISSUe. 

In addition Strong has also served 
in the public relations office cover
ing both general and sports publicity 
for Kalamazoo College. 

He will finish school in June and, 
with an eye to the future, has accept
ed a position with the Kalamazoo 
Gazette to work in the state news 
department. 
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A New Plan Is Devised For 
Your Final Approval 

K Students Place 
High in Contest 

In the Intercollegiate State Peace· 
Oratorical and Extempore contest 
held at Kalamazoo College in De
cember, two members of the student 
body emerged with first place ViC

tories. 

ALUMNI DUES WOULD BE 
ABOLISHED AS SUCH 

Your alumni executive council, 
meeting at the College on January 
19, has consummated a new plan for 
alumni giving. For some time there 
has been a feeling that alumni 
should be approached once each 
year for K College. We realize 
the importance of funds for the Col
lege and mean to be most helpful in 
promoting and securing of adequate 
funds. And our feeling is that in this 
plan we have hit upon is the most 
practical answer. 

A study of our alumni funds re
veals that for the year 1947 the total 
cost, (exclusive of executive salary) 
was $5 ,766.44. Actually, during 
during that same period some 703 
gave $1689.00 to the purpose of the 
Alumni Fund (i.e.,-Alumnus, mail
ings, meetings, Homecoming, Com
mencement, etc.) . At the same time 
some 350 alumni gave $14,500.00 
to the 1947 Improvement Fund. 

Now, we propose that we, as 
alumni, give-1 00 7o -a gift every 
year to the Improvement Fund, de
signating some part of it for the 
Alumni Fund, with a special desig
nation to the Alumnus subscription 

(postal regulations) m some such 
manner as follows: 
Gift $25.00; Designations-$20.00 

to Improvement Fund; $4.00 
to Alumni Fund; $1.00 Sub
scription to Alumnus. 

This would insure not only a grat
ifying return for all funds involved 
but simplifies the matter of "Alum
ni" giVmg. 

Do not jump to the conclusion 
that we are soliciting $25.00 as your 
gift-no sir-that may be too low 
(or too high)! What we are sug
gesting is that every one of our 
alumni respond to the appeal this 
year with a substantial gift and be
come a factor in the improvement of 
Kalamazoo College-not less-Not 
Only-BUT BETTER. 

John Lundblad, junior, won first 
place in men's oratory, and Harry 
Travis, sophomore, took top honors 
in the men's extempore. Joan Beard, 
senior, placed third in women's ora
tory. 

Other schools participating in this 
tournament which came under the 
direction of Dr. Ethel Kaump, head 
of the speech department, were 
Alma, Albion, Calvin, Hope, Michi
gan State, Western Michigan, 
Wayne, Michigan Normal, the Uni
versity of Detroit, Adrian, and De
troit Tech. 

KALAMAZOO COLLEGE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
FINANCIAL REPORT 

Balance on hand July I, 194700oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo ...... 000 ooooooooooOOooooOOOOoooo $ 237.18 
Itemization of receipts, July I, 1947 through Dec. 3I, 1947: 

Dues 0000000 .o ... .. OOOOOOOoooooooooooooo0000oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo .. ooo·o·oooooooooooooooooooooo 87.00 
Receipts, plus cash on hand ooooooooooooooo""oooooooooooooooooooooooOO OOO $ 324.18 

Itemization of Expenditures: 
American Alumni Council ooooooooooooooo 0 00 .. 000 0 $ 30.00 
Homecoming ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 0000 000000000 .0000 112.I8 
Repairing Plate for ALUMNUS 1.00 
Bank service charges 00000000000000 o ...... oo .. ooooo.... 2.61 

Balance on hand January I, I948 

145.79 

$ I78.39 
-----------------------------------------------------

An Editorial • • • Russell A. Strong 
Editorials have been noticeably absent from the Kal

amazoo College Alumnus during my tenure of service 
to the magazine, but as a parting shot I am going to 
allow myself to editorialize a bit. 

With your help I think a fair magazine has come 
to you six times each year. For me it has been an edu
cation and a lot of fun to put it out each time. Some
times I have thought the results good, other times bad. 
I think perhaps in the December, 1946, issue there re
sulted the one that I liked best. 

Regardless of likes and dislikes I have tried to push 
the magazine forward. The cover format has been 
changed twice in an attempt to give something more 
modern and up-to-date, and flexible in design. You are 
the judges of its success. 

The headline style has been altered to render some
thing more readable, and from my angle, more write-

able.' A change in body type has been considered but 
not put into use as yet. 

As time has passed the cooperation of you alu!Tlni 
has become more apparent and enthusiastic as you have 
sent in your bits of news. This is of invaluable aid to 
the editor in keeping abreast of the latest happenings. 
Now don't become complacent over this slight praise for 
we can all stand to improve, and I hope that in the fu
ture all of you will be even more considerate, and for
ward to the editor information. 

Important too are the criticisms which you may have 
to offer. Feel free to make them as it is your magazine. 
They help the editor immeasureably in bringing to you 
issue by issue the things which you want to read. 

In closing, it has been pleasant working with you, 
and as alumni let us all work together for a bigger and 
better Alumnus of the future. 
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In Memoriam 

Hermon Harrison Severn 
Hermon Harrison Severn, dean 

emeritus of Kalamazoo College, 
passed away Thursday afternoon, 
January 29, 1948. He was stricken 
with a heart attack on the previous 
Saturday and taken to the Dee Mem
orial Hospital, Ogden, Utah, where 
he spent his last days. 

Funeral services 'were held for 
this friend of Kalamazoo College on 
January 31, 1948. 

Dr. Severn was born February 10, 
1871, in England and was brought 
to this country as an infant. He was 
raised in Ogden and graduated from 
the New West Academy. He then 
matriculated to Denison University 
where he received his B. A. degree 
in 1896. 

His formal education was com
pleted when he received his M.A., 
degree from the University of Chi
cago in 1922. A year later Hills
dale College honored him with a 
doctor of theology degree. 

Dr. Severn first taught at Central 
College, Pella, Iowa, where he ser
ved as professor of Greek from 
1903 to 1905, and then was dean 
of the college from 1906 to 1912. 
The University of Chicago claimed 

Mock Convention 
Returns to Kazoo 
STUDENTS AGAIN PREPARE 
POLITICAL SCENE 

The political convention returns 
to Kalamazoo College! 

Harking back to pre-war days, 
the students of Kalamazoo College 
are preparing to keep pace with na
tional politics by embarking on a 
mock convention scheduled to take 
place April 24. 

In keeping with the times, the 
students are staging a Republican 
meeting so that they may present 
more candidates and promote a great 
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him during 1912-1913 as a fellow, 
and leaving there he made his first 
home in Michigan when he joined 
the staff of Hillsdale College as pro
fessor of Biblical literature, remain
ing until 1916 

He joined the faculty of Kalama
zoo College in the fall of 1916 as 
professor of Biblical literature and 
philosophy. In 1919 he was named 
professor of Greek, Broadus Founda
tion, suceeding the late George Ab
ner Williams. Following the death 
of Clarke Benedict Williams, Dr. 
Severn assumed the post of acting 
dean and was confirmed in the ap
pointment the following year. 

In 1929 he dropped the teaching 
of Biblical literature when Dr. Mar
ion Dunsmore '22 assumed the func
tions of that field, but in 1933 he 
was given Mark Bailey's position of 
teaching Latin on Bailey's retire
ment. 

The end of his tenure of service 
came in 1937 he retired to become 
professor of Greek and Latin, Emeri
tus, and Dean, Emeritus. 

Dr. Severn was an inspiring 
teacher, well-liked by his students, 
and a sympathetic administrator. He, 
at all times, gave himself whole
heartedly to the interests and works 
of Kalamazoo College. 

He was first married in 1893 to 

diversity of opinion among the sev
eral hundred delegates. 

Gordon Kurtz, president of the 
student body, has been named gen
eral chairman of the convention and, 
with his aides, has been hard at work 
on the plans since before Christmas. 
As general chairman he succeeds 
such notable alumni as C h a r I e s 
Johnson '33, Glenn Allen, Jr., '36, 
and Marion Shane '40. 

Assisting Kurtz with the program 
are Charles Gordon, credentials; 
Robert Reed, steering; Robert Rans, 
arrangements; Wayne Stone, fi
nance; Caroline Richardson, secre
tary; Loraine Keifer, corresponding 

the former Miss Ella Goodrich, and 
this union lasted 40 years, ending in 
he death of Mrs. Severn in 1935. He 
ater married for the second time, the 
former Mrs. June Haughton, who 
passed away in 1944. 

In 1931 he and the first Mrs. Se
vern spent some time in Greece 
while he was on leave from the col
lege. And he also attended the in
ternational convention of Rotary 
clubs in Vienna, Austria. During 
this sojurn he took his own car with 
him in order to make the travel more 
leisurely and more enjoyable. 

Makers of the Bible was his 
first book and was published by the 
Judson Press in 1921. At the time 
of his demise he was working on a 
revision for this text. Since retir
ing from Kalamazoo College he had 
worked on a book for beginning 
Greek students, involving a new ap
proach to the language. This work, 
however, had not been published at 
the time of his death. 

Since his retirement Dean Severn 
spent several years in Southern Cal
ifornia, Nevada, and Texas, before 
going to Utah last summer. Here 
he lived with a sister, Mrs. W. N. 
Petterson. He is also survived by 
another sister, Mrs. Arthur Miller, 
Seattle, Washington, and several 
neices and nephews. 

Lillian Porch 
Dies in Indiana 

Lillian Porch '17 died Decem
ber 4, 1947, in Hammond, Indiana. 
Since graduating from Kalamazoo 
College she had taught in various 
public schools in Indiana and was 
the owner of an antique shop in 
Hammond. She had also done grad
uate work at the University of Chi
cago. 

secretary; Charles Starbuck, rules 
and procedures; Ted Troff, platform; 
Nancy Milroy, publicity; and Wal
ter Johnson, campaigns. 



Alumni Election 

1948 Candidates 
Herein are given brief sketches of 

the six candidates who are being pre
sented to you this spring for your 
approval for the positions of presi
dent, vice president, and member of 
the executive committee of the Kal
amazoo College Alumni Association. 
In the front of this magazine are 
listed those officers now holding 
posltlons. Retiring from the execu
tive committee this spring will be 
M. Lee Johnson '29. 
President 
Harry Harvey 

Harry Harvey '16 is a candidate 
for the office of president. 

Harry is a former Sherwood presi
dent, Index business manager, and 
£ember of the debating team. At the 
present time he is assistant secretary 
of the Sutherland Paper Co., Kala
fazoo. Locally he is a member of the 
First Baptist church, the Kiwanis 
club, and American Legion. 

His wife is the former Nellie 
Rank '15, and they have a daughter, 
Mary, who is a student at Kalama
zoo College. 

Charles Venema 
Charles J. Venema '33 is a candi

date for the office of president. 
Charlie is a former footballer who 

has maintained an active interest in 
the sport since that time. He played 
guard, and in 1930 and 1931 was 
named to the all-MIAA team. As 
a senior he failed to make the select 
squad due to injuries. 

He was a member of the Philo 
society, and after completing his 
studies here earned his master of arts 
degree at New York University. He 
is now a salesman for the Keyser In
surance Agency, Kalamazoo. 

Robert W. Bell '32 has assumed 
his duties as rector of the Calvary 
Memorial Church, Saginaw, Michi
gan. He is a graduate of Andover
Newton Seminary and has served 
pastorates in St. Louis, Marine City, 
Howell, and Fenton, all in Michi
gan. 

Vice-President 
H. Colin Hackney 

H. Colin Hackney '30 is a candi
date for the office of vice president. 

He has been actively interested in 
the "K" Club since leaving school 
and held the office of president dur
ing the war years, (there were no 
elections to relieve him of this job.) 

While in school he played both 
football and basketball, and was a 
member of the Century Forum. He 
studied for his M.A., degree at Kal
alamazoo College. Colin is now em
ployed by the Upjohn Company, 
Kalafazoo. 

Kenneth Krum 
Kenneth Krum '45 is a candidate 

for the office of Vice president. 
Besides soprts, he served as presi

lege, earning a letter, and has parti
ally continued his activities as he 
now coaches sports in the School
craft high school, in addition to sell
ing cars for the Krum auto sales 
agency there. 

Be sides sports, he served as presi
dent of the student body, business 
manager of the Index, a member of 
the student senate, and a member of 
the Century Forum. 

James Adams Dies 
In Coast Hospital 
ILLNESS CONTRACTED IN 
SERVICE PROVES FATAL 

James E. Adams ex' 44 died De
cember 13, 1947 in Long Beach, 
California, a victim of Hodgkins di
sease. 

Adams attended Kalamazoo Col
lege two years, but left school to en
ter the Navy Air Corps in 1942. He 
was commissioned a pilot and dur
ing the war served at the Pensacola 
air station as an instructor. He mar
ried the former Billie Brooks of At
lanta, Georgia, July 6, 1946, and in 
November was transferred to Guam 
for duty. 

In March, 1947, he was returned 

Executive Comm. 
Lee-Olio Smith-Gemrich 

Lee-Olia Smith Gemrich ex'30 is 
a candidate for membership on the 
exectuive committee. 

She is a former member of the 
Kappa society and the Drama club 
and she says she didn't have much 
time to engage in many activities as 
she attended school here only a year 
and a half. 

She is the wife of Edwin Gemrich 
'26, a local attorney, and besides her 
family has found time to belong to 
the Aviatrix club, the First Baptist 
church, and be active in the Girl 
Scouts. 

Betty Shaymon-Johnson 

Betty Shayman-Johnson '45 the 
wife of Robert Johnson '47, is a can
didate for membership on the execu
tive committee. 

She was a member of the Euro
delphian Gamma society while in 
school, and was chosen May Queen 
in 1945. While living in Mary 
Trowbridge House she was both 
president and secretary of the group, 
and held like positions in the Euros. 
Since Bob returned from service she 
has worked at the College as the sec
retary of G. Walter Scott, director of 
admissions. 

to the States for immediate hospital
ization. He was first placed in the 
Oakland Naval Hospital and then 
transferred to the Long Beach Na
val Hospital in the summer. By fall 
his condition had improved so that 
he sought entry to U.C.L.A., and at
tended school a short time, only to 
be stricken again and to return to 
the hospital where he died. 

He was a member of the First 
Baptist Church, Royal Oak, Mich
igan, and in his memory the young 
people of the church are organizing 
a library. He is survived by his wife, 
Billie, his parents, Mr. and Mrs. El
mer Adams, and a sister Barbara. 

ALUMNUS Page 5 



A Vet's Wife Looks At 
Her "College" Life 
VIRGINIA BILKERT 
EXPLAINS PROBLEMS 

It is a lot of work and a lot of fun 
keeping house in a hutment and 
holding down a job. All it takes is 
a strong back, a cheerful heart, and 
a cooperative husband. Monty and 
I have lived in our hutment for one 
year. With our respective house
hold duties delegated, we enjoy three 
square meals a day in a pretty tidy 
home. 

Friday evenings, about nine 
o'clock, number 1628 is in its tidiest 
attire, for that night, with all lights 
burning, we spruce 'er up. I am 
"Captain of the Head," stove clean
er, and chief duster, while my mate 
swabs the decks, waxing kitchen and 
bathroom floors. Until Friday comes 
again, cleaning it all. Odd jobs like 
polishing silver, changing shelf 
paper, and straightening closets we 
share and tackle as the need arises. 

If we are different-cleaning al
ways at night-we conform to the 
standard U. S. washday. Every other 
Monday, at three o'clock, Monty es
corts our laundry bags to the near
by laundromat where two automatic 
washing machines swirl the load-
18 pounds of it-for 65c. That 
evening sheets, towels, and unmen
tionables partition our combination 
living room-dining room-and kitch
en. In one corner, where the criss
crossed lines don't reach, I iron, 
pressing my way through the damp
dry duds and gaining my freedom 
the second evening-laundry van
quished for another two weeks. 

Mealtime, however, rolls around 
steadily. Although I live to eat, 
meal planning is often a hobgoblin. 
According to routine, the week's 
menu issues forth each Sunday even
ing. More often, decisions and shop
ping lists originate at lunchtime, six 
hours before the dinner deadline. 
Monty does all the shopping, buying 
staples and other foods as far in ad
vance as possible (if that week's 
menu is compiled) , so he can meet 
classes and study at regular hours. 
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Montieth Bilkert 

Very few snags mar this marketing 
plan, but only the other day, Monty 
claims he visited about eight stores 
in search of cream cheese. This type 
of hitch-rentless devotion and 
quest of each item on the grocery 
list-is almost the only bugaboo 
haunting the masculine shopping ar
rangement. 

When it comes to cooking meals, 
so persistently purchased, we alter
nate breakfast. This way we each 
have a chance for an extra fifteen 
minute snooze several times a week. 
From lunchtime on, though, I am 

Virginia Bilkert 

chef, paring potatoes, cleaning vege
tables, and weeping over onions. 
Since I don't have the time to pre
pare elaborate dishes, meals are sim
ple. Meat is so expensive, we sel
dom have a cut more complicated 
than a tiny roast on Sunday and 
hamburger dunng the week. Cas
seroles steam often on our table, es
pecially that old stand-by macaroni 
-the dish men love before they get 
married. 

This is our scheme for living a 
la student husband and working 

(Tum to page 8) 



Life Wasn't Like This 
In Hoben-Pre-War 
BUD STARBUCK LIKES 
NEW ACCENT ON LIVING 

My home is my castle! The hut
ments provided by the college for 
married students are not castles but 
they are comfortable homes. Yes, 
home is where the heart is, and the 
hutment we have occupied since late 
December of 1947 was our first 
home. 

We have a three-room hutment 
located on what was formerly Col
lege Field. Half of this area contains 
hutments with four rooms which 
are reserved for those couples with 
children. Nearly everyone in this 
little colonv has at least one child or 
a dog-w~ have a dog, a blond 
Cocker named Candy. There are 12 
hutments in this area housing 24 
families. There are another group 
of eight hutments occupied by 16 
families ajoining Angell Field. 

These houses are cozy and com
fortable. One large room is a com
bination kitchen and living room; 
the bathroom has a stall shower and 
the usual "facilities"; there is an 
average size bedroom and closet and 
a small utility room which, in our 
household, houses anything we can't 
keep somewhere else. Each hutment 
is furnishied with a space !heater 
burning fuel oil, an apartment size 
gas stove, and an automatic gas hot
water heater. Certain pieces of fur
niture may be rented from the col
lege. 

Marion Starbuck Candy Charles Starbuck 

My wife, Marian, (Marian Hall 
'45) is really the breadwinner of the 
family. She is doing social work for 
the juvenile court-so topics for our 
table conversation are divided be
tween discussions of my classes and 
her problems with delinquent child
ren. Candy really has the softest life 
of anyone in the family. Since Mar
ian works all day she must do all of 
her routine h~usework at night. 
Somehow she manages to keep the 
house comfortably neat, bake regu
larly, wash and iron and do the daily 

cooking. Confessedly, I'm not much 
help with the housework. I haven't 
made a bed since I left the Marines, 
but I do like to cook once in a while. 
Somehow I fell into the routine of 
wiping the dishes . . . a case of 
applied psychology by Marian, per
haps. I manage to mop the floor 
and Marian does the waxing. 

If worse comes to worse I have to 
wash windows. But the New York 
Central doesn't allow them to stay 
clear for long. Most of the people 
here in the colony do their washing 
at the Laundromat (managed by 
Jack Mitchell '43 and Dale Reynard 
'46, by the way). With all of our re
cent sub-zero weather, filling the oil 
heater is one of my daily chores. 
Candy's baths arn't too frequent, but 
they are a two-man job. 

Our routine is really fitted into 
my studying. That is our purpose 
for being here and is probably our 

dominent co~ern. An occasional 
movie works in fine whenever class 
assignments are light. After the 
evening dishes are done, quiet reigns 
until my studies are finished. On 
certain nights the studies cease while 
we listen to a mystery program on 
the radio -we seldom miss Sam 
Spayde or The Fat Man. Occasion
ally we have a game of bridge with 
The Williams' who live in the other 
half of the hutment. The rest of 
our social life is fairly well integrat
ed with that on campus. 

Our hutment is our home. It is, 
you see, quite different from col
lege life of pre-war years. Thoughts 
of Hoben motivate no nostalgia, the 
fare of Welles starts no hunger 
pangs, but tomorrow's classes de
mand preparation. While Marian 
reads the Gazette and Candy dozes, 
I must brief another case for poli. 
sci. 
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Tractor Added to Maintenance Crew 
Once upon a time eight men took 

eight hours to shovel the snow from 
the K College walks, now one man 
does more than the eight did in 
about an hour and a half. 

Of course, this is not the work of 
a superman, but is merely the result 
of a investment which the College 
saw fit to make last fall. Now add
ed to the maintenance crew is one 
Ford tractor and accessories. The 
opening statement is a bit falacious 
as the tractor has vet to learn to 
sweep the steps, b~t it does clean 
more than three miles of walk after 
each snow fall in a little more than 
an hour. 

The original investment for the 
tractor was about $1300, later this 
sum was about doubled as the var
ious attachments were procured and 
put into use, but Business Manager 
H. T. Smith believes it is one of the 
soundest of recent investments as it 
easily performs a multitude of duties. 

During the winter a large circul
lar broom is kept in use most of the 
time as all the campus walks are 
cleaned, the west side of Carmel 
Street along the tennis stadium is 
swept, and the walk on Old Michi
gan Avenue adjacent to Angell Field 
is cleaned. 

The broom itself is about two feet 
in diameter and when in motion 
throws the snow up and out in front 
of the tractor and to the side of the 
walk. The tractor moves at a steady 
rate of about five miles an hour 

Bilkert 
(Continued from page 4) 

wife, and other hutment couples 
manage in much the same way, with 
only slight variations. (Our neigh
bor washes on Tuesday instead of 
Monday.) Of course, couples with 
children live in true style-shopping, 
doing the laundry, and cleaning at 
the accepted daylight hours when 
we are off in offices, stores, hospitals, 
and social agencies. But despite the 
odds, with cooperation on the clean
ing, wasshing, and shopping end of 
hoiusekeeping, the working wives 
sustain hu,sband, house; and soul 
with distinceion. 
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and thus cleans everything in a short 
while. 

In addition there is a scraper that 
can be attached to the front for push
ing dirt, a hoist to lift boxes, a buc
ket to pick up dirt and transport it, 
and several other gadgets of a 
specialized nature. 

But this tractor is not only of 
use in the winter months, but will 
find use the year around as the vari
ous parts of the campus are condi
tioned for activities. Probably An-

Grace Pinel 
Dies In Flint 
TAUGHT SCHOOL 
UNTIL SEPTEMBER 

Grace Pinel '18 died at her home 
in Flint December 17, 1947. She 
had not been well since undergoing 
surgery in March, 1947, and com
plications from this contributed to 
her death. 

After graduating from Kalamazoo 
College in 1918 she became a tea
cher !n the public schools of Howell, 
Michigan, where she remained until 

gell Field will see as much of it 
throughout the year as anyone area 
for their it can clean walks, help on 
the track, mow the field, and move 
dirt as work progresses on the de
velopment. 

This tractor is a God-send to 
many students who would feel duty 
bound to role out of bed at 5 o'clock 
in the morning to begin the shovel
ing of snow and who can now lie 
securely in bed knowing that the 
work is being done. 

1924. In the fall of that year she 
moved to Flint where she becam~ a 
teacher of French and director of 
sophomore activities at the Central 
high school. In 1926 she was named 
dean of girls and held that position 
until her death. 

Ill since last March, she entered 
the hospital in September for a short 
time and began teaching the last of 
the month, but after two weeks she 
found that she was unable to carry 
on and had not taught since that 
time. 

While in college she was a mem
ber of Kappa Pi and the Gaynor 
Club. 



Preparations Being Completed 
For Religious Emphasis Week 
MARCH 8-11 DATE 
SELECTED FOR SERVICES 

No other event in the life of Kal
amazoo College receives more care
ful and thoughtful preparation than 
does Religious Emphasis Week. The 
general committee composed of fac
ulty and students, works months in 
advance to prepare for a week of 
spiritual significance. Although the 
program lasts only four days, it is 
prepared to that its impact will be 
carried over into the total scheme of 
college life. Thus, over a period of 
years has been built one of the 
strongest traditions on the campus 
of Kalamazoo College. 

Religious emphasis week, in its 
present form, began in 1942-43, but 
many alumni will recall special ser
ies of religious events sponsored by 
the College in former years. These 
religious activities may be considered 
the forerunners of what we now 
know as religious emphasis week. 

From the beginning our present 
program has been a cooperative un
der taking of the college and the 
Board of Education of the Northern 
Baptist Convention. One of the 
methods by which the Board of Ed
ucation has rendered service to the 
colleges affiliated with it has been 
through this means of strengthening 
the religious life on the various cam
puses. This has made it possible to 
bring to our campus distinguished 
Christian leaders. During past years, 
since religious emphasis week has 
been observed in its present form, 
we have had outstanding leadership 
from such people as Edwin McNeill 
Poteat, president of Colgate-Roches
ter Divinity School; Bernard Clau
sen, pastor of the Euclid Avenue 
Baptist Church, Cleveland; Gene 
Bartlett, pastor of the First Baptist 
Church, Evanston, Illinois. Other 
leaders have included Newton C. 
Fetter and Val Wilson of the Board 
of Education, and Marie Shaver of 
the American Youth Foundation. 

Many months in advance the col
lege calendar is cleared so that no 

other activities will interfere with the 
intensive and cumulative effect of a 
week in which the challenge and 
power of Christianity are presented 
clearly by individuals who know 
that it works. 

The nucleus for the week is a 
series of addresses presented by the 
leader of the "Team" at four extend
ed chapel periods. These addresses 
focus thought upon the predeter
mined theme for the week, with re
lated daily topics. There are discus
sions in regular classes, meetings for 
both men and women in the resi
dence halls, daily meditation services, 
a round table discussion, a meeting 
of married students, radio programs, 
and a final communion service. In 
addition to these formal expressions 
of religion, students may meet the 
leaders socially and receive counsel 
through individual interview. In all 
these events and meetings student 
participattion and interest are ex
cellent. 

It must not be supposed, however, 
that an annual religious emphasis 
week implies that religion receives 
serious attention only once a year. 
Nothing could be further from the 
truth. This week is designed to show 
the relationship of Christianity to 
student lift. Its purpose is to bring 
clearly and distinctly, with undivid
ed attention, the claims of our relig
gion upon the life and thought of 
this generation. Particular attention 
is given to the application of Chris
tianity to the lives of students, to 
their problems, and their opportuni
ties. 

The tradition of Kalamazoo Col
lege has determined the definite 
Christian quality of our programs. 
Indefinite religion is avoided; basic 
Christianity, with its application to 
life, is a determining factor in these 
weeks of inspiration and thoughtful 
appraisal of the sources of power 
for living. 

The program, as it now exists, is 
not perfect, but each year it brings 
modification and changes in keeping 

with the ever shifting needs of our 
students. Upon the framework of 
events as described the week is built, 
but the committee is unanimous in 
the feeling that experience of past 
years and years to come must bring 
more effective techniques for com
munication of the Christian message 
and for applying its principles and 
its power to the lives of future gen
erations of students. 
Only by such growth can we con
tinue to maintain the enthusiasm 
and the interest which now exist for 
religious emphasis week. 

As this article is being prepared a 
committee of faculty and students is 
working on plans for the March 8 
to 11 observance of religious empha
sis week. Dr. Ronald V. Wells, pas
tor of the First Baptist Church, 
Ames, Iowa, and student pastor at 
Iowa State College, will be the lead
er of the 1948 team. A statement 
from James Nayler, an early Quaker, 
forms the basis for the thought of 
the week. 

Staake Named 
College Prexy 
TAKES OVER REINS 
AT WEBBER COLLEGE 

Effective the first of January, Paul 
C. Staake '21 was named president 
of Webber College, Babson Park, 
Florida. It is believed that Staake is 
the second graduate of Kalamazoo 
College in about the past 50 years 
to become a college president. 

Staake went to the Florida school 
from the Babson Institute in Mass
achusetts, and formerly served as a 
member of the faculty of Kalamazoo 
College teaching advertising. 

Greetings Again 
From France 

"To the President, to the Profes
sors and their families, to all the 
present and old students of Kalama
zoo College, Mademoiselle Colin 
wishes a good and happy 1948, and 
more particularly to all of those 
whom she had the pleasure of know
ing 1919-1920." 

Marthe Colin ex'22 
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Arnold Mulder 
11SPEAKING OF BOOKS11

-

What is the longest novel in the 
language? 

An enterprising magazine might 
make that query the basis of a prize 
contest, treating it as the $64 ques
tion of literary criticism. Had I 
been asked to make a guess, I should 
certainly have included the right an
swer among the candidates for the 
doubtful honor, for the book took 
me many weeks to read, a year or 
two ago. But there are so many 
criminally long novels in English 
that I would not have been sure of 
the answer. 

The correct answer ts: By Sam
uel Richardson. 

Edward Wagenknecht, the author 
of "Calvalcade of the English 
Novel," makes the unqualified as
sertion that Richardson's classic is 
"the longest novel in the English 
language." Unfortunately he does 
not print his proof with his state
ment. But on the basis of my own 
experience with the book I am ready 
to accept the assertion without proof. 

In the Heinemann edltion-a 
British printing-Richardson's novel 
runs to 2,065 closely printed pages. 
Perhaps no one has ever counted the 
words in the book, but the total 
must be considerably in excess of a 
million. For purposes of compari
son, it should be added that the aver
age even fairly long novel of today 
does not run much over 100,000 
words. Hence the Richardson opus 
is equal in length to perhaps ten 
average length novels. 

Originally it was published in 
seven volumes, during the two years 
of 1747 and 1748. There is no re
cord of anyone at the time asking to 
have it cut down in size; there is 
much evidence suggesting that the 
British readers of Richardson's day 
would have been glad if he had 
made it still longer. 

There was much more leisure in 
the eighteenth century than there is 
today, and readers were used to 
enormously long books. Moreover, 
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publication in parts or volumes 
made some books seem briefer than 
they actually were; readers had time 
to digest the parts as they appeared. 

But there is a special reason for 
the almost fantastic verbosity of 
Clarissa. Richardson was the in
ventor of the "epistolary novel," and 
Clarissa is in the form of leaaers 
that pass between characters. That 
is perhaps the most wasteful method 
of telling a story that has been de
vised by the mind of man. 

Nothing happens in the story that 
some character does not describe to 
another character, in the form of a 
personal letter. Overlapping and 
repetition are of course inevitable in 
this type of story telling The her
oine describes in a letter to her friend 
how she has been abducted by the 
villain. The villain describes the 
same incident in a letter to his 
friend The girl's father, her uncle, 
a friend of the family--everybody 
writes letters, and everybody con
siders it necessary to describe so dra
matic a family event to somebod} 
else. 

The method moreover forces 
Richardson to strain the probabili
ties to the breaking point-often be
yond that point. Not only are all 
the characters letter writers, some
thing that even the most credulous 
cannot possibly believe, but they all 
write more or less like Samuel Rich
ardson. Even the semi-literate of 
that day must have had a post-gradu-

ate course in English composition. 
So hopelessly addicted to the let

ter writing habit are the characters 
that persons living in the same house 
write letters to one another. Rich
ardson was compelled to have them 
do so because that was the only way 
he could get his story told. No won
der his book ran to more than a 
million words. 

But verbosity is only one of Sam
uel Richardson's sins. I know per
fectly well that Clarissa is a "great 
English classic." Its "legend" has 
become so unshakably fixed that 
even the mildest kind of criticism of 
it will be accepted by some as a sort 
of literary lese majesty. But I have 
never been able to understand why 
we should not subject "classics" to 
the same aesthetic tests to which 
contemporary books must submit. 

Samuel Richardson is supposed to 
be a realist, and a realistic novel that 
does not carry conviction of its real
ity is of course a failure to the extent 
ihat it fails to convince. Now there 
are scenes in Clarissa, quite a few 
of them, that an average sensible 
reader would not believe even though 
they were presented in the form of 
an affidavit given under oath. Say
ing this I make all possible allow
ances for differences in manners and 
customs, in assumptions and poihts 
of view, between the eighteenth cen
ttury and our own day. 

"Clarissa" has its points, even 
though Samuel Richardson was so 
much of a prig that he makes one 
almost sick to the stomach at times. 
The book deserves a good deal of 
the praise that has been heaped up
on it for almost exactly 200 years. 
But the longest novel in the English 
language, and one of the first, is 
fairly far from being the greatest. 
To my way of thinking at least 
greater novels have been written in 
English in our own day. 



Addresses Are Still Missing 
From Our Mailing Lists 
HELP NEED ED IN 
COMPLET ING FI LES 

Addresses of these alumni were in 
the files about a year ago but since 
that time mailings have not reached 
them. Can you help us find them? 
Helen Chapman Baumgartner, '25 
Robert F. Bennett, '40 
Martha M. Bradford, '30 
Christine Flower Brock, '34 
Jenny Gentry Brown, '21 
Donald L. Campbell , '35 
William J. Charlesworth, '41 (formerly 

\V. ]. Abraham) 
Robert Cordano, ex'44 
Letitia Dahn, '31 
Ralph :M. DePue, '34 
H enry W. Dickson, ex'41 
Robert Early, ex'43 
Kenneth J. Eite lbuss, '28 
George Fligh, ex'38 
Ivan D. Haack, '31 
Bruce Harkness, ex'44 
Kathryn Hetzler, '42 
James Houloose, ex'16 
Hazil Lill Howard, '26 
Gordon E. Hyatt, ex'30 
Richard M. James, ex'37 
Earl B. Kayser, ex'39 
Hazen Keyser, ex'47 
Helene Gilding Kincaid, ex'26 
Paul ]. Knight, ex'34 
Herman Kurtz, '18 
Richard lilac Millan, cx'43 
Viola Fitch Madsen, '31 
Joyce Maxey, ex'47 
Kenneth Z. Osborn, '25 
Russell E. Phillips, '30 
J ames B. Plate, ex'45 
Margaret Hamilton Powell, cx'38 
Bernard Y. Reed, '28 
Ha rold Earl Reid. cx'39 
Dorothy Rics, ex'37 
Frank R. Rouch, ex'32 
Evelyn Dunavin Seymour, '37 
Grace Ubbs Sherm an, '07 
Koboru Shirai, '37 
George Sigler, '01 
Elizabeth \\'aterman Sou thard, ex'21 
Robert 1\I. Steinhilber, ex'40 
Evelyn Fix ler Thompson, '43 
franci s C. Thompson, '42 
Pauline Thompson, '43 
Denver J. Todd, '36 
George A. \Vhite, ex'38 
Ben A. \\l illiams, ex '43 
Gertrude Gripman Wright, cx' l9 
Ealph ).f. \Vright, cx'19 

McKinney Dies 
In Kalamazoo 

Miles McKinney ex'26 died De
cember 10 in Kalamazoo. He had 
been sole proprietor of McKinney 
Brothers pharmacy since the death 
of his brother, Charles McKinney 
ex'24, in August, 1944. Together 
they purchased the drug store in 
193 7 and had operated it contin
uosly since that time. 

-K-

Wilkinson ex'97 Dies 
Charlotte Wilkinson-Oldfield ex 

96 died November 29, 1947, in 
Kalamazoo. She studied one year 
at this school, after coming to Kala
mazoo from her home in Corning, 
New York. She later graduated 
from Michigan State Normal Col
lege and taught school until her 
marriage in 1902. Her residence 
has been m Kalamazoo since that 
time. 

-K

Bernord Johnson 
(Contiuued from page 2) 

ference on home building. 
He is survived by his wife, the 

former Ruth Wheaton '06, and three 
children, Dexter Johnson '33, Dr. 
Maxwell Johnson, and Elizabeth. 
Following in his father's footsteps, 
Dexter is the managing editor of 
lV estern Builder. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert E . John son '38 
an noun ce th e birth of a daughter, Gary 
Lee, February 22, 1947 in Tucson, Ari
zona. 

-K-
Mr. and :.frs. Hillard Clapp (Esth er 

Stout '32) ann ou nce the birth of a son, 
Do11ald, A ugust 26, 1947 in Kalamazoo, 
:.1ichiga n. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Van Eck (Lucile 
Lotz ex'34) announce th e birth of a 
daughter, Emily, August 21, in Kala
mazoo, Michigan. 

- K -
M r. and 111 rs. Thomas A. Weeks 

(Mary Brumbaugh '36) announce th e 
birth of a son, Thomas, June 26, 1947 
in Vicksburg, Michigan. 

-K-
111r. and Mrs. Lucius 0. Brown III 

(Caryl Broholm ex '44) announce th e 
birth of a son, Gordon, July 9, 1947 in 
Detroit, Michigan. 

-K-
Mr. and Mrs. Fred W. DesAutels '25 

(Aileen Radkey '25) announce the birth 
of a daughter, Anne, October 19, 1947 
in Detroit, Michigan. 

-K-
Mr. and Mrs. C. V. Kean III (Doro-

thy Fuller ex'35) announce the birth of 
a daughter, Celeste, October 17, 1947 
in Kalamazoo, Michigan. 

- K-

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lynn '39 an
nounce the birth of a son, William, 
August 22, 1947, in Kalamazoo, Mich
igan. 

- K -

Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Thompson 
(Janet Starr ex'44) announce the birth 
of a daughter, Joyce, June 16, 1947, in 
Chicago, Illinois. 

-K-

Mr. and Mrs. Forrest Pearson '41 
announce the birth of a daughter, Kar
en, January 25, 1947, in St. Joseph , 
Michigan. 

-K-

l\'lr. and Mrs. Donald \North '40 
(Nancy Nycum '42) announce the birth 
of a son, David, November 16, 1947, in 
Kalamazoo, Michigan. 

-K-

1\fr. and l\Irs. vVilliam B. Rapley, Jr., 
'32 announce th e birth of a son, Steph_ 
an Karl , Novem beer 12, 1947, in \Na sh 
ington, D. C. 

-K-

111 r. and Mrs. Roger A. Goodspeed 
(Carol Rottier '46) announce the birth 
0£ a daughter, Linn Marie, November 
:3, 1947 in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

- K -

Dr. and l\lrs. Richard Lemm er '41 
announce the birth of a so n, Richard , 
January 13, 19-18, in J\1 crcey Hospital, 
Denver, Colorado. 
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• Vote for Your Officers 

• Give to Your Fund 

• Write to Your Editor 

KALAMAZOO COLLEGE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 


