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BOWEN HALL 
" . . . . and bicycle room for the 

young ladies." In that short phrase, 
when applied to Bowen Hall, can 
be seen the age of that building. 
Nowadays the problem is not space 
for bicycles but space for cars. 

Bowen Hall joined the Kalama
zoo College family officially during 
Commencement week, 1902, when 
the gift of Charles Clark Bowen, 
member of the board of trustees 
from 1876 to 1901, was dedicated. 
Several thousand students have made 
use of the building which in 1902 
commanded a page and a half notice 
in the catalogue until now when a 
short six-line paragraph suffices. 

Now Bowen Hall is more an ad
ministration building than it was 
when built. Then the College activi
ty centered around this new edifice 
and the Men's dormitory just north. 

The cut stone boulder founda
tions, paving brick walls with the 
terra cotta trimming, and the roof 
of Conosera tile are still the same 
but the physics and chemistry labor
atories, once in the basement, have 
been in Olds Hall since 1927; the 
heating plant has traveled to the 
bottom of the hills and is now a 
part of the gym; the books of the 
library are across the quadrangle, 
which didn't exist then even in the 
most fervid of minds, in Mandelle 
Library; and the gas lights have all 
disappeared. 

Bowen Hall has looked on the 
campus of Kalamazoo College and 
watched it grow from the Men's 
Dormitory, Kalamazoo Hall, and 
Ladies' Hall to the present campus 
of a magnificent quadrangle and 
buildings which, for the most part, 
have come about since 1927. 

But only the stairs make known 
the age of the building as they 
creak and groan under the feet of 
the several hundred students who 
use the building each day as a cen
ter for their classroom activity. 

RETURN BLANKS 

FROM OCTOBER ISSUE 
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"An Open Letter To All 
Alumni"-M. 0. Williams 
ALUMNUS-TRUSTEE VISITS 
CAMPUS IN NOVEMBER 

Loyal alumni may sometimes feel 
that the college yell has been trans
ferred from Aristophanes to the 
Book of Acts. 

The gay and oft times unidenti
fied "Brekki-ki kex" turns to "Come 
over and help us" translated into 
modernese into a preemptory "Come 
Across!" 

My suggestion founded on the 
first hand experience which is the 
basis of reportorial thought is: 
"Come back and see all the new 
wrinkles on Alma Mater." 

A globe trotter sees too much; 
feels too little. But sitting in a sun
ny corner of Bowen Hall amid the 
familiar Michigan Central rumble 
Alma Mater seems as dear as ever. 

It has been my experience that 
no spot on earth has quite the flavor 
of these scenes where one underwent 
the glorious process of growing up. 
Alma Mater measures up to your 
fondest memories and dreams. 

When I planned to return, I de
cided that it would not be for one 
crowded Homecoming Day. That 
is tourist stuff. On such a day Alma 
Mater has her hair up and her bo
som pretty well occupied by other 
fly-bv-nights. 

I dropped in to the charming hut
ment where Owen lives with his 
wife. I had long, friendly chats with 
a score of friends ranging from an
onymous freshmen to famous fac
ulty members. 

It is a technioue learned in years 
of reoorting-building the whole 
out of scores of seemingly unrelat
ed details. Alma Mater's portrait, 
done by this method, may resemble 
Picasso more than the warm toned, 
~lick calendar art of fond memory. 
But she can "take it" because she's 
still got what it takes. 

I met several starry-eyed couples 
who live in the attractive but tem
porary hutments where the baseball 
diamond used to be. It is mv opin
ion-prejudiced, I admit,-that the 
arrival of the married veteran has 
been the greatest blessing the co-

Maynard Owen Will iams 

Dr. Maynard Owen Williams '09 
is ct-trrently chief of the foreign edi
torial staff of the National Geogra
phic Magazine. In October he re
turned from 18 months in Europe 
where he has observed the sitttation 
a'!d prepared articles for his maga
zzne. 

On returning to this co11ntry he 
came to Kalamazoo to visit his two 
children, Mary '50 and Owen '48. 
Owen and his wife, Betty, occupy 
one of the hutments on the old ath
letic field, which Dr. Williams men
tions in his letter. 

Dttring his stay on the campus of 
Kalamazoo College he spoke to the 
students and faculty at two chapel 
services. 

Another article b'Y Dr. Williams 
will appear in the February, 1948, 
issue of the Kalamazoo College 
A!ttmnm. 

educational college has known since 
"my day." 

I am a strong believer in Chris
tian education. No man so much 
as Christ so merits the hopes and 
fears, the prayers and tears of clean
hearted youth eager for the abun
dant life. 

1 am a strong believer in co-edLi-

cation. It seems highly desirable to 
me that at a time when man and 
maid first become acutely concious 
of one another, they should be part- . 
nets in learning to live. 

I am a strong believer in the fine 
influence that happy young married 
life can bring to the puppy love and 
experimentation which is natural to 
the adolescent and the young adult. 

The frankness of some of our 
heirs on campus is admirable. I 
have no doubt that many a student 
at Kalamazoo College is helped and 
inspired by the presence of connu
bial bliss among their fellow stu
dents at an age when monogamy is 
a vivid self realization rather than a 
respectable discipline. If there are 
any Bill of Righters who are a bad 
influence at Kazoo, my best detec
tive methods have not yet unearthed 
them. 

The college is crowded. Some of 
the hills and valleys we loved have 
been leveled off. Splendid new 
dormitories, whose magnificense 
might make us think "I wish we 
could have had that" or whisper 
"The sissies!" because one no long
er has to stuff wormy wood into a 
pot-bellied stove are infringing on 
the grass and trees we loved so 
well. Kalamazoo College has not 
entirely escaped the good old 
"Keeping up with the Joneses" 
spirit which is the motor and bur
den of so much American life. But 
as a fervent champion of the small 
college, I found that my first 
strong reaction was "Let's buy the 
Fred Hodge property for the Col
lege." Perhaps that is because that 
splendid property-before it had 
its face lifted - was my humWe 
home. 

Kalamazo.'J ctttzens may take 
our Alma Mater as a matter of 
course. But they have served her 
loyally and treated her well. 

World communications and pol
itics being what they are, I must 
.attach reservations to any sugges
tions of visiting the Taj Mahal by 
moonlight or the canal markets of 
Bangkok in the heat of the day. 
But I have no reservations in sug
gesting that any Kazook with blood 
in his heart return for a middle 
age checkup on what happens to 

('J 'um lu fwgc 12) 
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Richard Tedrow '45 has been ad
mitted to practice law before the bar 
in Michigan. He is now associated 
with the firm of Gemrich, Moser 
and Cristy in Kalamazoo. He was 
graduated from the University of 
Michigan Law School September 26, 
1947. 

He entered Kalamazoo College in 
1940 and completed his work after 
discharge from the army. He is the 
son of Paul Tedrow '16. 

-K-

Inez Goss '47 is now a graduate 
assistant in the department of speech, 
Miami University, Oxford, Ohio. 

-K-

Russell Strong '48 authored an 
article in the October 30, 1947, issue 
of the Michigan Christian Advocate. 

-K-

Dr. Ambrose Bailey '02 is now 
serving as associate pastor of the 
First Baptist Church, Columbus, 
Ohio. He is specializing in visita
tion and evangelistic work. His son, 
rhe Rev. Raymond L. Bailey, is the 
pastor of the church. 

-K-

"Citizen of What Country?" is 
title of a story appearing in the Octo
ber 15 , 1947, issue of the Christian 
Century by F. W. Lucier '3 3. Lucier 
is an associate professor of chemistry 
at Northeastern University, Boston, 
Mass. 

j ohn 1\l cCa llum '43 a nd Mi ss Ma r
tha Hoy t we re ma rri ed October 10 in 
La nsing. 1\fichiga n. 

--K-

,\.nno un cemcn t was ma de r ecently 
of t he e ngagemen t of Rita 1\Ietzge r 
'48 a nd ;.J eil Pl a nt cfaber '47. 

-K-

~!i ss E lea nor T a mburro a nd Fran k 
Ehrm an '41 were ma rri ed September 
IS in the Co rpus Chri st i Church , 
'vVet her sfie ld, Conn . 
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Dr. Harold W. Brown '44 has 
been appointed director of the school 
of public health at Columbia Uni-
versity. 

-K-

Robert Simmons '46 is temporar
ily an investigator for the foreign 
section of the credit department of 
the Chemical Bank and Trust Co., 
of New York. He expects to be 
transferred shortly to the domestic 
section where he will remain per
manently. 

-K-

Donald Staake ex'45 is now an as
sistant professor of electrical engin
eering at Norwich University, North
field, Vermont. 

-K-

Louis Kuitert '39 is an assistant 
professor of entomology at Kansas 
State College, Manhattan, Kansas. 

-K-

Gould Fox ex'27 is the new presi
dent of the Kalamazoo Bar Associa
tion. 

-K-

Dr. Hermon Severn, dean emeri
tus of Kalamazoo College, is now 
resident at 2164 Jefferson Avenue, 
Ogden, Utah. 

Ma rtha Jan e Smith ex '47 a nd 
K enn eth Duff w ere ma rri ed August 
16 in Birming ham, Mi ch. 

-K-

Consta nce Sarge nt ex '46 and Ma r 
vin St eket ee wer e marri ed October 11 
in St. Luke's Church, K alamazoo. 

-K-
Ann oun cem en t was made recently 

of th e engage ment o f El eanor Brewer 
'46 a nd Bryant Ki stl er. 

-K-
\ Vend ell Doney ex 'SO a nd ;_[i ss 

::\ ad in e Cairn s were ma rried October 7 
in th e First Meth odi st Church, Kala 
mazoo. 

-K-
Ma rion H off '46 a nd Th omas 

~l a thi e u ex '47 were marri ed Septem
ber 20 in th e J e ff er son Av enu e M etho
di st Church, D etroit . 

-K-
:-.1 a rjori e S un cls trum '41 a nd jo hn 

K etcham we re ma rried August 16 in 
?II orga n P a rk Method ist Church , 
Chicago. 

Gwendolyn Price-Layton '47 is 
teaching eighth grade English in the 
Longfellow School, Flint, Michigan. 

-K-

Margery LePage-Rabbers '47 is a 
technician at the Upjohn Company, 
Kalamazoo. 

-K-

Patricia Kennett '46 has accepted 
a position as instructor in piano and 
theory at the school of music, Uni
versity of Arkansas. She has re
ceived her master of arts degree 
from the University of Michigan. 

-K-

Maurice R. McGowan ex'31 died 
at his home in Anderson, Indiana, 
October 26, 1947. He was survi
ved by his wife and five children. 

-K-

Ben Williams '43 is with the 
Michigan State Highway Depart
ment and lives in Lake Odessa. 

-K-

Mr. and Mrs. Baxter Hathaway 
'35 (Sherry Kitchen '35) are serv
ing as editor-in-chief and managing 
editor, respectively, of a new quar
terly magazine, Epoch, being pub
lished by six members of the 
faculty of Cornell University. 

The magazine, now being dis
tributed nationally, features short 
stories and poems by outstanding 
writers. 

-K-

William Olvitt '47 was the ob
ject of a search in the Big Bear 
swamp near Baldwin, Michigan, as 
he failed to contact other memoers 
of his party during the Michigan 
deer hunting season. Olvitt made 
his way to safety the morning af
ter being lost. 

-K-

Dr. William A. Scott '26 and 
Dr. Edwin M. Williamson '33 have 
been reappointed as consultants to 
the surgeon general. 

-K-

Dr. Warren C. Johnson '22 and 
Dr. Charles A. Kraus D.S. '33 
received mention in the November 
issue of the Chemical Bulletin 
which published a roll call of the 

(Tum t o j){{ge 1.?) 



Letter to the Alumni 

Richa rd Olmsted 
Dr. Richard H. Olmsted joined the faculty of Kala

mazoo College in 1943. He is now a professor of Span
ish and French. He is a graduate of the University of 
Minnesota and gained his Ph . D. from that school in 
1932 and has taught at Stephens College and the Texas 
College of Mines. 

Dear Alumni Friends: 
The fall of 1943 marks a memorable date in our 

lives. That was the time of our arrival at Kalamazoo 
College. Coming from the distant city of El Paso, 
Texas, where we had been living for seven years, we 
made our first acquaintance with the school. Our first 
impression was one of the finest, and as we became 
better acquainted with the faculty and students, our 
first impression proved not to have been false. On the 
contrary, our feeling of satisfaction, we can truthfully 
say, has remained constant and gratifying. To strang
ers and to friends we speak only with pride of K Col
lege. The students, we believe, are much above the 
average in intelligence and ability. The association 
with them in the classroom and at school functions has 
been a great pleasure. Teaching is a blessed profession 
in that it keeps one in contact with gay and cheerful 
youth with all its hopes and dreams, so contrary to the 
sternness of older people who so often allow their 
lives to be governed by worry and discouragement. We 
have appreciated the warm friendliness and mutual re
spect of the faculty, the graciousness and understanding 
of the president and his charming wife. "La cultura 
hace a los hombres amigos." 

We can well understand the accounts which one 
hears so often, on the part of the students who transfer 
to other colleges, that they feel a real nostalgia for Ka
zoo, or on the part of former students who enter upon 
a career, that they have a sincere appreciation of what 
K College did for them. "Hombre prevenido nunca 
fue vencido." There are surely many things which a 
small college can do for one that a large university can
not. 

We have always liked most everything about the 

Mary Olmsted 
city of Kalamazoo, except the scarcity of sunshine dur
ing the late fall, all of the winter, and most of the 
spring. It took us the first year to get accustomed to 
the necessity of having artificial light all day, even at 
high noon. But Kalamazoo is unusual! For a city of 
its size, it is the most unusual in its active interest in 
business, civic, social, and cultural affairs. 

For the first time in many years, instead of going 
to Mexico, or Quebec, or teach;ng in summer school, 
we spent a most pleasent summer at our lake cottage 
in Minnesota. We enjoyed so much renewing old ac
quaintances in our former "home country." It was our 
first summer of ownership and the cottage needed much 
work done on it. We managed to take time out from 
swimming, sunning, picnicking, and fishing, to wield 
paint brushes, hammers, saws and axes, for reroofing, 
repairing, painting, and cutting timber. 

We always look forward to the ne'w school year, 
with the excitement of seeing everyone again and hear
ing about his or her summer. Our family, all six of 
us, including our two-year-old Jimmy, enjoy the football 
season, and later on the basketball season. What a 
pleasure too, all the other activities: the plays given by 
the dramatic students, the faculty parties, the student 
dances and other functions! We enjoy them all, and 
they are very near to us! We look forward to makirrg 
new acquaintances and new friendships; but we miss 
the familiar faces of former students and always wel
come the pleasure of seeing those students again and 
hearing their most recent "noticias." 

Since this is the Holiday Season, accept our wishes 
for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! May 
the spirit of Christmas pervade the whole world and 
bring about, in the coming year, lasting peace and true 
understanding among nations' "Amor con amor se 
paga." 

Saludos y recuerdos, amigos! 
Dieu vous benisse! 
Auf wiedersehen! 

Mary and Dick Olmsted 
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Arnold Mulder 
11SPEAKING OF BOOKS11

-

If books are as lethal as some 
writers think they are, then the Hit
ler legend is as dead as a doornail 
- though why a doornail should 
be any deader than a shingle nail 
has always puzzled me. Be that as 
it may, two books have come out 
during autumn publishing season 
of 1947 that had for their main 
purpose making sure that the man 
would never rise from the dead 
even as a myth whose toothbrush 
moustache has become a kind of 
symbol of Evil with an upper case 
E. 

The two books are The End of a 
Berlin Di.ary, by William L. Shirer, 
and The Last Days of Hitler by H. 
R. Trevor-Roper. On the evidence 
of those two volumes it seems doubt
ful that a myth can ever take deep 
root that Hider is still alive. 

The purpose of both books, in 
larae part, was to prevent the de
vel~pmcnt of such a myth. While 
Shirer's volume does not make th1s 
;,~ sole purpose, or even its most 
important reason for being, laying 
the ghost of a possible Hitler-still
alive myth is so dramatic an ele
ment in. the volume that it is like
ly to be the one thing the read..:r 
remembers. And it is hard to see 
how even fanaticism can continue 
to take the myth seriously, or can 
ever hope to take it seriously some 
time in the future, in the light of 
the obiective evidence Shirer mas
ses in l~is book. 

The avowed purpose of Trevor
Roper's The Last Days of Hitler 
is to make sure that it will never 
1:: ::- oossible for a reasonable human 
l::::::ng ;mywhere on earth to believe 
rh·tt . Hitler d;d not actually die 
in that Berlin Gotterdammerun.g 
that wme future Wagner will 
nrobably make the scene of some 
future opera. The author. H. R. 
Trevor-Roper, is an Englishman. 
At the time of tlr: Na?i collapse 
h-:: was serving as an Intelligence 
officer in the British army. As 
such he: was odt:•·cd by h;s govern-
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Arnold Mulder 

ment, m September, 1945, to m
vestigate the circumstances sur
rounding Hitler's death. The Bri
tish government understood that 
failur; to convince the masses of 
the p-::ople of Germany that Hitler 
did actually di..: might be a source 
of future danger. 

I shall not go into detail here 
about Trevor-Roper's book. But 
it is hard to see how even the most 
stubborn fanaticism could continue 
to believe that Hitler is alive, after 
this calm, quiet. convincing mass
ing of facts th:tt the British intel
ligence officer uncovered during 
months of exhaustive investigation. 

And yet, and yet-it is amazing 
what people will believe. Not only 
Nazis or former Nazis but aver
age sensible Americans - that is, 
sensible in everything that has to 
do with their cwn daily affairs. I 
was in a barber's chair soon after 
the book appeared, and to make 
talk I happened to mention it. A 
citizen in a chair next to mine, 
overhearing what I said, piped up 
with the amazing statement: "Of 
course, Hitler's still alive, and he's 
ri?ht h-: re in America. Lots of peo
ple know it." He admitted Hitler 
ought to be dead, but did not be
lieve in h;s cbtth. 

And that amazing barb:: rship in
rclli~mce is remindful of the fact 
riY•t in the op'nion of a consider
nbl-> number of Amcr'cans John 
Wilkes Booth, th ·: assassin of Lin-

coln did not die from the bullets 
fired' by a squad of soldiers that 
hunted him down. Several books 
have b.en published to prove that 
he ditd of old age a generation la
ter. Human credulity is such that 
it is usually easy to make people 
believe such tales in defiance of 
evidence. 

The two volumes under discus
sion can hardly be classed as crea
tive literature, and they are there
fc::e somewhat aside from my main 
purpose in these book chats, which 
is to call attention to creative works 
of art both old and new. But they 
are well written and they are ex
ceedingly good journalism. 

The chances are that both vol
umes will presently be forgotten. 
When the events pass permanently 
out of discussion that gave rise to 
the books, these volumes will be
come obsolete. At the moment 
they have an intensity of life that 
far surpasses that of many other 
books of the present publishing 
season which have a better chance 
to survive in the literature of Eng
land and America. The race for 
survival is by no means always to 
the cook that borrows its interest 
from th-:: excitement of the events 
of the moment. 

During the pcr.od immediately 
following the American Civil War 
a great many books were pub
lished that drew the interest of 
millions. books that fought the bat
tles of that conflict, over again. 
in print. Doubtless, to the people 
of that generation, those volumes 
~eerned to be far more important, 
::~nd to be destined to far longer 
He in American letters, than the 
eccentric poems of an eccentric 
mb-clerk in the Department of 
Interior who went by the name of 
Walt Wh.tman. But today most of 
those shelves of excmng contro
versial and oolitical books are no 
more than iust - waste paper. 
"LFaves of Grass" is hr more alive 
tc-dav tb1n it was wh~n tho: poems 
,..,rre written. 

(Tum lu /"'8<' J./) 



Hemmes Explains Theories 
Of Existential Philosophy 
REFUTES STATEMENTS IN 
POPULAR PRESS 

This brief article on the philoso
phy of Existentialism is the remlt of 
a chapel talk given by Dr. Luike 
Hemmes, professor of psychology 
and philosophy, on N ovemher 3, 
1947. 

From time to time, the popular 
press has carried certain news items 
about a present day movement in 
philosophy called Existentialism. To 
make it news it is brought in the 
closest relationship with the night 
life of Paris and the present dis
integration of European culture. 

Life quoted the following slo
gans written on telephone booths 
in Paris with the idea in mind of 
offering the true meaning of ex
istentialism: 'Why kill time1 Kill 
yourself, its simpler." "Dial the 
four letters of death: The only 
number which doesn't fail!" "Ask 
for an arsenic-menthe, the drink 
which quenches life." "At the Bar 
Vert evenings, suicide is the height 
of style." 

These slogans as well as other 
press comments seem to regard 
the philosophy of the existentialist 
as the expression of an age of de
cadence, pessimism, and despair, 
as the product of the sick mind of 
Europe, deranged because of tcvo 
wars and a chronic condition of 
revolution. 

If we realize, however, that ex
istentialism derives from two of 
the most profound religious minds 
of Europe, Pascal and Kierkegaard, 
it should give us pause to apply a 
rough and ready classification of 
this type. To offer a more adequate 
basis for an evolution of existen
tialism let us briefly deal 'with 
three basic ideas of this philosophy. 

I. The characterization here given 
is more of an account of the Ger
man forms of existential philosophy 
as worked out by Karl Jaspers, who 
is the present rector of the University 
of Heidelberg, than of the views of 
Paris. Existentialism is first of all a 
philosophy of Individualism. It 

shows the greatest concern about the 
status of man in our present so
ciety as a self-responsible, creative, 
free individual being. 

In his practic.:'ll philosophy Kant 
had set up the great divide be
tween things and persons. What 
can be used as a means to an end 
has no intrinsic value for and by 
itself is a thing. What has value 
for itself, in its own nature, is a 
person. It is on the basis of this 
modern insight of man as a self-re
sponsible person that western so
ciety has fought the survivals of 
an impersonalistic society, privilege, 
slavery, prostitution, power. 

Existentialism is the great re
affirmation of the Kantian divide 
between impersonal objects, things 
and human beings as persons. It 
is the rediscovery of what it means 
to be a human being. 

Our recent psychology has of
fered worldly mechanistic concepts 
of man. Both Behaviorism and 
Freudianism take man as a ma
chine which can be manipulated 
c:ther in terms of muscular and 
glandular patterns of action or of 
biological urges and drives. But 
what determinizes man today are 
not so much these conceptions but 
two social factors of our actual exis
tence. 

The one is the machine. Every
where man has to accomodate him
self in his work to this non-human 
form of process. He must constant
ly practice an external kind of me
chanical discipline to keep the ma
chine going, which is in conflict 
with his own spontaneity as a 
creative individual. He is in con
trol only by making himself a sub
missive servant of his own creation. 
Man becomes his own captive, his 
own robber. His self-produced en
vironment of the machine is now 
more important in his adjustment 
process than the natural and social 
environments. 

The other factor, an immediate 
result of the former, is the en
forced rational organization of so-

ciety and its basic enterprises. It 
is the modern factory which has 
brought on the inevitable assign
ment of everybody as a unit factor 
in a rational totality. In a factory · 
the human being becomes an item 
in a rationally planned structure, 
and from his course within it he 
cannot swerve. Individuality, uni
queness, self-decision, self-responsi
bility have no place here. All is sub
ordination, accomodation, routine, 
conformity. It is like the irony of 
fate that the very groups of people 
who clamour most for individual en
terprise are the main source of set
ting up the structure that has us all 
in thrall. 

The philosophers of existential
ism know very well that both the 
machine and rationally organized 
life are here to stay. They are not 
silly iconoclasts trying to destroy 
the machine or organization of the 

seasonable type. But by defining 
the nature of man in individualis
tic, creative terms they are trying 
to keep the tension between society 
and individual, order and the de
rivation of the unique, balanced 
in favor of the self-responsible, 
spontaneous, and free personality. 

II. In the second place existential
ism is a philosophy which accepts 
the cosmic time process, in which 
man now lives and moves and has 
his being, as the truly real world 
and rejects all attempts to build a 
superworld in which man takes 
shelter from the blast of actual · ex
istence. The philosophers and theo
logians have often placed along 
side of the life process with its 
turmoil, change, and incompletions 
an overworld of make believe per
fection, permanence, changelessntss. 
Whether such a world picture is 
worked out in materialistic, ideal
istic, or personalistic terms, it is 
always a mansion of escape from 
time, change, incompletion, every 
moving process and creativity. 

Such views the existentialist re
jects as enclosures of life which 
prevent man from seeing the ac
tu_!!.lity of the ever restless time 
process of cosmic creativity with 
its gains and losses, its temporary 
successes and failures. 

This view is well expressed m 
(Turn to page 14) 
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Retires 

Frank B. Bachelor 
About the time celebrations were 

dying down over the United States 
in honor of the 1 OOth anniversary 
of the signing of the Declaration 
of Independence, in a little log 
cabin south of Bluffton, Indiana, 
excitement reigned. For it was there 
on December 11, 1876 that Frank 
Bachelor was born. No one dream
ed then of the heights this man 
would attain. 

He lived in this vicinity for his 
early yea r s and after grad
L•ating from high school matricu
lated to a clothing store where he 
busied himself as a clerk tor five 
years. At the turn of the century 
he entered school at Franklin Col
lege and departed after four years 
with an A.B. degree and enrolled 
in the Rochester Theological Sem
inary, now Colgate-Rochester from 
which he received his B.D. degree 
in 1907. 

Between his junior and senior 
years at Rochester he took time 
off for a summer to travel through 
Egypt, Palestine, and Europe. In 
May, 1907, he began his first pas
torate at the First Baptist Church, 
Coldwater, Michigan. He left this 
position in August, 1910, and left 
on an eight months tour of the 
world during which he made a 
study of foreign missionary under
takings. 

On his return in June, 1911, he 
assumed the pastorate of the First 
Baptist Church, Ann Arbor, Mich
igan adn remained there until De
cember, 1915. But June, 1911, 
proved to be a big month for the 
young minister as on the 28th he 
took Ethel May Girdwood '09 for 
his bride. 

Following this charge he left 
the active ministry to become sec
retary of the Laymen's Missionary 
Movement for Michigan and 
Northwest Ohio. Setting a fast 
pace in the area, he found himself 
switched to Kansas City, Missouri, 
where he 'was in charge of the en
tire Southwest area of the United 
States. 
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Frank Bruce Bachelor 

His connection with Kalamazoo 
College was further strengthened 
and renewed when on January 1, 
1921, he joined the staff of Kal
amazoo College. He was first named 
manager of the extension fund 
~nd i"s one of his first jobs began 
the raising of $600,000 to increase 
the endowment fund. A short 
while later he was named business 
manager which post he held con
tinuously until he was succeeded 
in this office by Dr. Harold T. 
Smith, July 1, 1946. It is printed in 
the history of Kalamazoo College 
that President Allan Hoben noted 
in 1922 "it is a most fortunate 

thing that Extension Director, Dr. 
Frank B. Bachelor, could be re~ 
rained as Business Manager of the 
College. Subsequent developments 
in which Dr. Bachelor's work 
proved invaluable justified his re
tention ... For without his loyalty 
and cooperation the advance could 
hardly have been made or the or
dinary financial methods of the 
College brought to so high a grade 
of efficiency." 

During the great building boom 
which occupied the campus in the 
late twenties and early thirties it 

(Continued on page 12) 



Aluminaries 

H. Clair Jackson 

Herbert Clair Jackson 

On September 9, 1891 a new 
class of 16 students enrolled m 
Kalamazoo College. Among this 
group was Herbert Clair Jackson, 
then 20 years of age, who was 
making a belated start at Kalama
zoo College, but one which was 
destined to last many years and to 
profit both by its richness. 

When this assooat1on began 
Kalamazoo College had a total en
rollment of 40 students. As each 
milestone in Jackson's association 
with the school has been reached 
great strides in enrollment can be 

noticed. When he graduated the 
enrollment was at almost the cen
tury mark with 95 students. 

Born in Gun Plains, just north 
of Kalamazoo, Jackson found it 
necessary to work before coming 
to school and also to work one 
year during his stay so that h~ re
quired five years to graduate. Nev
er an athlete, he served one year 
as manager of the baseball team 
and was the school's first repre
sentative to the Michigan Inter
collegiate Athletic Association and 
held this connection for two years 

after graduating. 
Law school did not snatch him 

up after graduation but he began 
reading in the offices of Nathaniel 
H. Stewart and was ready to pass 
his bar examination in 1899. 
While reading law, he and his 
brother, Dr. John Jackson '98, 
bought the Detroit and Chicago 
paper routes in Kalamazoo and 
made their deliveries each morning 
by bicycle before going to work. 

Over a soda in a drug store at 
the corner of Main (Michigan) 
and Burdick he made his first law 
partnership after passing his bar 
examination in 1899. He joined 
forces with Alfred Frost in the 
firm of Frost and Jackson which 
lasted four years. In 1903 he 
moved out of private practice and 
assumed the office of prosecuting 
attorney for Kalamazoo County, 
following his election on the Re
publican ticket. 

Holding the office for only two 
terms, he found himself ready to 
return to private practice in 1907 
and joined with William L. Fitz
gerald in a partnership which has 
become legendary in Kalamazoo 
and the surrounding territory. In 
May 1947 these two men were 
feted at a reception and banquet 
honoring their forty years in part
nership as practicing attorneys. 

His third milestone at Kalama-• 
zoo College was reached when in 
1901 he was chosen a member of 
the board of trustees. He has held 
chis post continuously since that 
time. He became attorney for the 
college when the late Harry Ho
ward ex '96 resigned the post in 
1933 to become vice-chairman. As 
attorney he has served the college 
for a number of years in the adju
dication of estates in which Kala
mazoo College has had an interest. 

On the two occasions he has 
entered politics in this area and has 
met defeat in running for one of

(Continued on page 11 ) 
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Tie For MIAA Championship 
Second Consecutive Season 

afternoon amidst the wind and 
snow Hillsdale battled Alma. In 
our homecoming contest against 
Alma we had had little trouble 
bur everyone had said that the 
Scots "were coming." Hillsdale scor
ed in the first period and luckily 
snatched a 7-7 tie which turned 
the race into a tie between the 
Hornets and Dales for the second 
straight year. 

HILLSDALE AGAIN FORCES 
JOINT OWNERSHIP 

For the eighth time since 1904 
(the year modern MIAA records 
date from) Kalamazoo College's 
footballers have finished at the top 
of the conference race, and for the 
second consecutive year that top po
sition has had to be shared with 
Hillsdale College. 

The Hornets under Coach Bob 
Nul f played bang up football 
throughout the season and perhaps 
should have come out with a better 
record than they did but there was 
no doubt in the fans' minds that 
they gave all they had and provided 
plenty for the eye to see. 

Climax of the season came when 
Hillsdale arrived on the Hornet 
campus for what everyone knew 
would be the title game. The press 
box was jammed as it never was be
fore. A goodly crowd of more than 
5 000 persons gathered to see this 
epic battle. 

From the opening kickoff tack
ling, blocking, running and pass
ing was hard and accurate. No 
quarter was asked or given. When 
Charlie Stanski accidentally touch
ed a Dale punt in the first period 
and HillsdaLe recovered on the 
Hornet four-yard line the hopes 
r f the local fans sank. The Dales 
scored without much trouble and 
our cause looked lost. 

The second quarter gave nothing 
to cheer for and it wasn't until 
the third period that the game 
evened up. Then, after a long 
drive, Stanski tossed a nine-yard 
pass to Big Ed Poth who leaped 
high in the corner of the end zone 
to tie up the game. Bob Reed 
missed the kick, as had Bill Young 
of Hillsdale after their first tally. 

Early in the fourth period the 
game seemed sewed up and things 
took on a rosy hue as Gene Flowers 
sprinted 11 yards to score. Again 
the kick was blocked. But Hills
dale was undaunted and began to 
drive back down the field. Finally 
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MIAA Standings 
1946 Final Standings 

Won Lost Tied Pet. 
Kalamazoo 4 1 0 .800 
Hillsdale 4 0 .800 
Hope 3 2 0 .6011 
Alma 2 3 0 .400 
Albion 2 3 0 .4011 
Adrian 0 5 0 .000 
1947 Final Standings 

'''Kalamazoo 3 0 2 .8110 
Hillsdale 3 0 2 .8110 
Hope 3 .700 
Alma 2 2 1 .5011 
Adrian 1 4 0 .200 
Albion 0 5 0 .000 
'''Ties count one-half game won, one
half game lost. 

end Bob Perry slipped behind the 
Kalamazoo secondary, took a pass, 
and sprinted over for the score, 
the entire play covering 34 yards. 
Hillsdale's kick was bad and the 
game ended in a 12-12 tie which 
seemed to leave the Dales in the 
lead. 

The following week we played 
at Albion for what everyone knew 
would be an easy game as the 
Britons had yet to win a game 

· against any competition this fall. 
It was as predicted. The Hornets 
punched over twice in the first, 
twice in the second, and once in 
the third period to sweep to an 
easy 32 to 6 victory. Bur this same 

Outstanding football was played 
during the entire season as is wit
nessed by the scores. An early 
peak came in the Wheaton game 
which closed a 13-13 tie. Perhaps 
the low point came when Kent 
walloped Kalamazoo, 13 to 0, for 
the Hornets only defeat. And the 
following week saw an inspired 
Hope team rise to hold the score 
to 6-6. 

The season finale with Defiance 
College was postponed as rain and 
snow left the field and approaches 
in deplorable condition. 

Statistically speaking the Hornets 
showed a much improved offensive 
ball team. Defensively the average 
was not as good as the 1946 
team's, which placed eighth among 
small colleges over the nation. 

Gene (Posey) Flowers, conver
ted from quarterback to fullback 
this year, proved the leading ground 
gainer as he netted 923 yards in 
rushing and passing. He averaged 
5.9 yards a try rushing and com
pleted 20 of 46 passes for 349 
yards. 

Stanski gained laurels as the 
(Continued on Pa.qe 12) 

194 7 All-MIAA Stars 
First Team 
E-Ray Perry. Hillsdale 

Clair DeMull, Hope 
T -AI Grabarek, Kalamazoo 

Don Pifer. Hillsdale 
G-Leonard Dick, Hope 

Kenneth Corbin, Alma 
C-Howard Southworth, Kalamazoo 

Fl-Nick Yonkers, Hope 
Gene Flowers, Kalamazoo 
\Villiam Young, Hillsdale 
Thomas Ward, Hillsdale 

Honorable Mention 

Second Team 
E-Milt Christen, Kalamazoo 

Ed Poth, Kalamazoo 
T-Clarc Albee, Alma 

Jim Staup. Adrian 
G-Charles Clark, Albion 

John Nitz, Hillsdale 
C-Bucky \Valters, Alma 
R-Rex Roseman, Alma 

George Albright, Hillsdale 
Forrest Schultz. Adrian 
Robert Reed, Kalamazoo 

Max Tullis and Merle Cosgrove, Alma; Bob Gillis, Adrian; Carl Hornbrook, 
Albion; Bob Emery, Bill Holwerda, and Don Ladewig, Hope; Alex Cleland, 
and John Cuddeback. Hillsdale; and Earl King, Vince Marandino, and Jim 
Nawrot, Kalamazoo. 



Cagers Begin 1947-1948 
MIAA Title Chase Under Grow 
WILL SEEK SCHOOL'S 17TH 
CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIP 

Like a quick change artist, the 
athletic emphasis on the campus 
of Kalamazoo College completely 
altered itself over the week end of 
November 15. The final football 
game was cancelled and immediate
ly everything became basketball. 

On November 17 the 1947-48 
edition of the Hornet cagers met 
with Coach Lloyd ( Dob) Grow 
for their first full time rehearsal. 
More than 30 players turned out 
and more were ready on Tuesday 
night when football had entirely 
dropped from the scene. 

Again Tredway Gymnasium 
will resound to the trampling feet 
as the Hornets or~"oare for th~ir 
season ooener in Chicago Decem
ber 3. Again it will be rhe D ePaul 
Universitv team that will oppose 
them. In last year's battle the Hor
net~ threw a· scare into DePaul 
a~ th~v staged a rallv in the last 
minutes, only to be edged 67-61. 

Ten of last year's dozen maior 
!Ptter winners Me readv to go for 
rhis season and have been joined 
hv a croo of freshmen that would 
brin~ joy to any coachs' heart. 
Only pre-war candidate to show 
, . ..., w.1~ Bob Aoo. !error winner 
f-nm Fort Wavne in 1942-43, 
104'5-46. and 1946-47. Tack Mar
lette will be olaving his third 
.. ~"r with the teem. havin'! enro lJ Pd 
bore soon after releas~ from the 
;- rrnu air corns in 1 °4'i. 

Notablv abs~" nt this vPar will be 
\'ifarne Thomoson. hi,gh scoring 
center, who last year oaced the 
team with 220 points. Hal Hinck
h r. ooint [r;> dPr in 1 C)45 -46. did 
r r- t PW" 'l in schro! th:s vear. Both 
I ette red last year. 

Perhaps the man to oace this 
vear's ag~regation will be Charlie 
Stanski outstanding rruard last year 
who was named as the fir~ t winner 
r.f the Harold Garrison Memorial 
b;~<ketball trophy. Stanski scored 
149 ooints last year and showed 
himself to be a great floor plaver, 

Dec. 3 at DePaul 
6 at Detroit 
9 Calvin 

I3 at Toledo 
IS at Adrian 
I6 Michigan Normal 
I8 Alma 

Jan. 8 at Hope 
13 Albion 
IS at Michigan Normal 
23 Adrian 

Feb. 6 Wabash 
7 Valparaiso at Fort Wayne 
8 Hillsdale 

I3 Hope 
I8 at Calvin 
20 at Alma 
23 at Albion 
23 Detroit 
28 Hillsdale 

and especially adept at dribbling. 
He will probably team with Ray 
Emrick at guard again this season. 

Others returning who s h o u 1 d 
play a lot are Louie Andrews, Art 
Leighton, Frank Walters, Don Culp, 
Carol Honess, and Bill Sayers. 

Although as yet the freshmen 
have not been enumerated it is be
lieved that several lettermen will 
be pressed to retain their positions 
in the face of the opposition. Per
haps the most promising of the 
large group is Gus Keller, 6 feet 
six inch center candidate w h o 
sh'Juld help a lot under the back
board. 

Jackson 

(Co11 ti11ued from page 9) 

fice and success in the other pur
suit. He opposed Circuit Judge 
George V. Weimer on the first 
two occasions that Weimer cap
tured the post and was defeated 
both times. A split ticket in the 
firs t race beat him by a bare mar-
gin of 200 votes. -

Later on he entered the scene 
again as campaign manager of 
Kalamazoo County in the guber
natorial race of Fred Green. On 
two occasions Green was success
fu l in the election. 

When he began practice with 

Garrison Trophy 

Fitzgerald they rented offices in 
the Pythian Building on We~ 
South Street. Being new to the 
game, they had only one office and 
one reception room so when one 
had a client it was necessary for the 
other to leave or sit in the recep
tion room until the client left. They 
then moved to the Hanselman 
Building on Burdick Street and in 
1941 purchased a house at 219 
West Lovell street where their 
firm now maintains its offices. 

As attorney for Kalamazoo Col
lege he has been instrumental in 
aiding the college to secure sums of 
money from several estates. He 

(Con tinued on page 15) 
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Football 
(Continued from page 10) 

leading passer, completing 16 tos
ses in 30 attempts for 142 yards. 
Stanski and Flowers each complet
ed three touchdown passes. 

Leading scorer for the team dur
ing the season was Flowers with 
seven touchdowns for 42 points. 
He was followed by Bob Reed with 
33 points and Ed Poth with 24 
points. 

Poth, it is believed, probably set 
some kind of a record for Kalama
zoo College during this past sea
son. Playing his first year under 
Nulf, he was used most as a pass 
catcher. During the season he 
snatched 20 tosses for more than 
300 yards and scored four times. 
Best of these was in the Albion 
game when he scored with Gene 
Flowers pitching from midfield. 

It would be hard for anyone to 
pick out the outstanding lineman 
for the season for all turned in 
top performances but some of that 
doubt has been taken away as the 
players noted their preference by 
namin~ Milt Christen, 210 pound 
end, the most valuable player on 
the team. Christen was stellar all 
season and turned in a terrific per
formance in the Albion game 
where he seemed to live in the Briton 
backfield. 

Also in their voting the players 
named George Galbraith. defensive 
fullback honorary captain for the 
year. Plaving his final season of 
college football, Galbraith per
formed mainly as a line-backer re
placing Flowers. He also gained a 
reputation last year as a fine 
blocker. 

From this angle prospects for 
the coming year do not appear too 
dark. Onlv one of the first five 
backs, Reed, is graduating. One of 
the quintet began his college ca
reer, Bob Sim-anton, a freshman, 
averaged six yards a trv running 
most of the season as third-string 
full back. He gained 277 yards 
and shows great promise for the 
next season. 

In the line there are three new
comers to the squad who saw lots 
of action. They -were Poth at end, 
Jtalo Candoli at guard, and Harley 
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Bachelor 

(Continued from page 8) 

was also Dr. Bachelor who was 
instrumental in raising $130,000 
for Mary Trowbridge House and 
another $100,000 for Stetson Cha
pel. And he played a part in in
teresting Ransom E. Olds, who 
later gave Olds Science Hall; in
teresting Minnie Senter Mandelle 
in the College; and communicating 
with F. R. Welles, whose generous 
bequest enabled the College to 
construct Welles Hall and the new 
wing of Trowbridge House. 

But in all this period one can
not overlook the relations which 
existed between Dr. Bachelor and 
the studenfbody. Many stories have 
been written and much said: some 
good and some bad. But there is 
no escaping the fact that many 
of the successful graduates of Kal
alamazoo College owe their present 
status in life to Dr. Bachelor for 

Williams 
(Continued from page 3) 

his heart at renewed contact with 
old Alma Mater. If my judgment 
is sound, she's still got what it 
takes. And I also have the selfish 
hope that a few of our young 
students will not remain too close
ly tied to mama's apron strings but 
will follow Martha Gifford, '1 0 to 
Burma, or Anna Montieth-Har
rison '15 to Bahrein. 

Kalamazoo College is, and 
should be, dear to all of us. 

But perhaps we will best serve 
her by remembering that the world 
is our field and that the gesture 
with which she turned us loose 
was not the end but the "Com
mencement." Kalamazoo College 
is a wonderful spot in which to 
commence. 

Pierce, tackle. Several others will 
probably be around another year 
and show their wares. 

If not too many of the gridders 
transfer schools for purposes of 
specialization Hornet grid pros
pects for another season should be 
rather rosy. 

the aid which he gave them in 
seeing them through particular! y 
rough spots in their college careers. 
They will never forget what ~ 
true friend Dr. Bachelor has been 
to Kalamazoo College through the 
years. 

When he left the office of the 
busim:ss manager he became special 
assistant to the president and it 
was through him that the hut
ments, classroom annex building, 
and addition to Welles Hall were 
secured. In addition he negotiated 
extensively with the government 
for many supplies which have 
helped the college through the 
recent period of great scarcities. 

But his contribution to humanity 
has not been totally through church 
or college work for he has been 
2.ctive in local government, serving 
on the City Commission and Kal
amazoo County Supervisors. The 
Community Chest and Council of 
Social Agencies have also been 
guided by him and he has served 
on the Better Citizenship Council, 
Constance Brown Society for Bet
ter Hearing, and the Kalamazoo 
County Cancer Society. 

Nor has he lost sight of the 
church which he began in life to 
serve, for he has been an officer 
and member of the First Baptist 
Church in Kalamazoo since coming 
to this ciry and has served as a 
pastor on occasion .at other church
es. 

In his retirement July 1, 1947, 
something was removed from Kal
amazoo College which is not eas
ily replaced. Dr. Frank Bachelor 
has been an asset to Kalamazoo 
College through the years and will 
b-= long remembered by those "'ho 
have served under and with him. 

- K-
CHATTERS AT NORTHWESTERN 

Dr. Carl H. Chatters '19 has left 
his position as Comptroller of the 
Port of New York Authority and is 
now professor of municipal admin
istration and finance at Northwest
ern University. 

- K-
G. Walter Scott, director of ad

missions, has been elected to the 
executive board of dire:tors of the 
Association of College Admissions 
Counselors. He has been named to 
office for three years. 



News Notes 

(Continued from page 4) 

"ten ablest chemists and chemical 
engineers now working in the 
United States m 20 specialized 
fields. 

Both Dr. Kraus and Dr. John
son were cited for their work m 
the field of inorganic chemistry. 

-K-

Edwin G. Gemrich '26 was re
cently notified of his appointment 
as chairman of the Michigan State 
bar committee on aeronautical law. 

-K-

Dr. Louis Thompson '14 has 
designated one of the two first 
navy professional and scientific 
employees to receive appointments 
to conduct research relative to mil
itary affairs of all types under a 
program to be known as P-9. 

He is now director of research 
at the Naval ordnance training 
station at Inyokern, Calif. During 
the war he was associated with 
the Lukes - Harold Corporation 
in the developing air fire controls 
and bombing programs. 

-K-

Priscilla Peck '41 has moved to 
Elkhart, Indiana, to become Child
ren's Librarian. 

-K-

Major Leo J. Crum '33 has been 
named judge advocate of the 46th 
Infantry Division, Michigan Na
tional Guard. 

-K-

Dr. Raymond L. Hightower, pro
fessor of sociology, has been named 
chairman of the Kalamazoo area 
rent control board. 

-K-

Robert Puckett '47 is attending 
law school at Leland Stanford Uni
versity. 

-K-

Lucile Nobbs '16 spent three 
months of the past summer in Eng
land studying at Oxford University. 

-K-

Helen Little ex'24 has been nam
ed book department manager of 
Beecher, Kymer, & Patterson, Kal-
amazoo. 

-K-

Katharin den Bleyker '35 has 
been added to the sta"ff of the Uni
versity of Chica~o Clinic as a me
dical social worker. 

Phineas Wheat '19 has been no
tified that eight pictures which he 
took of his Sturgis (Michigan) 
high school band will appear in 
the Saturday Evening Post in the 
near future. 

-K-

Martin Larson '20 was an n
successful candidate for a position 
on the Common Council of De
troit. 

-K-

Lt. Richard H. Weaver ex '42 
is now with a navy bio-chemistry 
unit in Cairo, Egypt. His first task 
there was working with Cairo's 
first cholera outbreak since 1902. 

-K-

Preston C. Hammer '34 has ac
cepted a position as a mathema
tician with th~ Los Alamos Scien-

Mr. a nd M r s. Hug h Sprague '49 
a nn oun ce the birth o f a son Septem
ber 16 in Bronso n H ospital, Kalama
zoo. 

-K-

The R ev. a nd Mr s. Lyle A nder son 
'42 announ ce th e birth of a son, Law
rence, 111 Borgess Hospita l, K alama-
zoo. 

-K-

Mr. a nd Mrs. E dmund C. J ohn son 
'28 announ ce th e birth of a daughter , 
Ann E lizabeth , A ug ust 26 in Down 
er s Grove, Illino is. 

-K-
Mr. and M rs. Cl em Chase ex '46 

announ ce the birth of a da ughter , 
Nancy, Sept ember 17 in Spring fi eld, 
New York. 

-K-
Mr. a nd Mrs. R obert Carlson '48 

a nnoun ce th e birth o f a son October 
14 in Bronson H ospita l, Kalamazoo. 

-K-
:\Ir. and Mrs. R obert Boudema n 

ex '39 (Carol Gilmore ex '40) an
nounce th e birth of a daug hter , Oct . 
7 in Bronson H ospita l, K a lamazoo. 

-K-
Mr. and M rs. Ben Gra ham '25 an 

nounce th e birth of a da ug ht er Oc
tober 1 S 111 Bro nson H ospita l, Kal
a mazoo. 

-K-
i\Ir. a nd i\lrs. R obert Kundinger '51 

announce the bir th o f a daughter Octo
ber 22 in Bronson H ospita l, K alamazoo. 

-K-
Jvlr. a nd M rs. J ames South on ex "41 

announ ce th e bir :h of a da ug ht er, 
October 20 in Hronson H ospital. K a l-

tific Laboratory. He had formerly 
been an associate professor at Ore
gon State College. 

-K-
Mrs. Esther Christopher-Sager 

'34 expects to be moved, with her 
family to Alameda, California by 
Christmas. Commander Sagers has 
been stationed in Washington, D . 
C., for the past two years. 

-K-
Virginia Orr-Barbour '42 re

ceived her M. S., degree in psychol
ogy from Pennsylvania State Col
lege in September. 

-K-
Raymond W. Fox ex '3 1 has 

been appointed a member of the 
special advisory committee to ad
vise the state of Michigan welfare 
commission on child welfare prob
lems. 

amazoo. 
-K-

Mr. a nd M rs. Rober t T hompson 
(Janet S ta rr ex '44) a nn oun ce th e 
birth of a daughter , J oyce E 11 en , 
Jun e 16 in Chicago, Illin ois. 

-K-
M r. a nd Mrs. Cha rles E. Schi1ling 

"42 a nn oun ce the birth of a son Ko
vemb er 3 in Providence, Rh ode I s
la nd. 

-K-
Mr. a nd :\1rs. James Cl ine 'SO <fll

noun ce th e bir th of a son ~ovember 

9 in Bt·onson H ospital, Kalamazoo. 

-K-
Mr. a nd ~~~f rs. F ra ncis South on ex 

'42 ann ounce th e birth of a daug ht er 
November 19 in Bro nson Hospi ta l, 
Kalamazoo. 

-K-
Mr. a nd Mrs. Dona ld \Vor t h '40 

(Kaney J\ycu m '42) an nounce the 
birth of a son Xovember 16 in Borgess 
H ospita l. Ka la mazoo. 

-K-
:\Jr. an d J\lrs. 1-l a rolcl Hurt '43 a n

nounce t he birth of a da ughter :\o
,·embc r 11) in Bo rgess 1-fospita l. Ka l
a mazoo. 
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Existentialism 
(Continued from page 7) 

a statement in Pascal's Thought: 
"When I consider the brief span 
of my life, swallowed up in eter
nity (in the time process he should 
have said) past and to come, the 
little space that I occupy lost 
in the immensity of space of which 
I know nothing and which knows 
nothing of me, I am terrified and 
I am astonished that I am here 
rather than there, that I am now 
rather than then. By whose order 
and by whose action have this 
place and this time been destined 
for me? Everyone has at sometime 
shared this anguish. But he usually 
succeeds in stifling it in business, 
or pleasure, or the daily routine." 

At this point the indictment is 
usually made, that existentialism is 
a philosophy of complete despair. 
If hope is possible only with ab
solute attainment, absolute comple
tion, absolute perfection the cri
ticism has validity. The existential
ist holds that a final shake of pro
gressive achievement is impossible. 
No matter wh::tt conditions prevail 
evils will always arise. 

The world is not a set of prob
lems which one by one can be 
neatly settled and disposed of. D. 
H. Lawrence has well said: "We 
can do nothing with life, except 
live it." Relative gains can be made 
and temporary obligations and 
claims fulfilled, but final comple
tion is incompatible with a world 
which is not made but in the mak
mg. 

Life for the existentialist has 
real losses. Youth is the loss of 
childhood, maturity the loss of 
youth. The glory that was Greece 
cannot be revived. The medieval 
cathedral which to the men of that 
age meant spiritual intoxication, 
estasy, aspiration, awe, deep rever
ence. and timeless devotion, to us 
is columns and arches, and vaults, 
and windows and flying buttresses. 
Every new form of society is a loss 
as well as a gain. 

The existential philosopher of 
today emphasizes this inevitable 
tragedy of all life. To recognize 
it makes a man religious, not to 
recognize it makes people careless, 
reckless, unfeeling, coarse and bar-

------ -- --·-----
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barous. Our Lord's parable of the 
sower is still one of the best 
pictures of human life, most of 
the seeds sown were lost on bar
ren stones, among weeds and 
thistles, and in unploughed soil. 

The undercurrent of existential
li~ thus is a deep sense of man's 
essentially tragic place in the cos
mic process. But its tragic sense of 
life does not end with despair but 
with the emphasis on free, heroic 
creativeness, which knows all the 
losses and that losses are no gains, 
and joyfully accepts the passing 
glories that in the sweat of our 
brows we are able to produce. 

III. The existential philosopher 
as you can see from the slogans 
quoted in the beginning is not 
only accused of reviving dead bour
gois ideology of individualism, of 
preaching a message of pessimism 
and helpless despair, but also of 
being completely cynical about 
man's life and destiny. "Why kill 
time? Kill yourself, it's simpler." 
':fhis brings to us a third idea of 
existentialism. 

Life, it maintains, and the cos
mic process are never a whole, 
therefore it cannot have a single 
all-inclusive purpose or meaning. 
Life's meaning does not lie in 
having a fixed meaning given to it 
from an external source but in 
making it meaningful. Although 
life has no meaning, we can give 
it meaning. The very casual and 
very trivial statement of everyday 
"life is what you make 1t seems 
to get its echo in this aspect of 
existentialism. 

For this philosophy there is no 
"one divine event towards 'which 
the whole creation moves." From 
time immemorial man has given 
his existence the most varied mean
ings. He has made life the pur
suit of material goods, inventions, 
comfort, and also of adventure, dar
ing and risk. He has given his life 
in society many forms, patriarchal, 
paternalistic, contractual, authoritar
ian and free. His ethical ideals have 
been those of pleasure, happiness, 
self-development, cooperation, com
petition and many others. In all 
these enterprises man gives meaning 
and significance to what otherwise 
would be mere existence. To live in 

such created meanings gives life its 
responsibility and seriousness. This 
is very far from cynicism. It may be 
that the responsibility for such 
self-created world of meanings is 
more than man can carry and that 
he will always attempt to anchor 
his values in the nature of the 
cosmic process itself. 

Existentialism's many discussions 
of death and suicide are related to 
this idea of making life meaning
ful. Man has life not only as a 
gift of nature but through the pos
itive affirmation of his own ex
istence. He alone knows of exis
tence, the animal only has exis
tence. Conciously and reflectively 
he can raise the alternative "to be 
or not to be." This is not frivolity, 
but the basic primordial act of 
making himself responsible for the 
k;nd of mean;ng that life will have 
for him. A long time ago Shake
speare seems to have had the same 
idea when he says: "Be absolute 
for death; either death or life shall 
thereby be the sweeter. 

These remarks are not intended 
as validation of the philosophy of 
existentialism, they are meant in 
an expository sense. It is a very 
popular form of thought in France 
and Germany and will exert a 
widespre.-::td influence in this coun
try. To misunderstand and mis
construe it the way our popular 
press does is to deprive ones self of 
a most wholesome stimulation of 
thou !!ht and serious reflection. 

Mulder 
(Continued from page 6 ) 

In books there is often a great 
difference between intensity and 
life. The two Hitler books are for 
the moment, and as such they are 
worthy of respect. Good though 
they are of their kind, it is ex
tremely unlikely that they will be 
alive a half century hence. 

-K-· -

Lois Greene '47 has ioined the 
staff of the Kalamazoo Girl Scouts 
as field director. 

-K-

Jack Clements '47 has been ap
pointed director of religious educa
tion at the Cornhill - Methodist 
Church, Rochester. New York. He 
is a first vear student at the Col 
gatc-Roch~stcr Divinity School. 



Mulder Authors 
Historical Work 
FIFTH BOOK GOES ON 
SALE IN NOVEMBER 

Americans from Holland, the 
fifth book by Dr. Arnold Mulder, 
went on sale during November. Fol
lowing closely the title, the book is 
a history of the migration of the 
Dutch to the various parts of the 
United States. The book is the first 
of a series being edited by Louis 
Adamic for Lippman's. 

It is really the culmination of a 
life's work for Dr. Mulder who has 
written and studied extensively in 
the field of the Hollanders. Because 
of his great knowledge of the peo
ple, he was chosen more than two 
years ago to undertake the project. 

Dr. Mulder's previous literary 
efforts have been in the field of the 
novel. They were Dominie of Har
lem 1913, Bram of the Five Cor
ners 1915, The Outbound Road 
t919, and Sand Doctor 1921. 
Jackson 

(Continued from page 11) 

has interested people in Kalamazoo 
College, and has also served in 
litigation which has made the 
money usable. 

He spent several years work
ing on the Marsha E. Warren es
tate which gave the college between 
$25,000 and $30,000. He spent 
some time in New York working 
on the details of the F. R. Welles 
Estate which brought $116,000, and 
made possible the construction of 
Welles Hall and the new addi
tion to Mary Trowbridge House. 

One of his most recent works 
was in clearing up the Austin Kim
mis estate which has thus far 
r: alized $77,000. This estate gained 
some prominence as Kimmis was 
expelled from Kalamazoo College 
in an escapade over removal of 
fence posts at the entrance to the 
campus. 

H. Clair Jackson has served Kal
amazoo College long and well and 
as this article is being written the 
enrollment of Kalamazoo College 
stands at 667 students. making an 
increase of 1660 per cent since that 
September 9; 1891 when this 
young man first became acquaint
ed with Kalamazoo College. 

How seldom Christmas comes. Once a year 
there is a night and a day-a night of expectancy 
and a day of joy-a sunset and a hymn, then an
other sunset b11t too often no hymn, for its over 
until next year. This year let us all at least try to 
make it different. 

We should like to send to each of you some 
little gift b11t this year it can only be a thought. 
Yet, since it is s11ch an important occasion, we can 
find no words of our own adequate. So we will 
let Van Dyke say it for tts. 

"The little present, or the rare and long-wished
for gift (it matters not whether the vessel be of 
gold, or silver, or iron, or wood, or even clay, or 
j11st a small bit of birch bark folded into a cup) 
may carry a message something like this: 

"I am thinking abo11t yott today, because it is 
Christmas, and I wish you happiness. And tomor
row because it wilt be the day after Christmas, I 
still wish you happiness,- and so on clear through 
the year. I may not be able to tell you about it 
every day, because I may be far away,- or becatJSe 
both of us may be very busy,- or perhaps I can not 
even afford to pay the postage on so many letters, 
or find the time to write them. Bttt that makes no 
difference. The thought and the wish wilt be here 
j11st the same. In my work and in the b11siness of 
life, I mean to try not to be tJnfair to you or in
jure yo11 in any -way. In my pleasure, if we can be 
together, I would like to share the fun with yo11. 
What ever of joy or success comes to you will 
make me glad. 1Vithottt pretense, and in plain 
words, good-will to you is what I mean, in the 
spirit of Christmas." 
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HOMECOMING SCENES-194 7 

Top to Bottom: Kappa Society, 

Angell Field, Sherwood Society. 
Top to Bottom: Century Forum, 

Eurodelphian Gamma, Alpha Sigma Delta. 


