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G-FORCE SHATTERED 

by Kaye Bennett 

Who knew there was a glass ceiling over the sky? Patricia Webb '78 knew it. And 

the now retired Colonel devoted her 33-year career with the United States Air Force 

to cracking through that ceiling-for herself and for all women. Like one of her 

heroes and inspirations, flmelia Earhart (for whose remains Webb would help 

search in 2012). Pat Webb has become a champion for airborne women 

everywhere. 

Webb's remarkable story starts a long time ago ... on February 20, 1962, to be 

precise. That was when astronaut John Glenn became the first American to orbit 

the earth. Watching the event on TV at her family's farm in Paw Paw, Mich. , Pat 

Webb decided she wanted to be an astronaut. 

But it was 1962 and Webb's mom informed her that girls couldn't be astronauts. 

(Today. Webb has many friends, male and female, in the astronaut corps.) The 

six-yea r-old Webb decided that even if she couldn't be an astronaut she would 

nevertheless fly. 

So she did. By the time she came to Kalamazoo College to major in music 

education and German , Webb had been flying as a private pilot for two years. She 

spent her K years taking part in all the music groups, from choir to orchestra to jazz 

ensembles, and playing with (though not on) the tennis team. But she still wanted 

to fly ... and to trave l. "I wanted to go everywhere." she says. 

Webb spent the summer after graduating from K teaching tennis at a kids' summer 

camp in northern Wisconsin. Still, she had her sights set on the air. 

Returning to Michigan that September. she applied to the Air National Guard in Battle Creek. Although the Air 

Force had opened flight training to women in 1976, there were still lots of restrictions on female fliers in those 

days, Webb recalls. Women couldn't fly fighter planes. which was what the Battle Creek unit included. The 

National Guard explored the possibility of an exchange program with another unit , which would have 

transferred Webb to a base which flew aerial refueling tankers-the only platform women were allowed to fly 

at the time. 

The exchange, says Webb, "would have worked eventually, but time was running out." The age limit for 

entering flight training was 25Yz, and Webb was nearing that. While waiting for a flight slot in the Guard and 

working as an intelligence specialist. she applied to both the Air Force and the Navy for an active duty slot. 

In those days, though women had just become allowed to train as pilots and navigators, classes had quotas 

for females. Women, says Webb, had to be the best , while men simply had to be good enough. Excelling 

was no problem for Webb, who consistently scored at the top of each entrance exam she took. But still there 

were the quotas, which were few and far between, and the clock was ticking. 

Ultimately. Webb accepted the navigation slot offered by the Air Force and found that she "absolutely loved" 

being a navigator. She became the top navigator in her squadron. 

By 1983 Webb's reputation as a top military navigator, as well as a private pilot , was well known, and the 

commercial airlines started courting her. United Airlines offered her a job. " I almost went ," says Webb , " but I 

was having so much fun in the Air Force." 

Stationed at Beale Air Force Base in northern California, Webb was always deployed somewhere else, flying 

KC-1 35 tankers all over the world , followed by special operations C-1 30s. She navigated worldwide refueling 

and reconnaissance missions. tactical missions during Desert Shield and Desert Storm. humanitarian relief 

missions in Somalia. and counterdrug and firefighting airdrop missions. She worked in the intelligence and 

special operations field , in the Pacific, the Middle East. Central and South flmerica. In 1996, Webb left active 

duty and joined the Air Force Reserve. At the same time. she began working for Science Applications 

International Corporation's (SAIC) Technology and Advanced Systems business unit, supporting the 

intelligence community; at SAIC she achieved the level of director. 

TIGHAR. an international group for historic aircraft recovery, has been conducting ground expeditions in the 

area of flmelia Earhart's supposed crash site for years . In 2012, the 75th anniversary of the disappearance, 

an underwater exploration in the area was planned. The expedition was jointly announced by the Secretaries 

of State and Transportati on. (Both departments had been involved in Earhart's original endeavor. ) Because 

of the expense. a huge ca mpaign was launched to privately finance the expedition. k5 reported on the 

Discovery Channel, a program on which Webb appears, due to extraordinary equipment problems, the search 

was greatly shortened. The effort, therefore, did not find definitive remains of Earhart's plane, though it did 

record many targets of parti cular interest that bear further investigation. TIGHAR plans to continue the 

search, and, says Webb, "I will continue to be involved ." 

The continuing theme of Pat Webb's life has been the quest for equal opportunities for women. "I kept 

beating the door down to get all the doors opened to women," she says. "I've 

"I've never 

stopped 

pushing for 

women's 

equality." 

never stopped pushing for women's equality." 

Webb reflects on the changes she's seen in her lifetime in attitudes towa rd 

women . When she was in high school, though they weren't discouraged, girls 

were not encouraged in math and the sciences. she says, "even though we were 

always better." Although Webb's generation was the first in which girls were 

encouraged to go to co llege, once they got there. they tended to stick to the 

"softer subjects," and. having graduated. most were still expected to get married. 

then stay home and raise the family. " I absolutely believe that a parent should 

raise the children, not a nanny," says Webb, ''but it doesn't matter which parent." 

Webb has also seen massive changes in the military's attitude towa rd women. Today, there are no jobs in 

the Air Force that are not open to women (there are still some restrictions in other services), and in all 

branches of the military, men and women doing the same work receive the same pay. 

Webb credits her family for giving her the support and courage to succeed in her career. "Growing up on a 

farm." she says. "everybody does everything. I felt like whatever my brother did. I could do, too ." 

She also praises Kalamazoo College for preparing her to batter glass ceilings. "Everybody should get a 

liberal arts education and serve their country. " (Webb is a strong proponent of compulsory military service or 

national service.) "Then they have basic life skills and ownership in this country." She adds that she also 

encourages students to do foreign study and to study languages. ''I always tried to get involved with the 

women and children wherever I stayed. [No matter where they are]. they always have the same concerns." 

Since retiring in November 2011 , in addition to searching for Amelia Earhart , Webb continues to provide 

consultation to SAIC. She is also invo lved with Vital Voices, a non-profit organization founded by Secretary of 

State Hillary Clinton several years ago, to promote the advancement of women and girls around the world to 

positions of leadershi p. 

Webb will give a talk about the Amelia Earhart Recovery Project at the Washington, D.C .. alumni event on 

February 7. 

Photo 1 - Pat Webb in the Pentagon, near a display with special meaning for her. 

Photo 2 - Pat Webb dockside during the search for Amelia Earhart . 
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KALAMAZOO MUSE 

by Kaye Bennett 

Kalamazoo, Michigan: A hub in the national music scene? Not so farfetched at all, 

according to a recent survey published by theatlanticcities.com. The survey, 

conducted by Toronto-based research group Martin Prosperity Institute, ranked 

Kalamazoo eighth nationally among smaller metro areas for its musical scene, citing 

it specifically as the former home of Gibson guitars and the site of major classical 

music festivals (such as the Irving S. Gilmore International Keyboard Festival ). 

Joanna Steinhauser '02 can understand the city's recognition. The music scene 

in Kalamazoo is seemingly endless, Steinhauser says. ''There's a ton going on 

here. The funding for and interest in the arts [in Kalamazoo] is surprising.·· And 

Steinhauser should know, because she's right in the middle of that endless music 

scene. 

A talented violinist who started playing at age 5, Steinhauser was drawn to 

Kalamazoo College by Barry Ross. professor emeritus of music at K. whom she 

met at scholarship competitions while she was in high school. Ross, says 

Steinhauser, "paid a lot of attention to me." 

Pdd to that a mom who is a K alum, (Ruth Doezema Steinhauser '71 ), academic 

interests that ranged beyond music. and a desire to study abroad. Result: 

Steinhauser opted for the liberal arts and sciences over the conservatory 

education. M. K she majored not only in music (she was one of just three music majors during her undergrad 

days, she recalls), but also in Spanish. 

Her study abroad program took Steinhauser to Caceres, Spain, where the city's music conservatory was 

located in a medieval monastery. From there, she located a violin teacher with whom she studied while in 

Spain. Taking music lessons in Spanish was a new experience, she says. 

But it was while she was on the K campus that Steinhauser had the opportunity to reall y stretch her wings. 

"K is a very nurturing and incredible place for music majors," she says. "Music students at K get a lot of 

attention and chances to perform all the time. " She says that good musicians at K are valued and get to play 

with great ensembles, thanks to faculty like Ross and Les Tung , chair of the music department (with whom 

Steinhauser now plays in a piano-violin duo). 

After graduating from K. Steinhauser earned her master of music degree from Michigan State University, 

studying with Dmitri Berlinsky. Her doctor of music arts degree came from Louisiana State University, where 

she studied violin performance with Kevork Mardirossian and Espen Lillenslatten. Her liberal arts 

background served her well in graduate school, Steinhauser says. 'The academic stuff was no sweat, " she 

laughs. acknowledging that the study habits she'd developed at K gave her an advantage over some fellow 

students who'd done more practicing than studying in their undergrad days. 

When she finished her doctoral program, Steinhauser got a call from Tung: Associate Professor of Music 

Andrew Koehler would be taking a sabbatical during the winter 2010 quarter, and Tung wanted her to fill in 

during Koehler's absence. So Steinhauser found herself back in Michigan , serving as visiting professor of 

violin and chamber music. Then , in spring 2010. she began working asK's music department recruiting 

liaison. speaking to high school musicians. asking them what they were looking for in a college and telling 

them about the advantages K has to offer. Today she is artist-in-residence in K's music department. 

Living in Kalamazoo again has also given Steinhauser the opportunity to pursue another of her passions: 

teaching. She started teaching violin while she was in graduate school. Today she teaches at both 

Crescendo Music Academy in Kalamazoo and the Citadel Music and Dance Center in Benton Harbor (her 

hometown). Her students range in age from toddlers to octogenarians. A student in his 70s brings his 

granddaughters along to his lessons, Steinhauser says. and another of her students started taking beginning 

"K is a 

thriving place 

to 

experience ... all 

types of 

music." 

lessons at age 84. 

Steinhauser plays with Kalamazoo Philharmonia , the Kalamazoo College and 

community orchestra, founded in 1994 by Ross and today directed by Koehler. 

She also performs with symphony orchestras in Kalamazoo, Battle Creek, and 

Lansing. With the Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra. she had the opportunity to 

play with Yo-Yo Ma in 2011 and with Lang Lang in 2012. 

Ten years after her study abroad program, Steinhauser returned to Europe, this 

time to perform with Tung. Their tour included Clermont-Ferrand , France, with a 

detour to Caceres, where the duo performed a recital at the conservatory and 

gave master classes. The trip gave Steinhauser a chance to reunite with her 

Spanish host family and her old violin teacher. The Steinhauser-Tung duo has upcoming recitals scheduled 

in the United States this year. 

As a Kalamazoo College alumna, Steinhauser is pleased with the opportunities her alma mater offers aspiring 

young musicians. "K always has been a very special place for students willing to think outside the box or to 

take a less-traveled path in their career, " she says. "Despite the small average number of music majors. it is 

a thriving place to experience music on many levels and in all types of music." 

As a professional musician, Joanna Steinhauser is happy to see Kalamazoo rece ive national attention for its 

music. Between Kalamazoo College and Western Michigan University and the downtown venues, she says. 

"there is no shortage of music festivals or concerts to check out, any time of the year. Many of my classical 

musician co lleagues perform in more popular musical groups. Barry Ross also regularl y performs jazz violin 

in downtown Kalamazoo." 

You can listen to Joanna Steinhauser's violin performances by visiting her website. And she will perform with 

Les Tung at the Atlanta alumni event on March 12. 

Photo 1 -Joanna Steinhauser 

Photo 2- Joanna and Les Tung 
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TRIPLE LOVE 

by Zinta Aistars 

This is a love story. A triple love story. 

Yes. a growing and sometimes challenging triple love-between two Kalamazoo 

College graduates and the city of Detroit , between these !vto and their alma mater, 

and between these !vto : Leigh Ann Ulrey '11 and Sam Brennan '11. 

Leigh .Ann and Sam met as incoming freshmen. She was from Texas: he was from 

Grand Rapids, then Northville in his high school years, a suburban area west of 

Detroit. A country apart, but Leigh Ann and Sa m connected at LandSea in Killarney, 

Canada, an opportunity that is part of the College's first-year orientation program. 

They have been together, meeting challenges side-by-side, ever since. 

It begins like this: "When I lived in Texas, I was looking at colleges somewhat 

nonchalantly. " said Leigh Ann. "Kalamazoo College kept sending postcards, and 

gave me a reason to take my search more seriously after I looked into what K had to 

offer, and that all started because I liked the funny name.'' 

On the basis of that funny name, or perhaps in spite of it , Leigh Ann applied to 

Kalamazoo College and , to her pleasant surprise, found it was everything she was 

seeking in a co llege education. Much more than "just sitting in a classroom." as she 

put it. and she liked the study abroad options and the ratio of professors to 

students. 

Moving so far from home was not a deterrent. "Of course, I missed my family, but I 

had moved six times by the time I was in 7th grade, so I was used to the changes 

that come with moving ." Leigh Ann considered it a change in cultures, and 

Kalamazoo College would introduce her to many more cultures. Once she had 

arrived. she knew she wanted to major in psychology. 

For his part , Sam Brennan did a general college search, looking for a small school 

with exciting opportunities. Ka lamazoo College fit the part. He would cross the state 

and major in anthropology and sociology. 

Both signed up for Landsea, Kalamazoo College's unique 18-day wilderness 

pre-orientation prog ram. 

Three years later they both came back as Landsea Leaders . 

"We didn't talk much until the last day of LandSea," Leigh .Ann smiled. ".And then, we 

talked. We couldn1 stop talking . We were up until 5 a.m. talking and found out we 

had a lot of common interests." 

It was a formative moment. and another such moment happened when Leigh .Ann 

heard Diane Seuss, writer-in-residence , during her first-year seminar. 

"She sa id you ca n't wait for opportunities to fall in your lap. I will always remember that." Leigh Ann said. "She 

was also part of the reason I minored in women's studies." 

Leigh Ann and Sa m shared a simi lar study abroad experience in Thailand . 

She said : "In Thailand , I learned to appreciate the value of people. how much knowledge and experience 

people have to share. not just the experts and top leaders ." 

He said: "In Thailand , I started thinking about sustainability. That experience was the seed for my interest in 

sustainability when I learned about taking care of farms. coral reefs. the islands." 

Leigh Ann's Senior Individualized Project was titled "Communicating Sexual Consent," and it combined her 

interests in psychology and women's studies. Sa m's was titled "Sustainable Development, Mi llennials, and 

the Pursuit of Happiness," outlining the tensions between capitalism and sustainable development and what 

his generation could do about seemingly irreconcilable differences. 

When the couple graduated in 2011 they considered: Where next? 

Leigh Ann had never been to Detroit before she had come to K, and even then, she'd been put off by the 

warnings she had heard. Detroit was the most dangerous city in the country, Detroit was a dying city, Detroit 

had little to nothing to offer- that sort of thing . Sam, meanwhi le, knew better. Detroit was pretty close to his 

home turf. He put Detroit as well as Chicago on his list of considerations for future 

career moves. 

"I was figuring out my interests, thinking about where to go ," Sam said, "and then I heard about City Year. and 

I was blown away." 

City Year is a part of AmeriCorps, with a mission to bui ld democracy through citizen service , civic leadership, 

and social entrepreneurship. Members mentor and tutor for a year to help youth avoid dropping out of schoo l. 

Sam joined up , and so did Leigh .Ann. 

It was at a talk given to City Year part icipants that Sam and Leigh .Ann first heard about Challenge Detroit . 

The end of their yea r with the organization was coming to an end. and they were once again facing the 

question: What next? The person giving the talk was Deirdre Greene, co-founder and organizer of Challenge 

Detroit, a partner organization to City Year, and she was telling her audience about her new organization. 

"Detroit is the city of opportunity," Deirdre said. "It 's not a city for the weak or the lazy, but those who are hard 

workers . Our criteri a for participants are that you have passion and an attitude of wanting to do something to 

revitalize this important city." 

W ith the loss of talent in Detroit over the past several decades, the city has taken a hard hit in economic and 

intellectual power. Challenge Detroit gathers young, innovative thinkers to live in the city for one yea r. Duri ng 

that year, they work to rejuvenate the city, each in his or her own way. As the founders, Deirdre Greene and 

Doyle Mosher, describe it , Challenge Detroit is: "One city, 10 tea m challenges , 30 

organizations , hundreds of leaders, thousands of innovative thinkers, a community-wide effort, an explosion 

of ideas." 

"For our first year, we had about 900 applicants. " said Deirdre. 'We narrowed those down to 100, and then 

we asked these applicants to create a one-minute video that we then posted on Facebook. 

People could vote on applica nts, and that narrowed it down to 60 finalists who then went on a two-day 

interview trip to meet a panel of professionals, tour the city, and spend some socia l time together. We brought 

it down to 29 applicants who have been hired for one year by 27 host companies--a couple companies chose 

more than one. Sam and Leigh .Ann are two of the 29." 

To have two people chosen from Ka lamazoo College , Deirdre said. was nothing short of remarkable. The 29 

fellows came to Detroit from across the country, and the competition was tough. Applicants were recent 

college graduates, with bachelors or masters degrees. Challenge Detroit was looking for a diversity of talent 

- business developers, artists, engineers, name it. The host companies for which they would work for that 

year would give them challenges to be innovative in their fi elds. 

Sam was hired as an environmental coordinator by Edw. C. Levy Company in Dearborn. " Slag processing is 

the core of the Levy business," he said. Levy provides services to steel mi ll s and specializes in asphalt 

production and paving, ready-mix concrete, mining and land reclamation. " Slag is a steel making co-product, 

something that has usually been seen as waste, but Levy had developed ways to use slag in asphalt, 

concrete. and as a soil conditioner to improve crops . What I like about Levy is that everyth ing we do has a 

"Thailand was 

the seed for 

my interest in 

sustain ability." 

foundation in recycling . Specifically in the sand and gravel mining area, we are 

already thinking about how we return what we mine back to the earth. It makes 

economic and environmental sense ." 

Meanwhi le, Leigh .Ann found her year-long employment with the Compuware 

Corporation. "I work in the culture, community, and diversity department," Leigh 

.Ann said. "Compuware was one of the first big companies to move back to 

Detroit during the slump when most businesses were moving out." 

Leigh Ann "does a bit of everything," she said, and works with a supervisor and one co lleague on outreach to 

the community. "It 's a very exciting, meaningfu l engagement . Right now, for instance , we are partnering with 

Habitat for Humanity. and Compwtare employees helped to bui ld a house for something we ca ll 'Project 

Welcome Home.' Out of about one hundred applicants, Habitat narrowed 

it down to 10, and then Compuware narrowed it down to one fami ly. a young couple with two little boys, 

chosen to rece ive the home. We don't just work with the family, though. We work with the whole community to 

identify and meet the needs to be a healthy community." 

Both love their new jobs , and both are hoping their employment will go beyond the one-yea r requirement. It 's 

not only a good job, however, that makes a good life. As part of their Challenge Detroit requirement, they had 

to find a place to live in the inner city. Mention safety issues, and Leigh Ann and Sam shake their heads . 

"Yes. yes. I know," Leigh Ann said. "Forbes magazine once wrote that Detroit was the most dangerous city. 

but that's out of context. Most of the violence against women here is within relationships, people you know. 

feel safe walking the streets here." 

"You'll see smashed car windows in every city," Sam added. "It feels no different to me to walk the streets of 

Detroit than Kalamazoo. Downtown Detroit is one of the safest downtowns in the country. I definitely see 

Detroit as a place I would like to stay." Sam thought for a whi le, then added: "Detroit is big enough to matter in 

the world. Being here ... it's part of something unfinished. I like being a part of 

bui lding it up again, and reinventing it ." 

The two strolled down the streets of downtown after a late afternoon meeting with Challenge Detroit fellows. 

discussing the challenges they were set to meet and overcome in their upcoming year whi le they headed 

toward home. They had been assigned ten such challenges. spread over the year, and the challenges 

included community impact, increasing food access, immigration, education, community 

enterprise, health and well-being , environmental and social justice, media messag ing, and arts and culture. 

"You know, when I came to Detroit. I ran into another K alumnus doing interviews for a host company with 

Challenge Detroit. who graduated a few years earlier." Sam said. "We were talking about our years at 

Kalamazoo College and the alumnus stated something that seemed very true to me. 'K people know how to 

think,' he said . 'We know how to go about solving problems- it doesn1 matter what major. That's what a 

Kalamazoo College education leads to."' 

"This has all been a very natural journey," Leigh Ann added . ".AJ I part of a larger picture. It was Kalamazoo 

College that made us feel like we could conquer anything ." 

Photo 1 - Leigh Ann Ulrey and Sam Brennan in Detroit. where they work today. 

Photo 2 - Leigh Ann and Sam as first-year students before the annual Monte Carlo event. 

Photo 3 - Leigh .Ann and Sam on a rainy hike in Thailand during study abroad. 
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TURNING LIVES 

by Kaye Bennett 

Sometimes-perhaps often-it's what students learn outside the classroom that has 

the most influence on their life's work. That 's certainly what D'Angelo Bailey '05, 

the current director of the Jeter's Leaders program of the Turn 2 Foundation, has 

discovered. 

As a basketball player at Kalamazoo College, Bailey was required during his 

freshman year to volunteer once a week at Kalamazoo's Woodward Elementary 

School. The oldest of 10 children, Bailey felt he 'd put in enough time being around 

kids at home while he was growing up. But the Woodward experience, he soon 

discovered, made him feel less homesick, and he enjoyed it. so much so, in fact, 

that he continued to volunteer there throughout his years at K. Bailey also became 

involved with Keeping the Doors Open, the math camp of John Fink. the Rosemary 

K. Brown Professor in Mathematics and Computer Science. The program selects 

and works with high-aptitude middle school math students in the Kalamazoo Public 

School system to keep their passion for the subject aflame. 

Bailey's time on the basketball court while he was at K also had a huge influence on 

his future. A point guard, he played his first three years at K, with the team making it 

to the NCAA Division 3 tournament his sophomore year. Then, during his junior 

year, a torn meniscus forced him off the court. Instead of playing. he spent his 

senior year coaching the junior varsity team and serving as an assistant coach of 

the va rsity team. Like his family, his teammates always made him feel like he was part of a close-knit unit , 

Bailey says. 

Bailey's graduation coincided with a tough economic downturn. ''The economy was tanking," he says. "Jobs 

were short for my class." He was ready to move back home to Chicago: ''I was going to take any job." He 

wasn't looking forward to doing that , since, throughout college, he had been the one held up as an example 

to his high school friends, most of whom-among those who had gone to co llege-had dropped out along the 

way and returned home to live with their parents. 

Then his Kalamazoo friends and K connections kicked in. A week before he was going to leave Michigan , a 

friend offered him a room in his townhome, so Bailey decided to stay on a little longer. He got a job with 

Residential Opportunities Inc. (ROI), which provides services to disabled children and adults. Then he got a 

call from Fink, urging him to contact the Turn 2 Foundation about an opening they had for a program 

coordinator. 

Turn 2 is a not-for-profit organization founded by New York Yankees shortstop, and Kalamazoo favorite son. 

Derek Jeter. Named for Jeter's Yankees uniform number, as well as baseball jargon ("turning two") for an 

infield double play, the Foundation aims to give young people a group they can "turn to." The mission of the 

Turn 2 Foundation is to promote healthy lifestyles among young people and to help them avoid drugs and 

alcohol. Since its launch in 1996, the Turn 2 Foundation has awarded more than $12 million in grants that 

have benefited thousands of young people. ~has programs in Kalamazoo, New York City, and Tampa, 

Florida. 

Bailey applied for the Kalamazoo-based Turn 2 job, kept his ROI job. and also accepted a coaching position 

at K. continuing to work with both the men's junior varsity and varsity basketball teams. In 2006. with a few 

minutes still unaccounted for in his day, he decided to go back to school. Somehow he managed it all. and 

earned a master 's degree in public affairs from Western Michigan University in 2009. 

Today Bailey is down to just one job, and he's able to devote all his attention to the Turn 2 Foundation, where 

he describes his work as leadership development for young people. In the nearly seven years he's worked at 

the foundation, Bailey says that more than 50 Jeter's Leaders have graduated from high schools in the 

Kalamazoo area. (Bailey notes that some of those graduates were among the Woodward School students he 

tutored in his undergrad days at K. ) The Foundation's Kalamazoo program consists of Jeter's Leaders. for 

high school students; Proud to Be Me. for elementary students: and Youth in Action. for middle schoolers. To 

enter the high school program students must have a 3.0 GPA, plus a commitment to serve the community. 

nour job is to 

enhance their 

leadership 

skills ... 

Most of the applicants are athletes, and many attend the Kalamazoo kea Math 

and Science Center as well as their regular high school. Turn 2 participation 

involves more than 120 volunteer hours per year, says Bailey. so it's a big 

commitment for already-busy youth. "These students have the potential to be 

great leaders, and they possess a lot of leadership skills ," says Bailey. "Our job 

is to enhance their skills." 

Some of the skills they enhance are public speaking, global awareness, and 

preparation for college. Jeter 's Leaders students are taken on co llege tours each year, and a summer 

service project brings the New York and Michigan youth together. The 2012 summer trip was to Washington, 

D.C. Previous summer projects included a post-Hurricane Katrina service project in New Orleans. 

Bailey credits Derek Jeter and his family, all of whom are involved with the foundation, for making Turn 2 run 

like a family. "They make sure they're available for us," he says, "and none of us wants to let each other 

down." 

Bailey says he has seen changes at Kin the area of diversity in recent years. When he first moved to 

Ka lamazoo, Bailey recall s that he was one of just 30 or so students of color at the school. Toda y, some 20 

percent of the nearly 1 ,400-member student community are students of color. Eileen Wilson-Oyelaran 

became president of Kalamazoo College the year Bailey was a senior, and he could feel the change. "She 

reached out to make everyone feel welcome ," he says. 

Now. he says. he feel s more like he and fellow students and alums of color are more "a part of the fabri c of 

K. " He recently became a member of the College's Alumni Association Executive Board . 

Although Bailey's college education came from K, he says, ··I learned a lot outside the classroom, and I found 

my career outside the classroom ." But when his famil y asks him, "Would you be doing the same thing if you 

had gone to a different school?" he answers, "Probably not." 

Inside or outside the classroom, on the basketball court or meeting with tomorrow's leaders, Bailey feels that 

his Kalamazoo College experience played a major role in the person he is today. 

Photo - D'Angelo Bailey 
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WORD POWER 

by Zinta Aistars 

Amy New day, director of the Writing Center (Room 110 in Upjohn Libra ry 

Commons), curls into the corner of the red couch and lifts a hand as if to punctuate 

her words. and says: "You WILL be judged. " 

Yet it's not Newday that will do the judging. She will tell it to you straight: it's the 

world out there that will judge you, outside of Kalamazoo College (and sometimes 

in). with every resume you send out, every cover letter, every corporate missive, 

every office memo, every report , and every proposal. Never mind what you hear 

about sticks and stones. ~ ·s the words that carry power. 

"We don't edit students' papers at the Writing Center." she says. "We help students 

determine how to succeed in the writing task at hand and work with them to develop 

the skills they need to succeed." 

Newday helps students at Kalamazoo College find power and meaning in their 

writing. The philosophy of the center is that anyone can learn to write well , and that 

everyone can write better with help. 

Having taught writing at Western Michigan University for three years. where she 

recently earned a Master of Fine Arts degree in poetry, Newday came to Kalamazoo 

College in 2011. She oversees 14 student consu ltants who , she says. essentially 

run the center. "I hire the consultants in the spring for the academic year ahead . A 

consu ltant should be able to work with a ll kinds of writers. not just in his or her own 

area of stud y, although I try to hire students for a diversity of expertise. " 

Allison LaRose '12 , an English and German double major and a recent graduate 

and former consultant at the Writing Center. talks about the importance of her work 

there: "At K, classes are incredibly rigorous. M. some point during their four years all 

K students will have to write at least a few essays requiring them to synthesize 

informat ion, and it is absolutely crucial that students have the tools to express 

themselves succinctly. Given K's strong emphasis on study abroad and global 

competencies, students will experience an easier transition writing in their second or 

third languages (or adapt to different writing styles and requirements) if they excel at 

writing in their first ." 

Teaching and learning go hand in hand. and travel both ways. Umang Varma '14, 

a mathematics major. has praise for his experience at the Writing Center: " I find that speaking to a peer about 

my writing helps me see my own writing with a new pair of eyes. Asking a peer consultant specific questions 

about the tone. content. clarity, logic, and structure of my piece can be especially useful in revising the piece 

as well as learning to think about my writing ." 

The Writing Center assisted 50 international students for whom English was a second language (ca lled ESL 

students) during the last academic year and 259 students total , tall ying 639 consultations for the year. 

Teaching students how to switch from one language to another is just part of what they do. 

"The consultant talks to the ESL student about his or her native language." Newday explains. " It helps us to 

help these students when we have an understanding about how his or her native language works, what 

challenges the student is facing. For instance, the sentence structure of the Korean language is very different 

from English. Knowing that helped us understand why the same issue kept reoccurring in the work of a 

student from Korea." 

Says LaRose: "The Center is making an effort to partner with other centers on campus, including the Arcus 

Center for Social Justi ce Leadership, the Center for Career and Professional Development, and the Center 

for International Programs. This year, the Writing Center wi ll be better prepared to address the needs of the 

school's growing international and ESL population. " 

The Writing Center is introduced to incoming students during first-year seminars, and subsequently the 

center is busiest in the fall quarter. As the academic year wanes, and as the student progresses to upper 

level classes, consultations drop off. M. mere mention of this trend , Newday's face clouds with frustration. 

"You WILL be 

judged!" 

"Students think they don't need help writing after their first quarter-but that 's not 

what we hear from faculty! " 

Then again, Newday says, faculty, too, could use a reminder of this inva luable 

resource. ··Professors can ask us to help students with a parti cular assignment. We can help more when we 

know the expectations of the professor. A frequent problem we see at the Writing Center is that students don 't 

understand the terms of the assignment." 

Students are invited to bring in whatever piece of writ ing they are working on- a research paper, a lab report, 

an application for study abroad, a Senior Individualized Project. or even a creative writing project. Bringing 

one's non-academic writing is fine. too. 

··w e won't try to get you to write what we think is a great poem. We wi ll help you write what you feel is a great 

poem," Newday says. "When else in your life wi ll you have the ability to get a free consultation to improve 

your writing?" She adds, " It's f ine to come here just to hang out, too . We have word games like Scrabble on 

our shelves, and I'm thinking about doing a word game tournament thi s year. Language is for fun , too." 

A hurdle Newday feels students need to overcome that may keep them from entering the Writing Center is 

"the culture that it is somehow not okay to ask for help. Any good writer knows that you never outgrow the 

need to revise. The better the writer, the more that writer will seek out ways to keep improving." 

The Writing Center is open Sunday through Thursday, 8 p.m. to 11 p.m. Students unable to v isit the Writing 

Center during regular hours, can e-mail amy.newday@kzoo.edu to request an appointment or call Amy 

Newday at 337.7381. 

Photo 1 - A group of Writing Center peer consultants . 

Photo 2 - Amy Newday and Peer Consultant Hannah Shaughnessy-Mogill '15. 

Photo 3 - The Writing Center is on the first floor of Upjohn Library, and Amy Newday and peer consultants 

like Jessica Farmer '13 make sure everyone fee ls welcome. 
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COMMUNITY BUILDER 

by Suzanne Curtiss '14 

In the summer of 2012 I met Jenica Moore '06 as she was preparing to move from 

the Solid Grounds house on Western Michigan University's ca mpus to the 

University of Notre Dame. It sounds so linear: Kalamazoo to South Bend. But 

Moore's community-building journey has hardly been that , not if you count Ecuador, 

Jordan. Nigeria, Israel. and Palestine! 

"Solid Grounds is a home away from home," explains Moore. " ~'sa place where 

students can come in , take a nap, watch TV, or even get a break from the heat and 

relax in the air conditioning. It 's a community of support for all students, regardless 

of religion or politics." 

Moore has built many communities in the six years since her graduation. pairing her 

passion for community development with social justice, at home and abroad. 

After serving a year as a Spanish interpreter in AmeriCorps in 2007. Moore won a 

$27,000 scholarship from Rotary International to promote peace and cultural 

understanding in Jordan. For one year, she studied at the Language Center at the 

University of Jordan in Amman and participated in two service projects there. 

N. the Madaba Youth Center, Moore partnered with Peace Corps Volunteers to 

create a sustainable education program for local children. The program focused on 

the recent growth of tourism. The program helped children understand Madaba as 

an important cultural center, where many visitors from around the world come. 

··we wanted to help kids not only understand why people were coming to Madaba, 

but also understand that their futures might be in the tourist industry," she explains. 

"Because of high unemployment, tourism would introduce jobs into the area. and we 

wanted the kids to know that it was something they could take part in." 

The program brought in spea kers to address the area's changing economic 

situation and organized a series of field trips to the va rious destinations that 

attracted tourists to the area. 

··Most of the children had never seen these places, even though they lived just 

minutes away." says Moore. 

Cameras in hand , the children took pictures that were later entered into a photo 

contest. The winner was announced at an event hosted by the youth center in 

which families, locals. and foreign visitors could vote for their favorite picture. 

Moore wrote and received a grant from Rota ry to support the youth center, securing 

enough money to buy supplies and ensure funding for the program the following 

year. 

The grant also benefited Gift of Life Amman (GOLA). a charity specializing in heart 

surgeries for Jordanian children. Moore visited with children, families, and doctors 

before, during. and after surgeries to provide Arabic-English interpretation and 

emotional support. Doctors from the U.S. completed 13 surgeries in 10 days. 

Moore lived with a host family in Madaba in order to fully engage in local culture. 

" It was a controversial move at the time because all of the visiting students had lived 

in Amman without host families for the past several years," she says. " I knew people 

would speak to me in English if I stayed in the city, and I wanted to learn the 

language. I wanted to cultivate community." 

Although Moore's grandparents were born in Syria, Moore did not speak or 

understand Arabic when she first arrived in Jordan other than the few words her 

mother had taught her. After a year of living with her host family and attending 

private tutoring sessions with a Peace Corps cultural advisor, she became fluent in 

Arabic. 

Although Moore moved freely among Muslim and Christian circles, she realized that 

her freedom had its limits. 

''I made a lot of Muslim friends at the university, and they often invited me to their homes to meet their 

families," she says. " I would never have been able to invite them to my home and meet my [Christian] host 

family." Although there are work environments and friendships among Christians and Muslims, some areas 

and some families experience higher religious tension than others. 

Moore returned to the U.S. in 2008 and began applications for graduate school, but then opted to become 

loca ll y involved with various ministry and social justice groups, including Solid Grounds. 

Moore first became involved with Solid Grounds her junior yea r at K, and in 2008 became part of a student 

leadership team that helped university students develop leadership skills through service to the community. 

She also served as social justice coordinator at the Wesley Foundation of Kalamazoo. In that position Moore 

worked to ca ll attention to local social injustices by organizing event speakers and service projects. She also 

developed a leadership team and designed leadership trainings for graduate and undergraduate students of 

Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo College , Kalamazoo Valley Community College, and members of the 

Wesley Foundation to create an educational and professional development program that collaborates with 

loca l nonprofit organizations. 

In the summer of 2011 Moore journeyed to Nigeria for two months as part of a collaboration with Rotary and 

the Christian Reformed Church. She shadowed professors in the Nigerian city of Jos who were working to 

improve access to education by addressing the root causes of violence in the Plateau State. 

As part of that internship , Moore participated in a Pentecostal research project in which she reviewed 

questionnaires given to local religious leaders. The purpose was to identify relig ious perceptions about the 

violence in order to create a discourse about possible peace initiatives. 

" I think the most important lesson I've learned through all of my experiences abroad is to interview, research, 

and ask your own questions," explains Moore. "Often what I hear is happening in the country is only part of 

the story." 

W ithin the last few days of that internship , violence broke out across the city, and Moore was able to observe 

the effectiveness of the peaceful measures put in place by the professors. One of the professors organized a 

group called Young Ambassadors, which trained Nigerian youth to recognize precursors of v iolence and then 

take steps to prevent it by reporting circumstances to authorities, especially influential religious leaders. 

Moore also worked with a nonprofit organization called Beautiful Gate. which builds wheelchairs for polio 

v ictims. 

"In all of my 

classes I 

received a 

social justice 

experience." 

''Without wheelchairs people with polio have no means of navigating Jos," she 

says. ··For them a wheelchair is access to education. " 

The organization is run by Ayuba , a polio sufferer whose primary education was 

delayed until the age of 19 when he finally received a wheelchair. He continued 

his education through law school , and now employs persons whose lives have 

been affected by polio. He also hires both Christians and Muslims, which is an 

uncommon practice in parts of Nigeria. 

Moore has appreciated the encouragement and independence that Rotary has 

given her to strengthen community across the world. 

"Rotary is there to help make the world a better place in the best humanitarian way possible ," she says. 

"They do an excellent job of offering educational opportunities and scholarships for people to help build local. 

national , and global communities." 

She says Rotary has complemented her K education. 

''It was at K that I was first encouraged to jo in Rota ry," she says. ··coming back from study abroad in Ecuador, 

my eyes were opened to the world. I talked to Angela Gross [assistant director in the Center for International 

Programs] and told her that I wanted to do more internationally. She suggested Rotary. " 

Moore then became involved with her local Rotary club in Comstock Park. Michigan. A year later the 

organization funded her trip to Jordan. 

''When I interviewed for the scholarship to Jordan , I didn't think I had a chance," she recall s. However, the 

committee was impressed with the breadth of her education, and she credits K for nurturing all of her different 

interests. 

" I was an English major with a creative writing emphasis, but in all of my classes I received a social justice 

experience," she says. 

Creative writing and socia l justice have become two passions that Moore intends to link professionally, and 

for two weeks in early .AI..Jgust. she traveled to Israel and Palestine with a group of American and Mexican 

writers and artists to do workshops with Israeli writers and Palestinian artists. Together, they discussed how 

creative writing can serve as a voice for justice. and what it's like creating art in conditions of oppression. 

Moore started graduate school at the University of Notre Dame in the fall. working on her M.F.A. in creative 

writing. After the two-year program, she plans to earn a Ph.D. in the subject, teach at the co llege level, and 

initiate cultural research projects during the summers. 

She would like to teach at a smaller school like K, where close, personal relationships with students are the 

norm. 

" I want to be the kind of professor that invites students over to her house to play euchre, like [Professor of 

Biology] Dr. Sotherland ," she says. 

Photo 1 - Jenica with loca l children in Jos. Nigeria. 

Photo 2 - Jenica with women in Rotaract, a Rotary for people ages 18 to 30. 

Photo 3- A worker at the Beautiful Gate Foundation. 

Photo 4- Jenica with Beautiful Gate founder Ayuba, at his shop in Jos. 

Photo 5- Edison, who lost the use of his legs to polio , navigates Jos with his Beautiful Gate wheelchair. 
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YOUR ORANGEZEST 

Carpe diem! Seize the day' That's what the Class of 2012 did when it came to their 

yearbook (formerly Boiling Pot, nowadays OrangeZest). And that's what alumni can 

do. too (those class years that are missing a yearbook). Especially the Class of 

2008-now, and quickly-so YOU can have your yearbook (a .k.a. OrangeZest) by 

Homecoming 201 3, the occasion of your fifth-year reunion. Can't think of a better 

anniversary present! 

First , some back story. The last publication of a yearbook had been in 2005. which 

meant no Boiling Pot existed for the Classes of 2006, 2007, 2008. 2009, 201 0, and 

2011. In addition, yea rbooks were never done for the Classes of 1987 and 1992. 

Director of Publications Lisa Darling enlisted Katy Sly '12 to take a stand and 

restore the College's yearbook tradition. They found allies in the Alumni Relations 

Office and the Archives (accurate yearbooks are vital for the College's historica l 

record as well as its publications). Darling and Sly and their team were willing to 

work hard (and they did! Check out the result !) to restore the tradition. but they also 

wanted to make some key changes. In addition to the name change (OrangeZesl) 

the new yearbooks will be published online, offering users the opportunity to read 

and peruse them there and even purchase a hard copy. 

And OrangeZest is what its editors call "crowd-sourced." meaning the content is 

created by the class members. In fact, no crowd , no yearbook. "We need students 

[and for those missing years, alumni] to submit photos from their four years asK 

students." says Shoshana Schultz '13, the editor of her class's OrangeZest. 

Alumni from any classes with missing yearbooks can begin to submit 

photos now. The OrangeZestforthose years will be assembled and 

presented on the occasion of the class's next reunion. 

Online submission is easy and quick, and the solicitation form elicits the captioning 

information so vital for fun and accuracy. "If you don"!' have digital copies of your 

photos," says Schultz, "you can visit your local photo shop and ask them to convert 

the prints to digital files. or you can scan them yourself.'" 

Alternatively, "you could send us your print photos with a return address and we'll 

do the scanning." adds Schultz, "but we cannot guarantee the photos will come 

back to you in the exact condition we received them. " 

The photos you choose can be any image that tells a story of important people. 

places. or moments during your four years at K. 'This could mean a photo of you on 

study abroad , a campus event your first year, or even a party off campus," says 

Schultz. 

But make sure your submissions have suffi cient resolution for printing (electronic 

and paper). "That means the file size of the image must be between one and 10 

megabytes (MB),'" explains Schultz. " If it's that size it can be any dimension." 

WARNING: Photos from Face book often do not meet this requirement. But , says 

Shultz, "Photos taken with iPhones and digital cameras, and photos that have been 

digitally scanned, are typically larger than 1 MB.'" 

Sly and Schultz have done their due diligence in terms of succession planning. 

OrangeZest editors for the next three yea rs have already been selected. They are 

Laurel Prince '14, McKenna Kring '15. and Kendal Kurzeja '16. 

And that brings us to the Class of 2008. Sharing the co-editorship of its yearbook 

are Donna Aguilar '15 and Associate Director of Alumni Relations Christy 

Honsberger. But it's up to the members of the class to create their own 

Orange Zest. Editors ~uilar and Honsberger want the Class of 2008 to have its 

yea rbook when class members return for their class reunion in October. For that to 

happen. they need submissions by March 1, 2013. 

"Seize the day, 

2008!" 

Seize the day. 2008! 

If you have questions or concerns, please e-mail 

Christy Honsberger, or ca ll her at 269.337.7246. 

Photo 1 - Shoshana Schultz and Christy Honsberger feel zesty when it comes to 

K's yearbook tradition! 

Photo 2- Bruce Cantor '86 does the limbo. (Boiling Pot) 

Photo 3- 2005 classmates on campus (from left): Megan Erskine, D'Angelo 

Bailey. and Lisa Findley. (Boiling Pot) 

Photo 4- Soccer players and coach (from left): Rachel Pitzer '12, Jenn Gateley 

'12 , Julia Schroeder '12, and Bryan Goyings '07. (OrangeZest) 

Photo 5- Students enjoy some R&R. (OrangeZest) 
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Swan 8/ack,wd/ Ramsey 

A Mind Like Thz~-

A MIND LIKE SUSAN'S 

by Zinta Aistars 

Susan Blackwell Ramsey '72 has likened her mind to a junk drawer --Dr a lint 

collector. She's wrong. Her mind is, well, A Mind Like This. That is, sheer poetry 

Indeed, it requires a quick ear to listen to Ramsey and follow her line of thought. Her 

line zigs, then zags. then squiggles and circles back again. Tangents are the rule. 

Trivia fascinates. 

A Mind Like This, Ramsey's new poetry collection, sizzled hot off the University of 

Nebraska Press in September 2012. Ramsey's poetry. like her mind, draws its own 

lines, surprises, wanders along tangents, and always thrills. Topics range from 

popular culture and literary history. to oddities of nature. environmental to human. 

Ramsey writes about needlework, and she writes about her hometown of 

Kalamazoo, and she writes about pickled heads and gardening and seducing Henry 

David Thoreau and too-small bladders and creating lace and Jimmy Stewart and 

Eric Clapton and Brahms. 

ke we there yet? That's the joy of Ramsey's poetry: it is a bottomless treasure 

trove, and one never knows what treasure will come up. In her title poem Ramsey 

writes: 

A Mind Like T/Jis 

is like looking through that drawer 

for Scotch tape and coming up instead 

with the instructions ;or the digital watch 

you threw away three years ago, a maze 

made of cheap pink plastic and three ball bearings, 

tile scisso1s you warned til em were only for fabric, a roll 

of the paper tape they gave you to close your eye 

for sleep that spring you had Bell's Palsy, and half 

a pack of basil seeds. 

Ramsey's poetic ties to Kalamazoo College start early and have no end. Those ties 

"Larry 

Barrett's class 

saved Emily 

for me." 

root back to Susan at age 7 and thread into today, with 

her attending twice-monthly writers' groups at 

Humphrey House with. mostly, other writers from 

Kalamazoo College. It's lifelong learning at its best. 

''I decided to be a writer when I was 7," Ran1sey said. 

''1\ily great aunt died, and the family had an estate sale. 

lVly aunt brought home an anthology of poetry." And the 

young Ramsey was hooked. Except for Emily 

Dickinson. Dickinson's poetry missed the mark for her, until (fast forward to college 

years) ... 

''Larry Barrett's class saved Emily for me. And Conrad Hilberry, the first class I 

took from hin1-l owe him for John Donne. I never recovered from Donne." 

Ramsey's choice of attending Kalamazoo College was accidental. "I lived in Livonia. 

Wait My sister's best friend's older brother was going to K. Maybe the choice wasn't 

accidental." 

Happy accident, if it was. Not only did Ramsey learn about poetry and recover lost 

and misunderstood poets at Kalamazoo College, she also learned how to knit. Read 

A Mind Like This, and the importance of hands busy with needlework begins to 

make sense. 

PaAran ~err oo..,, • ooox •• •~• '" .. o • .,.u ''I learned how to knit from a neighbor when I was 12," she recalls with her usual 

precision, "but it was at K that my roommate Carolynne [Dawson Gieryn '72] 

made me good Knitting became my fuzzy \fcllium. I could read and knit at the same time. Which isn't to say 

you should." 

It should be noted that Ramsey is knitting a fuzzy blue sock while saying this. 

"I have a motor memory," she says. "I just have to remember to swallow now and then." 

It could be that Ramsey doesn't kn~ while writing poetry (maybe), or while gardening (possibly), but both 

topics weave deeply throughout the fabric of her poems. All interests have literary roots. she says. The cover 

of her poetry collection is something like the detail of colorful lace, and this pleases her greatly. 

"I used to work in a bookstore-.Athena in dovmtown Kalamazoo--and covers are important to me. VJhen I 

saw the cover Univers~y of Nebraska Press had designed. it was better than what I would have chosen." 

The input of others has never lost ~s value to Ramsey, and that is why she maintains such close ties to 

Kalamazoo College. other alumni. and professors, even today. Every other Sunday. she joins a faithful writers' 

group gathering for many years. the last seven years w1th unchanging membership. 

"Di Seuss founded the group," she says, giving credit to poet and Kalamazoo College Writer-in-Residence 

Diane Seuss '78. "Every time we've 1net. what I didn't get from Di, I got from Con [Hilberry]. Di is the fastest 

good editor I've seen. She won't cr~icize. just gives you a ping on how to fix what's wrong." 

Over the years. Ramsey would bring her carefully kn~ poems to the group for feedback. She loves form, and 

her poems usually fit one-sestinas, pantoums, sonnets, villanelles, iambic pentameter. She ca lls forms 

"skeletons. not corsets," fleshing out each one to fit and enJOying the challenge. If a particular sest1na takes 

tv1o years to write and get right, that's just fine. All's up for grabs until the group approves it. 

Best friend and Kalamazoo College alumna, fellow poet and two-doors-down neighbor Gail Martin '74, 
attends the same writers' group "IVly first eyes," Ramsey nods. "If Gail ever dies, I have to stop writing Every 

writer needs someone to say NO to you. Groups help keep the balance. You have to cultivate your own 

weirdnesses, but you also need someone to smack you upside the head and say: 'Yeah. No."' 

Although Ramsey admits such groups can over-discuss and analyze a poem to its death, in general , "when 

your group tells you something is wrong with your poem, there is almost always something wrong. If they start 

to tell you how to fix it," a twinkle of rebellion sparks in Ramsey's eye, "they are almost always wrong." 

Enter Con Hilberry, and Ramsey lights up w1th admiration for her former professor and now partner-in-poetry. 

She still appreciates the good grade. 

"Susan's work gets more and more sophisticated," Hilberry says, smiling at her. As for a mind like hers, he 

says. "She's really connected to the world. The scraps of information that show up in her writing, amazing." 

The two sit on a sofa, huddled together and soon chortling with laughter, professor and former student, now 

equals sharing their work, clearly enjoying each other's company immensely. 

"You cherish these people," Ramsey says of her professor, of her group, of her lifelong connections to 

Kalamazoo College, and that's that. Some things are meant to last. 

BOOK REVIEW by Zinta Aistars 

A Mmd Like This, poetry by Susan Blackwell Ramsey 

Paperback: 112 pages 

Publisher: University of Nebraska Press (September 1 2012) 

Price: $17.95 

ISBN-10: 0803243383 

ISBN-13: 978-0803243385 

Susan Blackwell Ramsey's first poetry collection. A Mind Like This, is rich with humor. Read it and weep. 

probably with laughter, sometimes with a wince, but never because she missed the mark. It is humor knit with 

wit. laced with the outrageous. intertwined with the meticulous and wonderful detail that makes up life. 

Because we all know life is in the details. 

First collection. sure. but Ramsey is already well known (and well loved) in her community, and in the literary 

community far beyond the geographical one, for her poetic skill. This collection. after all , has been some 20 

years in the making, revised so many times, the poet says, that she's not sure anymore what's in it and what's 

not. 

I bet she knows. Ramsey's mind is crammed with detail , dates, places. odd but fascinating tangents. one 

branching off into another, and another, and another. She likens her mind to a JUnk drawer, but donl be 

fooled. These aren't the scraps; these are the poems that matter. Between the lines of seducing Jimmy 

Stewart. and pickling heads because we want to make things last, third wedding receptions and scarlet bird 

houses and useless beads that indicate an equally useless civilization, thawing turkeys and picking apart 

names like Kalamazoo. children in church and Pablo Neruda at Water Street Coffee Joint, Ramsey weaves 

pure and complex ideas, the deeper understandings of, yes, life. She gets it. 

Her mind is like that. It's like this poetry. Witty. clever. sharp. precise. The poets among her readers will 

recognize the forms she uses as skeletons to build upon, layering muscle, flesh , skin. Sestinas. pantoums, 

sonnets, villanelles, iambi c pentameter, yet nowhere does the poetry bog down with form. The flow is easy. 

even between giggles. 

And honest. She writes aboL~ Bell's Palsy, her own coping with it, and bladders that are forever too small to 

bear the hour-long wait. It's the honesty that makes the humor work. Yet for all the grins. this lacing of words 

is never w~hout beauty. "Joy. daughter of the difficult," Ramsey writes in a poem called "Washing My 

Husband's Ki~ Hose: A32-Bar Reel.'' Light requires dark. and such keen humor reqUires a knowledge of 

suffering. 

Ramsey's mind. never missing a thing. is just as likely to make a quiet observation that haunts long after the 

reading (from "Why I Hate Storytellers"): 

Good stories sneak up, they're glimpsed, overheard 

from the booth behind you at the diner, 

from the back seat, six hours into the trip, 

on the radio, half over when you tune in. 

Real storytellers are quiet, even reluctant. 

Casual is their camouflage After a long 

march, supper cooked, night coming down, 

the conversation passed around like a pipe, 

one voice starts ambling down a path that forks 

in unexpected directions and you feel 

the great beast purring next to }'OU in the dark, 

its bristly chin on your shoulder. lfs breath in your ear. 

Ramsey's voice of poetry is the one with its chin on your shoulder, its breath in your ear, and it is a voice you 

wi II want to listen to. again and again. 

Susan Blackwell Ramsey is the winner of the Prairie Schooner Prize in Poetry for 2011. Ramsey earned her 

bachelor of arts at Kalamazoo College, and her M.F.A. at the University of Notre Dame's Creative Writing 

Program, where she received the department's Mitchell Award. She has taught high school, gardened for 

hire, worked as a horticultural transparencies librarian, and for many years as a bookseller. She is now an 

instructor of spinning. knitting, and creative writing at the Kalamazoo Institute of kts. Ramsey lives in 

Kalamazoo. Michigan, with her husband, Wayne (with whom she raised three children), her knitting, her 

garden. and her Kalamazoo College writers' group closely circled in around her. 

Photo 1 - Susan Ramsey shares poems from her new book during a radio interview. 

Photo 2- Ramsey and her mentor and friend. Professor Emeritus of English Con Hi I berry, enjoy A Mind Like 

This. 

Photo 3 - A Mind Like This book cover. 
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LIBERAL ARTS OF VOLLEYBALL 

by Paul Morgan 

Whether driving a van full of volleyball players from Albion to a match, or a food 

truck selling healthy items around Kalamazoo, Kim Marble '10 and Bridgett 

Blough '08 carry a Kalamazoo College "More In Four" experience of which 

volleyball was an indispensable element. 

When Marble needs a pick-me-up after a tough match as .AJbion's assistant 

volleyball coach. the former Hornet volleyball player knows her former coach, 

Jeanne Hess , is just a text message away. 

"Recently, I sent Coach Hess texts about this-and-that," Marble said. "I have a close 

relationship with her and she impacted my life." 

"We had a tough year (Albion didn't win a match in the MIAA), but I always know I 

can text her and she will text me back an insp irational message." 

For Blough, vo lleyball and her economics and business major were paths which 

have helped the St. Joseph Lake Michigan Catholic graduate to start a business of 

her own, the Organic Gypsy food truck. 

"I loved volleyball and knew being active and physically fit , and eating healthy was 

something I wanted to keep doing after I finished the sport ," Blough said. "One 

professor who had a profound impact on my academics was Tim Moffit." 

''He and I connected beca use he's a small business lover." 

Marble went to Kalamazoo College because she wanted to stay close to her 

Parchment (Mich.) roots and also to play volleyball. She graduated in 2010 with a degree in anthropology and 

sociology, not exactly a conventional choice for most prospective coaches . 

"In my sophomore year. I had to declare a major and I was interested in traveling. I also thought that in 

coaching you have to understand the differences in people." she said. 

She admits she wasn't used to Hess' coaching style of not only building volleyball players but also building 

the person. 

"It resonated with me after a while," she said. " It's the process of helping a player find out what she wants to 

do next." 

Her degree has helped her feel more comfortab le talking to high school coaches and putting Albion's name 

out there as a possible destination point for their players. She's been putting on the miles as she drives 

around, seeing a lot of high school volleyba ll. 

However, because of her assistant coaching duties she wasn 't able to play in the annual Kalamazoo College 

alumni match which is held during homecoming weekend. Md the MIAAmatch on that Saturday was against 

Albion. 

"I couldn't play in the match because I had to drive the team van from Albion." she said with a laug h. 

Blough, 27, has had an athletic and an entrepreneurial spirit tugging at her since she arrived at school, and 

both invo lved we ll ness and food . 

"The wellness part was through Jeanne Hess because she talked about the wellness and holistic approach to 

being an athlete." Blough said . "Another component was the first-year seminar, and mine was about 

commitment, and how it's transformed into food." 

The seminar was the first time she rea ll y thought about the idea of farm-to-table and the importance farmers 

play in local economies. 

"After I graduated , I knew that being an athlete would influence what I wanted to do." she said. 

She worked in the health and wellness industry for five years as a personal trainer. yoga and Pilates teacher, 

and vo lleyball coach. 

"Then I rea ll y rea lized how much food had to do with the overall well ness of a person, and that was the 

missing component,'' Blough sa id . 

She went to Bauman College in Berkeley. Ca lif., and is now a certified natural chef. The Organic Gypsy food 

truck has just come together this year, and Blough still chuckles about what she 

"Oh my gosh, 

I've started a 

restaurant. .. !" 

has done in the past 10 months. 

"I thought about this and it's like. 'Oh my gosh, I've started a restaurant by 

myself,''' she sa id . 

She drives the truck from her home in Coloma to Kalamazoo and parks near 

Bronson Park. She also takes it to the Kalamazoo farmer 's market where she purchases her food. and she 

was open for business at various locations on campus during homecoming . 

"People ask what kind of truck it is because most food trucks are focused around one kind of food." she 

says. "I visited Portl and , Ore., to scout trucks, and that city has a French fry truck, a pea nut butter and jell y 

truck, trucks which are focused on one food item,'' she sa id . ''Because what I serve is from the farm, I have to 

be flexible with my menu ." 

"I like to do various things. but I always have a sandwich." 

She found an old oven which fits perfectl y in the truck. The problem was it wasn't a perfect oven. 

"I rea ll y wanted that oven." she said. ''I've spent so much money rehabbing it because it didn't work, so I 

probably should have bought a new one." 

She also makes her own root beer and maple syrup from Michigan-sourced products . 

While their days of playing volleyba ll are over, both Blough and Marble maintain their connection to Hornet 

volleyball , and both were grateful to be on campus for homecoming in their own unique ways. 

The best way to find The Organic Gypsy on the street is to follow it on Face book or Twitter. 

Photo 1 - Bridgett Blough and her food truck. (photo by Nadia Torres '16) 

Photo 2 - Kim Marble in conflicting colors at the Alumni \kl lleyball Game . 
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DEAR ALUMNI ... 

Dear A.lumni: 

Greetings from the Kalamazoo College A.lumni Association Executive Board 

(AAEB). The Alumni Association is YOU and almost 19,500 other K alumni 

throughout the country and the world. We want to help all K alumni find , use, and 

enhance this network through the College's online alumni directory. It is free and 

easy to use. Go to the Alumni Relations website and click on the "Alumni Directory" 

link. 

You can use this site (and the A.lumni Association) to find and reconnect with friends 

and classmates from K. And the Alumni Association can be much more. It includes 

people with whom you share a similar college experience; people with similar mindsets, interests, and va lues. 

These are K alumni who live in parts of the world to which you may be moving or traveling ... or K alumni who 

are employed at institutions where you may be studying or working ... or K alumni involved in businesses or 

professions of interest to you. I encourage you to use the Alumni Association to find these kindred spirits and 

expand your K network. 

The A.lumni Association provides other opportunities for connection. You can volunteer to assist current 

students by using the "Stay Involved" link. You'll also find on the website links to alumni events and online 

yearbooks. 

Each year the Alumni Association presents several awards during homecoming : Distinguished Achievement 

Award. Distinguished Service Award , Weimer K. Hicks Award , and Athletic Hall of Fame induction. Award 

descriptions. nominat ion forms, and past recipients can be found at the "Awards and Nominations" link. 

2013 features 

the first Young 

Alumni Award. 

The year 2013 will be the feature the first Young A.lumni Award, given to a K 

graduate of of the last 15 years based on outstanding achievement, personal 

growth in career, or exceptional professional , civic, and cultural service. AAEB 

would especially appreciate nominations for this new award. And we look fonNard 

to your invo lvement with the Alumni Association and Kalamazoo College. 

Best Regards, 

Bill Stoeri '78, President. AAEB 

Photo- The A.lumni Association Executive Board includes (1-r): front row -- Pam Brown Gavin '74, Stacy 

Semenczuk Shrode 77. Erin Price Charnley '02 , Kirsten Browne Bradford '92. Dafina Lazarus Stewart '95, 

D'Angelo Bailey '05. second row-- Erin Mazzoni '07, Sue Kleinsmith Saganich '83. Alexandra Foley Altman 

'97. West Nelson '81. Deb Tokarski Yourick '80, Bill Stoeri '78, back row-- Bill Wi lliams 71. Andrew 

Terranella '99. and Matt Bunkowski '00. Not pictured are Paul Levy '82 and Gail Raiman '73. 


