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SPIRAL JOURNEY 

by Kaye Bennett 

There is a lot of talk these days about professional women who are trying to find a 

balance between career and family. Karen Carney '93 could be the poster child for 

what she calls the "non-linear career path," a hallmark of people who alter the pace 

and intensity of their careers to best suit their family's needs. A Stanford-trained 

Ph.D. scientist who has worked for the U.S. government, environmental 

nongovernmental organizations (NGOs). academia, and the private sector, Carney 

recently decided to take a two-year "sabbatica l" to stay home with her two small 

children until both are in elementary school. So far, she's very happy about that 

decision, and she credits her willingness to take the risk to lessons she learned at 

Kalamazoo College. 

A native of Livonia , Michigan, Carney came to K to study biology and play soccer. 

Both endeavors have played an important role in her life since K, she says. 

Soccer. Ca rney says, was a central part of her K experience. Likewise , Carney was 

a central part of soccer through her years at K-so much so, in fact, that she was 

inducted into the Athletic Hall of Fame in 2008. Among the accomplishments noted 

in that induction: Carney was AII-MIAA first team all four years she played forK; 

MIAAmost valuable player in 1990; All-American second team in 1991; AII-Mideast 

Regional first team in 1990 and 1992; and team captain in 1992. She holds the 

school record for career assists, the second-place school record for goals in a 

single game, and is one of five members of the "40/40 Club," for a career 47 goals 

and 51 assists. Soccer taught her. Ca rney says, that " I like to lead, but not to be 

isolated. Being part of a team is really important to me." That bit 

of self-knowledge has helped her make career decisions along 

the road. 

Carney was interested in nature and science from a young age , 

but she became inspired to build her career in science through 

her interactions with Professor of Biology Paul Sotherland. She 

found Sotherland's classes and labs highly engaging, and he 

mentored her during a freshman-year internship. Carney built on 

that experience and did a junior-year internship at Point Reyes 

Bird Observatory (PRBO) in California, reaffirming her interest in 

natural history and birds. 

After graduating from K, Carney spent six years working as what 

she calls an " itinerant field biologist and ornithologist." She was 

hired by academic researchers and NGOs to conduct field work 

for three- to six-month stretches at far-flung locations, including 

California, Central and South America, and the Antarctic. She worked on a variety 

of issues in this phase of her life. The focus of her early work was on avian natural 

history and conservation. In the Antarctic, between 1996 and 1998, Carney began 

looking more broadly at ecosystems and climate change; she was part of a team 

examining the impact of climate change on the reproductive success of penguins 

and other sea birds. She says it was a fabulous time. but by age 26, she was ready 

to move on. Being a field researcher was exciting, but she longed for new 

challenges and more responsibility. Moving constantly also became an issue. 

''There was no sense of being part of a community," Carney says. 

Carney decided it was time to settle down and get her Ph.D. For that, she went to 

Stanford. There she studied ecosystem ecology, looking specifically at how land 

use and plant diversity in the tropics affect the amount of carbon and nitrogen 

stored by forests, which ca n be critical in assessing the contribution of land use to 

climate change. 

After obtaining her doctorate, Carney landed a postdoctoral fellowship at the 

Smithsonian Environmental Research Center (SERC) near Washington, D.C., to 

continue her work on climate change. At SERC she examined the response of 

ecosystems to the C02 humans add to the atmosphere. She found that soils , 

instead of absorbing much of this additional carbon and slowing climate change , 

can actually lose ca rbon under conditions of elevated C02 and accelerate the 

problem. Carney's husband, Taylor Ricketts (whom she had met in the Antarctic) 

had also landed a job in the D.C. area, at the World Wildlife Fund. 

While at SERC, Carney secured job offers from two well-regarded research universities, but she says she 

"just wasn't sure academia would be a good fit." Before she took the academic track. she wanted to try 

something more applied, and she was able to do this through a policy fellowship via the American Association 

for Advancement of Science (AAAS). which places Ph.D.s and engineers in government agencies for one to 

two years. Carney's assignment was with United States ,Agency for International Development (USAID). and 

her work was in the area of international forest conservation and biodiversity. While she missed having the 

opportunity to explore novel scientific questions, she felt her scientific expertise was of real value to the 

agency, and she liked applying her knowledge to real-world problems. An added bonus was travel, including 

trips to Brazil and Brussels, as part of a USAID team that provided technical support to field programs. 

Though she enjoyed the USAID work, Carney's fellowship only lasted for two years. so she needed to look 

elsewhere. She noticed that the most interesting work done through USAID was often conducted by NGOs or 

consulting firms, working under contract for the agency. That realization led her to a step she never thought 

she'd take: becoming a consultant. She had always had the perception, she says. that consulting firms were 

primarily focused on making money. But then she came across Stratus Consulting, an environmental 

research company based in Boulder, Colo., and Washington, D.C. After asking around, Carney learned that 

Stratus was known for its high-caliber research and that it focused on doing work that protected natural 

ecosystems and resources. Carney heard a client describe Stratus as an organization with the intellectual 

rigor of a think tank and the discipline of a consulting firm. Carney began working for Stratus in 2007 and 

says she loves the people she works with and the kinds of projects she has been able to take on. 

M. Stratus, Carney helped secure a wide range of projects from government agencies, foundations. and 

non-profits. Her particular focus has been research in support of the Climate Change Division of the 

Environmental Protection Agency, looking at the effect of climate change on ecosystems and the services 

they provide. Another main area of her work has been helping foundations evaluate the effectiveness of their 

environmental programs. In this capacity, she has helped lead projects for the David and Lucile Packard 

Foundation and the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation. 

"You learn to 

jump off cliffs." 

Stratus has been a great place for Carney, particularly at this point in her life. 

She and her husband have two children, Zoe , 5. and Lincoln, 3. Carney says 

that Stratus offers " incredible flexibility for families. " 

Carney's family had been based in Washington, D.C., since 2004, and they 

enjoyed the city. However, when her husband was offered the position of director of the Gund Institute for 

Ecological Economics at the University of Vermont, they jumped at it. Vermont was a bit more their style, says 

Carney, offering incredible outdoors opportunities. good skiing. and a less congested and less expensive 

place to live. 

Because of this last point, Carney found herself considering cutting way back on her hours for the first time in 

her career. She also was likely influenced, she says, by how open Vermonters are to slowing down to 

accommodate a growing family. In Washington, D.C. , nearly everyone she knew was focused on their career 

and personal achievement; it would have been isolating to step out of the work force. "I had the option to not 

work now." says Carney. " It allowed me to look at my life differently and to make different choices." 

She started by cutting down her work week. Stratus agreed to her request to cut back to 15 to 20 hours per 

week. But still it was clear to Carney that she wasn't getting enough time with her children. The opportunity 

to be her children's primary caregiver, rather than entrusting them to day care, won her ove r. 

''I knew I would regret not doing it," she says. Stratus continued to oblige. Starting in May 2012, Carney 

began working just two to five hours a week ("or less") for Stratus. ''I'm engaged at a very low level until I'm 

ready to jump back in ," she says. The plan is for Carney to increase her professional work time in two years. 

when son Lincoln starts kindergarten. though she acknowledges that this is still theoretical. Meanwhile, she 

keeps current by reading e-mail updates on policy. science, and some of the projects she had worked on. 

Right now, Carney says she's having a lot of fun focusing on her family in their Shelburne, Vt .. home. 

Still Carney acknowledges, ''It's a risky thing I'm doing. I'm not sure how easy it will be to ramp back up." But 

rather than focus on the very real risks of stepping back from her career, she tries to keep the big picture in 

mind and not dwell too much on career goals she may or may not reach. "I want to live a fulfilling life," says 

Carney. "It's not so much about the end goal. but the process." 

Karen Carney credits Kalamazoo College with helping prepare her to make such risky choices. She notes 

how the programs and professors at K push students to step out of their comfort zones, both to learn and also 

to enjoy the richness of what the world has to offer. She says, ''You learn to jump off cliffs. K instills in 

students a sense of adventure and an appreciation for non-linear paths to learning." 

Photo 1 - Karen Carney in the Antarctic. 

Photo 2- Karen and her husband , Taylor Ricketts, at Mitchell Falls in Australia. 

Photo 3- Karen and Zoe enjoy the cherry blossoms in Washington, D.C. 

Photo 4- Karen Ca rney graduates from the Ph.D. program at Stanford University. 
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THE WORLD IS HIS GRIDIRON 

by Paula M. Davis 

Watched by millions, Super Bowl Sunday is one of the biggest one-day sports 

spectacles on the planet. And at 2012's pinnacle gridiron match-up in Indianapolis 

(New York Giants, 21 , New England Patriots, 17) National Football League (NFL) 

executive Marc Reeves '95 was in the thick of it. 

The Kalamazoo College alumnus was busy hosting a global guest list in Indy 

because he is the league executive charged with growing the NFL's brand and fan 

base internationally, including in Canada, China, Japan , Mexico, and the United 

Kingdom. 

Popularity of the .American sport is burgeoning in places like London. where the 

NFL's yearly game at Wembley Stadium had a sold-out crowd of 86,000 last fall. 

So as Reeves worked behind the scenes at the Super Bowl to develop more 

international inroads for the league, what else was on his mind? 

''I thought a lot about K and its immeasurable va lue to me, " says the 1995 graduate, 

who was recruited for his current position with the NFL more than two years ago. 

Prior to that, Reeves held executive posts at IMG, one of the world's top sports

marketing and sports agent firms. 

But his career path toward the business side of sports. working on an inte rnational 

stage. began at Kalamazoo College two decades ago. 

A Toronto, Ontari o, native and tennis player, Reeves wanted to attend an .American 

college after graduating high school in 1991. The economics and marketing major 

felt U.S. schools would offer him a more personalized education than the large 

public institutions in Canada . 

.Among other options. he chose K for its "ba lance between academic st rength and a 

progressive tennis program ." Nevertheless. he adds, "I don't think I was expecting 

to fall in love with both the program and school the way I did. " 

Much of that surprise had to do Reeves's six-month-long experience in France 

during his junior year. 

When he chose K, Reeves wasn't even aware of the college's renowned study 

abroad program. But his experience overseas turned out to be the most important 

six months of not only his K years, but of his life, he says." lt was really crucial to starting to see the world in a 

different way and seeing the opportunities that are out there. That's where you rea lly, in a sense , find 

yourse lf," Reeves adds. 

As a Canadian citizen 400 miles from home and going to school across an international border, Reeves was 

already on study abroad by attending K. But he says moving overseas into the home of a family in 

Strasbourg. France, offered him even greater cross-cultural immersion. "You're living on your own. living with 

a family, and experiencing a totall y different way of life. As much as you know things are different over there. 

nothing really substitutes for the actual experience . 

··My interest and love of doing things internationally and on a global scale began there," he says. 

A lot of his love forK is also tied to the man who recruited him to the tennis team. Hornet coaching legend 

George Acke r. Around the office Reeves still finds himself quoting the late Acker with remarks such as, "If 

you're not part of the solution. then you're part of the problem" and "Good enough isn't. " 

"He taught us more about life than tennis. It was reall y something special. " says Reeves, who returned to 

campus from his New York City residence last summer to attend the coach's memorial service. 

In the early 1990s Reeves was a member of what former men's tennis coach Timon Corwin '86 

characterizes as an "incredible recruiting class." There were a number of talented players, and the team 

sizzled on the court. Corwin remembers Reeves as a hard -working , ambitious young man with a lot of heart. 

"He was very passionate about tennis and he was incredibly supportive of his teammates," Corwin says. "He 

never drifted from his commitment to the team. If anything , it got stronger every year. " 

Reeves always had a strong interest in the marketing side of sports. Even before attending K, ''I was very 

focused, from the moment I figured out I wouldn't be a pro athlete," Reeves says . 

While other young sports enthusiasts might have had Wayne Gretzky or Michael Jordan posters adorning 

their bedroom walls. Reeves idolized the likes of David Falk. Michael Jordan's agent . 

" I realized that people who I looked up to more than the athletes were the people behind the deals," he says. 

The USTABoys National Tennis Championships hosted annually at Stowe Stadium provided Reeves his first 

glimpse and entry into the sports marketing world. 

" I was all over all the various agents" at the tournament. Reeves says, armed with what he learned from 

researching the companies, including the two firms he wound up working for- ProServ and, later. IMG. 

Representatives from ProServ were impressed enough with Reeves to hire him. He spent part of his senior 

year working at the firm and on his Senior Individualized Project: 'T he Economics and Marketing of 

Professional Tennis." 

" I was a ground-level intern doing whatever work they needed me to do. From tracking down someone's 

rental car to answering fan mail. It gave me some fascinating lessons about how the industry reall y works." 

Reeves says. "It was the first time that I had a chance to glimpse behind the curtain." 

And the peek only fueled his determination to make it in that world. 

He also noticed that many of the agents were lawyers. After completing his ProServ experi ence and 

graduating from K, Reeves took an entry-level job at the Washington, D.C., law firm, Beveridge & Diamond, 

PC, a position secured through the help of K alumna Kathy Szmuszkov icz '77 . There he learned that 

although he didn't want to work in a trad itional firm he did want to earn a law degree. 

He pursued that goal at New Orleans' Tulane University because of its widely recognized and highly regarded 

sports law specialty program. M. Tulane Reeves also pursued an M.B.A and graduated with both advanced 

degrees in four years. The D.C. experience showed him a work world he didn 't want , and it provided an 

entree into the one he did . An attorney at Beveridge and Diamond had connections that led to Reeves's first 

job associated with the NFL. 

"I thought a lot 

about K and its 

immeasurable 

value ... " 

As a result of that connection. during his student years at Tulane Reeves got an 

internship with the NFL Players Association. He later took an internship with the 

New Orlea ns Saints in football operations and management . 

''Getting these jobs in sports is really hard. So you need a litt le extra help, and if 

you know what you want, you look for opportunities where you are to help deliver 

that," he says. "The lesson you lea rn is network , network, network." 

He benefited from another personal connection during his time at Tulane and landed an interview with IMG. 

He spent two summers working for the firm. first in New York and then in San Francisco, both unpaid 

internships . 

''All my friends from law school and business school were making a lot more money than I was (at their 

summer internships) but I was thankful for the opportunity. You do it beca use you have a vision," he says . 

That vision materialized into a fu ll-time job at IMG as soon as he graduated from Tulane. 

Reeves found IMG "a very entrepreneurial" place where he was supported in carving his own path. 

"I found ways to work on deals and help create value for the (clients) I represented, whether a sporting event. 

an athlete, or a property," he says. He worked his way up through the ranks and eventually became vice 

president of the company's consulting division. 

One of his major accomplishments was a $180 mi ll ion deal with FIFA(the world's governing body for soccer) 

to secure promotion rights for VlSAat the World Cup , the most watched sporting event on the planet. 

"We successfully secured these rights away from Mastercard. wh ich had held them for the previous 18 

years, " Reeves says. 

In a separate deal, Reeves worked on behalf of VISAs marketing related to the Olympics, both for the games 

in Torino in 2006 and in Beij ing two yea rs later. 

"Al l of the sudden I'm getting to combine two of my biggest passions" - sports and world travel. Reeves says. 

His work for IMG drew the attent ion of a headhunter who recruited Reeves for the newly created position of 

international commercial director at the NFL. 

··My experience of working rea ll y intensely to help VISA grow its brand outside the U.S. throug h sports was 

really well aligned with what the NFL was looking for," Reeves says. 

Since January of 2010. Reeves has led all of the marketing. fan development. and sponsorship for the NFL 

overseas, including the massive game at Wembley Stadium. 

"My scope is everywhere outside the U.S .. " he says. And for that , he's grateful to K. 

··From the life and leadership lessons learned from Coach Acker to getting the chance to go on foreign study 

and see the world to getti ng a foot in the door of the industry, K certainly played a big role," Reeves says. 

"That' s not to say I would not have been able to do it without K, but (the college) certainly was very helpfu l 

and monumental in getting here." 

Photo 1 - Marc Reeves, right, at the 2012 Super Bowl in Indianapolis. 

Photo 2 - Hornet tennis player Marc Reeves during his K playing days . 
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lived in the hall. 

CROWD IN ONE 

by Paula M. Davis 

''Great performance this weekend ," a staff member paused to praise Samuel 

Amoabeng '12 as the two passed each other at the Hicks Student Center. 

Flashing an appreciative grin , Amoabeng acknowledged the compliment for his 

latest performance dancing and playing piano at a variety show on campus, then 

hurried to his next appointment. 

Ps usual, it was a day crowded with activities, the way Arnoabeng liked to operate 

on K's campus, a place that offered him a lot more than he expected when he 

arrived four years ago. 

In many ways Amoabeng's life is an exemplar of motion, of boundary crossing. and 

of bustle. In fact, border crossings-both cultural and country-are routine for this 

young man of Ghanaian descent who was born and raised in Japan and came 

alone to the United States in the 1Oth grade for schooling. IV. that time he spoke 

Japanese and only a little English. 

Later, on the Kalamazoo College campus, the 23-year-old business major moved 

fluidly on stage as a talented dancer and choreographer. Ps a tennis player, he 

bounced between lines on K's courts, and his fingers danced on piano keyboards. 

accompanying other student musicians or playing solo. He earned his degree in 

business and studied abroad in Clermont-Ferrand , France. 

··He's so talented , it's incredible ," said Arnoabeng 's faculty advisor of four years, 

Professor of Economics Ahmed Hussen. 

Though with that talent and the desire to "do it all' ', it was no easy task convincing 

Amoabeng that there was virtue in not spreading himself too thin in college . 

.t>dvisor and advisee sometimes butt heads over that. 

The professor " is always making sure I'm not overdoing myself and that I am getting 

enough sleep," Samuel said. 

" It was a real challenge ," Hussen confirmed. "Sometimes I didn't feel I was being 

heard , but he did hear me. He just does things so well. and people know that , and 

so they want him to be a part of projects and performances." 

And Amoabeng wants to be in the mix too. He said he has an aversion to the banal. 

loves exploring, and is just plain curious. 

··I always like challenging new things, putting myself in an uncomfortable situation 

and working my way around it," he said. 

For instance, curious about the reputed antagonism that can exist in dorms between 

resident advisors (RA) and other dorm dwellers, Amoabeng became an RAin Hoben 

Hall his sophomore year. 

''I wanted to see what it was like to be on the side when people don't like you," he 

says. ··But then I ended up being really coo l with my residents." He attributes this 

good relationship to a commitment to be a "tool and resource" for students who 

That episode of Amoabeng's college career was not unlike the arc of his overall experience at K. That , too. 

didn't turn out as it could have or as he expected. 

Samuel's plan was to major in business and play tennis. Both happened , but he didn't count on falling in love 

with dance and choreography. 

During his freshman year, an RA introduced him to Frelon , a student-run dance company on campus. 

He hadn't danced much before college but once introduced to the energy and creativity of Salsa and 

Hip-Hop, Amoabeng said "I really got into it. 

''I really love performing, creating performances and teaching. I could easil y see myself choreographing, doing 

music arrangement on the piano and keyboard , and teaching Japanese," he said. 

How to bundle those interests into a ready career Amoabeng hasn't yet determined , and he's not sure that his 

family. who invested so much financially and otherwise, would support that. 

"Dance is a big part of Ghanaian culture , but it shouldn't get in the way of academics. It should not be 

something that you pursue in college," he said. 

··My famil y has always known that I like doing haphazard things, but I think they expected that I would settle 

down and just focus on one thing. But I'm still expanding. They're almost afraid that I will not be able to settle 

in one place," he says. 

Amoabeng came to the United States at the urging of his parents when he was a young teen. Business 

opportunities led the Amoabeng family to move from Ghana to Japan before Samuel was born , but when an 

opportunity to migrate to the U.S. arose for Samuel , his father supported the idea and encouraged his son. 

Amoabeng says that in Japan there 's a notion that the U.S. is something like utopia. ·· ~·s partl y fantasy and 

partly ignorance, but the sound of it was very enticing. So I didn't refuse that 

"I like putting 

myself in an 

uncomfortable 

situation." 

offer," Amoabeng says. 

His parents remained in Japan, but starting in his 10th grade year. Amoabeng 

attended school in North Carolina at Charlotte Country Day, a private prep 

school that takes pride in its international studies program and its English as a 

Second Language offerings. There , he learned how to speak English and about 

American culture. 

Amoabeng discovered that the culture of the southern United States contrasted with home in a variety of 

ways. He grew up in Tokyo, and Charlotte was a tiny community in comparison. And unlike his Japanese 

schooling where memorization was prized , his U.S. education put a greater emphasis on thinking creatively. 

When it came time for his next educational adventure Amoabeng learned about Kalamazoo College through a 

recruiter. An advisor at Country Day confirmed it was a solid institution, and an invitation to campus clinched 

the deal. Of all the campuses he visited, only K seemed to fit. 

And the K experience , according to Arnoabeng. turned out to be life-changing. "The college shaped me in a 

very unexpected way I think. It's like a mixture of academics, then friendships, and then the extracurricular," 

he says. 

Now that his time as a K student has ended , Amoabeng is looking for a job in the U.S. where he can use 

Japanese and English in business. 

But that search is not the only thing keeping him occupied. He's also working in the College's tennis program, 

teaching tennis, giving private lessons in Japanese. and assisting with a professor's research. And he plans 

to continue developing his artistic self. 

While in high school Amoabeng thought that a career in a large corporation awaited him following college. 

Now he's not so sure. 

Future plans include traveling around the world, continuing to explore other countries and cultures. That's 

been his way of life so far. 

" I have a very unique way of looking at things because of my multicultural background. " says Samuel. " I'm not 

limited to seeing one thing from one angle, and that's really helped me a lot." 

Photo 1 -Samuel Amoabeng picks grapes in a vineyard in France, where he studied abroad. 

Photo 2- Samuel (left) enjoys a class of wine during study abroad. 

Photo 3- Samuel dances in the annual Frelon concert. 
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KAHANIIN INDIA 

by Margaret DeRitter 

An 11-day trip to India in July left a Kalamazoo College theatre group feeling sweaty, 

tired , and acutely aware of cultural differences. But it also provided fertile ground for 

thinking and made the weary travelers grateful for their experiences on stage and in 

the bustling streets of varanasi. 

The 10 students on this adventure-a joint undertaking of K's Theatre .Arts 

Department, Center for International Programs and Arcus Center for Social Justice 

Leadership- were members of a spring-quarter class that devised a drama called 

Kahani ("Story''). based on their reading of Geetanjali Shree's novel Mai ("Mother") 

and other Indian women's writings. They presented Kahani in May at K's Nelda K. Balch Playhouse. then 

three more times in India. 

The play, which focuses on gender and power dynamics in an Indian family, culminated a season of K theatre 

with a social-justice theme. It was directed by guest faculty member lrfana Majumdar, of the Nirman school 

in varanasi (a K study abroad site) , who also taught the classes in which the students studied and exp licated 

Indian literature. 

The students-accompanied on their trip by Majumdar, two theatre professors. and the executive director of 

the Arcus Center for Social Justice Leadership-had some misgivings once they arrived in India, worrying 

that their production might seem a presumptuous effort by Americans to portray Indians and Indian cu lture, 

said actor and 2012 graduate Sam Bertken. But their director reassured them. 

''She to ld us we didn't come here to tell them what being Indian is like,'' Bertken said. "We were trying to show 

this family and the different levels of power within it , not beat anyone over the head with a political message." 

The students' fears were further relieved by the audience responses, Bert ken said. After one of the 

presentations, he noted , a man in the audience asked: "How do you know so much about us?" 

''It was cool because we were trying to bridge very disparate cultures with this production," said Bert ken. 

··Most of the feedback was that we had portrayed people in their own lives. " 

"That was a really nice exchange." agreed Ed Menta , professor of theatre arts and director of theatre at K. " It 

restored your faith in performance. It really showed that you can communicate things across cultures." 

The students' first performance in India was for staff members of Nirman and invited guests, the second for 

the general public, and the third for Nirman middle school and high school students. 

In some ways the students felt more at home performing Kahani in India than in Kalamazoo, said Menta. " In 

the States, audiences had a hard time reading some of the key moments in the play because of unfamiliar 

gestures and other cultural differences. In India, these moments were immediately legible to the audience," he 

said. ''The performance was greeted with great respect.·· 

" I think in India people's first response to the work was often of relating the family onstage to their own- 'You 

walk just like my dada (grandfather)!' or 'I was so sad when dadi (grandmother) died.' or 'My own mai jokes 

just like that ," wrote student actress Fiona Carey '14 on a Kahani blog set up by Professor of Theatre Arts 

Lanny Potts. 

The aesthetics of the production also gained a new dimension for Carey in India: ",AJI of a sudden, the fabric 

and the bricks and the props made sense. It was like they had come home. All the colors and textures fit a 

little better than they had fit on the stage of Balch [Playhouse]." 

A particular aesthetic highlight mentioned by several participants was the staging of the second performance 

in a courtyard filled with columns and statuary of Indian gods. The courtyard was located within an 

18th-century temple near the Ganges River that is now the private residence of a wealthy Indian citizen. 

"Lanny Potts rigged up this beautiful. warm lighting so the courtyard was bathed in this beautiful, warm glow." 

Menta said. "Seeing Kahani performed in that environment was really stunning. " 

" It was totall y gorgeous," agreed Bertken. " It was a rare treat to perform in a venue like that." 

''The performance was so effulgent, so sweet and apt and luminous that it would have been worth taking us 

there just for that ," wrote Carey. 

One damper on the evening was the extreme heat. which probably accounted for the audience numbering 

less than 100. said Menta. "We brought in fans. but we had to turn off some of them because people cou ldn 't 

hear the actors." 

Another challenge was the temporary loss of one of the lead actors. "One of our actors was feeling very ill 

and couldn't perform, and I was distracted by that ," sa id Bertken. ''The student who played Bhondu filled in 

for him so there was no Bhondu character that night." 

It was a valuable experience, however, for the students to face these challenges. Majumdar said. "The 

remarkable thing about theatre is that each performance is different, and performers have to adapt to different 

situations, and even emergencies." she wrote in an e-mail from India. 

The rest of the trip was also filled with challenges and rewards. for both students and faculty. 

For Jaime Grant , executive director of the Arcus Center, the trip spa rked thoughts about race, class, and 

gender, particularly because she was traveling with her "African-American. gender-queer partner." M'Bwende. 

"When I leave the hotel every morning , a group of rickshaw drivers instantly recognizes me and engages," 

wrote Grant on the Kahani blog. "When she leaves the hotel without me , no one notices her or offers. 

Whiteness, as always. is the magnet for help. service, and consideration." 

On matters of gender. Grant found herself "slow on the uptake" regarding dangers M'Bwende might face 

because of her non-conformity. Yet it was a relief when M'Bwende was perceived as an African male when 

they walked the streets because this meant they were seen less as Westerners 

"The courtyard 

was bathed in 

this beautiful 

warm glow." 

and thus felt more free to enjoy the everyday life in thi s rich city, said Grant. 

For Bertken , the trip produced profound feelings of cultural dislocation. Although 

he had previously studied in Japan and trave led with his family to China and 

Europe. "this was the most intense cultural divide I'd ever experienced." he said. 

"Everything is very. very different," he continued. " I had to get used to certain 

things. There was a very large spider the size of my hand living in the bathroom (of the hotel), and that's just 

how it was. After the monsoons, the street would be flooded and you couldn 't go anywhere. And I don't think I 

was dry the whole time. It was very, very hot and very, very humid. There were nights when the electricity 

would go out, and I'd wake up in a film of sweat." 

On a nearby street. "there were cars zooming past. people cooking on the streets. store owners shouting at 

you to buy something as you pass by," Bertken said. "There was a well near our place where people would 

wash themselves, and monkeys and cows and donkeys were walking around in the streets." 

Jane Huffmann '15 said she tried to rely on her intellect to feel grounded amid the frenzy, the mosquitoes, 

the monsoons. But she soon found that India rejected her "tendency to neatly place mind over matter. I was 

unable to compartmentalize all of the things I was seeing and feeling and smelling and tasting. " she wrote on 

the Kahani blog. 

Eventually, she gained a new perspective: "As soon as my gaze extended beyond my comfort zone , I saw a 

city full of vibrancy and a group of my peers with a brilliant knack for improvisation .... In this country you 

cannot look down. It is too alive. It is always changing." 

By the end of the trip, Huffman found herself wanting to "do things that are universally meaningful," to "find 

the fine, transparent, but unfathomably strong threads that connect all of us." 

Grant's head was spinning. " I know it w ill take me many months to sift through all of the layers of race. 

gender, class, and culture that I've been coursing through in my time here; I'm truly grateful for it," concluded 

her blog post. 

Upon his return to the States. Bertken. too. said he was still mulling over what he gained from the trip. But 

one lesson he certainly drew from the Kahani staging , he said. is that if you have good intentions. people of 

another culture will open up to you . 

''What we were trying to do ," he said, "was not comment on a culture but just present certa in things and let 

the audience ... draw conclusions for themselves about what was good, what was bad, what needs to be 

done. I think this is a much more effective way to effect change.·· 

Photo by Lanny Potts. See more photos and read the Kahani troupe's blog posts at 

http://kzookahani. blogspot. com. 

Photo- Kahani creators and cast members did three performances of the original play in Varanasi, India. 
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THE LARGESSE OF LESS 

by Ken Bowers '71 

For my entire adult life , I have made a point of living within my means, both fiscally 

and physically. Having enough material possessions to meet my needs, but no 

more, meant less stuff to buy and maintain. Taking good care of these items 

reduced the need to purchase replacements. which decreased not only financial 

demands but also the amount of trash to recycle. Avoiding the tyranny of debt and 

monthly payments by really owning my possessions has further freed my life. 

Residence hall living and an excellent K education in the physical sciences 

solidified these values. The residence hall experience pointed out just how little 

living space and how few personal possessions are necessary to enjoy a 

worthwhile quality of life. My academic training , particularly in physics, underscored 

the imperative for minimizing material consumption. Today. certain conventions once 

viewed as articles of faith are being revisited , based on the realization that limitless 

growth of the human economic enterprise is unsustainable. 

The big lesson is that there is no such thing as something for nothing. 

More than enough human-made assets exist currently for everyone worldwide to 

live a meaningful and materially secure life. We need to make do with less in order 

to ensure a viable future for the ecosphere, of which we are part and on which we 

depend. We must downsize the extent of existing human-made assets and then 

ensure their equitable distribution. 

Views about standards of living in the (materially) developed world have largely 

been molded by advertising. Material consumption equated with standard of living 

has been advertised as desirable. But experience and the physical limitations of our 

planet teach us a different lesson. Stuff can easily become an impediment and 

burden. It has to be produced, bought, maintained. and ultimately disposed of. 

Intangibles such as personal relationships and a full appreciation of the natural 

world are free , yet priceless. 

Some argue that consumerism is hardwired into humans and offer as proof the large 

numbers of people who, by voice or action or both, consider it a virtue. That 's a 

circular logic about which our critical thinking should inspire skepticism. There are, 

in fact, many people who do not consider consumption a virtue, at least not until 

they are persuaded by advertising to do so. 

Consumerism requires the energy to create. use, and dispose of consumer goods. There is no such thing as 

free or totally clean humanly-useful energy. Some energy extraction methods are less damaging than others. 

but all methods come with consequences. Ideally, we should use the least destructive energy extraction 

methods and then confine our energy use to meet actual needs. And per capita, what is reall y required is 

very small by the standards of the materially developed world. 

We need nowhere near the size of housing units that materially developed cultures suggest we require. I live 

in a space of about 180 square feet in both my homes (Oakland , Calif. , and Duluth. Minn. ) That space 

suffices for personal use and for the equipment I need to work. and yet I don't feel cramped , in part because I 

haven't accumulated a lot of consumer goods I don't need. My utility costs are miniscule by the standards of 

my culture. Both of my homes are units that have been subdivided out of a larger building-getting more use 

out of an existing structure. In part because I haven 't purchased a lot of things, my property is paid for, so 

there is no monthly payment required for me to live in my homes. One great benefit of having low utility bills 

and no monthly payments is freedom from a fiscal treadmill akin to indentured servitude that for many people 

includes a grueling commute to the job required to keep up the payments. 

When it comes to commuting. too many people too often think their choice is limited to one: the personal 

automobile. But the manufacture and the use of a car ca rry a cost to the planet. Huge amounts of materials 

and energy are required to build each one, and they require enormous amounts of energy to use. They 

pollute. They are often stressful to use in heavy traffic and over long distances. And they require a massive 

effort to properly dispose of, even with recycling of the recyclable components. Electric cars are advertised as 

a cleaner alternative to their gas-powered cousins. but the electricity has to be obtained somehow, with the 

attendant consequences. Automobile-related infrastructure is expensive. and the demand for the private 

automobile (sometimes more than one per capita) is not balanced with real need. 

I have a car that I use as my work vehicle-a 20-year-old Geo Metro XFi which gets 60 MPG with no hybrid or 

plug-in features. My previous work vehicle was a \NIJ Squareback (40 MPG). I do home rehabilitation work , 

formerly the main activity of my construction business , Plumb & Square, and now done on a vo lunteer basis 

It's doable and 

liberating! 

for those unable to maintain their homes or pay for such maintenance. (Many of 

the Plumb & Square jobs also involved subdivision of larger properties into 

smaller units.) So I use my car, but mostly I walk, cycle , or use mass transit for my 

daily transportation. 

Those modes of transportation help me achieve an energy consumption profile within the global per-ca pita 

sustainable range. I have enjoyed a high standard of living without a high level of consumption. It's doable 

and liberating. My specific way won't work for everybody, but each of us, in our own way, can achieve a 

sustainable level of energy consumption if we're passionate and creative in directing the trajectories of our 

li ves. 

Earth is our beautiful and bountiful home , which we share with fellow inhabitants. And of those inhabitants 

humankind is a very small fraction with influence and power disproportionate to its numbers. With that power 

comes the responsibility to appreciate and care for our home and for our fellow inhabitants, human and 

otherwise, with whom the famil y of humanity is absolutely interdependent. 

It 's time to steward , appreciate, and cherish. It's time to care for ourselves and our home. 

Ken Bowers graduated from Kalamazoo College in 1971 with a degree in physics. His varied career 

includes actuarial work (Met Life). founder and owner of Union Art. a photography and graphics business, 

and of Plumb & Square, a contracting business specializing in residential rehabs. Semi-retired currently, he 

has a residential properti es business called Harmon-Hoben Properties, named after the residence halls he 

inhabited as a K student. He also uses his retirement to lecture on ecology and do all he can to help 

steward a physi cally and fiscally sustainable and socially j ust world. He's written a coupl e of books, many 

o,reds. and taught courses in ecology and sustainability. He would enjoy having a conversation on matters 

that fall within that purvi ew, and he can be reached at kenne.bowers@qmail.com. 

Photo 1 -The author, Ken Bowers '71, uses a car for work but relies on other, more sustainable, modes of 

travel for daily transportation. 

Photo 2- The author 's home. Fewer possessions mean more room in less space and , for Ken Bowers, more 

freedom. 



LIFE TRIP. BeLight. The eZine of Kalamazoo College http://www.kzoo.edu/beLight/articles/?issueid=36&id=159

1 of 1 8/14/2013 8:35 AM

LIFE TRIP 

by Suzanne Curtiss '14 

·· Pura vida" reads a wooden sign that hangs on the office wa ll of Kalamazoo 

College Head Volleyball Coach Jeanne Hess. 

''Pure life" in Spanish, pura vida is a philosophy of life in Costa Rica. A philosophy 

that has become both mantra and verbal reality check for the Hornet volleyball 

team. 

"Pura vida is our team slogan," says volleyball player and rising junior Quinn 

McCormick. ''It just means, ·rm good, everything's fine.· We say it when we're 

stressed. and it's a way for us to put things in perspective and remember our trip." 

McCormick is one of the 11 volleyball players that engaged in a K-P/an-esque 

13-day training trip to Costa Rica in June, and she was already on site. Coach Hess 

and the rest of the team met up with the math major. who, since March, had been 

studying abroad in San Jose at the International Center for Development Studies 

(ICDS) . 

The team participated in all aspects of an abbreviated K-Pian, including daily 

service projects, international engagement, individual home-stays with Costa Rican 

families. and an intense classroom experience. Hess believes the volleyball court to 

be "the best classroom in the world. " 

Every three years the NCAA allows athletic teams to travel internationally during the 

off season. In 2009 Hess journeyed with her team to China. In the fall of 2011 Hess 

wasted no time making preparations for another trip abroad. 

She made the decision to stay within the hemisphere and engage with one of K's 

study abroad partners, ICDS. Fundraising for the trip began in January 2012. 

··I wanted everyone to go on the trip regardless of their ability to pay," says Hess. 

"The team wrote to the people who support them in their lives and asked them to 

now support their dream of playing volleyball in Costa Rica." 

Parents and the community gave generously, and the dream became reality. 

In Costa Rica, the team faced fierce competition. traveling around the country to 

play eight matches. Competitors included the University of Costa Rica, club teams, 

the Costa Rica national and junior national teams, and the Athletes In Action Team, 

a Christian organization consisting of co llegiate (including Division I) players from 

nine U.S. states. 

"I was so proud of our team because we accepted every challenge," Hess says. 

"We competed with everyone. " 

In her book Sportuality: Finding Joy in the Games, Hess defines "competition" as 

"to work with." By working with each other and high-level competitors. the Hornets 

discovered their strengths as individuals and as a team, and, through the sport. 

explored both physical and spiritual boundaries. That process, says Hess, is what she means by "sportuality." 

The Hornets took pictures with every team they played with. They were able to improve their Spanish and 

help the international teams with their English. 

"We felt that we helped lower-level teams perform better. and the teams that performed at a higher level 

helped our team play better," says Hess. "We had this universal understanding even though we spoke 

different languages." 

This universality of the game is one of the takeaway lessons Hess wanted the team to understand. 

''It doesn't matter the venue , it doesn't matter with whom we compete, or the language they speak; it's still the 

game," she says. "We found joy in these games, we found strength in these games. and we found will in 

these games." 

Off the court. the Hornets found these same values in service with the Costa Rican community. 

ICDS divided the team into three service groups. One group worked with autistic and special needs children 

in daycare, another group worked with the elderly, and the third group volunteered at Franklin Roosevelt 

Elementary SchooL where they helped teach pre-kindergarten students English and set up a science fair for 

grades three through six. 

Hess ca lls the trip "an infinite loop of giving to and receiving from the Costa Rican people ," and states that no 

one gave more than their host families. 

"They welcomed us with open arms." she says. "We immediately became members of their families. " 

Hess became especially close with her host mom, though given the minimal difference in their ages, ''She 

was more like my host big-sister. " Hess laughs. Despite not speaking Spanish, Hess and her host mom were 

able to communicate through patience , understanding. gratitude. and the translator app on the coach's 

phone. In fact, the app enabled them to share some of their most meaningful moments. 

" In the middle of a conversation, I would speak or type in what I wanted to say because I wanted her to 

understand what I felt. " says Hess. "When I would play it or show it to her we would have these incredible 

moments of connection through technology." 

Hess is now Face book friends with her host mom's granddaughter, and plans to remain in touch with the 

family. even promising to return to their home in Costa Rica. " Next time I visit" she said to her host mom on 

the last day. "I will speak your language." 

The players, too, made strong bonds with their host families. On the day of the team's departure, a bus went 

around to pick up all of the players at their homes. Hess recalls a scene full of tears and smiles, and cries 

(both delighted and desperate) for the coach to take pictures of the players and their families. 

Volleyball is 

"the best 

classroom in 

the world." 

these connections." 

McCormick found saying goodbye to be particularly difficult. having been with her 

host family since her March arrivaL 

Before studying abroad. McCormick had not been away from her parents for 

more than two weeks, and she found tremendous comfort in being welcomed into 

a new famil y in Costa Rica . 

''I didn't expect we'd become so close," she says. "I'm glad I was able to make 

Hess says she's grateful to the Center for International Programs for its assistance and to ICDS for going 

"above and beyond the ca ll for hosting us for two weeks and for providing experiences that allowed us to 

bond. play, train , and experience the culture," she says. 

She doesn't know how the trip will affect the team's performance this upcoming season, but she is certain that 

team members will hold on to their experiences in Costa Rica for the rest of their lives. 

Hess says joy was the ultimate emotion of the trip and is glad that the team discovered their own "sportuality." 

She's currently in the process of beginning preparations for a children's "sportuality" book. 

"Team bias is indoctrinated into children at an early age," she says. "I think 'sportually' speaking , children 

need to understand that there's something greater than 'my team.' There's a leve l of competition greater than 

all of us and I wa nt to put that out there in children's language." 

Hess plans to involve K alumnus Bill Venema '59 , a pediatrician at Bronson Methodist Hospital , with the 

project because of his experience communicating and working with children. And to make it a true K 

undertaking, she will also enlist as illustrator art major and recent K grad Laura Burnett. 

There are more stories that Hess believes need to be told from a "sportual" perspective. and she hopes to 

have time to focus on these stories during her upcoming sabbatical (Ja nuary through Ma rch, 2013). 

For now. Coach Hess is focused on preparing her team for the upcoming fall season. She urges her players 

to remember the meaning of pura vida , to remind themselves why they play. and to never lose sight of the joy 

in the games. 

Read more and peruse photos of the life trip at the team's Q!Qg_. 

Photo 1 - Newly arrived in Costa Rica, the Hornet volleyball team poses before the words they adopted as a 

motto. 

Photos 2 & 3- Hornets celebrate a point against Santa Barbara in their first match of the trip, then take time 

for a picture with the team at the end of the match. 

Photo 4- Coach (and author) Jeanne Hess and K volleyball players with elementary school students during 

a day of working together. 
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HORNETS THRIVE IN NEW HIVE 

by Jeff Palmer '76 

The Kalamazoo College Athletic Field Complex is headed toward the finish line. Or 

perhaps we should say end zone? Goal? Home plate? Regardless, the $16 million, 

13-month project is drawing to a close . Here are some highlights of the highly 

anticipated facility. 

The new 25.000 square foot field house sports locker rooms to accommodate 

football. soccer. baseball. softball. and lacrosse. Women's lacrosse will debut as a 

club sport in 2013 and as a varsity sport in 2014. Men's lacrosse will follow. Both 

are spring sports. 

The field house also houses locker rooms for coaches and game officials, offices 

and team meeting rooms. conditioning and athletic training space. a banquet room, 

and the College's first geo-thermal heating and cooling system. 

Anew 9.000 square foot stadium services building houses concessions. storage, a 

press box that serves multiple fields, and MANY restrooms. 

A 133-space parking lot off West Michigan Avenue increases off-street vehicle 

parking and moves it away from neighborhood residences . 

Both MacKenzie Field (soccer) and Angell Field (football) feature artificial turf. Following a successful 

rezoning effort with the City of Kalamazoo. MacKenzie now sports stadium lights that may be used up to 60 

nights a year for practices and games. including intramural contests. Lights on Ange ll Field will be installed in 

four years, when the lacrosse programs are fully running. 

The combination of lights and artificia l turf means more efficient scheduling for Hornet athletic contests and 

practices. Student athletes will no longer have to leave afternoon classes early for home games (or avoid 

taking afternoon classes altogether). and varsity. club, and intramural teams can hold practices and games 

throughout the day until 10:30 p.m. (when K has agreed to turn off the lights)- with no worries about wearing 

out the fields. 

New natural grass baseball and softball fi elds- complete with new dugouts and other amenities-are slated 

to open for the spring 2013 seasons. (No lights on these fields.) Anew multipurpose grass fi eld (roughly 

where old Calder Field House used to reside) will also be open next spring. 

All fields have new seating. scoreboards. and public-address systems. The entire complex has new 

landscaping. pedestrian lighting , and a site-wide storm-water drainage system. 

"It's and 

investment in 

the College [for] 

all K students." 

"Our terrifi c new outdoor athletic facility literally levels the playing fi eld for our 

student athletes and coaches," said K President Eileen Wilson-Oyelaran. ''It's 

an investment in the College that all K students, parents, alumni, and fans will 

enjoy for many years . It will help Hornet coaches and K admission officers in their 

recruiting efforts. and help propel us toward our enrollment goal of 1 ,500 

students." 

The first Hornet athletes to use the new facility were football players who 

reported for practice on Aug ust 10, followed by the soccer teams a week later. Women's soccer hosted the 

first home contest at the site on September 7. ··c ommunity Night" will be held Sept. 26 to invite the 

Kalamazoo community to see the changes at the site. A dedication ceremony for the entire facility will be held 

at 1 PM, Oct. 20, just prior to the Hornet football game during Homecoming weekend . 

Visit VNNt.kzoo.edu/sports for more info on these events, to see photos of the renovated athletics fields, and 

read about the fall sports program at K. 

Visit WVN~.kzoo .edu/g iving to lea rn how about a special Fields Commemoration Program and other 

opportunities to provide financia l support to Hornet athletics. 
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BELOVED PROFESSOR PASSES 

by Jeff Palmer '76 

- Former Kalamazoo College professor and administrator was a pillar of the 

College and local community-

- Memorial service will occur in Stetson Chapel, Sunday, Sept. 23, at 2 PM-

Wen Chao Chen. Ph.D. , a farmer's son from rural China who became a celebrated 

Kalamazoo College educator and civic leader, died August 13. 2012, at Friendship 

Village in Kalamazoo. He was 92. 

''Dr. Wen Chao Chen was an extraordinarily loving person," said Kalamazoo 

College President Eileen Wilson-Oyelaran. ''He especially loved Kalamazoo 

College and the Kalamazoo community. He worked tirelessly for decades to help 

make each the best it could be. 

"Dr. Chen had a brilliant mind and a gift for bringing people together. He often said 

he felt fortunate to be embraced by the community, but the people who continue to 

be touched by his legacy know just how much his life enriched all of ours." 

''Chen," as he was known to most, joined the faculty of Kalamazoo College in 1950 

as professor of political science. During his 36-year career with the College. he also 

served as librarian, director of academic services, dean of special services. vice 

president, acting president, and executive director of the L. Lee Stryker Center. He 

also helped establish the Heyl Scholarship program, which brings outstanding area 

high school graduates to Kalamazoo College to study science and to Western Michigan University (WMU) to 

study nursing. 

Throughout his ca reer Chen was a mentor to countless Kalamazoo College students, faculty, staff, alumni, 

and several presidents. His impact was so significant that he was repeatedly honored by the College. He was 

a recipient of Kalamazoo College's Weimer K. Hicks Award , which honors current or retired employees who 

have provided significant long-term contributions to the College. and he was named a Fellow of the College , 

Emeritus. 

Shortly before his 1986 retirement a faculty resolution acknowledged the College's ··long history of debts 

owed" to Dr. Chen,'' his "steady hand" as "a source of security and reassurance,'' and his commitment to K as 

'·a treasured resource." 

In 1998. Chen's friends and former students provided more than $1 million to endow the Wen Chao Chen 

Chair in East Asian Social Sciences at the College. In 2000. he and wife Lilia. a long-time substitute teacher 

in Kalamazoo Public Schools and a gifted artist. created a scholarship fund for art students. 

During and after his years at Kalamazoo College, Dr. Chen was also active in local civic, business, and 

cultural matters. He co-founded the Michigan Festival of Sacred Music and helped establish the Kalamazoo 

Network, which developed leadership opportunities for women. He also helped establish the Kalamazoo 

Forum. which brought together business and academic leaders to discuss communitywide issues. and the 

Core Council of Governments, which sought greater cooperation among Kalamazoo County municipalities. 

Wen Chao Chen was born October 14, 1919, in Chen Village, Fenxi County, Shanxi Province, China. He was 

one of seven children. M. the age of six he began working on his father's 33-acre farm. After several years in 

small village elementary schools, an older brother paid for him to attend a boarding school and later an 

American-administered Christian missionary training cente r. 

Before he could complete high school , however, the Japanese army invaded 

China. and in 1937 Chen's family was forced to flee the fighting. For several 

years. he worked a series of jobs as a tax collector, medic. and newspaper 

proofreader. in addition to taking some college courses. 

"He had a gift 

for bringing 

people 

together." 
By 1943, Chen was a lieutenant in the Chinese Army assigned to translation 

duties with United States Army forces in China. Toward the end of World War II, he was among 100 Chinese 

translators sent to the U.S. for further training. When the war ended, he enrolled at Grinnell College in Iowa 

where he completed his bachelor's degree in political science. He went on to earn a master's degree in public 

administration and doctorate in political science. both at St. Louis University. 

Later. while teaching at Kalamazoo. he earned a master's degree in library science from the University of 

Chicago. He also was awarded honorary degrees from Nazareth College, WMU. and Kalamazoo College. 

Chen became a naturalized United States citizen in 1983. 

In addition to Lilia. his wife of 62 years , Dr. Chen is survived by sons Michael (Niki ) of St. Charles, Ill. , and 

Philip (Janet Lootens Chen) of Ann Arbor. Mich.; and grandchildren Alice Chen of San Antonio , Tex.; Megan 

Chen of Falls Church, Va. , and Dylan Chen of Ann Arbor. 

Memorial gifts may be directed to the Wen Chao Chen Chair in East Asian Social Sciences at Kalamazoo 

College, 1200 Academy St. , Kalamazoo, Ml, 49006. 

A memorial service for Dr. Wen Chao Chen will take place in Stetson Chapel on the Kalamazoo College 

campus on Sunday Sept. 23 at 2:00 PM. 
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LIVE THE QUESTIONS 

by Jane Parikh 

Reg Wilson's fi shbowl expanded with every trip he took while a student at 

Kalamazoo College. 

Wilson, a 1970 graduate, says he was "really a bumpkin" and "fresh off the farm" 

when he left his native Fruitport, Michigan. to attend K. A standout wrestler in high 

school. Wilson was persuaded by coach, athletic director, and physica l education 

professor Rolla Anderson to come to K. 

''K for me was my window to the world ," Wilson says. "My sophomore career 

service program was an internship at a bank on Wall Street. I had the good fortune of meeting a mentor there 

who introduced me to the art. culture. and architecture of New York City. It was my pri vate graduate course in 

learning to see new places. 

"I came back to K and realized that going from Fruitport to K had been a bigger fishbowl, and when I came 

back from New York I realized Ka lamazoo was a little fishbowl." 

The bowl expanded with his foreign study in Sierra Leone, an experience that included travel across the 

Sa hara Desert via Timbuktu en route to Morocco. Traveling to and throug hout Afri ca had always been on 

Wilson's wish list. />5 a young man he read and re-read books about that part of the worl d. 

" I'd taken all the courses in M rican studies at K. and then I went to Africa and saw the poverty, and I was 

tota lly blown away and switched my major to economics with a focus on economic development. " 

By the time he returned from Africa , Wilson said he felt like a global citizen. 

''It was an amazing transformation in four years. Kalamazoo College was my ticket out of Fruitport to see the 

world." 

After his senior year Wilson, a conscientious objector to the Vietnam War. decided to leave the country. He 

sold his few belongings and headed to London. He had a yen to go back to Sierra Leone. but the country at 

that time was on the verge of a coup, and a former professor of Wilson's who was living there at the time 

discouraged him from coming. 

''I went to a London travel agent and flipped a co in for the Far East or the Middle East. " Wilson said. ''The 

travel agent said they had a special going on trips to Beirut. I arri ved in Beirut broke and not knowing 

anybody. 

"By chance. I bumped into a Lebanese guy at a falafel stand who I'd known at K who told me there was a 

village in southern Leba non in need of a teacher. You meet K people in the strangest places around the 

world. " 

Wilson spent two years teaching in that village before the urge to travel set in again and he found himself in 

the company of two young Frenchmen who were on their way to India in a van. He traveled overland with 

them as far as Iran where he decided to stay for awhile. 

He learned the language. put some money together. and started a furniture factory in Isfahan, Iran. 

''I was there for four and half years until the Iranian revolution started. I left overland by bus to Turkey with an 

Iranian girl I later married, and we ca me back to the states," Wi lson says. ''That was quite a decade ." 

The knowledge he gained through his travels has served him well in the business of making money. He has 

started several businesses in financial services as well as an outsourcing company in India. Between work. 

pleasure. and ph ilanthropy he has traveled to more than 90 countries. 

W hile on a scuba diving trip in Borneo five years ago W ilson sa id he began contemplating what he reall y 

wanted to do with the rest of his life. Thoughts of traveling and painting soon gave way to the creation of an 

organization called Cultivating Your Legacy. He is writing a book based on 

"It's much more 

difficult to make 

the world a 

better place 

than to make a 

lot of money." 

conversations and interviews he has had with successful people about their 

transition from success to significance . 

"When a person gets to the third stage of their life, they can retire and take 

cruises or get engaged in making the world a better place," Wilson said. "People 

who are contributing feel engaged. ~ ·s almost an act of personal redemption. 

''It 's much more difficult to make the world a better place than to make a lot of 

money." 

The Cultivating Your Legacy system is based on thousands of discussions during 

Wilson's 30 years of experience as an entrepreneur, investor, and advisor to many of the nation's most 

successful executives. family businesses, inherited wea lth holders, and international families. Those 

discussions focus on matters of succession planning, transferring wealth to future generations, tax, 

compensation , phi lanthropy, and fami ly dynamics. 

In addition, Wi lson and his wife, Gina Ross, an international pioneer in cross-cultural therapy, co-founded the 

International Trauma Institute 10 years ago to develop community-wide so lutions to the psychological trauma 

resulting from war. famine, displacement, and natural catastrophe. 

A lifetime spent asking questions and questioning everything began for W ilson at K. 

''I was not an 'A student. My priorities were exploring, fun , and adventure," he says. But he learned the 

questions to ask and says he repeats the importance of thi s ad nauseam to young people with whom he 

speaks. 

··Don't worry about the answers , get a good grip on the questions," Wilson says. ''You have the rest of your 

life to learn the answers." 

Photo - Regg Wi lson speaks with K students during a recent Professional Development Institute on campus. 
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BROAD SKILLS AND PASSION 

by Suzanne Curtiss '14 

PASSION. 

It's a common word with extraordinary power for new Kalamazoo College Assistant 

Professor of Economics and Business Amy MacMillan. She hopes her work will 

help make passion a guiding principle for her K students. 

It was her "passion" for marketing that sparked MacMillan's 15-year business 

career, or as she prefers, journey. Much like life , her journey through the corporate 

world was not a straight line. 

"To some people it doesn't make sense," she said. 

A beneficiary of a liberal arts education herself. the English major graduated from 

Colgate University. With only one business class under her belt, accounting. 

MacMillan moved on to the financial management program at General Electric . 

Although she completed the two year program and learned valuable skills, she 

realized that finance was not her passion. 

"My heart wasn't in it ," she said. "I tried to turn everything into a marketing 

assignment." 

From there. MacMillan enrolled at Harva rd Business School and later secured an 

internship with Procter & Ga mble in brand management for Folgers coffee. After 

graduate school she went on to work with the company as a brand assistant for 

Citrus Hill orange juice. 

Two years later she joined the Sara Lee Corporation , where she worked for 13 years " in the U.S. and 

internationally, in every combination of full-time and part-time, balancing mom-hood with career-hood ," she 

said. 

M. Sara Lee she gained an extensive background in general business management and strategy, marketing 

strategy, global branding, new product development, adverti sing and promotion, team leadership and 

motivation, and profit/loss accountability. 

"I absolutely love new product development," she said. "It's great to come up with an idea. The real 

challenge is trying to share ownership of the idea with a team and motivate them to want to make that product 

happen and bring it to market. " 

MacMillan believes the process of new product development to be "a lot like birthing a baby." 

''Your advertisement is like the birth announcement," she laughed. ''You send it out and hope everyone likes 

your baby." 

During her journey. they often did. One of her many jobs at Sara Lee included product manager of KIWI shoe 

care. and in that position she conceived a breakthrough new product idea for women's shoes. MacMillan and 

her team achieved record incremental sales growth. 

Ma rketing excites Mac Millan because it's largely people-oriented. 

''You can't just sit alone in your office," she said. "Marketing is about sharing ideas, working with other 

people, and learning from your team." 

MacMillan is also drawn to other team activities, including sports. She has coached girl's soccer for a number 

of yea rs. and "I manage to injure myse lf in a variety of sports all the time. " she added. (In fact. at the time of 

our interview she had just completed an early morning swim , part of training for her new sports interest, sprint 

triathlo ns.) 

''I adore things that try to bring out the best in people," she said. 

Therefore , it is no surprise that when her family came to Kalamazoo she stumbled upon a career that she 

"loves wholeheartedly." 

MacMillan became an adjunct assistant professor and instructor of marketing at Western Michigan 

University's Haworth College of Business and taught there for seven years. 

··My students always laugh at me because I cannot wait to get into the classroom each day," she sa id. ''I get 

excited thinking about all the things we're going to do." 

MacMillan plans to bring this same enthusiasm to K. and she's eager to return to her liberal arts roots. 

She remembers the comfort she felt when she first set foot on K's ca mpus in 2003 for the Boys' 18 & 16 

National Tennis Championships. 

''The campus felt like home," she said. ''It felt like my college experience; like there was a little pocket here in 

Kalamazoo that welcomed me." 

MacMillan credits a liberal arts degree as the "best preparation for challenges in today's changing and 

complex global world." 

The liberal arts provides students with the broad skill s of problem solving, communication, the ability to work 

in teams, as well as the ability to see things from the perspective of other cultures. 

She is convinced that these broader skills are the most important to develop, given that the "marketplace 

changes too quickly to learn very specific skills only." she said. "While those specific skills will eventuall y 

become out of date, these broader skills will last forever. " 

"Liberal arts is 

the best 

preparation for 

challenges ... " 

MacMillan has already seen K students put these broader skills to use when she 

guest taught Associate Professor of Economics Patrik Hultberg's marketing class 

in 2007. 

"I was delighted with the discussions that we had in the classroom. the diverse 

backgrounds of the students. and the way they wanted to push things," she said. 

MacMillan has no doubt that K students will keep her on her toes, but says that 

she welcomes the challenge to teach such bright students and work alongside the motivated faculty 

members. 

She has worked with members of the K community throughout the years and served as a member of the 

Kalamazoo College Marketing Team in the summer of 2010 to help refine the College's branding. 

" I have tremendous respect for College faculty and staff," she said. Especially Kalamazoo College President 

Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran. she adds, "for her vision for the College and how she's been able to work with 

so many groups of people to make it possible." 

Mac Millan will begin the school year by teaching ··Principles of Marketing" but is bringing along some "new 

twists" with her as well. 

"Advertising and Promotion" is one of the new classes MacMillan will add to the course catalog and she is 

"spinning the wheels" to come up with more ideas. She is currently in the "rough stages" of creating a class 

that would combine gender roles with media. 

When asked about what K students can expect from her as a teacher, she smiled. ··My students laugh 

sometimes beca use I bring bags of props to class," she said. ''I'll test things out ; sometimes they bomb, and 

sometimes they' re really great. " 

MacMillan also places a strong emphasis on class participation. 

"We retain learning most vividly when we do the hard thinking ourselves." she said. "It's when a student 

makes an interesting comment , and we want to react to it. Discussion makes learning more memorable." 

Howeve r, the most important point she stresses is, of course, passion. 

MacMillan makes it a priority to motivate students and bring out passion about a topic by trying to make it 

relevant to the real world. She advises her students to choose a career path for which they have a passion. 

" If you are passionate about something you will be successful. " she sa id. 

Photos- Amy MacMillan, Assistant Professor of Economics and Business. 


