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CHANGING THE WORLD, FOR AND THROUGH 

by Kristine Sholly '11 

It's 2011, and the Mary Jane Underwood Stryker Institute for Service-Learning 

celebrates 10 years of engaging students, faculty, and community members in 

partnerships that foster collaborative learning and civic participation. Happy 

Birthday, "Mary Jane!" 

And thank you for programs that promote academic learning , personal growth, and 

civic responsibility in "K" students. Not to mention that. in the community, those 

programs achieve measurable results in areas as diverse as public education, 

public health, nutrition, fitness, environmental awareness, and community 

organizing. 

Service-learning is different from community service, according to the Institute's 

founding director, Alison Geist. Service-learning is the effort to move from charity to 

justice, from service to the elimination of need. Geist says: "Students work in 

programs they have helped to develop in partnership with community activists to 

more fully understand and address pressing social issues such as educational 

disparities, health promotion and disease prevention, community arts, hunger and 

food justice, sustainability, immigration rights , neighborhood revitalization , among 

others." 

It's important to remember "Mary Jane's" scholarly bona fides. The Institute 

originated with faculty co llaboration, stresses Geist. who worked with 

professors- in particular Bruce Mills, English; and Kiran Cunningham and Kim 

Cummings. anthropology and sociology-many of whom had created 

community-based programs on their own. Nevertheless, those professors and 

others recognized that a cohesive service-learn ing effort would expand the 

College 's tradition of innovation in experiential learning and extend its commitment 

as an "institutional citizen'' in the community that nurtures it. 

"Study abroad enabled students to cross geographical and cultural borders around 

the world ," says Geist. "But here at home, relatively few students had been crossing 

the street to learn from and contribute to the life of the City of Kalamazoo. " 

So in 1998, with a vision, a handful of courses and research projects, and two or 

three partnerships with community organizations, the Campus Community 

Partnership was established to engage students in the lives of their nearest 

neighbors. In 2001. Trustee Ronda Stryker and her husband. Bill Johnston. 

endowed these initiatives in the name of Ronda's grandmother. Mary Jane 

Underwood Stryker. Today, some 20 courses across the disciplines feature service

learn ing components; more than 25 student leaders coordinate weekly service

learn ing programs outside of courses: and the Institute works in long-term 

collaborative partnerships with more than 35 organizations each year . .About half of 

''K" students are invo lved in service-learn ing initiatives, contributing more than 

25,000 hours to community development each academic year. 

To date, more than 5.000 alumni have participated in Institute programs. 

Stryker also created an endowment to honor the late Marilyn LaPlante, who long served the College as vi ce 

president for student development and the institution's first dean of experiential education. The LaPlante 

Endowment provides funding for faculty innovation in service-learning and helps support the Institute's Civic 

Engagement Scholarship Program. 

The LaPlante Endowment, along with the Vibbert and Vonk Endowments. and grants from the Kalamazoo 

Community Foundation. Michigan Campus Compact. the Harold and Grace Upjohn Foundation and national 

foundations continue to support the Institute. 

And the Institute. in turn, supports the development of servi ce-learning courses. Some examples: 

• ··c ultivating Community" - Associate Professor of English Amelia Katanski 's first-year seminar. in which 

students work on various projects that examine the nature of personal commitments, focusing on engagement 

with and advocacy for food justi ce, environmental sustainabi lity. and the local food movement . 

· "General Psychology" - Associate Professor of Psychology Karyn Boatwright's class offered each quarter 

and providing students the opportunity to promote adult literacy and parti cipate in several long-term 

partnerships with Kalamazoo Public School students. 

• Associate Professor of Psychology Siu-Lan Tan's " Developmental Psychology." which inaugurated a 

Co-Authorship Project that has connected Woodward Elementary kids and "K" students in the creation of 

thousa nds of books, written and illustrated by the elementary students. 

• ··Pri sons and Public Policy" - Assistant Professor of Sociology Laura Ba rraclough's platform for study and 

action on the social and cultural repercussions of crime and incarceration in the U.S .. including successful 

rehabilitation and the barri ers that impede it . 

Civic Engagement Scholars, meanwhile. coordinate programs outside of courses that engage more than 350 

"K" students each yea r. Lisa Phillips '1 0, for example, was a Civic Engagement Scholar (CES) with "Keeping 

the Doors Open," a math enrichment program. She paired high-aptitude middle school kids with 35 "K' 
students for twice-a-week, one-on-one campus tutoring sessions that take place in Olds-Upton classrooms. 

CES Nathania Dallas '09 started an after-school program at Woodward that focused on gardening, hea lth 

education, and community awareness. Programs vary, and so do their challenges. 

"Both new and long-standing programs can take a while to navigate at first," says Da llas. "But whatever the 

situation. Institute staff members are exce llent at prompting your own solutions while providing a backbone of 

support , encourag ing you to move forward ." 

In his sophomore year Cooper Wilson '11 helped lead the Maple Street middle school program known as 

AMIGOS with classmate and fellow CES Kathleen O'Donova n '11 . This year the senior will continue working 

with the bili ngual tutoring program. "The key to our success was linking theory and practi ce. which is 

sometimes neglected in a strictly academic setting." says Wilson. (Wilson is one of only six college and 

university students in Michigan to receive a 2010- 11 Community Impact Award from Michigan Campus 

Compact.) 

The Institute assesses a potential community partnership by determining available resources, validating each 

project's educational purposes, and fostering relationships between faculty, students, and the organizational 

partner. Word of successfu l partnerships spreads throughout the community, sending other potential partners 

to inquire about the " Mary Jane." 

Beth Yankee, the principal of Woodward. praises the College's service-learning efforts. "'K' students have 

provided support for our students. and that support has helped them achieve measurable educational gains." 

she says . "I feel so fortunate to have crossed paths with so many talented, dedicated and intelligent 'K' 
students. They are really outstanding." 

Geist cites the Institute's relationship with Farmworker Legal Services as an exa mple of a collaboration that 

achieves multi ple aims. Each year. about a dozen of Maria Jose Romero-Eshuis's students in her course 

"Culture of Health and Disease in the Hispanic Community" (Spanish 205) work 

"The key to 

success is 

linking theory to 

practice." 

with FLS on environmental justice. housing, and education projects to assist 

agricultural workers. Throughout the year, aCES organizes panel discussions, 

advocacy campaigns. and forums on the working and living conditions of migrant 

farm workers. And during the summer the Institute's Community Building Interns 

perform research and work in the field to further FLS projects. 

Tom Thornburg, managing attorney for FLS, says, "Experienced. bilingual, 

committed Kalamazoo College students assist FLS in our mission of improving the lives of migrant farm 

workers in Michigan." 

Adds Geist: "That collaboration creates compelling opportunities for 'K' students to 'cross borders.' acquire 

intercultural understanding, and take action that add resses injustice-here in Kalamazoo . 

··People often think of 'service-learning' so lely as 'community service, ... she continues. ·· ~ ·s much more. 

consider it ·transformational learning."' The transition from taking individual actions that address symptoms to 

add ressing the structural causes at the root of the symptoms requires an understanding, for example, of how 

social policies contribute to educational disparities. Hence the need for ri gorous scholarship. "The 

experiences that come from community partnerships are funda mental to the overall 'K'-Pian. And combining 

scholarshi p with a rea l relationshi p with the community is a great way to learn." 

An essential element of 'transformational learning· is structured reflecti on. Structured reflection is integral to 

service-learning courses and allows students to explore challenges and question be liefs. Civic Engagement 

Scholars lead structured reflection sessions in which students explore the meaning of their service-learning 

experi ence and its relevance to their academic work, identity, and plans for the future. 

It 's not surprising that " Mary Jane" has won many awards. Among them: the 2005 Ca rter Campus Community 

Partnership Award. the 2006 Governor's Service Award for Innovative Mentoring Program (AMIGOS), and 

several local awards for various partnershi ps. More honors are likely, because the Institute strives for 

continual development of new, unique partnershi ps. 

Through service-learning experiences. students confront inequity and injustice. and develop critical 

understandings of their root causes. Then they must decide how they wi ll respond , how they will take 

"personal and social responsibility" as students and throughout their lives. It 's that kind of reflection-followed 

by action- that can transform a life and a community. 

"Mary Jane" changes the world for students, through students, and with the community. 

Picture 1 
The Mary Jane Underwood Stryker Institute for Service-Learning makes service-learning part of academic 

classes. About 25 students joined Associate Professor of English Amelia Katanski this spring to contribute to 

four community gardens throughout the city. They each work about three hours a week with an array of 

Institute partners to address food security and health at Ed ison School, Douglass Community Center. the 

Growing Matters Ga rden. and the Ka'desh Community Garden. 

Picture 2 

Oxen " Hershel" and "Walker"--on loan from Tiller's International-plow the Ka'desh Community Garden 

located on the City's north side, part of a service-lea rning project of Kalamazoo College's '' Mary Jane." 

Picture 3 

·· K" students Jamie Schaub (left) and Hailey Schurr provide some encouragement to the oxen. 

Picture 4 

Good soil and straight lines 
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FRONTLINE ACTIVIST 

by Chris Killian 

A fire of fairness has always burned inside Amanda Pustz. 

So it's probably no surprise that she finds herself on the front lines of one 

of the largest, most organized and sustained labor movements in recent 

memory; from the moment that Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker announced 

his intent to strip public employees in the state of nearly all their collective 

bargaining rights. 

Pustz, a middle school teacher in Madison, Wise. and a 1997 graduate of 

Kalamazoo College with a degree in History with a secondary education 

certification , would have nothing of Walker's so-called budget repair bill. 

She remembers when Walker's plan was announced in mid February. The news 

shocked her, along with several of her colleagues. 

''How could I not get involved? ," she said. ··we had to take a stand -and quickly." 

The leadership of her 5,000-member union, Madison Teachers Inc., met later that 

day. Emails between union members were exchanged. And. finally. a decision was 

made. 

Many teachers would stay home from work the next day in protest of the bill and to 

head to the capitol building to speak with legislators. When Madison Public Schools 

officials, who run the state's second largest district, determined that many teachers 

would not be showing up for work, they decided to close the district the next day. 

"We thought , ·we just shut down the district,'" Pustz said. "We could make a 

difference, or at least make people pay attention. I can't understand why some 

people don't understand what we're doing. Why can't we all rise together?" 

The fight had begun. 

On an afternoon in early March, Pustz found herself in a familiar spot, meeting some 

of her fellow union members, protest placards resting on their shoulders, at a spot 

next to the state capitol building. 

Moments later. they began marching -along with union members from the skilled trades, firemen, cops and 

everyday people who supported their cause- in a ring of democratic activism that encircled the capitol since 

Day 1 of the struggle, which garnered the attention of the nation. 

She spent a night in the lobby of the cap itol, one of hundreds who assembled in a huddled mass of humanity 

to protest what they call an unprecedented assault on the middle class and average working Wisconsinites. 

In many ways, Pustz has been in this protest march before , at least in a metaphorical sense. She's felt the 

rush of adrenal in and empowerment that comes with being a part of an organized cause before. 

She had always felt a strong sense of the need to advance justice from her time growing up in Ottawa, Ill., a 

city just southwest of Chicago. But that sense was strengthened in her time at ''K," a college she settled on 

after looking at several small private schools in the Midwest. 

The strong spirit of advocacy for social justice issues she found at "K" became the fertile ground for the 

activist that had always been within her to grow and flourish , she said. 

After several African-American professors resigned during her junior year, amidst some controversy, Pustz 

decided to get involved. becoming a member of the Coalition On Race and Diversity (CORD). she said. 

··My time at ''K" definitely played a role in my growth" as an activist, Pustz said , adding that several of her 

research papers at·· K" focused on the social movements of the 1960s and 70s. 

"Every day I go 

to work is a 

quest for social 

justice." 

The tenets of justice she learned at "K" are being put to good use , not just on the 

protest lines, but most importantl y, in her classroom. 

She teaches special needs students at Cherokee Middle School, where several 

of her students come from low-income and disadvantaged backgrounds. The 

invigorated labor movement in her state, as well as the near daily protests, 

provided several teachable moments for her students. 

" Every day I go to work is a quest for social justice ," she said." I'm not doing this for the money." 

In a controversial move. the Republican members of the Wisconsin State Senate signed Walker's bill after 14 

Democratic State Senators had fled the state to stave off a vote on the measure. Walker signed the bill a few 

days later. 

But the fight seems far from over. More than 100,000 protestors converged on the capitol on March 12 in one 

of the largest demonstrations ever in Madison. a city well known for activism. 

Talk of a recall effort to remove Walker and some legislators continues. 

But no matter what the end result. Pustz knows that she made her mark on history. 

''This is awakening a debate about economic equality," she said. ''A lot of different people are galvanized 

around this issue. The world is watching. The real question now is: What kind of country are we going to 

have? I want to be a part of helping to answer that question." 

Picture 1 

Amanda Pustz in front of the Wisconsin state capitol building 

Pictures 2-3 
Marching on behalf of collective bargaining rights 
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LIFE LAB 

by Francis Bonenfant 

Hike interrupted by encounter with unexpected amphibian! 

No, it's not the plotline of asci-fiB-movie. Rather, on February 17, 

Stephanie Norton was enjoying a leisurely walk along a trail in the Lillian 

Anderson Arboretum (the Arb) when she spotted a salamander. One 

would not expect to see a salamander in winter; but then again. anything's 

possible with Michigan weather. Such was the case on this unseasonably 

warm (mid-60s') mid-February day. 

Salamanders most often live near moist locations, and the Arb includes 

wetlands. So the sighting seemed. at first, no surprise. But Norton 

wondered if this particular individual was not your " normal" salamander. Was it, in fact. the 

endangered small-mouthed species?' She quickly snapped three photos and took a video 

with her cell phone. She then contacted both the Arb' s advisory committee and the 

Department of Natural Resources in Lansing. 

A number of herpetologists were consulted. After all, an endangered species is a rare find 

anywhere, but for Kalamazoo College, the possibility of such a sighting in the Arb could be 

especially important. 

Located in Oshtemo Township just south of M-43, the Arb encompasses 140 acres of marsh , 

meadow. pine-plantation. and second-growth deciduous forest and contains four miles of 

trails. Kalamazoo College stewards the land as a va luable resource for both environmental 

conservation and education. The College also owns the property, thanks to the late Lillian 

Anderson (Class of 1926), who donated much of the current holdings in 1982. In 2000, 

thanks to the generosity of Dr. and Mrs. Lewis Batts, Jr., the College added 31 acres of land 

along the eastern boundary of the original Anderson property. Lew Batts was a " K" alumnus 

(Class of 1943) and distinguished faculty member whose work continues to influence the way 

that biology is studied at "K." In tribute. the College named the spring-fed pond in the 

southeast corner of the Arb after Lew Batts. 

"K" is committed to the restoration of the Arboretum, and this work includes eradicating 

invasive species and restoring habitat diversity. Professor of Biology Paul Sotherland has 

long been involved with the Arb, including its official establishment (1998), serving as its 

former director, and working with students to lay out trails and boardwalks. Today. 

Sotherland continues to take his classes on field trips there. " It's a very important part of 

campus- a great resource," he says, especially for field courses. He also views the 

co llege's stewardship of the Arb as living laboratory for the management of green space. 

Ann Jenks, the College's director of corporate and foundation relations, adds that the Arb 

"offers opportunities for conservation, experiential learning, field research, spiritual 

contemplation, low-impact recreation , and community volunteerism .. , 

Despite those possibilities. the Arb overall is an underused resource , according to Binney 

Girdler, associate professor of biology and the Arb's current director. The biology department 

is the most frequent educational visitor for certain types of field work (in early May. for 

example. as this article was being readied for publication, Girdler's class discovered 

thousands of fairy shrimp in Batts Pond ) but the Arb's potential far exceeds its use. "A more 

physical presence is needed," she says, '' in thi s learning laboratory for the natural world ." 

That presence may help mitigate other problems that loom. Population growth and new 

commercial and residential construction in Oshtemo Township are pressure the Arb's 

boundaries and threaten the vitality and integrity the "contiguous wildlife corridor"-with 

shared plant, bird, and animal diversity- created by the Arb and one of its immediate 

neighbors: Oshtemo Township Park. Norton, who grew up in the Oshtemo area, said she 

finds it "disheartening to see the rapid commercial development in what used to be wetlands." 

In order to protect and sustain this environmental asset as we ll as expand the educational 

value of the Arboretum , Kalamazoo College is seeking to raise funds to purchase the original 

Anderson family homestead: a 5.2 acre parcel of privately owned land that would serve as a 

buffer for the Arb. 

In terms of educational value , the homestead not only has better access to a main road, it 

also has utilities which the current 140-acre Arboretum currently lacks: running water and 

electricity. The homestead land could become a staging ground and gathering space for 

educational activities, co llaboration with local community partners, and expanded land 

management. It could be used for equipment storage. sampling space, and a laboratory. 

Finding funding to acquire the homestead land is critical to "tapping the full potential of the 

Arboretum." said Jenks. 

And the college's fund raising goals extend beyond the acquisition of the Anderson 

homestead. Future plans include creation of a Center for Sustainability and the Environment, 

a key part of the College's vision for its future. Such a center would require improvements to 

the homestead and endowment support for expanded land management under a full-time 

director, and it would certainly contribute to the College's goal of "wise stewardship of natural 

resources." said Sotherland. 

After learning about the concept for the Center, li se Gebhard '62 and her husband , Russell 

"The Arb is a 

learning 

laboratory for 

the natural 

world." 

Schipper. gave a generous year-end gift to support the project. 

"The Arb is a perfect fit for me to give something back to my alma 

mater. " said Gebhard, "to give something to the community that 

I've been a part of for almost 50 years, and to educate future 

leaders in the area of the environment and sustainability, where 

enlightened leadership is greatly needed." (To make her gift , 

Gebhard took advantage of the extension of the IRA Charitable 

Rollover. one of several ways that a person can support the 

proposed center; if you are interested in making a contribution, 

please contact Teresa Newmarch at 269.337.7327 or 

newmarch@kzoo.edu. 

Students, too , have contributed to providing inspiration for what the Center could be. Eric Lambert's 

Ecological Philosophy class undertook service-learning projects aimed at "contributing to the College's 

thought and dialogue about how best to conceive of the Arboretum as a resource both for the College and 

wider community." 

Girdler hopes that the center would come to "embody everything we do well here at "K". It could become a 

base for expanding curricula and research opportunities, providing additional opportunities for co-curricular 

and service learning activities, invo lving the larger community, promoting general environmental sustainability, 

and even encouraging the presence of visiting scholars. 

Enter the small-mouthed salamander! An exotic, rare , or endangered species in the Arb would certainly aid 

the fund raising ca use. so Norton's findings touched off a concerted effort on to determine the species she 

saw in February. Alas. various salamander experts concluded that the salamander was NOT a small

mouthed species; instead it was the more common blue spotted sa lamander (Ambystoma latera/e ). 

But common for how long? Amphibians in general, including salamanders. have increasingly seen their 

numbers decline around the globe over the past few decades. ANew York Times article noted that the 

National Academy of Sciences has attributed this endangerment to, among other reasons, fungal disease, 

deforestation, and climate change. 

For that reason-rare species or not-Sotherland concludes that Norton's Februa ry sighting was '·pretty 

marvelous," and just the type of occurrence that "makes the Arb a special place ... " and makes a future 

Center for Sustainability and the Environment an indispensable space for the type of undergraduate 

education our planet requires. 

Pictures 
Amid-winter sun stroll by this little creature had ''K" hearts a'thumpin for a little while. The other pictures 

show students of various ages enjoying the ''Arb" in va rious seasons. 
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RISKING LIVES FOR DEMOCRACY 

by Sam Sedaei 

Sam Sedaei '06, Senior Director of Iran Programs at Nonviolence 

International, provides a unique and close-up view of ongoing events in 

the Middle East and Notth Africa-and the implications of those events 

on other countries. including Iran and the U.S. 

Sedaei was born and reared in Iran. At the age of 17, he moved to 

Chicago. Three years later he matriculated to Kalamazoo College, where 

fie majored i11 economics and eamed a minor in political science and a 

concentration in public policy. He traveled in Iran during the summer of 

2005, conducting a series of interviews that became the basis of his 

Senior Individualized Project. Based on that work, Sedaei was not 

surprised when Iranian activists launched the Green Movement in 

response to the fraudulent Iranian presidential elections in 2009. 

In 2007 Sedaei began work at Nonviolence lnternatJOnal, an organization that teaches 

activists in countries with repressive regimes about strategic and tactical civil resistance. 

Under his direction, the Iran Programs has translated into Farsi the writings of many 

well-known figures and movements in the field of civil resistance, including Martin Luther 

King and Mahatma Gandhi. In addition to his role at Nonviolence International, Sedaei has 

a/so been a longtime contributor to a number of different online publications, including the 

Huffington Post and PBS's Tehran Bureau. He has appeared on a number of media outlets 

and is an occasional political analyst on Farsi Voice of America Television . He was on air 

when the latter broke the news of former Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak's 

rr::linquishment of power. 

Sedaei served as executive producer of "Resistance .. , the soon-to-be released documentary 

that explores the parallels between the Iranian Revolution of 1979 and the ongoing Green 

Movement. His work during the last four years prompted the Iranian regime to place him on 

a black list, effectively banning him from his native country. And a recent book published by 

the regime on the subject of enemies to the regime dedicated a number of pages to Sedaei. 

His atticfe draws connections between his "K" educati on and his current work. He also 

shares his thoughts on recent and current events in the Middle East and North Africa, the 

likely changes to which those events may be leading, and the implication of such changes 

to other countries, including Iran, Jordan, Syria Saudi Arabia, and the US., among others. 

"/have always taken pride in being a "K' graduate," said Sedaei. 'and believe that my education there was 

critical in leading me to see myself as a citizen ofthe world, driven to do not just well, but also good' ' 

Immigration was the most consequential decision in my l1fe . I made that decision at age 16 after my arrest by 

the re ligious police in Tehran while on my first real date. Looking at my mother through the g lass at Mehrabad 

airport as she choked back tears was the beginning of the difficult path from \klnak Street in Tehran to 14th 

street in Washington, DC. The journey was made possible by my experience at Kalamazoo College . 

.Although I had visited the United States previously, the idea of having to interact with Americans on a daily 

basis with my limited English seemed terrifying. I a lso had to grapple with major culture shock that began from 

my f1rst day at Lincoln Park H1gh School In Chicago. I was attending a coeducational school for the f1rst t1me. 

and I watched students go through metal detectors. For a while the d ifficulties and the feeling of being 

different from everyone else made me doubt whether I would ever be happy in the United States. The thing 

that sustained me was what had led me to choose this path: the unwavering belief in freedom and the 

American dream. 

I began my co llege search my senior year in high school. One morning my counselor pulled me aside: 

"Saman , have you heard of Kalamazoo College?" 

I said that I had n't . but was only interested in colleges in America. He laughed and introduced me to'' K" 

Mmissions Counselor Andy Stricker, who was vis iting my high school that day. 

Now I was more interested in University of Chicago and Northwestern than Kalamazoo. but Andy- and a 

campus visit a f ew weeks later- made me feel I was a unique candidate, and I felt sought after and valued for 

what seemed like the first time in a long time . 

Before ''K" . I didn't clearly understand the concept of liberal arts education. I knew I wanted to obtain a 

business degree and eventually pursue a lucrative career in the private sector. But as I began to fulf ill basic 

requirements from different department s. I learned about issues and topics that interested me in ways I had 

never imagined . N:. l took classes in literature, social sciences and humanities. I began to deeply care about a 

host of new issues. Dr. Griffin's ''Visions of America" first-year seminar led me to think about diversity, racial 

equality, and women's issues. Dr. Latiolais's ''Philosophy of Language" class taught me the power of 

language. Dr. Dugas· " U.S. Foreign Pol icy" c lass raised my awareness about the history and impact of U.S. 

policies on countries like Iran. And Dr. Stalls classes (" Macroeconomics" and "Industrial Organization and 

Public Policy'') expanded my unde rstanding of how government impacts ordinary people. 

During my freshman and sophomore )'ears I came to feel a sense of good fo rtune for having the opportunity 

to be educated at a place like "K," and my desire grew to find ways to Lise my education to advance the 

public good. Around this time I decided that, after graduation, I \Nould suspend my personal ambitions and 

invest three to four years of my life into Iran and the lives of young Iranians who did not have the same 

opportunit ies that I had been granted. 

I continued my studies in economics, but I also began work for a minor in political science and a concentration 

in public policy. The summer after my junior year I began my Senior Individualized Project (SIP), which was 

focused on the emergence of a st rong pro-democratic movement in Iran at a time when foreign policy c ircles 

almost exclusively fixated 0 11 Iran's nuclear program 

I traveled to Iran for five weeks to conduct SIP resea rch . When I returned to "K," I knew I wanted to help 

Iranians fight more effectively for the values for which I had moved to America and which I considered to be 

universal. This goal put me on the path to Washington D.C. In 2007 I was hired by Nonviolence International 

to direct a program to educate Iranians about the history, strategies, and tact ics of nonviolent c ivil resistance . 

During the last four years we have put together an international network of researchers , academics, and 

activists . We have translated into Persian a significant amount of materials about nonviolent movements from 

around the world, conducted research on nonviolent resistance in Iran's history, a nd distributed our materials 

and provided advice to Iranian activists as they launched the most serious challenge to the Iranian theocracy. 

This coming Algust. I wi ll have fulfi lled the commitment I made to myself at the end of my sophomore year at 

"K'' I plan to go to law school, but my commitment to public service will last for as long as I am alive. and this 

is in no small part due to my experience at Kalamazoo College. 

Over the past few months, the world has watched in amazement as people throughout the Middle East have 

risen in tens of millions aga1nst decades-old dictatorships. They have demanded freedom, democracy, and 

accountability from their rulers. f's we review these ongoing uprisings in the Middle East, there are important 

lessons for Americans to learn and conclusions to draw about the future role of the United States on the 

global stage. 

Dictators who have amassed significant power and billions of dollars don't relinquish power easily, and 

Mubarak was no exception. When Mubarak left office. I happened to be on the air of the Persian TV Channel 

of Voice of America (which, despite being illegal , is the most popular TV channel in Iran). The host stopped 

me to announce that Mubarak had stepped down, and she asked me to comment over the live images of 

jubilant crowds in Tahrir Square. It was such an honor to become a part of history in that way. Howeve r, I 

found it very challenging to speak about the success of Egyptians in that critical movement to the people of 

Iran, who surely were feeling envious as they had so far been unable to bring such fundamental change to 

the ir own country. 

In fact. although it is important to take hope from the success stories of Egypt and Tunisia, it 1s important to 

remember that not all similar popular movements have led to immediate success. In 2009, protesters in Iran 

"I began to 

deeply care 

about a host of 

new issues." 

had launched a popular movement in support of democracy. However, they faced 

the iron fist of Seyyed Ali Khamenei, one of the most ruthless strongmen in this 

century, and the Iranian Revolutionary Gua rd Corps. The latter has grown to tens 

of thousands of members and expanded its role in national and international 

companies, major infrastructural projects. sea ports, airports and smuggling 

netwo rks of alcohol and drugs w ithin Iran and of arms in Gaza, Southern 

Lebanon. Iraq. Afghanistan . and Africa. 

.As I write this artic le the people in other countries are struggling- but have not yet succeeded- to overthrow 

old dictatorships. In Libya, Muammar Qaddafi's willingness to use violence has led to the NATO and U.S. 

bombings of his air defense systems and the establishment of a No- Fly zone. but it has st ill not resLIIted in his 

departure. In Syria. Bashar Assad's regime has opened fire on thousands of protesters . And in Bahrain, the 

king, with the help of Saudi Arabia, has been engaging in widespread violence and k illing of the Shiite 

population that has risen to demand an end to discrimination. 

What should we Americans do? First . we must understand and acknowledge the courage and conviction of 

the protesters in the Middle East. They are faced with dictators that do not believe in human rights the way 

we do and often use religion to just1fy mass violence against their ow n people. 

Secondly, we should reassess our policies toward these countries. In 1953, Cold War fears prompted U.S. 

participation in a coup that overthrew Iran's Mohammad Mossadeq and instituted the unpopular regime of the 

former Shah of Iran. The repression of that regime resulted in the 1979 1slamic Revolution which established 

an anti-American regime that continues to this day. For the past 10 years the fear of terror ism has been 

manipulated to suggest a stark (and false) foreign policy choice: either support dictators who suppress human 

rights, or face AI Qaeda and the te rrorists. But the majo rity of people in the Middle East seek not Islamic 

terrorism but modern democracy. Indeed, many are risking their lives for it. And their courage should give us 

pause about abdicat ing the defense of unive rsal human rights in the name of "political realism'' 

This leads to my la st , and perhaps most controversial. point: For decades. the United States and modern 

democracies have attempted to pay a sort of "intellectual reparation" to former colonies. T his reparation too 

often expresses itself as a deference to rel igious and cultura l values that disregards the impact of those 

vaiLies on human rights and women's rights. fts a result we have been too sile nt on issues like female 

genital cutting and other repressive practices out of the fear of offending those who practice such actions. 

Like many, I was disgusted by evangelical minister Terry Jones' burning of the Qoran. and I was disgusted by 

the equally fundamentalist responses around the world , most particularly the violence in Afghanistan that cost 

the lives of 12 United Nations staff 1n Mazar-i-Sharif. But I was particularly dismayed that high-ranking U.S. 

officials condemned the one abhorrent act (Jones') but vtere virtua ll y silent on the bloodshed in Afghanistan. 

For me, this is an example of a selective silence that cannot coexist with people's desire for democracy and 

universal rights. ~ is an example of a ··currency" of repa rat ion that comes at too high a cost. 

France recently banned the wearing of burqas that cover the face . Regardless of how one feels about the 

law, the ban demonstrates that even this socially tolerant Western democracy is drawing a line and 

advocating that certain values, such as human rights and women's r ights, are more important than 

unconditional respect fo r religious or cultural values that inhibit those ri ghts. 

I li ved in Iran for nearly 17 years. What cultural va lue can justify a system that allows the testimony of a 

woman in a court of law to count half as much as that of a man? We Americans must be less apologetic about 

our support for absolute and unconditional respect for universal values of freedom, self-dete rmination, and 

human rights, even-and I would argue, especially-when these values are contrary to religious t eachings. 

In the long-run. rea lism and idealism are not opposing values the y go hand in hand. 

Picture 1 

Sam at h1s office at Nonviolence International 

Picture 2 

Appearing on Persian Voice of America 

Pi cture 3 

On air minutes after the fall of Mubarak 
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GOING HOME 

by Alan Dee '70 

The familiar old bromide has it that ''You cant go home again," but I just did. For the 

first time in more than 20 years and only the second time since I was graduated 

more than 40 years ago, I went back to Kalamazoo College. In one intense 14-hour 

day I was able to tour the campus and meet with professors, administrators, and 

students. I found that I could go back home again. It was very familiar, but, like me. it 

has changed and evolved. Hopefully my evolution over the years has been as 

positive and downright inspirational as the College's. 

My visit had its roots in an alumni gathering I attended a few months ago in my new 

hometown of Sarasota , Florida. After peppering President Eileen Wilson-Oyelaran 

and representatives from the Alumni Relations and College Pdvancement offices 

with questions, and taking far more than my share of the discussion time, they 

finally urged me to schedule a visit and see for myself. That's just what I did. 

What did I find? 

First , the physical plant was different in two ways. There are new buildings, most 

notably the Dow Science Building, and some of the older buildings (that were new 

in my era!) have been remodeled extensively. A common theme seems to run 

through them ; they clearly have been designed to facilitate and encourage 

interactions among students, faculty and others, even alumni from 40 years ago 

who have returned to campus. 

Hicks Hall , wh ich incorporates the dining room, bookstore, facilities for student organizations, lounges, and a 

coffee bar, appears to be the center of student life , and deservedly so. It is open, airy, light, comfortable, and 

an ideal spot to get away from the pressures of academic life. 

Upjohn Library also has had a major facelift and now features a light and open reading room. a coffee bar, 

and small lounge areas for students to take a break from studying. 

The second aspect of the physical plant that I noticed immediately is that everything is very nice, welcoming. 

comfortable, clean and we ll-maintained. The down-at-the-heels aura of my day seems to be a thing of the 

past. 

There remains a need for further improvements. The athletic areas seem to have been forgotten over the 

past few decades, but , all in all. it was good to see the physical plant of the College in a very good , 

comfortable condition . I'm told that the athletic complex at Angell Field will soon undergo a big renovation. 

If the physical plant was good and interesting to see, the students I met blew me away. They all were quite 

smart and very industrious. That was good to see, but it wasnt a surprise. What was truly inspiring about 

them and what gives me great hope for the future of the College were what they already have accomplished, 

what they are planning for the future, and their personal values. 

One self-effacing young man who was self-confident but quiet in his demeanor talked at length about his 

study abroad in China. One way or another he wants Asia to be a focal point in his life. When I asked what 

languages he speaks, he responded matter-of-factly Mandarin. Japanese, American Sign Language. and 

Spanish. in addition to his native English. He also told me how he has vo lunteered as an interpreter for the 

past six years in severa l of the five languages he speaks. 

Another young man is a Spanish major and wants to teach in Spain, but also speaks Japanese and studied 

abroad in Japan. A third. a foreign student who had never been in the U.S. before enrolling at "K," wants to 

intern at an NGO in India this summer. 

Perhaps most gratifying of all was the open-mindedness of the students and the diversity evident (but. 

"Like me, it has 

changed and 

evolved." 

perhaps not evident enough) throughout the campus. Students of several races 

and colors seemed to be intermingling quite naturally and apparently oblivious to 

any differences among them. Diversity wasnt limited to color. Men and women 

were quite comfortable with each other, and I was told that Kaleidoscope, the 

organization for LGBT students. is one of the most popular on campus. Its 

popularity extends to all segments of the student community. In fact , a young man 

who is on the championship swimming team couldn't stop talking about Crystal 

Ball. a dance put on by Kaleidoscope and open to the entire campus, in which both men and women come in 

drag. It turns out that Crysta l Ball is the second most popular campus social event of the entire year. Now 

that's open-mindedness! 

Bottom line: I hope I have grown and developed in positive ways in the 40 years since I was graduated and in 

the 20 years since I last visited Kalamazoo College. It clearly has. 

Al an Dee '70 was an economics major who completed his study abroad in Caen, France. As a Chrysler 

International Scholar, he did his Career Service in London. and he a/so studied in Yugoslavia in his junior 

year. Alan received a master's degree in journalism from the University of Michigan. He immediately moved 

to New York City. He and his pattner, Frank, lived there until recently when they moved to Sarasota, Florida. 

During his visit to campus, Alan attended the College's spring quatter Professional Development Institute 

(PDf). an event held twice a year that helps students interact with alumni and prepare for "Life after K. " If 

you'd like to attend the fall 2011 (Oct. 20-21) or spring 2012 (April 12) PDf, please contact Amy Auer 

(amv.auer@kzoo.edu) in the Kalamazoo College Center for Career and Professional Development. 
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SECOND HALF 

How important is the renovation of Angell Field? Absolutely indispensable, according 
to George Acker, a "liberal arts" coach in the truest sense of balance. 

How about the following for liberal arts bona fides: 

George Acker served as a coach and professor at Kalamazoo College for 35 years (1958-93) 

and was inducted into the Kalamazoo College Athletic Hall of Fame in 1998. He coached 

men's tennis teams to seven NCAA Division Ill championships while winning 35 consecut ive 

MIAAchampionships. His tennis teams were 537-231 overall and an incredible 209-1 in 

conference play. 

Acker was as true a '' liberal arts coach" as they come. He served as head 

coach of the Hornet wrestling (1960-7 4) and cross-country (1985-88) 

teams. He also was line coach for the Hornet football team from 1959-69, 

helping guide Rolla .Allderson's squads to back-to-back MIAA 

championships in 1962 and 1963. He served as the College's athletic 

trainer and director of intramurals at different times during his career. 

Most of all, he loved teaching. "Nothing has given me as much pleasure 

as teaching the students in my theory and activities classes, " said Acker in 

1985, when he accepted the Florence J. Lucasse Award for Excellence in 

Teaching. the faculty's highest honor. 'Teaching and coaching are very 

similar, so that I feel that when I'm coaching a sport it is an extension of my 

teaching. " 

Acker believes athletics to be ·'the other half' of a complete education, and cited the importance of activities 

to ''the development of a balanced individual. " Such activities include varsity and intramural sports as well as 

other co-curricular endeavors. 

This belief helps explain Acker's enthusiasm for the Angell Field project. "An excellent facility is one of the 

five fundamentals of a winning tradition ," he explains. "I'd like to see all16 sports at K achieve the success 

and respectability that men's tennis and swimming enjoys. Excellent facilities attract great student athletes." 

In his 1985 speech , .Acker stated the indispensability of the soon-to-be-completed Markin Indoor Tennis 

Center, and from that experience the former football coach knows how valuable will be the Angell Field 

renovation to the College's program in football , soccer, baseball, and softball. 

True to his liberal arts nature , .Acker always enjoyed the study of multiple sports and was never shy about 

tapping the expertise of other "coach-professors." For example, when he was coaching wrest ling and cross

country he sought out his counterparts at Western Michigan University and spent hours learning from them. 

His goal: "to put myself in the best position to make good decisions on behalf of my players. I wanted my 

"Athletics is the 

other half of a 

balanced 

education." 

learn ing to make the learning experience better for every student." And so he 

always kept at it. At age 82 Acker, a former student athlete himself, continues to 

find life rich and rewarding because of the persistence of the ·' student" half of 

that compound noun. 

But he also values "the other half," and mustered a pretty impressive academic 

all y to bolster the contention of his 1985 acceptance speech-none other than 

Plato. Acker paraphrased Greek phi losopher as follows : "A person who is only an 

athlete is too crude. too vulgar. too much a savage. A person who is a scholar only is too soft , too effeminate. 

The ideal citizen is the scholar athlete, the person of thought and action." 

And thus his excitement over the Angell Field renovation project, which wi ll break ground this spring . ''I think 

President Wi lson-Oyelaran sa id it best when she cited the College's long tradition of great academics and 

then added that our athletic facilities must ·reflect the same excellence found in our classrooms,' says Acker, 

" For me, the football field, the wrestling room. the cross-country course, and the tennis court were my 

classrooms." 

Picture 1 

Gridiron line coach in 1963 

Picture 2 

With 1978 NCAA Division Ill National Tennis Champions (1-r): Chris Bussert, Jim Hosner, Dan Thomson , and 

Mike Herndoblen 

Picture 3 

The "liberal arts" coach in 2011 
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FOOTBALL LEGACY 

by Caity Paynich 

"A football team from Albion came up to Kalamazoo, 

And tried to make a touch-down, but this they failed to do; 

Of course , to keep them from their goal we fought. 

And made the score against them: 58 to naught." 

Complete with three verses and a chorus , this song opened the "Athleti c 

Notes" section of the Kalamazoo College Index in early fall , 1897. Often in those days Index 

ca rried a poem recounting gridiron moments and chants about the "deeds of the eleven" or 

"the force of Celery's blow." During this era of " K" football glory (and playful purple prose) 

Coach Charles C. Hall Uust 12 months removed from his freshman year!) led the Kalamazoo 

team to three consecutive MIAAchampionships (1897-1 899). 

Hall died in 1945, but his football legacy will reawaken as a result of a gift from his 

grandson's estate , a portion of which will support the Angell Field Athletic Complex renovation 

that will begin this spring. The gift came from the estate of Rexford E. Hall, who died last fall. 

Rexford was the son of Richard and Thelma Hall. Richard attended Kalamazoo College and 

later graduated from University of Michigan (1928) with a degree in chemical engineering. 

The renovation project that the estate gift supports includes installation of synthetic turf on 

the football field , a new field house, and improvements to the stadium press box and services 

building. It will make for a very different experience than that of his grandfather's late 

19th-century teams. Those teams played on city fields and a small field at the foot of 

Academy Street. They fashioned their own uniforms, with little padding and no helmets. In 

1896, Kalamazoo College joined the Michigan Intercollegiate Athletic Association. which at 

that time included Albion. Hillsdale, Olivet, Michigan Normal School (the forbear of Eastern 

Michigan University) and the Michigan Agricultural College (today's Michigan State 

University) . 

A freshman at "K" in 1896, Hall captained the team and played left-half in the backfield 

tandem that included Joseph B. Westnedge, who later served with distinction in World War I. Because of his 

father's illness, Hall could not return to study at "K" the following year, but he volunteered as football coach, a 

position he held for four seasons and three championships. After winning the MIAAchampionship against the 

Normal School in Ypsilanti in 1897, team members were welcomed home as heroes: "When the champions 

alighted from the train they were carried to carriages-in-waiting and then driven through the main streets. 

followed by a large crowd of college students carrying torches" wrote the Index reporter. Afterward they were 

treated to orange ice and angel's food ca ke at the president's home. A banquet at Ladies' Hall followed . 

In 1898, Michigan ~ricultural College aimed to dethrone the champs. MAC president and fans even hired a 

special train to bring their team to the ''Celery City" for the contest. All for naught; 

"Feel the force "K" shut out MAC, 17-0. In fact, from 1897 to 1899, "K" won every MIAA 

match-up. and Hall's coaching record of 20 wins, 4 losses and 3 ties remains the 

best in "K" history. of celery's 

blow!" Hall went on to serve as a sports reporter for the Kalamazoo Gazette, and later 

co-founded the New Era Manufacturing Company. a metallic packing and 

manufacturing company that became the Durametallic Corporation. His son Richard worked for the company 

as president and chief executive offi cer. In 1961, Dura metallic funded the Charles C. Hall Scholarship for "K" 

juniors and seniors majoring in the sciences. 

Charles Hall was an athlete (and avid tennis player) his entire life, thus an athletics legacy nicely 

complements the aforementioned academic scholarship. Dedicating a portion his grandson's estate gift to the 

Angell Field project seems a fitting tribute to Charles Hall. What the Index reporter wrote in 1897 remains true 

today: "The lovers of football deeply appreciate the work he has done for us." 

Visit VNNt.kzoo.edu/PiannedGiving to learn more about making a gift to Kalamazoo College through your 

estate. 

Picture 1 

Turn of the century game time 

Picture 2 

MIAAChampions, 1898 (Charles Hall , back row at right) 

Picture 3 

MIAAChampions, 1899 (Charles Hall , back row at right) 
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MADE HISTORY? NOW MAKE ORAL HISTORY. 

by Erin Kelly 

If you were a ·'normal control" research subject at NIH during your "K'' career service quarter, 

then we know an oral historian that wants to talk to you. 

During the 1960s, '70s, and ·eos Kalamazoo College sent many students to the Clinical 

Center at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) in Bethesda, Maryland to participate as 

subjects of clinical trials and to work as research assistants for these trials. 

In the decades following World War II, clinical research on human subjects in .America 

increased dramatically. At the same time, studies using human subjects became increasingly 

legally restricted, compelling researchers to seek out new groups of participants. Many of the 

healthy "normal control'' volunteers that have participated in clinical trials since the mid-40s 

have been college students. The " K" career service program that sent students to the NIH 

provided them with a laboratory experience and a paid research opportunity. And the Clinical 

Center gained a pool of healthy volunteers. 

Today, Dr. Laura Stark, Wesleyan University (Middletown, Conn.), is embarking on a project 

to examine the experiences of '·normal control" research subjects at the NIH. This venture will 

examine the clinica l trials performed in the postwar decades at the NIH from the perspective 

of the trial participants. Stark will conduct a number of oral history interviews with people who 

Interested in 

this oral history 

project? 

Contact Laura 

Stark 

served as "normal control" subjects at the NIH. and she is hoping 

to include any Ka lamazoo College alumni who underwent this 

experience. 

In a broad sense this project will suggest how research 

participants affected clinical finding s, and how the institutions in 

postwar America that sent volunteers to NIH, including 

universities and religious organizations, shaped the course of 

biomedical science into the 21st century. 

If you are interested in contributing or learning more about this project. please contact Dr. Laura Stark at 

860-685-3205 or ljstark@wesleyan. edu. 

PIC 1 

Joe Muenzer '71 at the NIH campus 

PIC 2 

Sharlyn Seabron 76 (center) with researchers at NIH 
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ARTFUL TRIBUTE 

Anderson Athletic Center, a.k.a. "'Rolla 's House," was built in 1981 and became the 

central hub for Kalamazoo College's athletics and physical education programs. Its 

name honors the legacy of Rolla Anderson, Kalamazoo College coach, physical 

education teacher, athletic director and longtime director of the United States Tennis 

Association Boys 18 & 16 National Tennis Championships. 

To ensure Rolla's legacy lives on beyond the name of a building, standout 

basketball star Charles Tucker '56 commissioned a portrait of Rolla and presented 

this gift to Rolla's famil y and the College on January 15, during halftime of the 

Hornets' men's basketball game. Tucker, a.k.a. ''Mickey Charles," is the founder and 

CEO of The Sports Network, the world's largest independently owned supplier of 

sports scores and information. 

The portrait hangs in the hallway leading to the weight and fitness room and overlooks the 

courts. It features images of Rolla from his playing days. his years coaching and leading the 

athletic department, as well as Rolla enjoying time with his family. 

Tucker's generous gift and tribute to Rolla is enjoyed by current students and alumni, and 

provides a lasting image of one of Kalamazoo's most respected 

"[He is] one of 

Kalamazoo's 

most respected 

and beloved 

individuals." 

and beloved individuals. 

Unfortunatel y, Rolla was ill at the time of the presentation. His 

daughter and son-in-law, Susan and Bill VanDis, accepted the 

gift on his behalf. Tucker was joined in the presentation by 

President Eileen Wilson-Oyelaran and Athletic Director Kristen 

Smith. 

Picture 1 

Rolla in his "house" at the artwork commissioned in his honor 

Picture 2 

Charles Tucker '56 and current Athletic Director Kristen Smith at the halftime ceremony dedicating Rolla's 

portrait 
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HOMECOMING AND REUNIONS 

Look back, look ahead, have fun. Walk the quad and 

visit with those who shared that experience. Renew old 

friendships and begin new ones. Come home. All 

alumni are invited to Homecoming and Reunion 

Weekend , October 21-23, 2011. 

This year's Homecoming and Reunion Weekend will include Emeritus Club reunions for the classes of 1951. 

1956. and 1961 as well as reunion events for the classes of 1966, 1971. 1976, 1981 , 1986, 1991. 1996, 

2001. 2006, 2011. 

In honor of the 50th anniversary of the Peace Corps, Homecoming and Reunion Weekend 2011 will also 

feature a special reunion for "K'' alumni who participated in the Peace Corps. Since 1961 over 200 

Kalamazoo College alumni have served as Peace Corps Volunteers. making "K" one of the largest per-capita 

producers of Peace Corps Volunteers among institutes of higher education. The weekend will be highlighted 

by a "K" Peace Corps Alumni luncheon on Saturday, October 22. Additional events will include a "K'" Peace 

Corps Alumni reunion photo. an afternoon of story sharing with other "K" Peace Corps Alumni and students 

interested in Peace Corps service. and a farewell brunch on Sunday. If you are a current or returned Peace 

Corps Volunteer and would like to be involved in the Peace Corps Reunion, please email the Office of Alumni 

All alumni are 

invited to 

Homecoming 

and Reunion 

Weekend, 

October 21-23, 

2011. 

Relations at aluminfo@kzoo.edu . 

Other Homecoming activities open to all alumni will include the 7th annual 

Homecoming 5K RunNValk. the Alumni Association Awards Ceremony, the 

Homecoming football game vs. Adrian. and plenty of other opportunities to 

connect with students, faculty, and old friends. Check out the Homecoming 

website for more details. 

We hope to see you in October! 


