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WORLD CLASS 

What a team1 If Fantasy Football had a "Fantasy First-Year" counterpart, then the Kalamazoo 
College class of 2013 would contend for a national championship .. 

NEVER TOO LATE TO DO IT AGAIN 

He'd been dismissed twice from a neighboring university, and he could list a roster of colleges 
attended- then abandoned. But this time. he meant business. 

Click here to read more .. 

NEW PEAK AT 11 0LD PEAK11 

For some, Homecoming is a garden of new ideas sowed by old fri ends. Who'd want to miss 
that? 1 Last Homecoming, four roommates of 103 Crissey reconnected at the Class of 1973's 
35th Homecoming reunion and planned a ''trip of a lifetime" .. 

LEARNING DIFFERENT 

Jeffrey Haus' 13-year-old se lf would never have guessed that he'd grow up to be a professor of 
Jewish studies. That Haus has become an expert of anyth ing Jewish is one of the great ironies 
of his life, he says. 

AT HOME ON SET 

Sophomore Emelia Tse's internship with the film Cherry stretched from pre-production in 

L
Kalamazoo to post-production in Los Angeles. _______ ___,p __ Ciick here to read more 

SONG AND Gl FT ENDURE 

Thanks to a generous estate gift, the name of Raymond F. Holden, Sr. (class of 1907) will live as 
long in science as it does in song . 

Click here to read more .. 

THE READINESS FOR ALL 

Scientists Jeff Wilson '91 and Rob Dunn '97 returned to campus on a Darwin Symposium visit to 
explain the relationship be!vteen liberal arts and "readiness" -a kind of scientific fitness. 

Click here to read more .. 

EXTERN WITNESS 

Sanford Schulman '85 has built a thriving criminal law practice in Detroit. And he is generous 

about opening his practi ce and sharing his work with Ka lamazoo College.-st_u--,d...,e_nt,-s.,--. ----,---f-. 

DIGNITARY DISTINCTIVENESS 

Kalamazoo College has attracted a range of social and political leaders. renowned arts 
performers, and world-class athletes. Here are the stories of a few .. 

Click here to read more .. 

SHUTTER MOMENT 

After months of prep, Sarah Woodson '82 was ready to take the photo - a "hold-your-breath" 

L
moment with potential implications for some very devastating diseases. 

L Ciick here to read more 

FACULTY REMEMBER 

Faculty unity in the 1950s and '60s helped catalyze the encounter of a fellowship in learning with 
the then-nascent K-Pian. Emeriti faculty recall this special moment in the College's not-so
distant past. 

Click here to read 

DOUBLE PLAY 

BIRTHDAY WEDDING 

Happy birthday, Center for Career and Professional Development' Or, should we say: wedding 
day? 

TEAM SPEED 

Senior Bri an Barkley's SIP seeks a way to exceed a computer's speed. The answer may be 
teams. 

Click here to read more 

IU NSUBSCRIB E 
Because you are connected to Kalamazoo College, you're 
receiving this newsletter, "Belight." To discontinue your 
subsc ription to "Be light," please click the unsubscribe button. 
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WORLD CLASS 

by Sakhi Vyas '08 

What a team ! 

If Fantasy Football had a "Fantasy First-Year" counterpart. then the Kalamazoo College class of 2013 

would contend for a national championship. (Perhaps, given its large number of international students. 

a world championship.) Here's a preliminary scouting report (and don't miss the story on some of this 

year's non-traditional "players;" see "Never Too Late to Do It Again.") 

Some 390 students enrolled this fall. These include 75 student government members, 15 class 

presidents, and 344 community volunteers. About one-third of the class participated in at least one 

sport: more than a third participated in bands, cho irs, or other music groups; and 40 percent were 

members of the National Honor Society. 

Twenty-six students have lived and studied abroad , providing that 

diverse experience to one of the most diverse classes (2 1 percent 

are students of color) in the Co llege's history. Furthermore, "K" is 

extending its reach with a growing geographic diversity across the 

U.S. and the world. "Kids are coming from all over, and that's what 

I love," sa id Associate Director of Admission Rod Malcolm, who 

leads an international recruiting effort that, this year, yielded 22 

four-year students from 14 different countries and 27 one-year 

visiting international students (1 0 countries). 

Those important sl ats derive from a keen sixth-sense for 

identifying what Assistant Director of Mmission Maureen Yanik 

calls "a perfect 'K' kid" among high school auditorium crowds, tour 

groups, and college fairgoers. Helping prospective students find 

and identify their "fit" with the co llege is a crucial step in the 

admissions process. Recruiting is less a matter of convincing 

students to come to "K." and more about providing information and guiding a prospective student to make 

intelligent decisions about his/her educational future. "K" seeks independent thinkers, starting right from the 

college-selection decision. 

Kalamazoo College still engages in many of the traditional methods of connecting students and colleges: high 

school visits by admissions counse lors, the publication-based Colleges that Change Lives events, and 

college fairs, and mixed-group alumni/parents/prospective student gatherings, to name a few. However, 

prospective students are reversing traditional processes by actively recruiting schools . Websites such as 

Zinch.com act as the online matchmaker. Its tag line. "I am more than a test score." is quite appropriate for 

potential "K" students . 

Senior Associate Director of Admission David Anderson sees thi s trend as a "shift in paradigm." Students 

actively resea rch and recruit co lleges of their cho ice. "and that's where we pick up the conversation." he said. 

The change is "cost effective" and "indicat ive of the way college admissions will happen in the future ," and 

Anderson is optimistic about the Co llege's adaptation to thi s change. 

"Kids are 

coming from all 

over, and that's 

what I love," 

He noted the increasing number of "stealth applicants" - students who , without a 

physica l visit to campus or an official contact. gather enough information to 

decide on their top college choices. This phenomenon may explain , in part, the 

record-brea king volume of out-of-state applicants, which exceeded the usually 

dominant number of in-state applicants. Despite the increase of "stealth" 

applications. Yanik saw students visiting campus in late March and ,April to 

confirm their choices before submitting deposits. Visit Coordinator Pat 

Marcinkowski greets them all. As always, she is visibly excited about fresh faces 

and "so many people coming from so far away." 

Not only do they prepare well , they start sooner. Assistant Director of Admission Hillary Teague observed 

prospective students launching sea rches as early as their high school sophomore year. Students with 

long-term vision research co lleges ea rly on in order to avoid hasty decisions. she said. 

After spending much of her travel time at high schools and fairs in the New England region, Yanik ta lked with 

pride about the "fantastic'' students who have matri culated from that territory. They are pushing boundaries, 

she said. Meaningful study abroad, rigorous academics, and new initiatives such as the Gui lds program are 

the experiences they seek. Like Teague, she notes their hunger for information. 

This year's "tech-savvy group" wowed the admissions team and has now started its bright journey. Best of 

luck. class of 2013! 
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NEVER TOO LATE TO DO IT AGAIN 

by Zinta Aistars 

He'd been dismissed twice from a neighboring university, and he could list a roster of colleges attended 

-then abandoned. But this time, he meant business. Richard Gibbs straightened his tie and walked 

into the admissions office of Kalamazoo College. At 33 years of age. he was about to request 

admission as a student. 

"He had me at hello ," Suzanne Lepley, admissions counselor, laughs. "You develop this sense about 

people. 

Suzanne went to bat for Richard. True, he had dropped out of schools or schools had dropped him, but she 

sensed it was for lack of application, not for lack of smarts. What would be different this time? 

"This time I had family support like I've never had it before," Richard says. To start , he was recently wed to 

Kalamazoo College alumna, Sarah Bingham '00, and his new wife sang the praises of her alma mater. He had 

two little daughters, Zoe (5) and Sophia (3) and a third on the way. depending on him and looking up to him 

as a role model. He had left a job as police officer, a position he had held for two years in the rural town of 

Allegan, just north of Kalamazoo. "All about busting meth labs," Richard says, shaking his head. So he had 

applied for, and gotten, a position as research associate at MPI Research. He has since been promoted to 

project leader of lab operations for the contract resea rch company. 

"MPI is where I met Sarah." he says. "and reconnected with my interest in science. I used to be interested in 

forensic science, then switched to economics. I'd finished the police academy, earned an associate's degree 

at another community college, obtained scholarships to attend university." He shrugs lightly, smiling wide. 

"Guess I didn't have the discipline back then to make it work. Or the support." 

"He gave all the right reasons," Suzanne Lepley recalls Richard's bold entry into the admissions office. "He 

was honest about his past. Said he wanted his girls to see him graduate. He understood the difference 

between being a great world-learner and just getting a degree. Richard wanted to learn." 

Suzanne spoke to Eric Staab , dean of admissions. about Richard. and they were in agreement: Richard 

deserved another chance. He would attend one class as a test run. 

"I got an A.'' he grins. 

"He aced it ," Suzanne sighs happily. ''I had no doubt he would. Richard is in his third quarter now, his grade 

point average is high, and he is still working and taking care of his family. " 

"I will not 

disappoint the 

people who 

have taken a 

risk on me." 

"You know. when my wife first suggested I try Kalamazoo College," Richard says, 

"I laughed. Why would 'K' take me? A place of such a high academic reputation , 

the Ivy League of the Midwest, and me a two-time flunky. It can be intimidating. 

But now that I'm here, my professors know me by name , everyone's been very 

helpful. My employer is letting me work flextime. As long as I put in my 40 hours, I 

can leave work whenever I need to attend class. I'm taking two classes per 

quarter-and I'll admit , it still seems kind of surreal. But I will not disappoint the 

people who have taken a ri sk on me." 

Older than most fellow students, Richard appreciates the relevance of class 

subjects . He enjoys discussing economics and applies it to his life as a family man. a working man. He won't 

be participating in study abroad (his own family roots reach to France, so he travels overseas on occasion) 

and will do independent study rather than an internship. 

"Professor Hannah McKinney has been something of a mentor to me in economics," Richard says. "She's 

encouraging me to take more challenging classes. She thinks I have a future in management." He flashes that 

winning grin again. "So that 's the plan. It's not if I graduate this time. It's when." 
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NEW PEAK AT "OLD PEAK" 

For some. Homecoming is a garden of new 

ideas sowed by old friends. Who'd want to 

miss that?' 

Last Homecoming, four roommates from 

Crissey 1 03 reconnected at the Class of 

1973's Homecoming reunion and planned a 

'1rip of a lifetime," according to Peg Maass 

McAllister 73. They waited a short six months 

to harvest their idea, making a trip to Machu 

Picchu in May 2009. Pictured in their 

Kalamazoo College !-shirts (including two 

from last year's Homecoming 5K race), with 

the ancient lncan city in the background , are 

(1-r): Jennifer Armstrong West. Linda Lee Lutz, 

Peg Maass McAllister. and Carole Siewert 

Keen. 

Take an opportunity to reconnect with some of 

your classmates at this year's Homecoming fest ivities, October 16-18, 2009. All alumni are invited, and 

special reunion events are being planned for the classes of 1964, 1969, 1974, 1979, 1984, 1989, 1994, 1999, 

2004. and 2009. This year's Homecoming Weekend will feature the 5th annual Homecoming 5K RunM/alk. 

the Alumni Association Awards Ceremony, the Homecoming footba ll game vs. Alma , a poetry session with 

Conrad Hilberry and Di Seuss '78, a mushroom hunt with Paul Olexia. and plenty of other opportunities to 

connect with students. facu lty. and old friends. Check out the weekend's full schedule. and register to attend! 

Take an 

opportunity to 

reconnect with 

some of your 

classmates at 

this year's 

Homecoming 

festivities, 

October 16-18, 

2009. 

Reunion-year alumni are also encouraged to participate in this year's Reunion 

Giving Challenge . 

While online, take a moment to nominate a classmate, former professor, or coach 

for an Alumni Association Award. The Distinguished Service Award , the 

Distinguished .Achievement Award , the Weimer K. Hicks Award, and the Athletic 

Hall of Fame Award are awarded annually during Homecoming weekend. Visit 

the awards website to read about the award criteria and nominate someone 

today. 
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LEARNING DIFFERENT 

by Cindy Beer 

Jeffrey Haus' 13-year-old self would never have guessed that 

he'd grow up to be a professor of JevJish studies. That Haus has 

become an expert of anything Jewish is one of the great ironies 

of his life, he says 

"If I wasn't the worst, I 'oNas certainly one of the v;orst students in 

my synagogue religious school," says the Director of Kalamazoo 

College's Jewish Studies Program. "I played hooky all the time to 

the point of almost being expelled. I was the problem child." 

Today, Haus holds a Ph.D. in Modern Jewish History and is 

considered an authority on rnany things Je'l'tish. He has taught 

and lectured widely on modern JL1daism and Jewish history and 

Jewish Studies courses offered at "K": has authored articles on French Jewry. In March. he published a book examining the history 

of Jews in 19th century France. 

Introduction to Jewish Traditions 

The American Jewish Experience 

Modern Jews m Enl ightenment and 

Kalamazoo College hired Haus in 2005 after Helen Elkin 76, currently a College trustee, 

generously donated seed money to establish an endowme111 for Jewish learning and 

exploration. Her intent was "to help provide an environment that supports Jewish students' 

learning about thenlSelves and the world and, at the same time. promotes the world learning 

about Judaism." Since being named Director of Jewish Studies and .Assistant Professor of 

History and Religion, Haus has been successful in building a program of study that giv~s 

students- J~ws and non-Jews alike- opportunities to think critically about the world around 

them thrOLigh exploration of the history, reli·;Jion, politics, and culture of the Jewish people. He 

has also 1nade strides il1 creath1g a more comfortable environment for Jewish students on 

campus and in extending learning oppol·tunities to the Kalamazoo community through public 

lectures and cultural programming. 

Revolution (1780-1880) 
• Modern Jewry: Upheava and 

Response (1881-1967) 
Women and Judaism 

Zionism: From Idea to State 

Related courses: 

• German-Jewish Literature and 

Culture (1750-1945) 
Classica l Judaism 
Introduction to the 0 1d Testament 

Studies in t he O ld Testament 

Politics of the Holocaust 

Haus was granted tenure in May Here, he talks with BeLight about his work . the breadth of 

the Jewish Studies Program, why it's important at "K," his views on teaching and his hopes 

for the program's future. 

Fir..t of alt how did you go from rejecting your Jew ish education as a youth to 

becoming a maven in that very subject? 

I guess you could say~ was because of girls. I went to a private middle school that was all boys. then to a 

high school that had just turned co-ed, so there stiii•Neren't many girls around. When my brother joined USY 

[United Synagogue Youth) . I noticed he suddenly knew all these girls So I joined too. There were older high 

school girls who would actually talk to me. It changed my relationship with Judaism a great deal. 

Eventually I got very involved in the organization, attending conventions and serving on the regional general 

board. When I started at the University of lvlichigan and had to take a language. I chose Hebrew. I had 

already taken Spanish in high school. and French didn't appeal to me at all- another great irony, considering 

that's what I now study. 

I began taking more and more classes on Judaism: the Arab-Israeli conflict, the Holocaust biblical history, 

and so on . .After my sophomore year I spent six ·weeks in Israel. first living on a kibbutz and then toLiring. I 

loved it there and wanted to go back, so after I graduated, I volunteered with She rut La'.Am- that's Hebrew for 

"service to the people." I studied Hebrew for three months in Tiberias. then taught English at an elementary 

school in Nazerat-llit. 

N. about that time, I decided I wanted to get a gradLiate degree in lvliddle Eastern Studies, then work in 

foreign service or politics. After working briefly in politics. I opted for an academic career in Jewish history. I 

was advised to study as many languages as possible, so I learned French and German. My first year in 

graduate school (at Brandeis University), I had to write a seminar paper based on original research about 

European Jewry. So I poked around the colleg~ library and found a collection of French Jewish p~riodicals 

from the 19th century. In researching the career of one the joLirnal's editors, I became interested in the 

relationship between Judaism and the Fren::h state during that period. That topic eventually formed the 

foundation for my dissertation. It also led to several articles and became the basis for my book. Challenges of 

Equality: Judaism, State, and Education in Nineteenth-Century France (\l'~ayne State University Press, 

2009). 

So instead of foreign service or politics, you found yourself enamored with research_ How has your 

research progressed and where do you see it going in the future? 

I got interested in education history because it seemed obvious to me that there is a close relationship 

between what people do and how they view the world. My book examines how the French government was 

able to influence this worldview based on its financial relationship with Je'l'tish education. My future research 

will pllrSLle another side of this question: the relationship between Jews and money in France. ,Again, I plan 

on exploring how a basic necessity- working for a living- has inflllenced the way that Jews respond to the 

world around them. 

How did you end up teaching at "K"? 

I got into the Jewish Studies field because of the research aspect, and along the way I found out that I liked 

teachil1g. I was teaching at the University of North Carolina (Greensboro} when this job a11nDL1nceme111 

appeared. The College wanted to bring in a faculty member •.vho coLlld bL1ild a Jewish Studies program, teach 

classes, advise the Jewish Student Organization, and organize Je·.vish cultural programming for the campus 

community as well as the public. I thought it was worth taking a chance. 

Kalama•oo Cc:lllege is a small school with presumably a small Jewish student pgpulation. Why dc:l 

you think a Jewish Studies Program has been able to succeed here? 

It 's impo11ant to realiz: that the Jewish Studies P1·ogram is not jLISt for Jewish stLidents. The vast majority of 

students in my classes, obviously, are not Jewish. Some of the1n have Jewish ancestry but 'Neren't raised as 

Jews and want to dis·:::over their heritage. A number of them are religion majors who have been advised that 

they can't be a religion major without knowing something about Judaism. Others want to study Jewish history 

and Judaism to better understand the vtorld around them. Then there are Jev:ish students who are committed 

to learning more about their religion and the legacy of their people. 

So the fact that "K" is a small college with a small contingent of Jewish students really has no bearing on the 

program's success. What does have bearing is, first the students' desire and willingness to understand the 

world more fully and. second, the program's ability not just to teach them about Jewish history and culture but 

also to get them to use that knowledge to think critically about the world. By exploring the experience of one 

group of people. our students begin to understand the experience and interrelation of all of humanity They 

confront important social and ethical issues and respond •.vith thoughtful discussions. This intellectual process 

reflects the goals of a liberal arts education. 

In what other ways do students benefit? 

Our students should learn about as many different groups who are not themselves as they can. That's the 

currency of the world right now. being able to move in different worlds comfortably. It's the currency in the 

business world. If you're a doctor, you need to be able to relate to different kinds of people: if you're a lawyer, 

yoll need to talk to different kinds of people. The Jewish Studies Program opens their eyes to people of a 

different cultwe and history. 

I don 't think you can really understand Christianity, for example, without understanding something about 

Judaism. Many students tell me they understand their own traditions better after taking my classes. They'll 

say, "I never read the Bible that •.vay."lt's a different Bible. when it's seen from a historica l rather than a 

theological perspective, and from a Jewish rather than specifically Christian one. 

The program also contribLiles to a sense of diversity on campLlS. "K" has worked to become more sensitive to 

racial and gender diversity; I think religious diversity is the last hurdle. Students have also told me that they 

are comfortable identifying thernsetves as Jews on campus. some identifying themselves as Jews for the fi rst 

time anywhere. To me, that's one of the great values of the program: fo r students to discover things about 

themselves, discove r things they're interested in and 1"/ant to learn more about. 

Can yoo talk about what it took to build a Jewish Studies Program from scratch? What does the 

program look like today? 

From the outs~t . I wanted the program to conn~ct students with a variety of disciplines and areas of 

knowledge N. the same time, I thought it would benefit the College and the students if the program reached 

out to the broader Kalamazoo community as well. The academic side was the easiest part to get started. 

Because I had a lot of Jewish Studies experience. I came to Kalamazoo with five or six courses ready to go. I 

also drew from what already existed here. The Religion Department was teaching a class on the Old 

Testament, so I brought that into the program. There was a political science course on the politics of the 

Holocaust. so I brought that in. too. Today the program typically offers six or seven courses in a given school 

year (see sidebar). 

I supplement the academic program with guest lectures once or twice a year. To my mind, college is about 

exposing yourself to different ideas. but when you're the only person in a particular field on campus, it's very 

easy for stLidents to think yoLI know everything there is to know. So bringing in people from the Olltside to talk 

about their work expands the knowledge available for the students. The more they can learn from as many 

people as possible. the better off they are .. liJso, on a professional level, it helps me maintain my contacts and 

keep Lip v:ith what's going on in the field. 

When I bring a guest lecturer in, it's usually in conjunction with a classl'ln teaching. The students typically will 

have read something the speaker wrote so they can talk about it. I also ask the guest to give a public lecture 

for the community. In 2008. for instance, I was teaching a class called 'Women and Judaism." One of the 

course books was Women Bitth and Death in Jel'tish La•,v end Ritual. which examines the status of women 

in Jewish law by looking at certain lif~cycle rituals. To supplement the ooursework I invited the book's author, 

Rochelle Millen, to visit campus and meet with my class. She also gave a public lecture at the college that 

was attended by the wider Kalamazoo community. Other visitors have been Arnost Lustig, a Hungarian 

Holocaust survivor and writer, and Anthony Polonsky. one o f the top scholars in Polish Jewry . .And they're not 

always academic lectures. Michael Ungar, a "K" alumnus and rabbi from Columbus, Ohio, gave a very 

interesting talk about leading a Jewish mission to Cuba. All of these events gave students the opportunity to 

meet people they would not have ordinarily met, and learn from experts in their respective fields. 

Earlier you mentioned that you allSO serve as faculty advisor for the Jewish Student Organiution. 

Can you tell me about the organilation and how you're involved? 

The JSO promotes Jewish life on campus The students do a great job organizing all kinds of programs, from 

Shabbat dinners and bagel-and-movie nights to programs on the genocide in Darfur. They host a 

campus-wide Pas~;over Seder each year. which is very popular, and haw~ brought in various speakers. 

Being a faculty advisor can mean anything from signing checks to having a more hands-on involvement. Each 

year can be different in terms of hovo~ much the students want me invotved. It's their organization so I tr{ to 

take the lead from them. Bull do like them to take responsibility for themselves as much as possible That's 

really the essence of my entire professional approach: Take responsibility for your education. 

What have been your greatest challenges these last four years? 

When I was on the job market, someone advised me, "Whatever you do, don't take a job where you have to 

be a Hille l' director and a teacher at the same time," because on Friday night, you're the students' buddy, 

"I try to get 

them to think 

about how 

things fit 

together." 

e11joying Shabbal dinner with the1n, then on Mo11day you have to give one of 

them aD on a test. And that's true: I have had this issue with a few students. But 

generally I've been able to make it work. 

The greater challenge has been positio ning the program to be approved as an 

official concentratio n. Right nov;, I teach most of the courses that go with the 

program. To offer Jewish StL1dies as a concentration, we need other faculty 

members. That way. if I go on leave or sabbatical. students with a Jev;ish Studies 

concentration can still take courses. 

'Hillel is a national Jewis/1 campus organization. The /{alamazoo Coi!ege Jewish .S!ud.enl Organization is 
affiliated with national Hillel but is not Hillel-accredited. 

What has been the College's attitude toward the program? 

The College remains very committed to the program. Fund raising for the endowment is ongoing, and both the 

President and the Provost are involved in it I'm very grateful for that. For them to grant me tenure in this 

economic environment •.vithout a full endo·wment is an indication of their support for the program and the fact 

they think it's vaiLiable. 8L1tthe program doesn't start and stop with me; it needs to grow in the futLwe The best 

thing •.ve can do now is make friends for the program. create a network of people who think that we're building 

something important. Slowly but surely we're getting people on board. My dream is to have one other full-time 

person who teaches topics I don't teach, maybe rabbinical texts, the Hebrew language, Hebrew literature. 

There's a great deal of interest among students to study Hebrew, and not just among the Jewish students. It 

would really h1crease interest in Israel for study abroad. Typically we send one or two students to Israel each 

year: the stL1dent •.vho went this year, who isn 't Jewish. WOLIId have loved to have studied Hebrew before she 

went. 

I'd also like to be able to do more cultural programming for students, facLIIty and the community, maybe bring 

in a contemporary Jewish music band from Chicago or a Jewish-oriented drarna performance. 

You seem to have something of a reputation among students for being a tough teacher_ Does that 

surprise you? 

1\Jo. because I do put a lot of demands on my students in terms of honing their ideas and making them as 

sophisticated as possible. \Nhat I want in any course is for students to develop their critical and analytical 

skills and to express those ideas dearly in their writing It's important, for example, that stud~nts und~rstand 

the purpose of <m essay. k's not to show me how many different sources they used and how much they know. 

I want them to tell me what they think about an idea and to make a case for why they think they're correct. I try 

to get them to think about how things fit together. If they find that things that don't go together, based on their 

ideas, they need to change the information or change what they think. Changing the information usually isn't 

an option, so they have to change what they think to fit the evidence before them. It's a very difficult thing for 

many people to do, but students should want to be challenged. I tell them that if they think a class is easy, 

they should feel like they're getting ripped off. 

What do you like most about working ai"'K"? 

There are many reasons I enjoy being here, but above all , I enjoy the students and my relationships 'oNith 

them. l\1e taught in six places now. and it's clear that this institution is different than the others. Classroom 

dynamics aren't that different. but I find I can have a higher level of conversation with many of the students. 

Your research was your springboard to teaching and remains an important component of your 

work. Do you think of yourself as a professor who does research, or as a researcher who teaches? 

I think of myself as a scholar, and a scholar is someone who not only goes out and learns but also researches 

and teaches. I don't think those two functions need to be mutually exclusive. In fact, I like to create a 

connection between my research and my teaching whenever possible. In my Modern European classes. for 

example, some of the discussions about the r~lationship between edLication. identity. and citizenship have 

come directly out of my research. I think my next research topic will translate even better to a course setting. 

It's very difficult to be a good college instructor if yoll're not engaged in some sort of research. The stLidenls 

get really excited if you 're excited aboLlt what yoLI're teaching them. And it keeps you from giving them the 

same old, yellowed lecture notes every year. 

What does being tenured mean to you? 

Receiving tenure is one of the highlights of an academic career. It's a great feeling of accomplishment. But I 

don't view getting tenure as the end of anything. This, for me, represe11ts a step in a lo11ger journey. The first 

step in the College's commitment to the Jewish StLidies program was hh·ing me; the next step was tenuring 

me. Now, work needs to done in order to build on those two things- in terms of programming and in terms of 

financial suppo11. from alumni and from other sources. 

I look at being tenured this way: I would never have bought furniture with my wife when we were dating. but 

when we got married. it was time to start thinking about what kind of couch we wanted. It's the same now 

between the College and me: the dating part of our relati onship is over, and now we can go buy furniture. To 

take the analogy fUither, let me say I'm optimistic that the College and I will soon produce offspring who teach 

Hebrew language and literature. 

Picture 

Jeffrey Haus recalls the day he discovered this serigraph by Ben Shahn at the Upjohn Ubrary He had been 

working on revisions to his book when he happened to look up and glimpse the art on the wall. Titled 

Warsaw. 1943, the serigraph laments the futile attempt by Jews in the Warsa·f; Ghetto to resist the Nazis. The 

Hebrew text comes from Jewish prayer liturgy commemorating earlier Jewish martyrs killed because of their 

religious faith. Haus has pointed this print out to vis itors. and has since come across other Jewish-themed 

artwork hanging in the library. 
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AT HOME ON SET 

by Emilia Tse '11 

An internship on the film Cherry- large portions of which were filmed on the 

Kalamazoo College campus in the fall of 2008- offered this student a similar 

experience to that of the successful "K'' externship. There was hands-on work, job 

shadowing, question-and-answer opportunities, and a ''film" family to join during the 

film crew's stay in Kalamazoo. "Porch time" -an externship's informal exchange 

between the extern student and the alumni host- happened for me on set during a 

rainy night at the house down ,Academy Street the film directors had rented for some 

location shots and film editing. 

I first learned that Chenywould film in part at "K" during a Resident Assistant (RA) 

training lunch prior to fall quarter. I wanted to participate. And I was already 

registered for Instructor Dhera Strauss' documentary film class, so it seemed to be a 

good time to learn about and observe filmmaking. M. the first informational meeting 

for Cherry, I met Bill Komissaroff, or ''BK,'' the extras and intern coordinator. I was 

ready to help in any way possible but figured my contribution would be limited to 

office work. And so it began- answering phone calls and updating the crew list. But 

two days later, BK asked if I could be his assistant, and my responsibilities grew

round up extras. organize the featured extras selection, and schedule extras and 

interns. 

Assisting BK enabled me to be more involved with Cherry and the film family. I had 

been acquainted with the producers (Paul Kurta. Sam Kilt , and Matt Fine) and the 

director (Jeff Fine) in the office. but once pre-production was over, we were mostly 

on set and chatting with each other during takes. Extras Holding was my primary 

location; however, I was also able to watch the crew work by participating as an 

extra or standing next to Jeff and looking at the monitor. Jeff even added a line in 

the script for me to say. During my "scene,'' I wore PJs and stood outside the main 

character's dorm building, with a fire engine and real fire fighters as a backdrop 

during the wee hours of the morning. 

Working on the set became part of my daily routine. I was a full-time student. an RA. 

writing consultant in the College's student writing center, and Cherry intern. I 

adjusted to eating my lunch at 5 PM and dinner at midnight. Later in the shooting 

schedule, BK went home for a few days and I took on more responsibility for extras 

needed during a night shoot in downtown Kalamazoo across from Crow's Nest. 

While I was in charge of extras and carrying around my own walkie talkie, I also 

picked up on crew etiquette and lingo. The second assistant director (or second 

A-D) once asked me over the wa lkie talkie , ''What's your twenty?" I responded with 

something like, "No , I only have eighteen extras here." There was some good 

chuckling among the crew: one's "twenty" is one's location. 

When the shooting schedule was drawing to a close, Jeff Palmer. the College's 

media relations manager and the link between the film crew and "K," asked if I 

would be interested in observing some post-production work on Cherry. YES' By 

this time I had some familiarity with Final Cut Pro , the editing software we used in 

my documentary film class, and I had filmed my own behind-the-scenes movie about 

the Cherry production, with Jeff Fine's permission. Then, both Jeff Fine, the director, 

and Cindy Parissotto , the editor, invited me to stay with them in Los Angeles during 

part of the editing process. I was just ecstatic! Jeff Palmer even helped me book my flight during finals week 

so that I could go to LA over the winter break. 

In LA. I felt even more a part of the Cherry film family. I stayed at Cindy's home. Matt Fine also flew out to LA 

while I was there. I was able to hang out with Cindy and the Fine brothers as they went over the director's cut 

of the film. We also had a screening of Cherry with producer Sam Kilt. ~was an unbelievable experience to 

see the film for the first time. I had never been part of a project of that scale before; I witnessed film making 

from pre-production through post-production. Just for fun , Cindy put my name in the opening credits for that 
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first viewing. After getting more notes on adjustments to make for the film, Cindy 

went back to work editing. She let me look on while she worked with Final Cut 

Pro and even let me help select background music and provide input on the 

timing of a sound effect. One night. Jeff's wife Diane took me to see a play at the 

Taper Theatre. I really got a feel for the city and Diane, a screenwriter and 

producer, talked with me about getting into the film business. Touring LA with 

Matt and Jeff the next day was a blast. And that night Sam Kilt invited all of us to 

have dinner at his house along with other producers, director of photography, 

some of the actors, editor, and their families. It was so nice to be able to keep in 

touch with everyone and see how the post-production process was going. 

My first trip to LA was both exciting and inspiring. I am indebted to the Cherry 

crew for taking me in and treating me with such warmth and friendship. 

Kalamazoo provided me a once- in-a-lifetime opportunity by allowing filmmakers 

on our campus. My experience at "K", especially in regards to this film, has 

encouraged me to find my passion and has helped me foster connections with professionals in my chosen 

field. I hope that everyone who participated in the filmmaking process, the students and even some faculty, 

enjoyed their time working on Cherry. I know that the Fine brothers wanted the filming to be an opportunity for 

students to have a hands-on experience and it certainly was. I am sure we are all looking forwa rd to Cherry's 

premiere, sometime in the late fall of 2009. Thank you to all of the Cherry crew for filming on ''K's" campus: 

and thank you to "K" College staff and faculty for bringing this opportunity to life. 

Picture 1 
Emilia Tse took some time in LA to explore Hollywood and the Chinese Theatre. 

Picture 2 

Pictured (1-r) in the extras holding area are: Kristaps Butler '11. Nina Young '09, Emelia Tse, and Joan Miller 

'09. 

Picture 3 

Post production work took Emilia Tse to Los Angeles, where she worked with film editor Cindy Parissotto. 
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SONG AND GIFT ENDURE 

by Caity Paynich 

Raymond F. Holden, Sr. graduated from Kalamazoo College more than a century 

ago (1907), but his legacy is very much alive. His son, Raymond Jr. , made a gift that 

endows the Raymond F Holden. Sr. Scholarship in Science. Raymond Jr. passed 

away in April 2008, and the College received the gift from his Estate Trust in March 

2009. That scholarship will affect "K" students far into the future. much like its 

namesake's song. 

Holden , Sr. majored in philosophy but apparently loved writing poetry as well. He 

was a member of the Sherwood Society and was as liberal arts an athlete as he 

was a student. The Hornet track and field performer's strongest event was the pole 

vault, but he also competed in the broad jump, discus, hammer, high jump, and 

hurdles. 

In his senior year he participated in a College-sponsored poetry contest in the hunt 

for lyrics for a new College song. Holden won , receiving the award for "Best 

Production." His poem became the lyrics set to original music from musical score 

contest won by W.F. Dunbar '23. Together. Holden and Dunbar made the song now 

recognized as the Ka lamazoo College Alma Mater. 

After graduating from "K", Holden taught chemistry in Kalamazoo and St. Louis, 

Missouri. He also completed a master's degree from the University of Chicago . He 

served as a principal with the St. Louis School system for more 
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than 40 years. retiring in 1947. 

Holden was married on his 

commencement day, June 19, 1907. 

to Miss Fern Reynolds, a graduate 

of Western Normal (now Western 

Michigan University) . The couple 

had four children: Raymond F. Jr. , 

Edward R. , Ruth E. , and Robert B. 

Holden. Sr. passed away on December 4. 1968. He was 85 

years old. 

Raymond F. Holden, Jr. , M.D .. made the estate gift through his 

trust in memory of his father and to honor his experiences at 

Kalamazoo College. The younger Holden specialized in internal 

medicine and practiced in St. Louis and Wichita. Kansas. 

Picture 1 

Raymond F. Holden. Sr .. educator, athlete, lyricist 

Picture 2 

Holden (back row, right) with his Hornet track mates 
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THE READINESS FOR ALL 

"The idea that what is visible to us is all that exists is. perhaps. comforting; how 

else to explain how easily we accept that we know the world, that there is nothing 

new left to find?" 

Rob Dunn '97, Every Living Thing: Man's Obsessive Quest to Catalog Life. from 

Nanobacteria to New Monkeys (2009) 

"These are our true circumstances. We live on a tiny ball of rock and dust. in a 

cosmos vast beyond our imagining." 

Carl Sagan, quoted in Every Living Thing 

'W e might try our lives by a thousand simple tests; as, for instance, that the same 

sun which ripens my beans illumines at once a system of earths like ours. If I had 

remembered this i t would have prevented some mistakes. This was not the light in 

which I hoed them. The stars are the apexes of what wondetiul triangl es! What 

distant and different beings in the various mansions of the universe are 

contemplating the same one at the same moment!" 

Henry David Thoreau. Wa lden (1854) 

In his book Every Living Thing, Rob Dunn '97 describes a shock of life. In 1977 

geophysicists in a three-person submersible (christened Alvin) seeking hypothetical 

deep-sea hot-water vents found some on the ocean floor nearl y two miles beneath 

the surface . A find more satisfying. perhaps. than surprising. given the theoretical 

postulation. and some anecdotal evidence. of the vents' existence . 

The shock was what they observed around the vents: LIFE ! W here conventional 

wisdom held none could exist ! And lots of life: cla ms (huge), crabs , tapeworms (in 

Technico lor), curious fish, and more. "More life per square inch of habitat , it would 

later turn out than nearl y any place on Earth ,'' wrote Dunn. Life in a place where life 

couldn't live-too cold, too hot, too much pressure, too few resources. Life too deep 

for the penetration of life-giving sunlight; life too abundant for the fall of 

life-sustaining "marine snow," the dead things from the lighted layers above. How 

could this. we ll , be? 

Quite unexpectedly, the deep wasn1 dead ! And Dunn goes on to relate the work of 

two microbiologists to figure out why. (You'll have to read the book to learn about 

that sea rch and discovery.) Those microbiologists, wrote Dunn, ''shared the vision 

that microbial life was far more widespread , interesting, and complex than is usually 

appreciated . They were, at the moment that the Alvin returned with samples , as in 

many other important moments in their science to follow, ready for what they would 

find." 

Ready for what they would find. Ready . 

Dunn and fellow alumnus Jeff Wilson '91 returned to Kalamazoo College and 

connected a state of readiness with a liberal arts background. They were on 

campus in the spring to launch the biology department's "Year of Charles Darwin'' 

celebration (2009 is the 200th anniversary of Darwin's birthday, and the 150th 

anniversary of publication of his seminal work On the Origin of Species). Wilson is 

a paleontologist and dinosaur discoverer (the "va ri ous mansions of the universe'' 

exist in time as well as space). 

Dunn, at the other end of a spectrum in terms of size-of-scientific-subject. is an ant 

specialist Both scientists are gifted teachers (Wilson at University of Michigan. 

Dunn at North Carolina State) who can talk to laypersons about their science in a 

way that makes their work understandable and compell ing - Marga ret Mead's 

measure of subject mastery. 

Consider, first, this notion of "all.'' Henry David Thorea u, another great generalist 

(like Charles Darwin) wrote about the great "capacities that have never been 

measured." the "so little [that] has been tried." and the human tendency to say "this 

is the only way ... but there are as many ways as can be drawn radii from one 

center." 

Dunn writes that although humankind shouldn't slow its search to know everything, 

''we ought to be more humble in that endeavor. We oug ht to leave enough room for 

awe at what is still possible. After all , a great deal is still possible and will 

yet be discovered . There are questions we will not answer for a 1,000 

years. There are probably questions we may never answer." Put another 

way, "There are more things in heaven and earth ... than are dreamt of in 

your philosophy." And how does one acquire a readiness for all. and awe? 

The liberal arts , Dunn contends , broadens one's base for observation. "If 

I've studied widely, I'm less likely to miss something," he told Ka lamazoo 

College students . Perhaps "something" is a new species found in your 

backyard . or desk drawer. Such stories have happened, and Dunn shared 

a few. 

In effect, the liberal arts is the best preparation to find something new, a 

larger land ing strip for observations to alight - one not limited to terrestrial 

flights. Think interstellar : Thorea u's tri angles of a person, a "d istinct and 

different being (citizen of, say, a planet orbiting .AJdebaran), and the star they're 

mutually contemplating. (Dunn's book, by the way, includes some fascinating 

chapters on bio-astronomy.) 

From landing strip to language' The latter is Wilson's metaphor. "Science is in the 

world and of the world," he said, "and is obligated to talk to the world." Much of the 

practice of science is writing and reading. "and my work has been deeply influenced 

by the critica l text analysis I learned in Gail Griffin's English classes," Wilson added . 

In true liberal arts fashion, "K'' requires proficiency in a second language. 

Interestingly. for Wi lson, one of those second "languages" was soccer (he was an 

.AJ I-American and a member of the Co llege's Athletic Hall of Fame) . Soccer turned 

out to be a sort of cultural (if not linguistic) secret handshake. 

"Most of my secret handshake moments have been in situations where 

communication is technically easy," sa id Wilson, who is proficient in Spanish and 

French, ''but the cultural connection is more difficult. For example, India contains the 

largest English speaking population in the world, but there are still cultural gulfs that 

can easily separate people. The World Cup was the secret handshake that broke the ice for me and allowed 

me to engage fellows with whom I was working. This is also true in Africa and Argentina. where playing, 

watching, and talking about soccer melts away cultural tensions. It reall y is an amazing sport." Similarly. in the 

introduction of his book, Dunn describes his own "soccer-as-a-common-language" moment that took place in 

the middle of the Amazon. 

Wilson noted that a liberal arts undergraduate experience may require some catch up in grad school with 

students whose preparation was more intensively and narrowly specialized . "But it soon became evident to 

me that the liberal arts was an asset." he added. "The different ways of 
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understanding the world become part of the narrati ves we use to accomplish 

scientific field work." Wilson's scientific work focuses on the effects of tectonics 

(the structural arrangement and movement of rocks in the ea rth 's crust) on 

dinosa ur evolution. He studies the influence of geography - specificall y the 

breakup of Pangea , the prehistori c supercontinent that included the entire earth's 

landmass in a contiguous whole- on the diversification of dinosaurs . 

Aptly, he invoked Darwin as an example of the power of the liberal arts and noted 

that the father of modern biology's first clue about evolution didn't deri ve from 

living finch beaks (think, biology) but instead from the fossils of Pleistocene-age mammals (think. 

paleontology) . "We paleontolog ists all know that." smiled W ilson. Darwin was no specialist . He wasn't a 

comparative anatomist. nor particularly knowledgeable about mammals . His liberal arts background had been 

more pointed toward a country clergyman, a career to which he was indifferent What set him apart - and 

made him a great scientist - was his wide ranging and intense curiosity, a gift for close observation, and his 

great insight: "we [meaning everything in the material world] are all related and we [meaning humans] are not 

that smart ," said Dunn. 

His humility did not inhibit his courage to speculate boldly but it did fortify his massing of evidence to support 

his theory. For 20 years he designed experiments and recorded observations to develop and refi ne his idea 

that new species arise from evolution (descent with modification) driven by natural selection (survival of the 

fittest). Darwin released On the Origin of Species in 1859, in part because another man, .AJfred Russel 

Wallace, had recently struck upon the idea of natural selection Darwin had been refining for two decades. 

Wallace , said Wilson, was the unsettled spirit the traveler ; Darwin the carefu l experimenter. Perhaps the 

liberal arts- especia ll y the K-Pian - gives rise to some combination of the two. The more we know how little 

we know, the more wakeful we are to the new and unexpected, and the bolder our speculation is likely to be. 

(Some may think "crazy" rather than "bold.'' Dunn told students that the traits that make a good discoverer 

also make a good crazy person. Think of how the two microbiologists' speculations on microbial life may have 

been perceived by their peers before the Alvin returned from the depths.) Curiosity expresses itself in 

questions that are rooted in an unease of not knowing. The broader our education the greater our potential 

for unease. for knowing how little we know. Then, we're more ready for (an infinite) all , for fewer mistakes 

(like a lifeless sea floor), and for better light to hoe. 

Rob Dunn (left) and Jeff Wilson near some of the art work (featuring the HMS Beagle and finch 

beaks) comm issioned for the Dow Science Building lectures halls to cele brate the Year of Charles 

Darw in cele brat ion. The art contest asked that subm issions feature themes from evolution and 
natural select ion. The winning t ile and paint ing installations are pictured throughout this article and 

re present the work of artists Ju lia Ga rt re ll '08, Alison Lucas '09, and Lenya Friesner '08. 
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EXTERN WITNESS 

by Mike Galbreath 

Sanford Schulman '85 has built a thriving criminal law practice in Detroit. And he is 

generous about opening his practice and sharing his work with Kalamazoo College 

students through the Center for Career Development's Discovery Externship 

Program. 

In 1990, the year after he graduated from Wayne State University with his law 

degree, he founded Schulman and Associates. The firm now operates f rom the 23rd 

floor of the Guardian Building in downtown Detroit. He has another office in Detroit 

and utilizes two suburban offices. Besides criminal cases, Schulman and the n1ne 

other attorneys in the practice handle family law (including divorces), personal 

injury. civil law and immigration cases. Schulman has tried more than 60 first-degree 

murder cases in Michigan, most of them in the Detroit area. 

Atypical morning for Schulman sees him in court working a first degree murder 

case, an armed robbery. a divorce, a Band E (breaking and entering) and a drug 

case. 

"I represent the most difficult clients." sa ys Schulman. "I've done 

double murders, tnples. quadruples. and even a beheading " 

His afternoons are generally spent back in the office. preparing 

for the next day's court appearances. consulting with other 

attorneys in the firm, and often leaving the office to confer with 

incarcerated clients. He also often deals with media calls about 

some of his firm's cases. Yet even with that workload, Schulman 

has had more than a dozen stL1dent externs spend time at 

Schulman and Associates. 

Schulman came to Kalamazoo College from Cranbrook High 

School. a college preparatory school in Bloomfield Hills, Mich .. 

that Schulman terms a feeder-school for places like the 

University of Michigan and Kalamazoo College. 

"Attending Kalamazoo College was a good decision for me:· says 

Schulman. And one of the reasons was diversity. "I had more diverse friends at 'K' 

than my high school fr iends who v•1ent to Michigan did. I was surprised that my 

choice was as good in that respect. Because Kalamazoo College is small, you are 

forced to interact as opposed to hide [within a group of similar students]'' 

His experiences at 'K' also helped him make a significant ca reer decision after he 

became an attorney. 

Rather than work in a large law firm. Schulman "decided to go on my own, and I felt 

confident that I would succeed. I don't know if Kalamazoo College did it for me, but I 

alwa1•s felt that it gave me the springboard Sometimes I joke with my wife that I 

didnt need Kalamazoo College at all. I just needed the opportunity to go to Spain 

and to do a SIP and all those things [that 'K' offered(." 

Af!. with many alums who become involved with the Center for Career Development, 

Schulman did so beca use of his undergraduate experience with internships. But his 

reasoning may be different than other alumni. 

"I ended up doing this extern stuff because that program for me at Kalamazoo 

College was terrible," says Schulman . "The science kids went to Upjohn. and all the English majors had to 

find a job somewhere." 

Schulman found employment washing dishes in a Southfield. Mich. , restaurant. 

"It was okay for me; I didn~ mind working there," he says. "I was probably one of the smartest kids in the 

dishwashing room'' 

But Schulman didn't leave interning at that. 

"When I carne back to Kalamazoo College, I went to law offices in the area on my o·wn, knocking on doors, 

asking if I could do an internship." says Schulman. 

A Kalamazoo attorney took him on. "He let me hang out and watch," Schulman says. ''That didn 't inspire me to 

be a lawyer, but at least it got me in the door and it was helpful j ust being in that environment. So. I always 

thought that, if and when possible, I'd like to give back to the school by g iving [students] maybe a smoother 

transition'' 

Schulman has praise for the current extern program. 

"During my time. it was 'go and find your own job,' which is not really helpful , compared w1th now, wh1ch 1s a 

much better program." 

P! one point while still at "K," Schulman considered becoming an environmental lawyer and worked in that 

area for a Kalamazoo law firm. But he discovered that environmentalla·w wouldn't be his career. He believed 

that he couldnt make enough of a difference. 

But he feels that he can make a diHe rence in the lives of his criminal defendants. 

"I couldn't change the world," says Schulman. "But at least in this courtroom on this parti cular day, maybe in 

the next five minutes. I might make a significant impact on this guy's life. Not that [someone] doing public 

policy in Washington D.C. isn't going to make a difference with clean water, but for me I could just see that 

thi s defendant is walking out of this courtroom because I believed that he might not be guilty. It's the idea that 

a life (the defendant's) does hang in the balance" 

~·s the act of challenging from the defense table what might appear to be true that Schulman shows his ''K" 

externs. 

"And I suggest to them that sometimes initia l feelings and ideas can be quashed when they rea ll y have an 

opportunity to hear the whole thing," he said. "And that's ultimately the judicial process. Sometimes when 

you're coming from the Hill. no matter who you are. you haven't really seen enough. And even in my mid 40s. 

every day I rea lize how little I really know about life and the world." 

Extern Thomas Turner says he learned a good deal spending t1me with Schulman. ··1 had never known a 

defense attorney before," Turner says, ··and knew little to nothing about the system. Like most people. I had 

preconce ive d notions about defense attorneys and their motivation, and had already eliminated that form of 

law from my possible fields . But working with Sanford showed me that defense attorneys are good people , 

who work very hard to make sure that our justice system works. I learned that our system would crumble 

withoLd balance. and defense attorneys provide that balance. Defense attorneys aren' slimy, seedy 

characters. putting the public at risk by getting criminals out of ja il Instead, it would be fa irer to say that 

defense attorneys provide insurance against injustice'' 

"You have these young people who are really sponges and are ready to take it a ll in," Schulman says . 

"IExterns] go w1th me to hearings and meet1ngs and they're right in there; they're meet1ng judges: they're 

meeting other court !personnel!: they're sitt1ng r1ght with me at the table: they're talking to the defendants : 

they're going to the prisons" Externs have also worked on politica l campaigns for two of Schulman's partners 

who were running for judgeships. 

"His method of n-.entoring is kind of a whirlwind approach where he puts you in unexpected new situations 

and you have to find your own solution, "says Emily Yang, who was a Schulman extern in 2008 . "For exa mple, 

he called me up one day after work and put me in a conference call with a Spanish client knowing that I had 

studied abroad in Spain. I was completely unprepared, but that was how he forced us to learn and think 

outside the box. " 

Schulman learned to speak Span1sh during his study abroad 1n Madrid. That ability came to play recently 

when Schulman argued a case before the Michigan Supreme Court. 'The reason I got the case." he says, "is 

because I went to Kalamazoo College land did foreign study in Spain]. I didn't go into this business planning 

on representing Spanish-speaking individuals, but I can. Learning a foreign language just gives you tools to 

make you more able to be in the world . The externship is another good example. ~ gives you another tool and 

experience that academia really doesn't offer. 

"Sometimes you think you know something when you're in college," says Schuhnan, "and then you come here 

and you see the real v10rld. and you know that you know nothing." 

Carmen Dorris did an externsh1p with Schulman at the same time Emily Yang was there . The two have since 

become roommates. 

'The externship went above and beyond our expectations, " Dorris said, "and has been invaluable to me in 

assessing my career choices and what I would like to do in the future . The externship was extremely 
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hands-on, we were doing many of the same things that Mr. Schulman and his 

attorneys were doing. We were never simply just sitting and watching from afar. 

Mr. Schulman, particularly during the jury trials, would frequently turn to us and 

say, What do you think?' ot· 'What should his defense be?' and he would actuall y 

use our thoughts and ideas." 

Externs also have the opportunity to learn basic th1ngs like how to dress properly 

in the business setting, according to Schulman. One extern from a few years ago 

in particular dressed inappropriate ly. "College is a place where you can get away 

with that [stuff]." says Schulman, "but here there is conformity on how to conduct 

yourself in the real world, how to relate to people, how to dress in the real world . 

how to talk to people and communicate in the real world, how to promote yourself 

and how to project expectations in the real v1orld, how to sell yourself and how to buy things in the real world, 

what to believe and not believe in the real world . You don't get that out of a book ... 

Schulman stresses that even if a student doesn't go on to become an attorney, the extern experience vtill be 

helpful 

"It was definitely one of the most worthwhile job experiences I have ever had,'' says Yang, who doesn't plan 

on attending law school. ''Every single day was different. anc there was no way of knowing what to expect. 

My time spent there was extremely eventful, from murder cases to divorce cases, we saw the who le 

spectrum. I even was accosted by the FBI because I fit the profi le of a lead witness for a federal case 

involving an underage prostitution ring - talk about experience '" 

Schulman points out that Yang 's encounter with the FBI occurred outside a courtroom. and he was later able 

to use the incident on behalf of his client. making the point that if even the FBI couldn't judge correctly Yang's 

age, haw could his defendant be expected to judge the age of the lead witness. 

"We could tell that Mr. Schulman was very comfortable having interns,·· says Dorris . "He would always 

introduce us to other attorneys, his aoc uaintances, and even judges. In fact, one judge took a recess on his 

case and took us on a tour of the courtroom and his chambers." 

Schulman has also taken many of his externs to his home in West Bloomfield for dinner with his wife and 

three children and some basketball in the driveway 

In addition , externs even learn more about "K" away fi'Om "K'' 

'Through working with him, we were also able to get in touch with other "K" grads, and I am amazed at many 

of the different things that they're doing ," Dorri s sa id. "Everywhere we went. people that we talked to knew 

about Kalamazoo College or knew someone who had attended "K." The fact that he was an alum made the 

expenence all that much better because there was never a dull moment or lack of conve rsation . In between 

trials, or scheduled events, we would sit and talk about Kalamazoo, the campus, and our experiences as 

undergrads." 

"Kalamazoo College is a springboard into [many) different arenas," Schulman says. "If the smart kids take 

advantage of those, it will have a significant effect on their ability to make choices in the future." 

"I know from our positive experiences with Sanford Schulman. and the experiences of the othe r externs, that 

there is a positive buzz about the 'Schulman externship"' says Dorris , "and students are very excited about 

possibly having the opportunity to be his externs in the future ." 

Picture 1 

Ka lamazoo College students Emily Yang (left) and Carmen Dorris were involved in a wide range of activities 

during their 2008 externships with Sanford Schulman, including he lping out on a politica l campaign for one of 

Schulman's partners who w as running for a Wayne County judgeship. 

Picture 2 

Sanford Schulman and his family pose for the camera on the day of his daughter's b at mitvah in 2005. 

Shown a re daughter Stephanie (1 2), Sanford, wife Susan. and sons Andrew (5) and Justin (9! The 

Shulmans often have externs to their home for meals and basketball in the driveway. 

Picture 3 

Thomas Turner (left) with mento r Sanford Schulman , "under glass." 
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DIGNITARY DISTINCTIVENESS 

by Heidi Butler, College Archivist 

During its 176-year history Kalamazoo College has attracted a 

range of social and political leaders, renowned arts performers, 

and world-class athletes. Here are the stories of a few, drawn 

from records in the Kalamazoo College Archives. Know the 

details of others? Contact Heidi Butler. 

1860 Ralph Waldo Emerson 
According to an article Lucinda Hinsdale Stone (head of the 

College's female department, wife of College president James 

Stone, and progressive educator and activist) wrote for the 

Kalamazoo Daily News in 1894, Emerson first came to 

Kalamazoo in the mid-1850s, on a stagecoach from Grand 

Rapids. He returned in February 1860 to give a lecture on 

campus. and made an unannounced appearance in James 

Stone's philosophy class. He remarked to the Stones that he 

appreciated men and women being educated together in the 

same classroom - not by any means the norm of the day but 

common practice at Kalamazoo College, thanks to the Stones. 

Emerson's remarks here were incorporated into the essays that 

compose his book The Conduct of Life . 

1921 Former U.S. President William Howard Taft 

Little is recorded regarding the campus visit of the country's 27th 

president (1909-1913). f.s president. he was more renowned for 

his size (he weighed more than 300 pounds) than the success of 

his one-term agenda (which focused on trust busting. civil 

service reform. and economic development of Latin America n 

and Asian countries) . After leaving office Taft became a 

professor of law and legal history at Ya le Law School. The year he visited ''K" was the year 

he became Chief Justice of the United States Supreme Court. He remained in that position 

until his death in 1930, the only person in U.S. history to serve as both president and chief 

justice. 

1937 J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation founder J. Edgar Hoover was invited to give the 

commencement address at Kalamazoo College in 1937. The FBI had only been in existence 

for two yea rs at that time , and was meeting with popular approval from most Americans. 

Novel tools implemented under Hoover such as a centralized fingerprint database and 

forensic laboratories drew praise for success in solving major crimes. Hoover's address to the 

College can be read here. 

1957 Margaret Mead 

The first female to give a commencement address in the history of Kalamazoo College. 

Margaret Mead spoke in 1957 on the responsibility to surmount complacency and 

self-centered interests. She was one of three recipients of an honorary degree that year; the 

others were Dr. Paul V Sangren and Rev. Richard Cummings. Mead's fieldwork studying 

many cultures, her roles as Associate Curator of Ethnology at the 

American Museum of Natural History in New York, Adjunct Professor of 

Anthropology at Columbia University, and International President of the 

Mental Health f.ssociation made her a natural choice for a Doctor of 

Humane Letters degree. 

1967 Alexander Kerensky 

Kerensky, the Russian Prime Minister prior to the Bolshevik Revolution, 

gave his last public lecture at Kalamazoo College in October 1967. Fifty 

years earlier, Kerensky had narrowly escaped fighting in Russia, and 

eventually made his way to France. He lived there in exile for many years. 

moving to Australia in 1940 and to New York City in 1946. He taught at 

Stanford University, wrote and lectured extensive ly on Russian politics and 

history. A draft version of a lecture that is likely the one given by Kerensky 

at "K" is on file in the College Archives. You can read his lecture here. 

You can also read a short essay by Professor Emeritus of English Hal 

Harris on his encounter with Kerensky, and his spirit , in Leningrad. 

1970 Karl Malden 

Best known for his roles in several Marion Brando films (he received an 

Osca r for his portrayal of Mitch in A Streetcar Named Desire and an Osca r 

nomination for the role of Father Barry in On the Waterfront). and as Lt. 

Mike Stone on the 1970s TV drama "The Streets of San Francisco," 

Malden came to Kalamazoo College in 1970 on the invitation of Chaplain 

Robert Dewey. Students were able to work closely with the actor on a 

production he titled The Divine Hypocn"tes, which included abstracts from 

a number of classic American plays such as The Glass Menagen"e and 

The Death of a Salesman. Click here to read a 1970 Index article on 

Malden's work. 

1972 Gloria Steinem and Margaret Sloan 

As part of Kalamazoo's "Emphasis Women" spea ker series , 

feminist leader Gloria Steinem and her civil rights activist 

colleague Margaret Sloan paid a visit to campus. The Kalamazoo 

Gazette noted that the two, based in New York, had come to 

reach out to the women of ''Middle America'' in their work to end 

discrimination and raise consciousness. More than 2.000 people 

attended their lecture in Tredway Gymnasium on February 15, 

1972 . 

1973 Pauline Kael 

Noted film criti c for The New Yorker magazine , Pauline Kael 

visited the campus in June, 1973, to serve as commencement 

speaker and to rece ive an honorary degree. She was most 

we ll-known at the time of her visit for her review of the film "Last 

Tango in Paris" that went contrary to the popular sentiments of 

most other critics. Throughout her career she was known for opinions that were different than most, and often 

He led a group 

of students 

around campus 

to forage for 

edible plants. 

she was credited for the success of films that otherwise may not have reached 

an audience as widespread. Kael's commencement speech focused. 

appropriately. on films , and what they told us of ourselves in the decades of the 

'50s, '60s. and '70s. Professor of English Herb Bogart delivered her honorary 

citation speech, which ca n be read here. 

1975 Euell Gibbons 

Edible wild plant "stalker" and star of Post's Grape-Nuts cereal commercials, 

Euell Gibbons came to "K" for Homecoming 1975. He led a group of students and 

local residents around campus to forage for edible plants, charming them with his 

humor and knowledge. Later the same day, he sat on a panel with Dr. Lewis Batts to discuss issues of 

environmental conservation. 

1976 B. F. Skinner 

The College Forum , the Sigma Xi club, and the Science and Society Seminar brought we ll-known 

psychologist (innovator of radical behaviorism and author of Walden Two) B. F. Skinner to the Kalamazoo 

campus in March 1976. During his visit he gave a lecture titled "Freedom and Dignity," based on a book he 

would soon publish. 

1976 Linus Pauling 

The only person to have received two individual Nobel Prizes (for chemistry in 1954, and the Nobel Peace 

Prize in 1962). Linus Pauling delivered the commencement address for the Class of 1976. His research 

resulted in important discoveries in physics. biochemistry, and protein biology. He also was a great teacher, 

lecturing throughout the world. His concern for peace, human dignity, and the responsible use of scientific 

discoveries was evident in his book No More War. You can read his honorary degree citation here. 

1992 Arthur Ashe 

Only weeks after the news broke that tennis star Arthur f.she had contracted the HIV virus as a result of blood 

transfusions in the early 1980s, he came to Kalamazoo to recei ve an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters 

degree. He had first come to Kalamazoo in 1958 to compete in the USTABoys' National Tennis Tournament. 

and was champion of both tennis and human rights for many yea rs. Ashe received his degree at a private 

College dinner on April 30, 1992. You can read his degree citation here. 

Picture 1 

Former President William Howard Taft (back seat, right) at the Kalamazoo train depot 

Picture 2 

.AJexander Kerensky visits with a "K" student 

Picture 3 

Actor Karl Malden with theatre arts students 

Picture 4 
President Larry Bryan speaks with tennis great and activist Arthur f.she. 

Picture 5 

Presentations by Margaret Sloan (left) and Gloria Steinem . 

Picture 6 

... packed Tredway Gymnasium 
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SHUTTER MOMENT 

by Tom Nugent 

After months of grueling preparation, it was time to take the "photo," time to snap a 

picture , with an immense X-ray "camera," of some of biophysicist Sarah Woodson's 

(Kalamazoo College class of 1982) favorite molecules. 

Not your ordinary photo shoot, and not only because of the extraordinary camera. 

The truly "hold-your-breath" nature of the moment comes from the importance of 

Woodson's work. She seeks to understand the connections between gene-triggered 

diseases and ribonucleic acid (RNA) in human cells so that we can learn more 

about how those cells respond to threats posed by some pretty devastating 

diseases . .And the time to take the picture- right now - was a moment of high drama. 

It was, after all , the fourth try. 

Operated by the Argonne National Laboratory near Chicago , the 

giant "Synchrotron Radiation" ca mera is an electron-accelerating 

ring that stretches for more than half a mile across the rolling 

Illinois landscape. It was here, on a mild spring afternoon, that 

Woodson and her colleagues had gathered in the hope of 

"catching a sample of ribonucleic acid [RNA] in the act of 

folding." 

Their extraordinary scientific goal: to track the activity of 

molecules of RNA as they change shape. (Like its better-known 

cousin "DNA" RNA is involved in the transmission of genetic 

information. In addition, other RNAs make new proteins or act as 

"switches" to help cells grow in the proper way. This second 

class of RNAs must "fold" into a particular three-dimensional 

shape in order to do its work.) 

A veteran scientist with a growing international reputation in the 

field of biophysics. the former Kalamazoo College chemistry 

major- now a 47-year-old science professor at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore- has spent the past 20 

years in a quest to better understand the biochemistry of RNA. 

Ribonucleic acid has become increasingly important to geneticists and molecular biologists in recent years. 

RNA plays a key role in the flawed biochemical processes that can lead to such disorders as Alzheimer's 

disease, Parkinson's disease , and cancer. 

"I think we were all holding our breath a little bit, because our first three attempts at capturing the RNA folding 

had completely failed." she said. 

'We were running out of time, and we really needed this to work. It seemed to take forever, but we finally got 

everything set up. Then the technicians opened the shutter, and X-ray light from the Synchrotron started 

bombarding the RNA These X-rays deflect - or 'scatter' - off the RNA molecules, and this allows you to 

observe their movement during the few thousandths of a second in which the folding actually takes place." 

Woodson and her teammates intently watched a flood of data emerge from the "scattering" of the X-rays. In 

visual terms, what they saw that day was "a big loose clump of spaghetti" suddenly contract into "a tight little 

ball ,'' as each RNA molecule changed shape. 

"On that fourth try, we finally got it right ," she said. "Within a minute or so , we could tell that we were going to 

be able to walk away with some beautiful data. and we all had big smiles." 

"A lot of the time when you conduct scientific experiments. you know that you probably won't get the results 

you want- at least not at first. That's a given. That's how it has to be, if you're really working on problems that 

you don't yet understand. Occasional failures are part of the process - and they certainly aren't much fun. But 

when you do get an outcome like the one we experienced that day at the Argonne Laboratory ... well, that's 

when it all fits together and you're extremely happy. 

"Those moments are very nice , of course, but they don11ast too long- because you soon have to get back to 

work'" 

"Keeping All The Balls In The Air" 

Woodson conducts research of mind-boggling, scientific complexity, mentors up to dozen grad students and 

postdoctoral fellows at a time , gives frequent seminars on "RNA folding" at universities and medical schools, 

attends scientific conferences all across the country, and also raises hundreds of thousands of federal 

research dollars for her projects each year. 

"I do have a lot of balls in the air." she says. "And there's no doubt that keeping them all up there requires a lot 

oftime and attention. 

"But I really love teaching and interacting with students. It's also true that if you're hoping to do any significant 

research, you must be prepared to raise money for it!" 

The Genetic Analysis System- and the basic research it helps support- are costly. 'We use this tool for the 

RNA 1oot-printing' studies that have been one of our major research initiatives in recent years,'' Woodson 

explains, "and those studies are very exciting because they've opened a new window on the three

dimensional shape of ribosomal RNA which is part of the cell's machinery for making new proteins. 

"Unfortunately, it has been difficult to find the resources for this kind of basic research in recent years. That 

fact has helped to create a discouraging environment for science, but many scientists are now ca utiously 

optimistic that there will be more support for science research and education in the future." 

"If I have a message for the public today, it's that we perhaps need to start thinking about our budgetary 

priorities. If we continue to reduce our national investment in scientific research the way we have been , how 

are we going to stay competitive with the rest of the world -to say nothing of continuing the battle against 

diseases such as cancer and HIVIAJDS, and even influenza? 

"These are questions that badly need to be addressed. and as a biophysicist who does basic research. it's 

my obligation to help ask them'" .Another ball to keep in the air. 

Complicated Research, Simple Goal: Better Health 

Born and raised in the Detroit suburbs, Sarah Woodson was the oldest of four children. Her father was a high 

school music teacher who taught her the joys of "playing Bach and Scarlatti" on the harpsichord. Her family 

was by no means rich. but thanks to "a very attractive financial aid package" (along with a campus job and 

student loans), the science-loving Woodson arrived at "K" in the fall of 1978 and soon found herself 

neck-deep in the rigors of physical chemistry. 

"I studied the basics of chemistry with [Professor] Ralph Deal, and the classes I took were terrific. He was a 

real stickler for being rigorous, especially when it came to lab experiments, and the discipline and concepts I 

learned from him have stood me in good stead ever since. And I also think I was very fortunate to take a 

senior-level course in instrumental analysis that was taught by Richard J. Cook. I actually wound up as a 

teaching assistant in his class, and it was my responsibility to make sure that all 

of the instruments worked each day!" 

Woodson also cites the importance of other K-Pian components on her scientific 

education. During her career development quarter, she worked as a cancer

research lab assistant at the National Institutes of Health. She completed her 

Senior Independent Project in inorganic chemistry in a lab at Wayne State 

University in Detroit. She earned her Ph.D. in Yale University's renowned 

biophysics program. 

" ... our first three 

attempts had 

completely 

failed .... We 

were running 

out of time ... " After completing two years of postdoctoral research with Professor and Nobel 

laureate Thomas Cech at the University of Colorado , Woodson became assistant 

professor of chemistry and biochemistry at the University of Maryland. By the late 1990s, she was already 

gaining a national reputation for her experiments and publications. 

Her studies of such esoteric-sounding processes as "Concurrent nucleation of 16S folding and induced fit in 

30S ribosome assembly" (to read the abstract, see Nature, 30 October 2008) are designed with a very 

practical purpose in mind. By better understanding how RNA molecules control the cell's use of genetic 

information. she said. researchers will soon be in a much better position to begin finding the biochemical 

medicines that will one day help to shut down genetic triggers for diseases like cancer and Alzheimer's. 

"Sarah Woodson is a top-notch scientist and she's got one of the most productive and ground breaking 

scientific groups now working in RNA research ,'' says Robert M. Briber, Ph.D., the chair of the University of 

Maryland's Department of Materials Science and Engineering and a major authority in his field. He has 

collaborated with Woodson on several research projects in the past: "Scientists are realizing the crucial 

importance of RNA in the transmission of genetic information ,'' he added. 

"A key part of that transmission involves the 'RNA folding process'- which has been at the heart of Sarah's 

research. I don't think there's any doubt that her studies are going to become even more important in the next 

few years, as our knowledge of gene expression and its relationship to diseases and human disorders 

continues to expand." 

"Just during the past few years. we've begun to understand much more about how RNA turns genes on and 

off,'' Woodson said. "And we now know that this function is extremely important, in terms of a cell's decision to 

become a li ver cell , or maybe a brain cell. 

"Right now. it seems very possible that malfunctioning RNA actually underlies some of the degenerative 

diseases that involve nerve tissue, such as ALS and Parkinson's." 

Unlocking the mysteries of cellular self regulation may be a scientific challenge for generations. ''But it's a 

struggle that is thrilling and worthwhile." It's a good thing as well that , along with enjoying her research, 

Woodson gets "a great deal of pleasure out of helping the next generation of scientists to develop their own 

research skills. 

"For me, teaching graduate students and working on research problems that relate directly to potential 

therapies for diseases provide all the motivation I need to keep working hard each day - in spite of the 

occasional experimental failures that are part of the job." 

Picture 1 

Sarah Woodson, Ph.D. 

Picture 2 

Equipment like the Genetic Analysis System are a vital-and expensive-component of basic research. 
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FACULTY REMEMBER 

The K Plan was a defining saga for faculty as much as students, and the 

"Fellowship in Learning" that had characterized the College since the time of .AJian 

Hoben persisted into the days of the K Plan, not only in the relationships between 

faculty and students, which had been the primary focus of the "Fellowship," but also 

in the relationships that the faculty of the 1950s and 1960s developed with each 

other. Professor of Sociology Robert Stauffer conducted videotaped interviews with 

two dozen (mostly) emeriti faculty members who came to the College before 1970. 

In the following essay based on those interviews, he describes the forces that 

II ••• the sense of 

community 

wasn't entirely 

the result of the 

consumption of 

I• "d II lqUI S ... 

forged those faculty relationships and the importance of 

those relationships to the success of the K Plan. 

Click on the link below to read a .pdf version of the 

essay. [.pdf format requires Acrobat Reader. If you do 

not have Acrobat reader, you can download it for free]. 

The Convivial Generation: Sagas and Solidarity 

Among the Kalamazoo College Faculty in the 
1950s and '60s 
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DOUBLE PLAY 

by Steve Charon and Steve Wideen 

Steve Charon '09 played eight seasons as a Hornet -four each 

in football and baseball. During that time the health sciences 

major battled injuries, endured surgeries, and overcame the 

sudden passing of his father just weeks before the start of his 

junior season of football. And he excelled. earning AJI-MIAA first 

team honors in football and Kalamazoo College's George Acker 

Award , presented annually to the male athlete whose example is 

considered most inspirational. 

Last spring Charon was one of several athletes who spoke at a 

Friday morning campus reflection called 'Why We Play." The 

story is based on his words. You can see video of Charon and 

each of this year's speakers here. 

"Competing in athletics has always been my favorite thing to do, as far back as I can 

remember. Growing up with five older brothers and a little sister- all athletes - it was natural 

for me to adopt a love for sports. When I was offered the chance to attend one of the best 

academic institutions in the country, and play football and baseball as we ll , I jumped at the 

opportunity. It was a chance to do my favorite thing in the world. and. competitive as I am, the 

challenge of college athletics had immense appeal. 

I've often been asked why I play sports. M. first my answer's simple: Why would n~ I; it's my 

favori te thi ng to do . But then I start to think about it from the questioner's perspective. Maybe 

it's not so simple. 

I've seen my friend's facia l bones shattered on the baseball fi eld; I've felt opponents' joints 

dislocate: I've heard screams of pain seen a fair amount of blood on the field. I've had surgery 

on both my shoulders and a knee scoped as a result of sports-related injuries. For some. this 

notion of sports as play might seem counter-intuiti ve. 

But for me playing sports is about what can't be seen or felt from the stands . It's about what 

goes on behind the scenes. ~·s me being me, and doing what I li ke to do. Life doesn1 get any 

better than stepping out on that field. 

Once I told a reporter that I liked to call myself Santa Claus because I bring gifts of pain. The quote appeared 

in an article that ran just prior to our football game against Adrian College. I painted my face like a medieval 

warrior for that game. When Adrian's students saw me. they yelled. "Look, it's Santa! " How could I not enjoy 

that? During a baseba ll game at Alma College, I drew a line in the dirt in front of a baserunner because he 

looked like he might try to steal. I looked him in the eye and said "I wouldn't cross that line if I were you." How 

could that not be fun? 

Some of the best times of my life include attempts to be as arrogant as possible, trying to think of new 

one-liners to describe why I'm the best. But as an answer to the question. that's just play. 

The real answer is about those times when you push yourself to complete exhaustion, your body aching and 

your brain begging you to stop. Yet, somehow you press forward . You can't tell me that isn't something 

special. 

"I wouldn't 

cross that line if 

I were you." 

The real answer is about the years of work you put in for a single goal: to step 

out on the field. That's specia l too ! 

The real answer has to do with when your father suddenly passes. and you're 

only 20 years old, and you get seventy-five teammates calling you and stopping 

by your home during those next few days to tell you that they lost a dad too. 

That's certainly something special. 

The real reason is about those times in the fourth quarter or the 7th inning, when maybe things aren't looking 

so good for your team. So, you look into the eyes of those around you, and see something that tells you more 

about those people in a split second than any novel-length biography ever could. You see something special. 

The real reason is that six-year-old boy who tells you he wants to be just like you when he grows up. Al l 

because he saw you throw a ball. tackle someone to the ground. or catch a ball and run with it (it's harder 

than it sounds. trust me). That boy sees something in you that he wants for his own life. He sees something 

very specia l. 

Being an athlete has allowed me to stretch boundaries. ~has allowed me to devote time and energy to 

something that is deep; it has allowed me to be part of something through something that lives within me and 

makes me love every second of being an athlete. ~·s tough to put in words. So forgive me if my response 

seems too short the next time I'm asked why I play. The answer's simple - and not. A sly grin and the words : 

'Because to me, it's something special. "" 
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BIRTHDAY WED DING 

Happy birthday. Center for Career and Professional 

Development! Or, should we say: wedding day. In February, not 

long after the Guilds Initiative (now called the Guilds of 

Kalamazoo College) celebrated its first birthday, Provost Mickey 

McDonald announced its "marriage" with the Center for Career 

Development. The new Center for Career and Professional 

Development (CCPD) is directed by Joan Hawxhurst. who had 

been serving as the director of the Guilds since November 2007. 

"The CCPD encourages students to explore experiences that will 

help them clarify their career aspirations, broaden they networks, 

and improve their professional skills," says Hawxhurst. ''/>sa 

result, they will be well prepared to step confidently into life after 

"K," whether employment or graduate school." 

The new center provides an array of services and programs. including individual career counseling; 

self-assessment career inventory; discovery externships: four kinds of internship opportunities: resume. job 

application, and correspondence critiques; practice interviews with Kalamazoo area professionals; and the 

rapidly growing Guilds of Kalamazoo College (Business, Justice and Peace, Sustainability, and Health) . 

The national award-winning Discovery Externship Program- hands-on opportunities to explore a career 

interest in the workplace of a Kalamazoo College graduate -turned seven years old this year. Ava ilable to 

freshmen and sophomores, externships offer many of the benefits of their longer-running cousins , but last 

only one to four weeks. 

Their Field Experience Internship (six weeks or longer) Program cousins come from three related families: ''K" 

Internships, Community Building Internships, and Independent Internships . 

The Field Experience Program allows students to register their internshi p with the CCPD and thus take 

advantage of the Center's staff support throughout the duration of the internship. Student grants are available 

to help defray internship costs . 

New this year, "K" Internships match students with alumni for working experiences of greater duration than 

externships. Says Hawxhurst: "Students are able to develop a professional working relationship with their 

alumni sponsors, learn about the workplace applications of their libera l arts education, and contribute their 

skills and energy to their work placement.'' 

Community Building Internships began in 2007 as a partnership between the Center for Career Development. 

the Mary Jane Underwood Stryker Institute of Service-Learning. and various Kalamazoo-area community 

organizat ions. Community Building Internships allow students to work in the city of Kalamazoo during the 

summer months, providing them an opportunity to build powerful partnershi ps with community organizat ions. 

And if those families weren't enough, the CCPD provides personal and website assistance for students who 

research, identify, and apply for internships not associated with the Co llege but particularly suited to their 

professional aspirations. Students are even eligible for CCPD funding as support for such independent 

internships . 

The triumph of the marriage is the synergy expected from providing the Guilds of Kalamazoo College a 

permanent institutional home in the CCPD. A synergistic effect is a result exponentially more powerful than 

expected. In medicine, it might work as follows: medicine A kills 100 germs; medicine B kills 100 germs; and 

combined they kill 200 germs . That's an additive effect. In a synergistic effect medicine C kills 100 germs; 
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medicineD kills 100 germs; and combined they kill 20,000 germs. Such an effect 

-albeit not in combination drug therapy but instead in areas such as professional 

networking and integrating academics with experiences in the so-called "real 

world" - "is what we expect from the combination of the Guilds and our career 

and professional development programs." says Hawxhurst. 

The Guilds are communities of student, alumni , and non-alumni practitioners of 

work and scholarship in areas of health, susta inability, business, justice, and 

peace-making. The concept of "practice" in these areas can be pretty elastic- or 

"liberal arts-ish ," according to Hawxhurst , and fittingl y so , given the College's 

liberal arts DNA Guild members gather physically (take. for example, the recent 

Business Guild conference on the relevance of liberal arts in international 

business. see photo) or virtually through the web and social networks, or both. 

Says Hawxhurst: "For students, Guilds connect elements of their 'K'-Pians into a 

more integrated educational experience. Guilds help them develop networks and professional relationships 

useful after graduation. And these intergenerational networks benefit alumni guild members as we ll. Alumni 

invo lvement in the Guilds offers a meaningful lifelong connection to the College.'' 

The four charter Guilds were launched in early 2008. Other guilds are expected to coalesce around other 

interdisciplinary issues. As the charter Guilds mature, a Guilds Council of students. alumni , faculty, and staff 

will consider applications to establish additional Guilds. 

Picture 

Lenart Johansson , Consul General of Sweden, State of Michigan, speaks with "K" students during a 

Business Guild campus conference on international business. 
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TEAM SPEED 

by Katy Sly '12 

In our technology we seek speed and instant gratification. Who hasn1 felt 

the frustration of a slow-to-load YouTube video or responded to the (too 

lingering !) spin of that infernal hourglass icon with an onslaught of 

aggressive mouse clicking followed by the abuse of the "Control

All-Delete" keys? 

Perhaps some help is on the way. Senior Brian Barkley's summer SIP 

research explored a solution for digital slowness: team speed. 

A computer's speed depends on its processor- the faster the processor, 

the faster the computer. Despite two decades of advances in computer 

performance. one eventually reaches a limit to the speed of any one unit. 

However, hooking up multiple computers and having the processors work together as a team can make a 

super computer with great speed. Currently, the fastest computer in the world consists of 130,000 processors. 

One physicist used eight Playstation-3s to make a super computer. 

Not so fast, though. All teams are prey to a common problem: poor communication. Teams of processors 

often fail because they don't communicate very well. 

Enter Barkley. The double major's (math and French) Senior Individualized Project uses math to explore how 

teams of processors can better communicate. 

"It's called algebraic topology." said Barkley, "and combines topology and computer sciences. When you mix 

the two, you really start to get interesting stuff." 

Definitely not the math your grandmother did- even if she was an expert in algebra and calculus. "This field 

only started being explored twenty to thirty years ago, and there is little literature on it," said Barkley. 

That fact made Barkley's SIP a somewhat leap-before-you-look prospect. "I didn't exactly pick a subject I was 

strong in. Starting out , I knew nothing about the computer science involved or the 
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math specific to my project, but I was- and am- excited to learn some computer 

science and the type of language that goes along with it ," said Barkley. 

He doesn1 see himself making a remarkable ground breaking discovery, but 

maybe his footsteps will help make a narrow path a road. 

"Hopefully my work will assist my SIP advisor [math professor Michele Intermont] 

as she more deeply explores this area of math and science," said Barkley. 

"Personally. I hope it will help me decide where I want to go for grad school." 

There's still the pull of another language: French. Barkley has hopes for more 

international study and exposure to additional languages. "I would love to study abroad again, thanks to my 

wonderful experience in France. It would be amazing to work in a country where English is not the primary 

language." 

Picture 

Brian Barkley and his fast "team" 


