
Henri Peyre 

Mr. President, I have the honor to present as a candidate for an honorary degree Henri Peyre, 

keen and sympathetic observer of the American scene, Gallic wit second to none, wellspring of 

adventurous ideas. To those who have attempted co follow his dazzling career since he arrived 

in this country from his native France some thirty years ago, his accomplishments, including 

authorship of over twenty volumes and several hundred articles both learned and popular, have 

reached legendary proportions. But it is not only as an eminent scholar that we honor him today. 

W e recognize as well a beloved teacher, a compassionate and generous human being who has 

won the respect and admiration not only of his students at Yale University, but of teachers and 

students of French and comparative literature throughout the United Stares and Europe. His 

dynamic efforts in the service of significant humanistic studies mark him as one of America's 

outstanding emigre scholars in this generation. I therefore recommend, Mr. President, that 

upon him be conferred the honorary degree, Doctor of Humane Letters. 
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