
Theodosius Dohzhansky 
Mr. President: In a century of great political upheaval and of rapid technical advance, it is heartening to know 
that individuals have the ability to comprehend these changes, to understand the problems they cause for mankind, 
and to spend a lifetime in search of solutions to these problems. We stand this morning ready to recognize such an 
individual. 

Dr. Theodosius Dobzhansky 'Yas born in Czarist Russia in 1900; he finished his formal education in the early days 
of the USSR and began his teaching career at Kiev in 19 21. Having lived through one of the greatest political 
upheavals of this century, he moved to the United States, to a different culture, and to a new language in 1928 as 
a fellow of the International Education Board. In 1929, he began an illustrious and continuing career in American 
academic life as a biologist specializing in genetics at the California Institute of Technology. In 1940, he moved 
to a position with Columbia University and is now an active member of the Rockefeller University. 

Dr. Dobzhansky has distinguished himself as a biological scholar. He has published numerous research papers 
in the field of genetics and is a member of several scientific societies, many of which he has served as president. 

His authorship of Mankind Evolving and other major works has proven his concern for the welfare and improve
ment of his fellow men. With his ability to translate specialized biological knowledge and make its implications 
easily understood by all men, he has spoken effectively to mankind's most pressing problem, its survival. 

It seems especially fitting that we of the liberal arts tradition honor a man of two cultures and two languages who 
has enlarged mankind's knowledge while at the same time seeking means of applying this knowledge to the 
betterment of the human species. Therefore, representing the faculty of Kalamazoo College, I recommend for 
the honorary degree, Doctor of Science, Dr. Theodosius Dobzhansky, teacher, author, searcher, and humanist. 




