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Lawrence Arthur Cremin 
Mr. President, I have the honor to present as a candidate for an honorary degree, LAWRENCE ARTHUR 
CREMIN1 distinguished educator and historian. 

New Yorker, born and bred, graduate of City College of New York and Columbia University, Lawrence 
Cremin has chosen in this age of mobility to live and work in his native city. He has made his professional 
home at Teachers College, Columbia University. Teacher, scholar, and administrator, he is a model educator 
at an institution which trains educators. His devotion to teaching in the midst of other distractions is reflected 
in his own assessment: "Jefferson said he was a farmer, Franklin said he was a printer, and I think of my
self as an educator." While recognizing the importance of the school as an instrument of education, he 
has demonstrated its relation to the larger social order which educates in its own subtle ways. The Transfor
mati01~ of the School, awarded the Bancroft Prize in 1962, uses history to illuminate the study of education, 
and education to clarify the shape of the past. It is fitting that Lawrence Cremin, disciple and critic of John 
Dewey, should assume the Presidency of Teachers Coll,ege, the institution whose mission was to propagate 
Dewey's goals. Accepting the Progressives' faith in education for a democratic society, Lawrence Cremin 
has reformulated their goals. He has urged that democracy demands more, not less intellectual rigor from 
all, that democracy and the liberal arts require each other. Kalamazoo College is happy to endorse Lawrence 
Cremin's view that "On the basis of prudence alone, no modern industrial nation can fail to afford every 
one of its citizens a maximum opportunity for intellectual and moral development. And beyond prudence, 
there is justice. No society that calls itself democratic can settle for an education that does not encourage 
universal acquaintance with the best that has been thought and said .. . any lesser goal is narrow and un
lovely, and ultimately destructive of democracy." 

Therefore, on behalf of the faculty of Kalamazoo College, I recommend that upon LAWRENCE ARTHUR 
CREMIN be conferred the honorary degree, Doctor of Humane Letters. 


