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In his opening editorial on becoming publisher of the New York World in 1883, Joseph Pulitzer wrote that journalism "should 
always fight for progress and reform, never tolerate injustice or corruption, always fight demagogues of all parties, never belong 
to any party, always oppose privileged classes and public plunderers, never lack sympathy with the poor, always remain devoted 
to the public welfare, never be satisfied with merely printing news, always be independent, never be afraid to attack wrong, 
whether by predatory plutocracy or predatory poverty." The question of Pulitzer's own success in meeting this standard is not 
our concern on this day. What is important is that we are in the presence of a man whose work over the past 34 years has 
consistently met this standard and, in certain respects, exceeded it. 

William James Raspberry was born in Okolona, Mississippi in 1935. The son of schoolteachers, he attended Indiana Central 
College in Indianapolis and began his career in journalism as a reporter for a local weekly, The Indianapolis Recorder, while 
working his way through school. Following his graduation as a history major and two years of service in the Anny, he joined 
The Washington Post in 1962 as a reporter and editor. In 1965 he won the Capitol Press Club's "Journalist of the Year" award 
for his coverage of the Watts Riot in Los Angeles. The following year he launched the twice-weekly column on urban affairs that 
is, today, carried in most of America's major newspapers. 

Albert Camus once wrote that the fundamental task of any writer is to make sense. William Raspberry's columns unfailingly 
analyze the most difficult and complex domestic issues of our time in a distinctive style that is at once inviting, accessible, 
thoughtful, discerning, and compassionate. He has become, for the many millions in his audience, an invaluable companion in 
the attempt to make sense of the most confounding problems confronting our society. Time magazine once observed that 
William Raspberry "has emerged as the most respected black voice on any white U.S. newspaper." The assertion was 
unarguably rrue, but only partly sufficient as a measure of his contribution to the public welfare. Whether he is making sense out 
of the tangled arguments concerning the war against drugs, or assessing the merits of the criminal justice system, or analyzing the 
state of race relations in America, or pondering the worthiness of new ideas in education, his voice is unfailingly clear, judicious, 
and constructive. A Raspberry column is always mindful not only of what might be attainable in the short term but also with 
what is worth striving for in the longer term . 

. Through his syndicated columns, his work as a reporter, his frequent lectures, and his past service as an insrructor at Howard 
University, he has shown more than one generation of aspiring journalists how to serve the public good through their work. 

In appreciation for the extraordinary quality of his work, and for his efforts to bring the babel of public voices into a common· 
conversation, it is a great privilege to present William James Raspberry for the degree, Doctor of Humane Letters. 


