
GEORGE VAIL PIXLEY 

Mr. President , I have the honor to present for an honorary degree George Vail Pixley, scholar, writer , educator, 
American Baptist minister and missionary, and prophet for our day. Born in Chicago to American Baptist mis
sionary parents from the Baptist Hospital in Managua, Nicaragua, Dr. Pixley attended elementary and secon
dary school at the Colegio Bautista in Managua, a school founded in 1917 by Kalamazoo College alumna Dora 
DeMoulin. He graduated from Kalamazoo College in 1958, where his minister g randfather and namesake had 
graduated sixty-two years earlier and from which his brother graduated one year later . He then continued his 
studies at the University of Chicago Divinity School, where he received his M.A. in 1962 and his Ph.D. in 
1968, concentrating in Biblical Studies. 

Dr. Pixley has taught at the Evangelical Seminary of Puerto Rico , the Baptist Seminary of Mexico, and is cur
rently on the faculty of the Baptist Theological Seminary of Nicaragua. 

He has in recent years also become known as a persuasive and articulate interpreter of the Bible as a document 
of human liberation and as an eloquent spokesman for the poor and oppressed peoples of Latin America. Among 
his books are Reino de Dios, published in English as God's Kingdom ; Exodo, una lectura evangelica y popular; 
and Opcion por los pobres, which he co-authored with Clodovis Boff. 

It is appropriate that Kalamazoo College, which has played such a prominent role, directly and indirectly, in 
the education of Dr. Pixley, should now recognize him for faithfully expressing in his life, in his teaching and 
in his commitments those values of rigorous scholarship and devotion to human freedom which have so long 
been cherished in this institution. 

Therefore , on behalf of the facu lty of Kalamazoo College, I recommend that upon George Vail P ixley be con
ferred the honorary degree, Doctor of Divinity. 


